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County to urge citizens to vote ‘yes’
to 1/4 cent sales tax increase

By Kristin Fox

From the need of a new
elementary school to replace
an outdated facility to a much-

of Commissioners will turn to
Macon County citizens to con-
sider a quarter cent sales tax

* See SALES TAX page 4

needed all-encompassing jus-
tice center, the needs of Macon
County are great. For the third
time, the Macon County Board

On Thursday, Jan. 29, Bryson’s Grading and Paving began dismantling the Highlands Playhouse.Without the
funds to renovate it to current standards or a plan from the community as to what to do with it, it is being
demolished. Plans for the site are on the drawing table. But no decision has been made.The Playhouse, was
established in 1938 as one of North Carolina’s oldest theaters. But before that it was the Highlands School
auditorium where amateur troupes performed. It evolved from a community theater into a professional
venue, rebranding as the Mountain Theatre Company in 2022 before moving to the Highlands Performing
Arts Center in 2023. Photo by Kim Lewicki

Real-Time News,Weather & WebCams: Highlandsinfo.com
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MC Schools calendar
is adopted for 26-"27

By Kristin Fox

At its recent meeting, the
Macon County Boatd of Educa-
tion approved the school calen-
dar for the 2026-2027 academic
year. The new calendar adopted
by the board is the same as last
year with no real changes. There
are 215 days scheduled in the cal-
endar as required by the state.

The first day of school will
be Monday, August 24, 2026. The
calendar has 172 student days
scheduled for a total of 1,083.6
hours scheduled allowing for
days to be wotked into the cal-
endar for inclement weather. The
state requires that students attend
school for a minimum of 1,025
hours.

Teachers will report back
on August 10, 2026 for teacher
workdays through August 14,
with mandatory teacher work-
days scheduled for August 17
through the 21, 2026. The 2026-
2027 calendar includes 194 teach-
er days, with the state requiring a

maximum of 195. There are a
total of 25 teacher workdays in-
cluding five mandatory teacher
workdays scheduled throughout
the academic yeat.

Next yeat’s calendar in-
cludes 11 holidays as required
by the state as well as 10 annual
leave days.

2026-2027 Holidays/Teacher
Workdays

* Sept 7 Labor Day

* Oct 12 Teacher Workday
(Oct 9 End of First Quarter)

* Nov 10 Mandatory Teach-
er Workday

* Nov 11 Veterans Day
Holiday

* Nov 23-24 Teacher Work-
days

* Nov 26-27 Thanksgiving
Holidays

* Dec 18 End of First Se-
mester/Fatly Dismissal

* Dec 21 Teacher Workday

* Dec 22-23 Annual Leave

* Dec 24, 25, 28 Christmas
* See CALENDAR page 18

. An Exceptional
Highlands Estate -

located in sought-after
Highgate community

oo,

Sotheby’s

INTERNATIDNAL REALTY

(828) 226.6303

1026 Highgate Road | MLS 1002089

M<CULLEY’S

The largest selection of
Scottish cashmere in the U.S.A.
In Highlands ...on the hill
242 S. 4th St. - 828-526-4407
Open 7 days a week

www.mcculleys.com
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Town'’s scholarship program encourages
continuing education

e are approaching
the time of the year
when seniors at the

Highlands School are making
decisions about furthering their
education. Also at this time,
community organizations will
be prepating to awatd scholar-
ships at the Highlands School
Honors Day in mid-May.

The town will again award
town scholarships to all gradu-
ating seniors who will enroll
in a college, university, com-
munity college, or technical school. Our
endowed town scholarship program is
now well over 50 years old, and the en-
dowment stands now at over 1.2 million
dollars. The enthusiastic community par-
ticipation and generous contributions at
events like the golf tournament and fly-
fishing festival increase the funds avail-
able for scholarships.

Our scholarship program is not a
one-and-done program. If a student is
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Patrick Taylor

L‘F ‘- pursulng a degree or certification

and is enrolled in a school, they
can apply for continued support.
Early in January, I signed schol-
arship checks for the spring se-
mester. These checks are sent to
the institutions where students
attend to pay for tuition, books,
and fees.

As 1 signed the checks, I
took notes. Let me report where
our scholarship recipients are
attending school. It is an out-
standing record for both the stu-
dents and their alma mater, the Highlands
School.

This semester, we have 3 students at
the University of North Carolina at Chapel
Hill, 4 at UNC Chatlotte, 2 at North Caro-
lina State University, and 7 students attend-
ing Western Carolina University. But the
list does not stop at just state universities.

There is one student at the University
of Mississippi at Oxford, 1 at LSU, 1 at
Kentucky, and 1 at Georgia Southern. If
that were not enough, 1 student is at Life
University, 1 at Methodist University, and 1
at San Jose State in California.

We have 4 students enrolled at South-
western Community College, 1 at North
Georgia Tech, and 1 at Tri-County Techni-
cal College. These students will leave these
schools with certificates and licenses that
will enable them to pursue very lucrative
vocations.

All the scholarship checks I signed
were for $1,000 or more. I know a few
seniors in the upcoming graduating class
have already been accepted to UNC and
other schools. The scholarship recipi-
ents are indicative of the Highlands K-12
School; the little school produces outstand-
ing students.

It is a school the community should
be proud of and support with additional
funding and resources.

Some might ask why the town scholar-
ship program is limited to just Highlands
School graduates. The answer is that this
is how the scholarship’s creators, people
like Jack Taylor, set up the program de-
cades ago. The scholarship program was

* See MAYOR page 4

Snow Moon shines bright Feb. 1

The 2026
Snow Moon,
named

by Native
Ameri-

can tribes
for heavy,
winter
snowfalls. It
marks a
period of
deep winter,
often ac-
companied
by cold,
clear nights

Photo by
Kim Lewicki

Do you have a heartfelt, funny, interesting, or beautiful photo you wonld like to share in our
SnapShot” section? Email it to highlandsediton@aol.com or text it to 828-200-1371, with a

brief description and a name. No anonymous photos will be accepted.

- WEATHER .

Thu, 5-Feb Fri, 6-Feb Sat, 7-Feb
B 39°F 45°F 42°F
21°F 28°F 19°F

RealFeel®
High: 44° Low: 24°

RealFeel®
High: 40° Low: 20°

RealFeel®
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\ Highlands NC 4-Day Forecast By AccuWeather.com

Mostly sunny and chilly Breezy in the afternoon  Partly to mostly sunny = Times of clouds and sur

Sun, 8-Feb

48°F
28°F

RealFeel®
gh: 49° Low: 21°

Highlands Real-Time Weather Station @ Highlandsinfo.com/wx.htm

HIGHLANDER

ROOFING SERVICES .

New & Re-Roofing Applications Including:
Asphalt * Cedar « Metal * Synthetic Materials

Showroom: 1511 Highlands Rd ¢ Franklin ¢ O: 828-524-
info@highlandernc.com * www.highlandernc.com
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PAT ALLEN
pat.allen@gmail.com
828.200.9179

a5, 2 —
Prepare to be captivated by sweeping, unobstructed views of
iconic Whiteside Mountain from this stunning Highlands Falls
CC residence, 2 home so remarkable it has been featured twice in
Architectural Digest. Wormy chestnut accents, open floor plan,
screened porch with grilling station and Whiteside Mountain in
full view! A spacious lower level with fireplace for guests’ privacy
plus a whole house generator! Offered for $2,999,000

Nestled within the gates of Wildcat Cliffs CC but part of Wild-
cat Ridge Estates, this new construction estate home by
Campagna Homes has all the latest in luxury concepts —
clevator, 2 great rooms and a luxurious primary bath ensuite.
Club mem-bership is not mandatory. Offered for $3,500,000

JULIE OSBORN
julie.osborn@gmail.com
828.200.6165

style elegant mountain gated residence is newly roofed, with an
open concept floor plan, spacious rooms, bonus area, a double-
sided fireplace, and gorgeous sunsets from the spacious deck. Just

a 5-minute drive to Main Street and offered for $2,400,000

',‘-I-h- ﬂ "‘. - - . . - 1
This fabulous jewel designed by acclaimed modernist architect
Jim Fox on the golf course of prestigious Wildcat Cliffs CC
has as a focal point, a huge double-sided stone fireplace! Lots of
natural light and windows add to the ambiance. Offered fur-

nished at a bargain price of $1,450,000.

CLEMS

MILLION DOLLAR

GUILD

2026 co filled

828-526-8784

W 5 .Z.a.a.
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..MJAYOR continued from page 2

designed for local students at the High-
lands School. For the town to admin-
ister the scholarship program, special
state legislation had to be secured. That
enabling legislation included specific re-
quirements, such as the one cited above,
for administering the scholarship funds.
As we enter the graduation season,
I hope residents will continue to support

Wine Tasting every
Thursday, 2-5p -~

Highlands Plaza, Hi W NC - (828) 526-3775

our graduating students by contributing
to the town scholarship program or to
other scholarships offered by businesses
and the nonprofit community.

