Volume 23, Number 24

Four have signed up for BoE race

Candiates have until July 6 to join the race; other ballot additions

By Kristin Fox

Filing opened on Mon-
day, June 8 for the November
3 General Election for the Ma-
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con County Board of Education
District 2 and District 4 seats and
two seats in Macon County Soil
& Water Conservation District.

Timmy McDowell holds the plaque about the man whose record he broke —
Navajo Indian from Albuquerque, NM, PIR Corporal Yazzi, who ran Currahee
in 40:05 minutes in 1944. He was awarded $15 and a 10-day furlough.

Local, Timmy McDowell sets
new course record - ‘Currahee!

By Kim Lewicki
Running has taken rising
senior Timmy places he never

dreamed of going — a scholat-
ship to Rabun Gap Nacoochee
o See McDOWELL page 5

To date four candidates, two
for each district, have signed up
for the upcoming elections for

o See BOE RACE page 4

Hurricanes
smash the
competition
in first meet
of the season

By Steve Hott
Hurricanes Coach

On Thursday, June 4, the
Highlands Hurricanes hosted
the Smoky Mountain Aquatics
Club (SMAC) at the Highlands
Recreation Park Pool. The Hut-
ricanes won 545-249.

All members of the Hurri-
canes team scored in the meet.

Leading the charge for the
Hurricanes were Helix Sharpe-
Sutton and Jr. Olympian Luca
Maseko with three wins a piece
and 24 pts. Zana Mascko, Ne-
hemiah Edwards, and Jr. Olym-
pian Bella Batista all won two
blue ribbons and had 22 pts. El-
lie Bysura and Melanie Zabrian
brought home 21 pts and won

o See HURRICANES page 4
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Cars of every vintage, type and color will be on display in KH Founders Park
Saturday, June 13.

Engines are revving up for

Photo by Jim Lewicki

annual motoring festival

Enthusiasts of classic cars
travel to museums all over Amer-
ica to see the best of the best
but this weekend those classic
cars will be in Highlands for the
Highlands Motoring Festival, a
four-day festival of driving tours,
a Main Street parade, two car

shows, and two evening events.
For the past 19 years High-
lands has hosted the Highlands
Motoring Festival whose pro-
ceeds are donated to local hu-
man needs charities.
Over the past nine years an
o See MOTORING page 15
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INTERMATIOMNAL REALTY

Highlands

arl Minutes to Main

120 Split Rail Row | MLS 1002720

Jody Lovell
(828) 2266303

=2 F Elegant In-Town MCCULLEY’ S
- '—;P" El:l’égfﬁ"‘;glcz;‘idtc The largest selection of

Scottish cashmere in the U.S.A.
In Highlands ...on the hill
242 S. 4th St.* 828-526-4407
Open 7 days a week

www.mcculleys.com
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Pending laws affecting municipalities

ometimes it is hard to
Skeep track of legislation

in Raleigh. Let me either
correct or provide an update
on the pending land-use legis-
lation I cited last week. Looks
like Highlands may be exempt
from several parts of that leg-
islation.

The building height allow-
ances to 60 feet, contained in
one piece, apparently applies
to towns with populations over
50,000 people. The same is true
with the changes regarding accessory
dwelling units on any residential property.
The off-street parking exemption I men-
tioned does appear to apply to all towns.

The property tax issues are moving
toward a vote on a constitutional amend-
ment in November. But outgoing Sen-
ate leader Phil Berger still seems to be
pushing a moratorium on property tax
reevaluations with SB-889, the Property
Tax Reappraisal Moratorium. If passed,
it may apply to selected counties or state-
wide.
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Highlands Mayor
Patrick Taylor

Another legislative issue in
this short session is amending
SB 382, the downzoning legis-
lation passed at the end of the
2024 session. That downzoning
statute limited a municipality
from passing a zoning amend-
ment that lessened the permit-
ted use of a property without
the unanimous consent of all
affected property owners. SB
382 caused concern and confu-
sion among municipalities and
counties, especially those in the
process of revising their Unified Devel-
opment Ordinances (UDO). It also lim-
ited municipalities’ ability to even make
adjustments to zoning ordinances. Two
pieces of legislation, HB 24 and SB 587,
were introduced in the current session to
clarify the issue of downzoning, Some
organizations that are tracking their prog-
ress now believe these bills have stalled or
been changed and will not provide clarity
or correct the original downzoning bill,
SB 382.

If there is no clarification, future
changes to the Highlands UDO may be
problematic. The North Carolina League
of Municipalities is keeping track of these
developments.

I want to thank in advance the work
Commissioner Amy Patterson has done
on researching county districting and the
election of county commissioners. It is
a major topic of review at this time in
Macon County. Amy has found several
workable options for the voters and com-
missioners of Macon County to considet.
I know Amy and I are willing to present
these options at meetings throughout the
county in the coming weeks and months.
We both believe this decision will have
a major impact on Macon County and
should not be rushed to a final decision.

At the upcoming June 18 Town
Board meeting, Mike Hansen of McGill
Engineering will return to discuss engi-
neering costs and the phases and dredging
work schedule for Mirror Lake. I encour-
age folks in the Mirror Lake area to attend
and hear Mike’s presentation. The ques-
tion is whether we let both dredging phas-
es run simultaneously, thereby generating
e See MAYOR page 10

MILESTONE .

Hurricanes show off their digs and win big!

The Mountain
Swim League
Summer 2026
first swim meet
was hosted at
the Highlands
Rec Park Pool
by the
Highlands’
Hurricanes on
June 4 against
the Smoky
Mountain
Aquatics Club.
The Hurricanes
won with a
score of
545-249.

Photo by
Anna Jestin
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ROOFING SERVICES

New & Re-Roofing Applications Including:
Asphalt * Cedar * Metal * Synthetic Materials

Showroom: 1511 Highlands Rd ¢ Franklin ¢ O: 828-524-7773
info@highlandernc.com * www.highlandernc.com
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REALTY GROUP

Not The Biggest... Just The Best!
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BRAND NEW ON MARKET
IN WILDCAT CLIFFS GC!

Designed for both elegant entertaining and relaxed mountain
living, this home features a spacious open floor plan anchored
by a dramatic great room that boasts a cathedral ceiling, a
massive stone fireplace, and walls of windows that invite the
beauty of nature inside.

* 4BR/4.5BAs e Upstairs Guest Sanctuary
e Extra Lot for Added Privacy with 2BR/2BA, Kitchenette,
e Large, Luxurious Main Level and Den
Primary Suite with Sitting * Membership to Wildcat
Area/Office Cliffs CCCis appurtenant
* Covered Porch and Open to the property

Decks That Overlook Brook * MLS#1003466 | $3,400,000

828.200.9179 | pat@patallenrealtygroup.com 828.200.6165 | julie@patallenrealtygroup.com

PAT ALLEN JULIE OSBORN

P\ www.patallenrealtygroup.com
CLEMS # GUILD
Nt i 828.526.8784 | 295 DILLARD RD, HIGHLANDS =
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‘Bryson’s Food Store

Proudly Serving Highlands, Ng rth Ca

The best meals start here!™
Wine Tasting every L
Thursday,2-5p .- o= v

- ~ Open daily
g, 7:30a to 7:30p

03 Highlands Plaza,ikﬁgh;iﬁg'g, NC - (828) 526-3775

..BOE RACE continued from page 1

the school boatrd. Currently no one has
signed up for the two soil and water seats.

For the board of education, in-
cumbent Stephanie Hyder Laseter and
newcomer Kaleena Keener Messer have
signed up for the District 2 seat, and in-
cumbent Diedre Kaye Breeden and an-
other newcomer Robert (Bob) Franklin
Perkins have signed up to run for the Dis-
trict 4 seat.

Candidates must live in the district
they are running for to fill the two school
board seats. District 2 represents the
Franklin area district and District 4 is an
at-large seat. While the candidates must
live in their districts, all citizens in Macon
County can vote for the school board
seats no matter where they reside.

Filing dates will run through Mon-
day, July 6th at 5 p.m. Filing fees for the
school board and soil and water are $5.

Early voting for the general election
will start on Thursday, October 15 at 8
a.m. and will end at 3 p.m. on Saturday,
October 31. Hours to vote during early
voting will be from 8 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Monday through Friday. Early voting will
also be held on the Saturdays between the
early voting dates from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

During early voting, voters can vote
during the designated hours in Highlands
at the Highlands Civic Center 600 N.
4th Street and in Franklin at the Macon
Recreation Center - Robert C. Carpenter
Building on Georgia Road (across from
Ingles).

The general election will be held on
Tuesday, November 3 from 6:30 a.m. to

7:30 p.m. On election night, votes will
need to go to their district voting poll to
cast their vote.

On the November 3 ballot, votets
will also be voting on five referendums
— two for Macon County and three for
the state. The Macon County referen-
dums are for or against permitting the
“on-premises” and “off-premises” sale
of malt beverages and unfortified wine.

In addition, Macon County voters
will vote on the local sales and use tax
referendum for or against “local sales and
use tax at the rate of one-quarter percent
(0.25%) in addition to all other state and
local sales and use taxes.” This would be
the equivalent a 1/4 of a penny increase.

The three state referendums that
will be on the November ballot include
constitutional amendments for or against
requiring photo 1D for voting; for or
against keeping the state income tax
rate from being raised higher than three
and one-half percent (3.5%); and for or
against requiring limits on property tax
increases by local governments.

This fall, citizens will also be voting
for three Macon County Board of Com-
missioners seats — one for District 1 and
two for the at-large District 2 seats. Re-
publican John Allen Shearl and Demo-
crat Calvin (Russ) Russell Lunn are vying
for the District 1 seat; District 2 candi-
dates include Republicans Dylan James
Castle and Kellie McConnell Burns and
Democrats Terry Lee Bell and Janet Ja-
cobs Greene.

.. HURRICANES continued from page 1

three and two events, respectively. Anna
Nicole and Ben Shchelgachov, along
with Thompson Thriffiley, Addison Can-
non, Lucas Zabrian, and Agatha Jestin all
scored 20 pts, won one event and finished
2nd in two events.

Timmy McDowell, Ian Batista and
Ivan Shchelgachov had 19 pts, and a
1st, 2nd, and a 3rd place finish. Margot
Thriffiley and Jr. Olympian Aniah McK-
im brought home 17 pts and two 1st place
ribbons.

