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Auditor explains Highlands’ financial health

By Kim Lewicki
Once again, the annual audit
by Gould Killian CPA Group,
(GK) found that the Town of
Highlands is financially sound.
At the February Town

Mission lifts
flu visitor

restrictions

Also accepting Kesha Young
Scholarship applications

Mission Health has lifted
all flu-related visitor restrictions
across its hospitals and affiliated
facilities in Western North Caro-
lina, effective today.

With influenza activity de-
creasing across the region, not-
mal visitation policies have
resumed at Mission Hospital
and all Mission Health member
hospitals and affiliates, including
Angel Medical Center in Frank-
lin, Blue Ridge Regional Hospi-
tal in Spruce Pine, CarePartners
in Asheville, Highlands-Cashiers
Hospital in Highlands, McDow-
ell Hospital in Marion, and Tran-
sylvania Regional Hospital in
Brevard.

“We are pleased to resume
normal visitation and welcome

families and loved ones back

* See MISSION page 9
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Board meeting, Travis Keever
of GKissued a clean opinion on
the June 30, 2025 financial state-
ments submitted -- June 30 is the
end of FY "24-25.

“We reported no material

weakness in internal control over
financial reporting; no instances
of material noncompliance with
laws and regulations, and we
performed a single audit over

* See AUDITOR page 4
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Macon County amateur radio operators
connect with the world from the Bahamas

Three Macon County resi-
dents recently combined travel,
technology, and adventure du-
ing an international amateur ra-

dio expedition to the Bahamas,
successfully making hundreds
of contacts with radio operators
around the world.

Highlander

* See RADIO page ||

Chip  Snyder
(K2KJD), John Marich (K4S-
GR), and Jon Loewy (KB4FO)

County’s
Planning
Board to be
reduced to 5

Highlands and Franklin
will no longer have a
vote

By Kiristin Fox

After a motion by Com-
missioner John Shearl and sec-
onded by Commissioner Barry
Breeden, at their regular Febru-
ary meeting, the Macon County
Board of Commissioners voted
unanimously to decrease the
Macon County Planning Board
from 11 members to five voting
members.

One significant change in
the approved reduction of the
board that will directly affect the
towns of Franklin and High-
lands is that they will now only
serve as non-voting liaisons on
the planning board.

Commissioners said the

* See PLANNING page 6

The Birches

New Luxury Townhomes at
Wildcat Cliffs Country Club

Jody Lovell | (828) 226.6303

M<CULLEY’S

The largest selection of
Scottish cashmere in the U.S.A.
In Highlands ...
242 S. 4th St. - 828-526-4407
Open 7 days a week

www.mcculleys.com

on the hill
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e THE PLATEAU’S POSITION °

«MAYOR ON DUTYe.

How to address the decades old story of workforce housing in Highlands?

at are we go-
ing to do about
workforce  hous-
ing? If nothing is done, what
is the economic impact for
the future? What is the Town
of Highlands going to do to
address this issue? What is
Macon County going to do?
What is the private sector go-
ing to do?
These questions create
a complex matrix of issues and prob-
lems to be addressed. What I do know
is that the town cannot go it alone in
addressing workforce needs. As I have
said before, “Let Highlands pay for it”
is an outdated saying; some may think
we have the resources, but we do not
have the huge tax resources to solve

this problem.
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Highlands Mayor
Patrick Taylor

I was reading the local
newspapers this past week
and came across a real estate
ad that underscored the chal-
lenges to expanding the supply
of workforce housing 1 like
looking at pictures of homes
for sale in the many real estate
ads in the newspapers. A small
blue bungalow on 0.31 acres,
located near town, caught my
attention. I thought to myself,
this house would be a great place for a
working couple to buy here on the pla-
teau. Not a huge home, but a modest
house for someone to live and work in
Highlands. My immediate impression
was that it was about a $200,000 house,
and even at that price, it would be a big
mortgage payment for working-class
folks.

But I was off base; the asking price
was $689,000, a price most people can-
not qualify for, let alone afford. If that
were not enough, the picture of a large
house posted below the bungalow was
listed at $6.2 million. I guessed that any-
one buying that house had others scat-
tered across the country or throughout
the world, and that the owners would
occupy this 06.2-million-dollar home
only a few weeks or months out of the
year. But when occupying that luxurious
home, the owners will want all the local
services provided by a workforce, great
restaurants, access to healthcare, and
other amenities.

Other factors here on the Highlands
Plateau create challenges for affordable
housing. Construction costs far exceed
those in other areas, with some homes
costing $1,000 per square foot. Also,
large areas of flatland are at best in short
supply, especially in the town. Topologi-

cally distressed lots pose challenges in
terms of costs, meeting environmental
concerns, and simply addressing access
to watet, sewet, Or septic systems.
Previous attempts to gain state and
federal government support for work-
force housing have not been successful.
The state has many criteria for meeting
housing grant requirements. With in-
tense competition, especially from more
urban areas in the state, it is especially
hard for area initiatives to secure funding.
My concern is that without new sup-
plies of workforce housing, the region
will see limited economic prosperity in
the future. As new hotels, restaurants,
and retailers locate to the plateau, where
will the workers come from and live?

Also, the housing challenge is not only
centered on houtly workers. Profession-
als like doctors, teachers, and govern-
ment workers also face the challenge of
finding a place to live.

Last year, a comprehensive hous-
ing study was done for all of Macon
County. I hope a coalition of organiza-
tions across the county will address the
housing needs of the community. It is a
daunting problem that will take millions
of dollars to address. By that, I do not
mean 10 or 15 million; we are talking
about 100 or 150 million dollars, along
with a lot of hard work and creativity.
But the effort needs to be made by the
entire community. I am open to innova-
tive ideas, just let me know.

- WEATHER .

Thu, 12-Mar Fri, 13-Mar
49°F 56°F
26°F 34°F

cool

RealFeel®
High 58° Low: 30°

t-storm

RealFeel®
High: 42° Low: 28°

windy; a shower and Mostly sunny and not as

Sat, 14-Mar Sun, 15-Mar
65°F 58°F
39°F 46°F

Sunny and warmer Low clouds

RealFeel® RealFeel®

High 73° Low: 34° High 55° Low: 48°

Highlands NC 4-Day Forecast By AccuWeather.com

Highlands Real-Time Weather Station @ Highlandsinfo.com/wx.htm

HIGHLANDER

ROOFING SERVICES,.

New & Re-Roofing Applications Including:
Asphalt * Cedar « Metal * Synthetic Materials

Showroom: 1511 Highlands Rd * Franklin ¢ O: 828-524-7773
info@highlandernc.com * www.highlandernc.com
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PAT ALLEN JULIE OSBORN
828.200.9179 828.200.6165
pat.allen@gmail.com 828.526.8784 | 295 DILLARD ROAD julie.osborn@gmail.com
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Perched above 4,118 feet, this elegant mountain home enjoys cool temperatures
this exquisite new construction estate home by Campagna Homes offers the and refreshing breezes year-round. A stately gated entry welcomes you to this
pinnacle of luxury mountain living without the requirement of club membership. beautifully updated Craftsman-style house.

e Elevator ¢ Two Wood-burning Fireplaces w/ * 4BR/5BAs Pantry, Appliances & More

¢ 3BR/4.5BAs w/Bonus Rooms Gas Starters ¢ New Roof in January 2026 * Lower Level Family Room w/Wt Bar,

e Gourmet Kitchen w/Thermador  Telescoping Glass Pella Doors From e Spa-inspired Primary Bath w/Steam Office, Game Room & More
Appliances Living Room To Expansive Porch Shower & Heated Floors e Gated Community

* Dry Bar w/Ice Maker o MLS# 1002555 | $3,425,000 » Updated Kitchen w/New Walk-in » MILS# 1002556 | $2,400,000

VOTED AMERICA’S BEST

by RealTrends since 2021




Page 4 - Highlands Newspaper - Thurs. March 12,2026 - 828-200-1371

..AUDITOR continued from page 1

FEMA funding received and no findings
wete noted,” he said.

The audit did reveal a budget viola-
tion in the Water/Sewer Capital Proj-
ects Fund regarding an over-budget of
$49,000 on the Hummingbird Court wa-
terline project. That over-budget was due
to grant money coming in late.

The town is the recipient of numer-
ous grants and that funding is entered as
income which can throw figures off if
timelines don’t align.

Keever said the firm looks at the
amount of cash in the town’s coffers at
the end of each fiscal year minus unpaid
bills to determine viability. He noted that
the water/sewer enterprise fund is op-
erating at a loss and said a rate increase
should be considered.

Enterprise funds are supposed to
support themselves by earning enough
money through service fees for operating
and potential capital expenses.

Currently, the town has two enter-
ptise funds — Electric and Water/Sewet.
Sanitation used to be an enterprise fund,
but it has been moved to the General
Fund because keeping it independent and
self-sufficient wasn’t working fee-wise.

Last year, the state ruled that funds
from one enterprise fund couldn’t sup-
port another. Traditionally, Highlands
Electric Fund which generates a lot of
money, helped fund the Sanitation and
Water/Sewer funds so rates didn’t have

Bryson'-’*

Wine Tasting every
Thursday, 2-5

to be raised as often.

However, that is no longer allowed,
which means a rate increase for water/
sewer will likely be discussed at the up-
coming FY ’26-"27 budget workshops.

The Water/Sewer Fund’s unrestricted
net position is negative $2,289,866 — less
than 2024 but still a negative. Its operating
income is at a loss of $993,602 and cash
flow from operating activities is negative
$145,325 so the net decrease in cash is
$359,829.

