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By Kim Lewicki
Years ago, the state of  

North Carolina was a beacon re-
garding public education but to-
day it’s a much different story all 

due to a decrease in state funding 
and federal mandates.

“North Carolina once 
ranked much higher in educa-
tion, and that history demon-

strates what is possible when 
public education is treated as 
a long-term investment rather 
than a short-term expense,” 

NC gets ‘F’ in public education funding
Received a 50 for funding level and last in country for funding effort

By HPD Lt. Tim Broughton
and Kim Lewicki

The Highlands Police De-
partment responded to more 
swatting hoaxes in Highlands on 
the evening of  Wed., January 7 
and again the evening of  Fri., 
January 9. 

On Wednesday, at approxi-
mately 7 p.m., Macon County 
Dispatch received multiple calls 
reporting threats against the 
Episcopal Church of  the Incar-
nation, Highlands Fire and Res-
cue, and two specific town em-
ployees, including Police Chief  
Andrea Holland. 

Officers from the High-
lands Police Department and the 
Macon County Sheriff ’s Office 
responded, secured the Episco-
pal Church of  the Incarnation 
(where no services or activities 
were being held at the time), and 
stationed officers at Highlands 
Fire and Rescue Dept. Officers 

Swatting incidents  
likely to continue here 
and across the country

were also dispatched to check 
on the residences of  the indi-
viduals who were targeted.

On Friday, at approxi-
mately 6 p.m., Macon County 
dispatch received calls again 
reporting a threat against the 
Episcopal Church of  the Incar-
nation, with the caller claiming 
he was parked nearby.

Law enforcement diverted 
traffic from the area and deter-
mined that it, too, was a hoax.

Further investigation deter-
mined that both these calls were 
consistent with previous bomb 
threat incidents of  Dec. 11 and 
Dec. 23. The caller(s) used tools 
to mask the caller’s location and 
employed fake or “throwaway” 
phone numbers. Once officers 
confirmed there was no imme-
diate threat to the individuals or 
locations involved, the incidents 
were determined to be a hoax.

• See SHERIFF page 11

Holbrooks, 
Cook face 

off at Sheriff 
Forum

A candidates forum for 
Macon County sheriff, hosted 
Saturday by the Macon County 
Republican Party, drew a large 
crowd and at times became con-
tentious as incumbent Sheriff  
Brent Holbrooks and challenger 
Bob Cook outlined their back-
grounds and qualifications ahead 
of  the Republican primary.

The forum opened with 
remarks from party chair Patti 
Trick, who introduced modera-
tor Keith Blaine, chairman of  
the Jackson County Republican 
Party. Trick said the party in-
tentionally selected a moderator 
from outside Macon County to 
ensure neutrality.

Blaine then outlined the 
rules and format of  the forum, 
emphasizing decorum and equal 
treatment of  the candidates.

From left: 8th-grade girl basketball players Alajandra Colmenares, Pe-
nelope McRae and Corena Dearth were recognized after Monday 
night’s game at Highlands School.

8th grade MS bball players recognized
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•SnapShot•

Do you have a heartfelt, 
funny, interesting, or 
beautiful photo you would 
like to share in our  
“SnapShot” section? 
Email it to 
highlandseditor@aol.com 
or text it to 
828-200-1371, with a 
brief  description and a 
name. No anonymous 
photos will be accepted.

The 
dawning 
of 2026 
atop 
Whiteside 
Mountain

January’s Town Board meeting 
is tonight, Thursday, January 
15, at the Highlands Commu-

nity Building next to the ball field. 
The first meeting will be the work-
shop session beginning at 6 pm, 
followed by the monthly board 
meeting at 7 pm. Both sessions 
will be available to view remotely 
on the town website’s YouTube 
channel.

The workshop session will be 
a discussion of  security issues and 
concerns for the Highlands Food 
and Wine Festival. Chief  Holland will start 
the session with a report of  security con-
cerns, especially at the Main Event, where 
Main Street is closed for the Main Event 
from 4th to 5th streets. A discussion and 
comment period on the concerns and ideas 
will follow.

At the monthly board meeting at 7 pm, 
several items are on the agenda. Leading off  
is a presentation by Louis Davis of  UTEC 
concerning proposed amendments from 
Duke Energy concerning the town’s whole-
sale electricity contract.

Progress Energy and Duke Energy of  

the Carolinas are merging their two 
companies, which both fall under 
the umbrella of  the Duke power 
system. This merger has been in 
the works for a while and will even-
tually be approved sometime in the 
coming months. For this merger to 
take place, approval from state and 
federal agencies must be obtained.

The amendment to our con-
tract is required by the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission 
(FERC). The Town Manager and 
I have met with a Duke representa-

tive to discuss the contract amendment. My 
big question was whether this amendment 
would cost Highlands more money. The rep-
resentative for Duke said no, that we would 
even get some reimbursement because of  the 
amendment. 

We expect Mr. Davis of  UTEC to con-
firm that the town will receive assistance from 
this amendment during his presentation to the 
board tonight. Ironically, this amendment oc-
curs near the end of  our wholesale contract 
with Duke. By 2029, the town will have to 
enter a new contract with either Duke or an-
other provider. Our consulting company will 
conduct a shopping experience for us to se-
cure the best possible contract.

The board will also hold a discussion 
concerning the appointment of  a new com-
missioner. The appointment of  a new mem-
ber of  the Town Board would be for two 
years which is the remaining term of  Com-
missioner Dotson who resigned from the 
board as of  December 31.

The board will also hear an update from 
a non-profit consortium on their emergency 
support plan. This plan was developed in re-
sponse to concerns raised by Hurricane He-
lene.

Bill Futral will be making a request for 
a rezoning request for a property on Dillard 
Road. The parcel is near Dusty’s and across 
from the shopping center on Dillard Road. 
The board will also make appointments to the 
Highlands Tourist Development Committee 
and the Macon County Economic Develop-
ment Commission.

Hope to see everyone at the meetings to-
night, or on YouTube.

Also, the entire agenda packet for every 
board meeting is available to the public. Sim-
ply contact Town Hall at (828) 526-2118 and 
ask to speak with Gibby Shaheen, the Town 
Clerk. Gibby will place you on the sunshine 
email list that receives agenda packets.

On tonight’s Town Board agenda ....
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Steal of a deal! Updated and gorgeous 4brs, 4 and 1/2 bath home is Highlands. Luxury
bath, chef’s kitchen, 2 stone fireplaces, large ensuites, bunk room, decks for taking in the

mountain view. Luxuriously furnished and the BEST DEAL in town! 
Offered for $1,695,000

This gentle 2.05-acre in-town lot is tucked within the prestigious Brushy Face
community, just minutes from the shops, dining, and amenities of downtown Highlands.
The homesite has already been thoughtfully prepared, with a cleared building site and

roughed-in driveway for easy access. A 4-bedroom septic system is in place, and
connections to town water and high-speed internet are available, streamlining the

building process. Enveloped by native flora and fauna, with a charming stream
meandering through the property. 

Offered for $245,000

Nestled in one of Highlands’ most coveted in-town communities, this expansive 2.20±
acre in Brushy Face offers the perfect canvas for your mountain dream home. Gently
rolling topography, paired with native rhododendron, plants and lush flora, creates a
private and serene setting just minutes from downtown. The home site has already

been thoughtfully prepared—with selective clearing and a 5-bedroom septic system
installed! Town water and high-speed fiber optic internet are available, providing

modern convenience without sacrificing mountain charm. The seller has house plans
available and is willing to share them with the next fortunate owner. 

Offered for $399,000

Highlands newest subdivision with plans for 15 elegant cottages! Superb quality with
exemplary details from doors to floors! Spacious rooms, outdoor fireplaces, and windows

galore! The latest bells and whistles to ring in the New Year. Natural landscapes and
gated, only a 5 minute drive to downtown. 

Offered for $3,200,000.

P A T  A L L E N
pat .a l len@al lentate .com

828 .200 .9 179

J U L I E  O S B O R N
ju l ie .osborn@al lentate .com

828 .200 .6 165

Voted America’s Best

Build it Your Way in Desirable Brushy Face

We Care ... We Share



• See FUNDING page 7

Page 4 - Highlands Newspaper - Thurs. Jan. 15, 2026 - 828-200-1371

Bryson’s Food StoreBryson’s Food Store
Proudly Serving Highlands, North Carolina since 1977

The best meals start here!The best meals start here!

103 Highlands Plaza, Highlands, NC • (828) 526-3775

 Open daily 
7:30a to 6:30p

Wine Tasting every 
Thursday, 2-5p

There is GRAND RE-OPENING of Don Leon’s on 
Sunday, January 25 from 1–4 pm! 

