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The largest selection of 
Scottish cashmere in the U.S.A.

In Highlands ...on the hill
242 S. 4th St. • 828-526-4407

Open 7 days a week
www.mcculleys.com

MM ccCULLEY’SCULLEY’S
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The Annual Open House at HF&R Dept. is this Sat.
This annual event is for chil-

dren and adults of  all ages! There 
will be free hotdogs, fire truck 
rides, rescue demonstrations, car 
seat checks, and agility drills from 

11a-3p at the station at Oak and 
Main streets in Highlands. 

The SkyValley-Scaly Moun-
tain Volunteer FD is also hosting 
Community Appreciation Day at 

the Scaly Mountain Fire Station 
on 169 Hale Ridge Road from 
11a to 4p. There will be food, 
games, demonstratons and a 
bounce house for children.

Photo by Kim Lewicki

Judge rejects key HCA argument over its 
obligations for services at Mission Hospital

Ruling clears way for trial on whether “degraded” emergency, oncology 
services constitute breach of purchase agreement

By Ted Clifford
Since its sale to the for-

profit HCA Healthcare seven 
years ago, Mission Hospital has 

been beset by complaints about 

By Kim Lewicki
At its July meeting, High-

lands agreed to follow in the 
Town of  Franklin’s footsteps 
and impose a one-year mora-
torium on data centers. To that 
end Town Attorney Nick Tosco 
was charged to draw up a mora-
torium. 

Though thoughts are High-
lands has limited land available 
for data centers making massive 
facility development unlikely, 
Tosco said he has been drawing 
up moratoriums across Western 
NC and the assumption that 
data centers require large tracts 
of  land is false.

He said a data center is cur-
rently underway on a relatively 
small parcel in downtown Char-

Public asked 
to comment 
on proposed 
data center 

moratorium

New NC 
law allows 

ALPR  
readers on 
state roads

Local law enforcement 
has the last say

By Kim Lewicki
Though a new NC law al-

lows license plate readers on 
state roads, that doesn’t mean 
local law enforcement has to use 
them.

In Highlands, two state 
roads run through the munici-
pality – US 64 and NC 28 -- but 
Highlands Police Chief  Andrea 
Holland said at this time, the 
town isn’t interested in employ-
ing the technology.

Some time over the last 
year, Chief  Holland and Captain 
Leah McCall brought the issue 
up to commissioners citing a 
grant-funded pilot program that 
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•Mayor on Duty•

Highlands Mayor
Patrick Taylor
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info@highlandernc.com • www.highlandernc.com

•Weather•

•SnapShot• 

Highlands Newspaper
www.HighlandsNewspaper.com 

Phone: (828) 200-1371 
Email: 

HighlandsEditor@aol.com 
Publisher/Editor: Kim Lewicki 

Reporters: Kristin Fox
Digital Media/Circulation - Jim Lewicki 

Locally owned and operated by 
Kim & Jim Lewicki 

Adobe PDF version at 
www.HighlandsInfo.com

265 Oak St. PO Box 2703
Highlands, N,C 28741 

Copyrighted - All Rights Reserved.
5,000 copies printed weekly.
Independently verified by:

Gannett Printing Knoxville TN 
Letter Policy:

There is a 500-word limit. We reserve the 
right to reject or edit letters-to-the-editor. 
No anonymous letters will be accepted, 
Views expressed are not necessarily those 

of Highlands Newspaper.
Obituary Policy

Obituaries are $8 per column inch. 
$10 per photo.

Payable prior to publication.

• See MAYOR page 10

Verdant 
Waves of 
Green
This shot was taken by 
Janet Singletary outside 
the Hudson Library.

Do you have a heartfelt, funny, 
interesting, or beautiful photo you 
would like to share in our “Snap-
Shot” section? Email it to highland-
seditor@aol.com or text it to 828-
200-1371, with a brief  description 
and a name. No anonymous photos 
will be accepted.

In last week’s article entitled “Plan-
ning Board is reviewing the 2022 Com-
munity Plan,” it was Daryl Griswold not 
Christian Haberkern who suggested a 
look at the town’s vacant land would be a 
good start in dealing with housing. 

We regret the error and are happy to 
set the record straight.

•Correction•

I heard my father repeatedly 
say, “I work for the public, 
and I cannot do that.” He 

was the resident engineer for 
the Georgia State Highway De-
partment, overseeing the con-
struction of  the last leg of  In-
terstate 75 to the Florida state 
line. He always had a sense of  
accountability to the public; 
thus, he believed he was a pub-
lic servant. He wouldn’t and 
couldn’t accept gifts or bribes, 
as he oversaw and advocated the best 
possible construction of  public roads.

Instead of  working for the public, he 
could have made big money as a licensed 
civil engineer and surveyor. He was the 
only person in my hometown who had 
those credentials. Developers and con-
tractors constantly urged him to leave the 
highway department and work for them 
in laying out subdivisions and shopping 
centers, all of  which were being built in 
the region in the late 1950s and ‘60s. But 

for personal reasons, he was 
committed to working for the 
state, earning a modest salary to 
support our family. He worked 
for the public good and was dili-
gently engaged in post-war road 
construction, especially the In-
terstate.

Sallie and I were at a so-
cial event last week where we 
were surrounded by folks who 
shared those same values, being 
committed to working for the 

public. We were at the annual social event, 
a dinner put on by the Southwestern 
Commission, the council of  government 
for the seven farthest counties and mu-
nicipalities of  Western Carolina. As the 
mayor representing Highlands, I interact 
with the staff  of  the Southwestern Com-
mission throughout the year at meetings. 
Each summer, there is this one dinner at 
a nice venue where elected officials from 
the seven southwestern counties and rep-
resentatives of  state and federal organiza-
tions all meet and socialize together.

I am always reminded, by going to 
this event, that all these people, whether 
highway engineers, government program 
representatives, or public officials, while 
behind the screen of  their official du-
ties, are also people with families, dreams, 
challenges, and private lives, and are also 
burdened at times with family challenges.

And, they have, for the most part, 
forsaken the pursuit of  acquiring wealth 
and big financial gains in order to serve 
the public. With that role as a public ser-
vant, they also know there are some things 
they just cannot do because they work for 
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Working for the public good
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Not The Biggest... Just The Best!
www.patallenrealtygroup.com  |  828.526.8784  |  295 DILLARD RD, HIGHLANDS

Voted America’s Best by RealTrends Since 2021
PAT ALLEN JULIE OSBORN

MLS# 1002714  |  $3,100,000  |  4BR/4.5BA contemporary 
sophistication in 1875, Highlands’ newest exclusive gated 
community, with quality construction and garage  apartment for 
privacy.
JULIE OSBORN  |  (828) 200-6165

MLS# 1003549  |  $649,990  |  2BR/2.5BA beautifully remodeled and 
furnished retreat just minutes from Cashiers, offering privacy, 
comfort, and refined mountain living.
GREG HARRISON  |  (828) 200-9307

MLS# 1002744  |  $2,999,999  |  4BR/3.5BA modern residence with stone 
accents, dramatic ceilings, fabulous kitchen with scullery, elegant baths, and 
the latest bells and whistles. Highlands’ newest gated community.
JULIE OSBORN  |  (828) 200-6165

MLS# 1003651  |  $2,500,000  |  Downtown location, 3BR/3.5BA, remodeled 
with elegance, open floor plan, high ceilings, beautifully furnished, two 
fireplaces, two great rooms, water feature, windows, and natural light. 
PAT ALLEN  |  (828) 200-9179

Three Fireplaces

Refined Mountain Retreat

Gated Community

Whiteside Mountain View

VIRTUALLY STAGED VIRTUALLY STAGED
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540 Chestnut Street, Highlands, NC 28741 
5 Bedrooms· 3.5 Baths· $3,895,000 
Enjoy the charm of moll1tain living paired with a vibrant cUturol lifesty1e, with 
wor1d­doss performances, fine dining, boutique shopping, and all that Highlands 00s 
to offer just a short stroll from your front doOf. Set on beautifully lordscaped 
grounds, this elegant home offers exceptional privacy, surrounded by motlJ'e 
evergeens that aeote the feeling of o secluded estate in the heart of town. A 
welconing sense of arrivci begins 'Nith the lush front gardens ood continues to the 
enchorting rear coll'tyord, where a waterfall and fountain provide a tranquil 
backdrop for outdoor living. The inviting screened porch, complete with a 
woOO-buming fireplace, serves as on additional living space overlooking the 
picturesque gadens. lhougltful1y maintained ood move-in ready, the home also 
features o two-cor carport with floored ottic storage, addtionci guest parking, a 
generator, central vacuum system, gos starters in cil four fireplaces, rustom closet 
shelving, and a fully enoopsulated crawlspace. Combining privacy, luxury, and 
convenience, this exceptional Highlands property offers the opportunity to enjoy the 
VefY best of mountain living in one of the area's most desirable in-town locations. 

PAM NELLIS 
Realtor@ 
M: 828.787.1895 0: 828. 482.5022 
Pom@HighlondsCoshiersCire.com 

IVESTER JACKSON 

BLACKSI'REAM 

AJli-lfOfl'l"ICltion?"ovidedis deemed relatiebut is not guaranteed 01dshoJd 
be i,depWldefltly verifiad. 

CHRISTIE'S 
INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE 

G!IB 

HIGHLANDS EXPERTISE ELEVATED EXPERIENCE 
■ Highlands resident 

for 1Syears 

■ Representing buyers and 
sellers across the Plateau 

■ Seamless service from 
Atlanta to the mountains 

■ Backed by 79+ years of 
Dorsey Alston trust 

LET'S TALK 
Brian Seifried,REALTOR® 
770.309.1143 

DORSEY ALSTON 
REALTORS� 

404.352.2010 

...HCA continued from page 1

HAND CLEANING • RESTORATION • APPRAISALS

Open for the last 41 years, Shiraz has been offering wholesale prices to the 
public on its entire inventory of genuinely hand-woven oriental rugs. 

Thousands of antique and contemporary pieces from around the world.

Main Street • Oak Square
Highlands, NC 28741

www.shirazruggalleries.com

OTHER SHOWROOMS:
TAMPA • NAPLES • SARASOTA

ORLANDO

We Purchase Antique RugsMon.-Sat: 9:30a-6p • Sun: noon-5p

(828) 526-5759

30% off Cleaning & Repairs

declining care. Staff  have left in waves, 
medical specialties have vanished and pa-
tient deaths have triggered threats from 
regulators that the hospital could lose 
crucial Medicaid and Medicare reim-
bursements. 

Amid a crescendo of  public concern, 
one of  the few options to hold HCA ac-
countable has been a lawsuit by the North 
Carolina Attorney General. It alleges that 
HCA failed to live up to an agreement to 
provide services at the same level as pre-
viously available under the formerly non-
profit and well-regarded Mission Hospital 
before the 2019 sale.