In comparison, the Electric Fund is
up across all categories — working capital is
at $7,284,177, up from 2024; its unrestrict-
ed net position is up, too, at $11,598,801;
operating income is up substantially from
2024 -- $1,371,514 up from $497,177;
grants received was $787,305 with none
in 2024; cash flow from operating ac-
tivities more than doubled from 2024 --
$1,149,821 compared to $434,506; with a
net increase in cash in 2025 at $928,557
compared to a $4,395,428 loss in 2024.

The Governmental Fund Summary
revealed a total of $9,465,302 in revenues
and expenditures, which must always
match.

Ad Valorem Taxes bring in the most
revenue at $3,100,033; Local Option Sales
Tax brings in the next highest amount
at $1,574,229; with charges for services
(enterprise funds) bringing in $1,427,535;
Intergovernmental revenues bring in

* See AUDITOR page 12
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Here today. Tomorrow? Who knows?

picture surfaced on
one of the “What’s
Happening in High-

lands” Facebook pages. It was
purported to be a rendering
of the project proposed for
the recently demolished Bank
of America property on 4th
Street and Carolina Way. Peo-
ple who appear to be “in the
know” regarding the proposed
hotel also appear to be lament-
ing that such a project is even being con-
sidered for Highlands.

To be sure, locals have likely been a
bit frustrated at all the recent activity that
some consider anathema to the character
of our sweet, little town. Just last week,
a respected local Realtor wrote in this
newspaper a plea to, as he put it, not lose
the Highlands we love. Speaking person-
ally, which is what this column is, I could
not agree mote.

That said, we who are spectators to
all this activity must be realistic about
what’s taking place. There’s a word for it.
Change. And if we’re paying attention,
we know it’s been taking place and con-
tinues to take place pretty much all the
time.

We’re all aware of at least some of
the changes taking place in our beautiful
little town, and depending on every indi-
vidual’s point of view, some of it we are
or will be OK with, and some of it, if
we’re honest, some of us don’t like one
bit.

My wife and I purchased our home
just outside the Highlands town limits
almost 20 years ago. We've been full-
time residents for 15 of those years and
have seen a lot of coming and going.
We recently recalled a furniture store on
the property now occupied by the Post
Office, which used to be adjacent to
Bryson’s, but is now home to the Literacy
and Learning Center. The ABC Store
moved from Highlands Plaza to the site
of the old fire department, which moved
next to the site of a vacated bank that left
the market. We loved the little café inside
the pharmacy in the space next to The
Dry Sink, currently home to Bardo.

Like many of you, we’re wondering
what will pop up on the corner of 4th
and Main where the historic Holt build-
ing recently came down. The old High-

Bud Katz

lands Playhouse on Oak Street
near the Police Station is gone,
but there’s a beautiful now rela-
tively new two-stage facility on
Chestnut Street presenting an
¥4 array of live theater, film, and
8| concerts. Way more than was
the case before.

Is Highlands the same
as it used to be? Of course it
isn’t. But that doesn’t mean that
we’ve lost something;

Here’s the thing, There are, I'm told,
three responses to change. The first is
to get on board. The second is to fight
it. The third is to get out of the way so
as not to be run over by it. Change hap-
pens and we must deal with it like adults.
Those places we all visited and supported
and loved will never truly be gone if we
remember them and talk about them. If
you want to compare what was to what
is, that’s fine. And we’re all petfectly justi-
fied to miss that which we loved and feel
we’ve lost.

I, for one, will miss Wolfgang’s. 1
already miss The Toy Store, The Sports
Page, and the house across from where
we live and the folks who used to live
there. If I’'m honest, there are a few plac-
es I probably wouldn’t miss at all, but I
don’t get to make those decisions. The
people who own those properties and
businesses do.

I left Bank of America long before
Bank of America left Highlands and lon-
ger still before the building on 4th Street
and Carolina Way came down. I won’t
know what to think about what’s going
to occupy that site until it’s built and op-
erating. Maybe T’ll like it, or maybe not.
Either way, after it’s been there a while it
will likely feel to me like it’s always been
there, until either it, or I, am no longer
around.

* Bruce F. “Bud” Karz, and his wife,
Lynn, have lived year-round in Highlands since
2011. Bud is the anthor of four novels and a
work of non-fiction. He facilitates the High-
lands Writers Group and spends much of his
time in front of a computer making words into
sentences, Sentences into paragraphs, ... ete. You
can contact him regarding bis books, this colunmn,
or for information abont the Highlands Writers
Group, at bruceflatzanthorl@gmail.com
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66 Summit Trail, HighlandS

$2,450 000 °® MLS# 1002246

4 Woodland Lane,Highlands
$1,350,000 ®* MLS# 1001756

354 FIat Mountain Estates Road nghlands
$3,299,000 ®* MLS# xxxxxxx

Andrea Gabbard

C: 828.200.6742
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com
Recognized as one of the top 100 Agents
in NC *RealTrends’

ighlands

i I LRI H L
114 N. 4th Street * Highlands, NC
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* INVESTING AT 4,118
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Why to invest in a business in Highlands and Cashiers

ost people move to Highlands
to buy a house. Rarely do they
move up here to buy a busi-

ness. Owning a business isn’t for the
faint of heart. Owning one in a small,
tourist town can be even more tricky.

COREY JAMES GALLERY

& Estate Consignments

Bronze sculpture ¢ Paintings
Vintage & Antique Collectables &
Furniture - Costume Jewelry

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

WHOLE LIFE
MARKET >

Natural Products Store
Hours: 9am-5pm
Mon-Sat
828-526-5999
Wholelifehighlands@icloud.com
LOCATED AT 680 N UTH ST, HIGHLANDS

TRAD Organic smoothie/juice
NECM bar located
e inside Whole
@ NJutcerary life Market

aF

Highlands Office:
828-349-1280
Franklin Office:
828-349-1280
Hair
Laser Removal
20% OFF

=

Special does not apply to packages

CIALS

WEDADAL BPRA

| ?'r.f . A
)

Free Consultations
Memberships
Package Deals

What makes it diffi-
cult?

Seasonality and cash-
flow swings: You might
make most of your revenue
in 3-5 months but pay rent,
insurance, loans, and utili-
ties year-round. This is the
#1 challenge.

Staffing problems: Sea-
sonal workforces are hard
to hire and retain; housing

Community relation-
ships matter: If you build
trust with locals and other
business owners, referrals
and partnerships can be

powerful.
Why buy over build?
Most  people  are

hooked on the grind. They
treat building a business
from scratch for six years
as “honorable.” But there’s

shortages in tourist towns
can make it worse. Training

Wendy Reese

no prize for doing it the
hard way—and it’s often

costs repeat every year. U Betkshire Hathwday easier to build real wealth
Dependence on out- omeSerwcps Meadows six months than in six

side factors: Weather, road Mountain Realty years.

closures, local events, travel 402-630-7461 When you buy a func-

trends, online reviews, and the broader
economy can sharply change demand.

Limited local matket: In the off-sea-
son you're selling mostly to locals, which
can cap revenue — especially for non-es-
sential businesses.

Regulation and community politics:
Permits, signage, outdoor seating, liquor
licensing, noise rules, and “tourism vs. lo-
cal charactet” tensions can add friction.

Competition is concentrated: Small
towns can have only a few main streets;
you may compete directly with a handful
of well-established businesses.

What can make it easier?

Built-in demand during peak times:
You can get strong foot traffic without
spending as much on marketing as you
would elsewhere.

Word-of-mouth travels fast: Great
service and reputation can quickly be-
come a moat.

Less “big city” competition: Fewer
chains, fewer substitutes — if you’re dif-
ferentiated.

tioning business with real demand, prov-
en systems, and paying customers, you're
not starting at zero. You’re buying a head
start that most people spend their entire
careers trying to earn.

Stop trying to build something from
nothing. Start looking for an enterprise
to lead. One path requires a decade of
hope; the other requires a single, well-
structured deal.

There are beautiful homes to buy up
here. There are also great businesses to
buy. If you’re looking to live, and work in
Highlands then know that Business Ac-
quisitions, Sales, and Consulting in part-
nership with Berkshire Hathaway Mead-
ow Mountains Realty can assist you.

Support your local businesses!

» Wendy Reese Richey is a Business Bro-
ker, Business Owner and Commercial Agent
Specializing in Business Acquisitions, Sales &
Consulting Berkshire Hathway HomeServices
Meadows Mountain Realty 402-630-7461 or
wendy@bbhsmmr.com

..PLANNING continued from page 1

membership reduction was necessary be-
cause the planning board has frequently
had difficulties in achieving a quorum
which they felt affected the productivity
of the board.

Commissioners also said a smaller
board is more in line with other local ad-
visory boards.

“I think there is a gentlemen’s agree-
ment for us to be a liaison to the towns’
boatds and for them to be a liaison to us,”

said Chairman Joshua Young. “Another
side of the coin is a lot of folks in rural
parts of this country look at government
as authority. When you have employees
as voting members on a boatd, let’s say a
five-member board and two government
employees are voting members, it appears
to be a conflict.”
However, Young said he did want to
have organic community involvement.
* See PLANNING page 9
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Dear Editor:

Abroad, the Trump Ad-
ministration defies internation-
al laws, violates the United Na-
tions Charter (the U.S. helped
develop), and threatens wotld
peace by recklessly initiating
wars with sovereign nations
that pose no imminent threat
to the United States or our al-
lies.

