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Amended
‘solicitation’
ordinance is
now in effect |

By Kim Lewicki

For years, business owners,
residents and visitors have com-
plained to the town administration,
the Town Board, and the Chamber
of Commerce about aggressive
sales techniques by two businesses

Highlands School gets a ‘C’

By Kristin Fox report for the 2024-2025 school

The North Carolina Depart-  year. For the second year in a row,
ment of Instruction (NCDPI)  Highlands School received a grade
recently released its accountability + See SCHOOL pagel7
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Thanks to Bryson Family and donor,
scholarship fund skyrockets

Recently, the proceeds raised from the 2025 Scholarship Golf Tourna-
ment at the Cullasaja Club in the amount of $162,000 was presented
by the committee to the town. Initially, since the Bryson Family cov-
ered all the expenses, the amount of the check was $72,000, but one
sponsor, who would like to remain anonymous, increased their initial
amount from $10,000 to $100,000. Pictured is Mike Bryson, HS Prin-
cipal Sara Holbrooks, Mayor Pat Taylor, Chairman Brian Stiehler, Jim
Bryson and Cullasaja Club General Manager, Chris Conner and Bor-
der Collie, Happoldt Stiehler. Missing from the photo is event co-chair,
Rebecca Shuler.This event would not be possible without the support
of the Bryson Family and the generosity of Cullasaja Club.2025 marks
the 50th year of the Town’s Scholarship Fund. For more information,
please call Town Hall at 828-526-2118.

* See SOLICITATION page 19
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]

ALL VEHICLES MUST
& BEMOVEDBY &

5:15pm =

TOWING ENFORCED

Two accidents required two airlifts

at the same time

Saturday afternoon, Highlands Fire & Rescue transported a victim of
a motorcycle accident on Buck Creek Road to the station in town
where they were met by a Life Line helicopter. Another rescue was
taking place at the same time for a victim of an accident on Shortoff
Road. The MAMA helicopter met HF&R at the hospital. Calls to the
department continue to increase.As of Sept. 23, there were 92 more
calls than the same time last year after Helene hit.

Photo by Jim Lewicki
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Highlands | Sotheby's

Lakeside Villa in
Cullasaja Club

448 Lake Villas Way | MLS 1001903

Jody Lovell | (828) 226.6303

M<CULLEY’S

The largest selection of
Scottish cashmere in the U.S.A.
In Highlands ...on the hill
242 S. 4th St.* 828-526-4407
Open 7 days a week

www.mcculleys.com
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Preparing for the unknown

was a remarkably close race

for a North Carolina Su-
preme Court seat. Only about
700 votes separated the can-
didates in this major statewide
race.

During the recount, the
candidate with the fewest votes
challenged the registration of
about 65,000 voters. He con-
tended that these registrations
did not have the complete regis-
tration information requited by a
recent North Carolina registration law.

I will not go into the particulars of
how this controversy was resolved. Need-
less to say, it was a surprisingly long court
battle.

But it left many voters wondering
whether their registration was among those
challenged by the candidate in the state Su-
preme Court election. The problem with
those registrations was that they either
lacked the voter’s driver’s license number
or the last four digits of their Social Secu-
rity number.

In the 2024 election, there
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Highlands Mayor
Patrick Taylor

When I went to vote in the
municipal election on Friday, 1
asked a board of elections staff
member whether a voter might
be flagged if they were one of the
people with that incomplete in-
formation. He told me that if the
person who lacked that informa-
tion came to vote, they would be
asked to provide it. They would
cast a provisional ballot, and their
registration would be updated so
they would have no problem in
the upcoming 2026 midterm elec-
tions.

So, voting in this municipal election
has an added benefit. If you are one of
those unknowing 65,000 North Carolina
voters with incomplete information, now
is the time to update your information by
voting in this election. Also, you can con-
tact the boatd of elections to confirm that
your registration is complete and up to date.
T hope everyone will do this before the mid-
term elections, when large turnouts and
long lines are possible.

We are coming to the end of this beau-
tiful fall season and will face several months
of harsh winter temperatures. Our town
crews will be preparing by stockpiling salt
for the roads in case we have major snow-
storms. They will begin rigging their truck
up for snowplow equipment in the coming
weeks.

Last year, we were fortunate not to
have major storms, but we can never pre-
dict what lies ahead, like the big Decem-
ber freeze a few years ago. Hopefully, our
new third electrical circuit, which we have
been installing this fall, will help address
any heavy electrical demand in the winter
months.

T have been tracking several winter pre-
dictions. Most weather services predict a
warm, dry winter with little snow for North
Carolina. That sounds good to me, but with
Highlands sitting at 4,118 feet above sea lev-
el, we could be the outlier or the exception.