For further information on how
to donate to the town scholarship fund,
please call Rebecca Shuler, the Town of
Highlands Finance Director, at (828) 526-

Bryson’s_ m.Sf@E@

Proudly Serving nghland ,

; rth

"Open daily
7:30a to 6:30p

DWWDW

$55

be available for purchase.
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Hﬁwsmm P"«a

PLAYERS

MYSTH For Better or For Worse
%"ﬁ% | February 138 14,2026
6 pm - Doors open
6:30 pm - Dinner and

detective work begin!

Includes dinner, nonalcoholic beverages, dessert,
and an interactive show! Wine and cocktails will

For tickets visit HighlandsCashiersPlayers.com
or call the PAC Box Office at 828-526-9047.

A vy

e UPCOMING EVENTS®

HCP’s interactive murder mystery dinner
is Valentine’'s weekend

Highlands Cashiers Players will pres-
ent For Better or For Worse, an interactive
murder mystery dinner theatre experience,
February 13—14 at the Martin Lipscomb
Theater in the Highlands Performing Arts
Center.

Guests ate invited to an open house at
The Everlasting Love B&B, where they’ll
enjoy a buffet dinner catered by Kiristy
Martin while mingling with attendees of
the inn’s couples retreat. Before dessert is
served, a shocking murder takes place—
turning every audience member into a de-
tective and every actor into a suspect.

Audience members will have the
opportunity to question suspects who
visit their tables and examine physical

evidence, photos, and other clues before
making their final guess as to the murder-
er’s identity.

Tickets are $55 and include dinner,
nonalcoholic beverages, dessert, and the
interactive murder mystery expetience.
Wine and cocktails will be available for
purchase. Doors open at 6 p.m., with din-
ner and the show beginning at 6:30 p.m.
Seating is first come, first served, though
every effort will be made to seat groups
together. Tickets are available through the
PAC Box Office at 828-526-9047 or on-
line at HighlandsCashiersPlayers.com.

The Highlands Performing Arts Cen-
ter is located at 507 Chestnut Street, High-
lands, NC.

Volunteers needed for annual Plateau
Pickup on Sat., April 18

The Highlands Chamber of Com-
merce/Visit Highlands, NC invites com-
munity members to roll up their sleeves
and help beautify our local roadsides and
public spaces during the annual Plateau
Pickup on Saturday, April 18.

Volunteers will gather at 8:30am at
Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park (Pine
Street) to check in and receive clean up
assighments along key corridors including
US. 64, N.C. 28, N.C. 106, and select areas
of downtown Highlands.

All supplies will be provided, includ-
ing a light breakfast, safety vest, gloves,
pick-up tools and garbage bags. After the
cleanup, volunteers are invited back to the
park for a thank-you t-shirt and boxed

lunch at 12pm.

“Plateau Pickup is one of those days
that brings out the very best in High-
lands,” said

Johanna Fein, executive director
of the Highlands Chamber of Com-
merce/Visit Highlands, NC. “This yeat,
we’re proud to be part of the Greatest
American Cleanup, working together to
make our community cleaner, greener,
and more beautiful as we look ahead to
America’s 250th celebration.”

To patticipate, email events@high-
landschamber.org or call 828-526-5841.
For more information about Plateau
Pickup or other Highlands events, visit
highlandschamber.org. ###

.SALES TAX continued from page 1

increase to help fund the many needed
projects that are part of the county’s capi-
tal improvement plan.

The purpose of such a sales tax in-
crease would be to generate additional
revenue for the county, which could be
used to fund various projects and services
that would benefit the citizens of Macon
County.

In addition, supporters of the sales
tax increase believe such a sales tax in-
crease Is necessary to ensure the county’s
fiscal stability while also maintaining es-

sential services.

The quarter-cent sales tax, which
would apply to residents as well as tour-
ists, is projected to accrue about $2.4 mil-
lion for the county annually. If the refer-
endum is passed it will raise the sales tax
from 6.75 to 7 cents per dollar.

For example, on a $25 purchase the
sales tax increase would result in a six-
cent increase while on a $100 purchase
it would end up being a 25-cent increase.

If approved by voters, the sales tax

* See SALESTAX page 7



e HERE'S THE THING ®

Is real news a thing of the past?

ing on the national nightly

news feels less like keeping
up with what’s happening and
more like entering a maze of
sensationalism. Questions tre-
garding the efficacy of national
news media have become a
common topic of conversa-
tion. The people charged with
keeping us informed and hold-
ing power to account seem in-
stead to chase ratings and unimportant
controversy. It’s no surprise so many of
us have lost confidence.

For me, the most glaring issue is the
national networks’ obsession with sen-
sationalism. Coverage is dominated by
ovetly dramatic headlines and constant
“breaking news,” punctuated by scandals
and disasters. Policy debates have given
way to celebrity missteps or political in-
fighting. The “if it bleeds, it leads” men-
tality intensified in the age of 24-hour
coverage and social media. This leaves
viewers fearful, anxious, and/or misin-
formed.

When every story is reported as
a cfisis, it becomes hard to distinguish
real emergencies from the manufactured
kind. Viewers need context, nuance, and
perspective, but often get a barrage of
alarming updates designed to shock rath-
er than inform.

Another source of frustration is the
bias present in much of the national me-
dia. Whether it’s cable news, daily news-
papers, or online, many platforms have
become infected with political leanings.
Consumers of news notice what’s getting
covered, which voices are elevated, and
which facts are emphasized or ignored.
This is more than perception; media out-
lets often write stories to appeal to their
core audiences.

The result creates an echo chambet,
where viewers and readers find comfort
with confirmation of their existing bi-
ases, and journalists often reinforce these
preferences. Instead of fostering an unbi-
ased understanding of events, the media
landscape becomes fragmented. This fu-
els polarization and mistrust. Americans
are right to suspect they’re not getting the
whole story.

With so many disparate soutces vy-
ing for attention, the volume of informa-

It’s 2020, yet for many, turn-

Bud Katz

tion can be overwhelming, Na-
tional news outlets pump out
updates, push notifications, and
live streams at an alarming rate.
Yet, the abundance of content
doesn’t always provide clarity.
Sometimes more is just more.
Key facts get lost, and follow-
up is often lacking. Instead of
helping make sense of issues,
the media sometimes add to the
confusion.

Unclear information ovetload erodes
our ability to focus on what really matters.
When every story is marked urgent, it be-
comes easier to miss the substance. Many
Americans are exhausted by the news cy-
cle and end up turning away. This leaves us
less informed.

Perhaps most concerning is the way
national media often overlook otherwise
important stories. Too much coverage is
devoted to bickering politicians, or celeb-
rity drama, rather than the challenges of
everyday living. Issues like jobs, education,
public safety, that address real concerns
rarely get attention. And when they do,
coverage can be superficial or dropped in
only during moments of crisis.

This neglect erodes consumet’s sense
that the media is truly interested in serving
the public. Don’t we want to understand
how national decisions impact our lives?
And don’t we want to hear from respected
sources? Instead, the focus is often on the
loudest voices, and the most dramatic pic-
tures.

Here’s the thing. Despite these con-
cerns, the national news media is not be-
yond redemption. Journalists and editors
have a responsibility to provide accurate,
balanced, meaningful coverage. This
means prioritizing substance over sensa-
tion and coveting stories that matter to
ordinary Americans. It also means owning
mistakes, correcting errors, when they in-
evitably occut.

News consumers also have a role. We
can support outlets that put resources into
investigation and thoughtful reporting;
They’re there if we look closely. We can
broaden our media diets, challenge our as-
sumptions, and engage respectfully with
opposing views. By holding the media and
us accountable, we can tebuild the trust
that’s been lost.

* See KATZ page 6
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66 Summit Trail, HighlandS

$2,450,000 ®* MLS# 1002246

e

Woodland Lane,Highlands

$1,350,000 ®* MLS# 1001756

T

700 Silly Ri
$5,800,000 * MLS# 1001131
Andrea Gabbard
C: 828.200.6742
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

Recognized as the top .002% of NC Agents
by Real Trends

ighlands T

114 N. 4th Street ¢ Highlands, N
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COREY JAMES GALLERY

& Estate Consignments
Bronze sculpture ¢ Paintings
Vintage & Antique Collectables &
Furniture - Costume Jewelry

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

Read
Highlands Newspaper for free from
everywhere
on the street or on the web.
Go to www.highlandsinfo.com.
Click on Local News.

Delivered and Uploaded every

Thurs.AM

THE TOWN OF

..KATZ continued from
page 5

In the end, frustration with the na-
tional media does not signal apathy. It
means we care deeply about the role of
information in our democracy. The fram-
ers made it the First Amendment, right?
If the media can answer the call, perthaps
we’ll once again find ourselves tuning in
with trust, rather than tuning out.

