
FREE Every Thursday

Real-Time News, Weather & WebCams: HighlandsInfo.comVolume 20, Number 18  Thurs., May 4, 2023

•Inside This Issue•

MM ccCULLEY’SCULLEY’S
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www.mcculleys.com
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Nathan Keener and Bella Wilson, were named King and Queen of 
the HS 2023 Prom which was held at OEI’s The Farm, Friday, April 
28. They were also Homecoming King & Queen. See more photos 
on page 10.			       - Photo by the Sunset Staff

King & Queen of the Prom

Highlands celebrated Senior Night on Monday, from left are seniors Caro-
line Woods, Addie Westendorf, Getsi Hernandez, and Brittany Damien.

-Photo by Brian O’Shea, Plateau Daily News

Conference champion hopes 
alive with win over BREC

By Brian O’Shea
Plateau Daily News

Highlands girls varsity soccer 
team hosted Blue Ridge Early Col-
lege on Monday and earned a 6-2 
victory that puts the Lady High-
landers in a position to clinch first 
place in the Smoky Mountain 1A 
Conference.

The Lady Bobcats stayed 

within striking distance through-
out the first half  of  the game, 
with Highlands up by a goal 3-2 
going into halftime.

Things began to unravel for 
BREC during the second half  
with the Lady Highlanders scor-
ing three unanswered goals.

Highlands also celebrated 

Celebrate
National 

Nurses Week 
May 6-12

By Brian O’Shea
Plateau Daily News

National Nurses Week was 
established to recognize the contri-
butions of  nurses throughout the 
country each year from May 6-12. 

“We are honored to have 
such exceptional nurses at both 
Highlands-Cashiers Hospital and 
Eckerd Living Center,” said Tom 
Neal, CEO, Highlands-Cashiers 
Hospital. “Their compassion is 
unmatched and the individual care 
they give to our patients and resi-
dents makes me proud to be a part 
of  this amazing team.”

Nurses who care for those 
throughout the Plateau work long 
hours and deal with heart-wrench-
ing situations on a regular basis. 
Nurses who work at Highlands-
Cashiers Hospital and the Eckerd 
Living Center all have different 

The meeting with John 
Shearl, Macon County Commis-
sioner for the Highlands district, 
at the Rec Park last Thursday eve-
ning did what no one in the coun-
try has thus far been able to do 
– unite citizens under one banner 

– “The children come first.”
MAGA Republicans, the reli-

gious far right, middle of  the road-
ers, liberals, grandparents, working 
parents, retirees and every other 
label under the sun, turned out to 
voice their support for the High-

lands School Expansion/Pre-K 
Project and to demand that their 
county representative – Commis-
sioner Shearl -- be Highlands’ ad-
vocate and not its adversary.

“Your constituents are here, 
• See SHEARL page 11
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•Weather•

Highlands Mayor
Patrick Taylor

Last week I attended the 
annual conference of  the 
North Carolina League of  

Municipalities, aka CityVision. 
Let me review some of  the high-
lights.

Governor Cooper spoke at 
the main luncheon. I, along with 
other mayors and elected offi-
cials, was glad to hear the gover-
nor say that municipalities should 
have more autonomy in making 
zoning and development regula-
tions rather than having legisla-
tors in Raleigh make those local decisions.

In fact, there was a lot of  discussion 
among attendees of  proposed bills intend-
ed to curtail the ability of  towns and cities 
to set local zoning, land use and develop-
ment policies. The proposed bills on acces-
sory dwelling units, STRs, workforce hous-
ing and water rates were just a few of  the 
hot topics being discussed. 

There will be more clarity concern-
ing the status of  bills today. May 4th is the 
crossover deadline where bills proposed 
by each house have to be sent to the other 
branch for consideration. Case in point, 
HB 409-Accessory Dwelling Units now 
has to crossover to the senate. If  a bill, like 
HB 409, does not make the crossover, it is 

supposedly dead for this legisla-
tive session.

I used the word “supposed-
ly,” because as the budget moves 
toward finalization and legisla-
tors are ready to go home for the 
summer, anything can happen. 

I had a conversation with 
a League of  Municipalities staff  
member, and he confirmed my 
concern. As the budget rushes 
toward approval, parts of  sty-
mied legislation can be quietly 
attached to bills on track for ap-

proval. For instance, the short-term rental 
lobby attempted to attach a beneficial 
provision to their industry at the last mo-
ment during the previous term, but watch-
dogs caught the move and stopped it. The 
problem with tracking bills in Raleigh is the 
sheer number. In this term 1,500 bills have 
been introduced.

I also attended several sessions on 
hot topics. One was promoted as a session 
on how towns can manage STR issues. A 
large number of  elected officials were in 
the room hoping to share information and 
learn more about how to address STRs. 
Instead, we received an infomercial from 
panelists representing major STR providers 
such as Airbnb. Their message was to reg-
ister, permit, regulate STRs, and hold com-
munity meetings where all the issues on 
both sides could be resolved. Like other at-
tendees, I was perplexed. In the brief  Q&A 
that followed those rosy presentations, I 
pointed out the STR regulation roadblocks 
facing NC municipalities, especially because 
of  the ruling by the NC Court of  Appeals 
concerning the Wilmington STR ordi-
nance. One panelist proclaimed the NC Va-
cation Rental Act passed during the 1990s 
was adequate to address all STR issues that 
a town would face. I begged to differ on 
that optimistic assumption. Many of  us left 
the presentation very disappointed.

At roundtable discussions with other 
elected officials I found we had many common 
concerns. One was recruiting and retaining qual-
ified personnel, especially in law enforcement. 
Almost all towns were seeking grants for criti-
cal infrastructure projects, especially water and 
sewer upgrades. Everyone had also experienced 
supply chain problems. And we all exchanged 
ideas about how to promote more community 
involvement and facilitate better communication 
with our citizens.

My CityVision review
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at THE FARM 

teventeven

atterfieldatterfield

THURSDAY, MAY 18

Dinner and  live music
Chef of the award-winning 

Atlanta restaurant Miller Union, Steven 
Satterfield has enchanted diners with 
his vegetable dishes, capturing the 
essence of fresh produce through a 

simple, yet elegant cooking style.

buy tickets
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Andrea Gabbard
Top 5% of the MLS in 2022 

(HCBOR) 
c: 828.200.6742 

AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

16 ACRES with WATERFALL, STREAM , TROUT POND 
AND BARN (Horses Allowed)

191 N. Hollow, Cashiers 
In GlenCove - membership not required 

Offered for $3,999,999

•Investing at 4,118 Ft• 

Jeannie Chambers
Chambers Realty 
& Vacation Rentals

I Do or Adieu for ADU

What is an ADU? I’m 
glad you asked. ADU 
stands for Accessory 

Dwelling Unit and can mean an 
attached or detached residential 
structure that is used primarily 
for a single-family dwelling/resi-
dence. 

If  you think ADUs are 
new, think again. They’ve been 
around forever, just under a dif-
ferent name. Names like: Car-
riage house, mother-in-law suite, 
garage apartment, granny flat, 
etc. ADU is the newish term, but 
you can call yours whatever you want. 

Here’s the thing. Do you want to em-
brace and marry an ADU revision to our 
zoning ordinance? Do you take this ADU 
to be your lawfully joined residence on your 
property? If  so, say “I DO.”

Do you think an ADU revision would 
be an abhorrent idea in our town? If  so, say, 
Adieu! 

Our town had a community plan done 
in 2021. Of  the survey sent out to all the 
business owners, sixty-two businesses re-
sponded representing 1203 employees. 

• 61% agree more hotels OR rentals 
downtown would help their business.

• 51% agree more residential housing 
would be helpful to their business.

• 0% agree that employee housing is 
readily available. 

Before you say I Do or Adieu, let’s look 
at the pros and cons. Always the optimist, 
I’ll start with the PROS, the positive aspects 
of  ADUS.

#1 BOOM! ADUs could help alleviate 
the problem of  employee/workforce hous-
ing.

According to a recent AARP article, 
“Unlike tiny homes, ADUs are compact but 
not teeny, so they’re a more practical option 
for individuals, couples and families seeking 
small, affordable housing.” And “ADUs are 
often hidden from view because they’re po-
sitioned behind or indistinct from the main 
house.

#2 ADUs offer young people/adult 
children entry-level housing choices.

Whether it’s your own twenty-some-
thing wanting to strike out on their own, 
or your forty-fifty something who needs to 
move back home (and to be honest, do you 
really want them underfoot? Probably not 
any more than they want you underfoot.) 
Either of  these scenarios means some-

one needs a place, just a small 
place to stay until they can get 
on their feet, which can be any-
where from three months to 
three years. An ADU would be 
the most affordable way to go. 

#3 ADUs have less impact 
on the community. 

These are a way to increase 
density of  residential neighbor-
hoods without necessarily hav-
ing cluster homes or huge de-
velopments. 

#4 ADUs can help home-
owners stay in their homes lon-

ger. 
Whether older homeowners need a 

little income to help pay their taxes and oth-
er expenses, or they want to downsize by 
moving themselves into their ADU while 
renting their main house to a local family, 
either way helps the neighborhood stay a 
neighborhood.

Here are the cons, the negative reac-
tions that will come. There’ll be more, they 
can’t help it.

