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Diedre Breeden
BOE District 4

Stephanie Laseter
BOE District 2

Kaleena Messer
BOE District 2

Robert Perkins
BOE District 4

Gary Shields
BOE District 2

This past budget year has 
been particularly difficult for the 
Macon County School System 
with a funding deficit from the 
county at 2.7 million. The five 
candidates – two incumbents, 
Breeden and Laseter and three 
new comers – were asked ques-
tions the community would like 
answers to.

Diedre Breeden
District 4

Do you think the school board 
needs new blood to adequately meet the 
growing needs of  the system?

Let’s start with addressing 
the term “new blood.” For our 

school system, we need board 
members who are involved in the 
community, in tune with student 
needs and trends, and invested in 
the future of  our schools. 

Our students are our “new 
blood” because they are the fu-
ture, so whoever is serving on 
the board needs to be passionate 
about our kids, all of  them. I meet 
that criteria. I have had and still 
have kids in our school system. I 
have family and friends who are 
teachers. I align with the needs of  
our students, teachers and faculty 
and have the desire to listen, learn 
and fight for what is needed. I 

have worked incredibly hard over 
the last four years and learned so 
much. Now my four years of  ex-
perience plays a part in what quali-
fies me to serve in this role. After 
spending a term learning the role, 
I have momentum building that 
I believe will enable me to play a 
part in continuing to pursue suc-
cess for our Macon County school 
system. 

That being said, a board 
member always needs to be hum-
ble, open to new perspectives and 
willing to make the changes nec-
essary to meet the needs of  our 
district, regardless of  how long 

they have served. That is what is 
needed to meet the growing needs 
of  our system. 

How efficiently a school system op-
erates depends on funding from the coun-
ty, state and federal governments. Given 
the state’s wish to cap income tax and 
property taxes – the fund counties and 
the states literally use to fund education 
and other services -- how can the school 
system not only maintain the status quo 
but grow where needed?

I hear the uncertainty that 
accompanies these amendments, 
however, for our district, this is 
something we are already used to 

By Kristin Fox
There is a lot on the ballot 

this 2026 mid-term election.
With constitutional amend-

ments to referendums regard-
ing alcohol sales and the 1/4 of  
a penny sales tax increase; the 
NC House seat 120, NC Senate 
seat 50; MC Commission seats 
in Districts 1 and 2 and Board of  
Education seats in Districts 2 and 
4; not to mention the US Senate 
and US House of  Representatives,  
voters could be responsible for a 
lot of  change this election.

Macon County residents 
have only four more days to cast 
their vote in the 2026 midterm 
election. 

To date, like across most of  
the country, voter turnout at the 
county’s two early voting sites – 
the Highlands Civic Center and 
the Franklin Robert C. Carpenter 
Community Building has been 
higher than at the same point in 

Early voting
numbers are 

climbing

By Kim Lewicki
At its second meeting since 

the Town Board charged it with 
evaluating and possibly updating 
the 2022 Community Plan, the 
Planning Board made quick work 

of  its first subject: Land Use & 
Housing.

At the October meeting, 
members thoughtfully discussed 
making changes to the land use 
and zoning map to address the 

need for more housing in High-
lands and moving from the terms 
affordable and workforce to “at-
tainable” as suggested by member 
Daryl Griswold. 

Planning Board talks land use & housing
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•Coming Up!• 

The impact of  data cen-
ters has already hit the 
Town of  Highlands. 

No, not the building of  one in 
town. With the current mora-
torium, the town is revising its 
ordinances to address this situ-
ation, so I suspect a data center 
in Highlands is a remote pos-
sibility.

But let me share with you 
this cautionary tale about the 
boom in constructing data cen-
ters that is affecting towns, counties, and 
cities across the nation. This rush to con-
struct data centers for the expansion of  
AI technology is the largest construction 
effort in history, dwarfing such earlier ex-
pansionary projects such as the railroad 
and the interstate systems.

Here is what has happened. While the 
Highlands’ fourth electrical circuit on the 
Franklin Road was finished by the con-
tractor in early fall, it has not been activat-
ed and remains dormant. Not to worry, 

Joe Allison, head of  our electric 
department, says the town is still 
in good shape for any peak de-
mand this winter since we now 
have three operational circuits; 
however, it is frustrating that we 
cannot fire up the fourth circuit 
now.

The problem is that the 
three recloser devices essential to 
connecting the fourth circuit to 
the Duke Energy transfer station 
have been back ordered. The 

new delivery date is now March of  2027. 
What is frustrating is that we ordered these 
reclosers almost a year ago, and we were 
assured that they would arrive by the first 
of  October.

The town was told that the reclosers 
were back ordered because of  high de-
mand for reclosers and similar equipment 
in data center construction. Specifically, 
they require a high-end chip that is now 
in short supply. So, data center construc-
tion has affected our electric department 
in an unanticipated way. The demand data 
centers are putting on the electric utility 
supply chain is enormous, not to mention 
other areas of  the construction business.

This rush to build-out data centers to 
support this exponentially expanding AI 
technology has immediate financial im-
pacts that affect all of  us, from our stock 
portfolios to the cost of  groceries. Time 
will tell in a noticeably short period wheth-
er this massive investment in AI will be a 
payout for all of  us, for just a few, or for 
none of  us. And I do not want to guess 
in this piece about the social implications.

Now for some good news. I was do-
ing a routine drive-through in the town 
yard just recently. One section was full 
of  electrical transformers and other elec-
tric equipment. The electric department 
stockpiles these critical components for 
our electric grid, so in the event of  a 
major storm, replacements are at hand. 
Thank goodness we are well stocked; no 
telling how long it would take to replace 
things like transformers and whatnot, all 
of  which are in high demand for building 

Far flung energy needs affect Highlands
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PAT ALLEN JULIE OSBORN www.patallenrealtygroup.com  |  828.526.8784  |  295 DILLARD RD, HIGHLANDS
Voted America’s Best by RealTrends Since 2021

Not The Biggest... Just The Best!

MLS# 1003892  |  $1,750,000  |  3BR/3.5BA  This 
spacious ONE-LEVEL home offers light-filled, open 
living spaces PLUS deeded access to Lake Ravenel, 
two garages (one with workshop) and more. JULIE 
OSBORN  |  (828) 200-6165

One Level. Endless Possibilities.

MLS# 1003951  |  $1,900,000  |  3BR/3.5BA  A desirable 
neighborhood known for its walkability, 
greenspace, and pickleball near vibrant downtown 
Highands. Estimated completion date is April 2027. 
JULIE OSBORN  |  (828) 200-6165

MLS# 1004227  |  $1,899,000  |  4BR/4BA  Storybook charm 
abounds in this English cottage in a gated community near 
downtown Highlands. Offered furnished with select 
exclusions. Community dock, deeded water access. 
JULIE OSBORN  |  (828) 200-6165

MLS# 1003651  |  $2,500,000  |  Downtown location, 
3BR/3.5BA, remodeled with elegance, open floor plan, 
high ceilings, beautifully furnished, two fireplaces, two 
great rooms, water feature, windows, and natural light. 
PAT ALLEN  |  (828) 200-9179

New Build in Coveted Shelby Place Charming English CottageWhiteside Mountain View

MLS# 1003971  |  $385,000  |  6.96 +/- Acres Great property 
with a level area for building a home or for parking a 
camper with an easy walk to your private waterfall. PAT 
ALLEN  |  (828) 200-9179

MLS# 1002565  |  $75,000  |  .41 +/- Acres  Three combined 
lots offer the ideal site for building your mountain retreat, 
complete with breathtaking views of Lake Glenville. JULIE 
OSBORN  |  (828) 200-6165

MLS# 1003601  |  $850,000  |  2BR/2BA  Breathtaking 
views of Black Rock and Whiteside mountains. New 
roof, A/C unit, and multiple bonus rooms. Seller is 
offering a $30K credit at closing for deck 
replacement. JULIE OSBORN  |  (828) 200-6165

MLS# 1003473  |  $1,500,000  |  4BR/3.5BA 
Renovated home with sweeping mountain views, 
spacious decks, lower-level TV room, large primary 
suite with luxury bath.
PAT ALLEN  |  (828) 200-9179

Scaly Mountain Waterfall Lot Sunset Views in Lake Glenville

Cozy Cottage In Holly Berry EstatesOnce In A Lifetime Views

RENDERING

Thinking About Selling Your Property?
•  Deliberately small so we can give your 

property the attention it deserves.
•  Strong enough and with the experience 

needed to get you your best deal.

Talk to us today!
Pat Allen | (828) 200-9179  |  pat@patallenrealtygroup.com 
Julie Osborn | (828) 200-6165  |  julie@patallenrealtygroup.com
www.patallenrealtygroup.com

Not The Biggest... Just The Best!

All Treats - No Tricks! Start the holidays off with one of these cozy mountain retreats!



PRICE IMPROVEMENT! 
Cozy Country Cottage in Highlands 

556 Shortoff Road, 
Highlands, NC 28741 
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•The UnderStory• 
Leave the Leaves — It’s Chic

Every autumn in Highlands, we are 
treated to one of  nature’s great 
spectacles. The maples turn scar-

let, the hickories go gold and for a few glo-
rious weeks the mountains look as though 

slowing it.
Our native woodland 

plants evolved with leaves 
falling around them every 
year. Mountain laurels, rho-
dodendron, ferns, trilliums, 
dogwoods, sourwoods, 
hemlocks and countless 
other plants are perfect-
ly comfortable growing 
through a natural leaf  lay-
er. As those leaves break 
down, they return organic 
matter to the soil. They 
moderate soil temperature, 
help conserve moisture 

and support the fungi and microorgan-
isms responsible for healthy soil. A sur-
prising amount of  life spends the winter 
in leaf  litter. Moths, butterflies, beetles and 
other beneficial insects may overwinter in 
or beneath fallen leaves as eggs, larvae, pu-
pae or adults. Those insects, in turn, sup-
port birds and the larger ecology of  our 
local ecosystems. 

Sophisticated gardens are not biologi-
cally empty. 

Lets talk about Sound. A woodland 
floor covered in leaves, plants and organic 
material is acoustically different from bare 
soil, pavement or gravel. Will three inches 
of  oak leaves silence Highway 64? Sadly, 
no. But a soft woodland floor contributes 
to that hushed acoustic character that we 
associate with being deep in the woods. 

The goal is not abandonment. The 
goal is editing. Of  course, clear leaves from 
places where they are genuinely problem-
atic. Then let the woods keep the rest. 

Leave the leaves. It’s chic.

• Ashley Hagan Binder is the Founder of  
Hagan Binder Landscape Architects, with Offices 
in Highlands NC & Havana FL.

Ashley Hagan Binder
Hagan Binder Landscape 

Architects

HAND CLEANING • RESTORATION • APPRAISALS

Open for the last 41 years, Shiraz has been offering wholesale prices to the 
public on its entire inventory of genuinely hand-woven oriental rugs. 

Thousands of antique and contemporary pieces from around the world.

Main Street • Oak Square
Highlands, NC 28741

www.shirazruggalleries.com

OTHER SHOWROOMS: TAMPA • NAPLES • SARASOTA ORLANDO

(828) 526-5759

30% off Cleaning & Repairs

SALE! 35%-55% OFFSALE! 35%-55% OFF

someone turned the saturation all the way 
up.

And then we panic. Out come the 
blowers and rakes. Leaves are chased from 
one end of  the property to the other, 

stuffed into bags, blown into 
piles and hauled away — as 
though the trees have spent 
October depositing trash all 
over our gardens.

As a landscape architect, 
I am here to offer a somewhat 
radical alternative: Leave them.

