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Harris Lake turns green, but all is OK

By Kim Lewicki

In Savannah, GA, the river
and fountains run green for St.
Patrick’s Day but that’s not what
green water in Harris Lake was
about last Thursday evening,

Can you

trace your
Highlands

family back
100+ years?

Descendants’ Reception
is Sat. Sept, 27, 11a - 1p
at the Highlands

Community Building

The Highlands Historical
Society will host its annual De-
scendants’ Reception on Saturday,
September 27 at the Community
Building in Highlands.

Families who can trace their
roots to Highlands back for 100,
or more years are invited to at-
tend.

Last year’s Descendants’ Re-
ception was canceled due to the
aftermath of Hurricane Helene
and the hope is that attendance
will swell as the Town of High-
lands celebrates its 150th Anni-
versary this yeat.

* See TRACE page 18
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The Coopers circulated a
photo they took from their home
on Stonebridge ILane showing
green water in the stream that
feeds Harris Lake.

“Early Thursday evening,

there was an unintentional release
of propylene glycol at the High-
lands School. The problem was
quickly located and repairs began
immediately to mitigate the issue,”

» See GREEN page 18

*INSIDE THIS ISSUE-

Mayor on Duty 2 HS Sports.....ccoceevcuremence
Weather ............c...... 2 Fall Home Imp

Snapshot......cceeeveecennes 2 Spiritually Speaking ........
Investing at 4118 Ft........ 4 Police & Fire Report......
Letters .....cveveeecrcencennee 7 Classifieds ....ccccocoveureuennce

Thurs., Sept. 4,2025

I
12
22
23
27

Dazzlmg Dahha Festlval is at The Bascom
Festivities are Thurs.-Sat., Sept. 4-6

For 15 years, the Highlands
Historical Society has brought the
community together to celebrate
the Dazzling Dahlia Festival, a

celebration of blooming beauty
and small-town charm that has
become one of the premier events
on the Plateau. This year, the Fes-

tival begins a new chapter at The board member,
Bascom: A Center for the Visual
Arts, its new home Sept. 4 — 6.

“Thanks to the efforts of

Kim Daugh-
erty, and her host of volunteers,
the Dazzling Dahlia Festival has

* See DAHLIA page 8

Chetolah -A Historic
Highlands Estate

267 Satulah Road | MLS 1000818
Jody Lovell | (828) 226.6303

M<CULLEY’S

The largest selection of
Scottish cashmere in the U.S.A.
In Highlands ...on the hill
242 S. 4th St. - 828-526-4407
Open 7 days a week

www.mcculleys.com
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Town, county and state respond to glycol leak

ny skies and everyone in
town expecting a great Labor Day
weekend. I had just left the annual 1
town employees’ picnic, where we o
feasted on Blue Hound barbecue |
and presented longevity awards to
select employees.

At about 2:30, everything
changed for me with a call from
the Town Manager. A mechani-
cal malfunction with a heating
and cooling unit at the Highlands
School caused glycol liquid to be deposited
in Harris Lake.

County and town staff, including the
fire department, immediately went to the
school and Harris Lake to assess the situ-
ation. It was quickly determined that the
source of the glycol came from one of the
school’s heating and cooling units. A breach
in one of the unit’s pipes caused the leak.

The county emergency response team
took the lead in identifying the location of
the breach and determining how the glycol
had reached Harris Lake. After the source
of the leak was identified and it was also de-

ast Thursday began as a F
I very pleasant day with sun- b
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Highlands Mayor
Patrick Taylor

‘ termined that a large amount of
e the liquid had entered the school’s

© stormwater system. From there, it
L flowed into a creck that goes un-
| der Wilson Road and into Harris
Y  Lake.

The county officials even-
tually stopped the leak and had
the Highlands Fire Department
begin flushing the stormwater
system. This decision was made
after studying Material Safety Data
Sheets about the glycol liquid. It
is also used for de-icing planes.
While it is considered toxic to humans and
animals in a concentrated form, the recom-
mendation is to dilute the glycol with water.
After being diluted with water, as the fire
department did, the glycol began to biode-
grade quickly, especially in warm and sunny
conditions.

County officials also brought in state
water quality officials to review the situation
and to conduct water tests in Harris Lake
and in Mirror Lake. By Friday afternoon, the
water quality officials stated that there was
no contamination in either Harris Lake or
Mirror Lake. They recommended, out of
caution, closing Harris Lake to the public
until Tuesday morning,

There are several takeaways from this
incident. First, with modern systems that
we all use and depend upon, there is always
the possibility of an accident or breach, such
as what happened on Thursday. The county
and town worked well together in addressing
this problem. The Macon County Emergen-
cy Management Department responded fast
and effectively. They were quick to bring in
the state for further support and assistance.
Our police department, code staff, and fire
department work together with county offi-
cials, especially in addressing concerns about
the watershed.

Also, our new town app and website
work well in getting out information to the
public about the situation. Some might con-
tend that we needed more frequent updates,
but we erred on the side of caution to avoid
putting out inaccurate information. For in-
stance, we withheld making a statement on
Friday until all the state testing was com-
pleted.

While I do not use Facebook, several
staff members kept me informed about what
was being said. Rumors can flourish out of

* See MAYOR page 21

Buzzing
around
the
Nature

Center

Do you have a
heartfelt, funny, in-
teresting, or beantiful
photo you wonld like
to share in onr
“SnapShot”
section? Email it to
bighlandseditor@,
aol.com or text it
to 828-200-1371,
with a brief
description and a
nane.
No anonymons

A couple of showers

RealFeel®
High 73° Low 59°

At-shower in spots;

warmer
RealFeel®

High: 84° Low: 62°

photos will be
accepted.
Photo by Robert Keller
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For Real-time Weather and the Extended Forecast,
go to www.highlandsinfo.com and click on Weather
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HIGHLANDER

ROOFING SERVICES,.

New & Re-Roofing Applications Including:
Asphalt * Cedar » Metal * Synthetic Materials

Showroom: 1511 Highlands Rd * Franklin ¢ O: 828-524-7773
info@highlandernc.com * www.highlandernc.com
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HOWARD LUxURY
Coadlgy HANNA | 2t Al (P 125

INTERNATIONAL
ALLEN TATE REAL ESTATE REALTY GROUP

GATES OF \|-]11< ; H..l. ANDS g ._ g CLOSE TO HIGHLANDS
LOT 3 : COUNTRY CLUB
///N z P This is the first custom build in 1875,

—— i ;:\M\- o | ' 1 Highlands newest bespoke enclave of
T' Bﬁ i’i K8 HC t“n : Fl ik homes. This modern farmhouse’s massive
s =l windows, masonry and details throughout

will leave you mesmerized.

Offered for $3,200,000
MLS# 1001490

THIS IS THE BIG VIEW!

This spacious and stately Highlands Falls
home features unparalleled panoramic
views of Whiteside Mountain, Wildcat
Ridge and Cullasaja beyond. You won't
believe your eyes!

Offered for $3,200,000
MLS# 1001749

NEW CONSTRUCTION
IN SHELBY PLACE

This sophisticated in-town new build
marries refined design with today’s most
desired modern amenities. The sounds of
the creek from the outdoor covered porch
are soothing.

Offered for $1,650,000
MLS# 1001765

PAT ALLEN

828-200-9179
pat.allen@howardhannatate.com

JULIE OSBORN

828-200-6165
julie.osborn@howardhannatate.com
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Why pre-listing inspections matter in Highlands and Cashiers

( :ashiers and Highlands are both sit-
ting in buyer’s market territory right
now. For residential properties, the

Highlands Cashiers MLS for August shows

an average of 127 days on market, average
sold price $2,230,246, and homes closing at
about 96% of list. Highlands shows an av-
erage of 123 days on market, average sold

roudly Serving Highlands,

Br}gso.n’s Food' S

Wine Tasting every
Thursday 2 to 5p!

Open daily
7:30a to 7:30p

Charitable Giving
Strategies Presentation

September 17, 2025 at 12:00 - 1:20 PM

Highlands Community Building
869 N 4th St, Highlands, NC

Join us for an insightful presentation designed to empower
both non-profit organizations and individual donors.
Whether you're part of a non-profit seeking innovative
ways to engage supporters, or an individual exploring
meaningful and strategic ways to give, this event will
provide valuable tools and guidance to help you create a
lasting legacy. Lunch will be provided for registered
attendees.

Co-Hosted by:

Julie Upshaw,
Attorney at Law

Robin Cook, CWS®, CTFA®
Sr. VP & Prosperity Advisor

(fj SUNCOAST

For registration details, email msherwood@suncoastequity.com

price $1,473,676, and about
94% sold-to-list. According to
Realtors Property Resource®,
Cashiers currently has 11.59
months supply of inven-
tory which is up 3.2% month
over month and 46.5% year
over year, while Highlands
has 14.31 months supply of
inventory which is up 11.7%
month over month and 44.7%
year over year. In plain terms,
buyers have more choice, and
sellers must win on condition,
pricing, and trust.

That is where pre-listing
inspections earn their keep.
National Association of Re-
altors® (NAR) reports that
agents are turning to pre-list-
ing inspections to “help avoid surprises like
a costly plumbing problem, a failing roof or
an outdated electrical panel” that can cause
buyers to bolt before closing, and that doing
the inspection up front “allows a seller the
opportunity to address any repairs before
the For Sale sign even goes up.” According
to REALTOR® Magazine, “Listings with

oto by Marti Boone
This is Happy, and the name fits.
Happy is one year old, she is cheer-

ful and full of playful spirit all of the
time. Happy loves going for walks and
is always eager to please.This is an af-
fectionate pup who will give you a life-
time of joy and companionship.To add
some Happy into your life, complete
her adoption application at chhumane-
society.org or call (828)743-5752.

Kara Hardy, broker
Berkshire Hathaway
HomeServices
Meadows Mountain Realty.
(407) 617-6006
kara@bhhsmmr.com.

pre-inspections are less likely
to terminate and often move
faster to closing because buy-
ers have fewer unknowns.”
Real estate pros say “having
an inspection before list-
ing the house can help calm
nerves and save deals.”” An-
other voice from the NAR
guidesheet puts it simply:
“Nothing, in my opinion,
should ever scare someone
away from the home of their
dreams. It may need to be
negotiated or fixed. But buy-
ers just need to have the right
deal in place.”

NAR’s latest Confi-
dence Index shows about
6% of contracts terminate in
a typical recent three-month window and
13% face delayed settlements, so prevent-
able friction is real. Redfin’s national track-
ing found about 15% of US. deals can-
celed in July, the highest July rate in their
records, which underscores how quickly
confidence can crack once surprises ap-
pear.

Bringing it back home, when inven-
tory is high and buyers can choose, sur-
prise repair issues can kill momentum. Pre-
listing inspections help sellers manage and
minimize those surprises. You will have
time to decide whether to repair or adjust
pricing instead of reacting during the heat
of negotiation. That clarity builds trust,
cuts down on surprises, and helps ensure
you cross the finish line smoothly even in
a buyer’s market.

Use the local numbers to guide strat-
egy. In Cashiers, expect buyers to negoti-
ate toward that 96% of list price outcome
unless the condition is clearly documented
and priced in. In Highlands, plan for a
longer runway at 127 days on market and
recognize that the 14.31 months of supply
gives buyers time to compare. A pre-listing
inspection lets you fix what matters, dis-
close the rest, and price straight to today’s
market rather than defending surprises
during the due diligence period. The result
is fewer terminations, fewer delays, and a
cleaner path to the closing table supported
by facts, not guesswork.

