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Town Board adopts data center moratorium

Starts work on ordinance and discusses Planning Board task

By Kim Lewicki

Last month, Highlands
Town Attorney Nick Tosco
was charged with outlining a

moratorium to deter data center
proliferation in Highlands. The
moratorium will be followed by
an ordinance that commission-

ers said needs to be defensible
against legal claims.

Commissioner Amy Patter-

* See TOWN BOARD page 5
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taken until two weeks in.

Welcome back! From the Highlands School family!

Highlands School family to breakfast at the Highlands Falls Country Club.

So far, there are 85 clementary students, 85
middle school students, and 160 high school stu-
dents — about 330 students this 2026-’27 school
year in Highlands School. The final count isn’t

There are several new staff members this year
— Merissa DeHart is the new Kindergarten teach-
et; Jennifer Shackley is the new 6th-grade ELA/SS
teacher; Brooke Waldroop as the new EC teacher
assistant; and Cheryl Durden is a new custodian

2025 visitor impact for Macon Co. is tallied

Visitor spending in the county increases by 11.1% to $386 million

According to Visit North
Carolina, domestic and interna-
tional visitors to and within Ma-
con County spent $386 in 2025,
an increase of 11.1% from 2024.
The data comes from an annual
study commissioned by Visit
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North Carolina, which is part
of the Economic Development
Partnership of North Carolina.
“Tourism is an essential part
of the economic well-being of
Highlands and Macon County,
and these numbers demonstrate

just how far its impact reaches,”
said Johanna Fein, Executive Di-
rector of the Highlands Cham-
ber of Commerce/Visit High-
lands, NC. “An 11.1% increase
in visitor spending means more

* SeeVISITOR page 8

Escape for 90 minutes

with SHOWSTOPPERS!

By Kim Lewicki

There are only 4 perfor-
mances of SHOWSTOPPERS!
left at the PAC on Chestnut
Street in Highlands — Thurs.,
Aug, 27 at Tp; Sat., Aug; 29 at 2p
and 7p, and Sun., Aug; 30 at 2p.

Residents of Macon, Jack-
son, and Rabun counties can see
SHOWSTOPPERS! for only
$30 and students under 18 are
FREE thanks to the Cullasaja
Women’s Outreach.

Bring your ID one hour
ptior to the show and get your
$30 ticket.

SHOWSTOPPERS! is a
family-friendly, energetic celebra-
tion of the music and moments
made famous on Broadway and
Hollywood packed into 90 min-
utes of pure joy.

The cast is flawless and their
costumes dazzle. The singing is
incredible — the range, the preci-
sion —and they can dance as one,
never missing a step. It’s fun, up-
lifting and a world away for 90
minutes.

The show is at PAC through
August 30th. For more informa-
tion call 828-526-2695.

mﬂi =& ¢ Estate in Cashiers SN e

Jue 'Hll f . with Iconic Whiteside #irSgst
L - a

i Mountain Views Jody Lovell

¥ (828) 226.6303

MLS 1003175

Jim Fox-Designed

749 Stillmont Circle, Cashiers

M<CULLEY’S

The largest selection of
Scottish cashmere in the U.S.A.
In Highlands ...on the hill
242 S. 4th St. - 828-526-4407
Open 7 days a week

www.mcculleys.com
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Lessons from Maine

allie and I have spent the

past week in Maine at a cot-

tage that overlooks a beau-
tiful bay. The early 1900s cottage
sits on a small island cove lined
with natural boulder walls. We
can sce lobster trap buoys bob-
bing in the water right in front
of the house. I have spent a lot
of time watching the strong tides
come and go.

At high tide, the cove shore
is covered with floating layers of
yellowish mats of seaweed. Fur-
ther inspection of the seaweed reveals vi-
brant plants that I am sure sustain all sorts
of animal life.

At low tide, that seaweed and most
of the seaweed mats fall on the sandy and
rock-laden floor while some continue to
float and bob in the water. At this low tide
point, the seaweed looks very different, as
if it is dead and rotting, Some may contend
it is a distracting cover hiding the beauty
of those fantastic boulders adorning the
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shore.

While homeowners around
this unique shoreline have chairs
and tables next to the boulders
and shore, they have no docks,
boats, or other human devices on
the shore. Boats, for instance, are
moored at a small island marina at
the neighborhood entrance.

I suspect, for a compelling
cause, the State of Maine has ro-
bust regulations about what can
and cannot be done to the shore-
line. Maine is a tourist destination
where people like me flock to devour lob-
ster, clams, oysters, and all kinds of fish. The
last thing the people of Maine want to see
is this linchpin of their economy compro-
mised by bad environmental and conserva-
tion policies.

I suspect a few residents might want to
clear their property of those mats of sea-
weed with herbicides and algaecides, but
strict state regulations prohibit their use
except in rare circumstances and under the
control of a licensed professional. Certainly,
routine spraying of these chemicals by resi-
dents would not be allowed, especially since
there are lobster traps and oyster beds near-
by. Those independent Mainers want to pro-
mote and market their seafood as the best
and cleanest in the world.

T'am always the Mayor on Duty, so when
I got a call from an 828 number late Friday
afternoon, I, of course, answered it. On the
line was a young man from a company that
uses chemicals to remove weeds and plants
from lakes and ponds. He let me know that
he had talked with some residents on either
Mirror Lake or maybe Lake Sequoyah about
his company removing areas weeds from the
lakes. He asked whether the town had ordi-
nances about such activities.

My response was that, since these two
lakes are critical to our watershed and drink-
ing water, I certainly had concerns. The state
may even view some of these weed ateas as
wetlands. I referred him to our Town Man-
ager for more definite information. I also
gave Josh Ward a heads up that he should ex-
pect a call about this proposed activity. Josh
informed me that we would expect such op-
erations having to go through a review and
approval process from the North Carolina
* See MAYOR page 25

Just another
mystical,
magical night in
Highlands!

Photo by Ron Johnson

Do you have a heartfelt, funny, interest-
ing, or beantiful photo you wonld like to
share in onr “SnapShot” section? Email
it to highlandseditor@aol.com or text it fo
828-200-1371, with a brief description
and a name. No anonymous photos will be
accepted.

- WEATHER

Thu, 27-Aug Fri, 28-Aug sat, 29-Aug sun, 30-Aug
75°F 73°F 75°F 75°F
59°F 59°F 60°F 58°F

An aftemoon t-storm or  Periods of sun with a t-
two storm

RealFeek® RealFeel® RealFeek® RealFeel®
High 85° Low 63° High 83° Low: 63 High 84° Low: 63° High 84°Low 65°

Highlands NC 4-Day Forecast By AccuWeather.com

For Real-time Weather and the Extended Forecast,
go to www.highlandsinfo.com and click on Weather

Bl PR e e S i
HIGHLANDER

ROOFING SERVICES .

A p.m. t-storm in spots Humid; a stray p.m.

t- storm

New & Re-Roofing Applications Including:
Asphalt * Cedar » Metal  Synthetic Materials

Showroom: 1511 Highlands Rd ¢ Franklin ¢ O: 828-524-7773
info@highlandernc.com * www.highlandernc.com
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Not The Biggest... Just The Best!

Big Publie Open House Weekend at 1875,
Highlands’ Newest Exelusive Gated Community!

LABOR DAY WEEKEND
SATURDAY AND SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 5-6 | 11:00AM - 4:00PM EACH DAY
Indulge in delicious charcuterie while learning about this fabulous community
and don’t forget to register for a chance to win an exciting gift card!

3 )

42 High Gate Drive, Highlands 86 High Gate Drive, Highlands

MLS# 1002714 | $3,100,000 | 4BR/4.5BA modern sophistication in 1875, MLS# 1002744 | $2,999,999 | 4BR/3.5BA modern residence with stone
Highlands’ newest exclusive gated community, with quality construction, accents, fabulous kitchen with grilling pantry, elegant baths, and all the
dramatic ceilings, wonderful kitchen with scullery, and garage apartment. latest bells and whistles. Highlands’ newest gated community.

E

DIRECTIONS: From Main Street in Highlands, travel South on Dillard Road/Hwy 106 past Highlands Country Club to High Gate Drive
on the right (@approximately 1.7 miles). Proceed through the gate and follow the signs to both houses.

JULIE OSBORN PAT ALLEN

828.200.6165 | julie@patallenrealtygroup.com 828.200.9179 | pat@patallenrealtygroup.com

www.patallenrealtygroup.com | 828.526.8784 | 295 DILLARD RD, HIGHLANDS

Voted America’s Best by RealTrends Since 2021 @
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was a
‘roaring’
success
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IV Thera Hydrodermabrasion ; f | Society held its annua
Py ¥ Treatment | fundraiser at the 1880

v Highlands Inn, Sunday,
4 Aug. 16.

The theme was 1920s

B Gatsby era.The guests

B turned out in their finest

fl sequence and.

There was a silent auc-
tion with raffle tickets, a
professional photo booth,
a ragtime piano player and
a wonderful four-piece
band.

The food was catered by
The Kitchen and drinks
were flowing as the 150
guests mingled in their
fun party attire.According
to president Price Kloess
1 the “lion’s share of the

1 $15,000 raised will go to

| support scholarships for
local high school students.

Mid-Summer Reset:
Glow Outside. Recharge Inside.

= Target skin concerns with
Focus Lens Array Laser

= Replenish your body with
customized IV therapy.

» Refresh your skin with
Hydrodermabrasion

28-482-4430
828-349-1280

COREY JAMES GALLERY

& Estate Consignments

Bronze sculpture * Paintings
Vintage & Antique Collectables &
Furniture - Costume Jewelry

540 Chestnut Street, Highlands, NC 28741
5 Bedrooms - 3.5 Baths - $3,895,000

Enjoy the charm of mountain living paired with a vibrant cultural lifestyle, with
world-class performances, fine dining, boutique shopping, and all that Highlands hos
to offer just a short stroll fom your front door. Set on beautifully londscoped
grounds, this elegant home offers exceptional privacy, surrounded by moture
evergreens that create the feeling of a secluded estate in the heart of town. A
welcoming sense of arrival begins with the lush front gardens and continues to the
encharting rear courtyard, where a waterfall and fountain provide a tranquil
backdrop for outdoor living. The inviting screened porch, complete with a [EFSE
wood-buming fireplace, serves os an odditional living, space overlooking the =

picturesque gordens Thoughtfully maintained and move-in ready, the home also
features a two-cor carport with floored attic storage, additional guest parking, a
generator, central vacuum system, gas starters in all four fireplaces, custom closet
shelving, and a fully encopsulated crawlspace. Combining privacy, luxury, and
convenience, this exceptional Highkands property offers the opportunity to enjoy the
very best of mountain living in one of the area’s most desirable in-town locations.

828-482-7062

Custom ¢ Decks * Bathroom

Remodel ¢ Paint
Tiling * Carpentry
BeSpoke Shutters

Interior & Exterior Needs

' M: 828.787.1895 O: 828. 482.5022 BI.ACKSTREAM INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE

Pam@HighlandsCashiersCire. q
omeTigrondsiames tecom el On the corner of 3rd & Spring
Allinformotion provided is deemed reliable but isnot guaranteed and should

be independentl verfied. (828) 526-4818

E E;T;‘;L“S IVESTER JACKSON CHRISTIE’S
'
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son, who is one of the two non-voting
members of the Macon County Planning
Board (the Town of Franklins represen-
tative is the other) has been vocal about
the need for the county — whose land is
outside Highlands corporate boundar-
ies — to not just adopt amendments to
its high-impact ordinance but to issue a
moratorium. So far, the county hasn’t ex-
pressed an interest.

Due to the lack of flat land as well
as the price of land within the corporate
limits of Highlands, commissioners agree
that the chance of a data center setting
up shop in Highlands is slim, but they de-
cided to err on the side of caution.

“It’s better to be safe than sorry,”
said Mayor pro temp Jim Tate at the Au-
gust Town Board meeting.

