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Public speaks out against data centers

Highlands Commissioner Amy Patterson urges county to adopt a moratorium

By Kiristin Fox

This month’s regular meet-
ing of the Macon County Board
of Commissioners opened with

Highlands Police Dept. News

Traffic stop
leads to
drug arrest

On Aug,. 6, at approximate-
ly 1:35 a.m., officers with the
Highlands Police Department
conducted a traffic stop after
observing a vehicle with an in-
operable tail light.

During the stop, officers
developed suspicion that the
driver was impaired. During the
investigation officers conducted
a search that resulted in the sei-
zure of approximately 15.67
grams of suspected cocaine and
2.23 grams of suspected meth-
amphetamine.

Silviano  Trejo Hernan-
dez, DOB 4/18/1999, of Blue
Island, Illinois, was artrested
and transported to the Macon
County Detention Center. Her-
nandez was given a $10,000
bond.

As with all criminal charg-
es, the defendant is presumed

* See POLICE page 13
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a public hearing concerning data
centers being located in Macon
County. Following the public
hearing, the board voted unani-

mously to adopt the changes as
recommended by the planning
board.

* See DATA page 14

-

Nature Center to fer:hi)_o

arlly

close for renovations, Aug. 16
Reopening early 2027

Marissa Nieddu
Marketing & Communications
The Highlands Nature Cen-
ter, a beloved community destina-
tion for environmental education
and discovery, will temporarily
close beginning Sunday, Aug, 16
as it undergoes a series of impor-
tant preservation and improve-
ment projects designed to protect
the historic building and enhance

Doorstep

| The Best of
¢ Highlands at Your

Fully Furnished &
Move-In Ready

its long-term sustainability.

For neatly a century, the
Highlands Nature Center has
connected residents and visitors
to the remarkable biodiversity
of the Southern Appalachians.
Founded in 1927 as the museum
of the Highlands Biological Sta-
tion, the Nature Center is housed
in the historic Clark Foreman

* See NATURE page 12
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Mission Hospital is back in
‘substantial compliance’ with
federal safety regulations

After its fourth Immediate Jeopardy, the Asheville
hospital was placed on an enhanced plan of correction

By Ted Clifford
Asheville Watchdog
Six months after being

threatened with the loss of
Medicare and Medicaid reim-
bursements, Mission Hospital
told employees that it is officially
back in compliance with federal
regulations.

In an email to staff Tuesday
reviewed by the Asheville Watch-
dog, Mission Hospital CEO
Greg Lowe announced that the
hospital was in “substantial com-
pliance” with the enhanced plan
of correction imposed by the
Centers for Medicare & Medic-
aid Services (CMS). The federal
agency imposed the enhanced
plan of correction following
Mission Hospital’s fourth Imme-
diate Jeopardy finding in January.

“This is an important mile-

stone for Mission,” Lowe wrote.
“It is the result of your work
over the past several months to
strengthen the care we provide
to our patients every day.”

In an email to the Watchdog
on Thursday, a CMS spokesper-
son confirmed that Mission was
in substantial compliance with
the conditions to participate in
the Medicare programs.

“CMS is continuing to en-
gage with the hospital and is
monitoring its ongoing imple-
mentation of the Enhanced
Plan of Correction,” said a
spokesperson for CMS in a
statement.

Immediate Jeopardy is one
of the most severe sanctions
that can be handed down by
CMS. It is issued when viola-

* See MISSION page 4

M<CULLEY’S

The largest selection of
Scottish cashmere in the U.S.A.
In Highlands ...on the hill
242 S. 4th St. - 828-526-4407
Open 7 days a week

www.mcculleys.com
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«MAYOR ON DUTYe

Without change there is stagnation

hear this refrain or a varia-
Ition of it all the time. It

goes like this, “Mayor,
Highlands is changing!” Ot
“Mayor, Highlands is chang-
ing too much.” Or “Mayor,
we don’t want Highlands to
become..” Or a more ex-
treme declaration of the mayor
should be tarred and feathered
for allowing change to take
place in our beloved Highlands.

My general response is that
those protesters of stability and stasis for
our community actually do want change,
only just the way they want it to change.
Honestly, all of us who have moved here
have been catalysts for change in High-
lands by our demands for this and that
service or amenity.

I was at the final concert of the
45th Season of the Highlands Cashiers
Chamber Music Festival this past Sunday.
The jammed-packed concert hall was the
venue for a wotld-class concert. The fes-
tival has a bright future for years to come

/a
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Patrick Taylor

because it has evolved from an
initial small season supported
by a handful of classical music
N aficionados to a full, jam-packed
I series featuring some of the best
chamber music performers in
the wotld. At the dinner celebra-
tion after the concert, Will Ran-
som, the festival director, de-
clared that the schedule for next
season will be better than ever.

Like so many other organi-
zations and events in our com-
munity, this event is the result of a dynam-
ic organizational structure. It is constantly
evolving, making changes and deliberative
improvements.

Dynamic change is described as a
continuous multi-dimensional adaptation
within complex systems. A community
where people want to and take pride in liv-
ing and embracing dynamic change. It is
contrasted with static, linear positions.

At the chamber music dinner, many
people were recognized and thanked for
their work and support for the season and
festival over the years. That organization
has had a core value of collective action,
which is many people working together
towatrd a common goal — the love of live,
dynamic performances. They have em-
braced a model of shared accountability to
create a dynamic organizational structure.
And, from their supporters and audience,
they have embraced a culture of continu-
ous feedback. At the dinner, I overheard
multiple discussions about how to im-
* See MAYOR page 10

. CORRECTION:

Bud Katz’s Here’s The Thing column
in the August 6th edition of the High-
lands Newspaper may have left readers
with the mistaken impression that the de-
veloper of High Camp on Flat Mountain
Road employed the term ‘glamping’ to
describe the usage of the property. The
term ‘glamping’ should be solely attribut-
able to Bud Katz, and no one else. Bud
apologizes for any misunderstanding on
the part of readers or the developers of
High Camp.

.
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L i Photo by Kim Lewicki

Do you have a heartfelt, funny, interesting, or beantiful photo you wonld like to share in our “Snap-
Shot” section? Email it to highlandseditor@aol.com or text it to 828-200-1371, with a brief description
and a name. No anonymous photos will be accepted.

- WEATHER-®

Thu, 6-Aug Fri, 7-Aug Sat, 8-Aug Sun, 9-Aug
72°F 73F T7°F 78°F
64°F 64°F 61°F 62°F

Humid; a p.m. t-storm  Humid; an aftemoon A shower and Ap.m. t-storm in
or two t-storm t-storm; humid spots
RealFeel® RealFeel® RealFeel® RealFeel®
High. 82° Low 68° High 82° Low" 68° High 86° Low 65° High 86° Low 65°

Highlands NC 4-Day Forecast By AccuWeather.com

For Real-time Weather and the Extended Forecast,
go to www.highlandsinfo.com and click on Weather

L R R T B O
HIGHLANDER
ROOFING SERVICES

New & Re-Roofing Applications Including:
Asphalt * Cedar » Metal » Synthetic Materials

Showroom: 1511 Highlands Rd ¢ Franklin ¢ O: 828-524-7773
info@highlandernc.com * www.highlandernc.com
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Not The Biggest... Just The Best!

A Hidden Estate in the Heart of Highlands

MLS# 1003815 | $4,500,000 | 5BR/5.5BA

PRIVATE ENCLAVE IN DOWNTOWN DESIGNED FOR FAMILY AND GUESTS
Hidden away just steps from Main Street, this magical The beautifully renovated main residence blends
estate offers a combination rarely found in Highlands: timeless elegance with modern luxury, featuring a
the atmosphere and privacy of a secluded mountain spacious great room with a soaring wood-burning
estate with the convenience of an in-town location. This  fireplace, elegant dining area, cozy den, private office,
extraordinary sanctuary is just a short, level walk to a chef’s kitchen, and a catering/scullery designed for
Harris Lake and the boutiques, galleries, and fine dining  effortless entertaining. The main home also has three
of Main Street. comfortable en-suite bedrooms, including a generous
primary owner’s suite that boasts a spa-inspired bath
AN EXTRAORDINARY OUTDOOR SETTING with a soaking tub and oversized shower and a private
Mature landscaping surrounds illuminated garden porch with a stone fireplace. A separate two-
paths, tranquil pools, and cascading water, creating a bedroom, two-bath guest apartment with a private
private, resort-like Setting‘ A screened porch with a deck give famlly and friend their own relaxing retreat.
fireplace and adjoining outdoor entertaining areas Meticulously renovated and impeccably maintained,
invite long evenings with family and friends in the cool every detail reflects superior craftsmanship, timeless
Highlands air. design, and uncompromising quality.

PAT ALLEN NICOLE RUSSELL

828.200.9179 | pat@patallenrealtygroup.com 828.200.4660 | nicole@patallenrealtygroup.com

www.patallenrealtygroup.com | 828.526.8784 | 295 DILLARD RD, HIGHLANDS &

Voted America’s Best by RealTrends Since 2021
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20% off 20% off EIgchE
IV Therapy Hydrodermabrasion Treatment

Mid-Summer Reset:
Glow Outside. Recharge Inside.

= Target skin concerns with
Focus Lens Array Laser

« Replenish your body with
customized IV therapy.

= Refresh your skin with
Hydrodermabrasion

28-482-4430
828-349-1280

540 Chestnut Street, Highlands, NC 28741
5Bedrooms - 3.5 Baths - $3,895,000

Enjoy the charm of mountain living paired with a vibrant cultural lifestyle, with
world-class performances, fine dining, boutique shopping, and all that Highlands hos
to offer just a short stroll from your front door. Set on beautifully landscoped
grounds, this elegant home offers exceptional privacy, surrounded by moture
evergreens that create the feeling of o secluded estate in the heart of town. A
welcoming sense of arrival begins with the lush front gardens and continues to the
encharting rear courtyard, where a waterfall and fountain provide a tranquil
backdrop for outdoor living. The inviting screened porch, complete with a
wood-buming fireplace, serves os an odditional living. space overlooking the
picturesque gordens Thoughtfully maintained and move-in ready, the home also
features a two-cor carport with floored aottic storage, additional guest parking, a
generator, central vacuum system, gos starters in all four fireplaces, custom closet
shelving, and a fully encopsulated crawlspace. Combining privacy, luxury, and
convenience, this exceptional Highlands property offers the opportunity to enjoy the
very best of mountain living in one of the area’s most desirable in-townlocations.

PAM NELLIS
| o MTRAGSON | CLIRSTIR'S
; ] M 8287871895 O: 828. 482.5022 BLACKSTREAM INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE

Pam@HighlandsCashiersCire.com

Allinfomotion provided is deemed reliable bit isnot guaranteed and should
be independently verified.
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tions of federal standards of care en-
danger patient safety and it warns that a
hospital is in danger of losing Medicare
and Medicaid funding,

After January’s Immediate Jeopardy
finding, which, among other issues, cited
the deaths of two patients and a potential
measles exposure, CMS took the unusual
step of saying the hospital remained in
“noncompliance” and imposing an en-
hanced plan of correction.

