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Shearl disappoints but asks for ‘patience’

By Brittney Lofthouse
& Kim Lewicki

Highlands residents went to
Tuesday night’s Macon County
Board of Commission meeting

Shearl, who represents Highlands,
would speak out in support of an
expansion project for Highlands
that would include adding two pre-
school classrooms.

comment period, which included a
handful of presenters again voic-
ing their support for the school
expansion project and thanking
Commissioner Shearl for meeting
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hopeful that Commissioner John After over an hour of public

e See SHEARL page 10

Town tax
to decrease,
school
scholarships

Increase

Each month, the town gets
closer to a FY ’23-"24 budget that
it can both justify and afford.

The big news that came out
of the May 4 Budget Workshop
meeting held at the Rec Park, was
the proposed property tax rate,
scholarships awarded Highlands
School seniors and current col-
lege students and the selection of
the new Town Attorney.

Though there was a $100
million reduction in property val-
ues due to the treval, the overall
property value within the town
limits is about $2,750,001,476.

There is the potential of
further reductions through Au-
gust 2023 due to some cases be-
ing reviewed with the Board of
Equalization, but Town Manager

e See TAX page 14

Arabel Aulisio - 7th Grade - Ist Place
“Buzzing Thoughts and Blooming Emotions”
My art is about depression and how sometimes if
someone is depressed you might not be able to see from
the outside what is going on in the inside. The bees tend-
ing to the flowers represent how help and kindness can
fight depression, which is represented by the thorns.

By Jane Jerry

May is National Mental Health
Awareness Month. This year the Coun-
seling Center and the Highlands Cashiers
Health Foundation partnered to raise
collective awareness around mental and
behavioral health using the theme “Men-
tal Health Begins With Kindness — ‘Bee’
Kind.”

Highlands Middle School and High
School students created 22 artworks that
illustrate acts of kindness and the impot-
tance of mental health awareness. Each
student wrote an artist’s statement to de-
scribe the inspiration for their artwork.

Highlands Newspaper is proud to
print the top three winners in successive
issues of the paper starting today with
First Place winner, 7th grader Arabel Au-
lisio. Second Place went to 10th grader
Opbhelia Contreras and Third Place went
to 12th grader Alisia Johnson.

Judges made their decisions based
on the entries that best captured the over-
all theme of “Beeing Kind” and nurtur-
ing each other, ourselves and our environ-
ment.

Every Bee Kind Art entry reflects
empathy and sensitivity. Hearing from
young people in their own words helps

students, teachers, parents and grandparents
understand the challenges young people face
today. This project can be a tool for start-
ing difficult conversations about depression,
anxiety, suicidal thoughts and other disor-
ders. The “Bee Kind” project also lessens
the stigma around mental health issues in a
positive, uplifting manner.

Jess Moschouris, Highlands School Art
Teacher, coordinated the “Bee Kind” Art
Project. “Think about how important it is to
encourage other people through kindness,”
she told her students. It’s equally important
to be kind to ourselves and to our planet.
Your art might be surreal, as you find ways
to symbolize mental health, bees and oppor-
tunities to help each other bloom.”

Over 20 community organizations
came together to provide enriching ac-
tivities that raise awareness and promote
kindness throughout the month of May.
Anything that can raise our collective aware-
ness around mental and behavioral health is
worth our time and energy.

About the Sponsors

The Counseling Center strives to strengthen
Sfamiilies and individuals by providing access to gual-
ity mental health services regardless of financial ability.

The Highlands Cashiers Health Foundation is
committed to lifting bealth and well-being for all resi-

dents of our community.

Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

Highlands |

Don't just get your home on the market.
Get it the attention it deserves.

114 N. 4th Street | (828) 526.8300« 1371 Cullasaja Club Drive | (828) 526.4104

M°CULLEY’S

The largest selection of
Scottish cashmere in the U.S.A.
In Highlands ...on the hill
242 S. 4th St. 828-526-4407

Open 7 days a week

www.mcculleys.com
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Soul rejuvenation on the river

t the end of the day last
Friday, my wifc, Sallic, [
was exhausted, soaking

wet, and sporting a black eye. But
Sallie told me she had a great day.
Say what?

We had just completed the
first day of competition in the
Three Rivers Fly Fishing Festival,
during which I had organized a
fishing trip by canoe down the
Cullasaja River from Cooks Saw-
mill to Franklin for my son, his
wife, Sallie, and myself. It was an
ambitious attempt to catch trout on a scenic
wild tiver, to say the least.

The good news is that we didn’t turn
the canoes over while shooting the rapids.
Although Sallie and I came close on two oc-
casions, she saved the boat with some unex-
pected last-minute maneuvering,

And about that black eye? That hap-
pened when we hit a rock in a fast rapid,
and the top of her paddle flew back and hit
her in the eye. Sallie didn’t tell me what hap-
pened and kept on paddling.

We survived the rapids, but as for the
fishing-catching part of the trip, we were
less than successful. Sallie and 1 didn’t
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F “ catch any fish because we were

too focused on negotiating the
perils of the Cullasaja. However,
our daughter-in-law, Lauren, was
more committed to fishing and
caught two trout, one a 15-inch
rainbow.

After the trip, and despite the
failure to catch fish and a black
eye, Sallie encouraged me to write
about our experience. The theme
for her was “the inconvenience
of nature.” Sallie is an enthusias-
tic birder and was intrigued by all
the birds she saw on the Cullasaja. We saw a
green heron and a cedar waxwing, two spe-
cies she had not seen before. We also saw
a wonderful pair of huge blue herons, and
they escorted us down the river for about a
half-mile before peeling off.

Nature and other species can be conve-
niently ignored or forgotten by us humans.
Our river trip through its presentation of
the crystal-clear water, the magical sounds
of the waters tumbling over the rocks, the
magnificent trees that lined our way, and the
new and exciting bird finds underscored our
concerns for conserving wild and untouched
spaces in Western Carolina.

Many visitors come to this region to
reconnect and experience nature, and those
experiences are restorative and healing expe-
riences that people need more than ever.

Others come with economic interests,
and those economic interests and environ-
mental interests need not be mutually ex-
clusive. Some people may think I am anti-
business and development, but I am not. I
am cautious and believe we all share in the
stewardship of the environment. I do see
some folks moving to Western Carolina
from metropolitan communities from all
areas of the country. My message to them
is to expect some “inconvenances’ that con-
serving these natural places will bring. And I
suggest they leave that city baggage behind
and seck a lighter load that creates less of an
environmental footprint.

As mayor, I hear those metropolitan
cargo demands all the time. Mayor, we need
more of this and that. Instead of more city
amenities, I suggest trading for the amenities
that wild rivers, wildlife, and mountain for-
e See MAYOR page 22

This year lets take Mom to brunch,
There is a great sushi worm place in Highlands."

- WEATHER.

Thu, 11-May
\ | /
68°F
: 53°F

Times of clouds and sun

RealFeel®
High 73° Low. 59°

Fri, 12-May

68°F
54°F
Cloudy

RealFeek®
High 71° Low. 59°

Sat, 13-May Sun, 14-May
i 75°F 76°F
55°F 57°F

A stray afteroon t-stormi Couple of thunderstorm

RealFeel®
High 80° Low: 64°

RealFeel®
High 83° Lows 60°

For Real-time Weather and the Extended Forecast,
go to www.highlandsinfo.com and click on Weather
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HIGHLANDER

ROOFING SERVICES .

New & Re-Roofing Applications Including:
Asphalt * Cedar » Metal  Synthetic Materials

Showroom: 1511 Highlands Rd ® Franklin * O: 828-524-7773
info@highlandernc.com ¢ www.highlandernc.com




Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., May| |,2023 - 828-200-1371 - Page 3

Dinner and live music

Chef of the award-winning
Atlanta restaurant Miller Union, Steven
Satterfield has enchanted diners with
his vegetable dishes, capturing the
essence of fresh produce through a

simple, yet elegant cooking style.

duyﬁ'okeba

@?’ s

g"(}& \z{&/
G

&




Page 4 - Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., May|1,2023 - 828-200-1371

\0 Mﬂf&lm [_xge

John Sheehan | BrROKER
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Highlands Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

Nominated fopr ‘America’s Best’

Top 5% of Brokers in 2022* HCMLS

20 years experience

Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742
AndreaGabbard@
gmail.com

o INVESTING AT 4. 118 FT1°

On investing in Highlands

he Highlands & Ca-
shiers Plateau is a
beautiful and desir-

able area that is becoming
increasingly popular with
real estate investors and is
one of the fastest-growing
real estate markets in the
country.

There are a number of
reasons for this, including
the area’s stunning scen-
ery, outdoor activities, and
charming mountain lifestyle.

the right property becomes
available, be ready to make
an offer.

® Work with a real es-
tate agent. A good real es-
tate agent can help you find
the right property for your
investment goals and nego-
tiate a fair price. They can
also keep you abreast of the
market.

® Do your research.
Before you invest in any
property, it is important to

Additionally, the towns of
Highlands and Cashiers are
located in a very desirable
area, with strong economies
and low unemployment
rates.

Of course, there are
also some challenges to in-
vesting in real estate on the Plateau. One
challenge is that the towns are small, which
means that there is a limited supply of
properties available. Inventory is low and
prices have remained steady. This can make
it difficult to find the right property for your
investment goals.