Highlands Town Attorney Tosco,
who has formulated numerous mora-
toriums and subsequent ordinances
about data centers in NC, presented an
“Overview of Data Center Moratoriums
and Ordinances in North Carolina” last
Thursday.

He said data centers represent one
of the fastest-growing land uses in North

i B c AR

142 Lucerne Drive, Highlands
MLS#:1002568 ¢ $3,195,000

MLS#:1003409 ® $1,499,500

Carolina, driven by available power capac-
ity, industrially zoned land, and proximity
to fiber corridors.

“Consequently, communities across
the state are adapting their land use frame-
works in real time to keep pace with this
demand,” said Tosco.

As of Aug 20, 21 data center proj-
ects have been announced, 38 jurisdic-
tions have adopted a moratorium, and 13
jurisdictions have adopted zoning regula-
tions.

“Thirty-eight jurisdictions in NC
have adopted a moratorium on data cen-
ter approvals and among the 38 jurisdic-
tions, 68.4% have adopted a year-long
moratorium,” he said.

The shortest moratorium in effect is
for two months by the towns of Mayo-
dan (adopted in June) and Mount Airy
(adopted in July).

The longest moratorium was ad-
opted by the county of Northampton for
two years and eight months in effect since
May. The Town of Franklin adopted a
year-long moratorium effective June 2026.

Tosco said 13 jurisdictions have only

* See TOWN BOARD page 13
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2026 Town of Highlands Scholarship Golf Tournament

The 2026 Town of Highlands Schol-
arship Golf Tournament at the Cullasaja
Club is Monday, Sept. 21

. The day will begin with a light
breakfast, followed by at 10:30a shotgun
start. Following golf, there is a full buffet
dinner in the Cullasaja Club clubhouse.
The event will be capped off at 28 teams.

The cost is $800 per team ($200/player).
Hole sponsorships are available, as well
as a variety of sponsorship levels. Mike
and Jim Bryson are sponsors of the
event. For more information call Brian
Stiehler (787-2778) or to register, contact
Gibby Shaheen at Town Hall by calling
526-2118.

LABOR DAY SALE!

HAND CLEANING ¢ RESTORATION ¢ APPRAISALS

(828) 526-5759
Main Street * Oak Square
Highlands, NC 28741
www.shirazruggalleries.com

Open for the last 41 years, Shiraz has been offering wholesale prices to the
public on its entire inventory of genuinely hand-woven oriental rugs.
Thousands of antique and contemporary pieces from around the world.

35% to 55% off Cleaning & Repairs

& ki Acceaied
OTHER SHOWROOMS:
TAMPA + NAPLES * SARASOTA
ORLANDO

T s v
42 Hemlock Ridge, Highlands
MLS#:1002731 * $1,899,000

Ridge, Scaly Mountain
MLS#:1003417 ® $3,999,000

Andrea Gabbard
C: 828.200.6742
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com
Recognized as one of the top
100 Agents in NC
*RealTrends’

Highlands
Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY
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PROPERTIES

A luxury boutique brand, local
market knowledge and
impeccable service.

" Kinzey Parker Holm
\%x ﬁa‘ﬂ BROKER® OkAAD
A 404-858-1363 &

: 2% RealEstateBrokerKinzey@gmail.com
)

556 Shortoff Road,
Highlands, NC 28741

3BD | 1BA | STR| +/- 0.41 ACRES

FOR SALE!

Cozy Country Cottage in Highlands

* INVESTING AT 4,118

Ere

Inventory and a stable market makes
‘Highlands’ a long-term investment

ighlands,  North
Carolina,  enters
the second quar-

ter of 2026 with remark-
able energy, reaffirming its
place as a cornerstone of
high-end Southern real es-
tate. Characterized by accel-
erating transaction speeds
and rising property values,
the local market is moving
through a dynamic period
defined by both active buy-
er competition and expand-
ing choices.

The most striking high-
light of the Q2 market is the robust surge
in property values. The median sale price
reached $1,118,466, a 16.1% climb com-
pared to Q2 2025, while the average sale
price jumped 13.7% to $1,642,310. This
impressive double-digit appreciation re-
flects sustained, high-intent demand from
luxury buyers seeking premium primary
and second-home mountain retreats.
Closed sales volume also grew by 6.8%
year-over-year, demonstrating that buyers
remain highly motivated to transact.

Unlike previous petiods defined by
constrained choices, the market is ben-
efitting from a healthy infusion of fresh
opportunities. New listings rose 5.3%

I_ f
HIGHLANDS ' HOSTESS

% | %
A
HAPPIEST IN

Aiphtond

YOUR LOCAL INSIDER

LOCAL CELEBRr\'I]ION PLANNING -
CURATED WEEKENDS - CONCIERGE
SERVICES - INSIDER VIP EXPERIENCES

HAPPIESTINHIGHLANDS.COM
828.200.2659

Gary Scott
Howard Hanna Allen
Tate|Howard Hanna Virginia.

year-over-year, contribut-
ing to an overall inventory
growth of 11.1% com-
pared to Q2 2025. Despite
this influx of inventory, the
months’ supply of inven-
tory (MSI) held perfectly
steady at 13.6 months. In
a high-end secondary mar-
| ket, this balanced supply
level allows buyers broader
options without diluting
seller value.

Market velocity has
accelerated noticeably.
Homes are moving off
the market significantly faster, with av-
erage days on market (DOM) dropping
23.8% to just 93 days. This shift under-
scores a sense of urgency among buyers
when well-priced, high-quality proper-
ties hit the market. Furthermore, sellers
continue to command solid negotiating
leverage, with the list-to-close price ratio
holding strong at 95.1%, virtually un-
changed from this same time last year.

For property owners considering a
sale, expanding buyer demand coupled
with rising median prices creates an op-
timal environment to leverage your built-
in equity. With homes selling in under
three months on average, strategically
priced properties are capturing quick at-
tention. For buyers, the expanded listing
inventory provides a broader selection
of premier mountain estates, while stable
market conditions offer a cleat, reliable
landscape for long-term investments.

Whether you are looking to invest
in Highlands’ luxury real estate or estab-
lish your permanent mountain sanctuary,
Highlands real estate agents are dedicat-
ed to guiding you through every step.

» Gary Scott is president of Howard
Hanna Allen Tate| Howard Hanna 1V irginia.
The firm has experienced local advisors who
bring deep market knowledge and end-to-end cli-
ent support across mortgage, title, insurance, and
relocation. Contact Howard Hanna Allen Tate
today to explore your Highlands opportunity.
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countries N s ~ sales associates

411 N 4th Street | Mill Creek Shopping Center | 828-547—0757

CASHIERS | HIGHLANDS-DOWNTOWN | MURPHY | SAPPHIRE | WILDCAT CLIFFS

LUXURY
~ Contact Howard Hanna Allen Tate today. U—P INTERNATIONAL | % | HOWARDHANNACOM
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.. VISITOR continued page from 1

than dollars coming into our community.
It means jobs for our neighbors, support
for local businesses, meaningful tax rev-
enue and greater opportunities to invest
in the quality of life we all value. Tourism
helps sustain the vibrant shops, restau-
rants, cultural experiences and outdoor
assets that make Highlands such a special
place to visit and, more importantly, such
an extraordinary place to call home.”
Tourism impact highlights for 2025:

* The travel and toutrism industry
directly employees more than 1,810 in
Macon County.

*Total payroll generated by the
tourism industry in Macon County was
$96.16 million.

* State tax revenue generated in
Macon County totaled $12.83 million
through state sales and excise taxes, and
taxes on personal and corporate income.
About $20.67 million in local taxes were
generated from occupancy, sales and
propetty tax revenue from travel-gener-
ated and travel supported businesses.

* Each Macon County resident

et T L e i i tn

OPEN
HOUSE

EVERYONE WELCOME!

‘%O Cut Here

saved $1,520.51 on average in state and lo-
cal taxes as a direct result of visitor spend-
ing in the county. Savings per capita state-
wide averaged $244.

These statistics come from “The
Economic Impact of Travel on North
Carolina Counties 2025,” which can be ac-
cessed at VisitNC.com/economic-impact.
The study was prepared for Visit North
Carolina by Tourism Economics.

Statewide, visitor spending in 2025
rose 1.3 percent to reach a record $37.2
billion. Direct tourism employment in-
creased 0.3% to 230,997. Fifty-nine pet-
cent of counties experienced increases in
visitor spending from 2024 to 2025 with
14 percent recording flat performance.

“As much as we’d love to see growth
in each of our 100 counties, the study con-
firms the vitality of North Carolina’s tour-
ism economy,” said Wit Tuttell, executive
director of Visit NC. “With the approach
the two-year milestone of Hurricane He-
lene, we can draw inspiration from moun-
tain counties that have experienced a turn-
around as we continue the effort to see

VZ TOP CONDOS

EXPERIENCE LIFE AT THE TOP!

August 28, 2026 | 3pm-5 pm

Directions: From downtown Highlands, Turn
Left on Hwy 106, then Left on Hudson Road,
Follow to VZTOP Entrance. Gate will be OPEN.

every destination reach higher ground.”
Noting the economic uncertainties that
have been present since the pandemic,
Tuttell encouraged state residents and
tourism leaders alike to spread the mes-
sage about the rewatrds of North Carolina
travel.

“Those who take trips to and within
North Carolina are elevated by the au-
thenticity of what they experience,” he
said. “Our culture, our cuisine and our
vast outdoor wonders not only bring plea-
sure. They also serve as an economic en-
gine that makes our lives better.”

North Carolina tourism facts:

* Total spending by domestic and
international visitors in North Carolina
reached $37.2 billion in 2025. That sum
represents a 1.3 increase over 2024 expen-
ditures.

* Domestic travelers spent a record
$36.1 billion in 2025. Spending was up
1.5% from $35.6 billion in 2024.

* International travelers spent $1.1
billion in 2025, down 2.8% from the pre-
vious year.

* Visitors to North Carolina generat-
ed more than $4.7 billion in federal, state
and local taxes in 2025. The total repre-
sents a 2.5% increase from 2024.

e State tax receipts from visitor
spending rose 2.0% to neatly $1.4 billion
in 2025.

* Local tax receipts grew 2.6% to
more than $1.3 billion.

* Direct tourism employment
in North Carolina increased 0.3% to
230,997.

* Direct tourism payroll increased
3.5% to $9.8 billion.

* Visitors spend more than $101
million per day in North Carolina. That
spending adds $7.5 million per day to
state and local tax revenues (about $3.8
million in state taxes and $3.7 million in
local taxes).

e Each North Carolina household
saved $605 on average in state and local
taxes as a direct result of visitor spending
in the state. Savings per capita averaged
$244.

— Submitted

802 VZ TOP i
2 Bedrooms
2.5 Baths FATHAWAY
Fully Furnished HOMEEERVICES
MEADCWS BCUNT AN
X REALTY
;Tﬁua;ﬂkgh -
B828.526.4218 :

03 TOP
2 Bedrooms
2.5 Baths
Fully Renovated | FIANNA.
$699,000
?40&.215‘134’:9
101 VZ TOP
3 Bedrooms
2 Baths
Fully Renovated  COUNTRY[CLUB
$686,000

?BZBJHME
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CHESTNUT HILL

HIGHLANDS, NC

MORE TIME FOR WHAT MATTERS

Housekeeping Available Mo Exterior Painting

Lock and Leave Convenience Mo Roof Replacement or Repairs
Mo Lawn Maintenance Social & Wellness Opportunities
Mo Gutter Cleaning Catering Available

BERKSHIRE | MEADOWS MOUNTAIN
HATHAWAY | REALTY

HOMESERVICES

nmb—nmumw sl coaited francrins of SHH ARAaIes, LLC. Bacstirs Hatrawey Homelerscss i e Bendhas
7 TRGITIRING BarvCE g of CoksmES naancs Comoeny. & Berishae et nasey #Tane [ousl Foming Dooomandty

1 Bedroom - $350,000
2 Bedrooms- $465,000
3 Bedrooms- $750,000

N

Chestnut Hill

CF HIGHLANDS

PEEraht
For More Information Eﬁ'ﬁ- -é;l
i)

Contact Us at 828-526-1717 [®]*:

Enjoy effortless mountain living!
Fully updated condos with modern
finishes throughout. Relax on your
private patio or deck, take
advantage of the community &
clubhouse amenities, including a
fitness room & game space.
Garages available!