Or at least leave a lot more 
of  them. Better yet, move 
them to where they can actually 
do some good. Leaving leaves 
is not laziness. Done inten-
tionally, it is good horticulture, 
good land stewardship and — 
perhaps most importantly for 
Highlands — good design. It’s chic. The 
best gardens — particularly mountain gar-
dens — often benefit from a little loose-
ness. A scattering of  leaves beneath rho-
dodendrons looks right because it is right. 
Moss growing between stones looks right. 
Ferns emerging through last year’s leaves 
look right. There is luxury in restraint.

Walk through an undisturbed forest 
on the Plateau and look at the ground. You 
will not find exposed brown dirt carefully 
blown clean beneath the rhododendrons. 
You’ll find leaves. Overlapping, settling, 
compressing and slowly decomposing. 
Over time, becoming part of  the dark, rich 
forest soil that supports the next genera-
tion of  plants. The system largely feeds it-
self.

“Leaf  Discretion” is especially im-
portant in Highlands because we do not 
exactly suffer from an excess of  flat land. 
Leaves can be enormously useful on 
wooded slopes and naturalized areas. A 
layer of  leaf  litter softens the impact of  
rainfall, slows surface runoff  and helps 
protect exposed soil from erosion. Bare 
soil is vulnerable soil. Leaves create thou-
sands of  tiny interruptions, catching water, 
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Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742 

AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

Lori Mattice 
850-544-0162

lori.mattice@sothebysrealty.com

494 Country Club Drive, Highlands NC 
MLS# 1004017 | $3,875,000 | 4BR/4.5 BA In Wildcat Cliffs CC. Refined ele-
gance. Located beside the 16th green. Chef’s kitchen w/ cozy breakfast room. 
LR with a stone fireplace. The screened-in back porch with fireplace. Double 
garage + golf cart garage. Conveniently located near the clubhouse -for dinner 
and drinks.
LORI MATTICE (850) 544-0162 & ANDREA GABBARD (828)200-6742

396 Azalea Lane, Highlands
MLS# 1003907| $1,850,000 | 3BR/3BA In Wildcat Cliffs CC. This villa has 
the MILLION dollar view and has been updated from floor to ceiling! Open 
floor plan. Sunsets from your private deck and hear the stream below. Sepa-
rate guest suite/ office with kitchenette and full bathroom. 2 car garage with 
additional space.
LORI MATTICE (850) 544-0162

Under ContractUnder Contract

Under ContractUnder Contract

350 Rockhouse Falls Lane, Sapphire, NC
MLS# 1004394 | $2,600,000 | 3 Br + additional sleeping areas, 3.5 baths. Green-
house + firepit. On the Horsepasture River
Contact Lori Mattice 850-544-0162 & Andrea Gabbard 828-200-6742

177 Forest Trail, Highlands
MLS# 1004297 | $1,995,000 | 3 Br + additional sleeping areas, 3.5 Baths.
2 car garage, 2 large covered decks. Near: Horse paddock, lake, and hiking 
trails.
Contact Andrea Gabbard 828-200-6742



Brian Seifried
770.309.1143 • 404.352.2010

3 Bed 2.5 Bath
$1,369,000 • MLS#1003773

Short-term Rentals Possible

159 Stoney Creek Circle, Highlands, NC

Primary on mainPrimary on main
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•Investing at 4,118 Ft.• Bryson’s Food StoreBryson’s Food Store
Proudly Serving Highlands, North Carolina since 1977Proudly Serving Highlands, North Carolina since 1977

The best meals start here!The best meals start here!

103 Highlands Plaza, Highlands, NC • (828) 526-3775

 Open daily 
7:30a to 7:30p

Wine Tasting 
Thursdays 2-5p

Area’s Best Selection of Fine Wines!

data centers.
One other note. Many people worry 

about the impact of  large data centers 
in rural areas. Another issue is acquir-
ing rights-of-way over farmland to sup-
ply these behemoth structures. The new 
transmission lines carry such heavy elec-
trical loads that they have to be carried on 
poles that are 150 feet tall, well above cur-
rent transmission-line standards. Can you 
see such towering structures running over 
the Blue Ridge Mountains in beautiful 
Western Carolina? I have a problem with 
such an image. It is that progress-versus-
preservation thing I constantly struggle 
with.

...MAYOR from page 2

Balancing Act: How luxury demand is  
reshaping the Highlands market in 2026

Highlands, North 
Carolina, is experi-
encing an energetic 

resurgence in luxury real 
estate activity as we move 
through 2026. 

Tucked away on the sce-
nic southern plateau of  the 
Blue Ridge Mountains, this 
sought-after enclave contin-
ues to draw buyers seeking 
premier mountain estates 
and a tranquil retreat from 
city life.

The most prominent 
story shaping the market is 
a remarkable acceleration in 
high-end purchasing. 

Transactions for seven-figure properties 
reached peak momentum during the third 
quarter, with more closed transactions than 
we’ve seen in the last five years.

Motivated buyers have consistently ab-
sorbed upper-tier listings throughout the 
year, demonstrating robust confidence in the 
area’s lasting value and driving closing figures 
well beyond prior benchmarks.

At the same time, available inventory 
has pulled back noticeably from this same 

time last year. The previous 
surplus of  active listings is 
being steadily absorbed 
by this sustained wave of  
buyer interest. Rather than 
sitting on an oversupplied 
market, the luxury seg-
ment is regaining its bal-
ance, creating a healthier 
equilibrium where well-po-
sitioned properties capture 
attention.

For homeowners 
contemplating a sale, this 
absorption creates an 
advantageous window 
to list. With total inven-

tory trimmed down from last year’s highs, 
standout properties benefit from greater 
visibility among an active pool of  commit-
ted purchasers. 

For prospective buyers, the environ-
ment offers a dynamic selection of  elite 
homes, while a balanced market allows 
buyers time to carefully consider their pur-
chase. 

Whether your goal is a strategic prop-
erty investment or finding your private 
mountain sanctuary, Highlands’ teams of  
Realtors offers seamless guidance backed 
by deep local insight and full-service ex-
pertise, covering mortgage, insurance, title, 
and relocation, our advisors are ready to 
help you navigate the Highlands market. 

• To connect with a local Howard Hanna 
agent, see adjacent ad.

Read Highlands Newspaper, Highlands’ only locally owned newspaper, free from every-
where – on the street or on the web.

Digital version at www.highlandsnewspaper.com
Click on Local News. Delivered and uploaded every Thurs. AM

Sapphire, Lake Glenville, Cashiers, Highlands, Scaly Mountain, Otto and Franklin

Gary Scott, President 
Howard Hanna Allen Tate 
Howard Hanna Virginia

�E llFE 
�!� 

Hours: 9am-5pm 
Mon-Sat 

828-526-5999
wholelifehighlands@icloud.com 
LOCATED AT 680 M 'ITII ST, IIIGlllAMDS NEcm Organic smoothie/juice

bar located 
inside Whole 

a �.&.ID Life Market 
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IN LUXURY
IN THE CAROLINAS

Experience the next level of luxury 
real estate when you partner with us.

number one

Home happens wherever memories are 
made. Since 1957, we’ve been making those 

memories happen across the Carolinas. 

ALLEN TATE REAL ESTATE

HOWARDHANNA.COM

Contact Howard Hanna Allen Tate today.

FAMILY-OWNED 
BROKERAGE IN THE US

IN NORTH AND 
SOUTH CAROLINA

Let us help you create your next chapter.

Cashiers Office | 828.547.0022 

Highlands-Downtown | 828.547.0757 

Murphy Office | 828.644.4002

Sapphire Office | 828.507.3156

Wildcat Cliffs Office | 828.526.4525
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• See Q&A page 11

navigating. As a western NC county, im-
pacted by unique geography and two K-12 
schools, we have never fit neatly into the 
state funding formula. Unfortunately, our 
state doesn’t fully fund education, and we 
need reform in this area. 

We have to continue advocacy for our 
needs as a district on the state level as well 
as continue improving the relationship with 
our local government in order to fill the 
gaps. I have solid relationships with both our 
state representatives and local boards, and as 
I have said many times, my spiritual gift is to 
be the squeaky wheel. I work continuously 
to bring attention to things. I strongly be-
lieve that’s where the power of  a local rep-
resentative is strongest; continuing to bring 
things into focus that need improvement. 
As a local leader, we do not have the ability 
to do much on our own, but when we team 
up, we have the ability to get things done. 

Low test scores and grades indicate Macon 
County Schools students’ educational needs aren’t 
being met. How can this be remedied?

I’m going to answer this in two parts. 
First, the school “grade’=” system many re-
fer to when talking about our schools being 
“failing” is one thing I am concerned about 
because I don’t feel it measures a student’s 
success accurately. The school grades are 
awarded based on a student meeting 80% 
proficiency and 20% growth. A student 
can display immense growth in a year but 
still be “failing” if  they have not met profi-
ciency. And yes, we should always strive for 
proficiency, however, sometimes there are 
things outside of  the measured academics 
that limit achievement of  proficiency and in 
those cases, I would like to see more empha-
sis given to the growth occurring. 

This brings me to the second part of  
my answer. One of  my passions is improv-
ing our schools’ relationship with technol-
ogy. I recognize that technology is a perma-
nent part of  our society, but the speed in 
which we became dependent on it has be-
gun to impact our student academic achieve-
ment in a multitude of  ways. Traditional 
skills such as handwriting, critical thinking, 
and language development, etc. are being 
diminished because technology replaces or 
AI does for us. I have been working on sup-
porting our district in finding ways to bring 
some traditional learning methods back into 
the classroom. I am the “squeaky wheel” 
in this area, continuing to explore ways our 
students’ academic success can be nurtured 
and challenged.

Pre/K has been identified as a significant need 
in Macon County. Highlands built two new class-

rooms and a playground for Pre/K, but the school 
board voted to withdraw funding for the teacher and 
teacher’s aide for the class -- a mere $117,000. How 
do you think the school board should remedy this 
situation?

I would love to be able to offer a sol-
id, specific plan for how to remedy this as 
much as I know the public would love to 
hear it. However, it just isn’t that simple. 
Pre-K programs offer immense benefits to 
our students, with ample research support-
ing this stance. However, NC pre-K is not 
self-sustaining and we have to have supple-
mental help. The way things are structured, 
that help comes from the county. 

With us being in a deficit, we have 
to prioritize. When you phrase it “a mere 
$117,000,” that doesn’t seem like a huge 
amount, and we all definitely have that goal 
of  being able to offer pre-K services in 
Highlands and elsewhere, but it is a recur-
ring operating expense that we have to plan 
for annually. We just don’t have the fund-
ing for it currently. The state doesn’t require 
pre-K services, so we have an obligation 
to meet the mandated services prior to ex-
panding offerings. I assure you, this remains 
on the list, and given the benefits stemming 
from pre-K, this will remain on the list for 
future boards as its value is more than sup-
ported. Our remedy for this situation is to 
continue working to find ways to address 
the deficit so we can work toward expan-
sion of  services. 

How would you address the shortage of  activ-
ity buses in the school system?

Our board actually just used some of  
this year’s capital outlay monies from our lo-
cal board of  commissioners to purchase a 
new activity bus. We have had many discus-
sions looking at plans for gradually dedicat-
ing more capital money to replacing and/or 
updating our aging fleet. Ideally, we would 
develop a rotating plan for purchasing buses 
that set us up for more success in this area, 
not leaving us in a situation where we have 
to turn down opportunities for students 
because of  the worry our buses won’t be 
able to handle the trip. I believe our board 
has made progress in addressing this issue 
in particular and will continue to dedicate 
attention to the matter to ensure progress 
continues. 

Stephanie Laseter
District 2

Do you think the school board needs new blood 
to adequately meet the growing needs of  the system?

