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Caleb Brown
Democratic Candidate

NC House of Rep District 120

Karl Gillespie
Republican Candidate

NC House of Rep District 120

Caleb Brown is running to 
unseat incumbent Karl Gillespie 
for the NC House of  Represen-
tative District 120.

A Q&A about their stance 
on issues local, and statewide 
follows.

Caleb Brown
Tell readers a little bit about 

yourself  and Mr. Brown, why do you 
think you can better represent the vot-
ers of  WNC in the NC House of  
Representatives? 

 As a teacher, coach, hus-
band, father and 2nd Lt in the 
NC National Guard, I have a 
deep understanding of  our state 
government and how it im-
pacts our lives. Since I decided 
to enter this race almost a year 
ago, I have traveled throughout 
the four counties that make up 
House District 120. People are 
worried about their kids’ public 
school, the rising costs of  living, 
losing health care and their doc-

Q&A with candidates 
for NC House of Rep 

District 120

• See Q&A page 8

Early voting begins today, 
Thurs., Oct. 15 from 8a to 7:30p 
through, Sat., Oct. 31, 8a to 3p

During the early voting peri-
od, voters may cast a ballot at any 
early voting site in the county.

This is different than Elec-
tion Day, when registered voters 
must vote at their assigned poll-
ing place. During the early voting 
period, eligible individuals may 
also register to vote and vote at 
the same time.

Photo ID is required
North Carolina voters must 

show a photo ID when they 

check in to vote. Any registered 
voter who needs a photo ID can 
get one for free from the county 
board of  elections through the 
end of  the early voting period.

Same-Day Registration
When you check in to vote 

at an early voting site, you may 
update your name or address 
within the same county if  nec-
essary. Those not registered to 
vote may register and imme-
diately vote at that same site. 
However, same-day registration 
won’t be available on Election 
Day, Nov. 3.

Overview of Early Voting

tors, to name just of  few of  their 
concerns. They feel forgotten. 

My family and I have ex-
perienced many of  these same 
challenges. I am not part of  the 
Raleigh Crowd, I am an objec-
tive and issue-focused person 
who wants to make a difference. 
If  elected, I will hold town halls 
and listen to the constituents, re-
gardless of  their political party 
or how much money they make. 

I love this community. I met 
my wife here, started my fam-
ily here and am committed to 
preserving this beautiful part of  
Western North Carolina. 

What is your stance on the pro-
posed Constitutional Amendment Ref-
erendum requiring all voters – whether 
mail-in or in-person – to present a 
photo ID to vote. 

 NC law already requires 
photo ID for in person voting so 
it doesn’t belong in our Constitu-

By Kristin Fox
With more than 14 years’ 

experience working with K9s, 
Highlands K9 Police Officer 
Kelly Fosler, has founded the 
Guardians of  Carolina Police 
K9s, a non-profit organization 

dedicated to supporting and pro-
tecting retired law enforcement 
K9s. The goal of  the organiza-
tion is to help handlers keep and 
adopt their retired K9s. 

“Over 95% of  agencies stop 
all financial support of  their re-

tired working dogs once they 
retire and are adopted by their 
handlers,” said Fosler. “My hus-
band, Aaron, and I have adopted 
all three of  our retired working 
dogs over the years, and we know 

‘Guardians’ take care of retired K9s
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•Mayor on Duty•

Highlands Mayor
Patrick Taylor

For Real-time Weather and the Extended Forecast, 
go to www.highlandsinfo.com and click on Weather
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•Weather•
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No anonymous letters will be accepted, 
Views expressed are not necessarily those 

of Highlands Newspaper.
Obituary Policy

Obituaries are $8 per column inch. 
$10 per photo.
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• See MAYOR page 20

•Snapshot• 

Do you have a heartfelt, funny, interesting, or beautiful photo you would like to share in our “SnapShot” section? 
Email it to highlandseditor@aol.com or text it to 828-200-1371, with a brief  description and a name. No anony-
mous photos will be accepted.

•Correction•

It’s LUNN not Lund

Candidate Russ Lunn is running to 
unseat Incumbent John Shearl as MC 
Commissioner for District 1.

In last week’s issue his name was 
listed at Lund. It’s LUNN. We regret the 
error and are happy to set the record 
straight.

On Sat. Sept. 26, 
members of 
Highlands’ Local 
American Legion 
Post 370 greeted 
and commended 
members of the 
U.S. Fleet Forces 
Navy Band – Four-
Star Edition – who 
performed during 
Highlands Heritage 
Jamboree 
celebration at KH 
Founders Park.

– Photo by Kim Lewicki

Thank 
you for 
serving ...The monthly Highlands 

Town Board meeting 
will take place tonight, 

Thursday, October 15, at 7 pm 
at the Highlands Community 
Center located next to the ball 
field. If  you cannot attend the 
meeting, you can access it re-
motely using the YouTube but-
ton on the town website. There 
will be no 6 pm workshop ses-
sion.

The meeting agenda in-
cludes several items that will generate 
robust discussion about town policy and 
future plans. As a result, I anticipate the 
board will direct town staff  to draft more 
specific responses and return to the board 
later for final actions.

For example, one agenda item is 
making the two roads to the Highlands 
Memorial Cemetery one-way, an entry 
road and an exit road. The rationale is to 
improve safety as visitors turn on to and 
off  US 64. Residents in the area will also 

provide input. I anticipate the 
board will ask the Public Works 
Committee and the Police De-
partment to develop a specific 
plan with appropriate signage to 
implement the one-way traffic.

Another item is to revisit 
the master plan for the B-1 
district. Commissioner Weller 
requested a master plan for the 
town property where Town 
Hall, the ABC Store, the High-
lands Police Department, and 

the county EMT offices are located. That 
site also includes the property where the 
Highlands Playhouse was located. It is my 
understanding that Commissioner Weller, 
along with other commissioners, now 
support extending the scope of  the mas-
ter plan to include the B1 area. I think it is 
a good idea and a more holistic approach 
for the area’s future development. We 
should always be open to improvements 
and upgrading of  the townscape.

Another important discussion item 
is attaching communication lines to town 
utility poles. Over the past year, the town 

Items on the tonight’s Town Board agenda
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PAT ALLEN JULIE OSBORN

MLS# 1003892  |  $1,850,000  |  3BR/3.5BA  
Looking for a mountain home with room 
to live, play, create, and entertain? This 
spacious ONE-LEVEL home 
offers light-filled, open living spaces 
surrounded by beautifully landscaped 
grounds. This home offers something 
hard to find: easy one-level living with 
room for all the things you love!

•  Deeded Lake Ravenel Access
•  Two Garages, One with a 

Workshop
•  Community Playground/Park
•  Putting Green
•  Sheltered Dog Run
•  Two Forts with Zip Line
•  Fire Pit
•  Generator

Charming English Cottage in Gated Community

MLS# 1004227  |  $1,899,000  |  4BR/4BA  Storybook charm meets relaxed 
mountain elegance in this enchanting English cottage in a gated community just 
minutes from downtown Highlands. Offered furnished with select exclusions. 
Community dock, deeded water access.
JULIE OSBORN  |  (828) 200-6165  +  PAT ALLEN  |  (828) 200-9179

www.patallenrealtygroup.com  |  828.526.8784  |  295 DILLARD RD, HIGHLANDS
Voted America’s Best by RealTrends Since 2021

Not The Biggest... Just The Best!

Public Open House
Sunday, October 18, 1:00-4:00

289 APPLE MOUNTAIN CIRCLE
DIRECTIONS: From Highlands, take Hwy 64E/Cashiers Road 

4.1 miles then turn right onto Apple Mountain Circle. Follow to 
the top then veer to left after the park. Follow to 289 Apple 

Mountain Circle on the right.

One Level. One Acre.
Endless Possibilties

Once in a Lifetime View!

MLS# 1003473  |  $1,500,000  |  4BR/3.5BA  Perched in highly desirable King 
Mountain, this beautifully updated mountain retreat has extraordinary long-
range mountain views. Private gated community with landscaped and paved 
roads, a heated pool, tennis court, and a clubhouse.
PAT ALLEN  |  (828) 200-9179  +  JULIE OSBORN  |  (828) 200-6165JULIE OSBORN  |  (828) 200-6165  |  julie@patallenrealtygroup.com



Read Highlands Newspaper, Highlands’ only locally owned newspaper, free 
from everywhere – on the street or on the web.
Digital version at www.highlandsnewspaper.com

Click on Local News. Delivered and uploaded every Thurs. AM
Sapphire, Lake Glenville, Cashiers, Highlands, Scaly Mountain, Otto and 

Franklin

PRICE IMPROVEMENT! 
Cozy Country Cottage in Highlands 

556 Shortoff Road, 
Highlands, NC 28741 

38D I 1BA I STR I • / - 0-41 ACRES 

Bryson’s Food StoreBryson’s Food Store
Proudly Serving Highlands, North Carolina since 1977Proudly Serving Highlands, North Carolina since 1977

The best meals start here!The best meals start here!

103 Highlands Plaza, Highlands, NC • (828) 526-3775

 Open daily 
7:30a to 7:30p

Wine Tasting 
Thursdays 2-5p

Area’s Best Selection of Fine Wines!
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•Investing at 4,118 Ft• 

Andrea Gabbard
Highlands and Cashiers 

Sotheby’s International Realty
828-200-6742

Whether it’s the first 
half, the second 
half, or simply the 

next chapter, you don’t have 
to cross an ocean to find 
a beautiful place to begin 
again.
The Second Half  of  Life

Recently, I heard a man 
in his 60s announce that he 
was moving to Greece for 
the second half  of  his life.

His reasons were per-
fectly understandable: the 
food, the good weather, the 
romance of  beginning again 
somewhere beautiful and far 
away.

I almost said, “Why don’t you just 
move to Highlands, North Carolina?”

But then I thought better of  it.
… Let’s keep Highlands a secret.
Let that guy fly halfway around the 

world, navigate a foreign real estate mar-
ket, learn a new language, and eventually 
discover what we already know: that living 
in a beautiful place in the United States 
may be the best second half  of  life anyone 
could ask for.

Here, the weather is good enough to 
make you linger on the porch, the food 
is worth traveling for, and the scenery re-
quires no passport.

You can have the romance of  rein-
vention without giving up your favorite 
coffee mug, your grandchildren’s weekend 
visits, or the convenience of  knowing ex-
actly where to find the best biscuits.

The second half  of  life deserves 
beauty, certainly. But it also deserves ease, 
connection, and a place that feels like it 
was waiting for you.

Life is short. Buy the mountain house!
And Then There’s 

Highlands
Highlands is not your 

typical real estate market.
What we have is char-

acter: cool summer eve-
nings, mossy stone walls, 
ancient rhododendrons, 
waterfalls, excellent restau-
rants, and neighbors who 
are genuinely nice.

There are country 
clubs, hiking trails, spectac-
ular gardens, and porches 
designed for doing abso-
lutely nothing … A glass 
of  wine. A good book. The 

wind in the trees.
Try putting a price on that.
Actually, I’m a real estate broker. I 

can.
But you get the idea.
There won’t always be another 

Thanksgiving with everyone around the 
table, or another October afternoon 
when the mountains look like they’ve 
caught fire — in the best possible way.

Whether it’s the first half, the second 
half, or simply the next chapter, you don’t 
have to cross an ocean to find a beautiful 
place to begin again.

Buy the mountain house. Invite the 
people you love. Open the good wine. 
Build the fire.

The life you keep saving for some-
day may be waiting on the porch — and it 
may be closer than you think.

• Andrea Gabbard is a real estate broker 
with Highlands Sotheby’s International Realty, 
specializing in helping buyers and sellers discover 
the extraordinary lifestyle of  the Highlands-Ca-
shiers Plateau.

first-hand how expensive it can be. Some-
times the cost of  the retired dog could be 
the make it or break it factor on whether 
that dog gets to stay with their handler 
who worked with them for many years.” 

Fosler said recently, one handler didn’t 
think he was going to be able to afford to 
keep the dog because he and his wife had 
just had a baby, but because of  Guardians 
of  Carolina Police K9s he was able to keep 
the dog.

One way the non-profit helps with 
retired K9s and their handlers is to assist 
with the veterinary bills that are accrued 
throughout the rest of  the dogs’ lives.