Hananiah Edwards and Cooper
Thriffiley scored 15 pts. Cooper won an
event. Max Jestin, Azarfah Edwatds, and
Stella Kerr received 14 pts, while Sterling
Binder had 13, and Gemma Mathoudis
gotl2 pts.

Sisters Valerie and Victotria Nadzorau

each brought home 11 pts, Law Binder
and Katherine Wise brought home 10
pts. Valerie started the meet of by sing-
ing the national anthem. Binder won an
event. Blakely Sears scored 9 pts, Atlas
Harris and Ezra Cannon 8 pts, Annabelle
Searles and Wyatt Harris scored 7pts.

The next meet for the Hurricanes is
at SMAC in Waynesville Thursday, June
11.

The Highlands Hurricanes are a
Highlands Recreation Park Team who
practice mostly in the evenings at the
Highlands Recreation Park Pool. The
only requirement to join is that a pro-
spective swimmer must be able to swim
25 yards (the length of the recreation
park pool) unassisted. For further infor-
mation please call 828.421.4121.
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School, in Dillard, GA, a scholarship to
Christ School, in Asheville, NC, recent
offers from several colleges, trips across
the country and most recently a return to
Currahee Mountain on June 6, D-Day, to
win the “3 up — 3 down” race.

The annual race is held on D-Day
in honor of the 18,000 paratroopers
who trained during WWIIL. The soldiers
ran the 3 miles up and 3 miles down in
preparation for jumping into Normandy
on June 6, 1944.

Timmy, 17, has now run the moun-
tain three times, but this time he con-
quered it, coming in first of the 250
entrants at 35:45 minutes. In fact, that
time beat the previous course record set
by PIR trainee Corporal Yazzi who ran
the six miles in 40 minutes and 5 seconds
back in 1944,

His long-time running partner Der-
ek Taylor, who has run the mountain
himself numerous times and who has
accompanied Timmy ecach time he has
run the course said he beat his previous
40+-minute record which had earned
him second place twice.

“I thank Derek,” said Timmy. “We

99,000 * MLS# 1002246
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have come full circle. The other two times
I ran I came in second place; this time I
came in first. Once you reach the top it’s
the best feeling because it’s straight up
with a 1,000-ft elevation gain, but you can’t
linger. You have to head right back down.
Derek has been with me all three times.”

While scaling the mountain, Timmy
said he focused on three things. “One,
don’t look back; two, don’t look up and
three, just keep looking right in front of
you.”

He said running the hills and moun-
tains of Highlands prepared him for the
run. “I'm a good hill climber because of
Highlands’ terrain,” he said.

Though there were water stations
along the way Timmy said, he didn’t
chance stopping. “I had to focus on mov-
ing, just moving and not stopping.”

Timmy has also won the annual High-
lands Scholarship 5k twice, beating out
hundreds of runners and his own record
each time.

The Currahee Mountain course near
Toccoa, GA, near the site of Camp Toc-
coa, was the first Parachute Infantry

o See McCDOWELL page 10

354 Flat Mountain Estates Rd, Highlands
$2,799,999 ®* MLS# 1002567

4 Woodland Lane, Highlands

$1,225.000 ®* MLS# 1001756
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A LUXURY BOUTIQUE BRAMND,
LOCAL MARKET KNOWLEDGE
AND IMPECCABLE SERVICE

% KINZEY PARKER HOLM

EROKER. REALTOR g .
Ei%E

404-858-1363 &2 3

§ o

VRealEstateBrokerKinzey@gmail.com

!

Read Highlands Newspaper, Highlands’ only locally owned
newspaper free from everywhere - on the street or on the web.
Digital copy at www.highlandsinfo.com,Click on Local News.
Delivered and Uploaded every Thurs.AM

Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com
Recognized as one of the top
100 Agents in NC
*RealTrends’

Highlands

Sotheby’s

INTERMNATIONAL REAL

$3,195,000 ®* MLS# 1002568
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Open for the last 41 years, Shiraz has been offering wholesale prices to the public on its
entire inventory of genuinely hand-woven oriental rugs.
Thousands of antique and contemporary pieces from around the world.
HAND CLEANING * RESTORATION ¢ APPRAISALS
.- -h_'ﬂ_‘_—— n

* INVESTING ATA. 118 FT.°

Belonging to something bigger

n a recent trip to
Ireland, T had an
unexpected conver-

sation that made me think
differently about our com-
munity here on the High-
lands-Cashiers Plateau.
During our flight, a
group of younger flicht at- |
tendants asked a veteran Y
Delta flight attendant how | 2

For a  community
of our size, the generos-
ity found in Highlands and
Cashiers is extraordinary.
Our nonprofits consistently
benefit from dedicated vol-
unteers, generous donors,
and passionate advocates.
Whether supporting health-
care, education, the arts,
environmental stewardship,

she had managed to stay | P
with the airline for 35 years Jod Lovell cy services, residents con-
while maintaining such en- Highlands and Cashiers tinually step forward when
thusiasm for her work. Her Sotheby’s International Realty there is a need.

answer was simple but pro- 828.526.4104 That spirit creates a

animal welfare, or emergen-

‘e Purchase Antique Rugs

Y e T TN e T

I# gl

~ (828) 526-5759
Main Street * Oak Square
Highlands, NC 28741

Sl o I ke Ad rnled
OTHER SHOWROOMS:
TAMPA * NAPLES * SARASOTA

www.shirazruggalleries.com

ORLANDO

HAGAN BINDER

— LANDSCAPE

@ 466 DILLARD ROAD
HIGHLANDS, NC 28741

ARCHITECTS —

l @ 828-482-5511
HAGANBINDER.COM

« 3 Bedrooms

= 2 Baths

+ Successful Short-Term Rental
+« Wood Burning Fireplace

Private Screened Porch
Freshly Painted Exterior
Fibar Optic Internet
2.5 Miles to Main 5t.

guaranteed and should Be inceencantly variied

found.

She said, “God gave me a gift — the
gift of wanting to belong to something big-
ger than myself.”

She explained that throughout her ca-
reet, she had found purpose in being part
of a team, a company, and a culture that
encouraged, supported, and cared for one
another. It was not simply a job. It was a
shared mission and a community that gave
meaning to her work.

As she spoke, I couldn’t help but think
about Highlands and Cashiers.

What makes this place special is not
just the mountains, waterfalls, cool summer
temperatures, or breathtaking views. Those
things may bring people here, but they are
not what keep them here. What keeps peo-
ple connected to this community year after
year is the same gift that flight attendant
described — the desire to belong to some-
thing bigger than ourselves.

Every season, thousands of residents and
homeowners quietly demonstrate that gift.

They volunteer at local food pantries,
support literacy programs, raise money for
healthcare initiatives, serve on nonprofit
boards, mentor young people, support con-
servation efforts, and contribute countless
hours to organizations that improve the
lives of others. Many of these individuals
could easily spend their summers enjoying
the beauty of the plateau without ever be-
coming involved. Instead, they choose to
invest their time, talents, and resources into

or accolades. They simply understand that
a thriving community does not happen by
accident. It happens because people care
enough to contribute.

The result is a culture unlike any other.

ripple effect. Newcomers
arrive and quickly discover that giving back
is woven into the fabric of life here. They
see neighbors serving neighbors. They see
organizations working together. They see a
community united by a common belief that
we all share responsibility for preserving
and enhancing this remarkable place.

Perhaps that is why Highlands and
Cashiers feel different from so many other
resort communities.

People here do not simply own homes.
They become part of a community.

The flight attendant’s words have
stayed with me since that trip. In many ways,
they describe the heart of this plateau. We
are blessed with a community filled with
people who have been given the gift of
wanting to belong to something bigger than
themselves.

And because of that gift, Highlands
and Cashiers continue to thrive — not only
as beautiful places to live and visit, but as
communities defined by generosity, put-
pose, and service.

In a world that often celebrates in-
dividual achievement, perhaps our great-
est strength is the collective commitment
of people who understand that the most
meaningful contributions are often those
made on behalf of others.

“The mountains may be what first cap-
tured our hearts, but it is the people — and
their commitment to something larger than
themselves — that make Highlands and Ca-

pPAM NELLIS strengthening the community around them.  shiers a community unlike any other.”
Realton® PESTER JACKSON CHRISTIE'S What is remarkable is that many of

M B30 T82 1006 O SO0, OS2 R0E2 BLACKSTREAM eI these volunteers and donors receive little * Jody and Wood Lovell own Highlands and
Pom@EHighlandsCashiersCire.com .. . . y .

Al ARSI D oviced i ciermend radiobks bt it ot =IE recognition. They do not seek headlines  Cashiers Sotheby’s International Realty started 26

years ago. The leading firm on The Platean, their 52
brokers are spread across Highlands/ Cashiers/ Lake
Glenville/ Sapphire/ Lake Toxaway/ Franklin and
Sylva. Call them to help you with your real estate needs
at 828.526.4104.
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CLUBHAUS
HIGHLANDS

Clubhaus 1s a enrated gatherng place lor exceptional velueles and the people who appreciate them.

Bunlt on shaved expenences and a deep appreaanon lor the machines thal move us.
Where windmg moutam roacds, thoughtlul design, and good company mecel.

Join us on the jommney.
Follow @ClubhausHighlands or subsenbe at www.ClubhausHighlands.com

Developed by:

N BINDER DEVELOPMENT Q.\’-‘/OHAGANBINDER

BD Building [or Gencerations < LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS

For inquiries regarding founding membership opportunities, investment participation, or collector vehicle accommodations,
please contact LB@ClubhausHighlands.com
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Tuck into Tas Mexman Favorltes
& the Best i
y: 1 y . - .

Host your next party at Highlands Burrito

for birthdays, game days & more!

