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Noise or 
nuisance? 

HPD wants 
clarification By Kim Lewicki

At the March Macon County 
School Board (BOE) meeting 
held at Highlands School, the 
future of  the Highlands School 
soccer field was brought up dur-
ing the public comment segment.

Jeff  Weller, architect, soc-
cer coach and parent, who has 
been involved with the status, 
repair and future of  the field for 
several years, asked the board to 
move forward with a plan to fix 
the field.

Over the years, studies re-
quested by the MC Board of  
Commissioners regarding the 
saturation and drainage issues 
plaguing the field have been com-
pleted. Now the school adminis-
tration, the school board and par-
ents want something done.

“We have supplied the 
county with all the information 
they requested, did monthly bore 

studies for a year, everything. 
We need a path forward,” said 
Highlands BOE representative 
Hilary Wilkes. “We need to ren-
ovate the current field. Let’s not 
let another year go by.”

Weller and Wilkes said now 
is the time to get it into the 
county’s FY 26-’27 budget.

According to BOE Attor-
ney John Henning, the school 
board has completed everything 
the county requested prior to 
them making their final decision 
regarding financing, specifically 
the engineering study and sub-
sequent work costs.

“You just need a money 
figure for the engineering cost; 
you don’t need a new RFQ. You 
can ask the team that previously 
presented the RFQ a year or so 
ago, if  they are still interested,” 
he said.

Highlands wants HS 
soccer field in county’s 

FY ‘26-’27 budget
By Kim Lewicki

At the March 19 workses-
sion prior to the monthly Town 
Board meeting, Highlands Police 
Chief  Andrea Holland asked the 
board to take a closer look and 
consider amending the noise 
and nuisance ordinances in the 
town’s Code of  Ordinances.

The Code of  Ordinances 
governs everything from noise 
complaints to parking, animal 
control, and sanitation and is 
enforced by the town’s police 
department. This is not the 
same as the Unified Develop-
ment Ordinance which focuses 
strictly on land use, planning, 
and development and is en-
forced by the town’s Planning 
and Development Department.

“I’m here to ask the board 

Need for fire tax increase explained

The living cross at Highlands United Methodist Church on Main Street.

By Kim Lewicki
An increase in the fire tax 

from 1.91 cents per $100 valu-
ation to 4.41 cents was the sub-
ject of  a public information 
meeting held Tuesday evening 
at the Community Building.

Only seven “civilians” 
turned out to hear the presenta-
tion. They were joined by Mayor 
Pat Taylor, Commissioners Amy 
Patterson, Eric Pierson and Jeff  
Weller and Town Manager Josh 
Ward, County Commissioners 

John Shearl and Barry Breeden 
as well as County Manager War-
ren Cabe. HF&R Chief  Ryan 
Gearhart and Asst. Chief  Rob-
bie Forrester were accompanied 
by both volunteer and paid fire-
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Highlands Mayor
Patrick Taylor On Saturday, March 28 eight million people across 

the nation demonstrated in 3,300 NO KINGS rallies 
protesting President Trump and his administration.

In Franklin, 400 people turned out. In Highlands 
225 people gathered at the corner of  Main Street and 
NC 106 waving signs of  protest and solidarity. There 
were also NO KINGS events in Sylva, Bryson City, 
Waynesville and Clayton.

MSN reported that a new national poll conducted 
by the University of  Massachusetts Amherst, revealed 
that “only 33% of  Americans approve of  the job Presi-
dent Trump is doing,” and that a staggering 62% disap-
prove.

NO KINGS rallies gather near and far

Photos by Jim Lewicki

I am not a Facebook user, 
but one of  my colleagues 
told me that in the past 

weeks, it was buzzing with 
outrage about the new hotel 
under construction on the old 
Bank of  America property, as 
well as the demolition of  the 
Highlands Playhouse building 
and the Bill’s Soda Shop prop-
erty on the corner of  Main and 
Fourth Streets.

I was informed that some 
Facebookers were calling for 
me and my fellow board members to be 
voted out of  office on the basis that we 
should have never allowed these commu-
nity development “atrocities” to happen. 
These critics believe that the mayor and 
commissioners have absolute discretion-
ary power to decide what is allowed to be 
built and operated in the town of  High-
lands. I like to call that view the “Boss 
Hog” government model. The truth is 
that is not how the system works. State 
statutes and town development ordi-
nances regulate development within the 

municipal limits of  Highlands. 
Those development decisions 
are not at the sole discretion of  
elected officials.

Regarding the new hotel, 
those state statutes and town 
ordinances were followed, al-
though some may contend they 
were inadequate to prevent the 
project from being approved. 
On the other hand, those folks 
requesting approval of  the 
proposed project, especially 
their legal representatives, have 

been assured that the approval process 
and statutory compliance were followed 
correctly.

For the record, the approval pro-
cess required review by the planning 
and zoning boards, not the Town Board. 
That decision by the Town Board not to 
review the project was not arbitrary, but 
rather part of  the process spelled out in 
the town’s development and zoning or-
dinances.

Some Facebook critics said the new 
hotel will have the appearance of  an ugly 
chain hotel; I guess like Motel 6 or Red 
Roof. Really? The investors for a hotel 
development that may cost $40 million 
or more dollars will build an ugly, un-
attractive hotel? I suspect not. For the 
rates they will have to charge, I am cer-
tain their facility will be very attractive 
and, dare I say, luxurious. They will be 
operating in a very competitive market-
place. My limited understanding of  busi-
ness and economics leads me to believe 
the developer can’t invest millions of  
dollars in construction and then charge 
Motel 6 rates.

A major critique of  the project is 
that it is too big and just not the right 
fit for Highlands. I was on Main Street 
on a recent Saturday near Calder’s Cof-
fee Shop. I looked back at the Old Ed-
wards Inn and was surprised. That fa-
cility might also be viewed as massive, 
probably larger than the proposed hotel. 
The OEI complex is on a large foot-
print. I’m certainly not criticizing OEI; 
they have invested and done a wonder-
ful job in historically preserving the Old 
Edwards Inn. But in some sloped areas, 
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REALTY GROUP PAT ALLEN 
828.200.9179 

pat@patallenrealtygroup.com 

JULIE OSBORN 
828.200.6165 

julie@patallenrealtygroup.com 

• • rorc 
AND A NEW BEGINNING FOR PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP 

Pat Allen Realty Group welcomes 
Greg Harrison & Nicole S. Russell 

to their independent 
boutique real estate firm. 

Greg Harrison, BROKER I {828) 200-9307 
Greg brings a strong analytical foundation and years of business 
leadership to his real estate career. As a real estate investor and as a 
small business owner, he offers extensive experience in both commercial 
and residential real estate. His corporate background, investment 
experience, and deep appreciation for the local market allow him to 
guide clients with clarity, precision, and confidence. Now proudly serving 
clients on the Highlands-Cashiers Plateau, Greg is passionate about 
helping buyers and sellers navigate their next chapter. 

Nicole S. Russell, BROKER I {828) 200-4660 
Nicole is a third-generation NC broker proudly serving Highlands, Cashiers, 

and the surrounding Plateau communities. Real estate is more than 
her profession - it is her heritage. Her grandfather and father owned and 

operated Frank Smith Realty in Cashiers, serving generations of families 
throughout the mountains. Their legacy of integrity, stewardship, and 

lasting relationships continues to guide Nicole's work today. She 
understands that mountain real estate is never just about property - it is 

about trust, legacy, and preserving the character of the Plateau. 

e VOTED AMERICA'S BEST===== • by RealTrends since 2021 

PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP I 828.526.8784 I 295 DILLARD ROAD, HIGHLANDS '5l' 
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 Open daily 
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Wine Tasting every 
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Read Highlands Newspaper, Highlands’ only locally owned 
and operated newspaper free from 

everywhere – on the street or on the web.
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Highlands - 828-482-4430 Franklin - 828-349-1280 
20% Of/ Spring Awakening Facial - $140

A seasonal brightening treatment designed to refresh 
and renew winter-worn skin. 

This rejuvenating facial includes a deep double cleanse, 
strawberry enzyme exfoliation, lymphatic drainage massage 

with gua sha which aids any seasonal allergy congestion, 
antioxidant strawberry mask, rose-infused hand treatment, and 
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, Packages not included 

...NOISE continued from page 1
to take a look at our current noise and nui-
sance ordinances. As they’re written and 
enforced right now, they can conflict with 
each other, and that’s leading to confusion 
for both officers and the public,” she said.

She said the noise ordinance is pretty 
clear. Officers respond to complaints, 
measure the sound, and check if  it goes 
over the set decibel limit. 

“That part makes sense — it’s objec-
tive, it’s measurable, and it gives everyone 
a clear standard,” said Holland. “The issue 
comes in when the sound doesn’t exceed 
that limit, but the complaints keep coming 
in. At that point, enforcement often shifts 
over to the nuisance ordinance.”

The problem is that the nuisance or-
dinance is much more subjective. 

It basically says that if  a noise bothers 
a “reasonable person,” it can be consid-
ered a disturbance. That means someone 
can be following the noise ordinance, stay-
ing under the legal limit, and still end up 
getting warned or cited because the noise 
is bothering someone with the two being 
assessed by different standards.

“One is based on actual measure-
ments, and one is based on perception. 
And that puts officers in a tough posi-

tion,” she said. “They’re expected to rely 
on the meter one minute, and then per-
sonal judgment the next.”

Which causes confusion for the of-
ficers and for residents, she said.

“People don’t really know what the 
rule is — whether they need to stay un-
der the decibel limit or just hope nobody 
complains,” she said. “Plus, similar situa-
tions can end up being handled different-
ly depending on the officer or the com-
plaint. That’s not good for consistency, 
and it can make enforcement feel unfair.”