On the other hand, the Old Farmer’s
Almanac predicts a winter with surprisingly
larger snowfalls in November, December,
and into early January. My grandfather, who
was a farmer, always relied on the almanac,
and its prediction success rate has been
* See MAYOR page 8
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Do yon have a heartfelt,
funny, interesting, or beau-
tiful photo you would like to
share in onr

“SnapShot” section?
Email it to
W Vighlandseditor@aol.com
W or rextitto
828-200-1371, with a
f{ rief description and a
d 1ame. No anonymons
W photos will be accepted.

VWEATHER®

Thu, 30-Oct

45°F
g F

Chilly with a litle rain

RealFeel®
High: 36° Low: 25°

Fri, 31-Oct Sat, 1-Nov Sun, 2-Nov
N\ ' 4 o
_O_ 52°F - 52°F 48°F
ISA 28°F 31°F 35°F

Plenty of sunshine Becoming cloudy  Times of sun and clouds
RealFeel®

High: 52° Low: 27°

RealFeel®
High- 56° Low- 28°

RealFeel®
High- 49° Low 33°

For Real-time Weather and the Extended Forecast,
go to www.highlandsinfo.com and click on Weather

HIGHLANDER

ROOFING SERVICES,.

New & Re-Roofing Applications Including:
Asphalt * Cedar « Metal * Synthetic Materials

Showroom: 1511 Highlands Rd * Franklin ¢ O: 828-524-7773
info@highlandernc.com * www.highlandernc.com
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UNRIVALED LUXURY

HOWARD HANNA

ALLEN TATE REAL ESTATE
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31 Bold Creek Trail 229 Yellow Bird Branch Road

Sylva, NC 28779 | $355,000 | MLS #1001197

Glenville, NC 28736 | $2,200,000 | MLS #1001272
Margaret O. Cogdill | 828.269.3726

Ken Fernandez & Nancy Warriner | 828.507.3156

Py HIGHLANDS-DOWNTOWN OFFICE
L") CASHIERS OFFICE | 828.547.002

PORTFOLIO
. SAPPHIRE OFFICE | 828.507.3156

INTERNATIONAL '
WILDCAT CLIFFS OFFICE | 828.526. 4525

REAL ESTATE
COMPANIES
2f THE WORLD®

Rooted locally. Connected globally.
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Bryson’s

Proudly Serving nghlan ds

, NC - (828) 526-3775

1371

& épen dai!y_
7:30a to 7:30p

Read
Highlands Newspaper for free from everywhere
on the street or on the web.
Go to www.highlandsinfo.com.
Click on Local News.

e One-of-a-kind Jim Fox Design
» Historic Satulah Mountain Location
* In-Town With Long-Range Views

* Completely Renovated And New
Systems

* Multiple Private Balconies
* Large Deck Below The Structure

CHRISTIE’S

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE

Broker | Realtor® | 678.936.9

Fox Den | 220 Worley Road, Hzghlcmds NC

$2,875,000 | Four Beds | Four and a Half Bath | 1.52-Acres

CARL ROMBERG, RSPS

— HIGHLANDs casHIERs —  Carl@HighlandsCashiersCIRE.com
HighlandsCashiersCIRE.com

Delivered and Uploaded every Thurs.AM
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Trick or Treat: Don’t let buying a home
freak you out

s autumn paints our
mountain peaks in
gold and crimson and

the scent of wood-burning
fireplaces drifts through the
air, Highlands comes alive
with that small-town sparkle
we all adore. The dogs wear |
costumes, led by children and
adults unrecognizable one day
a year, while children’s laugh-
ter echoes down Main Street,
and every shop promises a
little treat. Maybe even choco-

(and not your neighbor’s).

* An experienced lo-
cal broker — to guide you
through the twist and turns
, who is familiar with neigh-
borhoods, knows market
values and where the real
treasures are hidden.

Whether youre look-
ing for a cozy cottage tucked
in the rhododendrons or a
grand mountain estate over-
looking the clouds, High-
lands offers treats galore.

late! PatAllen BIC With the right team guiding
Buying a home here can  Allen Tate Realtors/PatAllen  you, you can unwrap the
feel a bit like trick-or-treating Realty Group. sweetest surprise of all — a

too — full of excitement,

mystery, and a few surprises behind the
doors. The key is knowing how to tell the
tricks from the treats!

Picture this: crisp mornings on your
deck with mist rolling over the mountains,
afternoon hikes to Glen Falls, and evenings
spent by a crackling fire while your pup
snores at your feet. That’s everyday life here.
Highlands is more than a postcard town —
it’s a community of kind folks, creative souls,
and people who wave when they pass by.

But just like a haunted house, not ev-
erything you see at first glance tells the full
story. That’s why it’s important to have the
right people by your side:

* A skilled home inspector — to peck
behind the walls and make sure no hidden
“boo-boos” are lurking where you can’t see
them.

* A licensed surveyor — to ensure your
beautiful new mountain view is really yours

home that fits your heart.

So, this Halloween, if you’re dream-
ing of a new front porch to decorate with
pumpkins and pups in costume, remem-
ber: in Highlands, there’s nothing spooky
about finding your forever home. Just
make sure you’ve got your “treat team” of
trusted experts to lead the way.