#1. ADUs will turn into STRs.
Some have already voiced the pos-

sibility of  an ADU turning into a short-
term rental. Under the current zoning, that 
wouldn’t be possible. Since an ADU is rath-
er close to or is a part of  a main dwelling, 
the possibility of  a STR (less than 30 nights) 
isn’t as likely. 

#2 Allowing ADUs will be like the 
wild, wild west. A new frontier.

Everybody and their brother will have 
ADUs. Although I can’t guarantee anything, 
my bet is that not EVERYBODY on your 
street or in your neighborhood  would not 
want renters in their backyard. (But bless 
those who would)

So, what about it? Do you think you’d 
be in favor of  your neighbor adding an 
ADU? If  there were just something to go 
by, you know some rules laid out that we 
could see. 

SHAZAAM! There ARE some rules 
in consideration. HB 409 

HB409 is not to be confused with the 
household cleaner, 409, but who knows? 
This bill would clean up a lot of  the mess 
we’re in.

At the time of  this paper, our office 
manages five long-term rentals (LTRs). If  
we had ten additional LTRs, they would 
probably have no trouble staying filled. We 
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SAPPHIRE VALLEY
MLS# 101972 | $849,000

THE MICHAUD/RAUERS GROUP
JUDY MICHAUD: (828) 371-0730  |  MITZI RAUERS: (404) 218-9123 
TOM GOLDACKER: (828) 200-9045 
 JOHN MUIR: (404) 245-7027 | BROOKS KITTRELL: (828) 230-4453

HIGHLANDS FALLS COUNTRY CLUB 
MLS# 101996 | $2,250,000
Boasting both stunning views of Whiteside and Chimneytop mountains and a 
rushing stream, this property is a true gem. the spacious living room features a 
striking floor-to-ceiling stone fireplace and is seamlessly connected to the dining 
room and a generously sized kitchen that will delight the most discerning home 
chef. The kitchen boasts custom cabinetry, granite counters, stainless steel 
appliances, and a beautiful custom wood island. Wrap around open decks and two 
screened porches, including a private one off the master beroom, provide plenty of 
outdoor living space to admire the captivating views.

4
BR

4
BA

1
HBA

3
BR

3
BA

1
HBA

This custom home was completed in July 2022 and comes furnished and ready to 
go for the 2023 season! The great room features a floor-to-ceiling stone fireplace, 
a large dining area, and is open to a kitchen with custom cabinets and granite 
countertops. The primary bedroom is on the main floor; two guest bedrooms with 
sitting areas and walk-in closets are upstairs. Heated floors in bathrooms. 
Centrally located to amenities with mostly newer homes and many year round 
residents. Walk to Whisper lake for swimming, boating, or fishing, including a 
spot to store your kayak Includes all SVMA amenities! Use year round or as a 
rental.

DON COLLINS
CELL: (828) 226-5243
OFFICE: (828) 526-1717
DON@BHHSMMR.COM

WWW.MEADOWSMOUNTAINREALTY.COM   |  (828) 526-1717  |  488 MAIN ST, HIGHLANDS  |  2334 CASHIERS RD, HIGHLANDS  |  196 BURNS ST, CASHIERS

©2023 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are 
registered service marks of Columbia Insurance Company, a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate. Equal Housing Opportunity.
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•Highlands Dining•

visit highlandsburritos.com

Hours
Open Mon-Sat: 11a-3p 

Closed Sundays
Online Ordering Available and

NOW SERVING MARGARITAS!

highlandermountainhouse.com

For Hours and to order on line go to:
SweetTreatsHighlands.com

Corner of 4th & Main • 115 S. 4th Street | 828-526-9632

Craft Ice Cream & 
Hand-Crafted 
Sandwiches

Fast & Fresh Family Food

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
& Highlander Mountain House 

highlandermountainhouse.com
290 Main Street • Highlands • 828-526-2590

BREAKFAST:
Complimentary 
muffins & coffee 
for hotel guests 

LUNCH: 
Friday.•11:30a - 2:30p 

DINNER: 
Thurs.-Sat. • 5:30-9p

BRUNCH:
Sat & Sun 10a - 3p

Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p • Sun. 11a to 7p 
Closed Tuesdays

828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

Asia HouseAsia House
Japanese • Asian• Thai Cuisine

828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900

151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

Open for Dine-in 
and Take-out

Lunch 12-3p • Dinner 4:30 - 9:30p 
Closed Wednesdays

� , lwoLFGANG'S l w RESTAURANT & WINE BISTRO 

Celebrating 29 years 

American Cuisine with a 
German Twist and Creole Flair 

474 Main Street I 828.526.3807 
wolfgangs.net 

Highlands Oldest Family Grocery 
70 years of making hungry people smile! 

Wonderful Steaks cut-to- order 
Prepared ready to heat sides and dimers 

Fresh produce, specialty foods and wine, homemade deli 
salads, sandwiches and salads homemade pies, cakes, 

cookies and so much more! 
OPEN

Wed.-Fri.: 9:30a-5:30p 
Sat.: 9:30a-4p

493 Dillard Road  828-526-2762

TUES – SAT
DINNER STARTS

@ 5:30 PM

DINE IN AND CARRY OUT : LAKESSIDERESTAURANT.INFO

Open for dinner 
beginning at 4 p.m.



Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round
Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar

Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Open 
7 days a week

Lunch: 11a-3:30p 
Dinner: 

5:30p - until

 •Dining•

The Secret Garden is in The Village Square 
behind K-H Founders Park. 

Offering hot & cold sandwiches, a variety of 
salads, bakery items, and 
SECRET daily specials. 

Modern Fast Food & 
Courtyard Market

208 N. 5th St. • Village Square
Highlands • (828) 305-7509

HOURS
Monday-Friday • 11a to 5p 

Saturday • noon to 3p

Wine, beer, ciders, seltzers, hard teas, hard Kombuchas 
and Delta 8 & Delta 9 cannabis beverages are available!

Saturday deliveries to businesses on Main & 4th st.
No delivery fee ... BUT $3 minimum tip

828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com
US 64w • Highlands

41 Years of Fine Dining

Open
Tues.-Sat.

5:30-9p
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 •Obituary•

 •Letter•

William “Pops” Arthur Shaheen, Sr., 
90, went home to be with Jesus on April 27, 
2023. William was born in Craven County, 
North Carolina to the late Uriah Grant and 
Elizabeth Phillips. He was later adopted by 
his stepfather Bob Shaheen. In addition to his 
parents he was preceded in death by his sister 
Marie Grant Hill and brothers Ben Grant and 
John Shaheen.

Pops was a hardworking man with a 
great heart and sense of  humor. He worked 
as the service station Manager at the Jackson-
ville Florida Navy Exchange, from where he 
retired. He enjoyed sports, fishing and hunt-
ing. After retiring he moved to the mountains 
where he volunteered at Sky Valley-Scaly 
Mountain Fire Department and worked at Sky Valley Golf  

William ‘Pops’ Arthur Shaheen, Sr.
and Ski Resort. Pops was a loving husband, 
father, grandfather and friend to all of  those 
who knew him. 

He is survived by his wife of  63 years, 
Ruby Gaskins Shaheen, and three sons Wil-
liam ?Billy? Arthur Shaheen Jr. (Peggy), Tim-
othy Earl Shaheen (PJ) both of  Florida, and 
Jonathan Hayes Shaheen (Gibby) of  High-
lands NC. Grandchildren, Elizabeth Rachel 
Willis Shaheen, Savannah Shaheen and John 
Hayes Shaheen.

A Celebration of  Life service will be 
held at a later time.

Online condolences can be left at www.
bryantgrantfuneralhome,com

Bryant-Grant Funeral Home & Crema-
tory is serving the Shaheen family. 

Dear Editor:
First, I would like to thank John Shearl for coming to 

Highlands last Thursday and taking the time to listen to 
everyone’s concerns. Also thank you Jim Breedlove, Hil-
ary Wilkes and Dr. Baldwin for coming; we appreciate your 
commitment, and I know it was a long night. 

After having Thursday’s meeting and Monday night’s 
Board of  Education meeting, the excuse and scapegoating 
from the county commissioners that the Board of  Educa-
tion wasn’t prioritizing the Highlands School Project is no 
longer a valid talking point. 

It is apparent that the County Commissioners have 
made it impossible for the school board by allowing only 

Please re-instate the Highlands Project/Pre-K
one priority which it will act upon. There is no valid rea-
son that the Highlands School Project cannot be prioritized 
with the commission’s blessing to continue. The commis-
sion sets the budget. 

We are asking that the board of  commissioners vote 
at the next county commissioners meeting to re-instate the 
plans for the Highlands School Project. This gives flexibility 
for the future when the funding question for the Highlands 
School Project is being discussed. Without the plans it is 
much more difficult to work out the possible funding av-
enues. 

So, again I ask and encourage the county commission-
ers to re-instate what was already an approved budget line 
item. 

The commission approved a 1.3-million-dollar proper-
ty for Franklin recently, so the idea of  no money for High-
lands really doesn’t hold up. 

Hopefully as the commission moves forward in the 
budgeting process it will also include discussion about the 
Highlands School Project’s overall funding to complete the 
upgrade to our school in a timely manner. It is small relative 
to the Franklin Project but would yield immediate positive 
outcomes. 

We are onboard with the Franklin High School project, 
but there is no good reason that the Highlands School Proj-
ect must be on the same timeline as the Franklin Project 
given its much bigger size, time it will take to complete, and 
complexity. 