Holland suggested trying to align the 
two ordinances, so they line up and work 
together instead of  against each other. 

She said one option could be tight-
ening up the definition — something like 
“unreasonable intrusive noise” — and 
tying it more clearly to things that can be 
measured, like decibel levels, time of  day, 
and how long the noise is going on.

Commissioners agreed to send the 
ordinances to Town Attorney Nick Tos-
co and ask him to work on them to make 
them more objective and less subjective 
while weighing issues that arise in resi-
dential areas and those that arise in com-
mercial zones where residents live.  

...FIRE TAX continued from page 1

• See FIRE TAX page 6

fighters.
Before making the mandatory fire tax 

request from the county, Chief  Gearhart 
said it was important the public and the 
county understood the need for the in-
crease specifically to finance a new fire 
truck loan, hire three more full-time fire-
fighters, and cover any increases in salaries 
and insurance.

Before an increase can happen, the 
fire department has to first approve it, 
then the town and finally the county. Since 
the taxpayers pay the increase, the county 
always weighs in.

Gearhart explained that the 2.5-cent 
increase from the current 1.91 cents to 
4.41-cents per $100 valuation would bring 
in $2,676,623 annually and would enable 
the department to finance a needed truck 
for 60-72 months at $200,000, but also 
plan for future trucks on a CIP plan, hire 
three more full-time firemen so there are 
three per shift rather than two, service the 
remaining debt on the fire department 
building which is $612,000 per year for 
another four years and other expenses.

Currently, the Highlands Township 
has the lowest fire tax in the county, with 
the increase it would have the second low-
est. Gearhart said he didn’t foresee the 

need for another increase for several 
years. 

The current rate of  1.91 cents per 
$100 valuation has been in effect since 
the ’23-’24 budget year.

Town Manager Ward said the new 
rate would bring in a little more than is 
needed; whereas the current rate isn’t 
covering expenses.

County Commissioner Shearl stated 
from the onset that he wasn’t for the in-
crease and said though they didn’t want 
to come to the meeting, he had heard 
from several citizens who told him they 
were against it, too.

He said he didn’t want the increase 
to finance equipment, but rather person-
nel and didn’t think three more firefight-
ers would solve the problem of  waning 
volunteers which is being felt by depart-
ments across the county and the nation. 

Though Highlands trucks and 
equipment are aging out at 22 and 23 
years old, Shearl said his research indi-
cated that trucks were good for 30 years 
so questioned the need right now.

“We tax citizens for what is truly 
needed to function,” he said. “Is a new 
fire truck really needed? We need to make 
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114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742 

AndreaGabbard@gmail.com
Recognized as one of the top 100 Agents 

in NC *RealTrends’

66 Summit Trail, Highlands 
$2,375,000  • MLS# 1002246 

4 Woodland Lane,Highlands 
$1,300,000 • MLS# 1001756

354 Flat Mountain Estates Road,Highlands
 $2,999,000 • MLS#  1002567

•Here’s the Thing•

Bud Katz

War! What Is It good for?

Absolutely nothing, says 
the lyrics to a 1970 hit 
by Edwin Starr. And yet, 

once again, here we are, at war. 
This time, it’s us and Israel ver-
sus Iran. 

In the years between then 
and now, United States volunteer 
service men and women have 
been sent into action dozens of  
times in southeast Asia, the Ca-
ribbean, Central America, East-
ern Europe, and the Middle East. 

Except for September 11th, 2001, 
when 18 Saudi Arabian terrorists knocked 
down the World Trade Center towers in 
New York City, in no other circumstance 
were we attacked or invaded. As a veteran 
of  the U.S. Air Force during the Vietnam 
Era, I think it’s fair for me to ask, why does 
it seem we are always in, or looking to get 
in to some kill-or-be-killed situation some-
where in the world? Haven’t we heard, 
way more than once, that we are NOT the 
world’s police force?

There was no inciting event perpetrat-
ed by Iran on either the U.S. or Israel, un-
less you consider the 1979 revolution which 
began with the taking of  the U.S. embassy 
in Tehran, and the taking of  American hos-
tages for 444 days. In which case, it’s fair 
to wonder why it’s taken so long for us, or 
Israel, to respond. 

There was no Pearl Harbor bombing. 
There were no planes crashing into build-
ings either in New York or Washington, or 
in Jerusalem. This time, we and the Israeli 
Defense Forces fired first. 

Is it now OK for one person to start 
a war with another sovereign nation? The 
U.S. Constitution (Article 1, Section 8) 
gives the prerogative to declare war solely 
to Congress. I suppose we shouldn’t con-
cern ourselves too much about that. After 
all. the U.S. has sent troops into action over 
100 times since WWII without congressio-
nal approval. And that includes full-scale 
operations in Korea and Vietnam. And 
you might recall, Korea was referred to as 
a ‘conflict,’ while Vietnam was called a ‘po-
lice action.’ I suppose because we didn’t call 
them wars then they weren’t really wars.

We’re still not the world’s police force, 
right? So, again, why is this OK?

Here’s the thing. We do have the kind 
of  relationship with Israel, still, after nearly 
80 years and the only functioning democ-
racy in the Middle East, that offers U.S. 

military assets in support should 
they be attacked. Now, we didn’t 
commit troops in either 1967 (the 
Six Day war), or 1973 (the Yom 
Kippur war) when Israel was di-
rectly attacked by one or more 
neighboring states. They didn’t 
need our help. We didn’t send 
troops or provide other direct on 
the ground support when Hamas 
launched the October 7, 2023, 
attack on Israeli civilians from 

Gaza. 
What’s different about now?
Another intriguing facet of  this war at 

this time against this “enemy” is that Iran 
has a not so silent partner this battle.

Russia has been, for decades, a huge 
supporter of  Iran. 

We all know that Russia launched a 
full-scale invasion of  Ukraine in February 
of  2022. We provided and still provide mili-
tary assistance to Ukraine in their defense 
of  ongoing Russian aggression. We’ve tried 
repeatedly to convince Russia to halt its inva-
sion of  its neighbor. Russia ignores us. While 
Russia remains the main military and intel-
ligence supporter of  Iran, Iran is the prin-
cipal sponsor of  Hamas and Hezbollah, its 
two terrorist proxies against Israel. As I write 
this, Russia still provides Iran with both mili-
tary hardware and intelligence assistance. Is 
anyone concerned that they might get in-
volved? I’m just asking.

I’d hoped this war of  choice would have 
ended in days, or even weeks, as was repeat-
edly indicated by our Administration. I fear 
we haven’t considered Iran’s willingness to 
close the Straits of  Hormuz and hold 20% 
of  the world’s oil hostage. Nor have we con-
sidered Iran’s willingness to keep the fight-
ing going because they have a different view 
of  things like war and death than we do. I’m 
also not sure our strategic interests and those 
of  Israel are in total alignment. 

Edwin Starr was right. I fear we are in 
for yet another long, deadly, and ultimately 
good-for-nothing slog. Stay tuned.

• Bruce F. “Bud” Katz, and his wife, Lynn, 
have lived year-round in Highlands since 2011. 
Bud is the author of  four novels and a work of  
non-fiction. He facilitates the Highlands Writers 
Group and spends much of  his time in front of  a 
computer making words into sentences, sentences into 
paragraphs, … etc. You can contact Bud, regarding 
this column or for information about the Highlands 
Writers Group, at brucefkatzauthor@gmail.com. 
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 Deborah “Bee” Gleeson 
404.307.1415 

BeeGlee4@Gmail.com 
and

Pat Gleeson
828.782.0472 

PatrickGleeson4@Gmail.com
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Broker | Realtor® | 404.307.1415

BeeGlee4@Gmail.com

Pat Gleeson
Broker | Realtor® | 828.782.0472
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Jessica Haberkern
Broker | Realtor® | 254.718.7494

JessHaberkern@Gmail.com

HighlandsCashiersCIRE.com | 210 North Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741

Mountain Living ... 
begins with 

conversation and a 
cup of coffee. 

HOP INTO A GREAT INVESTMENT PROPERTY FOR EASTER! 

FOR SALE 
556 SHORTOFF RD, HIGHLANDS, NC 28741 
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‘We Need a Home in the Mountains…
 “I’m in a hurry to get things done… oh I… rush and rush until life’s no fun”  (Alabama)

So, you’re in a hurry.
Need Dinner, there’s Door-

Dash.  Need a reservation, go to 

are too many clicks 
ruling your day?  
Thankfully, buying 
and selling real estate 
is best served by the 
“human element,” 
and it’s alive and well 
and frankly a real ne-
cessity in Highlands 
and Cashiers.  There’s 
no amount of  Zil-
low, Trulia, realtor.
com, enhanced pho-
tography, listing lingo, 
“realtor-speak,” or 
advertising claims that 
can take the place of  
an in-person conver-
sation, an in-the-car 
showing, a fair-mind-
ed-value-driven and 
respectful negotiation 
between buyer and 

seller to reach a mutually beneficial trans-
action. The good news is there are 321 
professional real estate Brokers here to 
help you.

In his book The Ruthless Elimina-
tion of  Hurry John Mark Comer says it 
like this; “The good of  being delivered 
from hurry is not simply pleasure; but the 
ability to do calmly and effectively, with 
strength and joy, that which really mat-
ters.”

In closing, we hope you’ll make this 
coming Friday a “Good Friday,” give 
thanks to the Savior, and celebrate Easter 
Sunday with family and friends.

• Pat and Bee Gleeson along with Jes-
sica Haberkern are proud to be with a team of  
“Helpers” and Real Estate Brokers at Christie’s 
International Real Estate Highlands-Cashiers. 
You can reach us at 828.782.0472. Please stop 
by for coffee and conversation (210 N. 5th Street 
in Downtown Highlands).