A ruling Monday by a North Caro-
lina Business Court judge has handed 
significant wins to the Attorney General’s 
Office and cleared the way for a trial in 
the closely watched case. 

“HCA threw every argument against 
the wall to try to get this case thrown out, 
but they didn’t stick,” Attorney General 
Jeff  Jackson said in a statement. “I’m 
grateful the judge saw through them. 
We’re going to trial, and I will keep fight-
ing to defend emergency and cancer care 
in western North Carolina.”

Mission Hospital’s spokeswoman did 
not respond to a request for comment 
from Asheville Watchdog. 

The lawsuit, filed in 2023 by then-At-
torney General Josh Stein and continued 
by Jackson, contends HCA violated the 
2019 Asset Purchase Agreement by fail-
ing to provide oncology and emergency 
care at least at pre-sale levels that year. 
The lawsuit was filed on behalf  of  Dog-
wood Health Trust, the nonprofit created 
with the proceeds of  the $1.5 billion sale.

Much of  the case appears to hinge 
on conflicting interpretations of  the pur-
chase agreement’s requirement that HCA 
“shall not discontinue provision” of  cer-
tain medical services at Mission for 10 
years post-sale. 

HCA’s lawyers argued that “provi-
sion” meant only that the hospital must 
supply the infrastructure — the facili-
ties, staff, and equipment – for doctors 
who choose to perform the services. The 
agreement, HCA argued, was “silent as 
to the quantity or quality of  services re-
quired.” 

“A hospital is not a physician — it is 
not a person at all. As a result, a hospital 
provides services by making space, equip-
ment, staff, and other resources available 
so that a credentialed provider can care 
for willing patients,” HCA’s attorneys ar-
gued in filings. 

North Carolina Business Court Judge 
Julianna Theall Earp rejected that argu-
ment. It was “unreasonable,” she wrote in 
a 55-page order, to treat the word “provi-
sion” as “merely requiring” the company 
to provide the infrastructure for services 
and then leave it up to doctors to decide 
whether or not to provide them. 

The judge’s ruling did not address 
whether HCA violated the agreement. 
The language in it is ambiguous, the judge 
has ruled, and is one of  several questions 
of  fact to be determined at trial. 

“Each of  the parties posits a reason-
able interpretation of  the phrase ‘shall 
not discontinue,’” Earp wrote in Mon-
day’s ruling. As a result, it would not be 
appropriate for her to rule in advance of  

• See HCA page 5
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Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742 

AndreaGabbard@gmail.com
Recognized as one of the top 

100 Agents in NC 
*RealTrends’

66 Summit Trail, Highlands

4 bed
4 baths

2-car 
garage

and 
views!

$2,195,000 • MLS# 1002246

trial what that phrase meant. 
Earp’s ruling contained some wins 

for HCA. The judge found that the Attor-
ney General had not produced evidence 
that Mission had failed to provide an ear, 
nose, and throat surgeon in its emergency 
department as part of  its requirement as 
a Level 2 trauma center. 

However, she declined to let HCA 
avoid trial on the question of  emergency 
services altogether. Earp found that there 
were still questions about whether HCA 
had understaffed its emergency rooms at 
Mission and relied on unsafe nurse-to-
patient ratios. If  proven, these could be 
a violation of  the purchase agreement’s 
requirement that Mission maintain the 
standard of  a Level 2 trauma center.

Earp also declined to exclude tes-
timony from one of  the Attorney Gen-
eral’s experts, Dr. Kia Parsi, a physician, 
professor, and executive director of  the 
Texas A&M University Rural and Com-
munity Health Institute. 

HCA objected to the doctor’s find-
ings and claimed his testimony was irrel-

evant. Parsi had concluded that in 2023 
Mission Hospital’s emergency and trauma 
services and its oncology services “signif-
icantly degraded.”

This finding was mirrored in a recent 
report from an independent monitor on 
behalf  of  Dogwood Health Trust. The 
report, released last week, found that Mis-
sion Hospital was in potential violation 
of  the Asset Purchase Agreement for its 
decision to discontinue and “degrade” 
services, including the emergency and on-
cology departments. 

“HCA made commitments to the 
people of  western North Carolina about 
critical health care services they’d contin-
ue to perform,” Stein, who is now gover-
nor, said in an emailed statement. “When 
HCA failed to live up to its promises, I 
took it to court. Access to quality health 
care can be the difference between life 
and death.”

Protect Mission “as we know it,” 
emails show

The judge’s ruling hinged on a trove 
of  internal documents and records from 

...HCA continued from page 4 around the time of  the sale along with af-
fidavits and depositions from key players. 

The documents revealed that as early 
as April 2017, Dr. Ronald Paulus, Mis-
sion’s then chief  executive officer, was in 
touch with HCA, exploring the possibil-
ity of  selling Mission Hospital. Almost a 
year and a half  later, Mission, its succes-
sor organization Dogwood Health Trust 
and HCA signed an agreement for the 
Nashville-based HCA to acquire Mission 
effective Feb. 1, 2019. 

The Asset Purchase Agreement, 
which was vetted by the state Attorney 
General’s Office, specified that for a pe-
riod of  10 years following the sale HCA 
would “not discontinue the provision” of  
a set list of  services, unless there was an 
“applicable explanation.”

In the years since the sale, the docu-
ment has been criticized as weak, with 
limited enforcement powers. Whatever 
the original intent, key terms were never 
defined, creating ambiguity over HCA’s 
obligations. 

In emails from August 2018, Pau-
lus outlined the thinking of  the Mission 

Hospital board members to Charles J. 
“Chuck” Hall, HCA’s National Group 
president responsible for the operations 
of  96 hospitals across 13 states. “They 
will ask me to personally reassure them 
that ‘this protects Mission Hospital as we 
know it,’” Paulus said of  the sale. 

That understanding, he said, was 
essential to even beginning discussion 
about a sale.

“I would never have gotten [The 
Mission Health Board] to move other-
wise,” wrote Paulus. 

That same month, Dr. John Ball, 
then chair of  Mission Health’s board of  
directors, said that the purchase agree-
ment provided “the best chance for the 
clinical programs, services, and facilities 
to continue throughout the region … 
with the quality, access, and affordability 
that the people of  this region have come 
to expect of  us.” 

The following January, Ball wrote to 
the Attorney General’s Office that the 
sale to HCA was “essential to Mission’s 
continuing ability to operate at least at its 

• See HCA page 12
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•Investing at 4,118 Ft• Bryson’s Food StoreBryson’s Food Store
Proudly Serving Highlands, North Carolina since 1977

The best meals start here!The best meals start here!

103 Highlands Plaza, Highlands, NC • (828) 526-3775

 Open daily 
7:30a to 7:30p

Wine Tasting every 
Thursday, 2-5p

Read Highlands Newspaper, Highlands’ only locally owned newspaper, free from 
everywhere – on the street or on the web.

Digital version at www.highlandsinfocom - Click on Local News.  
Delivered and uploaded every Thurs. AM

Pat Gleeson
828.782.0472 

Christie’s 
International Realty

HIGHLANDS HOSTESS 

� 

- HAPPIEST IN

C7&� 
YOUR LOCAL INSIDER 

LOCAL CELEBRATION PLANNING - 
CURATED WEEKENDS - CONCIERGE 

SERVICES • INSIDER VIP EXPERIENCES 

HA PPI ESTI NH JG H LAN OS.COM 

828.200.2659 

Real Estate at the human level

People still do business 
with people, the last time 
I checked!

It’s “anti-social media” 
when two or more are seated 
in a nice Highlands restaurant, 
and everyone’s on their phone; 
or when AI becomes a person’s 
heart, soul, and creative spirit; 
anti-social media is check-
ing your Instagram feed every 
morning before your first cup 
of  coffee; or it’s when you’ve 
been in the same town for 
years, but now turn on Waze or 
Google Maps in order to find 
the new bistro just around the corner. 
And yet, so many use social media when 
they go about buying relying exclusively 
upon Zillow, realtor.com. or Trulia as the 
“experts”. The line “well according to 
Zillow, my house is worth” is prevalent.

The late great Johnny Isakson, for-
mer United States Senator and Founder 
of  Northside Realty in Atlanta, GA said 
it best: “In the real estate business you 
learn more about people and you learn 
more about community issues, you learn 
more about life, you learn more about the 
impact of  government, probably that any 
other profession that I know of.” What 
Johnny was embracing is that it’s impor-
tant that all of  us do business at the “hu-
man level”, especially in real estate where 
it’s generally one of  if  the largest invest-
ments you’ll ever make.

Zillow, Trulia, and realtor.
com certainly serve a purpose. 
They inform buyers and sell-
ers, period. I just cannot speak 
to the accuracy of  all their 
data; especially the “Market 
Values” of  real property. Re-
member, their information is 
extrapolated from the County 
records and then propagated 
based upon algorithms. When 
was the last time an algorithm 
told you about the sewage 
treatment plant just west of  
the property and when the 
wind blows you really know it? 

Did the online platform mention the fact 
that the neighbor’s driveway encroaches 
by 20 feet onto the property you’re con-
sidering buying? Do the beautiful pho-
tos show you the moisture in the crawl 
space? Let’s face it you wouldn’t buy a car 
from a vending machine would you (even 
though you can on Carvana), and Web-
MD cannot perform an appendectomy. 
The anti-social media is meant to inform. 
The human level is where you’ll be ad-
vised and where you can learn about the 
local market, especially in the mountains. 

Please do yourself  a favor. The next 
time you’re in Highlands, have that first 
cup of  coffee with the best real estate 
broker you can find. With 320+ Brokers 
along the Highlands-Cashiers Plateau, 
you have plenty of  choices. Ask your 
friend about their experiences buying or 
selling property, and if  they’re willing to 
provide a recommendation, and then call 
that person for a cup of  coffee. 

The Ritz-Carlton Hotel corporation 
has the finest hotel collection of  hotels 
in the world and earned 2 Malcom-Bal-
dridge National Quality Awards for cus-
tomer experience and for their commit-
ment to providing excellent Customer 
Experience. They had a very simple credo 
which was this “Ladies and Gentlemen 
Serving Ladies and Gentlemen”, now 
that’s doing business at the Human Level. 
The Real Estate Business is no different!

• Pat and Bee Gleeson along with Jes-
sica Haberkern are proud to be with a team of  
“Helpers” and Real Estate Brokers at Christie’s 
International Real Estate Highlands-Cashiers. 
You can reach us at 828.782.0472. Please stop 
by for coffee and conversation (210 N. 5th Street 
in Downtown Highlands).



Highlands Newspaper -Thurs., Aug 6, 2026 - 828-200-1371 - Page 7

HOWARDHANNA.COMContact Howard Hanna Allen Tate today.

ALLEN TATE REAL ESTATE

A familiar team with deep knowledge of the Highlands-Cashiers Plateau, 
backed by the resources, technology and reach of the nation’s largest 

family-owned real estate company. 