This came after surveyors on behalf
of CMS found what one letter from the
agency described as “systemic deficient
practices” at the hospital.

Since being acquired by Nashville-
based HCA Healthcare in 2019, the for-
mer well-regarded nonprofit was placed
in Immediate Jeopardy on four occa-
sions. Investigators for CMS connected
nine patient deaths to lapses in federal
standards of care.

Even after the most recent Imme-
diate Jeopardy was lifted in February,
CMS found that Mission was still in non-
compliance with standards concerning
patient rights, nursing services and in-
fection prevention and control and anti-
biotic stewardship.

CMS gave Mission until July 26 to
demonstrate that it was in substantial
compliance with these standards or they
risked the termination of its agreement
with Medicare and Medicaid.

The most recent inspection was
conducted from July 6-9. While it found
that the hospital was in substantial com-
pliance, a letter from CMS to Lowe did
note that inspectors identified several
“standard-level deficiencies.” These in-
cluded failing to report dog bites to ani-

mal control, not completing a patient’s
“interdisciplinary care plan” within 24
hours of the patient arriving and not
alerting a physician that a patient had
not received a dose of medication when
it was out of stock in the automated dis-
penser.

The report also identified two in-
cidents where employees did not fol-
low the correct procedures for sanitiz-
ing equipment, as well as deficiencies in
food safety, which included failing to la-
bel when a package of noodles has been
opened, keeping bread dough past its
“use-by” date and not fully drying pans
before storing them.

However, CMS did not find that any
of these deficiencies stood in the way
of Mission achieving substantial com-
pliance with the standards required to
participate in the Medicare and Medicaid
programs.

In previous communication with
CMS, Lowe indicated that Mission had
made changes to hospital leadership and
enhanced staff training in areas where
the agency had identified deficiencies.
In his email, Lowe described additional
steps taken by the hospital including
“daily operational reviews,” increased
engagement by leadership in hospital
rounds and “more responsive feedback
mechanisms” such as Mission’s 24/7 pa-
tient care line.

As part of the requirement for the
enhanced plan of correction, Mission
Hospital hired Bryant Healthcare Con-
sultants. While not required by CMS,
Bryant will continue to assist Mission,
Lowe wrote in his email.

* See MISSION page 5

HAND CLEANING * RESTORATION ¢« APPRAISALS

= ‘q.

g
a-6p * Sun: noon-5p

(828) 526-5759

Main Street * Oak Square
Highlands, NC 28741
www.shirazruggalleries.com

Open for the last 41 years, Shiraz has been offering wholesale prices to the
public on its entire inventory of genuinely hand-woven oriental rugs.
Thousands of antique and contemporary pieces from around the world.

30% off Cleaning & Repairs

LA T -
e Purchase Antique Rugs

TAMPA « NAPLES * SARASOTA
ORLANDO
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While Lowe said that his staff
should “take pride in reaching this mile-
stone” he added that “our work is not
finished. Our responsibility is to sustain
this progress and continue raising the
standard for the care we deliver.”

Mission Hospital’s Fourth
Immediate Jeopardy

Among the incidents cited in the
most recent Immediate Jeopardy was
the death of 88-year-old Lucero Sierra
who was recovering from hip surgery at
Mission Hospital after going 13 hours
without receiving a needed blood trans-
fusion. An investigation by the Watch-
dog found that hospital leadership had
been warned months ahead of her
death about a loss of experienced staff
in the unit where she ultimately died.

In another case, a patient’s heart
stopped for 15 minutes leading to brain
damage after staff didn’t respond to an
urgent request for heart monitoring,
That patient died two weeks later in a
hospice facility.

Other incidents included when

short-staffed night-shift nurses falsely
documented that a 14-year-old patient
had taken psychiatric medications that
she never received.

Investigators also cited two occa-
sions when they said the hospital failed
to take adequate steps to prevent the
spread of highly contagious diseases. In
one, twins with measles weren’t placed in
isolation for more than two hours, po-
tentially exposing scotres of patients. In
another, a 55-year-old man diagnosed
with influenza was allowed to remain in
the emergency department for almost
five hours with no precautions.

The Immediate Jeopardy report
also described a serious attack on a staff
member. A nurse in the behavioral health
unit was nearly choked into unconscious-
ness by a patient while security staff were
occupied elsewhete in the building.

* Asheville Watchdog is a nonprofit news
team producing stories that matter to Weatern
North Carolina. Ted Clifford is The Watchdogs
investigative reporter focusing on bealthcare. He

can be reached at telifford@avlwatehdog.org.
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X A prelude to the

Highlands Cashiers Film Festival ...

A viewing of ‘Never not Yours’

The 2025 Best Feature Film Award winner
will be shown for FREE at the Village Green in
Cashiers on Sun., Aug. 16 at 2pm. The film direc-
tors will be on hand to discuss the film and its
genesis.

“Never Not Yours” is a drama short film di-
rected by Steve Kniss and John Klein that follows
three adult siblings who travel to their family’s re-
mote cabin for a weekend visit.

The weekend takes a chaotic turn when their
parents, Jonathan and Maddie, unexpectedly an-
nounce their divorce.

The film earned significant accolades at oth-
er major stops on its film festival circuit and is
considered a festival favorite.

SUN., AUGUST 16
2pm at
The Village Green of Cashiers
Come early. Seating is limited.

WiGa,
Fua™

FiLM
rest
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Read Highlands Newspaper, Highlands’ only locally owned newspaper, free from every-
where — on the street or on the web. Digital version at www.highlandsnewspaper.com
- Click on Local News. Delivered and uploaded every Thurs. AMSapphire, Lake Glenville,
Cashiers, Highlands, Scaly Mountain, Otto and Franklin

66 Summit Trail, Highlands
$2,195,000 » MLS# 1002246

4 bed

4 baths
2-car
garage
and
views!

Andrea Gabbard
C: 828.200.6742
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

Recognized as one of the top
100 Agents in NC
*RealTrends’

Highlands
Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY
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A luxury boutique brand, local
market knowledge and i
impeccable service.

Kinzey Parker Holm
N 4 BROKER® [Blial=
W 404-858-1363 o

RealEstateBroker.Kinzey@gmail.com

HIGHLANDS
EXPERTISE

ELEVATED
EXPERIENCE

= Highlands resident
for 18 years

= Representingbuyers and
sellers across the Plateau

s Seamless service from
Atlanta tothe mountains

= Backedby 79+years of
Dorsey Alston trust

LET’'S TALK
Brian Seifried, REALTOR®

770.309.1143

[DORSEY ALSTON

REALTORS®

404.352.2010

o INVESTING AT 4. 118 FT1°

The art of Real Estate matchmaking

elling real estate is,
Sin many ways, the art

of matchmaking, It
requires reading person-
alities, listening with inten-
tion, knowing the available
inventory and, occasion-
ally, aiming Cupid’s arrow
in a direction no one ex-
pected. )

If real estate is match- [
making, Zillow might be
its version of Tinder. The

good enough to prevent an
immediate swipe, while the
property description should reveal just
enough to entice a buyer into asking for
that all-important first date — a showing,

Some homebuyers find “the one”
and remain happily matched with their
property for decades. Others fall out
of love after a brief tryst and soon find
themselves searching for their next real
estate romance. Either way, that’s the
beauty of the business.

After selling homes in this area for
27 years, I have had the pleasure of
matching many families with beautiful
properties. Some of those relationships
have lasted all these years, while others
have traded homes around like a well-
worn deck of cards. Either way, I am
grateful to have been part of their jour-
neys. One thing is certain: there is never
a dull moment in real estate.

And sometimes, despite all our
matchmaking skills, fate takes over.

Years ago, I worked with a couple
who had been searching for a home for
neatly two years. I knew exactly what
they said they wanted because we had
looked at plenty of houses together. One
afternoon, while taking the scenic route
back to town, I asked if they would mind
making a quick stop. I needed to check
on a house for one of my sellers.

They agreed — and promptly fell in
love with it.

I thought they were kidding.

The house had almost none of the
attributes they had spent two years tell-
ing me they wanted. Yet somehow, it was

Cathy Garren :
photographs need to be  Cupygarren@bightandssothebys.com. mMatchmaking story began

828-226-5870

exactly the right house.
They bought it, and to this
day, they remind me each
year on the anniversary of
their purchase and thank
me for showing them the
home I never intended to
show them.

1 like to say I sold that
| house by mistake. Perhaps
¥ Cupid simply had better
| aim that day.

My own real estate

39 years ago. At the time, I
was the rental manager for
a real estate company. One day, I rented
a house to a young man. Apparently, I
matched him with more than a rental —I
eventually married him.

So, I suppose I have firsthand expe-
rience with both kinds of matchmaking,

For buyers, there is a lesson in all
of this. Be clear with your real estate
agent about what you want. Share your
priorities, your must-haves and even
your deal-breakers. But also leave a little
room for the unexpected. An experi-
enced agent listens not only to what you
say you want but also watches how you
respond to the homes you see. Some-
times the perfect match looks very dif-
ferent from the picture you originally
had in mind.

For sellers, the matchmaking begins
before a prospective buyer ever walks
through the front door. Great photog-
raphy creates the first attraction, while
a well-written description provides just
enough intrigue to make someone want
to know more. The goal is simple: turn
that online glance into a first date.

Because whether we are matching
people or properties, sometimes the
best relationships are the ones we never
saw coming,

* Cathy Garren is the Broker-in-Charge
of Highlands Sotheby’s International Realty’s
Downtown office. She is a pround native of
Western Nortlh Carolina. She bas lived and
s0ld real estate in Highlands for 27 years. She
may be reached at §28-226-5870 or Cathy.
garren@bhighlandssothebys.com.
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Proudly introducing

Howard Hanna Allen Tate Highlands-Downtown

The professionalism you expect, the collaboration you value,
the respect you deserve.

NOW OPEN
411 N 4th Street

Mill Creek Shopping Center
828-547-0757

CASHIERS | HIGHLANDS-DOWNTOWN | MURPHY | SAPPHIRE | WILDCAT CLIFFS

LUXURY
Contact Howard Hanna Allen Tate today. m) INTERNATIONAL | e | HOWARDHANNACOM
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HIGHLANDS

Tuck into Tasty Mexican Favorites
& the Best h‘a in Hi

URRITO

Host your next party at Highlands Burrito

IGHLANDS DINING ®

for birthdays, game days & more!

@ DINE IN OR TAKE IT TO GO
226 South 4th Street, Highlands, NC

Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p ¢ Sun. 11a to 7p
Closed Tuesdays

828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern

at Hzghlunder Mountain House
Open for
LUNCH
Wednesday-Saturday
11:30-3p
Open for
DINNER
Wednesday-Saturday
5:30-9p
Open for

W|th Blue Grass music
10a-3p

290 Main Street * Highlands * 828-526-2590
highlandermountainhouse.com

828-526-4035

| WILD THYME Gou RMET

R ES T AUR-ATIMNT

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round

Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. ¢ Highlands

Open 7 Days

Lunch: 11a-3:30p
Dinner:
5:30p - closed

AHIGHLANDER MOUNTAIN HOUSE HOTEL

Now serving wine,
beer & coffee!
Open to the public!

e
offee Bar 8a to 4p

Wine/Beer Bar:
Thurs-S.

| 790 Nexth th Serees, Highlands | info@outpostinahighlands.com | 828-482-7716

'////

STEAK* BURGER*CHICKEN*PORK
HOT DOGS* RIBS*SAUSAGE
TAKE AND BAKE SIDES AND DINNERS
FRESH SIDES, SANDWICHES & SALADS
BAKED GOODS*WINE*CHEESE
GOURMET FOOD & MORE!!

et?

