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Treasured finds get new life at  
Satolah Creek Farm

By John Warner
Just south of  the North 

Carolina and Georgia state lines 
on Highway 28 lies Satolah 
Creek Farm, a rustic country 

Mountain Findings volunteers enjoyed a “curated” afternoon touring Satolah Creek Farm’s placement of treasures.

destination venue renowned for 
its scenic beauty and charming 
guest accommodations.

Recently, the farm’s owner 
and operator, Pippa Seichrist, 

opened her doors to a special 
group of  guests: the volunteers 
of  Mountain Findings. The ex-
clusive tour offered volunteers 

7 years after Mission deal, HCA disputes 
state’s authority to enforce agreement

By Ted Clifford
Asheville Watchdog

In 2018, the North Carolina 

Attorney General’s Office waded 
into the contentious sale of  the 
nonprofit Mission Hospital to 

healthcare giant HCA. The of-
fice had concerns about the sale. 

Reducing drug harm in 
NC mountain counties

By Walker Livingston
Carolina Public Press

In strip malls across rural 
parts of  Western North Caro-
lina, a grassroots harm reduction 
movement has taken root. In 
counties from Madison to Ma-
con, volunteers deliver safe sup-
plies to people using drugs, they 
test substances without judgment 
and provide things like clothes 

and food, too.
They are saving lives with-

out stigma, advocates say. 
Communities in rural parts 

of  the region have long struggled 
with methamphetamine usage, 
while narratives of  opioid abuse 
have swept the whole Appala-
chian region. 

But many individuals who 

NC deputy loses job, faces SBI 
probe over alleged Flock misuse
By Walker Livingston 
Carolina Public Press

A sheriff ’s deputy in Macon 
County has been fired for mis-
use of  Flock Safety equipment, 
months after county canceled con-
tract with the automated license 
plate reader company the Sheriff ’s 
Office recently announced.

This firing is not the first of  
its kind in North Carolina, and 
comes after backlash has grown 

widespread against the technol-
ogy. Macon County, in the state’s 
southwestern corner, had previ-
ously ended its Sheriff ’s Office 
contract with Flock, despite Sher-
iff  Brent Holbrooks’ insistence 
that it was a crucial tool.

Holbrooks wrote in an Oct. 
20 press release posted to Face-
book that his office received an 
alert on Oct. 16 from a “credible 

Highlands’ Mayor Pat Taylor weighs in
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Eager to get the deal done, HCA made 
concessions. 

In the deal, the Nashville-based com-
pany agreed to keep rural satellite hospi-
tals open for 10 years, not just five; across 
the system services and facilities would be 
maintained.

Under the conditions of  the 2018 
sale of  Mission Healthcare, it was agreed 
to keep outlying hospitals open for at 
least 10 years instead of  the first pro-
posed five years,” said Highlands Mayor 
Pat Taylor who kept tabs on the process 
from day one. “The residents of  Cashiers 
and Highlands have been very pleased 
with the operation of  our hospital these 
past seven years.” 

HCA also agreed to the appointment 
of  an independent monitor to make sure 
that they were following the agreement – 
and the agreement empowered the attor-
ney general to sue them if  they weren’t. 

In December 2023, the attorney 
general’s office did just that. Brought by 
then Attorney General Josh Stein, now 

governor, and continued under Attorney 
General Jeff  Jackson, it accuses HCA 
and Mission Hospital of  violating the 
asset purchase agreement by effectively 
discontinuing emergency and oncology 
services at the hospital in 2023.

“The 2018 agreement also required 
that basic services would not be reduced 
or eliminated,” said Taylor, “but, as a mat-
ter of  record services at the Highlands 
Cashiers Hospital have been expanded, 
not reduced.

However, now, three years into the 
lawsuit, HCA is claiming that the office 
does not have the constitutional authority 
to sue them for violating what they de-
scribe as a contractual dispute. 

“Neither the North Carolina Consti-
tution nor any statute authorizes [the at-
torney general] to sue a private buyer on 
behalf  of  a private seller,” attorneys for 
HCA argued in a motion to dismiss filed 
October 15. 

Taylor said he is concerned about 
• See HCA page 11

...HCA continued from page 1

Well, as of  November 
3rd all the campaign-
ing hype and hoopla 

is over. Now is the time the new 
government configurations be-
gin planning for the coming 
year and beyond. Let me reflect 
on what I would like to see hap-
pen after newly elected officials 
are sworn in at the beginning 
of  the year.

First, on the federal level, 
we will have a new congress-
person for the 11th district, Jamie Ager.

My goal is to approach his office 
about getting federal funding for the 
skybridge and parking lot project at Dry 
Falls. Those warning signs of  congestion 
just do not solve the problem.

My first step for me will be to contact 
the US Forest Service about current cost 
estimates for the Sky Bridge project. I will 
urge the congressperson to advocate for 
funding the project, and for the state to 

partner with the feds on making 
this critical project a reality.

At the state level, the elec-
tion created a real shift in power, 
with Democrats taking control 
of  the state House of  Represen-
tatives and possibly splitting the 
state Senate evenly. Republicans 
will no longer have supermajori-
ties in both houses to overrule 
Governor Stein’s vetoes. Some 
may say we are facing a divided 
government scenario. But I see 

this new alignment as an opportunity for 
state elected officials to work together to 
solve critical issues.

The top issue will be to pass a bienni-
um state budget promptly, say by July 1st. 
Ok, give them until August 1st. The last 
biennium budget process began in 2024, 
with conflicts and fighting starting almost 
immediately between the Republican su-
permajorities in both houses. A state bud-
get was finally passed in the spring of  this 
year, 2026. The schools and many state 
agencies remained in financial limbo for 
almost 2 years. We can do better than that. 
Let us hope both parties can negotiate a 
state budget in the coming months. 

I hope the new state budget will fully 
fund education and Medicaid. Medicaid 
shortfalls will put stress on our rural hos-
pitals, which are already struggling to keep 
their doors open.

Also, I would like to see legislation 
that gives the state attorney general more 
authority in approving major healthcare 
and hospital mergers. The then-Attorney 
General, Josh Stein, requested such legisla-
tion after he approved the Mission Health-
care system by HCA. 

In a recent court action, HCA chal-
lenged Stein’s authority to impose condi-
tions on his approval of  the acquisition, 
such as requiring outlying hospitals like 
our own to remain open for at least 10 
years.

I would also like to see the certificate 
of  need provision eliminated in state stat-
utes, or at least changed, so more competi-
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PAT ALLEN JULIE OSBORN www.patallenrealtygroup.com  |  828.526.8784  |  295 DILLARD RD, HIGHLANDS
Voted America’s Best by RealTrends Since 2021

Not The Biggest... Just The Best!

MLS# 1003892  |  $1,750,000  |  3BR/3.5BA  This 
spacious ONE-LEVEL home offers light-filled, open 
living spaces PLUS deeded access to Lake Ravenel, 
two garages (one with workshop) and more. JULIE 
OSBORN  |  (828) 200-6165

Bring All Offers!

MLS# 1003473  |  $1,500,000  |  4BR/3.5BA 
Renovated home with sweeping mountain views, 
spacious decks, lower-level TV room, large primary 
suite with luxury bath. Gated community.
PAT ALLEN  |  (828) 200-9179

Unbelievable Views... Unbelievable Price!

•   A BOUTIQUE REAL ESTATE FIRM —INTENTIONALLY 
SMALL, BUT EXCEPTIONALLY STRONG

•          Relationships come first, and exceptional service
is never “one-size-fits-all.”

• Because we are a boutique firm, our focus is on YOU
• You deserve more than a sign in the yard
•      Award-winning marketing team
•          Top 1.5% of brokers nationwide

PAT ALLEN
(828) 200-9179

JULIE OSBORN
(828) 200-6165

CY TIMMONS
(828) 200-9762

GREG HARRISON
(828) 200-9307

Thinking About Selling Your Property?
It PAYS to Talk To Us First!

WE COVER THE PLATEAU!
HIGHLANDS  |  CASHIERS  |  SAPPHIRE  |  GLENVILLE  |  SCALY MTN  |  TOXAWAY
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HAND CLEANING • RESTORATION • APPRAISALS

Open for the last 41 years, Shiraz has been offering wholesale prices to the 
public on its entire inventory of genuinely hand-woven oriental rugs. 

Thousands of antique and contemporary pieces from around the world.

Main Street • Oak Square
Highlands, NC 28741

www.shirazruggalleries.com

OTHER SHOWROOMS: TAMPA • NAPLES • SARASOTA ORLANDO

(828) 526-5759

Cleaning & Repairs. too!

SALE! SALE! 

Bryson’s Food StoreBryson’s Food Store
Proudly Serving Highlands, North Carolina since 1977Proudly Serving Highlands, North Carolina since 1977

The best meals start here!The best meals start here!

103 Highlands Plaza, Highlands, NC • (828) 526-3775

 Open daily 
7:30a to 7:30p

Wine Tasting 
Thursdays 2-5p

Area’s Best Selection of Fine Wines!

Tom Neal CEO, CNO
 Highlands-Cashiers 

Hospital

Giving thanks this November for our team, our community, and you
•HC Hospital News•

November invites us to slow down 
and reflect on the many bless-
ings in our lives. As Thanksgiv-

ing approaches, I find myself  especially 
grateful for the people we love, the com-
forts we sometimes take for granted, and 
the simple moments that mean so much. 
Whether that is time with family, an up-
coming visit with friends, or the laughter 
of  children and grandchildren.

At Highlands-Cashiers Hospital 

(HCH) and Eckerd Living Center (ELC), 
I have much to be thankful for. First and 
foremost are our talented, compassion-
ate team members, whose dedication to 
our patients and residents is evident every 
day. They work hard to provide excellent 
care grounded in kindness, respect, and a 
genuine concern for others.

I am especially grateful for our clini-
cal teams: physicians, surgeons, nurses, 
patient care technicians, physician as-

sistants, nurse practitioners, 
rehabilitation therapists, im-
aging technologists, pharma-
cists, laboratory professionals, 
and the many specialists who 
support them. Our Eckerd 
Living Center caregivers and 
activities team also enrich resi-
dents’ lives through attentive 
care, meaningful engagement, 
and moments of  connection. 
From our Emergency De-
partment to our clinics and 
throughout HCH and ELC, 
these colleagues put patients 
and residents first, often during some of  
life’s most difficult moments.