* Bruce F. “Bud” Katz, and his wife,
Lynn, have lived year-round in High-
lands since 2011. Bud is the author of
four novels and a work of non-fiction.
He facilitates the Highlands Writers
Group and spends much of his time in
front of a computer making words into
sentences, sentences into paragraphs,
... etc. You can get to know Bud better
by visiting his website, brucetkatz.com,
and you can contact him, regarding this
column or for information about the
Highlands Writers Group, at brucefkat-
zauthot@gmail.com.
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HIGHLANDS

Please publish January 29, 2026, February 5, 2026 and February 12, 2026

TOWN OF HIGHLANDS
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS VACANCY

The Town of Highlands Board of Commissioners is now accepting applications to fill the

Town Board vacancy.

Applications must be completed and received by Monday, February 16, 2026, at

12:00pm, and can be found on the website, www.highlandsnc.org, and should be
returned to:

Gibby Shaheen
Town Clerk
PO Box 460

210 North Fourth Street

Highlands, NC 28741

FAX 828.526.2595

gibby.shaheen@highlandsnc.org

This 26t day of January, 2026.

Gibby Shaheen
Town Clerk

e Biz/Orc NEWS ®

Demitra Passmore and Pat Hedden.

Changing of the guard at HCCDC

A very special era is ending at the
Highlands Community Child Devel-
opment Centet, and that was honored
at a celebration by staff members,
teachers, board members, and family
on Thursday, January 29 at the center.

After 38 years of guiding the cen-
ter with unwavering passion, wisdom,
and generosity, Pat Hedden is step-
ping into the newly created role of
Founding Director as Demitra Pass-
more takes over as HCCDC Executive
Director. Demitra joined the center in
May 2006 as a teacher in the One-Year-
Old classroom, a position she held for

10 years. Later she served as admin-
istrative assistant and since 2020 she
has been the Assistant Director to Pat.

In her new position, Pat will re-
main an essential part of HCCDC as
she works with Demitra for a seamless
transition for the students, parents,
and teachers.

Congratulations to both of these
outstanding women who have made
HCCDOC the pillar of our community
it is today.

HCCDOC is a full-time, five-day a
week child development center that
serves infants to five-year-olds.

Cashiers-Highlands
Humane Society
News

Two-year-old Charlie needs a for-
ever home that has a calm environ-
ment and a loving, patient human
companion who will give him lots
of one-on-one attention and affec-
tion. Charlie loves the company of
other canines, so another dog in the
household would be an added plus.
To give Charlie a new home for the
New Year, visit chhumanesociety.
org or call (828)743-5752.



.SALES TAX continued from page 4

increase would apply to purchases on
items such as clothing, household sup-
plies, electronics, and prepared food
and drinks from restaurants or stotes.
However, there are several items that
would remain exempt from the sales
tax, including prescription medication,
gasoline, certain agricultural supplies,
motor vehicles, and non-prepared food
(groceries).

At the November 2025 meeting of
the board, commissioners voted unani-
mously to adopt a resolution to put a
referendum for a quarter-cent sales tax
on the 2026 general election ballot. The
resolution was passed without a specific
earmark of how the funds will be used.

Commissioners can decide to ear-
mark how the funds will be used prior
to the referendum being put on the bal-
lot. However, according to County Man-
ager Warren Cabe, future boards would
be able to change how the funds will be
used.

One reason commissioners feel the
sales tax increase has been voted down
twice priot, is the lack of knowledge of
what exactly the sales tax means for local
citizens.

Educating the Public About the
Sales Tax

Commissioner Gary Shields, who
will not be seeking reelection in the up-
coming election, is leading a group of
citizens and public officials to come up
with a plan to help educate the public
with the hopes of getting the citizens to
support the resolution in the upcoming
election.

The committee who met last
month, included Shields, Macon County
Democratic Party Chair Betsy Baste,
Macon County GOP Chair Patti Trick,
Macon County Human Resources Man-
ager Nina Parrott, County Manager
Cabe, Macon County Board of Educa-
tion Chairman Jim Breedlove, Tourism
Development Committee member Eric
Haggart and other local citizens and
business owners.

Shields stated the group is working
through a three-phase process to help
educate the public about the benefits of
the sales tax increase. The plan began
with the commissioners’ approval of the
resolution in November 2025 and will
end in November 2026 with the general
election.

The group will work through three
phases — 1) the final resolution to be

considered by commissioners at the
February 10, 2026 meeting; 2) the mar-
keting phase presented to commission-
ets by June/July 2026 and 3) the “powet
house” move to educate everyone.

In addition, at the January 2026
meeting of the Macon County Board
of Education, school board members
voted to back the commissioners voting
to adopt a resolution in support of the
sales tax increase.

MC School Board Stance

“While you can’t spend any funds
on this if it is going to be a referendum,
you as individual board members, in-
dividual citizens and you as a board as
an entity have speech rights,” said John
Henning, Macon County School Board
Attorney. “This resolution is you ex-
pressing as a board that you ate in favor
of the sales tax increase.”

School board members acknowl-
edged that additional resources gener-
ated by such a sales tax increase would
be useful to the county in vatious ways
and also ideally free up more money for
school funding

“I think the sales tax increase is im-
portant to the county as a whole,” said
Breedlove. “The county has our full sup-
port for the sales tax increase to be put
on the ballot in the upcoming election.
I sincerely hope it will be approved by
the public.”

Upcoming County Projects

The county has continued to work
on projects in the capital improvement
plan including recently completed capi-
tal outlay projects at Highlands School
and Nantahala School, the ongoing con-
struction of a new facility for Franklin
High School and a complete overhaul
of the Macon County Recreation Park.
Other needed projects in the county in-
clude but are not limited to a new senior
center, veteran services and housing de-
pattment.

In the very near future, the county
will need to replace East Franklin El-
ementary School, which is overcrowded
and has several maintenance issues. A
justice center to consolidate the court-
house, sheriff’s department and the
detention center operations was the
top priority identified in a space needs
analysis of county buildings completed
in 2019.

Past Attempts to Pass Sales Tax
Referendum

¢ See SALES TAX page 18
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E CONTINUEJ
RESULTS

IN THE PRIMARY ! WicZicld

Since taking office in 2022, Sheriff Brent Holbrooks and
his team have delivered proven results. Here’s a snapshot
of our progress in the Investigations Division:

Trained four new
investigations analysts

Expanded the narcotics
unit from 1to 5 officers

Strengthened federal
partnerships

Created a Criminal
Interdiction Unit, including
adding a K-9 team

Deployed 16 license plate
readers to assist with
narcotics investigations

Conduct weekly K-9
training sessions

10 of our 12 investigators
have competed their
Criminal Investigation
Certificate Program

Successfully completed 2 Accomplished all this while
nuisance abatement adding five new positions

actions, improving quality without increasing the
of life for our citizens budget

For additional questions about the
campaign, please call me at 828-421-7240.

I humbly ask for your vote on March 3, 2026,
so we can keep moving Macon County forward.

PAID FOR BY RE-ELECT BRENT HOLBROOKS FOR SHERIFF
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Host your next party at Highlands Burrito
for birthdays, game days & more!

@ DINE IN OR TAKE IT TO GO
226 South 4th Street, Highlands, NC

Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p ¢ Sun. 11a to 7p
Closed Tuesdays

828.526.3554

595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern

at Htghlander Mountain House
Open for

LUNCH
Wednesday-Saturday
11:30-3p
Open for

! DINNER
o Wednesday-Saturday
5:30-9p
Open for
SUNDAY BRUNCH
with Blue Grass music
10a-3p

290 Main Street ® Highlands * 828-526-2590
highlandermountainhouse.com

AHIGHLANDER MOUNTAIN HOUSE HOTEL

Now serving wine,
beer & coffee!
Open to the public!

(!o!!ee Bar 8a to 4p

Wine/Beer Bar:
Tht

I 190 Nexth 4th Stree, H-@llmh | info@ourpastinnhighlands com | Ba8- 4 Ba.77p6

gourmet food market
Open Year-Round
Sat
Call (828) 305-7509 to place a pick-up order.
Caterlng and Custom Charcuterie

The Secret Garden
Mon.-Fri.. 1 [:30a to 4p
Cou rtyard andiIndo O3S

Sandwich shop and
t., noon-4
| 'or;seatmg

828-526-4035

| WILD THYME GOu RMET

R EBTALRATDIMNT

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round

Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. * Highlands

| Closed Wednesdays
Lunch: 11a-3:30p
Dinner:
5:30p - closed
No Dinner Sundays

Dusty’s Rhodes Supcrgtte
.,}r‘_,‘_ _\_“_“‘{:.