Come join the fun and meet the new owners, Ivanet and Juan Avila, 
wish Leon and Susan a happy retirement, and 

enjoy an afternoon of great food and live music.
Dine in or Call in your order for Pickup! • 828-482-1513 

462 Dillard Road, Highlands (across from Dusty’s)

Open for
Breakfast &

Lunch
8a to 3p Pet Friendly Place Where Friends Meet

Open Tues. - Sat. 

Bronze sculpture • Paintings 
Vintage & Antique Collectables & 

Furniture • Costume Jewelry

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

�E llFE 
�!� 

Hours: 9am-5pm 
Mon-Sat 

828-526-5999
wholelifehighlands@icloud.com 
LOCATED AT 680 M 'ITII ST, IIIGlllAMDS NEcm Organic smoothie/juice

bar located 
inside Whole 

a �.&.ID Life Market 

...FUNDING continued from page 1
said Macon County Schools Superinten-
dent Josh Lynch. “Reversing the current 
trend will require sustained commitment, 
thoughtful policy decisions, and a shared 
understanding that strong public schools 
are foundational to the state’s economic 
health and quality of  life.” 

NC’s public-school funding started a 
significant decline around 2008-2009, with 
inflation-adjusted per-student funding 
dropping sharply after the Great Reces-
sion, continuing under subsequent legisla-
tive actions that reduced state revenue and 
investment, leading to lower funding ef-
forts and a greater reliance on local funds 
by the 2020s. 

Pre-2000s: The state’s share of  the 
General Fund for education had already 
been slowly decreasing since 1970.

Around 2008-2009: Funding cuts be-
gan in earnest, predating the state’s GOP 
takeover in 2011 but continuing under Re-
publican leadership, with steep reductions 
in K-12 and higher education spending.

2011-2012 & After: The end of  fed-
eral emergency aid and major tax cuts for 
corporations and the wealthy exacerbated 
the cuts, causing real per-student funding 
to fall significantly.

2003-2025: Inflation-adjusted per-
student funding for the Department of  
Public Instruction fell by 13% by 2025 
compared to 2003 levels, showing a long-
term downward trend. 

According to the Education Law 
Center’s recent “Making the Grade” re-
port, North Carolina’s “fall from grace” 
in public education stems from years of  
chronic under-funding, leading to low 
rankings nationally in per-pupil spending 
and funding efforts as a percent of  Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP), while exacer-
bating teacher shortages with low pay and 
burnout. 

“The report highlights a long-stand-
ing issue in North Carolina,” said Super-
intendent Lynch. “Education funding has 
not kept pace with the state’s economic 
growth or the rising costs of  operating 
public schools.”

Lynch said districts like Macon Coun-
ty Schools have limited flexibility at the lo-
cal level, so meaningful improvement will 
require renewed and sustained investment 
at the state level, along with stable federal 
support. 

“Local efficiency is important, but it 
cannot resolve a systemic funding gap,” he 
said.

In addition, funding private school 
vouchers has caused state funding to be 

diverted from public schools despite on-
going court orders to fully fund public 
schools.

This disinvestment has coincided 
with declining public-school enrollment 
as families seek school choice, creating 
challenges for district budgets and re-
source allocation. 

Critics cite years of  deliberate legis-
lative choices prioritizing private school 
expansion over robust public-school in-
vestment as the primary driver of  this 
decline. 

The 1994 Leandro vs. the State of  
NC was about fulfilling the constitutional 
promise of  equal educational opportu-
nity for every child in North Carolina, 
regardless of  their zip code or family in-
come.

In 1994, five low-wealth school dis-
tricts (Hoke, Halifax, Robeson, Vance, 
Cumberland) sued the state, highlighting 
that local property taxes, though consid-
ered high, couldn’t generate enough rev-
enue for equal education, violating the 
state’s constitutional duty.

Judges have ordered the state to 
fund parts of  the plan, but the Repub-
lican-controlled legislature has resisted, 
arguing courts can’t mandate spending, 
leading to prolonged legal conflict over 
separation of  powers.

The case remains active, with courts 
debating the legislature’s obligation to 
fully fund the remedial plan, impacting 
millions of  students and highlighting 
deep inequalities in NC’s public educa-
tion system. 

According to the “Making the 
Grade” report, without adequate fund-
ing, school systems struggle to recruit 
and retain high-quality educators; have 
limited resources for students – especial-
ly those with high needs – and threatens 
North Carolina’s standing as a business-
friendly state by undermining the work-
force’s education. 

Consequently, now North Carolina 
ranks at or near the bottom in education 
funding categories despite being one of  
the wealthiest states in the country.

The report ranks states on funding 
level, the spending per student, and fund-
ing effort, and how much North Carolina 
is investing relative to the state’s econo-
my. North Carolina is currently ranked at 
or near the bottom in both categories.

North Carolina received an ‘F’ for 
both categories, receiving 50 for funding 
level and last for funding effort.
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114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742 

AndreaGabbard@gmail.com
Recognized as the top .002% of NC Agents 

by Real Trends

66 Summit Trail, Highlands 
$2,450,000 • MLS# 1002246 

4 Woodland Lane,Highlands 
$1,350,000 • MLS# 1001756

2741 Magnolia Drive, Highlands
$1,495,000 • MLS 1002338

...SWATTING continued from page 1

Brett Lamb 
Highlands School 
Athletic Director

•HS Sports Recap•
Varsity hoops shine while swim team 

makes waves in Asheville

It was a marathon week for 
Highlands High School ath-
letics, featuring a grueling 

stretch of  conference play on the 
hardwood and a historic show-
ing in the pool. While the Middle 
School squads faced tough sled-
ding on the road, the High School 
programs showed why they are 
the teams to beat in the region.
Varsity Girls: Defensive Mas-
terclass & Overtime Drama

The Lady Highlanders (9-4, 
2-0) had a rollercoaster week that show-
cased their grit. They opened with a 36-
23 victory over Summit, orchestrated by a 
“stingy” second-half  defense that allowed 
just 5 total points after the break to erase 
an 8-point halftime deficit. Jordyn Borino 
and Hunter Conner led the charge with 13 
points each, while Conner dominated the 
glass with 9 rebounds and 6 blocks.

Thursday brought a heartbreaker 
against Robbinsville. Despite falling behind 
by 15 early, Highlands roared back to force 
overtime. While the Lady Knights ultimate-
ly escaped with a 45-41 win, the individual 
performances were legendary. Jordyn Bori-
no poured in 22 points, and Hunter Conner 
recorded a monster stat line: 12 points and 
a career-high 16 blocked shots.

The girls bounced back Friday, routing 
conference rival Blue Ridge 53-29.

• Anabelle Hays notched a career-high 
double-double (14 pts, 14 rebs).

• Charlotte Westendorf  added 12 
points and 8 rebounds.

• Hunter Conner continued her inte-
rior dominance with 13 rebounds.

Varsity Boys: High-Octane Offense
The Highlander boys went 2-1 on the 

week, highlighted by a balanced attack and 
dominant rebounding.

Opponent Result Top Performer	
Key Stats

Summit: W 57-41 Isaiah Vilardo	 16 
pts, 10 rebs

Robbinsville: L 55-65		   
Paolo McRae 16 pts, 8 rebs

Blue Ridge: W 62-45	

Paolo McRae	 21 pts
The Friday win over Blue 

Ridge saw Bryan Jarquin chip in 
15 points and Jayven Alvarado 
add 9, proving the Highlanders 
have depth to match their star 
power.

Swimming: Small Team, 
Big Splash

The Highlands Varsity Swim 
Team traveled to the Asheville 
JCC on Wednesday for an 8-team 
invitational. Despite having only 

four members, the Highlanders finished 
3rd overall against much larger 5A and 6A 
schools.

Aniah McKim (3-time Academic All-
American) led the way, winning both the 50 
Freestyle and 100 Breaststroke to score 32 
points and earn an automatic qualification 
for Regionals in Charlotte. 

Ian Batista (2nd in 200 IM) and Ivan 
Shchelgachov (4th in 200 Free) also posted 
stellar times, while Trinity Fernandez-Fouts 
finished 7th out of  8 entire girls’ teams by 
herself! 

All four swimmers have now qualified 
for Regionals with consideration times.
Junior Varsity & Middle School Round-

up
•	 JV Boys: Split their week, edging 

out Summit 32-29 behind 10-point efforts 
from Jake Smith and Jonathan Carpenter. 
They later fell to a powerhouse Robbinsville 
squad 70-16.

•	 Middle School: A tough week on 
the road at Towns County, with the girls fall-
ing 26-12 and the boys dropping a close 48-
39 battle.