* Kara Hardy is a broker with Berkshire
Hathaway HomeServices Meadows Mountain
Realty. She serves Highlands, Cashiers, Glenville,
Sapphire, Lake Toxaway, Scaly Mountain and
Franklin.  Kara can be reached at (407) 617-
6006 or via email at kara@bbhsmmr.con.



Distinctive Living on the Highlands Plateau
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* PRIVATE GATED COMMUNITY IN DOWNTOWN HIGHLANDS
* WALK TO RESTAURANTS, ENTERTAINMENT, & SHOPPING
* ONLY ELEVEN RESIDENCES AVAILABLE

* NEW CONSTRUCTION
Sanctuary on 1st is a testament to exceptional design and
construction by Sanctuary Developers, Futral Construction, and
Summit Architecture. This brand new community in downtown
Highlands will exude the best of mountain modern design, embrace
the mountain lifestyle, and the desire for upscale living. The homes
planned for Sanctuary on 1st epitomize the developers’ goal of
making sure that the homeowner feels cocooned, protected, and
pampered in their own home.

\/R THE MICHAUD RAUERS GROUP
I\ 828.526.4101 | WWW.MEADOWSMOUNTAINREALTY.COM
wieravocnrvens 4,88 MAIN ST, HIGHLANDS, NC 28741

REALTY GROUP

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY | MEADOWS MOUNTAIN REALTY

HOMESERVICES

©2025 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC.
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are @
registered service marks of Columbialnsurance Company. aBerkshire Hathaway affiliate. Equal Housing Oppor tunity. =
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RIVERY Q‘ ,.’L‘I(""
BOUTIQUE LUXURY LI N'THE

HEART OF HIGHLANDS,NC
Starting at S

o] NEW CONSTRU ION&.
GATED COMMUNITY
'RIVERFRONT & VIEWTOTS AVAICABLE

VALK TO DOWNTOWN « CANOE DOCK

'HE'N AUD RAUERS GROUP

§28:526.4101 | WWW.MEADOWSMOUNTAINREALTY.COM
488 MAIN ST, HIGHLANDS, NC 28741

BERKSHIRE HATHAV

HOMESERVICES

©2025 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LEC

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbo
service marks of ColumbiaInsurance Company, aBerkshire Hathaway affiliate. EqualHou:
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Monday - Thursday, 1Tam -3 pm
Friday - Saturday,11am - 8 pm

226 South 4th Street - Highlands, NC
Highlandsburrito.com

IGHLANDS DINING ®

Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p ¢ Sun. 11ato 7p
Closed Tuesdays

828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

..on the Verandah

Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah
42 Years of Fine Dining

OPEN

7 mghts

5:30-9p
828-526-2338

9US 64w » Highlands

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
at Hzghlander Mountain House
Open for
LUNCH
Wednesday-Saturday
11:30-3p
Open for
| DINNER
B Wednesday-Saturday
5:30-9p
Open for

with Blue Grass music
10a-3p

290 Main Street * Highlands * 828-526-2590
highlandermountainhouse.com

828-526-4035

| WILD THYME GOU RMET

R E B8 T A WULR A MT

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round

Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. * Highlands

3. @] Open 7 Days
= for Lunch & Dinner

Lunch: 11a-3:30p
Dinner:
5:30p - closed

A HIGHLANDER MOUNTAIN HOUSE HOTEL

Now serving wine,
beer & coffee!
Open to the public!

Wine/Beer Bar:
Thurs-Sat 5-10p

| 790 Nexth 41h Strece, Highlinds | info@outpestinabighlands.com | §28-483-1736

)

STEAK* BURGER*CHICKEN*PORK
HOT DOGS* LAMB*SAUSAGE
TAKE AND BAKE SIDES AND DINNERS
FRESH SIDES, SANDWICHES & SALADS
BAKED GOODS*WINE*CHEESE
GOURMET FOOD & MORE!!
.,

A A y
:i"____..-"_.

Open:Tues.-Fri —
493 Dillard Rd. * Highlands « (828) 526-2762

gourmet food market
Call (828) 305-7509 to place a pick-up order.

www.onthverandah.com
The Secret Garden
Open Year-Round
Mon.-Fri.. 1 1:30a to 4p
Catering and Custom Charcuterle
ourtyard: an_d Indoors atmg"""

Sandwich shop and
Sat., noon-7
%

208 N 5th St -Vlllage Square Next to Plne St Park

9a-5:30p; Sat. — 9a-5p: Closed Sun. & Mon.

OPEN FOR OUR 36th SEASON

EST. H_‘.:_,‘-‘“-';—'r‘ 1990

LAKESIDE

RESTAURANT

Open Tuesday - baturdm

Dinner Starts @

531 Smallwood Ave | 828-526-9419 | nghlands
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29 19
Ice Cream Popsicle
Flavors! Flavors!

Summit Sweet Ice Cream Shop
In Wright Square ¢ 73 Main Street

Open 7 days a week 1 1a to 8p.

/I l.iﬂ_. - ([
w7 rold f'fﬁ D58
Japanese ¢ Asian ¢ Thai

e )

Open: Mon. to Sun. (Closed Wed.)
Lunch 11:30a to 3p * Dinner 4:30p-9:30p
828-787-1680 - 828-787-1900
151 Helens Barn Ave. * Highlands
OPEN: Monday-Saturday | la to 9p
N

=TT @ =TT

El. AGAVE

k HIGHLANDS ,
NORTH CAROLINA

MEXICAN RESTAURANT
& TEQUILA BAR

72 Highlands Plaza * Highlands * 828-482-2974

°| FTTERS®

It is about FAITH.

Dear Editor,

It is not about policy. It is not about politics. It is not
about being a Democrat, Republican or Independent. It is
not about being progressive, conservative or moderate. It is
about FAITH. As a United Methodist Minister with over a
half century of experience, I am pretty good at recognizing
FAITH in an individual. Truthfully, I don’t believe this is a
“clergy gift,” but most all of us can see those persons who
reflect a deep FAITH and those who do not.

My observation is our present President has established
a White House Faith Office and states the Bible is his fa-
vorite book. However, my experience tells me that FAITH
is more than establishing a committee and possibly reading
from the Bible. It is the struggle of living our FAITH on a
daily basis.

My first question about the present President’s FAITH
is his lack of faithfully participating in worship. All of us
know that during that holy time we find peace, strength,
forgiveness, renewal, and hope as we gather with the “Com-
munity of Believers”” Now, I am aware that one doesn’t
have to be in their chosen worship center each week to have
FAITH. Yet, the need and desire to gather for corporate
worship would seem a near necessity for one who carties the
heavy responsibilities of serving as President of the United
States, especially when they claim to be a person of FAITH.
We have all seen past Presidents of both major parties at-
tending worship on a frequent basis. In contrast, I question
if regularly playing golf on Sunday is a true FAITH worship
experience.

My second FAITH question is regarding the President’s
“name calling” A fifth grader may call others names. Ex-
pectedly, most of our parents have reminded us that to do
so is a serious “no-no.” Yet, we hear the President calling

people the following: Low 1Q), sleazebag, lying, horseface,
crooked, crazy, shady, slippery, loset, nasty, and the list con-
tinues. I would like to believe a person of real FAITH would
understand that such name calling is hurtful, childish and
not becoming the leader of the free world. Isn’t this a poor
example of a FAITH claiming person? Remember, “Do
unto others....”

Lastly, I continue to be shocked by the tasteless lan-
guage the President spouts so often. Using vulgar four and
eight letter words is not acceptable as a trademark of a per-
son of FAITH. Such words were recently actually spoken
by the President at a White House Faith Office gathering;
My dear grandmother would have washed my mouth out
with soap if I ever displayed such a lack of vocabulary
while uttering such profane words. Would it be acceptable
for your preacher, priest, rabbi, or spiritual leader to speak
this way in public or at a worship gathering? How would we
feel if our local principals used such verbiage around our
children, grandchildren, or at a PTA meeting? I would like
to believe we would not be pleased if they did so. Thus, the
obvious question is, “Why does our President do so and still
speak of FAITH?” FAITH is not just a convenient theo-
logical term, but a way of life for true Followers. FAITH is
not a word we use lightly, but with commitment, dedication
and tireless effort.

Thus, as a person who joins the centuries of Believers,
I ask our President to practice his personal FAITH. Please
do not disrespect FAITH by humanizing it as a casual part
of his worship practices and daily conversations.

Dr. Mike Cordle
United Methodist Minister, Retired
Highlands

Let's work as a community to save The Playhouse

Dear Editor,

Twenty-three years ago, we first discovered the charm
of Highlands, ultimately purchasing a seasonal home here
that we’ve enjoyed for the past 20 years. We treasure the
memories and moan the loss of certain businesses, such as
the old pharmacy with the breakfast/lunch countet, Swee-
Treats delightful ice cream shop, Nick’s fabulous restaurant,
and the charming little Toy and Book stores on Main Street,
all of which lent themselves to the charm that made High-
lands such a special place. 'm sure that for those who have
experienced Highlands for many more years than we could
add the loss of many more establishments and related mem-
ories to this list.

Unfortunately, it seems we are on the verge of poten-
tially losing another local iconic establishment, the historic
Highlands Playhouse. Established in 1938, it was, up until
a couple of years ago when the productions moved to the
PAC, the oldest theatre in North Carolina. It is certainly well
documented that the building is in dire need of renovation
and brought up to code, and that the cost would be quite
significant. Having said that, however, I'd like to suggest
that the community owes much to this wonderful facility
that has contributed so much to the growth of not only
Highlands through the years, but also to the entire region

of Macon County. Cashiers, Franklin, Sapphire Valley, Scaly
Mountain, and even, Sky Valley, GA and Clayton, GA and
surrounding communities have reaped the benefits of at-
tracting seasonal and full-time visitors and residents. Ac-
cordingly, the funding efforts to preserve The Playhouse
should be viewed as a REGIONAL effort, and not just for
the town and residents of Highlands.

The funding efforts for the continued development
of the wonderful Highlands PAC have seemingly raised
$14 million dollars. For all those individuals and businesses
throughout the REGION that have given so graciously in
this regard I suggest the same efforts be done to preserve
this building. Among some ideas to consider, perhaps this
facility can be repurposed to serve as another community
center of sorts with adequate facilities to become the full-
time home of the Center for Life Entichment (CLE), sev-
eral “club rooms” for conducting meetings and/or holding
special events both during the day as well as evenings.

Thus, we appeal to those who share these same beliefs
to come forward and let the town know that every effort
should be made to preserve The Highlands Playhouse in
some mannet.

Bobby Salerno
Highlands
* See LETTERS page 20
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THE HEIGHT OF HAPPINESS | ELEV. 4118

Outdhor Corict Govies

Each Friday and Sqturdqy night from May through

September, th H
Visit Highl j?\l

nds Chamber of Commerce/
hosLs live music downtown.

All shows take place from 6 - 8:30 p.m.

iy Taght S

Town Square | 343 Main Street

Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park
411-499 Pine Street

Featuring a variety of popular,
regional bands and musicians

SEPTEMBER 6
The Parks Brothers

Showecasing traditional
mountain music and local talent

SEPTEMBER 5
Silly Ridge

SEPTEMBER 12
Johnny Webb Band

SEPTEMBER 13
Continental Divide

SEPTEMBER 19
Curtis Blackwell & Dixie
Bluegrass Boys

SEPTEMBER 20
Brandon Crocker Trio

SEPTEMBER 27
Shedhouse Trio with
Darren Nicholson

SEPTEMBER 26
Nitrograss

visithighlandsnc.com

.DAHLIA continued from page 1

Mayor Pat Tay-
lor annouces
Dahlia Week.