Here at home, we’re
watching a police state evolve
right before our eyes as peace-
ful citizens are shot dead on
the streets of their own cities
by well-armed masked thugs
masquerading as an authentic
police force. Trump’s aim, both
at home and abroad, seems
abundantly clear: seize power
and end our democratic ex-
periment --- perversely, on the
250th Anniversary of its birth.

I’'m disheartened by the di-
rection our country has elected,
the surrendering of our moral
compass characterized by the

ERS®
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Veterans: It's time to choose

veteran community’s response
-- an unforeseen but most deaf-
ening silence. For a decade the
dominant feature of human ex-
istence in the United States has
been navigating the ever-thick-
ening fog of uncertainty.

I vividly recall a time in
America when people caught
lying were routinely and univer-
sally expected to exhibit both
remorse and a sense of shame.
Woodsheds were built specifi-
cally for that purpose. Trump
has transformed that axiom by
establishing lying as standard
operating procedure and ut-
ter bullshit as the modern-day
equivalent to statesmanship.

I served 20 years active
duty (Navy) under six presi-
dents, another 10 years in the
Fleet Reserve (subject to recall)
under two more (Fisenhower
to George H.W. Bush), all eight
former Army or Naval officers.

None of these eight presi-
dents claimed to be perfect -- but

Fare thee well

Dear Editor,

While the road might go
on forever, the party has in-
deed ended, and Highlands
Food and Wine Festival has
taken its final bow: I first expe-
rienced the festival in Novem-
ber 2019, just a few months
after moving here, and I was
instantly swept up in its mag-
ic. Anderson East lit up that
Saturday afternoon, and for
a moment it felt like we were
all kings for a day. The fol-
lowing year slipped away to
Covid-19, but in 2021 Amos
Lee reminded us that the win-
dows ate rolled down, and we
were locked up in this fantasy
while the sun was setting high.
In 2022, Old Crow Medicine
Show brought their old-time
string band charm, and the
whole crowd belted out Wagon
Wheel. Grace Potter reminded
us in 2023 that love is love
and hearts are hearts. In 2024,

Sunday’s A Shot at Redemption
became a heartfelt benefit for
Hurricane Helene relief efforts.
I'll always remember dancing in
the rain while Abraham Alex-
ander shared his soulful tunes
and one of my favorite cov-
ers of Wicked Game. And in
2025, hearing One Headlight by
The Wallflowers let me relive a
piece of the 1990s I've always
loved. These moments are just
a glimpse of what the festival
gave me year after year.

The music was only part of
it. Hach November brought un-
forgettable food and wine, far
more than I could ever fit into
a single letter. I loved watching
our local restaurants shine and
sampling dishes from excep-
tional chefs across the South-
east. I'm deeply saddened to
see the festival go and will miss
my friends from Eleven Events
and their crew this fall. Begin-

o See LETTERS page 9

neither would any one of them
have incited an armed, angry
mob to attack our own Capitol
and kill its defenders to prevent
the peaceful transfer of power.
This president (a convicted felon
who considers himself above all
laws) did exactly that and then
pardoned over 1,500 men and
women who helped him commit
that crime.

I thought the vengeance
campaign by the Trump-Hegs-
eth duo against the decorated
retired Navy combat veteran and
former astronaut (Captain Mark
Kelly), now a U.S. Senator, would
bring the veteran community to
its senses - I was wrong,

Such an attack on a distin-
guished veteran (clearly an abuse
of military law and 1st Amend-
ment rights) ordinarily would be
considered nonsensical border-
ing on moronic were it not rec-
ognizable that both Congtess
and the High Court are corrupt-
ed to the point, that unbiased,

fair outcomes are no longer as-
sured.

I have hoped the veteran
community would take the lead
in seeking the truth amidst this
Administration’s lying, often rac-
ist, anti-democratic, anti-consti-
tutional, pro-crime behavior, and
shepherd our nation out of dif-
ficult times, defending the time-
honored institutions and values
Americans have been taught to
respect since childhood.

I appeal to my fellow veter-
ans, compattiots in the American
Legion, VEW, AMVETS, DAV,
TREA, the NCVA (ALL Vet
erans): honor our oath, dignify
what our uniforms symbolize,
choose to remain silent no lon-
ger. Stand up and speak firmly
for right to prevail over wrong,
The world is watching and histo-
ry is recording, Fellow veterans:
the future is ours to determine.

David L. Snell
Franklin

- Page 7
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Massage Therapist
Vickie Franco to Highlands

LMBT # 20596

Call now
to book your service.

Offering

* Traditional
Swedish Massage
* Deep Lymph Flushing
Massage
Specializing in:
* Craniosacral Therapy
* Myofascial Release
Therapy

322 Main St - Highlands
828-482-1112

w

Modern MTN Life
Books ¢ Gifts * Her * Home

fw&v&;Z/&w Fate

142 Hwy 107 Cashiers, NC * 828-743-8030
Open Year Round Mon-Sat 10-5

erinegray
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Host your next party at Highlands Burrito
for birthdays, game days & more!

@ DINE IN OR TAKE IT TO GO
226 South 4th Street, Highlands, NC

Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p ¢ Sun. 11a to 7p
Closed Tuesdays
828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern

at Htghlander Mountain House
Open for

LUNCH
Wednesday-Saturday
11:30-3p
Open for
DINNER
Wednesday-Saturday
5:30-9p
Open for

with Blue Grass music
10a-3p

290 Main Street ® Highlands * 828-526-2590
highlandermountainhouse.com

AHIGHLANDER MOUNTAIN HOUSE HOTEL

The Secret Garden
5 Sandwich shop and
hE-L i- :

gourmet food market
Open Year-Round
Mon.-Fri.. 1 [:30a to 4p
t., hoon-4

Sat
Call (828) 305-7509 to place a pick-up order.
Caterlng and Custom Charcuterie

Now serving wine,
beer & coffee!
Open to the public!

(!o!!ee Bar 8a to 4p

Wine/Beer Bar:

Empanadas * Tequenos * Roasted Chicken

Gyro * Salads ¢ Pitas * Burgers  Philly Cheese

Steak * Susan’s Rueben ° Italian Sausage
Appalachian Fries * Onion Rings
Shrlmp Gumbo * Soups, and more!

Open
Breakfast: 7-10a
Lunch: | 1a-3p
Dinner:
Thurs., Frl., & Sat. 5-8p
828-482-1513

{ 462 Dillard Road, Highlands
! (across from Dusty’s)

828-526-4035

| WILD THYME GOURMET

R EB T a W R &M T

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round

Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. * Highlands

Open 6 Days

| Closed Wednesdays
Lunch: 11a-3:30p
Dinner:
s 5:30p - closed
No Dinner Sundays

Specialty Grocery
Shop for great meals and gatherings!
Entertaining made easy!

Hurry in and shop today!

Maglisceca s
Ristorante

Classic Italian dishes,
thoughtfully prepared with
the finest ingredients

of Italian cuisine.

Dining Hours
Thursday - Saturday

5pm - close
BYOB

Chef Danny Magliocca
828-526-0803
20 Old Mud Creek Road
Scaly Mountain, NC
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ning in 2022, I volunteered in the box office and got
a front-row seat to the “behind the scenes” inside the
old Bank of America building. Coordinating a four-day
festival, each day in a different location, is no small feat.
Add in unpredictable November weather and outdoor
or tented venues, and it becomes even more impres-
sive what Highlands Festivals Inc. and Eleven Events
pulled off every year, for ten years. Their dedication, re-
silience, and care were evident in every detail. Vendors
often told me this was one of the best-run festivals they
worked with, and I believe them because I saw it myself.

I'm thankful for seven years of memories. I'm
thankful for the countless artists I was able to hear in
person. I’'m thankful for all the food and wine I was able
to savor. And I’'m thankful for every person who helped
create such a remarkable and one-of-a-kind experience
year after year. As the festival says Fare Thee Well, what
stays with me is not just the music, the food, or the wine,

...on the Verandah

Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah
43 Years of Fine Dining
|| OPENING
March 20
| Fridays & Saturdays
5:30-9p
828-526-2338
4 US 64w * Highlands

1990

LAKESIDE

RESTAURANT

Dinner Starts

Serving Easter Bru
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but the way this event brought people together. High-
lands felt a little brighter each November because of the
people who poured their hearts into creating something
unforgettable; artists, chefs, vintners, volunteers, orga-
nizers, and friends standing shoulder to shoulder. The

spirit of the festival lives on in the memories we made
together. And for that, I will always be grateful.

Marci Sherwood

Highlands, NC

Goodbye, adieu and adios

Dear Editor,

Where to begin? What will I miss the most about
the Highlands Food and Wine Festival (HFWF) and its
annual occupation of the streets and green spaces of our
town over the last 10 years? What will I lament the most
by its conspicuous absence next Fall?

Will it be the increasingly copious crowds each suc-
cessive year? Will it be the exorbitant price of the tickets?
Will it be the excessive numbers of drunken visitors and
the reports of vomiting in our public places? Will it be
the increased local traffic and countless vehicles parked

..]VIISSION continued from page 1

without limitations,” said Peter Deyoung, Chief Medical
Officer for Mission Health. “We are grateful to our com-
munity for their cooperation and understanding during
flu season. These temporary precautions help protect our
patients, visitors, and care teams, and we appreciate every-
one’s efforts to keep one another safe and healthy.”

Mission Health continues to encourage everyday
prevention practices, including frequent handwashing
and staying home when feeling unwell, to help reduce the
spread of seasonal illnesses.

Mission Health thanks patients, families, staff, and
the broader community for their partnership and patience
throughout flu season. Working together helps ensure a
safe and healthy environment for everyone.

