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The largest selection of 
Scottish cashmere in the U.S.A.

In Highlands ...on the hill
242 S. 4th St. • 828-526-4407

Open 7 days a week
www.mcculleys.com
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Town Board finalizes  
Mirror Lake dredging plan

An algae bloom on Mirror Lake at 162 Cullasaja Drive emphasizes the need 
to dredge.

By Kim Lewicki
The State Board of  Elec-

tions has received complaints 
from county boards of  elections 
and citizens about a recent mail-
ing from a group attempting to 
register voters in North Carolina.

The group, Ready to Regis-
ter Inc., sent mailings to an un-
known number of  citizens with 
an outdated voter registration 
application which includes four 
political parties that are no lon-
ger recognized in North Caro-
lina. 

As of  2026, North Caro-
lina recognizes the Democratic, 
Green, Libertarian, and Republi-
can parties. Voters can also reg-
ister as unaffiliated. Voters who 
register with a party that is no 
longer recognized will be regis-
tered as unaffiliated.

The State Board has also re-
ceived reports that mailings are 
being sent to deceased individu-
als and that the group may be us-
ing outdated voter data.

Additionally, the State Board 
has received several reports that 
QR codes on the mailings may 
cause information from other 
people to pre-populate on a 
form, which has raised privacy 
concerns among voters.

“Bulk voter registration 
mailings, when done carelessly, 
can do more harm than good,” 
said Sam Hayes, executive di-
rector of  the State Board of  
Elections. “They can confuse 
voters and greatly increase the 
workload of  county boards of  
elections. State Board staff  are 
available to advise anyone who 

Macon County Board of 
Elections and the state 
board explain mailing 
If you are already registered to vote in Macon 

County, officials say to disregard the letter

Photo by Sarah Caffery 

By Kim Lewicki
Representatives from Mc-

Gill Engineering returned to 
the July Town Board meeting to 
deliver good news. They clari-
fied the next steps for dredging 
Phases 2 and 3 of  Mirror Lake 

and how the $5 million allocated 
by the state for the project will 
be used.

The dredging of  Phase 1 
– the area immediately up- and 
downstream of  the Mirror Lake 

• See DATA page 6

• See FRL page 4

By Kristin Fox
The July 14th four-hour 

meeting of  the Macon County 
Board of  Commissioners con-
cluded with a closed session fol-
lowed by an announcement by 
County Attorney Eric Ridenour 
concerning the Fontana Region-
al Library (FRL) Board and the 
distribution of  surplus funds.

Ridenhour announced 
that commissioners formally 
requested that the FRL Board 
immediately resolve the lawsuit 
filed by Swain County stating 
that “defending a lawsuit that is 
of  no benefit to the taxpayers 
of  Macon County is counter-
productive and that this matter 
should be resolved immediate-
ly.” 

Swain County filed a lawsuit 

Commission 
discusses  

financials of 
exiting FRL 

By Kristin Fox
Macon County is taking 

a proactive stance against data 
centers being developed by 

working with the Macon Coun-
ty Planning Board to amend its 
High-Impact Land Use Ordi-
nance. 

County Attorney Eric 
Ridenhour presented commis-
sioners with proposed changes 

County tightens ordinance to deter data centers
Highlands joins Franklin to enact a moratorium - encourages county to do the same 
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I had the opportunity to 
meet with the Highlands 
Chamber of  Commerce 

Board of  Directors last week. 
Although I have had differing 
views on TDA funds, we had a 
good discussion about tourism, 
development, and the challeng-
es facing the town.

The chamber recently pub-
lished a document titled “The 
Road We Build Together.” It 
was basically a report about the 
financial status of  the Chamber and Visit 
Highlands. I like the tone and concept of  
its title. We may all have differing views 
about community issues, but we all want 
the best outcomes for Highlands. That 
overarching commitment is a foundation 
that we can all build upon.

I opened my remarks saying I had 
cautious concerns about external events 
that may affect the economic well-being 
of  Highlands in the immediate term, but 
nevertheless, I remain optimistic about 

our long-term future.
My immediate concerns 

do center around what is hap-
pening at the national and in-
ternational level. These events, 
high energy costs, and infla-
tion could result in a decline in 
tourism here in Highlands and 
throughout Western Carolina 
during this current summer and 
fall season. Time will tell, but 
after talking with several busi-
ness leaders, they believe July 

has been a strong month for tourism. I 
recently read an article that said there are 
now different levels of  tourism. That no-
tion is not new to Highlands. Day trippers 
who may be deterred by high gas prices 
are not the foundation for our tourist 
economy. We are a high-end tourist venue 
that may be, to some extent, immune to 
economic ups and downs. Or at least I 
know our merchants hope so.

I also made the point that the Town 
of  Highlands does not have the revenue 
stream and reserves it once had to meet 
some tourist-related needs, such as addi-
tional sidewalks and infrastructure. The 
Town Board is having to carefully priori-
tize capital expenditures. One question in 
the future will be how much property tax 
taxpayers should shoulder in tourist-relat-
ed expenses versus tourist-development 
taxes?

In my discussion with the chamber 
board, I identified several areas where I 
think we could partner and work togeth-
er. One area is to create more overflow 
parking venues in the town for special 
events. There are several properties that 
might become available for such purpos-
es. These venues would allow attendees to 
park and be shuttled to the special events 
without taking up valuable parking spaces 
in the B1 area.

I also updated the status of  the pro-
posed NC 106 sidewalk that would pro-
vide a safe walking space for downtown 
residents and workers. The town at-
tempted to garner grants for the project 
to no avail. NCDOT now has the side-
walks project on its STIP schedule for a 

funding cost of  2.5 million dollars. To put 
that into perspective, $2.5 million is well 
over half  the town’s annual property tax 
revenue. Given the list of  town needs, the 
construction of  the sidewalk would not be 
at the top of  the list. If  NCDOT funds 
the sidewalk in the coming years, High-
lands will be expected to contribute 20%, 
or about $500,000.

Other topics covered at the session 
centered around immediate and long-term 
needs. An immediate need is for a WI-FI 
network for the entire downtown area. 
Also, the Town Board will be reviewing 

zoning issues related to business zones in 
the coming months.

Long-term needs that will impact 
the economic and social vitality of  High-
lands are daunting. How do we address 
the needs of  young families who are the 
core of  our workforce in providing more 
childcare options and attainable housing? 
These issues, as well as other issues, re-
quire us all to build roads and pathways 
to solutions. It will not be easy and will 
take time. External factors beyond local 
control, as is the case now, may impact 
future solutions to these challenges.

Town and Chamber talk about Highlands needs’ present and future

Do you have a heartfelt, funny, interesting, or beautiful photo you would 
like to share in our “SnapShot” section? 

Email it to highlandseditor@aol.com or text it to 828-200-1371, with 
a brief  description and a name. No anonymous photos will be accepted.
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Not The Biggest... Just The Best!
www.patallenrealtygroup.com  |  828.526.8784  |  295 DILLARD RD, HIGHLANDS

Voted America’s Best by RealTrends Since 2021
PAT ALLEN JULIE OSBORN

MLS# 1003466  |  $3,400,000  |  Luxury living in Wildcat 
Cliffs Country Club on a private double lot with soaring 
ceilings, two fireplaces, large covered deck, primary 
suite with office, XL closet, and separate living area. 
Ideal for extended family.  PAT ALLEN  |  (828) 200-9179

MLS# 1002714  |  $3,100,000  |  4BR/4.5BA 
contemporary sophistication in 1875, Highlands’ 
newest exclusive gated community, with quality 
construction and garage  apartment for privacy. 
JULIE OSBORN  |  (828) 200-6165

MLS# 1003549  |  $750,000  |  2BR/2.5BA beautifully 
remodeled and furnished retreat just minutes from 
Cashiers, offering privacy, comfort, and refined 
mountain living.
GREG HARRISON  |  (828) 200-9307

MLS# 1003651  |  $1,550,000  |  One level 3BR/3BA, open 
floor plan, fireplace and cathedral ceilings, large primary 
suite with library and fireplace, elegant baths, bar, garage, 
and master gardener grounds, streamside, and spacious 
covered deck.  NICOLE RUSSELL  |  (828) 200-4660

MLS# 1002744  |  $2,999,999  |  4BR/3.5BA modern 
residence with stone accents, dramatic ceilings, fabulous 
kitchen with scullery, elegant baths, and the latest bells 
and whistles. Highlands’ newest gated community. JULIE 
OSBORN  |  (828) 200-6165

MLS# 1003473  |  $1,500,000  |  4BR/3.5BA renovated 
home with sweeping mountain views, spacious decks for 
fabulous sunsets, lower-level TV room, large primary 
suite with luxury bath, and abundant natural light. PAT 
ALLEN  |  (828) 200-9179

MLS# 1003599  |  $1,775,000  |  Experience nature in this sought-
after community from the large covered front porch with 
fireplace, open floor plan with stone fireplace, custom chef’s 
kitchen, gleaming heart-pine floors, primary suite with office, 
vacation rentals allowed.  JULIE OSBORN  |  (828) 200-6165

MLS# 1002768  |  $1,575,000  |  4BR/4.5BA, renovated 
and furnished, open floor plan, mountain elegance. 
Car charger! Two great rooms, large bunkroom, two 
large fireplaces, and large decks. Mountain view. 
GREG HARRISON  |  (828) 200-9307

MLS# 1003651  |  $2,500,000  |  Downtown location, 
3BR/3.5BA, remodeled with elegance, open floor plan, 
high ceilings, beautifully furnished, two fireplaces, two 
great rooms, water feature, windows, and natural light. 
PAT ALLEN  |  (828) 200-9179

Creekside Three Fireplaces

Refined Mountain Retreat

Walk to Whiteside Mountain

Gated Community

Dramatic Mountain Views

Deeded Water Access

Steal of a Deal!

Whiteside Mountain View

VIRTUALLY STAGED VIRTUALLY STAGED
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HIGHLANDS EXPERTISE ELEVATED EXPERIENCE 
■ Highlands resident 

for 1Syears 

■ Representing buyers and 
sellers across the Plateau 

■ Seamless service from 
Atlanta to the mountains 

■ Backed by 79+ years of 
Dorsey Alston trust 

LET'S TALK 
Brian Seifried,REALTOR® 
770.309.1143 

DORSEY ALSTON 
REALTORS� 

404.352.2010 

Bryson’s Food StoreBryson’s Food Store
Proudly Serving Highlands, North Carolina since 1977

The best meals start here!The best meals start here!