Same local experts.
New downtown location.

CASHIERS | HIGHLANDS-DOWNTOWN | MURPHY | SAPPHIRE | WILDCAT CLIFFS

NOW OPEN
411 N 4th Street

Mill Creek Shopping Center
828.547.0757

Howard Hanna Allen Tate Highlands-Downtown
Proudly introducing
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•Highlands Dining•

Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p • Sun. 11a to 7p 
Closed Tuesdays

828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
at Highlander Mountain House 

Open for 
LUNCH

Wednesday-Saturday
11:30-3p

Open for
SUNDAY BRUNCH

with Blue Grass music
10a-3p

Open for 
DINNER

Wednesday-Saturday
5:30-9p

highlandermountainhouse.com
290 Main Street • Highlands • 828-526-2590

Now serving wine, 
beer & coffee! 

Open to the public!

Coffee Bar 8a to 4p daily
Wine/Beer Bar:
Thurs-Sat 5-10p

208 N. 5th St. • Village Square • Next to Pine St. Park

Sandwich shop and 
gourmet food market

Open Year-Round
Mon.-Fri.. 11:30a to 4p 

Sat., noon-4

The Secret Garden

Call (828) 305-7509 to place a pick-up order.
Catering and Custom Charcuterie

Courtyard and Indoor seating!Courtyard and Indoor seating!

Tuck into Tasty Mexican Favorites  
& the Best Margaritas in Highlands

Host your next party at Highlands Burrito  
for birthdays, game days & more!
CALL 828-526-9313 TO BOOK

DINE IN OR TAKE IT TO GO 
226 South 4th Street, Highlands, NC

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round
Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Lunch: 11a-3:30p 
Dinner: 

5:30p - closed

Open 7 Days 

531 Smallwood Ave. 828-526-9419 Highlands

Open for our 37th Season

� 

HIGHLANDS 
-BISTRO-

"Formerly Donleon's"

AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES AND CATERING 
Open Tuesday-Saturday 

BREAKFAST 7 AM-10 AM I LUNCH 11 AM-3 PM 
Open Thursday-Saturday DINNER 5PM-8 PM 

828.482.1513 I 462 Dillard Rd, Hii::ihlands, NC 28741 
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•Dining•

828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com
US 64w • Highlands

43 Years of Fine Dining
NOW
OPEN

7
Nights a week

5:30-9p 

Open Mon-Thurs. 8:30a to 5p & Fri-Sat 8:30a to 8p

415 4th Street • 828-500-1827
(next to the Blue Bike Cafe)

TOWN OF HIGHLANDS 
NOTICE OF LEGISLATIVE (PUBLIC) HEARING 

 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that, pursu-

ant to N.C. Gen. Stat. §§ 160D-107 and 160D-601 
a legislative (public) hearing will be held by the 
Town of Highlands Board of Commissioners at the 
Highlands Community Building, 869 North Fourth 
Street, on the 20th day of August, 2026, beginning 
at 7:00pm, to receive public comment on a pro-
posed ordinance imposing a temporary morato-
rium within the corporate limits of the Town of 
Highlands on the acceptance, review, and approval 
of development approvals and permits for Data 
Centers, for the purpose of allowing the Town to 
study and establish appropriate zoning and permit-
ting requirements for such facilities.  

 
The proposed moratorium would remain in 

effect for a period of 12 months from the date of 
adoption, unless earlier terminated, extended, or 
modified by the Board of Commissioners in accor-
dance with North Carolina law. 

 
All interested residents/citizens are encour-

aged to attend. At the legislative hearing, all 
persons wishing to be heard will be given an op-
portunity to present oral comments, and written 
comments may be submitted to the Town Clerk 
before or at the hearing. Copies of the ordinance 
are on file and available for inspection in the Town 
Clerk’s office at Town Hall, 210 North Fourth 
Street, Highlands, North Carolina between 8:00am 
and 4:30pm, Monday through Friday, and may also 
be obtained by contacting the Town Clerk at 828-
526-2118 ext. 1115. Individuals requiring special ac-
commodations to participate in the hearing should 
contact the Town Clerk at 828-526-2118 ext. 1115 
at least 48 hours prior to the hearing.   

 
Gibby Shaheen 
Town Clerk 

lotte.
Furthermore, he said tightening a high impact or-

dinance may not be enough because data center entities 
can move forward once water rights are obtained from 
the state and arrangements made with electric companies 
before notifying towns and counties of  their intent.

Though it hasn’t yet considered a moratorium 
against Data Centers, at the July Macon County Com-
mission meeting, the board asked the MC Planning 
Board to consider changes to the county’s High Impact 
Ordinance to hopefully deter data centers in the unincor-
porated areas of  Macon County. 

The idea is to close any potential loopholes that 
would allow data centers to locate in the county as well 
as tightening regulations regarding noise, electrical use 

and zoning concerns.  
The MC Planning Board will consider the changes 

August 6 at 5 p.m. with a formal public hearing scheduled 
for the commissioners’ meeting on August 11 at 6 p.m. 
The public is invited to attend the planning board meeting 
as well as the public hearing and commissioners’ meeting.

Mayor Pat Taylor said he hopes Macon County will 
issue a moratorium, like Franklin and Highlands.

To that end, the town has announced a public hearing 
at the August Town Board meeting beginning at 7 p.m. in 
the Community Building to receive public comment on 
a proposed ordinance imposing a temporary moratorium 
within the corporate limits of  the Town of  Highlands on 
the acceptance, review, and approval of  development ap-
provals and permits for Data Centers. The moratorium 
will give the town time to study and establish appropriate 
zoning and permitting requirements for such facilities.  

If  passed, the proposed moratorium would remain in 
effect for a period of  12 months from the date of  adop-
tion, unless earlier terminated, extended, or modified by 
the Board of  Commissioners in accordance with North 
Carolina law. 

Meanwhile, Duke Energy’s proposed rate increase, 
which is still up in the air, is directly related to the growing 
demand of  large users such as data centers which accord-
ing to Duke accounts for 80% of  the projected demand.

Duke filed an amended proposal this week to reduce 
its requested rate increase from about 18% to about 9.5% 
over two years for residential users, but NC’s Attorney 
General Jeff  Jackson rejected the proposal.

Under the proposal, rates for residential users would 
increase by 5.9% in the first year and 3.6% in the sec-
ond, leading to a cumulative growth of  9.5%, according 
to Duke Energy spokesperson Bill Norton. 

Gov. Josh Stein, joined AG Jackson in criticizing the 
proposed settlement, saying the Utilities Commission 
needs to impose a large load tariff  to ensure data centers 
cover their own electricity costs. 

“These are some of  the largest and richest companies 
in the world,” Stein said on social media. “They can pay 
more to lower everyone else’s rates.”

Jackson Ewing, Director of  Energy and Climate 
Policy at the Nicholas Institute for Energy, Environment 
& Sustainability at Duke University, said that the primary 
reason for the rate increases is to support Duke Energy’s 
plans to build new energy infrastructure to meet the grow-
ing demand of  large users such as data centers accounting 
for 80% of  the projected demand.

Read Highlands Newspaper, Highlands’ only locally owned newspaper, free from 
everywhere – on the street or on the web.

Digital version at www.highlandsnewspaper.com - Click on Local News. 
Delivered and uploaded every Thurs. AM

Sapphire, Lake Glenville, Cashiers, Highlands, Scaly Mountain, Otto and Franklin
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Monica

Hair Cuts, 
Color & Styles 

for 
Men & 
Women

Balayage • Eyebrow Tints & Facial Waxing
Premium Hair Extensions

Bridal Services

322 Main Street • Highlands, NC
828-482-1112

Walk-ins 

Welcome!

• Beard 
Sculpting 
& Trims
• Luxury 
Shaves

• Men’s Cuts

...ALPR continued from page 1
had been in effect throughout 
the state which had law enforce-
ment agencies considering using 
the technology permanently.

Her department had con-
sidered requesting funds to pur-
chase four cameras – two each 
on two specific poles to get a 
front and rear photo – but she 
changed her mind.

First, the agreement with the 
company selling the cameras was 
about “purchasing” them but ac-
cording to the contract the “pur-
chase” price would be levied each 
year, which she said didn’t make 
sense.

“That sounds more like a 
‘leasing’ arrangement and why 
would we pay an amount to pur-
chase them if  we had to pay it 
again the next year?” she asked.

However, she said the main 
issue is the number of  lawsuits 
municipalities are shouldering 
due to the use of  the technology. 
She said citizens are requesting 
access to the information and 
there have been well publicized 
instances of  misuse of  the in-
formation from law enforcement 
officials themselves.

“If  we ever did use them, 
the officers in my department 
who would be allowed to access 
the information would be very 
limited – myself  and three oth-
ers – so I wouldn’t worry about 
misuse of  the information by my 
officers,” she said.

However, she said citizens’ 
requests pose a different prob-
lem. She said the funds mu-
nicipalities use to purchase the 
equipment and the software is 
taxpayer money, so legal experts 
say there could be an argument 
to be said for taxpayers request-
ing access.

At its July meeting, the MC 
Board of  Commissioners voted 
to bar the Sheriff ’s Office from 
using county funds to purchase 
additional FLOCK cameras and 
called for the removal of  the 
existing cameras as soon as pos-

sible.
Sheriff  Brent Holbrooks 

had requested $47,000 in the FY 
’26-’27 budget to purchase 12 
more cameras. That request has 
been defunded.

The cameras that are cur-
rently located on school prop-
erty will be allowed to remain on 
campuses, and those owned by 
the county that are not located 
at schools will be moved onto 
school properties.

The Macon County Sheriff ’s 
Office has been using FLOCK 
license plate reader cameras 
since the spring of  2024 under a 
contract signed in 2023 by then-
county manager Derek Roland 
for $31,950.

The FY ’26-’27 NC state 
budget makes the automated 
license plate reader program 
permanent, allowing law en-
forcement agencies to install 
cameras on state-maintained 
roads, though agreements have 
to be made with NCDOT and 
local law enforcement agencies.

The change was included in 
Senate Bill 257, the state’s $34.4 
billion budget, which Gov. Josh 
Stein signed into law July 7. Be-
cause North Carolina governors 
do not have line-item veto au-
thority, Stein could either sign or 
veto the entire budget but could 
not reject individual provisions. 

While signing the measure, Stein 
called the budget one with “real 
flaws.”

Previously, the technology 
could be installed on state-main-
tained roads only through the pi-
lot program.

The budget makes perma-
nent the pilot program estab-
lished in 2023 that basically in-
troduced area law enforcement 
to the technology and authorizes 
the North Carolina Department 
of  Transportation to enter into 
agreements with the State Bu-
reau of  Investigation for the 
placement of  automated license 
plate readers, or ALPRs, on state-
owned rights-of-way. 