Every day at HCH and ELC, I see 
the difference our team members make 
— not only for patients and residents, 
but also for one another. It is a power-
ful reminder of  what compassionate care 
looks like in practice. We are especially 
grateful to the families of  our colleagues, 
who share in this commitment through 
their own sacrifices. They understand the 
missed dinners, long shifts, weekends, and 
holidays that come with caring for others. 
Their patience, encouragement, and sup-
port help make our work possible.

Just as important are the people 
whose work often happens behind the 
scenes. Our environmental services, food 
services, facilities maintenance, biomedi-
cal equipment, IT specialists, registration, 
and administrative teams help keep our 
hospital and living center safe, welcoming, 
and running smoothly. From maintaining 
essential medical equipment to support-
ing registration, billing, and technology, 
these contributions make a difference ev-
ery day.

We are also thankful for the thought-
ful guidance of  our Board of  Trustees 
and for our dedicated volunteers, whose 
warmth and generosity make a mean-
ingful difference throughout the year. 
Whether visiting with patients and resi-
dents, offering companionship, or par-
ticipating in community events, our vol-
unteers share their time and kindness in 
ways that strengthen our connections 
across the Plateau.

Our work is guided by 
HCA Healthcare’s mission: 
“Above all else, we are com-
mitted to the care and im-
provement of  human life.” 
We are grateful as well for 
HCA Healthcare’s continued 
investment in our hospital. 
These capital improvements 
help us respond to the evolv-
ing healthcare needs of  our 
community. HCA Healthcare 
has recently committed an ad-
ditional $900,000 for improve-
ments and equipment that in-

clude new beds, surgical equipment, and 
vehicles and equipment that support our 
facilities and grounds. Among the practi-
cal but important additions are equipment 
to help keep our parking areas accessible 
during winter weather and a much-needed 
transport van for ELC residents. Not ev-
ery investment is highly visible, but each 
can make a real difference in the care and 
experience we provide.

My gratitude extends beyond our 
walls to the community partners who 
support our work, including law enforce-
ment, local government, our health de-
partment, and emergency medical ser-
vices. Their collaboration helps us better 
serve the people of  the Plateau.

Most of  all, I want to thank the pa-
tients, residents, and families who place 
their trust in us. We never take for grant-
ed that you have choices about where to 
receive care. We remain committed to 
providing high-quality healthcare close to 
home. Here, the people we care for are 
also our neighbors, friends, and family 
members. That connection is what makes 
a community hospital special, and it is 
why trust, respect, and personal relation-
ships matter so much.

We are fortunate to call the Plateau 
home. This Thanksgiving, I give thanks 
for every HCH and ELC team member, 
volunteer, partner, patient, resident, and 
supporter who helps make our communi-
ty so special. From all of  us at Highlands-
Cashiers Hospital and Eckerd Living 
Center, I wish you and your loved ones a 
warm and memorable Thanksgiving.
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Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742 

AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

Lori Mattice 
850-544-0162

lori.mattice@sothebysrealty.com

396 Azalea Lane, Highlands
MLS# 1003907| $1,850,000 | 3BR/3BA In Wildcat Cliffs CC. This villa has 
the MILLION dollar view and has been updated from floor to ceiling! Open 
floor plan. Sunsets from your private deck and hear the stream below. Sepa-
rate guest suite/ office with kitchenette and full bathroom. 2 car garage with 
additional space.
Lori Mattice 850-544-0162

Under ContractUnder Contract

350 Rockhouse Falls Lane, Sapphire, NC
MLS# 1004394 | $2,490,000 | 3 Br + additional sleeping areas, 3.5 baths. 
Greenhouse + firepit. On the Horsepasture River
Contact Lori Mattice 850-544-0162 & Andrea Gabbard 828-200-6742

177 Forest Trail, Highlands
MLS# 1004297 | $1,995,000 | 3 Br + additional sleeping areas, 3.5 Baths.
2 car garage, 2 large covered decks. Near: Horse paddock, lake, and hiking 
trails.
Contact Andrea Gabbard 828-200-6742

109R Rockhouse Falls, Sapphire, NC
MLS#1004418 |  $195,000 | 1.81 acres  in Burlingame CC. On the 
Horsepasture River - with several waterfalls and a swimming hole.
Contact Lori Mattice 850-544-0162 & Andrea Gabbard 828-200-6742
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• See INVESTING page 8

•Investing at 4,118 Ft.• 

PRICE REDUCTION! 
rCozy County Cottage in Highlands 

556 Shortoff Road, 
Highlands, NC 28741 

38D I 1BA I STR I + /- 0.41 ACRES 

JANET JACOBS GREENE 

What is the perfect home?

That’s a question 
I’ve thought about 
many times over 

the years in real estate. 
And if  I’ve learned any-
thing, it’s that the answer 
is different for just about 
everybody.

For some people, the 
perfect home is a beauti-
ful house with a grand en-
trance, a gourmet kitchen, 
spacious bedrooms, and 
a backyard that looks like 
something out of  a maga-
zine. For others, it’s a small cottage with a 
front porch, a comfortable chair, and just 
enough room for the people they love.

And you know what? Both can be 
perfect.

When buyers begin looking for a 
home, they usually have a list. They know 
how many bedrooms they want, how 
many bathrooms they need, and whether 
they prefer an open floor plan or some-
thing more traditional. Some want a big 
yard, while others don’t want to spend an-
other Saturday afternoon pushing a lawn 
mower.

But I’ve noticed something interest-
ing about those lists. Sometimes the house 
that checks every box isn’t the house that 
captures their heart.

And sometimes, the house they fall 
in love with is the one they almost didn’t 
go see.

That’s because buying a home isn’t 
just about numbers, measurements, and 
features. It’s about a feeling.

It’s walking through the front door 
and imagining Christmas morning in the 
living room. It’s picturing grandchildren 
gathered around the kitchen table. It’s 
seeing yourself  drinking coffee or sipping 
wine on the porch or enjoying a quiet eve-
ning with someone you love.

It’s that wonderful feeling of  think-
ing, “I could be happy here.”

Of  course, our idea of  the perfect 
home changes as life changes. As in ag-
ing (no one loves) but there is no rewind 
button in life.

The house that was perfect when we 
were raising children may not be quite so 
perfect once those children are grown. 

That big backyard where 
the kids once played ball 
can eventually become a 
lot of  grass to cut. The 
upstairs bedrooms that 
were once filled with 
laughter may sit empty, 
and suddenly a smaller 
home with fewer stairs 
starts looking pretty ap-
pealing. I’m certainly an 
example!

And that’s OK.
Sometimes we hold 

on to a house because 
of  the memories we’ve made there. We 
remember birthdays, holidays, family 
dinners, and all those ordinary days that 
turned out to be extraordinary. Leaving 
a home like that can be emotional, even 
when we know it’s time for a change.

But here’s something I believe: The 
memories don’t stay behind when we 
move. We take them with us.

As we approach Thanksgiving, I’ve 
been thinking about how fortunate we 
are to have a place to call home. It may 
not have the latest appliances, the fanciest 
countertops, or the most impressive land-
scaping. There may be a few things we’d 
like to change, repair, or update.

But perhaps perfection has very little 
to do with any of  those things.

Maybe the perfect home is simply 
one where we feel safe, comfortable, 
and welcome. A place where laughter is 
shared, memories are made, and we can 
close the door at the end of  a long day 
and feel grateful to be there.

Real estate is often described as the 
business of  buying and selling houses. 
But to me, it’s always been about much 
more than that. It’s about helping people 
find the right place for the next chapter 
of  their lives.

And the perfect home for that next 
chapter may look nothing like the one 
they imagined.

So, what is the perfect home?
I don’t believe it’s the biggest house 

on the street, the one with the highest 
price tag, or even the one with every fea-
ture on our wish list.

The perfect home is the one that fits 

Pat Allen, BIC 
Pat Allen Realty Group 

pat@patallenrealtygroup.com

The results are in.

I didn’t win but I’m still grateful.
Thank you to every person who voted, volunteered, do-
nated, knocked on doors, made phone calls, put up a yard 
sign, or simply listened. It was a privilege to represent 
you.
Congratulations to those who won. I wish them success 
in serving all of us. I believe our common bonds are 
stronger than our differences. Let us all continue to work 
on making our Macon County community a welcoming 
presence and a great place to live.

Thank you!
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FEATURED COMMUNITY 

CHESTNUT HILL 
HIGHLANDS, NC 

MORE TIME FOR WHAT MATTERS 

Housekeeping Available Lock 

and Leave Convenience No 

Lawn Maintenance 

No Gutter Cleaning 

No Exterior Painting 

No Roof Replacement or Repairs 

Social & Wellness Opportunities 

Catering Available 

BERKSHIRE 
HATHAWAY 
HOMESERVICES 

MEADOWS MOUNTAIN 
REALTY 

0 2026 BHH Atriliate; UC. An independ_entty owned and operated franctiiSee of SHH Miliates, LLC. Be_rkshire Hathaway_ HomeServiees and the �re 
HathaWay H� symbol are regrstered serv,ce marks ofC.olumb1a Insurance Company, a Berk.shire Hathaway aff�iate. Equal Housm� Opportunity. 

CON DOS AVAILABLE 
l Bedroom - $350,000
2 Bedrooms- $465,000 
3 Bedrooms- $750,000 

Chestnut Hill 
OF HIGHLANDS 

Enjoy effortless mountain living! 
Fully updated condos with modern 
finishes throughout. Relax on your 
private patio or deck, take 
advantage of the community & 
clubhouse amenities, including a 
fitness room & game space. 
Garages available! 

For More Information 
Contact Us at 828-526-7777 

�;::;\;:�:/� 
:;�i�i!!�;::j;�;;:!��;� 
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Ice Skating in the Park 
Open Thursday, November 19, 2026 - 
Sunday, February 28, 2027

WINTER HOURS
Thursdays, 3:30-8pm, Fridays, 3:30-10pm, 
Saturdays, 1-10pm, Sundays, 1-5pm

THANKSGIVING WEEK
11/25-11/27, 1-8pm, Closed Thanksgiving 
Day, 11/29-11/30 1-10pm, 
12/1, 1-5pm

CHRISTMAS BREAK
12/23, 1-8pm, 12/24, 1-5pm, 
Closed Christmas Day, 12/26, 1-8pm, 
12/27-12/28 1-10pm, 12/29, 1-5pm, 
12/30, 1-8pm, 12/31, 1pm-1am, 
1/1, 1-8pm
Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park $8, 
with or without skates.