OpenTable.  Need a ride, use Uber.  Need 
to place a bet, try FanDuel.  Need a job, 
see indeed.com.  Writing something/

anything, it’s Chat-
GPT. Need groceries 
or practically anything, 
Amazon is your friend.  

But if  considering 
a home in Highlands 
or Cashiers, I propose 
that you meet in-per-
son with a professional 
Real Estate Broker.

Face it, over time 
the “human element” 
of  transacting almost 
everything is evaporat-
ing, and is being re-
placed by apps, clicks, 
bots, and AI-assisted 
chats all designed to 
create hurry and anxi-
ety.  A sampling of  
recent Wall Street Jour-
nal stories about the 
impact of  AI says this; 
“Those who regularly use ChatGPT end 
up with extra time for gaming, social me-
dia, and video streaming” … Oh joy!  And 
this; “I’ve been sleeping less lately because 
of  AI anxiety, thinking there’s no turn-
ing back and this could quickly get out of  
control.”  And perhaps the scariest from 
an Atlanta Mom; “It scares the s___ out 
of  me, our schools are grossly unprepared 
for this.”  

There’s a reason AI begins with “arti-
ficial.”  There’s no “human element,” only 
an algorithm.  There’s no taking the time 
to think for yourself, only keywords or a 
combination of  keywords to create for 
you versus from you.  My point is that too 
much hurry is not healthy.  Arnold Palmer 
once said; “If  you want to play better golf, 
the key is better tempo, and the start of  
better tempo is to drive slower to the golf  
course.”  Think about that.  

Are you in a hurry, lost your tempo, 

...FIRE TAX continued from page 4
sure you spend taxpayers’ dollars on what 
is needed to provide fire service and give 
the fire and EMS department the tools 
they need. What we need is manpower.”

Commissioner Patterson said Gear-
hart’s long-term CIP plan is to have a reg-
ular schedule for equipment replacement 
versus waiting for something to blow up 
and break down.

Though according to statistics men-

tioned by Shearl, Commissioner Pierson 
said due to the terrain, trucks are strained 
more in the Highlands Township than in 
a typical department. 

Highlands Fire & Rescue covers a 
69-sq. mile area from Highlands to Gold-
mine, Highlands to the Georgia state line, 
Highlands to the Jackson County line, 
from Highlands to Bull Pen, Highlands 

• See FIRE TAX page 10
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BERKSHIRE 
HATHAWAY 
HOMESERVICES 

Just half a block from Main Street, this gated Highlands community offers an exclusive 
gated community of only 11 homes. Each residence blends mountain modern 
design with ref ined luxury f inishes. Spacious floorplans include a main level 
primary suite, multiple f ireplaces, sunroom, and car storage. A rare chance to secure 
new construction in one of Highlands' most coveted in town settings. Only 7 
opportunities remain. Contact us for more information and to secure your mountain 
life at Sanctuary on First. 

MEADOWS MOUNTAIN 
REALTY 

C:2026 BHH Af'flli11tes, LLC. An independently owned and operated fr1mchtsee of BHH Affll111tes, LLC Berkshire H11thaway HomeServices 1md the 
Ber1Gh1re Hathaway HomeSeMces symbol are registered service marks of Columbia Insurance Company; 11 Berkshire Hathaway af!'i111'te Equal 
Housing Opportunity lnform11t1on not verified or guaranteed If your home rs currently listed With II Broker, this ts not intended as II sohcrtat10n 

Contact Us at 828-526-1717 
Learn More at MeadowsMountainRealty.com 
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•Highlands Dining•

Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p • Sun. 11a to 7p 
Closed Tuesdays

828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
at Highlander Mountain House 

Open for 
LUNCH

Wednesday-Saturday
11:30-3p

Open for
SUNDAY BRUNCH

with Blue Grass music
10a-3p

Open for 
DINNER

Wednesday-Saturday
5:30-9p

highlandermountainhouse.com
290 Main Street • Highlands • 828-526-2590

Now serving wine, 
beer & coffee! 

Open to the public!

Coffee Bar 8a to 4p daily
Wine/Beer Bar:
Thurs-Sat 5-10p

208 N. 5th St. • Village Square • Next to Pine St. Park

Sandwich shop and 
gourmet food market

Open Year-Round
Mon.-Fri.. 11:30a to 4p 

Sat., noon-4

The Secret Garden

Call (828) 305-7509 to place a pick-up order.
Catering and Custom Charcuterie

Courtyard and Indoor seating!Courtyard and Indoor seating!

Tuck into Tasty Mexican Favorites  
& the Best Margaritas in Highlands

Host your next party at Highlands Burrito  
for birthdays, game days & more!
CALL 828-526-9313 TO BOOK

DINE IN OR TAKE IT TO GO 
226 South 4th Street, Highlands, NC

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round
Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Lunch: 11a-3:30p 
Dinner: 

5:30p - closed
No Dinner Sundays

Open 6 Days 
Closed Wednesdays

828-482-1513 
462 Dillard Road, Highlands 

(across from Dusty’s)

Open 
Breakfast: 7-10a
Lunch: 11a-3p 

Dinner: 
Thurs., Frl., & Sat. 5-8p

828-526-0803 
20 Old Mud Creek Road

Scaly Mountain, NC

Chef Danny Magliocca

Dining Hours
Thursday - Saturday

5pm - close
BYOB

Classic Italian dishes, 
thoughtfully prepared with 

the finest ingredients  
reflecting the heart and soul 

of Italian cuisine.

Empanadas • Tequenos • Roasted Chicken 
Gyro • Salads • Pitas • Burgers • Philly Cheese 

Steak • Susan’s Rueben • Italian Sausage 
Appalachian Fries • Onion Rings

Shrimp Gumbo • Soups, and more!
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•Dining•

Open for our 37th Season

531 Smallwood Ave. 828-526-9419 Highlands

828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com
US 64w • Highlands

43 Years of Fine Dining
NOW
OPEN

Tuesday - Saturday

5:30-9p 

Come join 
Pastors Richard Salmonson 

and Dan Robinson 
and the 

Congregations 
of the Shortoff and 

Central Baptist Churches
for

Sunrise Service at 7:15 a.m.
Followed by Breakfast 

and 
Morning Worship Service.

Corner of Highway 64 East and 
Buck Creek Road.  

•News from Boliva•
From rags to riches – a month in Bolivia

By Dr. John Baumrucker
The Highlands Bolivian Mission began 28 years 

ago in 1998 and a lot has changed in that time. 
The mission began as a medical mission and 

brought over one million dollars’ worth of  medical 
equipment to this poor, underdeveloped country. Oil 
and gas were discovered in 2005, and the proceeds 
of  that find went to develop the infrastructure of  
the country, including funding hospitals and building 
roads. 

The focus of  the mission changed to building 
houses, evangelical projects and ultimately, building a 
foster home for street boys. Opened in 2005, the home 
has expanded to include a carpentry shop, two dor-

mitories and an eight-bed guest house where the boys 
learn to run a business. 

A four-bedroom structure was finished last year to 
provide living space for the boys who choose to stay 
on and finish their university education. Several of  our 
“graduates” have gone on to start businesses, get mar-
ried and have children. Education and a strong upbring-
ing have made a big difference in these boys’ lives.

This month-long visit has been full of  challenges. 
Due to the poor economy, and very long lines to get 
gasoline, because the government allowed badly refined 
petroleum products into the country. Bolivia is a net ex-
porter of  oil products, but doesn’t refine any. 

Due to the badly refined petroleum products, tens 
of  thousands of  vehicles were damaged, including 
the mission’s aging van, that was used to transport the 
children to school and other events. It was also used 
to transport food, both purchased and donated to the 
home.

The van was in poor shape after 15 years of  use and 
wear and tear navigating poorly maintained dirt roads 
and using bad gasoline that ruined the engine. A new 
van was purchased to replace the old one. When the 
old one is repaired, it will be sold to help reduce the 
cost of  the new purchase. Due to the influence of  our 
local board of  directors in Montero, we were able to 
get a good deal on a new Toyota van and the favorable 

exchange rate made it possible to buy the $64,000 van 
for only $44,000!

 The boys continue to make wooden pens and 
other turned products that are sold at the Mountain-
Top Rotary Craft Show and Saturday’s Farmer’s Market 
both in KH-Founders Park on Pine Street. In addition 
to learning a skill, they have fun exploring their creative 
spirit. Education is always the focus of  their work here 
at the foster home.

We hope to have volunteer groups come in the fall 
this year. With the Guest House, this is not a “hard mis-
sion trip.” No sleeping in tents or dealing with wild ani-
mals. All rooms have private baths and air-conditioning. 
For more information contact me, John Baumrucker.

Highands community’s mission continues

The president of the local foundation board with Mary 
Adair Trumbly, the administrator of the foster home and 
Dr. John with the new van.

The boys of the home with the new oven which replaced 
the one that was first used in 2005
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Bringing you service that exceeds 
your expectations. 

Two distinct listings with exceptional Blue Valley views - a 
four-bedroom home and a separate 34+ acre parcel with 
multiple building sites. both offering long-range vistas and 
bordering Nantahala National Forest. 

Shcr\'I \\'ilson 
Broker 
sherylwilsonnc@gmail.com 
C. (828) 337.0706 

Current soccer field at Highlands School

Proposed soccer field on the track field at Highlands School.

Highlands School head coach, Brett 
Lamb who also attended the meeting 
said “the can has been kicked down the 
road long enough.”

“It’s time to move forward with 
something, so we know what we need to 
do,” he said.