Here are some tips for investing in real
estate on the Plateau:

® Be patient but be ready to act quick-
ly. It may take some time to find the right
property for your investment. But when

Rachel Wavra, Broker,
Berkshire Hathaway
HomeServices Meadows
Mountain Realty
828-505-6190
rachel@bhhsmmr.com

do your research and under-
stand the local market. This
includes understanding the
demand for real estate on
the Plateau, the cost of liv-
ing, and the local economy.
A local Realtor will assist
you with these items as well.

Real estate investing can be a great way
to build wealth and achieve financial secu-
rity. According to a study by the National
Association of Realtors, real estate inves-
tors can expect to earn an average annual
return of 10% on their investment.

However, it is essential to do your re-
search and understand the risks involved
before you get started. By following the tips
in this article, you can increase your chances
of success in real estate investing.

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

Yard Art
Open for pickup & delivery

= =

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

&
(Cabin (ovture
~Home Decor
~Gifts

~Jewelry
~ Original Art Work

468 Carolina Way * Highlands
(Between N. 4th & N. 5th)
828-526-3909




HIGHLAND GAP MLS#

101588 1 $885,000 @ @ @

Serenity for adults, outdoor adventure for kids! This home boasts awe-inspiring,
long-range mountain views year round, as well as privacy and convenience with its
proximity to both Highlands and Dillard, Ga. A floor-to-ceiling fireplace and a wall
of windows grace the great room, bringing in plenty of natural light. This home has
an abundance of living spaces, which makes it ideal for family gatherings. Close
to outdoor adventure mecca Highlands Outpost, featuring the Scaly Mountain
Screamer alpine roller coaster, snow tubing during cold months, a gem mine, a
trout pond, and more!

KATY POSTELL-DEARTH

CELL (828) 200-7710
OFFICE: (828) 526-1717
KATY@BHHSMMR.COM

MARY ABRANYI

CELL: (828) 226-9818
OFFICE: (828) 526-1717
MARY@BHHSMMR.CO
M

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY

HOMESERVICES

CO-LISTED BY
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LAKE GLENVILLE MLS#

1015711$850,000 @ @ @

Southland custom log home with tremendous Lake Glenville and mountain views!
Open floor plan with spacious great room. River rock stone fireplace with Vermont
casting insert. Large master suite on main level. The lower level has two guest
bedrooms with additional sleeping areas. Newly finished suite in basement area
with additional parking. Expansive, two-level, lakeside decking. Dual zone central
gas furnace and central air. Central vac and whole house generator. Double carport
with level entry for easy access. Close to Lake Glenville access. Great property in
HighHala community with no restrictions or HOA fees. Proven rental history.

DON COLLINS

CELL (828) 226-5243
OFFICE: (828) 526-1717
DON@BHHSMMR.COM

MEADOWS MOUNTAIN REALTY

WWW.MEADOWSMOUNTAINREALTY.COM | (828) 526-1717 | 488 MAIN ST, HIGHLANDS | 2334 CASHIERS RD, HIGHLANDS | 196 BURNS ST, CASHIERS

©2023 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are
registered service marks of Columbia Insurance Company, a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate. Equal Housing Opportunity. ¢y
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WOLFGANG'S

RESTAURANT & WINE BISTRO

Celebrating 29 years

American Cuisine with a
German Twist and Creole Flair

Open for dinner
beginning at 4 p.m.

474 Main Street | 828.526.3807
wolfgangs.net

Japanese ¢ Asian® Thai Cuisine

Open for Dine-in

and Take-out

Lunch 12-3p ¢ Dinner 4:30 - 9:30p|
Closed Wednesdays

828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900

151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

IGHLANDS DINING ®

Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p ¢ Sun. 11a to 7p
Closed Tuesdays
828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

@ TUES-SAT
" DINNER STARTS
@ 5:30 PM

LAKESIDE
RESTAURANT

DINE IN AND CARRY OUT : LAKESSIDERESTAURANT.INFO
531 SMALLWOOD AVE | 828-526-9419 | HIGHLANDS

Starbucks! Yes! We have the all new "We Proudly Serve
Starbucks” Kiosk. Come and enjoy one of the many vanebies
46) of hot or iced drinks! You will want one of our wonderiul

pasines, scones, cookies of brownies as an exira treal!

Highlands Oldest Family Grocery
70 years of making hungry people smile!

Open Tuesday—Fnday 9:30—5.30
Saturday 9:30—4:00

493 Dillard Road 82B-526-2T762

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
& Highlander Mountain House

BREAKFAST:
Complimentary
muffins & coffee
for hotel guests
LUNCH:
Friday.e|1:30a - 2:30p
DINNER:
Thurs.-Sat. * 5:30-9p
BRUNCH:
Sat & Sun 10a - 3p

290 Main Street * Highlands * 828-526-2590
highlandermountainhouse.com

&
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TO TASTY

BURRITOS & MORE

TRE
ouT wTH STREET HICHLAN
6 S DS
22 828.S26.9313 ne

visit highlandsburritos.com

Hours
Open Mon-$at: 11a-3p
Closed Sundays

Online Ordering Available and
NOW SERVING MARGARITAS!

Craft lce Cream &
Hand-Crafted
Sandwiches

For Hours and to order on line go to:

SweetTreatsHighlands.com
Corner of 4th & Main » |15 S. 4th Street | 828-526-9632

Fast & Fresh Family Food




The Secret Garden is in The \/Lﬂage Square
behind K-H Founders Park.
Oﬂeﬂng hot & cold sandwiches, a variety of
salads, loakery items, and
SECRET dai[y specials.

Wine, beer, ciders, seltzers, hard teas, hard Kombuchas
and Delta 8 & Delta 9 cannabis beverages are available!

HOURS
Monday-Friday - na to 5p

Saturday * noon to 3p

Saturday deliveries to businesses on Main & 4th st.
No delivery fee ... BUT $3 minimum tip

208 N. 5th St. « Village Square
Highlands « (828) 305-7509

828-526-4035

WII_D THYME GOURMET

B T A W & MNOT

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round

Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. * Highlands

Open
7 days a week

Lunch: 11a-3:30p
Dinner:
5:30p - until

Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., May| |, 2023 - 828-200-1371 -

...on the Verandah

Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

41 Years of Fine Dining

| Open
= Tues.-Sat.

828-526-2338

US 64w * Highlands
www.ontheverandah.com

Read Highlands Newspaper
for free from everywhere ...
on the street or on the web.
Go to www.highlandsinfo.com.
Click on Local News.
Delivered and uploaded every Thurs.AM

cardlnul alms

Fine Dry Cleaning Since 1960
45 Slabtown Road, Unit B-3, Cashiers

I 828-743-9100 I
I ATTENTION: |
Highlands Customers!
| Bring this ad with your first order |
of dry cleaning
| and/or laundry to our |
Cashiers location and
! receive a !

20% discount
on that order and all future orders!

|  We look forward to serving you! |

45 Slabtown
Road, I
Unit B-3 (next
I to Slabtown I
Pizza
L | | | | | | J

Page 7

4( /3 | MELINDA BARBER

S‘ 8. .__6 034

Atlanta .Highlands .Cashiers

Specializing in Kitchen Design ¢ Cabinets
Certified Kitchen Designer on staff

ASID Interior Designers
Offering Full Designer Services
Cabinets « Kitchen e Bath e Furnishings

In-home Consultation
828-226-2083

melinda@melindabarber.com
www.melindabarber.com
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The Coolest Golf Course
in Georgia

Valle

COUINTRY CLUB

¢ Incredible Views

* Par 72 Championship Course
stretching 6,900 yards of Peaks and Valleys
e Open Daily, ® Year-Round e Public Golf
2 hrs. northeast of Atlanta 20 Minutes from Highlands, NC

For Tee Times, Membership Information or Event Rentals,
please call 706-746-5302
www.skyvalleycountryclub.com

Read Highlands Newspaper for free from everywhere ...
on the street or on the web.
Go to www.highlandsinfo.com. Click on Local News.
Delivered and uploaded every Thursday AM
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The ache of memory

or years now from 0
Good  Friday to
Mothet’s Day, 1 find

myself in tears gazing out
my window at a perfectly [
symmetrical blossoming |
dogwood tree. Every year.
Yet a colleague of mine, a
psychologist, explained why.
My Mother died on Good
Friday, was buried on Eas-
ter Sunday, and I could not
envision a Mother’s Day or
any day without her. Now &
every spring when the first
dogwoods bloom, I still cry.
The hunger of her memory can never be
satisfied.

I grew up in a sort-of Texas Baptist
family made up of my Mother, Dad, and
her four sons. Ours was a just-getting-by
household, my Dad a proud reiver, a south-
ern term for someone who owned his work,
namely an old truck, some rusty tools, and
a penchant for drifting from one temporary
construction job to the next.

Some Fridays he would come home
early, pile us all in his truck, whistle for the
dog, turn out the lights, stuff a chaw of to-
bacco in his mouth, and drive away. Still, my
Mother, the stoic Swede that she was, some-
how cobbled together a family and future
for us all. Whether romanticized or realized,
sanctified or sanitized, whether memed in
my mind or hymned in my heart, memories
of her forever shaped my emotional and so-
cietal self. They still do.