Small Business Saturday 
Holiday Stroll 
& Cookie Crawl
Strolling Carolers, cookie crawl, face 
painting, live music, storytelling and more!
Saturday, November 28
11:30am-4pm
Throughout Town

Light up the Park & Main
Santa arrives to light the town for the 
holidays!
Saturday, November 28
5:30pm
Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park

Lighting of the Menorah
Friday, December 4
5:30pm
Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park 

Highlands
Christmas Parade
Saturday, December 5
10am
Main Street

Santa in the Park 
December 5, 12 & 19
11am-3pm
Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park

Oh What Fun!

All events, other than Ice Skating, are organized and hosted by the Highlands Chamber of Commerce/Visit Highlands, NC.

CELEBRATE THE JOY AND BEAUTY
OF THE SEASON  IN HIGHLANDS

Open 8a to 4p CLOSED SUN.
415 4th Street • 828-500-1827

(next to Howard Hanna RE office)

Marnie’s

Local Artesian Showcase & 
European Candle Center

Come sip and shop!
Gourmet Italian Coffee & Hot Chocolate

your life, holds your heart, and gives you 
a place where you truly belong.

And if  you’re fortunate enough to 
have that, you may already be living in 
your perfect home.

And to the Veterans out there, your 
special day may have been yesterday but 
good people never forget good people 
and your service to our country! Thank 
you beyond words!

• Pat Allen is owner and Broker-in-
Charge of  Pat Allen Realty Group, a boutique 
and privately owned firm with 22 years’ experi-
ence as an award-winning and top producer on 
the plateau. She and her daughter, Julie Osborn, 
remain in the top 1.5% of  all agents and teams 
nationwide. She may be reached at pat@patal-
lenrealtygroup.com or 828-200-9179. Office is 
located at 295 Dillard Road. To learn more 
about her interests visit patallenrealtygroup.com

a firsthand look at how Seichrist over 
the last few years, has seamlessly woven 
treasures purchased from the Highlands-
based nonprofit into the interior design 
of  her property’s guest houses, which 
regularly host wedding parties and corpo-
rate events.

For the volunteers who dedicate 
their time to sorting, pricing, and selling 
the donated merchandise, the visit to the 
farm offered an opportunity to see how 
creative patrons give their inventory a 
renewed lease on life, elevating second-
hand finds into curated, intentionally 
styled decor.

During the walkthrough, Seichrist 
expressed her appreciation for the local 
nonprofit, noting that the store offers an 
inventory of  items possessing a distinct 
connection to people and places — a 
quality missing from retail big-box stores.

“You can find so many cool things 
there that you just don’t get at retail 
stores,” Seichrist said, adding that know-
ing the purchases directly support vital 
community causes makes shopping there 
even more meaningful.

Another unique culture surrounding 
shopping at the store is the distinct ca-

maraderie shared among those who line 
up before the doors open each week. It 
is an experience where 50, 100, or more 
people gather with shared excitement, 
building a tight-knit community of  re-
peat shoppers while welcoming first-time 
visitors into the fold.

The afternoon concluded as the 
Mountain Findings volunteers strolled 
through the various guest properties, 
playfully guessing which unique pieces 
of  furniture and decor had traveled from 
their shelves to find a permanent home 
at Satolah Creek Farm.

Mountain Findings is a nonprofit 
organization with a mission to empow-
er area nonprofits through community 
grants as well as offering scholarships to 
students upon graduation.

Donations of  gently used home 
furnishings, housewares, art, rugs, light-
ing, and general home decor and linens 
are accepted by dropping them off  any-
time at 452 Spruce St., Highlands, N.C. 
Donors can also call 828-526-9929 or 
email MountainFindings1@gmail.com 
to arrange a pickup of  items or an entire 
house pickup.

...SATOLAH continued from page 1
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Local ID is required from Clay, Graham, Haywood, Cherokee, Macon, Jackson, Swain, Transylvania, and Rabun counties from each person receiving the discount. 
*Some restrictions apply. Not to be combined with any other discounts or specials. Taxes and gratuities not included. Sundays - Thursdays. January through March 2027. Excludes holidays.

ACORNS
25% off entire purchase, 
some exclusions apply.

BOOK TODAY  |  CALL 866.526.8008

LOCAL SPECIALS AT HALF-MILE FARM 
AND OLD EDWARDS INN & SPA

JANUARY 3 - MARCH 31

FITNESS CENTER
Attend any of our f tness or  

yoga classes for $25 per class.

MADISON’S RESTAURANT
Enjoy a complimentary glass of Sparkling Wine 

during dinner at Madison’s Restaurant.

THE SPA AT OLD EDWARDS
Indulge in a luxurious 50-minute customized 
massage or an organic facial for just $175*.

HALF-MILE FARM
Stay at Half-Mile Farm starting from  
$185 per night based on room type.

OLD EDWARDS INN
Stay at Old Edwards Inn starting from 
$205 per night based on room type.
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•Highlands Dining•

Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p • Sun. 11a to 7p 
Closed Tuesdays

828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
at Highlander Mountain House 

Open for 
LUNCH

Wednesday-Saturday
11:30-3p

Open for
SUNDAY BRUNCH

with Blue Grass music
10a-3p

Open for 
DINNER

Wednesday-Saturday
5:30-9p

highlandermountainhouse.com
290 Main Street • Highlands • 828-526-2590

Now serving wine, 
beer & coffee! 

Open to the public!

Coffee Bar 8a to 4p daily
Wine/Beer Bar:
Thurs-Sat 5-10p

208 N. 5th St. • Village Square • Next to Pine St. Park

Sandwich shop and 
gourmet food market

Open Year-Round
Mon.-Fri.. 11:30a to 3p 

Sat., noon-4

The Secret Garden

Call (828) 305-7509 to place a pick-up order.
Catering and Custom Charcuterie

Courtyard and Indoor seating!Courtyard and Indoor seating!

Tuck into Tasty Mexican Favorites  
& the Best Margaritas in Highlands

Host your next party at Highlands Burrito  
for birthdays, game days & more!
CALL 828-526-9313 TO BOOK

DINE IN OR TAKE IT TO GO 
226 South 4th Street, Highlands, NC

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round
Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Lunch: 11a-3:30p 
Dinner: 

5:30p - closed

Open 7 Days 

531 Smallwood Ave. 828-526-9419 Highlands

Open for our 37th Season

� 

HIGHLANDS 
-BISTRO-

"Formerly Donleon's"

AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES AND CATERING 
Open Tuesday-Saturday 

BREAKFAST 7 AM-10 AM I LUNCH 11 AM-3 PM 
Open Thursday-Saturday DINNER 5PM-8 PM 

828.482.1513 I 462 Dillard Rd, Hii::ihlands, NC 28741 
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•Dining•

828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com
US 64w • Highlands

43 Years of Fine Dining

OPEN
7

Nights a week
5:30-9p 

...HCA continued from page 2

• See MISUSE page 13

HCA’s position that those original conditions that were 
agreed to by the attorney general and HCA attorneys are 
now viewed by their leadership as not legally enforce-
able. 

The motion comes after a judge’s order in July 
handed key wins to the attorney general’s office and 
cleared the way for trial. It was filed the same day as two 
other motions from HCA. These were a motion to split 
the trial in two and a motion to reconsider a previous 
ruling on a key phrase in the asset purchase agreement. 

“‘Grasping at straws,’ comes to mind,” said State 
Senator Julie Mayfield, an attorney and founder of  Re-
claim Healthcare WNC. “They didn’t win on the sum-
mary judgment, so they’re trying any argument that they 
can to try to get out from under potential liability.”

Mission Hospital and HCA did not respond to the 
Asheville Watchdog’s request for comment. 

While lawyers for HCA acknowledge in their mo-
tion that the contract gave the attorney general the right 
to sue, they are seeking to challenge the lawsuit on a 
more fundamental level. 

“Contractual right cannot serve as a substitute for 
the official authority the attorney general needs to bring 
this suit,” lawyers for HCA and Mission wrote. The 
motion asks Judge Mark Davis, who recently inherited 
the case on the retirement of  Judge Julianna Earp, to 
dismiss the case for lack of  jurisdiction on the attorney 
general’s part. 

The attorney general’s office also did not respond 
to a request for comment 

The motions were filed by law firms Latham & 
Watkins, Kirton McConkie, and Asheville-based law 
firm Roberts & Stevens, which represents Mission. 

“You don’t get to sign something and respect that 
agreement for seven years, and then suddenly show up 
and say, ‘Hey, you don’t have any authority to do this,’” 

Mayfield said. 
What did HCA agree to? 
While the deal that emerged from the sale of  Mission 

Hospital to Nashville-based HCA Healthcare has often 
been criticized as too soft, Mark Hall, a professor of  law 
at Wake Forest who authored an article on the sale, found 
that the attorney general imposed unusually strong restric-
tions. 

The North Carolina attorney general has the power 
to review the sale of  nonprofit hospitals. However, the 
scope is normally limited to ensuring that the assets of  the 
sale are being appropriately transferred into a new non-
profit. In this case, that was the future Dogwood Health 
Trust. 

But during negotiations for the sale of  Mission, 
the attorney general’s office became concerned, accord-
ing to internal documents. The office “determined that 
[Mission’s] board appeared to be overly influenced by the 
views of  the hospital’s CEO [Ronald Paulus],” Hall wrote. 

Paulus and the hospital’s chief  consultant on the sale 
also had “potentially serious conflicts of  interest (in the 
form of  prior or anticipated business dealings with HCA) 
that had not been adequately disclosed to the board,” Hall 
wrote in his report, “Lessons Learned from HCA’s Pur-
chase of  Mission Hospital in Asheville, North Carolina.” 

This prompted the attorney general to take what Hall 
described as “fairly aggressive action.” After more rounds 
of  negotiations, HCA and Mission agreed to keep ser-
vices and hospitals open for 10 years and to allow an inde-
pendent monitor to ensure they kept their commitments.  

To enforce these provisions, the final draft of  the as-
set purchase agreement gave the attorney general the right 
to sue to enforce the agreement on Dogwood’s behalf. 
This right has not been in dispute up until now. 