‘I[rﬁs—@m 9:30-5:30 BAT 9:30-5
493 PILLARD RD  828-526-2762

The Secret Garden
- Sandwich shop and

m Mon.-Fri.. | [:30a to 4p

Sat., noon-4

gourmet food market
Open Year-Round

Call (828) 305-7509 to plage a pick-up order.

Catering and Custom Charcuterle

EST. #_J‘__ -"——-::'_1 1990

LAKESIDE

RESTAURANT

Open Tuesday - *?.aturda}'
Dinner Starts @ 5:30 PM
Serving Easter Brunch 11 AM -2 PM

Outdoar Dining / Dine-In Art Gallery / lakesiderestanrant.info

531 Smallwood Ave. | 828-526-9419 |  Highlands

P > .
HIGHLANDS
| ”Er%er?y gt‘)ngeog” i

Elavated Comfort Food | Internotional Menu | Fomily Owned

A= .
AVAILABLE FOR PRlVATE PARTIES AND CATERING
Open Tuesday-Saturday

BREAKFAST 7 AM-10 AM | LUNCH 11 AM-3 PM
Open Thursday-Saturday DINNER 5PM-8 PM

828.482.1513 | 462 Dillard Rd, Highlands, NC 28741
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As political theatre aims to dismantle science ... beware, the bells toll for us all

Dear Editor,

I would strongly advise those readers lauding the
recent attacks upon Anthony Fauci, MD, the retired
85-year-old former national director of infectious dis-
eases, to seriously rethink just what this unfortunate
spectacle signifies.

Dr. Fauci is one of the most respected public health
experts in the wortld. Whether it was SARS, HIV/Aids
, HIN1 “ swine flu;” MERS, Zika, or COVID-19, the
worldwide medical community relied upon Dr. Fauci
and his team for advice and treatment protocols. The
more information that could be accrued and shated,
the better the treatments became over time. This is the

...on the Verandah

Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah
43 Years of Fine Dining

NOW

OPEN

7
Nights a week

5:30-9p
828-526-2338
US 64w * Highlands

www.ontheverandah.com

ﬂfﬂ[ﬁiﬁt_’n Srmw [

* & Souvenir

415 4th Street » 828-500-1827
(next to the Blue Bike Cafe)

Open Mon-Thurs. 8:30a to 5p & Fri-Sat 8:30a to 8p

way scientific medicine operates when dealing with new,
emerging infectious disease disasters. Medicine is always
evolving and improving as experience and knowledge in-
crease.

Now, for various political and personal reasons, some
politicians and their followers have declared open season
on this respected infectious disease leader, and indirectly
on the entire scientific medical community. The seeds
of distrust and dissension have been sown. Our coun-
try’s public health institutions atre rapidly being gutted for
purely political reasons. An alternative universe has been
created in which proven science is ignored. Unproven
and harmful treatments and theories are spontaneously
touted by politicians and influencers instead of relying
upon proven scientific information. The public reacts to
this confusing turmoil by refusing vaccinations, masking,
isolation, and other basic public health measures.

The next infectious disease pandemic is coming; we
just don’t know when. At present, we ate totally unpre-
pated to meet the challenge.

In recent weeks, our drastically reduced public health
response teams have been unable to control a gastrointes-
tinal epidemic. Cases of measles (a potentially fatal, easily
communicable disease) are at a 35-year high and rising
What will happen when the next pandemic occurs? Will
the public be willing to follow any health directives, no

matter how basic? Will we have adequate public health
organizations capable of responding? Will young physi-
cians be willing to risk their lives and careers by entering
the public health field?

During the Middle Ages, the scientific knowledge
developed by the Greeks, Romans, and Arabs was for-
gotten or ignored. When the Bubonic Plague atrived,
it is estimated that over one-third to one-half of the
European population died. Families and friends turned
against one another and the authorities in fear and igno-
rance. Basic public health measures such as the quaran-
tine of ships and travelers, isolation, and limited mask-
ing saved some lives, but were vigorously resisted as too
restrictive by the ignorant public.

Will our response to the next pandemic be any dif-
ferent than that occurring during the Middle Ages? Do
the rights of the individuals really trump those scientific
measures designed for the greater common good of all
citizens? The scientific medical community has observed
the vicious attacks upon Dr. Fauci (and others) with con-
cern and alarm. We should all be concerned. The signifi-
cance of this political theater far exceeds the persecution
of one dedicated physician. The damage may well be ir-
reparable. The bell tolls for us all.

Marc Grinberg, MD
Highlands, NC

Serving in Congress shouldn’t be a lifelong appointment

Dear Editor,

If we really believe in the spirit of the constitution
and the genius of our founding fathers, we would be more
willing to amend that constitution to address the glaring
deficiencies based on our current situation.

Did the founding fathers have any idea that repre-
sentatives and senators would make careers out of alleg-
edly representing the interest of the people they claim to
represent?

I'would argue they had some understanding, but they
did not realize how much of an impact money and power
would have on the overall framework of our Republic.

The definition of insanity is sometimes defined as re-
peating the same behavior but expecting different results.
I think our current system of allowing representatives and
senators to remain in their powerful positions for decades,
and expecting different results from those same people is
clearly insane. The average terms served in the House of

Representatives is 4.5 terms and the Senate is 1.8 terms,
but we all know the outliers and they are usually the
members that carry the most power.

Additionally, the average cost to run a campaign for
representative is $3 million and for senator is $20 million
with a high of $200 million.

If the people want to take back their government,
the constitution needs to be amended to limit the num-
ber of terms an individual can serve in the House or
Senate, or maybe both. The constitution also needs to be
amended to limit or eliminate campaign contributions
from corporations. Individual contributions also need to
be limited.

If we do not make these basic changes to our con-
stitution, we will continue down this path that most
Americans find disappointing,

Jerry Moore
Dillard, GA

.- HURRICANES continued from page 15

as the anchor leg of the 200 Medley Relay; Justin Powell
scored 2 pts and medaled in the 200 butterfly (arguably
the most difficult event in competitive swimming). Also
swimming well for Team MSL was Highlands Hurricane’s
swimmer Jan Batista.

The Highlands Hurricanes Swim Team is a Highlands

Recreation Park Team that practices mostly in the eve-
nings at the Highlands Recreation Park Pool. The only
requirement to join is that a prospective swimmer must
be able to swim 25 yards (the length of the Recreation
patk pool) unassisted. For further information, please
call Steve Hott, Head Coach ,at 828.421.4121.
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Divine Landscapes
Highlands Newest Art Gallery

Bringing the beauty of the Plateau into your home

InVillage Square next to The Secret Garden
456 Oak Street, Highlands, NC
www.mydivinelandscapes.com

754-422-7327

Read Highlands Newspaper, Highlands’ only locally owned

newspaper, free from everywhere — on the street or on
the web.
Digital version at www.highlandsnewspaper.com
Click on Local News.
Delivered and uploaded every Thurs. AM
Sapphire, Lake Glenville, Cashiers, Highlands, Scaly
Mountain, Otto and Franklin

Classical Paintings
Rembrandt Etchings
Militaria

Modern Weapons

(15th to 20th century)

MARIA'S HOUSE MUSEUM

141 Main Street | Highlands

mariashousemuseum.com

Fr

Free Admission

day, Saturday 10-4 | Sunday 14
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William Kenneth Godsey

William Kenneth Godsey,
52, of Highlands, North Caro-
lina and Atlanta, Georgia, passed
away on July 31, 2026. He will be
remembered for his adventurous
spirit, intellectual curiosity, quick
wit, and the deep love he shared
with his family and friends.

Born in Columbia and raised
in Greenville, South Carolina,
Kenneth graduated from FEast-
side High School before attend-
ing Clemson University, where
he earned his bachelor’s degree
in Chemical Engineering in 1995
and master’s degree in Environ-
mental Engineering in 1997. He
later earned his MBA from the
Kenan-Flagler Business School
at the University of North Caro-
lina at Chapel Hill in 2003.

Kenneth built an accom-
plished cateer spanning more
than 23 years with AT&T, where
he was respected for his dedica-
tion, intellect, and commitment
to excellence.

At the heart of Kenneth’s
life was the love he shared with
his husband, Brian, with whom
he spent neatly two decades.
Their love and adoration for
one another were steadfast and
true, carrying them through a
life filled with laughter, adven-
ture, and countless memories.
From journeys around the world
to the rhythms of everyday life,
theirs was a partnership built on
deep devotion and shared expe-

rience. Never far from Kenneth’s
side was Rosy, his beloved four-
legged sidekick, with whom he
shared a bond all their own.

One of Kenneths great-
est passions was exploring the
wotld. An avid traveler, he em-
braced every opportunity for ad-
venture. From hiking the ancient
trails of Machu Picchu to expe-
riencing Iceland, the Faroe Is-
lands, Norway, Finland, Canada,
Australia, and Istanbul, Tutkey,
every journey became another
cherished chapter in a life lived
with cutiosity and wonder.

Kenneth also believed in
living life with purpose and dis-
cipline. CrossFit became one
of his greatest passions, and he
rarely missed a workout. A dedi-
cated runner, he completed mul-
tiple marathons, including races
in Europe. He approached every
challenge with determination,
consistency, and enthusiasm.

Kenneth  treasured

the

..MAYOR continued from 2

prove the upcoming season. In
summaty, the folks involved with
the festival do not want to keep
it the same; they constantly strive
to make it better, and if you will,
mote beautiful and uplifting than
before. They are also mindful
that they also must preserve and
honot the chamber music art
form.

That dynamic mode can
also relate to the Highlands
community at large. I contend

that we want a dynamic com-
munity that adapts to change
and new situations. This is not a
new concept; the Highlands Im-
provement Association was ctre-
ated well over a century ago and
morphed into new community
organizations over the years that
strove to make Highlands a bet-
ter community.

The alternative, no change
in a community, is the moniker
of many dying towns that blot

people he loved. He was a de-
voted husband, son, brother,
uncle, and friend whose kind-
ness, loyalty, adventurous spirit,
and quiet generosity enriched
the lives of those fortunate
enough to know him. He cul-
tivated friendships from grade
school through adulthood and
leaves behind countless lifelong
friends, many of whom consid-
ered him their very best friend.

Kenneth was preceded
in death by his father, William
Gilder Godsey, Jr., and his
grandparents. He is survived
by his husband, Brian Scott
Young; his mother, Carolyn
Timms Godsey; his sister, Kar-
en Quinn (Jeff); his brother-
in-law, Cliff Young (Pamela);
his nieces, Elleigh and Kasey;
his nephew, Kiefer Young; and
countless friends whose lives
were forever changed by his
friendship and love.