IEFE@EI
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* HiGHI ANDS DINING

The Secret Garden

Sandwich shop and
= gourmet food market
m Open Year-Round
3 Mon.-Fri.. 1 1:30a to 4p
Sat., noon-4

Call (828) 305-7509 to place a pick-up order.
Caterlng and Custom Charcuterle

HIGHLAND URRITO

Tuck into Tasty Mexican Favorites
& the Best f\ba in Highl

Host your next party at Highlands Burrito

for birthdays, game days & more! Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p ¢ Sun. 11ato 7p
Closed Tuesdays
G) DINEINORTAKEITTO GO 828.526.3554
226 South 4th Street, Highlands, NC 595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC
AHIGHLANDER MOUNTAIN HOUSE HOTEL
The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
at Htghlander Mountain House _ _
Open for
LUNCH cor. ey
Wednesday-Saturday BT e Now serving wine, = |
11:30-3p . i beer & coffee! LAKESIDE
Open for ] Open to the public! RESTAURANT
DINNER
Wednesday-Saturday Open Tuesday - Saturday
5:30-9p Dinner Starts @ 5:30 PM
open for Serving Easter Brunch 11 AM - M
" . SUNDAY BRUNCH : f Outdoar Dining / Dine-In Art Gallery [ lakesi T
with Blue Grass music ¢ B #
10a-3p e Jo!ee Bar 8a to 4p
3 o — Wine/Beer Bar:
290 Main Street * Highlands * 828-526-2590 ; . Thurs-S Rt ! Y\, ’
highlandermountainhouse'Com | 08 Nﬂﬁl{lh Strect, Hiﬂm |wiﬂ“#ﬂlm Imh‘hmﬁ 531 Smallwood Ave. I 828-526-9419 | Highlands
A P
828-526-4035 A
Mﬂmﬁlm&mw| HIGHLANDS

T orr%er%' ’l-)l;nEog)s” B

Elavated Comfort Food | Intermotional BMenu

* & Snu enir Co.>

Fomily Owned

| WILD THYME Gou RMET

R E B8 T aAa WU A A M T

415 4th Street ¢ 828-500-1827

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round .
. (next to Howard Hanna RE office)
Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. * Highlands Shaved Ice
and
open 7 Days Coming in September!
_ * Espresso
| * Cappuccino
Lunch: 11a-3:30p e Americana

AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTlES AND CATERING
Open Tuesday-Saturday

BREAKFAST 7 AM-10 AM | LUNCH 11 AM-3 PM
Open Thursday-Saturday DINNER 5PM-8 PM

828.482.1513 | 462 Dillard Rd, Highlands, NC 28741

Dinner: * Hot Chocolate
5:30p - closed

Open Daily 9a to 5p — CLOSED WED. & SUN.
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EIIaMae Joyce Daubenspeck Hogan

EllaMae Joyce Daubenspeck Ho-
gan passed to the next realm on Sat-
urday, August 22, 2020, at her home
in Highlands, following an extended
illness. She was 72.

A native of Vineland, New [
Jersey, Ellie discovered Highlands &
in 1975 and adopted it as her for-
ever home. During her time here
she worked at several different vo-
cations. Many people remember her
long tenutre as a dental assistant in Dr.
Rodenbeck’ office, where she loving-
ly worked with practically every child

//// i

STEAK* BURGER*CHICKEN*PORK
HOT DOGS* RIBS*SAUSAGE
TAKE AND BEAKE SIDES AND DINNERS
FRESH SIDES, SANDWICHES & SALADS
BAKED GOODS*WINE*CHEESE
GOURMET FOOD & MORE!!

TOES-“TRI 9:30-5:30 BAT 9
493 PILLARD Rp  H28- 5164 62

...on the Verandah

Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah
43 Years of Fine Dining

NOW

OPEN

7
Nights a week

5:30-9p
828-526-2338
US 64w ¢ Highlands

www.ontheverandah.com

in Highlands, calming their fears about
coming to the dentist. She also worked
as a server, dental office manager, spec
| home builder, and in food service and
catering. In her 50s she reinvented
herself as a Realtor and had a success-
ful career as one of the town’s leading
agents with Country Club Properties.
Though small in stature, she lived large
energetically with a great deal of deter-
mination and spunk.

Ellie is survived by her son, Jes-
se Hogan, his partner Carrie Enloe,
her granddaughter, Lyra Hogan, her
sister, Brenda Daubenspeck Platania-Whitacre, niece
Sherry Lynn Dauenspeck, nephews Jamie and Kerry
Daubenspeck, Jim and Damian Daubenspeck, 10 great
nieces and nephews and two great-great nephews, along
with a host of loving friends. She was preceded into
death by her parents, Clarence Daubenspeck and Virgin-
ia Daubenspeck Vassell, and brothers Mark and Edward
Daubenspeck.

The brightest lights of Ellie’s life were her son, Jesse,
his partner, Carrie, her granddaughter, Lyra, her Pug dog,

75 year celebration is at
Dusty’s Sun., Aug. 30

Dusty’s Rhodes Superette
Established 1951

P Belebrate with w

(o ff;(_mw o{; éfmmg« 'y‘_owf

= Join us Sunday August 30" =
& Drop by 11:00 - 2:30
and celebrate
with light bites
music and prizes!
e

¢ - 3%

Lefty, and cat, Stryker. She loved practicing yoga, walk-
ing anywhere, hiking in the area’s beautiful forests, swim-
ming in the river, growing vegetables, gathering dan-
delion greens, foraging mushrooms, and finding rocks,
arrowheads and gemstones. She adored nature in all its
facets and things made from natural materials. She also
enjoyed buck dancing, camping with family and friends,
and laughter and singing around the campfire. She was
fond of musical festivals, traveling to distant destinations,
and exploring places with her many friends. Her heart
always lived in Horse Cove.

Can You Say

OPEN HOUSE

Saturday, August 29

10a to noon

177 Forest Trail, Highlands, NC
(Cold Springs Saddle & Tennis Club)

Be There or You Miss Breakfast!

Hosted by Pat Gleeson
828.782.0472
patrickgleeson4@gmail.com

CHRISTIE’S

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE

HIGHLANDS

CASHIERS
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Divine Landscapes

Highlands Newest Art Gallery!
Bringing the beauty of the Plateau into your home

InVillage Square next to The Secret Garden
456 Oak Street, Highlands, NC
www.mydivinelandscapes.com

754-422-7327

Read Highlands Newspaper, Highlands’ only locally owned
newspaper, free from everywhere — on the street or on
the web.

Digital version at www.highlandsnewspaper.com
Click on Local News.

Delivered and uploaded every Thurs. AM
Sapphire, Lake Glenville, Cashiers, Highlands, Scaly
Mountain, Otto and Franklin

MARIA'S HOUSE USEUM
141 Main Street | Highlands
mariashousemuseum.com

Free Admission
Friday, Saturday 10-4 | Sunday 1-4

Classical Paintings
Rembrandt Etchings
Militaria
(15th to 20th century)
Modern Weapons

The Bascom’s 16th Annual Dazzling Dahlia Festival

The Bascom: A Center for
the Visual Arts will host the 16th
Annual Dazzling Dahlia Festival
from Sept. 10-12. This commu-
nity-centered  program  brings
horticulture into dialogue with the
visual arts through a weekend of
public events, including a fall re-
ception, floral installations, juried
single bloom and photography
competitions, studio pottery of-
ferings, hands-on workshops, and
educational presentations.

In advance of the festival,
The Bascom will present a free
educational talk on The Ter-
race on Sat., Aug 29, at 1la.m,,
led by Festival Directors Peggy
Boruchow Arnette, Libby Eustis,
and Kim Daugherty. Designed for
both new and experienced enthu-
siasts, the session will clarify what
makes a bloom competition-ready
and prepare participants to pres-
ent their dahlias for judging in the
Single Bloom Competition.

The festival opens with The
Bascom’s complimentary Fall Re-
ception on Thurs., Sept. 10, at 5
p.m. The evening gathers the com-
munity around the fall season’s
exhibitions, which will be on view
across The Bascom’s galleries, and
Michelle Radford as the winner of
the 2026 Dahlia Poster Contest.
Guests are invited to view the ex-
hibitions, enjoy light refreshments,
and preview the weekend’s floral-
themed programs.

Petals and Perspectives

Throughout the weekend,
visitors can experience Petals and
Perspectives, a special floral design
showcase on view Sept. 10-12.
Participating floral designers will
create arrangements in direct re-
sponse to works of art on view in
The Bascom’s galleries, fostering a
thoughtful exchange between bo-
tanical design and visual art.

Fall Exhibitions

Three exhibitions will be on
view across The Bascom’s galler-
ies during the festival weekend.
Voices of Influence: Celebrating
the Impact of Women in Art, a
Community Call Exhibition, will
be on view in Thompson Gallery
through Nov. 28. Jo Sandman/
TRACES with Black Mountain

September 10-12,2026

College will be on view in Bunzl
Gallery through Jan. 9. Ceramic
Artists of the Bascom Clay Sym-
posium: Andrew Godfrey Shaw,
Alexander Thierry, and Tiffany
Thomas will be on view in Joel
Gallery through Nov. 16. Admis-
sion to all exhibitions is free.
Single Bloom Competition

The festival’s sighature event
invites dahlia growers and floral
designers of all ages and expeti-
ence levels to enter. Competition
categories include an open single
bloom division, a novice division,
a youth division, and an arranged
division for those who wish to
submit a floral arrangement rather
than a single stem. The novice
division is new this year, open to
anyone who has never exhibited
in the Dazzling Dahlia Festivals
floral competition, as well as those
who have exhibited in two or
fewer previous years. Participants
who have exhibited for three years
or more compete in the open di-
vision. There is no entry fee this
year. The juried show will be on
view Fri., Sept. 11, from 3:30 to 5
p-m., and Sat., Sept. 12, from 10.
a.m. to 4. p.m.

Juried Dahlia Photography
Exhibition

New this year, the festival
introduces a juried photography
exhibition open to photographers
of all ages and experience levels.
The photographs will be on view
in the Eckerd Children’s Gallery
from Sept.10 through Oct. 3. Ad-
mission is free.
Studio Member Pottery Show

Running concurrently on
Sept. 11 and 12 in The Bascom’s
Studio Barn, this sale features
handcrafted wall pockets and
vases created by Studio Members.
Each work will be adorned with
fresh dahlias and available for pur-
chase.

Workshops

Workshop programming be-
gins ahead of the festival and con-
tinues through the weeks that fol-
low, offering hands-on options for
adults of all skill levels across ce-
ramics, floral design, mixed media,
and painting. Advanced registra-

tion is required for all workshops
and is available at thebascom.org.

Beginning Tues. Sept. 1,
Colette Clark leads Floral Ap-
plication, a multi-session ceram-
ics workshop running through
Tues. Sept. 9, in the Dave Drake
Studio. No experience necessary.
$200.

On Sat., Sept. 5, Cath Con-
nolly leads Saturday Sojourn with
Paint: Big Bloom Energy, a full-
day beginner painting workshop
from 10 am. to 3 pm. No ex-
perience required. All materials
included. $150.

On Thurs., Sept. 10, floral
stylist and artist Christy Curcuru
leads Arranging with Showpiece
Flowers: Locally Grown Moun-
tain Dahlias, a morning work-
shop from 10 am. to 1 p.m.
Hands-on guidance throughout.
All materials included. $200.

