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GOP candidates take questions at Forum

The District 1 candidates are featured this week; District 2 will be next week

By Kim Lewicki

Republican candidates for
the Macon County Board of
Commissioners met Saturday at
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the Robert C. Carpenter Com-
munity Building for a 2-hour
candidate forum hosted by the
Macon County GOP. The event

featured opening statements, a
lightning round, and multiple
policy questions posed by mod-

* See FORUM page 4
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Highlands Mayor Pat Taylor and Highlander Frieda Bennett spoke about redistricting during public hearing portion of Monday’s BOC meeting in Franklin.
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BOC heeds public’s call to halt redistricting plans

Commissioners agree more information is needed before moving forward

By Kristin Fox

It was standing room only
at Tuesdays regular monthly
meeting of the Macon County
Board of Commissioners which
included a public hearing to

.

Highlands

consider changes to how county
commissioners are elected.
Highlands was well repre-
sented at the meeting as sev-
eral local citizens made the drive
down the mountain to attend the

INTERMATIOMNAL REALTY

meeting and voice their concerns
about the proposed change to
the commissioner’s election sys-
tem.

Among those attending
the meeting included Highlands

Rare Opportunity in

Ravenel Ridge -

Elegance, Privacy, and 3y

Panoramic Views Jody Lovell
(828) 2266303

212 Ravenel Ridge Road | MLS 1001984

Mayor Patrick Taylor and for-
mer County Commissioner and
current Town Commissioner
Jim Tate as well as Town Com-
missioners Amy Patterson and

* See REDISTRICTING page 5

Highlands

Hurricane

swimmer
wins gold at

Jr. Nationals

By Steve Hott

After swimming in the 2025
AAU Jr. Olympics in Houston,
Texas in August, Highlands
Hurricanes  swimmer  Luca
Maseko qualified for and swam
in the Zimbabwe Junior Na-
tional Championships January
30th to February 1st in Mutare,
Zimbabwe.

There were 220 swimmers
competing, representing 8 pro-
vincial teams. Luca swam in 16
total events over 3 days, includ-
ing preliminaries, finals, and 2
relay events each day. Luca won
the gold medal in 100m breast-
stroke (1:40.90); a silver medal
in 50m breaststroke (46.7); and
the silver in 200m breaststroke
(3:48.63). He also swam in the

* See SWIMMER page |1
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Always exercise your right to vote

arly voting for the pri-
mary election begins
today, February 12, and

ends February 28. Election Day
will be March 3. Put another
way, the election process will
move quickly, with some races
settled on March 3 rather than
in November. Unfortunately,
a number of county positions
will have no opposition in the
November general election, but
that should not be construed as
a reason to stay home and not
vote.

I hope all registered voters will cast
ballots in both the primary and general
elections. The way the primary system
works, if you are a registered Republican
or Democrat, you have to vote in that
party’s primary. If one is registered as an
independent, that voter can choose the
party primary that they want to vote in.
If a voter has any questions about vot-
ing, they can contact the Macon County
Board of Elections prior to voting,

Again, my request is that everyone
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Highlands Mayor
Patrick Taylor

registered who lives on the
Highlands Plateau go to the
polls and vote. We are a small
precinct, but our vote does have
an impact on county clections.
I recall an election years ago in
which a school bond referen-
dum was on the ballot. It was
a tight vote, and the Highlands
precinct was the last to report
its vote totals. The voters on the
plateau rejected the bond refer-
endum by about 100 votes, but
that small margin was enough
to change the outcome.

Also, any registered Macon County
voter who works in Highlands can vote in
early voting at this or any other precinct
in the county. On Election Day, a voter
does have to vote in his or her assigned
precinct.

Some people have expressed con-
cern to me about election candidate signs
proliferating throughout the town. They
say, “Mayor, the town should limit where
signs can be placed.” My response is that
we do so in accordance with state election
law and town ordinances. Our ordinances
prohibit signs from being placed in town
road right-of -ways. Also, on state high-
ways, election signs have to be placed a
specified number of feet from the edge
of the roadway. But if the signs are on
private property and the property own-
er has given permission, the candidate
signs are allowed to place the signs. For
instance, property owners’ yards ot busi-
nesses have the right to display signs dur-
ing an election.

The town allows candidate signs at
the recreation department, which is the
township’s precinct. There are state-law
limitations that restrict signs within a cer-
tain distance of the voting area. We allow
candidates to place signs at the entrance
of the recreation center on a first-come,
first-served basis, although my experience
has been that candidates are somewhat
accommodating and allow opponents
space, too. That is the way it should be,
everyone gets an opportunity to make
their case to the voters.

At a recent meeting of elected offi-

* See MAYOR page 15

Goodbye Leon & Susan, Hello, Juan & Ivanet

fenti—= ML = e BN | On Sun.,Feb.
i | 5 g'—_ 8,morethan
100 people
turned
out to say
goodbye to
2l Don Leon’s
Leon and
Susan as they
= embark on
retirement
and say hello
to the Avila
family and
their new
offerings as
they embark
on making
Don Leon’s
their own.

Photo by
Kim Lewicki

Do you have a heartfelt, funny, interesting, or beantiful photo you would like to share in our
SnapShot” section? Email it to highlandseditor@aol.com or text it to 828-200-1371, with a brief
description and a name. No anonymous photos will be accepted.
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Pat Allen is very good to work with. She is kind, honest, caring, dependable. | have been using her for several years. She knows what
she is doing and always has my best interest in mind. She is the kind of person | love to work with.
-William S. O.

Julie Osborne is the best realtor we have ever worked with in NC. She went far beyond what was necessary to be sure both parties were
satisfied with the purchase and sale of our house. We highly recommend her to anyone looking for a true professional—honest
and hard working. She is also a delight to work with.
-linda C.

My wife and | had a very pleasant experience with Pat and her Daughter Julie Osborn. Pat is so knowledgeable about the market and
because of this we were able to sell our property in Highlands when there are about 160 other lots available. It was a pleasure during
every one on one meeting and phone calls. | can’t think of a more friendly person that | have ever met.

-Michael B.
(;IJIH‘}IRIIS we W A we S W
MILLION DOLLAR 828-526-8784
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Hydrodermabrasion
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1 week only - 2/9/26 - 2/13/26
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Purchase a gift
card and receive
. an additional 15%

on us.

A non-invasive skincare treatment
that combines exfoliation, deep
cleansing, and intense hydration in
a single session

IPL - 20% Off

advanced light-based technology clears
undesirable brown spots, sun damage and
vessels, revealing clearer skin.

Highlands Office:
828-482-4430
Franklin Office:
828-349-1280

Sale price does not include packages)
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John Shearl

erators and audience members. The can-
didates weren’t given the questions ahead
of time.

They shared their perspectives
through detailed responses, offering in-
sight into how they would approach bud-
geting, collaboration, workforce stability,
and long-term planning if elected.

District 1 candidates present were
John Shearl (incumbent), Don Willis, and
Joey Wilson.

What do you see as the fiscal consequences
when county departments request funds outside the
standard annual /mdgel cycle?

Don Willis: “The county budget
process starts W1th commissioners in
February. They meet with departments,
review their requests, and have to operate
within a set amount of money — this past
year, about $62 million. You have to work
within those confines, just like a house-
hold budget. If a request comes in out-
side that cycle, a decision has to be made,
and sometimes that’s a tough decision
about who gets what and how important
it is. You have to weigh what will have the
greatest impact for taxpayers. That budget
process lasts about five months. Depart-
ments submit their budgets to the county
manager, and then it ultimately comes
back to the commissioners for a final deci-
sion.”

Joey Wilson: “Being married to a
very detailed accountant, I know all the
importance of budget and sure there are
things that come up all year long that we
don’t plan for. You can’t plan for every-
thing. But you can have contingencies,
rainy-day funds, and emergency reserves,
just like in personal finances, and I think
the county should operate the same way.
I would love to see the county look for
some outside revenue sources, right? Like,
let’s think outside the box here. For exam-
ple, using county land like the landfill as a
potential solar field that could be leased to
generate revenue. That would reduce our
reliance on tax dollars and give us more
flexibility when unexpected needs arise.

Don Willis

Joey Wilson

At the same time, departments have to
be responsible with their budgets. In my
own construction business, if a project
runs over budget, I have to explain why
and sometimes I have to absorb that cost.
We should treat every tax dollar with that
same level of responsibility.”

John Shearl: “Ladies and gentle-
men, this is an easy one for me. If you
remember four years ago, my sign said
low taxes period. And that’s exactly what
I meant. This county has been run out-
side that budget for decades. And I have
fought every step of the way to live inside
that budget just like every household has
to do. And I'm proud to say that I talk-
ed to the county manager just the other
day. And we have not spent any money
outside the budget this year. This will be
the first year, hope to goodness, that we
don’t have to do it. This board of com-
missioners that you have serving you right
now, we’re all about business and we’re all
about taking care of you and your assets
and the county employees, the county
staff, and everything else. We’ve actually
put just a little bit of money back into the
undesignated fund balance even after this
adopted budget. And I’'m just proud and
I hope to goodness that you guys see it
through of what we’ve done for you. It’s
all about you.”

Where do you draw the line between infor-
mal collaboration with fellow commissioners and
a violation of the public’ right to open transpar-
ent meetings?

Don Willis: “I believe in open trans-
parency. I think that everything that a
commissioner does for the most part
needs to be explained to the public. There
are some things that you don’t want to
discuss. If it’s a land purchase or some-
thing of that nature that maybe the coun-
ty is looking at, obviously, you know, we
want to keep that kind of hush because
you know what happens as soon as the
county says they’re interested in a piece of
property that that price goes way down.