Happy Halloween from Allen Tate/
Pat Allen Realty Group — where every
closing is a sweet treat!

* Pat Allen is Broker-in-Charge of Allen-
Tate/ PatAllenRealtyGroup. She bas been a top
producer and award-winning broker for the past
21 years. She is author of Hurdles in a Girdle. ..
Holding 1ife Together When You're Bursting at
the Seams and a transformational therapist and
coach, hypnotherapist, and professional speafker.
She may be reached at 828-200-9179 or pat.al-
len@allentate.com

Voter turnout speaks volumes: Citizens
are apathetic about upcoming election

Early voting for the Municipal election
will be open all week from 8 am to 6 pm. We
will also be open this Saturday, November
1st, from 8 am to 3 pm Saturday will be the
last day for eatly voting,

As of Monday night, only 102 of the
Town of Highlands® 986 registered voters
have voted eatly — 31 Democrat, 19 Repub-
lican, and 52 unaffiliated.

In Franklin, only 143 of the town’s
2,922 registered voters have voted early —
50Democrat, 46 Republican, and 46 unaf-

filiated.

Election Day is Tuesday, November
4th. Voting for the Town of Franklin, is at
Franklin Town Hall and for the Town of
Highlands its at the Highlands Civic Cen-
ter. Both polling places will be open from
6:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. The polls close at
7:30 pm.

Filing for the 2026 elections will be-
gin on December 1st at noon, per GS 163-
106.2, and end on December 18, 2026, at
noon.
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Soups Provided by

4118 Kitchen & Bar
Chef Roberto De Jong
Highlands Supper Club
Lakeside Restaurant
Friendship Center
Mountain Fresh Grocery
On the Verandah

Highlands Food Pantry Empty Bowls 2025
Thank You So Much to Our Sponsors & Donors

Bowls

All Empty Bowls were made at The Bascom by the Dave Drake Studio Barn
Open Studio Members, led by Frank Vickery

Desserts Provided by
The Baked Bunny
Kilwin’s
US Foods
What Chefs Want

In-Kind Donations

The Summer House
Rejuvenate Laser Center
Madison Minus

Frank Vickery

Maudie M. Huff

The Spa at Old Edwards Inn

Center for Life Enrichment
Bonnie Dayton & Gerardo Garcia
Calders Coffee Café
Peggy Boruchow-Arnette
Pat Allen Realty Group
Glenda & Griffin Bell
Lou & Delores Rosebrock
Our Lady of the Mountains Catholic Church
D. Lynn Devault & Glo Ghegan
Avary & Gerry Doubleday
David & Carrie Dortch
Tracy & Trish Foor
Highlands & Cashiers Sotheby’s International Realty
Walter Jospin

Gold Sponsors

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices
Meadows Mountain Realty

Brad & Melissa Beard

Jennifer Campbell

Michael & Kathleen Eckard

Joyce Fleming & Carlton King

Bronze Sponsors

Tom & Anna Guffey

Robert B. Haynes

Lutheran Church of the Holy Family
Lupoli Construction

Ricky & Helene Siegel

Cathy Layton

Glenn Morris & Margaret Tooke
Keller & Sam Torrey

Ray & Diane McPhail

Susan Schlapkohl

The Conlee Foundation

AnnaWear

Dean Bordelon & Roland Saurage
Pamela Carver

Janis Erikson

Ruth E. Edwards

Debbie Bock

John & Kathleen Eastman
Regions Bank

Willem Hattink

John & Cathleen Herndon
Highlands Decorating Center
Slocum & Lila Howland Jr.
Tim & Cherry Hudgins
James Hudson

Helen Horsley

Leah Horton

Jane Jerry

David Moore & Darren Whatley
Heather McFarlin

McDonald’s of Greenville, MS
Melanie Mauldin

Paul McLarty Jr. & Cari Johnson
William & Frances Neidlinger
Stephanie November

Joel O’Neal

Sharon Pryse

Libby Eustis

Silver Sponsors

James Kimmel & Suzanne Guest
Carol Misner & Ann Huckstep

Carolyn Miffleton
Nancy & Lyle Nichols
Garner Foundation
Charlie & Susan Tarver
Catharine Seay
TJ Bailey’s
Wits End Shop
Jane Webb
Sandy & Bob Trevathan
Allison Hill
Daniel & Linda Fuchs
Mary Pichan

Rusty & Carol Stewart

Merril Stewart Jr.