The cameras photograph 
passing vehicles and record li-
cense plate numbers along with 
a vehicle’s make, model, color, 
date, time and location. That in-
formation is compared with law 
enforcement databases to alert 
officers to vehicles associated 
with felony warrants, stolen vehi-
cles, missing persons and Amber 
or Silver Alerts.

Chief  Holland said there 
is no doubt that the technology 
helps solves crimes noting solv-
ing the “smash and grab” case at 
Potpourri last year but said the 
“baggage” that comes with its 
use has been detrimental to mu-
nicipalities.

...MAYOR continued from page 2
the public and are under public 
scrutiny. 

Like my father they embrace 
the value of  holding the public 
trust, which translates into work-
ing for the good of  the commu-
nities they serve. Their code of  
conduct is never to be influenced 
by potential personal gain or 
riches. We need more public ser-
vants like these now more than 
ever. And it is tragic when public 
officials betray that trust as re-
cent news coverage has revealed. 

The Southwestern Commis-

sion has a number of  staff  who 
have devoted their professional 
careers to serving in areas such 
as senior care and aging, work-
force and economic develop-
ment, community health, and 
other regional public initiatives. 
After hearing a brief  program 
that thanked people who serve 
our Western Carolina communi-
ties, Sallie told me it was uplift-
ing and inspiring to be among 
people with such dedication to 
serving the public good.
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•Upcoming Event•

CHESTNUT HILL 
- OF HIGHLANDS -

LIVING 
AT ITS BEST 

Affordable. Carefree. Convenient. 

Chestnut Hill offers private residences and hospitality inspired 
services located just minutes to Main Street. Designed for 
those who value comfort, connection, and more time for the 
things that matter most. Newly upgraded 1 and 2 bedroom 
condos at a price you didn't think was possible. Less 
maintenance. Less responsibility. More time for mountain 
living, your passions, your people, and the life you love. 

BERKSHIRE 
HATHAWAY 

MEADOWS MOUNTAIN 
REALTY 

HOMESERVICES 

A luxury boutique brand, local 
market knowledge and : • 

impeccable service. 

Kinzey Parker Holm 
BROKER® -a 
RealEstateBroker.Kinzey@gmail.com 

Registration is now officially open 
for the 2026 Scholarship Golf  Classic, 
brought to you by the Bryson Family 
of  Highlands.  The event is scheduled 
for Monday, September 21st at Cullasaja 
Club, marking the 51st Anniversary of  the 
Town’s Scholarship Fund. Since 1975, the 
town has been awarding scholarships to 
graduates of  the Highlands School, who 
are pursuing a post-secondary educa-
tion.  Students attending universities and 
trade schools are eligible provided they’re 
a graduate of  Highlands School.  All stu-
dents receive some level of  support for 
the duration of  their education provided 
they reapply each year.  

The day will begin with a light break-
fast, followed by at 10:30AM shotgun 
start.  Following golf, you’ll sit down to a 
full buffet dinner in the beautiful Cullasaja 
Club clubhouse.  The event will be capped 
off  at 28 teams, so be sure to reserve your 
spot.  The cost for the event is $1000 per 
team ($250/player).  Hole sponsorships 
are available, as well as a variety of  spon-
sorship levels.  Mike and Jim Bryson are 

2026 Town of Highlands Scholarship Golf  
Tournament Registration is filling up!

continuing to support this event, ensuring 
it continues to be a revered community 
event, one that everyone looks forward to 
year after year.  For the foreseeable future, 
the Bryson Family will be a partner for the 
event and cover all the expenses associated 
with the golf  tournament.        

Event Chair, Brian Stiehler, said, “ It 
is an honor to have the support and part-
nership of  the Bryson Family because it 
enables us to generate substantially more 
for the Town of  Highlands Scholarship 
Fund.  This is such a unique program, and 
we know the community has been, and will 
continue to be, behind this 100%.”  High-
lands Mayor, Pat Taylor, said, “the Town 
is so fortunate to have Bryson Family’s 
support for this important annual event.”  
This year is particularly special because we 
are celebrating the 50th anniversary of  the 
Scholarship Fund.”

If  you have any questions about this 
year’s event, reach out to Brian Stiehler 
(787-2778) or to register, contact Gibby 
Shaheen at Town Hall by calling 526-2118.
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Bud Katz

•Here’s the Thing•
Stuff is happening, like it or not

There are a couple of  
highly visible construc-
tion sites a few streets 

apart in downtown Highlands. 
I refer to the one at the corner 
of  4th Street and Carolina Way, 
formerly a bank, and the other 
one two streets away on the 
corner of  4th Street and Main 
Street, most recently a restau-
rant and a retail shop. 

I’m told one will become 
the Highlands House Hotel 
while the other work in progress 
is currently called Cornerstone 
Highlands. 

They both promise to open 
sometime in 2027 and accord-
ing to my inside source on the 
matter both promise to cause 
as little disruption as possible in 
and to our otherwise peaceful 
and quiet existence and way of  
life here in Highlands. 

I’m not sure that’s realistic. 
This kind of  stuff  takes time.

Within the past month, 
while waiting to check out at 
Bryson’s, I overheard one cus-
tomer saying to another, “You’d 
think they could do their con-
struction stuff  over the win-
ter, right? Why do they have to 
make all that noise during the 
summer season?” The other 
person in line commiserated. “I 
know. All that rigmarole (that’s 
the word she used) is just so … I 
don’t know … dirty, messy, you 
know?” I wanted to say some-
thing about them being con-
struction sites, not hospital op-
erating rooms, but I held back. 
I have no idea what the grocery 
check-out person thought about 
the exchange. The things they 
must hear, right?

I considered sticking my-
self  into their conversation 
to inquire if  they were aware 
of  the Eight on Oak project, 
which is now virtually the entire 
view from the spacious offices 
of  this fine publication. Eight 

single-family residences, each 
with three bedrooms, three and 
a half  bathrooms, and, as their 
website suggests, a veritable 
plethora of  amenities, all under 
construction on what seems to 
be perhaps two acres of  land, 
and all looking right back at The 
Highlands Newspaper. We’ll 
keep you posted on their prog-
ress, maybe.

Here’s the thing. I bring all 
of  this to your attention because 
my suspicion is that there is go-
ing to be more of  this kind of  
activity in what has become the 
growing and changing face of  
the Highlands we all love. 

I’ve watched, just in the 15 
years I’ve been here full time, 
and, more recently, when we’re 
walking around the neighbor-
hoods close to downtown 
Highlands, smaller homes being 
knocked down in order to build 
bigger homes. Relatively recent-
ly, we’ve seen the completion of  
a glorious, beautiful, new Per-
forming Arts Center. Coming 
soon, there’s a really big, brand 
new Catholic Church still under 
construction on 5th Street over-
looking the park. It’s right next 
door to a recently renovated 
Episcopal Church. 

In the past few years, a for-
merly untouched 23-acre par-
cel of  land on Flat Mountain 
Road between Cashiers Road 
and Cheney Lane began trans-
forming itself  into High Camp, 
which has something to do with 
something called Glamping. 

Don’t ask what that is because 
I have no idea. Glamourous 
Camping? But the buildings 
don’t look awful and those 
completed seem to be doing 
business. Demand and supply, 
right?

Highlands is growing. Our 
“season” is expanding into a 
year-round visitor destination, 
which promises a more vital 
business community, which 
hopefully will serve year-
round locals and natives as 
well as summer and part-time 
residents, vacationers, week-
enders and day-trippers from 
surrounding states, cities and 
towns.

Nobody loves change. But 
it’s happening, here, and pretty 
much everywhere else. Few of  
us really applaud growth, unless 
we’re the ones helping to bring 
it or benefitting from it. But it’s 
happening, here. I choose to 
have confidence in our elected 
officials that they all love it here 
as much as we do and won’t en-
able anything that might detract 
from what has made Highlands 
special. Thankfully, they live 
here as well. 

Read the Highlands News-
paper to keep current on what’s 
happening, what’s going to 
happen, and what’s no longer 
happening. Things may move 
slowly, And they may happen 
during busy times of  the year, 
but they will happen.

• Bruce F. “Bud” Katz, and 
his wife, Lynn, have lived year-round 
in Highlands since 2011. Bud is the 
author of  four novels and a work of  
non-fiction. He facilitates the High-
lands Writers Group and spends 
much of  his time in front of  a com-
puter making words into sentences, 
sentences into paragraphs, … etc. 
You can contact Bud, regarding this 
column or for information about the 
Highlands Writers Group, at bruce-
fkatzauthor@gmail.com. 

...HCA continued from page 5
current level.”

But one of  HCA’s lead 
negotiators, Chadd Tierney, 
stated in an affidavit as part of  
the lawsuit that he understood 
HCA was not committing to 
“any particular levels or volume 
of  any particular service.” The 
Attorney General’s Office char-
acterized Tierney’s affidavit as 
“self-serving” and has urged the 
court not to consider it “compe-
tent” evidence.

After the sale, HCA main-
tained “compliance trackers,” of  
its requirements, including that 
it “[c]ontinue services currently 
provided at Mission’s primary 
Asheville hospital,” according 
to HCA internal documents 
cited by the Attorney General’s 
Office. 

Oncology in the spot-
light

Oncology services were 

among several listed in the Asset 
Purchase Agreement that could 
not be discontinued. These in-
cluded “inpatient and outpatient 
cancer services, radiation thera-
py, surgery, chemotherapy, and 
infusion services.”

The Attorney General has 
argued that Mission’s oncology 
services have “degraded” since 
the acquisition. The hospital no 
longer has medical oncologists 
to monitor initial chemothera-
py treatments (known as “first 
starts”) and eliminated complex 
hematology services for adult 
patients with blood cancers, the 
Attorney General cited in filings. 

In December 2022, Mis-
sion-employed oncologists saw 
128 new cancer patients; in De-
cember 2023, only 10 were seen, 
the filings state.

According to the Attorney 
• See HCA page 14
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Limited seats remain!

O Y S T E R  & 
S E A F O O D  F E S T

TH E  8 T H  A N N UA L

SEPTEMBER 27   

Tickets $234
Tickets include dinner, drinks, shuttle and gratuity.
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The Debt is 
Paid - Freedom 

Through
Forgiveness
Cherry Witham

Tuesday, August 18th
9:30am - 3:00pm

9:30am-12:00pm Teaching

12:00pm - 1:00pm
lunch break

1:00pm-3:00pm 
Dialogue/Discussion

First Baptist Church-Highlands
220 Main Street

RSVP if coming or would like to purchase a book for $20: 
Jannie Bean • 612-859-2984 • 828-526-5858

General, oncology services collapsed af-
ter the Messino Group, a major cancer 
treatment provider, ended its contractual 
relationship with Mission and a medical 
oncologist with the hospital resigned. 

Another doctor brought on to re-
build the cancer service testified in an 
affidavit that he was unable to retain the 
oncologists he recruited due in part to  
“concerns regarding patient safety.” 