* See FORUM page 7
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Jetf Weller.

The proposed change would estab-
lish that the Macon County Board of
Commissioners election system consists
of three geographical districts — High-
lands, Nantahala and Franklin, which
would be divided by the commissioners
with an equal number of the population
of Macon County in each district. The
board of commissioners would consist
of one resident from each of the three
geographical districts and two at-large
members with staggered terms for a to-
tal of five members. All seats would con-
tinue to be elected by a county-wide vote
in both the primary and general elections.

At the urging of Commissioners
John Shearl and Barry Breeden at the
January meeting, the redistricting referen-
dum was posed to be sent to the General
Assembly. It was ready in December, but
according to Commissioner Sheatl, Rep.
Karl Gillespie asked for some verbiage
changes.

The vote to send it on failed and
even though a public hearing on the mat-
ter isn’t required by law, the board agreed
to hold a public hearing on the matter at
the February regular meeting.

“Gentleman, I come tonight to im-
plore you to not take hasty action to the
detriment of your constituents by vot-
ing through the proposed redistricting
action,” said Dr. Joanne Roesner. “This
is not an emergency, and it is not an ab-
solute necessity to send it to the General
Assembly short session in March. The
urgency is artificial and appears to reflect
candidate concerns and personal agendas.
Fairness to citizens dictates prudence,
waiting, educating and considering all op-
tions, not the single one which has been
proposed.”

A citizen from Nantahala, whose dis-
trict would also be affected, spoke up.

“I want to thank the board tonight
for giving us the opportunity to air this
out,” said Mary

Williams. “I was concerned that it
was going to bypass any public input. So,
I appreciate y’all kind of backing it down,
slowing it up and letting us voice our con-
cerns. I think this needs new deliberation.
We need to take our time before we jump
on making any type of proposed plan.”

Since 1978, the five-member board
of commissioners has been elected en-
tirely from districts, with representa-
tion weighted by population. District 1,

which includes Ellijay, Flats, Highlands,
and Sugarfork, elects one commissionet.
District 3, made up of Burningtown, Car-
toogechaye, Cowee, and Nantahala, also
elects one commissionet. District 2, which
encompasses lotla, Millshoal, North
Franklin, East Franklin, South Franklin,
Union, and Smithbridge, elects three com-
missioners with staggered terms due to its
larger population.

Chairman Josh Young shared a Ma-
con County voter population list. District
1 has about 3,200 voting members and
District 3 has about 6,000 voting mem-
bers. District 2, which has the most rep-
resentation, has 17,000 voting members.

“I believe this resolution has the
intention of limiting representation of
voters across Macon County,” said Ca-
leb Brown of Highlands, who is running
for Karl Gillespie’s state seat in Novem-
ber. “My parents taught me that if it ain’t
broke, don’t fix it. And if y’all insist that it
is broke, you need to find a better solution
and develop a detailed plan communicat-
ed to the people before trying to push it
through the General Assembly.”

A suggestion expressed by one citi-
zen seemed to interest commissioners.

“If you want to make a plan, make a
plan and have a public input evening at the
Carpenter building,” said Tom Young, “Al-
low the public to come and present your
plan to the public in that setting where you
can have more dialogue and discussion. I
think that would benefit you and the com-
munity.”

Highlands Commissioner Jim Tate,
past Macon County Board Chair spoke
up.

“I am imploring you that if y’all do
decide to move this forward to please
take your time with it. “I hope that what
you decide to do is what’s best for Macon
County, I personally don’t think the route
that’s being proposed tonight is the best
route,” he said. “I think there are some
other options and I don’t know that it’s
better than what we have right now, but
there are a tremendous amount of op-
tions that can be investigated. I just ask
you to pull the brakes. Slow it down. Let’s
get this right and do what’s best for Macon
County.”

Mayor Pat Taylor echoed Tate’s con-
cerns.

“This represents a very complicated
and challenging reorganization of county

- See REDISTRICTING page 15
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...But don’t pack your bags just yet.

ranny Pods are just another
name for ADUs (accessory
dwelling units), but what a cool

name, right? When I first started selling

COREY JAMES GALLERY

& Estate Consignments
Bronze sculpture ¢ Paintings
Vintage & Antique Collectables &
Furniture - Costume Jewelry

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

Granny, get your pod

real estate in the last century, we used the
term, mother-in-law suites. Some of those
basement areas, garage apartments or
other detached former sheds were quite
laughable. It made us wonder about the

WHOLE LIFE
MARKET

-»,gl

Natural Products Store

Hours: 9am-5pm
Mon-Sat
828-526-5999
Wholelifehighlands@icloud.com

LOCATED AT 680 N UTH ST, HIGHLANDS

TAD Organic smoothie/juice
NE |l A\ E\ bar located
it - inside Whole
@ Jut _l1 Life Market

THE TOWN OF

&

HIGHLANDS

Please publish January 29, 2026, February 5, 2026 and February 12, 2026

TOWN OF HIGHLANDS
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS VACANCY

The Town of Highlands Board of Commissioners is now accepting applications to fill the

Town Board vacancy.

Applications must be completed and received by Monday, February 16, 2026, at

12:00pm, and can be found on the website, www.highlandsnc.org, and should be
returned to:

Gibby Shaheen
Town Clerk
PO Box 460

210 North Fourth Street
Highlands, NC 28741

FAX 828.526.2595

gibby.shaheen@highlandsnc.org

This 26t day of January, 2026.

Gibby Shaheen
Town Clerk

sellers’ relationships with their
own mother-in-law.

In today’s world, the tiny
home craze has evolved from a
mobile home with very limited
space to stick-built spaces that [
are larger but still considered | 3
tiny. One can purchase a gran-
ny pod for as little as $5,000.
from Amazon. These aren’t
on wheels and would involve a
foundation as well as be subject
to city and state permits and
regulations.

In theory, having your ag-
ing parent or grandpatent on yout prop-
erty may be better than the high costs of
independent senior living areas. And, let’s
face it, your fresh-from-college-but-no-
job-yet offspring may benefit from living
close by as well.

One could also build a ADU in which
a caregiver lives. Back in the day, our area
had many homes with caretaker cottages
on the property. One of their main jobs
was to caretake the home when the sea-
sonal residents moved back to warmer cli-
mates for half the year.

Other uses for ADUs are for them to
be used for rentals, either for extra income
for the homeownert, or to help alleviate the
need for work-force housing, or both.

According to a January 2026 article
released by HUD, titled, “Evaluation Ac-
cessory Dwelling Units in Small to Medi-
um-Size Cities,” they are nearing the end
of a two-year study which involves every
state. The study involves 380 small com-
munities with populations of less than
500,000 people. (If that’s small, we’re mi-
croscopic.)

Out of those municipalities, 54%
had required parking area concerns, 60%
required the residence to be the primary
residence and be owner-occupied and
61% required special permits.

In NC, HB627 (which has NOT
passed) local governments must adopt
implementing ADU regulations by Jan 1,
2027 and not require EXTRA parking,
restrict utility connections (if available)
or prohibit long-term rentals. (Note there
is no mention of STRs, only long-term
rentals. A 30-day lease is not a short-term
rental, but most of these would be three-
to-six months leases, if not for a whole
year.) Anyway, this bill has not passed.

House Bill 765 (which also has not

Jeannie Chambers
Chambers Realty
& Vacation Rentals

B passed), named “Save the
8 American Dream Act” was the
topic of our mayor’s weekly
column January 22. This bill
lists a mandate of cities with
over 125,000 residents to allow
at least one ADU on single
family lots. According to the
ChatGPT Al overview, “This
bill, aimed at increasing hous-
ing density and accelerating de-
velopment by restricting local
government land-use, zoning,
and permitting authority. Key
provisions include mandatory,
by-right, higher-density housing (four+
units/acre), enabling tiny homes/ADUs,
limiting design controls, and tightening
water/sewer capacity timelines.”

Supporters of the bill are NC Home
Builders, NC Realtors and the NC Cham-
ber of Commerce. According to the NC-
Realtors.org, HB765 does not change
local government’s ability to have zoning
regulations as long as they abide by state
laws and permit tiny houses and ADUs
in residential zone districts within the
state’s seven most populated counties. All
of Macon County doesn’t have enough
population to fall under what has been
desctibed as a small city.

We still live in a very protected
area with residents who cate what goes
whetre...most of the time. An affordable
housing solution is a big problem here
just like it is everywhere. The squeeze of
regulation doesn’t help the sanctity; it re-
sults in less workforce.

Thete has to be room for everyone,
whether there are actual grannies living
near their family, visiting nurses, doctors
and support staff who work in our hos-
pitals, or workers in our gas stations, res-
taurants and retail.

A tiny home/ADU/granny pod
may not be the ideal solution for every
worker or family who needs a little extra
income to continue living in the area, but
it’s a start. We can’t expect everyone to fit
in the same peg hole. People, their situa-
tions, the property in question all of that
must be considered on a case-by-case
basis.

Besides, with neither of these bills
having passed, dont we have time to
come up with a resolution that is good
for everyone? Hold on tight, Granny,
there may be hope for you, yet.

|
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I believe in transparency and what we
know, you should know.”

Joey Wilson: “I agree with Don.
Anytime taxpayer money ot the public’s
best interest is involved, people should
know what’s happening, It’s affect-
ing you just as much as it affecting me.
There may be situations — like person-
nel matters — that legally can’t be dis-
cussed publicly. I'm not a commissioner,
so I don’t know every scenario they face,
but I trust there are reasons for closed
sessions in certain cases.