Please do what’s right and include our small ask in the 
budget moving forward. Thank you.

Derek Taylor
Highlands
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• Incredible Views
• Par 72 Championship Course  

stretching 6,900 yards of Peaks and Valleys
• Open Daily, • Year-Round • Public Golf 

2 hrs. northeast of Atlanta • 20 Minutes from Highlands, NC
For Tee Times, Membership Information or Event Rentals, 

please call 706-746-5302 
www.skyvalleycountryclub.com

 The Coolest Golf Course  
in Georgia 

Upstairs and Across the 
Walkway at Falls on Main 

Highlands

Owner/Stylist: 
Lacy Jane Villardo

Stylists: 
Heather Escandon

Maggie Barden 
Desiray Schmitt 
Lauren Buckely
Valarie Welch

Nail Tech: 
Jenna Schmitt

Massage Therapist:
Brenda Lopez

Hair • Nails • Waxing 
Tanning • Facials • Massages 

Walk-ins Welcome!
Open at 9a Tues.-Sat.

828-526-3939

•Biz/Org News•

SUMMER
WORK
WORLD-CLASS RESORT 

F U L L  O R  P A R T  T I M E
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y 
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Read Highlands Newspaper for free from everywhere ... 
on the street or on the web.

Go to www.highlandsinfo.com. Click on Local News. 
Delivered and uploaded every Thursday AM

Pat Allen Julie Osborn

Pat Allen & Julie Osborn Top Performers in 2022
At a recent awards cer-

emony for Allen Tate Real-
tors/Pat Allen Realty Group 
held at the Old Edwards Inn, 
Pat Allen and Julie Osborn 
received the #1 Company-
wide Small Team for 2022 
Award out of  the 2,200 bro-
kers that serve the company 
throughout the Carolinas.  

Allen and Osborn were 
tops company-wide for List-
ing Units, Listing Volume, 
Listing Volume Closed and 
Closed Volume for the year. 
Allen Tate Realtors CEO, Pat Riley, and 
President, Gary Scott, presented the awards.  
Neal Hanks, President of  Allen Tate/Bev-
erly Hanks Realtors in Asheville, was also 
in attendance.  

Additional company-wide awards were 
presented to Allen Tate Realtors/Pat Allen 
Realty Group’s numerous top-performing 
Highlands and Cashiers-based brokers dur-
ing the ceremony.  Allen Tate Realtors is the 
#1 Independent Firm (non-franchise) in 

the Carolinas and is a member of  Leading 
Real Estate Companies of  the World® and 
Luxury Portfolio International®.

On May 1, Lance Hardin became the 
new Executive Director at the Highlands-
Cashiers Land Trust (HCLT), taking over for 
Dr. Gary Wein who is retiring. 

HCLT has grown significantly under 
Wein’s leadership, from less than 1,000 con-
served acres to almost 4,000 acres under 
HCLT protection. 

Hardin brings to HCLT a strong busi-
ness background, having spent more than 
two decades as a “big-4” tax and advisory 
consultant.  A love of  the Highlands’ region-
al culture prompted him to return to school 
for a graduate degree in Appalachian Stud-
ies, during which he conducted historical re-
search on HCLT properties. “I am so excited 
about the opportunities to continue HCLT’s 
mission,” says Hardin, adding “the organi-
zation and staff  have never been stronger, 
but our area’s natural resources are facing 
unprecedented pressure from development 
and other forces - HCLT’s conservation ef-
forts have never been more vital!” Hardin 
and his wife, Gwyn, reside in Highlands.

Lance Hardin

Hardin to take the 
helm at HCLT
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UNR I VA L ED

252 Audubon Trail
Cashiers, NC 28717 | $1,575,000 | MLS #101955 

Kelly Ramsay & Dan Doughty | 828-556-1252

48 Bearfoot Lane
Highlands, NC 28741 | $1,100,000 | MLS #101876 

Pat Allen & Julie Osborn | 828-200-9179

HIGHLANDS-DOWNTOWN OFFICE  |  828.526.8784

WILDCAT CLIFFS/CASHIERS OFFICE  |  828.526.4525

SAPPHIRE OFFICE  |  828.507.3165

#1 in the Carolinas#1 in the Carolinas

On May 1, Lance Hardin became the 
new Executive Director at the Highlands-
Cashiers Land Trust (HCLT), taking over for 
Dr. Gary Wein who is retiring. 

HCLT has grown significantly under 
Wein’s leadership, from less than 1,000 con-
served acres to almost 4,000 acres under 
HCLT protection. 

Hardin brings to HCLT a strong busi-
ness background, having spent more than 
two decades as a “big-4” tax and advisory 
consultant.  A love of  the Highlands’ region-
al culture prompted him to return to school 
for a graduate degree in Appalachian Stud-
ies, during which he conducted historical re-
search on HCLT properties. “I am so excited 
about the opportunities to continue HCLT’s 
mission,” says Hardin, adding “the organi-
zation and staff  have never been stronger, 
but our area’s natural resources are facing 
unprecedented pressure from development 
and other forces - HCLT’s conservation ef-
forts have never been more vital!” Hardin 
and his wife, Gwyn, reside in Highlands.

Hardin to take the 
helm at HCLT
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Highlands School 2023 Prom

Photos by the Highlands School Sunset Staff
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• See SHEARL page 17

Returning for the 2023 season! 

Written by Louise Fletcher/ Directed by Michael Lanzilotta 

Thursday-Saturday, May 18, 19, 20@ 7:30 pm 
Sunday, May 21 @ 2:30 pm 

Thursday-Saturday, May 25, 26, 27@ 7:30 pm 
Sunday, May 28@ 2:30 pm 

Highlands Performing Arts Center-507 Chestnut Street 

For more information: 

www.highlandsperformingarts.com/hcp.html I 828-526-8084

I’m baaaaaack again!
With the same menu, low prices, FREE coffee and an older more mellow attitude!

Come by for a visit and enjoy those Appalachian Fries and a fresh Gyro! 

Salads • Pitas • Burgers • Philly Cheese Steak • Shrimp Pita • Susan’s Rueben • Italian Sausage • Chicken Wings 
Appalachian Fries • Onion Rings • Fried Shrimp • Fish n’ Chips • Chicken Fingers and more!

Dine in or Call in your order for Pickup! • 828-482-1513 • 462 Dillard Road (across from Dusty’s)
Highlands

Lunch
Tues. - Sat.

11a to 3p
828-482-1513

...NURSES continued from page 1 ...SHEARL continued from page 1

reasons for choosing a career in healthcare, 
but boils down to dedication and commit-
ment to care for others.

Kimberly Townsend is a Clinical 
Nurse Coordinator at HCH.

Kimberly Townsend is a CNC at HCH 
and followed in the footsteps of  her grand-
mother, who was also a nurse. Townsend 
said her grandmother would show the en-
tire family how to properly take care of  
others, and treat them like family.

Townsend said she especially enjoys 
working at a patient’s bedside and getting 
to know them.

“I love being able to be there advo-
cating for my patient,” she said. “They’re 
scared, they don’t feel well, and they often 
don’t speak up or what to tell the doctor.”

Townsend remembers a time when 
a 3-year-old boy came to the emergency 
room with an injury to his forehead. The 
boy’s 1 year-old sister was at her wits ends 
and would not stop screaming.

Townsend spoke to the injured boy 
and helped calm him down, and he then 
calmed down the hysterical baby-sister.

“It made me feel really good, like I 
was where I needed to be,” she said. “Doc-
tors can’t assess a patient if  everyone in the 
room is freaking out. To have that impact 
and to know I was able to help them, it’s 

comforting.”
Diana Shane is a Nursing Administra-

tive Supervisor at HCH. She does a bit of  
everything, including bedside nursing, acute 
care, and emergency room duty.

She chose the healthcare field because 
of  an interest in babies and technology and 
began her career working in a neonatal in-
tensive care unit. This led to outpatient, pre-
op, and post-op surgical care.

Shane then transitioned to a manage-
rial position, but still felt the need to care for 
patients.

“I wanted to do both, so this is the per-
fect place,” she said. “I can be a nurse and a 
manager; I can fill out reports while wear-
ing scrubs. It stimulates both things that I 
enjoy.”

She added that being part of  a great 
team makes her position even that more re-
warding.

“It’s absolutely amazing here, I love it,” 
said Shane. “I’ve never been somewhere so 
embracing and war. Everyone here is con-
sidered family right from the beginning.”

From May 6-12, take a moment to 
thank a nurse, give them a shoutout on so-
cial media, send a card, flowers, donuts or 
candy; something to show appreciation for 
their dedication and compassion demon-
strated each day on the job.

National Nurses 
Week is May 6-12. 
Pictured are nurses 
from HC Hospital 
and the Eckerd Liv-
ing Center; from left 
are Tracy Jernigan, 
Stephanie Mallonee, 
Kimberly Townsend, 
and Diana Shane. 
Not pictured is 
Sarah Pennington.

and they want to hear one thing from you: 
come hell or high water you will stand up 
and let the other four commissioners know 
that Highlands is number one. And they 
want to see you fight and do whatever it 
takes to do that,” said one participant. “You 
make that commitment tonight, that at ev-
ery meeting you will stand up and fight for 
Highlands and not just roll, that’s what they 
want to hear. Will you commit to do that? 
We have yet to hear you say you will be our 
number one advocate. They have not heard 
you say that tonight.”