103 Highlands Plaza, Highlands, NC • (828) 526-3775

 Open daily 
7:30a to 7:30p

Wine Tasting every 
Thursday, 2-5p

against the (FRL) over its plan to distrib-
ute $1,350,311.38 in surplus funds to the 
three member counties – Macon, Jackson 
and Swain counties. The lawsuit was filed 
just ahead of  Jackson’s withdrawal from 
the system on July 1, 2026, and Macon’s 
proposed exit on July 1, 2027. 

The proposed distribution of  the 
surplus funds was Swain County receiving 
$86,213.25; Macon County, $525,401.97; 
and Jackson County, $738,696.16.

Swain County’s lawsuit against the 
FRL Board and the temporary restraining 
order (TRO) and preliminary injunction 
Swain County was given by the court sys-
tem freezes the distribution of  the surplus 
funds which will be preserved in FRL ac-
counts until the legal dispute is resolved.

Swain County’s complaint argues 
that the proposed distribution violates the 
2024 Interlocal Agreement which only al-
lows surplus funds to be distributed in 
two cases – when a county withdraws or 
when FRL formally dissolves. 

Prior to the closed session under 
old business commissioners continued 
discussion regarding the Macon County 
Public Library. 

At the June meeting of  the commis-
sioners, the board voted to pull out of  the 
Fontana Regional Library system giving 
the county’s one year notice and starting 
it’s one year demonstration period for the 
state of  North Carolina.

County Manager Warren Cabe start-

ed the withdrawal process by submitting 
a letter to the state library, FRL Board 
and the other counties of  Macon Coun-
ty’s intent to withdraw from the FRL. In 
addition, Cabe said he notified the state 
library of  the county’s intent to apply for 
the aid the state gives to help support the 
library system.

One of  the biggest concerns about 
Macon County leaving the FRL is what 
it will cost the county to keep the librar-
ies running – Franklin, Nantahala and the 
Hudson.

“I’ve worked on some preliminary 
figures and while there are still some 
unknowns and I can’t give you an exact 
number, tentatively I have figured it will 
take $1,350,000 to cover expenses,” said 
Cabe. “I have taken the operating bud-
get for the Macon County Library Sys-
tem and discussed with County Librarian 
Abby Hardison what other expenses may 
occur. We have also taken into consider-
ation the number of  employees that are 
currently in the Macon County Library 
system (Franklin Library, the Hudson Li-
brary or the Nantahala Library) and the 
cost of  putting them in our system. We 
already know that we’ll probably have to 
assume at least one IT position which 
services are currently funded on the FRL 
side.” 

He said he expects it will cost the 
county close to a million over what is al-



Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742 

AndreaGabbard@gmail.com
Recognized as one of the top 

100 Agents in NC 
*RealTrends’

You’re Invited!  Come take a tour!
354 Flat Mountain Estates Road, Highlands

Wed.
July 
29th 
11am

to 
1pm
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•Obituary• 

540 Chestnut Street, Highlands, NC 28741 
5 Bedrooms· 3.5 Baths· $3,895,000 
Enjoy the charm of moll1tain living paired with a vibrant cUturol lifesty1e, with 
wor1d­doss performances, fine dining, boutique shopping, and all that Highlands 00s 
to offer just a short stroll from your front doOf. Set on beautifully lordscaped 
grounds, this elegant home offers exceptional privacy, surrounded by motlJ'e 
evergeens that aeote the feeling of o secluded estate in the heart of town. A 
welconing sense of arrivci begins 'Nith the lush front gardens ood continues to the 
enchorting rear coll'tyord, where a waterfall and fountain provide a tranquil 
backdrop for outdoor living. The inviting screened porch, complete with a 
woOO-buming fireplace, serves as on additional living space overlooking the 
picturesque gadens. lhougltful1y maintained ood move-in ready, the home also 
features o two-cor carport with floored ottic storage, addtionci guest parking, a 
generator, central vacuum system, gos starters in cil four fireplaces, rustom closet 
shelving, and a fully enoopsulated crawlspace. Combining privacy, luxury, and 
convenience, this exceptional Highlands property offers the opportunity to enjoy the 
VefY best of mountain living in one of the area's most desirable in-town locations. 

PAM NELLIS 
Realtor@ 
M: 828.787.1895 0: 828. 482.5022 
Pom@HighlondsCoshiersCire.com 

IVESTER JACKSON 

BLACKSI'REAM 

AJli-lfOfl'l"ICltion?"ovidedis deemed relatiebut is not guaranteed 01dshoJd 
be i,depWldefltly verifiad. 

CHRISTIE'S 
INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE 

G!IB 

John Posey Woods, Jr
John Posey Woods, Jr, 84, of  Glen-

ville NC, passed away on Sunday July 12, 
2026, after an extremely short illness. He 
was the son of  the late Martha Connally 
Woods and late John Posey Woods, Sr. He 
was also proceeded in death by his daugh-
ter, Nancy Woods Stamp.

John is survived by his wife of  almost 
57 years, Elizabeth Anderson Woods of  
Glenville, his three children and his sister 
Grace Woods Walden of  Gainesville, GA 
and her three children. 

He was extremely proud of  his 
daughter Nancy, and three sons: John 
Posey Woods, III of  Brevard, Dewitt An-
derson Woods (Amy) of  Sapphire, and 
Benjamin Connally Woods (Ericka) of  
Glenville and his grandchildren; Patrick, 
Caroline, MacKenzie, Anne-Elizabeth, 
Anderson, and Hank. He is also survived 
by his beloved sister-in-law, Joan W. An-
derson of  Glenville, many cousins, and 
Pangie Yeager. 

	 John attended University of  

Tennessee-Chattanooga earning his B.S. 
in Classical Civilization and was a mem-
ber of  Kappa Sigma. He was a partner in 
an Anheuser-Busch Distributor in Flor-
ence, SC, before moving to the moun-
tains in 1996. He founded The Trash 
Company. 

	 A Celebration of  his life was 
held Saturday, July 18 at the Cashiers 
United Methodist Church at 2 pm. The 
family invites all to remember him by 
utilizing his philosophy of  life by doing 
something kind for someone each and 
every day, and to make yourself  indis-
pensable in all you do. 

	 Memorials may be made to the 
Glenville-Cashiers Rescue Squad, PO 
Box 919, Cashiers United Methodist 
Church, PO Box 162 both of  Cashiers, 
NC 28717 or in any other manner you 
may choose. 

Online condolences can be made at 
www.maconfuneralhome.com.
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ary 
Club of Highlands 

Chartered 1945 

Rotary Club Report from Josh Bryson, President, Rotary Club of Highlands 
�r.tJ.���•-�, 

I wanted to take a moment to express my sincere 
appreciation to all of our Rotary Club members who helped make 
the July 4th festivities such a tremendous success. It 

?, was a wonderful way to celebrate America at 250 with our 
�- co=unity, and your dedication truly made a difference. 

• We started the day with a rocket display that would make 
NASA jealous. 

• More than 3,000 people gathered at the ball field to join 
in the celebration. 
• Closing a section of Hickory Street and expand our event footprint worked 

incredibly well, creating a less congested and safer environment for everyone. 
• We served 1,500 hot dogs in less than an hour! 
• We served a record 1776 ducks for the Duck Derby and sold out by noon! 
• The Duck Derby was a huge hit, with a record 1,776 ducks sold-selling out 

by noon. The race drew a packed crowd creekside and ended in an exciting 
photo finish. 

I like to call July 4th "Rotary Day" for a reason. Highlands enjoys a truly unique 
Independence Day experience, and it simply wouldn't be possible without the 
the hard work and co=itment of the Rotary Club of Highlands 
and our incredible members. 

Thank you for all you do for our club and our co=unity. What 
a great day! 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

In service, 

J� 
JOSH BRYSON, 

PRESIDENT 

Coming up in 
July, the Rotary 

Club of Highlands 
will feature 

weekly luncheon 
programs 

including: 

July 21 Markie McCullough Being a Chef - Oak Steakhouse 
Host: Tracy Franklin 

July 28 Danielle Hernandez Big Brothers, Big Sisters 
Host: Billy Love 

at the July meeting which have been for-
warded to the Planning Board.

The Planning Board will consider the 
changes August 6 at 5 p.m. with a formal 
public hearing scheduled for the commis-
sioners’ meeting on August 11 at 6 p.m. 
The public is invited to attend the plan-
ning board meeting as well as the public 
hearing and commissioners’ meeting.

The idea is to close any potential 
loopholes that would allow data centers 
to locate in the county as well as tighten-
ing regulations regarding noise, electrical 
use and zoning concerns.  

To date, the county has not received 
any formal development proposals for 
data centers.

The purpose of  the High-Impact 
Land Use Ordinance is “to promote the 
health, safety and general welfare of  the 
citizens of  Macon County by diminishing 
the impacts of  certain land uses which, by 
their nature, produce noise, odors, vibra-
tions, fumes, light, smoke, dust and other 
impacts which interfere with the quiet en-
joyment of  adjacent lands and disturb the 
peace and dignity of  the county.” 

The provisions of  the ordinance ap-
ply to all unincorporated areas of  Macon 
County lying outside of  the corporate 
limits and the extraterritorial jurisdiction 

of  any municipality.
The ordinance’s provisions shall ap-

ply to the following high-impact uses of  
any land as further defined in §157.05(B) 
of  this ordinance: Cryptocurrency Min-
ing, Data Centers (change to ordinance) 
and Server-based Facilities. 

The ordinance was revised to add 
data centers to its definitions to read: of  
“Cryptocurrency Mining, Data Centers 
and Server-based Facilities- The opera-
tion of  specialized computer equipment 
for the operation of  crypto-mining, data 
centers, server-based facilities and simi-
lar activities that typically consume large 
amounts of  electricity and water or gener-
ate a constant ambient noise from com-
puter and cooling systems.”

Throughout the state many local gov-
ernments have passed similar legislation 
to halt data centers in response to com-
munity concerns regarding the excessive 
noise, water usage and high energy con-
sumption.

At its July meeting, the Town of  
Franklin approved a 12-month morato-
rium explicitly to address data centers and 
server farms. 