The purchase agreement allowed the attorney gen-
eral’s office to be a “third party beneficiary” to aspects of  
the deal. Typically, a third party beneficiary does not sign a 
contract, but they are allowed to enforce it. 

The conditions of  the deal “equal or exceed the 
strongest examples that can be found from other such 
transactions,” Hall wrote. 

Until this filing, the Watchdog has been unable to 
find any public statements from HCA or Mission that 
they believed the attorney general did not have the right 
to bring a lawsuit. At a public forum earlier this year, rep-
resentatives of  the independent monitor told community 
members that Dogwood and the attorney general’s office 

were responsible for enforcing the purchase agreement. 
Representatives of  Mission who were present did 

not object. 
“Even in the public sphere I’ve never heard of  any-

one even hint at the idea that the attorney general was 
acting improperly with this lawsuit,” said Aaron Sarver, a 
spokesperson for Reclaim Healthcare. 
Other motions seek new showdown over key phrase

The motion to dismiss was accompanied by motions 
to bifurcate the trial as well as a motion to reconsider 
Earp’s decision on summary judgment. 

Both motions concern a key requirement of  the as-
set purchase agreement: that HCA “shall not discontinue 
the provision” of  certain services. 

In their motion to reconsider, lawyers for HCA asked 
the court to withdraw Judge Earp’s summary judgement 
that that “provision” required Mission Hospital to  “to 
take all steps necessary to actually provide the services” 
in the purchase agreement.  

“This… ruling is not a matter of  simple semantics 
— if  “provision” means what Judge Earp said it means, 
it will substantially and materially impact the day-to-day 
operation of  Mission Hospital,” HCA’s attorney wrote. 

The motion to reconsider is closely linked to the 
motion to bifurcate the trial. In seeking to split the case 
into two trials, attorneys for HCA argued that the first 
phase of  the trial should be to determine the meaning of  
the phrase “shall not discontinue the provision.” The sec-
ond phase should be to determine whether the company 
breached that provision. 

Doing so would “achieve efficiency and avoid hear-
ing weeks of  evidence that ultimately may prove to be 
irrelevant,” HCA’s attorneys argue. 

Taylor said in recent months community healthcare 
advocates have had constructive meetings with HCA 
leadership in addressing operational concerns at Mission 
Asheville, the Level 1 Trauma Center for WNC. 

“I hope this new legal position that HCA is em-
bracing will not hinder future advancements in care at 
Mission Hospital in Asheville, and all the other outlying 
facilities,” he said.

• Asheville Watchdog is a nonprofit news team producing stories that 
matter to Asheville and Buncombe County. Ted Clifford is The Watch-
dog’s investigative reporter focusing on healthcare. He can be reached at 
tclifford@avlwatchdog.org. The Watchdog’s local reporting is made pos-
sible by donations from the community. To show your support for this vital 
public service go to avlwatchdog.org/support-our-publication/.

outside agency” that one of  his deputies was abusing the 
software. The sheriff  placed the deputy on administrative 
leave, and conducted an internal affairs investigation, the 
post said. 

“After the conclusion of  the internal affairs investiga-
tion, Sheriff  Holbrooks determined that the appropriate 
course of  action was termination of  the employee,” the post 
said.  

Chief  Deputy Dereck Jones told the Smoky Mountain 

News that the North Carolina State Bureau of  Investiga-
tion is now investigating the deputy, Jonathan Bean. Bean, 
who had been with the Sheriff ’s Office since 2016, declined 
a Carolina Public Press request to comment.

This news comes three months after Macon County 
commissioners unanimously voted to end the county’s 
contract with the technology company on July 16. 

As of  March, Macon County had 12 Flock cameras 
operated by the Sheriff ’s Office. Four more were oper-

...MISUSE continued from page 1
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November 

PDO Threads - 20% Off 
Dissolvable sutures are inserted into the skin to lift, tighten, and rejuvenate sagging or aging areas. They stimulate collagen production, improving skin elasticity and texture over time! 

Prices vary depending on type and 
number of threads used. Please call or 

check our website for pricing. 

Pumpkin Harvest Glow Facial - $99

.a 
Fall into your glow with our November facial, 
featuring pumpkin enzymes and lactic acid 
for a smoother, brighter complexion just in 

time for the holidays. � 
Red L;ght Tbmpy add-on''';,. :-

.,,.. 
,. 828-482-4430 I 828-349-1280 www.rejuvenatewnc.com

�E llFE 
�!� 

Hours: 9am-5pm 
Mon-Sat 

828-526-5999
wholelifehighlands@icloud.com 
LOCATED AT 680 M 'ITII ST, IIIGlllAMDS NEcm Organic smoothie/juice

bar located 
inside Whole 

a �.&.ID Life Market 

Bronze sculpture • Paintings 
Vintage & Antique Collectables & 

Furniture • Costume Jewelry

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

On the corner of 3rd and Spring 
(828) 526-4818

Read Highlands Newspaper, Highlands’ only locally owned newspaper, free from every-
where – on the street or on the web.

Digital version at www.highlandsnewspaper.com
Click on Local News. Delivered and uploaded every Thurs. AM

Sapphire, Lake Glenville, Cashiers, Highlands, Scaly Mountain, Otto and Franklin

•HS Athletics Recap•

Brett Lamb
HS Athletic Director

Varsity Boys Soccer season ends in  
heartbreak; Middle School Basketball 

opens campaign

In a thrilling postseason 
showdown, the High-
lands High School varsity 

boys soccer team saw their 
exceptional season come to 
an agonizing end, falling to 
rival Blue Ridge in a penalty 
kick shootout after a grueling 
third-round playoff  battle.

Blue Ridge struck first, 
taking an early 1-0 lead be-
fore Highlands’ Michael Mu-
noz answered back to tie the 
match at 1-1. Blue Ridge re-
claimed the momentum late 
in the first half, striking just 
before the whistle to carry a 2-1 advan-
tage into halftime.

Early in the second half, Blue Ridge 
extended their lead to 3-1 after convert-
ing a penalty kick, placing the Highland-
ers in a steep deficit. Showing incredible 
resilience and grit, Highlands launched a 
ferocious comeback. Munoz found the 
net once again to narrow the gap, and a 
subsequent own goal forced by Highlands 
pressure pulled the match even at 3-3.

The momentum fully shifted when 
Rowen Carnes buried a clutch goal to give 
the Highlanders a 4-3 lead. However, Blue 
Ridge managed to answer late in regula-
tion, forcing the game into extra time tied 
at 4-4.

Through two 10-minute overtime 
periods and two additional five-minute 
golden-goal periods, neither side could 
break through as both defenses held firm. 
Forced into a dramatic penalty kick shoot-
out to determine who advanced to the 

fourth round, Blue Ridge ul-
timately edged out Highlands 
3-2 on PKs.

Despite the heartbreak-
ing end, Highlands wrapped 
up a stellar campaign with a 
15-3-3 overall record, a sec-
ond-place finish in the con-
ference, and a deep run into 
the third round of  the state 
playoffs.

Middle School Basket-
ball Opens Season Against 
Towns County

On the hardwood, the 
Highlands Middle School 

basketball teams officially kicked off  
their season with a home doubleheader 
against conference foe Towns County.

In the girls’ matchup, the Lady In-
dians applied a relentless man-to-man 
press early on, making it difficult for the 
Lady Highlanders to execute their offen-
sive sets. Towns County ultimately pulled 
away for a 44-8 victory. Akira Nolan, 
Valerie Olvera, Riley Brooks, and Riley 
Bryson provided the scoring for High-
lands, each contributing two points.

The middle school boys’ game 
proved to be a tight battle early, with 
Towns County holding a 24-16 edge at 
the end of  a competitive first half. In the 
second half, Towns County’s hot shoot-
ing and aggressive defensive pressure 
proved to be the difference, pulling away 
to secure a 35-22 win over the Highland-
ers. David Rogers led Highlands with 9 
points, while Porter Bowers and Krim-
son Rathbone added 4 points each.

Waiting is not easy, but waiting with 
trust in God can also provide space, rest. 
Maybe we can look at waiting like sab-
bath. A time to pray and to take note of  
what God is doing. We can trust in what 
God has in store, and we can trust that 
God might be having us wait to build up 

our faith.
Waiting is not easy. But we trust in 

a God who waits with us. We trust in 
a God whose divine will is love. And 
whose timing is never wrong. We trust in 
a God whose surprises for our lives will 
amaze us. And are always worth the wait.

...SPIRITUALLY continued from page 14
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...MISUSE continued from page 11
ated by the school system. Combined, they 
picked up 4.6 million license plates. 

Many counties across North Carolina 
have decided to end their contracts with 
Flock Safety, which manufactures ALPRs, 
or automated license plate readers. Flock 
cameras take images of  license plates at a 
singular point in time and enter them into 
a database where artificial intelligence cata-
logs vehicle characteristics, like a vehicle’s 
make, model and color. 

Flock is not the only company that 
manufactures ALPRs — other ALPRs 
across the country come from vendors 
such as Axon and Motorola. But Flock 
maintains a network of  data on every car 
it has detected, which allows law enforce-
ment agencies across the country to search 
for a specific vehicle’s location history 
across the more than 120,000 Flock cam-
eras in the country.  

During the July meeting, Sheriff  
Holbrooks fielded questions from county 
commissioners about the technology, 
which he said was necessary when it comes 
to investigating major crimes. 

“Capturing license plate informa-
tion in public places does not constitute a 
Fourth Amendment violation,” Holbrooks 
said, referring to assertions that such data 
capture infringes on individuals’ rights to 
avoid unreasonable search. 

After that decision by the commis-
sioners, Flock cameras in the county were 
covered up and later removed by represen-
tatives from the Atlanta-based tech com-
pany, Commissioner Barry Breeden told 
Carolina Public Press last week. 

Though the county no longer owns 
or operates Flock cameras, some counties 
in North Carolina, like Mecklenburg, still 
have memorandums with the company 
that allow them to access the Flock sys-
tems of  other state and local law enforce-
ment agencies. 

The Macon County Sheriff ’s Office 
has not responded to requests for com-
ment from Carolina Public Press. They 
have also not yet provided the Flock audit 
logs, for which CPP submitted a public re-
cords request on Oct. 22.  