@ DINE IN OR TAKE IT TO GO
226 South 4th Street, Highlands, NC

Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p ¢ Sun. 11ato 7p
Closed Tuesdays

828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
at Hzghlunder Mountain House
Open for
LUNCH
Wednesday-Saturday
11:30-3p
Open for
DINNER
Wednesday-Saturday
5:30-9p
Open for

- W|th Blue Grass music
10a-3p

290 Main Street * Highlands ¢ 828-526-2590
highlandermountainhouse.com

828-526-4035

| WILD I'_HYME GOURMET

T A WU R a4 N T

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round

Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. * Highlands

Open 7 Days

Lunch: 11a-3:30p
Dinner:
5:30p - closed

AHIGHLANDER MOUNTAIN HOUSE HOTEL

The Secret Garden

Sandwich shop and
gourmet food market

- Open Year-Round
5 Mon.-Fri.. | 1:30a to 4p

Sat., noon-4
Call (828) 305-7509 to place a pick-up order.

Catering and Custom Charcuterle
Courtyardiand IndOor«t eatir

Now serving wine,
beer & coffee!
Open to the public!

(!o!ee Bar 8a to

P
Wine/Beer Bar:
Thurs-S.

STEAK* BURGER*CHICKEN*PORK
HOT DOGS* RIBS*SAUSAGE
TAKE AND BAKE SIDES AND DINNERS
FRESH SIDES, SANDWICHES & SALADS
BAKED GOODS*WINE*CHEESE
GOURMET FOOD & MORE!!

!

TUES-FRI 9:30-5:30
wa%ﬁi.m o

T :50-3
28-526-2762

Empanadas * Tequenos * Roasted Chicken
Gyro * Salads ° Pitas * Burgers * Philly Cheese
Steak * Susan’s Rueben ¢ Italian Sausage
Appalachian Fries * Onion Rings
Shrimp Gumbo * Soups, and more!

Open
Breakfast: 7-10a
Lunch: I la-3p
Dinner:
Thurs., Frl., & Sat. 5-8p

828-482-1513
i 462 Dillard Road, Highlands
(across from Dusty’s)

LAKESIDE

RESTAURANT

Open Tuesday - Saturday
Dinner Starts @ 5:30 PM
Serving Easter Brunch 11 AM -2 PM

Outdoor Dining / Dine-In Art Gallery / lakesiderestaurant.info

531 Smaliwood Ave. | 828-526-9419 |  Highlands
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We need a President who is truthful and a Congress and Supreme Court that do their jobs

Dear Editor:

Quote: The strength of American government is
based on three things: a President that is truthful with the
people and who can be counted upon to keep his word, a
Congress that ensures that the President follows the law
and insists that it controls the spending of all our hard-
earned taxpayer dollars, and a Supreme Court whose rul-
ings are fair and just, assuring no man or woman is above
the law or favored by the law.

All these conditions no longer exist in Trumpland.
Any wonder why the entire world now views America as
a weak, foolish and erratic nation no longer worthy of
being trusted to lead the world to a better future? Un-
quote. The author is unknown to me, I quote it FYT.

To achieve functioning governments within demo-

...on the Verandah

Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah
43 Years of Fine Dining

NOW

OPEN

7
Nights a week

5:30-9p
828-526-2338
US 64w ¢ Highlands

.-'Jh ¢ S
Mumfam Sﬂﬂw |

Q“_ A IN‘CB -:cJ

411 4th Street » 828-500-1827
(next to the Blue Bike Cafe)

Open Mon-Thurs. 10a to 5p & Fri-Sat 10a to 8p

cratic societies requires ethical participation of all its citi-
zens. We “subjects” are entrusted with the indispensable
task of choosing equally righteous leaders.

Ask yourself: Is this person able to move people to

* OBITUARIES ®

action that is aimed at the good of the entire community
or is that effort only enhancing the power and glorifica-
tion of the person himself or his family? This differenti-

o See LETTER page 11

Steve Castellaw

Steve Castellaw died peacefully in his
home on May 31st. He was born in Com-
merce, Georgia on July 5th, 1945, to Wilma
Nix Castellaw and George Wilburn Castel-
law. He is preceded in death by his parents
and his sister, Leita Castellaw Cobb.

Steve attended Commerce High
School, where he lettered in football, bas- |
ketball, and baseball. After high school, he
attended the University of Georgia and
graduated in 1966 from the Grady College
of Journalism and Mass Communication.

try Club and Capital City Club in Atlanta,
Highlands Country Club in Highlands,
North Carolina, and Quail Hollow Club
in Chatlotte, North Carolina.

In Atlanta, he was a member of the
Roundtable Club where he served as Pres-
ident.

He was a member of Peachtree
Church in Atlanta and First Presbyterian
Church of Highlands.

Steve loved volunteering as a football
coach at Peachtree Road United Method-

While at Georgia, he was a member of
the Sigma Nu Fraternity, where he served as Rush Chait-
man and Commander.

In 1969, he met his wife, Karen Lewis, in Athens.
They were married the next year and settled in Atlanta.

After serving in the Army Reserves, he went to work
for McCann Erickson Advertising Agency and worked
primarily on the Coca Cola Account. He then went to
wotk for John Blair Company, a New York based tele-
vision broadcast representative firm. In the late 70%,
he and his family moved to Charlotte, North Carolina
where he opened and managed an office for Blair. They
loved their time in Chatlotte and made many lifelong
friends. In Charlotte, he joined the Carousel Club and
Quail Hollow Club. Also, while in North Carolina, Steve
was awarded the distinction of becoming a member of
the Order of The Long Leaf Pine Society.

After five years Steve and his family returned to At-
lanta; and he was hired as director of sales to go on board
with Spartan Communications Company, which owned
television and radio stations throughout the country. He
had many fond memories of the people he worked with
at Spartan, and the trips they made entertaining clients
around the world.

He retired for several years and enjoyed traveling
with Karen both in this country and abroad.

After deciding that he had too much energy to retire,
he went to work with Sotheby’s International Real Estate
Company, and then later Christie’s International Real Es-
tate selling properties in the North Carolina mountains.
He found a great deal of satisfaction in meeting with
them to find their perfect homes.

Steve was passionate about the game of golf and
was fortunate to play many of the best courses in the
USA and around the world. He especially enjoyed his
many trips to Scotland and Ireland.

He was a member of Cherokee Town and Coun-

ist Church and at Northside Youth Orga-
nization. Even when his sons were too old to play, he
continued to coach for many years. He took such pride
in seeing grown men from one of his former teams and
hearing them greet him with, “Hey Coach!”

One of his biggest pleasures was spending time at
Lake Rabun, taking cocktail cruises in his wooden Chris
Craft and relaxing with good friends. He also enjoyed
watching his “Dawgs” play on Saturday in Athens and
talking Georgia football recruiting year-round. He was
a DGD!

In later years, he loved residing in the small town of
Highlands and playing golf in the cool weather.

A born conversationalist, Steve genuinely loved en-
gaging with people. He was always telephoning friends
just to “check in”. He never met a stranger; and he
charmed everyone with his ability to connect, taking an
immediate interest in the lives of others.

Steve is survived by his beloved wife of 55 years,
Karen Lewis Castellaw; his two sons, of whom he was
most proud, Christopher Lewis Castellaw (Elizabeth),
and Brooks Steven Castellaw (Kate); and his grandchil-
dren, Bryce, Kaitlyn, Caroline, Bates, and Brooks, Jr.
He also leaves one sister, Virginia Castellaw Jones; two
brothers-in-law, Richard Lewis (Susan) and Bill Lewis
(Marye); and many nieces and nephews.

A service will be held at Peachtree Church, 3434
Roswell R, Atlanta, Georgia on Tuesday, June 9 at 2:00
PM with a reception to follow at Peachtree Golf Club,
3019 Ashford Dunwood Road.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be sent to The
Child Development Center, 89 Church Street, High-
lands, NC 28741.

Online condolences can be left at wwwbryant-
grantfuneralhome.com

Bryant-Grant Funeral Home & Crematory is hon-
oted to serve the Castellaw family.
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HIGHLANDS
EXPERTISE

ELEVATED
EXPERIENCE

= Highlandsresident
for 18 years

= Representingbuyers and
sellers across the Plateau

s Seamless service from
Atlanta tothe mountains

= Backed by 79+years of
Dorsey Alston trust

LET’S TALK
Brian Seifried, REALTOR®
770.309.1143

[DORSEY ALSTON

REALTORS®

404.352.2010

HEDITAL 3FE

Dissolvable sutures are inserted into the skin to lift, tighten, and rejuvenate
sagging or aging arcas. They stimulate collagen production, improving skin
clasticily and texture over time!
X Prices vary depending on type and number of
threads used. Please call or check our website
for pricing.

Tropic Glow Facial - 20% Off
Regular price $140

e
'ﬁr“i > Escape into a tropical-inspired skin
5 ritual designed to brighten,
e hydrate, and restore your glow
@-ﬁ for summer.
o
L I 828-482-4430
& r ,;:z; - www.rejuvenatewnc.com

g

THE FOUR
afthe things »

Sirst...

*Biz/OrG NEWS®

Mtn Top Rotary meets HCFF artistic director
) - ' i

John Martin,
President with
Joy Jorgensen,
Artistic Director
of the Highlands
Cashiers Film
Festival, who
spoke about the
upcoming film
festival to be held
September 17-20.
Joy is a festival
director and an
independent film
producer with
strong ties to
Highlands and the
Plateau.

...McDOWELL continued from page 5

Regiment Training Center (PIR) where
the 501st and the 506th of the 101st
Airborne Division and the 507th of the
82nd Airborne Division trained.

This was the grueling training route
for WWIL paratroopers as depicted in
the Spielberg movie “Band of Brothers,”
which followed Easy Company through
their experiences in WWIIL, from training
at Camp Toccoa through major battles in

COREY JAMES GALLERY

& Estate Consignments

Bronze sculpture * Paintings
Vintage & Antique Collectables &

On the corner of 3rd & Spring
(828) 526-4818

Europe ending with V-E Day.

Running the course was a daily real-
ity for Easy Company and others during
their training, The run tested recruits’ en-
durance and was used to eliminate any-
one who couldn’t meet the elite airborne
standards. If they could run the six-miles
in 50 minutes ot undet, they could stay in
the regiment. If not, they were out.

Recruits who dropped out of the
run for any reason were removed from
the paratrooper program and sent to reg-
ular infantry units.

The grueling physical challenge
spawned a famous battle cry for the
506th: Currahee!”

Currahee is the Cherokee name
for the mountain which means “Stand
Alone” as it rises alone abruptly at the
tail-end of the Blue Ridge Mountain
range.