Kenneth’s legacy is one of
curiosity, perseverance, gener-
osity, and love. Although his
time here was far too short, the
memoties he created and the
lives he touched will continue
to inspire those who knew and
loved him.

A celebration of Kenneth’s
life will be held at a later date,
with details to be announced.
Memorials may be made to the
American Heart Association.

the maps throughout the coun-
try. They are communities with
dwindling populations, stag-
nant economies, and dwelling
or nonexistent organizations.
With all the talk about
change in Highlands, the alter-
native does not seem practi-
cal to me. The challenge as we
move into the future is always
to balance progress with pres-
ervation; this is the theme that
runs through the Highlands

Comprehensive Plan.



e UPCOMING EVENT®

2026 Town of Highlands Scholarship Golf
Tournament Registration is filling up!

Registration is now officially open
for the 2026 Scholarship Golf Clas-
sic, brought to you by the Bryson Fam-
ily of Highlands. The event is scheduled
for Monday, September 21st at Cullasaja
Club, marking the 51st Anniversary of the
Town’s Scholarship Fund. Since 1975, the
town has been awarding scholarships to
graduates of the Highlands School, who
are pursuing a post-secondary education.
Students attending universities and trade
schools are eligible provided theyre a
graduate of Highlands School. All stu-
dents receive some level of support for
the duration of their education provided
they reapply each year.

The day will begin with a light break-
fast, followed by at 10:30AM shotgun
start. Following golf, you’ll sit down to a
full buffet dinner in the beautiful Cullasaja
Club clubhouse. The event will be capped
off at 28 teams, so be sure to reserve your
spot. The cost for the event is $1000 per
team ($250/player). Hole sponsorships
are available, as well as a variety of spon-
sorship levels. Mike and Jim Bryson are

continuing to support this event, ensuring
it continues to be a revered community
event, one that everyone looks forward to
year after year. For the foreseeable future,
the Bryson Family will be a partner for the
event and cover all the expenses associated
with the golf tournament.

Event Chair, Brian Stiehler, said, “ It
is an honor to have the support and part-
nership of the Bryson Family because it
enables us to generate substantially more
for the Town of Highlands Scholarship
Fund. This is such a unique program, and
we know the community has been, and will
continue to be, behind this 100%.” High-
lands Mayor, Pat Taylor, said, “the Town
is so fortunate to have Bryson Family’s
support for this important annual event.”
This year is particulatly special because we
are celebrating the 50th anniversary of the
Scholarship Fund.”

If you have any questions about this
year’s event, reach out to Brian Stichler
(787-2778) or to register, contact Gibby
Shaheen at Town Hall by calling 526-2118.

FOR SALE!

Cozy Country Cottage in Highlands

556 Shortoff Road,
Highlands, NC 28741

3BD | 1BA | STR | +/- 0.41 ACRES
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CHESTNUT HILL

= OF HIGHLANDS —

LIVING

AT ITS BEST

Affordable. Carefree. Convenient.

\

CONDOS AVAILABLE FROM $350K

Chestnut Hill offers private residences and hospitality inspired
services located just minutes to Main Street. Designed for
those who value comfort, connection, and more time for the
things that matter most. Newly upgraded 1 and 2 bedroom
condos at a price you didn't think was possible. Less
maintenance. Less responsibility. More time for mountain
living, your passions, your people, and the life you love.

More Time For What Matters

+ Lock and Leave Convenience
+ Mo Lawn Maintenance

v Mo Gutter Cleaning

828.526.1717 MeadowsMountainRealty.com

BERKSHIRE | MEADOWS MOUNTAIN
HATHAWAY | REALTY @
HOMESERVICES —
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"Hold Onto Me" Brings Sundance-
Winning Drama to HCFF

Sept 16-19, 2026

A film that earned a double standing ovation at its sold-out Sundance
premiere comes to the Highlands—Cashiers Film Festival (HCFF) this Sep-
tember at the Highlands Performing Arts Center.

Directed by Cypriot filmmaker Myrsini Aristidou, Hold Onto Me (Kpdta Me)
follows eleven-year-old Iris as she tracks down her estranged father, Aris, at a
dilapidated shipyard following her grandfather's funeral. What begins as a
stubborn attempt to reconnect slowly develops into a complex, powerful bond
between two people who know of each other but don't truly know one
another. The film won the Audience Award in the World Cinema Dramatic
Competition at the 2026 Sundance Film Festival.

Hold Onto Me is the final installment in a trilogy Aristidou began with her
short films Semele and Aria, both exploring the evolving bond between fathers
and daughters. "This film reaches further inward," Aristidou has said of the
project, "tracing the quiet, often unspoken longing that forms in the absence of
a father." Reflecting on her own personal experience, Aristidou set the story in
Cyprus, capturing what she calls the island's worn-out backdrops and slow
movement of time, textures she says mirror Iris herself: "small and overlooked...
left to endure, until this distant promise of care draws near."

Avristidou's work has screened at Venice, Berlin, Sundance, Toronto, and
Tribeca. Hold Onto Me marks her feature debut.

Hold Onto Me is one of eight competition films at this year's HCFF, a
four-day festival bringing world-class documentaries and narratives to
downtown Highlands. Weekend passes are now available at:
www.highlandscashiersfilmfestival.com/passes

..NATURE continued from page 1

Museum building, a Works Progress Ad-
ministration (WPA) structure constructed
between 1939 and 1941 using native gran-
ite and salvaged wormy chestnut.

The renovation project, scheduled to
begin in mid-August and continue through
late fall, will focus on three primary areas:

* Replacing aging chestnut support
columns along the exterior walls with
structural metal beams while preserving
the building’s historic appeatance by in-
corporating the original chestnut columns
into the finished interior design.

* Installing new energy-efficient
windows throughout the building. The
windows will feature bird-friendly etched
glass designed to reduce bird collisions, a
leading cause of bird mortality in North
America.

* Protecting the building from water
intrusion through foundation sealing and
site improvements, including grading ad-
justments around the building and rear
parking area to improve drainage.

The Nature Center will remain open
through Sat., Aug. 15, operating on its reg-
ular summer schedule of Monday through
Saturday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Visitors
are encouraged to stop by and enjoy the
exhibits before construction begins.

While the building will be closed
during renovations, the Nature Center
grounds will remain open to the public.

Wine Tasting every
Thursday, 2-5p -

03 Highlands Plaza,.wilﬁws, NC - (828) 526-3775

Educational programming will continue
through outreach initiatives, outdoor pro-
grams, and events held at the Sto Pavilion
and across the Highlands Biological Sta-
tion campus. Additional details about fall
programming will be announced in the
coming weeks.

Visitors should also note that the rear
parking lot will close before construction
begins to accommodate project prepara-
tions.

These improvements represent an
investment in preserving a beloved High-
lands landmark while ensuring the Nature
Center can continue serving residents and
visitors for generations to come.

The Highlands Nature Center is part
of the Highlands Biological Station, a
multi-campus center of Western Caro-
lina University. The Nature Center, edu-
cational programs, and public outreach
initiatives are operated and funded by the
Highlands Biological Foundation, whose
mission is to support research, education,
and conservation in the Southern Appa-
lachian region.

The Nature Center is expected to re-
open in early 2027 following completion
of the renovation project.

For updates and information about
upcoming programs, visit the Highlands
Biological Station website or follow their
social media channels.

"Open daily
7:30a to 7:30p
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innocent until proven guilty in a court
of law.

“I want to personally thank the of-
ficers involved for a job well done,” said
HPD Chief Andrea Holland. “Their
professionalism, attention to detail, and
commitment to keeping our community

Highlands PD
increases traffic
enforcement

Slow down. Follow the rules.
Help us keep Highlands safe.

The Highlands Police Department
has received a number of complaints
about speeding and other traffic issues
throughout town. In response, officers
will be increasing traffic enforcement in
the coming weeks.

Speeding is a major concern, but
officers will also be looking for stop sign

violations, failure to yield, improper turns,
distracted driving, and other traffic viola-
tions.

The purpose of this effort is to help
keep our roads safe for everyone. Our
officers will be focusing on areas where
complaints and safety concerns have been
reported.

We also ask everyone to do their part.
Drivers should slow down, obey stop signs
and posted speed limits, and watch for pe-
destrians and cyclists. Pedestrians are re-
minded to use crosswalks when crossing
the street and to make sure traffic is aware
of them before entering the roadway.

Highlands is a busy community, es-
pecially during the summer months. With
more vehicles, pedestrians, and bicycles on
our streets, paying attention and following
the rules is important.

We appreciate the community bring-
ing these concerns to our attention and
ask everyone to be patient, pay attention,
and look out for one another.

First Baptist Church-Highlands

220 Main Street
RSVP if coming or would like to purchase a book for $20:

Jannie Bean ¢ 612-859-2984 « 828-526-5858

The Debt is
Paid - Freedom
Through

Forgiveness
Cherry Witham

Tuesday, August 18th
9:30am - 3:00pm

9:30am-12:00pm Teaching

12:00pm - 1:00pm
lunch break

1:00pm-3:00pm
Dialogue/Discussion
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HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS

CENTER

FOR LIFE ENRICHMENT
Community through Curiosity

UPCOMING PROGRAMS
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Save One Life: Resistance During the

Holocaust
Thursday, August 13, 2-4 PM, Cost: $35 Members/$50
Nonmembers, Sponsored by the Fred A. Moss Charitable Fund

Say it Ain’t So: Scandal in American Sport

Friday, August 14,10 AM - 12 PM, Cost: $35 Members/$50
Nonmembers, Sponsored by the Fred A. Moss Charitable Fund

William Franklin: Divided Loyalty

Wednesday, August 19, 10 AM - 12 PM, Cost: $35 Members/$50
Nonmembers, Sponsored by the Cullasaja Women'’s Outreach
Grant

Will We Ever Trust the News Again?

Monday, August 24,10 AM - 12 PM, $35 Members/$50
Nonmembers, Sponsored by Dan and Abbey Evans

Why 1776 Matters

Tuesday, August 25,10 AM - 12 PM, $35 Members/$50
Nonmembers, Sponsored by the Fred A. Moss Charitable Fund

Combined Double Lecture: The Twin Land
Scandals of Early Georgia and the Lost

Stone Mountain Memorial

Wednesday, August 26, 2-4 PM, $35 Members/$50
Nonmembers, Sponsored by Marty and Dan Boone

For more information or to register, please visit
www.clehighlands.com or call (828) 526-8811
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..DATA continued from page 1

During the public hearing, 12 citizens
expressed their opposition to data centers
being located in the county. Scaly Moun-
tain and Highlands were well represented
at the public hearing including Highlands
Town Commissioner Amy Patterson who
is a non-voting member of the MC Plan-
ning Board.

