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few weeks, the final version of

Highlands
Fire Tax
OK’d by
MC BOC

2-cent request denied;
1-cent OK’d
By Kristin Fox

This week, the Macon
County Board of Commis-
sioners held another budget
work session to work toward
finalizing the 2026-2027 county
budget. The work session, con-
tinued from last week’s regular
scheduled meeting, opened with
a discussion about the proposed
fire tax increase from the Town
of Highlands.

After a lengthy discussion
with Fire Chief Ryan Gearhart
and Highlands Town Manager
Josh Ward, the board voted
unanimously to allow a one cent
fire tax increase instead of the
requested two cents increase.

o See FIRE TAX page 17

presented the budget as required

o See BUDGET page 5

HS Class of 2026 graduation is Sat., May 30 at 10a in the new gym. Graduates are: Layla Babac,
Sergio Barranco, Lillyanna Cambrook, Cheyann Carver, Hunter Conner, Olivia Corbin, Aiden
Crook-Jenkins, Heidi Doerter, Jackson Gagne, Conner Hughes, Bryan Jarquin Colmenares,
Soraya Lopez, Kristopher Magliocca, Aniah McKim, Gustaf McRae, Jesus Mendoza Tentle,
Cayden Pierson, Jaylin Raby, Isabel Ramos Ramirez, Lillian Rutter, Claire Sherwood, Gavin
Small, Isaiah Vilardo, Anderson Woods, Anne-Elizabeth Woods, and Claire Wortley. Mascots
are 1st graders, Emmlyn Green and Harrison Hirschfeld. See more on page 12.

Highlands
is being
sued over
solicitation
ordinance

By Kim Lewicki

On May 12, Highlands
Beauty and Art, owners of
Wellspring at 370 Main Street,
filed a civil complaint against
the Town of Highlands and
Highlands Police Chief An-
drea Holland over the Nowv. 3,
issuance of a $500 citation for
“solicitation and distribution of
free samples.”

Attys  Nick Tosco and
N. Cosmo Zinkow, both of
Poyner, Spruill of Asheville,
will represent the town Monday,
June 1, at U.S District Court for
the Western District of NC in
Asheville.

Due to the lawsuit, at a spe-
cial-called Town Board meet-

e See SUED page 16

THEBASCOM

ACTENTER FOYR THE VISLIAL ARTS

Artist Reception Meet & Greet - Featuring Christie Taylor
Friday, June 5 |4:30pm - 6:00pm
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands

In partnership with The Bascom

Join Us

Highlands
Sotheby’s

MTEAMATIONAL REALTY

M°CULLEY’S

The largest selection of
Scottish cashmere in the U.S.A.
In Highlands ...on the hill
242 S. 4th St.* 828-526-4407
Open 7 days a week

www.mcculleys.com
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Where Mirror Lake dredging stands now

his past week, we had
a long Town Board
meeting that adjourned

shortly after 10 pm. It was a
long agenda, even with the last-
minute removal of the noise
ordinance review.

A special meeting will be
announced soon to discuss
the noise ordinance. At that
daytime meeting, the police
will conduct an outdoor dem-
onstration of decibel readings,
which are currently part of the
noise ordinance. I asked the police to
develop a demonstration of the actual
sound levels currently in the ordinance.
Commissioner Weller emphasized that
such an experiment needed to be con-
ducted outdoors, whete decibel levels
could be measured more accurately. After
this meeting, the review of the noise or-
dinance will again be placed on a board
meeting agenda.

The announcement of this special
meeting will be made 48 hours prior to
its occurrence. It will be posted on the
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town website and sent to those
people on the Town of High-
lands Sunshine List. If you are
not on the list and want to be,
call the Highlands Town Hall
at (828) 526-2118. Ask to speak
with Gibby Shaheen, the Town
Cletk, and she will add your
email address to the current list.

By the way, I wrote the
Highlands Town Hall because
we have a new restaurant that
opened last weekend called
Town Hall. I expect some ongo-
ing confusion with the use of the name.

The first agenda item was Mike Han-
son’s report on McGill Engineering’s
work preparing for the dredging of Mir-
ror Lake. His report has been posted on
the town website. I sat in the meeting lis-
tening to the report and having flashbacks
of some 25 or 30 years ago. Back then,
Sallie and I would come to Highlands
from Atlanta to visit her mother and
Buck Trott, her newly martied husband.
Buck loved living near Mirror Lake in the
home they had built in 1984. He would
take me around the lake and talk about
how they had revived the Mirror Lake
Improvement Association. People would
come up to us while on a lake tour and
tell us how enthusiastic they wete about
an active improvement association work-
ing to upgrade the lake.

Buck would also show me the plans
he had developed for dredging the lake.
Those plans involved using a dredger to
pump sediment to a site where trucks
would transport it to a nearby farm or
other land. It seemed to be very straight-
forward to carry out, although Buck ad-
mitted raising the million dollars or so
would be a challenge.

But Buck had a plan for that, too; he
would go to Washington, his old stomp-
ing ground as an Air Force staff officer
and find the money. He came so close
but never got the money from DC. He
passed away in 2015, never knowing that
Mirror Lake would eventually be dredged
30 years later.

So, as I listened to Mike Hansen’s
report, I, along with others in the room,
was once again reminded of the complex-

e See MAYOR page 19

Photo by Kim Lewicki

A brother, a soldier, a Highlander remembered

At the American Legion Post 370 Memorial Day service held at the Highlands Community
Building, the flag given to (PFC) Lawton Arvil Keener’s wife Paulette Icenhower Keener Corbin,
after his death was given to Keener’s siblings, Harley Keener and Wanda Keener Rogers by
Paulette’s son, Paul. See story on page 4.

- WEATHER .

Thu, 28-May Fri, 29-May Sat, 30-May Sun, 31-May
76°F 68°F 68°F 68°F
57°F 59°F 56°F 57°F

A thunderstorm in spots Cloudy with a Cloudy with a A thunderstorm in spots
thunderstorm thunderstorm
RealFeel® RealFeel® RealFeel® RealFeel®
High 86 Low 64 High 71" Low. 61 High 73 Low 56 High 76 Low 55°
Highlands NC 4-Day Forecast By AccuWeather.com

Highlands Real-Time Weather Station @ Highlandsinfo.com/wx.htm
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ROOFING SERVICES

New & Re-Roofing Applications Including:
Asphalt * Cedar * Metal * Synthetic Materials

Showroom: 1511 Highlands Rd ¢ Franklin ¢ O: 828-524-7773
info@highlandernc.com * www.highlandernc.com
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New Construetion
in Gated 1875

JULIE OSBORN | (828)200-6165
julie@patallenrealtygroup.com

* 4BR/3.5BA

e Privately Gated

e Estimated Completion Date in June 2026
¢ Close to Highlands Country Club

¢ Massive Fireplace in Great Room

* Main Level Primary Suite with Luxurious Bath Featuring
Heated Floors & More

e S ¢ 2-Car Garage
mnw\uv STAGED o MLS# 1002744 | $2,999,999

The second offering at 1875 is a beautifully crafted, stone-flanked
modern residence that artfully blends rustic character with
refined elegance. Hand-hewn, reclaimed beams frame the entry
to the grand living room, where a dramatic wall of floor-to-ceiling
windows draw the natural beauty indoors. A striking floor-to-

ceiling stone fireplace anchors the space, creating an inviting focal
point. The thoughtfully designed floor plan centers around a chef’s
kitchen and dining area. Upstairs includes three bedrooms, two
baths, a loft, and a bonus room. Architectural plans and finishes are
subject to change prior to completion.

PAT ALLEN JULIE OSBORN
828.200.9179 | pat@patallenrealtygroup.com 828.200.6165 | julie@patallenrealtygroup.com

www.patallenrealtygroup.com
828.526.8784 | 295 DILLARD RD, HIGHLANDS ‘@
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The best meals start here' b
Wine Tasting every
Thursday, 2-5p

Open daily
7:30a to 7:30p

03 nghlands Plaza, nghl'ahds, NC - (828) 526-3775

Read Highlands Newspaper, Highlands’ only locally owned
newspaper free from everywhere — on the street or on the web.
Digital version at www.highlandsinfo.com - Click on Local News.

Delivered and uploaded every Thurs. AM
Sapphire, Lake Glenville, Cashiers, Highlands, Scaly Mountain, Otto
and Franklin
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“We are happy to return this to you,” said Zach Claxton of American Legion 370. Plctured are

Paulette Corbin’s grandchildren, Olivia and Alice and her son Paul.

Photo by Kim Lewicki

A brother, a soldier, a Highlander remembered

By Kim Lewicki

This year’s annual Memorial Day cer-
emony orchestrated by American Legion
Post 370 was extra special.

At the packed house ceremony held
at the Highlands Community Building due
to pending rain, veterans, family mem-
bers and citizens remembered Highlander
Private First Class (PFC) Lawton Arvil
Keener, as well as every fallen soldier from
Highlands and beyond.

PFC Keener was killed in action Jan.
12, 1969, from small arms fire at the age
of 20, while serving in the Vietnam war
in Binh Thang, Thanh pho Di An, Binh
Durong, Vietnam. He served with the 1st
Platoon, Delta Company, 6th Battalion,
31st Infantry Regiment, 9th Infantry Divi-
sion, USARV.

Posthumously, he was awarded The
Combat Infantryman’s Badge (CIB), The
Bronze Star Medal, The Purple Heart
Medal for his combat-related wounds, The
Vietnam Service Medal, The Republic of
Vietnam Campaign Service Medal, and
The National Defense Service Medal.

PFC Keener is listed on panel 35W;
line 077 of the Vietham Memorial Wall in
Washington D.C.

Now, thanks to the work of High-
lands School Military History student Na-
than Wright, Keener’s life and service will
be remembered by more than just family
and friends in Highlands.