Education irrevocably transformed
me. It distanced but did not separate me
from my childhood and family, but, above
all, my Mother. Told that she must come to
my elementary school and meet with the
principal, angry that she would take time
from her cleaning and ironing job because
I had “misbehaved,” she did not speak to
me for two days. When I finally asked what
the principal said, my Mother replied, “Well,
she said you were very smart.” Puzzled, I
asked what that meant. “Not much at all,”
she replied, “I don’t think anyone’s going to
come up to you and say, well, sonny, here’s
a dollar for being so smart. I think you’d
be smarter if you worked hard and went to
Sunday School.”” Mom was always right and
righteous.

Going to college began the long, lonely
process of remaking myself. Yet, whether
at Rice, Georgia, or Oxford, I never felt I
belonged socially or academically. Instead,

I felt closer to those who
worked with their hands
as carpenters and cleaners
on campus. In the Army
and stationed overseas in
a combat unit, I never re-
ceived any letters from my
Mother, only a girlfriend
and a former high school
teammate. Home on conva-
lescent leave, I asked Mom
why she never wrote. “Well,
son,” she said, “you’re edu-
cated and I'm not. My let-
ters would embarrass you.”
Mom only went to the sixth
grade, Dad to the seventh. Afterward, I
went to the local post office, bought lots
of postcards, wrote fill-in-the-blank com-
ments like “I’'m doing well” and “It hasn’t
rained in weeks” on them along with my
APO address and gave them to Mom. She
used them all.

When I married, the ceremony was
held at River Oaks First Baptist Church
in Houston. Told she must attend several
bridal events, my Mother refused. Why?
“Well,” she replied, “what would I wear?”
And, who would I talk to? How am I sup-
posed to act?” In perhaps one of the most
shameful acts of my life, I explained to
her that I would buy her a new dress and
teach her how to use all the silverware set
before her so that she could be like “the
rich folks.” She wept. And went. But never
wore that dress again.

I never thought my childhood in
Texas a “lost Eden” or romanticized the
closeness of my parents or family. Except
my Mother. The complexities and contra-
dictions of that cultural dilemma of being
in two wortlds never surfaced in my return
family visits, in that calming assurance as
we ate dinner together and laughed over
life’s dilemmas.

Even now as you read this, know that
sometimes I go outside at night, marvel at
the stars so visible here in the mountains,
and softly sing that simple hymn I learned
as a child from my Mother. She would not
like me changing the words.

And she walks with me

And she talks with me

And she tells me I am her own.

And the joy we share

As I tarry there

All others should have known.

With gratitude to all our Mothers.
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REALTY GROUP
A SELECTION OF AVAILABLE LOTS ON THE PLATEAU

BIG RIDGE ROAD & i,

An incredible opportunity to own a truly unique

Surrounded by idyllic high country farms & a historic
piece of paradise in the heart of Cashiers, NC.

church, this land offers countless opportunities.
Cashiers, NC 28717 | $2,400,000 | MLS #101869 . Glenville, NC 70371 | $1,900,000 | MLS #101870
Ken Fernandez & Nancy Warriner | 828-507-3156 # Ken Fernandez & Nancy Warriner | 828-507-3156

HIGHLANDS POINT LOT 29 BULLBRIAR DRIVE

This site provides you the opportunity to build v This double lot sits at the highest point in Pilots Knob _%ﬁ
your perfect mountain home. Highlands has it all! tucked back on the upper edge of the community. . V

Highlands, NC 28741 | $114,000 | MLS #97014 - Glenville, NC 28736 | $199,000 | MLS #101942
Steve Sheppard & Rick Harrison | 828-526-8487 v “0 Dan Doughty & Kelly Ramsay | 828-200-5047
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.SHEARL continued from page 1

with Highlands residents April 28, Sheatl
addressed the public to ask for more time
to gather information.

“I am your representative. I will do
everything, everything I can and I will give
you every ounce of my energy to repre-
sent you,” said Commissioner Shearl in
response to the last member of the public
to ask for support of the Highlands School
Expansion project. “The biggest thing
since our meeting is that I have had con-
versations with the board of education and
also there has been communications with
the state leadership in education and so I
think there is a lot of information we are
trying to gather through this Pre-K and ev-
erything as a whole. And how it is funded
and everything else. And hopefully we can
get to the bottom of this for all the school
systems for the Pre-K needs. But all T ask
you is for patience. I am working, we are
working, we are working for everybody. We
are going to try to do this to benefit our
children and the working families in Macon
County. So please just give us patience and
a little time.”

After the community meeting in
Highlands, many residents expected Com-
missioner Sheatl to express his support of
the expansion project on behalf of the
community as well as ask his fellow board
members to reinstate the contract and real-
locate the funding that was removed from
design contract for the expansion eatlier
this year. However, Commissioner Shearl
didn’t report details of the 2 %2 hour long
Highlands Community meeting to his fel-
low board members during public session
on Tuesday.

Specifically, Highlands residents asked
Commissioner Sheatl to encourage his fel-
low commissioners to provide $160,000 to
finish the design plans for the expansion
project, which would make the project

“shovel ready” so potential funding could
be secured in the future. However, no such
ask was made during the commissioners’
meeting on Tuesday.

“The Highlands Community made
their wishes loud and clear that their ex-
pectation was for the LS3P contract to be
reinstated, and then the entire Highlands
School project eventually funded,” said
Macon County Board of Education Board
member Hilary Wilkes, who represents
Highlands. “I'm glad the conversation is
still on the table, and I hope that we will
have movement on this issue sooner rather
than later.”

Many residents are confused as to why
Commissioner Sheatr]l continues to claim
time is needed to “figure out how Pre-K is
funded” or why he is hung up on the two
preschool classrooms at all, because the
$4.7 million Highlands Expansion/Pre-K
Project is much more than that. It includes
desperately needed renovations and repairs
to the campus, which would result in two
additional classrooms that could be used
for preschool.

The expansion project would include a
remodel of the school’s library and of the
computer lab as well as expanding space to
focus on the school’s career and technical
education (CTE) offerings. The primary
focus of the Highlands School expansion
project would take place in the middle
school and high school wings of the facility
and will accommodate needed classtoom
space for CTE courses as well as more ITV
classes in the high school wing.

The project proposal includes renova-
tion to the elementary wing of the school
to repurpose two classroom spaces - cur-
rently used for the high school - to be used
for Pre-K classes - which has been identi-
fied as a significant need on the Plateau.

During the Highlands Community

meeting April 28, Commissioner Shearl
made a comment that Pre-K was compa-
rable to “free daycare” which is something
he didn’t think was necessary.

While the Highlands expansion proj-
ect encompasses much more than just the
two preschool classrooms, Commissioner
Sheatl’s comments at the BOC meeting
Tuesday night regarding “looking into how
Pre-K is funded” implies he still doesn’t un-
derstand the state program.

The NC Pre-K Program Requirements
are designed to ensure that a high-quality
pre-kindergarten classroom expetience is
provided for eligible four-year-old children
in each local NC Pre-K Program and that,
to the extent possible, uniformity exists
across the state. Programs are also required
to meet the NC Child Care Rules. NC’s Pre-
K program meets a number of nationally
accepted benchmarks for measuring quality
early learning. These include comprehensive
Early Learning Standards; staff who are re-
quired to meet education/licensute requite-
ments, professional development; 1:9 staff/
child ratio; developmental screens and refer-
ral; evidence-based curticulum and forma-
tive assessments; monitoring and nutritional
requirements.

Funding for NC Pre-K comes from
the North Carolina Education Lottery, fed-
eral funds, local funds, and state funds. In
NC’s funding model, the state pays about
60% of the cost and the local community
pays 40%. The 40% paid for by the “local
community” does not mean county govern-
ment, it means 40% of the funding is cov-
ered by private-pay preschool spots.

State spending on NC Pre-K in
2021 was $113,509,071 with an additional
$68,300,000 in Temporary Assistance for
Needy Families (TANF) and $3,581,732 in
federal CARES funds. The remaining funds
for the state’s preschools are made up of
private-pay spots for individuals. Macon
County has a specified number of private-

pay spots at each preschool site in the dis-
trict which cost families $497 per month.

Each year, Macon County Schools has
an extensive waiting list for students looking
to attend Pre-K. The county school system
serves about 90 preschool students annu-
ally, though it has 300 students in kinder-
garten each yeat. The roughly 210 students
who could attend Pre-K the year prior to
attending Kindergarten are either at home,
enrolled in a private childcare center, the
waiting lists for a private childcare center, or
in unlicensed, unregulated home daycares.

Currently there are 57 children on the
waiting list for the two early childhood edu-
cation programs in Highlands.

With extensive research being con-
ducted to show the impact Pre-K plays on
development, it’s evident that eatly educa-
tion is far more than a “free babysitter.”

A study by the Frank Porter Graham
Child Development Institute at the Univer-
sity of North Carolina found that children
who attended NC Pre-K showed higher
language, math, and social skills at the
end of Pre-K and maintained these gains
through the end of kindergarten.

Research has also shown that partici-
pation in Pre-K programs is associated with
higher high school graduation rates and
increased chances of attending college or
other post-secondary education.