“Valentines D pecuxl

B "."'-{-‘
MAIN
2.0 E FILETS
2 JUMBO SHEIMP SKEWERS
OR
-50%. LOBSTER TAILLS
SITDES
POTATO AU GRATIN
PORTUGUESE ROLLS
CARDEN SALAD
DESSERT
CHOCOLATE CAKE
56995
o Call 1o reserve

We prepare you're the chefll

L

Cooking Instructions included
- PHCELUPON FER, 13-14
3 T g T
493 Dillard Rd. Highlands, NC
828-526-2762

THE LEGACY
CONTINUES

Come to try our new international menu
with a Latin touch and meet the new owners,
Ivanet and Juan Avila!

Now Open
Breakfast: 7-10a
Lunch: | 1a-3p and
Dinner:Thurs., Frl., & Sat. 5-8p

The reopening of Don Leon’s restaurant has been
rescheduled for Sunday, February 8th
1pmto4 pm.

We look forward to seeing you there!”

828-482-1513
462 Dillard Road, Highlands (across from Dusty’s)
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Thanks to you, HBS School Outreach Program will continue

Dear MC citizens and beyond,

I want to say a big “thank you” for
the huge outpouring of support from
teachers, students, parents, and other
community members when they heard
the news that the HBS school Outreach
Program will be ending soon due to lack
of funding, Many of you have expressed
outrage as to why this is occurring and
have requested more information, so 1
will attempt to elaborate.

Since I first created the HBS Out-
reach program back in 2004, it has been
entirely grant-supported. Its primary
source of funding has been the NC Sci-
ence Museums Grant Program, a com-
petitive grant that is awarded to numer-
ous museums and nature centers across
the state, all vying for a piece of a limited
annual allocation from the state legisla-
ture. Although HBS has been fortunate
to have received the full grant award for
22 years, this year an increase in the num-
ber of museum applicants, coupled with
the change to Macon County’s tier desig-
nation on which awards are largely based,
resulted in our receiving only 50% of our
usual amount. As such, funding for the
program is now depleted.

Although Highlands Biological Sta-
tion is a part of WCU, the Outreach
Education Specialist at HBS has not been
funded by the university. Like the grant
system, there are many campus depart-
ments all competing for extremely limited
funds. Despite our repeated requests over
the years, there are no current plans by
WCU to make it a permanent position.

Many of you have also demanded to
know why our affiliated nonprofit fund-
raising organization, Highlands Biological
Foundation, does not offer to provide any
financial support to sustain the HBS Out-
reach Program. The diplomatic answer is
that I do not know. But given the thou-
sands of school children each year who
will no longer benefit from this important
community service, their unwillingness to
help is both perplexing and heartbreak-
ing

Nevertheless, I will personally honor
my tresponsibility to help the community,
and intend to continue offering my set-
vices to schools as long as my schedule
permits. I have dedicated the last 35 years
of my life to providing educational op-

portunities for youth that incorporate
immersive, outdoor, hands-on science ac-
tivities. My hope is that my programs will
instill in children an appreciation for the
region’s natural environment and create in

stand, and we will understand only what we are taught.”
Patrick Brannon
HBS Outreach Education

Gaston letter says it all

them a stronger commitment to serve as  Dear Editor

contributing citizens and as future stew- Regarding Jim Gaston’s letter in the Jan. 22 edition entitled “ Are we a country
ards of the earth. lee the famous quote:  of Jaws or chaos?” ... Jim Gaston is the essence of Franklin, NC.

“In the end we will conserve only what Henry Cheatham
we love, we will love only what we undet- Griffin, GA

* See LETTERS page 10

JOEY WILSON

FOR MACON COUNTY COMMISSIONER

A VOTE IN THE RIGHT
DIRECTION FOR THE
FUTURE OF MACON
COUNTY

Joey Wilson is a lifelong resident of Macon County, a proud
husband, father, and son, a firm believer that good government
means balancing fiscal responsibility with forward-looking growth.

He's seen firsthand how smart planning and responsible spending
can create opportunity - for local businesses, for our children, and
for our parents who helped build this community.

As County Commissioner, Joey will work to ensure that every tax
dollar is used wisely, while making sure our county continues to
grow in a way that preserves our small-town values and secures a
strong future for the next generation.

PRIMARY ELECTION DAY
TUESDAY, MARCH 3, 2026

THE BEST PERSON TO RESPRESENT DISTRICT 1
ELLIJAY, FLATS, HIGHLANDS AND SUGARFORK

FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY SUSTAINABLE GROWTH IMPROVED

Every dollar counts. Joey believes in Growth should bring opportunity, not problems. PUBLIC SERVICES
transparent, efficient budgeting - prioritizing Joey will promote smart development that Backing investments in emergency
essential services while eliminating waste. strengthens our economy, supports local services, education, and critical
County governement should live within its businesses, and protects what makes infrastructure.
means, just like families do. Macon County special.

PAID FOR BY FRIENDS OF JOEY WILSON
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..LETTERS continued from page 9

Dear Editor,

Out with the old - in with the new:
time for reflection, perhaps resolve, cer-
tainly time to separate fact from fiction,
truth from lies. As Lord Chestetrfield
believed: “That refuse of fools and cow-
ards.”

A rather jarring beginning to 2026,
watching innocent citizens murdered on
the streets of their own city by masked
thugs vaguely resembling police officers,
under the ultimate direction of the Presi-
dent of the United States, whose chief
duty it is to protect the Constitution and
enforce the laws made by Congtess, an
obligation he is under oath to perform.

It seems those Americans receiving

The rule of law matters

the brunt of the fault for the chaos and
turmoil occurring in America are (unjus-
tifiably) Blue State governors, mayors and
citizens.

Reflecting on the last election, it was
not left-leaning voters who supported the
president who incited an armed mob to
attack our Capitol, kill and injure its de-
fenders with the clear intent to overturn
an election he knew he’d lost, thus pre-
venting the peaceful transfer of power.

Neither did the Left support the
president who stole highly classified docu-
ments (knowledge of which could cause
grave harm to our nation) and then refuse
to return them.

Nor did the Left promote the presi-

Precinct workers are needed for Early
Voting and Election Day

The MC Board of Elections needs precinct workers for Highlands and Flats. Any
registered voter is eligible to help. Call the MC Board of Elections at 828-349-2034 if

available.

Three people are needed in Highlands and four people are needed in Flats. There
are Harly voting and Election Day AM and PM slots available in about 6-hour shifts..
Early voting is Feb. 12-28. Election Day is March 3rd 6:15 to 7:30 PM

Macon Counly Tlepublican Party Presenla:

YOUR COUNTY
YOUR CANDIDATES
YOUR QUESTIONS

Macon County Commissioner
Candidate Forum
February 7, 2026

Forum: 2:30-4:30
* Meet the Candidates 4:30-5:30#

#

Carpenter Community [:EI'ltEI‘:

1288 Georgia Road, Franklin

SUBNIT YOUR QUESTIONS TDO MACONCCFORUNZDZEEGAAIL.COR

dent who pardoned more than 1,500 in-
surrectionists whose actions Jan. 6 led to
deaths or injury to scores of defenders of
the Capitol, protecting the Vice President,
and Congress.

Nor does the Left champion a presi-
dent who brags about assaulting women
and was, in fact, found civilly liable of
sexual abuse and defamation.

No, it’s the Right, and it’s this presi-
dent, in collusion with the Supreme Court
and Republicans in Congress who are re-
sponsible for chaos, unrest and national
turmoil, including the cold-blooded mur-
der of innocent American citizens exet-
cising their constitutional right (perhaps
duty) to resist tyranny.

Neither are news organizations
obliged to print letters that express opin-
ions put forward as “evidence,” notions
that have been proven false time and time
again.

A writer may opine the political Left
is responsible for all the chaos and disot-
der in America, that’s his right, but print-

avoid.

Trump’s Administration claims to
enforce our laws but, as countless writ-
ers have observed, what Trump alleges is
not law enforcement it’s authoritarianism
wrapped in a flag, shielded by lies and en-
abled by everyone who supports Trump
or remains silent.

Trump continually violates the Con-
stitution and disregards checks and bal-
ances (without which) transparency and
accountability are lost. Exhibiting noth-
ing but contempt for the rule of law, the
Trump Administration is the political and
moral equivalent of a crime family that
lies to cover up its malfeasance.

As made unquestionably plain by
the English philosopher, John Locke, in
1689, “Where-ever law ends, tyranny be-
gins”” By granting Donald Trump im-
munity for his many crimes (placing him
above the law) the Roberts Court (with
the approval of the Republican Con-
gress) opened the door to tyranny. Don-
ald Trump had simply to walk through it.

ing fabrications dressed up as truth is a David L. Snell
venture credible journalists should try to Franklin
J 2 W | ; [-
Hydrodermabrasion
1 week only - 2/9/26 - 2/13/26 20% Off

Purchase a gift
card and receive
an additional 15%
on us.

=
oW

IPL - 20% Off

advanced light-based technology clears
undesirable brown spots, sun damage and

vessels, revealing clearer skin.