MC BOE Superintendent Dr. Chris 
Baldwin and BOE members Hilary Wilkes 
and Chairman Jim Breedlove joined Shearl 
during the discussion thaat was initiated by 
“Highlands for Good Government.” 

The $329,000 allocated for LS3P Ar-
chitects for the Highlands Expansion/Pre-
K Project was in the FY ’22-’23 budget, and 
Phase 1 of  the multi-phase design project 
was completed in the fall for $35,000.

Phases 2 and 3, which would have made 
the project “shovel ready” and thereby eli-
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3rd Annual Bear Shadow at Winfield Farm
was April 28-30 

Photos and story by 
Kim Lewicki
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3rd Annual Bear Shadow at Winfield Farm
was April 28-30 

Last weekend, more than 
4,000 people - more than the two 
previous festivals - attended the 
3-day Bear Shadow music fes-
tival that was spread out across 
the pastoral setting of  Winfield 
Farm.

Bands from across the coun-
try gathered to entertain while 
festival goers ate, drank and were 
merry to the sounds of  live mu-
sic.

Bands included Lissie, Fruit 
Bats, Spoon, Myron Elkins,  
Neal Francils, The Head and the 
Heart, Woody Platt and Shannon 
Whiteworth, Jason Isbel and the 
400 Unit. 

Three bands played each day 
and into the night while families 
and people of  all ages wandered 
about enjoying the free beverages 
of  all kinds while sampling the of-
ferings from several food vendors.

Retail shops also set up camp 
at the festival offering clothing, 
jewelry and more.

The weather is always a factor 
at outdoor festivals, but luckily for 
the most part it cooperated with 
cool temperatures and wind offset 
by sun and blue skies.

Sunday’s festival was post-
poned by one hour due to rain Sat-
urday night and Sunday morning, 
but that didn’t dampen spirits.

This year Bear Shadow part-
nered with Sky Valley-Scaly Moun-
tain Volunteer Fire & Rescue and 
The Resource Institute that works 
to keep land and waterways safe for 
people and wildlife. $25 of  every 
ticket went to support these orga-
nizations.
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Yard Art 
Open for pickup & delivery

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

468 Carolina Way • Highlands
(Between N. 4th & N. 5th)

828-526-3909

~Home Decor
~Gifts

~Jewelry
~ Original Art Work

�E llFE 
�!� 

Hours: 9am-5pm 
Mon-Sat 

828-526-5999
wholelifehighlands@icloud.com 
LOCATED AT 680 M 'ITII ST, IIIGlllAMDS NEcm Organic smoothie/juice

bar located 
inside Whole 

a �.&.ID Life Market 

828-526-2112
visithighlandsnc.com

Pop Up Pipers!
Celebrating Highlands’ Heritage  

Listen for the call of the Highlands Bagpipers as they perform 

from a different location the first Saturday of each month 

through October. 

This Month's  Performance: 

The First Presbyterian Church of Highlands

471 Main Street

Saturday, May 6

 4:30 – 5 p.m. 

Performances are made possible by the  Highlands Chamber of Commerce/

Visit Highlands, NC.  

get calls and drop-ins all the time about 
long-term rentals (year-round AND for 
the season). Incidentally, if  we don’t have 
anything for them, we usually ask them to 
put an ad in this paper, so if  you know of  a 
home for rent, have them check the paper 

...INVESTING continued from page 4
and/or put in their own ad.

We need to support HB-409. I do 
NOT agree with those who say that STRs 
have taken away all the affordable housing 
for local workers and their families. We’ve 
had the same problem in at least the past 

31 years that I’ve been helping people find 
housing. 

Contact your local Congressman and 
other representatives to voice your concerns 
about ADUs.

Congressman Chuck Edwards 200 N. 
Grove St., Ste. 121, Hendersonville, NC 
28792  828-425-7310.

Representative Karl Gillespie 300 N. 
Salisbury St. Rm. Raleigh, NC 27603 530 
919-733-5859.

Senator Kevin Corbin 300 N. Salis-
bury St., Rm. 623, Raleigh, NC 27603  919-
733-5875.

And call your mother. You should 
definitely call your mother- she’ll steer you 
the right way.

Hope to see you at the wedding where 
we can all agree, “WE DO”.

Senior Night and recognized seniors Caro-
line Woods, Addie Westendorf, Getsi Her-
nandez, and Brittany Damien.

Highlands Coach Caleb Brown said a 
few words after the game commemorating 
their soccer careers as Lady Highlanders 
and said they would be missed both on and 
off  the field.

Highlands has an 8-1 conference re-
cord putting them in second place behind 
Swain, who they play at 6:30 p.m. on May 
5 at home.

...WIN
continued from page 1
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Atlanta • Highlands • Cashiers

Specializing in Kitchen Design & Cabinets
Certified Kitchen Designer on staff

melinda@melindabarber.com
www.melindabarber.com

ASID Interior Designers 
Offering Full Designer Services

Cabinets • Kitchen • Bath • Furnishings 

In-home Consultation 
828-226-2083

Cardinal CleanersCardinal Cleaners
Fine Dry Cleaning Since 1960

45 Slabtown Road, Unit B-3, Cashiers
828-743-9100

ATTENTION:
Highlands Customers!

Bring this ad with your first order 
of  dry cleaning 

and/or laundry to our 
Cashiers location and 

receive a 
20% discount 

on that order and all future orders!

45 Slabtown 
Road, 

Unit B-3 (next 
to Slabtown 

Pizza

We look forward to serving you!

•Biz/Org News•

Clark Plexico

Mountaintop Rotarian fighting for the safety of Afghan families
By Robin King Austin

Clark Plexico is no stranger to hard 
work and big challenges, but he is in the fight 
of  his life right now, trying to save families 
targeted by the Taliban. The people he is 
working to save are those who worked for 
American organizations or fought for human 
rights. He and a group of  former Afghan 
temporary residents working for various or-
ganizations have come together to try and 
save these families which is as complicated as 
it can possibly be. 

A former NC State Senator, Clark repre-
sented this area at one time, but prior to that, he spent time 
in Afghanistan and Iran working with organizations that 
promoted Democracy, human rights, and building interna-
tional relations. He recently was presented with the Order 
of  the Longleaf  Pine from Gov. Cooper for his long-term 
service to our state. 

For the last two years, his life (and the lives of  many 
others in his international group), has been consumed by 
putting families into safe houses, finding funding for their 
sustenance and working to get them out of  the danger zone. 
He spends hours every day fighting for their safety, trying to 
raise funds, and connecting with people all over the world 
to save lives. 

He reports some successes on the Afghan front, “We 
have been able to get about 40 people to Canada and ap-
proximately another 40 some into the U.S. In addition, we 
have individuals who we assisted to get to other countries 
in order to process their visas into either the U.S. or Cana-
da. That number is around 30 or so and they are in various 
countries in the region or in Europe.

We spent months negotiating with various countries to 

let us bring our Afghans into their country so 
that they can begin processing their visas into 
the U.S. and Canada”

But there are still many people left in Af-
ghanistan who are targeted and hunted daily. 
The horror of  what will happen to them – 
and what has already happened to some, is 
almost too terrible to print. But reality is the 
Taliban history of  what they will do, behead-
ing, using the children as sex slaves, has been 
threatened to one woman who fought for 
woman’s rights. Now in hiding, unfortunately 
still in Afghanistan, she and her family are in 

grave danger. 
Mountaintop Rotary is extremely proud of  Clark’s long 

dedication to these people and the stressful and brutal work 
to find ways to get them to safety. 

“Mountaintop Rotary in Highlands has raised almost 
$4,000 so far for Clark’s work and invites others in the com-
munity to join us in fighting this terrible fight,” said Michael 
Lanzilotta, President of  Mountaintop Rotary of  Highlands. 
For further information please contact Michael Lanzilotta at 
404-273-6481 or incoming President Bill Kirkman at 404-
219-7498.  Donations are sent to Global Network Founda-
tion, a U.S. 501 (c) (3) who is working with Clark’s team of  
volunteers in this effort. All donations are 100% tax deduct-
ible and used 100% to support these families. 

Nancy Gould-Aaron (Highlands Chamber Music Festival), 
Kaye McHan (Highlands Chamber of Commerce/Visit High-
lands, NC) and Steve Ham (Highlands Motoring Festival).

Leaders from area non-profits gathered at the High-
lands Chamber of  Commerce/Welcome Center received 
sponsorship monies from room tax proceeds.

The following sponsorship were awarded for the sec-
ond quarter of  2023: Highlands Motoring Festival ($15,000); 
Mountain Theatre Company ($15,000); Highlands Chamber 
Music Festival ($12,000);Highlands Rotary Club – Annual 
Golf  Tournament ($1,000) 

Room tax funds organizations
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•Highlands Area Events •
THE POOL IS OPEN
• Public Swim: Mon.-Wed. 3:30-

7p; Sat. 11a-6p; Sun. 1-6p. Adult Swim: 
Mon.-Wed. 11a-3:30p and Thurs. and 
Fri., 11a-2p. Lap Swim: Mon-Fri 6a-
9:45a and Sat. 10-11a. Water Aero-
bics: Mon.-Fri. 10-11a. 828-526-1595.