Wright conducted research on the
life and story of PFC Keener, who grew
up on Gold Mine Road in Highlands and
has produced a museum exhibit now en-
sconced in the Highlands Historical Soci-
ety building on N. 4th Street.

After conducting a filmed interview
with Keener’s family including his sistet,
brother, brothetr-in-law, and childhood
best friend Jack Dendy and informa-
tion pulled from local newspapers and
various Vietnam memorial websites, he
produced the museum exhibit including
five posters: an overview of the Vietnam
War; a timeline of Keenet’s life childhood
through his tragic death in Vietnam; the
US. Army’s 9th Infantry; his life in detail
pulled from information from the inter-
views he conducted; and video clips from
the interviews and cited sources that he
used for his project.

Also on display are photos from
Lawton’s life, and family, his military
commendations and prints of newspaper
articles from the time petiod (1967-1969).

PFC Keener was married at 20 years
old to his high school sweetheart Paulette
Icenhower who remartied after his death
to Alex Corbin; they bore two children,
Tony Corbin (Crystal) of Manteo, NC,
and Paul Corbin of Highlands NC.

Upon his death, Paulette was given
the flag from his military funeral but

o See REMEMBERED page 14



..BUDGET continued from page 1

meeting. After the public hearing, com-
missioners will weigh the comments
from the public before adopting the bud-
get for implementation beginning July 1,
2026.

According to Town Manager Ward,
there are issues that need to be addressed.

“The Town’s undesignated General
Fund Balance had been declining over
the last several fiscal years. Major con-
tributors for the decline can be attributed
to the funding of several major capital
projects, the inability to use the electric
reserves to fund capital needs and the in-
flation experienced over the last several
years.

“The proposed ad valorem property
tax increase of 13.22 cents per $100 val-
uation will ensure the operations of the
general fund will be supported without
appropriation and provide some addi-
tional revenue to assist with capital needs
in the future.

“The Electric Fund Balance remains
strong, but the reserves have decreased
considerably, due to the funding of the
critical electric system upgrades currently
underway. A large portion of the reserve
funds were also used as a loan to support

66 Summit Trail, Highlands
$2,299,000 * MLS# 1002246

ro e =

the water fund balance, something the
state no longer allows.

“With the water and sewer rates in-
creasing for the third consecutive year, the
funds will be available to service the debt
payments to the electric reserve and will
continue to assist with building back the
water fund balance.

“Beginning next fiscal year, the au-
ditor’s recommendation of an annual
schedule of continued small percentage
increases will ensure the water fund will
keep pace with inflation costs. Without
grant funding, only emergency water and
sewer repait projects should be considered
for the next several years until a healthy
fund balance is re-established.

“With the increase in sanitation charg-
es in FY “25-20, the sanitation department
is supporting its operational costs for the
first time in several yeats.

“As required by the General Statutes
of North Carolina and The Local Gov-
ernment Budget and Fiscal Control Act,
the revenues and expenditures presented
within the FY ’26-"27 budget are balanced
-- as presented, the overall FY 26-27 bud-
get has revenues and expenditures totaling
$40,517,775,” he said.

4 Woodland Lane, Highlands

$1,225.000 ®* MLS# 1001756
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To balance the budget, Ward said it
was necessary to appropriate $2,955,698
from the undesignated General Fund
Balance, $133,985 from the Water Fund
Balance and $1,177,200 from the Electric
Fund Balance.

“These fund balance appropriations
are necessary to offset capital project defi-
cits and debt service within each depart-
ment,” he said.

The current General Fund Reserve
is approximately $3,600,000; the current
Electric Reserve Fund is approximately
$3,000,000; the current Water Improve-
ment Reserve is approximately $4,200,000.

Budget Highlights:

Commissioners voted to increase the
ad valorem property tax rate 3 cents — up
from 10.22 cents to 13.22 cents -- per $100
of property valuation.

Several years ago, commissioners
agreed to temporarily earmark 1 %2 cent
of the property tax for street paving proj-
ects, which is always behind. But now that
1 Y2 cents will be made permanent. It’s not
extra, it’s just that 1 %2 cents of the 13.22
cents will be used for street paving/side-
walk projects.

“Resurfacing town streets is an annual

354 Flat Mountain Estates Rd, Highlands
$2,799,999 ®* MLS# 1002567

$3,195,000 ®* MLS# 1002568

maintenance item, which requires con-
tinuous revenue to support,” said Ward.

Property valuations are determined
by the Macon and Jackson county tax de-
partments and are based on the overall
valuation of $3,037,119,671.

At Tuesday’s continued BOC meet-
ing, commissioners voted to allow a
1-cent fire tax increase instead of the re-
quested 2 cents.

Consequently, the Highlands fire tax
will be increased by 1 cent to 2.91 cents
per $100 of valuation.

The rate is based on an approxi-
mate valuation of the Town of High-
lands and the Highlands Township at
$6,092,000,000.

The increase means salaries of the
six full-time firefighters don’t have to be
paid for with the department’s fund bal-
ance, which has been the case, but the
three new firefighters -- one per shift --
will not happen this year.

The only other increase to Town of
Highlands taxpayers is a 10% increase for
residential and commercial water/sewer
customers, which will be ongoing for a
while. Other enterprise fund rates will

o See BUDGET page 10

Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com
Recognized as one of the top
100 Agents in NC
*RealTrends’

Highlands

Sotheby’s

INTERMNATIONAL REAL
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60 le Pm(, Road nghldnda NC 28741 | 3;2;,000
3 Bedrooms
2 Baths
Successful Short-Term Rental
Wood Burning Fireplace

» Private Screened Porch
« Freshly Painted Exterior
+« Fiber Optic Internet
= 2.5 Miles to Main 5t.

_",__
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PAM MELLIS

ReGiorg IVESTER JAcKSON e
M: 8287879895 O: 828, 482.5022 pacTrEAM CHRISTIE'S
Pom@HighlandsCashiersCire.com

All information provicied is deemed relicbie But is not =[E

guaranteed and should Be inceencantly variied

Read Highlands Newspaper, Highlands’ only locally
owned newspaper, free from everywhere — on the
street or on the web.

Go to www.highlandsinfo.com,

Click on Local News.

FOR SALE

IN TOWN SHORT TERM RENTAL COTTAGE

464 FRANKLIN ROAD, HIGHLANDS, NC 28741
3 BED | 3 BATH | 0.4 ACRES | $1,300,000

JOHN SHEEIHAN 1(404) 790-9716
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Lessons from Downton Abbey

If you have ever caught an
episode of Downton Abbey,
you know it is the kind of show
that pulls you in with grand es-
tates, family drama, and a world
constantly shifting beneath ev-
eryone’s feet. .

If you haven’t, here is all |
you need to know: it follows an
English noble family and their
household staff across some
of the most turbulent decades
in modern history, from 1912
to 1925. Economic upheaval,
a wotld war, a pandemic, and
sweeping societal change force
every character, wealthy and working alike,
to adapt or be left behind.

Sound familiar? One century later,
Highlands® real estate had its own dra-
matic run. From 2012 through 2025, our
market experienced the kind of plot twists
that would fit right into the show:

In the early seasons of Downton,
the estate reeled from financial losses, and
the family scrambled to find solid footing.
That was the Highlands’ real estate market
in 2012. The national subptime mortgage
collapse had pushed even high-end prop-
erties to steep discounts. Then slowly over
the next seven years, home prices incre-
mentally improved, like a show finding its
stride. But the matket recovering quietly
was only part of the story.

During those same years, Highlands
itself was relatively quiet. Main Street
closed up by 6:30 pm, and by 7pm the
sidewalks were nearly empty. The town,
much like the Downton estate in its lean-
er years, was still looking for better days
ahead. Then COVID artived, our own un-
expected plot twist.

HAGAN

ANDSCAPE

466 DILLARD ROAD
HIGHLANDS, NC 28741

®

John Sheehan, Broker
Mountain Life
Properties
828-239-8814

Just as Downton’s charac-
ters braced for the worst only
to find unexpected opportuni-
ty on the other side, Highlands
real estate boomed rather than
experiencing another collapse.
Demand surged in ways no
one anticipated, and the town
was altered with it. Today,
Main Street hums seven days a
week, well into the evening, in
every season.

Numbers tell the story.
The average single-family
home sale in our MLS was
$673,000 in eatly 2020. To-
day, that figure sits near $1,750,000, a
160% increase. Those figures span our
broad MLS from Highlands to ILake
Toxaway. In Highlands’ gated communi-
ties, averages range from $2,200,000 to
$3,320,000. While many homeowners
have benefited from significant apprecia-
tion, rising values have also created af-
fordability challenges for some buyers
seeking to purchase in the Highlands and
Cashiers area. In the show’s final chap-
tet, the characters don’t have all the an-
swers, but the ones who thtive are those
who stayed informed, leaned on trusted
advisors, and adapted with optimism.
The same holds true here. Working with
knowledgeable local real estate profes-
sionals who know this market deeply
is one of the smartest moves you can
make.

* Jobn Sheehan is a Broker at Mountain
Life Properties serving the luxury real estate
sales market. Stop by our log cabin office at 134
Maple Street, visit MountainLifeRE.com, or
call 828-239-8814.

BINDER

ARCHITEC

- ©

TS —

828-482-5511
HAGANBINDER.COM
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orchard Sessions ¢

THE FARM # OLD EDWARDS

FEATURING

Andrew Wooten

Nec .{ sday, June 17
B

** " Tickets $50

F 2.
S Compﬁrnentary light bites and cash bar

VIEW FULL
2026 LINEUP
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HIGHLANDS

Tuck into Tasty. Mex an Favorltes
& the Best n Hi

Host your next party at Highlands Burrito
for birthdays, game days & more!

DINE IN OR TAKE IT TO GO
226 South 4th Street, Highlands, NC

Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p ¢ Sun. 11ato 7p
Closed Tuesdays

828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

The Secret Garden

Sandwich shop and
gourmet food market
Open Year-Round
Mon.-Fri.. | 1:30a to 4p

Sat., noon-4
Call (828) 305-7509 to place a pick-up order.