At its July meeting, Highlands joined 
Franklin and asked Town Attorney Nick 
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The Economic Impact of Travel on North Carolina Counties.This study was prepared for Visit North Carolina by Tourism Economics.

$11.31 million
state tax revenues generated by tourists

$17.93 million
local county tax revenues
generated by tourists

$1,567,558.15 
in sales tax to the Town of Highlands

1,731 
jobs directly supported by tourism 

$82.52 million
worker paychecks annually 

$759.55
tax savings per resident as a 
result of tourist spending

Visitor Spending in Macon County
(2024)

  This is -0.8% less than 2023

13

$73.89M 
Transporation

$52.03M
Recreation

$84.51M 
Lodging

$109.63M 
Food &

Beverage

$30.01M
RetailTOTAL: 

Visitor spending in Macon County provided:

TOURISM Matters

$347.44 million



•Highlands Dining•

Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p • Sun. 11a to 7p 
Closed Tuesdays

828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
at Highlander Mountain House 

Open for 
LUNCH

Wednesday-Saturday
11:30-3p

Open for
SUNDAY BRUNCH

with Blue Grass music
10a-3p

Open for 
DINNER

Wednesday-Saturday
5:30-9p

highlandermountainhouse.com
290 Main Street • Highlands • 828-526-2590

Now serving wine, 
beer & coffee! 

Open to the public!

Coffee Bar 8a to 4p daily
Wine/Beer Bar:
Thurs-Sat 5-10p

208 N. 5th St. • Village Square • Next to Pine St. Park

Sandwich shop and 
gourmet food market

Open Year-Round
Mon.-Fri.. 11:30a to 4p 

Sat., noon-4

The Secret Garden

Call (828) 305-7509 to place a pick-up order.
Catering and Custom Charcuterie

Courtyard and Indoor seating!Courtyard and Indoor seating!

Tuck into Tasty Mexican Favorites  
& the Best Margaritas in Highlands

Host your next party at Highlands Burrito  
for birthdays, game days & more!
CALL 828-526-9313 TO BOOK

DINE IN OR TAKE IT TO GO 
226 South 4th Street, Highlands, NC

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round
Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Lunch: 11a-3:30p 
Dinner: 

5:30p - closed

Open 7 Days 

828-482-1513 
462 Dillard Road, Highlands 

(across from Dusty’s)

Open 
Breakfast: 7-10a
Lunch: 11a-3p 

Dinner: 
Thurs., Frl., & Sat. 5-8p

Empanadas • Tequenos • Roasted Chicken 
Gyro • Salads • Pitas • Burgers • Philly Cheese 

Steak • Susan’s Rueben • Italian Sausage 
Appalachian Fries • Onion Rings

Shrimp Gumbo • Soups, and more!

531 Smallwood Ave. 828-526-9419 Highlands

Open for our 37th Season
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•Dining•

828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com
US 64w • Highlands

43 Years of Fine Dining
NOW
OPEN

7
Nights a week

5:30-9p 

Open Mon-Thurs. 8:30a to 5p & Fri-Sat 8:30a to 8p

415 4th Street • 828-500-1827
(next to the Blue Bike Cafe)
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Dear Editor,
I was astonished when I read that Macon Coun-

ty Commissioners have decided to eliminate all Flock 
Safety Automated License Plate Readers (in other words 
cameras) except those at schools.  Seriously?  One per-
son, Commissioner Chair Josh Young, seemed to hold 
sway with the entire commission in spite of  hearing of  
a multitude of  benefits over the years in having them. 
Everyone who is legal has a license tag in full view and 
who cares if  a camera takes a picture of  it?

Only those doing things illegally would object. At 
least that is what I would think.

Sheriff  Holbrooks spoke to the group from vast 

experience.  Knowing that we do not have a large police 
department and that these cameras are helpful to them 
why would we object?  I do not. 

Sheriff  Holbrooks said the cameras aid in recover-
ing stolen cars, breaking and entering capturing, arresting 
those guilty of  larceny and narcotic offenses.  A case of  
kidnapping was solved recently by use of  the cameras. 
In other words — the cameras are beneficial to all of  us 
ordinary citizens and should stay. 

I really worry about people actually not wanting 

these cases to be solved.  I would think that Commis-
sioner Young’s supporters would want this safety mea-
sure so that they would not be victims of  crimes.  Only 
the police have access to these cameras.  If  they help at 
schools there must be a reason.  The cameras help us 
stay safe and take away those who prey on the innocent. 

Surely, we can have those cameras back.  There is no 
good reason to remove even one of  them. 

Glenda Bell
Highlands

County should have said ‘yes’ to FLOCK cameras

Dear Editor,
History has already answered the question of  wheth-

er socialism and communism create prosperous, free so-
cieties. Time and again, they have failed.

The pattern is remarkably consistent. Governments 
promising equality and economic justice gradually cen-
tralize power, expand state control, and concentrate 
wealth and authority in the hands of  a small political elite. 

Rather than creating widespread prosperity, those in 
power increasingly control the nation’s resources while 
the productive capacity of  the country declines. Eventu-
ally, there is less wealth to distribute, living standards fall, 
and individual freedom suffers.

The 20th century provided numerous examples. The 
Soviet Union collapsed under the weight of  its centrally 
planned economy. North Korea remains one of  the poor-
est and most isolated nations in the world. Mao’s China 
experienced decades of  famine and economic stagnation 
before embracing significant market-oriented reforms 
that fueled its later growth. While China still operates 
under one-party communist rule, much of  its economic 
success has come from allowing private enterprise and 
market competition rather than relying solely on tradi-
tional central planning.

More recent examples are equally telling. Venezu-
ela was once among the wealthiest countries in Latin 
America, blessed with enormous natural resources and a 
growing middle class. After adopting increasingly social-
ist economic policies, the country suffered hyperinflation, 
food shortages, collapsing infrastructure, and the flight 
of  millions of  its citizens. Cuba, once one of  the Caribbe-
an’s strongest economies, has struggled for decades with 
chronic shortages, limited opportunity, and dependence 
on outside assistance.

These experiences should cause Americans to think 
carefully before embracing policies that move our coun-

try toward greater government control of  the economy. 
Ideas that sound compassionate in theory often produce 
very different results when implemented.

I know this lesson personally. As a child living in 
Poland during the late 1960s, I witnessed life under com-
munist rule. Poland was controlled by a Soviet-backed 
government imposed after World War II. The lack of  
economic opportunity, shortages, and restrictions on 
personal freedom were impossible to ignore. The Polish 
people deeply resented living under a system that denied 
them both political liberty and economic freedom.

Everything changed with the Solidarity movement 
led by Lech Wałęsa and the moral leadership of  Pope 
John Paul II. As communism fell, Poland embraced 
democracy, private enterprise, and market econom-
ics. Today, Poland has one of  Europe’s fastest-growing 
economies, attracts significant foreign investment, has a 
thriving manufacturing sector, and enjoys a standard of  
living unimaginable under communist rule. It stands as 
a powerful example of  what can happen when people 
are free to innovate, own property, and build businesses.

America’s strength has always rested on individual 
liberty, free enterprise, the rule of  law, and the oppor-
tunity for people to succeed through hard work and in-
novation. Those principles have produced the greatest 
engine of  prosperity the world has ever known.

We should certainly strive to help those in need, but 
history teaches that lasting prosperity is created not by 
concentrating power in government, but by preserving 
freedom, encouraging entrepreneurship, and allowing 
individuals — not bureaucracies — to determine their 
own futures.

History offers many lessons. We would be wise to 
learn from them rather than repeat them.

Edward H Metzger III
Highlands NC

Socialism and communism don’t create prosperous societies

Fellow veterans, silence is not an option
Dear Editor,

I’m a Life Member of  the American Legion and the 
VFW (Department of  NH), a former 1st Vice and Post 
Commander in those organizations, respectively.  I’ve 

also been a member of  the DAV, AmVets, TREA, and 
NCVA, for decades.

I’m retired enlisted (Navy), 20 years active, 10 years 



Page 10 - Highlands Newspaper - Thurs. July 23, 2026 - 828-200-1371

A luxury boutique brand, local 
market knowledge and : • 

impeccable service. 

Kinzey Parker Holm 
BROKER® -a 
RealEstateBroker.Kinzey@gmail.com 

HAND CLEANING • RESTORATION • APPRAISALS

Open for the last 41 years, Shiraz has been offering wholesale prices to the 
public on its entire inventory of genuinely hand-woven oriental rugs. 

Thousands of antique and contemporary pieces from around the world.

Main Street • Oak Square
Highlands, NC 28741

www.shirazruggalleries.com

OTHER SHOWROOMS:
TAMPA • NAPLES • SARASOTA

ORLANDO

We Purchase Antique RugsMon.-Sat: 9:30a-6p • Sun: noon-5p

(828) 526-5759

30% off Cleaning & Repairs

On Thursday, July 9 the Highlands 
Hurricanes traveled to Franklin to com-
pete with FAST (Franklin Amateur Swim 
Team) and CCAC (Cherokee County 
Aquatics Club).  The Hurricanes won 18 
of  the 53 events that they entered, and 
finished 2nd or 3rd in 29 others. The 
events had as many as 19 swimmers in 
each race.

Leading the way for the Hurricanes 
was Luca Maseko who won 4 races; and 
Ivan Shchelgachov, Helix Sharpe Sut-
ton, Zana Maseko, Bella Batista, and 
Charlie Zborowski who all finished 1st 
in 3 events. Nikita Denisoff, sister and 
brother Anna Nicole Shchelgachova and 

Ben Shchelgachov, Katherine Wise, Jayce 
Powell, Agatha Jestin, Melanie Zabrian, 
Vic Nadzorau and Blakely Sears each won 
2.  Emma Denisoff  and Justin Powell fin-
ished 1st in 1.

Also swimming well for the Hur-
ricanes were Ian Batista, Max Jestin, the 
Edwards clan (Azariah, Hananiah, Ne-
hemiah and Estelle), Val Nadzorau, Ezra 
Cannon, brother and sister Cooper and 
Margo Thriffily, Annabelle Searles, Senna 
Sherrill and Addyson Cannon.

The Hurricanes next meet will be the 
Mountain Swim League All Star Meet in 
Cullowhee today, Thursday, July 23.