I’'m sure there’s going to be circum-
stances that come up to say, you know,
should we talk about this in front of ev-
erybody? Should we not? 1 don’t know.
John can probably speak more to that
than I can. They have a lot of both right
now and I think that there’s a reason that
they have a lot of both. But the more
transparency the better on 85% of the
topics 1 believe is a good stance. You
don’t know what you don’t know and
I’m not going to pretend that I do.”

I

John Shearl: “Well, ladies and gen-
tlemen, I can address that very well. We
go into close session because were not
allowed to talk about personnel issues.
That’s one reason we go into close ses-
sion. The next thing is like Mr. Willis said,
when there’s a land transaction or anything
like that, you must keep it quiet...It is our
duty to talk to each other as individuals.
We must communicate with each other to

A decent crowd turned out for the GOP Candidate Forum at the Robert C. Carpenter Community Building Saturday.

see where their constituents what they’re
talking about and everything else. When
it comes into play is if there are three or
more of us then we have to be in a pub-
lic meeting, I can assure you that most of
your business is done in that board com-
missioner room. However, 1 do talk to
my colleagues and we try to figure out the
best plan forward with the problems and
the issues at hand.”

Highlands Newspaper - Thurs. Feb. 12,2026 - 828-200-1371 - Page 7

Would you support a hiring freeze on non-
essential vacancies or do you believe all current
positions niust be maintained?

Joey Wilson: “I think any success-
ful government, any successful business
is successful because of the employees. 1
don’t know in the entire Macon County
where we have excess, where we have

high performers, but I can figure that out
* See FORUM page 12
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Your own Highlands

2 minutes to Main

Have you ever

Vacations Iocation.s this close Sanctuary Street wanted your own
to Main Street. waterfall?
MLS #1002006 MLS #1002100
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Highlandsiscalling.com 52,700,000 Walk tq town and enjoy the 4 BR/2 bath ‘yesteryear’ Satul :995'.00?.
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(light commercial) or
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renovations.
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with pond and waterfall,
view of Harris Lake and
Satulah Mountain.
4 BR/4 bath, very unique
with too many features to
list.
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acre tract just outside the

town limits. This is the last

piece of land owned by the
Harbison family.
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Charm. Love it like it is,
renovate to your liking, or
use while building your
dream home on the 1.21 +/-
acre lot.
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Host your next party at Highlands Burrito

for birthdays, game days & more!

DINE IN OR TAKE IT TO GO
226 South 4th Street, Highlands, NC

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
at Highlander Mountain House
Open for
LUNCH
Wednesday-Saturday
11:30-3p
Open for
DINNER
o Wednesday-Saturday
5:30-9p
Open for

W|th Blue Grass music
10a-3p

290 Main Street ® Highlands * 828-526-2590
highlandermountainhouse.com

IGHI ANDS DINING ®

Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p ¢ Sun. 11a to 7p
Closed Tuesdays

828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

The Secret Garden
| Sandwich shop and

gourmet food market
Open Year-Round
Mon.-Fri.. 1 [:30a to 4p
t., hoon-4

Sat
Call (828) 305-7509 to place a pick-up order.
Caterlng and Custom Charcuterie

urtyard and Indo%'sreat ing!

AHIGHLANDER MOUNTAIN HOUSE HOTEL

Now serving wine,
beer & coffee!
Open to the public!

o/
offee Bar 8a to
Wine/Beer Bar:

| 9o Nerth 4th Sereet, H-@mlufﬂmtpumhy&-ﬂtmlm 482-T718

THE LEGACY CONTINUES

Come try our new international menu with a
Latin touch and meet the new owners,
Ivanet and Juan Avila!

o Open

Breakfast: 7-10a
Lunch: I l1a-3p
Dinner:
Thurs., Frl., & Sat. 5-8p
828-482-1513

{ 462 Dillard Road, Highlands
: (across from Dusty’s)

828-526-4035

| WILD THYME GOu RMET

R E B8 T A WU R A M T

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round

Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. * Highlands

Open 6 Days

8| Closed Wednesdays
Lunch: 11a-3:30p
Dinner:
5:30p - closed
No Dinner Sundays

L

Dusty’s Rhodes Supcrgtte

BTy e e

Valentines D pecuxl
35 ﬁc.*
MAIN
280K FILETS
2 JU M KOy SHHEIMPM SXKEWERS
OR
- 50 £ LORBRETER TAILLS
SIDES
POOT AT AL GRATIN
PORTUGUESE ROLLS
GCARDEN SALAD

DESSERT
CHOCOLATE CAKY
6995
Call to reserve
We propare you're the chefll
Cooking Instructions included
PHCELUPON FER, 13-14

Sn D g B
493 Dillard Rd. Highlands,MC
B2R-526-2762

Magliocca s
Risterante

Classic Italian dishes,
thoughtfully prepared with
the finest ingredients
reflecting the heart and soul
of Italian cuisine.
Dining Hours
Thursday - Saturday
5pm - close
BYOB

(There is a small corkage fee)
828-526-0803
20 Old Mud Creek Road

Chef Danny Magliocca

Scaly Mountain, NC




Dear Editor,

I attended a showing of the movie
Nuremberg which was held at the High-
lands Performing Arts Center. It was a
great experience: good seating, popcorn,
snacks and wine. And most import: A
very large screen. I highly recommend
the experience, and the Center will be
showing additional movies and live
streaming Opera performances in the
coming months

The movie was four stars. Butif you
do go and see the movie, be prepared for
a gut punch. It’s one thing to know about
or read about the Holocaust, but quite
another to see actual film footage of the
death and destruction wrought on the
Jewish people. The final message of the
movie, in spite of “never again” message,
it can happen again. The author of the
book which was the basis of the movie
warned that the seeds of the next Holo-
caust were already planted by the contin-
ued and open antisemitism throughout

In regards to Patrick Brannon’s letter
in the Feb. 5 edition entitled “Thanks to
you, HBS School Outreach Program will
continue,” as it turns out, the HBS Out-
reach Program is NOT be continuing,
and consequently Brannon will no longer
be employed at Highlands Biological Sta-
tion.

“T wish certain folks with Western
Carolina University would step up to help
the children, but they are sadly refusing;
But understanding the need, I am private-
ly offering my services to schools until I
can find another job. there are no current
plans by WCU to make it a permanent
position,” said Brannon.

Applications still
being accepted for
Town Board seat

The Town is currently accepting
applications from eligible citizens who
would like to fill John Dotson’s seat on
the Town Board. As of Tuesday, Feb. 10
only one application has been received.

Jan Pittman, who was a knowing
write-in during the 2025 election, has
submitted her application. Applications
will be accepted until noon, Monday, Feb.
16.

°| FTTERS®
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Beware. It can happen again.

the West. His warning in 1945 seemed to
have fallen on deaf ears. We see evidence
of this in recent events.

Major universities have allowed and
promoted the demonstrations of antise-
mitic students on campus. The Keffiyeh
wearing protesters assaulted Jewish stu-
dents, tried to prevent their attendance at
classes and called for the death of Jewish
students. They advocated for the globaliza-
tion of the Intifada which is nothing more

COUNTY

strong future for the next generation.

Joey Wilson is a lifelong resident of Macon County, a proud
husband, father, and son, a firm believer that good government
means balancing fiscal responsibility with forward-looking growth.

He's seen firsthand how smart planning and responsible spending
can create opportunity - for local businesses, for our children, and
for our parents who helped build this community.

As County Commissioner, Joey will work to ensure that every tax
dollar is used wisely, while making sure our county continues to
grow in a way that preserves our small-town values and secures a

PRIMARY ELECTION DAY
TUESDAY, MARCH 3, 2026

than a call for the genocide of the Jewish
people. The protesters met with very little,
if any, resistance or pushback from uni-
versity administrators. Several university
presidents were forced to resign over their
failure to protect the rights of Jewish stu-
dents. It took withholding federal funds to
get these universities to focus on the prob-
lem, but for that threat they were glad to
ignore the dangers to their Jewish students.

Today we see anti-Semitism cloaked

JOEY WILSON

FOR MACON COUNTY COMMISSIONER

A VOTE IN THE RIGHT
DIRECTION FOR THE
FUTURE OF MACON

behind the label of anti-Zionism. But in
the words of one Auschwitz survivor,
Jean Amery: “Anyone who questions Is-
rael’s right to exist is either too stupid to
understand that he is contributing to or
is intentionally promoting an uber- Aus-
chwitz.” Anti-Zionism is modern day
antisemitism and a posthumous gift to
Hitler.

Rick Holloway

Scaly Mountain

THE BEST PERSON TO RESPRESENT DISTRICT 1
ELLIJAY, FLATS, HIGHLANDS AND SUGARFORK

Every dollar counts. Joey believes in
transparent, efficient budgeting - prioritizing
essential services while eliminating waste.
County governement should live within its
means, just like families do.

FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY

strengthens our economy, supports local
businesses, and protects what makes
Macon County special.