Catering and Custom Charcuterle

»

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern

at Highlander Mountain House
Open for
LUNCH
Wednesday-Saturday
11:30-3p
Open for
DINNER
Wednesday-Saturday
5:30-9p
Open for

- W|th Blue Grass music
10a-3p

290 Main Street * Highlands ¢ 828-526-2590
highlandermountainhouse.com

828-526-4035

| WILD I'_HYME GOURMET

T A WU R a4 N T

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round

Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. * Highlands

Open 7 Days

Lunch: 11a-3:30p
Dinner:
5:30p - closed

AHIGHLANDER MOUNTAIN HOUSE HOTEL

Now serving wine,
beer & coffee!
Open to the public!

(!o!ee Bar 8a to

P
Wine/Beer Bar:

Thurs-S

| 790 North y1h Serees, H@m Jinfooutpestinahighlsnds com | 828-48a-7716

’////

STEAK* BURGER*CHICKEN*PORK
HOT DOGS* RIBS*SAUSAGE
TAKE AND BAKE SIDES AND DINNERS
FRESH SIDES, SANDWICHES & SALADS

BAKED GOODS*WINE*CHEESE
GOURMET FOOD & MORE!!

Empanadas * Tequenos * Roasted Chicken
Gyro * Salads ° Pitas * Burgers * Philly Cheese
Steak * Susan’s Rueben ¢ Italian Sausage
Appalachian Fries * Onion Rings
Shrimp Gumbo * Soups, and more!

Open
Breakfast: 7-10a
Lunch: I la-3p
Dinner:
Thurs., Frl., & Sat. 5-8p
828-482-1513

i 462 Dillard Road, Highlands
o (across from Dusty’s)

Magliocca s
'Risterante

Classic Italian dishes,
thoughtfully prepared with
the finest ingredients
Bl reflecting the heart and soul

of Italian cuisine.

Dining Hours
Wednesday - Saturday
5pm - close
BYOB

Chef Danny Magliocca

828-526-0803
20 Old Mud Creek Road

Scaly Mountain, NC




...on the Verandah
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah
43 Years of Fine Dining

NOW

OPEN

7
Nights a week

5:30-9p
828-526-2338

US 64w * Highlands
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Marlene Salo

Remember
By Christina Rossetti

Remember me when I am gone, far away
into the silent land when yon can no more hold
me by the hand, nor I half turn to go yet turn-
ing stay.

Remember me when no more day by day to
tell me of your future that you plannd’ only re-
member me; you understand it will be too late to
counsel then or pray.

Yet if you should forget me for awhile and
afterward remember, do not grieve; for if the
darkness and corruption leave a vestige of the thoughts that once
I had, better by far you should forget and smile than that you
shonld remember and be sad.

Open Tuesday - Saturday
Dinner Start 5:30 PM
Serving Eas h 11 AM -2

Cutdoor Dining / Dine-In Art Gallery |/ lakesideres

er Brun

aurant.info

531 Smallwood Ave. | 828-526-9419 |  Highlands

g, &\\ —
Mﬂmfam Show |

+&Lm.n. wir Co. fJ

411 4th Street * 828-500-1827
(next to the Blue Bike Cafe)

Open Mon-Thurs. 10a to 5p & Fri-Sat 10a to 8p

°| FTTERS®

- Page 9

In lieu of flowers, services or other
| tributes, please consider a simple, mean-
ingful act: take a friend to lunch and cel-
ebrate life knowing the Spirit of the Di-
vine will be in your midst. It’s a chance to
| share stories, laugh, and connect honor-
ing Marleen, not with a somber gift, but
with a vibrant moment of shared joy. Let
this act of friendship and celebration
serve as a living tribute, a reminder that
the best way to honor a beautiful life is to
live your own to the fullest.

Whete two or more are gathered ...

Here we go, again

Dear Editor,

I remember proudly going to register to vote when
I turned 18 in my hometown of Rome, GA. After filling
out the forms, I noticed a jar of beans sitting on a shelf.
With my usual curiosity, I asked about the jar. The clerk
told me very calmly, “If a N-word wants to register to
vote, they have to guess the correct number of beans in
the jar.” In shock I said, “You didn’t ask me to guess the
number of beans in the jar.”” Quickly, the clerk said, “Of
course not. You are not a N-word.”

Maybe I shouldn’t have been surprised since the de-
partment store across the street had two water fountains
— White & Colored — one was never washed. The Grey-
hound bus station had a separate Colored waiting room.
I also remember the Black doctor in town being arrested
and having cigarettes put out on his back because he at-
tempted to eat at the same lunch counter where I sat as
an 11-year-old.

The good news is we saw this unfairness fade through
the efforts of many brave Black and some moral white
people supporting equality. Then there was the Voting
Rights act of 1965 which enforced the 15th Amendment.
Among the Black leaders to give his all was Congressman
John Lewis. I was fortunate enough to hear him speak

during a Diversity Celebration at Saint Mark United
Methodist Church, Atlanta, when I was the Senior Min-
ister there. His example and challenge to get involved in
“Good Trouble” touched legions of us.

Then, April 29, 2026, became a day of shame and a
reminder of the Jim Crow era from the late 19th century
to the mid-1960s. (A part of our history where persons
of color had fewer rights, like voting, which were en-
forced by strict legal and violent means.)

Almost instantly, Southern states began redrawing
voting districts with the clear purpose of neutralizing the
votes of Black people. This obvious prejudice occurred
with joy and full intention. The votes of Black citizens
that make up 20-30% of some states are being GERRY-
MANDERED away. This is not a Political or Party issue.
This is about what is right, ethical and fair. I don’t have
an immediate answer for this injustice unless it sensitizes
us to vote in large numbers to undo an embarrassing
tragedy.

In the meantime, I say again, VOTE and seck some
GOOD TROUBLE.

Dr. Mike Cordle
United Methodist Minister, Retired
Highlands, NC

A successful presidency is not the accumulation of power,
but the well-being of the American people

Dear Editor,

Recent election cycles have demonstrated that out
country remains deeply divided, with economic factors
often determining presidential outcomes. Since President
Trump took office, we have seen extreme levels of na-
tional hostility, fear and suspicion not experienced since
the Civil War. While responsibility for this climate is
shared, the current administration’s actions and policies
are particularly concerning,

The President has disregarded court orders, issued il-
legal tariffs, alienated our allies, and usurped Congressio-
nal powers. His attempts to restrict free speech threaten
the foundations of our democracy. His handling of the
broken immigration system has been inhumane.

President Trump’s attempt to establish a $2 billion
fund to reward political supporters, many of whom ate
convicted felons —is deeply problematic. Additionally, his

e See LETTERS page 14
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COREY JAMES GALLERY

& Estate Consignments
Bronze sculpture ¢ Paintings
Vintage & Antique Collectables &
Furniture - Costume Jewelry

On the corner of 3rd & Spring
(828) 526-4818
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..BUDGET continued from page 5

not be increased.

Auditors said the fund has to become
self-sufficient without using money for
operations from the undesignated fund
balance or from other sources.

Due to the rising cost of everything
right now, with fuel expenses noted by
commissioners most of all, employees are
getting a 3% cost-of-living adjustment.

The town will continue to pay em-
ployee health insurance but with a 29%
increase from last yeart, it will cost the
town a little more than $200,000 more
this year.

This is a benefit the town offers not
only attract employees but to offset their
need to travel to Higlands from elsewhere.

Capital Expenditures included in the
budget total $20,368,300, of which most
— $15,183,000 — is grant funding for sev-
eral water projects.

Total Expenditures

Capital items expenditures within the
general fund total $2,952,800.

The Administration Department
includes $158,000 to replace the genera-
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PDO Threads - 20% Off
Dissolvable sutures are inserted into the skin to lift, tighten, and rejuvenate
sagging or aging arcas. They stimulate collagen production, improving skin
clasticity and texture over time!
Prices vary depending on type and number of

threads used. Please call or check our website
for pricing.

Tropic Glow Facial - 20% Off

Escape into a tropical-inspired skin
ritual designed to brighten,
hydrate, and restore your glow

www.rejuvenatewnc.com
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Regular price $140

for summer.

828-482-4430

tor at Town Hall, a replacement vehicle,
a study of the Town Hall property and
exterior repairs to the building,

The Street Department includes
$520,000 for an excavator and trailer, the
paving of streets and parking, sidewalk
repaits, road striping, and road salt.

The Sanitation Department includes
$340,000 for the replacement of a full-
sized garbage truck.

The Police Department includes
$101,800 to replace a patrol vehicle with
equipment and replacement of three tab-
lets.

The Parks & Recreation Department
includes $1,663,000 for the construction
of the new playground (though those
funds mostly represent donations, the fig-
ure must be entered as an expenditure), a
replacement vehicle and HVAC upgrades
in the Recreation Center.

The Planning & Development De-
partment includes $95,000 for a replace-
ment vehicle and carryover for the Uni-
fied Development Ordinance legal review.

The MIS/GIS Department includes
$75,000 of capital, for the replacement of
a vehicle and video server replacement.

Debt service within the general fund
includes $394,000 for the fiber system, a
construction loan and $15,698 debt set-
vice for Kelsey Hutchinson Park Storm-
water Improvements which was taken out
about 20 years ago.

Enterprise Funds Expenditures
for Water/Sewer and Electric

Water Fund

Total expenditures for the FY 26-27
Water Enterprise Fund are $2,353,985.

Total capital needed within the Wa-
ter Enterprise Fund is $200,000, which
includes a truck replacement, excavator
trailer replacement, Little Bear Pen tank
sight gauge, valve replacement, water tank
cleanings and pump rebuilds.