There is also significant data to sup-
port the global economic benefit of early
education for communities at large.

Investing in eatly childhood education,
including Pre-K, can yield significant eco-
nomic benefits in the long run.

Studies have demonstrated that high-
quality early education programs generate
positive returns on investment through in-
creased earnings, reduced crime rates, and
decreased need for social services. Informa-
tion reported by Public Schools First NC
through the National Institute of Early Ed-

o See SHEARL page 22

Lunch

Tue‘. - sato
11a to 3p

L)ON[ EON 'S Jormes

I’'m baaaaaack again!
With the same menu, low prices, FREE coffee and an older more mellow attitude!
Come by for a visit and enjoy those Appalachian Fries and a fresh Gyro!

Salads e Pitas ¢ Burgers ¢ Philly Cheese Steak e Shrimp Pita ® Susan’s Rueben e Italian Sausage ¢ Chicken Wings
Appalachian Fries ® Onion Rings ® Fried Shrimp e Fish n’ Chips e Chicken Fingers and more!

Dine in or Call in your order for Pickup! e 828-482-1513 @ 462 Dillard Road (across from Dusty’s)

Highlands
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THERE'S SOMETHING SPECIAL ABOUT

Wﬁfs&p ﬁifs

LET US SHOW YOU HOW SPECIAL YOU ARE!

SRS T

PAT ALLEN

#1 tn the Carolinas
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Thinking of Mom? So are We!

nghlands Mercantlle is OPEN' EricfamTs| |AOUATALIA

WESTMAN ATELIER

Fine goods for your family and home.

Books ¢ Chocolates ¢ Coffee ¢ Guy Gifts ¢ Home ¢ Skincare 338 Main St. 5. 4th Street
322 Main Street, Highlands * 828-482-0818 526-4777 5264473

Come shop ;
The Molly Grace b iy & »E,a?i{ﬁ:%
where there is ' )
something for
everyone any time of
the year!

(Mecanee..
Everyone Noods A
Guardian Anged

(Across from Town Hall)
(828) 526-8390
207 N 4th St., Highlands
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Thinking of Mom? So are We!

PLA
N=T

by Lauren G

o] harlow

SURROUND YOURSELF IN SDFTHESS

evavarro

MADE WITH LOVE IN LA

DOLCEC i\] 10,

Nil\Ll}lLLI ,f) € 6
§ ,f"’

DRIFTU02D

JOHNNY WAS @XC\ /)

Gourmet Kitchenware

o Cookware
» Bakeware
o Cutlery
» Gadgets
o Tabletop
» Stemware
« Small Appliances

(828) 526-5226
450 Main St.

We are Bursting
with new Spring
Arrivals!

30%-40%
Off
Resort
Cashmere
Collections.

21t %,

A Highlands tradition since 1940

(828)421-3546
361 Main St e Highlands
(Next to Annawear)

326 Main Street * 828-482-4375
Order online at www.facebook.com/LuluBleuNC

* Free People * THML
* Z Supply
* Michael Stars
&  *Vintage Havana

Jeans by

e Joes « AG
| L « Citizens
" ¢ Hudson

* Mother

: Shoes by:
Sy 5« shush
,,gt“t. + Diba
* Blowfish
* Matisse

355 Main Street
(in The Galax Theatre
526-4660

326 Main St. Check out our new store in Cashiers! Order online at www. Hi gh lands Our 83rd season on Main Street
828-482-4375 Lulu & You - 142 HWY 107 facebook.com/LuluBleuNC 828-526-3160
7 NATURAL SELECTON Shop Here i
The many for Moml SCALY MOVNTAIN
CRAFTERS
Ways to Family Classes at
celebrate P‘””AW,.’A'R ‘ Scaly Mountain Crafters
M om Pen Turning Class

Learn how to make your own
wooden pen!

Choose from 5 different pen
styles. Cost: $40-50 per person
and includes laser engraving.
Bird House/Bird Feeder
& Bat House Classes
Learn how to make a Bird House,
Bird Feeder or Bat House!
Choose from 5 different Bird
House styles, 2 different Bird
Feeder styles or a Bat House.
Cost: $20-$45 per person
Call 828-526-8800 or email
scalymtncrafters@gmail.com to
schedule a class!

Each class lasts approximately 90
minutes and provides 25 meals
locally for each item made.
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N Highlands-Cashiers

(Cle)Center for Life Enrichment

Enrich your life this season with
these upcoming CLE programs!

May/June
Frogram

Starting Your Plants Off Right
Tuesday, May 16, 2-4pm, $30/$40 Member/Non-member

Home Landscape Design (Part 1 of 3)
Wednesday, May 17, 10am-12pm, $60/$70
Member/Non-member

Botanical EcoTour: Spring Wildflowers

at the Headwaters of the Chattooga
Monday, May 22, 9am-12pm, $50/$60
Member/Non-member

Unclutter Your iPhone or iPad
Wednesday, May 24, 1-4pm, $40/$50
Member/Non-member

Home Landscape Design (Part 2 of 3)
Wednesday, May 31, 2-4pm $60/$70 Member/Non-member

Ellicot's Rock: Surveyors' Footsteps on the 35th

Parallel
Tuesday, June 6, 10am-12pm, $30/$40 Member/Non-member

Vignettes From 39 Years of Diplomacy (with

Ambassador Gene Cretz)
Thursday, June 8, 10am-12pm, $30/$40 Member/Non-member

Presidential Transitions: Friendly and Hostile Takeovers
Monday, June 12, 10am-12pm, $30/$40 Member/Non-member

Featured Programs:

Talk and Hike: "In the Footsteps of a Wild
Vision - Japanese Immigrant George Masa's
Journeys on the Highlands Plateau."
Presenter: Brent Martin, Wednesday, May 31, 10am-
3pm, $70/$80 Member/Non-member (or for the

talk only, $30/$40, 10am-12pm)

Learn about the life of Japanese photographer George
Masa, particularly his time spent photographing the
Highlands plateau in 1929. After the presentation, head
out to explore the areas Masa photographed.

Goldwater Girls Grow Up
Presenter: Robin M. Morris, PhD, Monday, June 19,
10am- 12pm, $30/$40 Member/Non-member

Examine the efforts of female volunteers and organizers
behind historically successful conservative men. Trace

these women's contributions from the 1960s to eventually

running for office decades later in this riveting lecture.

&
o

clehighlands.com

Highlights

... TAX continued from page 1

Josh Ward said the new rate of 10.2 cents
per $100 valuation should still fit the town’s
needs, regardless.

Since the Town Board hadn’t planned
on a tax rate hike, and because there was a
reval, the town is required to adopt a revenue
neutral tax rate.

Revenue neutral is when a taxing jutis-
diction budgets the exact same amount of
property tax revenue, in dollars, for the up-
coming budget year as they did for the cut-
rent yeat.

“As a conservative approach, we have
figured in a reduction of an additional $100
million which will bring the overall value
within the Highlands City limits to approxi-
mately $2,750,001,476,” said Ward.

The revenue neutral tax rate of 10.22
cents is down from the current tax rate of
15.16 cents per $100 of valuation.

The new tax rate includes .015 currently
earmarked for paving, that after three years,
is now scheduled to sunset June 30, 2023.

Ward recommended continuing to ear-
mark the amount — even to make it a perma-
nent -- to continue assisting with paving and
sidewalk projects into the future without the
need for sunsetting,

“I don’t want to see us get behind like
we have in the past and have to play catch-
up,” he said. “Because its a never-ending
cycle.”

However, Commissioner John Dotson’s
suggested voting on the earmark each year.

“I have a problem with making the
paving earmarked permanently,” he said. “I
think we need to sunset it every year because
at some point, that money will go some-
where else. It needs to stop each year and
whoever is on the board needs to be held
accountable for that money every year. If it’s
needed, so be it.””

Dotson said if it isn’t sunset each year,
the earmark becomes a built-in tax to the
taxpayers, and it’s just forgotten about.

“I think it’s better to be held account-
able every year,” said Dotson. “That way, if
needed, it can change or be used for some-
thing else.”

Scholarships

This year, thanks to an anonymous
$100,000 donation and $25,000 in various
small donations, $56,000 is being awarded
to the 21 Highlands School senior going on
to higher education while continuing to sup-
port those already in college.

“That’s as high as it’s ever been,” said
Commissioner Amy Patterson. “It was
$26,000.”

Town Treasurer Rebecca Shuler said
since donations increased the scholarship
pot, the committee agreed to make the

scholarships higher this year and the next
three years.

“We have been trying to make it high-
er so they can give better scholarships to
the kids, so with that $125,000 we divided it
by four and added it to the fund,” she said.

In four years, the committee will
go back to awarding the average it gets
through the golf and fishing tournaments
which is usually about $26,000.

Reconnect Fees

The board agreed to increase discon-
nect fees from $75 to $150 because Shuler
said it’s the same people over and over
again who don’t pay their bill that results
in service being cut off. It’s hoped the in-
crease will be a deterrent.

After-hours service fees will be broken
out for water and for electricity -- $150 for
water and $200 for electric.

The increases will offset the manhours
it takes to service those types of calls.