B A <

Sale price does not include packages)

AR

i r | f
- I
.;L#I 't
=

A non-invasive skincare treatment
that combines exfoliation, deep
cleansing, and intense hydration in

Iy
)

a single session

Highlands Office:
828-482-4430
Franklin Office:
828-349-1280
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A ti JEWELRY SALE

’;"‘ / d\ February1- 14
G L \V 10 am - 5 pm
KU{/ " 10 - 30% OFF

Select Pieces

212 S 4th St., Highlands
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January 21st marked 156
years celebrating the advance-
ment of women, educating
through  scholarships,, grants,
award, loans and stewardship of
Cottey College.

Advocating for women who
do not have opportunities to ex-
pand their education is a primary
goal of PE.O.

It was in 1869 that seven
women met at lowa Wesleyan-
University and formed the Philan-
thropic Educational Organization
(PE.O.) that now reaches around
the globe and has impacted the

e Bi7z/ORrc NEWS ®

P.E.O. celebrates Founders’ Day

lives of millions of women. PE.O.
is a nonprofit organization that
has helped more 119,000 women
pursue their educational goals and
provided over $389 million in edu-
cational assistance.

In North Carolina alone,
PE.O. has 99 chapters and the
Cashiers-Highlands  Chapter B]
continues to grow. Membership is
open to any women dedicated to
encouraging and supporting wom-
en through chapter life and provid-
ing educational opportunities for
women all over the world.

Women over the age of 18

Macon County
“Redistricting”
Public Hearing

Tuesday, February 10
at 6p
Courthouse Boardroom
§ W. Main St. Franklin

Let the Board of Commissioners
know how you feel about changing
representation for District 1 -
Highlands, Flats, Elijay & Sugarfork

For story, see
“Commissioner Shearl wants to
change Macon County’s ‘election’
map”
in the Jan. 22 edition.

Go to:
https://www.highlandsinfo.com/
PDFs/26jan22.pdf

are eligible to be considered for
PE.O. membership. Members
meet to support each other, for
fellowship and for the common
and uniting purpose of assisting
women with their educational
goals. Members participate in
philanthropic outreach to posi-
tively impact women’s lives in their
community, state/province and
worldwide, help to provide life-
changing educational opportuni-
ties for women, are involved in

opportunities for personal growth
and advanced leadership skills,
share in fun and friendship with
wonderful and diverse women,
and become part of a Sisterhood,
beyond their own chapter, which
provides loving concern and sup-
port to all members.

The Cashier-Highlands
P.E.O. Chapter B]J is led by Presi-
dent Melle McCafferty and meets
the second Monday of each
month. At each monthly meeting,

Chapter BJ collects items for the
Highlands Emergency Council
and continuously secks ways to
support our communities and to
make women aware that P.E.O.
is focused helping them achieve
their educational and career ad-
vancement goals. Guests are wel-
come at monthly meetings and
any woman wanting more infor-
mation should contact Melle Mc-
Cafferty at 850-830-3124

Chamber’s ‘Leadership Highlands’
announces 2026 class

The Highlands Chamber
of Commerce/Visit Highlands,
NC is pleased to announce the
selection of the 2026 Leadet-
ship Highlands class. Fourteen
individuals were selected from
a very strong applicant pool to
participate in this highly regard-
ed community leadership devel-
opment program.

Leadership Highlands is
designed for emerging and es-
tablished leaders who are com-
mitted to deepening their un-
derstanding of the Highlands
community while strengthening
their leadership skills and civic
engagement. The seven-month
program runs from February
through October and includes
a retreat, monthly full-day ses-
sions, enrichment workshops,
collaborative projects, and a
graduation ceremony.

“We are excited to welcome
this outstanding group of par-
ticipants to the 2026 Leadership

Highlands class,” said Jo-
hanna Fein, Executive Ditrec-
tor of the Highlands Chamber
of Commerce/Visit Highlands,
NC. “The selection process is
always thoughtful and com-
petitive, and this class reflects
a diverse range of expetiences,
perspectives, and a shared com-
mitment to the future of our
community.”” The 2026 Leader-
ship Highlands class includes:
Kendra Alexander, Kaysie Allen,
Heather Ball, Jennifer Colson,
Randy Foster, Deneece Harrell,
Rebecca Horowitz, Joshua La-
Vere, Jeanne Piazza, Sean Mul-
larkey, Henry Salzarulo, Meg Ste-
vens, Holly Watson, Faye Wurm

Throughout the program,
participants will engage with

local leaders and subject mat-
ter experts on topics such as
Highlands history and cultural
resources, economic develop-
ment, local government and
public safety, health and human
services, education, arts, and
outdoor recreation. The curric-
ulum also emphasizes personal
leadership development through
principle-based decision-making
and team-building experiences.

Leadership Highlands is a
signature program of the High-
lands Chamber of Commerce,
fostering informed leadership
and meaningful connections
that strengthen the greater
Highlands community.

For more information
about Leadership Highlands
and other Chamber programs,
visit highlandschamber.org,

Chamber’s ‘Women in Business’ gathering

a

- . 1 X Al sk
From left: Nancy Dyleski and Melanie Couch (Spruce Interiors), Heather

v

Ball (Mountain Life Properties), Faye Wurm and Christina Vives (Berkshire

Hathaway).

The Highlands Chamber of
Commerce/Visit Highlands,
NC hosted its first Women
in Business networking event
on Thursday, Jan. 22, at the
Highlands office of Berkshire
Hathaway Mountain Meadow
Home Setrvices. With more
than 40 women in attendance,
this quarterly gathering is
designed to foster connection,
collaboration, and support
among women doing business
in the Highlands community.
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The 1st REAL snowfall of 2026

Snow began falling around 11 p.m., Fri., Jan. 30 dumping eight inches by the time
it ended late Saturday afternoon. The single-digit temps that followed didn’t
deter Highlands’ snowbunnies.

Photos by Kim and Rachel Lewicki

i
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The bread of life

Pastor; Emily Wilmarth
First Presbyterian Church

sands of Jewish and non-Jewish children who had

orphaned during the war found their way to orphan-
ages located throughout Europe (if they were lucky). A
German Fulbright fellow spent nearly a decade research-
ing and tracing over 50 orphans of one of the orphan-
ages called Kloster Indersdor. A man she found spoke
of his time as an adolescent in the home. He said that
at night, many of the children would take bread from
the dining hall to bed with them. Traumatized by their
experience of war and their own efforts to survive, they
could only rest if they knew there would be something
to eat tomortow.

They were hungry for food, of course. But they also
hungered for so much more than satisfaction of their
basic needs. They hungered for security and the need to
be desired and loved.

Jesus tells his disciples: Do not work for the food
that perishes but for the food that endures for eternal
life, which the Son of Man will give you.

What is the food that endures for eternal life? For
the children of Kloster Indersdor, it was the assurance
that they didn’t have to fear the dreadful truth that they
could die of starvation at any point. And it was the un-
derstanding that despite the enormity of their losses -
childhood, parents, siblings, a home - they were desired
and loved. Children need that understanding to thrive.
We all do.

What is it that you are really hungry for? For what
is your soul longing? What do you hunger for - deep in
your heart, deep in your soul - and what can you con-
sume to satisfy that hunger?

Maybe you hunger for a better connections to the
people in your family or community. Or for belonging,
or a break from the pressure to be perfect. Maybe you
hunger for friendship or a romantic partner, rest from
too much work, or delight instead of constant frustra-
ton.

Jesus says, “I am the bread of life.”” Jesus is the one
who satisfies all of this hunger.

Which is a lovely, and I believe TRUE thing to say.
But what does it really mean? How can Jesus help us
like those loaves of bread helped the children of Kloster
Indersdorf?

Here’s what I think he means and how he can begin
to help:

Jesus feeds us with this promise: in life and in death
we belong to God. And even if we feel unloved or un-
wanted, we are always desired by God. And God will go
to great lengths to seek us out, to chase after us, to stay

+ See SPIRITUALLY page 15

In the months and years following WWII, thou-
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BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor 706-782-3965
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.,Worship:| |
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
828-269-3546 * Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.;Worship:| |
CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev.Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298
Sundays: School at 9:30;Worship 10:30
GRACE CHAPEL ON HIGH HOLLY
9615 Dillard Rd Scaly Mountain, N C.

Pastor Steve Kerhoulas. http://www.Graceonhighholly.com
Sunday School 9:45;Worship | I; Prayer Service Wed 5:30p
Men’s and Women'’s Bible Study throughout the week
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH
The Rev'd Dr. Marc Robertson & Rev. Nick McGee
464 U.S. Hwy. 64E, Cashiers, NC
CAC@christanglicancashiers.org * 828-743-1701
Sunday:Adult Christian Ed, 9:15a; Holy Eucharist, 10:30a;
Fellowship | 1:45a;VWVed: Bible Study/Contemplative Prayer, 5p
CHRIST CHURCH OF THEVALLEY. CASHIERS
Pastor Jacob Tedder ¢ Jacob@cashiers.church  743-5470
www.cashiers.church
Sun. 10:452;Wed Study5:15p supper and childcare.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| la.m.