OnGoing
• Looking for a fun, engaging way 

to explore Highlands with your fam-
ily? The “Kids Hike Highlands” trail 
passport program has been refreshed 
for the 2023 season. pick up a copy 
of the Kids Hike Highlands passport 
map at one of the four prize locations 
or you can download a copy at www.
highlandsbiological.org.

Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri, Sat, & 
Sun

• Alcoholics Anonymous: 
“Open Meetings” are for anyone 
who thinks they may have a drinking 
problem or for anyone interested 
in the A.A. program of recovery. 
Highlands Mountain View Group 
holds open meetings in Highlands at 
the First Presbyterian Church, 471 
Main St., on Monday at 5:30 PM and 
Wednesday and Friday at noon. The 
Cashiers Valley Group holds open 
meetings at the Albert Carlton Ca-

shiers Community Library Tuesday at 
7 PM, Friday and Sunday at 5 PM, and 
Saturday at 9 AM. A ZOOM meeting 
is available Wednesday at 7PM (ID# 
921 817 2966, password CVG2020). 
For more information, please visit 
www.aawnc80.org or to speak with 
a member of AA 24/7 at 828-349-
4357

Second Mondays
• The local chapter of PEO, an 

off-campus sorority founded in the 
1800s that provides grants and loans 
to women with financial need who 
want to return to school or further 
their education meets at 10 a.m. 
More meeting places call president 
Paula McDonald at 706-372-3004 

1st Tuesdays
• Indivisible Highlands from 

5-6:30 pm at the Hudson Library. 
2nd Tuesdays
• Highlands Writers Group 

meets on alternate Tuesday after-
noons at 3pm. Writers still uncom-
fortable with in-person gatherings 
may participate via Zoom meetings 
held on the second or third Tuesday 
of each month at 3pm. Members re-
ceive weekly notification regarding 
when and how the group will assem-

ble. For more information contact 
Bud Katz at either 828-526-3190 or 
at budandlynn@me.com 

Tuesdays
• Strength Training 8:15-9:15am. 

Aim for strong, lean muscles using 
light weights, body weight, and high 
repetition to shape and tone. 

Mon-Fri
• Water Aerobics 18 years plus 

10-11am. Contact the Recreation 
Department at 828-526-3556 for 
more information.

• Pickle Ball inside and outside. 
10am-1pm, everyone is welcome so 
come out and enjoy a game of Pickle 
Ball.

Mon., Tues., Thurs.
• The Food Pantry behind the 

Methodist Church on Spring Street 
is open from 10a to 6p.

Mon. & Wed.
• New Mobility Class with Anna 

Norton It’s all about movement. 5:30-
6:30pm and Wednesday 6:45-7:45. For 
more info, call 267-825-0716.

Mon, Wed, Fri
• Heart Healthy Exercise Class 

8:30-9:30am. $25 a month, The class 
is led by Cathy Hodgson. Contact 
the Recreation Department at 828-
526-3556 for more information.

• Aerobics w/Tina Rogers 8-9a. 
Contact the Recreation Department 
at 828-526-3556 for more info.

Tues. & Thurs.
• New Zumba class with Gay 

Chaplin from 4:30-5:30p. Contact 
the Recreation Department at 828-
526-3556 for more information.

• Exercise Class with Michelle 
Lane at 5:30. A combination class 
with different types of exercise. Con-
tact the Recreation Department at 
828-526-3556 for more information

First Wednesdays
• Hudson Library, in partner-

ship with VAYA Health, is hosting an 
educational series on adult mental 
health, at 11a. This series is aimed 
particularly at older adults and will 
focus on mental health issues of par-
ticular interest to them.

Wednesdays
• ESL classes are held at the 

Presbyterian Church in Highlands 
from 5:30-6:30pm. No registration 
required – just show up and partici-
pate. Questions? Visit www.maconn-
cliteracy.org, call 828-526 – 0863 or 
email info@maconncliteracy.org

 Thursdays
• Kickboxing 8:15-9:15am. An ex-

hilarating and fun mix of martial arts 
for a calorie-burning workout. Con-

tact the Recreation Department at 
828-526-3556 for more information.

• At Hudson Library, Kids Zone 
at 3:30 pm with a wide variety of 
STEAM, nature, and craft activities. 
For more information about any 
of these summer activities, contact 
Hudson Library at 828-526-3031.

3rd Fridays
• At the Rec Park, Senior Lunch-

es noon in the meeting room. For any 
other information call Lester Norris 
or Maxine Ramey at 828-526-3556.

2nd Saturdays
• The Western North Carolina 

Woodturners Club meets in High-
lands at The Bascom at 10 a.m. March 
thru November.

3rd Saturdays
• The American Legion Post 

370 meets at the First Methodist 
Church at 315 Main Street in their 
Community Room/909 Chapel. We 
serve breakfast at 9am and hold our 
monthly meeting at 10amWe invite 
ALL Veterans to attend. Contact Ed 
McCloskey, Commander for any in-
formation @828-787-1660.

Through May 31
• The Fontana Regional Library 

system, including Hudson Library in 
Highlands, is starting an Active Audio 
Challenge that will run from March 
1st through May 31st. Participants 
who listen to 25 hours of audio-
books, while being active, will receive 
a prize. To register for the Challenge, 
come by Hudson Library and pick up 
the logbook used to record entries. 
For more information or to request 
an accommodation, please call the li-
brary at 828-526-3031. 

Fri. - Sun., May 5 - 7
• At Half-Mile Farm, live fire 

cooking with Old Edwards Executive 
Chef Chris Huerta & Half-Mile Farm 
Chef Jason Tardo featuring locally 
grown Providence Farmstead pro-
tein. Social Hour Friday and Saturday 
evenings from 5-6 pm with compli-
mentary hors d’oeuvres and live mu-
sic from 5-8 pm. Craft beverages also 
are available from the J. Henry Farm-
house Tavern. Book Online: https://
www.oldedwardshospitality.com/
half-mile-farm#/booking/step-1 

Fri- Sat. May 5-6
• There is a Cowee Valley Quilt 

& Fiber Celebration at Cowee School 
Arts & Heritage Center from 10a to 
4p. There will be workshops, demon-
strations, kids activities, vendors, a 
fashion show and more. To register 
for workshops and find more info go 
to www.coweeschool.org

Fri., May 5
• Local author Victor Treutel 

will appear at Hudson Library on 
Friday at 2 PM to talk about his new 
historical fiction release When the 
Dogwoods Bloom. Books will be 
available for purchase and signing at 
this free event.

• Charles Gandy EMBEL-
LISHED KNITTING workshop 1 to 
4 and Get Weaving with Sarah How-
ard May 5th at 10:30 live ZOOM 
Talk taking place during the Cowee 
Valley Quilt & Fiber Celebration at 
the Cowee School Arts & Heritage 
Center Franklin N.C. Go to www.
coweeschool.org to RSVP 

Sat., May 6
• Bee Kind: Cinco De Mayo 

Celebration, Big Kitchens, Little 
Chefs,11a to 1p at The Highlands 
Food Pantry downstairs at the 
methodist church on Main Street 
for the “bigs” & “littles” of Big 
Brothers & Sisters, co-hosted by 
IFC. Hands-on experience - engage 
with traditional Cinco de Mayo in-
gredients and cuisine. Discussion 
will take place about the holiday and 
its significance in Mexico. Michael 
Greene, LCSWA, will incorporate 
the benefits of cooking and nutri-
tion to mental health. For more info, 
contact Danielle Hernandez at ca-
shiers@bbbswnc.org 

• Pop-up Bagpipers at 1st Pres-
byterian Church from 4:30-5p.

• Join us in a cozy, Appalachian 
tavern for an intimate performance 
with one of country music’s most 
respected artists, Charlie Worsham 
at The Ruffed Grouse Tavern at 
Highlander Mountain House, 270 
Main Street. 8:30 - 10:30 pm 

Tues., May 9 
• Bee Kind: Compassion and 

Reciprocity: Lessons from the Pol-
linator Garden at 10 a.m., at 111 
Lower Lake Road, Highlands. For 
more info, contact Paige Engel-
brektsson,  paige@highlandsbiologi-
cal.org  or 828-526-2623. 

Wed., May 10 
• Bee Kind: Honeybees and 

the Christian Imagination: a lesson 
in the Kindness of God at the Epis-
copal Church of the Incarnation, 
520 Main Street, Highlands at 5:30p.
Honeybees and the Christian Imagi-
nation: a lesson in the Kindness of 
God Honeybees have captured the 
hearts and imaginations of Christians 
throughout history. Holy Scripture, 
sacred art, and theological reflection 
have all made good use of the rich 

..on Nancy’s side • 828-526-5029
...on Bob’s side • 828-526-1029

2060 Dillard Rd, Highlands
2 miles south of Main

Let Nancy’s Fancys & The Exchange for Men Bridge that gap. 
Have Nancy & Bob dress you for any occasion.

Casual, Dressy, Golf -- Morning,  Noon & Night Wear.
We are here to help you celebrate Mother’s &  

Father’s Day. “Summer Whites” are now available!
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•Highlands Area Events •

322 Main Street, Highlands • 828-482-0818

Highlands Mercantile is OPEN!Highlands Mercantile is OPEN!