Town Attorney

The board agreed in a 4-1 vote to hire
Bob Hagemann of Poyner Spruill out of
Chatlotte — the firm and lawyer who rep-
resents the town in its Short-term Rental
legal cases.

Hagemann will be assisted, when nec-
essary, by Chad Essick and Nick Tosco.
They will each attend meetings via Zoom.

The vote was contingent upon clari-
fication of the “General Waiver of Con-
flicts” paragraph in the Engagement for
Legal Services contract.

Commissioners agreed that obviously,
the firm represents many other clients, but
it was the verbiage in the General Waiver
of Conflicts paragraph that concerned the
board.

“During the time we are represent-
ing the Town, we may also represent other
existing or new clients—including clients
who are direct competitors or may other-
wise have interests that are adverse to the
Town’s interests—in disputes or transac-
tions directly or indirectly adverse to the
Town that are not substantially related to
this representation. Therefore, the Town
agrees that our representation of it in this
matter will not disqualify our firm from op-
posing it in future litigation, transactions, or
other legal matters that are not substantially
related to the subject matter of this engage-
ment, and the Town consents to any con-
flict of interest with respect to those repre-
sentations,” reads the contract.

Commissioner Patterson suggested
and others agreed that the firm isn’t used
to representing municipalities and perhaps
that paragraph was over-extending and

o See TAX page 19
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2023 Qutbhor ConcertGeries

Each Friday and Saturday night from May through
October, the Highlands Chamber of Commerce/
Visit Highlands, NC hosts live music downtown.

i o our s andd e concert

All shows take place from 6 - 8:30 p.m.

Town Square | 343 Main St.

Showecasing traditional mountain
music and local talent

MAY 19
Jay Drummonds

MAY 26
Silly Ridge

JUNE 2
Ezra & Katie

JUNE 9
Johnny Webb Vabd

JUNE 16
Steady Hand String Band

JUNE 23
Southern Highland Band

JUNE 30
Byrds & Crows

visithighlandsnc.com

Gt on P

Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park

Pine St.

Featuring a variety of popular,
regional bands and musicians

MAY 20
The Boomers

MAY 27
The Swingin’ Richards

JUNE 3
Nu-Blu

JUNE 10
Firecracker Jazz Band

JUNE 17
The Troupers
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ON MAIN
24 E. Main St.
Franklin, NC
828-369-7300 [{i

for Men

Let Nancy’s Fancys & The Exchange for Men Bridge that gap.
Have Nancy & Bob dress you for any occasion.
Casual, Dressy, Golf -- Morning, Noon & Night Vear.
We are here to help you celebrate Mother’s &
Father’s Day.“Summer Whites” are now available!

L

..on Nancy’s szde . 828 526 5029
...on Bob’s side * 828-526-1029

2060 Dillard Rd, Highlands
2 miles south of Main

EXTENDED POOL HOURS

* Public Swim: Mon.-Wed. 3:30-
7p; Sat. | 1a-6p; Sun. |-6p.Adult Swim:
Mon.-Wed. | 1a-3:30p and Thurs. and
Fri., I1a-2p. Lap Swim: Mon-Fri 6a-
9:45a and Sat. 10-1la. Water Aero-
bics: Mon.-Fri. 10-1 la. 828-526-1595.

ONGOING

* Looking for a fun, engaging way
to explore Highlands with your family?
The “Kids Hike Highlands” trail pass-
port program has been refreshed for
the 2023 season. pick up a copy of the
Kids Hike Highlands passport map at
one of the four prize locations or you
can download a copy at www.high-
landsbiological.org.

Mon-Wed, Fri-Sun

* Alcoholics Anonymous:“Open
Meetings” are for anyone who thinks
they may have a drinking problem
or for anyone interested in the A.A.
program of recovery. Highlands
Mountain View Group holds open
meetings in Highlands at the First
Presbyterian Church, 471 Main St,
on Monday at 5:30 PM and Wednes-
day and Friday at noon.The Cashiers
Valley Group holds open meetings at
the Albert Carlton Cashiers Com-
munity Library Tuesday at 7 PM, Fri-
day and Sunday at 5 PM, and Saturday
at 9 AM.A ZOOM meeting is avail-
able Wednesday at 7PM (ID# 921
817 2966, password CVG2020). For
more information, please visit www.
aawnc80.org or to speak with a
member of AA 24/7 at 828-349-4357

Second Mondays

* The local chapter of PEO, an
off-campus sorority founded in the
1800s that provides grants and loans
to women with financial need who
want to return to school or further
their education meets at 10 am.
More meeting places call president
Paula McDonald at 706-372-3004

Ist Tuesdays

* Indivisible Highlands from
5-6:30 pm at the Hudson Library.

2nd Tuesdays

* Highlands Writers Group
meets on alternate Tuesday after-
noons at 3pm. Writers still uncom-
fortable with in-person gatherings
may participate via Zoom meetings
held on the second or third Tuesday
of each month at 3pm. Members re-
ceive weekly notification regarding
when and how the group will assem-
ble. For more information contact
Bud Katz at either 828-526-3190 or
at budandlynn@me.com

Tuesdays

* Strength Training 8:15-9:15am.

Aim for strong, lean muscles using
light weights, body weight, and high
repetition to shape and tone.

Mon-Fri

* Water Aerobics |8 years plus
[0-11am. Contact the Recreation
Department at 828-526-3556 for
more information.

* Pickle Ball inside and outside.
|0am-|pm, everyone is welcome so
come out and enjoy a game of Pickle
Ball.

Mon.,Tues., Thurs.

* The Food Pantry behind the
Methodist Church on Spring Street
is open from [0a to 6p.

Mon. & Wed.

* New Mobility Class with Anna
Norton It’s all about movement. 5:30-
6:30pm and Wednesday 6:45-7:45. For
more info, call 267-825-0716.

Mon,Wed, Fri

* Heart Healthy Exercise Class
8:30-9:30am. $25 a month, The class
is led by Cathy Hodgson. Contact the
Recreation Department at 828-526-
3556 for more information.

* Aerobics w/Tina Rogers 8-9a.
Contact the Recreation Department
at 828-526-3556 for more info.

Tues. & Thurs.

* New Zumba class with Gay
Chaplin from 4:30-5:30p. Contact the
Recreation Department at 828-526-
3556 for more information.

* Exercise Class with Michelle
Lane at 5:30. A combination class
with different types of exercise. Con-
tact the Recreation Department at
828-526-3556 for more information

First Wednesdays

* Hudson Library, in partnership
with VAYA Health, is hosting an edu-
cational series on adult mental health,
at | la. This series is aimed particu-
larly at older adults and will focus on
mental health issues of particular in-
terest to them.

Wednesdays

* ESL classes are held at the
Presbyterian Church in Highlands
from 5:30-6:30pm. No registration
required — just show up and partici-
pate. Questions? Visit www.maconn-
cliteracy.org, call 828-526 — 0863 or
email inffo@maconncliteracy.org

Thursdays

* Kickboxing 8:15-9:15am.An ex-
hilarating and fun mix of martial arts
for a calorie-burning workout. Con-
tact the Recreation Department at
828-526-3556 for more information.

* At Hudson Library, Kids Zone
at 3:30 pm with a wide variety of
STEAM, nature, and craft activities.

For more information about any
of these summer activities, contact
Hudson Library at 828-526-3031.

3rd Fridays

* At the Rec Park, Senior
Lunches noon in the meeting room.
For any other information call Les-
ter Norris or Maxine Ramey at 828-
526-3556.

2nd Saturdays

* The Western North Caro-
lina Woodturners Club meets in
Highlands at The Bascom at 10 a.m.
March thru November.

3rd Saturdays

* The American Legion Post
370 meets at the First Methodist
Church at 315 Main Street in their
Community Room/909 Chapel. We
serve breakfast at 9am and hold our
monthly meeting at |0amWe invite
ALL Veterans to attend. Contact Ed
McCloskey, Commander for any in-
formation @828-787-1660.

Through May 31

* The Fontana Regional Library
system, including Hudson Library
in Highlands, is starting an Active
Audio Challenge that will run from
March Ist through May 3lst. Par-
ticipants who listen to 25 hours of
audiobooks, while being active, will
receive a prize. To register for the
Challenge, come by Hudson Library
and pick up the logbook used to re-
cord entries. For more information
or to request an accommodation,
please call the library at 828-526-
3031.

Thurs.,May 11

* “Bee Kind Bingo” at the
Highlands Community Building, : 869
N 4th Street, Highlands at 6:30-8:30.
Bring cash! $1 per bingo card, Raffle
tickets for prizes: $5 each or $20 for
5. Food for purchase. For more info,
contact Linda Kirkman at lind a@
kirkman.com or 770-296-2762.

Sat.,May 13

* Bee Kind: Boys and Girls
Club of the Plateau MayFest 12-
3p. The Boys & Girls Club of the
Plateau welcomes the youth and
families to join BGCP and our lo-
cal schools/non-profits for a fun day
filled with creative learning activi-
ties, games, and more! Boys & Girls
Club of the Plateau 558 Frank Allen
Road, Cashiers For more info, (828)
743-2775  https://www.bgcplateau.
org/news-and-events

Sun.,May 14

* At PAC, Steep Canyon Rang-
ers. For tickets, email highland-
spacnc@gmail.com.