Lamb said he has had to cancel or 
postpone the girls soccer games this 
spring season due to an unplayable field 
– once due to too much rain and once 
due to a frozen field which is common 
when the spring soccer season starts up. 

“An opponent twisted an ankle 
due to field conditions and that coach 
stopped the game,” he said.

Weller said the issue of  grass vs. turf  
still persists, even though schools and 
colleges across the country are moving 
to artificial turf. In Highlands’ case drain-
age through a flat “artificial turf ” system 
would evacuate the drainage from the 
field. 

Weller presented three field location 
scenarios – Zachary Field at Buck Creek, 
the school’s track field and the current 
field.

According to Weller, track vs. cur-

rent location are pretty even. An engi-
neered plan by a civil engineer for drainage 
either at the track site or the current site, 
would cost between $45,0000-$65,000.

“In both cases artificial turf  costs 
would be about $1 million not including 
the cost of  drainage improvements,” he 
said. 

However, regarding the track field 
location, the field house and bathrooms 
and concession stand would have to be 
removed and rebuilt in a new location per-
haps near the triangular parking areas next 
to Wahoo Trail, but setbacks would have 
to be determined by a professional.

Also, fencing and retaining would 
need to be reworked along the street, so 
the track field scenario wouldn’t be a mon-
ey-saving proposition.

Plus, Lamb said moving the soc-
cer field to the track would eliminate the 
school’s track and therefore the program.

The county and at one point – even 
some BOE members – thought moving 
the school’s soccer field to Zachary Field 
at Buck Creek was a good solution, but 
there isn’t enough flat property to con-

...SOCCER continued from page 1

• See SOCCER page 21

...FIRE TAX continued from page 6
to the top off  Cold Mountain Road off  
Buck Creek, Highlands to Lick Log Mill 
off   NC 106 and has mutual aid agree-
ments with four other departments – 
Cashiers/Glenville, Satolah, Sky Valley/
Scaly Mountain and Cullasaja Gorge FD.

“They come when we need them and 
we go when they need us,” he said.

Gearhart said calls have increased 
68.33% from 2020 while experiencing 
a decrease in volunteer responses with 
overlapping calls straining manpower. 

An overlapping call is where a sec-
ond call comes in while responding to an 
initial call. 

“Of  the 946 calls in 2025, 154 were 
overlapping which means we need a third 
person per shift so the station can be 
covered while the other two firefighters 
are on call. Also, a third firefighter would 

be able to deploy a second fire appara-
tus out of  the station in the event of  an 
overlapping call,” he said.

Currently, there are two full-time 
firefighters per shift with three shifts. 
They work 48 hours on and 96 hours off. 
Two firefighters respond to each call.

Though Shearl noted the decreasing 
volunteer force across the county and 
the paramount need for paid firefighters, 
and that firefighters needed the tools to 
do their jobs, he wouldn’t say how many 
more firefighters (more than 3) would 
justify, in his mind, Highlands’ request 
for the rate increase – only that he didn’t 
think funding equipment was needed.

A formal request for the increase 
will be made at the Aprill MC Commis-
sion meeting. 
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Chef's Circle

SECURE SEATS

50% of VIP  

sales ticket 

will bene it

The Giving 
Kitchen

MAY 17 • 6-10 PM
With Special Guests from Blue Hound Barbecue & Blue Bike Cafe, Edelweiss Highlands,  

Four65 Woodfire Bistro + Bar, Highlands Smokehouse, Lakeside Restaurant, Madison’s Restaurant, 
Paoletti’s, The Stubborn Bull & The Stubborn Buddha

Dinner Tickets: $198 per person (includes dinner, drinks, shuttle, and gratuity)

VIP EXPERIENCE - ONLY 30 TICKETS AVAILABLE!
Book your Chef’s Circle VIP experience and dinner ticket and enjoy an exclusive 5–6 pm chef meet-and-greet 

featuring a seafood display, passed hors d’oeuvres, full bar access, and a VIP swag bag.
All-inclusive VIP tickets: $288 per person
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Estate Jewelers
of Highlands

MOVING SALE!

356B Main Street
Call: 828-526-1960
Text: 770-856-0825

Email: ejofhighands@gmail.com

Everything 
Except Consignment 

up to 
40% OFF

S...Hop Around!

THE 
FIREWOOD COMPANY

Highlands • Cashiers • Atlanta

828.200.3050 
bobhenritze@gmail.com • www.firewoodcompany.net

By Steve Hott
Head Coach

On Saturday, March 21, 22 
members of  the Highlands Hur-
ricanes traveled to Cullowhee, NC 
to compete in the 5-team 2026 St. 
Patrick’s Day Invitational Swim 
with teams from North Carolina 
and Georgia.  The Hurricanes fin-
ished 2nd.

Leading the way for the Hur-
ricanes was Jr. Olympian Luca 
Maseko who won 4 events, scored 
28 pts., broke a team record, and 
qualified for the 2026 Jr. Olympics 
to be held in Des Moines, IA this 
July.  

Agatha Jestin scored 25.5 
pts and won 2 events.  Jr. Olym-
pian Justin Powell won 3 events 
on his way to 25 pts while fellow 
Jr. Olympian Bella Batista won 2 
events and contributed 23.5 pts.  
Helix Sharpe-Sutton also won an 
event and had 23.5 pts.  Melanie 
and brother Lucas Zabrian both 
won 2 events, sister scoring 22.5 
and brother 21.5 pts., respectively.  
Stella Kerr also scored 21.5 pts and 
won an event.

The Edwards clan combined 
for 51.5 points (Nehemiah 21, 
Hananiah 16.5, Azariah 10, and 
Estelle 4).  Nehemiah won an 
event and Hananiah won 2.  Zana 
Maseko won an event, brought 
home 19.5 pts and qualified for the 
2026 Jr. Olympics.  Jayce Powell 
scored 19.5 pts.  Valerie Nadzorau 
and Max Jestin both won an event, 
scoring 19 and 18 pts, respective-
ly.  Jr. Olympian Ian Batista won 
an event and contributed 16 pts.  
Addyson Cannon and Katherine 
Wise scored 10 and 9.5 pts.  Victo-
ria Nadzorau and Blakely Hedden 
brought home 8 and 4 pts, respec-
tively,  Senna Sherrill was unable to 
swim due to an ankle injury.

The Highlands Hurricanes is 
a Highlands Recreation Park Team 
that practices in the evenings at the 
Highlands Recreation Park Pool.  
The only requirement to join is that 
a prospective swimmer must be 
able to swim 25 yards (the length 
of  the rec park pool) unassisted.  
For more info call 828.421.4121.

Highlands 
Hurricanes 

finish 2nd at St. 
Patrick’s Day 
Invitational



142 Hwy 107 Cashiers, NC • 828-743-8030
Open Year Round Mon-Sat 10-5

Modern MTN Life
Books • Gifts • Her • Home
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(828)421-3546
361 Main St • Highlands

(Next to Annawear)

355 Main Street
(in The Galax Theatre)

526-4660

 	 New New 
SpringSpring

Arrivals!Arrivals!

Don’t miss our  
upstairs SALE room!

(828) 526-5226 
450 Main St. 
Highlands

• Greeting Cards
• Cookware 
• Bakeware 

• Cutlery 
• Gadgets 
• Tabletop 
• Stemware 

Gourmet Kitchenware
• Free People • THML 

	 • Mother Denim 
• Michael Stars 

 	 • Vintage Havana
	  Jeans by:
 	 Joes • AG 
 	  	 • Citizens 	
	  •        • Hudson 	
	  • Mother
	     Shoes by:
	  • Gola Sneakers
		  • Diba 		
	  • Blowfish 
		  • Matisse

338 Main St. • Highlands 
828-526-4777 828-526-3160

NEW 
SPRING 

ARRIVALS!
Check out our 

fabulous 
Clearance Corner

A Highlands tradition since 1940
Our 86th season on Main Street

S...Hop All Around this weekend!

 • Tinctures 
and oils
• Hemp 
products

• Jewelry/
accessories
• Felt decor

• Dream-
catchers

• Local art
• Candles



Highlands United Methodist Church 
www.highlandsmethodist.org 

 Holy Thursday Service 
April 2nd at 5:30pm in the sanctuary 

Good Friday Service 
April 3rd at 5:30pm in the sanctuary 

Easter Sunday 
Sunday) April 5th 

Sunrise Service at the Easter Cross on the front lawn 
at lam 

Easter WorJhip Services � 9:09 & 11 am 
Potluck Easter Brunch� 10am in in the F&FC 
Easter Egg Hunt � 10: 15 am on the fi·ont lawn 
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First Baptist Church, Highlands Easter Services 7:15am - Sunrise Service on church grounds 10:45am - Church Service in Fellowship Hall 
220 Main St, Highlands, NC 28741 

Phone: (828) 526-4153 

•Biz/Org News•

From left: Rotarian Jim Oesterle, Parent Jonathan Austin; Rotarian Gary Bauer, Rotarian Bob 
Baxter, Rotarian and Bingo Caller Chris Wilkes; Jackpot Winner Charlie Wilkes; Rotary Bingo 
Game Coordinator Tim Dearth; Jane Jerry, Jackpot Winner; PTO Vice President Rebecca Ivey; 
PTO Treasurer Maxine Smith; Parents Sydney Harris and Maci Bears.