Upcoming Schedule
Thursday, Jan 15
• MS Basketball: vs Summit (Home)
Friday, Jan 16
• HS Basketball: vs Nantahala (YOUTH 

RECOGNITION NIGHT)
• Swim Meet: @ Rabun Gap

Note to Fans: Come out Friday night 
to support our future Highlanders during 
Youth Recognition Night 

The morning of  Thursday, Jan. 8, 
FBI and NCSBI investigators met with 
the Highlands Police Department to dis-
cuss the ongoing cases.

Ongoing investigations and research 
has revealed that similar incidents are cur-
rently occurring in cities and towns across 

the United States. 
According to Public Information 

Director with NCSBI, Chad Flowers, the 
FBI is working the national angle and 
the NCSBI is working the local Western 
North Carolina angle.

• See SWATTING page 6
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•Investing at 4,118 Ft• 

Lauren Dahl
828-279-4700

lauren@landmarkrg.com

When more isn’t more: Choosing focus over scale

As we move into a new year, the 
business conversation everywhere 
seems to center on growth. Big-

ger teams. More locations. More visibility. 
More volume. More, more, more.

And while growth can absolutely be 
healthy, it’s worth pausing to ask a harder 
question: growth toward what end, ex-
actly?

In service-based industries like ours 
(especially in higher-end and luxury real 
estate) bigger does not automatically mean 
better. In fact, unchecked expansion often 
creates the very problems it’s meant to 
solve: diluted standards, inconsistent cli-
ent experiences, bloated overhead, and a 
culture that prioritizes appearances over 
accountability.

Over the past year that I’ve been with 
Landmark, I’ve spent a lot of  time thinking 
about what responsible leadership actually 
looks like in this market. And the conclu-
sion I keep coming back to is this: some-
times the most strategic form of  growth is 
intentional restraint.

Running a brokerage isn’t about main-

being the biggest brokerage on the Pla-
teau. It’s on building the most reliable one. 
A team that is intentionally small, highly 
skilled, and intensely professional. A team 
where every seat is earned and every agent 
understands the responsibility that comes 
with representing clients at the highest lev-
els of  the market. A team that is collabora-
tive at its core and that works together to 
get the best outcomes for our clients. 

That kind of  clarity creates confidence 
internally and externally. It allows systems 
to work better, collaboration to be stron-
ger, and clients to feel genuinely supported 
rather than passed along.

Leadership isn’t about avoiding hard 
conversations or delaying necessary change. 
It’s about making thoughtful decisions ear-
ly, before circumstances force your hand. 
It’s about choosing long-term strength over 
short-term comfort.

As we head into this new year, I’m 
proud of  the direction Landmark is taking, 
not because it’s flashy, but because it’s in-
tentional. In a market built on trust, experi-
ence, and relationships, precision matters. 
And doing less, when done deliberately, can 
be the most strategic move of  all.

• Lauren Dahl is the General Manager and 
Broker-in-Charge at Landmark Realty Group 
and Landmark Vacations where she supports an 
elite team of  brokers. She can be reached at 828-
279-4700 or via email at lauren@landmarkrg.
com.

taining optics or keeping 
everyone comfortable. It’s 
about stewardship: of  cli-
ents’ trust, of  agents’ liveli-
hoods, and of  the long-term 
health of  the business itself. 
That responsibility requires 
making decisions that aren’t 
always popular in the short 
term but are necessary for 
stability and excellence in the 
long term.

For me, that has meant 
getting very clear about stan-
dards.

I believe a real estate 
brokerage should be made 
up of  professionals who treat our busi-
ness as a career, not a hobby; people who 
are present, accountable, and experienced; 
people I would trust without hesitation to 
handle the purchase or sale of  my own 
home, a close friend’s home, or a high-value 
referral with my name attached.

That single filter changes everything.
It influences how many brokers a com-

pany truly needs, how many 
offices it can responsibly 
support, and how resources 
should be allocated. It also 
forces an honest evaluation 
of  what’s working, what isn’t, 
and what no longer aligns 
with the vision of  the busi-
ness.

Streamlining is not a 
sign of  weakness. It’s a sign 
of  clarity in both mission and 
vision.

From the outside, 
change like this can be un-
comfortable to watch. It’s 
often misinterpreted as insta-

bility by those who equate scale with success 
or who benefited from the way things used 
to be. But thoughtful contraction, done pro-
actively, not reactively, is one of  the clearest 
indicators of  disciplined leadership.

Clients don’t benefit from a company 
having the most agents or the most signage. 
They benefit from consistency, competence, 
and trust. They benefit from knowing that 
when they call, they’ll speak with a real es-
tate professional who knows the market 
inside-and-out, communicates clearly, and 
treats their transaction with the seriousness 
it deserves.

In luxury real estate especially, discre-
tion and execution matter far more than 
noise.

Our focus moving forward is not on 

...SWATTING continued from page 5
Since all this began, Flowers said 

agents from three teams have been as-
signed to the cases: Bomb Squad Team, 
Tech Team and the Criminal Apprehen-
sion Team.

“We don’t know if  these calls are 
from the same person; we are trying to 
see if  there is any connection to a larger 
national group,” he said. “It could be one 
lone person targeting Highlands, but un-
til we know, we can’t rule out that it’s not 
part of  a country-wide group.”

Investigators say in many of  the cas-
es across the country and in Highlands, 
live-stream cameras were present in the 
affected areas. Hoax callers are aware that 
they can watch live-stream footage to ob-
serve law enforcement responses to these 
false calls, they said.

Authorities say even when they cannot 
directly observe a response, these individu-
als still seek attention through community 

reaction, publicity, and reports of  law en-
forcement activity on social media sites.

“We are getting closer, but no one 
is in custody,” said Flowers. “Several 
agents are working diligently on the 
case. But with today’s technology, tracing 
VPN calls is difficult.”

A “VPN call” means using a Virtual 
Private Network (VPN) to secure and 
privatize internet-based calls (VoIP), like 
those on WhatsApp, Zoom, or Signal, by 
encrypting voice data and hiding IP ad-
dresses, bypassing network blocks, and 
protecting callers from eavesdropping 
and tracking. A person activates a VPN 
app, connects to a server, then uses regu-
lar calling apps, adding a layer of  security 
and anonymity to voice communication. 

One method used by hoax callers 
to conceal their identities involves using 
computers, phones, or other internet-

• See SWATTING page 9
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Contact: (706) 782-0478

162 Legacy Point Clayton, GA 30525

www.mountainlakesmedicalcenter.com / www.mlmcphysiciansgroup.com 

CONNECT

Dr. Erica McVey, Audiologist 
University of Texas 

Dr. Keith Jackson, MD, ENT 
Emory University and  

Medical College of Georgia 

Ear, Nose and Throat (ENT) Audiology Care 

All in One Location!

Statistics verify that average per-pu-
pil funding levels continue to vary greatly 
among states. 

There is a funding gap of  more than 
$17,000 between the highest (New York) 
and lowest (Idaho) funded states, even 
after accounting for regional cost differ-
ences.

Seventeen states had at least a mod-
estly progressive distribution of  state and 
local funding relative to student poverty, 
but with 11 fewer progressive states than 
in 2022, which represents the first re-
versal of  progress after a five-year trend 
toward increasing progressivity among 
states.

Furthermore, states are making 
markedly different efforts to fund their 
public schools, where effort is defined as 
state and local revenue percentage of  the 
state’s GDP. 

The highest effort state (Vermont) 
makes more than double the effort to 
fund schools as the lowest effort state 
(North Carolina). 

Across the nation, while most states 
saw positive year-over-year growth in 
both education revenue and GDP, eco-
nomic growth outpaced investments in 
public education, resulting in declining 
effort in most states.

Though federal dollars are a small 
proportion of  overall education revenue, 
those dollars do contribute to a more eq-
uitable distribution of  funds relative to 
poverty in nearly every state.

Current federal upheaval is threaten-
ing public schools that are bracing for an 
FY ’26 federal budget that could dramati-
cally alter the financial support that states 
receive from the federal government. 

Threats against states and individual 
school districts whose policies are at odds 
with the administration’s priorities are al-
ready being realized. For example, more 
than $30 million in special education 
grants were terminated in September of  
2025, affecting 14 states. 

In each case, the notices cited dis-
trict language that referenced diversity, 
equity, inclusion, and racism. The cur-
rent administration canceled dozens of  
contracts within the U.S. Department of  
Education’s research branch, the Insti-
tute of  Education Sciences (IES), halting 
projects in various stages of  completion, 
many of  which should have been pro-
tected by congressional mandates.