Linda Stone

Martha Sutherland-Wright

Steve & Terry Stottlemyer

Reeves Hardware Store

Martha Whitherspoon

Susan & Richard Yow

Zoellner Landscaping

Peggy & Robert Montgomery
The Kitchen Carry Away & Catering
Michael & Catherine Crosby

Los Vaqueros Mexican Restaurant

We're truly grateful to First Presbyterian Church of Highlands for always welcoming us so

warmly and generously hosting us.
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e HiGHI ANDS DINING ®

...on the Verandah
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

HIGHLAHNDS . BURRITO

Highlands' Favorite Spot for Fast, Fresh Mexican
& the Best Margaritas in Town

42 Years of Fine Dining
B OPEN

7 nights
.. _ 5:30-9p
NOW OFFERING L8
CATERING Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p ¢ Sun. 11a to 7p 828-526-2338
DINE IN OR TAKE IT TO GO Closed Tuesdays _ US 64w * Highlands
828.526.3554 ;
www.ontheverandah.com

226 4th Street, Highlands, NC
HighlandsBurrito.com

595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

AHIGHLANDER MOUNTAIN HOUSE HOTEL

The Secret Garden

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
at Highlander Mountain House Sandwich shop and
: Open for gourmet food market
LUNCH m Open Year-Round
Wednesday-Saturday | [z gpes, Now serving wine, || = Mon.-Fri.. | 1:30a to 4p
11:30-3p W | B beer & coffee! : Sat., noon-7
Open for » _ Open to the public! |E Call (828) 305-7509 to place a pick-up order.
DINNER ; 1 Caterlng and Custom Charcuterle
Wed"e;':;ag'j,s:t“"daY _.Courtyard and Indoo , atlng:"""
:30- e e
: Open for e i
! SUNDAY BRUNCH
with Blue Grass music
10a-3p -
Wine/Beer Bar:
Thurs-Sat 5-10p

290 Main Street * Highlands ¢ 828-526-2590
highlandermountainhouse.com

828-526-4035

Thanksgmng 2025

| WILD THYME GOURMET e I

REBSTAUURABTIMNT * Gneen Cean * Tunkey Gravy
. . ertasenole * Conn cassenole LAKESIDE
Serving Lunch and Dinner Yefir—Round e Squash cassenole o ! gatt ” R B B B
Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar . ;‘““‘F‘,"“"“ cassensle . yomemade nolls
Town Square at 343-D Main St. * Highlands « Holiday daessing = Flitty's cnanfenny sauce
* Homemade pies:
= Yukon Mashed 4 fipple, Pumphin, Pecan LJIwn
open 7 Days potatees 9:-. Outdoor Dining / Dine-In Ar

for Lunch & Dinner ¢ Limited supply. Shop early!!! 'g-'J ;
it Open fuﬂda}- - Saturdoy

Closed Thanksgiving Day

LunCh:_lla-3:3op T i 493 Drrh:r.:l‘Rn:t.l B28-536-27632
Dinner: ' ) .
5:30p - closed

531 Smallwood Ave | 828-526-9419 | Highlands
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Ice Cream Popsicle
Flavors! Flavors!

Summit Sweet Ice Cream Shop
In Wright Square ¢ 73 Main Street
Open 7 days a week 1 1a to 8p.

N\

HIGHLANDS
NORTH CAROLINA

/e

MEXICAN RESTAURANT

& TEQUILA BAR

72 Highlands Plaza * Highlands * 828-482-2974
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Big Girl Pants

Dear Editor,

My mother, a beautiful-brunette-product of the
(19)30s, was not known for her genius or great rhetoric.
She never wrote a book, quoted Chaucer, mastered Calcu-
lous or led a revival. She would “rather die” she told me,
than “stand up in front of people” to speak. Mother, how-
ever, could speak rather convincingly, and she reserved her
best speeches just for mel!

Mother was a right or wrong, black or white, no gray
person. Her gifts at “private” not public speaking filling
my eatly yeats of instruction, seemed to be accompanied
by the soundtrack from an Alfred Hitchcock movie. She
instilled “good fear.”

“Never look down on anyone. Speak truth with words
of edification. Get over yourself, and put others first. Find
unity, do right” was her repeated refrain.

When mother spoke with crisp, bass enunciation with-
in inches of my face, I snapped into ATTENTION, like a
soldier ready for war.

When Mother spoke even God listened.

I was rather precocious, with a definite mind of my
own. The good news was all instruction and correction
were respectfully delivered to an audience of one, ME,
NOT by megaphone to the audience of fellow shoppers.

One summer we flew to Hawaii for a business meeting
my father attended. I was a typical sixteen-year-old gitl, so I
loved it when my parents arranged to sit in a different part
of the plane. I saw mother’s head “rise and spy” followed
by a rather smooth but subtle approach to my seat several
rows behind her.

She smiled and nodded hello to my seatmate. She
then motioned with her finger for me to join her in the
washroom. Her rather strong grip on my arm signaled
verbal instruction on the horizon!

“You are not talking nicely to your seatmate, Mary
Diann” -— my name when I was in real trouble. “Mother
he has brown stuff all over his teeth,” I whispered. She
came even closer to my face. With staccato speech and a
touch of spit, she breathed: “That young man has fought
a war for you. He is a soldier returning from Viet Nam.
You are the first young American he has encountered.
Now, you sit up, put on your big girl pants, and show him
the respect he deserves. Many will die in that war. Who
do you think you arer”

She led us back toward our seats, pausing to speak.
“Thank you for your service young man, and welcome
Home!” My now adjusted attitude flew back with the
brave young soldier I will never forget.