Luck O’ The Irish Benefits Highlands 
School PTO on March 20

Members of  the Highlands School PTO decorated two rooms at the Recreation 
Center with shamrocks, gold coins, green beads, and small leprechaun hats for its Rotary 
Bingo night on March 20.  Sponsors Berkshire Hathaway, Bryson Grading and Paving, 
Highlands Kids, Calder’s, Primary Restaurant and Bar, The Southern Way, and Highlands 
Tavern ensured the evening was paved with green. An enthusiastic crowd of  parents, 
teachers, students, and community members helped the Parent Teacher Organization 
raise $5,718 at the event. Jackpot winners Charlie Wilkes and Jane Jerry shared the $250 
grand prize, and Jerry contributed her winnings to the PTO. The Highlands School PTO 
works to provide financial and volunteer support to students and educators. For more 
information about how you can support the PTO’s work, see https://www.facebook.
com/p/Highlands-School-PTO-100095127082013/
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•HS Sports•

Brett Lamb 
Highlands School 
Athletic Director

Middle School and High School athletics 
weekly roundup

It was a packed week for 
Highlands athletics, featur-
ing dominant performanc-

es on the golf  course, a historic 
shutout on the soccer pitch, 
and a collection of  top finishes 
in track and field.
Middle School Golf: Mason 
and Highlands Command 

the Green
The Highlands Middle 

School golf  program showed 
incredible depth this week, 
fielding a massive roster of  16 golfers 
and securing top finishes in back-to-
back outings.

On Monday, March 23, at The Or-
chard, the team competition ended in a 
rare three-way tie. However, Brynn Ma-
son stood alone at the top of  the lead-
erboard, securing the individual victory 
with a stellar score of  42.

The momentum carried into 
Wednesday, March 25, at Sky Valley, 
where Highlands decisively won the 
team competition. Their collective score 
of  141 easily outpaced Tallulah Falls’ 
157. The Highlanders nearly swept the 
top individual spots:Brynn Mason: 2nd 
Place (42), Camden Westendorf: 3rd 
Place (49), Ian Kittrell: 4th Place (50), 
Blake Kenter: 5th Place (51)

Soccer: HS Girls Dominate Rival; 
MS Girls Battle Hard

The High School Girls Soccer team 
made a loud statement this week with 
a commanding 8-0 victory over rivals 
Blue Ridge. The “Lady Highlanders” of-
fensive powerhouse was led by Aubree 
Brooks, who found the back of  the net 
four times. Ananbelle Hayes and Jordyn 

Borino also contributed heav-
ily, netting two goals apiece to 
complete the shutout.

On the Middle School side, 
the girls fought to a 1-1 draw 
against Murphy, with Yasmin 
Montalvo scoring the lone goal 
for Highlands. The squad later 
faced a tough Tallulah Falls 
team, dropping the match 2-0.
Track and Field: A Field Day 

for Highlands
Both the Middle School 

boys’ and girls’ track teams secured 4th 
place finishes in their respective meets. 
The Highlanders were particularly domi-
nant in field events and hurdles, bringing 
home several blue ribbons:

Aleks Petric – 100m Hurdles, 1st 
Place; Corena Dearth -- Shot Put & Dis-
cus, 1st Place; Charlie Wilkes – High 
Jump, 1st Place; Jensen Bowers – Triple 
Jump, 1st Place; Valentina Gomez – 200 
Meters, 2nd Place

Other notable performances includ-
ed a 3rd place finish for Charlie Wilkes 
in the 1600m and a 3rd place finish for 
Corena Dearth in the Triple Jump. The 
relay teams also stayed competitive, with 
the Boys 4x200m taking 2nd and both the 
Boys and Girls 4x100m teams clinching 
3rd.

High School Golf: Conner Breaks 
Top Five

The High School Golf  team trav-
eled to The Ridges this week, facing stiff  
competition. The team earned a solid 
4th place finish overall. Individually, Sam 
Conner led the Highlanders, carding a 
strong round to finish 5th among all 
competitors.

The Highlands 
Middle School golf pro-
gram showed incredible 
depth this week, fielding 

a massive roster of 16 
golfers and securing top 
finishes in back-to-back 

outings.
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Contact: (706) 782-0478

162 Legacy Point Clayton, GA 30525

www.mountainlakesmedicalcenter.com / www.mlmcphysiciansgroup.com 

CONNECT

Dr. Erica McVey, 
Audiologist University 

of Texas 

Dr. Keith Jackson, MD, 
ENT Emory University 

and  Medical College of 
Georgia 

Ear, Nose and Throat (ENT) Audiology Care 

All in One Location!

322 Main St • Highlands 
828-482-1112

Introducing Massage Therapist
Vickie Franco to Highlands

Call now to book your service.
Offering 
• Traditional 

Swedish Massage
• Deep Lymph Flushing Massage

Specializing in:
• Craniosacral Therapy 

• Myofascial Release Therapy

LMBT # 20596

that building exceeds the 35-foot maxi-
mum building height. For that matter, 
a number of  homes in Highlands meet 
the 35-foot requirement on one side 
only to have a higher side on a slope. 
Applying the 35-foot requirement to all 
sides of  a building in this mountainous 
topography would result in some rather 
unusual architectural designs.

I also suspect the high cost of  
building in Highlands was correlated 
with the size of  the new hotel. Cer-
tainly, the developers evaluated the con-

struction costs, size, scope, and potential 
return on their investment. But I don’t 
know for sure, since I wasn’t involved in 
any aspect of  planning or permitting for 
the building. The only thing I told one of  
the developers was to develop a plan that 
they believed met all the zoning and code 
requirements, and the town’s review pro-
cess. I did promise that the town process 
would provide an approval or denial in a 
timely manner, which was done.

As for the demolition of  the Play-
house and Soda Shop properties, I know 

there are sentimental associations with 
their past uses, but the buildings had 
outlived their functionality. Especially 
regarding the Playhouse, there had been 
concerns for years about its safety in 
hosting large public gatherings. The town 
had studied the issue, brought in outside 
experts, and decided that the millions of  
dollars required to bring the Playhouse 
up to code outweighed its preservation 
and repurposing. The private owner of  
the soda shop property reached a similar 
conclusion regarding that corner prop-
erty.

While I am an advocate of  planned 

development and zoning, I also believe 
in property rights and equal protec-
tion under the law. If  a property owner 
meets all the town’s development re-
quirements, they have the right to use 
their property as they wish. And yes, 
that will inevitably bring change to the 
community. Frankly, that process has 
been ongoing in Highlands since its 
founding.

...MAYOR continued from page 2

Bronze sculpture • Paintings 
Vintage & Antique Collectables & 

Furniture • Costume Jewelry

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring
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CHURCH OF THE 
INCARNATION 

HHOOLLYY  WWEEEEKK  &&  EEAASSTTEERR 
PPAALLMM  SSUUNNDDAAYY  

March 29 10:30 AM

MMAAUUNNDDYY  TTHHUURRSSDDAAYY 

April 2 at 6:00 PM 

GGOOOODD  FFRRIIDDAAYY 

April 3 at Noon 

TTHHEE  GGRREEAATT  VVIIGGIILL  OOFF  EEAASSTTEERR 

April 4 at 8:00 PM 

EEAASSTTEERR  DDAAYY  

April 5 at 9:00 AM & 11 :00 AM 

520 Main Street, Highlands, NC 

incarnationwnc.org 

Highlands Performing Arts Center Announces 2026 Concert Season
12-concert lineup brings bluegrass, Broadway, Motown, and holiday favorites to the Plateau

•Upcoming Events•

The Highlands Performing Arts 
Center (PAC) has announced its up-
coming concert season, a thoughtfully 
curated lineup of  12 performances cele-
brating the rich musical traditions of  the 
region while bringing acclaimed artists 
from across the country to the Plateau.  

PAC Executive Director Jeanne Pi-
azza reflected on the series saying,  “I am 
especially thrilled about this year’s Con-
cert Series. Our 2026 lineup celebrates 
extraordinary musicianship, unforgetta-
ble performances, and something for ev-
ery artistic taste. We welcome the dynam-
ic bluegrass energy of  Balsam Range, 
the powerful harmonies of  The Texas 
Tenors, and the dazzling vocal talent of  
The Barricade Boys. Audiences will also 
enjoy the soulful nostalgia of  Memories 
of  Motown, the uplifting sound of  Nu-
Blu, the exciting showmanship of  Chris 
Norton, and so much more!”

The season opens in May with Bal-
sam Range, one of  the most respected 
bluegrass groups to emerge from West-
ern North Carolina. Known for blend-
ing traditional roots with a contempo-
rary sound, the band sets the tone for 
a season that celebrates regional music 
while welcoming diverse influences. Lat-
er in May, The Texas Tenors, the most 
successful music group in the history of  
America’s Got Talent, bring their pow-
erful blend of  classical training, country 
influences, and contemporary favorites 
to the PAC stage.

Summer programming continues 

with Three American Troubadours, a 
tribute to the music of  James Taylor, 
Carole King, and Carly Simon, celebrat-
ing an era defined by thoughtful lyrics 
and enduring melodies. As summer tran-
sitions into fall, Memories of  Motown 
brings the energy and soul of  classic 
hits from Motown Records to life with 
powerhouse vocals, dynamic horns, and 
a tight rhythm section.

Bluegrass remains a cornerstone 
of  PAC programming. In September, 
Nu-Blu, a North Carolina–based group 
known for exceptional musicianship and 
modern arrangements, continues that 
tradition. October welcomes an inter-
national flair with The Barricade Boys, 
whose West End background and dy-
namic harmonies deliver fresh interpre-
tations of  Broadway classics and con-
temporary songs.

The fall lineup also features tributes 
to iconic American sounds. Chi-Town 
Transit Authority recreates the music 
of  Chicago with remarkable precision, 
while Damn Tall Buildings offers a more 
intimate and reflective performance 
blending folk, bluegrass, and original 
songwriting.