According to the report, though 

Trump’s executive order to dismantle the 
Department of  Education is challenged 
in court, mass layoffs have undermined 
the ability of  the department to execute 
its core mission — to promote student 
achievement and ensure equal access to 
educational opportunity. 

The Office of  Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education, the Office of  Civil 
Rights, the Office of  English Language 
Acquisition, and the Office of  Special 
Education Programs have all been af-

fected by layoffs that impede their ability 
to perform basic functions and leave the 
country’s most vulnerable students at risk, 
say authorities.

Superintendent Lynch said remedying 
the situation will require action at multiple 
levels. 

“At the state level, it means a renewed 
commitment to adequately funding pub-
lic education in alignment with the state’s 
economic capacity, increasing per-pupil 
expenditures, and addressing inequities be-

tween districts.”
He said continued attention to 

court-mandated obligations related to 
providing a sound basic education is also 
critical.

Macon County Representative Karl 
Gillespie said he wasn’t familiar with the 
report and wanted to research it before 
answering questions.

Senator Kevin Corbin was contacted 
for comments but he was unable to  re-
spond by press time.

...FUNDING continued from page 4
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•Highlands Dining•

Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p • Sun. 11a to 7p 
Closed Tuesdays

828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
at Highlander Mountain House 

Open for 
LUNCH

Wednesday-Saturday
11:30-3p

Open for
SUNDAY BRUNCH

with Blue Grass music
10a-3p

Open for 
DINNER

Wednesday-Saturday
5:30-9p

highlandermountainhouse.com
290 Main Street • Highlands • 828-526-2590

Now serving wine, 
beer & coffee! 

Open to the public!

Coffee Bar 8a to 4p daily
Wine/Beer Bar:
Thurs-Sat 5-10p

208 N. 5th St. • Village Square • Next to Pine St. Park

Sandwich shop and 
gourmet food market

Open Year-Round
Mon.-Fri.. 11:30a to 4p 

Sat., noon-4

The Secret Garden

Call (828) 305-7509 to place a pick-up order.
Catering and Custom Charcuterie

Courtyard and Indoor seating!Courtyard and Indoor seating!

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round
Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Lunch: 11a-3:30p 
Dinner: 

5:30p - closed
No Dinner Sundays

Open 6 Days 
Closed Wednesdays

•Letters•

Tuck into Tasty Mexican Favorites  
& the Best Margaritas in Highlands

THE LIFE OF THE PARTY 
From our kitchen to your fiesta: we cater 
birthdays, team lunches, or game days

DINE IN OR TAKE IT TO GO 
226 South 4th Street, Highlands, NC

A history of our 
immigration laws

• See LETTERS page 9

Dear Editor,
The Immigration Act of  1990 was the last time sig-

nificant changes were made to legal immigration and is 
considered outdated for today’s challenges. In 2013 a bi-
partisanship bill passed the Senate with a strong major-
ity, including provisions for border security, E-Verify, and 
a pathway to citizenship, but failed to get a House vote 
due to lack of  support from House Republicans. It is my 
opinion that Republicans were against E-Verify as they 
wanted businesses to be able to continue to hire cheaper 
labor. If  it had passed, businesses would have been re-
quired to check legal status before hiring people. Vari-
ous other bills, like the American Dream and Promise 
Act (2019, 2021) and bipartisan border security packages 
(2024), have passed one chamber but failed to advance in 
the other. The latest bill, written by a Republican in 2024, 
did not pass because Donald Trump told the House Re-
publicans to not vote for it. My opinion is that he knew 
his only path to the Presidency was to use Biden’s failed 
policies on immigration. I do believe that our elected of-
ficials in both parties have let us down. 

As a result of  the failure to pass sensible laws, mil-
lions of  illegals have been able to remain in the U.S. for 
years working, paying taxes and raising families. They are 
not rapists and murderers. I believe our country owes it 
to them to have a process however long, that allows this 
group to remain here. I have never heard any economist 
say we do not need immigrants for our economy to con-
tinue to grow. Do you really think we have enough citi-
zens to do all jobs that are currently being filled by illegal 
immigrants. Really! Or maybe those white South Afri-
cans who are the only refugees President Trump wants 
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...SWATTING continued from page 6

...LETTERS continued from page 8

Eyelbrow
Lifting and 

Shaping Event 
Saturday, January 17 

11a to 2p 

RSVP: 
828-482-0818

Limited appointments available. 
Call today to reserve your spot! 

322 Main Street, Highlands 

Eye brows are the key to your face and a key to 
natural beauty. Join us for a complimentary 

consultation with Dr. Anita Dormer. 
Get measured and shaped by our very own local 

Madison Avenue eyebrow specialist.

Dear Editor,
Thank you very much for Highlands 

Newspaper’s coverage of  the “Why Us 
Kids” December 4 Bingo sponsored by 
the Rotary Club of  Highlands. Because of  
you, Gracie is one step closer to her goal 
of  bringing trauma counselors back into 
schools, especially elementary schools.

Thank you for raising awareness 
for ‘Why Us Kids’

•Obituary•
Jack Louis Sapolsky

Jack Louis Sapolsky, 
M.D. passed away peacefully 
on Friday, December 19, 
2025.

He is survived by his 
loving husband of  46 years, 
Richard Bordeaux, and his 
loyal, loving niece, Tiby 
Weinstein, of  Greenville, 
SC. Jack was predeceased by 
his parents, Thelma D. and I. 
Louis Sapolsky, and a sister, 
Betty Trent Weinstein.

Dr. Sapolsky was born in Jackson-
ville, FL in 1938. After graduating from 
local schools, he received a B.A. degree 
from Duke University and his medical 
degree from the University of  Tennes-
see. He served an internship and surgi-
cal residency at Duval Medical Center in 
Jacksonville, FL. Dr. Sapolsky entered 
the U.S. Army Medical Corps in 1965 
and served in the Republic of  Viet Nam 
for which was awarded the Bronze Star 
Medal or exceptional meritorious ser-
vice. Following discharge from the mili-
tary Dr. Sapolsky served his Urology 
residency at Vanderbilt University.

In 1972 Dr. Sapolsky returned to 
his hometown of  Jacksonville, FL, to 
enter the private practice of  Urology at 
the McIver Clinic. During his years of  
private practice, he served as Chief  of  
Urology, Chief  of  Department of  Sur-
gery, and President of  the Medical Staff  
at Baptist Medical Center as well as the 
Duval County Medical Society. He re-
tired from medical practice in 1999.

After moving perma-
nently to Highlands, NC, Dr. 
Sapolsky enjoyed his retire-
ment years in the mountains 
with his husband, Richard, 
and their beloved dogs. His 
lifelong love of  classical 
music led him to be an avid 
supporter of  the Highlands-
Cashiers Chamber Music Fes-
tival which he served as both 
board member and president 
of  the board, successfully 

leading the organization through some of  
its most challenging and difficult times in 
the wake of  the 2008 global financial col-
lapse.

For years Jack and Richard have been 
ardent supporters of  the festival and grate-
ful, enthusiastic participants in the com-
munity life of  Highlands. Jack will always 
be remembered for his hearty laugh, his 
kindness, and – perhaps above all - his 
generosity. Jack was a passionate lover of  
animals, particularly dogs, and will be es-
pecially missed by his two devoted Labra-
doodles, Daisy and Emma.

There will be no formal funeral ser-
vice but a celebration of  life will occur at 
a later date.

Memorials may be made to High-
lands-Cashiers Chamber Music Festival 
at 507 Chestnut Street, Highlands, NC 
28741.

Online condolences can be left at 
www.bryantgrantfuneralhome.com Bry-
ant-Grant Funeral Home & Crematory is 
honored to serve the Sapolsky family.

will clean our hotel rooms and harvest our 
food.

So, what do we have today. Masked 
ICE men storming our communities. 
The Wall St. Journal has stated that many 
new hires are not qualified for the job and 
then are inadequately trained. That was so 
obvious in the way the ICE agents dealt 
with Renee Good. Perhaps she should 
have gotten out of  the car when the agent 
was trying to open her door. However, it 
is clear from the video that she was mur-
dered. So now I speak to the women in 
our community. What would you do if  you 
were exercising your 1st amendment rights 
and masked men with guns surrounded 
your car. I suspect like me you would have 
been frightened to get out of  your car. She 

was clearly turning her wheels away from 
hitting the ICE agent as she was leaving 
the scene. There is no way she was ram-
ming him. Donald Trump, Kristi Noem 
and J.D. Vance are liars. Don’t believe me, 
watch the video.