Debt service in the Water Enterprise
Fund includes $20,685 for the Lake Se-
quoyah water intake project and $250,000
to the electric fund for a past loan to sup-
port the fund balance. However, “bor-
rowing” from the electric fund is no lon-
ger allowed.

Sewer Fund

Total expenditures for the FY 26-27
Sewer Enterprise Fund are $1,081,967.

This includes $354,000 for the US 64
Force Main Repairs, Shelby Place lift sta-
tion improvements, Lower Brushy Face

lift station improvements and Arnold
Road pump station roof and debt ser-
vice of $56,967 for the past Mirror Lake
sewer project.

Electric Fund

Total expenditures for the FY 26-27
Electric Enterprise Fund are $7,694,200.

This is $1,678,500, for the Electric
Delivery Point and System Improve-
ments currently underway, two replace-
ment trucks, underground fault locator,
mulch head attachment, and contract tree
trimming,

Special Revenue Funds

Special revenue funds for the FY
26-27 Budget include the funds for the
Fire Department and other capital proj-
ects.

Fire Department Fund

Total expenditures for the FY 26-27
Fire Department Fund are $2,457,075 in-
cluding $300,575 toward the purchase of
a new pumper truck and the total debt
service of $600,000, which is the loan
payment for the construction of the
main station.

Revenue for the Highlands Fire De-
partment to provide service to the Town
of Highlands and the Highlands Town-
ship, which includes a portion of unin-
corporated areas of Macon and Jackson
counties comes solely from the fire tax.

Capital Projects Fund

Total expenditures for the FY 26-27
Capital Projects Fund are $15,576,350.
These funds are allocated for new con-
struction projects including: Sewer Force
Main Repair ($300,000) Water Treatment
Plant Improvements ($6,672,000), Mir-
ror Lake Dredging ($4,886,000), Black
Rock Waterline Replacement ($410,000),
Hammond Road Watetline Replace-
ment (770,000), Web Branch Waterline
Replacement (417,000, Buttermilk Wa-
terline Replacement (325,000), Chowan
Road Waterline Replacement (530,000),
Water Treatment Plant Generator Re-
placement ($1,173,000), Debt Service
for Mirror Lake Sewer Project ($56,967),
Debt Service for Kelsey Hutchinson Park
Stormwater Improvement ($15,698), and
Debt Service for Lake Sequoyah water
intake project ($20,685)

Ward says he looks forward to im-
plementing the budget and hopes the
town can continue to achieve its priori-
ties and goals of providing quality public

services to the community.



Highlands School soccer field ideas
County is still weighing budget which includes Board of Education requests

By Kristin Fox

At Monday’s regular meeting of
the school board, Masters Architecture
PLLC of Asheville presented school of-
ficials with four field design options with
rough pricing estimates for the High-
lands School soccer field.

Option A — Current Soccer Field

Option A would include the re-
grading and resurfacing of the existing
soccer field located behind the school.
This option would include field demoli-
tion; subterranean drainage and grading;
astro-turf for the soccer field; demo and
reinstallation of existing covered walk-
way; engineering fee and architectural
fee at an estimated cost of over $2 mil-
lion dollars.

The pros of Option A as presented
by the architectural firm was keeping the
existing track and concession building;
An additional pro is keeping the facility
on the Highlands School campus, elimi-
nating the need to transport athletes to
another field in a different location.

The cons presented included the
unknown problems with the condition
of the existing field, potential for large
cost escalation, interruption of parking
area & walkway during construction, po-
tential water contamination mitigation
required, no regulation size track and
downtime during construction.

Under this option, astro-turf is rec-
ommended due to poor drainage. This
option also notes the potential for con-
struction of a new concession stand.

Option B — Current Track Field

Utilizing the track field in the front
of the school, Option B proposes a
track and soccer field on this location.
This option would include the track and
concession demolition; subterranean
drainage and grading; new concessions
building; Astro-turf for soccer field; new
200 m “All Weathet” track; demo and
installation of existing covered walkway;
engineering fee and architectural fee.

The rough estimate for this option also
over $2 million.

Pros for Option B include gaining a
200m regulation sized track; keeping the
athletic facilities on site and ability to fix
hydrostatic pressure on school slab.

Cons include the potential for only
a smaller 200 m track; interruption of
patking area and covered walkway during
construction; downtime during construc-
tion. With this option a grass field could
be installed instead of turf field cutting
cost by half.

Option C-1Zachary Field Soccer Field

This option includes astro-turf for
the soccer field, engineering fee and at-
chitectural fee. Estimated cost for this op-
tion is $1,164,000. Pros of this option are
that it is the least expensive option, and
there would be no interruption of school
during construction. Cons include athlet-
ic facilities not located on school grounds;
no regulation sized track and option to in-
stall grass field for around half of astro-
tutf cost.

Option C-2
Zachary Park Track & Field

The final option presented was the
construction of a track and soccer field at
Zachary Park. This option was the high-
est estimate at over $3 million dollars due
to the necessity to build a 18’ x 600’ block
retaining wall. Other costs would include
the need for fill dirt; astro-turf for soccer
field; new 300 m “All Weathet” track; en-
gineering fee and architectural fee.

Pros of this option would include
gaining a 300 m regulation sized track
and no interruption of school during
construction. Cons would be the high
cost of this option, and the athletic fa-
cilities would not be located on the school
grounds.

The presentation by Masters Archi-
tecture PLLC was for informational pur-
poses, and the school board took no ac-
tion on the Highlands School soccer field.
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BROKER, REALTOR
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Highlands School Class of 2026

Valedictorian Salutatorian

Jaylin Raby - Hunter Conner
UNC-Chapel Hill , UNC-Chapel Hill

Aiden Crook-Jenkins Anderson Woods Aniah McKim Anne-Elizabeth Woods Bryan Jarquin Colmenares — N
Full-Time Employment Georgia Southern University Western Carolina University NC State University Georgia Technical College

Cayden Pierson Cheyann Carver Claire Sherwood Claire Worley Conner Hughes
UNC Chapel Hill Southwestern CC Auburn University UNC Chapel Hill Military Service




Gavin Small
Southwestern CC

Jackson Gagne
Full-Time Employment

Olivia Corbin
Southwestern CC

Gustaf McRae
East Carolina University

Jesus Mendoza Tentle
Western Carolina University

Sergio Barranco
Full-Time Employment

Heidi Doerter
Georgia Southern U

Kristopher Magliocca
N Georgia Technical College

Soraya Lopez
Southwestern CC

Isabel Ramos Ramirez
Full-Time Employment

Layla Babac
Full-Time Employment

Lillyanna Cambrook
Gulf Coast State College
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Highlands School Class of 2026

Isaiah Vilardo
North Georgia Tech

Lillian Rutter
East Carolina University

Class of 2026 Mascots
Harrison Hirschfeld and
Emmlyn Green

Highlands School Class of 2026 graduation,

is Sat. May 30 at 10 am in the new gym at the school.
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MOUNTAIN LAKES
MEDICAL CENTER
162 Legacy Point Clayton, GA 30525

Audiology Care

Ear, Nose and Throat (ENT)

& r{nj

Dr. Keith Jackson, MD, Dr. Erica McVey,

ENT Emory University Audiologist University
and Medical College of of Texas
Georgia
Contact: (706) 782-0478
CONNECT

www.mountainlakesmedicalcenter.com / www.mlmcphysiciansgroup.com
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WHOLE LIFE
MARKET

Natural Products Store

Hours: 9am-5pm
Mon-Sat
828-526-5999
Wholelifehighlands@icloud.com

LOCATED AT 680 N UTH ST, HIGHLANDS

NECIAR

Organic smoothie/juice
bar located
inside Whole
Llife Market




Highlands-Cashiers students graduate
from Rabun Gap-Nacoochee School

Margaret Cole of Highlands accepts her diploma from Head of
School Jeff Miles. She will be attending Mississippi State University.

Coby Bloedow of Highlands accepts his diploma from Head of
School Jeff Miles. Coby will attend NC State University this fall.

Owen Madden of Cashiers, NC, accepts his diploma from Head
of School Jeff Miles. Madden will attend the United States Military
Academy West Point this fall.

Rabun Gap-Na-
coochee School honored
the accomplishments
of the Class of 2026, its
largest class in school
history, during the 123rd
Commencement Cere-
mony on Sunday, May 17.
Graduations from H1gh—
lands-Cashiers  include:
Coby Bloedow of High-
lands, Matgaret Cole of
Highlands, Wesley Cox
of  Cashiers, Isabella
Edelheit of Scaly Moun-
tain, Owen Madden of
Cashiers, and Monica
Tretiakov of Cashiers.

The Class of 2026
departs Rabun Gap with
a powerful legacy of
academic  achievement,
securing a perfect 100%
college acceptance rate
into four-year institu-
tions. The 107 graduates
accumulated an impres-
sive total of more than
365 acceptances and will
matriculate to 65 univer-
sities spanning 33 states
and five countries. Re-
flecting Rabun  Gap’s
high-caliber academic
curriculum,  acceptanc-
es included prestigious
Ivy League institutions,
service academies, 14
universities ranked in
the US. News & World
Report Top 50, and five
premier universities from
the Forbes 2026 “New
Ivies” list.

The Class of 2026
destinations ~ showcase
the broad opportunities
available to Rabun Gap
graduates. Fifty-two will
attend public universi-
ties, 30 will head to pri-
vate liberal arts colleges,
24 will attend Georgia
institutions, and 11 will
attend schools in North
Carolina.
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Highlands-Cashiers
Chamber Music Festival

45TH ANNIVERSARY SEASON

iy _;_E-nm:lmeu Quartet
[Ty = = >

TULY 5 - AUGUST 9, 2026

Anton Nel Nina Bernat

8 X/
American Quart, E

www.h-cmusicfestival.org | hcemfne@gmail.com | 828-526-9060
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Introducing
Dr. Anita
to
Highlands!

| EIN

Stop in and
checkout her
complete line of
skincare products.
Intelligent skincare for
intelligent people.