“The moratorium state law says you
can make a moratorium for a specified
period of time or until you have tightened
your rules,” said Amy Patterson. “The one

WHOLE LIFE
MARKET

Natural Products Store
Hours: 9am-5pm
Mon-Sat
828-526-5999
Wholelifehighlands@icloud.com
LOCATED AT 680 N UTH ST, HIGHLANDS

MECIAR

Organic smoothie/juice
bar located
inside Whole

Life Market

thing that has not been mentioned about
the specific ordinance that is on the floor
tonight is making the data center an addi-
tional use or special use permit as opposed
to a ‘use by right” The way it is right now
if you have a data center come in, we have
an ordinance that covers the enforcement
of it, but we don’t actually have any way
of negotiating what you can or cannot do,
what is acceptable or what is not accept-
able. If you make it a special use or condi-
tional use then you are able to specify what

HIGHLANDS ' HOSTESS

Y 4.
b N 5
<>
HAPPIEST IN

Fhtnds

YOUR LOCAL INSIDER
LOCAL CELEBR;\T[ON PLANNING -
CURATED WEEKENDS - CONCIERGE

SERVICES - INSIDER VIP EXPERIENCES

HAPPIESTINHIGHLANDS.COM
828.200.2659

RYAN HENDERSON
828-482-7062

Custom * Decks * Bathroom
Remodel * Paint
Tiling * Carpentry
BeSpoke Shutters
Interior & Exterior Needs

COREY JAMES GALLERY

& Estate Consignments

Bronze sculpture * Paintings
Vintage & Antique Collectables &
Furniture - Costume jewelry

On the corner of 3rd & Spring
(828) 526-4818

we want or don’t want, you can specify by
use what works best in a particular situa-
tion.”

Patterson said there are a lot of prob-
lems with the current ordinance because
it is very vague, nonspecific and basically
unenforceable.

“I have a lot of experience, and we
have learned a lot of lessons from our
mistakes if we don’t do ordinances cor-
rectly,” she said.

Most citizens stated the ordinance
was not strict enough and requested the
county adopt a moratorium against data
centers; the board only voted to adopt the
changes to the existing ordinance at this
time.

However, the commissioners also
discussed the possibility of considering a
moratorium being adopted on top of the
revised ordinance at an upcoming meet-
ing,

The public hearing was held to con-
sider an amendment of Chapter 157 of
the Macon County Code of Ordinances
to include updated definitions of server-
based facilities as recommended by the
Macon County Planning Board. At the
August 6, 2026 meeting, the planning
board voted to recommend the amend-
ments to the ordinance.

Planning Board Chairman David
Culpepper explained the planning board
made the decision to recommend chang-
ing the ordinance to address the vulnera-
bilities identified in the curtent ordinance.
Although at this time, no data centers
have tried to locate in Macon County, he
said time was of essence to address the
concerns in the ordinance.

This otrdinance is known as the
Amended and Restated Ordinance Regu-
lating High-Impact Land Uses in Macon
County. The provisions of this ordinance
shall apply to all unincorporated areas of
Macon County lying outside of the corpo-
rate limits and the extraterritorial jurisdic-
tion of any municipality.

The set purpose of this ordinance is
to promote the health, safety and general
welfare of the citizens of Macon County
by diminishing the impacts of certain land
uses which, by their nature, produce noise,
odors, vibrations, fumes, light, smoke, dust
and other impacts which interfere with the
quiet enjoyment of adjacent lands and dis-
turb the peace and dignity of the county.

The provisions of the ordinance
were changed to add data centers to the
definition of high-impact uses of any
land now defined as “cryptocurtency
mining, data centers and server-based
facilities.”

The definition states: “Cryptocur-
rency mining, data centers and server-
based facilities. The use of land, buildings,
or structures for cryptocurrency mining,
data processing, cloud computing, data
storage, server hosting, colocation ser-
vices, artificial intelligence computing or
similar server-based operations utilizing
specialized computer equipment. Such
uses include facilities that may operate
continuously, involve significant electrical
demand, water usage, cooling infrastruc-
ture, backup power generation or the
generation of sustained ambient noise
from servers, cooling equipment and re-
lated systems.”

Under locational, screening and mit-
igation requirements data centers were
added to specifications as follows:

Hours of operation — High-impact
uses shall conduct operations only be-
tween the hours of six o’clock a.m. and
ten o’clock p.m. “except those operations
that fall under the definition of “crypto-
currency mining, data centers and serv-
er-based facilities” which shall be con-
fined to operating between the hours of
eight o’clock a.m. to five o’clock p.m.
(change).”

The use of cargo containers, railroad
cars, semi-truck trailers and other similar
storage containers for any component of
the operation within a cryptocurrency
mining facility, data centers (added) and/
or similar server-based facilities is pro-
hibited.

“We are navigating a vast unknown,”
said speaker Amy Medlock. “When 1
think about the impact of data centers, I
think about of our environment. I grew
up here hunting, fishing, kayaking and
camping. It is easy to see we live in a spe-
cial part of western North Carolina. Our
value is our environment; it’s our forests,
rivers, trails and wildlife. A data center
would vastly affect our environment. We
need companies and small business that
see that value come here, not companies
that want to destroy and devalue our

property.”



Highlands
Hurricanes
swimmers score at
Nationals

Steve Hott
Head Coach

From July 27 to Aug 2, six mem-
bers of the Highlands Hurricanes joined
eight members of the four other Moun-
tain Swim League Teams (JCST, CCAC,
FAST, and SMAC) to compete in Swim-
ming Nationals (AAU Jr. Olympics) as
Team MSL..

They competed against the likes of
Team Florida, Team Hawaii, Team New
England, Team Nebraska, Team Arkan-
sas — Far Western NC’s Team MSL’s
12 and under boys finished 9th in the
country. The 12 and under girls finished
13th. The 13-18 boys finished 16th.
Team MSL was coached in Des Moines
by Highlands Hurricanes Coaches Steve
Hott and Jackie Powell.

Team MSL brought home 33 med-
als, two of them gold. Sixteen of the
medals and both of the golds were won
by the six Highlands Hurricanes.

Leading the way for Team MSL were
Highlands Hurricanes brother and sister
Luca and Zana Mascko. Both brought
home six medals (the most possible for
them). Luca’s medals included two gold
(50 and 100 breast stroke), twi silvers (50
free and 50 butterfly), and a bronze (200
IM). Zana’s medals included two bronzes
(50 and 100 breastroke). Luca scored 40
pts, and Zana scored 28. Bella Batista
scored 4 pts and medaled in the 200 In-
dividual medley (IM); Rocco Basil scored
2 pts and medaled in the 50 freestyle and
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MOUNTAIN LAKES
MEDICAL CENTER
162 Legacy Point Clayton, GA 30525

Ear, Nose and Throat (ENT) Audiology Care

Dr. Keith Jackson, MD, Dr. Erica McVey,

ENT Emory University Audiologist University
and Medical College of of Texas
Georgia

Contact: (706) 782-0478

CONNECT

www.mountainlakesmedicalcenter.com / www.mlmcphysiciansgroup.com

159 Stoney Creek Circle
Highlands, NC
3 Bed 2.5 Bath
$1,445,000 ®* MLS#1003773

Brian Seifried
770.309.1143

[DORSEY ALSTON =

REALTORS

Floor plan for illustrative purposes only.
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Each'Friday an Saturday
- the'Highlands

hamber of Cbmmerce/

. Visit Highlands, NC hosts live musie.downtown.

oo A

All shows take place from 6 - 8:30 p.m.

Wa}%g%fc;@e
Town Square | 343 Main Street

Showcasing traditional
mountain music and local talent

AUGUST 7
Johnny Webb

AUGUST 14
McClain Family Band

AUGUST 21
Shawn Lane Trio

AUGUST 28
Spare Parts Bluegrass Band

HIGHLANDS

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Gtoda on Fine

Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park
411-499 Pine Street

Featuring a variety of popular,
regional bands and musicians

AUGUST 1
Yacht Rando

AUGUST 8
Blake Ellege + The Resonators

AUGUST 22
Will Thompson Band

AUGUST 15 & 29 - NO CONCERT

visithighlandsnc.com

*HS SPORTS

RECAP ®

They are off to a great start!

ighlands School athlet-
ics are officially under-
way as athletes gear up

for an action-packed fall season.
Student-athletes across both
middle and high school levels
have returned to the courts,
fields, and pools to represent the
Highlanders.

This fall, the school will
field teams in four key sports
across middle and high school
divisions:

* Volleyball (Middle School & High
School)

* Boys Soccer (Middle School & High
School)

* Cross Country (Middle School &
High School)

* Swim (Middle School)

Pre-season preparation has been in-
tense for the volleyball program. To sharp-
en their skills before official play, the high
school squad traveled to Smoky Mountain
for a series of pre-season scrimmages,
while the middle school team gained valu-
able match experience testing their lineup
at Macon Middle School.

That hard work immediately paid off
when the high school volleyball teams
opened their regular season on Monday,
August 10, on the road at Swain.

The Junior Varsity squad kicked off
the night with a thrilling, down-to-the-wire
victory. After battling through three tough

Brett Lamb
Athletic Director

sets, JV secured a dramatic 2-1
match win, clinching the final
deciding set 15-13. The varsity
team followed with a fiercely
competitive match, displaying
strong effort before ultimately
dropping a tight 3-1 contest.

High School volleyball
looks to bounce back quickly
with two matches scheduled
this week. They host Hayes-
ville on Tuesday for their home
opener before traveling to Cherokee on
Thursday. Meanwhile, High School Boys
Soccer is deep in preparation for its
season openet, a road matchup against
county rival Franklin on Monday, August
17.

Middle School Volleyball also joins
the action this week, opening its season
at home against Hayesville on Tuesday
before hitting the road to face Andrews
on Wednesday.

Highlands’ Cross Country and Mid-
dle School Swim teams are hard at work
in practice, fine-tuning their conditioning
as they prepare for their upcoming com-
petitions.

Come out, pack the stands, and sup-
port the Highlanders as the fall season
takes off! For live game updates, sched-
ule changes, and team news, follow the
Highlands Booster Club on Facebook
and Instagram.

Go Highlanders!

HF&R extrlcates drlver from flipped car

At approximately 2:55 p.m.,
Aug. 9, Highlands Fire and
Rescue was dispatched to
Buck Creek Road in reference
to an iPhone crash notification.
Upon arrival, units located
a vehicle that had traveled
over an embankment and
| came to rest on its roof, with
one occupant trapped inside.
Crews immediately began
working to safely extricate
the patient from the vehicle.
The patient sustained minor
injuries and was successfully
extricated before being
i turned over to Macon EMS
| for transport. We would
like to thank all responding
agencies for their assistance
and cooperation on scene.



HIGHLANDS FIRE
& RESCUE OPEN
HOUSE SAT., AUG. 8

First and foremost, we want to
extend a big thank you to everyone
who came out to support our An-
nual Open House today! We had a
fantastic time spending the day with
our community, from showcasing our
rescue demonstrations to giving fire
truck trides and sharing what we do
with the people we proudly serve. We
hope everyone who joined us had just
as much fun as we did! Thank you for
making this year’s Open House such
a great success. We truly appreciate
the continued support of our com-
munity!