Fine goods for your family and home.
Books • Chocolates • Coffee • Guy Gifts • Home • Skincare

and layered witness of honeybees. 
Together we explore together what 
some of God’s smallest creatures 
have to teach us about kindness and 
community. All are welcome. A light 
reception will follow the lecture. The 
Rev. Bentley Manning at bentley@in-
carnationwnc.org  or 828-526-2968 
for more info. 

Thurs., May 11 
• “Bee Kind Bingo” at the 

Highlands Community Building, : 869 
N 4th Street, Highlands at 6:30-8:30. 
Bring cash! $1 per bingo card, Raffle 
tickets for prizes: $5 each or $20 for 
5. Food for purchase. For more info, 
contact Linda Kirkman at lind a@
kirkman.com  or 770-296-2762. 

Sat., May 13 
• Bee Kind: Boys and Girls 

Club of the Plateau MayFest 12-
3p. The Boys & Girls Club of the 
Plateau welcomes the youth and 
families to join BGCP, and our  lo-
cal schools/non-profits for a fun day 
filled with creative learning activi-

ties, games, and more! Boys & Girls 
Club of the Plateau 558 Frank Allen 
Road, Cashiers For more info, (828) 
743-2775  https://www.bgcplateau.
org/news-and-events 

Sun., May 14
• At PAC, Steep Canyon Rang-

ers. For tickets, email highland-
spacnc@gmail.com.

Wed., May 17
• At Acorn’s a book signing from 

2-4 pm, with Chef Steven Satterfield 
of Miller Union in Atlanta who will 
be signing copies of his book, “Root 
to Leaf: A Southern Chef Cooks 
Through the Seasons.”

Thurs – Sat, May 18-20
• “Nightwatch” with the High-

lands-Cashiers Players at PAC at 7:30 
p.m. Unable to sleep, Elaine Wheeler 
paces the living room of her Manhat-
tan townhouse, troubled by unsettling 
memories and vague fears. Her hus-
band tries to comfort her, but when 
he steps away for a moment, Elaine 
screams as she sees (or believes she 
sees) the body of a dead man in the 

window across the way. 
Thurs., May 18
• Bee Kind: Satulah Sunset 

for the Spirit Satulah Sunset for the 
Spirit. Meet at Kelsey Hutchison park 
at 7p and hike to  Satulah for the 8:30 
sunset. Keep the 17th open as well 
just in case the weather doesn’t  co-
operate! Easy uphill hike with incred-
ible views & the best place in town 
to soak up the sunset. For more info, 
call Hope Corbin at 301.523.0445

• At OEI’s The Farm from 6-9 
PM, James Beard Foundation award-
winning Chef Steven Satterfield of 
Miller Union in Atlanta. “Root to Leaf: 
A Southern Chef Cooks Through 
the Seasons” (featured on CBS This 
Morning). $185 per person, plus tax 
and gratuity. Book Online: https://
www.simpletix.com/e/chef-steven-
satterfield-dinner-tickets-123309

Friday, May 19
• Dedication of the new Fire 

Station at Oak and Main streets from 
4-6 pm. 

Mother’s 
Day

BOGO 
Sale!

DIVA’s
ON MAIN
24 E. Main St. 
Franklin, NC

828-369-7300...SHEARL continued from page 11
gible for grants or state funding, 
was halted by the newly elected 
board in February. The money 
allocated for LS3P was put back 
into the General Fund where it 
sits today.

“The $35,000 which com-
pleted, phase 1 was not a waste 
of  money, we have the plans. The 
money is there for all phases, but 
in February every one of  you 
took it away and halted the proj-
ect. Phases 2 and 3 is $160,000 of  
the $329,000 that was budgeted,” 
said Wilkes. “Reinstate the con-
tract so LS3P can continue their 
work. That puts us in the position 
to be ‘shovel ready’ and grant-
ready for the next budget cycle.” 

Citizens demanded to know 
why the project was halted, why 
the county allocated funds to 
LS3P Architects to make the 
Franklin High School Athletic 
Complex [estimated at $14 mil-
lion] destined for the Hidgon 
property “shovel ready” and why 
Shearl has been an adversary 
rather than an advocate for High-
lands.

“I have never heard of  a con-
tract being cancelled when a new 
board came on,” said Jeff  Weller. 

“Your Board of  Commission can-
celed it. It was a unanimous vote. 
During that discussion I unfortu-
nately didn’t see you say a word. 
You need to become our advocate 
not our adversary. Do you feel you 
advocated for Highlands when you 
voted to defund the project?”

Time and time again through-
out the 2 ½ hour meeting, Shearl 
said funding for all projects was 
on hold while the board figured 
out the FY ’23-’24 budget primar-
ily focusing on the FHS expansion 
which is expected to cost between 
$105 million and $118 million.

Throughout the evening, 
Shearl repeated his mantra, “I am 
not prepared to promise you any-
thing tonight” and “Until we figure 
out how to fund Franklin High 
School everything is on hold.”

“We are working to figure 
out what this county really needs,” 
said Shearl. “The school system 
isn’t the only needy agency in the 
county. We have to compile all 
these needs and figure out where 
we get the funds. Until we figure 
out Franklin High School funding 
we can’t go anywhere.”

Citizens struggled to get 
their heads around Shearl’s line 

of  thought especially since the 
contract with LS3P to make the 
Franklin High School Athletic 
Complex project that is destined 
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Proverbs 3:5 • Places to Worship • John 3:16

BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor (828) 421-1315

Sundays: School:10 a.m. , Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298

Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30
Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30 

CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley. GA • 706-746-2999 

Sundays: 10 a.m. Worship; Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

828-743-1701• 464 Hwy 64E. Cashiers. NC 28717
www.christanglicancashiers.com

9:30am Sunday School;10:30am Worship Service. Mon. Night 
Bible Study & Dinner, 6pm, call for details. 

CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY. CASHIERS
Pastor Brent Metcalf • 743-5470

www.cashiers.church
Sun.10:45am. S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.

Tues. Guys study 8am. Gals 10am.
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

283 Spring Street - Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m.
Testimony meeting: 3rd Wednesday at 5:30 p.m.

CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685

3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC • Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sundays: Service 10:45am, Children’s 10:30am

Wednesdays: Youth 5:30-7pm; Women’s Bible Study: Mondays 
4:30pm, Tuesdays 10am; Men’s Bible Study: Wednesdays & 

Thursdays 7am @ Zookeeper Bistro
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY

706. 746.3144 • 696 Sky Valley Way #447 
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas

Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd Sunday 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. W. Bentley Manning, Rector • 526-2968
5th and Main streets • www.incarnationwnc.org

Sunday: Rite I, spoken, 8 am in Chapel, Rite II with Choir 10:30 
am in Sanctuary, Wed: Healing Eucharist 12 pm in Chapel, 

Morning Prayer: Mon-Thurs 8:30 am in Chapel
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS

828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor • 220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Choir 5p; Prayer Mtg 6:15p 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Emily Wilmarth, pastor 
828-526-3175 • fpchighlands.org

Sun.: Adult Ed.: 10 a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.
Tues: Men’s Group 10 a.m. Wed: Bell Choir 4 p.m.. Choir:6p

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 

Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS

Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers

www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville. NC • 743-2729 • Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a. Worship 11a & 7p. Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson • 11339 Buck Creek Road
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily 

sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a. Wednesday Worship is 6:30p

HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
 Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376

In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
 909a Bluegrass and 11a Traditional

 www.highlandsmethodist.org
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA

2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
Rev. Ken Langsdrof

Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.
Visit our website: Holy Family Lutheran Highlands NC

MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah

Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11. Choir:6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE

Franklin • 828-634-1312 • mountainsynagoguewnc.com.
Services: 1st /Fri. and 3rd Sat. 

and Rosh Hashanah & Yom Kippur. 
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 

743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church.  

4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 
Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 

OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone – 526-2418
Tues. - 9:30am Latin; Thurs. - 9:30am English; Sun. - 11am English

SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby

Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 
ST. JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

Mass: Tues. noon (Latin). Thurs. 9a.; Fri.. noon; 
Sat. 5:30p; Sun. 9a 

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: • 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood

Sunday Services: 8a. 9:30 & 11a
Visit our website www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com for 

schedules of activities both virtual and in-person. 
Bazaar Barn is open Fri. & Sat. 10a -2p.

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 
85 Sierra Drive. Franklin • uufranklin.org  

Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers

•Spiritually Speaking•

• See SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING page 19

Pastor Dan Robinson
Highlands Central 
Baptist Church

In the 1990s I taught at the Fruitland Baptist College 
located near Asheville, NC. The course I taught was 
titled, Clinical Pastoral Education. 
As the title suggests, the course dealt not only with 

the expected classroom lectures, but with practical “Hands-
On” clinical experiences that my students (in general) and 
(Pastors in particular) could expect in their vocations.

Scheduled visits to a hospital, nursing home, funeral 
home and a psychiatric ward were included. Upon arriv-
ing at those institutions, I would hand my students over to 
the professionals who dealt with those particular areas. As 
you might imagine, there were a lot of  questions. The help 
forthcoming from these various spokesmen was invaluable.

While my students dealt rather matter-of-factly with 
physical illnesses, death, dying and the need provided by 
long-term care institutions, they sometimes stumbled over 
the issue of  mental illness.

Have you ever felt the same way?
I explained to my students that just as someone may 

have a broken bone, that same someone may, at times, have 
broken emotions or a broken mind. And, there can be heal-
ing and restoration for both.