From left:
front row: iy

Kim Daughtry, [S53E

Mayor Pat '

Taylor, and ™
Bianca Mitchell.
Back Row:
Zach Rogers,
Billy Love,
Peggy
Boruchow
Arnette, and
Lisa Daily.

grown into a huge, multi-day event that
attracted hundreds of people to High-
lands for the festivities. Unfortunately, that
growth had begun to overwhelm the capaci-
ty of HHS to support the festival,” said Tra-
cy Foor, president of the Historical Society

Since the Bascom has partnered with
HHS for the Dahlia Festival in the past,
going forward they will take the reins of
leadership with the built-in mechanisms in
place to support the festival at the scale it
has grown to.

“I have no doubt that they will contin-
ue to host a wonderful event each year that
is loved by all who attend,” said Foor.

The 2025 Dazzling Dahlia Festival at
The Bascom will feature a full weekend
of events, including an opening reception,

floral installations in The Bascom’s galler-
ies, the annual Single Bloom Competition,
a pottery show featuring work by studio
members, and a talk by a guest speaker, of-
fering something for every dahlia and art
enthusiast to enjoy. The full schedule can
be found at the Bascom’s website www.the-
bascom.org;

The quzhno Dahlia Festival was in-
strumental in tundmg a scholarship in Ran-
dolph P. Shaffner’s name for a Highlands
School student. This year the first scholat-
ship of $2,500 will be awarded in May.

In the coming years, the scholarship
will continue to be funded, in part, with
money the Dahliabolicals raised, so the
festival will continue to have a heartbeat at

HHS.

66 Summit Trail, nghlands
INCREDIBLE VIEWS
2 car garage, 5 BR, 4 bth
MLS# 1000796 | Offered for $2,895,000

Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742
AndreaGabbard @gmail.com
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e UUpcOMING EVENT®

Highlands Heritage Jamboree showcases music, dance and mountain culture

The Highlands Heritage Jamboree is
back! And this year, it’s bigger, bolder, and
bursting with hometown pride as we cel-
ebrate Highlands’ 150th anniversary. On
Saturday, September 27, Kelsey Hutchin-
son Founders Park will come alive with the
sounds, flavors, and traditions that define
our mountain town.

From the soul-stirring wail of bag-

pipes to the foot-stomping rhythms of
bluegrass and clogging, the Jamboree will
be a daylong celebration of Highlands’ rich
history and vibrant community spirit. Resi-
dents and visitors can savor authentic bar-
becue, explore a historic moonshine display,
and dance the evening away under the Sep-
tember sky.

“Highlands’ heritage is something we

HIGHLANDS
EXPERTISE

ELEVATED
EXPERIENCE

= Highlands resident
for 17 years

= Representing buyers and
sellers across the Plateau

m Seamless service from
Atlanta to the mountains

= Backed by 78+ years of
Dorsey Alston trust

LET’S TALK
Brian Seifried,REALTOR®
770.309.1143

[DORSEY ALSTON

REALTORS®

404.352.2010

live and breathe every day,” said Johanna
Fein, Executive Director of the Highlands
Chamber of Commerce/Visit Highlands,
NC. “This year’s Jamboree is not just an
event, it’s a heartfelt nod to the traditions,
music, and stories that have shaped our
community for 150 years.”

SCHEDULE

1pm — Highlands Bagpipers | Fountain

Kick off the day with the stirring sounds
of the Highlands Bagpipers, a cherished local
tradition.

1-5pm — Historic Moonshine Display
in HHS Tent

Discover the storied past of Highlands’
moonshine trade and its colorful characters.

1-3pm — U.S. Navy Band: Four-Star
Edition | Main Stage

The popular music group Four-Star Edi-
tion entertains audiences with a high-energy
show performing a wide range of music from
classic hits to today’s top roc, pop, hip hop and
country music. As part of the larger United
States Fleet Forces Band, the Musicians of
Four-Star Edition are among the most versa-

tile performers in the fleet.
3-4pm - Barbecue by Highlands
Smokehouse | Tent
Indulge in mouthwatering BBQ from
a local favorite that’s been satisfying hungry
visitors and locals for years.
3:45-4:45pm — J Creek Cloggers | Patio
The J Creek Cloggers return to show off
their award-winning footwork. These Appala-
chian dancers, educators, and storytellers are
dedicated to preserving traditional clogging
and flatfooting, After going viral in March
2022, the J Creek Cloggers wete featured on
Spectrum News, where Zeb Ross and the
team appeared in an Emmy-winning news
segment that elevated their story to a national
audience
5-7:30pm — The Shedhouse Trio with
Datren Nicholson | Main Stage
The Shedhouse Ttio is a dynamic blend
of talent and energy, bringing a fresh sound
to the mountain music scene. Comprised of
core members Brady Wallen on banjo and
vocals, Sarah Griffin on bass and vocals, and
* See JAMBOREE page ||

esephine’s Gife Shep
Appavel - Gifts - Some ~ Decor

at the AS|a House ¢ |51 Helens Barn Ave.

Open Mon.-Sun. at noon. Closed Wed. ¢ 718-664-3571

Open House — Sat. & Sun. Sept. 6 & 7, noon to 3p

1302 Highlands Mountain Club e a 55+ community 1.8 miles from Main St. Highlands

Offered at $730,000 (Brokers Protected)

3BR/2BA, upstairs unit, move-in ready.

Stunning year-round views, extended deck
and totally updated.
Contact for a Private Showing
or stop by the Open Houses.
470-316-4420 / lautahcook60@gma11 com




he start of the school year
brought a packed and
competitive week for our

Highlands athletes. Our teams
faced a challenging schedule,
showing great heart and determi-
nation in every match.

The week kicked off on
Tuesday, August 26, as our high
school volleyball teams traveled
to Robbinsville. Both the JV and
Varsity teams took tough losses.
The JV squad fell 2-0 with set
scores of 20-25 and 25-27, while
the Varsity team lost 3-0 with
scores of 23-25,9-25, and 18-25.

On Wednesday, August 27,
Claire Worley had an outstanding
performance at the cross coun-
try meet in Hayesville, securing
a 2nd place finish with a time
of 21:40. Meanwhile, the varsity
boys soccer team faced a tough
5-2loss to Madison High School.
Rowen Carnes and Isaiah Vilardo
each scored a goal for the High-
landers.

Thursday proved to be a big
night for our home teams. Our
middle school volleyball team se-
cured a conference win over Blue
Ridge, winning 2-0 with scores
of 25-9 and 25-20. The middle
school boys soccer team also
dominated, earning a decisive 9-0
conference victory against Blue
Ridge. The goals were scored by
Todd Vilardo (3), Camden West-
endorf (2), Jensen Bowers, Brian
Munoz, Matthew Morales, and
Chatrlie Wilkes.

..JAMBOREE
from page 10

Avery Welter on guitar and vocals,
the trio effortlessly fuses bluegrass,
western swing, classic country, folk,
and gospel into a vibrant musical
tapestry. Adding depth and flair to
their sound are special guests Dat-
ren Nicholson on mandolin and
vocals and Aynsley Porchak on
fiddle - plus a special guest square
dance caller to get everyone on
their feet!

For more information about
the event, visit wwwhighlands-
chamber.org or call the Welcome
Center at 828-526-5841.

* HS SPORTS
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RECAP ®

Off to a great start!

- ——

Brett Lamb
Athletic Director

The high school volleyball
teams were back in action against
Rosman. The JV team fought hard

but lost a close match 2-1 (25-15,
18-25, 12-15). The varsity vol-
leyball team, however, captured
their first win of the season with
a clean 3-0 sweep (25-22, 28-20,
and 25-23). The night concluded
with the varsity boys soccer team,
who suffered a tough 3-1 loss to
Franklin. Aniah McKim scored
the lone goal for Highlands.

It was an action-packed week
that highlichted the dedication
and spirit of our student-athletes.
We are proud of their efforts and
look forward to cheering them on
in the coming weeks. Go High-
landers!

Claire Worley had an outstanding performance at the cross country meet in

Hayesville, securing a 2nd place finish with a time of 21:40.

The JV Volleyball
team fought
hard but lost a
close match 2-1|
(25-15, 18-25,
12-15) to
Robbinsville.

The Highlands- ilm Festival is Thursday-
Sunday, Sept. 18-21 featuring four days of competition film
screenings, workshops and presentations by emerging film-
makers, actors, acclaimed indFallustry presenters and award-

winning professionals.

All genres will be showcased, including features, docu-
mentaries, shorts, and international films on the Main Stage
at PAC and in the Martin-Lipscomb Theatre.

For complete schedule and tickets go to
www.highlandscashiersfilmfestival.com

Behind the Scenes Magic:

Creatives Illuminate Highlands
By Megan Lewicki

Most of us can name our favotite actors. Fewer can name the people who
design the worlds they inhabit or decide exactly how the light should fall in a
pivotal scene. This year, the Highlands-Cashiers Film Festival is giving audienc-
es a rare gift: a direct line to the minds who shape the way films look, feel, and
live in our memories. Over the course of the weekend, three industry veterans
will be in Highlands to pull back the curtain on their craft.

Steven Poster: Painting with Light

On Friday, Sept. 19 at 2PM, cinematographer Steven Postet, ASC, will
present Donnie Darko, followed by a conversation about how its dreamlike
unease was created. Poster’s credits range from second-unit cinematography on
Blade Runner and Close Encounters of the Third Kind to lead cinematogra-
phy on Rocky V, Someone to Watch Over Me, and Stuart Little 2. His insights
remind us that lenses, framing, and lighting aren’t just technical tools — they’re
emotional cues, guiding what we feel before we know why.

Bill Brzeski: Building Worlds from Scratch

That evening at 6:45 PM, production designer Bill Brzeski will step into
the spotlight before a screening of Matilda. Brzeski’s work spans blockbuster
franchises — Aquaman, The Hangover, Iron Man 3, Jumanji: The Next Level
— but in Matilda, the magic was handmade. The self-writing chalk, the levitat-
ing carrot, the infamous chocolate cake — these weren’t computer tricks. They
were designed, built, and timed to create believable wonder. Brzeski will unpack
how production design not only builds a set, but supports story, character, and
performance.

Robert Hoffman: A Modern Star with a Classic Pick

On Saturday, Sept. 20 at 1:30 PM, actor and dancer Robert Hoffman (Step
Up 2: The Streets, She’s the Man) will introduce A Matter of Life and Death,
a 1946 Technicolor fantasy-romance from Powell and Pressburger. Hoffman’s
own career is full of high-energy, modern roles, but his championing of this
film reveals an enduring respect for cinema’s craft lineage — a reminder that
innovation often springs from what came before.

Why it Matters Here

Hearing directly from the creatives behind the camera changes the way
you watch a film. These aren’t abstract discussions — they’re tied to the mov-
ies we'll see together in the same room. You can revisit Donnie Darko and
then discover how budget constraints shaped its signature atmosphere. You
can watch Matilda with your family and then learn exactly how those practical
effects were pulled off. You can immerse yourself in a 1946 classic and come
away understanding why its visual design still inspires today.

In a festival that blends global cinema with Plateau connection, these sessions
stand out for their intimacy and insight. They remind us that the magic of movies
isn’t just in the final cut — it’s in the choices, tisks, and craft that bring each frame
to life. Seating is limited — especially for these behind-the-scenes close encounters.
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= Storefront * Plate Glass * Mirrors
Custom Shower Doors ¢ Insulated Glass
Custom Mirrors * Tabletops * Sun Rooms
Replacement of Fogged Glass

Insulated Units David Lewis, owner

3145 Old Murphy Road
Franklin, NC

(828) 349-0088
www.glassshoppe.com

Your One-Stop
Garden Shop
Celebrating 31
Years!