I'st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.
Wednesdays —Supper at 6 p.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com ¢ 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC ¢ Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins
Sun: Service 10:45am, Children’s 10:30am

Wed.:Youth 5:30-7pm;Women'’s Bible Study: Mon. 4:30pm, Tues.

10am; Men’s Bible Study:Wed. & Thurs. 7am @ Zookeeper
Bistro
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev.W.Bentley Manning, Rector ¢ 526-2968
5th and Main streets * www.incarnationwnc.org
Sunday: Rite |, spoken, 8 am in Chapel, Rite Il with Choir 10:30
am in Sanctuary,Wed: Healing Eucharist 12 pm in Chapel,
Morning Prayer: Mon-Thurs 8:30 am in Chapel
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 « www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor * 220 Main Street, Highlands
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am;Women'’s 10:30 am
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Emily Wilmarth, pastor;, Rev. Kelley Connelly Asso. Pastor
828-526-3175 « fpchighlands.org
Sun.:Adult Ed.: 10a;Worship | la;Tues: Men’s Group 10a;
Wed: Bell Choir 4p. Chancel Choir:5:30p
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd)

Sunday School:10 am.Worship Service:| | am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com ¢ Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am -Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm
HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. « Glenville. NC ¢ 743-2729 + Nathan Johnson

Sunday: School 9:45a.Worship | la & 7p. Bible Study 6p
Wed. Kidsquest 6p.;Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 ¢ 165 S.Sixth Street
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays:Worship:| |
HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson ¢ 11339 Buck Creek Road

The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily
sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a. & 6p.Wednesday Worship is 6p
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376
In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
909a Bluegrass and | |aTraditional
www.highlandsmethodist.org
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA
2152 Dillard Road ¢ 526-974|
Rev. Ken Langsdrof
Worship/Communion: 10:30 All are welcome.

Visit our website: Holy Family Lutheran Highlands NC
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miiles south of Highlands on N.C.28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| |. Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
Franklin « 828-634-1312 « mountainsynagoguewnc.com.
Services: st Fri.and 3rd Sat.and Rosh Hashanah & Yom
Kippur.

MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH
743-2583 * Independent Bible Church
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church. 4224 Big Ridge
(4.5 miles from NC 107)

Weds:Youth Group 6 p.m.; Bible Study 6:30 p.m.;
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone — 526-2418
Sat. 4pm 5/24/25-10/25/25; Sun. - | lam
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School —10 a.m.;Worship —I | am.& 7
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates * 526-3212
Sun.: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:10:45 a.m.;Worship: 6 p.m.
SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Richard Salmonson
Sundays: School:10 a.m.;Worship:I | a.m.
ST.JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Mass: Sun. 9a (English); Mon. 9:30a (Vatican Il in Latin); Tues.
7p (Spanish);Wed.,9:30a (English)

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: » 743-2359 * Rev. RobWood
Sunday Service (summer):9am & | lam
Visit our website: www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com
Our Bazaar Barn supports outreach in the community.
Open Fri & Sat. | lam-3pm
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
85 Sierra Drive. Franklin ¢ uufranklin.org
Sunday Worship - | | a.m.
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev.Sam Forrester/Cashiers *828-743-2122
Sunday School:10 am.Worship Service:| | am




Highlands Police entries from
Jan.29. Only the names of persons ar-
rested, issued a summons/citation, is-
sued a Class-3 misdemeanor or those
of public officials have been used.

Jan.29

* At 12:07 p.m,, a firearm valued at
$1,000 was reported stolen from a resi-
dence on Williamsburg Court.

Jan.23

e At 10 a.m., officers received a
report from First Bank that someone sent
fake info to intercept a wire transfer of
$38,071.

Accidents responded to on Feb. |

* Unit | was traveling west on US 64.
It crossed the center line and ran off road-
way to the left and hit a rock wall and then
spun around before coming to rest in the
roadway.

* At 2:42 p.m,, the dept. was first-re-
sponders to a location on Helen’s Barn Ave.

* At 4:04 p.m., the dept. responded to a
fire alarm at the hospital.

Jan. 28

* At 9:49 a.m., the dept. responded to a
fire alarm at a location on Main Street.

* At 4:13 p.m.,, the dept. responded to a
fire alarm at a location on W. Church Street.

* At 4:20 p.m., the dept. responded to a
fire alarm at a location on S. 4th Street.

* At 9:41 p.m,, the dept. responded to a
fire alarm at a location on W. Church Street.
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* At 10:58 p.m., the dept. responded to
a fire alarm at a residence on VZ Top Road. It
was cancelled en route.

Jan.29

* At 9:39 a.m,, the dept. provided public
assistance at a location on S. 3rd Street.

* At 10:25 a.m., the dept. responded to a
fire alarm at a location on Oak Street.

* At 7:29 p.m, the dept. was first-re-
sponders to a residence on Foreman Road.

Jan.31

* At 3:29 a.m,, the dept. provided mutual
aid to the Cashiers FD.

==

Feb. |

* At 4:40 p.m., the dept. responded to
a fire alarm at a residence onVZ Top Road.

Feb.2

* At 5:22 a.m,, the dept. provided mu-
tual aid to the Cashiers FD.

* At | 1:37 a.m,, the dept. provided pub-
lic assistance at a location on Turtle Pond
Road.

* At 7:57 p.m,, the dept. was first-re-
sponders to a residence on Kelsey Court.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue
log from Jan. 27

Jan. 27

* At 10:42 a.m., the dept. responded to

MOUNTAIN LAKES

MEDICAL CENTER
162 Legacy Point Clayton, GA 30525

a fire alarm at a residence on Blue Valley
Road. It was cancelled en route.

..SPIRITUALLY from

page 14

with us, to love us, no matter what.

Jesus feeds us with this truth: as
long as we are living in love, we are living
right. Maybe we can’t afford the greatest
trips. Maybe we can’t always be present
for the ones who need us.

Maybe we can’t figure out all the so-
lutions to all the problems we face, but
if we are living in love for God, for our
neighbors, for ourselves, then we can
trust that we’re on the right path.

Jesus feeds us with this hope: that
just as death was not his final act, it is
not ours either. We can live in hope that
God’s love is more powerful than any-
thing we fear can destroy us. And while
there is pain in this life, while there is de-
spait, loss, evil, violence, and hatred, we
can proclaim a greater power than that.
We can proclaim God’s love and grace
in Jesus Christ, who comes and lives and
dies and rises again for us. That’s what
saves us.

I don’t know what you are hungry
for. But I would guess that what you tru-
ly desire, others do, too. And the good
news of the Gospel, the good news we
bear into the world through our lives and
our actions, is that no one needs to go
hungry. And anyway, Jesus won't let you.

Ear, Nose and Throat (ENT)

Dr. Keith Jackson, MD, ENT
Emory University and

Medical College of Georgia

www.mountainlakesmedicalcenter.com / www.mlmcphysiciansgroup.com

Contact: (706) 782-0478

CONNECT

Audiology Care

Dr. Erica McVey, Audiologist
University of Texas
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Need some help managing life?
Relationships?
Finding your purpose
moving forward?

Join us Sundays at 9 a.m.

A small group environment --
breakfast included.

Live Stream --

Andy Stanley/North Point CC
Join us for a
non-denominational
gathering
For more details, text Bee
at 404-307-1415

4
. Ryan M. Bears
Branch Leader

Cell: 803-271-5426
Off ce: 828-526-8784
ryan.bears@allentate.com

Kiln dried
FIREWOOD

Delivery or pickup

2460 Cashiers Road « Highlands 828-526-2395
highlandslawnandgarden.com

LISATHOMPSON
DOG SITTING

« daily drop-in visits

« overnight & extended
stays

« dog walking
. 828.424.4637

HIGHLAMNDS
CASHIERS

CHRISTIE’S

INTERMATIOMNAL REAL ESTATE

Colleen Kerrigan, Broker
615-400-5498

colleen.kerrigan.wnc@gmail.com

Authenticity, Honesty, Integrity

Highlands Office 210 N. Fifth Street

> 828-526-9325 «

Generators aren’t just a “thing” we do,
generators are all we do!