On Sat, Sept. 12, Caryn
Raming teaches Beginner Col-
lage: Everything’s Dahlias! from
2-4 p.m. No experience required.
All materials included. $75.

The Dahlia Dialogue with
Sonya Carpenter

On Sat., Sept. 12, Highlands
ecologist and garden designer
Sonya Carpenter will present
“Floral Fidelity and the Art of
Attraction,” a talk on how dahlias
are perceived by the other spe-
cies we share our gardens with.
The talk is free and open to all.
11 am.

Emerging Designer

Collaboration

This year’s festival collateral
was developed in collaboration
with Elena Rizek, a graphic de-
sign student at Western Carolina
University and a participant in
The Bascom’s Emerging De-
signer Program. Rizek created
the visual identity for the 2026
Dahlia Festival, including post-
ers, educational signage, and pro-
motional materials distributed
across print and digital channels.

The Dazzling Dahlia Festi-
val is made possible by generous
support from Bryson Grading &
Paving, Visit Highlands, and the
North Carolina Arts Council.



..TOWN BOARD continued from page 5

adopted regulations regarding data cen-
ters by designating specific zoning dis-
tricts where they would be allowed speci-
fying the type of permitting required.

Such zones in the jurisdictions are
varied: heavy industrial, heavy manufac-
turing, general industrial, general manu-
facturing, light industrial, heavy indus-
trial innovation, and high impact.

The permit pathways are as varied:
Special Use Permit, Conditional Zoning,
and By Right w/Special Criteria.

Macon County amended its ordi-
nance to address data centers by allow-
ing them only in high impact zones with
the “By Right w/Special Critetia.”

Those jurisdictions interested in
only amending their existing ordinances
have stipulations tegarding buffering/
screening, noise, water use and discharge,
electrical, lighting, limitations to signage
and delineating between crypto-mining
and data centers and finally decommis-
sioning (what happens to the structure
if the center ceases).

Tosco said Highlands has three op-
tions. Do Nothing, Adopt Regulations
without a Moratorium, or Adopt a Mot-
atorium

Doing nothing would allow data
centers to be sited under existing zon-
ing/land use tegulations. “This may
leave the Town without adequate protec-
tions,” he said.

Adopting regulations without a
mortatorium would require moving di-
rectly to adopt new regulations tailored
to data centers without pausing develop-
ment. “This approach risks data centers
being constructed without proper regu-
lations,” he said.

He said adopting a temporary
moratorium on data center applications
while the town studies the issue further
and potentially adopts new regulations,
is the safest way to go.

At the requited public hearing on
moratoriums at Thursday night’s meet-
ing, no one spoke so commissioners
voted unanimously to adopt it.

With the one year moratorium ad-
opted, the work begins.

Tosco said during the moratorium
period, the Town needs to undertake
a study of data center development,
including consideration of adequate
setback requirements, water usage and
infrastructure capacity, electrical grid de-

mands, noise and environmental impacts,
and other land use compatibility factors,
zones and more.

“The moratorium is a first step —
there is still a lot more to do due to the
vested right problem, but this is the first
step,” saild Commissioner Patterson at
Thursday’s meeting,

Though so far, no one has come for-
watd, the “vested rights problem” refers
to whether a developer has acquired pet-
manent, legal protection to build or oper-
ate a facility before local or state govern-
ments change zoning laws, deny permits,
or enact development moratotia.

Formulating a land use ordinance
will be a group effort including the Town
Attorney, Town Manager Josh Ward, and
Planning Director Michael Mathis.

Planning Board

At this juncture, the Planning Board
won’t be involved with formulating the
data center ordinance. Currently, it has
been charged with reviewing the Commu-
nity Plan which will likely take months.

The Town Board discussed where the
Planning Board is at this point.

Mayor Pro Temp Tate said it ap-
peared the Planning Board “got into the
weeds” when attempting to outline a plan
at its July meeting and had requested a
Town Boatd liaison be part of the process.

“We don’t need to reinvent the entire
plan,” said Commissioner Tate. “Perhaps
they should review it section by section,
see what we have done well, what we
haven’t done, and what we need to add or
delete.”

Commissioner Jeff Weller agreed say-
ing the town isn’t interested in redoing the
Community Plan right now and suggested
a priority list be formulated to guide the
Planning Board.

“Let’s ID items that weren’t consid-
ered in the plan and look at items that
need to be considered as the Town moves
forward — use the plan as a guide,” he said.

Commissioner Patterson agreed also
saying to seek public input at a later date
on specific items at specific times.

Instead of appointing a liaison, the
board decided to have a joint meeting
with the Planning Boatrd at the Sept. 17
Town Board worksession at 6 p.m. in the
Community Building — an hour before the
regular Town Board meeting — to outline
what is expected of the board.
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159 Stoney Creek Circle — Highlands, NC
3 Bed 2.5 Bath
$1,445,000 ®* MLS#1003773

O

FONER \mh‘.'
. DB
w—?  —
Brian Seifried

# 770.309.1143

404.352.2010

[DORSEY ALSTON

REALTORS®
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‘Bryson’s Food Store

Proudly Serving Highlands, N

The best meals start her
Area’s Best Selection of Fine Win - ¢
Wine Tasting TEE
Thursdays 2- Sp"'

7:30a to 7:30b
NC - (828) 526-3775

Read Highlands Newspaper, nghlands only locally owned newspaper, free
from everywhere — on the street or on the web.
Digital version at www.highlandsnewspaper.com
Click on Local News. Delivered and uploaded every Thurs. AM
Sapphire, Lake Glenville, Cashiers, Highlands, Scaly
Mountain, Otto and Franklin

e Hospital NEws

Blue Ridge Health-Highlands Cashiers has
new provider, Sherry Burkett, DNP

Blue Ridge Health is
proud to announce the addi-
tion of Sherry Burkett, who
has a Doctorate in Nursing
(DNP), as the new provider
at the Blue Ridge Health-
Highlands Cashiers clinic.
Sherry Burkett is an Adult-
Gerontology Primary Care
Nurse Practitioner, bringing
more than 10 years of experi-

evidence-based care while
treating every patient with
dignity, respect, and empa-
thy.

After years of visiting
the area, Burkett recently
relocated to Western North
Carolina from Florida with
her husband, to be closer
to their children and grand-
children. Burkett has fallen
in love with the natural

ence and expertise in chronic
disease management, preven-
tive care, and the care of old-
er adults. Burkett is accept new patients.
Burkett received her Masters and
Doctorate in Nursing from the University
of South Florida. Specializing in Geriat-
rics, she chose this specialty to help older
adults preserve their independence, qual-
ity of life, and the ability to age with dig-
nity. Her philosophy is centered on pro-
viding compassionate, individualized, and

Sherry Burkett, DNP

beauty, slower pace of life,
and the strong sense of
community in the Highlands.

* Tv introduce Sherry Burkett to the com-
munity she now serves, Blue Ridge Health-High-
lands Cashiers will be holding an open house on
September 11th, 2026. The open house is from
1pm to 4pm at 209 Hospital Drive #3071
Highlands. Please stop by to meet Dr. Burkett
and welcome her to the WINC community!

SATURDAY 10AM-6PM

10 AM  ARTIST AWARDS

11 AM PAC EDUCATIONAL THEATER -
SELECTIONS FROM THE HIT SHREK: THE MUSICAL
3PM RANKIN - SINGS ALL-TIME FAVORITES

FROM THE MAIN STAGE

BERKSHIRE
HATHAWAY
HOMESERVICES
ngh] ‘”s”d MEADOWS MOUNTAIN
dNdS REALTY

1 PM MICK MAYER - ACOUSTIC FAVORITES FROM THE MAIN STAGE LISA °

) .

MOUNTAINTOP
ROTARY CLUB OF HIGHLANDS

MOUNTAINTOP

ART AND CRAFT SHOW
29-30 | AUGUST] 2026

KELSEY HUTCHINSON FOUNDERS PARK
HIGHLANDS,NC

OVER 100 ARTISANS AND LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

FOOD BY HIGHLANDS sSMOKEHOUSE

SMOKED SAUSAGES, BBQ SANDWICHES AND FRESH SIDES

SUNDAY 10AM-4PM

SMOOTH SUNDAY JAZZ

1-3PM STANDARD ELEVATION TRIO -

DON'T MISS THE KIDS’ ZONE!

Art projects

* Lego and bead creations

e Face painting (Sat. only)

Teddy Bear Hospital from Highlands-
Cashiers Hospital

(Sat. only)

1:00 - 230 EACH DAY -

0’
'0

[=] 5, =]
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cAcorns

DESIGNER POP-UPS & SHOWCASES

Southern Bungalow Elizabeth Locke
Designer Pop-Up Jewelry Showcase

Aug 28 - 30 Aug 29 - 31

212 S. 4th Street, Highlands
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) % Hair Cuts,
o Color & Styles
[ )] y
E',{{H[ } for
£ Men &
Women

* Beard
Sculpting
& Trims
* Luxury
) Shaves
* Men’s Cuts

R\'5

e

Monica

Balayage * Eyebrow Tints & Facial VWaxing
Premium Hair Extensions
Bridal Services

322 Main Street * Highlands, NC
828-482-1112

EARLY BIRD SPECIAL!

iu | _—
i sl

THE
FIREWOOD COMPANY

Highlands ® Cashiers ¢ Atlanta
828.200.3050

bobhenritze @gmail.com ® www.firewoodcompany.net

Highlands Cashiers Players present Grace and Glorie
August 27 through September 6 at the Martin Lipscomb Theater at PAC

Highlands  Cashiers  Play-
ers will present Grace and Glo-
rie, an Appalachian play by Tom
Ziegler, Aug. 27 through Sept. 6
at the Martin Lipscomb Theater at
Highlands Performing Arts Cen-
ter. Jayne Pleasants is directing the
HCP production and Cathy Myers
is the assistant director, stage man-
ager and set designer.

The play
Grace Stiles, a strong mountain
woman with end stage cancer who
wants to die at home among her
apple trees instead of in a hospi-
tal. Her hospice worker is Gloria
Hughes (called Glorie by Grace),
a recent transplant from the city.
The two women clash at first, but
as they begin to explore their dif-
ferences they also find many simi-
larities.

“Since the play only has two
characters, you feel like you re-
ally get to know each of themina
short amount of time,” said HCP
boatd chair April Getz. “As I was

centers around

j‘:

o eny
— I €
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Lee Lyons and Carol Attridge rehearse a scene from Grace and Glorie at

Highlands United Methodist Church.

reading the play and watching re-
hearsals, I would alternate between
tears and laughter.”

The cast features Lee Lyons as
Grace and Carol Attridge as Glo-
rie. Lyons is returning to HCP for
this very special role, and Attridge
is making her HCP debut, but both
women are very experienced on
the stage.

Thursday and Friday per-
formances are at 7 pm, Saturday
shows begin at 5 pm and Sunday
matinees are at 2 pm. Tickets are
available at HighlandsCashier-
sPlayers.com, or by calling the
PAC Box Office at 828-526-9047.
The Highlands Performing Arts
Center is located at 507 Chestnut
Street, Highlands, NC.

-H Wﬂlﬂa{r Cﬂf—ﬂu&w

August 27 -30 and
September 3 - 6,

PLAYERS

2026
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PROFESSIONAL
THEATRE

" THE ULTINATE BROADWAY SPECTACULA

ENJOY YOUR FAVORITE‘RMOMENTS
! | LIVE/ON STAGE FROM:
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e HS SrorTs RECAP ®

Highlander teams kick off season with grit
and determination

ighlander Athletics is
officially back in full
swing. Student-athletes

took to the fields and coutts
even before the school bell rang
for the first day of classes on
August 24, delivering two action-
packed weeks of ecatly-season
competition.

grueling start, racking up five non-
conference matches against Big
Smoky Conference rivals Swain,
Hayesville, Cherokee, Murphy,
and Andrews.