Open
Mon.-Sat. 8a to 5p
2460 Cashiers Road « Highlands  828-526-2395

trees, shurbs
and pottery

Fall Home Improvement

The Biggest Paint Color Trends of 2025,
According to Design Pros

By Alyssa Gautieri
Associate Lifestyle Editor
Good Housekeeping

It’s that time of year
when design industry lead-
ers unveil their forecasts
for the hottest upcoming
trends — and that includes
paint colors. With minimal-
ism on its way out and joyful,
personalized interiors taking
over, designers are leaning
toward warm, earthy and
moody colors. That means
shades like deep purple, co-
coa brown and sunny yellow

are showing up in intetiors.
The new year is a perfect
time for a fresh coat of
paint, so why not try one of
these trendy hues? They’re
perfect for the living room,
the kitchen space, you
name it.

We asked 15 interior
designers to share their
predictions for the big-
gest paint color trends of
2025. While certain time-
less shades will never go
out of style (think warm
whites), designers say they

are loving bold colors this
year. (Indeed, we’ve been
noticing so many shades
of red!) We're seeing a lot
of inspiration pulled from
2025’s Colors of the Year,
too, like Benjamin Moore’s
Cinnamon Slate and Pan-
tone’s Mocha Mousse.

“I love Benjamin
Moore’s Bellbottom Blues, a
timeless shade of blue that
will continue to be a popular
choice in 2025. This color
can provide that touch of
boldness and personality

It’s not just a generator.

Protect what matters most with a Generac standby
generator — here to power your home in any outage.

Request a free quote today.

o T
GEHERATORS
e st

ALLAN DEARTH AND SONS
(828) 526-9325
https://adsemergencypower.com/

GENERAC
— |

while not being overpower-
ing. It has a slightly muted
undertone that provides a
striking contrast that also
feels balanced when paired
with neutrals, warm tones
and metallic finishes.” —
Margaret Donaldson of
MDI Luxury Design
Buttermilk Yellow
“Buttermilk  yellow,
reminiscent of gentle sun-
light, adds a glow to interi-
ors, instantly making them
more uplifting, It creates
spaces that feel safe, wel-
coming and restorative —
a perfect counterbalance
to the hustle and bustle of
modern life.”
— Matthew Williamson,
interior designer
Hot Cocoa
“Paint colors that ex-
hibit moodiness without
being terribly dark will be
very present in 2025. Hot
Cocoa by Sherwin-Williams
is a chocolatey-mauve that
provides depth but still re-
flects light beautifully and
transitions into a mid-tone
paint color.”” — Laura Wil-
liams of ATX Interior De-
sign
Berry Tones
“We are loving berry
tones. They give off a rich,
warm feeling without be-
ing overly feminine. They’re
also extremely versatile; a
deep cranberry would work
well for a moody dining
room ot you could pair a
mulberry with a fun wallpa-
per like we did in this mud-
room.
— E. Norton of Norton
Interiors
Deep Purple
“Purple is making a
bit of a comeback! 1 see a
lot of dark, moody plum
colors being incorporated
into spaces like bedrooms,
offices and lounges. Plum



evokes a warmth and pairs
well with rich woods and
green tones.”
— Gabrielle Bove of
Opaline Interiors Studio
Pitch Black
“I see Pitch Black by
Farrow & Ball as a trending
paint color for 2025. A true
statement color, it gives
off that coveted speakeasy
vibe. While super dramatic
and saturated, it’s actually
quite versatile and works
well in many homes, even
when the rest of the home
is light and airy.”
— Steph Schlegelmileh,
Jounder and principal designer
of Studio Seva
Shades of Red
“Shades within the red
palette have been emerging
more frequently in home
interiors, particularly the
darker, moodier tones like
garnet, wine and maroon.
The deep brick-red family
is one I have my eye on,

as it feels a bit dramatic yet
still warm and inviting.”
— Stephanie Pierce,
director of design and trends at
MasterBrand Cabinets
Classic White
“White is evolving!
While this classic color
will always remain in use,
its warmth is on the rise.
Our top choice for a white-
neutral this year is Sherwin-
Williams’” Shoji White. We
appreciate its lower reflec-
tive value of 74... a lower
reflective value contributes

to a richer warmth.” — Tif-
fany Matthews, founder of
Motif Homes

Light Green

“Relaxed green shades
are gentle and subdued, in-
spired by natural elements
like eucalyptus and olive
leaves. These greens often
lean towards neutral un-
dertones, such as gray or
beige, making them highly

e See PAINT page 14

Highlands Newspaper -Thurs., Sept. 4, 2025- 828-200-1371 - Page 13

Fall Home HmpE@V@m@mﬁ - 2025

Commercial Residential

Specializing in
Custom Garage Doors & Automatic Openers

Installation * Service * Repair
828-369-5014

Owner: Steve Raby * 7290 Highlands Rd ¢ Franklin

Backifrom/Dis
Waler, Damage, . llldd Fire~
-’§Garnel Cleaning :;Duct]

Glnnlngananunstrununnu >
i Ly, g

S

(MaIN STREET NURSERY

HIGHLANDS, NC

FALL Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8a to 5p
(Across from the Post Office)

135 Franklin Road
828-526-3956

fision

by Hotwire Communications

@100% all-fiber, internet with fast download and upload speeds
for homes and businesses.
@ Hotwire Technicians — our own employees not sub-contractors
who live and work in your community.
@ A local store open Monday-Friday 9AM to 5PM.
Stop by to learn more or just say Hello!

Hotwire Communications * 670 N 4th Street in Highlands * 833-986-1570

Want Super-Fast Internet
and Real Local Support?
Hotwire Communication

has you covered!

The best Internet your
hard-earned money can buy.
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..PAINT continued from page 13

versatile — perfect for cabinetry, millwork  to a space.” Blue-Green and peaceful colors with earthy tones, like
or walls. They also bring a soothing calm — Ashley Macuga of Collected Interiors “The 2025 color trend will be calm  blue-green, to settle down the dust in your
mind. This thoughtfully chosen color cre-
ates a natural, harmonious atmosphere,

blending boldness with a soothing calm.
I I D C g Petfectly designed to evoke tranquility, it

. sets the stage for a truly refreshing envi-
- : 2 2
HIGHLANDS

ronment.”

= 7 1 Beniamin Moore — TC Chon, founder of Design Deter-
DECORATING )
CENTER Mossy Gold

“Following the lead by Pantone and
their newly revealed color of the year,
Mocha Mousse, I predict paint colors that
are hard to define for 2025. For example,
this color, Mossy Gold by Sherwin-Wil-
liams, has equally strong green, gold and
brown vibes. In the new year, we can em-
brace complexity with nuanced colors like
these.”
— Molly Kunselpan, interior designer
Deep Reds
“I definitely see deep reds trending
again for 2025. I talk about color psychol-
ogy in my new book, House Rules: 100
Ways To Feel at Home, and red evokes
passion, high energy and excitement,
making it the perfect color to use for a fun
and lively space.”
— Emma Beryl Kemper, interior designer
Creamy White
“For 2025, I believe we’ll see a shift
away from stark whites toward sophis-
ticated creamy, nuanced shades that still
preserve the clean, timeless aesthetic
homeowners crave. Creamier whites, like
B Sherwin-Williams’ A.labast.er, lend \Varm.th
WOODLUE and subtle dept.h while acting as a versatile
ittty canvas that pairs beautifully with natural
' woods, bold colors and metallic finishes.”
— Vyanca Soto, Owner of Market
Studio Interiors
Coffee-Inspired Hues
“Barista by Benjamin Moore will be
a standout color in 2025 for its rich hue,
ﬁ - carthy warmth and timeless versatility.

FD r bEHUty th at goes t B-qﬂ,;aﬂ% Maore ¥ 8§  BempaminMoore % Coffee-inspired tones create a sophisticat-
deepe r than the surface. ' WUUDLU}(E W[][I[]I_UIE ' ed look that works for so many spaces —

dining rooms, fireplaces, powder rooms,

e — I

_ ) e L you name it! It’s the perfect moody and
The ultimate protection for outdoor beauty. = bold color while maintaining an earthy

Our innovative formulas minimize film build ] base to not scare off a rule follower.”

to reduce cracking and peeling for less prep, — Amanda Leigh ”/‘%fzégé’f’g’;;;:

easier coating, and long-lasting results. Reddish Brown

: 330 Dillard Road “Warm, reddish browns are in for
See the Love Highlands NC 28741 2025, and I especially love the depth and
8282009226 saturated hue of Benjamin Moores Wal-
wiwiw.highlandsdecorating.com nut . It’s a beautiful color that even some-
one like me, who usually gravitates toward

jewel tones, can embrace.”
Cider Aeemasy i ertums Sriy when Trsd in guality Beajamin Moaie” par staine. Color reptpasnastiond may differ shghtly freem acocal sain. — Beth Diana S/iZ'ZﬂZ, nterior deflgﬂﬁ"

B304 Beajamen Mooie & Co. Binjimin Moons, e trianghs 7 gymbsol, s Suse Ane rgistavod racerarks liksnaed 1o Banjaorin Mocen & Co, 724




From left: Dan Rupp, Vlce President; Delaine Mehder; Lisa Burgess, Secretary; Beth Townes,
Treasurer; John Warner; DeeDee Thompson; Amy Cooper; Co-President; and Cal Isaacs, Co-
President.

Mountain Findings elects new board members

The board, in collaboration with committees, is responsible for overseeing the annual al-
location of community grant awards and high school senior scholarships, as well as man-
aging donations, volunteers, and the Mountain Findings Thrift Store — neatly $460,000 in
2025 alone.
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September Special! 35% to 55% off

P/C/(up
&
e/iVery
Open for the last 40 years, Shiraz has been offering wholesale prices to the public on its
entire inventory of genuinely hand-woven oriental rugs. Thousands of antique and

contemporary pieces from around the world.
HAND CLEANING * RESTORATION * APPRAISALS
Fﬁ-—-.-________-_ - .

"~ (828) 526-5759

Main Street * Oak Square
Highlands, NC 28741
wwwi.shirazruggalleries.com

Caih o CREChE AdirRied
OTHER SHOWROOMS:
TAMPA « NAPLES * SARASOTA
ORLANDO

E ACP Home Interiors

1990 Dillard Road, Highlands, NC 28741
828-526-4500

VISIT OUR NEW SE

COND LOCATION IN TOWN
LOCATED AT 215 N.4TH STRE

ET - NOW OPEN!

Let us help you make your house ... your home.

Follow ACP Highands on Facebook and Instagram for Specials!
Open to the Public since 1983
www.acphomeinteriors.com
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EST. 1957

HOWARD HANNA

ALLEN TATE REAL ESTATE

Bigger.

$37 BILLION in closed sales volume built on trusted relationships
and deep market expertise in the communities where you live and work.

Better.

NUMBER ONE family-owned brokerage in the U.S. Where
personal expertise and cutting-edge technology work together
to deliver exceptional results for your family.

Brighter.

MORE THAN $27 MILLION returned to the neighborhoods

where our agents and clients call home—supporting public education

and children's free care programs—because strong communities
create lasting value for everyone.

One Promise: A homeownership
experience that combines proven expertise
with personalized service.

Let us show you.