When my first wife (Gwynne) died in 2002 I wrote a 
book about her and her illness of  ovarian cancer. The book 
is titled, Lord, The One You Love Is Sick. I chronicled not 
only her struggles, but my very deep struggles as well. 

I wrote candidly about my own dark, mental thoughts. 
And in my own words, “I came as close to the edge as I ever 
wanted to come.” 

Five years later I remarried a lady from Texas named 
Kaye. Her first husband was also a Baptist preacher. They 
had three children, all of  whom were bi-polar. The oldest 
took his own life in 1975 at the age of  18. One can only 
imagine the shock and heartache. Particularly in the Chris-
tian community. It was difficult (at best) for some Chris-
tians to reconcile any sort of  mental-emotional weakness 
with what they thought were the foundational tenets of  the 
Christian faith. In fact, at that point, Kaye’s husband began 
visiting a psychiatrist. And by the way, when he walked into 
the psychiatrist’s office, he discovered that the receptionist 
was a member of  his church! Surprise! He continued see-
ing a psychiatrist for 10 years. Remarkably during that time, 
the comments about his preaching were almost unilateral. 
He was such an encouragement to those who heard him! 
His experience with the emotional, mental conditions of  
his children as well as his own had deepened him in his faith 
and trust in God.

Life is stressful. People break down. They need en-
couragement, help, prayer and a listening ear. They do not 

BEE Kind
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•Police & Fire Reports•
Highlands Police entries from 

April 26. Only the names of persons 
arrested, issued a summons/cita-
tion, issued a Class-3 misdemeanor 
or those of public officials have been 
used. 

April 26
• At 7:44 a.m., officers responded to a 

2-vehicle accident on Spring Street.
April 27
• At 4:10 p.m., officers responded to 

a report of a shoplifter at Highland Hiker 
and Log Cabin on Main Street where cloth-
ing and purses valued at about $350 were 
taken.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue log 
from 4/25.

April 25
• At 12:55 p.m. the dept. responded to 

a fire alarm at a location on N. 5th Street.
April 26
• A little past midnight, the dept. was 

first-responders to a residence on US 64 
east.

• At 10:57 a.m., the dept. was first-re-

sponders to a residence on Songbird Lane.
April 27
• At 2:28 p.m., the dept. responded to 

a fire alarm at a location on Country Club 
Drive.

April 29
• At 4:54 p.m., the dept. was first-

responders to a residence on Falls Drive 
West.

April 30
• At 11:15 a.m., the dept. was first-re-

sponders to a location on Main Street.
• At 1:25 p.m., the dept. responded to a 

fire alarm at a residence on Happoldt Drive.
• At 4:39 p.m., the dept. provided public 

assistance at a residence on Carriage Lane.
• At 1:31 p.m., the dept. rescued a hiker 

on the Bartram Trail.
May 1
• At 8:53 a.m., the dept. was first-re-

sponders to a residence on Horse Cove 
Road.

• At 9:09 p.m., the dept. was first-re-
sponders to a residence on Simon Speed 
Road.

...SPIRITUALLY
 continued from page 18
need finger-pointing or armchair quarter-
back diagnoses. 

I hope you will be an Encourager to 
those around you. Whatever their mental, 
emotional, social, physical, vocational or 
psychological state/condition. I hope they 
will feel safe around you. I hope they can 
trust you whenever they don’t have all the 
answers or when their faith is failing.

They are valuable to Jesus. He loves 
them just as He does you.

May the Lord bless and keep you and 
give you a heart like His own for all of  the 
hurting humanity of  the world.

Highlands Festivals, Inc. announces new 
ticket purchase options to enhance 

Highlands Food & Wine Festival 
patrons regarding the ticket buying process 
and want to ensure an elevated experience 
with Highlands Food & Wine Festival at ev-
ery touch point,” said Casey Reid, Festival 
Director and partner at Eleven Events. “We 
are pleased to offer an improved ticket buy-
ing platform and opportunities to truly en-
hance the overall festival experience.”

Tickets for the 2023 Highlands Food 
& Wine Festival (Nov. 9-12) will be sold via 
TicketSpice for a more streamlined experi-
ence, no account setup required and a fan-
to-fan ticket exchange. The chef  and music 
talent lineups will be announced at a later 
date. Tickets are projected to sell out quickly.

Part of  the Highlands Festivals, Inc. 
mission is to give back to the local com-
munity through initiatives such as the Louis 
Osteen Legacy Scholarship and supporting 
local organizations like Friends of  Founders 
Park, Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust and 
Highlands Biological Foundation, as well as 
overall conservation and sustainability ef-
forts. 

For more information about tickets, 
interested patrons should visit https://high-
landsfoodandwine.com/.

Highlands Festivals, Inc., today an-
nounced a partnership with a new sales 
platform to make purchasing tickets for the 
annual Highlands Food & Wine Festival 
easier and more cost-effective when they 
go on sale Thursday, June 15 at 10 a.m. 
EST. 

“We listened to feedback from festival 

•Biz/Org News•



(828) 482-9374

The 
Highlands 

Barbershop
HAS MOVED!

to CASHIERS
224 107 S.

Make a right at the  
Crossroads. It’s on the 

right past the light.

Page 20 - Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., May 4, 2023 - 828-200-1371

Counseling Center strives to strengthen 
families and individuals by providing 

access to quality mental health services 
regardless of financial ability.

COUNSELINGCENTER.ORG

(864) 481-0598
info@counselingcenter.org

348 S Fifth St, Highlands, NC
Peggy Crosby Center

BE STILL ... MEDITATION
Vanessa L. Steele

Certified Primordial Sound Meditation
Private Instruction

302-588-3603

Highlands Automotive

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

NC
Inspection

Station

Service
&

Repair

► 828-526-9325 ◄
Generators aren't just a "thing" we do, 

generators are all we do! 

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 log cabins nestled in 
the hemlocks 

on 25 acres at the base 
of Whiteside 
Mountain.

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

Mendoza Tree Expert
& Crane Service

Quality Tree Care & Removal 
18+ years

828-200-9217 • fully insured

estimates@mendozatree.com
www.mendozatree.com

We accept al l  credit cards

Grading • Lot Clearing • Retaining Wall
Driveways • Septic Placement

Call Raul 
706-982-3803 
706-970-7638
828-347-0255

valenciagrading@gmail.com

GARY GARREN
Cell: (828) 482-2370

gsgarren@gmail.com

 Downtown Office
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC

Highlandssothebysrealty.com

33

Ryan M. Bears
Branch Leader

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784

ryan.bears@allentate.com

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

JUNK
WE HAUL IT AWAY

House / Garage / Yard
Call for free estimate

 828 - 421 - 5188

8.64 acres8.64 acres
7 miles south of Highlands7 miles south of Highlands

$200K$200K
828-974-1137828-974-1137
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•Classifieds•

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing

• House Maintenance
• Drywall Repair

• Deck Repair
Quality Work • Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com

828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

50 mg CBD 30 Pressed Tabs • 50 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps
100 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps • CBD cream and balm

5 Cottage Row US 64 east

• See CLASSIFIEDS page 22

Cody Hervey • 828-200-6926

References Available
Text or Call:

Classifieds:
$6 for 10 words, 20 cents for each additional word

$2 for color block
$5 for graphic.

Business Service ads
$20 for BW
$25 for color

FOR SALE
3 RV CLASS A SITES at Wildflower Creek RV Re-

sort. A small, secluded, mature luxury resort. Call for more 
information. 828-421-1709. (st. 10/13)

TWO VIEW LOTS FOR SALE (0.93 AC AND 
1.17 AC) IN SHERWOOD FOREST; close in with easy 
walk to Highlands and 3 minute drive to downtown, paved 
roads, sewer permits, easy to build on; $239,500 each; con-
tact SFviewlots@gmail.com

WANTED
HOUSEKEEPER WANTED for a home on Falcon 

Ridge in Sapphire. Please email handldouglas@aol.com or 
call 561-789-6310. (st. 5/4)

FAMILY IN NEED OF LONG-TERM HOUS-
ING. Humble, no furniture needed. Jessi 386-406-5490. (st. 
5/4)

FOR LEASE
BRAND NEW TRAILERS FOR RENT. 2 bed-

rooms/2 baths $1700/month and 3 bedrooms/2 baths 
$1900/month. Between Highlands & Cashiers. Includes hi-
speed internet, water, & washer/dryer. No dogs. Inquires, 
Marcy - (706) 982-0444. (st. 5/4) 

FURNISHED 2BR 2BA COTTAGE FOR RENT, 
$3,500/mth on Lake Glenville with views and access. New 
Renovation, AC, 6-month lease. Couple preferred, off Rt 107, 
10 min. to Cashiers, private lane, available thru the Fall, flex-
ible. Call 267-374-0446. (st. 1/19)

1 BEDROOM, 1 BATH FREE STANDING FUR-
NISHED COTTAGE FOR RENT . Single level  House 

Following Jesus makes your life 
better and makes you better at life.