* Junior Varsity: The JV
squad holds a 1-2 record, picking
up a strong victory over Swain
alongside two tough, hard-fought

Varsity Soccer Weathered
in Opener

The high school wvarsity
boys soccer team opened its season on
August 17 at Franklin. The match was cut
short when severe storms rolled in, forc-
ing a suspension with 19:38 remaining in
the first half. A date to conclude the game
has not yet been set. The boys will look for
clearer skies and a full 80 minutes when
they travel to Madison High School this
Friday, August 27.

High School Volleyball Battles

Non-Conference Slate
High school volleyball has faced a

Brett Lamb
Athletic Director

losses to Hayesville and Cherokee.

* Varsity: The varsity team
has shown immense resilience
while navigating roster shortages, including
a heartbreaking, season-ending injury to se-
nior Chatlotte Westendorf.

A busy week lies ahead for varsity vol-
leyball as they return to the court for three
consecutive match days: today, August 25 vs.
Robbinsville; Wednesday, August 26 vs. Ros-
man; and Thursday, August 27 on the road
at Rosman.

Middle School Volleyball Gaining
Momentum
o See HS SPORTS page 25

From left: Jennifer Shackley 6th grade ELA and SS, Brooke Waldroop EC TA, and Merissa De-
Hart Kindergarten teacher. (Not pictured is Cheryl Durden.)

New faces at Highlands School

By Kiristin Fox

Like the other 11 schools in the Macon
County Schools system Highlands School
welcomed new teachers and staff.

Highlands School is pleased to wel-
come several new staff members this year.
Merissa DeHart joins us as our new Kin-
dergarten teacher, bringing a passion for
eatly childhood education. Jennifer Shack-
ley will serve as our new 6th-grade English

language atts/social studies teachet, inspit-
ing our students with her dedication. We also
welcome Brooke Waldroop as our new EC
teacher assistant, Cheryl Durden as our new
custodian, and express our gratitude for their
commitment to our school community.
Highlands very youngest students will
be taught by Western Carolina University
graduate Merissa DeHart. DeHart holds a

e See NEW page 25
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HIGHLANDS CASHIERS

CENTER FOR LIFE ENRICHMENT

Community through Curiosity

UPCOMING PROGRAMS

Uncle Charlie: The Tampa Bay Rays
Technological Edge
Thursday, August 27, 2-4 PM, Cost: $35

Members/$50 Nonmembers
Accessibility Features on iPhone/iPad

Friday, August 28, 1-2 PM, Cost: $45 Members/$60
Nonmembers

The End of Antibiotics

Thursday, September 3, 2-4 PM, Cost: $35
Members/$50 Nonmembers, Sponsored by the
Highlands-Cashiers Health Foundation

CLE'’s Sixth Annual Highlands
Porchfest Music Festival!

Sunday, September 20, 1-6 PM, FREE TO ATTEND!
Headliner Sponsor: Visit Highlands, NC

CLE September Book Club: “Meet the
Newmans” by Jennifer Niven

Wednesday, September 30, 1-3 PM, $20

For more information or to register,
please visit www.clehighlands.com
or call (828) 526-8811. Thank you for

another fantastic season!

- Page 19
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- the'Highlands
’ . Visit Highlands, NC hosts live musie.downtown.
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All shows take place from 6 - 8:30 p.m.

Wag%'gﬂf&@e
Town Square | 343 Main Street

Showcasing traditional
mountain music and local talent

AUGUST 7
Johnny Webb

AUGUST 14
McClain Family Band

AUGUST 21
Shawn Lane Trio

AUGUST 28
Spare Parts Bluegrass Band

HIGHLANDS

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Gtodba on Fone

Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park
411-499 Pine Street

Featuring a variety of popular,
regional bands and musicians

AUGUST 1
Yacht Rando

AUGUST 8
Blake Ellege + The Resonators

AUGUST 22
Will Thompson Band

AUGUST 15 & 29 - NO CONCERT

visithighlandsnc.com

*HC

OSPITAL NEWS ®

Fast stroke care helps Highlands woman
make remarkable recovery

When Ann Cox Strub stood up from
the couch at her Highlands-area home
around midnight on June 9, something was
wrong.

Ann and her husband, Richard “Dick”
Strub, MD, a retired neurologist, had been
watching the Knicks and Spurs game when
her speech suddenly became slurred and one
of her arms began making unusual, involun-
tary movements — a neurological symptom
sometimes called “alien arm.”

Dr. Strub initially watched closely to
determine whether his wife might be expe-
riencing a transient ischemic attack, or TTA,
whose symptoms can resolve. Within min-
utes, however, it became clear they needed
help. He called 911.

That decision — and the rapid care Ann
received at Highlands-Cashiers Hospital —
would prove critical.

Glenville-Cashiers EMS arrived quickly
despite the rainy night and transported Ann
to Highlands-Cashiers Hospital in about 10
minutes. Once she arrived, the hospital’s
stroke protocols moved rapidly into action.

Within 2-3 minutes, a Mission Hospi-
tal physician was evaluating Ann remotely
through telehealth. The HC Hospital team
performed a CT scan and determined she
was a candidate for tenecteplase, or TNK,
a medication used to dissolve blood clots
causing certain ischemic strokes.

Ann received TNK just 23 minutes af-
ter arriving at Highlands-Cashiers Hospital,
well ahead of the national 45-minute doot-
to-needle goal.

For stroke patients, those minutes mat-
ter. The phrase “time is brain” reflects the
urgency: when a clot interrupts blood flow
to patt of the brain, brain cells can quickly
become damaged. Recognizing stroke symp-
toms, calling 911 and beginning appropriate
treatment as soon as possible can significant-
ly affect a patient’s outcome.

For the Strubs, having that care avail-
able minutes from their Highlands home
made all the difference.

“If they hadn’t had the clot-busting
drug at Highlands and given it to me so
quickly, I might have been paralyzed and
Dick would have had to take care of me
for the rest of my life,” Ann said. “I have
never been so grateful in all of my life for
Highlands-Cashiers Hospital and Glenville-
Cashiers EMS — they saved my life.””

After receiving TNK, Ann was trans-
ferred to Mission Hospital in Asheville for
the higher level of neurological care and
monitoring that can be needed follow-
ing a stroke. The transfer did not delay the

most time-sensitive part of her treatment:
Highlands-Cashiers Hospital had already
evaluated her, completed her imaging and
administered the clot-busting medication.

About 25 minutes into the trip to
Asheville, something remarkable hap-
pened: Ann, who had been unable to speak,
began talking again.

Receiving TNK at Highlands-Cashiers
Hospital rather than delaying treatment un-
til Ann could reach a larger hospital gave
the medication the opportunity to begin
working as quickly as possible.

“Ann’s experience is an important re-
minder that our community can turn to
Highlands-Cashiers Hospital when minutes
matter,” said Tom Neal, CEO of High-
lands-Cashiers Hospital. “It is a privilege to
care for our neighbors, and we ate incred-
ibly grateful to see Ann doing so well.”

HCHospital is accredited for stroke
care by The Joint Commission. Its Emer-
gency Department was also recently named
a 2025 Press Ganey Human Experience
Guardian of Excellence Award® win-
ner, recognizing performance in the top 1
percent of Press Ganey clients for patient
experience. It marked the fourth time the
hospital has received the honor.

Neal said the coordination among
EMS, the Highlands-Cashiers Hospital
team and specialists at Mission demon-
strates the importance of having emergen-
cy stroke care available locally.

“People in our community should
know that if they are experiencing signs of
a stroke, they should call 911 immediately,”
Neal said. “Our team has the training, tech-
nology and resources to quickly evaluate
stroke patients and begin lifesaving treat-
ment right here in Highlands.”

Two months later, Ann occasionally
has difficulty finding a word, but othet-
wise reports no lasting deficits from her
stroke. She was so grateful for the care she
received that she returned to Highlands-
Cashiers Hospital with food and flowers
for the team.

“They had everything I needed right
here, and they saved my life,” she said.

Ann’s experience also carries a mes-
sage for others: BE FAST when stroke
symptoms appear. Watch for Balance prob-
lems, Eye or vision changes, Facial droop-
ing, Arm weakness and Speech difficulty
— and remember that Time means call 911
immediately.

For Ann, acting quickly meant receiv-
ing the right care in the right place at ex-

actly the time she needed it. — submitted



HCFF schedule and tickets

Contact Charlotte for more information at cnmmir@bighlandsperformingarts.com.

Film Festival Pass — $75 plus fees
Access to film screenings only thronghout the festival.
Film Festival VIP Pass — $150 plus fees
Acess to all films and seminars thronghont the festival.

Film Festival SOCiegl — $750 per person/$1,500 pet couple

in linited edition popeorn tub

Wed., Sept. 16
(PAC Main Stage)

1 —3p (Registration Required)
FREE: Festival Kick-Off Party at the PAC: 6 — 8p

with our Artistic Director, Joy Jorgensen! Bring your own picnic and chair.
Pick up your festival passes or purchase passes if still available.
Thurs., Sept. 17
(MLT Theatre at PAC)
SHORTS Block 1
10-11:30a
Mallory’s Ghost
1:30-3p
The Oldest Person in the World
6-7:30 p
(PAC Main Stage)
Honeyjoon
11a-12:30p
The Last Class and conversation w/the filmmakers
3:15-5:15p
If These Walls Could Rock
8-9:30p
Fri., Sept. 18
(MLT Stage at PAC)
SHORTS Block 2
11a-12:30p
Susan
2:45-4:15p
(PAC Main Stage)
Horror Deconstructed Workshop
10-11:15a
Path of the Panther and Wildllife Corridor Panel with the filmakers
12:15-2:30p
Papertown
4:30-6p
Patriots Day and conversation with the screenwriter
6:45-9p
Sat., Sept. 19
(MLT at PAC)
Hold On To Me
2:30-4:15p
(PAC Main Stage)

10:30a-noon
Natchez
12:45-2:15p
Black & White Masquerade (Exlusive for Sponsors and Film Society Members only) — 6-9:30p

Awards Ceremony for competition filns will be presented on stage while sweets and chanpagne are served.

FREE: Rise, Ruin, and Restoration: A History of Lake Toxaway + Q&A with the Director

Open 1o the public, with live bluegrass music under the stars from local band, Silly Ridge. Enjoy a special meet and greet

Inside the Grid: The design of TRON: Ares Presented by Darly Faccinto w/ Christian Haberkern

Exlusive access to the Black and W hite Masquerade (for Society members and sponsors only), Access to the Hor-
ror Deconstructed seminar (for Society members, sponsors onby, and VIP pass only), V1P Festival Pass (includes all films
+ events), Reserved seating at all films + events, Special lanyard and festival badge, Free popcorn thronghont the Festival g

The Black & W hite Masquerade transforms the PAC for an unforgettable Festival celebration. Dress in black and 1
white, don your favorite mask, and join us for an evening centered aronnd the 1926 silent-film classic The Phanton: of 1
the Opera, on the big screen with a live orchestral performance by musicians from WCU. Following the performance, the 1

Highlands-Cashiers Film Festival (HCFF) competition films. It screens
September 19" at 12:45pm at the Highlands Performing Arts Center.

small Mississippi town: a layered mosaic of plantation owners, tour guides,
activists, and politicians contending with the weight of the past in a place
where it is always present. Equal parts amusing and disturbing, the film
journeys through an antebellum tourist destination at a crossroads, grappling
with a deeply troubled history so thoroughly ingrained in its present that
viewers are left to wonder if it's actually past at all.

Sept 16-19, 2026

resh off winning Best Documentary Feature at the 2025 Tribeca Festival,
the film NATCHEZ is headed to Highlands this September as part of the

NATCHEZ captures an unsettling clash between history and memory in a

Among its most compelling voices is a local tour
operator who challenges visitors to reckon with
the site of the town's former slave market — one
of the few figures in the film willing to confront
that history head-on, in contrast to homeowners
who've long sanitized their own family narratives
for paying tourists. The result is less a single story
than a town arguing with itself on camera.