This is America, not Russia with 
their KGB or ‘30s Germany with their 
Gestapo or are we with our secret police 
called ICE? For more information on 
our immigration history, go to Wikipedia. 
Then tell me Donald Trump’s policies are 
the right ones for a republic that claims 
to be predominately Christian. Surely 
there is a better way! 

Linda Arnold 
Highlands

We are thrilled to tell you the event 
raised $10,700 for Gracie’s awareness ef-
forts. She looks forward to her bi-annual 
Youth Rally and continued work to raise 
awareness of  the importance of  mental 
health among North Carolina legislators.

This letter comes with our personal 
• See LETTERS page 14

connected devices that have been infect-
ed with malware or viruses, authorities 
said. 

These infections allow a hacker, or 
malicious actor to exploit the device’s 
login information, location data, or IP 
address without the owner’s knowledge. 
The compromised devices are then used 
to create fake accounts or phone num-
bers to place swatting calls. When law 
enforcement attempts to trace the source 
of  the activity, it often leads back to the 
infected device rather than the actual in-
dividual responsible.

According to Highlands Police 

Chief  Andrea Holland, the hoax calls are 
expected to continue but the department 
will stay vigilant.

“We urge everyone to remain cautious 
in their online activities and to be mind-
ful of  what they click or open on phones 
and computers. Never click links or open 
attachments from anyone (including things 
apparently sent by friends or family) with-
out first verifying that the sender intended 
to share the item,” said Chief  Holland.

Installing reputable antivirus software 
and keeping it up to date can help protect 
devices from becoming compromised, she 
said.



Pastor Sam Forrester
Whiteside Presbyterian Church, 
Cashiers
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Spiritually Speaking 
 • Places to Worship •

BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor 706-782-3965
Sundays: School:10 a.m. , Worship:11 

Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.

BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 
CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Rev. Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298
Sundays: School at 9:30; Worship 10:30

 GRACE CHAPEL ON HIGH HOLLY
9615 Dillard Rd Scaly Mountain, N C.

Pastor Steve Kerhoulas. http://www.Graceonhighholly.com
Sunday School 9:45; Worship 11; Prayer Service Wed 5:30p 

Men’s and Women’s Bible Study throughout the week 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

The Rev’d Dr. Marc Robertson & Rev. Nick McGee
464 U.S. Hwy. 64E, Cashiers, NC 

CAC@christanglicancashiers.org • 828-743-1701
Sunday: Adult Christian Ed, 9:15a; Holy Eucharist, 10:30a; 

Fellowship 11:45a; Wed: Bible Study/Contemplative Prayer, 5p
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY. CASHIERS
Pastor Jacob Tedder • Jacob@cashiers.church • 743-5470 

www.cashiers.church
Sun. 10:45a; Wed Study5:15p supper and childcare.

CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH

www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC • Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  

Sun: Service 10:45am, Children’s 10:30am
Wed.: Youth 5:30-7pm; Women’s Bible Study: Mon. 4:30pm, Tues. 

10am; Men’s Bible Study: Wed. & Thurs. 7am @ Zookeeper 
Bistro

EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev. W. Bentley Manning, Rector • 526-2968

5th and Main streets • www.incarnationwnc.org
Sunday: Rite I, spoken, 8 am in Chapel, Rite II with Choir 10:30 

am in Sanctuary, Wed: Healing Eucharist 12 pm in Chapel, 
Morning Prayer: Mon-Thurs 8:30 am in Chapel

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org

Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor • 220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Women’s 10:30 am
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Rev. Emily Wilmarth, pastor, Rev. Kelley Connelly Asso. Pastor
828-526-3175 • fpchighlands.org

Sun.: Adult Ed.: 10a; Worship 11a.; Tues: Men’s Group 10a;
 Wed: Bell Choir 4p. Chancel Choir:5:30p
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH

(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 
Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am

GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship

242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville. NC • 743-2729 • Nathan Johnson

Sunday: School 9:45a. Worship 11a & 7p. Bible Study 6p
Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.

HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  

Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays: Worship:11 
HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Dan Robinson • 11339 Buck Creek Road
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily 

sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a. & 6p. Wednesday Worship is 6p
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

 Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376
In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services

 909a Bluegrass and 11a Traditional
 www.highlandsmethodist.org

HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA
2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741

Rev. Ken Langsdrof
Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.

Visit our website: Holy Family Lutheran Highlands NC
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH

8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11. Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.

MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
Franklin • 828-634-1312 • mountainsynagoguewnc.com.
Services: 1st Fri. and 3rd Sat. and Rosh Hashanah & Yom 

Kippur. 
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 

743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church. 4224 Big Ridge 

(4.5 miles from NC 107) 
Weds: Youth Group 6 p.m.; Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; 

OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone – 526-2418
Sat. 4pm 5/24/25-10/25/25; Sun. - 11am 

SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby

Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Richard Salmonson

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
ST. JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

Mass: Sun. 9a (English); Mon. 9:30a (Vatican II in Latin); Tues. 
7p (Spanish); Wed.,9:30a (English)

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: • 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood

Sunday Service (summer): 9am & 11am
Visit our website: www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com 

Our Bazaar Barn supports outreach in the community.
Open Fri & Sat. 11am-3pm

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 
85 Sierra Drive. Franklin • uufranklin.org  

Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers •828-743-2122
Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am

• See SPIRITUALLY page 11

Man’s 
spiritual state

Paul addresses in Ephesians 2:1 the spiritual estate of  
all men. “And you He made alive, Who were dead 
in trespasses and sins.” This is one of  the defining 

passages of  Scripture. It is so, because it shows all men in 
the same condition before God. In Genesis 2:17 God told 
Adam, “But of  the tree of  the knowledge of  good and evil; 
you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of  it you shall 
surely die.” We understand from Paul in Ephesians and Ro-
mans, Adam ate and died, immediately, not a physical death 
but a spiritual death. The time between his spiritual death 
and his physical death was a time of  grace. God had a plan. 
He would redeem some out of  this spiritual death to be 
his people. Romans 6:23 says “The wages of  sin is death.” 
Adam began drawing his wages with his spiritual death. He 
passed that first payment on to all who followed him by 
ordinary generation. 

How do we know men who follow Adam are still 
spiritually dead? Romans 8:6 “For to be carnally minded 
is death.” Every man who refuses to hear the gospel and 
believe on Jesus is spiritually dead, his mind is sinful and his 
heart is hard and unresponsive.

Paul tells the Ephesians, “you were dead in trespasses 
and sins.” He can say this because everyone who does not 
believe in Jesus Christ is dead. Proverbs 21:16 says, “A man 
who wanders from the way of  understanding will rest in 
the assembly of  the dead.” Adam led all from the path of  
understanding, therefore, all died. This is the legacy of  all 
men. It is important that you understand this to properly 
understand the rest of  the gospel message. Jesus was sent 
into the world to rescue some of  these sinful men from 
this spiritual death What is a rescue when the person being 
rescued is not really in any danger? The rescue of  men from 
this state of  spiritual death is indeed a heroic rescue because 
it brings them back from a hopeless situation. Paul says in 
Ephesians 2:4-5. “But God, who is rich in mercy, because 
of  His great love with which He loves us, even when we 
were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ 
(by grace you have been saved)”.

How do we know the situation of  man is hopeless. Paul 
says they were dead, “in trespasses and sins.” Trespasses are 
those things that have drawn you away from the straight and 
narrow path. Sins are those things which are inclinations of  
thoughts, words, and deeds. Those attempts at things which 
miss the mark. The mark would be, those things that were 
given at creation, to glorify God. So, both sins of  omission 
and commission are included in these trespasses and sins.

One of  the things that causes some people a prob-
lem with this idea of  spiritual death is the fact that simply 
because a man is spiritually dead does not mean he can-
not at times do things that seem good in the eyes of  other 
men. Most theologians will admit that even unregenerate 
men can do some good in the eyes of  other men. John Cal-
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•Police & Fire Reports•
Highlands Police entries 

from Dec. 16. Only the names 
of persons arrested, issued a 
summons/citation, issued a 
Class-3 misdemeanor or those 
of public officials have been 
used. 

Dec. 16
• At 1 p.m., officers received a 

call about harassing and trespassing 
at a residence on Hickory Hill Road. 

Dec. 21
• Erika Christina Vann, 28, of 

Dillard, GA, was arrested for DUI, 

fleeing and eluding and resisting ar-
rest. She was issued a $800 secured 
bond. Her trial date is Jan. 14.

Accidents 
Dec. 24
• Vehicle-1 was traveling south 

on South 3rd Street. Vehicle-2 was 

...SPIRITUALLY continued from page 10

stopped at stop sign at intersection 
of South 3rd Street and NC-28, pre-
paring to make a right turn. Vehicle-1 
failed to stop, striking Vehicle-2 in left, 
rear corner; resulting in damage to 
both vehicles. Both vehicles came to 
rest in the roadway.