..MAYOR continued
from page 2

significant heavy construction activity
but shortening the project’s duration.
Or do we do the phases in sequence,
thus reducing construction activity for
a given period of time but extending
the dredging time? I know commission-
ers would like to hear citizens’ views on
this issue. That scheduling decision will
be made later in the summer. The focus
of this meeting will be on reviewing the
remaining engineering and design costs
for the project.



..LETTER continued from page 9

ates a statesman from a demagogue and
it’s imperative we discern the difference.

It is also vital that citizens know the
distinction between “politics” (the art
of guiding people well), and “partisan-
ship” (the art of gaining and controlling
power).

Again, ask yourself: Am I con-
cerned with serving the community and
guided by its well-being, or am I con-
cerned only with benefitting my party
and indifferent to the comfort and pros-
perity of the community?

Take cate also, not to confuse poli-
tics with “PC.” Political Correctness is
a doctrine fostered by a delusional and
illogical minority promoting and culti-
vating the preposterous notion that it’s
possible to pick up a turd by the clean
end.

Todays turbulent environment
does not render politics easily recogniz-
able (in its root meaning), concern for
the community. Polis, the Greek word
for “city,” in other times meant the pur-
suit of politics was considered a “noble
activity.”

Understanding how good govern-

ment works and our place in it exposes
our present dilemma, the burden of a
leader who is the living image of an un-
principled despot for whom Congtress’s
impeachment clause was designed. If this
president’s violations of affirmed rules of
law, the Constitution, his oath, and defi-
ance of Congtess, are not impeachable
offenses, nothing is.

The Supreme Court’s carte blanche
gift of immunity from prosecution for
breaking any law;, code, or rule this presi-
dent chooses will result in the permanent
alteration of the balance of power among
the branches of government and the ulti-
mate collapse of the United States.

This Administration has embar-
rassed and disgraced America before the
wotld, put our military in peril unneces-
sarily and (wittingly or unwittingly) alien-
ated our allies and united our adversaries.
It has murdered innocent men, women
and children at home and abroad as much
of America watches in silence, our grand
achievements dumped on the ash heap of
history.

David L. Snell
Franklin, NC
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7 OPEN HOUSE
__“%3 June12from 1iam-2pm
Historic Whittle House

760 N s5th Street,
Highlands, NC 28741

4BD|3.5BA| 288 Acres

National Historic Registry
100+ years, same family
Blocks from downtown

ey )

Contact us for details
828-239-8814 bis

o

CHRISTIE’S

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE
— HIGHLANDS CASHIERS —

146 SATULAH ROAD | $2,690,000
4 BED | 4.5 BATH | MLS 1003423

Cruise Through Highlands Hottest In-Town

Cruise by FOUR open houses this Friday, June 12th from 10 AM- 12 PM.
Brokers, clients, and the general public are welcome!

220 WORLEY ROAD | $2,445,000
4 BED | 4.5 BATH | MLS 1003026

PAT GLEESON
Broker | Realtor® | 828.782.0472
PatrickGleeson4@Gmail.com

462 MIRROR LAKE ROAD | $2,175,000
4 BED | 4 BATH | MLS 1002729

531 BILLY CABIN ROAD | $2,199,000
4 BED | 4.5 BATH | MLS 1003227

CARL ROMBERG, RSPS
Broker | Realtor® | 678.936.9309
Carl@HighlandsCashiersCIRE.com

HighlandsCashiersCIRE.com | 210 North Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741
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Orchard Sessions

THE FARM &# OLD EDWARDS
FEATURING

Andrew Wooten

Half-Price Admission for All!

Complimentary light bites and cash bar
Just a $25 Cover Charge

BOOK ONLINE TODAY




e UPCOMING EVENTS ®

The Middle East: Where are we now?

By Mary Beth Allen
CLE Board
Member

The Highlands-Cashiers
Center for Life Enrichment
(CLE) invites you to join
us for a deep-dive into the
US’s relationship with the
complex, fascinating, and of-
ten turbulent region of the
Middle East. CLE is proud
to welcome two experts this
June, Dr. Eren Tasar and Dr.
Kevin Jones, to enhance our understand-
ing of this complicated region.

On June 18th and 19th, Dr. Eren
Tasar will share his perspectives on “The
Crisis of Religious Authority in the Digi-
tal Age,” a discussion of how the digital
age has produced a profound crisis of re-
ligious authority across global
Christian, Muslim, and other
faith communities, and “Nica-
ea Revisited: Turkey Between
Rome, Moscow, and Washing-
ton,” which will explore how
Turkey now sits at a strategic
crossroads where Christian
diplomacy, regional power
politics, and great-power 1i-
valry all converge.

Dr. Tasar is Director of
Graduate Studies and Associ-

ate Professor in the History Dr.Kevin Jones

Dr. Eren Tasar

HIGHLANDS \f HOSTESS

-

HAPPIEST IN HIGHLANDS

e %/z%/mé -

—— YOUR LOCAL INSIDER —

LOCAL CELEBRATION PLANNIRG « CURATED WEEKENDS o CONCIERGE SERVICIG + INSIDER YIP EXPERIENCES
ol
v ey w

® HAPPIESTINHIGHLANDS.COM

828-200-2659

Department at UNC Chapel
Hill, where he has taught since
2013. His interests are the re-
ligious and social history of
Soviet Central Asia. His first
book, “Soviet and Muslim:
the Institutionalism of Islam
in Central Asia” examined
Soviet policies toward Islamic
institutions. His 24-lecture
video series about the history
of Central Asia since ancient
times for The Great Courses
was released in January 2025.

Dr. Tasar has two forthcoming books,
“Muslim Atheism in Central Asia,” which
is under review with the Austrian Acad-
emy of Sciences Press, and “Central Asia
from Antiquity to the Present,” which is
under contract with Oxford University
Press.

On June 22nd and 23rd,
Dr. Kevin Jones will speak on
“Fuel on the Fire: Oil and US.
Foreign Policy in the Middle
East, 1928-2026,” a history of
US. oil interests in the mod-
ern Middle East, and ‘“Mad
Mullahs vs. The Great Satan:
Admiration and Animosity in
US.-Iranian Relations, 1951-
2026,” which will cover the
history of US. and Iranian
relations from the Constitu-
tional Revolution of 1906 to
the present-day war of 2026.

Dr. Kevin Jones is Associate Profes-
sor of History and Department Head at
the University of Georgia. He earned his
PhD in History from the University of
Michigan and was a Post-Doctoral Re-
search Fellow at the George Washington
University Institute for Middle East Stud-
ies, before beginning his current position
at UGA. His work has appeared in Social
History, and his book, “The Dangers of
Poetry: Culture, Politics, and Revolution in
Iraq,” was published by Stanford Univer-
sity Press in 2020.

Please join us for these timely and en-
lightening topics by two great CLE experts
by registering online at http://wwwicle-
highlands.com, which lists specific dates,
times, and locations, or by calling the CLE
Office at (828) 526-8811. We look forward

to seeing you soon!
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Sept 17-20, 2026

The Story Behind the Documentary “Trail Mix: Finding
Yourself on the Appalachian Trail”

lenn Sweitzer was known to make frequent trips to his cabin in NC for

uninterrupted working time and to recharge his creative batteries. Curious
about the “backpackers” he saw on the way, he found
out that NC has a trailhead in the Roan Mountains to
the Appalachian Trail which heads North for 2,190
miles. Glenn kept thinking about a movie he'd seen and
couldn’t forget: Wild, the true story of Cheryl Strayed, a
troubled woman with no backpacking or camping
experience, who hiked over 2,000 miles on the Pacific
Coast Trail, alone, and emerged transformed. What was
initially curiosity became a “calling” to go into the woods and interview some
of the hikers and discover the source of their healing and transformation.
Glenn’s journey began in May of 2018, when he packed a large camera bag
and headed up the mountain. At this time he did not own a backpack, had
never boiled water to eat dehydrated food, and was in considerable pain from
the full hip replacement he had recently undergone. After the first three miles,
he was about to pass out and had not even crossed paths with a hiker yet, so
he filmed himself talking to the camera. Eventually, he would cross paths with
a young couple who'd been on the trail for three months, who not only were
happy to share their story, but stayed in contact for the next four months with
updates on their journey. Devouring every book and YouTube video about
thru-hikers he could get his hands on, Glenn discovered that the majority of
them focused on adventure or gear. He wanted stories from hikers who were
on the trail for a reason — what drove them to embark on an insane six-
month-journey through the wilderness? He realized to get these stories, he'd
need to hike with the people and experience the isolation, the trail and the
wilderness as one of them. So he bought a backpack, tent, sleeping bag and
survival essentials and embarked on his journey. Even though following thru-
hikers on the Appalachian Trail has been one of the most difficult things Glenn
has ever done, it has been one of the most inspiring journeys of his life. It has
become his mission to share these incredible stories and illustrate the
transformative power of nature and the wilderness, which provides clarity,
wellness and allows us to reconnect with ourselves.

Watch the film for FREE with the filmmaker, Glenn Sweitzer, on June 20th.
12pm at The Village Green and 4pm at the PAC. More details on the website!
www.HighlandsCashiersFilmFestival.com
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MOUNTAIN LAKES
MEDICAL CENTER
162 Legacy Point Clayton, GA 30525

Ear, Nose and Throat (ENT)

Audiology Care

\ /7
1".[1"[ :

Dr. Keith Jackson, MD,
ENT Emory University
and Medical College of
Georgia

Contact: (706) 782-0478

CONNECT

PO o ®

www.mountainlakesmedicalcenter.com / www.mlmcphysiciansgroup.com

Dr. Erica McVey,
Audiologist University
of Texas

RYAN HENDERSON
828-482-7062

Custom * Decks * Bathroom
Remodel * Paint
Tiling * Carpentry
BeSpoke Shutters
Interior & Exterior Needs

WHOLE LIFE
MARKET .

Natural Products Store

Hours: 9am-5pm
Mon-Sat
828-526-5999
Wholelifehighlands@icloud.com
LOCATED AT 680 N UTH ST, HIGHLANDS

M

Organic smoothie/juice
bar located
inside Whole

Life Market
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..MOTORING continued from page 1 — % E— Y

emphasis has been placed on recruiting than the cat itself, are the stoties of the
the highest quality and most interesting  owners and their history with the car.

cars and owners resulting in significant Since 2026 is the 250th anniversary of
national attention. America’s independence, organizers decid- 0 a r
For 2026 the festival returns with ed that a reenactment of America verses ,

its seven events spanning four days. England would be an appropriate theme.