Recently, the non-profit organization 
received a grant from the Rotary Club of  
Highlands. These funds will help honor 
the K9s’ years of  dedicated service by 
providing vital financial assistance for 
medical care, ensuring these canine he-

• See K9s page 20

...K9s continued from page 1
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Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742 

AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

Lori Mattice 
850-544-0162

lori.mattice@sothebysrealty.com

494 Country Club Drive, Highlands NC 
MLS# 1004017 | $3,875,000 | 4BR/4.5 BA In Wildcat Cliffs CC. Refined ele-
gance. Located beside the 16th green. Chef’s kitchen w/ cozy breakfast room. 
LR with a stone fireplace. The screened-in back porch with fireplace. Double 
garage + golf cart garage. Conveniently located near the clubhouse -for dinner 
and drinks.
LORI MATTICE (850) 544-0162 ANDREA GABBARD (828)200-6742

396 Azalea Lane, Highlands
MLS# 1003907| $1,850,000 |3BR/3BA In Wildcat Cliffs CC. This villa has the 
MILLION dollar view and has been updated from floor to ceiling! Open 
floor plan. Sunsets from your private deck and hear the stream below. Sepa-
rate guest suite/ office with kitchenette and full bathroom. 2 car garage with 
additional space.
LORI MATTICE (850) 544-0162

38 Rock Hill Road, Highlands
MLS#1003409| $1,450,000 | 3BR/3BA Gated community. On the Atlanta 
Side of Highlands. Mountain views. The perfect blend of comfort, style, and 
serenity. Warm, designer-inspired interiors. Gas stove/ pantry/additional re-
frigerator/generator. Private backyard with a fire pit area. 2-car garage + EV 
charger.
ANDREA GABBARD (828) 200-6742

90 Buttermilk Lane, Highlands
MLS#1004269 |  $1,458,000 |  3 BR 2 BA.  Just 5 minutes from downtown 
Highlands. A desirable split-bedroom floor plan. Beautiful stone fireplace in 
Living room. Large front and side porch & cozy covered back porch.  Flat 
yard. No HOA, and the home can be rented for 30 days at a time (if you 
choose to add this to your VRBO portfolio). Enjoy time relaxing in your 
hammock by the creek reading a book.
ANDREA GABBARD (828) 200-6742



Brian Seifried
770.309.1143 • 404.352.2010

3 Bed 2.5 Bath
$1,369,000 • MLS#1003773
Outside Town Limits • STR Possible

159 Stoney Creek Circle, Highlands, NC

Primary on mainPrimary on main

PAM NELLIS
Realtor
M: 828-787-1895 
O: 828-482-5022
Pam@HighlandsCashiersCire.com

540 Chestnut Street, Highlands, NC
5 Bedrooms • 3.5 Baths • $3,795,000

• In-town – Ideal Location 
• Fabulous low maintenance gardens
• Screened deck with wood-burning 
fireplace 
• Stunning primary suite and  
spacious closet

• Gourmet kitchen with cozy sitting 
area in front of the fireplace
• 2-car carport with workshop 
• Lots of storage 
• Move-in ready
• Furnished with exceptions

All information privded is deemed reliable but is not guaranteed and should be independantly varified.

Price Adjustment!Price Adjustment!
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•Hospital News•

Tom Neal CEO, CNO
 Highlands-Cashiers 

Hospital

Take charge of your breast health; schedule 
your mammogram, and attend a H-C Hospital 

Breast Cancer Awareness event this month

Few things are more 
striking than the arrival 
of  fall on the Plateau. 

Each October, along with the 
bright red, orange, and gold 
leaves adorning our moun-
tains, we see another familiar 
color: pink.

October is Breast Can-
cer Awareness Month, when 
we emphasizing the signifi-
cance of  getting appropriately 
screened, learning about indi-
vidual risk, and providing edu-
cation about lifestyle choices 
that can help lower risk.

Advances in breast imaging have 
given us increasingly effective tools for 
detecting breast cancer. At Highlands-
Cashiers Hospital (HCH), women in our 
community have access to breast imag-
ing services close to home, including 3D 
mammography. Additional imaging, such 
as breast ultrasound or MRI, may also be 
recommended based on an individual pa-
tient’s needs.

An important conversation to have 
with your healthcare provider is when to 
begin mammograms and how often you 
should be screened. Screening recommen-
dations can vary based on age and indi-
vidual risk factors. For women at average 
risk, breast cancer screening should begin 
at age 40.

Assessing your personal risk factors 
for breast cancer is vital and something 
that should be done with your primary care 
provider at age 25. Factors associated with 
an increased risk include a family history 
of  the disease, beginning menstruation 
before age 12, going through menopause 
after age 55, and having dense breasts, 
among others.

More than 40% of  women have 
dense breasts, meaning they have more 
fibroglandular tissue and less fatty tissue 
in their breasts. Because both dense tis-
sue and tumors appear white on a mam-
mogram, dense breasts can make breast 
cancer more difficult to detect.

Family history is a key risk factor, but 
it is also important to remember that most 
women who develop breast cancer do not 

have a family history of  the 
disease. Only about 5–10% 
of  breast cancers are thought 
to be hereditary, meaning they 
result directly from inherited 
genetic changes. A lack of  
family history, therefore, is not 
a reason to put off  your mam-
mogram.

At every age, women 
should be performing self-ex-
ams so they are familiar with 
how their breasts normally 
look and feel and can let their 
healthcare provider know if  

they notice a change. Knowing your own 
body can help you recognize something 
unusual between routine screenings — 
or before you reach the age for routine 
mammography.

While we cannot change some risk 
factors, there are lifestyle choices that 
contribute to better overall health and 
may help reduce breast cancer risk. Stay-
ing physically active, maintaining a healthy 
weight, limiting alcohol consumption, 
and avoiding tobacco are all positive steps 
women can take.

This October, HCH is also making it 
easier to get your routine screening mam-
mogram completed through our October 
mammography walk-in days.

Walk-in screening mammograms 
will be available on Wed., Oct., 21 from 
2 to 5:30 p.m. Patients who are due for a 
routine screening mammogram may walk 
in, register, and have their mammogram 
completed without a scheduled appoint-
ment.

These walk-in screenings are intend-
ed for routine mammography and are 
not appropriate for someone who has a 
breast symptom or has noticed an abnor-
mality that needs to be evaluated. Patients 
will also need to have a healthcare pro-
vider to whom their mammogram results 
can be sent. If  you have questions about 
the walk-in screening days, please call 
828-526-1467, extension 3.

Breast cancer will affect 1 in 8 wom-
en, and early detection remains a critical 
tool. Finding breast cancer earlier can 

• See HOSPITAL page 18
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FEATURED COMMUNITY 

CHESTNUT HILL 
HIGHLANDS, NC 

MORE TIME FOR WHAT MATTERS 

Housekeeping Available Lock 

and Leave Convenience No 

Lawn Maintenance 

No Gutter Cleaning 

No Exterior Painting 

No Roof Replacement or Repairs 

Social & Wellness Opportunities 

Catering Available 

BERKSHIRE 
HATHAWAY 
HOMESERVICES 

MEADOWS MOUNTAIN 
REALTY 

0 2026 BHH Atriliate; UC. An independ_entty owned and operated franctiiSee of SHH Miliates, LLC. Be_rkshire Hathaway_ HomeServiees and the �re 
HathaWay H� symbol are regrstered serv,ce marks ofC.olumb1a Insurance Company, a Berk.shire Hathaway aff�iate. Equal Housm� Opportunity. 

CON DOS AVAILABLE 
l Bedroom - $350,000
2 Bedrooms- $465,000 
3 Bedrooms- $750,000 

Chestnut Hill 
OF HIGHLANDS 

Enjoy effortless mountain living! 
Fully updated condos with modern 
finishes throughout. Relax on your 
private patio or deck, take 
advantage of the community & 
clubhouse amenities, including a 
fitness room & game space. 
Garages available! 

For More Information 
Contact Us at 828-526-7777 

�;::;\;:�:/� 
:;�i�i!!�;::j;�;;:!��;� 
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• See Q&A page 12

tion. The State Legislature has the power 
to change election laws when needed. As 
written, this Constitutional Amendment 
would create hurdles for those who are 
disabled, don’t have transportation, those 
who live in nursing homes, or who don’t 
have access to a photocopier. Every Amer-
ican citizen should have the right to vote, 
and any attempt to place barriers to this 
right is shameful. 

Given the many fiscal needs across WNC’s 
counties and municipalities, many of  which are 
supplemented by state funds, what is your stance 
on the Constitutional Amendment Referendums 
-- keeping the state income tax rate from being 
raised higher than 3.5% AND requiring limits 
on property tax increases by local governments? 

Frankly, I understand that no one 
wants to be taxed more. I often feel the 
same; however, I also understand that our 
public services, including our schools, fire/
EMS, and police departments, are funded 
through our property taxes. These con-
stitutional amendments are short-sighted 
governance that is focused on consolidat-
ing power at the state level. 

The property tax amendment favors 
the largest property holding corporations, 
not you or me. Most importantly, it is lo-
cal governments that set your property tax 
rate. This is a massive power grab by the 
state government to transfer the power of  
running your community out of  your rural 
hometown and into the Raleigh Swamp. 

The income tax amendment is also 
a short-sighted power grab. Currently the 
state legislature can raise or lower state in-
come taxes as they see fit for the operation 
of  our state. This amendment prohibits 
any future state legislature from raising 
the income tax rate without passing an-
other constitutional amendment. What is 
the state going to do if  we face another 
catastrophic emergency like Helene, or a 
financial crash? 

How could/should the state help with teacher 
recruitment and retention in WNC and would it 
include raising teacher pay to the national average? 
If  so, how would you pay for it? 

As an educator I have mentored two 
student teachers. They are excellent pro-
fessionals who would have been a wonder-
ful asset to our school districts in NC 120. 
Both left for more money in other coun-
ties. I don’t blame them. First, we can pay 
all teachers more. We can make the profes-
sion more competitive and fire those who 
cannot do the job. You can’t do that when 

no one is there to fill the vacancy. North 
Carolina should lead the southeast in 
teacher pay and student outcomes. I 
would pay for this by drafting legislation 
to put a moratorium on Private School 
Vouchers to stop the loss of  over $1.6 
billion dollars to private school vouchers. 

Secondly, I would draft legislation 
to raise the corporate income tax rate 
and tie the revenue generated directly to 
universal or cost reduced pre-k, because 
kids who have a head start in school 
have their educational needs identified, 
and ultimately have greater educational 
outcomes. Their parents know they are 
getting a quality education and can more 
easily enter the labor market and work 
creating both an economic boom and 
social boom that serves our communities 
across the state. 

Economic development is a significant need 
in WNC; How would you attract new busi-
nesses and industry to MC and WNC and how 
would you fund that program? 

The strength in our communities is 
our family run small businesses, trades, 
and tourism. The likelihood of  massive 
manufacturing enterprises coming to our 
region is limited. Therefore, we need to 
focus on what makes our communities 
desirable places to do business. The state 
legislature could provide a rural small 
business income tax credits, a tax credit 
for hiring local workers, and a right to 
repair law that allows individuals to fix 
their equipment independent of  the 
manufacturer. We also need to ensure 
Broadband access so remote workers can 
continue to work and contribute to our 
communities. As to funding, we need to 
take a hard look at corporate tax rates, 
which may need to be adjusted. 

Do you support state funding increases to 
support mental health and addiction services in 
MC and WNC? 

Yes, I do, I believe the state should 
increase funding to support mental 
health in our schools and communities 
in WNC. The best method to do so is 
to continue applying for federal and state 
grants like the Rural Health Transforma-
tion program and increase excise taxes 
on alcohol and tobacco to fund a dedi-
cated trust fund in the state budget to 
rural behavioral health services. 