828-482-0818
322 Main Street ¢ Highlands

Hair Cuts,
{ {}; Color & Styles
for
Men &
Women

* Beard
Sculpting
& Trims
: * Luxury
) Shaves
* Men’s Cuts

\L"“ HM

\
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Monica

Balayage * Eyebrow Tints & Facial Waxing
Premium Hair Extensions
Bridal Services

322 Main Street * Highlands, NC
828-482-1112

...SUED continued from page 1

ing Tuesday, May 26, the town
slightly amended the October 16,
2025, ordinance which is the sub-
ject of the lawsuit.

In its opening statements,
the ordinance states that because
the Town received numerous
complaints and reports regard-
ing solicitation by individuals and
employees of businesses who
use excessive and intimidating
sales tactics, misleading promises,
unwanted touching, spraying of
perfumes and mists, and rub-
bing of creams and other prod-
ucts in an attempt to pressure
individuals to donate, contribute,
or pay large sums of money to
solicitors; and because the town
received numerous complaints
from businesses located along
Main Steet and in the B-1 zoning
district where such solicitation
has occurred regarding negative
impacts to the business as a result
of such solicitation of individuals
located on public property;

And to ensure the safety and
welfare of its citizens, ensure ad-
equate access, manage the traffic
flow and congestion of pedestri-
ans and customers on sidewalks
and streets, and protect the local
economy from adverse impacts,
the Town of Highlands Board of
Commissioners amended Chap-
ter 6, Article III, of the Town of
Highlands Code of Ordinances
to further define solicitation and
prohibit solicitation in the B-1
zoning district.

The amended solicitation
ordinance specifically addresses
and prohibits aggressive manners
of employees whereby passers-by
fear bodily harm, or a criminal act
upon their person or property as
a result of aggressive behavior.

Aggressive behavior includes
touching someone without their
consent, using obscene or abu-
sive language while attempting to
solicit; forcing oneself upon an-
other by engaging in close prox-
imity to a person after a negative
response either verbally, by physi-
cal sign, or by attempting to leave
is given; blocking the passage of
a person solicited, or engaging in
conduct that could reasonably be

construed as intending to compel
or force a person to accede to a
solicitation; acting with the intent
to intimidate someone into giv-
ing money, purchasing goods or
services or other conduct that a
reasonable person being solicited
would regard as threatening or in-
timidating in order to solicit.

Mainly, the ordinance says it
1s unlawful for any person to so-
licit on public property in the B-1
zoning district or upon private
property without the expressed
permission of the owner, propri-
etor or person in control of the
private property for commercial
purposes.

Removed from the previ-
ous ordinance are all references
to charitable and nonprofits be-
ing allowed to solicit. This levels
the playing field because now the
ordinance offers equal protection
under the law -- no one is allowed
to solicit on public property in
the B-1 district.

The plaintiff, Highlands
Beauty and Art represented by
Attys John Scarbrough of Scar-
brough & Scarbrough, PLLC, of
Concord, NC and Lucy Inman of
Bryson Harris Suciu & DeMay,
PLLC, of Raleigh, NC are basing
their case on the ordinance prior
to amendments made Tuesday
night at the special-called Town
Board meeting,

They contend the ordinance
bars its employees from offering
free samples to passersby which
is a customary means of promot-
ing its goods, attracting custom-
ers, and generating revenue nec-
essary to sustain its livelihood;
alleges violations of the First
and Fourteenth Amendments to
the United States Constitution,
including claims of violation of
freedom of speech, denial of
equal protection, and denial of
due process, as well as related
claims under the North Carolina
Constitution — equal protection
and law of the land, and fruits of
labor.

They are seeking preliminary
and permanent injunctive relief,
declaratory relief and damages.

They say on Nowv. 3, 2025,
two weeks after the Ordi-
nance was enacted, Chief Hol-
land issued a $500 citation to
Plaintiff’s employee, who was
standing just outside the store
adjacent to the sidewalk and of-
fering free samples of products
to passersby on the sidewalk.

As a direct and proximate
result of town’s enactment and
enforcement of the Ordinance,
they say they have suffered: (a)
loss of constitutional rights;
(b) lost business opportunities;
and (c) monetary injury and will
continue to suffer injury if en-
forcement of the ordinance is
not enjoined pending the reso-
lution of the action and perma-
nently after the conclusion of
the action.

Specifically, they want the
ordinance declared unconstitu-
tional on its face and as applied;
that it violates Article I, Section
1 of the North Carolina Con-
stitution and is void and unen-
forceable.

Furthermore, they want
the court to Issue a preliminary
injunction prohibiting enforce-
ment of the ordinance during
the pendency of this action; and
want it to Issue a permanent in-
junction prohibiting future en-
forcement of the ordinance.

In addition, they want to be
awarded damages, including the
refund of the $500 which they
paid, be awarded attorneys’ fees
and awarded such other and fur-
ther relief as the Court deems
just and proper.

In preparation to counter
the suit, the town held a special-
called meeting Tuesday, May
26 whete a final version of the
amended ordinance was pre-
sented. Commissioners voted
to accept the changes with the
ordinance effective immediately.

Commissioners hope not
exempting nonprofits and chari-
table organizations from adher-
ing to the ordinance will satisfy
atleast one of Highlands Beauty
and Art’s complaints --violation
of equal protection.



... FIRE TAX continued from page 1

Consequently, the Highlands fire tax
will be increased by one cent to 2.91 cents
per $100 of valuation. The rate is based
on an approximate valuation of the Town
of Highlands and the Highlands Town-
ship at $6,092,000,000.

Prior to the vote, Ward spoke to the
board in an effort to bring clarity to the
request that was proposed.

Several years ago, the fire depatt-
ment came to commissioners to ask for
an increase to help build a new main fire
station which was needed. The board of
commissioners approved the two-cent in-
crease to build the new fire station. Taxes
were collected for a few years before the
building was completed resulting in the
department building a fund balance while
the new facility was being constructed.
Ward said the town tried to make a bal-
loon payment on the loan but was unable
to due to restrictions within the terms of
the loan documents.

“The Town Board decided the rea-
son for building a new fire station was
to hire full-time firemen,” said Ward.
“Having the fund balance, the town de-
cided to go ahead and hire six full-time
firemen while the new station was being
constructed using those funds. For the
last three years, the town paid for those
firemen with the fund balance which con-
tinued to decline.”

Ward said the proposed fire tax in-
crease for FY "26-27 was a three-prong
request. The first prong to the request was
a one cent increase to balance operations
covering the costs of the six firemen that
were already hired using the monies from
the fund balance.

With the approved increase of
1-cent, the salaries of the six full-time
firefighters will no longer be paid with the
department’s fund balance.

The next two prongs of the request
were half cent increases for three pro-
posed full-time fireman positions and half
the cost of a new fire truck. The half cent
would give the town around $300,000 to
pay for the proposed $600,000 truck with
plans to finance the remaining balance.

The three prongs to the request add-
ed up to the two cents fire tax increase the
fire department and town were proposing
to commissioners.

“It is critical to understand that one
cent is needed now to balance operations
that we have now that we hired those six
full-time firemen,” said Ward. “Those six

full-time firemen are critical. The amount
of calls we get in Highlands has increased;
we are on an island. Our fire department
covers 09 square miles with us protecting
almost half of the valuation of this coun-
ty in the Highlands fire district.”

Ward urged commissioners to look
at the quick response team needed to
meet the demands of the fire department
which was the reason for the request of
the three new positions. The goal was to
have two people called out to respond to
calls with one firefighter left to cover the
station.

Howevert, because the commission-
ers only approved a one cent tax increase,
the three new firefighters -- one per shift
-- will not happen this year.

“We have a handful of volunteers
who are dedicated, but that is all we have
and they are getting older. When that
handful ages out I don’t know what we
will have,” said Ward. “We are going to
have to fall back on these full-time fire-
men to cover and protect the Highlands
fire district.

Currently, the Highlands Fire and
Rescue Department has two administra-
tive positions — a fire chief and assistant
fire chief. Although the two positions are
administrative, both respond to fire calls.
They are firemen and are listed on the
state roster as part of the 19 firemen who
make up the fire department.

Ward and Highlands Fire & Rescue
Chief Ryan Gearhart discussed the need
for a new fire truck. Currently the fire de-
partment has 2004 and 2006 fire trucks
that need to be replaced. The department
would like to purchase a new truck and
pay for it over two years and then have
the ability to purchase another truck over
the next two years to keep them in rota-
tion. While the current fire trucks passed
a recent pump test, the department also
had to make a costly repair of $10,000 af-
ter having a shift issue while out on a call.

Chief Gearhart said at some point
those trucks have to be replaced.

“My fear, as a fire chief, is that while
we are out fighting a fire the engine of the
old truck shuts down or blows up and a
guy is inside,” he said. “Chances of a new
truck failing you are less.”

Chief Gearhart said he is disappoint-
ed that the county didn’t OK the tw- cent
fire tax increase, but he is grateful for
what the department got.

*» See FIRETAX page 22
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= Each Friday and Saturday night from May threugh September, the
i Highlands Chamber of Commerce/ ,
=/mm Visit Highlands, NC hosts live music downtown,

ity

concert!

All shows take place from 6 - 8:30 p.m.

P it St
Town Square | 343 Main Street

Showcasing traditional
maountain music and local talent

MAY 15
The Foxfire Boys

MAY 22
Silly Ridge

MAY 29
Andrew Wakefield & Friends

HicuaLanp$§

NORTH CAROLINA

THE BEIENT OF RAPPINEL | 0LV il

5&&'0&35 on Fne
Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park
§11-499 Pine Street
Featuring a variety of populor,
regional bands and musicians
MAY 16
Lazrluvr

MaY 23
The Parks Brothers

visithighlandsnc.com
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What if?