Jan. 2
• Unit 1 and Unit 2 were trav-

eling West on Horse Cove Rd. near 
5th St. Unit 2 slowed and started 
making a left turn into the parking 
spots on Horse Cove Rd. Unit 1 hit 
the left rear of Unit 2.

The Highlands Fire & Res-
cue log from Jan. 6

Jan. 6
• At 9:55 a.m., the dept. was 

first-responders to a residence on 
Rocky Hill Road.

• At 3:20 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a call of a LP gas leak at 
a residence on US 64 west (Franklin 
Road).

• At 3:22 p.m., the dept. pro-
vided traffic control on US 64 west 
(Franklin Road).

• At 4:08 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a location 
on Main Street.

Jan. 7
• At 12:06 p.m., the dept. was 

first-responders to a residence on 

Cottonwood Drive.
• At 10:47 p.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a call about a smoke 
odor at a residence on Forest Trail.

Jan. 8
• At 11:19 a.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a fire alarm at a loca-
tion on Oak Street.

• At 1:35 p.m., the dept. inves-
tigated the cause of smoke at a resi-
dence on Brushy Face Road.

• At 5:32 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a loca-
tion on Carolina Way.

Jan. 9
• At 4:42 a.m., the dept. was 

first-responders to a residence at 
Lake Villa Court.

• At 6:01 p.m., the dept. assist-
ed Highlands Police Department at 
Main and 5th streets.

Jan. 10
• At 4:18 p.m., the dept. pro-

vided public assistance at a location 
on N. 4th Street.

• At 10:49 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a call of a downed tree 
on NC 106 (Dillard Road).

Jan. 11
• At 11:37 a.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a call of smoke at a 
residence on Hudson Road.

THE 
FIREWOOD COMPANY

Highlands • Cashiers • Atlanta

828.200.3050 
bobhenritze@gmail.com • www.firewoodcompany.net

vin wrote concerning some men 
that they had, “uniformly con-
ducted themselves in a most vir-
tuous manner through the whole 
course of  their lives” (Institutes 
of  Christian Religion, Vol. I, P. 
263, translated by John Allen). 
A thinking, observant man can-
not deny this. Scripture clearly 
teaches it. It is said of  King Joash 
in II Chronicles 24:2 that “Joash 
did what was right in the sight of  
the Lord all the days of  Jehoiada 
the priest.” After Jehoiada died 
he turned and did his own thing, 
even killing Jehoiada’s son, so he 
wouldn’t have to listen to God’s 
Word. Jesus said in Luke 6:33, 
“And if  you do good to those 
who are good to you, what credit 
is that to you? Even ‘sinners’ do 
that.” Unregenerate men can re-
spond in a crisis to help others, 
they do so because they can see 
themselves in a similar situation 
and see they may one day need 
help too. Most all men, can and 

do, at times, show some spark of  
compassion and goodness toward 
others, but you must not confuse 
this with spiritual good. If  a work 
is not a work of  true faith, then it 
does not come from a heart that 
sees the other person as having 
been created in the image of  God. 
Many in this world have learned 
that total selfishness is not an ac-
ceptable path to follow. They con-
trol their selfishness in some areas. 
You need to understand, total de-
pravity does not mean a person is 
as sinful as he could ever get.

It means that every area of  
his life has been touched by sin. 
This is what Paul means when he 
says, you are dead in your trans-
gressions and sins. You cannot 
know anything spiritual until you 
have been made spiritually alive. 
Natural man, the spiritually dead 
man, cannot know or compre-
hend anything spiritual. I Corin-
thians 2:14, “But the natural man 
does not receive the things of  the 

Spirit of  God, for they are fool-
ishness to him; nor can he know 
them, because they are spiritually 
discerned.” What can a dead man 
do? Nothing, absolutely nothing, 
the spiritually dead man cannot un-
derstand the things of  God for he 
has no spirit with which to receive 
and process the information, there-
fore, it sounds like foolishness to 
him. He will not accept the teach-
ing of  the Scripture. He cannot, 
for it is spiritually discerned and he 
does not have a living spirit. The 
only hope he has is the gospel of  
Jesus Christ. If  he will open his ears 
and listen and his heart and believe, 
he can be made alive in Jesus and 
begin to serve his Creator through 
faith in Jesus Christ. His state, then, 
becomes one of  spiritual life. “He 
who believes in the Son has ever-
lasting life; and He who does not 
believe the Son shall not see life, 
but the wrath of  God abides on 
Him” (John 3:36).

...SHERIFF continued from page 1
“Our candidates have al-

ready agreed to the rules, but 
I want everyone here to know 
what they are,” Blaine said. 
“Each candidate gets three 
minutes to answer the question 
and they also have one minute 
for rebuttal. Whoever goes first 
can do the rebuttal because they 
can rebut what comes second.”

He stressed that only one 
candidate would speak at a time 
and that personal attacks would 
not be permitted. “There is no 
personal or inflammatory lan-
guage — from our candidates 
or questions from the audi-
ence,” Blaine said. “Questions 
from the audience must be 
respectful and relevant to the 
sheriff ’s role.”

Despite those instruc-
tions, the forum became tense 
at several points, with support-

ers of  Cook repeatedly blurting 
out insults and personal attacks 
directed at Holbrooks while he 
was speaking. The interruptions 
prompted reminders from the 
moderator for the audience to 
remain respectful and allow each 
candidate to finish their remarks.

Before questions began, 
Blaine read prepared biogra-
phies for both candidates.

Holbrooks, who was elect-
ed sheriff  in 2022, began his law 
enforcement career in 1999 with 
the Macon County Sheriff ’s Of-
fice after earning his certificate 
from Southwestern Community 
College. He previously served 
on road patrol, later earning 
promotion to corporal and lieu-
tenant overseeing civil process 
and courthouse security. His 
experience also includes more 
than 15 years as a SWAT team 

leader and undercover work with 
a multi-agency narcotics unit 
across western North Carolina. 
Holbrooks’ family has served in 
law enforcement for three gen-
erations, including his father, for-
mer Sheriff  Homer Holbrook, 
who served 16 years in the role.

Following his introduction, 
Holbrooks offered a brief  open-
ing statement.

“First and foremost, thank 
you to the GOP for hosting this 
event and everyone in attendance 
this afternoon,” Holbrooks said. 
“Folks, as I sit here this after-
noon before you, I’m proud of  
what we have built. The accom-
plishments and improvements 
achieved under our leadership 
are nothing short of  amazing. 
Together we’ve made Macon 
County safer, stronger, and I’m 

• See SHERIFF page 14
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► 828-526-9325 ◄
Generators aren't just a "thing" we do, 

generators are all we do! 

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

Ryan M. Bears
Branch Leader

Cell: 803-271-5426
Off ce: 828-526-8784 

ryan.bears@allentate.com

AALLLLEEN TN TAATTE RE REEAALLTTOORRSS//PPAAT AT ALLLLEEN RN REEAALLTTY GY GRROOUUPP  
HHIIGGHHLLAANNDDS & CS & CAASHSHIIEERRS NS NCC

2460 Cashiers Road • Highlands 828-526-2395
highlandslawnandgarden.com

Kiln dried 
FIREWOODFIREWOOD
Delivery or pickup

Quality Tree Care & Removal 18+ years

Fully Insured828-200-9217

estimates@mendozatree.com
mendozatreeservices.com

Al  Stoneham
Realtor-Broker 

Luxury Home Specialist 
Licensed in NC & GA

Cell: 828-332-9767
al.stoneham@allentate.com

AALLLLEEN TN TAATTE RE REEAALLTTOORRSS//PPAAT AT ALLLLEEN RN REEAALLTTY GY GRROOUUPP  
HIHIGGHLHLAANNDSDS//SSCCAALLYY M MOOUUNNTTAAIINN//CCAASSHIHIEERRSS

Buck Creek Rd - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Road near the hos-

CHESTNUT STORAGE
Storage Units Available
Secure 24-Hour Access

Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms

Call today to find out why we’re
“Highlands Premier Facility”

828-482-1045 Look for our sign!

Crane 
Rentals 

Available

LISA THOMPSON
DOG SITTING

• daily drop-in visits
• overnight & extended 

stays
• dog walking

 828.424.4637

OLD� 
EDWARDS 
HOSPITALITY GROUP 

NOW HIRING 
for Key Sales 
Office Roles 

• EXPERIENCED HOTEURESORT Sales Manager
• EXPERIENCED HOTEURESORT Calering & Events 

Manager
• Sales Office Manager
• Sales Associate

Apply at www.oldedwardshosP.itali!Y.com/careers
Email careers@oldedwardsinn.com 

Phone: 828-787-2631 

Colleen Kerrigan, Broker
615-400-5498

colleen.kerrigan.wnc@gmail.com 

Authenticity, Honesty, Integrity 

Highlands Ollice 210 N. Fifth Street 

Need some help managing life?
Relationships?