Mission has defended its oncol-
ogy service, reiterating arguments that 
the purchase agreement did not com-
mit the hospital to a standard or volume 
of  care. Mission, its lawyers said, had in 
2023 a medical oncologist from the Hope 
Women’s Cancer Center on staff  who 
was capable of  monitoring first starts. 
Additionally, HCA has argued that com-
plex hematology services have not been 
discontinued. Mission has treated at least 
four such patients since 2023, its lawyers 
wrote. 

HCA’s argument around hematol-
ogy reflects a larger battle in the lawsuit: 
whether the services described in the 
Asset Purchase Agreement represented 
a complete list or a minimum of  what 
the hospital would provide. Where some 
might see the omission of  certain services 
as an oversight or a flaw in the purchase 

Bronze sculpture • Paintings 
Vintage & Antique Collectables & 

Furniture • Costume Jewelry

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

...HCA continued from page 12
agreement, HCA’s attorneys argue it was 
by design.

In a deposition, Neil Luri, the CEO 
of  ANC Healthcare, which was created 
to “wind down” Mission’s assets, stated 
that the Asset Purchase Agreement was 
meant to be a literal list of  services that 
the hospital would continue to provide 
under HCA. 

Asked if  Mission, as the seller, un-
derstood that if  a service “didn’t make 
the list, there was no guarantee HCA 
would provide it post-closing?”

Luria replied simply: “Yes.”
Many services that Mission’s board 

wanted did not make the list, including 
hematology, Luria said. 

But in their own filings, the Attor-
ney General’s lawyers have argued the list 
of  services was never understood to be 
literal. One 2018 email they cited from 
Paulus states, “I’m trusting you that the 
myriad of  obvious things that aren’t list-
ed… will be continued out of  common 
sense.”

• Asheville Watchdog is a nonprofit news 
team producing stories that matter to Western 
NC. The Watchdog’s local reporting is made 
possible by donations from the community. To 
show your support for this vital public service go 
to avlwatchdog.org/support-our-publication/.

RYAN HENDERSON
828-482-7062

Custom • Decks • Bathroom 
Remodel • Paint

Tiling • Carpentry
BeSpoke Shutters

Interior & Exterior Needs
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Brian Seifried
770.309.1143

404.352.2010

159 Stoney Creek Circle
Highlands, NC
3 Bed 2.5 Bath

$1,445,000 • MLS#1003773

Floor plan for illustrative purposes only. 

Contact: (706) 782-0478

162 Legacy Point Clayton, GA 30525

www.mountainlakesmedicalcenter.com / www.mlmcphysiciansgroup.com 

CONNECT

Dr. Erica McVey, 
Audiologist University 

of Texas 

Dr. Keith Jackson, MD, 
ENT Emory University 

and  Medical College of 
Georgia 

Ear, Nose and Throat (ENT) Audiology Care 

All in One Location!

�E llFE 
�!� 

Hours: 9am-5pm 
Mon-Sat 

828-526-5999
wholelifehighlands@icloud.com 
LOCATED AT 680 M 'ITII ST, IIIGlllAMDS NEcm Organic smoothie/juice

bar located 
inside Whole 

a �.&.ID Life Market 

The 2025 Best Feature Film Award 
winner will be shown at the Village Green 
in Cashiers on Sunday, August 16. The film 
directors will be on hand to discuss the film 
and its genesis. 

Never Not Yours, a drama short film 
directed by Steve Kniss and John Klein  
follows three adult siblings — Michael, El-
lie, and James — who travel to their family’s 
remote retired cabin for a weekend visit. 

Although they initially arrive without a 
clear understanding of  why they were sum-
moned, the weekend takes a chaotic turn 
when their parents, Jonathan and Maddie, 
unexpectedly announce their divorce.  

The film earned significant accolades 
at other major stops on its film festival 
circuit and is considered a festival favor-
ite. The film is free. Come early. Seating is 
limited.

FREE Screening of 
‘Never not yours’
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•Biz/Org News •

Outdoor Concert Series
Each Friday and Saturday night from May through September,

the Highlands Chamber of Commerce/
Visit Highlands, NC hosts live music downtown.

visithighlandsnc.com

AUGUST 7
Johnny Webb

AUGUST 14
 McClain Family Band

AUGUST 21
 Shawn Lane Trio

AUGUST 28
Spare Parts Bluegrass Band

AUGUST 1
Yacht Rando

AUGUST 8
Blake Ellege + The Resonators

AUGUST 22
Will Thompson Band

AUGUST 15 & 29 - NO CONCERT

Friday Night Live 
Town Square | 343 Main Street

Saturdays on Pine 
Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park

411-499 Pine StreetShowcasing traditional
mountain music and local talent Featuring a variety of popular, 

regional bands and musicians 

Join us for our August concerts!
All shows take place from 6 – 8:30 p.m.

Nearly 50 women representing a 
wide range of  professions and age groups 
gathered at Western Carolina Brew and 
Wine on Thurs., July 30, for the Highlands 
Chamber of  Commerce’s third Women 
in Business event of  the season. It was a 

wonderful evening of  conversation, con-
nection, and community.

The next Women in Business event 
will be held on Thurs., Nov. 5, at 5pm at 
One Wicker Cheese Co.

Women in business gather

Left to right: Amber Cahill (owner, Western Carolina Brew and Wine), Christal Green, Emily 
Lenski, Johanna Fein, Robin Cook and Julie Upshaw. 

By Steve Hott
Coach

On Thursday, July 23 the best of  
the MSL (Mountain Swim League) con-
verged on Cullowhee, NC to compete in 
the 2026 MSL All Star meet. As they had 
done at the All Comers Conference meet 
the week before the Hurricanes came 
away with more gold medals than any 
other of  the five teams with 15.

Leading the way for the 22 Hur-
ricanes was Jr. Olympian Justin Powell 
with 28 pts and 4 gold medals. Jr. Olym-
pians Bella Batista and Luca Maseko each 
scored 26 pts, winning three races and 
finishing 2nd in one. 

Over the course of  the 2026 year, 
Lucas Maseko broke 2 MSL records; the 
50 breast stroke and the 50 freestyle. Sis-
ter Zana Maseko had 24 pts winning 2 
events and scoring 2nd in 2. Jr. Olympi-
ans Emma Denisoff  and Jaycee Powell 
brought home 19 and 18 pts respective-
ly, each with a 1st, 2nd and a 3rd. Helix 
Sharpe-Sutton scored 17 pts with 2 sil-

vers and a bronze. Agatha Jestin had 13 
pts with 2 bronze medals, while brother 
Max brought home 12 pts and a silver 
and bronze.

Ian Batista also had 12 pts, and a 
2nd and 3rd place finish. Ivan Shchel-
gachov won a gold medal on his was to 
garnering 10 pts. Nehemiah Edwards 
had a 3rd place finish and 9 pts. Nikita 
Denisoff  and Melanie Zabrian brought 
home 8 and 7 pts, Margot Thriffilley 6 
and a bronze. Anna Shchelgachova 5 
and a silver, Lucas Zabrian and Thomp-
son Thriffilley 2 pts. Stella Kerr, Vic 
Nadzorau, and Ben Shchelgachov each 
scored 1 pt. Also swimming well for the 
Hurricanes was Hananiah Edwards.

Trophies were awarded at the end 
of  the meet for outstanding swimmers 
(1st, 2nd and 3rd) in each age sex group. 
Emma Dennisoff  was 2nd in the 15-18 
girls. Justin Powell 1st in 13-14 Boys. Bel-
la Batista 1st 11-12 girls. Zana Maseko 
2nd 11-12 girls. Luca Maseko 1st 9-10 
boys. Jayce Powell 3rd 9-10 boys.

Highlands Hurricanes Swim Team earns 
top gold medal count - again

• The Highlands Hurricanes a Highlands Recreation Park team that practices mostly in the evenings at the 
Highlands Recreation Park Pool.  The only requirement for a prospective swimmer is that they must be able to swim 
25 yards (the length of  the Rec Park Pool) unassisted.  For further information please call Steve Hott, Head Coach, 
at 828.421.4121.
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From left: Josh Bryson, President of Highlands Rotary Club and Stacy Carter, Founder Stage-
4Hope

The Rotary Club of  Highlands re-
cently awarded a grant to Stage4Hope, 
a non-profit organization that provides 
support for advanced-stage cancer pa-
tients. This grant makes the Club a part 
of  Stage4Hope’s Inaugural Founders 
Circle.  For late-stage cancer patients, 
Founder Stacy Carter’s vision for “faster 
access to care, expert medical guidance, 
emotional support, practical help, and a 
quiet place to reflect and heal” is truly a 
beacon of  hope.

Stacy herself  is a stage IV lung can-
cer survivor and understands all-too-well 

the importance of  accessing clinical trials, 
specialized treatments, mental health sup-
port and travel expense assistance. Stage-
4Hope was created to bridge the gaps 
patients and families face after a late-stage 
diagnosis – offering support and resources 
in the areas Stacy sought help.  Once its 
facilities are ready, Stage4Hope will offer 
wellness retreats at Ferngrove, its 85-acre 
mountain property, located on the Dillard 
Road in Highlands.

For more information contact: www.
stage4hope.com, call 833/402-8391 or 
email info@stage4hope.org

Stage4Hope receives grant from Rotary 
Club of Highlands

•Biz/Org News •

"Path of the Panther" Set to Screen at 
Highlands-Cashiers Film F es ti val 

Sept 17-20, 2026 

A udiences at this year's Film Festival (HCFF) will have the opportunity to 
see Path of the Panther, an award-winning documentary about the fight to

protect the endangered Florida panther and the wildlife corridor essential to its 
survival. The film is one of the festival's special screenings and offers a timely 
look at conservation efforts across the Southeast. Directed by Eric Bendick, the 
documentary follows photojournalist Carlton Ward Jr. as he unites biologists, 
ranchers, conservationists, and Indigenous peoples in a battle to protect one of 
North America's most endangered wild cats: the Florida panther. Filmed over 
five years, the project reveals wild panthers in their native habitat as they've 
never been seen before. The film traces how a species pushed to the edge of 

extinction became the inspiration for 
something larger: a wildlife corridor 
stretching across Florida and, 
potentially, the American continent. 
That vision helped build public 
support for passage of the Florida 
Wildlife Corridor Act, now widely 
cited as a model for addressing habi-

tat fragmentation nationwide. That model is already taking hold closer to 
home. In July, the North Carolina General Assembly voted to establish a 
permanent funding source, directing $10.2 million every two years toward 
wildlife crossings and mitigation strategies statewide. The move builds on 
years of work by the Safe Passage Coalition, a partnership of nearly 20 
federal, state, tribal, and nonprofit organizations that has worked since 2017 
to make mountain highways in North Carolina and Tennessee safer for wildlife 
and drivers alike. "Our team evolved alongside Path of the Panther, as 
storytellers, as filmmakers, as humans," Bendick said. "The film has found its 
path and sparked a movement. ... This story is inspiring optimism for reclaiming 
a vision of what could be again. This 'impossible idea' won't just save panthers 
one day- it might just save us too." 