It all starts with the “One Lap of the The battlefield will be the show field and Club of Highlands '
Mountains” driving tours on the roads the contestants will be Cotvettes verses Chartered 1945
of WNC in carefully curated routes to Jaguats. More than 50 other classics will
explore the area’s natural beauty and also be on display. Rﬂta.l'}" Cll.lb REpﬂl’t frﬂ]‘l’l Josh Bl"}"Sﬂl’l,
wonderful mountain roads creating a This event is free to the public, but President, Rotary Club of High]a_nd_-g
unique driving experience. Both of this donations will be accepted at the gates r"‘*u ag Few moments bring me more pride than
year’s driving events sold out in January, which open at 9:30 am. At noon all the ) announcing the Rotary Club of Highlands
but there is another option for everyone. cars on the show field will patticipate in =ww¢—  scholarship recipients each year Since the
Ten years of driving touts from past fes-  the annual “Drivers- Start Your Engines” BN Program began, ‘we have awarded over $300,000
ivals have b kaoed into softbound ise. Wi £ the judeed cl s in scholarships to help local students pursue
tva's have been package “noso 7(’)un CXereise. Winnets o ¢ judged classes are \.;!-"/ their educational dreams. We believe that
tour books. Look for the “One Lap” and  announced at 1 pm and the show ends at supporting the voung people of our community
“Second Lap” books on sale year-round  3:30 pm. is an investment that shapes a brighter
at Highlands Hiker on Main Street in On Saturday night the excitement con- ——_ MM Our 2026 recipients are: Claire
Highlands tinues with the “Dinner Party” at Wildcat P b dni R S B PRy Sl S e o e
. . . . “onner, Javlin Raby, Claire Worley (U “hapel Hill), :

The 2026 HMF Grand Marshal will ~ Cliffs Country Club, with adult beverages, Coby Bloedow (NC State), and Isaiah ‘.-'ilm'd{:: (Morih, | Taice,
be Wayne Carini, who is well known for dinner, and a special presentation. Speaker Georgia Tech). _ . g
his long running TV series and podcast Wayne Carini will take the stage to share C”"#“““:‘“ ions to the '?:“f"'-‘; Hl 2026 11'"';" 2 '-tl‘c'}- I:”'f_"”:} JOSH BRYSON,
“Chasing Classic Cars.” Wayne grew up his expetiences with the vintage and classic S PRIV SORSE SROEPIMODA. S EIS BlIC BN Sarwal s

. > . . . . to seeing all they accomplish in the vears ahead.
helping in his father’s restoration shop cars. This paid event starts at 5:30 pm and ]--. i : & .
= y

which sparked his lifelong passion for old  all proceeds go to the festival’s three char-
cars. His restoration shop has produced ity beneficiaries: the Literacy and Learning
top tier classics which have success- Center, REACH of Macon County, and
fully competed in all the major concours  the Community Care Clinic of Highlands
events. and Cashiers.

On Thursday night, June 11, every- The final event of the festival is back
one will have the opportunity to meet in the park on Sunday morning June 15,
Carini at the Highlands Performing with a second, less formal, car show “High
Arts Center on Chestnut Street with the  Octane” where all interesting vehicles are
“Happy Hour with Wayne Carini” event.  invited from 8:30-11am. There is no judg-
After the meet and greet, there will be ing or entry fee, and cars are allowed to
a panel discussion with Wayne Carini, arrive and depart anytime.

o8 : &

Bill Warner, and Corky Coker, who will Volunteers are needed to help on Sat- : = o
discuss classics cars and current market urday, June 14th and can sign up to volun- (L to RB): Birdie Sherwood, Cayden Pierson, Coby Bloedow, Hunter Gonnor,
trends. teer with a “Contact Us” on the group’s Jaylin Raby, Claire Worley, Isalah Vilardo

On Friday afternoon, June 12, clas-  website.
sic cars will start gathering in Kelsey SCHEDULE OF EVENTS Rutar}.r Club of High]ands..
Hgtchinson Park on Pine Sqeet in prepa- Thursday June 11 o S ponso red Bil‘l%ﬂ Ni ]ght
ration for the much anticipated “Main * “Happy Hour with Wayne Carini” at for June 2026 will take place a1 the Highlands Community
Street Parade” which departs precisely at  the PAC 5pm-7pm Eulilding_a at 6:30pm on June 1 1th to hcm_:ﬁl. I_he- Gordon Cunllqr' for
6:05 pm for a round trip tour of Main Friday June 12 *_Chﬂn_ln:n at the ng]".-lamlar.-s Ll,'nn::d :"r'll._"lhl:hllh} C.I'l!.n'r'r.rF:?r {llt_i::llllil.ll'.lﬂ.]
Street Highlands much to the delight of ¢ Main Street Parade of Classic Cars i:::]::]r:i:lr:z!:_rl:}t‘; Rrotiay: Solb oF Thghlanda, please rait Aoy

hundreds of spectators who have learned  5:30pm to 6:30pm

to bring chairs and find the best spot for Saturday June 13 UPCOMING EVENTS

viewing rare and priceless classics. It is e “Classics in the Park” Invitational
f ; ; ; June 2: Joy Jorgenson will speak to the Club aboun the
free to spectators an.d.partlapants. All in- Judged Car Show in the Kelsey-Hutchin- Ehesin u|1l-.rm:’€- 2 2026 Highlands Cashiers Film
teresting cars are eligible but must be in ~ son Park 9:30am to 4pm Festival
the park by 5:15 pm. * “Dinner Party” at WCCC 5:30pm to 'o June 9:  Dr Kelli B. Brown, Chancellor, Western
- p g Carolina University will update club members
The cenierplege ‘?Vent 18 the”Satur— 9pm . . about all that’s happening at the University r
day, June 13 “Classics in the Park,” event Sunday, June 14 Coming up in | June 16: Officer Kelly Foster will discuss canine
i ; -
-- a judged showing of classic cars that * “High Octane” Social and Car Gath- June, th’f" Rotary training a1 our local law enforcement agencies
have been invited by the Selection Com-  ering in Kelsey-Hutchinson Park. 8:30am o ClubofHighlands | June 23: Marlee McCall Beres, Emily Coleman Wolle
. will Feature and Chris Jowell will address the club
mittee. EVCK'Y car on the show field has to 11am S e regarding designing communily recovery
undergone a rigorous vetting process to : Srigrania June 30 {'iubi'l;:rl:nhdl' Leslie Mnnm[ﬁx;ill;:iul] i
H : ; ; H . members on services provided by Pisgah Lega
curate a display which tells stories of a Further information can be found at: includiog: b e

bygone era. Sometimes, more interesting www.HighlandsMototingFestival.com

i —— — _—— B 1
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Introducing Massage
Therapist
Vickie Franco to Highlands

b

LMBT # 20596

Offering

* Traditional
Swedish Massage
* Deep Lymph Flushing Massage
Specializing in:
* Craniosacral Therapy
* Myofascial Release Therapy

322 Main St - Highlands
828-482-1112

Call now to book your service.

Blz@RG NEwSe

' _”LRTH CARDLIN, . -
] L . o EHp

From left: Josh Bryson, President Highlands tary Club; Joy]orgensen Artistic
Director, Highlands-Cashiers Film Festival; Charlotte Muir, Rotary Host.

Rotary meets HCFF artistic director

The Rotary Club of Highlands recently enjoyed an informative
presentation, hosted by club member Charlotte Muir, with Highlands-
Cashiers Film Festival Artistic Director Joy Jorgensen providing
a preview of the upcoming Festival. Joy, who has been coming to
the Highlands—Cashiers area since childhood and maintains a close
connection to the community, outlined her vision for the Festival.

As a community-focused festival model rooted in “place,” she
wants to emphasize in-person experiences that bring audiences
and filmmakers together with screenings, conversations, and time
shared—while thoughtfully building new traditions that feel welcoming,
intentional, and connected to the Highlands—Cashiers community.

The 2026 Film Festival kicks off with four summer screenings—
June through August at the Highlands Performing Arts Center and
Cashiers Village Green--and the main Film Fest September 17-20

Highlands Mercantlle on Main

|_ﬂ|\( 1 AT

T Yy A i

DRANITA
PM Cream

[

WESTMAN ATELIER

Books ¢ Chocolates ¢ Coffee  Guy Gifts * Home ¢ Skincare
322 Main Street, Highlands * 828-482-0818

B

Fine goods for your family and home.

Mountain HomeMinders has
earned accreditation for their
Home Watch services from the
National Home Watch Association
for the third year

The NHWA was formed in
2009 to establish and maintain
the highest industry standards
for Home Watch and absentee
homeowner services throughout
the United States and Canada
(www.nationalhomewatchassoci-
ation.org). Home Watch is a visu-
al inspection of a home or prop-
erty, looking for obvious issues,
which means that it is a service
that “keeps an eye on things” at
your vacation or primary home
while you are not in residence.
All principals of NHWA Ac-
credited Member companies ate
background-checked,  insured,
and bonded.

Owner Loretta Newton and
her husband, Larry, have a rich
history in home management.
Loretta and Larry are excited
to offer Home Watch services
once again with Mountain Ho-

meMinders, working together
as a couple to serve their com-
munity. Loretta’s love for the
mountains has always been a
guiding force in her life. Grow-
ing up in South Carolina, while
her friends headed to the beach,
Loretta preferred the mountains
of western North Carolina. Her
idea of heaven includes hik-
ing, canoeing, rafting, fishing,
or simply strolling under the
lush canopy of the Appalachian
Mountains.

Since 2020, Mountain Ho-
meMinders has served Franklin,
Highlands, Cashiers, Lake Glen-
ville, and Lake Nantahala.

You can reach them at
(828) 421-4744 or Mountain-
HomeMinders@gmail.com.

Learn more from their
website, https://mountainho-
meminders.com.

D|vme Landscapes opens in Village Square

The Highlands Chamber of Commerce was pleased to celebrate the grand
opening of Divine Landscapes by Michele Schwartz on Friday June 2. Mi-
chele’s gallery showcases her love for the mountains, waterfalls, and natural
beauty of the Carolinas through stunning photography and drone work. Di-
vine Landscapes is located at 456 Oak St, Highlands.