PAID FOR BY FRIENDS OF JOEY WILSON

SUSTAINABLE GROWTH

Growth should bring opportunity, not problems.
Joey will promote smart development that

IMPROVED
PUBLIC SERVICES

Backing investments in emergency
services, education, and critical
infrastructure.
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*HS SPORTS e

Highlands Athletics Recap: Two weeks of winter weather and competition

he past two
weeks  have
been a whitl-

wind for Highlands
Athletics, as winter
weather forced sev-
eral schedule chang-
es and cancellations.
Despite the disrup-
tions, the Highland-
ers battled through a
busy stretch of bas-
ketball games and
prepared for state-level swimming com-
petition.
High School Basketball

January 28-Away at Hayesville

The JV Boys opened the night with
a 37-49 loss. Jonathan Carpenter led the
team with 16 points, while Sam Conner
added 10 points and 11 rebounds.

The Varsity Girls fell 3145, with
Hunter Conner scoring 14 points, grab-
bing 5 rebounds, and blocking 3 shots.
Charlotte Westendorf contributed 8
points, and Jordyn Borino added 7.

The Varsity Boys struggled offen-

Brett Lamb

Highlands School
Athletic Director

Seniors wrap up their ighlands School basketball days

On Friday, February 6, Highlands School celebrated eight senior basketball players and one manager closing out a grueling stretch of three
games in three days Pictured with their parents are: Cheyann Carver (manager), Hunter Conner, Heidi Doerter, Lillian Rutter; Anne Elizabeth
Woods.Aiden Crook-Jenkins, Bryan Juarquin-Colmenares, Paolo McRae, Isaiah Vilardos and senior swimmer Aniah McKim. The Varsity Gitls
overcame a slow start to win 57-50. The Varsity Boys ended the night with a tough 7145 loss to the Bulldogs. The basketball teams wrap up their
regular season with two road conference games one on Tuesday, Feb. 10 at Hiwassee Dam and one tonight, Feb. 12 at Blue Ridge.

sively, losing 27-70. Aiden Crook and
Paolo McRae each scored 8 points.
February 4-Away at
Summit Charter

The JV Boys dropped their matchup
29—43. Carpenter again led the team with
8 points, and Conner added 6 points and
9 rebounds.

The Varsity Gitls lost a heartbreaker,

41—-40. Hunter Conner led with 12 points,
5 rebounds, and 3 blocks. Borino also
scored 12 points with 4 assists, Anne Eliz-
abeth Woods added 9 points, and Westen-
dorf pulled down 9 rebounds.

The Varsity Boys ended the night
on a high note, earning a much-needed
59-53 victory. Isaiah Vilardo scored a
career-high 27 points and grabbed 5 re-

Highlands Mercantile on Main

is Valentine’s Day!

It’s the place for chocolate th

=

Kueipuselefloly edeovalarier,

bounds, while Crook and Chase Kenter
each added 8 points.
February 5 — Away
at Nantahala

The Varsity Girls dominated in a
59—17 win, with eight of ten players scor-
ing, Borino led with 21 points, freshman
Aubree Brooks added a career-high 10,

* See HS SPORTS page 11

Fine American Handcrafts including
Pottery, Jewelry, Fun Gifts and More!

@ Earan mniki pA TET ORTAT
APPALACHIAN TRAIL

Books ¢ Chocolates ¢ Coffee * Guy Gifts * Home ¢ Skincare

. . X PERIENCE
322 Main Street, Highlands ¢ 828-482-0818 . S aREITIS




~OSWIMMER continued from page 1

finals for the 200m
Individual Medley
(finishing in Gth
place overall) and
was an alternate for
the 100m freestyle
finals. In addition §
to these events, he
also swam the 50m [S%m
freestyle and 50m
backstroke. He
placed 6th overall
in his age group, &
with 29 total points [*
scored during the [
swim meet.

He was hon-
ored to receive the
“Most Outstanding
Swimmer” award

iy

for the Manicaland Highlands Hurricanes swimmer Luca Maseko.

Provincial =~ Team.
Luca is now na-
tionally ranked in the top 10 swimmers in

his age group in Zimbabwe.

This year, he
had previously qual-
ified for the AAU
Junior  Olympics
2026 (to be held in
Des Moines, Iowa)
in the 50m & 100m
breaststroke,  and
he has now quali-
fied for the 100m
freestyle also. Luca
swam personal best
times in all 7 of his
individual events in
| the competition.

Luca quali-
fied for the 200m
IM with a time of
4:05.50 LCM on Jan
17th. Then he swam
it in 3:53.72 in the
prelim on the morn-
ing of Jan 30th. And
after swimming events in the sun all day,
he clocked a finals time of 3:43.71.

...-HS SPORT'S continued from page 10

Woods scored 8, and Westendorf con-
tributed 6 points and 9 rebounds.

The Varsity Boys needed overtime
but pulled out a crucial 70-62 confer-
ence win. McRae led with 16 points,
while Bryan Juarquin and Crook each
scored 14. Vilardo added 11 points and
12 rebounds.

February 6 — Senior Night

Highlands celebrated eight senior
players and one manager on Senior
Night, closing out a grueling stretch of
three games in three days.

The JV Boys fell 5441, with Car-
penter scoring 16 points, Weston Sellars
adding 9, and Jake Smith contributing 8.

The Varsity Girls overcame a slow
start to win 57-50. Borino exploded for
34 points, while Conner neatly record-
ed a triple-double with 9 points, 12 re-
bounds, and 9 blocks. Westendotf added
9 points and 7 rebounds.

The Varsity Boys ended the night
with a tough 71-45 loss to the Bulldogs.
Crook-Jenkins led with 12 points, McRae
scored 10, Vilardo added 9 points and 7
rebounds, and Kenter chipped in 8.

The basketball teams will wrap up
their regular season with two road con-
ference games: Tuesday, February 10 at

Hiwassee Dam and Thursday, February
12 at Blue Ridge.
Middle School Basketball

Winter weather also impacted the
middle school schedule. The final regular-
season game against Tallulah Falls was
canceled due to the storm and time con-
straints before the tournament.

The girls’ team showed significant
improvement throughout the season. The
boys faced Rabun Gap in a shortened
playoff format, falling 43—35 in the semi-
finals. They finished second in the regular
season and third in the tournament.

Swimming

The Highlands Swim Team faced re-
gional cancellations due to weather, but
two swimmers advanced to the state level.
Ian Batista and Aniah McKim qualified
for the NCHSAA State Championship af-
ter the Board of Directors implemented a
formula to determine advancement with-
out regional meets.

Both will represent Highlands this
Saturday in Cary, North Carolina.

Despite the challenges of winter
weather, Highlands Athletics continues to
show resilience, teamwork, and determi-
nation across all sports.
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Elect
Bob Cook as
Sherift of
Macon
County
March 3

Dear Citizens of Macon County,

“The mountains are calling...” My heart is still there. Over 20 years,
in a leadership role in MC, it was my honor to consistently “Back the Blue”
and participate alongside great law enforcement public servants in both civic
activities and GOP leadership roles. It was my privilege to fervently champion
3 ('10,'14,18) re-election cycles of Sheriff Holland and support his team of
public servants, including Major Don Willis (Commissioner Candidate Dis.
1), Captains Nick Lofthouse (Commissioner Candidate Dis. 2), Dereck Jones,
Clay Bryson, Tony Carver, and others. What better choice than to continue
the tradition of excellent law enforcement in MC? Elect Bob Cook as your
Sheriff on Match 3rd.

May I offer a unique insight? Specifically, Bob Cook is a subject matter
expert in NC Election Finance Law and Ethics Guidelines. In 2016, NC en-
acted a highly stringent set of Election Finance Laws and Ethics Guidelines
with significant penalties for noncompliance. Bob attended at least six of
those day-long training sessions offered by the state and, subsequently, from
’16 to ’22, trained the MC GOP Leadership and staff. From *16-22, yearly
audits of the MC GOP showed 100% compliance. What better choice for
Sheriff than a man who demands fiscal responsibility and integrity?

Secondly, Bob Cook is singularly focused on specific issues, including the
NC Rule of Law, specializing in officer training, including courses in De-esca-
lation and Leadership, teaching Police Ethics in BLE, providing transparency
with weekly “musings,” writing news articles, and answering questions like
the most current one, “if elected, who would he fire?” Through countless
GOP leadership meetings, Bob brought curiosity, innovation, and a passion
for the question: How do we better serve the MC constituents? Bob Cook,
earning his BA ’25, stirs the pot, brings a fresh approach, demands integrity,
and speaks his mind! What better choice for Sheriff than a man with those
specific character traits?

Thirdly, while historic, familial ties to a community are important, equally
so are fresh eyes, fresh thoughts, and fresh ideas brought by enthusiastic,
dedicated “newer comers.” With exhaustive commitment, passion, and
volunteerism, Bob Cook gives himself to our beloved mountain community
through his involvement with 11 charitable organizations through his long-
standing work with churches, 828 Vets, American Legion, Rotary, Escape
to Safety, WNC DWI Task Force, MC Elves, MPP, Kids Place, Fraternal
Order of Police, Homeowner Ass., Manna Food Bank, and GOP Hispanic
Outreach. What better choice for Sheriff than a selfless man who is deeply
involved in his community?

Early vote, Feb. 12-Feb 28. Primary, March 3rd.

Carla Miller
MC GOP Chairman Emeritus

Paid for by Bob Cook for Sheriff
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..FORUM continued from page 7

within a month. We’ve got to be competi-
tive with our pay if we’re going to take
care of these people. Do we provide
enough? You tell me. Do we need more
here? Do we need more there? I’'m here
to listen. I'm here to work together to
make Macon County better.”