As the holiday season approaches, 
the PAC stage turns festive. Chris Nor-
ton showcases his talents as both vocalist 
and trumpeter, followed by Hotel Cali-
fornia, a nationally recognized tribute to 
Eagles. The season continues with Mark 
O’Connor’s Appalachian Christmas, 
blending beloved holiday music with Ap-

palachian string traditions, and concludes 
with the festive program A Candlelight 
Celtic Christmas.

More than a series of  performances, 
the PAC concert season offers opportu-
nities for the community to gather, listen, 
and connect through music. Surrounded 
by the natural beauty of  the Highlands 

Plateau, these concerts provide a cul-
tural centerpiece that brings audiences 
together throughout the year.

Public ticket sales begin April 1. 
For tickets and full performance details, 
visit highlandsperformingarts.com.

About the Highlands Performing 
Arts Center

Balsam 
Range, 
one of 

the most 
respected 
bluegrass 
groups to 

emerge 
from 

Western 
North 

Carolina 
is up first 

at PAC.
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• See SPIRITUALLY page 21

Spiritually Speaking 
 • Places to Worship •

BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor 706-782-3965
Sundays: School:10 a.m. , Worship:11 

Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.

BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 
CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Rev. Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298
Sundays: School at 9:30; Worship 10:30

 GRACE CHAPEL ON HIGH HOLLY
9615 Dillard Rd Scaly Mountain, N C.

Pastor Steve Kerhoulas. http://www.Graceonhighholly.com
Sunday School 9:45; Worship 11; Prayer Service Wed 5:30p 

Men’s and Women’s Bible Study throughout the week 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

The Rev’d Dr. Marc Robertson & Rev. Nick McGee
464 U.S. Hwy. 64E, Cashiers, NC 

CAC@christanglicancashiers.org • 828-743-1701
Sunday: Adult Christian Ed, 9:15a; Holy Eucharist, 10:30a; 

Fellowship 11:45a; Wed: Bible Study/Contemplative Prayer, 5p
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY. CASHIERS
Pastor Jacob Tedder • Jacob@cashiers.church • 743-5470 

www.cashiers.church
Sun. 10:45a; Wed Study5:15p supper and childcare.

CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH

www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC • Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  

Sun: Service 10:45am, Children’s 10:30am
Wed.: Youth 5:30-7pm; Women’s Bible Study: Mon. 4:30pm, Tues. 

10am; Men’s Bible Study: Wed. & Thurs. 7am @ Zookeeper 
Bistro

EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev. W. Bentley Manning, Rector • 526-2968

5th and Main streets • www.incarnationwnc.org
Sunday: Rite I, spoken, 8 am in Chapel, Rite II with Choir 10:30 

am in Sanctuary, Wed: Healing Eucharist 12 pm in Chapel, 
Morning Prayer: Mon-Thurs 8:30 am in Chapel

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org

Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor • 220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Women’s 10:30 am
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Rev. Emily Wilmarth, pastor, Rev. Kelley Connelly Asso. Pastor
828-526-3175 • fpchighlands.org

Sun.: Adult Ed.: 10a; Worship 11a.; Tues: Men’s Group 10a;
 Wed: Bell Choir 4p. Chancel Choir:5:30p
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH

(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 
Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am

GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship

242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville. NC • 743-2729 • Nathan Johnson

Sunday: School 9:45a. Worship 11a & 7p. Bible Study 6p
Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.

HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  

Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays: Worship:11 
HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Dan Robinson • 11339 Buck Creek Road
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily 

sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a. & 6p. Wednesday Worship is 6p
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

 Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376
In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services

 909a Bluegrass and 11a Traditional
 www.highlandsmethodist.org

HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA
2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741

Rev. Ken Langsdrof
Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.

Visit our website: Holy Family Lutheran Highlands NC
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH

8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11. Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.

MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
Franklin • 828-634-1312 • mountainsynagoguewnc.com.
Services: 1st Fri. and 3rd Sat. and Rosh Hashanah & Yom 

Kippur. 
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 

743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church. 4224 Big Ridge 

(4.5 miles from NC 107) 
Weds: Youth Group 6 p.m.; Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; 

OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone – 526-2418
Sat. 4pm 5/24/25-10/25/25; Sun. - 11am 

SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby

Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Richard Salmonson

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
ST. JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

Mass: Sun. 9a (English); Mon. 9:30a (Vatican II in Latin); Tues. 
7p (Spanish); Wed.,9:30a (English)

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: • 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood

Sunday Service (summer): 9am & 11am
Visit our website: www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com 

Our Bazaar Barn supports outreach in the community.
Open Fri & Sat. 11am-3pm

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 
85 Sierra Drive. Franklin • uufranklin.org  

Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers •828-743-2122
Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am

Sr. Pastor 
Gary Hewins
Community Bible Church

Something to 
Consider

Sometimes we can get tossed to and fro by waves 
in the sea of  humanity. Sometimes it’s just too 
stormy, too fast and too much. 

Imagine, as best you can, that you were there that 
day at the “triumphal entry”. The crowds were both 
heavy and boisterous. You are among the throngs, 
trying to peer between people or over people as one 
would at a parade. You just want to see what all the 
activity is about. Distant sounds, once muffled, are 
becoming louder as He approaches your section along 
the road. People are singing and waving their arms like 
a “human wave” making its way around a football sta-
dium. People are praising Him for what He has done, 
and they are praising Him for what they think He will 
do. What you are seeing is quite unusual, people are 
laying their cloaks on the dirt before a “never-been-
ridden-before” donkey transporting the Christ ever 
nearer your location. Those without cloaks are secur-
ing palms from nearby trees to lay on the ground be-
fore Jesus. It’s quite the spectacle. You find yourself  
singing the lyrics most familiar to you.      

Now, really nearing your “space”. The proces-
sion comes to a halt. His head turns and He looks in 
your direction. He is not scanning the crowd. He is 
not looking at you. He is looking into you. Your eyes 
lock. He knows you. The background noise fades, and 
you are momentarily engrossed in a quieted, divine ap-
pointment, a divine connection. You only really see 
Him and He seemingly only sees you.

In that solemn moment, your praise ends, and 
your worship begins. He now matters most, but you 
also know that you matter to Him. Its intimate. You 
are not only a part of  a throng of  people, but you are 
also personally linked. Who is pursuing who in this 
moment? Did you go after Him, or did he come to 
you? It matters not, it’s just you and Him. The An-
cient of  Days, The Lord of  Hosts, values you, enjoys 
your presence and longs to connect with you, if  not 
die for you. Yes, your praise subsides, and your wor-
ship begins. The place where you are standing is, if  
only for a moment, holy ground. In an unexpected, 
life-changing moment you have come to discover your 
lovability in a manner that no other experience in your 
life has ever come close to doing. You are seen, you 
are heard, you are loved.   

He soon passes by, and He will soon pass away. 
You are now indelibly marked by an experience from 
which you will draw hope and meaning for the remain-
der of  your life. People will speak of  Him and His en-
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•Police & Fire Reports•
Highlands Police entries from 

March 27. Only the names of per-
sons arrested, issued a summons/
citation, issued a Class-3 misde-
meanor or those of public officials 
have been used. 

March 27
• At 7 p.m., officers responded to a 

call of a vehicle roll over at Naiad Terrace. 
Accident 1 
March 27
Vehicle 1 was traveling west on US 

64. Vehicle 2 was stopped at the red light 
facing west.

Vehicle 1 failed to stopped and rear-
ended Vehicle 2. Both vehicles came to a 
stop in Pine Street.

Accident 2
Vehicle 1 contacted law enforce-

ment.
Vehicle 1 was traveling east in the 

Wright Square parking lot. Vehicle 2 was 
parked facing north in the Wright Square 
parking lot.

Vehicle 1 made a left turn to park 
facing north and hit Vehicle 2. 

This crash was not reported the 
day it happened and we could not verify 
it, but the owners did agree to the out-

come.
The owners of Vehicle 1 and 2 had a 

crash on March 27 and reported the crash 
on March 29.

• Officers issued 7 Citations and 9 
Warning Tickets.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue log 
from March 24.

March 24
• At 11:33 a.m., the dept. was first-

responders to a location on NC 28 south 
(Walhalla Road).

• At 3:27 p.m., the dept. responded to 
a fire alarm at a residence on Old Rock 
Road but it was cancelled en route.

• At 3:46 p.m., the dept. responded to 
a motor vehicle accident on NC 106 (Dil-
lard Road).

• At 4:30 p.m., the dept. was first-re-
sponders to a residence on Shortoff Road

March 25
• At 5:59 p.m., the dept. was first-re-

sponders to a residence on Buck Creek 
Road.

March 26
• At 3:30 p.m., the dept. responded to 

a motor vehicle accident on NC 106 (Dil-
lard Road).

• At 4:39 p.m., the dept. responded to 

www.Olmhighlands.com

Holy Week Schedule 2026

Our Lady of the Mountains Catholic Church
Highlands

April 2 - Holy Thursday Mass 
OLM - 8 p.m.

April 3 - Good Friday Stations of the Cross 
OLM - 3 p.m.; Confessions - OLM – 4 p.m.

April 4 - Holy Saturday Mass
OLM - 8 p.m.

April 5 - Easter Sunday Mass 
St. Jude Sapphire Valley - 9 a.m.

OLM - 11 a.m.

a motor vehicle accident on Horsecove 
Road.

• At 4:52 p.m. the dept. responded to 
a Co2 alarm at a residence on Hill Road.

March 27
• At 12:03 p.m., the dept., responded 

to a fire alarm at a location on W. Church 
Street.

• At 6:55 p.m., the dept., responded to 
a motor vehicle accident on Naiad Terrace.

March 28
• At 8:23 a.m., the dept. investigated 

the cause of smoke at a residence on 
Bowery Road.