Today we read screaming letters to the editor com-
plaining about “No Kings.” Nonsense! Stop the vacant
diatribe, lay down your inverted flags and support our
country. Tell your Democrat leadership the same. Pub-
lic servants suffer no pay, while you embarrassingly shut
down OUR country! Self-monikered dividers “Indivis-
ible,” you and your Democrat leadership need to put
on your big girl pants, get over yourselves and support
Americal

And Mother said AMEN!

Diann Catlin
Highlands

Reminiscent of ‘Sophie’s Choice” ... food or health care

Dear Editort,

The Trump Administration has maneuvered Americans
into an impossible situation. If you have been following the
news, the Democrats are boycotting Trump’s Big Beautiful
[budget reconciliation] Bill because it cancels tax credits and
health insurance subsidies for the millions of Ameticans
who could not otherwise afford health care.

The US. Department of Agriculture maintains a $6B
reserve fund to supplement SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program, “food stamps”) if the annually bud-
geted money cannot cover the need. Because of the budget
impasse, SNAP funds will cease on November 1.

In September the USDA submitted a shutdown plan
that stated “Congtessional intent is evident that SNAP’s op-
erations should continue ... during a Federal Government
shutdown.” (Heather Cox Richardson, October 26, 2025)

On Friday, the Administration said USDA would NOT
use any of these supplemental SNAP funds during the shut-
down AND, if any state uses state funds to provide food
benefits, that state will not be reimbursed. More than 42 mil-
lion Americans rely on SNAP. It is likely that these citizens
are also the ones who will have to forego health care if the
budget reconciliation bill goes into effect. With a reserve
fund of $6B, this makes no sense unless the Trump admin-
istration is using it to make the Democrats cave on the Big

Beautiful Bill. Which it is.

Here is the proof, taken from USDA Food and Nutri-
tion Service website: “Senate Democrats have now voted
12 times to not fund the food stamp program.... Bottom
line, the well has run dry. ... [TThere will be no benefits is-
sued November 01. ... Senate Democrats... can continue
to hold out for healthcare for illegal aliens and gender mu-
tilation procedures or reopen the government so mothers,
babies, and the most vulnerable among us can receive criti-
cal nutrition assistance.”

Trump refuses to negotiate with Democrats and has
gone to Asia for a week. The House remains in recess,
leaving the Democrats no one to negotiate a compromise.
The only humanitarian solution is to end the shutdown so
people don’t go hungry. But ending the shutdown means
that health care subsidies will cease. Leaving America with
Sophie’s Choice — you can have food or health care, but
not both.

Are we really this cruel? Where is our humanity? Is
this wealthy Christian nation not willing to share with those
of us who are less fortunate? (The facts of this letter are
from Heather Cox Richardson, Letters from an American,
October 26, 2025).

Karen Patterson
Highlands
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..MJAYOR continued from page 2

rather reliable.

Our town electric crews will begin in-
stalling the new Christmas decorations that
the chamber bought for the town around
the beginning of November. Our recreation
staff will start installing the ice-skating rink
at the park so it will be ready for operation

during the food festival weekend. Last year,
it was very warm in November, and they had
a challenge in making and keeping ice; fortu-
nately, conditions improved after November.

Happy Halloween. See you at the trick-
or-treat event downtown tomorrow evening
from 6-8 p.m..

Open for the last 40 years, Shiraz has been offering wholesale prices to the public on its
entire inventory of genuinely hand-woven oriental rugs. Thousands of antique and
contemporary pieces from around the world.

HAND CLEANING * RESTORATION ¢« APPRAISALS

Skl oy Gl ke A ireled

OTHER SHOWROOMS:

Main Street * Oak Square

Eiad iy Sl - i T T R

From left are Bonnie Potts, Craig Nixon, David Moore, John Baumrucker, Jerry Wise, Faviola Ol-
vera, Steve Ham, Cindy Trevthan, Steve Mehder, Jennifer Turner-Lynn, and Mary Adair. Pictured
are the two most iconic cars of the 1960s. On the left is the 1967 Corvette Stingray roadster
owned by Ricky Siegel. The car on the right is a 1963 Jaguar E-type (XKE) Coupe’ owned by
Jack McCullock

Proceeds from Highlands Motoring
Festival go to local charities

Highlands, NC 28741
www.shirazruggalleries.com

ORLANDO

nt | P

() S.U NCOAIS'I:

Experience | Expertise | Authenticity

Robin Cook
Sr. Vice President,
Prosperity Advisor,
Highlands - Sanibel

Don Jowdy
Founder and Chief
Investment
Officer,
Highlands - Tampa

Marci Sherwood
Community
Marketing Director,
Highlands

Highlands, NC | Tampa, FL | Sanibel, FL

431N. 4th Street

828-487-8009 SuncoastEquity.com

Investment a s are offered through Suncoas

Investment A

TAMPA « NAPLES * SARASOTA

Commission Registered

The 2025 Highlands Motoring Festi-
val® was very successful by every measure
including financial support to local human
needs charities.