Mission now accepting applications
for Kesha Young Scholarship

Mission Health is accepting applications from
throughout the communities we serve for the Kesha
Young Health Careers Scholarship. Now in its 29th year,
the aim of this scholarship is to support education goals
for high school seniors and college students in Western
North Carolina, who are interested in healthcare careers.

Interested candidates can apply at missionhealth.
org/keshayoung and the deadline for application mate-

on the sides of the roads, on the edges of front lawns
and in No Parking zones? Or maybe I will miss the ubig-
uitous and unimaginative number of cowboy hats to be
seen - but where are the horses to go with those hats?
Yes, I believe that is what I will miss the most - all those
hordes of horseless hat people.

So, goodbye, adieu and adiés to the HFWE (I re-
frain from whispering “and good riddance, too” be-
cause it would be impolite.)

Alice Nelson
Highlands

rials is 5 p.m. on Friday, April 17th. This program was
created to strengthen the pipeline of future healthcare
professionals who bring warmth and a strong spirit to
patient care.

In the years Mission Health has been awarding the
Kesha Young Health Careers Scholarship, more than
$1 million has been given to make college more af-
fordable for high school seniors and college students
from Western North Carolina who are pursuing ca-
reers in healthcare. The scholarship is named in honor
of Kesha Young, a 22-year-old, bi-racial woman who
was born with mental and physical disabilities and un-
derwent multiple surgeries at Mission Hospital. Kesha
died just months before she was scheduled to earn her
high school diploma. Despite her health struggles, Ke-
sha was described by her adoptive parents as embody-
ing the characteristics that are vital to how healthcare
team members engage with patients, families and visi-
tors, with a strong spirit, warm smile and positive en-
couragement.

At Mission Health, our mission statement is based
around recognizing and affirming the unique and in-
trinsic worth of each individual: “Above all else, we
are committed to the care and improvement of human
life.”

.PLANNING continued from page 4

“I think we would welcome Highlands and Franklin
and encourage them to be there as liaisons. If you look at
the school board, the board of appeals, and all the other
boards you have around here, they are all five-member
boards.”

But Highlands Mayor Pat Taylor said with no vote,
the municipalities will be cut out of the county planning
process.

“For instance, the towns will have no significant in

put on the county policy on developing flood plain prop-

erty in unincorporated areas,” he said.

The point is municipalities and the county are en-
vironmentally connected despite lines of demarcation.

Taylor said the towns and the county are all part of
the watershed and what happens over the county line
can affect what happens within the confines of a mu-
nicipality.

At this week’s March Board of Commissioners
meeting, commissioners will consider the draft of new

* See PLANNING page 12
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Colon Cancer is affecting younger adults — Here’s what you need to know

olorectal cancer is often viewed

as a disease that primatily affects

older adults, but that perception
is changing. Increasingly, physicians are
seeing diagnoses in people under the age
of 50 — a concerning trend that has led
to updated screening recommendations.
The recent death of a 48-year-old actor
has brought renewed public attention to
this issue, serving as a sobering reminder
that colon cancer does not only impact

the elderly, and that many people may not
realize screening guidelines now begin
eatlier than they once did.

For many years, routine colon cancer
screening began at age 50 for people. at
average risk. However, based on growing
evidence that diagnoses are rising among

< . . © .
younger adults, leading medical organiza-
tions lowered the recommended starting
age to 45. This updated guidance reflects
what physicians across the country are

A

MOUNTAIN LAKES

MEDICAL CENTER
162 Legacy Point Clayton, GA 30525

Ear, Nose and Throat (ENT)

A L |'l
i r'{ll
u

&

J@ Dr. Keith Jackson, MD, ENT
Emory University and

r

A R

Medical College of Georgia

Contact: (706) 782-0478

CONNECT

®O o ®

seeing in real time.

Unfortunately, awareness of that
change hasn’t reached everyone. Screen-
ing recommendations evolve as medical
reseatch advances, and unless you’ve had
a recent discussion with your primary care
provider, you may not know youre now
eligible. Making sure people understand
this update is critical.

Today, neatly one in five colorectal
cancer cases occurs in individuals under

Audiology Care

Dr. Erica McVey, Audiologist
University of Texas

www.mountainlakesmedicalcenter.com / www.mlmcphysiciansgroup.com

age 55. Research-
ers are still study-
ing why this trend
is occurting, but
potential  factors
include changes in
diet, sedentary life-
styles, obesity rates,
and environmental
influences. What is
clear is that colorec-
tal cancer is no lon-
ger a disease we can
assume only affects
people in their 60s
and 70s.

The encouraging news is that colorec-
tal cancer is highly treatable — and often
preventable — when caught early. When
detected at its eatliest stages, survival rates
are very high. Even better, screening al-
lows us to remove precancerous polyps
before they ever develop into cancer.

Colonoscopy remains the most com-
prehensive screening option because it al-
lows physicians to examine the entire co-
lon and remove abnormal growths duting
the same procedure. At Highlands-Ca-
shiers Hospital, I, along with my colleague
Dr. Zachary Phillips, perform colonosco-
pies locally so patients in our community
can access this preventive care close to
home. Having screening available nearby
makes it easier for people to stay current
with recommendations and prioritize
their health without the burden of travel-
ing long distances.

It’s important to remember that
colorectal cancer often develops silently.
Early stages may cause no noticeable
symptoms at all, which is why screening
is recommended even when you feel well.
That said, certain warning signs should
never be ignored at any age. These in-
clude:

* Blood in the stool

¢ Persistent abdominal discomfort

* Unexplained weight loss

* Ongoing changes in bowel habits

* Fatigue without a clear cause

If you experience any of these symp-
toms, you should seek medical evaluation
promptly.

The decision to lower the screening
age to 45 was made to address rising rates
among younger adults. However, screen-
ing participation in the 45—49 age group

* See HOSPITAL page 15

Dr. . Bais Osborne
General Surgeon,
Transylvania Regional
Hospital
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BADA
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From Ieft nghlands Ch|p Snyder K2KJD, Bahamas, Nick Chriswell C6AKZ, Franklin, John

Marich K4SGR, Franklin, Jon Loewy KB4FO

traveled to Nassau Feb. 20-25 as part
of what amateur radio enthusiasts call a
DXpedition — a trip outside the United
States designed to operate portable radio
stations from unique international loca-
tions.

Before departing, the group ob-
tained operating licenses and permission
from the Bahamian government. They
then packed suitcases filled with personal
items, portable radios, antennas, com-
puters, and battery-powered equipment
needed to transmit from remote outdoor
sites.

After arriving on New Providence
Island, the operators spent their first day
scouting locations across Nassau and
surrounding areas to identify suitable op-
erating sites within Bahamian National
Parks and historic lighthouse properties.

Over the following days, the team
set up temporary radio stations at sev-
eral notable locations, including Retreat
Garden National Patk, an internation-
ally recognized botanical garden known
for its rare tropical plants and extensive
palm collection. They also operated from
Bonefish Pond National Park, home to
the last remaining mangrove ecosystem
along the southern shore of the island.

One of the expeditions highlights
came at the historic Paradise Island Light-
house, originally built in 1817. Reaching
the lighthouse required carrying radios,
batteries, and antenna equipment more
than a mile along the beach to the tip of
the island. Once the station was on the
air, signals quickly began reaching sta-
tions thousands of miles away.

The group also operated near the
Government House Lighthouse, located
at the official residence of the Governor
General of the Bahamas, blending mod-
ern radio communication with sites long

assoclated with maritime navigation.

During the five-day trip, the Macon
County operators activated six Bahamian
National Parks and three island lighthous-
es, making more than 900 contacts with
amateur radio operators at stations across
the United States, Canada, Europe, Cen-
tral and South America, and throughout
the Catibbean.

In addition to international contacts,
the group met several local amateur ra-
dio operators, including Nassau resident
Tom (C6ANM), whose family history in
the Bahamas dates back to the 1600s. He
shared stories describing how eatly island
settlers once used the Bahamas’ extensive
cave systems to hide from pirate raids —
locations that today serve as peaceful na-
tional park sites.

Amateur radio, often called “ham
radio,” allows licensed operators to com-
municate globally using radio frequencies.
Portable operations such as this expedi-
tion demonstrate how radio communica-
tion can connect people across great dis-
tances using independent equipment and
technical skill and provide a source of re-
liable communications during emergency
conditions when Internet and cellular set-
vices may be shut down.

For Snyder, Marich, and Lowery, the
trip was about more than radio contacts.
It was an opportunity to represent their
local amateur radio community abroad
while promoting international friendship
and goodwill — longstanding traditions
within amateur radio.

Despite travel days, hauling equip-
ment around and long operating hours,
the operators returned home with full
logbooks, new friendships, and the sat-
isfaction of having connected Macon
County to voices around the wotld from
the shores of the Bahamas.
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CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

PRESENTS

Google Business Profile
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 18 | 11:30AM - 1PM

Highlands Community Center, 869 N 4th St

Learn how to optimize your profile to:

+ Afttract Customers

« Build Trust

» Boost Search Visibility
+ Grow Your Business

Class, beverages and snacks provided by The Highlands
Chamber of Commerce, in parinership with Southwestern
Community College Small Business Center.

Mark your calendar for upcoming classes!

APRIL 15 5 MAY 20
Canva r?l{ A.l.
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..AUDITOR continued from page 4

$1,143,571; Fire Taxes bring in
$1,217,551 which is what keeps
that department running; with
the “other” category amounting
to $1,002,383.