Highlands Hurricanes hold their own

ready budgeted. 
“We anticipate state aid of  $115,000 

so we are in good shape financially, but we 
are still working on the process, so these 
figures aren’t exact,” he said. “However, 
I haven’t seen anything yet that’s causing 
great concern that we can’t do it financially 
next year.”

Commissioner Barry Breeden asked 
if  the library would potentially close. Cabe 
said no. He then asked if  anything would 
change. Again, Cabe said no, saying the 
county plans to keep the same number of  

both full-time and part-time employees.
“My number one goal is to take care 

of  those folks to provide the same ser-
vice that that they’re having now or bet-
ter,” said Cabe. “Our intent would be to 
do better if  we can.”

Commissioner John Shearl said he 
felt local control is much better than re-
gional control and local oversight for any 
agency in the county serves the people 
much better.

To that he received a smattering of  
applause from the gallery.

...FRL continued from page 4

There is currently one confirmed 
case of  cyclosporiasis in Macon Coun-
ty, aligning with a broader surge across 
Western North Carolina and a massive 
nationwide outbreak. Statewide, the N.C. 
Department of  Health and Human Ser-
vices (NCDHHS) has reported over 561 

confirmed cases since May.
The exact source of  the parasite in 

Macon County hasn’t been definitively 
traced to a single grower or restaurant, 
though multiple state and national cases 
have been tied to uncooked produce like 
lettuce, cilantro, and parsley.

One case of cyclosporiasis confirmed in MC
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VIEW FULL 2026 LINEUP & GET YOUR TICKETS TODAY

August 5

SHANE MEADE 
AND THE SOUND

with
erick baker trio

with
July 22

With Complimentary Light Bites and Cash Bar

sold out!
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Monica

Hair Cuts, 
Color & Styles 

for 
Men & 
Women

Balayage • Eyebrow Tints & Facial Waxing
Premium Hair Extensions

Bridal Services

322 Main Street • Highlands, NC
828-482-1112

Walk-ins 

Welcome!

• Beard 
Sculpting 
& Trims
• Luxury 
Shaves

• Men’s Cuts

...LETTERS continued from page 9
Fleet Reserve, subject to recall, 
serving under eight presidents 
(Eisenhower to George H.W. 
Bush), all Army or Naval offi-
cers, none of  whom would have 
considered, much less attempt-
ed, an insurrection to overturn 
an election to retain power.

I feel betrayed by the vet-
eran community which, by their 
collective silence, condones the 
caustic words and reckless, inhu-
mane, and (often) illegal actions 
of  the Commander-in-Chief.  I 
argue, we shouldn’t accept the 
immorality, corruption, criminal-
ity and cruelty of  this President 
or his Administration.

Alan Dowd (Director of  the 
Sagamore Institute Center for 
America’s Purpose), in the July 
2026 American Legion Maga-

zine, quoted President Trump: In 
the winter of  2021, there was a 
“heinous attack on the U.S. Capi-
tol” marked by “violence, lawless-
ness and mayhem” that “defiled 
the seat of  American democracy.”

Dowd failed to reveal what 
we all know to be true, it was 
President Trump himself  who 
(with clear intent and purpose) 
unleashed that armed mob of  
thousands on the Capitol, at-
tempting to prevent the peace-
ful transfer of  power.   This ill-
conceived plot to overturn the 
election resulted in the death or 
maiming of  numerous defenders 
of  our Capitol.

Instead of  centering the 
blame for J6 and the discord, divi-
sion, distrust, and chaos where it 
clearly belongs (on this President 

and his Administration), Dowd 
focuses our attention on “biased 
bloggers, TV pundits and social 
media posts.”  I’m appalled by 
the veteran community’s failure 
to discredit this fabrication for 
the fiction it obviously is.

Donald Trump devoted 
the entire Biden Administra-
tion claiming the 2020 election 
was “stolen” from him, that 
everything other than FOX 
was “fake news,” and referring 
to his myriad of  critics as: “de-
ranged, demented, whacko, low 
IQ, crazy,” even “treasonous.”

When he was unbelievably 
reelected in 2024, the first thing 
he did was pardon the J6 in-
surrectionists, many of  whom 
pleaded guilty to the various 
crimes they obviously commit-
ted.  

With frequent and brazen 
anti-democratic methods and 
procedures, Trump continues 
to erase checks and balances, 
wrecks law and order and deci-
mates leadership ranks within 
the military.  And yet, the vet-
eran community remains - deaf-
eningly silent.

Trump has strengthened 
our adversaries while gravely 
weakening (if  not destroying) 
our alliances with NATO and 
allies around the globe.  Con-
sider too, the far-reaching con-
sequences and destabilizing ef-
fects Trump’s policies have on 
the global economy.

No one describes this pres-
ident better than U.S Navy Ad-
miral (and Seal), William McRa-
ven.   “He has embarrassed us 
in the eyes of  our children, hu-
miliated us on the world stage, 
and divided us as a nation.”

The American Legion, the 
VFW (all veteran organizations) 
should join Air Force Major Ja-
son Watson on the Capitol steps 
and demand Trump’s impeach-
ment, his conviction for all the 
crimes he has committed, and 
his removal from office.

David L. Snell
Franklin, NC
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visithighlandsnc.com

Friday Night Live 
Town Square | 343 Main Street

Showcasing traditional mountain 
music and local talent

JULY 3
Spare Parts Bluegrass Band

JULY 10
Blackwell Tradition II

JULY 17
Foxfire Boys

JULY 24
Byrds & Crows

JULY 31
Nitrograss

Saturdays on Pine 
Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park

411-499 Pine Street
Featuring a variety of popular, 
regional bands and musicians 

JULY 4
Southside Station

JULY 11
Blaze the City

JULY 18
Moon Dance

JULY 25
Bourbon Sons

Each Friday and Saturday night from May through September, the 
Highlands Chamber of Commerce/

Visit Highlands, NC hosts live music downtown.

Join us for our July concerts!
All shows take place from 6 – 8:30 p.m.

Outdoor Concert Series
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...MAILINGS continued from page 1

2026-2027 Open House/Orientation Schedules 

Macon Early College- Summer Bridge (Incoming Students)- Monday, July 20-Thursday, July 
23, 2026, 9:00-12:30 pm; Parent Orientation Night- Tuesday, July 21, 2026, 6:00 pm; Open 

House-Monday, August 10, 2026, 3:00-6:00 pm 

Mountain View Intermediate- Tuesday, August 18, 2026, Drop In 3:30-6:30 pm 

Highlands School- Thursday, August 20, 2026, 3:30-5:30 pm 

Cartoogechaye Elementary- Thursday, August 20, 2026, 3:00 pm- New Student Orientation, 
3:00-6:00 pm- Open House Drop In 

East Franklin Elementary- Thursday, August 20, 2026- Open House Drop-In- 1st-4th grade- 2:00-
6:00, Kindergarten- 1:00 or 6:00 (not Drop-In-will need to attend 
either time), New Family Orientation- 3:00. 

Nantahala School- Thursday, August 20, 2026, 4:00-6:00 pm 

South Macon Elementary- Thursday, August 20, 2026, 4:00-6:00 pm 

Franklin High School- Wednesday, August 19, 2026, 9:00 am - 3:00 pm, Drop-In 

lotla Valley Elementary- Thursday, August 20, 2026, 3:00-6:00 pm 

Macon Middle School- Wednesday, August 19, 2026, 5:00-7:00 pm 

The Peak at FHS- Thursday, August 20, 2026, 5:30-7:30 pm 

wishes to send voter registration mailings 
so that we can minimize potential issues.”

The State Board has contacted Ready 
to Register with the hope of  reducing 
voter confusion and the impact on county 
boards with any future mailings.

Macon County Board of  Elections, 
Deputy Director/Campaign Finance 
Judy Fritts said Ready to Register.org is a 
3rd party group that has been sending out 
valid NC voter registration forms with an 
envelope to return to the Macon County 
Election office with a letter stating “you 
may not be registered.”

“It is unclear exactly where this orga-
nization is getting its information from, 
possibly outdated public voter informa-
tion,” said Fritts. “Many people have 
received this letter and are confused be-
cause they know they are registered.”

Fritts and the state board of  elections 
said If  you receive this letter and are sure 

you are registered you can throw it away 
or you can call the Macon County office 
to verify your status. The number is 828-
349-2034.

Firtts said if  you aren’t registered and 
would like to be, then complete the form 
and mail it in the envelope provided.

“If  you have any questions please feel 
free to reach out to us at the office 828-
349-2034,” she said.

To read the statement from the state 
board of  elections go to  https://www.nc-
sbe.gov/.../bulk-voter-registration

For information about registering to 
vote in North Carolina, go to the Register-
ing section at ncsbe.gov.

The regular voter registration dead-
line is October 9, 2026, for the November 
3, 2026, general election. If  you miss this 
deadline, you may register and vote at the 
same time at any early voting site in your 
county during the early voting period.
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JOIN US JULY 22ND - 25TH
JEWELRY TRUNK SHOW

Enter our raffle for a chance  
to win a 

Berry Gem Classic Hinged Bangle

223 N 4th Street Highlands, NC 28741
828-526-2083 ckswan.com

oin us for an exclusive, free local screening of Rise, Ruin, and Restoration: 
A History Of Lake Toxaway, a documentary film that brings to life one ofJ

Prelude to the HC Film Festival
Sept 17-20, 2026

A Labor of Love: One Filmmaker's Journey to 
Uncover and Preserve the Story of Lake Toxaway

western North Carolina’s most captivating stories. The film, directed by Emmy 
Award-winning filmmaker Dan Johnson, chronicles the creation of Lake 
Toxaway, the dramatic collapse of its dam in 1916, and the remarkable effort 
to resurrect the mountain lake decades later.
    Dan Johnson and John LeRoy Nichols III’s deep personal roots in the region 
inspired them to take the interviews Nichols had begun capturing a decade 
earlier and create a documentary to preserve the area’s rich history. The film 
includes the story of Nichol’s grandfather, Reginald Davies Heinitsh, whose 
vision and determination made the lake's rebirth possible. The documentary 
project was expanded to include the fascinating tale of local legend Lucy 
Armstrong Moltz, whose Toxaway mansion would eventually become the 
Greystone Inn. Johnson says the opportunity to tell the story about a place he 
has visited since his early childhood was captivating. “I was particularly 
inspired by the life and legacy of Lucy Armstrong Moltz. Her generous spirit 
and impact endure to this day,” Johnson maintained. “The love people have for 
Lake Toxaway is hard to describe,”
Nichols said, “They came down from
Pennsylvania for the timber, the gold
and the sapphires, but they stayed for
the mountains, the water and the
elevation. It was untapped country.
When they rebuilt the lake in 1960, 
the interesting thing to me is that the same kind of successful people came 
right back, just like before. A lot of the people here could live anywhere in the 
world, and they've chosen this spot all over again." 
   It's a piece of history that shaped Transylvania County and the broader 
Southern Highlands community in ways that have long gone untold. Whether 
your family has called this mountain community home for generations or 
you're simply passionate about the history and landscapes of the Highlands-
Cashiers area, this is a rare opportunity to hear a beloved regional story 
finally given the telling it deserves.