Path of the Panther is one of several special screenings featured at this 
year's HCFF. Tickets are available now through three access levels: Film 

Pass, VIP Pass, and Film Festival Society Membership at 
www.highlandscashiersfilmfestival.com/P..asses 

Nonpartisan open community forum 
on MC redistricting is Sunday

Voting and redistricting potentials for Macon County to be discussed Sun-
day, Aug. 9 at 5 p.m. in the Scaly Mountain Community Building 41 Buck Knob 
Road, Scaly Mountain.
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Spiritually Speaking 
 • Places to Worship •

BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor 706-782-3965
Sundays: School:10 a.m. , Worship:11 

Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7p 
5th Sunday Singing featuring Georgia Mountain Trio;

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Senior Pastor: Rev. Amy Spivey

Assoc. Pastor: Rev. Wonyeong Lee828-743-5298
Sundays: School at 9:30; Worship & Kids Worship 10:30

 GRACE CHAPEL ON HIGH HOLLY
9615 Dillard Rd Scaly Mountain, N C.

Pastor Steve Kerhoulas. http://www.Graceonhighholly.com
Sunday School 9:45; Worship 11; Prayer Service Wed 5:30p 

Men’s and Women’s Bible Study throughout the week 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

The Rev’d Dr. Marc Robertson & Rev. Nick McGee
464 U.S. Hwy. 64E, Cashiers, NC 

CAC@christanglicancashiers.org • 828-743-1701
Sunday: Adult Christian Ed, 9:15a; Holy Eucharist, 10:30a; 

Fellowship 11:45a; Wed: Bible Study/Contemplative Prayer, 5p
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY. CASHIERS

743-5470 • www.cashiers.church
Sun. 10:45a; Wed Study5:15p supper and childcare.

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH
283 Spring Street - Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m. 

CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH

www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC • Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  

Sun: Service 10:45am, Children’s 10:30am
Wed.: Youth 5:30-7pm; Women’s Bible Study: Mon. 4:30pm, Tues. 

10am; Men’s Bible Study: Wed. & Thurs. 7am @ Zookeeper
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. W. Bentley Manning, Rector • 526-2968
5th and Main streets • www.incarnationwnc.org

Sunday: Rite I, spoken, 8 am in Chapel, Rite II with Choir 10:30 
am in Sanctuary, Wed: Healing Eucharist 12 pm in Chapel, 

Morning Prayer: Mon-Thurs 8:30 am in Chapel
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS

828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor • 220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Women’s 10:30 am
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Rev. Emily Wilmarth, pastor, Rev. Kelley Connelly Asso. Pastor
828-526-3175 • fpchighlands.org

Sun.: Adult Ed.: 10a; Worship 11a.; Tues: Men’s Group 10a;
 Wed: Bell Choir 4p. Chancel Choir:5:30p
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH

(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 
Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am

GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship

242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville. NC • 743-2729 • Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a. Worship 11a & 7p. Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson • 11339 Buck Creek Road
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily 

sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a. & 6p. Wednesday Worship is 6p
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

 Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376
In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services

 909a Bluegrass and 11a Traditional
 www.highlandsmethodist.org

HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA
2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741

Rev. Ken Langsdrof
Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.

Visit our website: Holy Family Lutheran Highlands NC
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH

8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11. Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.

MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
Franklin • 828-634-1312 • mountainsynagoguewnc.com.

Rabbi led service 3rd Saturday AM, Rosh Hashanah & Yom 
Kippur. 

MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 
743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 

Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church. 4224 Big Ridge 
(4.5 miles from NC 107) 

Weds: Youth Group 6 p.m.; Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; 
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  

CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone – 526-2418
Sat. 4pm thru Oct 24.; Sun. - 11am 

SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby

Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Richard Salmonson

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
ST. JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

Mass: Sun. 9a (English); Mon. 9:30a (Vatican II in Latin); Tues. 
7p (Spanish); Wed.,9:30a (English)

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: • 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood

Sunday Service (summer): 9am & 11am
Visit our website: www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com 
Bazaar Barn outreach is open Fri & Sat. 11am-3pm

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 
85 Sierra Drive. Franklin • uufranklin.org  

Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers • 828-743-2122
Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am

Pastor Dan Robinson
Highlands Central Baptist Church

For some time now I have pasted on the pages of  my 
Bible quotes and excerpts which have continually en-
couraged and challenged me.

I want to share some of  those with you in hopes that 
your faith will be strengthened as you read them.

“It is not what enemies will, nor what they are resolved upon, but 
what God will, and what God appoints, that shall be done.

And as no enemy can bring suffering upon a man when the will of  
God is otherwise, so no man can save himself  out of  their hands when 
God will deliver him up for His Glory. We shall or shall not suffer, even 
as it pleases Him. God has appointed who shall suffer. Suffering comes 
not by chance or by the will of  man, but by the will and appointment of  
God.”

(John Bunyan)

When C.S Lewis was doing battle with the ways of  God 
during his wife’s terminal illness, he put his thoughts into these 
words: 

“Not that I am (I think) in much danger of  ceasing to believe in 
God. The real danger is of  coming to believe such dreadful things about 
Him. The conclusion I dread is not, ‘So, there’s no God after all, but, So 
this is what God is really like. Deceive yourselves no longer.”

(A Grief  Observed, New York: Bantam 
Books,1976,p.5.)

“The evangelistic harvest is always urgent. The destiny of  men and 
of  nations is always being decided. Every generation is strategic. We are 
not responsible for the past generation, and we cannot bear the full respon-
sibility for the next one, but we do have our generation. God will hold us 
responsible as to how well we fulfill our responsibilities to this age and take 
advantage of  our opportunities.” 

(Billy Graham)

“Groans that words cannot express (Romans 8:26) are often 
prayers that God cannot refuse.” 

(Charles H. Spurgeon)

“Some want to live within the sound of  a church or cha-
pel bell. I want to run a rescue mission within a yard of  hell.”

(C.T.Studd, Missionary to China)
“Neither go back in fear and misgiving to the past-nor in anxiety 

and forecasting to the future. But lie quietly under His Hand.....having 
no will but His.” 

(H.R Manning).
Amen! No one knows you better and no one loves you 

more than the Lord Jesus Christ. I hope you will set your mind 
today to know Him increasingly and intimately.

Come to know 
him intimately
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•Police & Fire Reports•
Highlands Police en-

tries from June 28. Only the 
names of persons arrested, 
issued a summons/citation, 
issued a Class-3 misde-
meanor or those of public 
officials have been used. 

Accidents responded to: 
July 28
• Unit 1 was traveling west 

on US 64 (Franklin Road). Unit 
2 was traveling west on US 64 
making a right turn onto Oak 
Street. Unit 1 attempted to pass 
to the right of Unit 2 through 
parking places. Unit 2 was turn-
ing on to Oak Street and could 
not see Unit 1. Unit 2 hit Unit 1. 

Unit 1 came to rest on the side-
walk to the right of US 64. Unit 2 
came to rest on Oak Street.

July 31
• Unit 1 was traveling south 

on NC 106 (Dillard Road). Unit 
1 approached another vehicle in 
the roadway and made an abrupt 
right turn to avoid the stopped 
vehicle. Unit 1 ran off roadway to 
the right and into the ditch line. 
Unit 1 came to rest in ditch line 
against shrubs.

• During the week officers is-
sued 7 Citations and 28 Warning 
Tickets 

The Highlands Fire & 

Rescue log from July 28.
July 28
• At 9:55 a.m., the dept. pro-

vided public assistance at a loca-
tion on Oak Street.

• At 11:24 a.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a loca-
tion on Spring Street.

July 29
• At 10:48 a.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a motor vehicle acci-
dent on NC 106 (Dillard Road).

• At 2:22 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a loca-
tion on Oak Street.

July 30
• At 8:47 a.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a fire alarm at a loca-

tion on Oak Street.
• At 2:02 p.m., the dept. was 

first-responders to a residence 
on US 64 west (Franklin Road).

• At 4:27 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a Co2 alarm at a resi-
dence on Ridge Lake Circle.

• At 11:40 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a Co2 alarm at a resi-
dence on Gibson Street.

July 31
• At 2:10 p.m., the dept. was 

first-responders to a residence 
on Split Rail Row.

• At 2:45 p.m., the dept. was 
first-responders to a residence 
on NC 106 (Dillard Road).

• At 10:14 p.m., the dept. was 
first-responders to a residence 
on Half Mile Drive.

Aug. 1
• At 7:05 a.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence on Hickory Hill Road.

• At 10:04 a.m., the dept. was 
first-responders to a residence 
on Upper Brushy Face Road.

• At 11:08 a.m., the dept. pro-

vided public assistance at a resi-
dence on Flat Mountain Road.

• At 9:49 a.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a Co2 alarm at a 
residence on Hickory Knut Gap 
Road.

Aug. 2
• At 8:32 a.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a call of a tree down 
on Mack Wilson Road.

• At 2:27 p.m., the dept. pro-
vided public assistance at a lo-
cation on US 64 east (Cashiers 
Road).

• At 5:04 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence on VZ Top Road.

Aug. 3
• A little past midnight, the 

dept. responded to a medical 
alarm at a residence on Chest-
nut Run.

• At 9:31 a.m., the dept. pro-
vided mutual aid to the Cashiers 
FD.

• At 10:09 a.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence on Oak Point.

Highlands • Cashiers • Atlanta
828.200.3050 

bobhenritze@gmail.com • www.firewoodcompany.net

HAPPY 250TH 
BIRTHDAY AMERICA!

THE 
FIREWOOD COMPANY

Howard Hanna Real Estate opens Highlands downtown office 
Carolinas’ real estate leader partners with Team RickSteve

•Biz & Org News•

Howard Hanna Real Es-
tate Services, the country’s No.1 
family-owned and operated, inde-
pendent real estate firm and the 
No.1 brokerage in the Carolinas, 
is proud to announce the opening 
of  its Highlands-Downtown, N.C. 
office in the old Posh Paws loca-
tion next to Mountain & Souvenir 
Company at 411 N. 4th Street.

The new office expands the 
company’s presence on the High-
lands Plateau and Cashiers Valley 
while providing buyers and sellers 
with convenient access to experi-
enced local professionals serving 
Highlands, Cashiers, Sapphire, 
Lake Toxaway, Franklin, Scaly 
Mountain, and Clayton, Georgia.

The Highlands-Downtown 
office is home to real estate agents 
Rick Harrison, Steve Sheppard and 
Wes Sheppard, whose combined 
backgrounds in executive leader-
ship, finance, strategic planning, 
and local real estate provide clients 
with an exceptional level of  experi-
ence, market knowledge, and per-
sonalized service. Steve Sheppard 
will serve as broker-in-charge of  
the Highlands-Downtown office.