Pastor Dan Robinson
Highlands Central Baptist Church

D ] emorial Day and Labor Day (respectively)
form the unofficial bookends for Summer. A
total of just over 100 days. These days ate pro-

moted in our culture as a time for leisure, vacations and

endless sales events. The marketing strategy coming at
us from almost every angle is seemingly breathless. Buy

Now! Sale Ends Soon! Time Is Running Out!

In 1869 the New York Times warned that Memo-
rial Day Observance “could become a sacrilege and lose
its sacred status if it focused too much on pomp and
oratory.”

I think we’re walking a fine line. What do you think?

As we think together let’s consider some applica-
tions and compatrisons between Memorial Day and
Scripture:

Our Days are also numbered. (Psalm 90:12). We all
have a starting place and we will all have an ending place.
Bookends. We know when we started. Only a Holy God
knows when our lives will end (John 21:17). Someone
has noted that on most cemetery monuments the date
of birth as well as the date of death are engraved with
only a “dash” in between. On occasion I will visit my
family cemetery in Candler, NC. And there on a certain
grave marker is my name. Following my name is the year
1953. Then there is a dash and a blank space. It matters
both now and eternally what you and I do during the
“dash.”

Memorial Day Observance dates back to the Civil
War. Some 683 thousand lost their lives making it the
costliest war in US. history. In comparison, some 420
thousand lost their lives in WW2. But are we not on
solid ground when we say that the greatest battle in the
history of the world was fought and won at Calvary?
There, one man died, the Lord Jesus Christ. But He died
so that innumerable hundreds of millions would never
have to die eternally. Almost everyone knows John 3:16
which promises that whosoever believes in Him shall
NEVER perish but have eternal life. You and I are the
“who-so-evers.” Have you given your life to Him?

When the Lord Jesus Christ instituted the Last Sup-
per He instructed His disciples that every time they ob-
served this special occasion it was to be “in memorial”
of Him (Luke 22:19). Some churches practice this ordi-
nance weekly. Others, quartetly. It is indeed a sacred Me-
morial and should not be overcome or overwhelmed by
“much pomp and oratory.”” It seems that some are right
on the edge however of doing just that. One wonders
at times whether they are attending church or the the-
ater! Something of a performance seems to take place
in both venues. Our sense of holiness is being threat-

* See SPIRITUALLY page 21

e PrLacEs 10 WORSHIP @

BLUEVALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor 706-782-3965
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.,Worship:| |
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7
5th Sunday Singing featuring Georgia Mountain Trio;
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
828-269-3546 « Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| |
CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev.Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298
Sundays: School at 9:30;Worship 10:30
GRACE CHAPEL ON HIGH HOLLY
9615 Dillard Rd Scaly Mountain, N C.

Pastor Steve Kerhoulas. http://www.Graceonhighholly.com
Sunday School 9:45;Worship | |; Prayer Service Wed 5:30p
Men’s and Women'’s Bible Study throughout the week
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH
The Revid Dr. Marc Robertson & Rev. Nick McGee
464 U.S. Hwy. 64E, Cashiers, NC
CAC@christanglicancashiers.org * 828-743-1701
Sunday:Adult Christian Ed, 9:15a; Holy Eucharist, 10:30a;
Fellowship | 1:45a;VWVed: Bible Study/Contemplative Prayer, 5p
CHRIST CHURCH OF THEVALLEY. CASHIERS
Pastor Jacob Tedder ¢ Jacob@cashiers.church  743-5470
www.cashiers.church
Sun. 10:452;Wed Study5:15p supper and childcare.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| la.m.

I'st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.
Wednesdays —Supper at 6 p.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com ¢ 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC ¢ Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins
Sun: Service 10:45am, Children’s 10:30am

Wed.:Youth 5:30-7pm;Women'’s Bible Study: Mon. 4:30pm, Tues.

10am; Men’s Bible Study:Wed. & Thurs. 7am @ Zookeeper
Bistro
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev.W. Bentley Manning, Rector * 526-2968
5th and Main streets * www.incarnationwnc.org
Sunday: Rite I, spoken, 8 am in Chapel, Rite Il with Choir 10:30
am in Sanctuary,Wed: Healing Eucharist 12 pm in Chapel,
Morning Prayer: Mon-Thurs 8:30 am in Chapel
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 » www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor * 220 Main Street, Highlands
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am;Women'’s 10:30 am
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Emily Wilmarth, pastor;, Rev. Kelley Connelly Asso. Pastor
828-526-3175 « fpchighlands.org
Sun.:Adult Ed.: 10a;Worship | la;Tues: Men’s Group 10a;
Wed: Bell Choir 4p. Chancel Choir:5:30p
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd)

Sunday School: 10 am.Worship Service:| | am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com ¢ Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814
Services: Sundays |0am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner -Wed. 6pm
HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH

Hwy 107N. » Glenville. NC ¢ 743-2729 + Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a.Worship | 1a & 7p. Bible Study 6p
Wed. Kidsquest 6p.;VWorship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 ¢ 165 S.Sixth Street
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays:Worship:| |
HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson * 11339 Buck Creek Road

The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily
sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a. & 6p.Wednesday Worship is 6p
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376
In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
909a Bluegrass and | |aTraditional
www.highlandsmethodist.org
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA
2152 Dillard Road ¢ 526-9741
Rev. Ken Langsdrof
Worship/Communion: 1 0:30 All are welcome.

Visit our website: Holy Family Lutheran Highlands NC
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miiles south of Highlands on N.C.28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| |. Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
Franklin » 828-634-1312 * mountainsynagoguewnc.com.
Services: Ist Fri.and 3rd Sat.and Rosh Hashanah & Yom
Kippur.
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH
743-2583 * Independent Bible Church
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church. 4224 Big Ridge
(4.5 miles from NC 107)

Weds:Youth Group 6 p.m.; Bible Study 6:30 p.m.;
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone — 526-2418
Sat.4pm May 23-Oct 24.;Sun.- | lam
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School —10 a.m.;Worship —I | am.& 7
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates * 526-3212
Sun.: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:10:45 a.m.;Worship: 6 p.m.
SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Richard Salmonson
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:I | a.m.
ST.JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Mass: Sun. 9a (English); Mon. 9:30a (Vatican Il in Latin); Tues.
7p (Spanish);Wed.,9:30a (English)

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: » 743-2359 * Rev. RobWood
Sunday Service (summer):9am & | lam
Visit our website: www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com
Our Bazaar Barn supports outreach in the community.
Open Fri & Sat. | lam-3pm
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
85 Sierra Drive. Franklin ¢ uufranklin.org
Sunday Worship - | | am.
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers *828-743-2122
Sunday School:10 am.Worship Service:| | am




e PolLicE & FIRE REPORTS ®

Highlands Police entries
from May 19. Only the names
of persons arrested, issued
a summons/citation, issued
a Class-3 misdemeanor or
those of public officials have
been used.

Accidents

May 19

Unit | was traveling south on
NC 106 (Dillard Road).

Unit 2 was traveling south on
NC 106 (Dillard Road), in a turn
lane to make a left turn.

Unit | driver stated that Unit
2 traveled into her travel path and
made contact.

There is no physical evidence
to support this claim.Any damage
to Unit | does not appear to have
been attributed to the incident.

May 21

Vehicle | leaving the park-
ing lot of High Country Wine and
Provision to make a left turn on
to US 64 west (Franklin Road).

Vehicle 2 was traveling west
on US 64 west (Franklin Road).

.SPIRITUALLY continued from page 18

eningly absorbed by a consumer
mindset wanting entertainment
but not transformation.

I hope you had a blessed
Memorial Day. I hope you will
have a blessed summer. I hope
you will come to Labor Day
with a sense of accomplish-
ment and readiness for a beau-

Vehicle 2 hitVehicle I.

Both vehicles came to rest in
roadway.

This week 2 Citations were is-
sued and 12 Warning Tickets were
issued.

The Highlands Fire & Res-
cue log from May 20.

May 20

At 9:41 am,, the dept. investi-
gated the cause of smoke at a resi-
dence on Flat Mountain road.

At 11:38 a.m,, the dept. was
first-responders to a residence on
Upper Lake road.

At 5:03 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence on Richie Lane.

May 21

At 11:16 am., the dept. re-
sponded to call of a tree done on
N. 4th Street.

At 7:27 p.m., the dept. was
first-responders to a residence on
NC 106 (Dillard Road).

At 7:04 p.m, the dept. was

tiful Fall. More than all of this
however, I hope you will think
about a hypothetical “What if.”
Namely, what if you knew that
the other bookend of your life
would be in just a little over a
hundred days? What would you
do? How are your relationships?
What is your relationship to the

..MJAYOR continued from page 2

ity of this project. That notion
of depositing the dredging ma-
terial on a farm has now trans-
formed into an expensive plan
to deposit it at the old landfill
at Rich Gap Road. The county
and town have entered into a
comprehensive agreement to
make the deposits in a safe and
environmentally sound manner.
That short travel distance will
save a lot of time and money,
resulting in more dredging of
the lake.

The bid documents and
construction plans are in the
final stages of development.
Mike will come back to the
board sometime this sum-
mer to give an update and re-
port. Once more information

is available about the dredging
operations, the board will hold
a public information meeting
about the start and completion
of the project.

At last week’s board meet-
ing, the idea of doing this project
quickly with minimal disruption
was floated. Mike’s response will
be that we all want to work as fast
as possible, but he believes the ef-
ficient use of resources, without
hurried time deadlines, will allow
as much dredging as possible for
the 5-million-dollar grant fund-
ing the project. As with all con-
struction projects, disruptions
and inconveniences will occut,
though efforts to minimize them
will also be on the agenda. The

first-responders to a location on
Clubhouse Trail.

May 22

At 10:28 a.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence on Moonlight Lane.

At 11:57 am,, the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a loca-
tion on Main Street.

At 1:26 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence on Lower Cliff Road.