Join us this Sunday
8:40am - Coffee/Nibbles

9am - Live Stream 
w/Andy Stanley

For directions call Bee 
at 404-307-1415.
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•Classifieds•
has a washer/dryer, covered deck, 
gas heat, unit ac.  Two miles from 
center of town.  Water and sewer 
included.  1175 per month.  Avail-
able early June for one year lease.  
Call or text 828-342-4819. (st. 
4/27)

COZY LAKEFRONT 
COTTAGE AVAILABLE AS OF  
APRIL 16. Fully furnished, one 
bedroom, one bath. Easy access 
from Highlands Road in Franklin. 
Ideal corporate or seasonal rental 
between Highlands and Franklin. 
Call Sarah Miller at 770-757-7500 
or email sarahmilleratl@aol.com 
(st. 11/23)

HELP WANTED
IF YOU ARE A BROAD-

CASTER OR INTERESTED 
IN BEING ONE, we are expand-

ing our team at WHLC FM 104.5 
Highlands, NC. This position can 
be full-time or part-time. You will 
be working with experienced staff 
who enjoy serving the residents 
and visitors in Highlands and Ca-
shiers and the surrounding area. If 
you want to learn to be in the busi-
ness of broadcasting, we can teach 
you. Please send your resume to 
info@WHLC.com or PO Box1889 
Highlands, NC 28741. WHLC is an 
equal opportunity employer.

SERVICES 
MURPHY’S PAINT CO. 

- interior/exterior painting/sheet-
rock repair/wallpaper removal/
log homes/decks. Insured. Free 
estimates. 828-332-0525 or 828-
421-8600 (6/22)

CAREGIVERS ALL SKILL 

THE 
FIREWOOD COMPANY

Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn!

828.200.3050 
bobhenritze@gmail.com • www.firewoodcompany.net

F R I D A Y  &  S A T U R D A Y  
1 0 A M - 2 P M

A L L  P R O C E E D S  G O  T O  O U T R E A C H

 S P R I N G  C L E A R A N C E !

NOW
 W

ITH 

2  LOCATIONS!  

94 US HWY 64W    |    1846 HWY 107N
828-226-2588

LEVELS, certified and non certi-
fied, wage $15-$20 apply at http://
www.MyChoiceHome.Care (5/4)

H I G H L A N D S - C A -
SHIERS HANDYMAN – Chat-
los Contruction – Remodels, 
Additions, Framing, Siding, Roofing, 
Decks, Painting. Insured. 828-200-
4071. (6/29) 

N E E D FURNITU RE 
MOVED OR ANYTHING 
HAULED AWAY? I can do it. 
Call or text James of Going Gone 
at 828-421-2655. (3/30)

HIGH COUNTRY PHO-
TO/KEVIN VINSON: scanning 
photos, slides & negatives to CD 
or DVD for easier viewing. Video 
transfer to DVD. Everything done 
in house. Leave message at 828-
526-5208.

...SHEARL continued from page 17
for the Higdon property “shov-
el ready” wasn’t cancelled even 
though funding for FHS is not in 
sight. The BOC also paid $10,000 
out of  the general fund to hold 
the property and put $100,000 in 
escrow.

“If  we can’t fund Franklin 
High School, we can’t fund any-
thing else? If  we can’t have a lot, 
we can’t have a little. If  we can’t 
drive a Cadillac we can’t drive a 
Ford? The whole hurdle is the 
Franklin High School which ex-
ists and has been functioning for 
years?” asked Steve Mehder.

Shearl said, “That is correct.” 
He went on to question the 

need for the Pre-K component 
of  the Highlands School Project 
that includes renovating the Me-
dia Center, and building four new 
classrooms and office space in 
the high school because two high 
school classrooms in the elemen-
tary wing would be used for two 
Pre-K rooms.

“Is it Pre-K or childcare?” 
asked Shearl. “There are people on 
the waiting list for childcare. And 
people are much better to raise 
their children than public institu-
tions.”

That statement riled a few 
working moms who said they 
would much rather be home with 
their children, but their families 

need two incomes. There are 53 
children on the waiting list for the 
HCCDC and Gordon Center Pre-
K programs.

Wilkes said 36 students could 
be served at Highlands Pre-K 
which would open up space for 
year-round care at those centers.

Jeff  Weller said it was time to 
stop calling Pre-K childcare when 
it’s actually early childhood educa-
tion.

Chairman Breedlove said 
Pre-K is a very valuable program 
and the BOE wishes every single 
child could be a part of  it. There 
are 90 students in Franklin’s three 
Pre-K programs. Parents pay $497 
per month.

Citizens refused to let Shearl 
off  the hook.

“Is there any possibility that 
the Highlands Expansion/Pre-K 
Project can come to fruition in this 
budget cycle or the next? With $40 
million in the Fund Balance and 
$7 million more in collections, can 
you make it happen?” asked Jerry 
Moore. “Can you get us $4.7 mil-
lion, not $118 million.  The folks 
in Franklin have a school they can 
go to; we have 53 children who 
can’t go to school, so that’s our 
immediate need. Gary Shields will 
vote with you. And Josh Young 
said he would vote with you too.”

Again Shearl said, “I am not 

going to commit to money we 
don’t have.”

Two hours in, three-quarters 
of  those in the room left fed up.

Frustrated, Wilkes tried one 
more time.

“What we need are phases 2 
and 3, 1 is complete, 2 is design 
development and 3 is construc-
tion document preparation and 
readiness. So, phase 2 and 3 will 
cost $160,000. The school board 
is wholeheartedly behind this. We 
can’t get anywhere unless we start 
walking. And you can walk and 
chew gum. You don’t have to do 
one thing at a time,” she said.

After two hours and 20 min-
utes, Shearl finally relented.

“I will talk to my fellow com-
missioners and express that you 
are asking for $160,000 to finish 
phase 2 and 3 of  this project with 
no path moving forward,” said 
Shearl. “But there is no guarantee 
there will be funding to complete 
this project. I will get a consensus 
and you will see action at the next 
commissioner meeting. You are 
my constituents, I represent you, 
but I am only one vote of  a board 
of  five. Without their support we 
can’t go anywhere.”

He apologized for taking so 
long to “get that promise out.”

Wilkes thanked him for 
agreeing to move forward with 
the citizens of  Highlands.

- Kim Lewicki
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401 N. Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741
828-526-3717 www.highlandsiscalling.com

info@highlandsiscalling.com
 https://www.facebook.com/CRVRHighlandsiscalling/
 https://Twitter.com/RealtynRentals

 Ace is the Place, 

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

11

Country Club Properties
 Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals. 
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery

33

11

40
2

2

2 1
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10
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78

4
13

9

13

K-H Park

Martin-Lipscomb 
Performing Arts Center 

(PAC)

3

Highlander 
Mountain 

House 
& 

The Ruffed 
Grouse 
Tavern

highlandermountainhouse.com

DARLENE CONLEYDARLENE CONLEY
404.427.2448

MOUNTAIN MOUNTAIN LUXURYLUXURY
Dedicated to finding the 

home you’ve always wanted.

450 N. 4th St. Highlands, NC
828-526-5522

www.highlandsproperties.com

Wei chert. 
REALTORS 

Highlands Properties 

Team RickSteve
“The Power of 2”

Trusted advisors 
providing impeccable 
personalized service

PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP/ALLEN TATE REALTORSPAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP/ALLEN TATE REALTORS

(404) 219-1349 (404) 219-1349 •• HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC

Top 5% of 
Brokers 
on MLS
in 2022
(HCBOR)

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

Offered for 
$3,999,999

191 N Hollow, Cashiers
In GlenCove

(membership is not required)

16 Acres with
Waterfall, Stream, 

Trout Pond and Barn 
(Horses Allowed)

Andrea Gabbard

 Local Expertise, Global Connections. 
114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706

Sheryl Wilson

Licensed in NC and GA

HATHAWAY 
BERKSHIRE 

I REALTY 
MEADOWS MOUNTAIN 

HOMESEAVICES 

MITZI RAUERS 
Broker / Luxury Collection 
Specialist 
(404) 218-9123
mitzi@bhhsmmr.com



Pat Allen 
Broker in Charge 

#1 in the Carolinas 
#1 in the Country for Independent Firms 

#1 Sales Team in Highlands 2020! 
Stronger together!Sr;UT(t HCMLS (.:J R,afTrmd, 

pat@patallenrealtygroup.co
m 828.200.9179 
Main Office 
295 Dillard Road 
Highlands, NC 28741 
828.526.8784 
Julie Osborn 
Broker in Charge 
julie@patallenrealtygroup.co 
m 828.200.6165 
Wildcat Cliffs Office 
5121 Cashiers Road Highlands, NC 28741 828.526.4525 

patallenrealtygroup.com 

Cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

242 S. 4th St. & Pop up 
on Main Street

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

Open Year-Round • 7 days a week
343-D Main Street • 526-4035

Open for 
Lunch & 
Dinner

11a-3:30p 
&

5:30-til?

8

9

www.wildthymegourmet.com

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

6

 5

828-526-2338

30  ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

41 Years of Fine Dining

OPEN
for our 

29th season

Taste the difference, Always fresh.

474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

200
TRANSACTIONS

$225M
$1.1M

AVERAGE HOME SALES PRICE
36

REAL ESTATE BROKERS

DOWNTOWN OFFICE
114 N. 4th Street

Highlands
(828) 526.8300

CULLASAJA CLUB OFFICE
1371 Cullasaja Club Drive

Highlands
(828) 526.4104

TOTAL SALES VOLUME 2022

Per Highlands/Cashiers MLS

#1 Real Estate Firm in Highlands

Open Tues.-Sat.
5:30-9p