• At 8:44 p.m., the dept. provided mu-
tual aid the Cashiers FD.

March 29
• At 12:39 p.m., the dept. responded 

to a brush fire on Rainbow Road.
• At 5:03 p.m., the dept. was first-re-

sponders to a location on N. 5th Street.
• At 6:39 p.m., the dept. investigated 

the cause of smoke at a residence on Ar-
nold Road

March 30
• At 1:33 p.m., the dept. responded to 

a fire alarm at a location on S. 3rd Street.
• At 3:30 p.m., the dept. responded 

to a motor vehicle accident where utility 
lines were pulled down on N. 4th Street.

• At 3:44 p.m., the dept. responded 
to a possible gas leak at a residence on 
Satolah Road.

• At 9:46 p.m., the dept. responded to 
a motor vehicle accident on US 64 west 
(Franklin Road).

• At 11:50 p.m., the dept. was first-
responders to a location on Log Cabin 
Lane.
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► 828-526-9325 ◄
Generators aren't just a "thing" we do, 

generators are all we do! 

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

2460 Cashiers Road • Highlands 828-526-2395
highlandslawnandgarden.com

Kiln dried 
FIREWOODFIREWOOD
Delivery or pickup

356B MAIN STREET 
ESTATE JEWEL.ERS OF 
HIGHL.ANDS 
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Email_: ejofhighlands@gmail.com P-

#1 Family-Owned in the U.S.

Luxury Home Specialist
Licensed in NC & GA

Al Stoneham
Realtor-Broker

Cell: 828.332.9767
al.stoneham@howardhannatate.com

ALLEN TATE REAL ESTATE

Buck Creek Rd - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Road near the hos-

CHESTNUT STORAGE
Storage Units Available
Secure 24-Hour Access

Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms

Call today to find out why we’re
“Highlands Premier Facility”

828-482-1045 Look for our sign!

LISA THOMPSON
DOG SITTING

• daily drop-in visits
• overnight & extended 

stays
• dog walking

 828.424.4637

Colleen Kerrigan, Broker
615-400-5498

colleen.kerrigan.wnc@gmail.com 

Authenticity, Honesty, Integrity 

Highlands Ollice 210 N. Fifth Street 

      HIGHLANDS 
     CHURCH

   is
       Celebrating Palm Sunday 

   and Easter!

Come join us each Sunday at 8:45 a.m.
• Small group environment

• Casual
• Breakfast included

• LIVE stream ANDY STANLEY 
(NPCC)

For more information and location
Call Bee at 404-307-1415
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•Classifieds•

• Same-day service for most maintenance 
and routine repairs.

• Top-tier diagnostic & programming tools 
– just like the dealer.

•  New tire, alignment & balancing  
equipment for precision and speed.

• Same experienced technicians.

We’re proud to be a family-owned company with 43 years in the 
business, and even prouder to now serve the Highlands community.

~ Bob Saladna, Owner

Here’s what Here’s what 
Highlands Automotive Highlands Automotive 

is all about!is all about!

We service ALL domestic and foreign vehicles. 
Also serving customers in:

Atlanta, GA | Dallas, TX | Houston, TX
Come see the difference.

828-787-2360
2851 Cashiers Road, Highlands

FOR SALE
WATERFALL SOUND HOMESITE. Rare 

2-Acre homesite off Walkingstick Rd. Awesome 
sound of nearby waterfall, private peaceful. Estab-
lished neighborhood of fine homes. 10 minutes 
downtown. Power in Place. $76,000 Highlands So-
theby’s International Realty 561-632-3781. (st. Jan. 
1)

HELP WANTED
THE HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS CHAM-

BER MUSIC FESTIVAL is hiring for the posi-
tion of Administrative Assistant. Excellent salary, vi-
brant atmosphere at the Highlands Performing Arts 
Center. parttime/fulltime. Call 828-526-9060 for an 
appointment. (st. 2/29)

FOR RENT
MIRROR LAKE HOME FOR RENT - July 

Only. 2/2 fully furnished in desirable Mirror Lake 
Community for the month of July. Utilities included 
- $6,000. Email ejmoorejr@yahoo.com, if interested. 
(st. 4/2)

2BD/1BA FURNISHED APT. – 1/4 mile 
from downtown Highlands. $1,600 per month. Small 
pets welcome. 2 people max. Call 404-234-2516. (st. 
3/12)

3 BED, 2 BATH HOUSE FOR RENT. Roll-
ing Acres. $2,500/month. Available now. Huge yard. 
Hardwood floors. All appliances. Qualified dogs OK. 
Outdoor fire pit. Warm, friendly place and neighbor-
hood. Call Dick at 828-200-4264. (st. Dec. 25)

4 BD/3BA FOR RENT HIGHLANDS – 
Updated farm home, located between Highlands & 
Cashiers off Hwy 64. $2,800/month, includes all utili-
ties with high speed wifi. Call Marcy 828-482-4239 
(st. 7/10)

2BD/2BATH SINGLE WIDE $1,100 per 
month internet included. First and last security. Mark 
828-200-0765. (st. 5/29)

SERVICES 
PLATEAU PAINTERS – Interior and exterior 

painting, pressure washing, decks, and sanding and 

staining wood floors. Division of Chatlos Construc-
tion. Fully insured. Free estimates. Call Mike at 828-
200-4071. (6/25)

HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS HANDYMAN – 
Chatlos Construction – Remodels, Additions, Framing, 
Siding, Roofing, Decks, Painting. References. Insured. 
828-200-4071. (6/25)

JUNK REMOVAL – We take anything. Call 
828-200-0492 

CUSTOM WELDING – gates, railings, trailer 
repairs, fencing, hand rails and more. I come to you! 
Call Gavin at 828-200-4219 or email smallgavin26@
gmail.com

MURPHY’S PAINT CO. - interior/exte-
rior painting/sheetrock repair/wallpaper removal/log 
homes/ decks. Insured. Free estimates. 828-332-0525 
or 828- 421-8600. (5/21)

CREATURE COMFORTS – In-House Pet or 
People sitting. Call Peg Ellis. Retired RN. References 
available. 828-200-1028. (st. 11/20)

NEED FURNITURE MOVED OR ANY-
THING HAULED AWAY? Call or text James of 
Going Gone at 828-421-2655. (7/30)

try; they will speak of  His miracles, and they will speak 
of  the throngs that pursued Him. But you connected 
with Him, and you will forever long for the words to 
truly describe His eyes locking with the essence of  who 
you are. Maybe its best that you say nothing at all. Any-
thing that you say that may draw attention to yourself  
seems so amiss. You will never really sing in the same 
manner again.

You now know, you have accessibility to His pres-
ence any time of  any day. No matter your circumstances, 
you can run boldly to the throne of  grace. As you draw 
near to Him, He will draw near to you. He is a rewarder 
of  those who diligently seek Him. In His presence is the 
fullness of  joy. You now know that you can praise Him 
and worship Him in a sanctuary, but you now know that 
in Him you can take sanctuary. He is your Hiding Place.   

Christ is personal. He longs to be personal. Each 
day He longs to connect with you. He wants you more 
as a friend than a servant. He has blessings to share with 
you, inspiration to impart to you, hope to stabilize you 
and love to lavish upon you. There isn’t anything about 
you that He does not know, and He still loves you. He 
is far more interested in where you are in relationship to 
Him than what you have or haven’t done.    

This Holy Week, He desires that you see Him for 
who He truly is. He is pursuing you, are you pursuing 
Him? Should you have any area of  your life that is dy-
ing, know this…It is not just that He can resurrect that 
area of  your life, it’s even better, it’s even more… He is 
the resurrection and the life. If  you have Him, you have 
all that matters. 

...SPIRITUALLY continued from page 18

struct a regulation-size field which is 55 yards wide by 
110 yards long.

“It just isn’t big enough,” said Weller.
The county owns some parcels adjacent to Zachary 

Park, but the terrain falls off  so it can’t be used either.
However, there is room for a non-regulation youth 

soccer field which the county appears to back. The maxi-
mum width within the cleared and flatter area suggested 

allows for a roughly 35-yard wide field.
At Wilke’s urging, the subject of  financing the vital 

next step -- the engineering study – will be brought up at 
the upcoming Liaison Meeting between BOE and MC 
Commission members Tuesday, April 7 at 10 a.m. in the 
Board Room of  the Macon County Schools Adminis-
trative Offices in Franklin.

...SOCCER continued from page 10



•Highlands Area Events•
Page 22 - Highlands Newspaper - Thurs. April 2, 2026 - 828-200-1371

NOTE:
• Highlands Pharmacy is 

closed on Saturdays until May. 