May 23

At 9:16 a.m.,, the dept. investi-
gated a possible gas leak at a resi-
dence on NC 28 south (Walhalla
Road). No leak was found.

May 25

At 2:58 am.,, the dept. re-
sponded to a call of a tree down
on N.4th Street.

At 10:29 a.m,, the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a loca-
tion on Oak Street.

At 808 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence on Sagee Trace.

Lord Jesus Christ? Do you know
Him personally? Are you ready
for the other bookend?

I hope you will consider
these things. Because not only is
it important regarding how well
we begin but certainly how well
we finish.

NC Department of Environ-
mental Quality will monitor all
phases of the dredging process.

Now, about the dredging
costs. If 1 could have foreseen
the future and told Buck back in
the 1990s that the dredging of
Mirror Lake would cost five mil-
lion dollars and be limited to only
certain critical areas, I doubt he
would have believed me. Me too,
for that matter. Mayor Trott was
always an enthusiastic, “can-do
person,” whether he was flying
a combat mission or serving his
beloved community. We should
all give him credit for his vision
and leadership as the dredging of
Mirror Lake becomes a reality in
the next couple of years.
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FIREWOOD COMPANY

-
=

3
A

SN

- g

~
3
q

T ha v BT~ o)
N

R
=
Highlands ® Cashiers ¢ Atlanta

828.200.3050

bobhenritze@gmail.com ® www.firewoodcompany.net
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YOU ARE INVITED TO

At The First Baptist Church of Highlands

Join us every Thursday for 8 weeks
starting June 4™ from 9:30am-11:30am

CPweents e weteome o join!
Limited spots remaining
Dress code: Come as your best dressed and feel like royalty!

for more details contact our office at
(828-526-4153)

220 Main St Highlands NC 28741

Qe H 20
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HIGHLANDS
#1.9% CHURCH
mn

Come join us
each Sunday at 8:45 a.m.
~ * Small group environment
* Casual
* Breakfast included
* LIVE stream ANDY STANLEY
(NPCCQC)

For more information and location
Call Bee at 404-307-1415

* Free
Estimates
*Veteran

Owned

¢ Commercial
* Residential

¢ Interior
¢ Exterior !

o
%*auuu"""
Call: Cody Hervey * 828-200-6926

GENERAC

> 828-526-9325 «

Generators aren’t just a “thing” we do,
generators are all we do!

e Grading
* Excavating
e Driveways
* Build sites
* Hauling
e Septic Systems

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643
Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com

Kiln dried
FIREWOOD

Delivery or pickup

2460 Cashiers Road « Highlands 828-526-2395
highlandslawnandgarden.com

COUNSELING

CENTER

OF HIGHLANDS
Peggy Crosby Center » 348 South Fifth Street

828-482-7417

info@counselingcenter.org + counseling-center.org

We are nonprofit and provide counseling ona sliding scale fee so
everyone can receive the care they need regardless of ability to pay.

HOWARD
HANNA

1957 ALLEN TATE REAL ESTATE

#1 Family-Owned in the U.S.
Al Stoneham

Realtor-Broker

Luxury Home Specialist
Licensed in NC & GA

Cell: 828.332.9767
al.stoneham@howardhannatate.com

2 I

CHESINUT STORAGE

Storage Units Available
Secure 24-Hour Access
Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms

Call today to find out why we're
“Highlands Premier Facility”

828-482-1045

Buck Creek Rd - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Road near the hos-

Look for our sign!

LISATHOMPSON
DOG SITTING

« daily drop-in visits

« overnight & extended
stays

«» dog walking
828.424.4637

south dranite

DESIGN LLC

(Granite]lCounteniTops PECAMS

Kicehenlana|Baeh Phonestt4.244.0604
(Custom) Bouh S gl com
NaturallStones) e
94-5 |IUS-64 Cashiers NC 28717

3568B MAIN STREET

ESTATE JEWELERS OF
HIGHLANDS

JEL"':%"E'::--.; 3 "'":'_\-h
lppomtment Only! »_.&5;5; —
Call: 828-526-1960 =
Text: 770-855-0825 e

Emall ejofhlghlands@gmall com _ ﬂ,

CULLOWHEE

BASKETBAIL CcCAMP

Presented by the WCU Coaching Staff

KIDS cAMP

SESSION 1: 6/15-6/18
SESSION 2: 7/27-7/30

FATHER CHILD cAmpP
Session: 6/20

Partnered with:

i gy

F %

FORADDITIONAL INFO

EMAIL: SIMMONS@EMAIL.WCU.EDU
OR USE THE QR CODE
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e CLASSIFIEDS ®

FOR SAL
I, . 3o

MIRROR LAKE COTTAGE, 2/2, fully reno-
vated. $525k. Text only 828.421.2042.

HELP WANTED

CAREGIVERS NEEDED FOR PT DAY
AND NIGHT SHIFTS.- Competitive wages. Back-
ground check required. text 828-200-9000 for details
or apply online www.MyChoiceHome.Care (7/2)

CLERICAL-ADMINISTRATIVE help need-

AUTOMOTIVE

o
A e
f.:,.r“: : .FL}'R"

828-787-2360
2851 Cashiers Road, Highlands

We're proud to be a family-owned company with 43 years in the
business, and even prouder to now serve the Highlands commmunity.
~ Bob Saladna, Owner

Henelsiwhat:
Highleancls Autemetive
is all about!

* Same-day service for most maintenance
and routine repairs.
* Top-tier diagnostic & programming tools
— just like the dealer.
* New tire, alignment & balancing
equipment for precision and speed.
* Same experienced technicians.

We service ALL domestic and foreign vehicles.

Also serving customers in:
Atlanta, GA | Dallas, TX | Houston, TX

Come see the difference.

ST

ed. Highlands Central Baptist Church. Hourly wage.
Work from home. For more information, please call
Pastor Dan Robinson @ 828-371-2579. (st. May 7)

FOR RENT

2BD/2BATH SINGLE WIDE $I,100 per
month internet included. First and last security. Mark
828-200-0765. (st. 5/29)

FOR SALE

| BEDROOMAND | BATH PARK MODEL
with attached sunroom in the High Cotton Commu-
nity at Buckcreek Rd and Shortoff Rd in Highlands.
$199,000. If interested, email blueridgel43@yahoo.
com for more information. (st. 5/21).

SERVICES

CREATURE COMEQRTS — In-House Pet or
People sitting. Call Peg Ellis. Retired RN. References
available. 828-200-1028. (st. 1 1/20)

—Veteran, 20 years
experience. References in Palm Beach area and High-
lands. Call 561-685-0700. (6/4)

BLATEAU PAINTERS - Interior and exterior

Mountain Findings awards
scholarship

Mountain Findings, a 100% volunteer-run non-profit ot-
ganization, is proud to announce Claire Worley as the recipient
of the 2026 Impact Scholarship Award. Worley, a graduating se-
nior at Highlands High School, will receive a $20,000 four-year
scholarship to support her upcoming studies at the University
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.

The Impact Scholarship Award recognizes a graduating
senior who demonstrates financial need and a deep, firsthand
understanding of the Mountain Findings mission through ac-
tive volunteerism. Over the past year, Worley worked extensive-
ly alongside the organization’s volunteers, assisting shoppers,
moving furniture, loading vehicles, and operating the registet.

Wortley’s long-term career goal is to become a critical care
nurse, providing vital medical services both domestically and in-
ternationally. By lessening the financial burden of higher educa-
tion, Mountain Findings aims to empower students like Wotley
to achieve their academic goals and drive positive future change
through their careers and life actions.

painting, pressure washing, decks, and sanding and
staining wood floors. Division of Chatlos Construction.
Fully insured. Free estimates. Call Mike at 828-200-
4071. (6/25)

HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS HANDYMAN -
Chatlos Construction — Remodels,Additions, Framing,
Siding, Roofing, Decks, Painting. References. Insured.
828-200-4071. (6/25)

JUNK REMOVAL —We take anything. Call 828-
200-0492

CUSTOM WELDING - gates, railings, trailer
repairs, fencing, hand rails and more. | come to you!
Call Gavin at 828-200-4219 or email smallgavin26@
gmail.com

MURPHY'S PAINT CO, - interior/exte-
rior painting/sheetrock repair/wallpaper removal/log
homes/ decks. Insured. Free estimates. 828-332-0525
or 828- 421-8600. (5/21)

NEED FURNITURE MOVED OR ANY-
THING HAULED AWAY? Call or text James of
Going Gone at 828-421-2655. (7/30)

According to Dan Rupp, President, “We are incredibly
proud to support Claire as she takes this next big step toward
her dream of helping others. She has been an invaluable asset
to our volunteer team, and we know she will bring that same
dedication to her nursing career.”

This award is part of a broader commitment by Moun-
tain Findings to support local youth. This year, the organiza-
tion handed out $64,000 in scholarships to Highlands High
School seniors. Additionally, Mountain Findings continues to
endow approximately $40,000 in scholarships to past recipi-
ents to support them through the completion of their degrees.

A

Highlands Historical Society
awards scholarship

Congratulation to Claire Worley, recipient of our Ran Shaft-
ner Scholarship. Claire will be attending UNC Chapel Hill in
the School of Nursing. Dr. Price Kloess, President of HHS,
and Karen Price, Scholarship Committee member, presented
Claire with this $5,000 scholarship.
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NOTE:

* Highlands Pharmacy is
closed on Saturdays until May.
Hours are Mon.-Fri. 9a to 5:30p.