Herbert is no newcomer to acclaim. Her first
feature, Wrestle, picked up two News &
Documentary Emmy nominations and landed on
the National Board of Review's list of the top five
documentaries of 2019. She's also built a parallel
career as an editor, working on Bob Dylan film
projects, including the permanent experiential film
at Tulsa's Bob Dylan Center, and cutting Tony
Bennett and Lady Gaga's Grammy-nominated
video for "l Get a Kick Out of You."

Since premiering at Tribeca, NATCHEZ has kept
racking up honors - close to 19 festival awards
and counting.

NATCHEZ is one of eight competition films at this year's HCFF, a four-
day festival bringing world-class documentaries and narratives to
downtown Highlands. Weekend passes are now available at:
www.highlandscashiersfilmfestival.com/passes
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Is Labor Day
a religious
holiday?
Maybe ...

Rev. Dr. Marcus B. Robertson is
Interim Priest in Charge
Christ Anglican Church, Cashiers.

abor Day is one of those holidays that is often ap-

I preciated (as a day off from work) but not fully un-

derstood in its origins and history. But even beyond

its history (dating back to the late 1800s) Labor Day can

become a time to reflect on the nature of work and its role
in our human experience.

Genesis 1:28 is the first command given by God to
humanity. God created man and woman and immediately
gave them this charge: “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the
earth and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of
the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every
living thing that moves on the earth.” This text is often
called “The Cultural Mandate” and describes humanity as
stewards of the created order. Jesus refers to this notion
of stewardship in several of His parables, where the story
describes the master going away on a trip, turning over the
management of his goods and property to others to “man-
age” or “steward” his wealth. Stewardship is an important
element of biblical ethics as well as an important aspect of
our human identity.

Labor is the essence of stewardship. To work is to en-
ter a significant part of our created identity that God uses
to bring us to personal fulfillment, self-worth and dignity.
In today’s world, work is sometimes used as a political foil
to criticize a person’s position on a certain law or proposed
legislation. Socially, different kinds of work are sometimes
used to demean the character of another and affirm one
person over another. According to Holy Scripture, all work
done faithfully and with good intent is to be honored, re-
gardless of its social status. The steward who produced
a twentyfold return was commended just as much as the
stewards who produced a fifty- or hundredfold return.
The steward who was criticized was the one seized with
fear and who hid his master’s wealth in the ground. Work
reflects who we are as creatures in relationship to our Cre-
ator, regardless of the status of the work or its ability to
produce a certain level of income.

T am semi-retired. I have a fair bit of time on my hands
and my prayer has been, “Lord teach me the value of work
— its joy, its reward and its discipline.” Owning 65 acres
which needs management and maintenance, I find myself
no longer sitting at a desk preparing sermons, counseling
parishioners or writing newspaper articles (1), but hauling
stones, working on a tractor, wielding a chain saw or clear-
ing brush. I don’t receive a paycheck for that activity, but it
produces within me a sense of accomplishment, an educa-
tion in aspects of land management I never knew, and a
deep satisfaction of being a steward in a completely dif-

o See SPIRITUALLY page 23

e P aAcEs 1o WORSHIP ®

BLUEVALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor 706-782-3965
Sundays: School:10 a.m. ,Worship:| |
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7p
5th Sunday Singing featuring Georgia Mountain Trio;
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
828-269-3546 * Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.;Worship:| |
CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Senior Pastor: Rev.Amy Spivey
Assoc. Pastor: Rev.Wonyeong Lee828-743-5298
Sundays: School at 9:30;Worship & Kids Worship 10:30
GRACE CHAPEL ON HIGH HOLLY
9615 Dillard Rd Scaly Mountain, N C.

Pastor Steve Kerhoulas. http://www.Graceonhighholly.com
Sunday School 9:45;Worship | |; Prayer Service VWed 5:30p
Men’s and Women'’s Bible Study throughout the week
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH
The Revd Dr. Marc Robertson & Rev. Nick McGee
464 U.S. Hwy. 64E, Cashiers, NC
CAC@christanglicancashiers.org * 828-743-1701
Sunday:Adult Christian Ed, 9:15a; Holy Eucharist, 10:30a;
Fellowship | 1:452;Wed: Bible Study/Contemplative Prayer, 5p
CHRIST CHURCH OF THEVALLEY. CASHIERS
743-5470  www.cashiers.church
Sun. 10:452;Wed Study5:15p supper and childcare.
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH
283 Spring Street - Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.;Worship:| [a.m.

I'st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.
Wednesdays —Supper at 6 p.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com * 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC  Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins
Sun: Service 10:45am, Children’s 10:30am

10am; Men’s Bible Study:Wed. & Thurs. 7am @ Zookeeper
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev.W. Bentley Manning, Rector * 526-2968
5th and Main streets * www.incarnationwnc.org
Sunday: Rite |, spoken, 8 am in Chapel, Rite Il with Choir 10:30
am in Sanctuary,Wed: Healing Eucharist 12 pm in Chapel,
Morning Prayer: Mon-Thurs 8:30 am in Chapel
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 « www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor ¢ 220 Main Street, Highlands
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am;Women'’s 10:30 am
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Emily Wilmarth, pastor; Rev. Kelley Connelly Asso. Pastor
828-526-3175 « fpchighlands.org
Sun.:Adult Ed.: 10a;Worship | 1a;Tues: Men’s Group 10a;
Wed: Bell Choir 4p. Chancel Choir:5:30p
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd)

Sunday School: 10 am.Worship Service:| | am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N. /4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers

www.gracecashiers.com ¢ Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814

L Services: Sundays 10am -Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm

Wed.:Youth 5:30-7pm;Women'’s Bible Study: Mon. 4:30pm, Tues.

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. « Glenville. NC + 743-2729 + Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a.Worship | la & 7p. Bible Study 6p
Wed. Kidsquest 6p.;VWorship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 « 165 S.Sixth Street
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays:Worship:| |
HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson ¢ 11339 Buck Creek Road
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily
sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a. & 6p.VWednesday Worship is 6p
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376
In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
909a Bluegrass and | |aTraditional
www.highlandsmethodist.org
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA
2152 Dillard Road ¢ 526-9741
Rev. Ken Langsdrof
Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.
Visit our website: Holy Family Lutheran Highlands NC
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C.28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| I. Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
Franklin » 828-634-1312 * mountainsynagoguewnc.com.
Rabbi led service 3rd Saturday AM, Rosh Hashanah & Yom
Kippur.
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH
743-2583 * Independent Bible Church
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church. 4224 Big Ridge
(4.5 miles from NC 107)

Weds:Youth Group 6 p.m.; Bible Study 6:30 p.m.;
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone — 526-2418
Sat.4pm thru Oct 24.;Sun. - | lam
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School —10 a.m.;Worship —I | am.& 7
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates « 526-3212
Sun.: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:10:45 a.m.;Worship: 6 p.m.
SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Richard Salmonson
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:I | a.m.
ST.JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Mass: Sun. 9a (English); Mon. 9:30a (Vatican Il in Latin); Tues.
7p (Spanish);Wed.,9:30a (English)

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: » 743-2359 * Rev. Rob Wood
Sunday Service (summer): 9am & | lam
Visit our website: www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com
Bazaar Barn outreach is open Fri & Sat. | lam-3pm
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
85 Sierra Drive. Franklin * uufranklin.org
Sunday Worship - || a.m.
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers * 828-743-2122
Sunday School: 10 am.Vorship Service:| | am
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e PolLicE & FIRE REPORTS ®

Highlands Police entries from
Aug. 18. Only the names of persons ar-
rested, issued a summons/citation, is-
sued a Class-3 misdemeanor or those
of public officials have been used.

Accidents responded to:

Aug. 18

*Vehicle | and Vehicle 2 were traveling
north on NC 106 (Dillard Road). Vehicle 2
was stopped on NC 106 to turn left into
Rhodes Auto parking lot. Vehicle | failed to
see that Vehicle 2 had stopped, veered to
the right and crashed into the right rear of
Vehicle 2

Aug.20

* Vehicle | was traveling north on NC
106 (Dillard Road). An unknown vehicle was
stopped in the roadway making a left turn.
Vehicle-1 was unable to stop, ran off road to
right and struck a tree and came to rest on
shoulder of roadway.

Aug. 21

* Vehicles | and 2 were parked facing
west on US 64 (4th Street) in front of Town
Hall. Vehicle | was not parked in a parking
spot. Vehicle 2 backed into Vehicle 1.

* During the week, officers issued 5
citations, 39 warning tickets

Aug. 18

* At 9:08 a.m.,, officers responded to a
call of an unattended death of a 74-year-old
man at a residence on Naiad Terrace.

* At 12:19 p.m., officers responded to a
call of someone trespassing on OEl’s prop-

-.SPIRTTUALLY

continued from page 22

ferent way than I have been for most of my
life. My hands are dirtier, my back is sorer
and my clothes are coarser and more func-
tional (less fashionable), but that’s OK. I'm
learning the value of labor.

And I know many people who are less
fortunate than I. They have physical limita-
tions that keep them from enjoying the la-
bor I now pursue. Yet, they have found their
niche in life when it comes to labor. They
call and encourage friends and neighbors.
They pray for the sick, the lonely and the
infirm. They welcome visitors with a smile
and a genuine spirit of hospitality. Their
labor is different, but it produces the same
kind of satisfaction in the human heart.

By the time you read this, Labor Day
may have come and gone, but it stands as
a reminder of what it means to be human.
We are created for a purpose and that pur-
pose involves labor of some kind. Such la-
bor grants us an identity beyond ourselves,
for it reminds us that we are creatures who
are called to relate to our Creator through
the work He has given us to do.

erty on Arnold Road.

Aug. 20

* At 11:05 a.m,, officers responded to a
call of someone stalking/harassing, a simple as-

sault and latency at Spinx Gas Station on N.

4th Street.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue log
from Aug. 18.

Aug. 18

* At 9:02 a.m.,, the dept. was first-re-
sponders to a residence on Naiad Terrace.

e At 4:35 p.m,, the dept. was first-re-

sponders to a residence on Ridge Lake Circle.

Aug. 19

* At 3:43 p.m,, the dept. responded to
a fire alarm at a location on Country Club
Drive.

* At 7:02 p.m,, the dept. responded to a
motor vehicle accident on US. 64 east (Ca-
shiers Road).

* At 6:22 p.m., the dept. was first-re-
sponders to a residence on Kelsey Court.

Aug.20

* At 3:31 a.m,, the dept. responded to a

fire alarm at a residence on Morewood Circle.

* At 9:57 a.m,, the dept. responded to a
fire alarm at a residence on Happoldt Drive.

* At 4:16 p.m., the dept. responded to a
motor vehicle accident on NC 106 (Dillard
Road).

* At 7:35 p.m,, the dept. investigated the
cause of smoke at a residence on Holt Road.

* At 9:03 p.m,, the dept. responded to a
medical alarm at a residence on Dog Moun-

MOUNTAIN LAKES
MEDICAL

CENTER

tain Road.

* At 9:47 p.m,, the dept. was first-re-
sponders to a residence on Summit Trial.

Aug. 2|

* At 3:09 a.m,, the dept. was first-re-
sponders to a residence on Split Rail Row.

* At 11:29 p.m,, the dept. responded
to a motor vehicle accident on US 64 east
(Highlands Road).

Aug.22

* At 2:49 p.m, the dept. was first-
responders to a residence on Broadview
Circle.

* At 5:54 p.m,, the dept. was first-re-
sponders to a residence on Charlie Johnson
Lane.