Homelessness is a serious issue in Macon 
County and other counties in WNC as is unat-
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Wright Sq. 828-526-2520 | www.ccphighlandsnc.com | ccp4terry@gmail.com
Main Street COUNTRY CLUB PROPERTIES Mtn. Fresh

About 3 miles from town, this 
4BD/3BA plus 2 half bath home sits 
on over 5 acres and has a lovely 
mountain view. The dwelling has a 
spacious floor plan with 2 main floor 
bedrooms, living and bonus room, 
kitchen and dining on the main level. 
Upstairs are 2 bedrooms with a Jack 
and Jill bath. Ample deck for out-
door living. Offered at $899,000. mls 
#1002336

The main house has 4 bedrooms, 
4 bathrooms, there is BD/4BA and 
free-standing guest quarters with 
one bedroom, one bath. Updated 
but with real stone fireplaces, wood 
floors and wood walls. Custom 
kitchen and Carolina Room with a 
fireplace. Lower level has additional 
storage and utility/mechanical space. 
This one is grandfathered for STR 
rental, has ample parking and a us-
able yard. Offered at $2,990,000 mls 
#1002403

Located between Highlands and 
Franklin off Buck creek on Panther 
Mountain, this one of a kind real log 
cabin. It sits on over 20 acres with 
a spectacular mountain vista. 2 bed-
rooms, 2 baths. Covered porch. Plen-
ty of room for an addition or family 
compound. Offered at $1,500,000. 
mls #1004171

A blank canvas, this 2 bedroom, 
2 bath needs refurbishing but is 
in a great location only 2 blocks 
from Main Street. Northeast side 
for morning sun. Great covered 
glass porch. Currently rented and 
shown by appointment. Offered at 
$575,000. mls #1004070

Spectacular mountain view as a part 
of the Wildcat cliffs Country Club 
(Membership Requirements), this 
custom home is move-in ready. Liv-
ing/great room with a wall of glass, 
2-story ceilings, and fireplace, addi-
tional family or TV room. Custom 
kitchen, private primary suite. Up-
stairs has 3 bedrooms and 2 baths, 
plus an office/nursery. The 2-car ga-
rage has a full guest area complete 
with kitchen, bedroom and bath. 
Landscaped grounds have  irrigation 
and landscape lighting, Offered at 
$1,995,000. Furnishings are nego-
tiable. mls #1004173

Located less than 3 miles from 
Main Street with over 19 acres of 
usable land, this true log cabin was 
added to an existing farmhouse. 
Barn, meadow, views off the upper 
tier. A blank canvas 4 bedrooms, 
stone fireplaces, retro kitchen, fan-
tastic sleeping porch. This property 
has endless possibilities! Offered at 
$3,575,000. mls #106429

Nestled among mature trees and 
bordered by a gentle creek, this 
home offers a serene escape with 
the comfort of nearby city ameni-
ties. Enjoy evenings by the fire pit 
and nside you will find an inviting 
living area perfect for gatherings 
or quiet nights in. Recent updates 
include a new roof. Offered at 
$685,000 mls # 1002204

Harris Lake area this move-in con-
dition 3BD/2BA is a stone’s throw 
to Harris Lake and 2 blocks to Main 
Street. Open kitchen/living area 
with a stone fireplace with gas logs. 
Wing plan on one level and with 
huge wrap around deck. One car 
garage and a full slab floored base-
ment for expansion possibilities. It is 
grandfathered as a STR. Offered at 
$1,625,000 and shown by appoint-
ment. mls #1002455

Located high atop a ridge about 7 
miles from Main Street this diamond 
in the rough is sitting upon 15 acres 
with stunning mountain vistas. The 
land is flat and usable, limited to 
one lot for a private estate. Heart 
of pine floors, huge antique beams 
in coffered ceiling, and a stone fire-
place in living room that opens on 
to a full wraparound porch. Kitchen 
is functional. Main floor master with 
ensuite bath. Upper level has 2 guest 
rooms with views and ensuite baths. 
Detached garage has a bay with 
workshop storage room and a full 
upstairs efficiency apartment. Of-
fered at $4,200,000 mls #1003081

Excellent in-town location on 
Rocky Hill Road features a level 
yard with garden area and stone 
patio. Main house features vaulted 
ceilings in the living room with 2 
bedrooms and one bath. Updated 
and in move-in condition. There is 
a covered brick patio in the back 
and a full efficiency guest quarters. 
Offered at $845,000. mls #1003964

Located on the Highlands-Cashiers 
corridor, This 2BD/1BA has a multi-
tude of possibilities, from residence 
to rental to office 1.38 acres for 
expansion. Stone fireplace, kitchen 
and bath needs updating but a new 
roof and some upgrades are done. 
Great high visibility location. Of-
fered at $515,000. mls #1004283

This true in-town location is 
about 4 blocks from Main Street. 
2BD/2BAis on city sewer for easy 
expansion. Wood floors and a fire-
place, large deck overlooking woods 
in the back. One-car carport. Laun-
dry in the rear of the carport. Metal 
roof. A great weekend getaway or 
starter home. HVAC and backup 
electric baseboard heat. Offered at 
$750,000. mls #1001893

Spectacular house off Buck Creek 
Road 3 bedrooms, plus additional 
flex spaces. Multiple fireplaces. 
Open Great Room with custom 
kitchen, plank wood floors, stone 
fireplace, a covered porch with hot 
tub spa. Master on main and upper 
floor, plus guestrooms complete 
with baths. Outbuilding. Offered at 
$1,895,000. mls #1002662

This 3BD/3BA is in-move in con-
dition. Large rocking chair porch 
connects to a huge deck and over-
looks a water feature. Main level 
features living room with vaulted 
ceilings and a real stone fireplace. 
Wood floors, kitchen with gran-
ite tops and white wood cabinets. 
Family/TV room, primary suite 
with an ensuite bath with a soaking 
tub and huge tile shower. The addi-
tional guest bedroom. Upper level 
has a bedroom with walk-in closet 
and a large hall bathroom. Offered 
at $1,399,000 mls #1004087

In the Highlands Mountain Club, 
this beautifully renovated and deco-
rated, fully furnished 2BR/2BA unit 
is close to town on the Atlanta side. 
Hardwood floors in living area, a 
stone, gas-log-fireplace, screened 
porch, bedrooms both open onto 
the covered screened porch. Beau-
tiful renovated kitchen with a wine 
cooler, stackable washer/dryer. The 
community offers a pool, clubhouse, 
tennis courts. Offered at $599,000 
mls #1004149
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•Highlands Dining•

Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p • Sun. 11a to 7p 
Closed Tuesdays

828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
at Highlander Mountain House 

Open for 
LUNCH

Wednesday-Saturday
11:30-3p

Open for
SUNDAY BRUNCH

with Blue Grass music
10a-3p

Open for 
DINNER

Wednesday-Saturday
5:30-9p

highlandermountainhouse.com
290 Main Street • Highlands • 828-526-2590

Now serving wine, 
beer & coffee! 

Open to the public!

Coffee Bar 8a to 4p daily
Wine/Beer Bar:
Thurs-Sat 5-10p

208 N. 5th St. • Village Square • Next to Pine St. Park

Sandwich shop and 
gourmet food market

Open Year-Round
Mon.-Fri.. 11:30a to 3p 

Sat., noon-4

The Secret Garden

Call (828) 305-7509 to place a pick-up order.
Catering and Custom Charcuterie

Courtyard and Indoor seating!Courtyard and Indoor seating!

Tuck into Tasty Mexican Favorites  
& the Best Margaritas in Highlands

Host your next party at Highlands Burrito  
for birthdays, game days & more!
CALL 828-526-9313 TO BOOK

DINE IN OR TAKE IT TO GO 
226 South 4th Street, Highlands, NC

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round
Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Lunch: 11a-3:30p 
Dinner: 

5:30p - closed

Open 7 Days 

531 Smallwood Ave. 828-526-9419 Highlands

Open for our 37th Season

� 

HIGHLANDS 
-BISTRO-

"Formerly Donleon's"

AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES AND CATERING 
Open Tuesday-Saturday 

BREAKFAST 7 AM-10 AM I LUNCH 11 AM-3 PM 
Open Thursday-Saturday DINNER 5PM-8 PM 

828.482.1513 I 462 Dillard Rd, Hii::ihlands, NC 28741 
Open Daily 9a to 5p – CLOSED WED. & SUN.

415 4th Street • 828-500-1827
(next to Howard Hanna RE office)

Shaved Ice
and

• Espresso
• Cappuccino
• Americana

• Hot Chocolate 

Now 
offering

Italian Organic 
Gourmet Coffees!
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•Obituary •

•Dining•

828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com
US 64w • Highlands

43 Years of Fine Dining

OPEN
7

Nights a week
5:30-9p 

Helen Elizabeth “Betsy” Gibson-Roper, age 83, 
passed away on Friday, October 9, 2026, surrounded by 
her family.

Betsy was born on January 16, 1943, in Elmira, New 
York, to the late Arcolus Welling Wyckoff  and Helen 
Elizabeth Hamilton Wyckoff. She is survived by her hus-
band of  24 years, Gerald Roper.

Betsy devoted more than 50 years of  her life to the 
nursing profession, dedicating herself  to caring for oth-
ers with compassion, kindness, and a genuine desire to 
make a difference. For 35 of  those years, she faithfully 
served the patients and families at Angel Medical Center, 
touching countless lives along the way. Her calling to care 
for others extended far beyond her profession, as Betsy 

had a true servant’s heart and a deep love for 
the community she called home. Above all, she 
treasured time spent with her family, whether 
traveling together, shopping, or enjoying a day 
getting her nails done.

In addition to her husband, Betsy is sur-
vived by her son, David Sanborn, and his wife, 
Cindy; her daughter, Candi Sanborn Worley, 
and her husband, Anthony; her grandchildren, 
Katie Markey (Adam), Joshua Carver, Justin 
Carver (Marissa), Sidney Sanborn (Chris), and 
Charlie Sanborn Mullins (Matt); her great-
grandchildren, Ali Markey and Marley Carver; 
her two sisters, Wendy Mosher (Marvin) and Amy Fields 
(Bill); one niece, Leslie; and two nephews, Ben and Ray-
mond.

Betsy was preceded in death by her first husband of  
21 years, Charlie Gibson.

Funeral services will be held on Saturday, October 

17, 2026, at 1 p.m. at South Macon Baptist 
Church, with Rev. Greg Rogers and Anthony 
Worley officiating. The family will receive 
friends from 11 a.m. until 1 p.m. Graveside 
will follow at Highlands Memorial Park with 
Rev. Danny Cannon officiating.

Pallbearers will be Trampes Stancil, Da-
vid Blanton, Jeff  Stanley, Adam Markey, Todd 
McConnell, and Eric Ferguson.

The family extends a special thank-you to 
Janie Key, Judy Constable, and Debbie Cof-
fey for the care, kindness, and love they have 
shown Betsy and her family during this time.

Kind words and expressions of  sympathy may be 
shared with Gibson-Roper family at www.hunterfuner-
alhomega.com.

The Gibson-Roper family is being lovingly served 
by the caring and professional staff  of  Hunter Funeral 
Home.

Helen Elizabeth ‘Betsy’ Gibson-Roper

•Letter •
Trump doesn’t believe in the 3 branches of government

Dear Editor:
Individual rights are at the heart of  the Constitution, 

as expressed by the framers in the document’s preamble 
with key phrases like “to establish justice” and “to secure 
the Blessings of  Liberty to ourselves and to our Posterity.”  
To establish justice, the Constitution makes no distinction 
as to wealth or status; all are equal before the law, and all 
are equally subject to judgment and punishment when they 
violate the law.

Formed in 1870, the Department of  Justice represents 
the U.S. Government in legal matters and courts of  law and 
renders legal advice and opinions upon request to the presi-
dent and the heads of  the executive departments.  The At-
torney General heads the Justice Department and the FBI is 
the principal law enforcement body for federal crimes. 

By separating the three branches of  government (Exec-
utive, Legislative, and Judicial) and giving each separate but 
equal powers and responsibilities, the framers understand-
ably assumed they were adequately protecting the people 
from any individual attempting what President Trump is en-
deavoring, to turn our 250-year-old representative democ-
racy into an autocracy.

The guardrails established by the framers would have 
proven adequate except the founders could not have imag-
ined an entire political party and a third of  America’s popu-
lation following a sociopathic, narcissistic conman and con-
victed felon (a president who purposely incited an armed 
mob, he later pardoned, to attack our Capitol to prevent the 
peaceful transfer of  power) into a death spiral leading to 
the surrender of  every value and principle upon which the 
Constitution was conceived.

Judges, recognizing their limited powers of  jurispru-
dence in Trump’s Administration, are fleeing the Justice 
Department.  They can decree, order, rule, mandate, and 
require, all day long, but (in the words of  one federal judge) 
“we have no armies - we cannot enforce our own judg-
ments.”