CHESINUT STORAGE

Storage Units Available
Secure 24-Hour Access
Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms

Call today to find out why we're
“Highlands Premier Facility”

828-482-1045

Buck Creek Rd - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Road near the hos-

Look for our sign!

e Grading
* Excavating
e Driveways
* Build sites
* Hauling
e Septic Systems

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643
Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com

828-200-9217 Fully Insured

Crane
Rentals
Available

5 . < e L'-.'.
MEenDozA TREE ExperT
Quality Tree Care & Removal |8+ years

estimates@mendozatree.com
mendozatreeservices.com

COUNSELING
CENTER

OF HIGHLANDS
Peggy Crosby Center » 348 South Fifth Street

828-482-7417

info@counselingcenter.org + counseling-center.org

We are nonprofit and provide counseling on a sliding scale fee so
everyone can receive the care they need regardiess of ability to pay.

360 MAIN STREET

ESTATE JEWELERS OF
HIGHLANDS

llnnmtmunt Bnlr I O3
Call: 828-526-1960 G
Text: 770-855-0825 '-?‘-‘*:'
Ellall -lnihlgillands@gmall.nnll

Al Stoneham

Realtor-Broker

Luxury Home Specialist
Licensed in NC & GA

Cell: 828-332-9767
al.stoncham@allentate.com

ALLEN TATE REALTORS/PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP
HIGHLANDS/SCAINQUNTAIN/CASHIERS

NOW HIRING

for Key Sales
Office Roles

OLD
EDWARDS

HOSPITALITY GROUP

¢ EXPERIENCED HOTEL/RESORT Sales Manager

e EXPERIENCED HOTEL/RESORT Catering & Events
Manager

¢ Sales Office Manager

¢ Sales Associate
Apply at www.oldedwardshospitality.comicareers

Email careers@oldedwardsinn.com
Phone: 828-787-2631
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* CILASSIFIEDS ®

HELP WANTED

LOCAL LANDSCAPE COMPANY
needs bookkeeper full or part time. 828-342-
4463. (st. 1/29)

FOR SALE

WATERFALL SOUND HOMESITE.
Rare 2-Acre homesite off Walkingstick Rd.
Awesome sound of nearby waterfall, private
peaceful. Established neighborhood of fine
homes. 10 minutes downtown. Power in Place.
$76,000 Highlands Sotheby’s International Re-
alty 561-632-3781. (st.Jan. I)

FOR RENT

3 BED, 2 BATH HOUSE FOR RENT.
Rolling Acres. $2,500/month. Available now.

nlﬁﬁm n'TﬁJE

F{.J“{'

828-787-2360
2851 Cashiers Road, Highlands

We're proud to be a family-owned company with 43 years in the
business, and even prouder to now serve the Highlands community.
~ Bob Saladna, Owner

Herelstwhatls

Mielhlamel AvfsemeiEve
is all @beuil

* Same-day service for most maintenance
and routine repairs.
* Top-tier diagnostic & programming tools
— just like the dealer.
* New tire, alignment & balancing
equipment for precision and speed.
* Same experienced technicians.

We service ALL domestic and foreign vehicles.

&

Also serving customers in:
Atlanta, GA | Dallas, TX | Houston, TX

Come see the difference.

IIP!.

1|| o

Huge yard. Hardwood floors. All appliances.
Qualified dogs OK. Outdoor fire pit. Warm,
friendly place and neighborhood. Call Dick at
828-200-4264. (st. Dec. 25)

4 BD/3BA FOR RENT HIGHLANDS -
Updated farm home, located between Highlands
& Cashiers off Hwy 64. $3,200/month, includes
all utilities with high speed wifi. Call Marcy 828-
482-4239 (st.7/10)

2BD/2BATH SINGLEWIDE $1,100 per
month internet included. First last security. Mark
828-200-0765. (st. 5/29)

SERVICES

CUSTOM WELDING - gates, railings,
trailer repairs, fencing, hand rails and more. |
come to you! Call Gavin at 828-200-4219 or
email smallgavin26@gmail.com

MURPHY'’S PAINT CO. - interior/exte-
rior painting/sheetrock repair/wallpaper removal/
log homes/ decks. Insured. Free estimates. 828-
332-0525 or 828- 421-8600. (3/12)

______1

Mdlnul Cloaucrs

Fine Dry Cleaning Since 1960
I Next to Slabtown Pizza in Cashiers
828-743-9100

ATTENTION:
HIGHLANDS
Dry Cleaning Customers!

I

l

l

20% discount |
on your first order |
l

l

!

AND
All subsequent orders.

We look forward to serving you!
Next to

Slabtown

Pizza

in Cashiers

L______J

EXPERIENCED PRIVATE IN-HOME
CARE. Resume upon request. Mori Smith.
228383-4448.(st. 12/4)

QUALITY HOUSEKEEPING — Mori
Smith. 228-383-4448. Resume upon request.
Serving Highlands and Franklin. (st. 12/4)

CREATURE COMFORTS - In House
Pet or People sitting. Call Peg Ellis. Retired RN.
References available. 828-200-1028. (st. | 1/20)

PLATEAU PAINTERS - Interior and ex-
terior painting, pressure washing, decks,and sand-
ing and staining wood floors. Division of Chatlos
Construction. Fully insured. Free estimates. Call
Mike at 828-200-4071. (6/26)

JUNK REMOVAL SERVICE — We take
anything. Call 828-200-0492 (7/31)

HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS HANDY-
MAN - Chatlos Construction — Remodels,Ad-
ditions, Framing, Siding, Roofing, Decks, Painting.
References. Insured. 828-200-4071. (4/30)

NEED FURNITURE MOVED ORANY-
THING HAULED AWAY? Call or text James
of Going Gone at 828-421-2655. (7/31)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/KEVIN
VINSON: scanning photos, slides & negatives to
CD or DVD for easier viewing.Video transfer to
DVD. Everything done in house. Leave message
at 828-526-5208.

Elevated Home Maintenance & Repairs,
A Step Above the Rest
Carpentry * Tile Work ¢ Drywall « Remodels

Painting ¢ Flooring * General Labor * Realtor Punchlists

(828) 371-9071

ElevatedHomeMaintenance.com

Classifieds:
$10 for first 10 words; 30 cents for each addi-
tional word; $5 for graphic; $2 for color highlight

Business Cards
$23 Black & White * $28 color
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_ *HicHILANDS AREA EVENTS®

NOTE:

* No Senior Luncheon at
Rec Park the month of February.
POOL SCHEDULE

* Lap Swim: Mon.-Fri. 6am-
9:45am, and Saturday 10am-
I Ipm - 6 lanes. Water Aerobics:
18 y+ Mon.-Fri. 10-11am with
Karen Chambers. Adult Swim:
18y+ Mon.-Thurs. | [am-3:30pm,
Friday 1lam-1:30pm. Public
Swim: Mon. thru Thurs.. 3:30-
7pm, Saturday |lam-6pm and
Sunday 1-6pm

PICKLE BALL

» At the Recreation Dept.
every Monday - Friday 10am-
Ipm indoors for the winter
(notice the days and time has
changed),

MOUNTAIN
INGS

* Winter Hours: Friday &
Saturdays. Open: 10 am - | pm.
Spruce Street. www.mountain-
findings.org

FIND-

ICE SKATING IN PARK

* Thurs., 3:30-8p; Fri. 3:30-
[0p; Sat. 1-10p, Sun. I-5p Hours
will be extending during Thanks-
giving and Christmas vacations.
$8 with or without skates.

ALLWEEK

* Scaly Mountain/Highlands/
Cashiers Alcoholics Anonymous
“Open Meetings” are for any-
one who thinks they may have a
drinking problem or for anyone
interested in the A.A. recovery
program. Open meetings are held
at Scaly Mountain @ Grace Cha-
pel, 9915 Dillard Rd., Scaly Moun-
tain each Tues at 5:30 pm and
Highlands @ the |st Presbyterian
Church, 471 Main St., on Monday
at 5:30 p.m. and on Wednesday
& Fridays @ 12:00 noon. Open
in-person meetings are also held
in Cashiers @ the Albert Carl-
ton Cashiers Community Library,
249 Frank Allen Rd. on Sunday at
5pm, on Tuesday @ 7 pm, on Fri-

THE
FIREWOOD COMPANY

Highlands ® Cashiers ® Atlanta

828.200.3050

bobhenritze @gmail.com ® www.firewoodcompany.net

day at 5 pm and on Saturday at 9
am. For more information please
visit our website www.aawnc80.
org or to speak with a member
of A.A. 24/7 call our HELP Line
828 349-4357

Sat.Feb.7

* MC Commissioner Candi-
date Forum 2:30-4:30 p.m. at the
Carpenter Community Center,
1288 Georgia Road, Franklin.
Meet the candidates 4:30-5:30
p-m.

Sun. Feb. 8

* The reopening of Don
Leon’s restaurant has been re-
scheduled for Sunday, from | pm
to 4 pm. Come meet the new
owners Ivanet and Juan Avila
with free nibbles.

Tues., Feb. 10

* Macon County Redistrict-
ing Public Hearing at 6p in the
Courthouse Boardroom, 5 W.
Main Street in Franklin.