John Shearl: “We are in the [budget]
process now with the county manager. I
had a meeting with him yesterday about
the studies of staffing in Macon County.
We did a pay study in 2018 or 2019 and

it was implemented and you guys paid

'\

Dr. Keith Jackson, MD, ENT
Emory University and
Medical College of Georgia

for it. When we did this pay study, it was
supposed to save all the county employees.
It was a fair wage. It was a living wage. It
was going to carry us over the top. So now
we’te looking at is it really enough? But 1
don’t believe in across the boatd pay scale.
I believe that Macon County has some
over-the-top county employees that work
beyond their call of duty for the people of
this county and unfortunately, they can’t
be recognized because they’re on this pay
scale. I've never in my business life ever
gone across the board and given all my

e o\
MOUNTAIN LAKES

MEDICAL CENTER
162 Legacy Point Clayton, GA 30525

Ear, Nose and Throat (ENT)

Contact: (706) 782-0478

CONNECT

employees raises. They earn it, folks. And
these people that work for you, I wish
there was a way that they could really get
recognized because they are wonderful
employees and I enjoy working with those
people. So I have a problem with the pay
scale that we have in Macon County be-
cause | don’t think it’s fair.”

Don Willis: “I’ve been a Macon
County employee for 35 years. I know all
about the pay. I know about the pay scales.
I’ve gone through three or four different
pay studies throughout my career. The
problem is we don’t adhere to it. When
we have these studies done, a lot of times
we kind of dilute it a little bit, because we

Audiology Care

Dr. Erica McVey, Audiologist
University of Texas

www.mountainlakesmedicalcenter.com / www.mlmcphysiciansgroup.com

can’t really afford it. But if we’re going to
keep these quality employees, you have to
give them a competitive wage. We are so
blessed in this county to have the folks
that we have, that come to our needs each
and every day. We need to support them
and we need to make sure the pay scale
is correct.”

We have a $60 million fund balance re-

serve on the books. What is your strategy for these
Sfunds? Should they stay put or be used to offset
property taxes or some other purpose?

John Shearl: “Earlier today, I was
asked if I supported the [quarter-cent]
sales tax increase, and I said no. Prove
to me that the county government needs
more money. We have $60 million in a
slush fund. That’s what it is. Slush funds
are used to buy boats. Honestly, that’s
what it is. The recommendation of the
state of North Carolina is we have 20%
of the operating budget in our fund bal-
ance and the purpose of that is because
the state does not want to come in if we
have some major disaster. They don’t
want to bail us out so we’re you to use
that money to do it. But it’s not law. It’s
their recommendation, so 1 am totally
against a government entity taking any
more of your money when we've got
plenty of your money already, we’re just
not using it. This board of commission-
ers that you have now, we’ve been using it
and it will be disclosed at the next com-
mission meeting.”

Don Willis: “These funds need to
be used. They need to be used for capital
projects that we already have that need to
be done. You go back and look at what
the county did in 2022 or 2023 and 2024,
and not a whole lot was done. There was
a state of chaos on our board of commis-
sioners. The meetings were lasting 3, 4, 4,
or even up to 6 hours. That’s ridiculous.
There was not much movement or prog-
ress. So now, a new board needs to utilize
these funds instead of just sitting on it.
We can do a lot of a lot of work with $60
million.”

Joey Wilson: “At Duke Energy, I'm
an engineer for five counties and every-
where I go, I can tell you that we’re not
ahead in every county. We’re better than
some at some things, but we are lagging
compared to others. With a fund balance
of $63 million, let’s move forward for the
next generation. Let’s set our kids up for
the next 20 years by doing some stuff
now. We've saved long enough and now
it’s time to do. I haven’t just looked at in-
frastructure, I’ve built infrastructure for
the last 15 years. I know what needs to be
done and how to do it.”
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O O]
HOMESERVICES QR CODE TO
DISCOVER LUXURY
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WWW.MEADOWSMOUNTAINREALTY.COM | (828) 526-1717
488 MAIN ST, HIGHLANDS | 2334 CASHIERS RD, HIGHLANDS | 196 BURNS ST, CASHIERS

©2025 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway
HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of Columbia Insurance Company, a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate. Equal Housing Opportunity. @



Page 14 - Highlands Newspaper - Thurs. Feb. 12,2026 - 828-200

_SOPIRITUALLY SPEAKING

God’s love is not
enough

Pastor Mark Ford
First Baptist Church
Highlands

l Yrom time to time, we hear disputations regard-

ing the love of God and its sufficiency to cover

all our sins and sinful lifestyles. We are given a
steady diet of Scriptutes like I Peter 4:8 that tell us that
“love covers a multitude of sin” and that God so loved
us that He gave us Jesus to cover those sins (Jn. 3:10).
We are reminded that “God is love” and our efforts to
abide in love for God and others is our path to walking
with God (I John 4:16), while conveniently ignoring our
sinful behaviors.

In fact, the two great commandments that summa-
rize the Christian life is to love God with all we have and
are, and our neighbor as ourselves (Luke 10:27). If we
don’t love, God’s love does not abide in us (I Jn. 4:8).
So, we go about trying to muster up the emotional, even
heavenly compassion for all people and God. But sadly,
we have bought into a romanticized version of love
rooted in feeling and emotions that soon fail us when
confronted by the unlovable, and our own tepid love for
God that does not surpass the state of lukewarm, which
God hates (Revelation 3:15-16).

Nonetheless, we continue to immerse ourselves
in the wonderful truth of God’s love and the seeming
cure-all that this love promotes for life. We anesthetize
ourselves with this promise of God’s love for us and
grit our teeth in attempts to love our neighbor and the
wotld — even our enemies which the Lord commanded
(Mt. 5:44).

But in all this waxing eloquent about God’s love and
our duty to love God and others, there is an important
ingredient that is constantly missing in most homilies
and moralizing discourse. This ingredient makes all the
difference. It is the qualifier of obedience!

Jesus said it plainly three times in John 14:21-24 —
“Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he
is it who loves me. And he who loves me will be loved
by my Father, and I will love him...If anyone loves me,
he will keep my word and my Father will love him...
Whoever does not love me does not keep my words.”

All the talk about God’s love for us is insufficient
if it emasculates the need for obeying God’s Word and
its absolutes regarding what is sinful and what is holy.
Further, a lot of talk about love ignores the command to
“love not the wotld or the things in the wotld. If anyone
loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him” (I
John 2:15). We can’t have it both ways!

Make no mistake about it. “God is love...and God
so loved the world” BUT God’s love is not enough

* See SPIRITUALLY page I5
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BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor 706-782-3965
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.,Worship:| |
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
828-269-3546 * Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.;Worship:| |
CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev.Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298
Sundays: School at 9:30;Worship 10:30
GRACE CHAPEL ON HIGH HOLLY
9615 Dillard Rd Scaly Mountain, N C.

Pastor Steve Kerhoulas. http://www.Graceonhighholly.com
Sunday School 9:45;Worship | I; Prayer Service Wed 5:30p
Men’s and Women'’s Bible Study throughout the week
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH
The Rev'd Dr. Marc Robertson & Rev. Nick McGee
464 U.S. Hwy. 64E, Cashiers, NC
CAC@christanglicancashiers.org * 828-743-1701
Sunday:Adult Christian Ed, 9:15a; Holy Eucharist, 10:30a;
Fellowship | 1:45a;VWVed: Bible Study/Contemplative Prayer, 5p
CHRIST CHURCH OF THEVALLEY. CASHIERS
Pastor Jacob Tedder ¢ Jacob@cashiers.church  743-5470
www.cashiers.church
Sun. 10:452;Wed Study5:15p supper and childcare.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| la.m.

I'st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.
Wednesdays —Supper at 6 p.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com ¢ 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC ¢ Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins
Sun: Service 10:45am, Children’s 10:30am

Wed.:Youth 5:30-7pm;Women'’s Bible Study: Mon. 4:30pm, Tues.

10am; Men’s Bible Study:Wed. & Thurs. 7am @ Zookeeper
Bistro
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev.W.Bentley Manning, Rector ¢ 526-2968
5th and Main streets * www.incarnationwnc.org
Sunday: Rite |, spoken, 8 am in Chapel, Rite Il with Choir 10:30
am in Sanctuary,Wed: Healing Eucharist 12 pm in Chapel,
Morning Prayer: Mon-Thurs 8:30 am in Chapel
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 « www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor * 220 Main Street, Highlands
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am;Women'’s 10:30 am
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Emily Wilmarth, pastor;, Rev. Kelley Connelly Asso. Pastor
828-526-3175 « fpchighlands.org
Sun.:Adult Ed.: 10a;Worship | la;Tues: Men’s Group 10a;
Wed: Bell Choir 4p. Chancel Choir:5:30p
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd)

Sunday School:10 am.Worship Service:| | am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com ¢ Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am -Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm
HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. « Glenville. NC ¢ 743-2729 + Nathan Johnson

Sunday: School 9:45a.Worship | la & 7p. Bible Study 6p
Wed. Kidsquest 6p.;Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 ¢ 165 S.Sixth Street
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays:Worship:| |
HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson ¢ 11339 Buck Creek Road

The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily
sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a. & 6p.Wednesday Worship is 6p
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376
In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
909a Bluegrass and | |aTraditional
www.highlandsmethodist.org
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA
2152 Dillard Road ¢ 526-974|
Rev. Ken Langsdrof
Worship/Communion: 10:30 All are welcome.

Visit our website: Holy Family Lutheran Highlands NC
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miiles south of Highlands on N.C.28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| |. Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
Franklin « 828-634-1312 « mountainsynagoguewnc.com.
Services: st Fri.and 3rd Sat.and Rosh Hashanah & Yom
Kippur.

MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH
743-2583 * Independent Bible Church
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church. 4224 Big Ridge
(4.5 miles from NC 107)

Weds:Youth Group 6 p.m.; Bible Study 6:30 p.m.;
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone — 526-2418
Sat. 4pm 5/24/25-10/25/25; Sun. - | lam
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School —10 a.m.;Worship —I | am.& 7
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates * 526-3212
Sun.: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:10:45 a.m.;Worship: 6 p.m.
SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Richard Salmonson
Sundays: School:10 a.m.;Worship:I | a.m.
ST.JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Mass: Sun. 9a (English); Mon. 9:30a (Vatican Il in Latin); Tues.
7p (Spanish);Wed.,9:30a (English)

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: » 743-2359 * Rev. RobWood
Sunday Service (summer):9am & | lam
Visit our website: www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com
Our Bazaar Barn supports outreach in the community.
Open Fri & Sat. | lam-3pm
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
85 Sierra Drive. Franklin ¢ uufranklin.org
Sunday Worship - | | a.m.
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev.Sam Forrester/Cashiers *828-743-2122
Sunday School:10 am.Worship Service:| | am




..REDISTRICTING continued from page 5

government, and I urge you to
take your time. We need to ana-
lyze and study all the possibili-
ties — possibilities of how many
districts do we have, whether we
want the district voters to elect
their representatives. There are
just so many possibilities. We
need to look at the demograph-
ics we’re dealing with now as
revealed in the recent housing
study,” he said. “I think it’s im-
portant that we make sure that
we have input from all residents
in the county and then make a
very critical and deliberate deci-
sion on whether and how to re-
organize the districts.”

BOC chairman Josh Young
did say he thought the districts
should be recalibrated.

“I would also like to see a
comprehensive study that in-
volves other counties in our re-
gion and other “like” counties in
the state. I would like to see all
the options in front of me on
paper.”

He also suggested reformu-
lating the Macon County School
Board.

“While we are at it, I'll
throw another one out there.

What about the school board?

It might be time to do a census
and recalibrate that while we’re at
it. Let’s do it right, let’s do it en-
tirely,” he said.

After listening to several citi-
zens express their concerns about
the restructuring, and closing the
public hearing, commissioners

continued to discuss the issue
among themselves concluding
that the board needed more time
before considering such a change
to the election process.

Commissioners did not take
any action and did not vote on
the proposed resolution.

e

nightly rental on the 3rd. floor.

Demolition of Bill's Soda Shop on the corner of 4th and Main streets
was set for February and by the close of Tuesday, Fed. 10 it was gone.
In its place will be a 3-story building with retail space on the ground
floor, office space on the second floor and luxury residences for

. T

Photo by Kim Lewicki

.SPIRITUALLY from page 14

to save us! We must respond
in obedience to His Word and
keep His commandments if we
want to return that love to Him.
An example before I close.

In Mark 10:17-22, Jesus is
confronted by a young man who
wants to know what he must do
to inherit eternal life. After clari-
fying that the young man needed
to know he was talking to God,
Jesus lists six commandments
of the Decalogue as a means
of testing, The young rich man
tells the Lord that he has kept
these since his childhood days.
Then it says that “Jesus, look-
ing at him, loved him.” Then he
gives him the great challenge of
selling all he had and gives it to
the poor if he wanted treasure
in heaven. But the young man,
disheartened by the saying,

turned away sorrowful. He could
not obey because he couldn’t give
up his great possessions.

Did you catch it? Jesus loved
the young man, but the young
man didn’t love the Lord enough
to obey and give up the things
of the wotld. This is the way the
story ends. God’s love was not
enough. Obedience to God’s
clear teachings and devotion to
the Lord compliments the ex-
change, verifying that God’s love
is received and our love is given
back.

We can talk a lot about God’s
love, even wrap ourselves in the
emotional comfort that love
proffers. But if we stop short of
yielding our lives in obedience to
His Word and all its teachings,
we will find ourselves discour-

aged and filled with despair like
the rich young man. God’s love
is only sufficient when we love
Him in return through our obe-
dience. We love God because He
first loved us (I John 4:19). But
we obey Him in our love because
He gave us His love, Jesus Christ
our Lord.

And back to John 3:16. God
so loved the world that He gave us
His Son Jesus Christ for our sins.
It continues, “that whosoever be-
lieves in Him should not perish
but have eternal life.” The word
“believes” is a verb in the original
Greek. It is not just a cognitive
response that is required, but the
constant action of obedience and
devotion that completes the ex-
change of God’s loving salvation.
Again, God’s love is not enough.

Highlands Newspaper - Thurs. Feb. 12,2026 - 828-200-1371 - Page 15

* FIRE REPORTS ®

The Highlands Fire & Res-
cue log from Feb. 4.

Feb. 4

* At 12:22 p.m, the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence on Hummingbird Lane.

Feb.5

* At 9:39 p.m, the dept. re-
sponded to a chimney fire at a resi-

dence on Shortoff Road.

Feb.9

* At 9:01 a.m,, the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a location
on Main Street.

* At 12:23 p.m,, the dept. inves-
tigated the activation of an alarm at
a location on Carolina Way.

..MJAYOR continued from page 2

cials, I asked Dr. Chris Cooper,
a professor of political science
at Western Carolina University,
about the impact of yard signs
and folks campaigning at polling
places. I thought those tactics
really had no major impact, that
people already had their minds
made up about who they were
voting. Dr. Cooper replied that
research indicates that such
practices can make a difference
in an election, especially in town
and county races whete a voter
may not be familiar with a candi-
date. Having yard signs and local
residents advocating for a candi-
date can influence undecided
voters heading to the polls.

So, in summary, I accept the

proliferation of campaign signs
and groups of supporters dur-
ing an election season as being
part of the American way. It can
be sometimes unsightly and ir-
ritating to some, but it is a small
price to pay for free and open
elections.

I also want to express my
appreciation and support for all
the volunteers who work at the
polls during early voting and on
Election Day. It is long and hard
work, and I hope every voter
will be courteous and apprecia-
tive of their fellow citizens who
are willing to make this impoz-
tant commitment to the com-
munity and country.

THE
FIREWOOD COMPANY

Highlands ® Cashiers ® Atlanta

828.200.3050

bobhenritze@gmail.com ® www.firewoodcompany.net
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Need some help managing life?
Relationships?
Finding your purpose
moving forward?

Join us Sundays at 9 a.m.

A small group environment --
breakfast included.

Live Stream --

Andy Stanley/North Point CC
Join us for a
non-denominational
gathering
For more details, text Bee
at 404-307-1415

4
. Ryan M. Bears
Branch Leader

Cell: 803-271-5426
Off ce: 828-526-8784
ryan.bears@allentate.com

Kiln dried
FIREWOOD

Delivery or pickup

2460 Cashiers Road « Highlands 828-526-2395
highlandslawnandgarden.com

LISATHOMPSON
DOG SITTING

« daily drop-in visits

« overnight & extended
stays

« dog walking
. 828.424.4637

HIGHLAMNDS
CASHIERS

CHRISTIE’S

INTERMATIOMNAL REAL ESTATE

Colleen Kerrigan, Broker
615-400-5498

colleen.kerrigan.wnc@gmail.com

Authenticity, Honesty, Integrity

Highlands Office 210 N. Fifth Street

> 828-526-9325 «

Generators aren’t just a “thing” we do,
generators are all we do!

CHESINUT STORAGE

Storage Units Available
Secure 24-Hour Access
Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms

Call today to find out why we're
“Highlands Premier Facility”

828-482-1045

Buck Creek Rd - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Road near the hos-

Look for our sign!

e Grading
* Excavating
e Driveways
* Build sites
* Hauling
e Septic Systems

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643
Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com

828-200-9217 Fully Insured

Crane
Rentals
Available

COUNSELING

CENTER
OF HIGHLANDS
Peggy Crosby Center » 348 South Fifth Street
828-482-7417

info@counselingcenter.org + counseling-center.org

We are nonprofit and provide counseling on a sliding scale fee so
everyone can receive the care they need regardiess of ability to pay.

360 MAIN STREET

ESTATE JEWELERS OF
HIGHLANDS

Realtor-Broker

Luxury Home Specialist
Licensed in NC & GA

Cell: 828-332-9767
al.stoncham@allentate.com

ALLEN TATE REALTORS/PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP
HIGHLANDS/SCAINQUNTAIN/CASHIERS

=X
Fr e -- -u._--"‘._-.'."'fl‘-: .-_:"“- o ""':""'
llnnmtmunt Only! =« -~
MEenDOZATREE ExpErT - > e
Quality Tree Care & Removal |8+ years nalmza mtgﬁn ::;j‘
estimates@mendozatree.com Toxt: TT“ “3-“!25 “
mendozatreeservices.com [mml .lnﬂ“g]ﬂamls@gmml,ﬂ".
NOW HIRING
Al Stoneham OLD Aps

EDWARDS

HOSPITALITY GROUP

¢ EXPERIENCED HOTEL/RESORT Sales Manager

e EXPERIENCED HOTEL/RESORT Catering & Events
Manager

¢ Sales Office Manager

¢ Sales Associate
Apply at www.oldedwardshospitality.comicareers

Email careers@oldedwardsinn.com
Phone: 828-787-2631

Office Roles
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* CILASSIFIEDS ®

HELP WANTED

EDUCATION AND OUTREACH COOR-
DINATOR - The Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust_is
seeking to fill the position of Education and Outreach
Coordinator. For more information see “Job Open-
ings” at https://www.hcltnc.org/about. (st. 2/12)

LOCAL LANDSCAPE COMPANY needs
bookkeeper full or part time. 828-342-4463. (st. 1/29)

l/@"

AMES RUIZ PAINTING

Residential & Commercial
Interior * Exterior ¢ Cabinets * Doors * Sheetrock
Epoxy Garage Floor

828-332-7099 ° ruizf8847@gmail.com

AUTOMOTIVE

)
- A
'E}T“: . -FL'I'Ri

828-787-2360
2851 Cashiers Road, Highlands
We're proud to be a family-owned company with 43 years in the
business, and even prouder to now serve the Highlands community.
~ Bob Saladna, Owner

Hara’s wieds
HighlandsgAlutombotive)
ifalifabout!