If  you are asking if  we should add ad-
ditional members beyond 5, I would answer 
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Fall HAS ARRIVED AT MADISON’S
Come savor the flavors of the season

Crisp evenings call for something memorable. 
Discover our new fall menu featuring seasonal cocktails and wines, 
Chili-Dusted Striploin, and Warm Pear Tarte Tatin, to name a few.

Reserve your table at MadisonsHighlands.com
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•Highlands Dining•

Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p • Sun. 11a to 7p 
Closed Tuesdays

828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
at Highlander Mountain House 

Open for 
LUNCH

Wednesday-Saturday
11:30-3p

Open for
SUNDAY BRUNCH

with Blue Grass music
10a-3p

Open for 
DINNER

Wednesday-Saturday
5:30-9p

highlandermountainhouse.com
290 Main Street • Highlands • 828-526-2590

Now serving wine, 
beer & coffee! 

Open to the public!

Coffee Bar 8a to 4p daily
Wine/Beer Bar:
Thurs-Sat 5-10p

208 N. 5th St. • Village Square • Next to Pine St. Park

Sandwich shop and 
gourmet food market

Open Year-Round
Mon.-Fri.. 11:30a to 3p 

Sat., noon-4

The Secret Garden

Call (828) 305-7509 to place a pick-up order.
Catering and Custom Charcuterie

Courtyard and Indoor seating!Courtyard and Indoor seating!

Tuck into Tasty Mexican Favorites  
& the Best Margaritas in Highlands

Host your next party at Highlands Burrito  
for birthdays, game days & more!
CALL 828-526-9313 TO BOOK

DINE IN OR TAKE IT TO GO 
226 South 4th Street, Highlands, NC

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round
Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Lunch: 11a-3:30p 
Dinner: 

5:30p - closed

Open 7 Days 

531 Smallwood Ave. 828-526-9419 Highlands

Open for our 37th Season

� 

HIGHLANDS 
-BISTRO-

"Formerly Donleon's"

AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES AND CATERING 
Open Tuesday-Saturday 

BREAKFAST 7 AM-10 AM I LUNCH 11 AM-3 PM 
Open Thursday-Saturday DINNER 5PM-8 PM 

828.482.1513 I 462 Dillard Rd, Hii::ihlands, NC 28741 
Open Daily 9a to 5p – CLOSED WED. & SUN.

415 4th Street • 828-500-1827
(next to Howard Hanna RE office)

Shaved Ice
and

• Espresso
• Cappuccino
• Americana

• Hot Chocolate 

Now 
offering

Italian Organic 
Gourmet Coffees!



Highlands Newspaper -Thurs., Oct. 29, 2026 - 828-200-1371 - Page 11

•Dining•

828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com
US 64w • Highlands

43 Years of Fine Dining

OPEN
7

Nights a week
5:30-9p 

•Letter•

• See Q&A page 12

Welcome to yellow and 
black arrow signs North 

Carolina
Dear Editor,

Wonder which politician thought this up. Hun-
dreds of  signs brighter than any attractive view. A few, 
maybe on dangerous curves where people may exceed 
the posted speed — but so many! And nary a sign that 
suggests using the turn-outs if  backing up traffic. 

Maybe we should think long and hard about raising 
taxes if  this is the way public money is wasted. 

Glenda Bell
Highlands, NC

no. If  the question is whether to replace the incumbent (my-
self), I also answer no. I’m really proud of  the amount of  
work accomplished in just four years.

In 2023, Smoky Mountain News highlighted this par-
ticular board for the amount of  work accomplished, under 
extremely tight budgets. Over the course of  my tenure, this 
board has hired a new superintendent, written and received 
the grant for FHS, built the new wing at Highlands, upgrad-
ed the Nantahala septic system, Macon Middle School new 
track and soccer field, paving projects at many schools... all 
while doing the day to day work of  board policy. 
Having this institutional knowledge going into the next term 
will be extremely useful for Macon County as we approach 
a new East Franklin School project.

How efficiently a school system operates depends on funding from 
the county, state and federal governments. Given the state’s wish to cap 
income tax and property taxes – the fund counties and the states liter-
ally use to fund education and other services -- how can the school system 
not only maintain the status quo but grow where needed?

It is going to be extremely detrimental to all public 
schools across NC, if  these amendments pass. We simply 
cannot run two school systems in NC: private and public.
If  we continue to offer public funds for private schools we 
will face a funding crisis beyond what we have now; and 
if  corporate taxes are also reduced (projected to be 0% by 
2030), then NC public education funding will fall to coun-
ties with the only option as sales tax or property taxes. It’s 
maddening. 

It will be a challenge that our counties have not faced 
and I sincerely hope all of  us are working to explain how 
dire this will be for County budgets. I have been talking 
about this at every opportunity. To answer your question-- I 
really don’t know. School boards and Counties will have to 
work very closely to align budgets with needs. 

Low test scores and grades indicate Macon County Schools stu-
dents’ educational needs aren’t being met. How can this be remedied?

I disagree with statement. Do you mean individual test 
scores or school grades?

I am not a fan of  school grades. Yes they are an indica-
tor, but the number of  factors that play a role are compli-
cated and not at all clear when giving a school a grade. I 
much prefer looking at individual student growth over time 
(or year over year). And for high achievers- their growth may 
be small (A honor roll each year), but their course rigor is 
considered. There is so much to this conversation that isn’t 
captured in headlines of  ‘school grades’ or low test scores.
If  you mean individual test scores- are we talking about SAT 
and ACT, or elementary EOGs?

A lot we can unpack on both of  these and are national 
conversations around public education and the issue of  
funding. 

Bottom line: I don’t like the current system of  school 
grades. I’m a big fan of  student growth indicators (year 
over year); I’m not a fan of  using EOGs as any indicator of  
student achievement; and definitely want to see our trades 
courses, certification exams for CTE, ACT/SAT prep as 
important priorities at the high school level. 

Pre/K has been identified as a significant need in Macon County. 
Highlands built two new classrooms and a playground for Pre/K, but 
the school board voted to withdraw funding for the teacher and teacher’s 

...Q&A continued from page 1
aide for the class -- a mere $117,000. How do you think the school 
board should remedy this situation?

This year, we faced a funding shortfall of  $2.6M from 
our local funds and had extremely hard choices to make. 
I’m looking forward to working alongside the County in 
the coming year to accomplish the goals we’ve established.

How would you address the shortage of  activity buses in the 
school system?

A new bus was ordered for Highlands last month. As 
buses age we are able to rotate a few of  the oldest into 
shorter, more local trips so that newer ones are used for 
longer routes.

The bus itself  is only one issue-- with ever rising gas 
costs, we are (as stated in #2) going to face continued bud-
get concerns. We try each year with capital outlay to address 
fleet and facilities as best we can and stay within budget.

Kaleena Messer
District 2

Do you think the school board needs new blood to adequately 
meet the growing needs of  the system?

I wouldn’t necessarily call it “new blood,” but I do be-
lieve fresh perspectives are needed. I value experience and 
the knowledge that comes with it, but I also believe there is 
a lot of  value in having people who are willing to ask ques-
tions, listen, and look at things from a different perspective. 
We need board members who are consistently visiting our 
schools, listening to teachers and staff, understanding the 
challenges they’re facing, and making themselves accessible 
to the citizens they represent. I also believe it’s important 
for board members to understand education law, their re-
sponsibilities as elected officials, and how their decisions 
impact students. You can’t fully understand the needs of  
a school system by simply attending board meetings. You 
have to be willing to walk through the doors, have conversa-
tions, and see firsthand what’s happening in our classrooms. 
At the end of  the day, every decision should come back to 
what’s truly in the best interest of  the education of  Macon 
County’s students. 

How efficiently a school system operates depends on funding from 
the county, state and federal governments. Given the state’s wish to 
cap income tax and property taxes – the fund counties and the states 
literally use to fund education and other services -- how can the school 
system not only maintain the status quo but grow where needed?

I believe financial sustainability starts with respon-
sible planning, transparency, and understanding where our 
money is going. Over the past several months, I’ve spent 
a considerable amount of  time reviewing school budgets, 
funding sources, enrollment trends, and financial reports. 
One of  my concerns is the continued decline in our school 
system’s fund balance. We can’t continue operating reac-
tively, addressing financial challenges only when they be-
come urgent. We need a long-term financial plan that an-
ticipates changes in enrollment, funding, and the needs of  
our schools. 

We also need to make sure we’re taking advantage of  
every available resource, including state and federal fund-
ing, grants, and community partnerships, while understand-
ing how those funds can legally be used. I believe stronger 
communication with our county commissioners and state 
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...Q&A continued from page 11

A luxury boutique brand, local 
market knowledge and 

impeccable service. 

Kinzey Parker Holm 

404-858-1363 •
RealEstateBroker.Kinzey@gmailcom 

Get smoother, more youthful looking skin with our 1540 Laser Skin Resurfacing - 20% Off 
This fractional technology uses microbeams o 
energy to create areas of affected tissue that 
extend through the epidermis into the dermis. 
This triggers the body's natural healing 
process to create new, healthy collagen. 

Call 828-482-4430 or 828-349-1280 to schedule an appointment 

. . 
All Chemical Peels 

20% Off this month! 

rejuven�tewnc@gmail.com 

legislators is equally important, especially 
when it comes to advocating for the unique 
challenges of  educating students in a rural, 
geographically diverse area such as Macon 
County. 

We have aging facilities, transporta-
tion challenges, growing student needs, and 
teachers we need to retain. These aren’t 
things we can afford to address one budget 
year at a time. Maintaining what we have is 
important, but so is planning for what our 
students and schools will need five and ten 
years from now. Every dollar should have a 
purpose, and every financial decision should 
ultimately support the education of  our stu-
dents and the needs of  our district. 

Low test scores and grades indicate Macon 
County Schools students’ educational needs aren’t 
being met. How can this be remedied?

I think this is a question that requires 
looking much deeper than test scores alone. 
Those numbers are important, but we need 
to understand why students are struggling 
and whether the instruction and support 
we’re providing are actually working. 

One thing I would really like to see ex-
amined is our curriculum and how it’s being 
implemented. Are we consistently using the 
curriculum we’ve invested in? Are teachers 
receiving the training and resources they 
need to use it effectively? And most im-
portantly, is it actually helping our students 
learn and grow? 

I’m also concerned about whether 
we’re adequately supporting our exceptional 
children, resource teachers, and English lan-
guage learners. We need to look at the in-
structional pathways students are placed on, 
the services they’re receiving, and whether 
we’re giving them the opportunities and 
support they need to be successful. 

Through my own experiences as a par-
ent and advocate, I probably understand 
the importance of  early and consistent in-
tervention more than most people realize. 
We cannot afford to wait until a child is 
significantly behind before we start address-
ing their needs. That’s where programs like 
MTSS, or Multi-Tiered System of  Supports, 
are so important. It’s a framework designed 
to identify students who are struggling and 
provide different levels of  academic, behav-
ioral, or social-emotional support based on 
their individual needs. But simply having 
those interventions in place isn’t enough. 
We have to consistently monitor progress 
and be willing to change our approach when 
something isn’t working. 

We also have to listen to our teachers. 

What do they need to do their jobs well? 
What challenges are they facing that may 
be affecting student outcomes? I don’t 
believe improving academic performance 
is simply about raising a school grade. It’s 
about making sure our students are actu-
ally learning, making progress, and being 
prepared for whatever comes next. 

Pre/K has been identified as a significant 
need in Macon County. Highlands built two new 
classrooms and a playground for Pre/K, but the 
school board voted to withdraw funding for the 
teacher and teacher’s aide for the class -- a mere 
$117,000. How do you think the school board 
should remedy this situation?