Compared to FY ’24-25,
revenues were up across all divi-
sions.

The Governmental Fund
Summary for Expenditures

equaled $9,465,302.

Public Safety amounted
to the most in expenditures
this year as it did for last year
at  $2,921,115  (31%); next
was General Government at
$2,145,530 (22%); then Streets
which includes sidewalks and
all repairs at $1,385,105 (14%);
then Culture and Recreation at

Governmental Funds — Expenditure
Comparison

51?335%..-! '-
Ef’ LS

m 2025
m 2024

Enterprise Fund Summary

Working capital

Unrestricted net positien

Operating income (loss)

Grant Funds Received

Cash flows from operating activities

Net increase (decrease) in cash

$7,284,177 $6,010,273
$11,598,801 $10,583,550
§1,371,514 $497,177
S787,306 50
$1,149,821 $434,506
$928,557 $(4,395,428)

$1,145,028 (12%); Debit service
at $1,018,908 (11%); and Sanita-
tion (now patt of the General
Fund) at $929,697 (10%).

Expenditures, which for the
first time included Sanitation,
were up for Public Safety, Cul-
ture and Recreation, and Debt
Service — though Keever said the
town’s long-term debt position is
good and not an issue. Expen-
ditures were down for General
Government and Streets for FY
25-726.

'The available Fund Balance,
money that isn’t designated for

specific use and so can be used
to fund projects as needed, is a
bit over $3 million.

Currently, as a percentage
of net expenditures, Highlands’
available Fund Balance is track-
ing substantially lower than other
municipalities at a little over 40%
vs. 60% elsewhere. This wasn’t
always the case. From 2021-2023
it tracked at about 65% -- higher
than other municipalities. This
means that the town has used
undesignated fund balance mon-
ey to pay for various capital proj-
ects and other expenses.

General Fund Summary

6,000,000

5,000,000 -
$4,000,000
$3,000,000

Fund Balance Available

W Total Fund Balance
" Avallable Fund Balance

Enterprise Fund Summary

Water & Sewer Fund 5 2025 “

Working capital

Unrestricted net position

Operating income (loss)

Grant Funds Received

Cash flows from operating activities

Met increase (decrease) in cash

57,005,066 56,979,883
$(2,289,866) %(2,853,588)
5(993,602) £(969,922)
$564,760 $5,000,000
5{145,325) 5260,749
$({359,829) $7,075,312

suI I III

$2,000,000
1,000,000
1021 2022 2013 2024 2025

General Fund Summary

Fund Balance Available
As a % of Net Expenditures

=+=Highlands
-SMunicipal Avg

2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

Read Highlands Newspaper — the only locally
owned and operated newspaper in Highlands -
for free from everywhere ... on the street or on

the web.

Go to www.highlandsinfo.com. Click on Local

News.
Delivered and Uploaded every Thurs.AM

..PLANNING

continued from
page 9

bylaws for the planning board
drawn up by the county attor-
ney which will lay out the mem-
bership reduction.

The new bylaws state that
the county planning board will
consist of five members ap-
pointed by the Macon County
Board of Commissioners. All
members of the planning board
shall be tesidents of Macon
County and will be selected to
represent various areas of the
county when possible.

Members will be appointed
for terms of three years which
will be staggered to provide for
continuity of the board. Mem-
bers may be re-appointed for
consecutive terms, not to ex-
ceed two consecutive terms.

In addition to the five
board members, the Town of
Highlands and Town of Frank-
lin will each appoint a non-
voting representative to attend
all planning board meetings to
serve as liaison for the munici-
palities.

In addition, the Macon
County Planning Director shall
serve as a non-voting “‘ex-offi-
cio” member of the board and
will serve in an advisory capac-
ity and can be called upon to
provide general technical assis-
tance. Commissioners will also
appoint a liaison from its board
to serve as a non-voting mem-
ber of the planning board. The
person is currently Commis-
sioner John Sheatl.

At the February meeting,
ptior to the vote, commission-
ers held a public hearing to give
the public the chance to speak
on the matter. During public
hearing, some speakers ex-
pressed concerns that a smaller
board might lead to a loss of
town representation and limit
the expertise on the board. This
change could impact the board’s
ability to address community
concerns effectively, they said.

* See PLANNING page 10
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*HS SPORTS®

Highlands Golf swings into action with back-to-back matches

The Highlands High School boys
golf team officially opened their
season this week, enduring a gru-
eling schedule of back-to-back matches
across two different counties. Facing
stiff competition and demanding cours-
es, the Highlanders showed steady im-
provement and gtit as they shook off the
off-season rust.
Testing the Waters at Sky Valley

The season commenced on Mon-
day, March 2, at the scenic Sky Valley
Country Club. Hosted by Franklin High
School, the match featured a competitive
field where Pisgah High School ultimate-
ly claimed the top spot.

Highlands finished the day in 4th
place with a collective team score of 209.
Leading the way for the Highlanders was
Sam Conner, who turned in a solid round

of 44. He was supported by
Gavin Small, who carded a 53,
and Chase Kenter, who finished
close behind with a 54.
Climbing the Leaderboard
in Cherokee
With no time to rest, the
team traveled to Sequoyah Na-
tional Golf Club in Cherokee
the very next day, March 3. The
quick turnaround seemed to

team tightened up their play
and shaved four strokes off their previous
day’s total.

Highlands secured a 2nd place finish
with a team score of 205, narrowly miss-
ing the top spot by just four strokes to the
host team, Cherokee. The Highlanders saw
a balanced attack at the top of their score-

..PLANNING continued from page 9

Highlands Mayor Patrick Taylor
spoke on behalf of himself as well as the
Franklin Town Mayor Stacey Guffey who
was unable to attend the meeting,

“I think the spirit of elected govern-
ment is to include everyone and listen to
multiple voices in different perspectives,’
said Taylor. “I’ve had a conversation with
Mayor Stacey Guftfey of Franklin who
couldn’t be here tonight, but we both
agree that the towns should have repre-
sentation on the planning board. We have
ordinances on erosion control, land use,
all the things you address with a planning
board.”

Taylor urged the board to not ex-
clude towns in the reorganization of the
planning board, to continue to have rep-
resentatives for each town as a part of
the planning process of the entire county
and to continue to allow them to vote.

“Don’t forget these municipalities;
we’te centers of economic develop-
ment, population densities with residents
and neighborhoods,” added Taylor. “We
don’t want to lose our voice on the coun-
ty planning board.”

Lee Walters, whose term as vice
chair of the planning board ended on
February 21, 2026, also spoke during the
public hearing.

“Macon County utilizes ordinances
to govern land use and adopted a com-
prehensive land use and environment

plan created in 2019 under a 19-member
planning board,” said Walters. “When 1
look at that work accomplished by those
19 members, I am in awe.”

She said the citizens of Macon Coun-
ty were well represented by the group of
civic-minded volunteers giving countless
hours of their time and effort to provide
government officials with a broad spec-
trum of knowledge and expertise so the
commissioners could make responsible
and accurate decisions.

By making a reduction, the planning
board cannot replicate the background and
knowledge of that 19-member board,” she
said.”

Mayor Taylor said now the towns of
Franklin and Highlands will have little or
no voice in county planning and develop-
ment.

“Since Chairman Young put it before
the vote to create a five-member county
planning board and with the vote to move
forward unanimous, it appears he and oth-
ers do not want members on the planning
board who represent communities with
zoning and land use ordinances.”

The bylaws directing the five-member
board with four non-voting liaisons — one
from Highlands, one from Franklin, one
from the MC Board of Commissioners,
and the MC Planning Director — were fi-
nalized.

Brett Lamb
Highlands School
favor the Highlanders, as the Athletic Director

card:

* Sam Conner: 49 (Tied for
2nd overall)

* Rowen Carnes: 49 (Tied
for 2nd overall)

¢ Chase Kenter: 50

Spring Break Hiatus

The busy start to the season
will be followed by a brief pe-
riod of recovery. All Highlands
athletic programs are sidelined
this week as the school observes
Spring Break.

Fans won’t have to wait long for the
action to resume, however. Golf, soccer,
and track programs are all scheduled to
return to their respective arenas the fol-
lowing week to continue their spring cam-

paigns.

il
HS golfter Sam Conner at Sequoyah
National.

-
-

e CHHS NEWS e

Bugs is two years old with plenty of playful energy and
he loves the company of other dogs. He is a sweet pup
looking for a lifetime human companion who is loving and
gentle. Bugs is neutered, microchipped, up-to-date on vac-
cinations and his adoption comes with a free training ses-
sion with our professional dog trainer. Call (828)743-5752
for more information.

Photo by Marty Boone

The longest running play in
the world is coming Lo

Highlands!

Highlamdls Performing wwisCenler
AOT Chest ol S0evel. Highland< Wi
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What time is it?

Pastor Randy Lucas
Highlands United
Methodist Church

Sti]l fresh off from losing our “Springing Forward”

hour of sleep this past weekend, our bodies may
be adjusting to the time-change for a while yet.
Though admittedly more a fan of our “Falling Back”
experience in the fall, I'll eventually appreciate the addi-
tional hour of sunlight at the end of the day. Eventually.

Engaging in an extra yawn or two this week has
caused me to think about the importance of time, which
has reminded me once again of Koheleth, the preach-
er/teacher of the Wisdom Book of Ecclesiastes from
the Hebrew Scriptures, the Bible’s Old Testament. In
my seminary days, our Homiletics (Preaching) profes-
sor, Dr. Andre Resner once suggested that the key to
navigating life in a healthy way is knowing what time
it is.