Together we're Built differently.

HOWARDHANNATATE.COM Loading
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LUXURY
I PORTFOLIO
INTERNATIONAL

HERE. THERE.
EVERYWHERE.

LEADING EVERY MARKET WE SERVE WITH PURPOSE

LOCAL

REGIONAL

50

$7.24B

IN TOTAL CLOSED
SALES

&5

2,115+

AGENTS + EMPLOYEES
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IN THE CAROLINAS IN LUXURY
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ooa eeccees

75+ 68
OFFICES YEARS

56)

$37B

IN TOTAL CLOSED
SALES
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13,077+

AGENTS + OFFICES
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#1

LARGEST FAMILY-
OWNED REAL ESTATE
BROKERAGE IN THE US.
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K
470+

OFFICES

b

#1

BROKERAGE IN PA,
OH, NY,IN, &
THE CAROLINAS

$

18,000+

AGENTS + EMPLOYEES

OVER $27 MILLION raisep

Together we give back so our communities can thrive
and families can move forward with confidence.

DA,

Rankings based on REAL Trends 500 report; based on 2024 transaction sides.

SCAN TO VIEW MORE LUXURY LISTINGS
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.. RACE continued from page 1

This year’s gathering will include a
presentation entitled “Creating a Family
Story.”” There will also be music by local
vocalist Carol Criminger Grantham, sto-
ries by historic family members and an op-
portunity to sign up to have family stories
recorded for preservation and used by the
Historical Society. Tracy Foor and long-
time Highlands resident, Mike Thompson,
will co-host the event.

“The goal of the Descendants’ Re-
ception is to provide a setting for fami-
lies of early settlers of Highlands and
surrounding areas to commune together,
and to welcome newcomers to join in and
see the complex relations between High-
lands’ eatly settlers and families involved,”
said Thompson. “Memories disappear
in space and become lost in time if they
aren’t recorded. Preservation procures fu-
ture knowledge and is the only pathway
for generations ahead to have questions
answered about your family.”

The Highlands Historical Society
is attempting to collect oral histories as a
way to honor the memories and stories of
long-time Highlands’ families. The goal
is to promote those histories by posting
videos on their website through a month-
ly “Featured Family” which will gift the
Highlands community with a brief glimpse

.-

-, A

of the past through the eyes of each fami-
lies’ story.

“The history of a community is best
told by the families that lived that history,”
said Foor. “Oral histories have been de-
scribed as ‘the first kind of history” Their
personal nature makes them a great source
for people wanting to discover more about
a certain event or era. We hope events like
these become a catalyst for all families to be-
gin preserving their own histories and HHS
is attempting to provide the tools for that to
happen more easily.”

The Descendants’ Reception will be
held on Saturday, September 27th from 11a
— 1p at the Highlands Community Building
located at 869 N. 4th Street. The event is
free and a light lunch will be included. If you
are interested in participating in this year’s
Descendants’ Reception, please pre-register
at highlands100plus@gmail.com. For more
information go to highlandshistory.com.

The celebration of Highlands® 150th
Anniversary will continue that day with the
Highlands Heritage Jamboree, sponsored
by the Highlands Chamber of Commerce,
beginning at 1p in Kelsey-Hutchinson Park.
There will be music by the Navy Band, blue-
grass music by Darren Nicholson and the
Shedhouse Trio, clogging, moonshine and
more!

7%0 /

Celebrating Highlands' Heritage

Listen for the call of the Highlands
Bagpipers as they perform from a

different location one Saturday

of each month through October.

This Month’s Performance:

Highlands United Methodist Church
315 Main Street
Saturday, September 6 | 4:30 - 5pm

Performances are made possible by the Highlands Chamber of Commerce/Visit Highlands, NC.

HicurLanNnDS

NORTH CAROLINA

THE HEIGHT OF HAPPINESS | ELEV. 4118

828-526-2112
visithighlandsnc.com

..GREEN continued from page 1

water in the stream that feeds Harris Lake.

said Jimmy Teem, Macon County Emergen-
cy Management Cootdinatot/Fire Marshal.

“It escaped the system at the High-
lands School and entered their storm water
drainage system. A tributary sent it to Harris
Lake,” said Mayor Pat Taylor.

Propylene Glycol is an environmentally
friendly anti-freeze used to de-ice planes,
also in some large HVAC systems and other
uses in the food industry.

The night of the event, the Depart-
ment of Environmental Quality took sam-
ples from Harris Lake. As alarming as it was,
luckily there was no harm to Highlands’ wa-
ter source, the environment or wildlife.

“Testing was conducted Thursday eve-
ning by the Regional Response Team 6 of
the Asheville Fire Department and again
Friday by the Department of Environmen-
tal Quality. The results were that there are

no negative impacts to waterways, wildlife,
pets, or humans. All test results were within
normal limits,” said Teem.

According to Highlands Public Service
Director Lamar Nix and Mayor Pat Taylor,
the town’s water supply pumps were turned
off at Lake Sequoyah so there was no im-
pact to Highlands’ water supply.

“The water treatment plant can oper-
ate from other sources,” said Nix.

The mayor said the state tested the en-
tire watershed from Harris Lake to Mirror
Lake.

“They found no contamination from
the glycol but upon their recommendation
and to side on extreme caution, Harris Lake
was closed until Tuesday,” said the mayor.

According to Teem, Harris Lake will
not need to be drained, nor any action
needed regarding the underlying soil.
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he15th Annual

Dazzling Dahlia Festival
September 4 - 6

Celebrate the art of the dahlia at The Bascom. This dazzling
weekend blends fine art and floral beauty with gallery-
inspired arrangements, blooming ceramics, and the beloved

: " Fall Reception
Single Bloom Competition. ?

September 4th | 5 pm

Petals and Perspectives
Floral design showcase
September 5th | 10 am - 5 pm
September 6th | 10 am - 4 pm

Due to the generosity of our supporters, Dahlia Festival Programming

is offered free of charge.

P
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b
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Studio Member
Pottery Show
September 5th - 6th | 10 am - 4 pm

Single Bloom Competition
Public Viewing
September 5th | 3:30 - 5 pm
September 6th | 10 am - 4 pm

The Dahlia Dialogue
with Drew English
September 6th | 11 am

&

THERASCOM

A CENTER FOR THE VISUAL ARTS

323 Franklin Road Highlands, NC
828.526.4949 | TheBascom.org

HicarLaND$S

NORTH CAROLINA

THE HEIGHT OF HAPPINESS | ELEV. 4118

Funding is due in part to a Tourism
Grant with Visit Highlands
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..LETTERS continued from page 7
Let’s put party affiliation aside and take back our country

Dear Editor:

Recently, JD Vance referred to protest-
ers in Washington DC as “stupid white hip-
pies who are in their 90s, who need to go
home and take a nap.” In addition, he said
they have never felt danger in their lives.
Imagine dismissing a whole generation of
people who lived through the violence of
the Civil Rights Era, the Vietnam war with
its protests, as well as the Kent State Mas-
sacre. How can he know what danger we
encountered when he was not even alive?

As a Democrat I think we have let Re-
publicans define us for too long, calling us
socialists, communists, traitors, and pedo-

philes, among others. When Newt Gingrich
was elected Speaker of the House he called
Democrats the ‘enemy’ and so we have been
ever since. And when Barack Obama be-
came president, it became common to say
we are un-American, un-Christian, baby kill-
ers, satanists and more.

Now the current administration runs
roughshod over our rights, and the press is
criticizing Democrats for not fighting back.
Reports indicate that more Democrats are
choosing to become unaffiliated. It has be-
come hard to say, “I am proud to be a Dem-
ocrat.”” Why? Democrats are responsible for
equal voting rights, for social security, for

MOUNTAIN LAKES

MEDICAL CENTER
162 Legacy Point Clayton, GA 30525

Medicare and Medicaid, all social programs
attempting to create a balance for rich and
poort, young and old, black and white, and
people with sexual and religious differences.

Using fake crime statistics, our Repub-
lican President is exaggerating the danger
and sending armed troops into democratic
cities. He is also threatening to send the mil-
itary to other democratic cities. Republican
governors are sending troops to these same
cities in support of the President’s agenda.
Republican cities that have higher crime
rates are not on the President’s radar. And
today the media is saying he has become the
‘Tough on Crime President, wondering if

Your Ear, Nose and Throat (ENT) & Audiology Care

Dr. Keith Jackson, MD, ENT
Emory University and

All in One Location!

Medical College of Georgia

Contact: (706) 782-0478

CONNECT

® O W ®

Dr. Erica McVey, Audiologist
University of Texas

www.mountainlakesmedicalcenter.com / www.mlmcphysiciansgroup.com

Democrats can counter that.

Last week there was another school
shooting, Two children are dead; 14 others
injured. When we should be asking, “Where
are the gun safety laws that were promised?”
we again say it is too eatly to talk about gun
reform. While here in NC, Republicans are
trying to lower the age for concealed carry
from 21 to 18. Does that make people feel
safer? Is there ever a right time?

It is time to quit asking what Demo-
crats are doing and ask, ‘What the heck is
our President doing?” And it is time to ask
what we the people can do. I hope you con-
sider coming back to the Democratic Party
if you were a member. If you have been in-
dependent, I hope you will join us. If you are
a Republican who opposes the actions of
the current administration come over to the
other side. You do not have to stay forever.
And in the process the people can define
what Democrats, and this country, stand for.

The division we are experiencing can-
not prevail; we are in danger of losing our
hard-won democracy. A president who cre-
ates chaos, pits republicans against demo-
crats, rural people against urban dwellers
in his own country, does not deserve to be
president. Neither do those republicans and
cabinet members under his sway need to be
in power. Watching the President’s efforts to
gerrymander more republican districts one
must believe that the plan is for Democrats
never to enact legislation again.

It is up to Democrats to protest, call
out their representatives and to vote out Re-
publicans. Be one with us.

Margaret Pickett
Highlands

COREY JAMES GALLERY

& Estate Consignments

Bronze sculpture ¢ Paintings
Vintage & Antique Collectables &
Furniture - Costume Jewelry

On the corner of 3rd & Spring



..MJAYOR continued from page 2

control in emergency situations.

Some folks were concerned about the
spill’s impact on wildlife. We were too, but
after repeated observations, our staff saw
no evidence of fish or aquatic species being
killed at Harris Lake. The same can be said
of waterfowl.

One person on Facebook said the re-
lease of the glycol was intentional. I was
at the school when the fire marshal deter-
mined the source of the breach and dam-
age. No one intentionally released the lig-
uid; it was an accident. I am certain county
and school officials will continue to assess

exactly what caused the mishap and how to
correct the problem permanently.

One person online declared someone
should go to prison for this spill. Really?
Amazingly, a person on Facebook can make
such an instantaneous judgment without
knowing the facts. Intemperate discourse is
awash on the internet.

Finally, please get the new Town of
Highlands App. It is tailored for exactly this
type of situation. The app also provides an
immediate portal to the town website. Both
platforms can post real-time reports that are
more correct than Facebook chatter.