To commemorate this accomplish-
ment, there was a presentation of the funds
to three local human needs chatities. Rep-
resentatives for the Literacy and Learning
Center of Highlands, REACH of Macon
County, and the Community Care Clinic of
Highlands and Cashiers along with HMF
volunteers were on hand for the official
check presentation.

The festival’s net proceeds of $105,000
have been distributed equally between the
three charity organizations.

Over the past eighteen years, the fes-
tival has given a total of $750,000 to local
charities. Highlands Motoring Festival® is
a 501(c)(3) non-profit and is powered by an
all-volunteer team of classic car enthusiasts.

The 18th annual Highlands Motoring
Festival® was held on June 12-15, 2025.
Amazing collector cars could be seen on
town streets during the four-day festival
which consisted of two days of driving
tours, an evening gathering, a Main Street
Parade of classic cars, and two car shows.

The centerpiece of the motoring fes-
tival was Saturday’s “Classics in the Park”
juried car show that attracted thousands of
people to experience eighty-five classic cars.
The motoring festival has grown significant-
ly in stature over the years, raising the quality
level of the cars by going to an invitational

entry process. Increasing the number of
show cars is not feasible due to the limited
space in Kelsey Hutchinson Park.

Over fifty volunteers joined the fif-
teen-member planning committee to stage
the events. The Highlands Motoring Fes-
tival® Committee would like to thank the
entire Highlands community, including citi-
zens, volunteers, businesses, organizations,
and Town officials and staff, without whom
none of this would have been possible.

The 19th annual Highlands Motor-
ing Festival® will be on June 11-14, 2026.
Along with other classic cars, the featured
theme for 2026 will be Corvette verses Jag-
uar in recognition of the 250th anniversary
of the Revolutionary War. Registration
opens in eatly January 2026 at: www.High-
landsMotoringFestival.com

Highlands Motoring Festival®

2026 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
Thursday June 11
“One Lap of the Mountains
Friday June 12
“One Lap of the Mountains - Speciale”
Main Street Parade of Classic Cars 5:30pm
Saturday June 13
“Classics in the Park” 9:30am to 4pm
“HMF Dinner Party” at WCCC
6pm to 9pm
Sunday June 14
“High Octane” Social and Car Gathering in
Kelsey-Hutchinson Park. 8:30am to | lam.
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Town of Highlands Scholarship Golf Tournament brought to you by
the Bryson Family

We support our sponsors!

Diamond Sponsors Gold Sponsors Hole Sponsors
*Derek Taylor * Allison Diane Clothing  ° Summit Architecture
in Memory of Jack Taylor * TJ Bailey * Allyson Builders

* Highlands School PTO ¢ Holmes Geospatial * Country Club Properties

* Brys on’s Food Store « Whole Life Market . Brent. Holbrooks for
Sheriff

* Bryson Grading * Highlands Falls * Berkshire Hathaway
e The Hatcher Family Country Club Home Services
* Bulk Aggregate Golf * Meadows Mountain

Realty
Platinum Sponsors -Plgi(enlzln?rp yo  Allen Dearth and Sons
—— ) 8y Generators
. ]ar.nes River Equipment * Spoiled Rotten » The Ugly Dog Pub
* Highlands Sotheby’s * CK Swan * Reeves Hardware
International Realty * First Citizens Bank
 First Bank * Suncoast Equity

 Highlands Country Management & Suncoast

Club 2025 Prosperity Advisors
* Highlands Newspaper

* Old Edwards $1 62 p 0 0 0  The Highlander

Hospitality Group Newspaper
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66 Summit Trail, Highlands
INCREDIBLE VIEWS
2 car garage, 5 BR, 4 bth
MLS# 1000796 | Offered for $2,895,000

Read
Highlands Newspaper for free from everywhere ...
on the street or on the web.
Go to www.highlandsinfo.com. Click on Local News.
Delivered and Uploaded every Thurs.AM

Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742
AndreaGabbard @gmail.com

HIGHLANDS
EXPERTISE

ELEVATED
EXPERIENCE

= Highlands resident
for 17 years

= Representing buyers and
sellers across the Plateau

s Seamless service from
Atlanta to the mountains

= Backed by 78+ years of
Dorsey Alston trust

LET'S TALK
Brian Seifried,REALTOR®
770.309.1143

[DORSEY ALSTON

REALTORS®

404.352.2010
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Local famlly Ioses home to fire; needs help

By Kim Lewicki

When Amanda Barnes Keith and her
two gitls returned to their Flat Mountain
home after work and school Monday, they
found their home engulfed in flames.