To protect the rule of  law and to preserve democracy, 
judges must rely on the people and the people who could 
make the difference have chosen to remain silent even in 
the face of  losing the rule of  law and our Republic.

None of  what is happening in our country today 
could possibly be happening had not this nakedly corrupt 
and morally compromised Republican Supreme Court not 
given our unprincipled and disreputable president reason to 
believe he is above the law which (according to our Consti-
tution) he is unequivocally and absolutely not.

 A salute to Special Prosecutor and distinguished pub-
lic servant, Jack Smith, for his unwavering loyalty in extraor-
dinary times.  The same to 79-year-old, Mark Wolf, who re-
cently resigned after 40 years as a federal judge to join other 
like-minded judges on the front lines to try and safeguard 
the founder’s ideals of  rules of  law and democracy.

These men know well the risks of  their undertaking, 
that well-nigh 30% of  our population disagrees with their 
point of  view and even more slumber silently on the side-
lines feigning neutrality or a pretense of  loyalty to unfit, 
frightened and unprincipled leaders.  

The framers could not have imagined any of  this lu-
nacy Americans have chosen.

David L. Snell
Franklin
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2 minutes to  
Main Street

MLS #1002100 
$765,000

4 BR/2 bath ‘yesteryear’ 
cottage with ‘Old Highlands’ 

Charm. Love it like it is, 
renovate to your liking, or use 

while building your dream 
home on the 1.21 +/- acre lot.

Have you ever  
wanted your own 

waterfall?
MLS # 1002193

$995,000
Satulah Falls is this 3.48 

acre tract just outside the 
town limits. This is the last 
piece of land owned by the 

Harbison family.

Your own Highlands 
Sanctuary

MLS #1002006
$2,999,000

Walk to town and enjoy the 
beautifully landscaped lot, 

with pond and waterfall, view 
of Harris Lake and Satulah 

Mountain. 4 BR/4 bath, very 
unique with too many  

features to list.

One of the last BEST 
locations this close 

to Main Street. 
MLS #103221 $2,700,000

Zoned B-4 (light commer-
cial) or residential. Ready 

for your renovations.

401 N. 5th Street, Highlands • 828-526-3717 • info@highlandsiscalling.com • www.highlandsiscalling.com

Commercial • Close to Town • Sanctuary • Waterfalls

Vacation Rental on 
Big Bear Pen 

MLS 1003282 
$1,250,000 

2 BR/3 BATHS. All on one 
level, garage, wood floors

LOTS of storage and 
furnished

VRBO: NO! 
Book your vacation rental 

directly and save - Highlandsiscalling.com

Bringing you service that exceeds your expectations. 

Two distinct listings with exceptional Blue Valley views • a 
four-bedroom home and a separate 34+ acre parcel with 
multiple building sites. both offering long-range vistas 
and bordering Nantahala National Forest. 

Shen-I \ \'ilson 
Broker 
sherytwllsonnc@gmailcom 
C. (828) 337.0706

tainable housing for young adults and couples. So, 
do you support HB 1072 Affordable Housing 
Infrastructure Development which would appro-
priate $50 million in state funds to establish a 
revolving loan fund at below market interest loans 
for land acquisition, predevelopment as well as all 
aspects of  infrastructure costs to support afford-
able housing development? 

Yes, I do support this bill, but I un-
derstand its limitations. The loans provid-
ed by this program would be for prepar-
ing building sites not the actual building 
of  homes or renovating other units. I 
would also like to see legislation that of-
fers income tax credits or other incentives 
to individuals who turn their Airbnb of  
VRBO into long-term rentals. Coupling 
behavioral health, housing, and econom-
ic development issues together can help 
support our homeless population and get 
them engaged with the labor and housing 
market. 

What is your stance on House Bill 169 re-
garding changes to occupancy tax regulations in 
WNC? For instance, Haywood, Cherokee and 
Leland counties have been able to change occu-
pancy tax regulations to better fit their needs. 

Yes, I would support this bill if  the 
Cherokee county commissioners, town 
council members, and community stake 
holders supported it. This bill changes 
the tourism authority’s membership rules 
in Cherokee county, limiting their terms. I 
would like the local government to have 
greater freedom and control over their 
occupancy tax rather than the state gov-
ernment. For me it is all about returning 
the authority to tax and govern to the of-
fices that are closest to the constituents in 
representation. 

Is there anything else you would like to say? 
I am counting on your vote. It is time 

for change. A new face, new ideas, and 
a new direction for NC House District 
120. Raleigh is a swamp and state govern-
ment is a big club that you and I aren’t in. 
We need representation that doesn’t bow 
down to corporate interests or special in-
terests. 

Karl Gillespie
Tell readers a little bit about yourself  and 

Rep. Gillespie, why should voters vote for you 
again? 

...Q&A continued from page 8

• See Q&A page 16

Open House, Sat., Oct. 17 from 1-3p
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scan to explore

OC TO B E R  1  -  31

Celebrate the season in Madison's Restaurant 
and Wine Garden with Bavarian-inspired dishes, 
seasonal pours and a spirited taste of tradition!

Take the Celebration Home with Prost-Worthy Goods 
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It’s Leaf-looking time in Highlands!It’s Leaf-looking time in Highlands!

338 Main St.
526-4777

Open 10am Daily 
828-482-1920 
221 N. 4th St.

(Across from Town Hall)

Stylish hats 
at affordable prices! 

Visit The Highlands Hatter 
To get your Hattitude 

adjusted!

BIGBIG
FALLFALL
SALESALE

(Shoes & Clothing)

470 Dillard Road 
Highlands • 828-716-9651

OPEN: 
Tues. - Fri.: 11a to 3p
Saturday: 11a to 1p

Book Signing  
Sat., Oct 17!

1-3p

Highlands Highlands 
Mercantile on Mercantile on 

MainMain

322 Main St. • 828-482-0818
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It’s Leaf-looker time in Highlands!It’s Leaf-looker time in Highlands!

(828) 526-5226 
450 Main St.

Highlands

• Cookware 
• Bakeware 
• Cutlery 
• Gadgets 
• Tabletop 
• Stemware 

• Small Appliances

Gourmet Kitchenware

•	 • Tinctures and oils
•	Hemp products

•	Jewelry/accessories
•	Felt decor

•	Dreamcatchers
•	Local art
•	Candles

(828)421-3546 
361 Main St • Highlands

(Next to Annawear)

JOHNNY WAS

A Highlands tradition since 1940 
Our 86th season on Main Street

Mon.-Sat.10a-5p • Sunday 12-5p
828-526-3160

355 Main Street
(in The Galax Theatre

526-4660

New New 

FALL Arr ivals FALL Arr ivals 

142 Hwy 107 Cashiers, NC • 828-743-8030
Open Year Round Mon-Sat 10-5

Modern MTN Life
Books • Gifts • Her • Home

Free People • THML • 
Mother Denim • Michael 
Stars • Vintage Havana

Jeans By:
Joes •AG • Hudson •Mother

Shoes By:
• Gola Sneakers 
• Diba 
• Blowfish 
• Matisse
and
MUCH, MUCH
MORE!

• Greeting Cards

Highlands’ 
greatest sweater 

collection!

• See Q&A page 4
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...Q&A continued from page 12

• See Q&A page 25

For too many Americans, the middle class feels like a distant dream. Please vote the Democratic ticket up and 
down the ballot. These Democratic candidates will build an economy that works for more than just the wealthiest 
among us.

John Armstrong
Tobias S. Hampson
Christina Walczyk

Justine Greene
William Jones

Russ Lunn
Janet Greene

Terry Bell

Bob Perkins
Stephanie Laseter

Paid for by Macon County Democratic Executive Committee. Not authorized by any candidate.

120

HAND CLEANING • RESTORATION • APPRAISALS

Open for the last 41 years, Shiraz has been offering wholesale prices to the 
public on its entire inventory of genuinely hand-woven oriental rugs. 

Thousands of antique and contemporary pieces from around the world.

Main Street • Oak Square
Highlands, NC 28741

www.shirazruggalleries.com

OTHER SHOWROOMS: TAMPA • NAPLES • SARASOTA ORLANDO

(828) 526-5759

30% off Cleaning & Repairs

SALE! 35%-55% OFFSALE! 35%-55% OFF
As a business owner and farmer, I 

am proud to live, work and represent this 
district. I am married to Janet Taylor Gil-
lespie, we are both fifth generation Maco-
nians. We have one son Logan, who re-
sides in Franklin. I have been involved in 
the community for many years as a mem-
ber of  the Franklin First United Meth-
odist Church; Southwestern Commu-
nity College, past trustee; Macon County 
Planning Board, past chairman; Macon 
County Fair Board, past member; NC 
Cattlemen’s Association, current mem-
ber, past president; Macon County Farm 
Bureau Board, current member, past 
president; Macon County Commissioner 

2016-2020; and NC House of  Represen-
tatives 120th district 2021-2026, current 
House Majority Whip. 

After working for a large telecom-
munications contractor, I chose to come 
back to Franklin and start my own busi-
ness. Our family has been in the regis-
tered black Angus cattle business for 
25 years. I have worked with my fellow 
legislators to deliver pay raises for law 
enforcement, state employees and the 
highest teacher pay increases in 20 years. 
We have lowered income taxes, and allo-
cated billions in Helene relief. We passed 
legislation to ensure data centers pay in-
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•HS Athletics Recap•

Brett Lamb
HS Athletic Director

A luxury boutique brand, local 
market knowledge and 

impeccable service. 

Kinzey Parker Holm 

404-858-1363 •
RealEstateBroker.Kinzey@gmailcom 

Get smoother, more youthful looking skin with our 1540 Laser Skin Resurfacing - 20% Off 
This fractional technology uses microbeams o 
energy to create areas of affected tissue that 
extend through the epidermis into the dermis. 
This triggers the body's natural healing 
process to create new, healthy collagen. 

Call 828-482-4430 or 828-349-1280 to schedule an appointment 

. . 
All Chemical Peels 

20% Off this month! 

rejuven�tewnc@gmail.com 

Highlanders capture conference crown, 
Volleyball honors seniors

It was an action-packed week 
for Highlands Athletics, high-
lighted by conference tourna-

ment thrillers, dominant shutout 
victories, and impressive cham-
pionship swim performances 
across both middle school and 
high school rosters.

Tues., Oct. 6: Volleyball 
Hosts Hiwassee Dam; MS Soccer 
Advances to Finals

The week kicked off  on 
the court as the Highlands High 
School Volleyball program hosted 
Hiwassee Dam for a pivotal con-
ference matchup.

While the JV squad suffered 
a tough 0-2 setback (25-12, 25-14), the Varsity 
team took the floor determined to avenge a 
previous loss on Hiwassee Dam’s home court. 
The Lady Highlanders set the tone early by 
taking the first set 25-17. They kept their foot 
on the gas in two tense subsequent sets, clos-
ing out matching 25-23 victories to sweep the 
match 3-0 and build key momentum heading 
into the conference tournament.

On the turf, the High-
lands Middle School Soccer 
team faced Summit in the 
semifinals of  the Tri-State 
Conference Tournament. 
In keeping with the tight 
defensive battles of  their 
previous two meetings, 
space was hard to come by. 
Bryan Munoz provided the 
game’s defining moment, 
finding the back of  the net 
for the lone goal in a gritty 
1-0 shutout victory, stamp-
ing Highlands’ ticket to the 
championship match.

Wed., Oct. 7: Soccer 
Teams Sweep Hayesville on the Road

Highlands soccer enjoyed a flawless 
Wednesday evening away from home.

The High School Varsity Soccer 
team traveled to Hayesville and secured 
a hard-fought 2-1 victory. Rowen Carnes 
supplied the firepower with a two-goal 
performance, powered by playmaking 

• See HS SPORTS page 18
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Almost the Bride of Dracula & Mid-Life Dracula
both by Dennis Snee ~ directed by Randy Lucas

October 15 - 18 & 22 - 25

Three easy ways to get your tickets: 
PAC Box Office - 828.526.9047
HighlandsCashiersPlayers.com
Scan QR code 

Free Holiday
Show

WAR OF THEWAR OF THEWAR OF THE
WORLDSWORLDSWORLDS

WAR OF THE
WORLDS

Orson Welles’

The 1938 Radio Script

Directed by Randy Lucas

October 30, 2026
7 pm

Stay for Halloween
cookies &  punch
after the show!