This is something I would really like to 
look into further. I’ve reviewed the county 
commissioners’ budget discussions from 
May, where funding for a Pre-K teacher 
and assistant at Highlands was included in 
the school system’s budget request. Then, 
just a few weeks later, the June 30 school 
board meeting included eliminating that 
funding as a potential budget reduction of  
approximately $117,000. 

I’m not currently on the board, so I 
don’t know all the details behind that de-
cision. I understand enrollment may have 
played a part, but I would want to know 
what those numbers were, what changed, 
and whether other options were consid-
ered. We’ve already invested a significant 
amount of  public money into these class-
rooms, so I think it’s fair to ask what the 
plan was for staffing and operating them in 
the first place. 

I know how important early child-
hood education is and how much of  a 
difference those early years can make for 
a child. I certainly want to see those oppor-
tunities available to our children, but I also 
believe we have to be mindful of  taxpayer 
dollars and make decisions based on the 
full picture. This is absolutely something I 
would make a priority to look into because 
I believe there are still questions that need 
to be answered. 

How would you address the shortage of  ac-
tivity buses in the school system?

I thought Mike Bale did a fantastic 
job addressing this issue at the August 
school board meeting. He brought some 
very concerning information to the board 
about the age, mileage, and overall condi-
tion of  our activity buses, including one in 
Highlands that may need to be taken out 
of  service because of  rust. 

I think we need to take those con-
• See Q&A page 16
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FEATURED COMMUNITY 

CHESTNUT HILL 
HIGHLANDS, NC 

MORE TIME FOR WHAT MATTERS 

Housekeeping Available Lock 

and Leave Convenience No 

Lawn Maintenance 

No Gutter Cleaning 

No Exterior Painting 

No Roof Replacement or Repairs 

Social & Wellness Opportunities 

Catering Available 

BERKSHIRE 
HATHAWAY 
HOMESERVICES 

MEADOWS MOUNTAIN 
REALTY 

0 2026 BHH Atriliate; UC. An independ_entty owned and operated franctiiSee of SHH Miliates, LLC. Be_rkshire Hathaway_ HomeServiees and the �re 
HathaWay H� symbol are regrstered serv,ce marks ofC.olumb1a Insurance Company, a Berk.shire Hathaway aff�iate. Equal Housm� Opportunity. 

CON DOS AVAILABLE 
l Bedroom - $350,000
2 Bedrooms- $465,000 
3 Bedrooms- $750,000 

Chestnut Hill 
OF HIGHLANDS 

Enjoy effortless mountain living! 
Fully updated condos with modern 
finishes throughout. Relax on your 
private patio or deck, take 
advantage of the community & 
clubhouse amenities, including a 
fitness room & game space. 
Garages available! 

For More Information 
Contact Us at 828-526-7777 

�;::;\;:�:/� 
:;�i�i!!�;::j;�;;:!��;� 



Page 14 - Highlands Newspaper -Thurs., Oct. 8. 2026 - 828-200-1371

It’s Leaf-looker time in Highlands!It’s Leaf-looker time in Highlands!

338 Main St.
526-4777

Open 10am Daily 
828-482-1920 
221 N. 4th St.

(Across from Town Hall)

Stylish hats 
at affordable prices! 

Visit The Highlands Hatter 
To get your Hattitude 

adjusted!

BIGBIG
FALLFALL
SALESALE

(Shoes & Clothing)

470 Dillard Road 
Highlands • 828-716-9651

OPEN: 
Tues. - Fri.: 11a to 3p
Saturday: 11a to 1p

--- --
OBAGI HVORAULUl[ 

•to CA\ !iAt-.Nt•• ... ...,_1_..,. 

DR.ANITA 
PIA Cream· 

,_11w,.i,1c......-, 

WESTMAN ATELIER 
The 

Corrc\po ndcnl 
\ Ill<, I, I \ , \ \', 

Fine goods for your family and home. 
Books • Chocolates • Coffee • Guy Gifts • Home • Skincare 

322 Main Street, Highlands • 828-482-0818 
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It’s Leaf-looker time in Highlands!It’s Leaf-looker time in Highlands!

(828) 526-5226 
450 Main St.

Highlands

• Cookware 
• Bakeware 
• Cutlery 
• Gadgets 
• Tabletop 
• Stemware 

• Small Appliances

Gourmet Kitchenware

•	 • Tinctures and oils
•	Hemp products

•	Jewelry/accessories
•	Felt decor

•	Dreamcatchers
•	Local art
•	Candles

(828)421-3546 
361 Main St • Highlands

(Next to Annawear)

JOHNNY WAS

A Highlands tradition since 1940 
Our 86th season on Main Street

Mon.-Sat.10a-5p • Sunday 12-5p
828-526-3160

355 Main Street
(in The Galax Theatre

526-4660

New New 

FALL Arr ivals FALL Arr ivals 

142 Hwy 107 Cashiers, NC • 828-743-8030
Open Year Round Mon-Sat 10-5

Modern MTN Life
Books • Gifts • Her • Home

Free People • THML • 
Mother Denim • Michael 
Stars • Vintage Havana

Jeans By:
Joes •AG • Hudson •Mother

Shoes By:
• Gola Sneakers 
• Diba 
• Blowfish 
• Matisse
and
MUCH, MUCH
MORE!

• Greeting Cards

Highlands’ 
greatest sweater 

collection!
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• See Q&A page 20 

... Q&A continued from page 12
•HS Athletics Recap•

Brett Lamb
HS Athletic Director

Highlanders battle heat, secure soccer 
win, and prep for hoops action

CROSS COUNTRY
Kituwah Mound — 

Runner Francisco Gooch 
braved grueling conditions 
at the SMC Cross Country 
Championship, competing 
under a scorching race-time 
temperature of  83 degrees. 
Battling through the oppres-
sive heat, Gooch completed 
the course with a time of  
24:07, securing a 42nd-place 
finish in a competitive field.
VARSITY BOYS SOC-
CER
Highlands 1, Madison 1 

Highlands wrapped up its non-
conference schedule in dramatic fash-
ion against 3A opponent Madison High 
School. Madison held a tight 1-0 lead 
for the majority of  the match, keeping 
the Highlanders on their heels. With 
time ticking away and just 1:30 remain-
ing on the clock, Michael Munoz found 
the back of  the net to notch the crucial 
equalizer. Highlands pressed hard and 
created several scoring opportunities in 
the final seconds, but ultimately settled 
for a 1-1 draw.
Highlands 3, Swain 0

The Highlanders kept 
their momentum rolling on 
Monday, traveling to Swain 
for a commanding shutout 
performance. Highlands 
took control early, storming 
out to a 3-0 lead by halftime 
behind goals from Rowen 
Cranes, Jensen Bowers, and 
Todd Vilardo. Camden Wes-
tendorf  and Elmer Hernan-
dez provided the setup work 
with an assist apiece.

With the match well in 
hand, Highlands utilized the 
second half  to rotate players 

into new offensive positions and build 
depth. The defense held firm to preserve 
the 3-0 victory.

The varsity squad returned home on 
Wednesday to face off  against Summit 
Charter. More on that next week.
MIDDLE SCHOOL BASKETBALL

The Middle School Basketball team 
is gearing up for its upcoming season. 
The team will travel to Rosman on 
Wednesday for a pre-season scrimmage 
to fine-tune its play before official com-
petition begins.

HS Senior Soccer Players: From left: Jack Sumner, Stephen Pierson, Blaine Dendy, Chase 
Kenter, Francisco Gooch, Pierre Damian, Aiden Dendy, and Elmer Hernandez

Bronze sculpture • Paintings 
Vintage & Antique Collectables & 

Furniture • Costume Jewelry

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

cerns seriously. Some of  these buses are 
more than 20 years old, and with new activ-
ity buses costing approximately $169,000, 
we can’t afford to wait until one breaks 
down before figuring out how we’re going 
to replace it. We also have to think about 
the safety of  our students, especially those 
traveling long distances for athletics, field 
trips, and other school activities. 

This goes right back to something 
I’ve talked about throughout my campaign. 
We have to stop being so reactive and start 
planning ahead. I would like to see us work 
closely with our transportation department, 
look at the condition and expected lifespan 
of  our current fleet, and develop a realistic 
replacement schedule that we can plan and 
budget for over time. I also believe we need 
to look at potential funding opportunities 
and work with our county commissioners 
to address these needs. Our students de-
serve safe, reliable transportation regardless 
of  which school they attend, and I don’t 
think we should wait until we’re facing an 
emergency to make it a priority. 

Robert Perkins 
District 4

Do you think the school board needs new 
blood to adequately meet the growing needs of  the 
system?

I am not running because I think the 
Board needs new blood. In fact, I have been 
watching the Board since February, and 
they have been doing the best they can with 

what they have. I am running because I feel 
there should be an educator on the Board. 
I taught grades 7-12 for seven years, and I 
have taught people to be teachers for the last 
37 years. Some of  my former students are 
teachers in Macon County. I am running to 
support them and their students.

How efficiently a school system operates depends 
on funding from the county, state, and federal govern-
ments. Given the state’s wish to cap income tax and 
property taxes – the funds counties and the state liter-
ally use to fund education and other services -- how 
can the school system not only maintain the status quo 
but grow where needed?

If  these constitutional amendments 
pass, public education will likely suffer. Caps 
on the taxes that support education can only 
harm Macon County Schools. These two 
amendments will limit the capacity of  the 
state and county to provide for public edu-
cation.

The current board relies on federal, 
state, and county money to filter down to 
their budget. At the state level, that has been 
inadequate. $840,000 of  Macon County pub-
lic education money went to private schools 
in the form of  Opportunity Scholarships 
(vouchers) in 2025. Some of  that money 
actually went to Georgia. Our current leg-
islators have actually voted to increase that 
amount.

Additionally, there is currently a state-
wide cap on the percentage of  the school dis-
trict population of  students with disabilities. 
The cap is 12% of  the population. Macon 
County’s percentage of  students with dis-
abilities is currently over 16%. Because there 
is a mandate for school districts to provide 
services to students with disabilities, Macon 
County has to fund teachers that should be 
funded by the state. Because private schools 
do not have to meet the same standards as 
public schools, they also do not need to en-
roll students with disabilities, which aggra-
vates the percentage of  students with dis-
abilities in Macon County.

Low test scores and grades indicate Macon 
County Schools students’ educational needs aren’t be-
ing met. How can this be remedied?

Adequately funding the schools is prob-
ably the most important step. Current federal 
and state financial support has decreased re-
cently, with an expectation that local school 
districts will pick up the slack.

Part of  this issue at the state level can be 
attributed to vouchers. Private schools do not 
have to take low-performing students, but 
public schools do. Since school performance 
is based on averages, private schools taking 
only the brightest students could influence 
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EARLY VOTING OCT 15 - OCT 31 • ELECTION DAY NOV 3

For a better

FUTURE
�������������������������������������
20

Support Public Education
» Fully fund our schools
» Focus on our children’s needs
» Expand technical & professional training

Affordable Healthcare
» Increase access to primary care
» Recruit more healthcare workers
» Lower health insurance costs

Dedicated husband, father, high school teacher, coach and 
2nd lieutenant in the NC Army National Guard committed to 

serve Macon, Clay, Cherokee and Graham counties.

CalebBrownForNC120

Visit us at:

Reduce Cost of Living
» Electricity - stop data centers
» Reduce insurance costs
» A�ordable housing incentives

Learn more:
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•Biz/Org News•

Pictured from left are: Bonnie Potts (LLC), Steve Ham (HMF), Cindy Trevthan (REACH), Craig 
Nixon (HMF), Mary Adair (REACH), Betsy Gehring (CCC), Mark Chmar (HMF), Faviola Olvera 
(CCC), and Ricky Siegel (HMF).