“It was one of the busiest Open
House celebrations I have seen in
a long time,” said Fire Chief Ryan
Gearhart.
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_SOPIRITUALLY SPEAKING

A Morning
Prayer

Pastor Sam Forrester
Whiteside Presbyterian
Church, Cashiers

l Yather God, we come humbly before you this morn-

ing, thanking you, glorifying you, and magnifying

your holy name. We come fully aware of our con-
dition and of your holiness. For you and you alone cre-
ated all things and set all things in motion. You and you
alone are without beginning or end. Your will and your
will alone is done. You ate the thrice holy God. Perfect in
all ways and before whom, all sin is an abomination.

Woe unto us, for we are the creature. Born in iniquity,
raised in iniquity, and whose highest effort is but filthy
rags before you. We are sinners by nature and by choice -
sinners whose every thought, word, and deed reveals our
very nature. Sinners without hope apart from your grace
and mercy.

We bring nothing to offer in our stead, nothing to ap-
pease your just wrath and punishment. For we have noth-
ing of value. You and you alone are capable of redeeming
us.

And to our everlasting joy, O LORD, you entered
your own creation and provided the means in heaven
or on earth by which we can be saved. Through the life,
ministry, death, and resurrection of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ, we are now free from our debt of sin and
death, and because of his precious blood, which he shed
for us, we can now know eternal fellowship with you. Our
redemption is absolute and our debt fully paid. Not by
our hands, but by you, Father. We thank you and praise
your name!

Father, it is with humble hearts we lift up our request
to you. Our once great nation - now 250 years old - has
fallen into moral and spiritual decay and daily it seems
as though the forces of darkness are winning, Light the
hearts of your people on fire that they may burn through
the darkness. Bring about a great revival to this nation. Re-
store us to you. Rip the reigns and levers of power from
those who seek to use them for evil or personal gain. Si-
lence the voice of those who speak evil. Turn over the
institutions, apparatuses, and engines of the wicked, and
cut loose the supports which underpin their spread. Call
to repentance the churches who take your name in vain,
pollute your truth, and teach a distorted gospel. Let the
wicked know you are here...and that your righteousness
and justice is absolute.

And Father, we lift one another up to you. Each of
us struggles daily with the frailties of the human condition
be it spiritually, physically, or otherwise. Only you know
our frailties, our worties, and our fears. Help us, Father.
Help us to remember that you set nothing before us that
is too great, and let us not forget that you are always there.
Comfort us and sustain us, for only you can. Walk with

o See SPIRITUALLY page 19
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e P aAcEs 1O WORSHIP ®

BLUEVALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor 706-782-3965
Sundays: School:10 a.m.,Worship:1 |
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7p
5th Sunday Singing featuring Georgia Mountain Trio;
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
828-269-3546 * Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| |
CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Senior Pastor: Rev.Amy Spivey
Assoc. Pastor: Rev.VWonyeong Lee828-743-5298
Sundays: School at 9:30;Worship & Kids Worship 10:30
GRACE CHAPEL ON HIGH HOLLY
9615 Dillard Rd Scaly Mountain, N C.

Pastor Steve Kerhoulas. http://www.Graceonhighholly.com
Sunday School 9:45;Worship | |;Prayer Service Wed 5:30p
Men’s and Women'’s Bible Study throughout the week
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH
The Revd Dr. Marc Robertson & Rev. Nick McGee
464 U.S. Hwy. 64E, Cashiers, NC
CAC@christanglicancashiers.org * 828-743-1701
Sunday:Adult Christian Ed, 9:15a; Holy Eucharist, 10:30a;
Fellowship | 1:45a;Wed: Bible Study/Contemplative Prayer; 5p
CHRIST CHURCH OF THEVALLEY. CASHIERS
743-5470 » www.cashiers.church
Sun. 10:452;Wed Study5:15p supper and childcare.
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH
283 Spring Street - Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| la.m.

I'st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.
Wednesdays —Supper at 6 p.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com ¢ 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC ¢ Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins
Sun: Service 10:45am, Children’s 10:30am

Wed.:Youth 5:30-7pm;Women’s Bible Study: Mon. 4:30pm, Tues.

|0am; Men’s Bible Study:Wed. & Thurs. 7am @ Zookeeper
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev.W. Bentley Manning, Rector * 526-2968
5th and Main streets * www.incarnationwnc.org
Sunday: Rite |, spoken, 8 am in Chapel, Rite Il with Choir 10:30
am in Sanctuary,VWed: Healing Eucharist 12 pm in Chapel,
Morning Prayer: Mon-Thurs 8:30 am in Chapel
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 » www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor * 220 Main Street, Highlands
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am;Women’s 10:30 am
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Emily Wilmarth, pastor, Rev. Kelley Connelly Asso. Pastor
828-526-3175 « fpchighlands.org
Sun.:Adult Ed.: 10a;Worship | 1a.;Tues: Men’s Group 10a;
Wed: Bell Choir 4p. Chancel Choir:5:30p
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd)

Sunday School:10 am.Worship Service:| | am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary VWorship
242 Hwy 107N. /4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com ¢ Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. * Glenville. NC ¢ 743-2729 + Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a.Worship | la & 7p. Bible Study 6p
Wed. Kidsquest 6p.;VWorship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 « 165 S.Sixth Street
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays:Worship:| |
HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson ¢ 11339 Buck Creek Road
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily
sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a. & 6p.VWednesday Worship is 6p
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376
In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
909a Bluegrass and | laTraditional
www.highlandsmethodist.org
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA
2152 Dillard Road * 526-9741
Rev. Ken Langsdrof
Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.
Visit our website: Holy Family Lutheran Highlands NC
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C.28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| |. Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
Franklin « 828-634-1312 « mountainsynagoguewnc.com.
Rabbi led service 3rd Saturday AM, Rosh Hashanah & Yom
Kippur.
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH
743-2583 ¢ Independent Bible Church
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church. 4224 Big Ridge
(4.5 miles from NC 107)

Weds:Youth Group 6 p.m.; Bible Study 6:30 p.m.;
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Fr.Jason K. Barone — 526-2418
Sat.4pm thru Oct 24.;Sun. - | lam
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School —10 a.m.;Worship —1 | am.& 7
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates * 526-3212
Sun.: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:10:45 a.m.;VVorship: 6 p.m.
SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Richard Salmonson
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:I | a.m.
ST.JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Mass: Sun. 9a (English); Mon. 9:30a (Vatican Il in Latin); Tues.
7p (Spanish);Wed.,9:30a (English)

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: * 743-2359 * Rev. Rob Wood
Sunday Service (summer): 9am & | lam
Visit our website: www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com
Bazaar Barn outreach is open Fri & Sat. | lam-3pm
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
85 Sierra Drive. Franklin ¢ uufranklin.org
Sunday Worship - | | am.
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev.Sam Forrester/Cashlers * 828- 743 2122
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e PolLicE & FIRE REPORTS ®

Highlands Police entries
from Aug. 4. Only the names of
persons arrested, issued a sum-
mons/citation, issued a Class-3
misdemeanor or those of pub-
lic officials have been used.

Accidents responded to:

Aug.7

* Vehicle | was traveling north
and attempting to turn left into
Highlands Plaza.Vehicle 2 was travel-
ing south in Highlands Plaza. Vehicle
| struck vehicle 2 while making a left
turn.

Aug.9

* Vehicle | and vehicle 2 were
traveling east on Mirror Lake Road.
Vehicle 2 was slowing to a stop.Ve-
hicle | hit vehicle 2 in the rear.

¢ Over the week, 19 Citations
and 54 warning tickets were issued.

Aug. 4

* Officers were called about a
shoplifting incident at Potpourri on

Main Street where a card holder and
pill box with a total value of $34 was
taken.

Aug. 6

* At 11:32 p.m,, officers were
called about a driver backing into a
light pole valued at $1,000 at First
Bank on Carolina Way.

» Silviano Hernandez Trejo, 27, of
Blue Island, IL, was arrested for pos-
sessing cocaine, methamphetamine
and drug paraphernalia when he was
stopped on NC 106 (Dillard Road).
He was issued a $10,000 secured
bond. His trial date is Aug. 18.

Aug.7

* Jeffrey C. Hudgens, 64, of San
Francisco, CA, was arrested for DUI
and in possession of marijuana when
he was stopped on Oak Street. He
was issued a $2,000 unsecured bond.
His trial date is Nov. |9.

Aug.8

* A little past midnight, officers

.SPIRITUALLY continued from page 18

us 4s we carry out every aspect
of our day. Make your presence
known in times of struggle...and
in times of peace help us to re-
flect upon your goodness, kind-
ness, and gentleness. Grant us
the strength we need ecach day,
O Lord, that we might be able to
Carry out with a glad heart what
you have appointed for us.

Father, we lift the sick and
the struggling among us. Only
you know the depth and breadth
of their needs. Please provide
for them and let them feel your
presence that they may know the
gentleness and kindness of their
LORD.

Father, we thank you that
despite the chaos and wickedness
around us, you have provided
each of us a congregation filled
with our brothers and sisters in
Christ. As we look around this
morning we should be joyful and
filled with thanksgiving, not only
for the opportunity to worship
you as we choose, but to wor-
ship you alongside other true
believers. In times when so many
absurd things divide people, we
gather here together of one mind
and of one heart to worship you.
Thank you, Father, that weekly
we hear your Word and it alone.
Thank you that this congregation

stands on a solid rock. Thank you
for the fellowship we experience
with one another and most of all,
with you.

Be with us now, Father, as we
receive your instruction. Open our

were called about a simple assault of
a male who was struck with a closed
fist at High Dive on Carolina Way.

The Highlands Fire & Res-
cue log from Aug. 4.

Aug. 4

* At 8:58 a.m., the dept. provided
mutual aid to the Cashiers FD.

* At 2:42 p.m., the dept.respond-
ed to a Co2 alarm at a residence on
NC 106 (Dillard Road).

* At 8:26 p.m., the dept. provided
a lift assist at a residence at Highlands
Mountain Club.

* At 9:14 p.m., the dept. was
first-responders to a residence on
Hickory Hill Road.

Aug.5

* At 5:28 p.m., the dept. provided
public assistance at a location on US
64 west (Franklin Road).

* At 7:57 p.m., the dept.respond-
ed to a fire alarm at a residence on
Bear Mor Ridge.

hearts and minds to hear. For it
is in Christ’s wonderful name we
pray. Amen.

* This prayer was prayed on July
26, 2026. Its by Chad Hearn a mem-
ber of Whiteside Presbyterian.

Monica

S
me‘. ij Color & Styles
e AN oy

\Q Shaves

Balayage * Eyebrow Tints & Facial Waxing
Premium Hair Extensions
Bridal Services

Hair Cuts,

for
Men &
Women

* Beard
Sculpting
& Trims

* Luxury

* Men’s Cuts

322 Main Street * Highlands, NC
828-482-1112

Aug. 6

* At 2:37 a.m., the dept. respond-
ed to a fire alarm at a location on Half
Mile Drive.

* At 10:48 am,, the dept. was
first-responders to a residence on S.
5th Street.