Finding your purpose moving 
forward?

Join us Sundays at 9 a.m.
A small group environment -- 

breakfast included.
Live Stream -- Andy Stanley/

Northport CC
Join us for a 

non-denominational gathering
For more details, text Bee at 

404-307-1415
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•Classifieds•

• Same-day service for most maintenance 
and routine repairs.

• Top-tier diagnostic & programming tools 
– just like the dealer.

•  New tire, alignment & balancing  
equipment for precision and speed.

• Same experienced technicians.

We’re proud to be a family-owned company with 43 years in the 
business, and even prouder to now serve the Highlands community.

~ Bob Saladna, Owner

Here’s what’s Here’s what’s 
Highlands Automotive Highlands Automotive 

is all about!is all about!

We service ALL domestic and foreign vehicles. 
Also serving customers in:

Atlanta, GA | Dallas, TX | Houston, TX
Come see the difference.

828-787-2360
2851 Cashiers Road, Highlands

FOR SALE
WATERFALL – Sound Homesite. 

Rare 2-Acre homesite off Walkingstick Rd. 
Awesome sound of nearby waterfall, pri-
vate peaceful. Established neighborhood of 
fine homes. 10 minutes downtown. Power 
in Place. $76,000 Highlands Sotheby’s Inter-
national Realty 561-632-3781. (st. Jan. 1)

2005 PANOZ GTLM. CONVERT-
IBLE. – 67k miles. Factory Flag/Press Car, 
Road & Track Article. Flown to 24 Hour@

LeMans. $45K. I have it all. Call Sid at 478-
731-8451 or email, siddumas@gmail.com 
(st. 9/18)

FOR RENT
3 BED, 2 BATH HOUSE FOR RENT. 

Rolling Acres. $2,500/month. Available now. 
Huge yard. Hardwood floors. All appliances. 
Qualified dogs OK. Outdoor fire pit. Warm, 
friendly place and neighborhood. Call Dick 
at 828-200-4264. (st. Dec. 25)

4 BD/3BA FOR RENT HIGH-
LANDS – Updated farm home, located 
between Highlands & Cashiers off Hwy 64. 
$3,200/month, includes all utilities with high 
speed wifi. Call Marcy 828-482-4239 (st. 
7/10)

2BD/2BATH SINGLE WIDE $1,100 
per month internet included. First last secu-
rity. Mark 828-200-0765. (st. 5/29)

SERVICES 
MURPHY’S PAINT CO. - interior/

exterior painting/sheetrock repair/wallpa-
per removal/log homes/ decks. Insured. Free 
estimates. 828-332-0525 or 828- 421-8600. 

Classifieds:
$10 for first 10 words; 30 cents for each addi-

tional word; $5 for graphic; $2 for color highlight

Business Cards
$23 Black & White • $28 color

Cardinal CleanersCardinal Cleaners
Fine Dry Cleaning Since 1960

Next to Slabtown Pizza in Cashiers
828-743-9100

ATTENTION:
HIGHLANDS

Dry Cleaning Customers!
Bring this ad for a 
20% discount 
on your first order 

AND
All subsequent orders.

Next to 
Slabtown 

Pizza
in Cashiers

We look forward to serving you!

(3/12)
EXPERIENCED PRIVATE IN-

HOME CARE. Resume upon request. Mori 
Smith. 228383-4448.(st. 12/4)

QUALITY HOUSEKEEPING – Mori 
Smith. 228-383-4448. Resume upon request. 
Serving Highlands and Franklin. (st. 12/4)

CREATURE COMFORTS – In House 
Pet or People sitting. Call Peg Ellis. Retired RN. 
References available. 828-200-1028. (st. 11/20)

PLATEAU PAINTERS – Interior and 
exterior painting, pressure washing, decks, and 
sanding and staining wood floors. Division 
of Chatlos Construction. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. Call Mike at 828-200-4071. (6/26) 

JUNK REMOVAL SERVICE – We take 
anything. Call 828-200-0492 (7/31) 

HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS HANDY-
MAN – Chatlos Construction – Remodels, 
Additions, Framing, Siding, Roofing, Decks, 
Painting. References. Insured. 828-200-4071. 
(4/30)

NEED FURNITURE MOVED OR 
ANYTHING HAULED AWAY? Call or 
text James of Going Gone at 828-421-2655. 
(7/31)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/KEVIN 
VINSON: scanning photos, slides & nega-
tives to CD or DVD for easier viewing. Video 
transfer to DVD. Everything done in house. 
Leave message at 828-526-5208.

Elevated Home Maintenance & Repairs, LLC
A Step Above the Rest

Carpentry • Tile Work • Drywall • Remodels
Painting • Flooring • General Labor • Realtor Punchlists

(828) 371-9071
ElevatedHomeMaintenance.com
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POOL SCHEDULE
• Lap Swim: Mon.-Fri. 6am-

9:45am, and Saturday 10am-
11pm - 6 lanes. Water Aero-
bics: 18 y+ Mon.-Fri. 10-11am 
with Karen Chambers. Adult 
Swim: 18y+ Mon.-Thurs. 11am-
3:30pm, Friday 11am-1:30pm. 
Public Swim: Mon. thru Thurs.. 
3:30-7pm, Saturday 11am-6pm 
and Sunday 1-6pm

PICKLE BALL 
• At the Recreation Dept. 

every Monday - Friday 10am-
1pm indoors for the winter 
(notice the days and time has 
changed), 

MOUNTAIN FIND-
INGS 

Winter Hours: Friday & 
Saturdays. Open: 10 am - 1 pm. 
Spruce Street. www.mountain-
findings.org

ICE SKATING IN PARK
OPEN MON. JAN., 19 FOR 

MARTIN  
LUTHER KING DAY
• Thurs., 3:30-8p; Fri. 3:30-

10p; Sat. 1-10p, Sun. 1-5p Hours 
will be extending during Thanks-
giving and Christmas vacations. 
$8 with or without skates.

ALL WEEK
• Scaly Mountain/High-

lands/Cashiers Alcoholics 
Anonymous “Open Meetings” 
are for anyone who thinks they 
may have a drinking problem or 
for anyone interested in the A.A. 
recovery program. Open meet-
ings are held at Scaly Mountain 
@ Grace Chapel, 9915 Dillard 
Rd., Scaly Mountain each Tues 
at 5:30 pm and Highlands @ 
the 1st Presbyterian Church, 
471 Main St., on Monday at 5:30 
p.m. and on Wednesday & Fri-
days @ 12:00 noon. Open in-
person meetings are also held 

in Cashiers @ the Albert Carlton 
Cashiers Community Library, 249 
Frank Allen Rd. on Sunday at 
5pm, on Tuesday @ 7 pm, on Fri-
day at 5 pm and on Saturday at 9 
am. For more information please 
visit our website www.aawnc80.
org or to speak with a member 
of  A.A. 24/7 call our HELP Line 
828 349-4357

Thurs., Jan. 8
At PAC, National Theatre 

Live: A Streetcar Named Desire 
at 5 p.m. For tickets, call 828-526-
9047.

Fri., Jan. 16
At PAC’s MLT, the movie 

Rental Family, 2 and 5:30 p.m. For 
tickets, call 828-526-9047.

Sat., Jan. 17
At PAC’s MLT, the movie 

Rental Family, 2 and 5:30 p.m. For 
tickets, call 828-526-9047.

Sun., Jan. 18
At PAC’s MLT, the movie 

Rental Family, 2 (with captions) 
and 5:30 p.m. For tickets, call 828-
526-9047.

Sat., Jan. 17
• At Highlands Mercantile 

on Main Street, Eyebrow Lifting 
and Shaping Event. 11a to 2p.. 
RSVP:828-482-0818 Limited ap-
pointments available. Call today 
to reserve your spot!

Sun. Jan. 25
• Grand Reopening of  Don 

Leon’s. 1-4pm. Come meet Don-
Juan and Ivanet (Eva)There will 
be free food and music. IT will be 
a time to celebrate our retirement 
and their new ownership. 

Fri. & Sat., Feb. 13-14
• PAC Outreach Theater 

Camp -- How to Audition Join 
us for a two-day theater camp de-
signed for young performers ages 
7–18. 10a to 3p. For tickets, call 
828-526-9047.