Wed.,May 17

* At Acorn’s a book signing from 2-4 pm,
with Chef Steven Satterfield of Miller Union
in Atlanta who will be signing copies of his
book, “Root to Leaf: A Southern Chef Cooks
Through the Seasons.”

Thurs - Sat, May 18-20

* “Nightwatch” with the Highlands-Ca-
shiers Players at PAC at 7:30 p.m. Unable to
sleep, Elaine Wheeler paces the living room of
her Manhattan townhouse, troubled by unset-
tling memories and vague fears. Her husband
tries to comfort her; but when he steps away
for a moment, Elaine screams as she sees (or
believes she sees) the body of a dead man in the
window across the way.

Thurs.,May 18

* Bee Kind: Satulah Sunset for the Spirit
Satulah Sunset for the Spirit. Meet at Kelsey
Hutchison park at 7p and hike to Satulah for
the 8:30 sunset. Keep the |7th open as well
just in case the weather doesn’t cooperate!
Easy uphill hike with incredible views & the
best place in town to soak up the sunset. For
more info, call Hope Corbin at 301.523.0445

* At OEl's The Farm from 6-9 PM, James
Beard Foundation award-winning Chef Steven
Satterfield of Miller Union in Atlanta.“Root to
Leaf:A Southern Chef Cooks Through the Sea-
sons” (featured on CBS This Morning). $185

 HiGHLANDS EVENTS ©

per person, plus tax and gratuity. Book Online:
https://www.simpletix.com/e/chef-steven-sat-
terfield-dinner-tickets-123309

Friday, May 19

* Dedication of the new Fire Station at
Oak and Main streets from 4-6 pm.

Sat., May 20

* “Meander in May,” the free, self-guided
arts festival includes painting, woodworking
and ceramics demonstrations along with per-
formances by a myriad of bands and musicians.
The immersive arts experience begins at |1
a.m. and culminates with a free concert by The
Boomers in K-H Park from 6 - 8:30 p.m.,,

* BEE Kind Forest Bathing Walk 5-8p at
Il Lower Lake Road, Highlands. Cost: $20. In
addition to the psychological and emotional
benefits, Forest Therapy has a positive impact
on human physiology in the form of improved
biometric measures and function. Each walk is
3 hours in length, and consists of a series of in-
vitations crafted to encourage the participants
to connect with nature through their senses.
Events are rain or shine, unless the weather is
threatening. For more info, contact Paige Engel-
brektsson, paige@highlandsbiological.org or
828-526-2623.

* Bee Kind: Saturdays on Pine Concert
Series kicks off withThe Boomers, 6-8:30p.

Returning for the 2023 season!

FPROUDLY
PREZENT

Written by Lucille Fletcher / Directed by Michael Lanzilotta

Thursday—Saturday, May 18, 19, 20 @ 7:30 pm
Sunday, May 21 @ 2:30 pm

Thursday—Saturday, May 25, 26 27 @ 7:30 pm
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Sr. Pastor
Gary Hewins
Community Bible Church

] Virst of all, I applaud any effort to accentuate the

need for greater awareness of mental health needs

here on our plateau. We are no doubt the kind of
community that needs to raise awareness and diminish any
stigma toward mental health issues of all kinds. We are the
kind of community that needs a greater kindness toward
one another as we navigate the ways in which we meet one
anothet’s needs, emotional and mental health needs.

Over 14 years ago I was called to serve Community
Bible Church and this local community as well. Like most
who make their way to our plateau, I was taken aback by
the beauty of Highlands and Cashiers, alike. Yet, on this
beautiful mountain, I soon discovered an underlying pain
among those with unmet needs in the area of mental health.
I found myself personally involved with families dealing
with drug overdoses, and a handful of suicides. Some ado-
lescents were cutting themselves and addictions of many
kinds were certainly an issue. I was becoming increasingly
aware of serious mental health issues among people of all
ages that needed setious intervention. The very issues I was
accustomed to seeing in Atlanta seemed to be even more
statistically prevalent here on the mountain.

It became real clear, real soon, that real consistent
mental health care needed to be a real priority here on this
plateau. One problem though, there was an abiding stigma
that kept many from reaching out for help. Even form-
ing a 12-Step support group was more of a challenge than
I realized because people were reticent to open up con-
cerning their problems. Some hurting people fear “losing
face” in the community and the marketplace. We are just
small enough as a community to hinder the transparency
many need in recovery. I found it fascinating that people
in Franklin and Sylva were coming to Community Bible
Church in Highlands to receive counseling out of a fear
that someone in their immediate community would be-
come aware of a need they had.

As a result of my increased awareness of the unmet
needs of people in our community I personally champion
any strategic effort to merge resources, network among
mental health professionals, scale counseling costs through
financial assistance and even fund new facilities. Western
Carolina is in great need of mental health care centers for
children and adolescents. Like never before there are needs
for acceptance among young people coupled with a need
to help parents navigate new waters when it comes to help-

o See SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING page 19

Proverbs 3:5 John 3:16

e PLacEs 1o WORSHIP ®

BLUEVALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor (828) 421-1315
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.,Worship:| |
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
828-269-3546 * Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.;Worship:| |
CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev.Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298
Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30
Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30
CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley. GA » 706-746-2999
Sundays: 10 a.m.Worship; Holy Communion |st & 3rd Sundays
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH
828-743-1701+ 464 Hwy 64E. Cashiers. NC 28717
www.christanglicancashiers.com
9:30am Sunday School;10:30am Worship Service. Mon. Night
Bible Study & Dinner, 6pm, call for details.
CHRIST CHURCH OF THEVALLEY. CASHIERS
Pastor Brent Metcalf « 743-5470
www.cashiers.church
Sun.[0:45am. S.S 9:30am.Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
Tues. Guys study 8am. Gals |0am.
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH
283 Spring Street - Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m.
Testimony meeting: 3rd Wednesday at 5:30 p.m.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship: | la.m.

I'st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.
Wednesdays —Supper at 6 p.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com * 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC « Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins
Sundays: Service 10:45am, Children’s 10:30am
Wednesdays: Youth 5:30-7pm;Women'’s Bible Study: Mondays
4:30pm, Tuesdays 10am; Men’s Bible Study:VWednesdays &
Thursdays 7am @ Zookeeper Bistro

COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY
706.746.3144 + 696 Sky Valley Way #447
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas
Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd Sunday
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev.W. Bentley Manning, Rector ¢ 526-2968
5th and Main streets * www.incarnationwnc.org
Sunday: Rite |, spoken, 8 am in Chapel, Rite Il with Choir 10:30
am in Sanctuary,Wed: Healing Eucharist 12 pm in Chapel,
Morning Prayer: Mon-Thurs 8:30 am in Chapel
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 * www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor * 220 Main Street, Highlands
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Choir 5p; Prayer Mtg 6:15p
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Emily Wilmarth, pastor
828-526-3175 « fpchighlands.org
Sun.:Adult Ed.: 10 a.m.;Worship || am.
Tues: Men’s Group 10 a.m.Wed: Bell Choir 4 p.m.. Choir:6p
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd)

Sunday School:10 am.Worship Service:| | am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers

www.gracecashiers.com ¢ Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814
Services: Sundays |0am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm
HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. » Glenville. NC * 743-2729 » Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a.Worship | la & 7p. Bible Study 6p
Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 « 165 S. Sixth Street
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays:Worship:| |
HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson ¢ 11339 Buck Creek Road

The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily
sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a.Wednesday Worship is 6:30p
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376
In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
909a Bluegrass and | |a Traditional
www.highlandsmethodist.org
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA
2152 Dillard Road « 526-9741
Rev. Ken Langsdrof
Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.

Visit our website: Holy Family Lutheran Highlands NC
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| I. Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
Franklin » 828-634-1312 » mountainsynagoguewnc.com.
Services: Ist /Fri.and 3rd Sat.
and Rosh Hashanah & Yom Kippur.
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH
743-2583 + Independent Bible Church
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church.

4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107)
Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.;Youth Group 6 p.m.
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone — 526-2418
Tues. - 9:30am Latin; Thurs. - 9:30am English; Sun. - | lam English
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School —10 a.m.;Worship —I | a.m. & 7
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates * 526-3212
Sun.: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:10:45 a.m.;Worship: 6 p.m.
SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev.Andy Cloer
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| | a.m.
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m.
ST.JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Mass: Tues. noon (Latin). Thurs. 9a.; Fri.. noon;

Sat. 5:30p; Sun. 9a
THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: » 743-2359 « Rev. Rob Wood
Sunday Services:8a.9:30 & | la
Visit our website www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com for
schedules of activities both virtual and in-person.
Bazaar Barn is open Fri. & Sat. 10a -2p.
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
85 Sierra Drive. Franklin * uufranklin.org
Sunday Worship - | | a.m.
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
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Highlands Police en-
tries from April 25. Only the
names of persons arrested,
issued a summons/citation,
issued a Class-3 misde-
meanor or those of public
officials have been used.

April 25

* At 10:28 p.m., Geronimo
Garcia Mendoza, 31, of Franklin,
was arrested for DUI when fail-
ing to stop at a stoplight on Main
Street.