Highlands Motoring Festival proceeds go 
to three area nonprofits

The 2026 Highlands Motoring Fes-
tival® was very successful by every mea-
sure including financial support to local 
human needs charities. 

To commemorate this accomplish-
ment, there was a presentation of  the 
funds to the three human needs chari-
ties. Representatives for the Literacy and 
Learning Center of  Highlands, REACH 
of  Macon County, and the Community 
Care Clinic of  Highlands and Cashiers 
along with HMF volunteers and Town of-
ficials were on hand for the official check 
presentation.

The festival’s net proceeds of  
$105,000 have been distributed equally 
between the three charity organizations. 
Highlands Motoring Festival® is a 501(c)
(3) non-profit and is an all-volunteer team 
of  classic car enthusiasts. Over the years 
this team has donated over $865,000 to 
local charities.

The eighteenth annual Highlands 
Motoring Festival® was held on June 11-
14, 2026. Amazing collector cars could 
be seen on town streets during the four-
day festival which consisted of  two days 
of  driving tours, an evening gathering, a 
Main Street of  Classics parade, and two 

car shows.
The centerpiece of  the motoring fes-

tival was Saturday’s “Classics in the Park” 
juried car show that attracted thousands 
of  people to experience eighty-five classic 
cars. The motoring festival has grown sig-
nificantly in stature over the years, by rais-
ing the quality level of  the cars by going 
to an invitational entry process. Increas-
ing the number of  show cars is not fea-
sible due to the limited capacity of  Kelsey 
Hutchinson Park.

Over fifty volunteers joined the 
fifteen-member planning committee to 
stage the events. The Highlands Motoring 
Festival® Committee would like to thank 
the entire Highlands community, includ-
ing citizens, volunteers, businesses, orga-
nizations, and Town officials and staff, 
without whom none of  this would have 
been possible.

The twentieth annual Highlands Mo-
toring Festival® will be on June 10-13, 
2027. Along with other classic cars, the 
featured theme for 2027 will be the cars 
of  Auburn, Cord, and Deisenberg. Reg-
istration opens in early January 2027 at: 
www.HighlandsMotoringFestival.com
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Thank You So Much to Our 
Sponsors & Donors

We’re truly grateful to 
First Presbyterian Church of 

Highlands for always 
welcoming us so warmly and 

generously hosting us.

Bowls
All Empty Bowls were made at The 
Bascom by the Dave Drake Studio 
Barn Open Studio 
Members, led by Frank Vickery

Soups Provided by:
Town Hall Highlands 
Restaurant
Chef Roberto De Jong
Los Vaqueros Highlands 
Mexican Restaurant
Highlands Bistro
The Ruffed Grouse  
Tavern
Restaurant Klapdohr
The Library Kitchen & 
Bar in Cashiers
The Kitchen Carry Away 
& Catering

Desserts Provided by:
Bryson’s Food Store
US Foods
 
In-Kind Donations

Frank Vickery
The Dry Sink
Carol Misner
Unfurl Wellness Spa
Glenn Cove Golf Course 
by Old Edwards
The Bascom
The Silver Eagle Gallery
Jill Montana
Elsa Sibley

Gold Sponsors
Sherron & Andy Berg
Brad & Melissa Beard
Berkshire Hathaway 
HomeServices Meadows
Amy & Cecil Conlee
Catherine Crosby
Michael & Kathleen 
Eckard
Joyce Flemming & 
Carlton King
Courtney Knight Gaines
Leah & Bill Horton
Ann Hill
David & Helen Kesterton
Lutheran Church of the Holy 
Family
Lupoli Construction
Amy Patterson
Missy & Will Reynolds
Kim & Sue Ratliff
Sam & Keller Torrey
Cathy Sloss & Paul Jones

Silver Sponsors
Charles Auster
Country Club Properties
Thomas Davis
Lynn Devault & 
Glo Ghegan 
David Dortch
Dr. Dennis & 
Cheryl Disantis
Bonnie Dayton & 
Gerardo García
Tracy & Trish Foor
Susan Hunt

Bronze Sponsors
ACP Home Interiors
Bryson Grading 
Mary Jo Askew
Debbi & David Bock
Karl Beier
Dean Bordelon

Kendra & Rick Hildbold
Joann King
Price Kloess
Michael Lanzilotta
Carol Misner & Ann 
Huckstep
Glenn Morris & 
Margaret Tooke
Ray & Diane McPhail
John Mitchener & 
Heath Massey
Harry & Paula McDonald
Nancy & Lyle Nichols
Joel O’Neal
Our Lady of the Mountains 
Catholic Church
John & Marilyn O’Neal
Terri Pendergrast
Jan & Carl Pittman
Lou & Delores 
Rosenbrock
Kimbra Severini
Catherine Seay
Erik Selness & 
Brianna Legate
TJ Bailey’s
Charley & Susan Tarver
Bob & Sandie Trevathan 
Jane Webb

Kilwins of Highlands
Andrew Chmar
Ruthie & Berry Edwards
Rachel Fraser
Cathy & Gary Garren
Elizabeth Hunter
Virginia Ann & 
Cal Holman
Jane Jerry
Lee & Michael Lombardi
David Moore & 
Darren Whatley 
Becky & David Matheny
Paul McLarty
Melanie & Tom Mauldin
Carolyn Miffleton
Ellen Nolan
Alice & Kent Nelson
Old Edwards Inn
Palacios Stone Masonry
Renovations by 
Antonio Hernandez & 
Wendy Salgado Mountain 
View Painting
Victoria Stephens
Ann Sullivan
Rusty & Carol Stewart
TLD Home Builders – 
Tony Davis
Cathy Temple
Tate Landscaping
Whole Life Market
Kathy Ward
Wit’s End
Zoellner Landscaping

*Donors as of Sept. 23, 2026
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• See Q&A page 25

Macon County Schools’ performance. The 
NC legislature has increased the number of  
vouchers recently.

Additionally, funding is influencing the 
situation in other ways. Teachers are find-
ing they can make more money in Jackson 
County, or in South Carolina and Georgia. 

North Carolina is near the bottom of  
funding nationally, and Macon County is 
near the bottom in North Carolina. Under 
the current budget, which was to continue 
service at the same level as last year, Macon 
County is $2.67 million short. The Board 
is now having to determine where to make 
cuts to meet this deficit.

Universal Pre-K is another step. The 
earlier we can educate students, the more 
successful they can be. We need to have the 
state mandate and financially provide for 
Pre-K.

Lastly, I would like to make sure teacher 
input regarding curriculum and what they 
need is heard by administration and the 
board. I am very familiar with the training 
teachers receive, and they are up for the job. 
We need to respect what teachers are doing 
with what they have, and make sure they are 
getting everything they need. Unfortunately, 
respect for teachers has diminished because 
they are having to shoulder burdens beyond 
what they should. Some of  the negative 
things on social media (ie., schools are per-
forming transition surgery, etc.) just keep 
aggravating things for no reason. In other 
countries, teachers are honored; we should 
do the same.

Pre/K has been identified as a significant need 
in Macon County. Highlands built two new class-
rooms and a playground for Pre/K, but the school 
board voted to withdraw funding for the teacher and 
teacher’s aide for the class -- a mere $117,000. How 
do you think the school board should remedy this 
situation?

I think universal pre-K is an important 
initiative. Research shows that the earlier 
students receive services, the better. How-
ever, pre-K is not mandated by the state, 
and Macon County would be required to 
foot the bill. The Board of  Education and 
the superintendent are having to make hard 
decisions because of  the $2.67 million defi-
cit. I have not been a party to the budgeting 
process to address the deficit, so I am not 
able to come up with a solution. Trying to 
come up with $117,000 at this time may not 
be feasible. 

How would you address the shortage of  activ-
ity buses in the school system?

Again, this is an issue that is becoming 
key with the current deficit. I have attended 

board meetings where the activity buses 
have been discussed. They are aging and 
require money to keep them running and 
replace them as needed. Until more fund-
ing comes to the school district, this may 
be a continuing problem.

Gary Shields
District 2

Do you think the school board needs new 
blood to adequately meet the growing needs of  the 
system?

I feel my experience of  37 years in 
education and 29 of  those years in the Ma-
con County School system with 21 years as 
the Principal of  Franklin High School, al-
lows me to have historic knowledge. With 
this experience, I retired in 2010 and chose 
to run for the BOE and won a 4-year term 
that ended in 2014. In 2014, I chose to be-
come a Macon County Commissioner and 
in November, I will be completing my 12th 
year as a Macon County Commissioner and 
have been the liaison to the Macon County 
Board of  Education for these 12 years. 

I feel that my liaison experience for 
the past 12 years will allow me to have a 
shorter learning curve and due to AI and a 
new high school and other capital and cur-
rent expenses needs, this NEW BLOOD 
will allow the BOE needs to move quicker 
and leaving the Macon Commissioner 
Board will allow me to have historic knowl-
edge to problem solving.

Given the state’s wish to cap income tax and 
property taxes – the fund counties and the states 
literally use to fund education and other services -- 
how can the school system not only maintain the 
status quo but grow where needed?

How efficiently a school system oper-
ates depends on funding from the county, 
state and federal government. 

 No truer words have been spoken 
about the three funding sources. These 
three funding sources are critical to our 
schools. We all know if  a funding source(s) 
become nonexistent, we have to depend on 
grants and or our local sales and property 
taxes. It is essential that the county govern-
ment board and local school board work 
and prioritize together.

Low test scores and grades indicate Macon 
County Schools students’ educational needs aren’t 
being met. How can this be remedied?

The BOE has the responsibility to be-
come knowledgeable about student prog-
ress and seek the RHYME AND REA-
SON for this deficiency and seek answers 
via home and school needs. I am a firm 
believer that our nonprofits are not being 

...Q&A continued from page 16
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•Biz/Org News•

From left: Rebecca Horowitz, Madison Owenby, Johanna Fein, Tina Rogers, Mayor Patrick Taylor 
and Amy Ramey.

The staff  of  the Highlands Chamber 
of  Commerce was honored to celebrate 
its 95th anniversary on October 21, 2026, 
alongside Mayor Patrick Taylor, who pre-
sented an official proclamation recognizing 
Support Your Local Chamber of  Com-
merce Day.

Since 1931, the Chamber has proudly 
supported local businesses, strengthened 

community connections, and helped make 
Highlands a wonderful place to live, work, 
and visit. We sincerely thank Mayor Tay-
lor for recognizing the important role the 
Chamber plays in our community and are 
grateful for 95 years of  support. We look 
forward to continuing this work for many 
years to come.

95 years old and growing

Rotary District Governor Karolyn W. Killian recently awarded Highlands Rotarian 
Robert E. Smith a Roger Ackerman Circle Pin for his recurring donations to the 
CART Fund (Coins for Alzheimer’s Research Trust). The Circle is named in honor 
of  Roger Ackerman, the driving force behind the creation of  Rotary’s CART Fund 
in 1995.	

From left: Rotarian Robert E. Smith, Rotary District Governor Karolyn W. Killian and Josh 
Bryson, Rotary Club of Highlands President, Josh Bryson.

As a fifth generation Maconion, small business owner and 
farmer, I understand the unique needs of our district. 
I am proud to be from Western North Carolina and it has 
been my honor to represent you in the North Carolina House. 

We have delivered record funding for new schools, fire and EMS, 
water and sewer, community colleges, record raises for teachers, 
law enforcement and state employes. And all while lowering 
your personal income tax rate to 3.99%. 

I am running again to represent NC House District 120, which 
includes Cherokee, Clay, Graham, and Macon Counties. 

My priorities are serving this district by providing responsive 
constituent services, honest representation, and upholding 
our mountain values. 