He was reflecting on the well-known third chapter
of Ecclesiastes that begins,

“For every thing there is a season, and a time for
every matter under heaven:

* 2 time to be born, and a time to die;

* a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is
planted;

* a time to kill, and a time to heal,

* a time to break down, and a time to build up;

* a time to weep, and a time to laugh;

* a time to mourn, and a time to dance” (Ecclesi-
astes 3:1-14).

The litany continues for a few more verses, but you
get the idea.

Dr. Resner’s point was simple. Living fully into life’s
moments is important. Denying the hurt doesn’t help
the hurt to heal. When it’s time to mourn, mourn fully
and completely. Cry out to God if you need to. Ques-
tion God if you don’t understand. Be honest about your
anger with God if you’re angry with God. Be honest
about your pain. Give voice to your suffering. Be au-
thentic in your humanity. If it’s time to wail, wail boldly
and unapologetically. It’s important to know what time
it is!

And when it’s time to dance and laugh and sing,
throw your soul a party. Let yourself feel joy, be gid-
dy, dance and sing like nobody’s watching or listening
(metaphorically or literally). There’s nothing wrong with
delighting in delight, especially when the time is right.
It’s important to know what time it is!

As we continue to inch our way toward Easter, the
Daylight Savings Time clock, mild temperatures and
budding flowers remind us of the coming of spring;

* See SPIRITUALLY page I5
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BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor 706-782-3965
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.,Worship:| |
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
828-269-3546 * Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.;Worship:| |
CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev.Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298
Sundays: School at 9:30;Worship 10:30
GRACE CHAPEL ON HIGH HOLLY
9615 Dillard Rd Scaly Mountain, N C.

Pastor Steve Kerhoulas. http://www.Graceonhighholly.com
Sunday School 9:45;Worship | I; Prayer Service Wed 5:30p
Men’s and Women'’s Bible Study throughout the week
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH
The Rev'd Dr. Marc Robertson & Rev. Nick McGee
464 U.S. Hwy. 64E, Cashiers, NC
CAC@christanglicancashiers.org * 828-743-1701
Sunday:Adult Christian Ed, 9:15a; Holy Eucharist, 10:30a;
Fellowship | 1:45a;VWVed: Bible Study/Contemplative Prayer, 5p
CHRIST CHURCH OF THEVALLEY. CASHIERS
Pastor Jacob Tedder ¢ Jacob@cashiers.church  743-5470
www.cashiers.church
Sun. 10:452;Wed Study5:15p supper and childcare.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| la.m.

I'st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.
Wednesdays —Supper at 6 p.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com ¢ 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC ¢ Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins
Sun: Service 10:45am, Children’s 10:30am

Wed.:Youth 5:30-7pm;Women'’s Bible Study: Mon. 4:30pm, Tues.

10am; Men’s Bible Study:Wed. & Thurs. 7am @ Zookeeper
Bistro
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev.W.Bentley Manning, Rector ¢ 526-2968
5th and Main streets * www.incarnationwnc.org
Sunday: Rite |, spoken, 8 am in Chapel, Rite Il with Choir 10:30
am in Sanctuary,Wed: Healing Eucharist 12 pm in Chapel,
Morning Prayer: Mon-Thurs 8:30 am in Chapel
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 « www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor * 220 Main Street, Highlands
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am;Women'’s 10:30 am
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Emily Wilmarth, pastor;, Rev. Kelley Connelly Asso. Pastor
828-526-3175 « fpchighlands.org
Sun.:Adult Ed.: 10a;Worship | la;Tues: Men’s Group 10a;
Wed: Bell Choir 4p. Chancel Choir:5:30p
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd)

Sunday School:10 am.Worship Service:| | am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com ¢ Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am -Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm
HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. « Glenville. NC ¢ 743-2729 + Nathan Johnson

Sunday: School 9:45a.Worship | la & 7p. Bible Study 6p
Wed. Kidsquest 6p.;Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 ¢ 165 S.Sixth Street
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays:Worship:| |
HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson ¢ 11339 Buck Creek Road

The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily
sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a. & 6p.Wednesday Worship is 6p
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376
In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
909a Bluegrass and | |aTraditional
www.highlandsmethodist.org
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA
2152 Dillard Road ¢ 526-974|
Rev. Ken Langsdrof
Worship/Communion: 10:30 All are welcome.

Visit our website: Holy Family Lutheran Highlands NC
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miiles south of Highlands on N.C.28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| |. Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
Franklin « 828-634-1312 « mountainsynagoguewnc.com.
Services: st Fri.and 3rd Sat.and Rosh Hashanah & Yom
Kippur.

MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH
743-2583 * Independent Bible Church
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church. 4224 Big Ridge
(4.5 miles from NC 107)

Weds:Youth Group 6 p.m.; Bible Study 6:30 p.m.;
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone — 526-2418
Sat. 4pm 5/24/25-10/25/25; Sun. - | lam
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School —10 a.m.;Worship —I | am.& 7
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates * 526-3212
Sun.: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:10:45 a.m.;Worship: 6 p.m.
SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Richard Salmonson
Sundays: School:10 a.m.;Worship:I | a.m.
ST.JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Mass: Sun. 9a (English); Mon. 9:30a (Vatican Il in Latin); Tues.
7p (Spanish);Wed.,9:30a (English)

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: » 743-2359 * Rev. RobWood
Sunday Service (summer):9am & | lam
Visit our website: www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com
Our Bazaar Barn supports outreach in the community.
Open Fri & Sat. | lam-3pm
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
85 Sierra Drive. Franklin ¢ uufranklin.org
Sunday Worship - | | a.m.
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev.Sam Forrester/Cashiers *828-743-2122
Sunday School:10 am.Worship Service:| | am
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e PolicE & FIRE REPORTS ®

Highlands Police en-
tries from March 3. Only
the names of persons
arrested, issued a sum-
mons/citation, issued a
Class-3 misdemeanor or
those of public officials
have been used.

March 3

* At 3:31 p.m, the dept.
received a call about a banning
notice due to ongoing harass-
ment at a location on Carolina
Way

March 6

* At 457 p.m, the dept.
responded to a call of shop-
lifting at Bryson’s Food Store

.SPIRITUALLY continued from page 14

And as welcome as the outer
changing of the seasons can
be, I extend a simple inner in-
vitation to you regarding time.
Consider the wisdom of Eccle-
siastes, remembering that every-

thing has its time and every time
has its season.

And no matter what time
it may be for you just now, may
you live this time fully, confi-
dently and courageously. May

... HOSPITAL continued from page 10

remains lower than ideal, largely
because many people simply do
not know the recommendation
has changed.

If you are 45 or older and
have not yet been screened, now
is the time to talk with your pti-
mary care provider about your
options. Individuals with a fam-

ily history of colorectal cancer or
certain inherited conditions may
need to begin screening even ear-
lier.

Colorectal cancer is one of
the few cancers we can often pre-
vent through eatly detection and
removal of precancerous tissue.
Increased awareness of updated

where $14 of consumable
goods was taken.
The Highlands Fire &
Rescue log from March 3.
March 3

* At 12:59 p.m,, the dept.

responded to a fire alarm at a
location on Main Street.

* At 1:03 p.m, the dept.

God steady your steps, guide
your direction and bathe you in
grace and goodness. May you be
heathy. May you be strong, May
you be at peace.

What time is it?

screening guidelines can make
a meaningful difference in out-
comes for individuals and fami-
lies throughout our region.

If you are 45 or older, con-
sider scheduling your screening,
It’s a simple step that can have
life-changing — and life-saving
— impact.

Paving the path to citizenship at TL&LC

Becoming a United States
citizen is a profound milestone
that represents years of hard
work, hope, and dedication. To
support community members
on this journey, The Literacy
& Learning Center is proud
to offer a FREE weekly Citi-
zenship Class led by Faviola
Olvera beginning March 11.
Held every Wednesday from
5:30 to 7 pm at 675 S 4th St
in Highlands, this program is
designed to help students navi-
gate the complexities of the
U.S. naturalization exam with
confidence.

Comprehensive
Preparation

The naturalization pro-
cess requites applicants to pass
a multi-part exam, and the
TL&LC curriculum addresses
each requirement through
guided instruction:

Test

*  The English Test: Stu-
dents practice the basic speak-
ing, reading, and writing skills
necessaty for the exam.

* Reading and Writing
Proficiency: During the official
test, applicants must read one
of three civics-based sentences
aloud and correctly write one
of three sentences. The class
provides structured practice for
these specific tasks.

e The Civics Test: In-
struction covers the 100 possible
questions regarding U.S. history
and government provided by
US. Citizenship and Immigra-
tion Services. Key topics include
the principles of American de-
mocracy, the system of govern-
ment, the colonial period, the
1800s, and integrated civics such
as geography and national sym-
bols.

A Tradition of Success

The impact of this focused
preparation is best seen through
the success of students like
Violeta Rojas Quintero. Work-
ing alongside Faviola Olvera,
Violeta spent months master-
ing the 100 history and govern-
ment questions and refining her
English pronunciation. Despite
the demands of her job and the
care of several children, Vio-
leta’s diligence was rewarded.
She passed her exam on the first
try, with no errors, and was of-
ficially sworn in as a U.S. citizen
in April of 2023.

To learn more about pro-
grams at The Literacy & Learn-
ing Center, contact Caroline Cox
at ccox@theliteracyandlearning-
center.org or 828-526-0863 or
visit TheLiteracyandLearning-
Center.org,

responded to a fire alarm at
a residence on Upper Divide.