...LETTERS continued from page 9
thanks for reducing the stigma 
associated with mental illness 
and helping us to increase posi-
tive mental health through pre-
vention before intervention is 
necessary.

Thank you also for Bud 
Katz’s awesome “Here’s the 

Thing” column in the January 
1st edition. We have thanked 
him, too!

Gracie Parker, Jim 
“Opa” Parker and Elke 

“Oma” Kennedy
Franklin

committed to continuing that 
work as your sheriff.”

Cook, a longtime Macon 
County resident, was introduced 
next. He is a Navy veteran who 
served 20 years, retiring as a 
chief  petty officer, and later 
spent more than two decades in 
law enforcement with the Jack-
sonville Sheriff ’s Office in Flor-
ida. Cook said his experience 
spanned patrol, community po-
licing, narcotics, property crimes, 
and extensive undercover work 
focused on violent crime orga-
nizations. He moved to Macon 
County in 2015 and later worked 
at Southwestern Community 
College as an in-service training 
coordinator and certified North 
Carolina instructor.

In his opening remarks, 
Cook thanked attendees for 
coming out on a rainy afternoon.

He went on to describe his 
background, saying, “I stayed in 
the United States Navy till 1992. 
I did 20 years. I retired as a chief  
petty officer. A chief  petty offi-
cer is the one that makes things 
happen for the United States 
Navy.”

Describing his law enforce-
ment career, Cook said, “My 
biggest accomplishment in 
law enforcement — and I did 
14 years undercover narcot-
ics — I specialized in opiates, 
violent crime organizations. If  
they killed somebody and they 
couldn’t get them on murder, 
they would give me the case.”

Cook concluded his open-
ing by explaining his decision to 
run. “I have failed at retirement 
more than once,” he said. “I feel 
very strongly about having to do 
this. I believe I have a lot that I 
can offer, and I hope that you’ll 
listen to me.”

As the forum continued 
into candidate questions, ad-
vance-submitted questions, and 
questions from the audience, 
the atmosphere periodically es-
calated, particularly during Hol-
brooks’ responses, when inter-
ruptions and shouted remarks 
from the audience broke the 
forum’s stated rules. Blaine re-

minded attendees that the pur-
pose of  the event was to hear 
directly from the candidates, not 
from the crowd.

During the forum, differ-
ences in experience, priorities, 
and qualifications between the 
two candidates became more 
pronounced as questions turned 
to leadership, training, and op-
erational philosophy.

Bob Cook acknowledged 
that during his law enforcement 
career in Florida he was the sub-
ject of  six internal investigations 
related to alleged misconduct. He 
told attendees that none resulted 
in criminal charges, but also con-
firmed that he was never pro-
moted during his time in Florida 
law enforcement. Cook further 
stated that he has not completed 
training or certifications specific 
to the role of  sheriff  in North 
Carolina. He said his preparation 
for the position is based on gen-
eral law enforcement experience, 
previous training, and manage-
ment skills he developed during 
his 20 years in the U.S. Navy.

When asked how he would 
prioritize funding if  resources 
were unlimited, Cook said he 
would focus on improving con-
ditions at the Macon County jail. 
He stated that taxpayer dollars 
should be used to make the facili-
ty more comfortable for inmates, 
including providing higher-qual-
ity food.

Holbrooks, by contrast, em-
phasized his 26 years of  continu-
ous law enforcement experience 
in Macon County and said he 
holds numerous certifications 
related to the sheriff ’s role. Ad-
dressing how he would allocate 
funding if  unconstrained by bud-
get limits, Holbrooks said his pri-
ority would be expanding efforts 
to combat narcotics trafficking 
and drug-related crime, describ-
ing it as a direct investment in 
public safety countywide.

Holbrooks also addressed 
questions related to internal con-
flicts and allegations of  nepo-
tism within the Sheriff ’s Office. 
He said personal relationships 
should be separated from pro-

...SHERIFF continued from page 11
fessional responsibilities and 
handled within the confines of  
the law.

He acknowledged that fam-
ily members currently work 
within the agency but said those 
situations were reviewed and ap-
proved by the Macon County 
Board of  Commissioners and 
handled through established 
processes.

“I’m not trying to avoid 
it,” Holbrooks said. “Yes, there 
are family members who work 
here now, and that issue was 
addressed. The commissioners 
made that decision. I was given 
their approval, and everything 
was handled appropriately.”

Cook criticized Holbrooks 
for not knowing the law prior to 
taking office and said that he be-
lieves a Sheriff  should know all 
the laws and shouldn’t have to 
look them up or research them. 

In closing remarks, Cook 
said he views the role as a seri-
ous responsibility and not one 
to be taken lightly, describing his 
motivation as a desire to serve 
the community, support veter-
ans, and help residents through 
outreach and assistance. He 
thanked those in attendance and 
asked voters to join him in what 
he described as a new beginning 
for the Sheriff ’s Office.

Sheriff  Brent Holbrooks 
used his closing remarks to call 
for unity and civility, criticiz-
ing what he described as name-
calling, blame, and personal at-
tacks during the campaign. He 
questioned the purpose of  such 
behavior and urged voters to fo-
cus on moving Macon County 
forward. Holbrooks cited faith-
based values including love, 
mercy, compassion, grace, and 
forgiveness, saying those prin-
ciples should guide both lead-
ership and public discourse. He 
encouraged voters to support 
continued stability and progress 
within the Sheriff ’s Office and 
thanked attendees for their time, 
closing by wishing the commu-
nity well as the primary election 
approaches.



SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery

Darlene  Conley
Mountain Luxury

Your Dream. Your Journey. YOU’RE 
HOME!

Dedicated to finding the home you’ve 
always wanted.

Cell: 404-427-2448
darlene.conley@ allentate.com

AALLLLEEN TN TAATTE RE REEAALLTTOORRSS//  
PPAAT AT ALLLLEEN RN REEAALLTTY GY GRROOUUPP

450 N. 4th St. Highlands, NC
828-526-5522

www.highlandsproperties.com

Wei chert. 
REALTORS 

Highlands Properties 

Cell: 828-787-1895 
pamela.nellis@yahoo.com 

Highlands Office | 210 N. 5th Street

FAYE WURM
828.200.1345 
faye@bhhsmmr.com
2334 Cashiers Rd, Highlands
https://fayewurm.meadowsmtnrealty.com/

Of the 55,000+ BHHS agents across the globe,
Faye ranks in the TOP 2% and is a 

Luxury Collection Specialist.

Bryson’s
Food 
Store

Historical 
Village

Rest
Rooms

Hudson 
Library

Visitor 
Center

KH Founders 
Park

Police Station
Fire Station
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 Ace is the Place, 

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

Country Club Properties
 Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals. 
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

Highlander 
Mountain 

House 
& 

The Ruffed 
Grouse 
Tavern

highlandermountainhouse.com

 Local Expertise, Global Connections. 
114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706Sheryl Wilson

Licensed in NC and GA



Cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

Open 7 days a week

526-4407
242 S. 4th St.

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

828-526-2338

 ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

42 Years of Fine Dining
See you 

in March!
5:30-9p

MITZI RAUERS
Broker / Luxury Collection
Specialist
(404) 218-9123
mitzi@bhhsmmr.com

*Based on 2023 sales data. Out of a global network 
of 55,000+ BHHS agents.

If you want an 
award-winning real 
estate experiennce, 
choose an 
award-winning 
agent.

Why call Jody? 
Ranked the #l Broker in North Carolina 
for over a decade-and for good reason! 
Whether you're buying or selling, she 
brings unparalleled market expertise, 
top-tier negotiation skills and a 
commitment to delivering exceptional 
results. Your dream home or top-dollar 
sale is just one call away-you deserve 
the best! With over $1 Billion in sales. 
you can be the next beneficiary of this 
track record. 
Call her personally at 828.226.6303. #1 Broker 

IN NORTH CAROLINA 

$1 Billion+ 
TOTAL CAREER SALES VOLUME 

ToplOO 
SOTHEBY'S INTERNATIONAL REALTY AGENT 
WORLDWIDE 

JULIE OSBORN 
& PAT ALLEN

MORE THAN 33 YEARS OF
EXEMPLARY SERVICE ON THE PLATEAU

VOTED AMERICA’S BEST

828.200.6165 | 828.200.9179 
julie.osborn@allentate.com 
pat.allen@allentate.com

Our clients rate us 5 out of 5

ALLEN TATE REAL ESTATE

ALLEN TATE REAL ESTATE

HIGHLANDS OFf'ICE 

Cell: 828-736-1198 
Office: 828-526-4663 
ann@landmarkrg.com 