Shmmg Stars at The Literacy & Learnmg Center

Upper left, in just four months, Alejandro has completed numerous reading and
math lessons on the iReady platform. Upper right, Daniel has been recognized for his
rematkable growth, demonstrating increased focus, confidence, and commitment to
learning. Lower left, Danae was selected for her exemplary work ethic and positive
attitude. Lower right, Tricia Smith has been named Volunteer of the Year for her ex-
traordinary commitment.

Tickets

and deiculs
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Each Friday and/Saturday niglt from May through Septemb L the A
Highlands Chamber of Commerce/
_ Visit Highlands, NC hosts livesmusiedowntown.

i

concert!

All shows take place from 6 - 8:30 p.m.

Town Square | 343 Main Street

Showcasing traditional
mountain music and local talent

JUNE5
John Webb

JUNE 12
Young Mountain Magic

JUNE 19
Shortoff Mountain Boys

JUNE 26
Doug Ramsey

HicurLanp§

NORTH CAROLINA

THE HEIGHT OF HAPPINESS | ELEV. 4118

Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park
411-499 Pine Street

Featuring a variety of popular,
regional bands and musicians

JUNE6
The American Flyers

JUNE 13- 6:30 p.m.
U-Neek Flav'ur

JUNE 20
Groove Machine

JUNE 27 - NO CONCERT

Time change for -.-. }
Highlands Motoring Festival L'- ;.-
nﬂ_‘ 1
visithighlandsnc.com

- Page 17
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_SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING
What really
counts?

Sr. Pastor
Gary Hewins
M Community Bible Church

Tbe Camino de Santiago (Way of Saint James) is an
ancient network of thousands of miles of pilgrim-
age routes across Europe, all culminating at the Ca-
thedral of Santiago de Compostela in northwestern Spain.
Traditionally a spiritual journey to the reputed burial site
of the apostle Saint James, it has evolved into a globally
populat long-distance hike for travelers of all backgrounds.

My daughter made a pilgrimage of the last 500 miles
of the renowned trail after graduating from college, it was a
gamechanger for her. You may know of a friend or family
member that successfully stepped away from the hurried-
ness of this life only to immerse themselves in the simplic-
ity of walking, reflecting, praying, and making new friends
while crossing the border of France into Spain.

Just the other day, I became aware of a friend of a
friend that was walking the trail and having some difficulty
traversing a particularly difficult 3-day trek. This pilgrim
was hurting physically, and she was somewhat downcast.
She needed a lift. I was asked to make a short video to
send to her. Having never spoke to her before, I consid-
ered what 1, a stranger, would have to say to her in her
hour of need. I knew that she was counting the miles, the
hours and the steps she was walking each day. Her peak
daily “step count” exceeded 44,000. That’s tiring just think-
ing about it.

Some people like to count. Many of us by nature are
counters in life. Some count and recount their money. Oth-
ers, count their “followers,” or their “likes.” We count our
sales and our accomplishments. In this cultural moment
we like to count. We also like to rate things, 4-stars? 5-stars?
We are raters and counters. How many people go to your
church? How many children in your VBS program? How
many closings, commissions and sales did you have last
month? How many of these? How often does this hap-
pen? How often does that happen?

I made the short video as requested and sent it to
her after a grand total of maybe five to six minutes of
my day, but who is counting, right? I encouraged my new
hiker friend to let her pedometer count her steps while she
counted her blessings. I shared this with her because I have
learned that life is so much more manageable, enjoyable,
and gratifying, even during difficulties, when we count our
blessings.

I imagine the vigor in her step was a blessing as was
the breath in her lungs. The sound of birds, and people
laughing, certainly all blessings. The restful sleep the night
before. The entite expetience itself. Her feet at the end
of her legs. Her fingers at the end of her arms? The blis-

ters on her feet that seem to make the journey that much
* See SPIRITUALLY page 19

e PrLacEs 10 WORSHIP @

BLUEVALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor 706-782-3965
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.,Worship:| |
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7
5th Sunday Singing featuring Georgia Mountain Trio;
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
828-269-3546 « Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| |
CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev.Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298
Sundays: School at 9:30;Worship 10:30
GRACE CHAPEL ON HIGH HOLLY
9615 Dillard Rd Scaly Mountain, N C.

Pastor Steve Kerhoulas. http://www.Graceonhighholly.com
Sunday School 9:45;Worship | |; Prayer Service Wed 5:30p
Men’s and Women'’s Bible Study throughout the week
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH
The Revid Dr. Marc Robertson & Rev. Nick McGee
464 U.S. Hwy. 64E, Cashiers, NC
CAC@christanglicancashiers.org * 828-743-1701
Sunday:Adult Christian Ed, 9:15a; Holy Eucharist, 10:30a;
Fellowship | 1:45a;VWVed: Bible Study/Contemplative Prayer, 5p
CHRIST CHURCH OF THEVALLEY. CASHIERS
743-5470 » www.cashiers.church
Sun. 10:452;Wed Study5: | 5p supper and childcare.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| [a.m.

I'st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.
Wednesdays —Supper at 6 p.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com ¢ 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC ¢ Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins
Sun: Service 10:45am, Children’s 10:30am
Wed.:Youth 5:30-7pm;Women'’s Bible Study: Mon. 4:30pm, Tues.
10am; Men’s Bible Study:Wed. & Thurs. 7am @ Zookeeper
Bistro
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev.W. Bentley Manning, Rector * 526-2968
5th and Main streets * www.incarnationwnc.org
Sunday: Rite |, spoken, 8 am in Chapel, Rite Il with Choir 10:30
am in Sanctuary,Wed: Healing Eucharist 12 pm in Chapel,
Morning Prayer: Mon-Thurs 8:30 am in Chapel
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 « www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor * 220 Main Street, Highlands
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am;Women'’s 10:30 am
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Emily Wilmarth, pastor; Rev. Kelley Connelly Asso. Pastor
828-526-3175  fpchighlands.org
Sun.:Adult Ed.: 10a;Worship | la;Tues: Men’s Group 10a;
Wed: Bell Choir 4p. Chancel Choir:5:30p
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd)

Sunday School:10 am.Worship Service:| | am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com ¢ Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814
Services: Sundays |0am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner -Wed. 6pm
HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. » Glenville. NC ¢ 743-2729 + Nathan Johnson

Sunday: School 9:45a.Worship | 1a & 7p. Bible Study 6p
Wed. Kidsquest 6p.;VWorship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 ¢ 165 S.Sixth Street
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays:VWorship:| |
HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson ¢ 11339 Buck Creek Road

The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily
sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a. & 6p.VWednesday Worship is 6p
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376
In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
909a Bluegrass and | laTraditional
www.highlandsmethodist.org
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA
2152 Dillard Road ¢ 526-9741
Rev. Ken Langsdrof
Worship/Communion: 10:30 All are welcome.

Visit our website: Holy Family Lutheran Highlands NC
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miiles south of Highlands on N.C.28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| |. Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
Franklin » 828-634-1312 * mountainsynagoguewnc.com.
Services: st Fri.and 3rd Sat.and Rosh Hashanah & Yom
Kippur.

MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH
743-2583  Independent Bible Church
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church. 4224 Big Ridge
(4.5 miles from NC 107)

Weds:Youth Group 6 p.m.; Bible Study 6:30 p.m.;
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone — 526-2418
Sat.4pm May 23-Oct 24.;Sun. - | lam
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School —10 a.m.;Worship —I | am.& 7
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates * 526-3212
Sun.: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:10:45 a.m.;Worship: 6 p.m.
SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Richard Salmonson
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;VWorship:1 | a.m.
ST.JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Mass: Sun. 9a (English); Mon. 9:30a (Vatican Il in Latin); Tues.
7p (Spanish);Wed.,9:30a (English)

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: » 743-2359 * Rev. RobWood
Sunday Service (summer): 9am & | lam
Visit our website: www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com
Our Bazaar Barn supports outreach in the community.
Open Fri & Sat. | lam-3pm
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
85 Sierra Drive. Franklin * uufranklin.org
Sunday Worship - | | a.m.
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev.Sam Forrester/Cashiers * 828-743-2122
Sunday School:10 am.Worship Service:| | am




s Police & FIRE REPORTS ®

Highlands Police entries
from May 29. Only the names
of persons arrested, issued a
summons/citation, issued a
Class-3 misdemeanor or those
of public officials have been
used.

Accidents

June 3

Vehicle 2 was backing out in
the parking lot of Bountyland Quick
Stop at Ist and Main streets.

Vehicle | had turned into the
parking lot behind vehicle 2.Vehicle
2 failed to see Vehicle |. Both ve-

.SPIRITUALLY

continued from 18

motre memortable. The fragrance
of warm bread at a day’s end. A
meal with newly made friends.
The sun setting on Spain’s hoti-
zon, that’s got to be a blessing for
sure. I wonder, could she have
counted 44,000 blessings while
taking 44,000 steps?

Some blessings are invisible
to us. Consider, the accident that
never happened, the sickness
that never befell you, the harm
that never came your way, ot the
caring friend in a season of grief.

I heard a Ciceto quote not
long ago, “Gratitude is not only
the greatest of virtues, but the
patent of all others.” Be grateful
my friend for those in your life
and for those kept from your life.
Do all things without arguing or
complaining, (Phil. 2:14). Count
it pure joy when you face trials of
many kinds... (James 1:2).

I pray that you can say and
experience the following with au-
thenticity: I count my friendship
with Christ a blessing. He has
blessed me and oh how I want
to bless others. He is mine and
I am His. He is a “Blesser,” and
I am His child. He forgives me.
What a blessing, He loves me.
What a blessing. He restores me,
encourages me, leads me, teaches
me, holds me, provides for me,
and He sees me, hears me, un-
derstands me...What a bless-
ing, what a blessing. Life is less
about where I am headed and
morte about the journey. I am so
blessed. Today 1 will first count
my blessings

hicles came to rest in the parking lot.

* No citations were issued last
week. Twenty warning tickets were
issued.

June 5

* At 3 p.m,, officers responded
to a report of a man stalking and
communicating threats by repeatedly
contacting a woman at work.