* At 10:11 p.m,, the dept.

responded to a mutual aid call
from Cashiers FD, but it was
cancelled en route.

March 5

* At 3:14 a.m. the dept.

was first-responders to a
residence on NC 106 (Dillard
Road).

* At 9 a.m,, the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a
location on Main Street but it
was cancelled en route.

March 6

* At 12:45 p.m,, the dept.
responded to a mutual aid call
from Cashiers FD regarding a
rescue.

* At 7:38 a.m,, the dept.
was first-responders to a resi-
dence on Buck Creek Road.

March 7

* At 7:07 p.m,, the dept.
investigated the cause of
smoke at a residence on
Hideaway Trail.

March 8

* At |1:21 a.m,, the dept.
responded to a motor vehicle
accident on US 64 east (Ca-
shiers Road).

* At 1:29 p.m,, the dept.
was first-responders to a res-
idence on Cypress Lane.

March 9

* At 6:26 p.m., the dept.
responded to a motor vehicle
accident on US 64 east (Ca-
shiers Road).

* At |1:09 p.m., the dept.
responded to a fire alarm at a
residence on Willow Way, but
it was cancelled en route.

THE
FIREWOOD COMPANY

Highlands ¢ Cashiers ® Atlanta

828.200.3050

bobhenritze @gmail.com ® www.firewoodcompany.net
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Need some help managing life?
Relationships?
Finding your purpose
moving forward?

Join us Sundays at 9 a.m.

A small group environment --
breakfast included.

Live Stream --

Andy Stanley/North Point CC
Join us for a
non-denominational
gathering
For more details, text Bee
at 404-307-1415

Th, HOWARD
( I:D HANNA

Elevated Home Maintenance & Repairs,
A Step Above the Rest
Carpentry * Tile Work ¢ Drywall « Remodels

Painting * Flooring * General Labor ¢ Realtor Punchlists

(828) 371-9071

ElevatedHomeMaintenance.com

Kiln dried
FIREWOOD

Delivery or pickup

2460 Cashiers Road « Highlands 828-526-2395
highlandslawnandgarden.com

> 828-526-9325 «

Generators aren’t just a “thing” we do,
generators are all we do!

CHESINUT STORAGE

Storage Units Available
Secure 24-Hour Access
Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms

Call today to find out why we're
“Highlands Premier Facility”

828-482-1045

Buck Creek Rd - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Road near the hos-

Look for our sign!

HIGHLAMNDS
CASHIERS

CHRISTIE’S

INTERMATIOMNAL REAL ESTATE

Colleen Kerrigan, Broker
615-400-5498

colleen.kerrigan.wnc@gmail.com

Authenticity, Honesty, Integrity

Highlands Office 210 N. Fifth Street

e Grading
* Excavating
e Driveways
* Build sites
* Hauling
e Septic Systems

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643
Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com

COUNSELING

CENTER
OF HIGHLANDS
Peggy Crosby Center » 348 South Fifth Street
828-482-7417

info@counselingcenter.org + counseling-center.org

We are nonprofit and provide counseling on a sliding scale fee so
everyone can receive the care they need regardiess of ability to pay.

LISATHOMPSON
DOG SITTING

« daily drop-in visits

- overnight & extended
stays

« dog walking
828.424.4637

HOWARD
HANNA

1957 ALLEN TATE REAL ESTATE

#1 Family-Owned in the U.S.
Al Stoneham

Realtor-Broker

Luxury Home Specialist
Licensed in NC & GA

Cell: 828.332.9767
al.stoneham@howardhannatate.com

360 MAIN STREET

ESTATE JEWELERS OF
HIGHLANDS

Appointment Only! e o
Call: 828-526-1960 =35
Toxt: 770-855-0825 ,.;‘* ;

Ellall. ulnihlglllauds@gmall

Classifieds:
$10 for first 10 words; 30 cents for each addi-
tional word; $5 for graphic; $2 for color highlight

Business Cards
$23 Black & White ¢ $28 color
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e CILASSIFIEDS ®

FOR SALE

LOCATION + LOCATION + LOCATION -
Short Walk up 5th Street from Chestnut Street to Main
Street * #44 ChestnutWalk * Unique Investment Oppor-
tunity or Family Compound ¢ House and three cottages
on 4 contiguous lots totaling 1,850 square feet of living
area. Includes 4 BR, 4 BA, and 3 separate kitchens * (1)
#44 ChestnutWalk: 850 square foot custom built, creek-
front house built in 2022, quality craftsmanship, Hardy
Plank exterior; hardwood floors, granite countertops,
ceramic tile BA with heated floor and bidet, duel Mit-
subishi HVAC, wood stove, W/D, very comfortable year
round: $625K ¢ (2) #46 Chestnut Walk: 400 square feet,
STR registered with excellent rental history on ABnB,
creek view from deck, built in 2022, Smart Plank exterior,
pine paneling, vaulted ceilings, hardwood, granite coun-
tertops, ceramic tile, Mitsubishi HVAC, detached storage
bldg, W/D, furnished: $395K ¢ (3) #49 Chestnut Walk:
430 square feet, completely remodeled inside and out in

AUTOMOTIVE

SERVICE & REPAIR
LT .

On,

e
- A
'E}T“: . -FL'I'Ri

828-787-2360
2851 Cashiers Road, Highlands
We're proud to be a family-owned company with 43 years in the
business, and even prouder to now serve the Highlands community.
~ Bob Saladna, Owner

Hara’s wieds
HighlandsgAlutombotive)
ifalifabout!

* Same-day service for most maintenance
and routine repairs.
* Top-tier diagnostic & programming tools
— just like the dealer.
* New tire, alignment & balancing
equipment for precision and speed.
* Same experienced technicians.

We service ALL domestic and foreign vehicles.

&

Also serving customers in:
Atlanta, GA | Dallas, TX | Houston, TX

Come see the difference.

:'ﬁ}
L

T B

2022, Hardy Plank exterior, STR registered with excellent
rental history on ABnB, new covered front porch with
laundry room,W/D, storage loft, granite countertops, tile
bath with heated floor and bidet, duel Mitsubishi HVAC,
stainless appliances, furnished: $395K ¢ (4) #50 Chestnut
Walk: 240 square feet consisting of IBR, IBA, situated as
2nd BR & BA for either #46 or #49, or the perfect studio,
office, or stand alone tiny home, built in 2022 with Smart
Plank exterior, pine paneling interior with vaulted ceilings:
195K. OFFERED All or Part by Appointment Only chas-
dash@rocketmail.com (Feb. 29-March 19)

WATERFALL SOUND HOMESITE. Rare
2-Acre homesite off Walkingstick Rd. Awesome sound of
nearby waterfall, private peaceful. Established neighbor-
hood of fine homes. 10 minutes downtown. Power in
Place. $76,000 Highlands Sotheby’s International Realty
561-632-378I. (st.Jan. )

HELP WANTED

THE HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS CHAMBER
MUSIC FESTIVAL is hiring for the position of Admin-
istrative Assistant. Excellent salary, vibrant atmosphere at
the Highlands Performing Arts Center. parttime/fulltime.
Call 828-526-9060 for an appointment. (st. 2/29)

FOR RENT

2BD/IBA FURNISHED APT. - [/4 mile from
downtown Highlands. $2,000 per month. Small pets wel-
come. 2 people max. Call 404-234-2516. (st. 3/12)

3 BED, 2 BATH HOUSE FOR RENT. Rolling
Acres. $2,500/month. Available now. Huge yard. Hard-
wood floors. All appliances. Qualified dogs OK. Outdoor
fire pit. Warm, friendly place and neighborhood. Call Dick
at 828-200-4264. (st. Dec. 25)

4 BD/3BA FOR RENT HIGHLANDS - Up-
dated farm home, located between Highlands & Cashiers
off Hwy 64. $2,800/month, includes all utilities with high
speed wifi. Call Marcy 828-482-4239 (st. 7/10)

2BD/2BATH SINGLE WIDE $1,100 per month
internet included. First last security. Mark 828-200-0765.
(st. 5/29)

SERVICES

JUNK REMOVAL_— We take anything. Call 828-
200-0492

CUSTOM WELDING - gates, railings, trailer
repairs, fencing, hand rails and more. | come to you! Call
Gavin at 828-200-4219 or email smallgavin26@gmail.com

MURPHY'’S PAINT CO, - interior/exterior paint-
ing/sheetrock repair/wallpaper removal/log homes/ decks.
Insured. Free estimates. 828-332-0525 or 828- 421-8600.
(3/12)

CREATURE COMFOQRTS - In-House Pet or
People sitting. Call Peg Ellis. Retired RN. References avail-
able. 828-200-1028. (st. | 1/20)

NEED FURNITURE MOVED ORANYTHING
HAULED AWAY? Call or text James of Going Gone at
828-421-2655. (7/31

BGCP and The Bascom
Partner on “"Drawn to the
Plateau” Youth Exhibition

The Boys & Gitls Club of the Plateau proudly host-
ed its first-ever art show, “Drawn to the Plateau,” a one-
night-only youth exhibition presented in partnership with
The Bascom: A Center for the Visual Arts and sponsored
by the North Carolina Arts Council’s Grasstoots Art
Program Grant.

For one night, the BGCP Club, typically home to
after-school programming for local children and teens
on the Plateau, was transformed into a vibrant, gallery-
style experience showcasing the creativity and talent of
its members.