* Same-day service for most maintenance
and routine repairs.
* Top-tier diagnostic & programming tools
— just like the dealer.
* New tire, alignment & balancing
equipment for precision and speed.
* Same experienced technicians.

We service ALL domestic and foreign vehicles.

&

Also serving customers in: pe
Atlanta, GA | Dallas, TX | Houston, TX Z;I_W._}
Come see the difference. S T

FOR SALE

RARE INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY -
House and 3 cottages on Chestnut Walk for sale. #44,
850 sq. ft., house, creekfront, built in 2022, $650,000.
#46,400 sq.ft.,STR registered cottage, with creek view
deck, $425,000; #49, 400 sq. ft. STR registered cottage,
covered porch with laundry room, $425,000; #50, 240
sq. ft studio cottage, $225,000.All or part available. By
appointment only. chasdash@rocketmail.com. (March
5)

WATERFALL SOUND HOMESITE. Rare
2-Acre homesite off Walkingstick Rd. Awesome sound
of nearby waterfall, private peaceful. Established neigh-
borhood of fine homes. 10 minutes downtown. Power
in Place. $76,000 Highlands Sotheby’s International Re-
alty 561-632-3781. (st.Jan. I)

FOR RENT

3 BED, 2 BATH HOUSE FOR RENT. Rolling
Acres. $2,500/month. Available now. Huge yard. Hard-
wood floors. All appliances. Qualified dogs OK. Out-

door fire pit. Warm, friendly place and neighborhood.

Call Dick at 828-200-4264. (st. Dec. 25)

4 BD/3BA FOR RENT HIGHLANDS - Up-
dated farm home, located between Highlands & Ca-
shiers off Hwy 64. $3,200/month, includes all utilities
with high speed wifi. Call Marcy 828-482-4239 (st.7/10)

2BD/2BATH SINGLE WIDE $I,100 per
month internet included. First last security. Mark 828-
200-0765. (st. 5/29)

r ] I I I I I 1
l

Bandlina® Glasas,

Fine Dry Cleaning Since 1960
I Next to Slabtown Pizza in Cashiers
828-743-9100
! ATTENTION:
HIGHLANDS
Dry Cleaning Customers!

|
|
|
20% discount |
|
|
|
|

on your first order
AND
All subsequent orders.

We look forward to serving you!
Next to

Slabtown

Pizza

in Cashiers

L______J

SERVICES

CUSTOM WELDING — gates, railings, trailer
repairs, fencing, hand rails and more. | come to you!
Call Gavin at 828-200-4219 or email smallgavin26@
gmail.com

MURPHY'’S PAINT COQ. - interior/exterior
painting/sheetrock repair/wallpaper removal/log homes/
decks. Insured. Free estimates. 828-332-0525 or 828-
421-8600. (3/12)

Resume upon request. Mori Smith. 228383-4448.(st.
12/4)

QUALITY HOUSEKEEPING — Mori Smith.
228-383-4448.Resume upon request. Serving Highlands
and Franklin. (st. 12/4)

— In-House Pet or
People sitting. Call Peg Ellis. Retired RN. References
available. 828-200-1028. (st. | 1/20)

PLATEAU PAINTERS - Interior and exterior
painting, pressure washing, decks,and sanding and stain-
ing wood floors. Division of Chatlos Construction. Fully
insured. Free estimates. Call Mike at 828-200-4071.
(6/26)

—We take anything.
Call 828-200-0492 (7/31)

HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS HANDYMAN -
Chatlos Construction — Remodels, Additions, Framing,
Siding, Roofing, Decks, Painting. References. Insured.
828-200-4071. (4/30)

NEED FURNITURE MOVED OR ANY-
THING HAULED AWAY? Call or text James of
Going Gone at 828-421-2655. (7/31)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/KEVIN VIN-
SON: scanning photos, slides & negatives to CD or
DVD for easier viewing.Video transfer to DVD. Every-
thing done in house. Leave message at 828-526-5208.

Elevated Home Maintenance & Repairs,
A Step Above the Rest
Carpentry * Tile Work ¢ Drywall « Remodels

Painting ¢ Flooring * General Labor * Realtor Punchlists

(828) 371-9071

ElevatedHomeMaintenance.com

Classifieds:
$10 for first 10 words; 30 cents for each addi-
tional word; $5 for graphic; $2 for color highlight

Business Cards
$23 Black & White * $28 color
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e HicHLANDS AREA EVENTS @

NOTE:

* No Senior Luncheon at
Rec Park the month of Febru-
ary.

MOVIE

* At PAC’s Martin Lipscomb
Theatre, Feb. 20-March |, Ham-
net, the powerful story of love
and loss that inspired the cre-
ation of Shakespeare’s timeless
masterpiece, Hamlet. Show-
times: Fri., Feb. 20, Sat., Feb. 21:
2pm & 5:30pm; Sun.,, Feb. 22,
2pm (WITH CAPTIONS) &
5:30pm; Fri.,, Feb. 27, Sat., Feb.
28, 2pm & 5:30pm; Sun., March
[, 2pm (WITH CAPTIONS) &
5:30p.Tickets are $12 total (in-
cluding taxes and fees)

POOL SCHEDULE

* Lap Swim: Mon.-Fri. 6am-
9:45am, and Saturday [Oam-
[Ipm - 6 lanes. Water Aero-
bics: 18 y+ Mon.-Fri. 10-1lam
with Karen Chambers. Adult
Swim: I8y+ Mon.-Thurs. | lam-
3:30pm, Friday |lam-1:30pm.
Public Swim: Mon. thru Thurs..
3:30-7pm, Saturday |lam-6pm
and Sunday 1-6pm

PICKLE BALL

* At the Recreation Dept.
every Monday - Friday |Oam-
Ipm indoors for the winter
(notice the days and time has
changed),

MOUNTAIN
INGS

* Winter Hours: Friday
& Saturdays. Open: 10 am - |
pm. Spruce Street. www.moun-
tainfindings.org

FIND-

ICE SKATING IN PARK

* Thurs., 3:30-8p; Fri. 3:30-
10p; Sat. |-10p, Sun. 1-5p Hours
will be extending during Thanks-
giving and Christmas vacations.
$8 with or without skates.

ALL WEEK
* Scaly Mountain/Highlands/
Cashiers  Alcoholics Anony-

mous “Open Meetings” are for
anyone who thinks they may
have a drinking problem or for
anyone interested in the AA.
recovery program. Open meet-
ings are held at Scaly Mountain
@ Grace Chapel, 9915 Dillard
Rd., Scaly Mountain each Tues at
5:30 pm and Highlands @ the
Ist Presbyterian Church, 471
Main St.,on Monday at 5:30 p.m.
and on Wednesday & Fridays @
12:00 noon. Open in-person
meetings are also held in Ca-
shiers @ the Albert Carlton
Cashiers Community Library,
249 Frank Allen Rd. on Sunday
at 5pm, on Tuesday @ 7 pm, on
Friday at 5 pm and on Saturday
at 9 am. For more information
please visit our website www.
aawnc80.org or to speak with
a member of AA. 24/7 call our
HELP Line 828 349-4357

Mon.Thurs.

* At First Presbyterian
Church, ArtSpace is open from
9 a.m.to 4:30 p.m.The next ex-
hibit will start in mid-August.
For information contact fpch-
kelley@gmail.com

Mon., Tues.,Wed, Fri.

¢ EnerChi: Connect mind,

* Macon County Youth Soccer Spring registration is open and
ends February 21 for players (boys and girls) born from 2011 through
April first 2022. Cost is U5&U6 $75, U8&U10 $85 and U12 &U15 is

$90. Register at maconsoccer.net.

* Franklin Little League Baseball registration is open until March
8. Cost to register is Baseball $65 and Tee Ball is $50 with sibling
discount of $15. online registration www.franklinlittleleaguebaseball.

com.

* Franklin Little League Softball registration is open until March
13. Cost to register for softball is $55. Open for ages 4-14 years old.
Online registration at www.franklinlittleleaguesoftball.com.

body,and breath usingTai Chiin
a meditative movement prac-
tice. Call or email if interested
in these classes 828-634-1404
or WellspringClasses@gmail.

com. Mon. 5:30-6:30pm, Tues.

4-5pm, Wed. 6:30-7:30pm and
Fri.4-5pm and 5:30-6:30pm.

Mon-Wed-Fri

* Aerobics with Tina Rog-
ers 8-9am at the Rec Park.

¢ Balance, Stretch &
Strengthen Class at the Rec
Park 8:30-9:30am.The cost for
the class is $30 a month and
is led by Vivian Brewer. Call
the Recreation Department at
828-526-3556 for more infor-
mation.

Mon., Tues., Thurs.