Establishing Flock guardrails
ALPRs are drawing a lot of  concerns 

for law enforcement across North Caro-
lina. The SBI issued a best practices docu-
ment for law enforcement on Sept. 22, in 
partnership with the NC Sheriff ’s Associa-
tion, NC Association of  Chiefs of  Police 

and the NC Police Executives Association. 
These guidelines are not law per se, but a 
suggestion for law enforcement agencies. 
Some of  the practices include establishing a 
clear policy for use of  ALPR technology — 
like prohibited uses and delineating prob-
able cause from a simple license plate “hit.”

Another guideline was that agencies 
should set data retention standards for how 
long they will retain license plate data. Flock 
announced on Aug. 13 that its cameras will 
now only store information for seven days, 
unless the data is related to a criminal inves-
tigation. This does not pertain to how long 
agencies can store data.

When sheriffs contact the NC Sher-
iffs Association about Flock, said Lauren 
Earnhardt, the organization’s executive vice 
president, she shares the best practices doc-
ument with them. She also told CPP that 
she can connect them with other depart-
ments that use the same ALPR software. 
Flock is just one company that operates this 
kind of  technology. 

These guidelines are not law, but 
North Carolina has general statutes on the 
use of  ALPR technology that were recently 
updated in the passage of  this year’s budget. 
Plate data is confidential and not consid-
ered a public record under the statute. 

Flock launched an Audit Assistance 
Tool nationally in April, as a voluntary re-
source for law enforcement agencies that 
watches how officers use the system. Ac-
cording to Flock, it does not use machine 
learning or artificial intelligence to function. 
The company has mandated that all partici-
pating agencies enable the tool by the end 
of  this year. 

More trouble in Macon
While not directly related, the situation 

involving Flock is not the only difficulty 
facing the Macon County Sheriff ’s Office 
in recent days. Three days after the Sheriff ’s 
Office announced Bean’s firing, a detective 
in the office was fired because of  “charges 
brought from an outside agency,” accord-
ing to another Facebook press release. 

David Blanton, a corporal with the 
Macon Sheriff ’s Office, was arrested and 
charged with domestic violence and dating 
violence, harassment and telephone harass-
ment by the Eastern Band of  Cherokee In-
dian Police Department. 

Holbrooks was alerted to the charges 
on Oct. 22 and fired Blanton the following 
day, according to the Oct. 23 announce-
ment.

As President of the Rotary Club of Highlands, I 
am proud of the positive impact our club makes 
in the community every day. hrough dedicated 
service projects and partnerships,
we support our neighbors and
create a lasting impact in the
Highlands area.

The Rotary Club of Highlands is pleased to
recognize and introduce the Students of the Month
of October from the Highlands School.
Elementary School: Jamie Watkins
Middle School: David Rogers
High School: Francisco Gooch
Congratulations to the Students of the Month for October 2026 
and their families!
We would like to join Club 
members Stephen Lucas and 
Sheri Holt of Stephen Lucas 
& Associates, Accounting in 
welcoming our newest 
member of the Rotary Club 
of Highlands, Scott Jackson. 
Everyone at the Rotary Club 
of Highlands welcomes 
Scott to our Club.

Please join us in
congratulating Club member Robert E. Smith on receiving the Roger 
Ackerman pin.

• November 3rd – Tommy Reinheimer will 
share the excitement of Western Carolina 
University’s College Motorsports Program

• November 10th – Rose Baugess will provide
Rotary Club members with a regional 
update from the Southwest Commission

• November 17th – Governor Paige Scott 
offers a presentation on Rotary Club 
activities around the District

• November 24th – There will be no Club 
gathering due to the Community’s 
Thanksgiving Dinner later that evening at 
6pm in the Highlands Rec Center

• Our Rotary Club of Highlands sponsored 
Bingo Night for November will take place 
on Thursday, November 12th for the benefit 
of Shop With a Cop.

UPCOMING EVENTSUPCOMING EVENTS

In November, 
the Rotary Club 

of Highlands 
will feature 

weekly luncheon 
programs 
including:
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Pastor, Emily Wilmarth
First Presbyterian Church
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 • Places to Worship •

BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor 706-782-3965
Sundays: School:10 a.m. , Worship:11 

Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7p 
5th Sunday Singing featuring Georgia Mountain Trio;

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Senior Pastor: Rev. Amy Spivey

Assoc. Pastor: Rev. Wonyeong Lee828-743-5298
Sundays: School at 9:30; Worship & Kids Worship 10:30

 GRACE CHAPEL ON HIGH HOLLY
9615 Dillard Rd Scaly Mountain, N C.

Pastor Steve Kerhoulas. http://www.Graceonhighholly.com
Sunday School 9:45; Worship 11; Prayer Service Wed 5:30p 

Men’s and Women’s Bible Study throughout the week 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

The Rev’d Dr. Marc Robertson & Rev. Nick McGee
464 U.S. Hwy. 64E, Cashiers, NC 

CAC@christanglicancashiers.org • 828-743-1701
Sunday: Adult Christian Ed, 9:15a; Holy Eucharist, 10:30a; 

Fellowship 11:45a; Wed: Bible Study/Contemplative Prayer, 5p
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY. CASHIERS

743-5470 • www.cashiers.church
Sun. 4p; Wed Study 5:15p supper and childcare.
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

283 Spring Street - Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m. 
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH

www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC • Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  

Sun: Service 10:45am, Children’s 10:30am
Wed.: Youth 5:30-7pm; Women’s Bible Study: Mon. 4:30pm, Tues. 

10am; Men’s Bible Study: Wed. & Thurs. 7am @ Zookeeper
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. W. Bentley Manning, Rector • 526-2968
5th and Main streets • www.incarnationwnc.org

Sunday: Rite I, spoken, 8 am in Chapel, Rite II with Choir 10:30 
am in Sanctuary, Wed: Healing Eucharist 12 pm in Chapel, 

Morning Prayer: Mon-Thurs 8:30 am in Chapel
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS

828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor • 220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Women’s 10:30 am
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Rev. Emily Wilmarth, pastor, Rev. Kelley Connelly Asso. Pastor
828-526-3175 • fpchighlands.org

Sun.: Adult Ed.: 10a; Worship 11a.; Tues: Men’s Group 10a;
 Wed: Bell Choir 4p. Chancel Choir:5:30p
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH

(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 
Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am

GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship

242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville. NC • 743-2729 • Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a. Worship 11a & 7p. Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson • 4160 Cashiers Rd. Highway 64

Apple Mountain Shoppes • 828-526-0774
Sunday Worship is at 9a. Wednesday Worship is 6p

HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
 Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376

In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
 909a Bluegrass and 11a Traditional

 www.highlandsmethodist.org
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA

2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
Rev. Ken Langsdrof

Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.
Visit our website: Holy Family Lutheran Highlands NC

MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah

Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11. Choir:6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE

Franklin • 828-634-1312 • mountainsynagoguewnc.com.
Rabbi led service 3rd Saturday AM, Rosh Hashanah & Yom 

Kippur. 
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 

743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church. 4224 Big Ridge 

(4.5 miles from NC 107) 
Weds: Youth Group 6 p.m.; Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; 

OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone – 526-2418
Sat. 4pm thru Oct 24.; Sun. - 11am 

SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby

Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Richard Salmonson

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
ST. JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

Mass: Sun. 9a (English); Mon. 9:30a (Vatican II in Latin); Tues. 
7p (Spanish); Wed.,9:30a (English)

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: • 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood

Sunday Service (summer): 9am & 11am
Visit our website: www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com 
Bazaar Barn outreach is open Fri & Sat. 11am-3pm

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 
85 Sierra Drive. Franklin • uufranklin.org  

Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers • 828-743-2122
Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am

• See SPIRITUALLY page 12

Some of  my favorite children’s books to read with 
my kids have been those written and illustrated by 
Mo Willems. I adore two of  his characters who are 

best friends, a pig called Piggy and an elephant called 
Gerald. They have lots of  adventures and learn lots of  
important life lessons. One of  the greatest (and highly 
recommended by kids and grown ups alike) is the book 
Waiting is Not Easy. You can find a copy at our wonder-
ful Hudson Library!

It’s true, isn’t it? Waiting is rarely easy. Piggie has a 
surprise for Gerald, but Gerald has to wait. And as the 
pages turn, the reader can relate to Gerald’s growing im-
patience. I won’t spoil the surprise; check it out yourself!

Waiting is not easy. Neuroscientists know that our 
brains don’t do well with uncertainty. When we are un-
certain, we start making predictions and assumptions 
based on past experiences. Sometimes for the best, but 
very often for the worst. It’s not just Mo Willems and 
the neuroscientists that know how hard waiting is. The 
psalmist does, too. In psalm 130, this poetry is so beauti-
ful. I wait for the Lord; my soul waits, and in his word I 
hope. My soul waits for the Lord more than those who 
watch for the morning, more than those who watch for 
the morning. 

The waiting the psalmist is doing is not the kind of  
waiting impatiently for minutes to click by on the clock. 
Waiting as the psalmist waits, as the psalmist’s soul waits, 
is waiting for something we believe will happen. Be-
cause, as the psalmist proclaims throughout the psalm, 
our hope is in God’s steadfast love and “great power,” 
or abundant capacity to redeem, to forgive, to offer us 
grace.

I love that the psalmist says their soul waits for God. 
I hear the psalmist’s brain and heart working together. 
Facing uncertainty, the brain goes about its usual work 
of  making predictions based on past experience. Mean-
while, the psalmist’s heart knows God. God is faithful. 
God’s love abides firm and unwavering. And with God, 
there is mercy upon mercy. The brain makes its predic-
tions, and the predictions are all based on the psalmist’s 
experience of  God’s love.

Waiting is not easy, it’s true, but when we wait like 
the psalmist waits, with faith, and hope, and trust in 
God’s great power to redeem all things, then waiting be-
comes a holy practice for our entire lives. I sometimes 
wonder if  God gave us waiting as a gift to us. 

Waiting isn’t 
easy but it just 
might be one of 
God’s greatest 
gifts
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Highlands Police entries 
from Oct. 31. Only the names of 
persons arrested, issued a sum-
mons/citation, issued a Class-3 
misdemeanor or those of pub-
lic officials have been used. 