Families, supporters, and community members were
invited to enjoy hors d’oeuvres while strolling through
the thoughtfully curated exhibition. The event featured
more than 164 two-dimensional works created by student
artists, along with an impressive collection of ceramic
pieces. Guests experienced a diverse range of artistic
styles and mediums, including multimedia, pop att, wa-
tercolor paintings, wire sculptures, and more.

In preparation for the event, The Bascom volun-
teered their time and expertise to work directly with
members from the Cashiers, Highlands, and Teen Clubs.

The Bascom’s Community Engagement team care-
fully matted each two-dimensional piece and installed the
tull collection, helping transform the Club into a profes-
sional exhibition space. With walls assembled, curtains
hung, and each artwork intentionally displayed, the Club
became an engaging gallery celebrating the collective
work of these young artists.

“Drawn to the Plateau” was a powerful reflection of
what is possible when young people are encouraged by
dedicated teachers and a supportive community. The eve-
ning highlighted not only artistic talent, but also the con-
fidence, creativity, and pride that emerge when youth are
given opportunities to express themselves. The exhibi-
tion stood as a testament to the impact of collaboration,
demonstrating how extraordinary things can happen
when a community comes together to uplift and invest
in its young people.

The Boys & Gitls Club of the Plateau extends heart-
felt thanks to the incredible staff at The Bascom, the Art
League of Highlands-Cashiers, and the North Carolina
Arts Council for helping make this special evening pos-
sible.

For those who were unable to attend, there is more
to come. Plans are already underway to bring “Drawn to
the Plateau” to The Bascom’s Education Gallery, offering
the broader community another opportunity to experi-
ence the creativity and talent of these remarkable young
artists. This expanded exhibition will allow even more
friends, families, supporters, and visitors to celebrate
the hard work and artistic growth of Boys & Gitls Club
members. “Drawn to the Plateau” will be on display at
The Bascom from March 7th through June 6th, with par-
ticipating artists recognized during The Bascom’s Spring
Exhibition Reception on March 21st at 3 p.m.
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NOTE:

* Highlands Pharmacy is
closed on Saturdays until May.
Hours are Mon.-Fri. 9a to
5:30p.

POOL SCHEDULE

* Lap Swim: Mon.-Fri. 6am-
9:45am, and Saturday |0am-
[ Ipm - 6 lanes. Water Aero-
bics: 18 y+ Mon.-Fri. 10-1lam
with Karen Chambers. Adult
Swim: I8y+ Mon.-Thurs. | lam-
3:30pm, Friday |lam-1:30pm.
Public Swim: Mon. thru Thurs..
3:30-7pm, Saturday | lam-6pm
and Sunday |-6pm

PICKLE BALL

* At the Recreation Dept.
every Monday - Friday |10am-
Ipm indoors for the winter
(notice the days and time has
changed),

MOUNTAIN
INGS

* Winter Hours: Friday
& Saturdays. Open: 10 am -
| pm. Spruce Street. www.
mountainfindings.org

ICE SKATING IN
PARK

* Thurs., 3:30-8p; Fri. 3:30-
[0p; Sat. |-10p, Sun. |-5p $8
with or without skates.

ALLWEEK

* Scaly Mountain/High-
lands/Cashiers Alcoholics
Anonymous “Open Meetings”
are for anyone who thinks
they may have a drinking prob-
lem or for anyone interested
in the AA. recovery program.

FIND-

e REc DEPT. NEWS e

Open meetings are held at Scaly
Mountain @ Grace Chapel,
9915 Dillard Rd., Scaly Moun-
tain each Tues at 5:30 pm and
Highlands @ the Ist Presbyte-
rian Church, 471 Main St., on
Monday at 5:30 p.m. and on
Wednesday & Fridays @ 12:00
noon. Open in-person meet-
ings are also held in Cashiers
@ the Albert Carlton Cashiers
Community Library, 249 Frank
Allen Rd. on Sunday at 5pm, on
Tuesday @ 7 pm, on Friday at 5
pm and on Saturday at 9 am. For
more information please visit
our website www.aawnc80.org
or to speak with a member of
AA. 24/7 call our HELP Line
828 349-4357

Mon.Thurs.

* At First Presbyterian
Church, ArtSpace is open from
9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.The next ex-
hibit will start in mid-August.
For information contact fpch-
kelley@gmail.com

Mon., Tues.,Wed, Fri.

¢ EnerChi: Connect mind,
body, and breath using Tai Chi
in 2 meditative movement prac-
tice. Call or email if interested
in these classes 828-634-1404
or  WellspringClasses@gmail.
com. Mon. 5:30-6:30pm, Tues.
4-5pm, Wed. 6:30-7:30pm and
Fri.4-5pm and 5:30-6:30pm.

Mon-Wed-Fri

* Aerobics with Tina Rog-
ers 8-9am at the Rec Park.

e Balance, Stretch &

The Annual Faster Egg Hunt will be Saturday, April 4th at 10am
at the Highlands Recreation Department for ages 0-9 years old. The ad-

dress is 600 North Fourth Street.

Franklin Little League Softball registration is open until March
13th. Cost to register for softball is $55. Open for ages 4-14 years old.
Online registration at www.franklinlittleleaguesoftball.com.

For any other information call Lester Nortis or Janice Mathis at

828-526-3556.

Strengthen Class at the Rec
Park 8:30-9:30am. The cost for
the class is $30 a month and is
led by Vivian Brewer. Call the
Recreation Department at 828-
526-3556 for more information.

Mon., Tues., Thurs.

* The Food Pantry be-
hind the Methodist Church on
Spring Street is open from |0a-
6p.

* Exercise Class with Mi-
chelle Lane at the Rec Park at
5:30.A combo class with differ-
ent types of exercise. 828-526-
3556

Second Mondays

* The local chapter of PEOQ,
an off-campus sorority found-
ed in the 1800s that provides
grants and loans to women with
financial need who want to re-
turn to school or further their
education meets at 10 a.m. For
more info call president Paula
McDonald at 706-372-3004

Tuesdays

* Strength Training at the
Rec Park 8:15-9:15 am.

* At Wayfarers Chapel,
Workshop for Writers — from
5-6:30 PM

* ESL classes at The Litera-
cy & Learning Center, 6-7 p.m.
675 S 4th St.

2nd Tuesdays

* Highlands Writers Group
meets on alternate Tuesday af-
ternoons at 3pm. Writers still
uncomfortable with in-person
gatherings may participate via
Zoom meetings For more info
contact Bud Katz at either 828-
526-3190 or at budandlynn@
me.com

2nd Wednesdays

* Hudson Library, in part-
nership with VAYA Health, is
hosting an educational series
on adult mental health topics, at
I'1 AM..To register, stop by the

e HigHI ANDS AREA EVENTS ®

library or cll 828-526-3031.

Wednesdays

* The Literacy & Learn-
ing Center is proud to offer a
FREE weekly Citizenship Class
led by Faviola Olvera beginning
March 11. Held every Wednes-
day from 5:30 to 7 pm at 675
S 4th St in Highlands, this pro-
gram is designed to help stu-
dents navigate the complexities
of the U.S. naturalization exam
with confidence.To learn more
about programs at The Literacy
& Learning Center, contact
Caroline Cox at ccox@thelit-
eracyandlearningcenter.org or
828-526-0863 or visit TheLit-
eracyandLearningCenter.org.

* Digital Navigators will be
at the Hudson Library from -3
PM, digital navigators will host a
Tech Time drop-in time at Hud-
son Library with the goal to as-
sist attendees with basic smart-
phone, laptop, iPad and tablet
skills. For more information, call
the Library at 828-526-3031.
This program is free and open
to the public.

Thursdays

* Kickboxing 8:15-9:15a. at
the Rec Park. No martial arts
background necessary Contact
the Rec Dept.at 828-526-3556
for more info.

* At First Presbyterian
Church a free concert “Music
for Prayer” at noon. These ca-
sual concerts are almost en-
tirely improvised and last 30-45
minutes. This offering is called
Music For Prayer.

* At Hudson Library, special
children’s events will be on tap
on Thursday afternoons at 3:30
Kids Zone programs.

Fridays

* At Hudson Library, Friday
afternoons at 2 PM, a variety of
children’s programs including

board games, STEM programs,
and crafts.

3rd Saturdays

* Dec. 20th meeting is
cancelled. Meeting will resume
in January. The American Le-
gion Post 370 meets at the
First Methodist Church at 315
Main St. in their community
room/909 chapel. Breakfast ia
at 9a; meeting is at 10a. Email
ncpost370@gmail.com or just
join us at 9am.

Sundays

* At Wayfarers Chapel,
Sunday Service: 10a Sunday
Mornings. Stick around for vis-
itation and coffee hour imme-
diately after service. (Coffee
hour is replaced by potluck
dinner the |st Sunday of each
month).

Wed., March 18

* Free Brown Bag Lunch &
Learn at the Community Cen-
ter from 11:30a-1p.In partner-
ship with Southwest CC and
the Chamber of Commerce.

Sat., March 21

* nAt the Bascom, Boys &
Girls Club “Drawn to the Pla-
teau” exhibit and reception at
3 p.m.

Sat.,April 4

* Annual Easter Egg Hunt
a the Rec Park at 10a.m. for
ages 0-9.

Sat.,April 18

* The Highlands Chamber
of Commerce/Visit Highlands,
annual Plateau Pickup. Volun-
teers will gather at 8:30am at
Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders
Park (Pine Street) to check in
and receive clean up assign-
ments along key corridors in-
cluding US. 64, N.C. 28, N.C.
106, and select areas of down-
town Highlands. for more info,
email events@highlandscham-
ber.org or call 828-526-5841.
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