I humbly ask for your consideration and your vote. 

Thank you, 



Spiritually Speaking 

Sr. Pastor 
Gary Hewins
Community Bible Church
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 • Places to Worship •

BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor 706-782-3965
Sundays: School:10 a.m. , Worship:11 

Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7p 
5th Sunday Singing featuring Georgia Mountain Trio;

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Senior Pastor: Rev. Amy Spivey

Assoc. Pastor: Rev. Wonyeong Lee828-743-5298
Sundays: School at 9:30; Worship & Kids Worship 10:30

 GRACE CHAPEL ON HIGH HOLLY
9615 Dillard Rd Scaly Mountain, N C.

Pastor Steve Kerhoulas. http://www.Graceonhighholly.com
Sunday School 9:45; Worship 11; Prayer Service Wed 5:30p 

Men’s and Women’s Bible Study throughout the week 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

The Rev’d Dr. Marc Robertson & Rev. Nick McGee
464 U.S. Hwy. 64E, Cashiers, NC 

CAC@christanglicancashiers.org • 828-743-1701
Sunday: Adult Christian Ed, 9:15a; Holy Eucharist, 10:30a; 

Fellowship 11:45a; Wed: Bible Study/Contemplative Prayer, 5p
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY. CASHIERS

743-5470 • www.cashiers.church
Sun. 10:45a; Wed Study5:15p supper and childcare.

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH
283 Spring Street - Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m. 

CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH

www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC • Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  

Sun: Service 10:45am, Children’s 10:30am
Wed.: Youth 5:30-7pm; Women’s Bible Study: Mon. 4:30pm, Tues. 

10am; Men’s Bible Study: Wed. & Thurs. 7am @ Zookeeper
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. W. Bentley Manning, Rector • 526-2968
5th and Main streets • www.incarnationwnc.org

Sunday: Rite I, spoken, 8 am in Chapel, Rite II with Choir 10:30 
am in Sanctuary, Wed: Healing Eucharist 12 pm in Chapel, 

Morning Prayer: Mon-Thurs 8:30 am in Chapel
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS

828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor • 220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Women’s 10:30 am
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Rev. Emily Wilmarth, pastor, Rev. Kelley Connelly Asso. Pastor
828-526-3175 • fpchighlands.org

Sun.: Adult Ed.: 10a; Worship 11a.; Tues: Men’s Group 10a;
 Wed: Bell Choir 4p. Chancel Choir:5:30p
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH

(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 
Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am

GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship

242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville. NC • 743-2729 • Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a. Worship 11a & 7p. Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson • 11339 Buck Creek Road
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily 

sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a. & 6p. Wednesday Worship is 6p
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

 Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376
In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services

 909a Bluegrass and 11a Traditional
 www.highlandsmethodist.org

HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA
2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741

Rev. Ken Langsdrof
Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.

Visit our website: Holy Family Lutheran Highlands NC
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH

8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11. Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.

MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
Franklin • 828-634-1312 • mountainsynagoguewnc.com.

Rabbi led service 3rd Saturday AM, Rosh Hashanah & Yom 
Kippur. 

MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 
743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 

Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church. 4224 Big Ridge 
(4.5 miles from NC 107) 

Weds: Youth Group 6 p.m.; Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; 
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  

CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone – 526-2418
Sat. 4pm thru Oct 24.; Sun. - 11am 

SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby

Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Richard Salmonson

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
ST. JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

Mass: Sun. 9a (English); Mon. 9:30a (Vatican II in Latin); Tues. 
7p (Spanish); Wed.,9:30a (English)

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: • 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood

Sunday Service (summer): 9am & 11am
Visit our website: www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com 
Bazaar Barn outreach is open Fri & Sat. 11am-3pm

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 
85 Sierra Drive. Franklin • uufranklin.org  

Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers • 828-743-2122
Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am• See SPIRITUALLY page 25

Seasonal 
metaphors in a 
‘seasonal town’

In the early ‘90s, there was a popular television show that 
took place in rural Alaska. “Northern Exposure” ran 
for just over five years. The show opened with a moose 

walking down Main Street. In one episode, the townspeople 
gathered in early November to make projections for the up-
coming winter. Each resident was boldly announcing their 
goal for the number of  pounds they felt like they needed 
to gain as chilling breezes were quickly ushering in frigid 
winds. Warmth is at times more important than vanity.

While we in Highlands have no moose, we do have an 
occasional bear on Main Street. While we are no arctic tun-
dra, we certainly do experience seasonal shifts. Perhaps you, 
too, put on a few pounds each winter? I’ll confess to that 
for sure. We are deemed by many to be a seasonal town that 
swells in some seasons with seasonal visitors living in sea-
sonal homes. These seasonal neighbors and friends seem-
ingly evaporate about this time of  year only to return to 
their less seasonal other lives. We on the other hand, remain. 
We tend to down shift, resting more, enjoying cozy fires and 
the acorns we gathered for many months previous. We after 
all are Highlanders. 

Seasons matter. Seasons change. Seasons test us and 
seasons make life so very interesting. What season of  life 
are you in? Are you storing up or winding down? Are you in 
a season of  preparation or a season of  execution? 

In the fall of  1965, the Birds released their highly pop-
ular single titled Turn! Turn! Turn! (To Everything There is 
a Season). Whether you rely on the wisdom of  Solomon in 
the third chapter of  Ecclesiastes or turn to the Birds for life 
advice is no matter, each work of  art in this case originated 
with our Creator who longs to weather each season with us. 

There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity 
under the heavens… 

…a time to be born and a time to die…May you know your 
maker and the tender care in which he formed you. May you 
live a life worth dying for. 

…a time to plant and a time to uproot… May you be root-
ed in a faith in Christ that helps you endure the seasonal 
storms of  life.

…a time to kill and a time to heal…May you willingly die 
to self  as you remain an agent of  healing in those who come 
your way.

…a time to tear down and a time to build…When your 
thoughts and attitudes need renovation, may the Lord help 
you remodel the inner motivations of  your heart.

…a time to weep and a time to laugh…May you become 
good at mourning, for it is the blessedness of  mourning 
that ushers in comfort. May the Lord laugh along with you, 
may you giggle more than fret.

…a time to scatter stones and a time to gather them… May 
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Highlands Police entries 
from Oct. 9. Only the names of 
persons arrested, issued a sum-
mons/citation, issued a Class-3 
misdemeanor or those of pub-
lic officials have been used. 

• Over the week, officers issued 
5 Citations and 27 Warning Tickets.

Oct. 19
• At 11:05 p.m., Bailey Spring 

Schmitt, 24, of Clayton, GA, was ar-
rested for DUI in Highlands Plaza. 
She was issued at $600 secured 
bond. Her trial date is Nov. 5.

Oct. 21
• At 5 p.m., officers were noti-

fied about a lost necklace valued at 
$24,000 that was left in a room at 
Old Edwards Inn.

Oct. 23
• At 4:19 p.m., officers respond-

ed to a call of a suspicious person in 
Subway in Highlands Plaza.

• At 9:30 p.m., Karis Lael Ste-
phenson, 26 of Old Fort, NC, was ar-
rested for DUI, Driving left of center 
while impaired and resisting arrest 
when pulled over on Memorial Park 
Drive and US 64 east. She was issued 
a $1,400 secured bond. Her trial date 
is Nov. 19.

The Highlands Fire & Res-
cue log from Oct. 20

Oct. 20
• At 9:17 a.m., the dept. respond-

ed to a fire alarm at the hospital.
• At 6:30 p.m., the dept. was 

first-responders to a residence on 
Lucerne Drive.

• At 11: 15 p.m., the dept. was 
first-responders to a residence on 
Holly Tree Lane.

Oct. 21
• At 1:08 p.m., the dept. was 

first-responders to a residence on 

•Police & Fire Reports•

...VOTING continued from page 1

Highlands • Cashiers • Atlanta
828.200.3050 

bobhenritze@gmail.com • www.firewoodcompany.us

!!! FIRE SALE !!! 
CALL FOR DETAILS

THE 
FIREWOOD COMPANY

Monica

Hair Cuts, 
Color & Styles 

for 
Men & 
Women

Balayage • Eyebrow Tints & Facial Waxing
Premium Hair Extensions

Bridal Services

322 Main Street • Highlands, NC
828-482-1112

Walk-ins 

Welcome!

• Beard 
Sculpting 
& Trims
• Luxury 
Shaves

• Men’s Cuts

Cobb Road.
• At 4:16 p.m., the dept. was 

first-responders to a residence on 
Billy Cabin road.

• At 7:56 p.m., the dept. was 
first-responders to a location on N. 
4th Street.

Oct. 22
• At 8:19 p.m., the dept. provided 

mutual aid to the Cashiers FD.
• At 8:28 p.m., the dept. was 

first-responders to a residence on 
Clearview Lane.

Oct. 24
• At 1:53 p.m., the dept. respond-

ed to a fire alarm at Skyline Lodge.
• At 7:41 p.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a fire alarm at a location 
on Cullasaja Club Drive.

At 7:56 p.m., the dept. respond-
ed to a fire alarm at Skyline Lodge.

• At 8: 58 p.m., the dept. was 
first-responders to a residence on 
Dendy Orchard Road.

• At 9:53 p.m., the dept. was 
first-responders to a location on Sky-
line Lodge Road.

Oct. 25
• At 7:49 a.m., the dept. was 

first-responders to a residence on 
Cheney Lane.

• At 6:31 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a call of a chimney fire at 
a residence on Falls Drive West.

Oct. 26
• At 3:49 p.m., the dept. was 

first-responders to a residence on 
Falls Drive West.

• At 8:20 p.m., the dept. was 
first-responders to a location on Sky-
line Lodge Road.

• At 9:33 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a residence 
on Woodland Ridge Drive.

Almost the Bride of Dracula & Mid-Life Dracula
both by Dennis Snee ~ directed by Randy Lucas

October 15 - 18 & 22 - 25

Three easy ways to get your tickets: 
PAC Box Office - 828.526.9047
HighlandsCashiersPlayers.com
Scan QR code 

Free Holiday
Show

WAR OF THEWAR OF THEWAR OF THE
WORLDSWORLDSWORLDS

WAR OF THE
WORLDS

Orson Welles’

The 1938 Radio Script

Directed by Randy Lucas

October 30, 2026
7 pm

Stay for Halloween
cookies &  punch
after the show!

Both shows are in the Martin Lipscomb Theater 
at the Highlands Perfroming Arts Center

507 Chestnut Street

the 2022 midterm election.
As of  Tuesday night, when 

the early voting polls closed at 7 
p.m., a total of  1,005 ballots had 
been cast at the Highlands one-
stop voting and 6,708 ballots cast 
at the Board of  Election (Frank-
lin community building) one-stop 
site – a total of  7,713.

Comparing votes cast at the 
early voting sites Tuesday night, a 
week before Election Day in the 
2022 midterm election, a total of  
6,148 ballots were cast at both 
sites.

Totals do not include absen-
tee ballots that won’t be calculat-
ed until Election Day. 

Voters have three more days 
to take advantage of  early voting 
Thursday, October 29th and Fri-
day, October 30th from 8 a.m. to 
7:30 p.m. and Saturday, October 
31st from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. Early 
voting will end on Saturday, Oc-
tober 31st at 3 p.m.

After Saturday, voters who 
have not voted at the early voting 
polls, will cast their vote on elec-
tion day at their assigned precinct.

On Tuesday, November 3rd, 
the early voting one-stop sites will 
become the Highlands Precinct 
and the Franklin community 
building will become the Union 
Precinct. 

Election Day is Tuesday, Nov. 
3 from 6:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. Elec-
tion Day is always held on the first 
Tuesday of  November after the 
first Monday in November.  