At 4:32 p.m., Highlands Fire & Rescue,
Scaly Mountain Fire Department, Cashiers
Fire Department and Squad 4 responded to
a call of a structure fire on Flat Mountain
Road.

According to HF&R Chief Ryan Gear-
hart the old, double-wide was “pretty much
a total loss.”

Gearhart said the cause of the fire is
under investigation.

Amanda, a graduate of Highlands
School and an alumni of The Girls Club-
house, has worked at Highlands Community
Child Care Center (HCCDC) for about 10
years. Her gitls, Sophie, 12 and Emerson, 8,
whose birthday was Monday, attend High-
lands School.

For now, HCCDC is accepting dona-
tions of clothing and cash or checks — once

they find a new place to live, home goods
and food will be accepted. Checks made
out to Amanda Barnes or cash can be taken
to HCCDC or deposited in the account of
Amanda Barnes at First Bank.

Amanda and Sophie wear Women’s 2x
and Emerson wears Girls 14-16. The gitls
had their backpacks with them but nothing
else.

There is a GoFundMe page
at https:/ /www.gofundme.com/f/
tjcnkv-help-amandas-family-rebuild-
after-fire?attribution_id=s1:6d927¢19-
0827-4{f0-b538-b35eb65cdb09&lang=en_
US&ts=1761647430&utm _
campaign=man_sharesheet_
dash&utm_content=amp17_tc&utm_
medium=customer&utm_source=copy_
link

Monday night, the family stayed in a
hotel in Franklin. A citizen has paid for a
hotel in Cashiers until next Monday.

Amanda is frantically looking for a
place to live.

Bingo for ‘Shop with a Cop’ is Thurs., Nov. 6

It wouldn’t be Christmas without Shop
With A Cop Rotary Bingo. SWAC Rotary
Bingo will be on Thursday, November 6%,
6:30 to 8:30, at the Community Building
next to the Ballfield. This is a guaranteed
night of fun for a wonderful cause.

Shop With A Cop is celebrating its 327
year helping children who would have little
or no Christmas.

It provides a positive experience
with police officers letting the children
understand that Cops are not the bad guys.

The children are given a $200 gift card
to shop with at Walmart with the assistance
of police officers or other personnel.

Many times, the children only buy
necessities for the home because the need
is so great. This program helps children in

Macon County, including Highlands, Otto
and Franklin.

Shop With A Cop Rotary Bingo is
a great way to support SWAC. The night
of the event Rotary members sell Bingo
Cards for $15 for the players to play 15
games that are played. There will be times
of excitement as the players get closer
and closer to winning. Rotary Bingo is an
evening of fun for the whole family, bring
your children and grandchildren.

This being a special Bingo there may
be a surprise visitor or two.

There will be plenty of refreshments
for all to enjoy.

Bingo is sponsored by The Rotary
Club of Highlands and is licensed by the
State of North Carolina.



From left: Cast members Todd Lipphardt, Craig Eister and Bet Hunter rehearse a scene from

Deathtrap.

HCP’s '‘Deathtrap’ is on stage
Oct. 30-Nov 9 at MLT in PAC

Highlands Cashiers Players present
Deathtrap Highlands Cashiers Players will
present Deathtrap, a comedic thriller by Ira
Levin, October 30, November 1 & 2 and
November 6-9 at the Martin Lipscomb
Theater in the Highlands Performing Arts
Center.

The play is directed by Michael Lanzi-
lotta. April Getz is the apprentice director,
Cathy Myers is the stage manager and Jayne
Pleasants is the line coach.

Deathtrap holds the record for be-
ing the longest running comedy-thriller on
Broadway.

It is the story of playwright Sidney
Bruhl, who is struggling after going years
without a hit play.

When an aspiring playwright who has
attended one of Sidney’s seminars writes

what is sure to be a hit, Sidney may just let
his ambition and greed get the better of him.

The cast includes Craig Eister as Sid-
ney Bruhl and Bet Hunter as his wife, Myra.
Todd Lipphardt plays novice playwright
Clifford Anderson. Emily Wright returns to
the HCP stage as attorney Portia Milgrim,
and Diandra Mundy plays Dutch psychic
Helga Ten Dorp.

Thursday and Friday performances are
at 7 pm, Saturday pre-dinner shows are at 5
pm and the Sunday shows are 2 pm mati-
nees.

Tickets are available at HighlandsCa-
shiersPlayers.com, or by calling 828-526-
9047. The Highlands Performing Arts
Center is located at 507 Chestnut Street,
Highlands, NC
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Open for
Breakfast &
Lunch
8a to 3p

Come by for a visit and enjoy those Appalachian Fries and a Gyro!
Salads e Pitas ¢ Burgers ® Philly Cheese Steak e Shrimp Pita ® Susan’s Rueben
Italian Sausage ® Appalachian Fries ® Onion Rings ¢ Jambalaya ¢ Kabobs
Shrimp Gumbo e Soups, and more!