May |

* At 12:04 p.m.,, officers re-
sponded to a 2-vehicle accident
on Main Street.

May 6

* At [:14 p.m, officers re-
sponded to a 2-vehicle accident
on Main Street.

ing their sons and
daughters.

I encourage
increased, honest
awareness of men-
tal health challenges
and resoutces in our
community. Con-
tinue caring for one
another. Encourage
those around you
to seek help when
needed. Listen closely and look
for people’s pain and love them
through a process of restoration.
Know your limitations when it
comes to helping people deal

i

BeECind

May 7
* At 7 a.m,, officers respond-

ed to a 2-vehicle accident on U.S.

64 east and Carolina Way.

The Highlands Fire &
Rescue log from 4/25.

May 2

* At 9:41 a.m,, the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a loca-
tion on Cullasaja Club Drive.

May 3

* At 8:10 p.m., the dept. was
first-responders to a location on
Main Street.

May 5

* At | 1:44 a.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a loca-
tion on Main Street.

May 6

* At 4:52 p.m, the dept.

.SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING continued from page 18

N,

with mental health
issues and “hand
them off” to profes-
sionals. Share your
concern with par-
ents, teachers, school
counselors, doctots,
and clergy. We are
here to help one an-
other.

What kind of
community are we
when it comes to mental health
issues? Hopefully the kind that
comes together to provide excel-
lent care as we care for one anoth-
er with kindness.

... [AX continued from page 14

should be changed.

“This is very open-ended,”
said Ward.

Commissioner Dotson said
if Poyner Spruill is willing to nar-
row the terms of the paragraph, it
would behoove the town to move
forward.

“Ask them to narrow it and
give us the right to review the cit-
cumstance,” he said.

Commissioner Patterson
said since she couldn’t imagine
the circumstances they are talk-
ing about, she didn’t know if she
should object or not object.

“Every circumstance may be
different,” she said.

Commissioner Marc Hehn,
said he didn’t see how the town
can pay them to represent whoev-
er “them” might be and the town,
too.

Police Chief Andrea Holland
said it sounds like they are saying
“We can represent either and we
reserve the right to represent who
we want to represent.”

Commissioner Patterson sug-
gested since Poyner Spruill doesn’t
typically represent municipalities,

o See TAX page 22

SCALYY MOVNTAIN

CRAFTERS
8106 Dillard Road * Scaly Mtn, NC - 828-526-8800

responded to a call of an illegal
burn at a location on Cherry-
wood Drive.

* At 6:26 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a motor vehicle ac-
cident on NC 28 south.

* At 9:51 p.m.,, the dept. was
first-responders to a residence
on Arnold Road.

* At 10:59 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a motor vehicle ac-
cident on NC 106.

May 7

* At 7:01 p.m,, the dept. re-
sponded to a motor vehicle ac-
cident on Carolina Way

May 8

* At 2:48 p.m,, the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence on W. Church Street.

T

.
it et

|

Featuring more than 90 local artists offering
hand-crafted items for sale with a percentage of every
item sold goes to provide non-perishable food boxes to
distribution sites in Highlands and Scaly Mountain, NC

as well as in Rabun County, GA.

I'have said these things to you,
that in me you may have peace. In
the wotld you will have tribulation.
But take heart; I have overcome
the world.” Jesus.

A Year in Flowers

Lot & Yo

Modern MTN Life

= W [ PR

MIHO mies™

142 HWY 107, Cashiers, NC 28717 - 828-482-501 | » Open Year Round
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miles south of nghlands 3
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Ryan M. Bears

Branch Leader

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784
ryan.bears@allentate.com

allen
tateN/ e Alle
Realtors®
REALTY GROUP

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

> 828-526-9325 «

Generators aren’t just a “thing” we do,
generators are all we do!

Highlands | SOtRE0Y'S

GARY GARREN

Cell: (828) 482-2370
gsgarren@gmail.com

Downtown Office @
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC
Highlandssothebysrealty.com

JUNK

WE HAUL IT AWAY
House / Garage / Yard
Call for free estimate
828 - 421 - 5188

Whiteside CovejH

Cottagg

the hemlocks
on 25 acres at the base
of Whiteside
Mountain.

Highlands Automotive
Service A= NC

Inspection
Station

2851 Cashiers Road « highlandsautomotive.com

Storage Units Available

Sorure 24 Hour Somss

Ezzy In - Eamy Dt
Great Bates - Great Terms

Call today fo Ened oot why woina
“Higaland's Pramniar Facility”
Bz8-aBz-1045

CHESTNUT STORAGE

Look for our sige!

w‘-:‘.:..-..Eu.'r."uni Bdl. - 12 mie ol Caslvars Rl saar IJI.-Ln_ﬂ.i-l'

COUNSELING
CENTER

HIGHLANDS, NC

ol M LAND SERVICES
—

* Septic Installation
* Land Clearing/Clean Up
* Driveway Install/Repair
* Gravel/Dirt/Mulch/Delivery
...We Love Small Jobs!
828-655-7733
www.blueridgelandservices.com

* Pressure Washing
* Culvert/Drainage Installs
* Sod Installation

Call Raul
706-982-3803
706-970-7638
828-347-0255 m&

GRADING, INC.
valenciagrading@gmail.com

Grading e Lot Clearing e Retaining Wall
Driveways e Septic Placement

Quahty Tree Care & Removal
:.; I8+ years
f§28 200-9217 e fully insurgd

The
Highlands
Barbershop

HAS MOVED!

to CASHIERS
224 107 S.
Make a right at the
Crossroads. It’s on the
right past the light.

348 S Fifth St, Highlands, NC
Peggy Crosby Center

(864) 481-0598

info@counselingcenter.org

COUNSELINGCENTER.ORG

e Grading
* Excavating
* Driveways
* Build sites
* Hauling
e Septic Systems

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643
Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com




VIVA WELLNESS
526-1566

CBD -~ HEALS

50 mg CBD 30 Pressed Tabs * 50 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps
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Following Jesus makes your life
better and makes you better at life.
Join us this Sunday
8:40am - Coffee/Nibbles
9am - Live Stream
w/Andy Stanley
For directions call Bee
at 404-307-1415.

100 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps * CBD cream and balm

Chris

Landscaping & Stone

References Available
Text or Call:

Cell: (828) 200-3415

DJ- LIVE ENTERTAINMENT!

All Music Genres for ANY Event. Private
Parties, Club Events, Music Bingo, and
more!!

el sl el il it seealeri e Bt

CALL BILL AT: 828-382-5634
WWW.KURSESANDKARMA.COM

; & REMODELING €

:.;'-“i'-*.l\:'_l_ INC

e Interior & Exterior Painting
e Pressure Washing
« House Maintenance
e Drywall Repair
o Deck Repair

Quality Work e Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com

360 MAIN STREET

ESTATE JEWELERS OF
HIGHLANDS

\| ] RS 5=
—

Appointment Only #H%ﬁg& ~.

Call: 828-526-1960 —s
Text: 770-855-0825 S
Email: ejofhighlands@gmail.com

828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

Classifieds:

$6 for 10 words, 20 cents for each additional word
$2 for color block
$5 for graphic.

Business Service ads
$20 for BW
$25 for color

FOR SALE

3 RV CLASS A SITES at Wildflower Creek RV Re-
sort. A small, secluded, mature luxury resort. Call for more
information. 828-421-1709. (st. 10/13)

TWO VIEW LOTS FOR SALE (0.93 AC AND
1.17 AC) IN SHERWOOD FOREST; close in with easy

walk to Highlands and 3 minute drive to downtown, paved
roads, sewer permits, easy to build on; $239,500 each; con-
tact SFviewlots@gmail.com

WANTED

HOUSEKEEPERWANTED for a home on Falcon
Ridge in Sapphire. Please email handldouglas@aol.com or
call 561-789-6310. (st. 5/4)

FAMILY IN NEED OF LONG-TERM HOUS-
ING. Humble, no furniture needed. Jessi 386-406-5490. (st.
5/4)

FOR LEASE

BRAND NEW TRAILERS FOR RENT. 2 bed-
rooms/2 baths $1700/month and 3 bedrooms/2 baths
$1900/month. Between Highlands & Cashiers. Includes hi-
speed internet, water, & washer/dryer. No dogs. Inquires,
Marcy - (706) 982-0444. (st. 5/4)

i B

|| ¥ AT “.-..-. . =
e e

FURNISHED 2BR 2BA COTTAGE FOR RENT,
$3,500/mth on Lake Glenville with views and access. New
Renovation,AC, 6-month lease. Couple preferred, off Rt 107,
10 min. to Cashiers, private lane, available thru the Fall, flex-
ible. Call 267-374-0446. (st. 1/19)

| BEDROOM, | BATH FREE STANDING FUR-

* See CLASSIFIEDS page 22
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BAZAAR BARN

SPRING CLEARANCE!