* At 11:38 am, the dept. was
first-responders to a residence on
Hickory Hill Road.

* At 9:14 pm, the dept. was
first-responders to a residence on
Maple Way.

Aug.7

* At 10:09 am,, the dept. re-
sponded to a call of a possible gas
leak at a location on Main Street.

* At |:17 p.m., the dept. respond-
ed to a fire alarm at a residence on
Arnold Road.

* At 1:54 p.m., the dept. respond-
ed to a fire alarm at a residence on
Arnold Road.

e At 3:30 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a location
on Main Street.

* At 6:20 p.m., the dept. respond-
ed to a fire alarm at a location on S.
4th Street.

* At 10:59 p.m., the dept. was
first-responders to a residence on
NC 28 south (Walhalla Road).

Aug.8

* At 6551 am,, the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence on Bowery Road.

* At 2:52 p.m,, the dept. re-
sponded to a motor vehicle accident
on Buck Creek Road.

e At 9:23 p.m,, the dept. re-
sponded to a motor vehicle accident
on US 64 east (Cashiers Road).

Aug.9

* At 10:15 a.m,, the dept. was
first-responders to a residence on
Buckberry Road.

* At 11:30 am,, the dept. re-
sponded to a motor vehicle accident
on Cullasaja Drive.

* At 5:05 p.m,, the dept. re-
sponded to a call of a vehicle fire on
Arnold Road.

Aug. 10

* At 6:42 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence on Arnold Road.

* At 7:35 p.m,, the dept. was
first-responders to a residence on
Shelby Drive.

Aug. 11

* At 4:27 am, the dept. re-
sponded to a call of a tree on a
power line on N. 6th Street.

EARLY BIRD SPECIAL!

call or email for details

FIREWOOD COMPANY

Highlands ® Cashiers ¢ Atlanta
828.200.3050

bobhenritze@gmail.com ® www.firewoodcompany.net
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=
& HIGHLANDS
W..\ CHURCH

" Come join us

each Sunday at 8:45 a.m.
* Small group environment
* Casual
* Breakfast included
* LIVE stream ANDY STANLEY
(NPCCQC)

For more information and location
Call Bee at 404-307-1415

south dgranite
DESIGN LLC
[t Phone:828-331-7730
M}Eﬂm o southgraniledesign.com
94-5 US-64 Cashiers NC 28717

Elevated Home Maintenance & Repairs, LLC
A Step Above the Rest
Carpentry ¢ Tile Work ¢ Drywall « Remodels
Painting ¢ Flooring * General Labor * Realtor Punchlists

(828) 371-9071

ElevatedHomeMaintenance.com

> 828-526-9325 «

Generators aren’t just a “thing” we do,
generators are all we do!

e Grading
* Excavating
e Driveways
* Build sites
* Hauling
e Septic Systems

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643
Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com

Kiln dried
FIREWOOD

Delivery or pickup

2460 Cashiers Road « Highlands 828-526-2395
highlandslawnandgarden.com

3568 MAIN STREET
ESTATE JEWELERS OF

COUNSELING
CENTER

OF HIGHLANDS

¢

Offices in Cashiers and Highlands

828-482-7417

info@counseling-center.org | counseling-center.org

HOWARD
HANNA

1957 ALLEN TATE REAL ESTATE

#1 Family-Owned in the U.S.
Al Stoneham
Realtor-Broker

Luxury Home Specialist
Licensed in NC & GA

Cell: 828.332.9767
al.stoneham@howardhannatate.com

CHESINUT STORAGE

Storage Units Available
Secure 24-Hour Access
Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms

Call today to find out why we're
“Highlands Premier Facility”

828-482-1045

Buck Creek Rd - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Road near the hos-

Look for our sign!

LISATHOMPSON
DOG SITTING

« daily drop-in visits

« overnight & extended
stays

- dog walking
828.424.4637

HIGHLANDS
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Call: 828-526-1960 =
Text: 770 855- 0825 : 7“_"
Emall elofhlghlands@gmall com -

PIANO TUNING

Professional Service Since 1985

Bob McCollum

828-507-5760
Bobboh | @yahoo.com

—
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$23 BW — $28 color
Classifieds
$10 for first 10 words, 30 cents each ad-
ditional word
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e CLASSIFIEDS ®

FOR SALE

BECAUSE THE VARIANCE WAS DE-
NIED, | am selling a quantity of high-quality prime
Douglas Fir lumber. Please let me know if you would
like to make an offer. Peggy Phillips 727-422-9300.
(st.6/11)

AUTOMOTIVE

828-787-2360
2851 Cashiers Road, Highlands

We're proud to be a family-owned company with 43 years in the
business, and even prouder to now serve the Highlands community.
~ Bob Saladna, Owner

[era’s wine
Highlancls Auteometiva
fs all abeuil

* Same-day service for most maintenance
and routine repairs.
¢ Top-tier diagnostic & programming tools
— just like the dealer.
* New tire, alignment & balancing
equipment for precision and speed.
* Same experienced technicians.

We service ALL domestic and foreign vehicles.

Also serving customers in: —
Atlanta, GA | Dallas, TX | Houston, TX :;Hi.P;l_}
Come see the difference. T B

MIRROR LAKE COTTAGE, 2/2, fully reno-
vated. $525k. Text only 828.421.2042.

o T

COTTAGE ON LAKE BURTON $129,500 -
North Georgia Mountains. Ibr/Iba. | year old with
modern design, all appliances and furniture. Beautiful

gated community. www.sugarmillcreek.com Tel: 912-
222-2448

s

R A RIDE
More than 4 people
means more than
one trip. Cost for
additional trip/car is:

QUTSITE OF HEGHLAKDS

Call or Text to book
your ride
Local.Trusted.
(References available)

828-342-3608

I7FT ALUMINUM LAKE CANOE, excellent
condition with paddles $600. 828-421-0124 (st. 7/9)

1.06 AC LOT ON 8900 Buck Creek Rd.
$79,900. 828-421-0124 (st. 7/9)

HELP WANTED

IN SEARCH OF PART-TIME CHOIR DI-
RECTOR Highlands United Methodist Church is
seeking a chancel choir director for their weekly
Sunday traditional worship services at | lam. Choir
rehearsals are Wednesdays at 4pm. Inquiries may be
addressed to Rev. Dr.Randy Lucas, HUMC Senior Pas-
tor, at randyhumc@icloud.com. (8/13)

CAREGIVERS NEEDED FOR PT DAY
AND NIGHT SHIFTS.- Competitive wages. Back-
ground check required. text 828-200-9000 for details
or apply online www.MyChoiceHome.Care (7/2)

FOR RENT

NEW 2BD, 2BA, FURNISHED APART-
MENT within a half mile of downtown. $1,600 a
month. Call 404-234-2516. (st.july 2)

2BD/2BATH SINGLE WIDE $I,100 per
month internet included. First and last security. Mark
828-200-0765. (st. 5/29)

SERVICES

MOBILE CARWASH/ DETAILING - THE
DETAIL GUYSWNC (828) 745-3500 text . Thede-

tailguyswnc on facebook Full Service.VWWe ComeTo You

CREATURE COMEQRTS - In-House Pet or
People sitting. Call Peg Ellis. Retired RN. References
available. 828-200-1028. (st. 1 1/20)

BLATEAU PAINTERS — Interior and exterior
painting, pressure washing, decks, and sanding and
staining wood floors. Division of Chatlos Construction.
Fully insured. Free estimates. Call Mike at 828-200-
4071. (6/25)

HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS HANDYMAN -
Chatlos Construction — Remodels,Additions, Framing,
Siding, Roofing, Decks, Painting. References. Insured.
828-200-4071. (6/25)

JUNK REMOVAL —We take anything. Call 828-
200-0492

CUSTOM WELDING - gates, railings, trailer
repairs, fencing, hand rails and more. | come to you!
Call Gavin at 828-200-4219 or email smallgavin26@
gmail.com

MURPHY'’S PAINT CO., - interior/exte-
rior painting/sheetrock repair/wallpaper removal/log
homes/ decks. Insured. Free estimates. 828-332-0525
or 828- 421-8600. (5/21)

NEED FURNITURE MOVED OR ANY-
THING HAULED AWAY? Call or text James of
Going Gone at 828-421-2655. (7/30)
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POOL SCHEDULE

* Lap Swim: Mon.-Fri. 6am-
9:45am, and Saturday 10am-11pm
- 6 lanes. Water Aerobics: 18 y+
Mon.-Fri. 10-1lam with Karen
Chambers. Adult Swim: [8y+
Mon.-Thurs. | lam-3:30pm, Friday
I lam-1:30pm. Public Swim: Mon.
thru Thurs.. |la-7pm, Saturday
| lam-6pm and Sunday |-6pm

PICKLE BALL

* At the Recreation Dept.
there are three indoor Pickle Ball
courts and six outdoor courts.
Pickle Ball can be played every
Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs. and Friday
10am-pm outdoors for the sum-
mer

MTN FINDINGS

e Open: 10 am - | pm.Thurs-
Sat.. Spruce Street. www.moun-
tainfindings.org

FIBBER MAGEES

* Fibber Magee’s Thrift Store
on Laurel Street Hours.Wed. & Fri.
- 10a too 4p. Sat. - 10a to 2p.

FARMERS MARKET

* The “market” is open ev-
ery Saturday 8a to 12:30p in KH
Founders Park on Pine Street.

ALLWEEK

* Scaly Mountain/ Highlands/
Cashiers Alcoholics Anonymous
“Open Meetings” are for anyone
who thinks they may have a drink-
ing problem or for anyone inter-
ested in the A.A. recovery pro-
gram. Open meetings are held at
Scaly Mountain @ Grace Chapel,
9915 Dillard Rd., Scaly Mountain
each Tues & Sat at 5:30 pm and at
Highlands @ the Ist Presbyterian
Church, 471 Main St., on Monday
at 5:30 p.m. and on Wednesday &
Fridays @ 12:00 noon. Open in
person meetings are also held in
Cashiers @ the Albert Carlton
Cashiers Community Library, 249
Frank Allen Rd. on Sunday at 5:00
pm, on Tuesday@ 7:00 pm, on Fri-
day at 5:30 pm and on Saturday
at 9:00 am. For more information
please visit our website www.
aawnc80.org or to speak with
a member of AA. 24/7 call our
HELP Line 828 349-4357

Mon.& Thurs.

* At First Presbyterian
Church, ArtSpace is open from 9
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. The next exhibit
will start in mid-August. For infor-
mation contact fpchkelley@gmail.
com

Mon-Wed-Fri

* Aerobics with Tina Rogers
8-9am at the Rec Park.

* Balance, Stretch & Strengthen
Class at the Rec Park 8:30-9:30am.
The cost for the class is $30 a
month and is led by Vivian Brewer.
Call the Recreation Department at
828-526-3556 for more informa-
tion.

Mon.,Tues., Thurs.

* The Food Pantry behind the
Methodist Church on Spring Street
is open from |0a-6p.