Absentee ballots must be re-
turned by 7:30 p.m. on Election 
Day. 

If  you are unsure of  your 
polling place, call the Macon 
County Board of  Elections at 
(828) 349-2034.

The county canvass, the of-
ficial certification of  the county 
election results, will be held on 
Friday, November 13th at 11 a.m.
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• Same-day service for most maintenance 
and routine repairs.

• Top-tier diagnostic & programming tools 
– just like the dealer.

•  New tire, alignment & balancing  
equipment for precision and speed.

• Same experienced technicians.

We’re proud to be a family-owned company with 43 years in the 
business, and even prouder to now serve the Highlands community.

~ Bob Saladna, Owner

Here’s what Here’s what 
Highlands Automotive Highlands Automotive 

is all about!is all about!

We service ALL domestic and foreign vehicles. 
Also serving customers in:

Atlanta, GA | Dallas, TX | Houston, TX
Come see the difference.

828-787-2360
2851 Cashiers Road, Highlands

► 828-526-9325 ◄
Generators aren't just a "thing" we do, 

generators are all we do! 

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

2460 Cashiers Road • Highlands 828-526-2395
highlandslawnandgarden.com

Kiln dried 
FIREWOODFIREWOOD
Delivery or pickup

356B MAIN STREET 
ESTATE JEWEL.ERS OF 
HIGHL.ANDS 
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Email_: ejofhighlands@gmail.com P-

#1 Family-Owned in the U.S.

Luxury Home Specialist
Licensed in NC & GA

Al Stoneham
Realtor-Broker

Cell: 828.332.9767
al.stoneham@howardhannatate.com

ALLEN TATE REAL ESTATE
LISA THOMPSON

DOG SITTING

• daily drop-in visits
• overnight & extended 

stays
• dog walking

 828.424.4637

(
COUNSELING
CENTER
OF HIGHLANDS

Offices in Cashiers and Highlands

864-481-0598
info@counseling-center.org I counseling-center.org

828-482-7417828-482-7417

Come join us 
each Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

• Small group environment
• Casual

• Breakfast included
• LIVE stream ANDY STANLEY 

(NPCC)

For more information and location
Call Bee at 404-307-1415

 HIGHLANDS 
CHURCH

Elevated Home Maintenance & Repairs, LLC
A Step Above the Rest

Carpentry • Tile Work • Drywall • Remodels
Painting • Flooring • General Labor • Realtor Punchlists

(828) 371-9071
ElevatedHomeMaintenance.com

PIANO TUNING
Professional Service Since 1985

Bob McCollum
828-507-5760

Bobboh1@yahoo.com
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•Classifieds•
HELP WANTED
Lupoli Construction is looking for a 

quality candidate to fill our Office Man-
ager/Executive Assistant position. Outgo-
ing personality, extreme professionalism, 
and polished written and verbal skills are 
required, knowledge of the construction 
industry is a plus. Must be highly orga-
nized and proactive, able to manage mul-
tiple ongoing tasks. Compensation based 
on experience and skill level. Year-round 
position. E-mail regina@lupoliinc.com (st. 
10/29)

FOR SALE 
COTTAGE ON LAKE BURTON 

$129,500 - North Georgia Mountains. 
1br/1ba. 1 year old with modern design, 
all appliances and furniture. Beautiful 
gated community.  www.sugarmillcreek.
com Tel: 912-222-2448 

NEW MIELE SS 30” WARM-
ING DR., New Allen & Roth gas log set, 
New 49” ceramic double sink top, Used 
Gaggenau 24” wall oven & steam oven, 
EGO line trimmer, New Cutter-Hammer 
400amp. circuit breaker, and two 200amp. 
Main breaker, Antler chandelier, new mov-
ing pads. new Kenmore 3-burner gas grill 
305-401-0568. (10/8)

...Q&A continued from page 20

17FT ALUMINUM LAKE CA-
NOE, excellent condition with paddles 
$600. 828-421-0124 (st. 7/9) 

1.06 AC LOT ON 8900 Buck 
Creek Rd. $79,900. 828-421-0124 (st. 7/9)

FOR RENT
2BD/2BATH SINGLE WIDE 

$1,100 per month internet included. First 
and last security. Mark 828-200-0765. (st. 
5/29)

SERVICES 
CREATURE COMFORTS – In-

House Pet or People sitting. Call Peg Ellis. 
Retired RN. References available. 828-200-
1028. (st. 11/20)

PLATEAU PAINTERS – Interior 
and exterior painting, pressure washing, 
decks, and sanding and staining wood 
floors. Division of Chatlos Construction. 
Fully insured. Free estimates. Call Mike at 
828-200-4071. (6/25)

H I G H L A N D S - C A S H I E R S 
HANDYMAN – Chatlos Construction 
– Remodels, Additions, Framing, Siding, 
Roofing, Decks, Painting. References. In-
sured. 828-200-4071. (6/25)

JUNK REMOVAL – We take any-
thing. Call 828-200-0492 

CUSTOM WELDING – gates, rail-
ings, trailer repairs, fencing, hand rails and 
more. I come to you! Call Gavin at 828-200-
4219 or email smallgavin26@gmail.com

NEED FURNITURE MOVED OR 
ANYTHING HAULED AWAY? Call 
or text James of Going Gone at 828-421-
2655. (7/30)

• See PLANNING page 26

you collect with gratitude and zealously dis-
burse with joy and generosity. May what you 
“own,” never own you. 

…a time to embrace and a time to refrain 
from embracing…Being alone isn’t the same as 
being lonely. There is a time for companion-
ship and a time for solitude. Each matter.

…a time to search and a time to give up… 
Always seek your Maker more than what 
your Maker can do for you. Some of  the 
best victories are won through surrender. 
The battle is often more His than ours.

... a time to keep and a time to throw away… 
There are certainly seasons to cherish and 
there too are those when we really need to 
take out the trash.

…a time to tear and a time to mend… 
Some things and some people will rend 
your hearts, God is near to those who are 
crushed in spirit and brokenhearted. He is 
your primary “Mender”. 

…a time to be silent and a time to speak… 
Someone in your life desperately needs an 

active listener in their life. May you speak 
most often when it is an improvement on 
silence. 

…a time to love and a time to hate… Our 
Lord gives us license to hate but one thing…” sin.” 
Perhaps hating sin is a luxury we too seldom 
take advantage of? 

…a time for war and a time for peace… 
The skirmishes and wars within us drown 
out the still, small voice of  our Lord, don’t 
they? May you enter a season of  sensitivity 
to His voice and enjoy a gentle and medici-
nal peace. 

There is no greater decision in life than 
that of  coming to faith in Christ.

It was the fall of  man that elicited 
Christ’s desolate winter on the cross which 
led to His death. It was He who did spring 
from death into new life only to provide you 
with the newness of  eternal life. In the heat 
of  the summers of  your life, may you know 
His desire to walk with you in every season 
of  your life. 

...SPIRITUALLY continued from page 22

sought out enough to help families and 
schools with their expertise.

Pre/K has been identified as a significant 
need in Macon County. Highlands built two new 
classrooms and a playground for Pre/K, but the 
school board voted to withdraw funding for the 
teacher and teacher’s aide for the class -- a mere 
$117,000. How do you think the school board 
should remedy this situation?

My experience with Pre/K is that the 
state won’t adopt this program due to the 
Capital expansion that will occur. Many of  
us remember our 1st grade class and when 
the K-12 system was adopted, more teach-
ers and additional capital projects were 
mandated and the state was mandated to 
build these additions and if  Pre/K be-
comes mandated, our educational capital 

and current expenses will be passed on to 
the voters.

How would you address the shortage of  activ-
ity buses in the school system?

Due to this being a funding question, 
I would need to update myself  as a board 
member regarding the use of  Activity Buses 
for school trips. Should there be school trips 
reductions via miles and should AM and 
PM trips be reviewed regarding emergency 
necessities. Costs and trip necessities should 
be reviewed during fuel shortages, etc. Par-
ents may be encouraged to be careful driv-
ers for short distances of  trips especially 
weekends or athletic events after school. 
Activity Bus usage can be viewed through 
cost and distance and educational necessi-
ties priorities.

“Not everyone working here, wants 
to live here so it’s not just about what 
someone can afford,” he said.

Though conditional zoning is the 
current way to allow more structures on 
a parcel – for instance changing a B3 zone 
to a B1-conditionall zone like was done 
for Eight on Oak – the group focused on 
changing the zoning of  large R1 parcels 
to a new R4 zoning designation and allow 
more development per parcel while still 
being mindful of  the underlying watershed 
built-upon requirements. 

For instance, in R4, instead of  one 
structure per one acre, maybe four per acre 
would be allowed, even suggesting volun-
tary annexation of  property if  it laps over 
the town line into the county.

If  more structures are allowed on 
a parcel, builders might be enticed to do 
more on the property without having to 
inflate prices -- with a denser criteria, more 
housing options would be available, they 
said.

“This would give developers more 
incentive to do higher density and offer a 
variety of  housing,” said John Muir.

Town Planner Michael Mathis said 
if  the Planning Board wants the town to 
consider a new R4 zone, it makes the rec-
ommendation, the Town Board considers 
it and then it charges the Planning Board 
with coming up with the standards associ-
ated with the new zone.

Accessory Building Units (ADUs) 
were also discussed. 

Currently, ADUs are allowed in High-
lands R1 and R2 zones if  there is enough 
property and only if  they are attached to the 
primary structure either physically or with a 
breezeway. 

This has stymied the building of  
ADUs because not everyone wants an 
ADU attached to their home and in some 
cases, particularly in R2 zones, the lots are 
too small as currently regulated to fit ADUs.

“With changes, ADUs could be used as 
long-term rentals,” said Muir.

But Mathis said the town can’t make 
regulations based on the use of  the prop-
erty.

“You can’t tell someone what they have 
to do with the structure or tell them they 
have to sell it for a certain amount,” he said.

The group also expressed the need for 
more mixed use areas along the corridors 
into town – specifically, US 64 east (Cashiers 
Road), NC 106 (Dillard Road) and NC 28 
(Walhalla Road.)

“Not all commercial businesses need 
to be in town,” said Muir. “You don’t need 
an auto repair place downtown.”

Short-term Rentals were brought up by 
a couple of  board members, but Chairman 
Chris Wilkes said there was no need to re-
hash what has already been addressed and 
that regulations are in place.

Muir agreed saying their purpose is to 
consider future land uses.

The meeting wrapped up outlining sev-
eral Action Items: To create a new R4 zon-

...PLANNING continued from page 1
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POOL SCHEDULE
• Lap Swim: Mon.-Fri. 6am-

9:45am, and Saturday 10am-11pm - 
6 lanes. Water Aerobics: 18 y+ Mon.-
Fri. 10-11am with Karen Chambers. 
Adult Swim: 18y+ only. Weekend 
public swim: Sat., 11am-6pm and 
Sun., 1-6pm

PICKLE BALL 
• At the Recreation Dept. there 

are three indoor Pickle Ball courts 
and six outdoor courts.Pickle Ball 
can be played every Mon, Tues, Wed, 
Thurs. and Friday 10am-pm out-
doors for the summer 

MTN FINDINGS 
• Open: 10 am - 1 pm. Thurs-

Sat.. Spruce Street. www.mountain-
findings.org

FIBBER MAGEES
• Fibber Magee’s Thrift Store 

on Laurel Street Hours. Wed. & Fri. 
- 10a too 4p. Sat. - 10a to 2p.

FARMERS MARKET
• The “market” is open every 

Saturday 8a to 12:30p in KH Found-
ers Park on Pine Street.