Watch the film for FREE + a Q&A with the filmmaker, Dan Johnson. 
July 30th, 5pm at The Village Green. More details on the website!

www.HighlandsCashiersFilmFestival.com/events

Sunday July 26 at 6pm
A viewing of “Bonhoeffer” at 

Highlands Central Baptist Church downstairs 
in the Shortoff Baptist Church Fellowship Hall

11339 Buck Creek Road.
The true story of Dietrich Bonhoeffer. As the world teeters 
on the brink of annihilation,  Bonhoeffer is swept into the 
epicenter of a deadly plot to assassinate Hitler.   With his 
faith and fate at stake,  Bonhoeffer must choose between 
upholding his moral convictions or risking it all to save 
millions of Jews from genocide. Will his shift from preaching 
peace to plotting murder alter the course of history or cost 
him everything?

Produced by 
Angel Studios 2025.

Tosco to draw up a moratorium.
Tosco said he has been drawing up 

moratoriums across Western NC.
He said tightening the high impact 

ordinance may not be enough because 
data center entities can move forward 
once water rights are obtained from the 
state and arrangements made with elec-
tric companies before notifying towns 
and counties of  their intent.

At last week’s meeting of  the Macon 
County Board of  Commissioners, a large 
crowd attended to voice their opposition 
to data centers being developed in Ma-
con County during the public comment 
period. Rob James, a lifelong resident of  

Macon County, spoke to commissioner 
asking that the board put a moratorium 
on data centers. 

“I have worked in the computer in-
dustry as a server tech for about 20 years, 
and the type of  data centers I am referring 
to are the ones in some of  our neighbor-
ing counties that span 70 acres, can draw 
hundreds of  megawatts of  power,” said 
James. “The kind of  centers that dwarf  
our local Walmart 10 times over, require 
gas turbine generators not as a backup 
but to operate day-to-day. The kind that 
drinks creeks and wells dry and replaces 
the water with murky chemical laden cool-
ing system discharge.”

...DATA continued from page 6
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Hours: 9am-5pm 
Mon-Sat 

828-526-5999
wholelifehighlands@icloud.com 
LOCATED AT 680 M 'ITII ST, IIIGlllAMDS NEcm Organic smoothie/juice

bar located 
inside Whole 

a �.&.ID Life Market 

HIGHLANDS HOSTESS 

� 

- HAPPIEST IN

C7&� 
YOUR LOCAL INSIDER 

LOCAL CELEBRATION PLANNING - 
CURATED WEEKENDS - CONCIERGE 

SERVICES • INSIDER VIP EXPERIENCES 

HA PPI ESTI NH JG H LAN OS.COM 

828.200.2659 

For advertising rates and 
information, email 

highlandseditor@aol.com 
or text or call 
828-200-1371.

Bronze sculpture • Paintings 
Vintage & Antique Collectables & 

Furniture • Costume Jewelry

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

RYAN HENDERSON
828-482-7062

Custom • Decks • Bathroom 
Remodel • Paint

Tiling • Carpentry
BeSpoke Shutters

Interior & Exterior Needs

WALK CASHIERS announces major expansion of the Cashiers Greenway Ramble
WALK CASHIERS, a collaborative 

initiative led by the Cashiers Area Cham-
ber of  Commerce, Jackson County, and 
Vision Cashiers, is proud to announce 
a significant expansion of  the Cashiers 

The project has also been made pos-
sible through the cooperation of  Jackson 
County and several private landowners, 
including Cashiers Lake, who have grant-
ed permission for the CGR to traverse 
their properties.

The expansion represents far more 
than additional trail mileage. It advances 
WALK CASHIERS’ goal of  creating 
a five-mile interconnected trail system 
while establishing a critical connection to 
the Cashiers Lake development. Future 
trail segments within Cashiers Lake will 
become part of  the CGR and ultimately 
connect to Summit Charter School.

Once completed, these combined 
trail segments will provide Summit Char-
ter School students with the opportunity 
to safely walk from campus to both the 
Albert Carlton-Cashiers Community Li-
brary and the Boys & Girls Club of  the 
Plateau.

WALK CASHIERS extends its sin-
cere appreciation to every contractor, 
landowner, public partner, donor, volun-
teer, and stakeholder whose generosity 
and collaboration continue to make the 
vision of  a walkable Cashiers a reality.

To learn more about the project or 
to support future phases of  the CGR, 
visit cashiersgreenwayramble.com.

Greenway Ramble (CGR), marking an-
other major milestone in the communi-
ty’s long-term vision of  creating a safer, 
healthier, and more walkable Cashiers.

Construction is underway to com-

plete several new trail segments, including 
connections from U.S. Highway 64 at the 
Cashiers Area Chamber of  Commerce to 
Frank Allen Road, from N.C. Highway 107 
to Frank Allen Road, and along Frank Al-
len Road. The expansion will also include 
a connector from the trail near the Albert 
Carlton-Cashiers Community Library to 
the new Cashiers Lake development.

In addition to extending the trail net-
work, the project will introduce bollards 
featuring downlighting and internet capa-
bilities, enhancing both safety and acces-
sibility for residents and visitors.

“We’re excited to see bollards going 
in. These will ‘light the way’ to the CGR 
trails and the many rich experiences and 
discoveries that we’ll all get to enjoy,” said 
Irv Welling, Chairman of  Vision Cashiers

Construction of  the expansion is 
truly a community effort. Ben Riddle of  
Cashiers Construction is overseeing rough 
pathway construction; Miguel Mireles of  
Mireles Landscaping Services is directing 
finish construction; Arielle McIntyre of  
Kintyre Design is leading landscape de-
sign and plantings; and Bobby Botev of  
Highland Mark is managing the lighting 
and internet infrastructure. Every contrac-
tor involved has generously agreed to per-
form their work at cost in support of  this 
community-benefiting initiative.
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...MIRROR LAKE continued from page 1

Contact: (706) 782-0478

162 Legacy Point Clayton, GA 30525

www.mountainlakesmedicalcenter.com / www.mlmcphysiciansgroup.com 

CONNECT

Dr. Erica McVey, 
Audiologist University 

of Texas 

Dr. Keith Jackson, MD, 
ENT Emory University 

and  Medical College of 
Georgia 

Ear, Nose and Throat (ENT) Audiology Care 

All in One Location!

bridge – which was funded by property 
owners for $500,000, is finished. The 
more involved Phases 2 and 3 are now 
in the works.

Disposing of  the material dredged 
from Mirror Lake has been an issue since 
efforts to dredge began 30 years ago. 

The town got permission from the 
county to reopen a closed area of  the 
landfill on Rich Gap Road to deposit the 
material – but only for the purpose of  de-
positing the dredged material. However, 
in the meantime, local Roger Lee Wilson 
offered his property off  NC 28 south 
near Rich Gap Road as a disposal site.

Using the Wilson site is a major win 
for the project because there is no need 
for landfill engineering (survey, design 
and permits) or landfill construction (im-
provements, site prep for Phases 2 and 3 
disposal and ultimate closure) which re-
sulted in substantial savings.

What was estimated to cost $1.7 
million has now been pared down to 
$750,000 or less by disposing the material 
on the private land.

“This savings means we can go fur-
ther – dredge more – basically get more 
for the money,” said Michael Hansen 
with McGill Associates.

Design and permitting for the 
Wilson site will cost $150,000 with a 
$600,000 disposal fee levied by Wilson – 
which McGill said could be less.

“He said he is willing to work with 
the town,” said McGill’s Joel Storrow.

The total sediment volume in the 
lake is estimated at 119,300 cubic yards.

If  the landfill site is used for disposal 
during Phases 2 and 3 only 61,000 cubic 
yards could be removed to stay within the 
$5 million budget.

Now, by using the Wilson property, 
80,000 cubic yards can be removed which 
means more areas of  the lake, riverine 
and wetlands can be dredged and opened 
up for recreational activities.

Hansen said Wilson is in the process 
of  getting the required state and federal 
permits.

Once permits are in hand, engineer-
ing studies completed, and contractor 
bids awarded, the dredging of  Phases 2 
and 3 is expected to take over two years 
with seasonal and phase interruptions.

At peak operations, 8-10 trucks per 
day will be delivering 100-130 cubic yards 
of  sediment to the Wilson site.

The exact cubic yard removal per 

phase has increased with the new disposal 
site, but initial figures were as follows:

Phase 2 involves removing 60,000 
cubic yards downstream of  the Mirror 
Lake bridge – where the algae blooms are 
now appearing due to the shallow water 
and the hot weather. Referred to as Open 
Water Dredging, 1-6 feet of  sediment will 
be removed to obtain 9-10 feet of  water. 

Phase 3 will optimize recreation by 
removing 13,700 cubic yards – or more -- 
from the upstream/riverine area between 
Hicks Road and Cullasaja Drive, remov-
ing 1-3 feet of  sediment to obtain an av-

erage of  four feet in depth. This phase 
ends at lot K of  the Riverwalk subdivi-
sion.

Phase 3 is the Mill Creek Wetland 
corridors. This will also optimize recre-
ation with two paddle boat corridors, 10-
15 feet wide with a finished depth of  1 ½ 
to 2 feet deep. 

This will involve removing 1,300 
cubic yards and will require purchasing 
the wetlands from the state at $70,000 to 
$230,000 per acre.

The Town Board unanimously 
agreed to accept Wilson’s disposal site, 
authorize completion of  design and per-

mitting, begin the contractor selection 
process, determine timing of  the Phase 3 
bid and then contractor selection.