POOL SCHEDULE

* Lap Swim: Mon.-Fri. 6am-
9:45am, and Saturday |0am-
Ilpm - 6 lanes. Water Aero-
bics: 18 y+ Mon.-Fri. 10-1lam
with Karen Chambers. Adult
Swim: [8y+ Mon.-Thurs. | lam-
3:30pm, Friday |lam-1:30pm.
Public Swim: Mon. thru Thurs..
3:30-7pm, Saturday |lam-6pm
and Sunday |-6pm

PICKLE BALL

* At the Recreation Dept.
there are three indoor Pickle
Ball courts and six outdoor
courts.Pickle Ball can be played
every Mon,Tues,Wed, Thurs.and
Friday 10am-pm outdoors for
the summer

MOUNTAIN
INGS

* Summer Hours: Open:
10 am - | pm.May 28-30. Spruce
Street. www.mountainfindings.
org

FIBBER MAGEES

* Fibber Magee’s Thrift
Store on Laurel Street Hours.
Wed. & Fri. - 10a too 4p. Sat. -
10a to 2p.

FARMERS MARKET

* The “market” is open ev-
ery Saturday 8a to 12:30p in KH
Founders Park on Pine Street.

ALLWEEK

* Scaly Mountain/Highlands/
Cashiers Alcoholics Anonymous
“Open Meetings” for anyone
who thinks they may have a
drinking problem or for anyone
interested in the A.A. recovery
program. Open meetings are
held in Scaly Mountain at Grace
Chapel, 9915 Dillard Rd., Scaly
Mountain each Tues at 5:30 pm
and Highlands at the Ist Presby-
terian Church, 471 Main St,, on
Mon. at 5:30 p.m. and on Wed.
& Fri. at 12 noon. Open in-per-
son meetings are also held in
Cashiers @ the Albert Carlton
Cashiers Community Library,
249 Frank Allen Rd. on Sunday
at 5pm, on Tuesday @ 7 pm, on
Friday at 5 pm and on Saturday
at 9 am. For more information
please visit our website www.

FIND-

aawnc80.org or to speak with
a member of A.A. 24/7 call our
HELP Line 828 349-4357

Sun. thru Labor Day

e At the Church in the
Wildwood, traditional Hymn-
Sing 7-8 p.m. Non-denominal. All
are welcome. |0 minutes from
downtown Highlands in Horse
Cove. A family-friendly summer
tradition for more than 30 years.
Call or text 919-523-7067 for
directions or questons.

Mon.Thurs.

* At First Presbyterian
Church, ArtSpace is open from
9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.The next ex-
hibit will start in mid-August.
For information contact fpchkel-
ley@gmail.com

Mon-Wed-Fri

* Aerobics with Tina Rogers
8-9am at the Rec Park.

* Balance, Stretch &
Strengthen Class at the Rec
Park 8:30-9:30am. The cost for
the class is $30 a month and is
led by Vivian Brewer. Call the
Recreation Department at 828-
526-3556 for more information.

Mon., Tues., Thurs.

* The Food Pantry behind
the Methodist Church on Spring
Street is open from 10a-6p.

* Exercise Class with Mi-
chelle Lane at the Rec Park at
5:30.A combo class with differ-
ent types of exercise. 828-526-
3556

2nd Mondays

* The local chapter of PEQ,
an off-campus sorority found-
ed in the 1800s that provides
grants and loans to women with
financial need who want to re-
turn to school or further their
education meets at |0 a.m. For
more info call president Paula
McDonald at 706-372-3004

2nd Tuesdays

* Highlands Writers Group
meets on alternate Tuesday af-
ternoons at 3pm. Writers still
uncomfortable with in-person
gatherings may participate via
Zoom meetings For more info
contact Bud Katz at either 828-
526-3190 or at budandlynn@
me.com

Tuesdays

 Strength Training at the

e HicHL ANDS AREA EVENTS ®

Rec Park 8:15-9:15 am.

* At Wayfarers Chapel,
Workshop for Writers — from
5-6:30 PM

* ESL classes at The Literacy
& Learning Center, 6-7 p.m. 675
S 4th St.

Wednesdays

* The Literacy & Learning
Center offers a FREE weekly
Citizenship Class led by Faviola
Olvera from 5:30 to 7 pm at
675 S 4th St in Highlands, this
program is designed to help stu-
dents navigate the complexities
of the U.S. naturalization exam.

* Digital Navigators will be
at the Hudson Library from [-3
PM, digital navigators will host a
Tech Time drop-in time at Hud-
son Library with the goal to as-
sist attendees with basic smart-
phone, laptop, iPad and tablet
skills. For more information, call
the Library at 828-526-3031.
This program is free and open
to the public.

Thursdays

* Kickboxing 8:15-9:15a. at
the Rec Park. No martial arts
background necessary Contact
the Rec Dept.at 828-526-3556
for more info.

* At First Presbyterian
Church a free concert “Music
for Prayer” at noon. These ca-
sual concerts are almost entirely
improvised and last 30-45 min-
utes.

* At Hudson Library, special
children’s events will be on tap
on Thursday afternoons at 3:30
Kids Zone programs.

3rd Saturdays

* The American Legion Post
370 meets at the First Method-
ist Church at 315 Main St. in
their community room/909 cha-
pel. Breakfast ia at 9a; meeting is
at |0a. Email ncpost370@gmail.
com or just join us at 9am.

Through July 25

* At The Bascom, “Con-
necting to Place: Blue Ridge
Craft Trails Invitational 2026”
in the Thompson Gallery. Cu-
rated by M.Anna Fariello, a for-
mer Smithsonian Renwick Fel-
low and Fulbright Scholar; the
exhibition brings together 20
craft artists from communities

across WNC, including Franklin,
Waynesville, Dillsboro, Bryson
City, Cullowhee, Canton, Chero-
kee, Maggie Valley, and Brasstown.
It's presented in partnership with
the Blue Ridge National Heritage
Area, which operates the Blue
Ridge Craft Trails program. Ad-
mission is free.

Thurs., May 28

* At Highlands Mercantile,
Obagi Day |0ato 3p.

Fri., May 29

* Friday Night Live in Town
Square from 6-8:30p, Andrew
Wakefield & Friends.

Sat., May 30

* Highlands School gradua-
tion, 10 am in new gym.

* At The Bascom: “From Tu-
ber to Trophy: A Dahlia Growers’
Talk” on Saturday, from |la.m.
to |12p.m. at 323 Franklin Road
in Highlands. Led by seasoned
local growers Peggy Boruchow
Arnette and Libby Eustis, the free
talk is designed to help growers
at every level produce a bloom
ready for the show table.The talk
is free and requires no advance
registration. For more informa-
tion, visit TheBascom.org or call
828.526.4949.

¢ Saturday on Pine at KH
Founders Park 6-8:30p, Snap.

¢ At PAC, The Texas Tenors,
7:30 pm. boxoffice@highland-
sperformingarts.com. 828-526-

9047.

Sun., May 31

* Blue Valley Baptist Church
5th Sunday Singing featuring
Georgia Mountain Trio at 10am.
I'l Mack Wilson Road.

Mon.-Fri., June 1-5

* Vacation Bible School
“Camp Yahweh” at Community
Bible Church. Rising Kindergar-
ten through rising 6th graders.
Register at cbchighlands.com.

Fri., June 5

* At Highlands Sotheby’s
Main Street location, Artist Re-
ception Meet & Greet featuring
Christie Taylor 4:30-6:30p.

Sat., June 6

* Pop-Up Pipers

Thurs.-Sat., June 11-13

* Highlands Motoring Fes-
tival.

Sat., June 20

* Highlands-Cashiers Film
Festival Summer Screening. Trail
Mix, noon at the Village Green
in Cashiers and at 3p at PAC
in Highlands. FREE. It follows a
2,000 mile journey from Geor-
gia to Maine along the Appala-
chian Trail.

Sat & Sun, June 27-28

*  Mountaintop  Rotary
Club’s Art and Craft show in
KH-Founders Park.

Sat., July 11

* Pop Up Pipers.

...FIRE TAX continued from page 17

Total expenditures for the FY 26-27 Fire Department Fund
are $2,457,075 including $300,575 toward the purchase of a new
pumper truck and the total debt service of $600,000, which is the
loan payment for the construction of the main station.

Revenue for the Highlands Fire Department to provide set-
vice to the Town of Highlands and the Highlands Township, which
includes a portion of unincorporated areas of Macon and Jackson
counties, comes solely from the fire tax.

“We can’t hire the three new firefighters which would have en-
abled us to have three per shift,” said Geathart. “We have two fire-

fighters per shift now.”

“If we had gotten the two cents, we would have been OK for
a few years, but now we will have go back next year and ask for an
increase again,” he added. “There’s no telling what that will be at this

point.”

The board of commissioners will hold a public hearing on the
budget on June 9, 2026 at 6 p.m. Following the public hearing, the
board will vote to adopt the upcoming budget. At this time, com-
missioners did not set any dates for additional budget work sessions.
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Highlands | Sotheby’s

114 N. 4th Street * Highlands, NC

Local Expertise, Global Connections.

Licensed in NC and GA
office: 828.526.8300 * cell: 828.337.0706
sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com ¢ highlandssir.com

Sheryl Wilson

FEGCPERTIES

Denise Boothby
RIE-482-2434

wiww LivelLoveHighlands com

HIGHLANDS
CASHIERS

CHRISTIE’S

INTERNATIOMNAL REAL ESTATE

Highlands Office | 210 N. 5th Street

Cell: 828-787-1895
pamela.nellis@yahoo.com
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Broker / Luxury Collection
Specialist
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Mountain Living ...
begins with
conversation and a
cup of coffee.
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PAT GLEESON
Broker | Realtor® | 828.782.0472
PatrickGleeson4@Gmail.com

BEE GLEESON
Broker | Realtor® | 404.307.1415
BeeGlee4@Gmail.com

JESSICA HABERKERN
Broker | Realtor® | 254.718.7494
JessHaberkern@Gmail.com
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.on the Verandah
@ Restaurant
~/on Lake Sequoyah |
828-526-2338

43 Years of Fine Dining

NOW OPEN
Tuesday-Saturday

5:30-9p

www.ontheverandah.com

MCCULLEY’S
CASHMERE

Scotland’s Best Knitwear

Open 7 days a week

526-4407
242 S. 4th St.