Both shows are in the Martin Lipscomb Theater 
at the Highlands Perfroming Arts Center

507 Chestnut Street

mean more treatment options and, in some cases, less intensive treat-
ment. Most importantly, detecting breast cancer at an earlier stage is 
associated with better outcomes.

This October, I encourage you to take a few minutes to think 
about your own breast health. Talk with your healthcare provider 
about your individual risk and the screening schedule that is right for 
you. If  you’re due for a mammogram, schedule one, or take advan-
tage of  one of  our October walk-in screening days.

At Highlands-Cashiers Hospital, it is our privilege to care for the 
women of  the Plateau. Taking care of  your health starts with you, and 
we are here when you need us.

...HOSPITAL continued from page 6

assists from Charlie Wilkes and 
Todd Vilardo.

The Middle School Soccer 
team followed up with an em-
phatic 9-0 routing of  Hayesville. 
Bryan Munoz continued his 
hot week with a pair of  goals, 
while Porter Bowers, Axel Men-
doza, Tripp Holbrooks, Rhyver 
Felshaw, Gauge Hennequin, and 
Asa Garner all added solo strikes 
in the dominant offensive display.

The Middle School Volley-
ball team secured a spot in the 
conference finals with a thrilling 
2-1 victory over Rabun Gap. 

Thurs., Oct. 8: Senior Night 
Sweep & Middle School Swim 

Championship Medals
Highlands High School Vol-

leyball hosted its regular-season 
home finale against Blue Ridge. 
Before the opening serve, the 
program honored seniors Jordyn 

Borino, Taylor Hays, and Char-
lotte Westendorf  for their dedi-
cation and leadership. The Lady 
Highlanders capped the night by 
sweeping the Lady Bobcats 3-0 in 
commanding fashion (25-10, 25-
10, 25-17).

Meanwhile, at the Buncombe 
County Schools Aquatic Center, 
the Highlands Middle School Girls 
Swim Team delivered a remark-
able performance at the Far West 

NC Middle School Champion-
ships. Despite fielding just a three-
swimmer roster, the trio of  Bella 
Batista, Nicole Shchelgachova, and 
Valerie Nadzorau took 7th place 
overall and brought home three 
3rd-place medals:

• Bella Batista (Jr. Olympian) 
led Highlands scoring with bronze 
medals in both the 50-yard and 
100-yard freestyle, setting a Per-
sonal Record (PR) in the 100 Free.

• Nicole Shchelgachova 
scored 16 team points, earning a 
bronze medal in the 50-yard but-
terfly.

• Valerie Nadzorau also 
notched 16 points, finishing 8th in 
the 50-yard butterfly and 12th in 
the 100-yard freestyle while setting 
Personal Records in both events.

Fri., Oct. 9: Tri-State  
Conference Championships

Friday brought Champion-
ship Day for Middle School teams 
in the Tri-State Conference.

• Volleyball: The MS Volley-
ball squad traveled to Summit for 
the tournament final. Though the 
Lady Highlanders dropped a 0-2 
decision, they concluded a memo-
rable, highly competitive season.

• Boys Soccer: MS Soccer 
traveled to top-seeded Rabun Gap 
seeking revenge for two regular-
season losses. In an instant clas-
sic, 60 minutes of  regulation and 
two extra overtime periods left the 
teams deadlocked.

With the championship on 
the line in penalty kicks, Coaches 
Caleb Bowers and Brent Hol-
brooks made the strategic call to 
switch Asa Garner into goal. The 
gamble paid off: Garner made 4 
huge penalty saves, while Porter 
Bowers and Darwin Frias-Ovando 
buried their spot-kicks to seal the 
PK victory and capture the Tri-

State Conference Championship 
title.

The JV Volleyball team 
opened conference tournament 
play at Summit. Summit took 
control with some long service 
rallies and took the match 2-0 de-
spite a valiant effort by the Lady 
Highlanders. That ended the JV 
team’s season. 
Mon., Oct. 12: Playoff  Push & 

Varsity Soccer Shutout
The week closed out with 

postseason action and non-con-
ference play on Monday evening:

• Varsity Volleyball: High-
lands traveled to Hiwassee Dam 
for the semifinals of  the Little 
Smoky Conference Tournament. 
The Lady Highlanders captured 
a thrilling 26-24 victory in set 
one, but Hiwassee Dam rallied 
to take the next three sets (26-24, 
17-25, 14-25, 22-25) to advance. 
Highlands now awaits seeding 
announcements on Thursday to 
learn their opponent and destina-
tion for Saturday’s first round of  
the NCHSAA state playoffs.

• Varsity Soccer: High School 
Boys Soccer turned in a polished 
performance at home, defeating 
TCEC 4-0. Michael Munoz spear-
headed the attack with a hat trick 
(3 goals), while Stephen Pierson 
added a goal. Camden Westen-
dorf  and Todd Vilardo provided 
assists to lock down the clean 
sheet.

Upcoming Schedule
• Thurs., Oct. 15: High 

School Varsity Soccer hosts Cher-
okee in a home makeup match.

• Thurs., Oct. 15: NCHSAA 
Volleyball playoff  brackets an-
nounced.

• Sat., Oct. 16: NCHSAA 
Volleyball 1st Round Games

...HS SPORTS continued from page 17

Highlands Middle School Boys win Tri-State Conference Championship title.
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FALL COLORS
FINE ART SHOW

AL
HC

SAT & SUN 10-4

OCTOBER 17 & 18

A R T  L E A G U E
H I G H L A N D S  C A S H I E R S

RECREATION PARK - CIVIC CENTER
600 FOURTH ST. HIGHLANDS NC

•Upcoming Event•

The Highlands Biulogical Station’s annual on the Half Shell fundraiser was 
held in the Valentine Meadow at Highlands Biological Station on Sunday, Oct. 
4. The rainy weather didn’t keep folks from enjoying gumbo, jambalaya, pra-
lines, and libations while shucking oysters.

Annual Highlands Biological Station’s 
...on the Half Shell fundraiser was Oct. 4

Photos by Kim Lewicki

mean more treatment options and, in some cases, less intensive treat-
ment. Most importantly, detecting breast cancer at an earlier stage is 
associated with better outcomes.

This October, I encourage you to take a few minutes to think 
about your own breast health. Talk with your healthcare provider 
about your individual risk and the screening schedule that is right for 
you. If  you’re due for a mammogram, schedule one, or take advan-
tage of  one of  our October walk-in screening days.

At Highlands-Cashiers Hospital, it is our privilege to care for the 
women of  the Plateau. Taking care of  your health starts with you, and 
we are here when you need us.

Highlands Cashiers Players present Dracula Double 
Feature and other haunting treats

Highlands Cashiers Players 
will present Dracula Double Fea-
ture and Other Haunting Treats 
October 15 - 25 at the Martin 
Lipscomb Theater in the HIgh-
lands Performing Arts Center. 
The evening will consist of  two 
one-act plays, Almost the Bride 
of  Dracula and Mid-Life Dracula, 
both by playwright Dennis Snee. 
In addition, there will be an ode 
to Edgar Allen Poe as performers 
present some of  his best-known 
works. Randy Lucas is the direc-
tor of  the evening, and Cathy My-
ers is the production director and 
set designer. 

In Almost the Bride of  
Dracula, the Count’s mother is 
nagging him about getting mar-

ried because she wants grandchil-
dren, prompting him to remem-
ber three times he almost tied the 
knot. HCP veteran Craig Eister 
plays Dracula in the first play. In 
the second play, Mid-Life Dracula, 
the Count is turning the big 4-0-
0 and is facing some angst about 
his aches and pains, as well as his 
teenage daughter and his mother-
in-law, who are giving him reasons 
to dread his birthday . Randy Lu-
cas portrays Dracula in the second 
play. 

“We’ve envisioned this to be 
an immersive theatre experience, 
encompassing more than just what 
you see on stage,” said Lucas. The-
ater goers will be greeted by cos-
tumed volunteers, the lobby and 

theater have been decorated to re-
semble Dracula’s castle, and there 
will even be a special drink at the 
concession stand. 

The cast features many HCP 
favorites, as well as some newcom-
ers and an actor who is returning 
to the stage after a long hiatus. 
Thursday and Friday performanc-
es are at 7pm, 

Saturday shows begin at 5pm 
and Sunday matinees are at 2pm. 
Tickets are available at 

HighlandsCashiersPlayers.
com, or by calling the PAC Box 
Office at 828-526-9047. The High-
lands Performing Arts Center is lo-
cated at 507 Chestnut Street, High-
lands, NC. For More Information: 
April Getz, 704-533-2714 
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Hours: 9am-5pm 
Mon-Sat 

828-526-5999
wholelifehighlands@icloud.com 
LOCATED AT 680 M 'ITII ST, IIIGlllAMDS NEcm Organic smoothie/juice

bar located 
inside Whole 

a �.&.ID Life Market 

Bronze sculpture • Paintings 
Vintage & Antique Collectables & 

Furniture • Costume Jewelry

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

...MAYOR continued from page 2

...K9s continued from page 4

• See K9s page 25

•Biz/Org News•

The winning score at the annual Highlands Scholarship Golf Tournament was a 56, shot by the 
foursome Chip Baggett, Ben Baggett, Jordan Chandler and Joel. 

The Town of  Highlands Scholar-
ship Golf  Tournament brought to you 
by the Bryson Family generated a total of  
$78,100 for the Scholarship fund. 2026 
marked the 51st anniversary of  the schol-
arship fund, initially started in 1975. 

Since then, the Town of  Highlands 
Scholarship fund has benefitted High-
lands School graduates by giving scholar-
ships to those furthering their education 
at a university or trade school. All High-
lands School graduates are eligible and 
will receive some form of  support for the 
duration of  their post-secondary educa-
tion, provided they apply each year. 

The event this year was held at Cul-
lasaja Club, where the Club’s staff  went 
above and beyond to make this a memo-
rable event, hosting a record 35 teams. 
Event Chair, Brian Stiehler said, “It is 

an honor to have the support and part-
nership of  the Bryson Family because it 
enables us to generate substantially more 
for the Town of  Highlands Scholarship 
Fund. This is such a unique program, and 
we know the community has been, and 
will continue to be, behind this 100%.” 

Highlands Mayor, Pat Taylor, said, 
“the Town is so fortunate to have Bryson 
Family’s support for this important annu-
al event. We couldn’t ask for a better Club 
to host the event than Cullasaja Club. 
Without the Club, we wouldn’t have had 
that kind of  success.” 

The winning score was a 56, shot by 
the foursome Chip Baggett, Ben Baggett, 
Jordan Chandler and Joel. Next year’s 
event is tentatively scheduled for Sept. 
20, 2027 at Cullasaja Club.

HS students, Aiden 
Dendy, Pierre Dami-
an, Francisco Gooch, 
Chase Kenter and 
Blaine Dendy attend-
ed the tournament 
where they guided 
the putting contest 
and volunteered as 
spotters on the Par 
3 contest, where a 
2026 Ford Bronco 
was the prize for a 
hole-in one (no win-
ners unfortunately), 
courtesy of Franklin 
Ford and Mitzie and 
Hammond Raurers.

Highlands Scholarship Tournament nets 
thousands for cause

has installed new, larger utility poles. Yet, 
we also have a proliferation of  double 
pole areas where communication pro-
viders continue to use the older poles 
and have not attached to the new town 
poles. In addition, with the ongoing sus-
pension of  landline services, those large, 
heavy copper communication lines are no 
longer needed. I believe they need to be 
removed since fiber optic lines are now 
the standard.

The board will also hear an update 
from the Highlands Greenway on a new 
trail they plan to build on property near 
Sherwood Forest and US 64. The High-
lands Greenway has been planning this 
nature trail for several years, and con-
struction could begin next year.

Finally, the board will hear a report 
from Chief  Andrea Holland on recent 
bear-hunting activity within town limits. 
She will review town ordinances and state 

statutes concerning bear hunting. A rep-
resentative from the North Carolina De-
partment of  Wildlife Resources may at-
tend the meeting to explain state rules and 
procedures for bear hunting. Currently, 
discharging a firearm within the town lim-
its is prohibited, so bear hunting cannot 
occur in Highlands. I foresee no changes 
to this ordinance because it is a critical 
public safety issue, not to mention the 
noise issue. The board has reviewed this 
hunting issue several times, and it will be 
on the agenda for this meeting. I hope this 
discussion gives the public and the board 
clear information on what the town can 
and cannot do in this situation.