Hansen and Storrow said it’s likely 
contractor bids for Phases 2 and 3 will lbe 
less if  the town goes with the same con-
tractor for both phases. 

At June’s Town Board meeting, com-
missioners asked McGill to also come 
back with exact costs all the way around.

McGill’s engineering fees for Phases 
2 and 3 – preliminary project scoping, 
design & permitting, disposal site assess-
ment and construction administration of  
the dredge sites – will be $976,500.
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Spiritually Speaking 
 • Places to Worship •

BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor 706-782-3965
Sundays: School:10 a.m. , Worship:11 

Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 
5th Sunday Singing featuring Georgia Mountain Trio;

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Senior Pastor: Rev. Amy Spivey

Assoc. Pastor: Rev. Wonyeong Lee828-743-5298
Sundays: School at 9:30; Worship & Kids Worship 10:30

 GRACE CHAPEL ON HIGH HOLLY
9615 Dillard Rd Scaly Mountain, N C.

Pastor Steve Kerhoulas. http://www.Graceonhighholly.com
Sunday School 9:45; Worship 11; Prayer Service Wed 5:30p 

Men’s and Women’s Bible Study throughout the week 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

The Rev’d Dr. Marc Robertson & Rev. Nick McGee
464 U.S. Hwy. 64E, Cashiers, NC 

CAC@christanglicancashiers.org • 828-743-1701
Sunday: Adult Christian Ed, 9:15a; Holy Eucharist, 10:30a; 

Fellowship 11:45a; Wed: Bible Study/Contemplative Prayer, 5p
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY. CASHIERS

743-5470 • www.cashiers.church
Sun. 10:45a; Wed Study5:15p supper and childcare.

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH
283 Spring Street  -  Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m. 

CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH

www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC • Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  

Sun: Service 10:45am, Children’s 10:30am
Wed.: Youth 5:30-7pm; Women’s Bible Study: Mon. 4:30pm, Tues. 

10am; Men’s Bible Study: Wed. & Thurs. 7am @ Zookeeper
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. W. Bentley Manning, Rector • 526-2968
5th and Main streets • www.incarnationwnc.org

Sunday: Rite I, spoken, 8 am in Chapel, Rite II with Choir 10:30 
am in Sanctuary, Wed: Healing Eucharist 12 pm in Chapel, 

Morning Prayer: Mon-Thurs 8:30 am in Chapel
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS

828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor • 220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Women’s 10:30 am
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Rev. Emily Wilmarth, pastor, Rev. Kelley Connelly Asso. Pastor
828-526-3175 • fpchighlands.org

Sun.: Adult Ed.: 10a; Worship 11a.; Tues: Men’s Group 10a;
 Wed: Bell Choir 4p. Chancel Choir:5:30p
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH

(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 
Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am

GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship

242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville. NC • 743-2729 • Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a. Worship 11a & 7p. Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson • 11339 Buck Creek Road
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily 

sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a. & 6p. Wednesday Worship is 6p
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

 Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376
In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services

 909a Bluegrass and 11a Traditional
 www.highlandsmethodist.org

HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA
2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741

Rev. Ken Langsdrof
Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.

Visit our website: Holy Family Lutheran Highlands NC
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH

8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11. Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.

MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
Franklin • 828-634-1312 • mountainsynagoguewnc.com.

Services: 1st Fri.; 3rd Sat. & Rosh Hashanah & Yom Kippur. 
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 

743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church. 4224 Big Ridge 

(4.5 miles from NC 107) 
Weds: Youth Group 6 p.m.; Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; 

OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone – 526-2418
Sat. 4pm thru Oct 24.; Sun. - 11am 

SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby

Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Richard Salmonson

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
ST. JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

Mass: Sun. 9a (English); Mon. 9:30a (Vatican II in Latin); Tues. 
7p (Spanish); Wed.,9:30a (English)

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: • 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood

Sunday Service (summer): 9am & 11am
Visit our website: www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com 

Our Bazaar Barn supports outreach in the community.
Open Fri & Sat. 11am-3pm

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 
85 Sierra Drive. Franklin • uufranklin.org  

Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers • 828-743-2122
Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am
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Rev. Kirkland “Skully” 
Knight
The Episcopal Church of the 
incarnation

And who is my 
neighbor?

The recent World Cup soccer tournament hosted 
in the United States, Canada, and Mexico has 
been a unique opportunity for us to think about 

this question. Who is my neighbor? Over the course of  
the tournament, someone said that World Cup is just the 
United States having a giant sleepover with the cousins 
we never see because our parents don’t like each other. 
It’s certainly an interesting way to think about how we 
see people from other countries and how they see us. 

One of  the common themes in scripture is hospi-
tality, and beyond hospitality, how we care for those less 
fortunate, namely widows and orphans. Why widows 
and orphans? Because at that time, in that social struc-
ture, these were two groups of  people who had no one 
to care for them. They had no means of  survival in the 
world in which they lived. This should be nothing new 
to any of  us. We have heard these things over and over 
again if  we have paid attention to scripture at all. 

As we welcomed the world this summer, we opened 
our cities, we opened our little part of  the world to any 
and all who would come, and they came. The Scottish, 
the Norwegians, the Argentinians, the English, the Af-
rican nations, from all parts of  the globe, all races and 
cultures — and it was beautiful. People here and abroad 
were a little unsure of  how things would go here in the 
US as we hosted what is undeniably the largest sport-
ing event on the planet, and we responded to the world 
with open hearts and open arms. 

The Parable of  the Good Samaritan in Luke’s gos-
pel is a response to the question, “Who is my neigh-
bor?”

On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to 
test Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to in-
herit eternal life?”

 “What is written in the Law?” he replied. “How 
do you read it?”

He answered, “‘Love the Lord your God with 
all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
strength and with all your mind’[a]; and, ‘Love your 
neighbor as yourself.’[b]”

“You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do 
this and you will live.”

But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, 
“And who is my neighbor?”

In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from 
Jerusalem to Jericho, when he was attacked by robbers. 
They stripped him of  his clothes, beat him and went 



•Police & Fire Reports•
Highlands Police en-

tries from June 13. Only the 
names of persons arrested, 
issued a summons/citation, 
issued a Class-3 misde-
meanor or those of public 
officials have been used. 

Accidents responded to: 
July 13
• Unit 1 was parked facing 

NE on US 64. Unit 2 was parked 
facing NE on US 64. Unit 1 was 
left in 3rd gear and rolled across 
travel lane, hitting Unit 2. Unit 1 
and Unit 2 came to rest in road-
way

July 15
• Vehicle 1 was travelling 

north on NC 28. Vehicle 2 was 
legally parked in parallel parking 
spaces along roadside. Witness 
advised that Vehicle 1 tried to 
park in a parallel parking space 
behind Vehicle 2, failed, and 
struck Vehicle 2 while leaving the 
space. Vehicle 2 remained parked. 
Vehicle 1 then parked on Church 
Street and advised they did not 
know of the crash.

• Unit 2 was traveling south 
on US 64. Unit 1 was making a 

right turn from Pinecrest Road 
onto US 64. The left front of Unit 
1 hit the right back fender of Unit 
2. Unit 2 went off the right side of 
the road down a small embank-
ment and collided with some 
small trees.

July 17
• Vehicle 1 was traveling SW 

on Hicks Road. Vehicle 2 was trav-
eling NE and turning right from 
Mirror Lake Road onto Hicks 
Road. Vehicle 1 made a u-turn in 
front of Vehicle 2. Vehicle 1 and 
Vehicle 2 collided. Then Vehicle 1 
drove away.

Calls responded to:
July 13
• At 3:30 p.m., officers re-

ceived a report of a larceny of a 
cell phone valued at $169 at the 
Texaco station on NC 106 (Dil-
lard Road).

• At 6:04 p.m., officers re-
sponded to a call of an unattend-
ed death of a 72-year-old man at a 
residence on Cobb Road.

July 14
• At 11:14 p.m., officers re-

sponded to a call of an unattend-
ed death of a 69-year-old woman 

at a residence on Brushy Face 
Road.

July 16
• At 5:30 p.m., officers re-

ceived a report about someone 
making comments about human 
trafficking at a location on Main 
Street.

July 18
• At 2:46 p.m., officers re-

sponded to a report of shoplift-
ing at Potpourri on Main Street 
where $128 of jewelry was taken.

The Highlands Fire & 
Rescue log from July 14.

July 14
• At 11:21 a.m., the dept. was 

first-responders to a location on 
N. 4th Street.

• At 5:22 p.m., the dept. was 
first-responders to a residence 
on Dendy Orchard Road.

• At 10:14 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a motor vehicle acci-
dent on NC 28 south (Walhalla 
Road).

July 15
• A little past midnight, the 

dept. was first-responders to a 
residence on Ring Road.

• At 4:14 a.m., the dept. pro-
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vided public assistance at a resi-
dence on Brushy Face Road.

• At 8:54 a.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a motor vehicle ac-
cident on NC 106 (Dillard Road).

July 16
• At 4:02 p.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a mutual aid call from 
Cashiers FD but it was cancelled 
en route.

July 17
• At 10:39 a.m., the dept. was 

first-responders to a residence 
on West View Way.

• At 12:47 p.m., the dept. was 
first-responders to a residence 
on Birchwood Drive.

• At 1:17 p.m., the dept. pro-
vided traffic control at US 64 east 
and Cherrywood Drive.

• At 1:23 p.m., the dept. was 
first-responders to a residence 
on Thornhill Drive.

• At 5:20 p.m., the dept. pro-
vided public assistance at a loca-
tion on US 64 west (Franklin 
Road).

July 18
• At 1:33 p.m., the dept. pro-

vided public assistance at a lo-
cation on US 64 west (Franklin 
Road).

• At 2:26 p.m., the dept. 
responded to a fire alarm at a 
residence on Hickory Knut Gap 
Road.

• At 6:02 p.m., the dept. pro-
vided mutual aid to the Cashiers 
FD.

July 19
• At 11:33 a.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a fire alarm at a loca-
tion on Chestnut Hill Drive.

• At 7:54 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a loca-
tion on Main Street.

July 20
• At 11:37 a.m., the dept. 

provided public assistance at a 
location on Main Street.

July 21
• At 5:07 a.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a fire alarm at a loca-
tion on Main Street.