* The Food Pantry be-
hind the Methodist Church
on Spring Street is open from
| 0a-6p.

* Exercise Class with Mi-
chelle Lane at the Rec Park at
5:30.A combo class with differ-
ent types of exercise. 828-526-
3556

Second Mondays

* The local chapter of PEO,
an off-campus sorority found-
ed in the 1800s that provides
grants and loans to women
with financial need who want
to return to school or further
their education meets at 10
a.m. For more info call presi-
dent Paula McDonald at 706-
372-3004

Tuesdays

* Strength Training at the
Rec Park 8:15-9:15 am.

* At Wayfarers Chapel,
Workshop for Writers — from
5-6:30 PM

* ESL classes at The Litera-
cy & Learning Center, 6-7 p.m.
675 S 4th St.

2nd Tuesdays

* Highlands Writers Group
meets on alternate Tuesday af-
ternoons at 3pm. Writers still
uncomfortable with in-person

gatherings may participate via
Zoom meetings For more info
contact Bud Katz at either
828-526-3190 or at budan-
dlynn@me.com

2nd Wednesdays

* Hudson Library, in part-
nership with VAYA Health, is
hosting an educational series
on adult mental health topics,
at || AM..To register, stop by
the library or cll 828-526-303 1.

Wednesdays

* Digital Navigators will
be at the Hudson Library from
[-3 PM, digital navigators will
host a Tech Time drop-in time
at Hudson Library with the
goal to assist attendees with
basic smartphone, laptop, iPad
and tablet skills. For more in-
formation, call the Library at
828-526-3031.This program is
free and open to the public.

Thursdays

* Kickboxing 8:15-9:15a.at
the Rec Park. No martial arts
background necessary Con-
tact the Rec Dept.at 828-526-
3556 for more info.

* At First Presbyterian
Church a free concert “Mu-
sic for Prayer” at noon. These
casual concerts are almost
entirely improvised and last
30-45 minutes. This offering is
called Music For Prayer.

* At Hudson Library, spe-
cial children’s events will be on
tap on Thursday afternoons at
3:30 Kids Zone programs.

Fridays

* At Hudson Library, Fri-
day afternoons at 2 PM, there’s
a variety of children’s pro-
grams including board games,
STEM programs, and crafts.

3rd Saturdays

* Dec. 20th meeting is
cancelled. Meeting will resume
in January. The American Le-
gion Post 370 meets at the
First Methodist Church at 315
Main St. in their community

room/909 chapel. Breakfast ia
at 9a; meeting is at |10a. Email
ncpost370@gmail.com or just
join us at 9am.

Sundays

* At Wayfarers Chapel,
Sunday Service: 10a Sunday
Mornings. Stick around for
visitation and coffee hour im-
mediately after service. (Cof-
fee hour is replaced by potluck
dinner the Ist Sunday of each
month).

Fri. & Sat.,Feb. 13-14

* PAC Outreach Theater
Camp — How to Audition Join
us for a two-day theater camp
designed for young perform-
ers ages 7-18. 10a to 3p. For
tickets, call 828-526-9047.

* Highlands Cashiers Play-
ers present “For Better or
For Worse” mystery Dinner
Theatre. at the Martin Lip-
scomb Theater in the High-
lands Performing Arts Center
$55 per person - dinner, non-
alcoholic beverages, dessert
and an interactive show. Wine
and cocktails will be available
for purchase. For tickets go to
highlandscashiersplayers.com
or call the box office at 828-
526-9047.

Mon.,Feb. 16

* US House District 11
Candidate Forum at the Ma-
con County Library on Siler
Road from 6-8 p.m. The five
democrat candidates running
for the seat will be featured.
Register to reserve your seat
at mobilize.us/s/aVVjmZ

Thurs., Feb, 26

* At Highlander Mountain
House, Valley James is per-
forming at 8:30 p.m. Tickets
are $35 (excluding taxes and
fees).

Wed., March 4

¢ At PAC, Paces Live Pres-
ents: A Taste of Ireland at 7:30
p-m. For tickets, call 828-526-
9047.
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BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY ‘ MEADOWS MOUNTAIN REALTY
H s

OMESERVICE

SILVER EAGLE

Native American Jewelry
Crystal & Gem Gallery

Highlander
Mountain
House
&

The Ruffed
Grouse
Tavern

COVETED
HIGHLANDS
LOCATION

hlghlanderountainhouse.com

Soio f i € NET

: “ct LUXURY COLLECTION”

e I c e r Of the 55,000+ BHHS agents across the globe,

- ¥ ’ Fayeranksinthe TOP 2% andisa

B e —— Luxury Collection Specialist.
Country Club Properties , e el i il , FAYE WURM

Your local hometown H|gh|and8 Proper“es 828 2001345 =

Real Estate professionals.

—

Ll

371 Dixon Drive

- o 3 Offices 828-526-2520 450 N. 4th St. Highlands, NC faye@bhhsmmr.com o . Highlands, NC
349 Main Street, Highlands, NC www.CCPHighlandsNC.com 828-526-5522 2834 Gashiars Rd, Highlands : :
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com www.highlandsproperties.com https://fayewurm meadowsmtnrealty.com/ Offered Furnished

— - for $1.8 M

@
Team RickSteve - _ g /
“The Power of 3” e /
i . P (| CHESTNUT ST + 3 Bed, 3 Bath
Trusted advisors 2 ;

providing impeccable, » 2 Fireplaces
personalized service

e Large, Level Lot

(I-T | HOWARD HANNA [P St

ALiEw TATE REAL ERTRTE INTERRAT I

* Adjacent to
Conservation Property

#1IN THE CAROLINAS « 404-219-1349 « TEAMRICKSTEVE@ALLENTATE.COM Historical
Darlene Conley Vilage
Mountain Luzury

Your Dream. Your Journey. YOU'RE
HOME!

Dedicated to finding the home you ve
alhways wanted.

Cell: 404-427-2448
darlene.conley@ allentate.com

ALLEN TATE REALTORS/
PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP

I =

Reehes

Cwclie ey

W
B ark [
N,
Oax st~/

Visitor
Center

Clif Gottwals

Library

303.887.7479

AN ST
Q :“j% Clif. Gottwals@Gmail.com
HURC 5 %

sl CHRISTIE'S

su;\.L\"' INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE
—— HIGHLANDS CASHIERS ——
PRING 57
HighlandsCashiersCIRE.com
Urn sy 210 North Fifth Street
Highlands, NC 28741

CHRISTIE’S | HIGHLANDS

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE CASHIERS

Highlands Office | 210 N. 5th Street
"

Cell: 828-787-1895
pamela.nellis@yahoo.com

Hardware

Highlands | Sotheby’s

INTERMNATIONAL REALTY

114 N. 4th Street * Highlands, NC ﬂ'w\mﬂﬂ’ ]

Local Expertise, Global Connections. PROPERTIES
Licensed in NC and GA DEHISE Bﬂﬂthb}"

office: 828.526.8300 * cell: 828.337.0706 828-482-2434 ;
sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com ¢ highlandssir.com www. LiveLoveHighlands.com |

Sheryl Wilson




More than 33 years of exemplary
service on the plateau!

2 @é A% Our clients rate us 5 out of 5

REALTY GROUP kA4
Voted America’s Best = CLHMS | 72y

AMERICAS BEST 2 .'M‘__ 15
| "GUILD | - "

moment @
LANDMARK

VACATION RENTALE

your mountain story beging here—
embracing both the life vou lead
and the getaway you crave

For vacation rentals, visit
LANDMARKVACATIONS.COM
orcall 828-743-9234.

JULIE OSBORN & PATALLEN

-

julie.osborn@gmail.com  patallen@gmail.com
828.200.6165 828.200.9179

;.f‘:'«' DAVID

" BOCK

‘ BUILDERS

ockBunders com 828-526-2240

.z".\.

Highlands

Jody Lovell

: ##1 Broker

IN THE CAROLINAS

$1 Billion + agent. [

L
TOTAL CAREER SALES VOLUME D) -

#8 Agent Worldwide

AMONG 26,100+
SOTHEBY'S INTERNATIONAL REALTY AGENTS

PER REAL TRENDS, HCMLS AND COUNTY RECORDINGS

Sotheby’s

BERKSHIRE
HATHAWAY

HOMESERVICES

MEADOWS MOUNTAIN
REALTY

(828) 226.6303 If youwant an
award-winningreal
estate experience,
choose an

award- wmnlng

MITZI RAUERS
Broker / Luxury Collection
Specialist

(404) 218-9123
mitzi@bhhsmmr.com

*Based on 2023 sales data. Out of a global network
of 65,000+ BHHS agents

Mountain Living ...
begins with
conversation and a
cup of coffee.

CHRISTIE’S

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE
—— HIGHLANDS CASHIERS ——

PAT GLEESON
Broker | Realtor® | 828.782.0472
PatrickGleeson4@Gmail.com

BEE GLEESON
Broker | Realtor® | 404.307.1415
BeeGlee4@Gmail.com

JESSICA HABERKERN
Broker | Realtor® | 254.718.7494
JessHaberkern@Gmail.com

HighlandsCashiersCTRE.com | 210 North Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741

..on the Verandah [RS8
‘ﬁ) Restaurant A )
=~/ on Lake Sequoyah |
828-526-2338
42 Years of Fine Dining
Open
7 nights

5:30_9p www.ontheveranda-th.com

MCCULLEY’S
CASHMERE

Scotland’s Best Knitwear

Open 7 days a week

526-4407
242 S. 4th St.