FRIDAY & SATURDAY
10AM-2PM

ALL PROCEEDS GO TO OUTREACH

94 USHWY 64W | 1846 HWY 107N
828-226-2588

FIREWOOD COMPANY

Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn!
828.200.3050

bobhenritze @gmail.com ¢ www.firewoodcompany.net

e CLASSIFIEDS ®

NISHED COTTAGE FOR
RENT . Single level House has
a washer/dryer, covered deck, gas
heat, unit ac. Two miles from cen-
ter of town. Water and sewer in-
cluded. 1175 per month. Available
early June for one year lease. Call
or text 828-342-4819. (st. 4/27)

COZY  LAKEFRONT
COTTAGEAVAILABLEASOF
APRIL 16. Fully furnished, one
bedroom, one bath. Easy access
from Highlands Road in Franklin.
Ideal corporate or seasonal rental
between Highlands and Franklin.
Call Sarah Miller at 770-757-7500
or email sarahmillerati@aol.com
(st. 11/23)

HELP WANTED

IF YOU ARE A BROAD-
CASTER OR INTERESTED
IN BEING ONE, we are expand-

ing our team at WHLC FM 104.5
Highlands, NC. This position can
be full-time or part-time. You will
be working with experienced staff
who enjoy serving the residents
and visitors in Highlands and Ca-
shiers and the surrounding area. If
you want to learn to be in the busi-
ness of broadcasting, we can teach
you. Please send your resume to
info @WHLC.com or PO Box 1889
Highlands, NC 28741.WHLC is an
equal opportunity employer.

SERVICES

MURPHY’S PAINT CO.
- interior/exterior painting/sheet-
rock repair/wallpaper removal/
log homes/decks. Insured. Free
estimates. 828-332-0525 or 828-
421-8600 (6/22)

CAREGIVERSALL SKILL

LEVELS, certified and non certi-
fied, wage $15-$20 apply at http:/
www.MyChoiceHome.Care (5/4)

HIGHLANDS-CA-
SHIERS HANDYMAN - Chat-
los Contruction — Remodels,
Additions, Framing, Siding, Roofing,
Decks, Painting. Insured. 828-200-
4071.(6/29)

NEED FURNITURE
MOVED OR ANYTHING
HAULED AWAY? | can do it
Call or text James of Going Gone
at 828-421-2655. (3/30)

HIGH COUNTRY PHO-
TO/KEVIN VINSON: scanning
photos, slides & negatives to CD
or DVD for easier viewing.Video
transfer to DVD. Everything done
in house. Leave message at 828-
526-5208.

... TAX continued from page 19

it’s possible they don’t have a mu-
nicipal-specific contract.

“Maybe they just left this in
there,” she said. “But if they are
the town attorney, they would be
representing everything we have
not just the specific thing they are
representing us for now [Short-
term Rentals.]”

The board voted to hire

Poyner Spruill as the town attorney
contingent upon the clarification.

However, Commissioner
Hehn voted “no.”

“I was pleased with the other
applicant who was willing to come
to every meeting,” he said. “I think
there is a lot to be said for that.
Read the room. Watch what goes
on. Plus, [referring to the contract

.SHEARL continued from page 10

ucation Research (NIEER) found:

“Children who attended Pre-K
are less likely to develop alcohol or
drug problems, commit a felony, and
go to prison. They are half as likely to
be artested.

WHOLE LIFE
MARKET ’

‘> )A&

Natural Products Store
Hours: 9am-5pm
Mon-Sat
828-526-5999
Wholelifehighlands@icloud.com
LOCATED AT 680 N UTH ST, HIGHLANDS

Life Market

AT Organic smoothie/juice
I[A < bar located
O = inside Whole

Every $1 invested in Pre-K saves
taxpayers up to $13 in future costs in
incarceration, education, and welfare.

Some Pre-K programs have
been shown to offer an annual rate
of return of 7-10%; in compari-
son, stocks have an average return
of 5.8% per year.

Investment in NC Pre-K pays
off by reducing the likelihood that
a child will be placed into special
education classrooms showing de-
creases of 29% in 3rd grade and
increasing to 48% in 5th grade.
Special education costs nearly
twice as much as regular classroom
education.”

Wilkes said a joint meeting be-
tween the MC BOC and the Board
of Education will be scheduled for
some time in late May or early June.

“Hopefully, some of these
items will appear as we work out
the budget,” she said.

presented] I can’t vote for some-
thing I haven’t read.”

Ward said an attorney was
needed for the Wednesday, May
10 Zoning Board meeting, There-
fore, the board voted to move
forward with the aforementioned
contingency.

- Kim Lewicki

..MAYOR

continued from

page 2

ests can provide. Another benefit
can be the embracing of a small
and somewhat simple commu-
nity life. In short, people long for
connectedness to nature and with
other people. Highlands and West-
ern Carolina is a place where these
relationships can be made.

As for me, I discovered a cou-
ple of things during the trip: First,
after 43 years of marriage, I dis-
covered T am connected to a wild
river woman, as Sallie displayed an
intuitive sense for negotiating the
whitewater on the Cullasaja. And
second, nature’s “inconvenances’
that we encountered on our river
adventure were far outweighed by
the connections we made to na-
ture and to one another.
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SILVER EAGLE

Native American Jewelry
(rystul & Gem Gallery

_| Highlander
Mountain
House
| &

The Ruffed
Grouse
Tavern

hihlandermountainhouse.com

PN

Country Club Properties
Your local hometown
Real Estate professionals.
3 Offices 828-526-2520
www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Weichert

REALTORS

Highlands Properties

450 N. 4th St. Highlands, NC
828-526-5522
www.highlandsproperties.com

Top 5% of
Brokers
on MLS
in 2022
(HCBOR)

'Cham*:eér's F{cag

Vacation Rentals

Highlands is calling

401 N.Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741
828-526-3717 www.highlandsiscalling.com

- |nfo@h|ghland5|scallmg com

1tq7&/fTwltter<om/R%ltynRentals

SN @

T Il.

it Put Allen

TDGETHER

MOUNTAIN LUXURY

Dedicated to finding the
home you've always wanted.

BERKSHIRE
HAT AWAEY

HOMESERVIC

REALTY

MITZI RAUERS

Broker / Luxury Collection

Specialist

(404) 218-9123
itzi@bhhsmmr.com

MEADOWS MOUNTAIN

Martin-Lipscomb
Performing Arts Center

Andrea Gabbard

20 Years Experience

DARLENE CONLEY
404.427.2448

Reebes

Hardware

c: 828.200.6742
AndreaGabbard@
gmail.com

Highlands

Sotheby’s

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY
114 N. 4th Street * Highlands, NC

Local Expertise, Global Connections.

Licensed in NC and GA
office: 828.526.8300 * cell: 828.337.0706
sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com ¢ highlandssir.com

Sheryl Wilso

Team RickSteve
“The Power of 2”°

Trusted advisors
providing impeccable
personalized service

We are home'’

PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP/ALLEN TATE REALTORS
(404) 219-1349 « HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC

LANDMARK
HHL;SIATLWHH'KMMH RENTALS
5 Offices across the plateau!

HIGHLANDS OFFICE 225 MAIN STREET

PAM MELLIS CELL:828-787-1895
sroker PAMELLA.NELLIS®YAHOO.COM




Pat Allen
Broker in Charge
pat@patallenrealtygroup.co
m 828.200.9179

Main Office

295 Dillard Road
Highlands, NC 28741
828.526.8784

Julie Osborn

Broker in Charge
julie@patallenrealtygroup.co
| m 828.200.6165

Wildcat Cliffs Office

5121 Cashiers Road
Highlands, NC 28741
. 828.526.4525

patallenrealtygroup.com

Stronger together!

i EEAL DSTATE
Leading Friii

BY 2Aes
‘ BUILDERS

WWW. BockBunders com 828-526-2240

Highlands SUtheb\s

BEE GLEESON
(404) 307.1415

PAT GLEESON
(828) 782.0472

Luxury is alevel
of service, not a
price point.

#1 in the Carolinas
#1 in the Country for Independent Firms
#1 Small Team in Company Wide 2022

Source HCMLS &
RealTrends

[ut A / Z;f

REALTY GROUT

Highlands |

$225M

TOTAL SALES VOLUME 2022

$1.1M

AVERAGE HOME SALES PRICE

200

TRANSACTIONS

DOWNTOWN OFFICE
114 N. 4th Street
Highlands
(828) 526.8300

Per Highlands/Cashiers MLS

LANDMARK

REAL ESTATE SALES & VACATION RENTALS
el

5 Offices across the plateau!

HIGHLANDS QFFICE
225 MAIN STREET

BRIAN RENFRO CELL: 828-226-0118
EROKER BRIANRENFRO@GMAIL.COM

.

WILD THYME GOURMET

Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

Open Year-Round « 7 days a week
343-D Main Street « 526-4035

i “ 1 Open for
Lunch &
Dinner
11a-3:30p
&
5:30-til?

www.wildthymegourmet.com

36 (WWOLFGANG’S
RESTAURANT & WINE BISTRC
Taste the difference, Always fresh.

REAL ESTATE BROKERS
OPEN

for our

CULLASAJA CLUB OFFICE 29th season |
1371 Cullasaja Club Drive e

Highland
(828'555’84?04 474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

@ ...on the Verandah
Restaurant _
on Lake Sequoyah |

828-526-2338

41 Years of Fine Dining

Open Tues.-Sat.
5:30-9p

www.ontheverandah.com

Open 7 days a week

526-4407
242 S. 4th St. & Pop up

on Main Street @