Highlands • Cashiers • Atlanta
828.200.3050 

bobhenritze@gmail.com • www.firewoodcompany.net

HAPPY 250TH 
BIRTHDAY AMERICA!

THE 
FIREWOOD COMPANY

away, leaving him half  dead. A 
priest happened to be going 
down the same road, and when 
he saw the man, he passed by 
on the other side. So too, a Lev-
ite, when he came to the place 
and saw him, passed by on the 
other side. But a Samaritan, as 
he traveled, came where the 
man was; and when he saw him, 
he took pity on him. He went to 
him and bandaged his wounds, 
pouring on oil and wine. Then 
he put the man on his own don-
key, brought him to an inn and 
took care of  him. The next day 
he took out two denarii[c] and 
gave them to the innkeeper. 
‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and 
when I return, I will reimburse 
you for any extra expense you 
may have.’

 “Which of  these three do 

you think was a neighbor to the 
man who fell into the hands of  
robbers?”

The expert in the law re-
plied, “The one who had mercy 
on him.”

Jesus told him, “Go and do 
likewise.”

The lawyer wanted to know 
who he had to love — the mini-
mum — and Jesus doesn’t really 
answer his question. Instead of  
telling him who was included in 
the group, he asked him, “Which 
of  these three do you think was 
a neighbor to the man who fell 
into the hands of  robbers?” He 
didn’t tell him the man who had 
been robbed was his neighbor, he 
told him that the Samaritan who 
had shown hospitality and kind-
ness, had been a neighbor to the 

man in need. 
As Jesus tends to do, he 

doesn’t answer the question in 
the way we might think. His 
answers are open, not closed. 
They move us to action rather 
than giving us a sense that we’ve 
done all we need to do. We are 
not necessarily called to figure 
out who our neighbors are, we 
are called to be neighbors to all 
of  God’s children. While our 
world leaders may not always get 
along, and they may try to tell us 
who our neighbors are and are 
not, it seems that the people of  
the world can manage get along 
just fine. The World Cup (or the 
Great American Sleepover) just 
reminded us all that we already 
know how to be neighbors, and 
how to love each other. 



► 828-526-9325 ◄
Generators aren't just a "thing" we do, 

generators are all we do! 

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

2460 Cashiers Road • Highlands 828-526-2395
highlandslawnandgarden.com

Kiln dried 
FIREWOODFIREWOOD
Delivery or pickup

356B MAIN STREET 
ESTATE JEWEL.ERS OF 
HIGHL.ANDS 
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#1 Family-Owned in the U.S.

Luxury Home Specialist
Licensed in NC & GA

Al Stoneham
Realtor-Broker

Cell: 828.332.9767
al.stoneham@howardhannatate.com

ALLEN TATE REAL ESTATE

Buck Creek Rd - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Road near the hos-

CHESTNUT STORAGE
Storage Units Available
Secure 24-Hour Access

Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms

Call today to find out why we’re
“Highlands Premier Facility”

828-482-1045 Look for our sign!

LISA THOMPSON
DOG SITTING

• daily drop-in visits
• overnight & extended 

stays
• dog walking

 828.424.4637

(
COUNSELING
CENTER
OF HIGHLANDS

Offices in Cashiers and Highlands

864-481-0598
info@counseling-center.org I counseling-center.org

828-482-7417828-482-7417

Come join us 
each Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

• Small group environment
• Casual

• Breakfast included
• LIVE stream ANDY STANLEY 

(NPCC)

For more information and location
Call Bee at 404-307-1415

 HIGHLANDS 
CHURCH

• Commercial
• Residential

• Interior
• Exterior

• Free 
Estimates
• Veteran 
Owned

Call: Cody Hervey • 828-200-6926

Granite Counter TopsGranite Counter Tops
Kitchen and BathKitchen and Bath
Custom FabrictionCustom Fabriction
Natural StonesNatural Stones

Elevated Home Maintenance & Repairs, LLC
A Step Above the Rest

Carpentry • Tile Work • Drywall • Remodels
Painting • Flooring • General Labor • Realtor Punchlists

(828) 371-9071
ElevatedHomeMaintenance.com
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PIANO TUNING
Professional Service Since 1985

Bob McCollum
828-507-5760

Bobboh1@yahoo.com



•Classifieds•

• Same-day service for most maintenance 
and routine repairs.

• Top-tier diagnostic & programming tools 
– just like the dealer.

•  New tire, alignment & balancing  
equipment for precision and speed.

• Same experienced technicians.

We’re proud to be a family-owned company with 43 years in the 
business, and even prouder to now serve the Highlands community.

~ Bob Saladna, Owner

Here’s what Here’s what 
Highlands Automotive Highlands Automotive 

is all about!is all about!

We service ALL domestic and foreign vehicles. 
Also serving customers in:

Atlanta, GA | Dallas, TX | Houston, TX
Come see the difference.

828-787-2360
2851 Cashiers Road, Highlands

FOR SALE
BECAUSE THE VARIANCE WAS DE-

NIED, I am selling a quantity of high-quality prime 
Douglas Fir lumber. Please let me know if you would 
like to make an offer. Peggy Phillips 727-422-9300. 
(st. 6/11)

MIRROR LAKE COTTAGE, 2/2, fully reno-
vated. $525k. Text only 828.421.2042.

COTTAGE ON LAKE BURTON $129,500 - 
North Georgia Mountains. 1br/1ba. 1 year old with 
modern design, all appliances and furniture. Beautiful 
gated community.  www.sugarmillcreek.com Tel: 912-
222-2448 

A VARIETY OF LOCALLY GROWN PE-
RENNIALS. Call 828-507-8895. (st. 7/2)

17FT ALUMINUM LAKE CANOE, excellent 
condition with paddles $600. 828-421-0124 (st. 7/9) 

1.06 AC LOT ON 8900 Buck Creek Rd. 
$79,900. 828-421-0124 (st. 7/9)

HELP WANTED 
CAREGIVERS NEEDED FOR PT DAY 

AND NIGHT SHIFTS. – Competitive wages. Back-
ground check required. text 828-200-9000 for details 
or apply online www.MyChoiceHome.Care (7/2) 

FOR RENT
NEW 2BD, 2BA, FURNISHED APART-

MENT within a half mile of downtown. $1,900 a 
month. Call 404-234-2516. (st. july 2)

HIGHLANDS MOUNTAIN CLUB. 2bd/2ba 
furnished. Full Kitchen w/d central air. Large deck lake 
view. Clubhouse w/ pool. Available soon. 561-310-
5085. (July 2) 

2BD/2BATH SINGLE WIDE $1,100 per 
month internet included. First and last security. Mark 
828-200-0765. (st. 5/29)

SERVICES 
MOBILE CARWASH/ DETAILING – THE 

DETAIL GUYS WNC (828) 745-3500 text . Thede-
tailguyswnc on facebook  Full Service. We Come To You 

CREATURE COMFORTS – In-House Pet or 
People sitting. Call Peg Ellis. Retired RN. References 
available. 828-200-1028. (st. 11/20)

PLATEAU PAINTERS – Interior and exterior 
painting, pressure washing, decks, and sanding and 
staining wood floors. Division of Chatlos Construction. 
Fully insured. Free estimates. Call Mike at 828-200-
4071. (6/25)

HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS HANDYMAN – 
Chatlos Construction – Remodels, Additions, Framing, 
Siding, Roofing, Decks, Painting. References. Insured. 
828-200-4071. (6/25)

JUNK REMOVAL – We take anything. Call 828-
200-0492 

CUSTOM WELDING – gates, railings, trailer 
repairs, fencing, hand rails and more. I come to you! 
Call Gavin at 828-200-4219 or email smallgavin26@
gmail.com

MURPHY’S PAINT CO. - interior/exte-
rior painting/sheetrock repair/wallpaper removal/log 
homes/ decks. Insured. Free estimates. 828-332-0525 
or 828- 421-8600. (5/21)

NEED FURNITURE MOVED OR ANY-
THING HAULED AWAY? Call or text James of 
Going Gone at 828-421-2655. (7/30)
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More than 4 people 
means more than 
one trip. Cost for 

additional trip/car is:

Call or Text to book 
your ride

Local. Trusted. 
(References available)

828-342-3608



POOL SCHEDULE
• Lap Swim: Mon.-Fri. 6am-

9:45am, and Saturday 10am-11pm 
- 6 lanes. Water Aerobics: 18 y+ 
Mon.-Fri. 10-11am with Karen 
Chambers. Adult Swim: 18y+ 
Mon.-Thurs. 11am-3:30pm, Friday 
11am-1:30pm. Public Swim: Mon. 
thru Thurs.. 11a-7pm, Saturday 
11am-6pm and Sunday 1-6pm

PICKLE BALL 
• At the Recreation Dept. 

there are three indoor Pickle Ball 
courts and six outdoor courts.
Pickle Ball can be played every 
Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs. and Friday 
10am-pm outdoors for the sum-
mer 

MTN FINDINGS 
• Open: 10 am - 1 pm. Thurs-

Sat.. Spruce Street. www.moun-
tainfindings.org

FIBBER MAGEES
• Fibber Magee’s Thrift Store 

on Laurel Street Hours. Wed. & Fri. 
- 10a too 4p. Sat. - 10a to 2p.

FARMERS MARKET
• The “market” is open ev-

ery Saturday 8a to 12:30p in KH 
Founders Park on Pine Street.

ALL WEEK
• Scaly Mountain/ Highlands/ 

Cashiers Alcoholics Anonymous 
“Open Meetings” are for anyone 
who thinks they may have a drink-
ing problem or for anyone inter-
ested in the A.A. recovery pro-
gram. Open meetings are held at 
Scaly Mountain @ Grace Chapel, 
9915 Dillard Rd., Scaly Mountain 
each Tues & Sat at 5:30 pm and at 
Highlands @ the 1st Presbyterian 
Church, 471 Main St., on Monday 
at 5:30 p.m. and on Wednesday & 
Fridays @ 12:00 noon. Open in 
person meetings are also held in 
Cashiers @ the Albert Carlton 
Cashiers Community Library, 249 
Frank Allen Rd. on Sunday at 5:00 
pm, on Tuesday@ 7:00 pm, on Fri-
day at 5:30 pm and on Saturday 
at 9:00 am. For more information 
please visit our website www.
aawnc80.org or to speak with 
a member of A.A. 24/7 call our 
HELP Line 828 349-4357

Mon.& Thurs.
• At First Presbyterian 

Church, ArtSpace is open from 9 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. The next exhibit 
will start in mid-August. For infor-
mation contact fpchkelley@gmail.
com 

Mon-Wed-Fri
• Aerobics with Tina Rogers 

8-9am at the Rec Park.
• Balance, Stretch & Strengthen 

Class at the Rec Park 8:30-9:30am. 
The cost for the class is $30 a 
month and is led by Vivian Brewer. 
Call the Recreation Department at 
828-526-3556 for more informa-
tion.