162 Legacy Point Clayton, GA 30525

Ear, Nose and Throat (ENT)

Dr. Keith Jackson, MD,
ENT Emory University
and Medical College of

Georgia

Contact: (706) 782-0478

CONNECT

Audiology Care

Dr. Erica McVey,
Audiologist University
of Texas
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_ HIGHLANDS
W; . CHURCH

" Come join us

each Sunday at 8:45 a.m.
* Small group environment
* Casual
* Breakfast included
* LIVE stream ANDY STANLEY
(NPCQ)

For more information and location
Call Bee at 404-307-1415

south dgranite

DESIGN LLC
@mﬂb Phone:828-331-7730
m Phone:864-244-0504

Ei!am
94-5 US-64 CEIEhlEr‘S NC 28?1?

Elevated Home Maintenance & Repairs,LLC
A Step Above the Rest
Carpentry * Tile Work ¢ Drywall « Remodels
Painting ¢ Flooring * General Labor * Realtor Punchlists

(828) 371-9071

ElevatedHomeMaintenance.com

> 828-526-9325 <«

Generators aren’t just a “thing” we do,
generators are all we do!

e Grading
* Excavating
e Driveways
* Build sites
* Hauling
* Septic Systems

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643
Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com

Kiln dried
FIREWOOD

Delivery or pickup

2460 Cashiers Road « Highlands 828-526-2395
highlandslawnandgarden.com

B COUNSELING
) CENTER

OF HIGHLANDS

Offices in Cashiers and Highlands

828-482-7417

info@counseling-center.org | counseling-center.org

HOWARD
HANNA

1957 ALLEN TATE REAL ESTATE

#1 Family-Owned in the U.S.
Al Stoneham

Realtor-Broker

Luxury Home Specialist
Licensed in NC & GA

Cell: 828.332.9767
al.stoneham@howardhannatate.com

a2 I

CHESINUT STORAGE

Storage Units Available
Secure 24-Hour Access
Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms

Call today to find out why we're
“Highlands Premier Facility”

828-482-1045

Buck Creek Rd - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Road near the hos-

Look for our sign!

LISATHOMPSON
DOG SITTING

« daily drop-in visits

« overnight & extended
stays

«» dog walking
828.424.4637

3568B MAIN STREET

ESTATE JEWELERS OF
HIGHLANDS

"«' e
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Call: 828-526-1960 T~

'\
Text: 770-855-0825 - '-‘-*;
Emall ejofhlghlands@gmall com -

PTIANO TUNING

Professional Service Since 1985

Bob McCollum

828-507-5760
Bobboh | @yahoo.com

Busin rd A
$23 BW — $28 color
Classifieds
$10 for first 10 words, 30 cents each ad-
ditional word
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* CLASSIFIEDS ®

FOR SALE

COTTAGE ON LAKE BURTON $129,500
- North Georgia Mountains. Ibr/lba. | year old with
modern design, all appliances and furniture. Beautiful
gated community. www.sugarmillcreek.com Tel: 912-
222-2448

condition with paddles $600.828-421-0124 (st. 7/9)

1.06 AC LOT ON 8900 Buck Creek Rd. $79,900.
828-421-0124 (st. 7/9)

HELP WANTED

IN SEARCH OF PART-TIME CHOIR DIREC-
TOR Highlands United Methodist Church is seeking a

AUTOMOTIVE

(SE RVICE & REPAIR

°p, o

“ESTic . pORY

828-787-2360
2851 Cashiers Road, Highlands

We're proud to be a family-owned company with 43 years in the
business, and even prouder to now serve the Highlands community.
~ Bob Saladna, Owner|

Herneisgwhat
Highlencls Avzeometiva
fs all abeutd

* Same-day service for most maintenance
and routine repairs.
¢ Top-tier diagnostic & programming tools
— just like the dealer.
* New tire, alignment & balancing
equipment for precision and speed.
* Same experienced technicians.

We service ALL domestic and foreign vehicles.

Also serving customers in:
Atlanta, GA | Dallas, TX | Houston, TX

Come see the difference.

chancel choir director for their weekly Sunday traditional
worship services at | lam. Choir rehearsals are Wednes-
days at 4pm. Inquiries may be addressed to Rev. Dr. Randy
Lucas, HUMC Senior Pastor, at randyhumc@icloud.com.
(8/13)

CAREGIVERS NEEDED FOR PT DAY AND
NIGHT SHIFTS. - Competitive wages. Background
check required. text 828-200-9000 for details or apply
online www.MyChoiceHome.Care (7/2)

FOR RENT

NEW 2BD, 2BA, FURNISHED APARTMENT
within a half mile of downtown. $1,600 a month. Call 404-
234-2516. (st.7/2)

2BD/2BATH SINGLE WIDE $1,100 per month
internet included. First and last security. Mark 828-200-
0765. (st. 5/29)

SERVICES

MOBILE CARWASHI/DETAILING - THE
DETAIL GUYS WNC (828) 745-3500 text . Thedetail-

guyswnc on facebook Full Service.We Come To You

— In-House Pet or
People sitting. Call Peg Ellis. Retired RN. References avail-
able. 828-200-1028. (st. | 1/20)

PLATEAU PAINTERS — Interior and exterior
painting, pressure washing, decks, and sanding and stain-
ing wood floors. Division of Chatlos Construction. Fully
insured. Free estimates. Call Mike at 828-200-4071.(6/25)

HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS HANDYMAN -
Chatlos Construction — Remodels, Additions, Framing,
Siding, Roofing, Decks, Painting. References. Insured. 828-
200-4071. (6/25)

— We take anything. Call 828-
200-0492

CUSTOM WELDING - gates, railings, trailer
repairs, fencing, hand rails and more.| come to you! Call
Gavin at 828-200-4219 or email smallgavin26@gmail.com

NEED FURNITURE MOVED ORANYTHING
HAULED AWAY? Call or text James of Going Gone at
828-421-2655. (7/30)

..MJAYOR continued from page 2

Department of Environmental Quality. That information
gave me some relief from my concerns. But since those
bodies of water are part of our drinking water network, any
chemicals applied around or in those waters must be done
with extreme care. Our water department constantly pro-
vides water samples from these bodies for state testing, The
last thing we want to see is any significant trace of herbi-
cides or toxic chemicals in the water supply. I am sure folks
in Maine share similar views.

Our code enforcement officer monitors and will make
sure any such activities are licensed and under the purview
of state authorities.

I bring this up because I have an ongoing concern that
we all must protect the watershed on the Highlands Plateau,
just as I have witnessed in Maine this past week. If a home-

...NEW continued from page 19

Bachelor’s in Birth to Kindergarten and has worked with
young children for over eight years. Her passion is to help
children reach their potential in learning, growing and build-
ing confidence in their abilities.

Macon County native Brooke Waldroop is a graduate
of Western Carolina University with degrees in both El-
ementary Education and Psychology. She has taught Kin-
dergarten as well as 5th and 6th grade math and science in
the Macon County School System. Most recently, she was a
social worker and center director at the Rabun Head Start
in Clayton, GA. Her goal for this year is to help the children
she has the honor of teaching meet their educational goals.

owner has a stream, pond, or any kind of impoundment on
their property, state regulations apply to any chemical appli-
cation, alteration or modification to that waterway.

Now I know some of my libertarian friends may retort,
here goes that mayor again trying to tell us what we can do
with our property. But on the other hand, property owners
should not be allowed to do things on their property that
affect or jeopardize other people’s property rights or com-
promise public health and safety.

I hope, as a community, we can all agree that we must
be good stewards of this unique land and environment. As
for the removal of the aquatic growth in our lakes, town
staff will carefully watch the situation. As we dredge Mirror
Lake the issue of algae and weeds will also be a concern.

Highlands’ 6th grade middle school students will wel-
come Jennifer Shackley for English language arts and social
students. She has prior experience teaching English and
was an elementary librarian in Texas before relocating to
Scaly Mountain 13 years ago.

Cheryl Durden will work as Highlands School’s new
custodian. She is a graduate of Franklin High School and
Western Carolina University. She holds an associate of ap-
plied science in medical laboratory technology and a BS in
Anthropology with a minor in clinical forensics. She has
experience working in educational support services and as
a substitute in the Macon County School system.

..HHS SPORTS continued from page 19

The middle school volleyball team has completed four
matches in its early campaign. After enduring two challeng-
ing road tests at Andrews and Murphy, the team bounced
back during a two-game homestand against Hayesville and
Andrews. The team will enjoy a brief break before hosting

Murphy on September 1.

The Highlanders are making impressive strides across
every program to start the year. Be sure to head out to the
next home game and bring the noise for our student-ath-
letes!
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POOL SCHEDULE

e Lap Swim: Mon.-Fri. 6am-
9:45am, and Saturday |0am-IIpm
- 6 lanes. Water Aerobics: 18 y+
Mon.-Fri. 10-1lam with Karen
Chambers.Adult Swim: |18y+ only.

PICKLE BALL

* At the Recreation Dept.
there are three indoor Pickle Ball
courts and six outdoor courts.
Pickle Ball can be played every Mon,
Tues, Wed, Thurs. and Friday |0am-
pm outdoors for the summer

MTN FINDINGS

* Open: 10 am - | pm.Thurs-
Sat.. Spruce Street. www.mountain-
findings.org

FIBBER MAGEES

» Fibber Magee’s Thrift Store
on Laurel Street Hours.Wed. & Fri.
- 10a too 4p. Sat. - 10a to 2p.

FARMERS MARKET

* The “market” is open ev-
ery Saturday 8a to 12:30p in KH
Founders Park on Pine Street.

ALLWEEK

* Scaly Mountain/ Highlands/
Cashiers Alcoholics Anonymous
“Open Meetings” are for anyone
who thinks they may have a drinking
problem or for anyone interested
in the A.A. recovery program. Open
meetings are held at Scaly Mountain
@ Grace Chapel, 9915 Dillard Rd.,
Scaly Mountain each Tues & Sat at
5:30 pm and at Highlands @ the
Ist Presbyterian Church, 471 Main
St, on Monday at 5:30 p.m. and
on Wednesday & Fridays @ 12:00
noon. Open in person meetings
are also held in Cashiers @ the
Albert Carlton Cashiers Commu-
nity Library, 249 Frank Allen Rd. on
Sunday at 5:00 pm, on Tuesday@
7:00 pm, on Friday at 5:30 pm and
on Saturday at 9:00 am. For more
information please visit our web-
site www.aawnc80.org or to speak
with a member of A.A.24/7 call our
HELP Line 828 349-4357

Mon.& Thurs.

* At First Presbyterian Church,
ArtSpace is open from 9 am. to
4:30 p.m.The next exhibit will start
in mid-August. For information
contact fpchkelley@gmail.com

Mon-Wed-Fri

* Aerobics with Tina Rogers
8-9am at the Rec Park.

* Balance, Stretch & Strengthen
Class at the Rec Park 8:30-9:30am.
The cost for the class is $30 a
month and is led by Vivian Brewer.
Call the Recreation Department at
828-526-3556 for more informa-
tion.

Mon., Tues., Thurs.

* The Food Pantry behind the
Methodist Church on Spring Street
is open from |0a-6p.

2nd Mondays

* The local chapter of PEO, an
off-campus sorority founded in the
1800s that provides grants and loans
to women with financial need who
want to return to school or further
their education meets at 10 a.m. For
more info call president Paula Mc-
Donald at 706-372-3004

4th Mondays

* Highlands Planning Board
meeting 5:30 p.m., in the Community
Building.

2nd Tuesdays

* Highlands Writers Group
meets on alternate Tuesday after-
noons at 3pm. Writers still uncom-
fortable with in-person gatherings
may participate via Zoom meetings
For more info contact Bud Katz at
either 828-526-3190 or at budan-
dlynn@me.com

Tuesdays

* Strength Training at the Rec
Park 8:15-9:15 am.

* At Wayfarers Chapel, Work-
shop for Writers — from 5-6:30 PM

* ESL classes at The Literacy &
Learning Center, 6-7 p.m. 675 S 4th
St.

Tuesdays & Thurs.