Accidents responded to: 
Oct. 31
• Vehicle 1was parked facing 

north on Helen’s Barn Ave. Vehicle 2 
was parked facing west on the shoul-
der and partially in the roadway of 
Helen’s Barn Ave. Vehicle 1 backed 
out of parking spot hitting Vehicle 2 
in the passenger door leaving scrape 
marks on both vehicles.

Nov. 3
• Vehicle 1 was traveling south-

east into the parking lot of 537 
Main. Vehicle 2 was parked facing 
southeast in a parking place. Vehicle 
1 pulled into a parking space beside 
Vehicle 2 and struck Vehicle 2 in the 
process. Vehicle 1 came to rest in 
parking place and Vehicle 2 came to 
rest in parking place.

• Vehicle 1 travelled east 
through the parking lot of 200 Main. 
Vehicle 2 was parked facing north-
east in the parking lot of 200 Main. 
Vehicle 1 made a left turn into the 
parking space next to Vehicle 2. As 
Vehicle 1 was entering the park-
ing space the front right bumper of 
Vehicle 1 collided with the rear left 
bumper of Vehicle 2. Vehicle 1 contin-
ued forward to finish parking in the 
space adjacent to Vehicle 2; Vehicle 2 
remained parked.

Nov. 5
• Vehicle 1 was travelling north 

on S. 3rd St. It ran off the road to 
the right and went down an embank-
ment hitting a speed limit sign and a 
tree before coming to rest.  

• During the week, officers is-
sued 7 Citations and 19 Warning 

tickets.
Oct. 31
• At 11 p.m., James Preston 

Byers, 65, of Atlanta, GA, was arrested 
for DUI when he was stopped on 
Oak Street. He was issued a $1,500 
unsecured bond. His trial date is Dec. 
10.

Nov. 2
• At 11:21 a.m., officers re-

sponded to a report of someone 
using a fraudulent credit card for a 
$5336.45 purchase of construction 
equipment at Reeves Hardware.

• At 5 p.m., officers received a 
report of the theft of antique col-
lectibles from a residence on Split 
Rail Row in Highlands valued at more 
than $7,000. 

Nov. 5
• At 1:15 p.m., Maverick Bruce 

Hernandez, 25, of Lake Toxaway, NC, 
was arrested for driving with an ex-
pired tag, no liability insurance and 
resisting arrest. He wasn’t issued a 
bond, but his trial date is Nov. 10.

 
The Highlands Fire & Res-

cue log from Nov. 3
Nov. 3
• At 1:44 p.m., the dept. was 

first-responders to a residence on 
Ridge Trail.

Nov. 4
• At 11:36 a.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a fire alarm at a residence 
on Lower Brushy Face.

• At 12:25 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a location 
on Oak Street.

• At 9:22 p.m., the dept. respond-
ed to a call of a power line down on 
Center Drive.

Nov. 5
• At 7:40 a.m., the dept. was 

first-responders to a residence on 
NC 28 south (Walhalla Road).

•Police & Fire Reports•

Highlands • Cashiers • Atlanta
828.200.3050 

bobhenritze@gmail.com • www.firewoodcompany.us

!!! FIRE SALE !!! 
CALL FOR DETAILS

THE 
FIREWOOD COMPANY

Monica

Hair Cuts, 
Color & Styles 

for 
Men & 
Women

Balayage • Eyebrow Tints & Facial Waxing
Premium Hair Extensions

Bridal Services

322 Main Street • Highlands, NC
828-482-1112

Walk-ins 

Welcome!

• Beard 
Sculpting 
& Trims
• Luxury 
Shaves

• Men’s Cuts

• At 1:40 p.m., the dept. provided 
a lift assist at a residence on Ridge 
Trail.

• At 6:28 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a residence 
on Pipers Court.

Nov. 6
• At 12:04 p.m., the dept. was 

first-responders to a residence on 
Picklesimer Road.

• At 4:14 p.m., the dept. provided 
mutual aid to the Cashiers FD, but the 
call was cancelled en route.

• At 7:37 p.m., the dept. provided 
mutual aid during a rescue on White-
side Mountain.

Nov. 7
• At 1 a.m., the dept. was first-

responders to a residence on White-
side Mountain Road.

• At 9:47 a.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a location 
on Main Street.

• At 11:43 a.m., the dept. was 
first-responders to a residence on 
Garnet Rock Trail.

• At 3:28 p.m., the dept. investi-
gated the cause of smoke at a resi-
dence on Brownell Road.

• At 4:08 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a location 
on Half Mile Drive.

Nov. 8
• At 3:43 p.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a fire alarm at a location 
on Half Mile Drive.

• At 5:25 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a location 
on Half Mile Drive.

• At 10:35 p.m., the dept. inves-
tigated the cause of smoke at a resi-
dence on Flat Mountain Estates.

Nov. 9
• At 6:13 p.m., the dept. was 

first-responders to a residence on 
Whiteside Mountain Road.

At 7:37 p.m., Fri., Nov. 6, 
Highlands Fire & Rescue provid-
ed mutual aid assistance to Glen-
ville-Cashiers Rescue Squad at 
Whiteside Mountain in reference 
to two rock climbers stranded on 
the rock face. 

Upon arrival, members of  
HF&R joined members of  the 
Glenville-Cashiers High Angle 
Rescue Team and quickly de-
ployed a team to the climbers 
and assess their situation. Crews 
learned that the first climber was 
approximately 230 feet below the 

summit, while the second climber 
was approximately 350 feet below 
the summit. 

Rescue personnel rappelled 
down to the climbers and estab-
lished the necessary rope systems 
to safely assist them up the re-
maining distance to the summit. 
Through teamwork, coordination, 
and technical expertise, crews suc-
cessfully assisted both climbers 
to safety. Fortunately, no injuries 
were reported. 

The operation continued 
until both climbers were safely 

brought off  the mountain, with all 
personnel exiting the woods at ap-
proximately 12:45 a.m. 

HF&R is proud of  the strong 
working relationship we share with 
Glenville-Cashiers Rescue. We are 
always grateful for the opportunity 
to work alongside such a highly 
skilled and dedicated team. 

Incidents like this highlight 
the importance of  interagency co-
operation and the value of  main-
taining strong partnerships with 
our neighboring departments.

Rock climbers rescued from Whiteside Mountain
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• Same-day service for most maintenance 
and routine repairs.

• Top-tier diagnostic & programming tools 
– just like the dealer.

•  New tire, alignment & balancing  
equipment for precision and speed.

• Same experienced technicians.

We’re proud to be a family-owned company with 43 years in the 
business, and even prouder to now serve the Highlands community.

~ Bob Saladna, Owner

Here’s what Here’s what 
Highlands Automotive Highlands Automotive 

is all about!is all about!

We service ALL domestic and foreign vehicles. 
Also serving customers in:

Atlanta, GA | Dallas, TX | Houston, TX
Come see the difference.

828-787-2360
2851 Cashiers Road, Highlands► 828-526-9325 ◄

Generators aren't just a "thing" we do, 
generators are all we do! 

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

2460 Cashiers Road • Highlands 828-526-2395
highlandslawnandgarden.com

Kiln dried 
FIREWOODFIREWOOD
Delivery or pickup

356B MAIN STREET 
ESTATE JEWEL.ERS OF 
HIGHL.ANDS 
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Call: 828-526-1960 
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Email_: ejofhighlands@gmail.com P-

#1 Family-Owned in the U.S.

Luxury Home Specialist
Licensed in NC & GA

Al Stoneham
Realtor-Broker

Cell: 828.332.9767
al.stoneham@howardhannatate.com

ALLEN TATE REAL ESTATE
LISA THOMPSON

DOG SITTING

• daily drop-in visits
• overnight & extended 

stays
• dog walking

 828.424.4637

(
COUNSELING
CENTER
OF HIGHLANDS

Offices in Cashiers and Highlands

864-481-0598
info@counseling-center.org I counseling-center.org

828-482-7417828-482-7417

Elevated Home Maintenance & Repairs, LLC
A Step Above the Rest

Carpentry • Tile Work • Drywall • Remodels
Painting • Flooring • General Labor • Realtor Punchlists

(828) 371-9071
ElevatedHomeMaintenance.com

tion among hospitals can take place. For instance, UNC 
Health wants to build a $1 billion, 97-bed hospital in 
Asheville. My response is great; if  they believe they can 
successfully compete in that marketplace, then have at it.

Since 2023 the legislature has created a law provid-
ing parents with vouchers for their students to attend 
private schools. Over the next decade that program will 
consume about $6.24 billion taxpayer dollars. Along with 
the current voucher program the legislature should pass 

...MAYOR continued from page 2
laws requiring private schools accepting taxpayer funds 
to show accountability and student progress like public 
schools must currently do. Public schools have an array 
of  tests that students must take to show competency. 
Should not every school accepting state tax dollars have 
to do the same?

I also hope the new legislature will address the 
shortfall in funding roads and highways in North Caro-
lina. As a member of  the regional transportation advi-
sory committee, I am struck by how limited funding is 
and how far behind schedule critical projects are. A case 
in point is the needed road improvements at the cross-
roads in Cashiers. That project needs funding now, not 
five or ten years from now. 

In my next article, I will discuss county and town 
needs. Stay tuned.