Mon., Tues., Thurs.
• The Food Pantry behind the 

Methodist Church on Spring Street 
is open from 10a-6p.

2nd Mondays
• The local chapter of PEO, 

an off-campus sorority founded in 
the 1800s that provides grants and 
loans to women with financial need 
who want to return to school or 
further their education meets at 10 
a.m. For more info call president 
Paula McDonald at 706-372-3004 

2nd Tuesdays
• Highlands Writers Group 

meets on alternate Tuesday after-
noons at 3pm. Writers still uncom-
fortable with in-person gatherings 
may participate via Zoom meetings 
For more info contact Bud Katz at 
either 828-526-3190 or at budan-
dlynn@me.com 

Tuesdays
• Strength Training at the Rec 

Park 8:15-9:15 am. 
• At Wayfarers Chapel, Work-

shop for Writers – from 5-6:30 PM
• ESL classes at The Literacy 

& Learning Center, 6-7 p.m. 675 S 
4th St. 

Tuesdays & Thurs.
• Exercise Class with Michelle 

Lane at the Rec Park at 5:30. A 
combo class with different types of 
exercise. 828-526-3556

Wednesdays
• The Literacy & Learning 

Center offers a FREE weekly Citi-
zenship Class led by Faviola Olvera 
from 5:30 to 7 pm at 675 S 4th St in 
Highlands, this program is designed 
to help students navigate the com-
plexities of the U.S. naturalization 
exam. 

Wednesdays
• Digital Navigators will be at 

the Hudson Library from 10a-noon 
PM, digital navigators will host a 
Tech Time drop-in time at Hudson 
Library with the goal to assist at-
tendees with basic smartphone, lap-
top, iPad and tablet skills. For more 
information, call the Library at 828-

526-3031.This program is free and 
open to the public. 

Thursdays
• Kickboxing 8:15-9:15a. at 

the Rec Park. No martial arts 
background necessary Contact 
the Rec Dept.at 828-526-3556 for 
more info.

3rd Saturdays
• The American Legion Post 

370 meets at the First Methodist 
Church at 315 Main St. in their 
community room/909 chapel. 
Breakfast ia at 9a; meeting is at 
10a. Email ncpost370@gmail.com 
or just join us at 9am.

Through July 25
• At The Bascom, “Connect-

ing to Place: Blue Ridge Craft Trails 
Invitational 2026” in the Thomp-
son Gallery. The exhibition brings 
together 20 craft artists from 
communities across WNC, includ-
ing Franklin, Waynesville, Dillsboro, 
Bryson City, Cullowhee, Can-
ton, Cherokee, Maggie Valley, and 
Brasstown. Admission is free.

July 22-25, Wed.-Sat.
• At CK Swan, a Capucine De 

Wulf Jewelry Trunk Show. Enter to 
win a Berry Gem Classic Hinged 
Bangle. 223 N. 4th Street, High-
lands. 828-526-2083. 

Thurs., July 23
•At Old Edwards Farm Pavil-

ion, Highlands Cashiers Chamber 
Music Festival’s Martinis, Mozart & 
More. $125/person. Refreshments 
with cash bar. Call for required 
reservations. 828-526-9060 or or-
der online at www.h-cmusic festi-
val.org. 828-526-9060

Fri., July 24
• Highlands Neighborhood 

Coalition is sponsoring a semi-
nar at 9:30am at the Rec Center 
entitled “Local Government 101 
How Government Works” with a 
specific focus on local government 
and its critical importance to the 
quality of life of its residents.  This 
seminar is open to the public and 
free. It will feature Mac McCarley, a 
retired partner at Parker Poe and 
a well-known legal expert on Lo-
cal Government and Public Policy.  

• The Asheville Mountain 
Boys Outdoor Concert at 51 
Cowee School Drive, Franklin. 5p.

Sun., July 26
• A viewing of the film,  “Bon-

hoeffer” at 6p at Highlands Cen-
tral Baptist Church downstairs in 

the Shortoff Baptist Church Fel-
lowship Hall, 11339 Buck Creek 
Road.

Thurs., July 30
• A FREE viewing of The Re-

turn of Lake Toxaway as a prelude 
to HC Film Festival. 5-7p, viewing, 
reception, and Q&A at The Village 
Green of Cashiers. 

Sat., Aug 1
• Pop Up Pipers
Fri.-Sun., Aug 7-9
• 48th Annual Antique Show 

at The Village Green Commons, 
180 Frank Allen Road in Cashiers. 
Fri., 7:30a-5p; Sat., 9a-5p; Sun., 11a-
4p. Antique hand-sewn door prize. 

Sat., Aug. 8
• Open House at the High-

land Fire & Rescue Dept. at 149 
Franklin Road. Free hotdogs, fire 
truck rides, rescue demonstration, 
car seat checks, agility drills for the 
kids. 11a-3p.

Sat., Aug. 15
• Highlands Annual 5K at KH 

Founders Park. 6-7pm. 5K Run/
Walk and 5K Stroller Race. All 
proceeds will go to the Gordon 
Center for Child Development.  
Contact Bill at 706-202-3033 for 
questions or to sponsor. 

• As a prelude to the HC Film 
Festival, the viewing of “The Gar-
dener + Walk in the Garden Soi-
ree. Viewing is a 4p at PAC. Soiree 

to follow.

Sun., Aug. 16
• Highlands Historical Society 

invites you to travel through time 
for the 1920s Gala from 5–7pm. 
Tickets can be purchased from 
the Highlands Historical Society 
website. This roaring ‘20s themed 
celebration with a live jazz band. 

• Highlands-Cashiers Film 
Festival Summer Screening. Never 
Not Yours + Meet the Director. 2p 
a PAC. FREE. This family dramedy 
tells the story of three audlt sib-
lings visiting their family’s remote 
retired cabin for a weekend visit. 

Sept. 1
• Pop Up Pipers
Sat.-Sun., Sept. 19-20
• The Power of a Beautiful 

State:  a 2-Day inner journey to 
calm, creativity and connection.
The Mountain Retreat Ctr., $150 
to $275. Info: LindaChmar@gmail.
com or 404-909-9904 

Sept. 27
• Chef Dinners at OEI’s The 

Farm. Annual Champagne Dinner 
featuring the 8th annual Oyster 
& Seafood Fest with Lowcountry 
Oyster Co. Tickets start at $234. 
Includes dinner drinks, shuttle and 
gratuity. Book online.
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SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery

450 N. 4th St. Highlands, NC
828-526-5522

www.highlandsproperties.com

Wei chert. 
REALTORS 

Highlands Properties 

Cell: 828-787-1895 
pamela.nellis@yahoo.com 

Highlands Office | 210 N. 5th Street

FAYE WURM
828.200.1345 
faye@bhhsmmr.com
2334 Cashiers Rd, Highlands
https://fayewurm.meadowsmtnrealty.com/

Of the 55,000+ BHHS agents across the globe,
Faye ranks in the TOP 2% and is a 

Luxury Collection Specialist.

Bryson’s
Food 
Store

Historical 
Village

Rest
Rooms

Hudson 
Library

Visitor 
Center

KH Founders 
Park

Police Station
Fire Station

 Ace is the Place, 

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

Country Club Properties
 Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals. 
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

Highlander 
Mountain 

House 
& 

The Ruffed 
Grouse 
Tavern

highlandermountainhouse.com

 Local Expertise, Global Connections. 
114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706Sheryl Wilson

Licensed in NC and GA

LOCK & LOCK & 

LEAVELEAVE

MOUNTAINMOUNTAIN

LIVINGLIVING

11 Wood Lilly Way
Highlands, NC

• 3 Bed, 2 Bath

• Screened Front 
Porch and Covered 

Rear Deck

• Completely
and Luxuriously 

Remodeled

Clif Gottwals
303.887.7479

Clif.Gottwals@Gmail.com

HighlandsCashiersCIRE.com
210 North Fifth Street
Highlands, NC 28741

Offered
at $749,000

Darlene Conley
Mountain Luxury

darleneconley@howardhannatate.com

Your Dream. Your Journey.
YOU’RE HOME.

Dedicated to 
finding the home  

you’ve always wanted.
Cell: 404.427.2448
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PAT ALLEN
828.200.9179

JULIE OSBORN
828.200.6165

Not The Biggest...Just The Best!

www.patallenrealtygroup.com
828.526.8784  |  295 DILLARD RD, HIGHLANDS

More than
33 years of exemplary 
service in the luxury

housing market!

PAT ALLEN

JULIE OSBORN

VOTED AMERICA’S BEST by RealTrends since 2021

Cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

Open 7 days a week

526-4407
242 S. 4th St.

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

828-526-2338

 ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

43 Years of Fine Dining

MITZI RAUERS
Broker / Luxury Collection
Specialist
(404) 218-9123
mitzi@bhhsmmr.com

*Based on 2023 sales data. Out of a global network 
of 55,000+ BHHS agents.

If you want an 
award-winning real 
estate experiennce, 
choose an 
award-winning 
agent.

NOW OPEN 
7 Nights a week

5:30-9p 

For real estate, visit 
LANDMARKRG.COM 
or call 828 -743 -0510 .

your mountain story begins here—
embracing both the life you lead 

and the getaway you crave

Bee Gleeson
Broker | Realtor® | 404.307.1415

BeeGlee4@Gmail.com

Pat Gleeson
Broker | Realtor® | 828.782.0472

PatrickGleeson4@Gmail.com

Jessica Haberkern
Broker | Realtor® | 254.718.7494

JessHaberkern@Gmail.com

HighlandsCashiersCIRE.com | 210 North Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741

We Serve to Help You 
with Life's Next 

Chapter ... Beginning 
with Coffee and a 

Conversation.