Hours are Mon.-Fri. 9a to 5:30p.
POOL SCHEDULE
• Lap Swim: Mon.-Fri. 6am-

9:45am, and Saturday 10am-11pm 
- 6 lanes. Water Aerobics: 18 y+ 
Mon.-Fri. 10-11am with Karen 
Chambers. Adult Swim: 18y+ Mon.-
Thurs. 11am-3:30pm, Friday 11am-
1:30pm. Public Swim: Mon. thru 
Thurs.. 3:30-7pm, Saturday 11am-
6pm and Sunday 1-6pm

PICKLE BALL 
• At the Recreation Dept. ev-

ery Monday - Friday 10am-1pm 
indoors for the winter (notice the 
days and time has changed), 

MOUNTAIN FINDINGS 
• Spring Hours: Friday & Sat-

urdays. Open: 10 am - 1 pm. April 
3-4, 17-18; May 1-2, 8-9, 15-16; 
Thurs., Fri, Sat.: May 21-23, May 28-
30. Spruce Street. www.mountain-
findings.org

ALL WEEK
• Scaly Mountain/Highlands/

Cashiers Alcoholics Anonymous 
“Open Meetings” are for anyone 
who thinks they may have a drink-
ing problem or for anyone inter-
ested in the A.A. recovery program. 
Open meetings are held at Scaly 
Mountain @ Grace Chapel, 9915 
Dillard Rd., Scaly Mountain each 
Tues at 5:30 pm and Highlands @ 
the 1st Presbyterian Church, 471 
Main St., on Monday at 5:30 p.m. and 

on Wednesday & Fridays @ 12:00 
noon. Open in-person meetings are 
also held in Cashiers @ the Albert 
Carlton Cashiers Community Li-
brary, 249 Frank Allen Rd. on Sun-
day at 5pm, on Tuesday @ 7 pm, on 
Friday at 5 pm and on Saturday at 
9 am. For more information please 
visit our website www.aawnc80.org 
or to speak with a member of A.A. 
24/7 call our HELP Line 828 349-
4357

Mon.Thurs.
• At First Presbyterian Church, 

ArtSpace is open from 9 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. The next exhibit will start 
in mid-August. For information con-
tact fpchkelley@gmail.com 

Mon., Tues., Wed, Fri.
• EnerChi: Connect mind, body, 

and breath using Tai Chi in a medi-
tative movement practice. Call or 
email if interested in these classes 
828-634-1404 or WellspringClass-
es@gmail.com. Mon. 5:30-6:30pm, 
Tues. 4-5pm, Wed. 6:30-7:30pm and 
Fri. 4-5pm and 5:30-6:30pm.

Mon-Wed-Fri
• Aerobics with Tina Rogers 

8-9am at the Rec Park.
• Balance, Stretch & Strengthen 

Class at the Rec Park 8:30-9:30am. 
The cost for the class is $30 a 
month and is led by Vivian Brewer. 
Call the Recreation Department at 
828-526-3556 for more informa-
tion.

Mon., Tues., Thurs.
• The Food Pantry behind the 

Methodist Church on Spring Street 
is open from 10a-6p.

• Exercise Class with Michelle 
Lane at the Rec Park at 5:30. A 
combo class with different types of 
exercise. 828-526-3556

Second Mondays
• The local chapter of PEO, 

an off-campus sorority founded in 
the 1800s that provides grants and 
loans to women with financial need 
who want to return to school or 
further their education meets at 10 
a.m. For more info call president 
Paula McDonald at 706-372-3004 

Tuesdays
• Strength Training at the Rec 

Park 8:15-9:15 am. 
• At Wayfarers Chapel, Work-

shop for Writers – from 5-6:30 PM
• ESL classes at The Literacy 

& Learning Center, 6-7 p.m. 675 S 
4th St. 

2nd Tuesdays
• Highlands Writers Group 

meets on alternate Tuesday after-
noons at 3pm. Writers still uncom-
fortable with in-person gatherings 
may participate via Zoom meetings 
For more info contact Bud Katz at 
either 828-526-3190 or at budan-
dlynn@me.com 

Wednesdays
• The Literacy & Learning 

Center offers a FREE weekly Citi-
zenship Class led by Faviola Olvera 
from 5:30 to 7 pm at 675 S 4th St in 
Highlands, this program is designed 
to help students navigate the com-
plexities of the U.S. naturalization 
exam. 

• Digital Navigators will be at 
the Hudson Library from 1-3 PM, 
digital navigators will host a Tech 
Time drop-in time at Hudson Li-
brary with the goal to assist attend-
ees with basic smartphone, laptop, 
iPad and tablet skills. For more in-
formation, call the Library at 828-
526-3031.This program is free and 
open to the public. 

Thursdays
• Kickboxing 8:15-9:15a. at the 

Rec Park. No martial arts back-
ground necessary Contact the Rec 
Dept.at 828-526-3556 for more 
info.

• At First Presbyterian Church 
a free concert “Music for Prayer” 
at noon. These casual concerts are 
almost entirely improvised and last 
30-45 minutes.

• At Hudson Library, special 
children’s events will be on tap on 
Thursday afternoons at 3:30 Kids 
Zone programs. 

3rd Saturdays
• The American Legion Post 

370 meets at the First Methodist 
Church at 315 Main St. in their com-
munity room/909 chapel. Breakfast 
ia at 9a; meeting is at 10a. Email nc-
post370@gmail.com or just join us 
at 9am.

Sat., April 4
• Annual Easter Egg Hunt a the 

Rec Park at 10a.m. for ages 0-9.
Wed., April 15
• Brown Bag Lunch & Learn 

Canva 11:3s-1p at the Highlands 
Community Center. 

Sat., April 18
• The Highlands Chamber of 

Commerce/Visit Highlands, an-
nual Plateau Pickup. Volunteers will 

gather at 8:30am at K-H Park 
(Pine Street) to check in and get 
clean-up assignments along key 
corridors including U.S. 64, N.C. 
28, N.C. 106, and select areas of 
downtown Highlands. for more 
info, email events@highlandscham-
ber.org or call 828-526-5841. 

April 24-26
• PAC Educational Theatre 

is excited to present our All-
Community Production of Shrek: 
The Musical, taking the stage April 
24–26! Our all-community cast 
features talented performers of all 
ages who have come together to 
create a production full of creativ-
ity, laughter, and magical moments. 
Don’t miss your chance to see this 
exciting community production—
tickets are on sale now! 

April 30-May 2
• 3	 River Fly Fishing Fes-

tival. Competitions for guided 
& non-guided, two-person 
& womens-only teams, with 
more than 2,200 miles of pub-
lic waters available to fish! To 
register call. 828-743-3768. 
$500 per two-person team. 
Entry fees benefit Town of 
Highlands Scholarship Fund

Thurs., April 30
• At Highlander Mountain 

House, an intimate fireside show 
by Tyler Ramsey & Carl Broemel, 
guitarists. The show begins at 8:30 
p.m. and tickets are $50.

Thurs.-Sat., May 7-9
• Highlands Mother’s Day 

Bridge Sectional at the Highlands 
Recreation Center, 600 North 
4th Street Highlands, NC. $30/
pair Thurs. and Fri. $180/Team of 
4, Sat. Robert Todd Lessons-Free. 
For more information, call 828-
526-3556 

Wed., April 20
• Brown Bag Lunch & Learn 

AI, 11:3s-1p at the Highlands 
Community Center. 

Sat., May 16
• High Style -- A Celebration 

of Art, Cuisine, Fashion & Mu-
sic  9:30a to 4 various locations 
around town

Sun., May 17
• At PAC, Balsam Range at 4 

pm. boxoffice@highlandsperform-
ingarts.com. 828-526-9047

Now Accepting 
new clients! 
For appointments call 

828-20O-TT79

Adriana 
Beauty Specialist 

• Hair Cuts and Color
• Event makeup

• Skincare Consultation

322 Main St • Highlands 
828-482-1112



SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery

450 N. 4th St. Highlands, NC
828-526-5522

www.highlandsproperties.com

Wei chert. 
REALTORS 

Highlands Properties 

Cell: 828-787-1895 
pamela.nellis@yahoo.com 

Highlands Office | 210 N. 5th Street

FAYE WURM
828.200.1345 
faye@bhhsmmr.com
2334 Cashiers Rd, Highlands
https://fayewurm.meadowsmtnrealty.com/

Of the 55,000+ BHHS agents across the globe,
Faye ranks in the TOP 2% and is a 

Luxury Collection Specialist.

Bryson’s
Food 
Store

Historical 
Village

Rest
Rooms

Hudson 
Library

Visitor 
Center

KH Founders 
Park

Police Station
Fire Station

 Ace is the Place, 

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

Country Club Properties
 Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals. 
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

Highlander 
Mountain 

House 
& 

The Ruffed 
Grouse 
Tavern

highlandermountainhouse.com

 Local Expertise, Global Connections. 
114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706Sheryl Wilson

Licensed in NC and GA
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COVETED
HIGHLANDS 
LOCATION

371 Dixon Drive
Highlands, NC

• 3 Bed, 3 Bath

• 2 Fireplaces

• Large, Level Lot

• Adjacent to 
Conservation Property

Clif Gottwals
303.887.7479

Clif.Gottwals@Gmail.com

HighlandsCashiersCIRE.com
210 North Fifth Street
Highlands, NC 28741

Offered Furnished
for $1.695 M



Cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

Open 7 days a week

526-4407
242 S. 4th St.

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

828-526-2338

 ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

43 Years of Fine Dining

MITZI RAUERS
Broker / Luxury Collection
Specialist
(404) 218-9123
mitzi@bhhsmmr.com

*Based on 2023 sales data. Out of a global network 
of 55,000+ BHHS agents.

If you want an 
award-winning real 
estate experiennce, 
choose an 
award-winning 
agent.

Bee Gleeson
Broker | Realtor® | 404.307.1415

BeeGlee4@Gmail.com

Pat Gleeson
Broker | Realtor® | 828.782.0472

PatrickGleeson4@Gmail.com

Jessica Haberkern
Broker | Realtor® | 254.718.7494

JessHaberkern@Gmail.com

HighlandsCashiersCIRE.com | 210 North Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741

Mountain Living ... 
begins with 

conversation and a 
cup of coffee. 

STAY A 

moment 

For vacation rentals, visit 
LANDMARKVACATIONS.COM or call 121-743.9234. 

.... � .... LANDMARK 
VACATION RINTALS 

your mountain story begins here­embracing both the life you lead and the getaway you crave 

REALTY GROUP

More than 33 years of  exemplary 
service on the plateau!

Our clients rate us 5 out of  5

Voted America’s Best

NOW OPEN 
Tuesday-Saturday

5:30-9p 