Fri. & Sat., Feb. 13-14

* PAC Outreach Theater
Camp — How to Audition Join
us for a two-day theater camp
designed for young performers
ages 7—18. 10a to 3p. For tickets,
call 828-526-9047.

* Highlands Cashiers Play-
ers present “For Better or For
Worse” mystery DinnerTheatre.
at the Martin Lipscomb Theater
in the Highlands Performing Arts
Center $55 per person - dinner,
non-alcoholic beverages, dessert
and an interactive show. Wine
and cocktails will be available for
purchase. For tickets go to high-
landscashiersplayers.com or call
the box office at 828-526-9047.

Thurs., Feb, 26

* At Highlander Mountain
House, Valley James is perform-
ing at 8:30 p.m.Tickets are $35
(excluding taxes and fees).

Wed., March 4

* At PAC, Paces Live Pres-
ents: A Taste of Ireland at 7:30
p-m. For tickets, call 828-526-
9047.

..CALENDAR continued from page 1

Holidays

* Dec 29-31 Annual Leave

* Jan 1 New Years Holiday

* Jan 4 Teacher Workday

* Jan 5 Mandatory Teacher
Workday

* Jan 18 Martin Luther King
Holiday

* Feb 12 Mandatory Teacher
Workday

* Mar 19 Teacher Workday
(Match 18th End of 3rd Quattet)

* Mar 22- 25 Spring Break
(Annual Leave)

* March 26 Good Friday

* Aprl 22 Mandatory
Teacher Workday

* April 23 Teacher Workday

* May 28 Last Student Day
/ Eatly Dismissal

* May 31 Memorial Day
Holiday

* June 1- 4 Teacher Work-
days

* For a copy of the 2026-
2027 school calendar, visit the
Macon County Schools website
at  https://wwwmaconcoun-
tyschools.com/.

.SALES TAX continued from page 7

Despite encouragement
from local elected leaders, voters
chose not to pass the quarter-
cent sales tax in 2024. However,
the margin of defeat was much
natrower in 2024 than the last
time the referendum was on the
ballot in 2022 with 51% voting
against to 49% voting for the ref-
erendum.

During the midterm elec-
tion in 2022, the same referen-
dum was on the ballot for Ma-
con County and 15,124 people
cast their vote on the question.
Of those, 8,575, ot about 55%,
voted against the measure, and
6,829, ot about 45%, voted in fa-
vor of the sales tax increase.

Opponents are concerned
about the impact of the sales tax
increase on residents, particularly
those with lower incomes. They

argue that the tax increase would
place an additional burden on
already-struggling families and
individuals.

However, commissioners
are pushing for the quarter-cent
sales tax, which would apply to
anyone making purchases in the
county, including visitors, and
would be a way to lower the
tax burden for residents of the
county.

The North Carolina General
Assembly granted county boards
of commissioners the authority
to levy, subject to voter approval,
an additional one-quarter cent
county sales and use tax. Macon
County 1s the only county in the
seven westernmost counties of
North Carolina that has not yet
implemented the quarter-cent
sales tax.
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Gas truck crash closed Cashiers Rd

A LP gas truck crashed through the guardrail on US 64 east (Cashiers

Y

Road) near Rhody Lane the morning of Wed.,, Jan. 28 closing the road to
through traffic until Friday morning.The truck settled on a slope below the
road where it will stay until it can be removed. Initially burning off the gas
was the plan but now the gas will be pumped out instead. Once weather
cooperates, the truck will be removed. N.C. State Highway Patrol said
weather was not a factor in the accident as the highway was dry and there
was no snow or ice at the time. No one was hurt.
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BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY ‘ MEADOWS MOUNTAIN REALTY
H s

OMESERVICE

SILVER EAGLE

Native American Jewelry
Crystal & Gem Gallery

Highlander
Mountain
House
&

The Ruffed
Grouse
Tavern

COVETED
HIGHLANDS
LOCATION

hlghlanderountainhouse.com

Soio f i € NET

: “ct LUXURY COLLECTION”

e I c e r Of the 55,000+ BHHS agents across the globe,

- ¥ ’ Fayeranksinthe TOP 2% andisa

B e —— Luxury Collection Specialist.
Country Club Properties , e el i il , FAYE WURM

Your local hometown H|gh|and8 Proper“es 828 2001345 =

Real Estate professionals.

—

Ll

371 Dixon Drive

- o 3 Offices 828-526-2520 450 N. 4th St. Highlands, NC faye@bhhsmmr.com o . Highlands, NC
349 Main Street, Highlands, NC www.CCPHighlandsNC.com 828-526-5522 2834 Gashiars Rd, Highlands : :
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com www.highlandsproperties.com https://fayewurm meadowsmtnrealty.com/ Offered Furnished

— - for $1.8 M

@
Team RickSteve - _ g /
“The Power of 3” e /
i . P (| CHESTNUT ST + 3 Bed, 3 Bath
Trusted advisors 2 ;

providing impeccable, » 2 Fireplaces
personalized service

e Large, Level Lot

(I-T | HOWARD HANNA [P St

ALiEw TATE REAL ERTRTE INTERRAT I

* Adjacent to
Conservation Property

#1IN THE CAROLINAS « 404-219-1349 « TEAMRICKSTEVE@ALLENTATE.COM Historical
Darlene Conley Vilage
Mountain Luzury

Your Dream. Your Journey. YOU'RE
HOME!

Dedicated to finding the home you ve
alhways wanted.

Cell: 404-427-2448
darlene.conley@ allentate.com

ALLEN TATE REALTORS/
PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP

I =

Reehes

Cwclie ey

W
B ark [
N,
Oax st~/

Visitor
Center

Clif Gottwals

Library

303.887.7479

AN ST
Q :“j% Clif. Gottwals@Gmail.com
HURC 5 %

sl CHRISTIE'S

su;\.L\"' INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE
—— HIGHLANDS CASHIERS ——
PRING 57
HighlandsCashiersCIRE.com
Urn sy 210 North Fifth Street
Highlands, NC 28741

CHRISTIE’S | HIGHLANDS

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE CASHIERS

Highlands Office | 210 N. 5th Street
Ll

Cell: 828-787-1895
pamela.nellis@yahoo.com

Hardware

Highlands | Sotheby’s

INTERMNATIONAL REALTY

114 N. 4th Street * Highlands, NC ﬂ'w\mﬂﬂ’ ]

Local Expertise, Global Connections. PROPERTIES
Licensed in NC and GA DEHISE Bﬂﬂthb}"

office: 828.526.8300 * cell: 828.337.0706 828-482-2434 ;
sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com ¢ highlandssir.com www. LiveLoveHighlands.com |

Sheryl Wilson




More than 33 years of exemplary STAY A
? ) service on the platean! / lifE time @
Our clients rate us 5 out of 5 LANDMARK
REALTY GROUP A A A
) Bz ; : : rain story begins here—
Voted America’s Best = CLEMS® 223 Seliehin s lls  bracing otk e 18 yow load
AMERICAS EBEST | ( I_ ” " %T_:-Eflf call 838-743-08510. and the getaway you crave

JULIE OSBORN & PATALLEN

- i . BERKSHIRE | MEADOWS MOUNTAIN
ﬁ; ) . J()d L Ovell houceenuars | AT
h\, - (! 7 (828) 226.6303 If youwant an
: 4 a award-winningreal
. & estate experience,
i — #1 BI’OkGI‘ choose an

julie.osborn@gmail.com  patallen@gmail.com IN ' THE CAROLINAS

828.200.6165 828.200.9179

award- wmnlng

$1 Billion + agent. [

L
TOTAL CAREER SALES VOLUME D) -

;..-:h% - DAVID #8 Agent Worldwide
B O C K SOTHEBY'S |NTA£AROI\INA9|'|206N]A?.OR’+EALTY AGENTS
. BUILDERS Highlands b()theb\s

ockBunders com 828-526-2240

F ". \.
MITZI RAUERS

Broker / Luxury Collection

Specialist

(404) 218-9123

mitzi@bhhsmmr.com

*Based on 2023 sales data. Out of a global network
of 65,000+ BHHS agents

;ﬁ) ..on the Verandah [755
1 1V1 Restauran )
Mountain Living ... ) e [

begins with 828-526-2338
. 42 Years of Fine Dining
conversation and a Open
cup of coffee. 7 nights
5:30—9p www.ontheveranda-th.com

GHRISIIES MCULLEY’S
— HIGHLANDS CASHIERS —— CAS]—IMERE

Scotland’s Best Knitwear

BEE GLEESON PAT GLEESON JESSICA HABERKERN Open 7 days a Week
Broker | Realtor® | 404.307.1415 Broker | Realtor® | 828.782.0472 Broker | Realtor® | 254.718.7494
BeeGlee4@Gmail.com PatrickGleeson4@Gmail.com JessHaberkern@Gmail.com 526_4407
242 S. 4th St.

HighlandsCashiersCTRE.com | 210 North Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741