In 2018, Harrison and Steve 
Sheppard formed Team Rick-
Steve, which has amassed a total 
career sales volume of  $90 million, 
including $13 million in 2025.

Prior to entering real estate, 

Harrison spent 34 years in executive 
leadership with the State of  Geor-
gia, concluding his public service 
career overseeing statewide opera-
tions serving thousands of  citizens 
and public facilities across the state. 
His leadership experience estab-
lished the principles that continue to 
guide the office today — integrity, 
accountability, professionalism, and 
a commitment to serving others.

Steve Sheppard enjoyed a 
distinguished 32-year career in ex-
ecutive finance and business man-
agement with a major telecommuni-
cations company before beginning 
his real estate career. He earned his 
MBA from UGA.. He is recognized 
throughout the Highlands Plateau 
and Cashiers Valley for his market 
knowledge, trusted relationships, 
and unwavering commitment to his 
clients.

Wes Sheppard brings a strong 
business and consulting background 
to the team. He earned his MBA 
from George Washington Uni-
versity, beginning his career with a 
Washington, D.C.-based consulting 
firm specializing in program evalu-
ation and strategic planning for fed-
eral government agencies. Today, he 
combines analytical expertise with 
innovative marketing and technol-
ogy to deliver exceptional service 
to buyers and sellers throughout 
North Carolina and Georgia.

“Throughout our careers, 
we’ve learned that the company 
you represent matters,” Harrison 
said. “We wanted to align with a 
brokerage whose leadership re-
flects the same values we strive to 
demonstrate every day — integrity, 
professionalism, collaboration, and 
respect.”

Sheppard said Howard Han-
na leads by example, and they are  
proud to represent the No. 1 real 
estate company in the Carolinas, 
backed by the global connections 
of  Leading Real Estate Companies 
of  the World and Luxury Portfolio 
International. 

“Those relationships allow us 
to provide our clients with home-
town service, world-class resources, 
and the confidence that they’re rep-
resented by a company whose val-
ues truly match our own,” he said.

Gary Scott, president of  How-
ard Hanna Allen Tate Real Estate 
and Howard Hanna Southeast. 
said they are excited to welcome 
the Highlands-Downtown office -- 
represented by Rick, Steve and Wes 
-- to the Howard Hanna Allen Tate 
family,

To contact an agent in the 
Howard Hanna Allen Tate High-
lands-Downtown office or for real 
estate career opportunities with 
Howard Hanna Allen Tate, call 828-
547-0757.



Page 20 - Highlands Newspaper -Thurs., Aug 6, 2026 - 828-200-1371

Business Card Ads
$23 BW – $28 color

Classifieds
$10 for first 10 words, 30 cents each ad-

ditional word

► 828-526-9325 ◄
Generators aren't just a "thing" we do, 

generators are all we do! 

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

2460 Cashiers Road • Highlands 828-526-2395
highlandslawnandgarden.com

Kiln dried 
FIREWOODFIREWOOD
Delivery or pickup

356B MAIN STREET 
ESTATE JEWEL.ERS OF 
HIGHL.ANDS 
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Email_: ejofhighlands@gmail.com P-

#1 Family-Owned in the U.S.

Luxury Home Specialist
Licensed in NC & GA

Al Stoneham
Realtor-Broker

Cell: 828.332.9767
al.stoneham@howardhannatate.com

ALLEN TATE REAL ESTATE

Buck Creek Rd - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Road near the hos-

CHESTNUT STORAGE
Storage Units Available
Secure 24-Hour Access

Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms

Call today to find out why we’re
“Highlands Premier Facility”

828-482-1045 Look for our sign!

LISA THOMPSON
DOG SITTING

• daily drop-in visits
• overnight & extended 

stays
• dog walking

 828.424.4637

(
COUNSELING
CENTER
OF HIGHLANDS

Offices in Cashiers and Highlands

864-481-0598
info@counseling-center.org I counseling-center.org

828-482-7417828-482-7417

Come join us 
each Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

• Small group environment
• Casual

• Breakfast included
• LIVE stream ANDY STANLEY 

(NPCC)

For more information and location
Call Bee at 404-307-1415

 HIGHLANDS 
CHURCH Granite Counter TopsGranite Counter Tops

Kitchen and BathKitchen and Bath
Custom FabrictionCustom Fabriction
Natural StonesNatural Stones

Elevated Home Maintenance & Repairs, LLC
A Step Above the Rest

Carpentry • Tile Work • Drywall • Remodels
Painting • Flooring • General Labor • Realtor Punchlists

(828) 371-9071
ElevatedHomeMaintenance.com

PIANO TUNING
Professional Service Since 1985

Bob McCollum
828-507-5760

Bobboh1@yahoo.com
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•Classifieds•

• Same-day service for most maintenance 
and routine repairs.

• Top-tier diagnostic & programming tools 
– just like the dealer.

•  New tire, alignment & balancing  
equipment for precision and speed.

• Same experienced technicians.

We’re proud to be a family-owned company with 43 years in the 
business, and even prouder to now serve the Highlands community.

~ Bob Saladna, Owner

Here’s what Here’s what 
Highlands Automotive Highlands Automotive 

is all about!is all about!

We service ALL domestic and foreign vehicles. 
Also serving customers in:

Atlanta, GA | Dallas, TX | Houston, TX
Come see the difference.

828-787-2360
2851 Cashiers Road, Highlands

FOR SALE
BECAUSE THE VARIANCE WAS DE-

NIED, I am selling a quantity of high-quality prime 
Douglas Fir lumber. Please let me know if you would 
like to make an offer. Peggy Phillips 727-422-9300. 
(st. 6/11)

MIRROR LAKE COTTAGE, 2/2, fully reno-
vated. $525k. Text only 828.421.2042.

COTTAGE ON LAKE BURTON $129,500 - 
North Georgia Mountains. 1br/1ba. 1 year old with 
modern design, all appliances and furniture. Beautiful 
gated community.  www.sugarmillcreek.com Tel: 912-
222-2448 

A VARIETY OF LOCALLY GROWN PE-
RENNIALS. Call 828-507-8895. (st. 7/2)

17FT ALUMINUM LAKE CANOE, excellent 
condition with paddles $600. 828-421-0124 (st. 7/9) 

1.06 AC LOT ON 8900 Buck Creek Rd. 
$79,900. 828-421-0124 (st. 7/9)

HELP WANTED 
IN SEARCH OF PART-TIME CHOIR DI-

RECTOR Highlands United Methodist Church is 
seeking a chancel choir director for their weekly 
Sunday traditional worship services at 11am.  Choir 
rehearsals are Wednesdays at 4pm.  Inquiries may be 
addressed to Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas, HUMC Senior Pas-
tor, at randyhumc@icloud.com. (8/13)

CAREGIVERS NEEDED FOR PT DAY 
AND NIGHT SHIFTS. – Competitive wages. Back-
ground check required. text 828-200-9000 for details 
or apply online www.MyChoiceHome.Care (7/2) 

FOR RENT
NEW 2BD, 2BA, FURNISHED APART-

MENT within a half mile of downtown. $1,600 a 
month. Call 404-234-2516. (st. july 2)

2BD/2BATH SINGLE WIDE $1,100 per 
month internet included. First and last security. Mark 
828-200-0765. (st. 5/29)

SERVICES 
MOBILE CARWASH/ DETAILING – THE 

DETAIL GUYS WNC (828) 745-3500 text . Thede-
tailguyswnc on facebook Full Service. We Come To You 

CREATURE COMFORTS – In-House Pet or 
People sitting. Call Peg Ellis. Retired RN. References 
available. 828-200-1028. (st. 11/20)

PLATEAU PAINTERS – Interior and exterior 
painting, pressure washing, decks, and sanding and 
staining wood floors. Division of Chatlos Construction. 
Fully insured. Free estimates. Call Mike at 828-200-
4071. (6/25)

HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS HANDYMAN – 
Chatlos Construction – Remodels, Additions, Framing, 
Siding, Roofing, Decks, Painting. References. Insured. 
828-200-4071. (6/25)

JUNK REMOVAL – We take anything. Call 828-
200-0492 

CUSTOM WELDING – gates, railings, trailer 
repairs, fencing, hand rails and more. I come to you! 
Call Gavin at 828-200-4219 or email smallgavin26@
gmail.com

MURPHY’S PAINT CO. - interior/exte-
rior painting/sheetrock repair/wallpaper removal/log 
homes/ decks. Insured. Free estimates. 828-332-0525 
or 828- 421-8600. (5/21)

NEED FURNITURE MOVED OR ANY-
THING HAULED AWAY? Call or text James of 
Going Gone at 828-421-2655. (7/30)

More than 4 people 
means more than 
one trip. Cost for 

additional trip/car is:

Call or Text to book 
your ride

Local. Trusted. 
(References available)

828-342-3608



Page 22 - Highlands Newspaper -Thurs., Aug 6, 2026 - 828-200-1371

POOL SCHEDULE
• Lap Swim: Mon.-Fri. 6am-

9:45am, and Saturday 10am-11pm 
- 6 lanes. Water Aerobics: 18 y+ 
Mon.-Fri. 10-11am with Karen 
Chambers. Adult Swim: 18y+ 
Mon.-Thurs. 11am-3:30pm, Friday 
11am-1:30pm. Public Swim: Mon. 
thru Thurs.. 11a-7pm, Saturday 
11am-6pm and Sunday 1-6pm

PICKLE BALL 
• At the Recreation Dept. 

there are three indoor Pickle Ball 
courts and six outdoor courts.
Pickle Ball can be played every 
Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs. and Friday 
10am-pm outdoors for the sum-
mer 

MTN FINDINGS 
• Open: 10 am - 1 pm. Thurs-

Sat.. Spruce Street. www.moun-
tainfindings.org

FIBBER MAGEES
• Fibber Magee’s Thrift Store 

on Laurel Street Hours. Wed. & Fri. 
- 10a too 4p. Sat. - 10a to 2p.

FARMERS MARKET
• The “market” is open ev-

ery Saturday 8a to 12:30p in KH 
Founders Park on Pine Street.