The October Community Coffee with 
the Mayor will be this Friday, October 16 
at 11 am at the Hudson Library. I will be 
talking with Tom Neal of  the Highlands 
Cashiers Hospital concerning workforce 
housing issues. Hope you can join us.

roes enjoy a comfortable, healthy and dig-
nified retirement. 

Officers dedicate a lot of  their time 
to becoming a K9 handler. According to 
Fosler, it can take upwards of  two years 
to get a dog up and running and then it’s 
dependent upon their specialties and the 
handler, but from that point on training is 

every week.
K9s do a lot to help law enforcement. 
“Trained dogs can do things that hu-

mans cannot, they do things that comput-
ers cannot do,” said Fosler. “They are a 
tool that keep narcotics off  the street, lo-
cate missing children, apprehend suspects 
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EARLY VOTING OCT 15 - OCT 31 • ELECTION DAY NOV 3

For a better

FUTURE
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Support Public Education
» Fully fund our schools
» Focus on our children’s needs
» Expand technical & professional training

Affordable Healthcare
» Increase access to primary care
» Recruit more healthcare workers
» Lower health insurance costs

Dedicated husband, father, high school teacher, coach and 
2nd lieutenant in the NC Army National Guard committed to 

serve Macon, Clay, Cherokee and Graham counties.

CalebBrownForNC120

Visit us at:

Reduce Cost of Living
» Electricity - stop data centers
» Reduce insurance costs
» A�ordable housing incentives

Learn more:



Spiritually Speaking 

Pastor Dan Robinson
Highlands Central Baptist 
Church
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 • Places to Worship •

BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor 706-782-3965
Sundays: School:10 a.m. , Worship:11 

Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7p 
5th Sunday Singing featuring Georgia Mountain Trio;

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Senior Pastor: Rev. Amy Spivey

Assoc. Pastor: Rev. Wonyeong Lee828-743-5298
Sundays: School at 9:30; Worship & Kids Worship 10:30

 GRACE CHAPEL ON HIGH HOLLY
9615 Dillard Rd Scaly Mountain, N C.

Pastor Steve Kerhoulas. http://www.Graceonhighholly.com
Sunday School 9:45; Worship 11; Prayer Service Wed 5:30p 

Men’s and Women’s Bible Study throughout the week 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

The Rev’d Dr. Marc Robertson & Rev. Nick McGee
464 U.S. Hwy. 64E, Cashiers, NC 

CAC@christanglicancashiers.org • 828-743-1701
Sunday: Adult Christian Ed, 9:15a; Holy Eucharist, 10:30a; 

Fellowship 11:45a; Wed: Bible Study/Contemplative Prayer, 5p
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY. CASHIERS

743-5470 • www.cashiers.church
Sun. 10:45a; Wed Study5:15p supper and childcare.

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH
283 Spring Street - Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m. 

CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH

www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC • Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  

Sun: Service 10:45am, Children’s 10:30am
Wed.: Youth 5:30-7pm; Women’s Bible Study: Mon. 4:30pm, Tues. 

10am; Men’s Bible Study: Wed. & Thurs. 7am @ Zookeeper
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. W. Bentley Manning, Rector • 526-2968
5th and Main streets • www.incarnationwnc.org

Sunday: Rite I, spoken, 8 am in Chapel, Rite II with Choir 10:30 
am in Sanctuary, Wed: Healing Eucharist 12 pm in Chapel, 

Morning Prayer: Mon-Thurs 8:30 am in Chapel
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS

828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor • 220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Women’s 10:30 am
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Rev. Emily Wilmarth, pastor, Rev. Kelley Connelly Asso. Pastor
828-526-3175 • fpchighlands.org

Sun.: Adult Ed.: 10a; Worship 11a.; Tues: Men’s Group 10a;
 Wed: Bell Choir 4p. Chancel Choir:5:30p
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH

(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 
Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am

GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship

242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville. NC • 743-2729 • Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a. Worship 11a & 7p. Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson • 11339 Buck Creek Road
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily 

sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a. & 6p. Wednesday Worship is 6p
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

 Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376
In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services

 909a Bluegrass and 11a Traditional
 www.highlandsmethodist.org

HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA
2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741

Rev. Ken Langsdrof
Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.

Visit our website: Holy Family Lutheran Highlands NC
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH

8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11. Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.

MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
Franklin • 828-634-1312 • mountainsynagoguewnc.com.

Rabbi led service 3rd Saturday AM, Rosh Hashanah & Yom 
Kippur. 

MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 
743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 

Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church. 4224 Big Ridge 
(4.5 miles from NC 107) 

Weds: Youth Group 6 p.m.; Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; 
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  

CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone – 526-2418
Sat. 4pm thru Oct 24.; Sun. - 11am 

SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby

Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Richard Salmonson

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
ST. JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

Mass: Sun. 9a (English); Mon. 9:30a (Vatican II in Latin); Tues. 
7p (Spanish); Wed.,9:30a (English)

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: • 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood

Sunday Service (summer): 9am & 11am
Visit our website: www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com 
Bazaar Barn outreach is open Fri & Sat. 11am-3pm

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 
85 Sierra Drive. Franklin • uufranklin.org  

Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers • 828-743-2122
Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am

• See SPIRITUALLY page 23

The World’s 
Greatest 
Problem

It’s been almost 50 years (January 1977).
I had just completed my 1,000 mile-plus-minus 

drive from Candler, NC to Fort Worth, TX.
It was Texas cold that night with snow already cov-

ering the ground. 
I parked my 1970 Chevrolet in front of  the Rotun-

da of  the Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary. I 
entered that imposing building and stood on a marble-
like floor reflecting an inlaid map of  the world.

So far as Southwestern was concerned, that said it 
all. It was a seminary whose objective was reaching the 
entire world for the Lord Jesus Christ.

Why? Because Lostness is the greatest problem in 
the world.

Lostness speaks simply (yet thoroughly) of  a rela-
tionship between mankind and a Holy God that was lost 
in the Garden of  Eden when Adam and Eve sinned. 
It was restored however, when the Lord Jesus Christ 
died on the Cross for the sins of  all the world. Neither 
church membership, baptism or good, clean moral liv-
ing can achieve this restored relationship the Bible calls 
Salvation. Only a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.

All other problems are temporary and will be re-
solved upon our deaths. Lostness is eternal and must be 
resolved before our deaths.

This commitment of  the Southern Baptist Con-
vention to reach the peoples of  the world from every 
tribe, nation and color was emphasized again to me just 
last month.

In September my wife and I attended the Commis-
sioning Service of  our son, Seth, by the International 
Mission Board in Richmond, VA. 

He will be deployed on October 14 to Malaysia to 
work with and minister to the Deaf  population in that 
corner of  the world.

The International Mission Board (IMB) of  the 
Southern Baptist Convention (SBC) however, is com-
mitted to reaching the entire world. Reaching as many 
people as possible by as many means as possible.

Their work is noteworthy. The population of  the 
world is some 8,227,628,716. This number increases 
daily by some 238,485. Of  these numbers, some 160,101 
people are dying daily. Only God Himself  knows how 
many of  these have a personal relationship with Him 
and are indeed ready to die and to live eternally in Heav-
en with Him. 
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Highlands Police entries 
from Oct. 6. Only the names 
of persons arrested, issued 
a summons/citation, issued 
a Class-3 misdemeanor or 
those of public officials have 
been used. 

Accidents responded to: 
Oct. 6
• Vehicle 1 was backing west 

in the east bound lane of N 5th 
Street when it ran off the road and 
into a deep ditch. 

• During the week, officers 
issued 4 citations and 30 warning 
tickets.

Oct. 9
• At 12:12 p.m., officers re-

sponded to a domestic violence 
order involving an employee at a 
store on Main Street. 

The Highlands Fire & 
Rescue log from Oct. 3

Oct. 3
• At 6:43 p.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a motor vehicle acci-
dent on Smallwood Ave.

Oct. 4
• At 1:10 p.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a motor vehicle ac-
cident on US 64 west (Franklin 
Road).

• At 9:26 p.m., the dept. pro-
vided public assistance at a resi-
dence on Clear Creek Road.

Oct. 5
• At 3:36 a.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-

dence on Hardscrabble Ridge Road.
• At 11:19 a.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence on Holt Road.

Oct. 6
• At 2:16 p.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a motor vehicle acci-
dent on N. 5th Street.

• At 3:04 p.m., the dept. was 
first-responders to a residence on 
Netsi Place.

• At 7:53 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence on Webb Branch Road.

Oct. 7
• At 7:28 a.m., the dept. was 

first-responders to a residence on 
Hemlock Drive.

• At 7:44 a.m., the dept. provid-
ed public assistance at a residence 
on Cheney Lane.

• At 2:51 p.m. the dept. investi-
gated the cause of smoke at a loca-
tion on US 64 east (Cashiers Road).

• At 4:17 p.m., the dept. was 
first-responders to a location on S. 
4th Street.

Oct. 8
• At 8:24 a.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a motor vehicle acci-
dent on Hospital Drive.

• At 11:48 a.m., the dept. pro-
vided public assistance at a resi-
dence on Netsi Place.

•At 6:32 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence on Highgate Road.

• At 10:08 p.m., the dept. was 

•Police & Fire Reports•

...SPIRITUALLY continued from page 22

Highlands • Cashiers • Atlanta
828.200.3050 

bobhenritze@gmail.com •  www.firewoodcompany.us

!!! FIRE SALE !!! 
CALL FOR DETAILS

THE 
FIREWOOD COMPANY

Monica

Hair Cuts, 
Color & Styles 

for 
Men & 
Women

Balayage • Eyebrow Tints & Facial Waxing
Premium Hair Extensions

Bridal Services

322 Main Street • Highlands, NC
828-482-1112

Walk-ins 

Welcome!

• Beard 
Sculpting 
& Trims
• Luxury 
Shaves

• Men’s Cuts

first-responders to a location on 
Church Street.

Oct. 10
• At 7:08 a.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence on Queen Mountain Road.

• At 9:35 a.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a call of a tree down on 
S. 4th Street.

• At 11:13 a.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a call of a tree down on 
Pierson Drive.

• At 4:42 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence on Sunset Trace.

• At 5:40 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a Co2 alarm at a resi-
dence on Flat Mountain Estates.

• At 5:53 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a call of a power line 
down on Rural Felicity Road.

• At 10:25 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a motor vehicle acci-
dent on Buck Creek Road.

Oct. 11
• At 10:18 p.m., the dept. pro-

vided a lift-assist at a residence on 
Chestnut Hill Drive.

Oct. 12
• At 2:40 a.m., the dept. pro-

vided a lift-assist at a residence on 
Chestnut Hill Drive.

• At 8:12 a.m., the dept. was 
first-responders to a residence on 
Laurelwood Ridge.

• At 3:28 p.m., the dept. was 
first-responders to a location on 
Cullasaja Drive.

In response to these sta-
tistics the IMB operates in 155 
countries with some 3500 mis-
sionaries. The available 2025-
2026 reports to date are: Some 
2,066,251 have heard a partial or 
full presentation of  the Gospel; 
196,479 have made a decision to 
follow Jesus Christ as Lord and 
Savior: 29,937 have been bap-
tized and 7697 new churches 
have been started.

Amen! The problem of  
Lostness has been solved by all 
the people these numbers rep-
resent.

What about you?
Many years ago when Billy 

Graham preached in Australia, a 
lady responded with the follow-

ing article sent to a Melbourne 
newspaper:

After hearing Dr. Billy Gra-
ham on the air, viewing him on 
television and reading reports 
and letters concerning him and 
his mission, I am heartily sick of  
the type of  religion that insists 
my soul (and everyone else’s) 
needs saving-whatever that 
means. I have never felt that I 
was lost. Nor do I feel that I wal-
low in the mire of  sin, although 
repetitive preaching insists that I 
do.