Business Card Ad
$23 BW
$28 color
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•Classifieds•
HELP WANTED
HERITAGE PRODUCTIONS 

is seeking a part-time marketing person 
with specific knowledge of establishing 
ChatGPT ads. E-mail info@heritagepro-
ductionswnc.com or 828 526 6152 (st. 
11/12)

LUPOLI CONSTRUCTION is 
looking for a quality candidate to fill our 
Office Manager/Executive Assistant posi-
tion. Outgoing personality, extreme pro-
fessionalism, and polished written and 
verbal skills are required, knowledge of 
the construction industry is a plus. Must 
be highly organized and proactive, able 
to manage multiple ongoing tasks. Com-
pensation based on experience and skill 
level. Year-round position. E-mail regina@
lupoliinc.com (st. 10/29)

FOR RENT
Mirror Lake season rental (May 1, 

2027 thru Oct. 31, 2027) for $5,500 per 
month.  2 bedrooms, 2 baths.  Includes 
all utilities.  View more details at https://
www.airbnb.com/h/cottageatmirrorlake 
. Email ejmoorejr@yahoo.com for more 
information. (st. 11/12)

FOR SALE 
NEW MIELE SS 30” WARM-

ING DR., New Allen & Roth gas log set, 
New 49” ceramic double sink top, Used 

...DRUG continued from page 1

Gaggenau 24” wall oven & steam oven, 
EGO line trimmer, New Cutter-Hammer 
400amp. circuit breaker, and two 200amp. 
Main breaker, Antler chandelier, new mov-
ing pads. new Kenmore 3-burner gas grill 
305-401-0568. (10/8)

1.06 AC LOT ON 8900 Buck 
Creek Rd. $79,900. 828-421-0124 (st. 7/9)

SERVICES 
PLATEAU PAINTERS – Interior 

and exterior painting, pressure washing, 
decks, and sanding and staining wood 
floors. Division of Chatlos Construction. 
Fully insured. Free estimates. Call Mike at 
828-200-4071. (6/25)

H I G H L A N D S - C A S H I E R S 
HANDYMAN – Chatlos Construction 
– Remodels, Additions, Framing, Siding, 
Roofing, Decks, Painting. References. In-
sured. 828-200-4071. (6/25)

JUNK REMOVAL – We take any-
thing. Call 828-200-0492 

CUSTOM WELDING – gates, rail-
ings, trailer repairs, fencing, hand rails and 
more. I come to you! Call Gavin at 828-200-
4219 or email smallgavin26@gmail.com

NEED FURNITURE MOVED OR 
ANYTHING HAULED AWAY? Call 
or text James of Going Gone at 828-421-
2655. (7/30)

use drugs use multiple substances, which 
has been underscored by how variable 
the drug supply is. Rural counties across 
the state account for about 42% of  over-
doses, and a lack of  resources, including 
a lack of  methadone providers, has wors-
ened the crisis.

Drug landscape in NC
In North Carolina, an average of  6.8 

people a day die from a drug overdose, 
according to 2025 data from the N.C. 
Department of  Health and Human Ser-
vices. Drug overdoses have been steadily 
decreasing since 2023 — there were 178 
overdose deaths in February of  this year, 
which is down from 226 in February of  
last year. 

About 75% of  drug-related deaths 
were caused by multiple drugs taken in 
combination by a single user, or poly-
substance use, according to the NC State 
Center for Health Statistics. Fentanyl, a 
synthetic opioid, has been the leading 

driver of  overdose deaths for the past 10 
years. Before that, it was heroin, which is 
also an opioid.

Across the nation, the drug sup-
ply has become increasingly unreliable. 
Substances like xylazine, a large animal 
tranquilizer, and medetomidine, another 
veterinary sedative often mixed with 
fentanyl, have been showing up during 
routine drug-checking procedures. Both 
of  these are often mixed with fentanyl, 
which is a synthetic opioid. 

Drug-checking has become para-
mount in reducing overdoses. So has the 
widespread distribution of  naloxone, a 
medicine that can rapidly reverse opioid 
overdoses, commonly known by its ge-
neric name, Narcan. 

Syringe-exchange programs have 
also become commonplace to prevent 
the spread of  infectious diseases. Sharps 
disposal kiosks, which are publicly dis-
played boxes where people can dispose of  

used needles, are in boxes and restaurants 
across the region, state and country. 

All of  these are harm-reduction 
practices — interventions to minimize 
the negative medical and legal effects of  
substance use, without total abstinence. 
At least 65.9% of  those who died from 
overdoses in 2023 had at least one oppor-
tunity for an intervention, like a bystander 
being nearby or a history of  drug use, ac-
cording to data from the National Insti-
tutes for Health.

Policing harm reduction
North Carolina legalized hypodermic 

syringe and needle exchange programs in 
2016, which the NC Harm Reduction Co-
alition helped craft. The NCHRC is an or-
ganization dedicated to harm reduction, 
public health strategies and drug policy 
change across the state.  

If  you get pulled over at a traffic stop 
in North Carolina, an officer might ask 
you if  you have anything sharp in your 
pockets, like needles or syringes. Pos-
sessing syringes is still technically illegal 
without that written verification from a 
syringe program.

So, a person claiming immunity must 
provide written verification that their nee-
dles or syringes are from a syringe service 
program, or SSP — which can be difficult 
to regulate. Many law enforcement of-
ficials have not received training on safe 
syringe use, so what happens during these 
stops can vary by officer and by police de-
partment. 

‘Imagine how much could be 
saved and reinvented?’

At a September county commission-
ers meeting in Jackson County, Pazia Har-
bin, who works with the North Carolina 
Harm Reduction Coalition, spoke about 
these issues during a public comment seg-
ment. 

While some in the county, are wary 
about the safety and costs of  syringe ex-
changes and safe drop boxes, Harbin said 
these resources save lives and money. 
Spending $5 on a dose of  naloxone will 
save more than $20,000 that an emergen-
cy room visit to treat the overdose would 
have cost, Harbin said. 

“This is hundreds of  thousands of  
dollars saved by harm reduction workers 
doing their jobs,” Harbin said. “Imagine 
how much could be saved and reinvented 
with county-backed initiatives?”

Drug overdose death rates in rural 
Jackson are more than 40% higher than 
those of  the rest of  North Carolina. In 

neighboring Swain County, they’re more 
than 70% higher. In these counties with 
just tens of  thousands of  residents, these 
numbers are striking. 

In Western North Carolina, there 
are nine syringe exchange programs. 
Most of  the programs are operated by 
community groups, though the Bun-
combe County Health Department also 
operates one. Most of  these do not re-
ceive government dollars and rely on 
grants and donations.  

Funding the future of  harm re-
duction

North Carolina is receiving $1.6 bil-
lion in funds from opioid settlements 
with major pharmaceutical companies, 
but that money will be spread out over 
the next 18 years. In 2024, Jackson, Ma-
con and Swain counties considered pool-
ing money together to create a regional 
care center, but there hasn’t been any 
recent motion. 

Because of  the broad nature of  the 
funds and their slow disbursement, com-
munities have waited to decide how they 
will use the money to combat the opioid 
crisis. Places that have already disbursed 
their installments have given them to 
things like paramedics, treatment strate-
gies or law enforcement.

Stephanie Almeida hopes some 
of  the Macon County funds will go to 
harm-reduction efforts. Syringe services 
are an allowed use of  the funding, as well 
as naloxone distribution. Macon has not 
yet distributed any of  its dollars from the 
settlement. 

She is the founder and director of  
Smoky Mountain Harm Reduction in 
Franklin. The area is a big gap for re-
sources, Almeida said. Franklin is just 10 
miles from the border with Georgia. Her 
office, which is a strip mall neighbor to a 
treatment center, is a refuge for people 
who need food, naloxone, personal hy-
giene supplies or really anything. 

Hers is one of  the few organizations 
providing support to people experienc-
ing addiction in the four westernmost 
counties in the state. COVID-19 and 
Helene were devastating to people who 
use drugs and those who face housing 
insecurity, she said. Most of  her work is 
self-funded, or assisted by donations, but 
still, she loves it. 

“My job is to keep people alive and 
healthy,” Almeida said. “Doesn’t matter 
if  they use drugs today, last week or if  
they’re abstinent.”
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SKATING RINK 
Nov. 19-Feb. 28
Thurs. 3:30-8p; Fri. 3:30-10p; 

Sat. 1-10p; Sun. 1-5p. 
Thanksgiving Week: 
11/25-11/27 1-8p; 11/29-

11/30 1-10p; 12/1 1-5p.
Christmas Break: 
12/23 1-8p; 12/24 1-5p; 12/26 

1-8p; 12/27-12/28 1-10p; 12/29 
1-5p;12/30 1-8p; 12/31 1p-1a; 1/1 
1-8p. 

POOL SCHEDULE
NOTICE:

The pool will be closed 
Sun., Nov. 15th-Fri., Nov. 20  

for maintenance.
• Lap Swim: Mon.-Fri. 6am-

9:45am, and Saturday 10am-11pm 
- 6 lanes. Water Aerobics: 18 y+ 
Mon.-Fri. 10-11am with Karen 
Chambers. Adult Swim: 18y+ only. 
Weekend public swim: Sat., 11am-
6pm and Sun., 1-6pm

PICKLE BALL 
• At the Recreation Dept. 

there are three indoor Pickle Ball 
courts and six outdoor courts.
Pickle Ball can be played every 
Mon-Friday.

MTN FINDINGS 
• Open: 10 am - 1 pm. Thurs-

Sat.. Spruce Street. www.mountain-
findings.org

FIBBER MAGEES
• Fibber Magee’s Thrift Store 

on Laurel Street Hours. Wed. & Fri. 
- 10a too 4p. Sat. - 10a to 2p.

ALL WEEK
• Scaly Mountain/ Highlands/ 

Cashiers Alcoholics Anonymous 
“Open Meetings” are for anyone 
who thinks they may have a drink-
ing problem or for anyone inter-
ested in the A.A. recovery program.

• Open meetings are held at 
Scaly Mountain at Grace Chapel, 
9915 Dillard Rd., Scaly Mountain 
each Tues & Sat at 5:30 pm; 

• In Highlands at the 1st Pres-
byterian Church, 471 Main St., on 
Mondays at 5:30 p.m. and a NEW 
WOMENS’S GROUP Thursdays at 
5:30 pm; and on Wednesdays & Fri-
days at 12:00 noon. 

• Open in-person meetings 
are also held in Cashiers at the 
Albert Carlton Cashiers Commu-
nity Library, 249 Frank Allen Rd. 
on Sundays at 5 pm, on Tuesdays 
at 7 pm, on Friday at 5:30 pm and 
on Saturday at 9 am. For more in-
formation please visit our website 

www.aawnc80.org or to speak with 
a member of A.A. 24/7 call our HELP 
Line 828 349-4357

Mondays
• GED Classes at the Literacy & 

Learning Center 5:30-7:30 p.m.
Mon.& Thurs.
• At First Presbyterian Church, 

ArtSpace is open from 9 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. The next exhibit will start in 
mid-August. For information contact 
fpchkelley@gmail.com 

Monday & Friday
• Karate: Build confidence, fo-

cus, and fitness with Karate! Rick 
Yinger will be offering classes Mon-
day and Friday at 5:15pm. Call 828-
421-3119 for more information.