Open for
Lunch
1a to 3p

Open Tues. - Sat.
Pet Friendly Place Where Friends Meet
With the same menu, low prices, FREE coffee and an older more mellow attitude!
Come by for a visit and enjoy those Appalachian Fries and a Gyro!
Salads e Pitas e Burgers ¢ Philly Cheese Steak ® Shrimp Pita ® Susan’s Rueben
Italian Sausage ® Appalachian Fries ® Onion Rings ® Jambalaya ¢ Kabobs
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Shrimp Gumbo e Soups

Dine in or Call in your order for Pickup! e 828-482-1513
462 Dillard Road, Highlands (across from Dusty’s)

CELEBRATING HIGHLANDS" HERITAGE
FEATURING TRADITIONAL MUSIC,

.
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All Croducts

© Avinys

LASER CENTER
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k‘\RE]UVENATE 201

September 19, 2025
10:00am to 4:00pm

We carry the RX Medical Grade Products

209 Hospital Rd,

Highlands, NC 28741
828-482-4430
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DANCING, BBQ & MOONSHINE

PERFORMANCES BY
U.S. NAVY BAND: FOUR-STAR EDITION
J CREEK CLOGGERS
HIGHLANDS BAGPIPERS &
SLEDHOUSE TRIO WITH DARREN NICHOLSON

Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park
Saturday, September 27, 1-7:30pm
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Lessons from
the trees

Ken Langsdorf
Lutheran Church of the
Holy Family

ere in Highlands, we are transitioning from one
Hseason to another. It has been a wonderful Sum-

mer. We have had plenty of rain and high tem-
peratures. We enjoyed resting in the sunshine. Now we are
ready for Fall. We look forward to cooler evenings and crisp
mornings. The changing color of leaves is always a high-
light. The variety of colors amazes us and draws crowds to
gaze at the beauty. Fall is a refreshing season.

As we move from Summer into Fall, what lessons can
we learn in this change of seasons? We may look at our
own lives and consider how we are changing. How are we
beautiful in new ways? And as we watch the leaves fall from
the trees, we may wonder, what in my life do I need to let
go of? What hurts or failings from the past season do I
need to let go of?

As the trees shed their leaves, we can ponder the im-
portance of forgiveness for our own lives. What is within
us that needs to be forgiven? We also reflect on the pains
have we endured from others that need to drop from us?

It may take all the whole Fall season to work this pro-
cess of letting go and forgiving, but we have this season.
We have this time to release the pain and hurt as well as
the guilt and shame. We have this season to let go and be
refreshed.

Forgiveness begins as we take into the depth of our
spirits the promise that God forgives us. That is the mes-
sage of Jesus. In his teachings and through his death and
resurrection we receive the assurance of forgiveness.

As we truly believe that God forgives us and that there
is nothing that will take us out of God’s grace, we can then
begin to forgive ourselves. This is quite a process, but the
more we trust in God’s grace the more we can accept for-
giveness. It is then from this place of renewal that we con-
sider forgiving other people.

I appreciate this quote from Les Brown that says,
“Forgive anyone who caused you pain or harm. Keep in
mind that forgiving is not for others. It is for you. For-
giving is not forgetting, It is remembering without anger.
It frees up your power, heals your body, mind and spirit.
Forgiveness opens up a pathway to a new place of peace
where you can persist despite what has happened to you.”

As we receive forgiveness, we feel so relieved and
renewed, and we want others to know this too. So, from
this place of being forgiven we can then express this same
forgiveness to others. This, too, is a process. It may take
a whole season to work through our hurt and come to a
point where we can offer forgiveness. It is not simple, but
it is necessary.

This Fall, consider the trees and let them guide you in
this season of forgiveness and renewal.

e PrLacEs 10 WORSHIP ®

BLUEVALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor (828) 421-1315
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.,Worship:| |
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
828-269-3546 ¢ Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| |
CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev.Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298
Sundays: School at 9:30;Worship 10:30
GRACE CHAPEL ON HIGH HOLLY
9615 Dillard Rd Scaly Mountain, N C.

Pastor Steve Kerhoulas. http://www.Graceonhighholly.com
Sunday School 9:45;Worship | |; Prayer Service VWed 5:30p
Men’s and Women'’s Bible Study throughout the week
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH
The Rev'd Dr. Marc Robertson & Rev. Nick McGee
464 U.S. Hwy. 64E, Cashiers, NC
CAC@christanglicancashiers.org * 828-743-1701
Sunday:Adult Christian Ed, 9:15a; Holy Eucharist, 10:30a;
Fellowship 1 1:45a;VWed: Bible Study/Contemplative Prayer, 5p
CHRIST CHURCH OF THEVALLEY. CASHIERS
Pastor Jacob Tedder ¢ Jacob@cashiers.church * 743-5470
www.cashiers.church
Sun. 10:452;Wed Study5:15p supper and childcare.
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH
283 Spring Street - Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m.
Testimony meeting: 3rd Wednesday at 5:30 p.m.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| la.m.

I'st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.
Wednesdays —Supper at 6 p.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com ¢ 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC ¢ Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins
Sun: Service 10:45am, Children’s 10:30am

Wed.:Youth 5:30-7pm;Women'’s Bible Study: Mon. 4:30pm, Tues.

|0am; Men’s Bible Study:Wed. & Thurs. 7am @ Zookeeper
Bistro
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev.W.Bentley Manning, Rector ¢ 526-2968
5th and Main streets * www.incarnationwnc.org
Sunday: Rite |, spoken, 8 am in Chapel, Rite Il with Choir 10:30
am in Sanctuary,Wed: Healing Eucharist 12 pm in Chapel,
Morning Prayer: Mon-Thurs 8:30 am in Chapel
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 » www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor * 220 Main Street, Highlands
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am;Women'’s 10:30 am
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Emily Wilmarth, pastor;, Rev. Kelley Connelly Asso. Pastor
828-526-3175 * fpchighlands.org
Sun.:Adult Ed.: 10a;Worship | la;Tues: Men’s Group 103;
Wed: Bell Choir 4p. Chancel Choir:5:30p
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd)

Sunday School:10 am.Worship Service:| | am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com ¢ Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814
Services: Sundays |0am -Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. « Glenville. NC ¢ 743-2729 + Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a.Worship | 1a & 7p. Bible Study 6p
Wed. Kidsquest 6p.;VWorship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 « 165 S. Sixth Street
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays:Worship:| |
HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson ¢ 11339 Buck Creek Road
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily
sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a. & 6p.Vednesday Worship is 6p
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376
In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
909a Bluegrass and | laTraditional
www.highlandsmethodist.org
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA
2152 Dillard Road ¢ 526-9741
Rev. Ken Langsdrof
Worship/Communion: 10:30 All are welcome.
Visit our website: Holy Family Lutheran Highlands NC
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C.28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| |. Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
Franklin » 828-634-1312 * mountainsynagoguewnc.com.
Services: |st Fri.and 3rd Sat.and Rosh Hashanah & Yom
Kippur.
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH
743-2583 * Independent Bible Church
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church. 4224 Big Ridge
(4.5 miles from NC 107)

Weds:Youth Group 6 p.m.; Bible Study 6:30 p.m.;
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone — 526-2418
Sat. 4pm 5/24/25-10/25/25; Sun. - | lam
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School —10 a.m.;Worship -1 | am.& 7
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates * 526-3212
Sun.: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:10:45 a.m.;Worship: 6 p.m.
SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev.Andy Cloer
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:I | a.m.
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m.
ST.JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Mass: Sun. 9a (English); Mon. 9:30a (Vatican Il in Latin); Tues.
7p (Spanish);Wed.,9:30a (English)

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: * 743-2359 « Rev. Rob Wood
Sunday Service (summer): 8am, 9:30am & | lam
Visit our website: www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com
Our Bazaar Barn supports outreach in the community.
Open Thurs - Sat. | lam-3pm
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
85 Sierra Drive. Franklin ¢ uufranklin.org
Sunday Worship - | | am.
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers *828-743-2122
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e Police & FIRE REPORTS ®

Highlands Police entries from
Aug. 25. Only the names of persons
arrested, issued a summons/cita-
tion, issued a Class-3 misdemean-
or or those of public officials have
been used.

Aug. 25

* At 12:32 am,, officers responded
to a call of trespassing at a Biscuit Rock
Road residence when someone came
onto the property which displays “no
trespassing” signs and attempted to en-
ter the building.

* At 4:50 a.m,, officers responded
to a call of a person with outstanding
warrants attempting to break into a resi-
dent’s porch on Upper Lake Road.

* At 7:30 a.m., officers responded to
a two-vehicle accident in the Highlands
School Bus Loop.

* At 8:20 a.m., Cesar Alejandro Are-
valo, 40, of Highlands, was arrested on
three outstanding warrants from another
jurisdiction. He was taken to the Macon
County Detention Center and issued a
$40,000 secured bond.

Aug. 27

* At 5 p.m,, Cesar Alejandro Arevalo,
40, of Highlands, was issued a criminal
summons for trespassing.

* At 6:30 p.m., officers responded to
an unattended death at a residence on
Wahoo Trail.

Aug.28

* At 2:20 p.m.,, officers responded to a
two-vehicle accident on South Street.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue log
from Aug. 26.

Aug. 26

* At 11:19 a.m,, the dept. responded
to a fire alarm at a residence on Shelby
Drive.

* At 6:57 p.m,, the dept. responded
to a fire alarm at a residence on Worley
Road.

Aug. 27

* At 11:22 p.m,, the dept. provided
mutual aid to the Cashiers FD.

* At 8:19 a.m,, the dept. was first-re-
sponders to a residence on Big Bear Pen
Road.

Come trek the

The Highlands Plateau Greenway
invites you to experience the legendary
Kelsey Trail Hike, returning for its 7th bi-
ennial appearance on Saturday, October
4. This 4.5-mile trek retraces the original
1883 path carved by Highlands co-founder
Samuel Kelsey through a primeval forest to
the cliffs of Whiteside Mountain.

Mocked in its day as “Kelsey’s trail to
nowhere,” the route wound through Bear
Pen Gap, Highlands Falls, Soldier’s Cave,
Garnet Rock, and panoramic views from
Wildcat Ridge before ending at a Chero-
kee campsite near the summit. It quickly
became a favorite walk for generations —

e

historic Kels y

i T R gt

Trail
and remains a breathtaking way to connect
with Highlands’ historic past.

Four groups of 25 hikers will depart by
shuttle from the Recreation Park at 7:30, 8,
8:30, and 9 AM. The mostly downhill hike
lasts about four hours at a leisurely pace. A
$100 donation supports the Highlands Pla-
teau Greenway and includes watet, snacks,
and rest stops along the trail.

This hike only happens every two years!
Registration is available online at www.high-
landsgreenway.com.

Photo of Kelsey Trail Hikers at Garnet
Rock in 2023

* At 12:33 p.m,, the dept. responded
to a fire alarm at a residence on Buck
Creek Road.

* At 2:39 p.m,, the dept. was first-re-
sponders to a residence on Bowery Road.

* At 3:21 p.m,, the dept. responded to
a fire alarm at a residence on S. Old Wal-
halla Road.

* At 6:29 p.m., the dept. was first-re-
sponders to a residence on Wahoo Trail.

Aug.28

* A little past midnight, the dept. inves-
tigated the source of smoke at a residence
on Mount Lori Drive.

* At 6:57 a.m.,, the dept. was first-re-
sponders to a residence on Buck Creek
Road.

* At 12:33 p.m,, the dept. responded
to a fire alarm at a location on Half Mile
Drive.

* At 5:15 p.m,, the dept. provided mu-
tual aid to the Cashiers FD.

* At 5:33 p.m,, the dept. was first-re-

sponders to a residence on Chestnut Lane.

* At 2:39 p.m,, the dept. responded to
a call of a chemical spill on Pierson Drive.

Aug.29

* At 6:51 a.m, the dept. was first-
responders to a residence on Clubhouse
Trail.

* At 9:53 p.m,, the dept. investigated

the cause of smoke at a location on Pier-
son Drive.