Give me a practical religion 
that teaches gentleness and tol-
erance, that acknowledges no 
barriers of  color or creed, that 
remembers the aged and teaches 

children of  goodness and not sin.
If  in order to save my soul 

I must accept a philosophy as I 
have recently heard preached, I 
prefer to be forever damned.

Chilling words from someone 
(who as of  that writing) had made 
their decision about Lostness.

I hope you will consider what 
I’ve written. I hope you will begin 
a personal relationship with the 
Lord Jesus Christ (if  you haven’t 
already).

I hope you will discover in 
a life changing way that no one 
knows you better and no one loves 
you more than the Lord Jesus!

He is the answer to the 
world’s greatest problem!



Page 24 - Highlands Newspaper -Thurs., Oct. 15, 2026 - 828-200-1371

• Same-day service for most maintenance 
and routine repairs.

• Top-tier diagnostic & programming tools 
– just like the dealer.

•  New tire, alignment & balancing  
equipment for precision and speed.

• Same experienced technicians.

We’re proud to be a family-owned company with 43 years in the 
business, and even prouder to now serve the Highlands community.

~ Bob Saladna, Owner

Here’s what Here’s what 
Highlands Automotive Highlands Automotive 

is all about!is all about!

We service ALL domestic and foreign vehicles. 
Also serving customers in:

Atlanta, GA | Dallas, TX | Houston, TX
Come see the difference.

828-787-2360
2851 Cashiers Road, Highlands

► 828-526-9325 ◄
Generators aren't just a "thing" we do, 

generators are all we do! 

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

2460 Cashiers Road • Highlands 828-526-2395
highlandslawnandgarden.com

Kiln dried 
FIREWOODFIREWOOD
Delivery or pickup

356B MAIN STREET 
ESTATE JEWEL.ERS OF 
HIGHL.ANDS 
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#1 Family-Owned in the U.S.

Luxury Home Specialist
Licensed in NC & GA

Al Stoneham
Realtor-Broker

Cell: 828.332.9767
al.stoneham@howardhannatate.com

ALLEN TATE REAL ESTATE
LISA THOMPSON

DOG SITTING

• daily drop-in visits
• overnight & extended 

stays
• dog walking

 828.424.4637

(
COUNSELING
CENTER
OF HIGHLANDS

Offices in Cashiers and Highlands

864-481-0598
info@counseling-center.org I counseling-center.org

828-482-7417828-482-7417

Come join us 
each Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

• Small group environment
• Casual

• Breakfast included
• LIVE stream ANDY STANLEY 

(NPCC)

For more information and location
Call Bee at 404-307-1415

 HIGHLANDS 
CHURCH

Elevated Home Maintenance & Repairs, LLC
A Step Above the Rest

Carpentry • Tile Work • Drywall • Remodels
Painting • Flooring • General Labor • Realtor Punchlists

(828) 371-9071
ElevatedHomeMaintenance.com

PIANO TUNING
Professional Service Since 1985

Bob McCollum
828-507-5760

Bobboh1@yahoo.com



Highlands Newspaper -Thurs., Oct. 15, 2026 - 828-200-1371 - Page 25

•Classifieds•
FOR SALE 
COTTAGE ON LAKE BURTON 

$129,500 - North Georgia Mountains. 
1br/1ba. 1 year old with modern design, all 
appliances and furniture. Beautiful gated com-
munity.  www.sugarmillcreek.com  Tel: 912-
222-2448 

NEW MIELE SS 30” WARMING 
DR., New Allen & Roth gas log set, New 49” 
ceramic double sink top, Used Gaggenau 24” 
wall oven & steam oven, EGO line trimmer, 
New Cutter-Hammer 400amp. circuit breaker, 
and two 200amp. Main breaker, Antler chande-
lier, new moving pads. new Kenmore 3-burner 
gas grill 305-401-0568. (10/8)

17FT ALUMINUM LAKE CANOE, 
excellent condition with paddles $600. 828-
421-0124 (st. 7/9) 

1.06 AC LOT ON 8900 Buck Creek Rd. 
$79,900. 828-421-0124 (st. 7/9)

FOR RENT

...Q&A continued from page 16

NEW 2BD, 2BA, FURNISHED 
APARTMENT within a half mile of down-
town. $1,200 a month. Call 404-234-2516. 
(st.7/2)

2BD/2BATH SINGLE WIDE $1,100 
per month internet included. First and last se-
curity. Mark 828-200-0765. (st. 5/29)

SERVICES 
CREATURE COMFORTS – In-House 

Pet or People sitting. Call Peg Ellis. Retired RN. 
References available. 828-200-1028. (st. 11/20)

PLATEAU PAINTERS – Interior and 
exterior painting, pressure washing, decks, and 
sanding and staining wood floors. Division of 
Chatlos Construction. Fully insured. Free esti-
mates. Call Mike at 828-200-4071. (6/25)

HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS HANDY-
MAN – Chatlos Construction – Remodels, Ad-
ditions, Framing, Siding, Roofing, Decks, Painting. 
References. Insured. 828-200-4071. (6/25)

JUNK REMOVAL – We take anything. 
Call 828-200-0492 

CUSTOM WELDING – gates, railings, 
trailer repairs, fencing, hand rails and more. I 
come to you! Call Gavin at 828-200-4219 or 
email smallgavin26@gmail.com

NEED FURNITURE MOVED OR 
ANYTHING HAULED AWAY? Call or text 
James of Going Gone at 828-421-2655. (7/30)

• See K9s page 26

frastructure costs. We passed legislation 
to prevent Americas enemies from buying 
farmland near military bases, enhanced 
child welfare protections and ended cash-
less bail for violent offenders; passed leg-
islation to hold pharmacy benefit manag-
ers accountable and make prescription 
more affordable for families and fully 
funded Medicaid rebase with strengthen-
ing Anti-fraud measures. We have secured 
record funding for the district, including 
multiple infrastructure projects. Three of  
the four counties I represent have sub-
stantial school capital projects under con-
struction now. While I have worked with 
my colleagues to ensure the 120th House 
district has received record funding and 
enacted important state policies, there is 
still a lot of  work to be done.

What is your stance on the proposed Con-
stitutional Amendment Referendum requiring all 
voters – whether mail-in or in-person – to present 
a photo ID to vote.

I supported S921 2024, which calls 
for the voters to vote on a constitutional 
amendment requiring photo ID to vote. 
In the age we live in, photo ID is the 
norm for verifying your identity. Photo 
IDs are readily available at all DMV of-
fices for a small fee, unless you qualify for 
one at no charge. 

Given the many fiscal needs across WNC’s 
counties and municipalities, many of  which are 
supplemented by state funds, what is your stance 
on the Constitutional Amendment Referendums 
-- keeping the state income tax rate from being 
raised higher than 3.5% AND requiring limits 
on property tax increases by local governments? 

I supported S1080 2026 which low-
ers the cap on personal income tax from 
7% to 3.5%. Since 2010 the State of  NC, 
through prudent financial management, 
by the legislature has had excess funds. 
The excess revenue was appropriated to 
the State rainy day fund where they have 
been able to be used for things such as 
Helene relief. We have continued to in-
crease these reserves while lowering the 
state personal income tax. NC is consis-
tently ranked at the top of  states to live in 
and do business in while delivering record 
funding to support local needs. 

How could/should the state help with teach-
er recruitment and retention in WNC and would 
it include raising teacher pay to the national aver-
age? If  so, how would you pay for it?

The most current budget included a 
17% increase in beginning teacher pay. We 

should continue to build on that increase. 
It is important to make sure our veteran 
teachers receive the increases they de-
serve. Funding would be from the general 
fund and included in the budget. The NC 
education system must prepare students 
to compete in a global environment. 

Economic development is a significant need 
in WNC; How would you attract new businesses 
and industry to MC and WNC and how would 
you fund that program?

In order to attract new business, we 
must be ready for them. Our infrastruc-
ture must be able to support increased de-
mands, we need to continue to work with 
state, regional and local partners to pro-
vide a business-friendly environment with 
economic incentives. We need to continue 
working with our local school systems, 
community colleges and universities to 
make sure that we can provide trained 
workforce. The most important is that 
we understand what type of  economic 
development our communities want. The 
most successful economic development 
projects receive federal, state and local 
funding. 

 Do you support state funding increases to 
support mental health and addiction services in 
MC and WNC?

Yes, in the NC Legislature I support-
ed investing in a $17m match with $213m 
in federal funds for the rural health trans-
formation program which is designed to 
address longstanding challenges in rural 
health care access and delivery. Addition-
ally, the most current NC budget included 
$835m for mental health. 

 Homelessness is a serious issue in Macon 
County and other counties in WNC as is unat-
tainable housing for young adults and couples. So, 
do you support HB 1072 Affordable Housing 
Infrastructure Development which would appro-
priate $50 million in state funds to establish a 
revolving loan fund at below market interest loans 
for land acquisition, predevelopment as well as all 
aspects of  infrastructure costs to support afford-
able housing development?

Yes, I support this and other options 
to provide eligible borrowers with low in-
terest loans to develop and improve sites 
to be used for affordable housing.

 What is your stance on House Bill 169 
regarding changes to occupancy tax regulations in 
WNC? For instance, Haywood, Cherokee and 
Leland counties have been able to change occu-
pancy tax regulations to better fit their needs.

Yes, I voted for this, these are all 

requests from the various local govern-
ments. This legislation would only affect 
the current occupancy tax regulations in 
the three counties that are listed. 

 Is there anything else you would like to say?
It has been an honor and privilege to 

represent the 120th district in the North 
Carolina House of  Representatives. Our 
number one priority in Raleigh is constit-
uent services, whether you call our office, 
email us or call or text my cell phone we 
are committed to assisting in every way 
we can. I am particularly proud of  the re-
lationships we have with our local County 

and Town Boards and our ability to work 
together as a team for the betterment of  
our community. One example is when 
the Highlands Mayor Pat Taylor set up 
a meeting with himself, some concerned 
constituents, Senator Corbin and myself  
to discuss the funding needs for dredging 
of  Mirror Lake. We were able to secure 
a $5m grant to protect the Town’s water 
supply. This is just one of  many appropri-
ations we have been able to work together 
on. During this upcoming election, I ask 
for your consideration and vote.

...K9s continued from page 20
and provide comfort for those who need 
it such as members of  the department or 
victims of  crime. Their noses supersede 
any technology.”

K9, a phonetic shorthand for the 
word canine, was first popularized during 
World War II in 1942 when the U.S. Army 
created the official War Dog Program. 
The U.S. program that started on March 
13, 1942, was a World War II military ini-
tiative that trained thousands of  dogs for 
combat, scouting, and guard duty.

Fosler has been a law enforcement 

officer for 25 years, 21 served in a large 
agency in Colorado before moving to Ma-
con County. She started her bloodhound 
career in 2012 when she earned her first 
bloodhound, Jessie, and began to train 
her. In 2014, Fosler and her first K9 be-
gan working with the Jefferson County 
Sheriff ’s Office. 

That same year in addition to work-
ing with the sheriff ’s department, Fosler 
joined a search and rescue group called 
Search and Rescue Dogs of  the United 
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POOL SCHEDULE
• Lap Swim: Mon.-Fri. 6am-

9:45am, and Saturday 10am-11pm - 
6 lanes. Water Aerobics: 18 y+ Mon.-
Fri. 10-11am with Karen Chambers. 
Adult Swim: 18y+ only. Weekend 
public swim: Sat., 11am-6pm and 
Sun., 1-6pm

PICKLE BALL 
• At the Recreation Dept. there 

are three indoor Pickle Ball courts 
and six outdoor courts.Pickle Ball 
can be played every Mon, Tues, Wed, 
Thurs. and Friday 10am-pm out-
doors for the summer 

MTN FINDINGS 
• Open: 10 am - 1 pm. Thurs-

Sat.. Spruce Street. www.mountain-
findings.org

FIBBER MAGEES
• Fibber Magee’s Thrift Store 

on Laurel Street Hours. Wed. & Fri. 
- 10a too 4p. Sat. - 10a to 2p.

FARMERS MARKET
• The “market” is open every 

Saturday 8a to 12:30p in KH Found-
ers Park on Pine Street.

ALL WEEK
• Scaly Mountain/ Highlands/ 

Cashiers Alcoholics Anonymous 
“Open Meetings” are for anyone 
who thinks they may have a drinking 
problem or for anyone interested in 
the A.A. recovery program.