2nd Mondays

* The local chapter of PEO,
an off-campus sorority founded in
the 1800s that provides grants and
loans to women with financial need
who want to return to school or
further their education meets at |10
a.m. For more info call president
Paula McDonald at 706-372-3004

4th Mondays

* Highlands Planning Board
meeting 5:30 p.m., in the Commu-
nity Building.

2nd Tuesdays

* Highlands Writers Group
meets on alternate Tuesday after-
noons at 3pm.Writers still uncom-
fortable with in-person gatherings
may participate via Zoom meetings
For more info contact Bud Katz at
either 828-526-3190 or at budan-
dlynn@me.com

Tuesdays

* Strength Training at the Rec
Park 8:15-9:15 am.

* At Wayfarers Chapel, Work-
shop for Writers — from 5-6:30 PM

* ESL classes at The Literacy
& Learning Center, 6-7 p.m. 675 S
4th St.

Tuesdays & Thurs.

* Exercise Class with Michelle
Lane at the Rec Park at 5:30. A
combo class with different types of
exercise. 828-526-3556

Wednesdays

* The Literacy & Learning
Center offers a FREE weekly Citi-
zenship Class led by Faviola Olvera
from 5:30 to 7 pm at 675 S 4th St in
Highlands, this program is designed
to help students navigate the com-
plexities of the U.S. naturalization
exam.

* 2026 marks a sesquicenten-
nial in our nation’s history and we
will be celebrating those 250 years
at the Macon County Historical
Museum with a free Fall seminar on

 HicHI ANDS AREA EVE

the American Revolution, reading
and discussing Ray Raphael’s The
People’s History of the Ameri-
can Revolution: How Common
People Shaped the Fight for In-
dependencParticipants will have
their choice of in-person meet-
ings at the Museum or meeting
online using the Zoom platform.
We will be meeting once a month,
Wednesday evenings, from August
thru November. Participants can
sign up at tinyurl.com/amrevhist-
seminar Seminar leader John
deVille holds a BA in Philosophy
from UNC-Chapel Hill and a BS
Ed from Western Carolina Univer-
sity He has taught American His-
tory and philosophy for 30 years
in a public high school and has led
adult seminars in history and phi-
losophy for the past seven years.
He is the current Executive Direc-
tor of the Macon County Histori-
cal Museum.

A PEQPLE'S
HISTORY
- af te -
AMERICAN
REVOLUTION

RAY RAPHAEL

* Digital Navigators will be
at the Hudson Library from [0a-
noon PM, digital navigators will
host a Tech Time drop-in time at
Hudson Library with the goal to
assist attendees with basic smart-
phone, laptop, iPad and tablet
skills. For more information, call
the Library at 828-526-3031.This
program is free and open to the
public.

2nd Wednesdays

* Highlands Zoning Board of
Adjustment meeting at 5:30 in the
Community Building

Thursdays

* Kickboxing 8:15-9:15a. at
the Rec Park. No martial arts
background necessary Contact
the Rec Dept.at 828-526-3556 for
more info.

3rd Thursdays

* Highlands Town Board

SQ

meeting 7 p.m., in the Community
Building.

3rd Saturdays

* The American Legion Post
370 meets at the First Methodist
Church at 315 Main St. in their
community room/909  chapel.
Breakfast ia at 9a; meeting is at
[0a. Email ncpost370@gmail.com
or just join us at 9am.

Aug. 12-30

* Mountain Theatre Com-
pany presents “Showstoppers” a
high-energy, 90-minute multime-
dia spectacular that races through
Broadway and Hollywood’s most
unforgettable musicals, from West
Side Story and Dreamgirls to Sin-
gin’ in the Rain, Chicago, Mamma
Mia!, and more. Featuring dazzling
costumes, cinematic visuals, and
a world-class professional cast,
this fast-paced celebration brings
iconic movie-musical moments
to life with thrilling vocals, dy-
namic choreography, and nonstop
excitement. It's pure, exhilarating
entertainment for the whole fam-
ily — the ultimate musical celebra-
tion. For tickets call 828.526.2695
or go to boxoffice@mountainthe-
atre.com

Sat.,Aug. I5

* Highlands Annual 5K at KH
Founders Park. 6-7pm. 5K Run/
Walk and 5K Stroller Race. All
proceeds will go to the Gordon
Center for Child Development.
Contact Bill at 706-202-3033 for
questions or to sponsor.

* As a prelude to the HC Film
Festival, the viewing of “The Gar-
dener + Walk in the Garden Soi-
ree.Viewing is a 4p at PAC. Soiree
to follow. Soiree is SOLD OUT.
Tickets available for the movie.

Sun.,Aug. 16

* Highlands Historical Society

invites you to travel through time
for the 1920s Gala from 5—7pm.
Tickets can be purchased from
the Highlands Historical Society
website.

* Highlands-Cashiers Film
Festival Summer Screening. Never
Not Yours + Meet the Director.
2p a at the Village Green in Ca-
shiers. FREE. This family dramedy
tells the story of three audlt sib-
lings visiting their family’s remote
retired cabin for a weekend visit.

AOULT Phr

Thurs.,Aug. 18

* At First Baptist Church High-
lands,“The Debt is Paid - Freedom
Through Forgiveness with Cherry
Witham, 9:30a-3p. RSVP if coming
or would like to purchase a book
for $20.612-859-2984 or 828-526-
5858.

Sat. & Sun.,Aug. 29-30

* Highlands Arts & Craft
Show in KH-Founders Park on
Pine Street 10a to 5p Sat.and 10a
to 4p on Sunday. 120 vendors.
Food available for purchase from
Highlands Smokehouse, | [a-2:30p
both days. Sip & Stroll Saturday.
Tickets available at Sip & Stroll
tent in front of the stage. Kid
Zone, too.

Sept. |

* Pop Up Pipers

Wed.-Sat Sept. 16-19

* 2nd Annual Highlands Ca-
shiers Film Festival held at the
Highlands Performing Arts Cen-
ter on Chestnut Street. For lineup
and tickets go to www.highlands-
cashiersfilmfestival.com

Sat.-Sun., Sept. 19-20

* The Power of a Beautiful State:
a 2-Day inner journey to calm, cre-
ativity and connection.The Mountain
Retreat Ctr, $150 to $275. Info: Lin-
daChmar@gmail.com
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Crystal & Gem Gallery M%untain LOCK &
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The Ruffed MOUNTAIN
Grouse
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highlandermountainhouse.com [ 5,

: ‘<" LUXURY COLLECTION"
T e I c e r Of the 55,000+ BHHS agents across the globe,
g 2 Fayeranksinthe TOP2% andisa
o= T " — Luxury Collection Specialist.
Country Club Properties : Ao e et . FAYE WURM
¢ Loty e bomeown. Highlands Properties | | s28.200 1345 D0 _
¥ 5 et Dt profisnonals 450 N. 4th St. Highlands, NC faye@bhhsmmr.com ¥ 11 Wood Lilly Way
349 Main Street, Highlands, NC (:CPCEIS' hlandsNG 828-526-5522 2334 CashiersRd, Highlands  [&17 Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com v ‘e ande Tcom www.highlandsproperties.com https://fayewurm meadowsmtnrealty com/ otored
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— / / at $749,000
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CHESTNUT ST * 3 Bed, 2 Bath

CAROLINAS

¢ Screened Front
Porch and Covered
Rear Deck

Hghlands-Cashiers
Rayars&
HC Charmber Music

LAUREL ST.

¢« Completely
and Luxuriously
Remodeled

L]};D HOWARD : ——
H A S Village

ALLEW TATE SAL ESTATE

Darlene Conley
Mountain Luxury

Your Dream. Your Journey. : —

YOU'RE HOME. - (._,\
Dedicated to Sisicor \%5
finding the home @ e
you've always wanted. R
Cell: 404.427.2448 Mgy Oax oy —/

- S e [ .
darleneconley@howardhannatate.com L Ma C I | f G o t t Wa I S
303.887.7479

Clif. Gottwals@Gmail.com
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CHRISTIE’S

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE
— HIGHLANDS CASHIERS ——

Reehes

Hardware

Highland rsCIRE.com
210 North Fifth Street

Highlands, NC 28741

. Denise Boothby
Highlands Sotheby’s | ls28-482-2434

INTERMATIOMAL REALTY Li\-'ELovHihlan::is.com

114 N. 4th Street » Highlands, NC i S

Local Expertise, Global Connections.

Licensed in NC and GA "
office: 828.526.8300 * cell: 828.337.0706 1,."| Tigen KL
sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com * highlandssir.com l" ettt [

CHRISTIE’S | HIGHLANDS

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE CASHIERS

. Highlands Office | 210 N. 5th Street

Cell: 828-787-1895
pamela.nellis@yahoo.com

Sheryl Wilson
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REALTY CIROUP REALTY GROUP
Not The Biggest...Just The Best!

For real estate, visit your mountain story begins here—
WWW.patalIenrealtygroup.com LANDMARKRG.COM embracing both the life you lead
828.526.8784 [ 295 DILLARD RD, HIGHLANDS orcall828-743-0510. and the getaway you crave
PAT ALLEN
828’200‘9179 N - i} S BERKSHIRE | MEADOWS MOUNTAIN
JULIE OSBORN ]( )IQ AV L OVCeC HATHAWAY | REALTY
828.200.6165 o J
More than _ 8287 226.6303 If you wapt an
33 years of ehxe’mplary r 8 award-wmnlng real
service in the luxury .
housing market! L #1 Broker estate experience,
- IN THE CAROLINAS choose an
9 award- wmmng
VOTED AMERICA’S BEST by RealTrends since 2021 $1 Billion + agent. [/
TOTAL CAREER SALES VOLUME {-‘;Hﬁ
. - |
e DAVID #8 Agent Worldwide
AMONG 26,100+
? SOTHEBY'S INTERNATIONAL REALTY AGENTS
B Q ( K PER REAL TRENDS. HCMLS AND COUNTY RECORDINGS

.I'L.\.

ﬁ BUILDERS Highlands S‘flt]’HLh‘m

‘ www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240

MITZI RAUERS

Broker / Luxury Collection
Specialist

(404) 218-9123

mitzi@bhhsmmr.com

*Based on 2023 sales data. Out of a global network
of 55,000+ BHHS agents.

...on the Verandah [0

We Serve to Help You @ Restaurant |4

. . ~“on Lake Sequoyah |
with Life's Next ° aney

. i 828-526-2338
Chapter ... Beginning 43 Years of Fine Dining

with Coffee and a NOW OPEN
. 7 Nights a week
Conversation. 5:30-9p

www.ontheverandah.com

CHRISTIE'S MCULLEY’5
—— HIGHLANDS CASHIERS —— CASHMERE

Scotland’s Best Knitwear

BEE GLEESON PAT GLEESON JEssicA HABERKERN Open 7 daYS a week
Broker | Realtor® | 404.307.1415 Broker | Realtor® | 828.782.0472 Broker | Realtor® | 254.718.7494
BeeGlee4@Gmail.com PatrickGleeson4@Gmail.com JessHaberkern@Gmail.com 526_4407
HighlandsCashiersCIRE.com | 210 North Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741 242 S. 4th St.