The Highlands Fire & Res-
cue log from June 2.

June 2

* At 5:19 p.m, the dept. was
first-responders to a location on US
64 west (Franklin Road).

June 3

* At 11:25 am,, the dept. was
first-responders to a location on
Helens Barn Ave.

* At 12:47 p.m,, the dept. was
first-responders to a location on US
64 east (Cashiers Road).

* At 6:47 p.m.,, the dept. pro-
vided mutual aid to Cashiers FD on
a fire.

* At 9114 p.m, the dept.

searched for an individual on Buck
Creek Road.

June 4

* At 10:37 a.m,, the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a location
on Oak Street.

* At 6:04 p.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence on Moonlight Lane.

June 6

* At |:26 am., the dept. was
first-responders to a residence on
Cheney Lane.

* At 12:4] p.m,, the dept. was
first-responders to a location in
Highland Plaza.

June 7

* A little after midnight, the dept.

was first-responders to a location on
Spring Street.

* At 6:38 am.,, the dept. was
first-responders to a location on
Oak Lane.

* At 2:53 p.m, the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a location
on Skyline Lodge Road.

June 8

* At 7:48 am., the dept. re-
sponded to a motor vehicle accident
on US 64 west (Franklin Road).

* At 426 p.m. the dept. re-
sponded to a call of a possible mo-
tor vehicle accident on NC 28 south
(Walhalla Road).

» At 8:07 p.m., the dept. was
first-responders to a residence on
Heatherwood Lane.

June 9

* At 3:44 am., the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence on Upper Carriage Hill.
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Balayage ¢ Eyebrow Tints & Facial VWaxing
Premium Hair Extensions
Bridal Services

Hair Cuts,
f{}; Color & Styles
7 for
Men &
Women

* Beard
Sculpting
& Trims
_ * Luxury
9 Shaves
* Men’s Cuts

322 Main Street * Highlands, NC
828-482-1112
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HAPPY 250TH
BIRTHDAY AMERICA!

FIREWOOD COMPANY

Highlands ® Cashiers ¢ Atlanta
828.200.3050

bobhenritze@gmail.com ® www.firewoodcompany.net

AT THE HIGHLANDS RECREATION CENTER
AT THE SITE OF THE EXISTIHG PLATEROUND

BUILDIKG
MORE PLAY.

BUILDING
OUR FUTURE

& LET'S BREAK GROUND TOGETHER!
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HIGHLANDS
#1.9% CHURCH
mn

Come join us
each Sunday at 8:45 a.m.
~ * Small group environment
* Casual
* Breakfast included
* LIVE stream ANDY STANLEY
(NPCCQC)

For more information and location
Call Bee at 404-307-1415

* Free
Estimates
*Veteran

Owned

¢ Commercial
* Residential

¢ Interior
¢ Exterior !

o
%*auuu"""
Call: Cody Hervey * 828-200-6926

GENERAC

> 828-526-9325 «

Generators aren’t just a “thing” we do,
generators are all we do!

e Grading
* Excavating
e Driveways
* Build sites
* Hauling
e Septic Systems

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643
Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com

Kiln dried
FIREWOOD

Delivery or pickup

2460 Cashiers Road « Highlands 828-526-2395
highlandslawnandgarden.com

COUNSELING

CENTER

OF HIGHLANDS
Peggy Crosby Center » 348 South Fifth Street

828-482-7417

info@counselingcenter.org + counseling-center.org

We are nonprofit and provide counseling ona sliding scale fee so
everyone can receive the care they need regardless of ability to pay.

HOWARD
HANNA

1957 ALLEN TATE REAL ESTATE

#1 Family-Owned in the U.S.
Al Stoneham

Realtor-Broker

Luxury Home Specialist
Licensed in NC & GA

Cell: 828.332.9767
al.stoneham@howardhannatate.com

2 I

CHESINUT STORAGE

Storage Units Available
Secure 24-Hour Access
Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms

Call today to find out why we're
“Highlands Premier Facility”

828-482-1045

Buck Creek Rd - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Road near the hos-

Look for our sign!

LISATHOMPSON
DOG SITTING

« daily drop-in visits

« overnight & extended
stays

«» dog walking
828.424.4637

south dranite

DESIGN LLC

(Granite]lCounteniTops PECAMS

Kicehenlana|Baeh Phonestt4.244.0604
(Custom) Bouh S gl com
NaturallStones) e
94-5 |IUS-64 Cashiers NC 28717

3568B MAIN STREET

ESTATE JEWELERS OF
HIGHLANDS

JEL"':%"E'::--.; 3 "'":'_\-h
lppomtment Only! »_.&5;5; —
Call: 828-526-1960 =
Text: 770-855-0825 e

Emall ejofhlghlands@gmall com _ ﬂ,

CULLOWHEE

BASKETBAIL CcCAMP

Presented by the WCU Coaching Staff

KIDS cAMP

SESSION 1: 6/15-6/18
SESSION 2: 7/27-7/30

FATHER CHILD cAmpP
Session: 6/20

Partnered with:

i gy

F %

FORADDITIONAL INFO

EMAIL: SIMMONS@EMAIL.WCU.EDU
OR USE THE QR CODE
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e CLASSIFIEDS ®

FOR SALE

BECAUSE THE VARIANCE WAS DE-
NIED, | am selling a quantity of high-quality prime
Douglas Fir lumber. Please let me know if you would
like to make an offer. Peggy Phillips 727-422-9300.
(st.6/11)

MIRROR LAKE COTTAGE, 2/2, fully reno-
vated. $525k. Text only 828.421.2042.
I JPH o

HELP WANTED
CAREGIVERS NEEDED FOR PT DAY AND

SERVICE & REPAIR

o ¢
e e
E5Tie . FOR®

828-787-2360
2851 Cashiers Road, Highlands
We're proud to be a family-owned company with 43 years in the
business, and even prouder to now serve the Highlands commmunity.
~ Bob Saladna, Owner

Henelsiwhat:
Highleancls Autemetive
is all about!

* Same-day service for most maintenance
and routine repairs.
* Top-tier diagnostic & programming tools
— just like the dealer.
* New tire, alignment & balancing
equipment for precision and speed.
* Same experienced technicians.

We service ALL domestic and foreign vehicles.

Also serving customers in: —
Atlanta, GA | Dallas, TX | Houston, TX  (Rif}

Come see the difference. AT R

Elevated Home Maintenance & Repairs, LLC
A Step Above the Rest
Carpentry * Tile Work ¢ Drywall « Remodels
Painting ¢ Flooring * General Labor * Realtor Punchlists

(828) 371-9071

ElevatedHomeMaintenance.com

HIGHLANDS

"DRIVING SERVICE-—- -
(loglllsgzs o Frobloms ™~ =

CALL DR TEXT TO BOOK ¥

RIDETO §28-342-3608

NIGHT SHIFTS. - Competitive wages. Background
check required. text 828-200-9000 for details or apply
online www.MyChoiceHome.Care (7/2)

FOR RENT

HIGHLANDS MOUNTAIN CLUB. 2bd/2ba
furnished. Full Kitchen w/d central air. Large deck lake
view. Clubhouse w/ pool. Available soon. 561-310-
5085. (July 2)

2BD/2BATH SINGLE WIDE $I,100 per
month internet included. First and last security. Mark
828-200-0765. (st. 5/29)

FOR SALE

| BEDROOMAND | BATH PARK MODEL
with attached sunroom in the High Cotton Commu-
nity at Buckcreek Rd and Shortoff Rd in Highlands.
$199,000. If interested, email blueridgel43@yahoo.
com for more information. (st. 5/21).

SERVICES

CREATURE COMEORTS - In-House Pet or
People sitting. Call Peg Ellis. Retired RN. References
available. 828-200-1028. (st. | 1/20)

CAREGIVER/PET SITTER —Veteran, 20 years
experience. References in Palm Beach area and High-
lands. Call 56 1-685-0700. (6/4)

PLATEAU PAINTERS - Interior and exterior
painting, pressure washing, decks, and sanding and
staining woad floors. Division of Chatlos Construction.
Fully insured. Free estimates. Call Mike at 828-200-
4071. (6/25)

HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS HANDYMAN -
Chatlos Construction — Remodels,Additions, Framing,
Siding, Roofing, Decks, Painting. References. Insured.
828-200-4071. (6/25)

JUNK REMOVAL —We take anything. Call 828-
200-0492

CUSTOM WELDING — gates, railings, trailer
repairs, fencing, hand rails and more. | come to you!
Call Gavin at 828-200-4219 or email smallgavin26@
gmail.com

MURPHY’S PAINT CO, - interior/exte-
rior painting/sheetrock repair/wallpaper removal/log
homes/ decks. Insured. Free estimates. 828-332-0525
or 828- 421-8600. (5/21)

NEED FURNITURE MOVED OR ANY-

THING HAULED AWAY? Call or text James of

Going Gone at 828-421-2655. (7/30)

Biz Card Ads

$23 BW - $28 color
Classifieds

$10 first 10 words - 30 cents each
additional word
color highlight - $2
graphic - $5
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NOTE:

* Highlands Pharmacy is
closed on Saturdays until May.
Hours are Mon.-Fri. 9a to 5:30p.

POOL SCHEDULE

* Lap Swim: Mon.-Fri. 6am-
9:45am, and Saturday |0am-
IIpm - 6 lanes. Water Aero-
bics: 18 y+ Mon.-Fri. 10-1lam
with Karen Chambers. Adult
Swim: 18y+ Mon.-Thurs. | lam-
3:30pm, Friday [Ilam-1:30pm.
Public Swim: Mon. thru Thurs..
I la-7pm, Saturday |lam-6pm
and Sunday |-6pm

PICKLE BALL

» At the Recreation Dept.
there are three indoor Pickle
Ball courts and six outdoor
courts.Pickle Ball can be played
every Mon,Tues,Wed, Thurs.and
Friday 10am-pm outdoors for
the summer

MOUNTAIN FIND-
INGS
e Open: 10 am - | pm.

Thurs-Sat.. Spruce Street. www.
mountainfindings.org

FIBBER MAGEES

* Fibber Magee’s Thrift
Store on Laurel Street Hours.
Wed. & Fri. - 10a too 4p. Sat. -
10a to 2p.