• Open meetings are held at 
Scaly Mountain at Grace Chapel, 
9915 Dillard Rd., Scaly Mountain 
each Tues & Sat at 5:30 pm; 

• In Highlands at the 1st Pres-
byterian Church, 471 Main St., on 
Mondays at 5:30 p.m. and a NEW 
WOMENS’S GROUP Tuesdays at 
5:30 pm; and on Wednesdays & Fri-
days at 12:00 noon. 

• Open in-person meetings are 
also held in Cashiers at the Albert 
Carlton Cashiers Community Li-
brary, 249 Frank Allen Rd. on Sun-
days at 5 pm, on Tuesdays at 7 pm, on 
Friday at 5:30 pm and on Saturday at 
9 am. For more information please 
visit our website www.aawnc80.org 
or to speak with a member of A.A. 
24/7 call our HELP Line 828 349-
4357

Mondays
• GED Classes at the Literacy 

& Learning Center 5:30-7:30 p.m.
Mon.& Thurs.
• At First Presbyterian Church, 

ArtSpace is open from 9 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. The next exhibit will start in 
mid-August. For information contact 
fpchkelley@gmail.com 

Monday & Friday
• Karate: Build confidence, fo-

cus, and fitness with Karate! Rick 
Yinger will be offering classes Monday 
and Friday at 5:15pm. Call 828-421-
3119 for more information.

Mon-Wed-Fri
• Aerobics with Tina Rogers 

8-9am at the Rec Park.
• Balance, Stretch & Strengthen 

Class at the Rec Park 8:30-9:30am. 
The cost for the class is $30 a month 
and is led by Vivian Brewer. Call the 
Recreation Department at 828-526-
3556 for more information.

Mon., Tues., Thurs.
• The Food Pantry behind the 

Methodist Church on Spring Street is 
open from 10a-6p.

2nd Mondays
• The local chapter of PEO, an 

off-campus sorority founded in the 
1800s that provides grants and loans 
to women with financial need who 
want to return to school or further 
their education meets at 10 a.m. For 
more info call president Paula Mc-
Donald at 706-372-3004 

4th Mondays
• Highlands Planning Board 

meeting 5:30 p.m., in the Community 
Building.

2nd Tuesdays
• Highlands Writers Group 

meets on alternate Tuesday after-
noons at 3pm. Writers still uncom-
fortable with in-person gatherings 
may participate via Zoom meetings 
For more info contact Bud Katz at 
either 828-526-3190 or at budan-
dlynn@me.com 

Tuesdays
• Strength Training at the Rec 

Park 8:15-9:15 am. 
• At Wayfarers Chapel, Work-

shop for Writers – from 5-6:30 PM
Tuesdays & Thurs.
• Exercise Class with Michelle 

Lane at the Rec Park at 5:30. A combo 
class with different types of exercise. 
828-526-3556

• ESL classes at The Literacy & 
Learning Center, 6-7 p.m. 675 S 4th St. 

Wednesdays
• The Literacy & Learning Cen-

ter offers a FREE weekly Citizenship 
Class led by Faviola Olvera from 5:30 
to 7 pm at 675 S 4th St in Highlands, 
this program is designed to help stu-
dents navigate the complexities of the 
U.S. naturalization exam. 

• Digital Navigators will be at the 
Hudson Library from 10a-noon PM, 
digital navigators will host a Tech Time 
drop-in time at Hudson Library with 
the goal to assist attendees with basic 
smartphone, laptop, iPad and tablet 
skills. For more information, call the 

Library at 828-526-3031.Free and 
open to the public. 

2nd Wednesdays
• Highlands Zoning Board of 

Adjustment meeting at 5:30 in the 
Community Building

Thursdays
• Kickboxing 8:15-9:15a. at 

the Rec Park. No martial arts back-
ground necessary Contact the Rec 
Dept.at 828-526-3556 for more info.

3rd Thursdays
• Highlands Town Board meet-

ing 7 p.m., in the Community Building.
3rd Saturdays
• Greenway Workday begins at 

9a to noon at the Rec Park.
• The American Legion Post 370 

meets at the First Methodist Church 
at 315 Main St. in their community 
room/909 chapel. Breakfast ia at 9a; 
meeting is at 10a. Email ncpost370@
gmail.com or just join us at 9am.

Thurs.-Sun., Oct. 15-18
• HCP presents Dracula Double 

Feature – Almost the Bride of Drac-
ula and Mid-Life Dracula at the Mar-
tin Lipscomb Theatre on Chestnut 
Street. For tickets call 828-526-9047.

Fridays, Oct. 16 & 23
• At the Highlands Biological 

Center, Leaves of Change, 9-10a, at 
111 Lower Lake Rd. FREE. No regis-
tration needed.

Oct. 17 & 18
• Fall Colors Fine Art Show, Sat. 

& Sun., 10a to 4p. at the Highlands 
Rec park, 600 4th Street, Highlands.

Sat., Oct 17
• At Highlands Mercantile on 

Main Street, Book signing with Mar-
tha Novak “Night Frost Lane” 1-3p.m. 

• A community drum circle will 
be held Saturday from 6-8 p.m., at the 
Macon County Public Library. People 
of all ages are invited to participate. 
Bring your hand drums and rhythm 
instruments or use one of ours. In 
mild weather we drum outdoors so 
bring a lawn chair.

Sun., Oct. 18
• Open House from 1-4p at 

289 Apple Mountain Circle. 
Wed., Oct. 21
• At HC Hospital, walk-in creen-

ing mammograms from 2-5:30 p.m. 
Patients who are due for a routine 
screening mammogram may walk in, 
register, and have their mammogram 
completed without a scheduled ap-
pointment.

Thurs.-Sun., Oct. 22-25
• HCP presents Dracula Dou-

ble Feature – Almost the Bride of 
Dracula and Mid-Life Dracula at the 
Martin Lipscomb Theatre on Chest-

nut Street. For tickets call 828-526-
9047.

Sat., Oct. 24
• Mission Health hospitals will 

be hosting their annual “Crush the 
Crisis” prescription drug take back 
day on Saturday at HC Hospital and 
Angel Medical Center to help make 
safe medication disposal more ac-
cessible and raise awareness about 
the dangers of prescription drug 
misuse.

• At the Highlands Biological 
Center, Pressing Matters, 10a to 
noon at Cook Pavilion, 888 Horse 
Cove Rd. FREE. Registration re-
quired.

Tues., Oct. 27
• At the Highlands Biologi-

cal Center, The Enchanted Forest, 
5-6:30p. Meet at Valentine Meadow 
+ Cook Pavilion, 888 Horse Cove 

Rd. FREE. No registration required.
Thurs., Oct. 29
• Highlands Soccer Field Town 

Hall meeting, 6-7 in the Community 
Building next to the ballfield. Com-
munity input on future of the field 
is wanted.

Fri., Oct. 30
• At the Highlands Biologi-

cal Center, Creepy Critter Crawl, 
9-10a. Meet at 111 Lower Lake Rd. 
FREE. No registration.

• At the Sky Valley Scaly Moun-
tain Fire Dept. on Hale Ridge Road, 
Trunk or Treat dinner and haunted 
hallway 6-9 p.m. 

• HCP presents a free holiday 
show -- Orson Welles’ War of the 
Worlds 1938 radio script at 7pm 
at the Martin-Lipscomb Theatre on 
Chestnut Street.

•Highlands Area Events•

...K9s continued from page 25
States (SARDUS). 
She continued to 
train every week 
and was certified 
every year with the 
group.

In 2016, Fos-
ler got her second 
bloodhound, Ol-
lie. She and Ollie 
worked in Colo-
rado and for the 
Macon County 
Sheriff ’s Office. 
Currently, Ollie is 
retired and lives 
with Fosler and her 
husband. 

She now has her third K9, a 
Hanoverian hound named Tilly. 
The pair work for the Highlands 
Police Department. 

Fosler began planning the 
Guardians of  Carolina Police 
K9s in 2025 and started the non-
profit in April 2026.

“We are giving back to the 
dogs who gave their all to keep 
their communities safe; They 
did not sign up for the job, but 
gave 100%,” said Fosler. “Each 
handler has an unbreakable bond 
with their K9 partners and with 
our support they can keep their 

K9s and be re-
lieved of  some of  
the financial bur-
den that comes 
with going from a 
handler to a dog 
parent.” 

Fosler also 
volunteers at the 
local shelters and 
for shelter dog 
transport alliance. 
helping transport-
ing dogs out-of-
state to areas with 
larger adoption 
pools including 
13-hour, straight-

through drives to New York, 
Canada and Florida with as many 
as 61 dogs in the van. 

As with most nonprofits, fi-
nancial contributions are always 
welcome. Any money donated to 
the nonprofit goes directly to Fo-
sler’s retired canine program to 
pay for any medical costs that oc-
cur during their retirement. The 
organization will also be doing a 
Kongs for Christmas fundraiser 
at the end of  October.

To donate to Guardians of  
Carolina Police K9s, email at 
K9guardiansnc@gmail.com. 

Fosler with K9 Ollie
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SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery

450 N. 4th St. Highlands, NC
828-526-5522

www.highlandsproperties.com

Wei chert. 
REALTORS 

Highlands Properties 

Cell: 828-787-1895 
pamela.nellis@yahoo.com 

Highlands Office | 210 N. 5th Street

FAYE WURM
828.200.1345 
faye@bhhsmmr.com
2334 Cashiers Rd, Highlands
https://fayewurm.meadowsmtnrealty.com/

Of the 55,000+ BHHS agents across the globe,
Faye ranks in the TOP 2% and is a 

Luxury Collection Specialist.

Bryson’s
Food 
Store

Historical 
Village

Rest
Rooms

Hudson 
Library

Visitor 
Center

KH Founders 
Park

Police Station
Fire Station

 Ace is the Place, 

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

Country Club Properties
 Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals. 
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

Highlander 
Mountain 

House 
& 

The Ruffed 
Grouse 
Tavern

highlandermountainhouse.com

 Local Expertise, Global Connections. 
114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706Sheryl Wilson

Licensed in NC and GA

Darlene Conley
Mountain Luxury

darleneconley@howardhannatate.com

Your Dream. Your Journey.
YOU’RE HOME.

Dedicated to 
finding the home  

you’ve always wanted.
Cell: 404.427.2448

CREEKSIDE CREEKSIDE 

LIVINGLIVING

34 W. Forest Way
Highlands, NC

• 3 Bed, 3 Bath

• Creekside Screened 
Porch With Stone 

Fireplace

• Meticulously 
Maintained and 

Furnished

• STRs Allowed

Clif Gottwals
303.887.7479

Clif.Gottwals@Gmail.com

HighlandsCashiersCIRE.com
210 North Fifth Street
Highlands, NC 28741

Significant Price Reduction

Now Offered
at $985,000



PAT ALLEN
828.200.9179

JULIE OSBORN
828.200.6165

Not The Biggest...Just The Best!

www.patallenrealtygroup.com
828.526.8784  |  295 DILLARD RD, HIGHLANDS

More than
33 years of exemplary 
service in the luxury

housing market!

PAT ALLEN

JULIE OSBORN

VOTED AMERICA’S BEST by RealTrends since 2021

Cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

Open 7 days a week

526-4407
242 S. 4th St.

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

828-526-2338

 ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

43 Years of Fine Dining

MITZI RAUERS
Broker / Luxury Collection
Specialist
(404) 218-9123
mitzi@bhhsmmr.com

*Based on 2023 sales data. Out of a global network 
of 55,000+ BHHS agents.

If you want an 
award-winning real 
estate experiennce, 
choose an 
award-winning 
agent.

NOW OPEN 
7 Nights a week

5:30-9p 

For real estate, visit 
LANDMARKRG.COM 
or call 828 -743 -0510 .

your mountain story begins here—
embracing both the life you lead 

and the getaway you crave

Bee Gleeson
Broker | Realtor® | 404.307.1415

BeeGlee4@Gmail.com

Pat Gleeson
Broker | Realtor® | 828.782.0472

PatrickGleeson4@Gmail.com

Jessica Haberkern
Broker | Realtor® | 254.718.7494

JessHaberkern@Gmail.com

HighlandsCashiersCIRE.com | 210 North Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741

We Serve to Help You 
with Life's Next 

Chapter ... Beginning 
with Coffee and a 

Conversation.