Mon-Wed-Fri
• Aerobics with Tina Rogers 

8-9am at the Rec Park.
• Balance, Stretch & Strengthen 

Class at the Rec Park 8:30-9:30am. 
The cost for the class is $30 a 
month and is led by Vivian Brewer. 
Call the Recreation Department at 
828-526-3556 for more information.

Mon., Tues., Thurs.
• The Food Pantry behind the 

Methodist Church on Spring Street 
is open from 10a-6p.

2nd Mondays
• The local chapter of PEO, an 

off-campus sorority founded in the 
1800s that provides grants and loans 
to women with financial need who 
want to return to school or further 
their education meets at 10 a.m. For 
more info call president Paula Mc-
Donald at 706-372-3004 

4th Mondays
• Highlands Planning Board 

meeting 5:30 p.m., in the Commu-
nity Building.

2nd Tuesdays
• Highlands Writers Group 

meets on alternate Tuesday after-
noons at 3pm. Writers still uncom-
fortable with in-person gatherings 
may participate via Zoom meetings 
For more info contact Bud Katz at 
either 828-526-3190 or at budan-
dlynn@me.com 

Tuesdays
• Strength Training at the Rec 

Park 8:15-9:15 am. 
• At Wayfarers Chapel, Work-

shop for Writers – from 5-6:30 PM
Tuesdays & Thurs.
• Exercise Class with Michelle 

Lane at the Rec Park at 5:30. A 
combo class with different types of 

exercise. 828-526-3556
• ESL classes at The Literacy 

& Learning Center, 6-7 p.m. 675 S 
4th St. 

Wednesdays
• The Literacy & Learning 

Center offers a FREE weekly Citi-
zenship Class led by Faviola Olvera 
from 5:30 to 7 pm at 675 S 4th St in 
Highlands, this program is designed 
to help students navigate the com-
plexities of the U.S. naturalization 
exam. 

• Digital Navigators will be at 
the Hudson Library from 10a-noon 
PM, digital navigators will host a 
Tech Time drop-in time at Hudson 
Library with the goal to assist at-
tendees with basic smartphone, 
laptop, iPad and tablet skills. For 
more information, call the Library 
at 828-526-3031.Free and open to 
the public. 

2nd Wednesdays
• Highlands Zoning Board of 

Adjustment meeting at 5:30 in the 
Community Building

Thursdays
• Kickboxing 8:15-9:15a. at the 

Rec Park. No martial arts back-
ground necessary Contact the Rec 
Dept.at 828-526-3556 for more 
info.

3rd Thursdays
• Highlands Town Board meet-

ing 7 p.m., in the Community Build-
ing.

3rd Fridays
• Senior Lunch at the Rec 

Park/Civic Center at noon.
3rd Saturdays
• Greenway Workday begins at 

9a to noon at the Rec Park.
• The American Legion Post 

370 meets at the First Method-
ist Church at 315 Main St. in their 
community room/909 chapel. 
Breakfast ia at 9a; meeting is at 10a. 
Email ncpost370@gmail.com or 
just join us at 9am.

Thurs., Nov. 12
• Shop with a Cop Rotary 

Bingo, 6:30-8:30p. 15 games, $1 per 
game, free refreshments. Bingo is 
sponsored by The Rotary Club of 
Highlands and is licensed by the 
State of NC.

Sat., Nov. 14
• At The Bascom, FREE Hot 

Chocolate Bar.
• HCCMF presents a FREE Fall 

Residency Concert with Am Meer 
Quartet at the Episcopal Church at 

5p. Wine reception to follow. Spon-
sored by the Cullasaja Women’s 
Outreach.

Thurs., Nov. 19
• The Skating Rink opens 3:30 

to 8pm
Fri., Nov. 20
• A fundraiser for the Literacy 

& Learning Center, Book Lover’s 
Tea with author Susan Beckham 
Zurenda, author of No Way Out 
but Through, from 1-3 pm at the 
First Presbyterian Church in Cole-
man Hall. Tickets are $50, $100, or 
$750. For more information email 
Info@TheLiteracyandLearning-
Center.org 

Sat., Nov. 21
• Highlands Farmers Market 

in the Rec Park 10a to 3p.
• A community drum circle 

will be held Saturday from 6-8 
p.m., at the Macon County Public 
Library. People of all ages are invit-
ed to participate. Bring your hand 
drums and rhythm instruments or 
use one of ours. In mild weather 
we drum outdoors so bring a lawn 
chair.

Tues., Nov. 24
• Annual tradition Communi-

ty Thanksgiving Dinner at the Rec 
Park at 6 p.m.

Fri. & Sat., Nov. 27 & 28
• At The Bascom, FREE Make 

and Take Wooden Ornaments in 
the SmART Space.

Fri., Nov. 27
• At The Bascom, FREE Holi-

day Market Reception with Hot 
Chocolate & and Letters to Santa 
Sations open. Also, Gingerbread 
House Workshop for all ages, reg-
istration is required.

Sat., Nov. 28
Small Business Saturday Stroll 

throughout town. Carolers, cookie 
crawl, face painting, live music, sto-
rytelling and more. 11:30a-4p

• At The Bascom, FREE -- 
Small Business Satruday. Face Paint-
ing with Macon Faces 1-3 p.m. and 
Cookies courtesy of Visit High-
lands.

• Light up the Park & Main, 
KH Founders Park at 5:30p

Thurs., Dec. 3
• Bingo at the Community 

Building benefitting HCCDC. 
Fri., Dec. 4
• Lighting of the Menorah in 

KH Founders Park at 5:30p.

•Highlands Area Events•
Dec. 5, 12, 19
• Santa in KH Founders Park 

on Pine Street 11a to 3p.
Sat., Dec. 5
• Highlands Annual Christmas 

Parade on Main Street beginning 
at 10a.

• At The Bascom, Holliday 
Market Reception following the 
annual Chrsitmas Parade, 2-4 
p.m. with Hot Chocolate Bar and 
Trunk Show.

• At the Episcopal Church 
of the Incarnation after the pa-
rade, boxed lunch with a pulled 
pork BBQ sandwich, coleslaw, 
chips, brownie and a soft drink for 
$20 per person. New this year, a 
Christmas Market with Advent 
wreaths, Christmas candles, door 
decorations and more. All pro-
ceeds will go to support the High-
lands Community Child Develop-
ment Center Tickets are on sale at 
Church of the Incarnation and will 
be available the day of the parade.

• 12th Annual Cowee Christ-
mas, 10a to 3p at Cowee School 
Drive, Franklin. 30+ arts and craft 
vendors, free kids crafts, artist 
open studios, soup lunch 11a to 2.

Sun., Dec. 6

• “Papertown,” is the opening 
film of the HC Film Fest Prelude 
at 4 p.m. at the PAC big screen in 
Highlands. It was “The Best Docu-
mentary” winner at the 2026 HC 
Film Festival. The film follows the 
closing of the Canton paper mill 
and what it means for the people 
of Haywood County and WNC. 
Tickets are $20 at www.highland-
sperformingarts.com/events-tick-
ets or call 828-526-9047. Parents 
of children in area schools, $10 
per adult.
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SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery

450 N. 4th St. Highlands, NC
828-526-5522

www.highlandsproperties.com

Wei chert. 
REALTORS 

Highlands Properties 

Cell: 828-787-1895 
pamela.nellis@yahoo.com 

Highlands Office | 210 N. 5th Street

FAYE WURM
828.200.1345 
faye@bhhsmmr.com
2334 Cashiers Rd, Highlands
https://fayewurm.meadowsmtnrealty.com/

Of the 55,000+ BHHS agents across the globe,
Faye ranks in the TOP 2% and is a 

Luxury Collection Specialist.

Bryson’s
Food 
Store

Historical 
Village

Rest
Rooms

Hudson 
Library

Visitor 
Center

KH Founders 
Park

Police Station
Fire Station

 Ace is the Place, 

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

Country Club Properties
 Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals. 
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

Highlander 
Mountain 

House 
& 

The Ruffed 
Grouse 
Tavern

highlandermountainhouse.com

 Local Expertise, Global Connections. 
114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706Sheryl Wilson

Licensed in NC and GA

Darlene Conley
Mountain Luxury

darleneconley@howardhannatate.com

Your Dream. Your Journey.
YOU’RE HOME.

Dedicated to 
finding the home  

you’ve always wanted.
Cell: 404.427.2448

SPECTACULARSPECTACULAR
VIEWSVIEWS

715 View Point Rd
Highlands, NC

• 4 Bed, 4.5 Bath

• Certified Energy 
Efficient With 

Geothermal & Solar

• Meticulously 
Maintained

• Huge Southern View

• STRs Allowed

• Protected 
By Adjacent 

Conservation Land

Clif Gottwals
303.887.7479

Clif.Gottwals@Gmail.com

HighlandsCashiersCIRE.com
210 North Fifth Street
Highlands, NC 28741

Just Listed

Offered
at $2,995,000



PAT ALLEN
828.200.9179

JULIE OSBORN
828.200.6165

Not The Biggest...Just The Best!

www.patallenrealtygroup.com
828.526.8784  |  295 DILLARD RD, HIGHLANDS

More than
33 years of exemplary 
service in the luxury

housing market!

PAT ALLEN

JULIE OSBORN

VOTED AMERICA’S BEST by RealTrends since 2021

Cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

Open 7 days a week

526-4407
242 S. 4th St.

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

828-526-2338

 ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

43 Years of Fine Dining

MITZI RAUERS
Broker / Luxury Collection
Specialist
(404) 218-9123
mitzi@bhhsmmr.com

*Based on 2023 sales data. Out of a global network 
of 55,000+ BHHS agents.

If you want an 
award-winning real 
estate experiennce, 
choose an 
award-winning 
agent.

NOW OPEN 
7 Nights a week

5:30-9p 

For real estate, visit 
LANDMARKRG.COM 
or call 828 -743 -0510 .

your mountain story begins here—
embracing both the life you lead 

and the getaway you crave

Bee Gleeson
Broker | Realtor® | 404.307.1415

BeeGlee4@Gmail.com

Pat Gleeson
Broker | Realtor® | 828.782.0472

PatrickGleeson4@Gmail.com

Jessica Haberkern
Broker | Realtor® | 254.718.7494

JessHaberkern@Gmail.com

HighlandsCashiersCIRE.com | 210 North Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741

We Serve to Help You 
with Life's Next 

Chapter ... Beginning 
with Coffee and a 

Conversation.