ALL WEEK
• Scaly Mountain/ Highlands/ 

Cashiers Alcoholics Anonymous 
“Open Meetings” are for anyone 
who thinks they may have a drink-
ing problem or for anyone inter-
ested in the A.A. recovery pro-
gram. Open meetings are held at 
Scaly Mountain @ Grace Chapel, 
9915 Dillard Rd., Scaly Mountain 
each Tues & Sat at 5:30 pm and at 
Highlands @ the 1st Presbyterian 
Church, 471 Main St., on Monday 
at 5:30 p.m. and on Wednesday & 
Fridays @ 12:00 noon. Open in 
person meetings are also held in 
Cashiers @ the Albert Carlton 
Cashiers Community Library, 249 
Frank Allen Rd. on Sunday at 5:00 
pm, on Tuesday@ 7:00 pm, on Fri-
day at 5:30 pm and on Saturday 
at 9:00 am. For more information 
please visit our website www.
aawnc80.org or to speak with 
a member of A.A. 24/7 call our 
HELP Line 828 349-4357

Mon.& Thurs.
• At First Presbyterian 

Church, ArtSpace is open from 9 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. The next exhibit 
will start in mid-August. For infor-
mation contact fpchkelley@gmail.
com 

Mon-Wed-Fri
• Aerobics with Tina Rogers 

8-9am at the Rec Park.
• Balance, Stretch & Strengthen 

Class at the Rec Park 8:30-9:30am. 
The cost for the class is $30 a 
month and is led by Vivian Brewer. 
Call the Recreation Department at 
828-526-3556 for more informa-
tion.

Mon., Tues., Thurs.
• The Food Pantry behind the 

Methodist Church on Spring Street 
is open from 10a-6p.

2nd Mondays
• The local chapter of PEO, 

an off-campus sorority founded in 
the 1800s that provides grants and 
loans to women with financial need 
who want to return to school or 
further their education meets at 10 
a.m. For more info call president 
Paula McDonald at 706-372-3004 

4th Mondays
•Highlands Planning Board 

meeting 5:30 p.m., in the Commu-
nity Building.

2nd Tuesdays
• Highlands Writers Group 

meets on alternate Tuesday after-
noons at 3pm. Writers still uncom-
fortable with in-person gatherings 
may participate via Zoom meetings 
For more info contact Bud Katz at 
either 828-526-3190 or at budan-
dlynn@me.com 

Tuesdays
• Strength Training at the Rec 

Park 8:15-9:15 am. 
• At Wayfarers Chapel, Work-

shop for Writers – from 5-6:30 PM
• ESL classes at The Literacy 

& Learning Center, 6-7 p.m. 675 S 
4th St. 

Tuesdays & Thurs.
• Exercise Class with Michelle 

Lane at the Rec Park at 5:30. A 
combo class with different types of 
exercise. 828-526-3556

Wednesdays
• The Literacy & Learning 

Center offers a FREE weekly Citi-
zenship Class led by Faviola Olvera 
from 5:30 to 7 pm at 675 S 4th St in 
Highlands, this program is designed 
to help students navigate the com-
plexities of the U.S. naturalization 
exam. 

• 2026 marks a sesquicenten-
nial in our nation’s history and we 
will be celebrating those 250 years 
at the Macon County Historical 
Museum with a free Fall seminar on 

the American Revolution, reading 
and discussing Ray Raphael’s The 
People’s History of the Ameri-
can Revolution: How Common 
People Shaped the Fight for In-
dependencParticipants will have 
their choice of in-person meet-
ings at the Museum or meeting 
online using the Zoom platform. 
We will be meeting once a month, 
Wednesday evenings, from August 
thru November. Participants can 
sign up at tinyurl.com/amrevhist-
seminar Seminar leader John 
deVille holds a BA in Philosophy 
from UNC-Chapel Hill and a BS 
Ed from Western Carolina Univer-
sity He has taught American His-
tory and philosophy for 30 years 
in a public high school and has led 
adult seminars in history and phi-
losophy for the past seven years. 
He is the current Executive Direc-
tor of the Macon County Histori-
cal Museum.

• Digital Navigators will be 
at the Hudson Library from 10a-
noon PM, digital navigators will 
host a Tech Time drop-in time at 
Hudson Library with the goal to 
assist attendees with basic smart-
phone, laptop, iPad and tablet 
skills. For more information, call 
the Library at 828-526-3031.This 
program is free and open to the 
public. 

2nd Wednesdays
• Highlands Zoning Board of 

Adjustment meeting at 5:30 in the 
Community Building

Thursdays
• Kickboxing 8:15-9:15a. at 

the Rec Park. No martial arts 
background necessary Contact 
the Rec Dept.at 828-526-3556 for 
more info.

3rd Thursdays
• Highlands Town Board 

meeting 7 p.m., in the Community 
Building.

3rd Saturdays
• The American Legion Post 

370 meets at the First Methodist 
Church at 315 Main St. in their 
community room/909 chapel. 
Breakfast ia at 9a; meeting is at 
10a. Email ncpost370@gmail.com 
or just join us at 9am.

Thurs., Aug. 6
• Annual Community Barn 

Dance at The Bascom. $10 Gen-
eral Admission. 12 and under 
FREE. Sandwiches from The Secret 
Garden. Shaved ice and ice cream 
from M’s Ice Cream all available for 
purchase. Donation Bar and FREE 
popcorn. To resereve your ticket 
go to thebascom.org or call at 828-
526-4949. 

Fri.-Sun., Aug 7-9
• 48th Annual Antique Show 

at The Village Green Commons, 
180 Frank Allen Road in Cashiers. 
Fri., 7:30a-5p; Sat., 9a-5p; Sun., 11a-
4p. Antique hand-sewn door prize. 

Sat., Aug. 8
• Open House at the High-

land Fire & Rescue Dept. at 149 
Franklin Road. Free hotdogs, fire 
truck rides, rescue demonstration, 
car seat checks, agility drills for the 
kids. 11a-3p.

• SkyValley-Scaly Mtn Volun-
teer FD Community Appreciation 
Day is at the Scaly Mtn. Fire Station 
on 169 Hale Ridge Road from 11a 
to 4p. Food, games, demonstratons 
and a bounce house for children.

Aug. 12-30
• Mountain Theatre Com-

pany presents “Showstoppers” a 
high-energy, 90-minute multime-
dia spectacular that races through 
Broadway and Hollywood’s most 
unforgettable musicals, from West 
Side Story and Dreamgirls to Sin-
gin’ in the Rain, Chicago, Mamma 
Mia!, and more. Featuring dazzling 
costumes, cinematic visuals, and 
a world-class professional cast, 
this fast-paced celebration brings 
iconic movie-musical moments 
to life with thrilling vocals, dy-
namic choreography, and nonstop 
excitement. It’s pure, exhilarating 
entertainment for the whole fam-
ily — the ultimate musical celebra-
tion. For tickets call 828.526.2695 
or go to boxoffice@mountainthe-
atre.com

Sat., Aug. 15
• Highlands Annual 5K at KH 

Founders Park. 6-7pm. 5K Run/
Walk and 5K Stroller Race. All 
proceeds will go to the Gordon 
Center for Child Development. 
Contact Bill at 706-202-3033 for 
questions or to sponsor. 

• As a prelude to the HC Film 
Festival, the viewing of “The Gar-
dener + Walk in the Garden Soi-
ree. Viewing is a 4p at PAC. Soiree 
to follow.

Sun., Aug. 16
• Highlands Historical Society 

invites you to travel through time 
for the 1920s Gala from 5–7pm. 
Tickets can be purchased from 
the Highlands Historical Society 
website. This roaring ‘20s themed 
celebration with a live jazz band. 

• Highlands-Cashiers Film 
Festival Summer Screening. Never 
Not Yours + Meet the Director. 2p 
a PAC. FREE. This family dramedy 
tells the story of three audlt sib-
lings visiting their family’s remote 
retired cabin for a weekend visit. 

Thurs., Aug. 18
• At First Baptist Church High-

lands, “The Debt is Paid - Freedom 
Through Forgiveness with Cherry 
Witham, 9:30a-3p. RSVP if coming 
or would like to purchase a book 
for $20. 612-859-2984 or 828-526-
5858. 

•Highlands Area Events•
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SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery

450 N. 4th St. Highlands, NC
828-526-5522

www.highlandsproperties.com

Wei chert. 
REALTORS 

Highlands Properties 

Cell: 828-787-1895 
pamela.nellis@yahoo.com 

Highlands Office | 210 N. 5th Street

FAYE WURM
828.200.1345 
faye@bhhsmmr.com
2334 Cashiers Rd, Highlands
https://fayewurm.meadowsmtnrealty.com/

Of the 55,000+ BHHS agents across the globe,
Faye ranks in the TOP 2% and is a 

Luxury Collection Specialist.

Bryson’s
Food 
Store

Historical 
Village

Rest
Rooms

Hudson 
Library

Visitor 
Center

KH Founders 
Park

Police Station
Fire Station

 Ace is the Place, 

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

Country Club Properties
 Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals. 
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

Highlander 
Mountain 

House 
& 

The Ruffed 
Grouse 
Tavern

highlandermountainhouse.com

 Local Expertise, Global Connections. 
114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706Sheryl Wilson

Licensed in NC and GA

LOCK & LOCK & 

LEAVELEAVE

MOUNTAINMOUNTAIN

LIVINGLIVING

11 Wood Lilly Way
Highlands, NC

• 3 Bed, 2 Bath

• Screened Front 
Porch and Covered 

Rear Deck

• Completely
and Luxuriously 

Remodeled

Clif Gottwals
303.887.7479

Clif.Gottwals@Gmail.com

HighlandsCashiersCIRE.com
210 North Fifth Street
Highlands, NC 28741

Offered
at $749,000

Darlene Conley
Mountain Luxury

darleneconley@howardhannatate.com

Your Dream. Your Journey.
YOU’RE HOME.

Dedicated to 
finding the home  

you’ve always wanted.
Cell: 404.427.2448



PAT ALLEN
828.200.9179

JULIE OSBORN
828.200.6165

Not The Biggest...Just The Best!

www.patallenrealtygroup.com
828.526.8784  |  295 DILLARD RD, HIGHLANDS

More than
33 years of exemplary 
service in the luxury

housing market!

PAT ALLEN

JULIE OSBORN

VOTED AMERICA’S BEST by RealTrends since 2021

Cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

Open 7 days a week

526-4407
242 S. 4th St.

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

828-526-2338

 ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

43 Years of Fine Dining

MITZI RAUERS
Broker / Luxury Collection
Specialist
(404) 218-9123
mitzi@bhhsmmr.com

*Based on 2023 sales data. Out of a global network 
of 55,000+ BHHS agents.

If you want an 
award-winning real 
estate experiennce, 
choose an 
award-winning 
agent.

NOW OPEN 
7 Nights a week

5:30-9p 

For real estate, visit 
LANDMARKRG.COM 
or call 828 -743 -0510 .

your mountain story begins here—
embracing both the life you lead 

and the getaway you crave

Bee Gleeson
Broker | Realtor® | 404.307.1415

BeeGlee4@Gmail.com

Pat Gleeson
Broker | Realtor® | 828.782.0472

PatrickGleeson4@Gmail.com

Jessica Haberkern
Broker | Realtor® | 254.718.7494

JessHaberkern@Gmail.com

HighlandsCashiersCIRE.com | 210 North Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741

We Serve to Help You 
with Life's Next 

Chapter ... Beginning 
with Coffee and a 

Conversation.