* Exercise Class with Michelle
Lane at the Rec Park at 5:30.A com-
bo class with different types of exer-
cise. 828-526-3556

Wednesdays

* The Literacy & Learning Cen-
ter offers a FREE weekly Citizenship
Class led by Faviola Olvera from 5:30
to 7 pm at 675 S 4th St in Highlands,
this program is designed to help stu-
dents navigate the complexities of
the U.S. naturalization exam.

* Digital Navigators will be at
the Hudson Library from |0a-noon
PM, digital navigators will host a Tech
Time drop-in time at Hudson Li-
brary with the goal to assist attend-
ees with basic smartphone, laptop,
iPad and tablet skills. For more infor-
mation, call the Library at 828-526-
3031.Free and open to the public.

2nd Wednesdays

» Highlands Zoning Board of
Adjustment meeting at 5:30 in the
Community Building

Thursdays

* Kickboxing 8:15-9:15a. at the
Rec Park. No martial arts back-
ground necessary Contact the Rec
Dept.at 828-526-3556 for more info.

3rd Thursdays

* Highlands Town Board meet-
ing 7 p.m., in the Community Build-
ing.

3rd Saturdays

* The American Legion Post
370 meets at the First Meth-
odist Church at 315 Main St
in their community room/909
chapel. Breakfast ia at 9a; meet-
ing is at 10a. Email ncpost370@
gmail.com or just join us at 9am.

Through Aug. 30
¢ Mountain Theatre Com-

pany presents “Showstoppers” a
high-energy, 90-minute multime-
dia spectacular that races through
Broadway and Hollywood’s most
unforgettable musicals, from West
Side Story and Dreamgirls to Sin-
gin’ in the Rain, Chicago, Mamma
Mia!, and more. Featuring dazzling
costumes, cinematic visuals, and a
world-class professional cast, this
fast-paced celebration brings iconic
movie-musical moments to life with
thrilling vocals, dynamic choreogra-
phy, and nonstop excitement. The
ultimate musical celebration. For
tickets call 828.526.2695 or go to
boxoffice@mountaintheatre.com

Aug. 27-Sept. 6

* HCP presents ‘Grace and
Glorie’ at MLT at PAC. Thurs. and
Fri. performances are at 7 pm, Sat.
shows begin at 5 pm and Sunday
matinees are at 2 pm. Tickets are
available at HighlandsCashiers-
Players.com, or by calling the PAC
Box Office at 828-526-9047.

Sat.,Aug. 28

¢ At The Bascom, What makes
a blue ribbon bloom? A dahlia judg-
ing talk. | la-noon. Free and open
to the public. No registration re-
quired. For more info, go to The
Bascom.org.

* 3 OPEN HOUSES at VZ
TOP with  Berkshire Hathaway
Home Services, Howard Hanna and
Country Club Properties from 3-5
p.m. Directions: From downtown
Highlands, Turn Left on Hwy 106,
then Left on Hudson Road, Follow

e HicHL ANDS AREA EVENTS ®

to VZTOP Entrance. Gate will be
OPEN.

Sun.Aug. 29

* Open House at 177 For-
est Trail in Highlands from 10a to
noon. Hosted by Pat Gleeson with
Christies International RE. Free cin-
namon rolls offered for breakfast.

Sat. & Sun.,Aug. 29-30

* Highlands Arts & Craft Show
in KH-Founders Park on Pine
Street |0a to 5p Sat.and 10a to 4p
on Sunday. 120 vendors. Food avail-
able for purchase from Highlands
Smokehouse, | 1a-2:30p both days.
Sip & Stroll Saturday. Tickets avail-
able at Sip & Stroll tent in front of
the stage. Kid Zone, too.

Sept. |

* Pop Up Pipers

Sat. -Sun, Sept. 5-6

* Public Open House at 1875,
Highlands’ newest exclusive gated
community. |la to 4p each day.
Charcuterie, and registration for
exciting gift card. High Gate Drive
off Dillard Road.

Thurs., Sept. 10

* Mirror Lake Improvement
Association annual meeting at the
Mirror Lake Bridge at 6p. Michael
Hanson (McGill & Associates), the
Engineering Firm retained by Town
of Highlands, will address, explain,
discuss, and take questions regarding
the continuing Mirror Lake Dredg-
ing Phases 2 & 3.

Tues., Sept. 1 |

* An Open House at Blue Ridge
Health on the HC Hospital campus
to introduce Sherry Burkett, DNP,
to the community she now serves
from |-4pm at 209 Hospital Drive
#301.

Mon., Sept. 14

* Cashiers Cares 5th annual
golf tournament will be held at
Trillium Golf Club Play is limited
to first 96 players to sign up and
Cost is $300/player. The format is a
scramble start at 10:30 AM. Lunch
is provided and also awards party at
the golf course. Raffles and Silent
Auction featuring local merchants
will be part of the activities, includ-
ing golf foursomes at private clubs
here on the plateau. There will be
a Long Drive event with a Golf
Pro and the chance to win a trip
to Pebble Beach to play golf. To sign
up to play in the tournament go to
https://cashierscares.org the details.

Wed, Sept 16

* A FREE 2nd showing of Rise,
Ruin, and Restoration: A History of
Lake Toxaway, The Return of Lake

Toxaway is at |p at the PAC. Docu-
mentary chronicles the creation
of the resort on Lake Toxaway, the
dramatic collapse of the dam in
1916,and the effort to resurrect the
mountain lake some 40 years later.
Director Dan Johnson will be avail-
able for comments following the
film. Registration is required. Seating
is limited. Arrive early. Register at
www.eventbrite.com/e/ 1996882373
935?%ff=oddtdtcreator

* 2nd Annual Highlands Ca-
shiers Film Festival Kick-Off Party
— Free and open to the public at 6p
at PAC. Bring the family, a picnic and
lawn chairs and gather round a bon-
fire (weather permitting) with live
music from Silly Ridge, Highlands-
based acoustic bluegrass band, and
enjoy a first meet-and-greet with
Artistic Director Joy Jorgensen.

Wed.-Sat Sept. 16-19

* 2nd Annual Highlands Ca-
shiers Film Festival held at the High-
lands Performing Arts Center on
Chestnut Street. For lineup and tick-
ets go to www.highlandscashiers-
filmfestival.com

Thurs., Sept. 17

* Library Party at the Hudson
Library from 5-7 p.m. Unveiling the
capital campaigns and newly com-
pleted outdoor spaces 5-7 p.m. Live
music, food and drinks and tours.

Sat.-Sun., Sept. 19-20

* The Power of a Beauti-
ful State: a 2-Day inner journey to
calm, creativity and connection.
The Mountain Retreat Ctr,, $150 to
$275. Info: LindaChmar@gmail.com
or 404-909-9904

Sun., Sept. 20

* CLEs free annual Porchfest
from [-6 PM. Over 40 musicians will
perform across |6 venues in Down-
town Highlands.

Mon., Sept. 21

* The 2026 Town of Highlands
Scholarship Golf Tournament at the
Cullasaja Club. The day will begin
with a light breakfast, followed by at
10:30AM shotgun start. Following
golf, there is a full buffet dinner in
the Cullasaja Club clubhouse. The
event will be capped off at 28 teams.
The cost is $800 per team ($200/
player). Hole sponsorships are avail-
able, as well as a variety of sponsor-
ship levels. Mike and Jim Bryson are
sponsors of the event. For more
information call Brian Stiehler (787-
2778) or to register, contact Gibby
Shaheen at Town Hall by calling 526-
2118.



SILVER EAGLE

Native American Jewelry
Crystal & Gem Gallery
-

X
349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

ATy HOWARD
HANNA

Darlene Conley
Mountain Luxury
Your Dream. Your Journey.
YOU'RE HOME.
Dedicated to
finding the home
you've always wanted.
Cell: 404.427.2448

=1 “ll'.'.'-

darleneconley@howardhannatate.com

Reebes

Hardware
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Highlander
Mountain
House
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The Ruffed
Grouse
Tavern

highlandermountainhouse.com
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— ‘" LUXURY COLLECTION”

e I c e r Of the 55,000+ BHHS agents across the globe,
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Fayeranksinthe TOP 2% andisa
REALTORS

[ M —_— Luxury Collection Specialist.
Country Club Properties

g 3 FAYE WURM P
gl bt Highlands Properties | | g2s 2001345 [=;
3 Offices 858-526—2520 450 N. 4th St. Highlands, NC faye@bhhsmmr.com

2334 CashiersRd, Highlands [ 5.2
https://fayewurm.meadowsmtnrealty.com/

828-526-5522
www.highlandsproperties.com

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com
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CREEKSIDE
LIVING

.
34 W. Forest Way
Highlands, NC
Significant Price Reduction

Now Offered
at $985,000

* 3 Bed, 3 Bath

* Creekside Screened
Porch With Stone
Fireplace

¢ Meticulously
Maintained and
Furnished

* STRs Allowed

Clif Gottwals
303.887.7479

Clif.Gottwals@Gmail.com

CHRISTIE’S

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE
— HIGHLANDS CASHIERS ——

HighlandsCashiersCIRE.com

210 North

Highlands

Denise Boothby
828-482-2434

Sotheby’s

INTERMATIOMNAL REALTY

CHRISTIE’S

INTERNATIOMAL REAL ESTATE

114 N. 4th Street * Highlands, NC

LiveLoveHighlands.com

Local Expertise, Global Connections.

Cell: 828-787-1895

Sheryl Wilson

office: 828.526.8300 * cell: 828.337.0706
sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com * highlandssir.com

Licensed in NC and GA

Highlands Office | 210 N. 5th Street

pamela.nellis@yahoo.com

HIGHLANDS
CASHIERS




12t Allin

REALTY GROUP
Not The Biggest...Just The Best!
www.patallenrealtygroup.com

STAY A

moment

For vacation rentals, visit
LANDMARKVACATIONS.COM

LANDMARK

VACATION RENTALS

your mountain story begins here—
embracing both the life you lead

828.526.8784 | 295 DILLARD RD, HIGHLANDS

PAT ALLEN
828.200.9179

JULIE OSBORN
828.200.6165
More than
33 years of exemplary
service in the luxury
housing market!

VOTED AMERICA’S BEST by RealTrends since 2021

orcall 828-743-9234.

and the getaway you crave

= DAVID

M’BQCK

ké, BUILDERS

‘ www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240

Highlands

. 1
1

: 1
i

We Serve to Help You
with Life's Next
Chapter ... Beginning
with Coffee and a
Conversation.

“# 1 Broker

IN THE CAROLINAS

$1 Billion +

TOTAL CAREER SALES VOLUME

#8 Agent Worldwide

AMONG 26,100+
SOTHEBY'S INTERNATIONAL REALTY AGENTS

PER REAL TRENDS, HCMLS AND COUNTY RECORDINGS

Jody Lovell

828) 226.6303

Sotheby’s

BERKSHIRE | MEADOWS MOUNTAIN

REALTY

HATHAWAY

HOMESERVICES

If you want an
award-winningreal
estate experience,
choose an

award- wmnlng
agent. /

-

MITZI RAUERS

Broker / Luxury Collection
Specialist

(404) 218-9123
mitzi@bhhsmmr.com

*Based on 2023 sales data. Out of a global network
of 65,000+ BHHS agents

...on the Verandah [5
@ Restaurant .
“on Lake Sequoyah |

828-526-2338

43 Years of Fine Dining

NOW OPEN

7 Nights a week

5:30-9p

www.ontheverandah.com

y

CHRISTIE’S

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE
—— HIGHLANDS CASHIERS ——

M<CULL

LY

o

BEE GLEESON
Broker | Realtor® | 404.307.1415
BeeGlee4@Gmail.com

PAT GLEESON
Broker | Realtor® | 828.782.0472
PatrickGleeson4@Gmail.com

HighlandsCashiersCIRE.com | 210 North Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741

JESSICA HABERKERN
Broker | Realtor® | 254.718.7494

JessHaberkern@Gmail.com

CASHMERE

Scotland’s Best Knitwear
Open 7 days a week

526-4407
242 S. 4th St.