Aug. 30

* At 6:33 a.m,, the dept. provided
mutual aid to the Cashiers FD.

* At 9:40 a.m,, the dept. was first-
responders to a residence on Hemlock
Lane.

* At 12:4] p.m,, the dept. was first-
responders to a residence on Glen Falls
Trail.

* At | 1:05 p.m,, the dept. responded
to a gas alarm at a residence on NC 106
(Dillard Road).

Aug.31

* At |1:05 p.m., the dept. provided
public assistance at a location on Main
Street.

* At 7:07 p.m., the dept. was first-re-
sponders to a residence on Cook Road.

Sept. |

* At 11:38 a.m,, the dept. was first-
responders to a residence on Memorial
Park Drive.

* At 9:47 p.m,, the dept. responded
to a Co2 alarm at a residence on Kettle
Rock Road.

Sept. 2

* At 8:17 a.m,, the dept. responded
to a fire alarm at a residence on Hedden
Lane.

STUART SLOAN, REAL ESTATE LAW
828-482-8088 STU@SLOANVANHOOK.COM
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HIGHLANDS CHURCH
9a Sunday mornings
LIVE STREAM: Andy Stanley

o 0 o
Following Jesus makes your life better,
And makes you better at life!

For details, text Bee at 404-307-1415

the hemlocks
on 25 acres at the basg
of Whiteside
Mountain.

Ryan M. Bears
Branch Leader

Cell: 803-271-5426
Off ce: 828-526-8784
ryan.bears@allentate.com

Accepting New Clients
in Highlands and Franklin

LISATHOMPSON
DOG SITTING

« daily drop-in visits

« overnight & extended
stays

« dog walking
828.424.4637

HIGHLAMNDS
CASHIERS

CHRISTIE’S |

INTERMATIOMAL REAL ESTATE

Colleen Kerrigan, Broker
615-400-5498

colleen.kerrigan.wnc@gmail.com

Authenticity, Honesty, Integrity

Highlands Office 210 N. Fifth Street

> 828-526-9325 «

Generators aren’t just a “thing” we do,
generators are all we do!

Storage Units Available
Secure 24-Hour Access
Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms

Call today to find out why we’re
“Highlands Premier Facility”

828-482-1045 Lookor our sign!

Buck Creek Rd - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Road near the hospital

e Grading
* Excavating
¢ Driveways
* Build sites
* Hauling
e Septic Systems

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643
Officelfax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com

828-200-9217 Fully Insured

Crane
Rentals _}%3
Available“2

MENDOZA TREE Expl-:m-
Quality Tree Care & Removal |8+ years

estimates@mendozatree.com
mendozatreeservices.com

COUNSELING

CENTER
OF HIGHLANDS

Peggy Crosby Center » 348 South Fifth Street
828-482-7417

info@counselingcenter.org + counseling-center.org

We are nonprofit and provide counseling on a sliding scale fee so
everyone can receive the care they need regardiess of ability to pay.

Al Stoneham

Realtor-Brofer
Luzxury Home Specialist
Licensed in NC & GA

Cell: 828-332-9767
al.stoncham@allentate.com

ALLEN TATE REALTORS/PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP
HIGHLANDS/SCAINQUNTAIN/CASHIERS

360 MAIN STREET

ESTATE JEWELERS OF
HIGH luﬁl'l I:IS

ﬁhi}iqﬁhuni Only!
Call: 828-526-1960
Text: 770-855-0825 S
!llall -lnihlgillanlls@gmall.mm P

Kiln dried
FIREWOOD

Delivery or pickup

2460 Cashiers Road « Highlands 828-526-2395
highlandslawnandgarden.com
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* CILASSIFIEDS ®

HELP WANTED

WE ARE LOOKING for professional, responsible,
positive people with a team-player attitude to fill, waitstaff,
bartender, Busser & host positions.Apply in person at Wild
Thyme Gourmet 343-D Main Street. No phone calls please.
(st. 8/14)

AVAILABLE

CLIMATE-CONTROLLED CAR STORAGE.
Limited availability. Email if interested: LB@vsurgic.com (st.
3/6)

Leaders Farmhouse
Kinsale, Ireland
Restored cottage overlooking
the sea.
Make this your home for
golfing at Old Head
leadersfarmhouse@gmail.com

AUTOMOTIVE

SERVICE & REPAIR
LT .

On,

N
“E5TIC . FORT

828-787-2360
2851 Cashiers Road, Highlands

We're proud to be a family-owned company with 43 years in the
business, and even prouder to now serve the Highlands community.
~ Bob Saladna, Owner

Hereistiwhatss
HighlandsfAitomotive!
fs all elbeuE

* Same-day service for most maintenance
and routine repairs.
* Top-tier diagnostic & programming tools
— just like the dealer.
* New tire, alignment & balancing
equipment for precision and speed.
* Same experienced technicians.

We service ALL domestic and foreign vehicles.

&

Also serving customers in: P
Atlanta, GA | Dallas, TX | Houston, TX 1“_"_?
. (T B
Come see the difference. :

FOR SALE

11.62 ACRES, 7 MILES SOUTH OF HIGH-
LANDS. $287,301. Owner financing. 200 mature blueberry
plants. 3 springs. Email rickhavron@gmail.com. (st. 8/14)

COACH CLUB - Class A motorcoach lot and auxil-
iary building. One Half mile from Main Street! 850-572-8308.
(st.8/14)

tract. 360 views of App Trail & Bartram Trail. Road in place,
easy building site, drive right to the top of Buck Knob in
Scaly Mtn. $550k. exitmountain@gmail.com: 828-276-3569
(st.7/17)

1968 JAGUAR XKE S 1.5 ROADSTER CON-
VERTIBLE - Restored in very good condition | family
owned All original paperwork available $80,000. 252-216-
9197 (st. 7/3)

LAND - 7.5 miles south of Highlands, 8.64 acres with
spring, by far the best view in the area at $200,000. 828-974-
1137.(8/1)

SEASONED FIREWOOD - Any size load. call 828-
342-6806. (st. 1/25)

TINY HOME LOTS FOR SALE. $55k-$85k ea. Each
lot comes with GREAT MOUNTAIN VIEWS, water, power,
and sewer run to each lot. www.TinyMountainEstates.com
for more info. (10/30/25)

FOR RENT

| BR/I BA APT - LEAF & HOLIDAY SEASON
RENTAL - located 6 miles from downtown Highlands off
of Hwy 106. Fully furnished $175 per night/ 3 night minimum
- Starlink internet. Call Pam 828.482.2554 (st. 8/21)

2BD/2BA CABIN - 4.5 miles from downtown High-
lands. Furnished or unfurnished. Annual lease. $1,500/mth.
Call Tom. 404-213-2431. (st. 7/24).

HIGHLANDS 1-2 SPACES - | large or 2 smaller
spaces for rent in popular Mill Creek Shopping Center next
door to Blue Bike Cafe. Each space is 800 sq/ft at $2,333/
mo OR both spaces at 1,600 sq/ft for $4400/mo. Inquires to
Debi: bock7@me.com or 404-323-9444. (st. 7/10)

4 BDM/3 BATH HIGHLANDS - Updated farm
home, located between Highlands & Cashiers off Hwy 64.
$4,500/month, includes all utilities with high speed wifi. Call
Marcy 828-482-4239 (st. 7/10)

2BD/2BATH SINGLE WIDE $1,200 per month in-
ternet included. First last security. Mark 828-200-0765. (st.
5/29)

SERVICES

RETIRED SPEECH THERAPIST with years of
geriatric experience offering private caregiving services. 828-
564-6493. (st. 8/28)

PLATEAU PAINTERS - Interior and exterior paint-

ing, pressure washing, decks, and sanding and staining wood
floors. Division of Chatlos Construction. Fully insured. Free
estimates. Call Mike at 828-200-4071. (6/26)

JUNK REMOVAL SERVICE —We take anything. Call
828-200-0492 (7/31)

DUMP RUNS. Competitive Pricing. Call for details.
828-421-2655. (4/30)

HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS HANDYMAN — Chat-
los Construction — Remodels,Additions, Framing, Siding, Roof-
ing, Decks, Painting. References. Insured. 828-200-407 1. (4/30)

NEED FURNITURE MOVED OR ANYTHING
HAULED AWAY? Call or text James of Going Gone at
828-421-2655. (7/31)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/KEVIN VINSON:
scanning photos, slides & negatives to CD or DVD for easier
viewing.Video transfer to DVD. Everything done in house.
Leave message at 828-526-5208.

OLD NOW HIRING
EDWARDS  ‘offcerates

HOSPITALITY GROUP

¢ EXPERIENCED HOTEL/RESORT Sales Manager

e EXPERIENCED HOTEL/RESORT Catering & Events
Manager

¢ Sales Office Manager

¢ Sales Associate
Apply at www.oldedwardshospitality.com/careers

Email careers@oldedwardsinn.com
Phone: 828-787-2631

MountainTop Rotary
supports Big Brothers Big
Sisters

Mountaintop Rotary’s Michael Lanzilotta and Club
President Andy Walker present check to Danielle Hernan-
dez of The Plateau Boys and Gitls Club at Monday’s meet-
ing

¢ Mountaintop Rotary’s Michael Lanzilotta and Club
President Andy Walker present check to Hudson Library
Foundation Philip Curcuru at Monday’s meeting

Mountaintop Rotary President Andy Walker presents
pen to Debi Bock following her presentation on Highlands
Cashiers Film Festival at Monday’s meeting.



Page 26 - Highlands Newspaper -Thurs., Sept. 4,2025 - 828-200-1371

e HicHLANDS AREA EVENTS @

POOL SCHEDULE

* Lap Swim: Mon.-Fri. 6am-
9:45am, and Saturday |0am-11pm - 6
lanes. Water Aerobics: 18 y+ Mon.-
Fri. 10-1lam with Karen Cham-

bers. Adult Swim: 18y+ Mon.-Thurs.
I lam-3:30pm, Friday |lam-1:30pm.

Public Swim: Mon. thru Thurs.. 3:30-
7pm, Saturday | lam-6pm and Sun-
day |-6pm

PICKLE BALL

* At the Recreation Dept. every
Monday - Friday 10am-1pm indoors
for the winter (notice the days and
time has changed),

MOUNTAIN FINDINGS

* Open: 10 am - | pm. Spruce
Street. www.mountainfindings.org

SATURDAY MARKET

* Farmers Market in KH Found-
ers Park on Pine Street from 8a-
12:30p rain or shine.

ALLWEEK

Highlands/Cashiers Alcoholics
Anonymous “Open Meetings” are
for anyone who thinks they may
have a drinking problem or for any-
one interested in the A.A. recovery
program. Open meetings are held
in Highlands @ the Ist Presbyte-
rian Church, 471 Main St,, on Mon-
day at 5:30 p.m. and on Wednesday

& Fridays @ noon. Open in person
meetings are held in Cashiers @ the
Albert Carlton Cashiers Community
Library, 249 Frank Allen Rd. on Sun-
day at 5 pm, on Tuesday @ 7 pm, on
Friday at 5 pm and on Saturday at 9
am. For more information, please visit
our website www.aawnc80.org or to
speak with a member of A.A.24/7 call
our HELP Line 828 349-4357.

Mon.Thurs.

* At First Presbyterian Church,
ArtSpace is open from 9 a.m. to 4:30
p-m. The next exhibit will start in
mid-August. For information contact
fpchkelley@gmail.com

Mon-Wed-Fri

* Aerobics with Tina Rogers
8-9am at the Rec Park.