ALL WEEK
• Scaly Mountain/ Highlands/ 

Cashiers Alcoholics Anonymous 
“Open Meetings” are for anyone 
who thinks they may have a drinking 
problem or for anyone interested in 
the A.A. recovery program.

• Open meetings are held at 
Scaly Mountain at Grace Chapel, 
9915 Dillard Rd., Scaly Mountain 
each Tues & Sat at 5:30 pm; 

• In Highlands at the 1st Pres-
byterian Church, 471 Main St., on 
Mondays at 5:30 p.m. and a NEW 
WOMENS’S GROUP Thursdays at 
5:30 pm; and on Wednesdays & Fri-
days at 12:00 noon. 

• Open in-person meetings are 
also held in Cashiers at the Albert 
Carlton Cashiers Community Li-

brary, 249 Frank Allen Rd. on Sundays 
at 5 pm, on Tuesdays at 7 pm, on Fri-
day at 5:30 pm and on Saturday at 9 
am. For more information please visit 
our website www.aawnc80.org or to 
speak with a member of A.A. 24/7 call 
our HELP Line 828 349-4357

Mondays
• GED Classes at the Literacy & 

Learning Center 5:30-7:30 p.m.
Mon.& Thurs.
• At First Presbyterian Church, 

ArtSpace is open from 9 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. The next exhibit will start in mid-
August. For information contact fpch-
kelley@gmail.com 

Monday & Friday
• Karate: Build confidence, focus, 

and fitness with Karate! Rick Yinger 
will be offering classes Monday and 
Friday at 5:15pm. Call 828-421-3119 
for more information.

Mon-Wed-Fri
• Aerobics with Tina Rogers 

8-9am at the Rec Park.
• Balance, Stretch & Strengthen 

Class at the Rec Park 8:30-9:30am. 
The cost for the class is $30 a month 
and is led by Vivian Brewer. Call the 
Recreation Department at 828-526-
3556 for more information.

Mon., Tues., Thurs.
• The Food Pantry behind the 

Methodist Church on Spring Street is 
open from 10a-6p.

2nd Mondays
• The local chapter of PEO, an 

off-campus sorority founded in the 
1800s that provides grants and loans 
to women with financial need who 
want to return to school or further 
their education meets at 10 a.m. For 
more info call president Paula Mc-
Donald at 706-372-3004 

4th Mondays
• Highlands Planning Board 

meeting 5:30 p.m., in the Community 

Building.
2nd Tuesdays
• Highlands Writers Group 

meets on alternate Tuesday after-
noons at 3pm. Writers still uncom-
fortable with in-person gatherings 
may participate via Zoom meetings 
For more info contact Bud Katz at 
either 828-526-3190 or at budan-
dlynn@me.com 

Tuesdays
• Strength Training at the Rec 

Park 8:15-9:15 am. 
• At Wayfarers Chapel, Work-

shop for Writers – from 5-6:30 PM
Tuesdays & Thurs.
• Exercise Class with Michelle 

Lane at the Rec Park at 5:30. A com-
bo class with different types of exer-
cise. 828-526-3556

• ESL classes at The Literacy & 
Learning Center, 6-7 p.m. 675 S 4th 
St. 

Wednesdays
• The Literacy & Learning Cen-

ter offers a FREE weekly Citizenship 
Class led by Faviola Olvera from 5:30 
to 7 pm at 675 S 4th St in Highlands, 
this program is designed to help stu-
dents navigate the complexities of 
the U.S. naturalization exam. 

• Digital Navigators will be at 
the Hudson Library from 10a-noon 
PM, digital navigators will host a Tech 
Time drop-in time at Hudson Library 
with the goal to assist attendees with 
basic smartphone, laptop, iPad and 
tablet skills. For more information, 
call the Library at 828-526-3031.Free 
and open to the public. 

2nd Wednesdays
• Highlands Zoning Board of 

Adjustment meeting at 5:30 in the 
Community Building

Thursdays
• Kickboxing 8:15-9:15a. at 

the Rec Park. No martial arts back-

ground necessary Contact the Rec 
Dept.at 828-526-3556 for more info.

3rd Thursdays
• Highlands Town Board meet-

ing 7 p.m., in the Community Build-
ing.

3rd Saturdays
• Greenway Workday begins at 

9a to noon at the Rec Park.
• The American Legion Post 

370 meets at the First Methodist 
Church at 315 Main St. in their com-
munity room/909 chapel. Breakfast 
ia at 9a; meeting is at 10a. Email nc-
post370@gmail.com or just join us 
at 9am.

Thurs., Oct. 29
• Highlands Soccer Field Town 

Hall meeting, 6-7 in the Community 
Building next to the ballfield. Com-
munity input on future of the field 
is wanted.

Fri., Oct. 30
• At the Highlands Biological 

Center, Creepy Critter Crawl, 9-10a. 
Meet at 111 Lower Lake Rd. FREE. 
No registration.

• At the Sky Valley Scaly Moun-
tain Fire Dept. on Hale Ridge Road, 
Trunk or Treat dinner and haunted 
hallway 6-9 p.m. 

• HCP presents a free holiday 
show – Orson Welles’ War of the 
Worlds 1938 radio script at 7pm 
at the Martin-Lipscomb Theatre on 
Chestnut Street.

Sat., Oct. 31
• Halloween on Main, 6-8 p.m. 

Trick-or-Treating, hot dogs and 
Hot chocolate. Live music – 64 and 
Down, High 5 and DJ Mike Murphy.

Sat., Nov. 7
• Highlanders are invited to 

attend a Day of Hope, Strength & 
Connection on Saturday from 10a-
3p to learn about Stage4Hope and 
its Wellness Retreats. For informa-

•Highlands Area Events•

...PLANNING 
from page 25

tion and to register call 833/402-
8391. 

Sat., Nov. 21
• Highlands Farmers Market in 

the Rec Park 10a to 3p.
• A community drum circle will 

be held Saturday from 6-8 p.m., at 
the Macon County Public Library. 
People of all ages are invited to par-
ticipate. Bring your hand drums and 
rhythm instruments or use one of 
ours. In mild weather we drum out-
doors so bring a lawn chair.

Sun., Dec. 6

• “Papertown,” is the opening 
film of the HC Film Fest Prelude at 
4 p.m. at the PAC big screen in High-
lands. It was “The Best Documen-
tary” winner at the 2026 HC Film 
Festival. The film follows the closing 
of the Canton paper mill and what 
it means for the people of Haywood 
County and WNC. Tickets are $20 
at www.highlandsperformingarts.
com/events-tickets or call 828-526-
9047. Parents of children in area 
schools, $10 per adult.

Sat. Dec. 12
• Highlands Farmers Market in 

the Rec Park 10a to 3p.

ing district to allow higher density 
development; to re-evaluate ADU 
standards; re-evaluate land use 
density zones on the future land 
use map; and to create an Attain-
able Housing Task Force to pull 
together public/private initiatives.

Next up: Tourism.
The next Planning Board 

meeting is Monday, Nov. 16 at 
5:30 in the Community Building.

Fresh Georgia pecans available at Highlands Farmers Market
Holiday baking season is 

almost here, and the Cashiers-
Highlands Chapter BJ of  P.E.O. 
International is ready to help! The 
chapter will host a pecan sale and 
bake sale at the

Highlands Farmers Markets 
on Saturday, Oct. 31, and again 
on November 21st and December 
12th.

Freshly harvested Georgia 
pecans will be sold for $14 per 

one-pound bag, in either halves 
or evenly chopped pieces. Pecans 
are ideal for holiday baking, freeze 
well, and make an easy, thought-
ful gift. The bake sale will also in-
clude other baked goods that will 
be great for holiday desserts and 
snacking.

Pecans are more than a 
holiday favorite. They are rich in 
heart-healthy unsaturated fats, and 
studies suggest that eating nuts in 

moderation can help lower LDL 
bad cholesterol. They also pro-
vide fiber, plant protein, and an-
tioxidants, along with vitamin E, 
magnesium, zinc, and manganese. 
Because pecans freeze well, shop-
pers can buy several bags and keep 
a supply of  nutritious snacks on 
hand year-round.

P.E.O., Philanthropic Educa-
tional Organization, was founded 
in 1869 and promotes educational 

opportunities for women through 
scholarships, grants, awards, and 
loans. The organization also 
owns Cottey College, a nonprofit 
liberal arts college for women in 
Nevada, Missouri.

For more information about 
P.E.O. or to preorder some bags 
of  this limited supply of  pecans, 
contact Sarah Wallin at 828-200-
1598. 
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SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery

450 N. 4th St. Highlands, NC
828-526-5522

www.highlandsproperties.com

Wei chert. 
REALTORS 

Highlands Properties 

Cell: 828-787-1895 
pamela.nellis@yahoo.com 

Highlands Office | 210 N. 5th Street

FAYE WURM
828.200.1345 
faye@bhhsmmr.com
2334 Cashiers Rd, Highlands
https://fayewurm.meadowsmtnrealty.com/

Of the 55,000+ BHHS agents across the globe,
Faye ranks in the TOP 2% and is a 

Luxury Collection Specialist.

Bryson’s
Food 
Store

Historical 
Village

Rest
Rooms

Hudson 
Library

Visitor 
Center

KH Founders 
Park

Police Station
Fire Station

 Ace is the Place, 

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

Country Club Properties
 Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals. 
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

Highlander 
Mountain 

House 
& 

The Ruffed 
Grouse 
Tavern

highlandermountainhouse.com

 Local Expertise, Global Connections. 
114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706Sheryl Wilson

Licensed in NC and GA

Darlene Conley
Mountain Luxury

darleneconley@howardhannatate.com

Your Dream. Your Journey.
YOU’RE HOME.

Dedicated to 
finding the home  

you’ve always wanted.
Cell: 404.427.2448

CREEKSIDE CREEKSIDE 

LIVINGLIVING

34 W. Forest Way
Highlands, NC

• 3 Bed, 3 Bath

• Creekside Screened 
Porch With Stone 

Fireplace

• Meticulously 
Maintained and 

Furnished

• STRs Allowed

Clif Gottwals
303.887.7479

Clif.Gottwals@Gmail.com

HighlandsCashiersCIRE.com
210 North Fifth Street
Highlands, NC 28741

Significant Price Reduction

Now Offered
at $985,000



PAT ALLEN
828.200.9179

JULIE OSBORN
828.200.6165

Not The Biggest...Just The Best!

www.patallenrealtygroup.com
828.526.8784  |  295 DILLARD RD, HIGHLANDS

More than
33 years of exemplary 
service in the luxury

housing market!

PAT ALLEN

JULIE OSBORN

VOTED AMERICA’S BEST by RealTrends since 2021

Cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

Open 7 days a week

526-4407
242 S. 4th St.

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

828-526-2338

 ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

43 Years of Fine Dining

MITZI RAUERS
Broker / Luxury Collection
Specialist
(404) 218-9123
mitzi@bhhsmmr.com

*Based on 2023 sales data. Out of a global network 
of 55,000+ BHHS agents.

If you want an 
award-winning real 
estate experiennce, 
choose an 
award-winning 
agent.

NOW OPEN 
7 Nights a week

5:30-9p 

For real estate, visit 
LANDMARKRG.COM 
or call 828 -743 -0510 .

your mountain story begins here—
embracing both the life you lead 

and the getaway you crave

Bee Gleeson
Broker | Realtor® | 404.307.1415

BeeGlee4@Gmail.com

Pat Gleeson
Broker | Realtor® | 828.782.0472

PatrickGleeson4@Gmail.com

Jessica Haberkern
Broker | Realtor® | 254.718.7494

JessHaberkern@Gmail.com

HighlandsCashiersCIRE.com | 210 North Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741

We Serve to Help You 
with Life's Next 

Chapter ... Beginning 
with Coffee and a 

Conversation.