FARMERS MARKET

* The “market” is open ev-
ery Saturday 8a to 12:30p in KH
Founders Park on Pine Street.

ALLWEEK

* Scaly Mountain/Highlands/
Cashiers Alcoholics Anonymous
“Open Meetings” for anyone
who thinks they may have a
drinking problem or for anyone
interested in the A A. recovery
program. Open meetings are
held in Scaly Mountain at Grace
Chapel, 9915 Dillard Rd., Scaly
Mountain each Tues at 5:30 pm
and Highlands at the Ist Presby-
terian Church, 471 Main St., on
Mon. at 5:30 p.m. and on Wed.
& Fri. at 12 noon. Open in-per-
son meetings are also held in
Cashiers @ the Albert Carlton
Cashiers Community Library,
249 Frank Allen Rd. on Sunday
at 5pm, on Tuesday @ 7 pm, on
Friday at 5 pm and on Saturday
at 9 am. For more information
please visit our website www.
aawnc80.org or to speak with
a member of A.A. 24/7 call our
HELP Line 828 349-4357

SUN. THRU LABOR
DAY

* At the Church in the
Wildwood, traditional Hymn-
Sing 7-8 p.m. Non-denominal. All
are welcome. |0 minutes from
downtown Highlands in Horse
Cove. A family-friendly summer
tradition for more than 30 years.
Call or text 919-523-7067 for
directions or questons.

Mon.& Thurs.

* At First Presbyterian
Church, ArtSpace is open from
9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.The next ex-
hibit will start in mid-August.
For information contact fpchkel-
ley@gmail.com

Mon-Wed-Fri

* Aerobics with Tina Rogers
8-9am at the Rec Park.

¢ Balance, Stretch &
Strengthen Class at the Rec
Park 8:30-9:30am. The cost for
the class is $30 a month and is
led by Vivian Brewer. Call the
Recreation Department at 828-
526-3556 for more information.

Mon., Tues., Thurs.

* The Food Pantry behind
the Methodist Church on Spring
Street is open from 10a-6p.

2nd Mondays

* The local chapter of PEQ,
an off-campus sorority found-
ed in the 1800s that provides
grants and loans to women with
financial need who want to re-
turn to school or further their
education meets at |0 a.m. For
more info call president Paula
McDonald at 706-372-3004

2nd Tuesdays

* Highlands Writers Group
meets on alternate Tuesday af-
ternoons at 3pm. Writers still
uncomfortable with in-person
gatherings may participate via
Zoom meetings For more info
contact Bud Katz at either 828-
526-3190 or at budandlynn@
me.com

Tuesdays

» Strength Training at the
Rec Park 8:15-9:15 am.

* At Wayfarers Chapel,
Workshop for Writers — from
5-6:30 PM

* ESL classes atThe Literacy
& Learning Center; 6-7 p.m. 675
S 4th St.

Tuesdays & Thurs.

* Exercise Class with Mi-

* HicHI ANDS AREA EVE

SQ

chelle Lane at the Rec Park at
5:30. A combo class with differ-
ent types of exercise. 828-526-
3556

Wednesdays

* The Literacy & Learning
Center offers a FREE weekly
Citizenship Class led by Faviola
Olvera from 5:30 to 7 pm at
675 S 4th St in Highlands, this
program is designed to help stu-
dents navigate the complexities
of the U.S. naturalization exam.

* Digital Navigators will be
at the Hudson Library from |-3
PM, digital navigators will host a
Tech Time drop-in time at Hud-
son Library with the goal to as-
sist attendees with basic smart-
phone, laptop, iPad and tablet
skills. For more information, call
the Library at 828-526-3031.
This program is free and open
to the public.

Thursdays

* Kickboxing 8:15-9:15a. at
the Rec Park. No martial arts
background necessary Contact
the Rec Deptat 828-526-3556
for more info.

* At First Presbyterian
Church a free concert “Music
for Prayer” at noon. These ca-
sual concerts are almost entirely
improvised and last 30-45 min-
utes.

3rd Saturdays

* The American Legion Post
370 meets at the First Method-
ist Church at 315 Main St. in
their community room/909 cha-
pel. Breakfast ia at 9a; meeting is
at 10a. Email ncpost370@gmail.
com or just join us at 9am.

Through July 25

e At The Bascom, “Con-
necting to Place: Blue Ridge
Craft Trails Invitational 2026”
in the Thompson Gallery. The
exhibition brings together 20
craft artists from communities
across WNC, including Franklin,
Waynesville, Dillsboro, Bryson
City, Cullowhee, Canton, Cher-
okee, Maggie Valley, and Brass-
town.Admission is free.

Thurs.-Sat., June 11-13

* Highlands Motoring Fes-
tival.

Thurs., June 11

» At CLE, Read My Lips:
What We Can All Learn From
Failed Political Speeches Pre-

senter: Dr. R. Jarrod Atchison,
10AM-12PM, $35 Members/$50
Nonmembers

Fri. & Sat., June 12-13

¢ At The Bascom: Meet the
Artist trunk show with automo-
tive photographer Christian Pala-
zzolo on Friday and Saturday. The
event coincides with the 19th An-
nual Highlands Motoring Festival.
Porsche from Porsche Asheville
will be on display outside The
Bascom Shop during the trunk
show.

Fri., June 12

* At CLE, Concrete Jungles
and Changing Skies: How Cities
Affect Weather. Presenter: Dr. |
Marshall Shepherd, 10AM-12PM,
$35 Members/$50 Nonmembers

Sat., June 13

* At The Secret Garden
sandwich shop and market in Vil-
lage Square next to KH Founders
Park, live Music with Matt Moles-
worth from noon-3p..

Wed,, June 17

* At CLE, Roots and Rhythms
of Mountain Music Presenter:
Tracy Foor, 10AM-12PM, $35
Members/$50 Nonmembers

Fri., June 19

* At CLE, Nicaea Revisited:
Turkey Between Rome, Moscow,
and Washington Presenter: Eren
Tasar, 10AM-12PM, $35. Mem-
bers/$50 Nonmembers

* Breaking ground for the
new playground at the Rec Park
is a 2p. Kona Ice social included.

Sat., June 20

* Highlands-Cashiers Film
Festival Summer Screening. Trail
Mix, noon at the Village Green
in Cashiers and at 4p at PAC
in Highlands. FREE. It follows a
2,000 mile journey from Georgia
to Maine along the Appalachian

Trail.

Sat & Sun, June 27-28

*  Mountaintop  Rotary
Club’s Art and Craft show in
KH-Founders Park.

Sat., July 11

* Pop Up Pipers.

Tues., July 14

* Chef Dinners at OElIs The
Farm. Annual Champagne Din-
ner featuring Pol Roger. Tickets
start at $234. Includes dinner
drinks, shuttle and gratuity. Book
online.

Fri., July 17

« At PAC, Three American
Troubadours at 7:30 pm. boxof-
fice@highlandsperformingarts.
com. 828-526-9047.

Sat., June 20

* A FREE viewing of Tralil
Mix, a prelude to the HC Film
Festival. 12p at TheVillage Green
of Cashiers and 4p at Highlands
PAC.

Thurs., July 30

* A FREE viewing of The Re-
turn of Lake Toxaway as a pre-
lude to HC Film Festival. 5-7p,
viewing, reception, and Q&A at
TheVillage Green of Cashiers.

Sat.,Aug |
* Pop Up Pipers
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Native American Jewelry
Crystal & Gem Gallery
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STIE'S

Hardware

Highlands | Sotheby’s

114 N. 4th Street * Highlands, NC

CHRISTIE’S | HIGHLANDS

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE CASHIERS

Highlands Office | 210 N. 5th Street

Cell: 828-787-1895
pamela.nellis@yahoo.com

Local Expertise, Global Connections. FPROPERTIES
Licensed in NC and GA DHHEE B‘U‘Umh}'

office: 828.526.8300 * cell: 828.337.0706 BIE-482-2434
sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com ¢ highlandssir.com v LiveloveHighl onds comn

Sheryl Wilson




Not The

PAT ALLEN
828.200.9179

JULIE OSBORN
828.200.6165

More than

=
COURTESY OF THE LAUREL MAGAZINE

F PHOI
Faen

»

service in the luxury
housing market!

72t Allen

REALTY GROUP

Biggest...Just The Best!

www.patallenrealtygroup.com
828.526.8784 | 295 DILLARD RD, HIGHLANDS

STAY A

lifetime

For real estate, visit
LANDMARKRG.COM
orcall828-743-0510.

your mountain story begins here—
embracing both the life you lead

Esto @ 2004

LANDMARK

REALTY GROUP

and the getaway you crave

-1 BOCK
Do € unpers

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240

#1 Broker

IN THE CAROLINAS

$1 Billion +

TOTAL CAREER SALES VOLUME

#8 Agent Worldwide

AMONG 26,100+
SOTHEBY'S INTERNATIONAL REALTY AGENTS

FER REAL TRENDS, HCMLS AND COUNTY RECORDINGS

Jody Lovell

226.6303

828

Highlands S{}t]u]“H

BERKSHIRE
HATHAWAY

HOMESERVICES

MEADOWS MOUNTAIN
REALTY

If you want an
award-winningreal
estate experience,
choose an
award-winning
agent.

MITZI RAUERS

Broker / Luxury Collection
Specialist

(404) 218-9123
mitzi@bhhsmmr.com

*Based on 2023 sales data. Out of a global network
of 55,000+ BHHS agents

PAT GLEESON
Broker | Realtor® | 828.782.0472
PatrickGleeson4@Gmail.com

BEE GLEESON
Broker | Realtor” | 404.307.1415
BeeGlee4@Gmail.com

CHRISTIE’S

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE
— HIGHLANDS CASHIERS ——

YOURHIGHLANDS

HAVEN AWAITS

One conversation could change everything.

JESSICA HABERKERN
Broker | Realtor® | 254.718.7494
JessHaberkern@Gmail.com

HighlandsCashiersCIRE.com | 210 North Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741

...on the Verandah
@ Restaurant i
~/on Lake Sequoyah |

828-526-2338

43 Years of Fine Dining

NOW OPEN
Tuesday-Saturday

5:30-9p

www.ontheverandah.com

CASHMERE

Scotland’s Best Knitwear

Open 7 days a week

LY S

526-4407
242 S. 4th St.