* Balance, Stretch & Strengthen
Class at the Rec Park 8:30-9:30am.
The cost for the class is $30 a month
and is led by Cathy Hodgson. Call the
Recreation Department at 828-526-
3556 for more information.

Mon., Tues., Thurs.

* The Food Pantry behind the
Methodist Church on Spring Street is
open from |0a-6p.

* Exercise Class with Michelle
Lane at the Rec Park at 5:30.A com-
bo class with different types of exer-

THE
FIREWOOD COMPANY

e

Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn!
Highlands . Cashiers . Clayton .Atlanta

828.200.3050

bobhenritze @gmail.com « www.firewoodcompany.net

cise. 828-526-3556

Mondays

* At the Literacy Council, Free
Online Weekly Classes. 6:30 - 7:30p.
Online via ZoomFor the link, visit
http://theliteracyandlearningcenter.
orglesl

Second Mondays

* The local chapter of PEQ, an
off-campus sorority founded in the
1800s that provides grants and loans
to women with financial need who
want to return to school or further
their education meets at 10 a.m. For
more info call president Paula Mc-
Donald at 706-372-3004

2nd Tuesdays

* Highlands Writers Group
meets on alternate Tuesday after-
noons at 3pm. Writers still uncom-
fortable with in-person gatherings
may participate via Zoom meetings
For more info contact Bud Katz at
either 828-526-3190 or at budan-
dlynn@me.com

Tuesdays

 Strength Training at the Rec
Park 8:15-9:15 am.

* At Wayfarers Chapel, Work-
shop for Writers — Tuesdays from
5-6:30 PM.

Wednesdays thru Sept.

* Farmers Market every
Wednesday May-Sept. at the Cowee
School Arts & Heritage building in
Franklin at 51 Cowee School Dr.

2nd Wednesdays

* Hudson Library, in partnership
with VAYA Health, is hosting an edu-
cational series on adult mental health
topics, at || AM..To register, stop by
the library or cll 828-526-3031.

2nd & 4th Wed.

* Digital Navigators will be at
the Hudson Library the second and
fourth Wednesdays IPM - 3PM of
each month to help patrons with
their tech needs. Bring a smartphone,
laptop, or other digital device to re-
ceive free assistance and support. No
appts are required - all are welcome.

Thursdays

* Kickboxing 8:15-9:15a. at the
Rec Park.No martial arts background
necessary Contact the Recreation
Department at 828-526-3556 for
more info.

* At First Presbyterian Church
a free concert “Music for Prayer”
at noon. These casual concerts are
almost entirely improvised and last
30-45 minutes. This offering is called
Music For Prayer.

* At Hudson Library, special chil-
dren’s events will be on tap on Thurs-

day afternoons at 3:30 Kids Zone
programs.

Fridays

» At Hudson Library, Friday af-
ternoons at 2 PM, there’s a variety of
children’s programs including board
games, STEM programs, and crafts.

3rd Saturdays

* The American Legion Post 370
meets at the First Methodist Church
at 315 Main St. in their community
room/909 chapel.We serve breakfast
at 9a and hold our monthly meeting
at 10a.We invite ALL veterans to at-
tend. Email ncpost370@gmail.com
for more information or just join us
at 9am.

Sundays through August

¢ Church in the Wildwood, on
Horse Cove Road. Old Fashioned
Hymn Sing 7-8 p.m.

Sundays

* At Wayfarers Chapel, Sunday
Service: 10a Sunday Morning. Stick
around for visitation and coffee hour
immediately after service. (Coffee
hour is replaced by potluck dinner
the Ist Sunday of each month).

Thurs.-Sun. Sept 4-6

* At The Bascom, the Dazzling
Dahlia Festival..

Sat., Sept. 6

* At Winding Stair Nursery,
Landscape Design: Tips from a Pro at
10a. For more information call 828-
369-9778 or go www.windingstair-
farm.com

* The Pop-Up Pipers in front
of the Highlands United Methodist
Church 4:30-5p

* Please join this Silent Prayer
Vigil, Silent Prayer Vigil at the corner
of Main and NC 106 on the Post Of-
fice property from 12:30-2p.m..This
is a non-denominational, non-partisan
event for us to gather together in si-
lent prayer with the intention/focus:
Do Unto Others As You Would Have
Done Unto You. Bring your flag, ban-
ner, cross, and pray in silence.

Mon. Sept. 8

* Highlands Bolivia Mission Auc-
tion at the Martin Lipscomb Theatre
at PAC at 6 p.m.Tickets are $50 per
person. Call Dr. Baumrucker at 828-
200-0902. Lite bites and open bar.

Thurs. Sept. I 1

* The International Friendship
Center (IFC) invites the public to an
Open House at the Highlands Food
Pantry on Thursday, from 5:30-7:30
pm. The event will feature guided
tours, light refreshments, and the de-
but of IFC’s new organizational video

Sept. 13

» At the Highlands Biological
Station, Roots & Resonance, a cele-
bration of native plants, Appalachian
heritage, and the deep connections
between people and place. Hourly
guided garden tours of rare and
unusual native plant sale; special pre-
sentation on George Masa by Paul
Bonesteel and Janet McCue; and
a reception and book signing. For
more details on Roots & Resonance,
please visit: https://highlandsbiologi-
cal.org/2025-native-plant-celebra-
tion/.

Tues., Sept. 16

* Macon County Democratic
Women’s (and men) organization
at the Highlands Rec Park at 5 pm.
Will discuss the state’s strategic
plan to determine action steps to
win upcoming elections

* “An Enchanted Evening “ at
Dahlias by the Lake annual fundrais-
er for scholarships.The event will be
held on the patio at the Sky Valley
Country Club from 5:30 pm to 7:30
pm. Live music, appetizers and drinks
during the evening. A silent auction
of quality art items and dahlia cen-
terpieces will be available for pur-
chase.Tickets are $60 per person.

Thurs.-Sun., Sept. 18-21

* The annual — Highlands Ca-
shiers film festival. It’s four days of
competition film screenings, work-
shops, emerging filmmakers, and
panels with acclaimed industry pre-
senters and award-winning profes-
sionals.All genres will be showcased,
including features, documentaries,
shorts, and international films. For
complete schedule and tickets go to
https://www.highlandscashiersfilm-
festival.com/

Fri., Sept. 19

* At Rejuvenate Laser Cen-
ter, OBAGI Day. 10a to 4p. 20%
all products, free mini-facials, give
aways, refreshments. 209 Hospital
Road. #202.

Sat., Sept. 27

*The Heritage Jamboree De-
scendants’ Reception will be held
from Ila — Ip at the Highlands
Community Building located at
869 N. 4th Street. The event is free
and a light lunch will be included. If
you are interested in participating
in this year’s Descendants’ Recep-
tion, please pre-register at high-
lands 1 00plus@gmail.com. For more
information go to highlandshistory.
com.
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Country Club Properties
Your local hometown
Real Estate professionals.
3 Offices 828-526-2520
www.CCPHighlandsNC.com
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Highlander
Mountain
House
&

The Ruffed
Grouse
Tavern

highlandermountainhouse.com

Team RickSteve
“The Power of 37

Trusted advisors
providing impeccable
personalized service
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Darlene Conley

Weichert

REALTORS

Highlands Properties

450 N. 4th St. Highlands, NC
828-526-5522
www.highlandsproperties.com

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY | MEADOWS MOUNTAIN REALTY
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‘' LUXURY COLLECTION”
Of the 55,000+ BHHS agents across the globe,

Fayeranksinthe TOP2% andisa
Luxury Collection Specialist.

FAYE WURM of

828.200.1345

faye@bhhsmmr.com
2334 CashiersRd, Highlands 81+
https://fayewurm.meadowsmtnrealty.com/

We are home.

i

CHESTNUT ST

Historical
Village

Mounwain Luzxury

Your Dream. Your Journey. YOU'RE
HOME!
Dedicated to finding the home you ve
always wanted.
Cell: 404-427-2448
darlene.conley@allentate.com

ALLEN TATE REALTORS/
PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP

[P, &Y

Visitor
Center

Hardware

Sotheby’s

INTERMATIONAL REALTY
114 N. 4th Street * Highlands, NC
Local Expertise, Global Connections.

Licensed in NC and GA
office: 828.526.8300 * cell: 828.337.0706
sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com ¢ highlandssir.com
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Charming
Mountain
Retreat
Near Downtown
Highlands

i,

42 Hemlock Ridge

4 BR 4 BTH
2 fireplaces
2 screened-in
porches
Gated community
Sold furnished

Offered for
$2,200,000

Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742
AndreaGabbard@
gmail.com

Highlands
Sotheby’s

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

CHRISTIE’S

INTERNATIOMAL REAL ESTAT!

Cell: 828-787-1895
pamela.nellis@yahoo.com

Highlands Office | 210 N. 5th Street
Ll
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MORE THAN 33 YEARS OF

EXEMPLARY SERVICE ON THE PLATEAU

Our clientsratc us5 outof 5 # A A4 4 (=

VOTED AMERICA’S BEST AMERICAS BEST

JULIE OSBORN

Realtors*

BRIAN RENFRO
BROKER

Jody Lovell

828.200.6165 | 828.200.9179
julie.osborn@allentate.com
pot.o\\en@ollentote.com Ranked the #l Broker in North Carolina
for over a decade—and for good reason!
Whether you're buying or selling, she
brmgs unparalleled market expertise,

] top-tier negotiation skillsand a

" commitment to delivering exceptional

- results. Your dream home or top-doliar
| sale is just one call away-you deserve

e

' .'b'ﬂ

LUXURY
PORTFOLIO
INTERNATIONAL

REAL ESTATE
nnnnn

°f THE WORLD®

(| 2ue Aller | IIP

" the best! With over $1 Billion in sales.
— you can be the next beneficiary of this

LANDMARK

REAL ESTATE SALES & VACATION RENTALS

O

5 Offices across the plateau!

HIGHLANDS OFFICE
225 MAIN STREET

(6 )

CELL: 828-226-0118
BRIANRENFRO@GMAIL.COM

BERKSHIRE
HATHAWAY

HOMESERVICES

MEADOWS MOUNTAIN
REALTY

If youwant an
award-winningreal
estate experience,
choose an

award- wmnmg
agent. /

.| track record.

: T“‘:'\ P D A V I D Call her personally at 828.226.6303.
© #1 Broker
"IN NORTH CAROLINA
4 TOTAL CAREER SALES VOLUME

- :

llr:-*-} ' Top 100

BUILDERS

WWW, BockBunders com 828-526-2240

« SOTHEBY'S INTERNATIONAL REALTY AGENT
WORLDWIDE

Highlands = Sotheby's

MITZI RAUERS

Broker / Luxury Collection
Specialist

(404) 218-9123
mitzi@bhhsmmr.com

*Based on 2023 sales data. Out of a global network

of 55,000+ BHHS agents

..on the Verandah
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

@
828-526-2338

42 Years of Fine Dining

s

People ... are
the investments

that matter Open
7 nights
m OSt S:BO—QP www.ontheverande;h.com

CHRISTIE’S

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE
— HIGHLANDS CASHIERS —

MCCULLEY’S
| M CASHMERE

Scotland’s Best Knitwear

Deborah ‘“Bee” Gleeson

404.307.1415 Open 7 days a week
BeeGlee4@Gmail.com
and 526-4407

HighlandsCashiersCIRE.com
210 North Fifth Street,
Highlands, NC 28731

Pat Gleeson
828.782.0472
PatrickGleeson4@Gmail.com

242 S. 4th St. & Pop up
on Main Street ©