DON[ECON'S

Open Tues. - Sat.
Pet Friendly Place Where Friends Meet

Dine in or Call in your order for Pickup! e 828-482-1513
462 Dillard Road, Highlands (across from Dusty’s)
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True In Town Location | 740 Horse Cove Road

Highlands, NC

* Listed at $549,000

* Two Beds And Two Baths On One Level
» Covered Parking

* LOW Association Fees

PAM NELLIS

Broker | Realtor® | 828.787.1895
Pam@HighlandsCashiersCIRE.com
HighlandsCashiersCIRE.com

CHRISTIE’S

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE
—— HIGHLANDS CASHIERS ——
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MARKET

November 4-
December 27

Join us for The Bascom’s Holiday Market, where our space
transforms into a festive wonderland! Explore a curated selection
of unique, handcrafted gifts for both children and adults, perfect

for everyone on your holiday list.

In addition to shopping, enjoy holiday-themed workshops, a
Santa Letter Writing Station, Kids Make-and-Take Ornaments,
Fun in the SmART Space, and a holiday photo selfie station.
There’s something for everyone to enjoy!

Key Market
Dates

Kate Furman

Jewelry Trunk Show with
Hot Chocolate bar
Friday, 1 pm - 5 pm
Saturday, 10 am - 3 pm

Nov Letters to Santa
22 Sation Opens. Write a letter to
Santa and snap a photo.

Nov Gingerbread House
28  (All Ages Workshop)

Register at TheBascom.org

Holiday Market Reception
Dec Following the Highlands
6 Christmas Parade | 2-4 pm
Hot Chocolate bar | Free

uorgyuLLofuy
0P\ 40f uvIg

= Seasonal
~ Workshops

Santa Letter
riting Station

THEBASCOM

A CENTER FOR THE VISUAL ARTS
TheBascom.org | 828.526.4949

Funding is due in part to a Tourism Grant
with Visit Highlands, NC.

HicuarLanbDS$S

NORTH CAROLINA
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e UPCOMING EVENTS®

The Bascom’s Holiday Market returns with
artful gifts and creative traditions

This November, The Bascom: A Cen-
ter for the Visual Arts invites the commu-
nity and visitors alike to step into a festive
wonderland as it launches its second an-
nual Holiday Matket. From November 4
through December 27, the art center’s retail
space will be transformed into a seasonal
destination filled with handcrafted trea-
sures.

Shoppers will discover an array of
unique gifts thoughtfully created by local
and regional artists. From ceramics and
textiles to jewelry, woodworking, and play-
ful pieces for children, the Holiday Market
showcases the work of artists including
Frank Vickery, Ester Lipscomb, Christine
Smith, Olga King, Virginia Fisher, Eva
Hoke, Backyard Bees, Priscilla Galloway,
Madison Minus, Bianca Mitchell, Gwen
Greenglass, Anna Scarpa McCauley, Donna
Pollock, Art from Empties, Rebekah Webb,
Jack Barnes, and Bascom Studio Members,
among many others. Every purchase sup-
ports both working artists and The Bas-
com’s Creative Community Initiative, mak-
ing art accessible to all.

Beyond shopping, the Holiday Market
invites guests to embrace the spirit of the
season through creative experiences. Visi-
tors can sip hot chocolate, explore current
exhibitions, stop by the SmART Space to
craft make-and-take wooden ornaments,
or register for one of The Bascom’s fes-
tive seasonal workshops. The lineup offers
opportunities for both children and adults,
including the beloved Gingerbread House
Workshop, a family favorite that blends art,
architecture, and confectionary whimsy.

On Saturday, December 6, The Bas-
com will host a full afternoon of holiday
celebration following the Olde Mountain

Christmas Parade presented by the High-
lands Chamber of Commerce (10 am—12
pm). Beginning at 2 pm, guests are invited
to choose from a variety of creative and
community-centered experiences. Fami-
lies can participate in the Youth Clay
Workshop: Pinch Pot Snowmen (2—4 pm),
where young artists will sculpt personal-
ized snowmen in clay; finished pieces will
be fired and available for pick-up approxi-
mately three weeks later.

At the same time, adults can enjoy the
Holiday Paint and Sip (2-4 pm), an after-
noon of creative camaradetie in a relaxed,
social setting inspired by the season. Con-
currently, The Bascom will host a Holiday
Market Reception (24 pm), a free com-
munity event inviting all to warm up with
the Hot Cocoa Bar, explore the Holiday
Market’s selection of handcrafted gifts,
and share in the joy of art, community,
and cheer.

With its festive atmosphere, com-
munity spirit, and array of handcrafted
works, The Bascom’ Holiday Market of-
fers something for everyone, whether you
are seeking a one-of-a-kind gift, an after-
noon of creative fun, or simply a moment
to pause and celebrate the season on the
Plateau.

The Holiday Market runs November
4 through December 27. For details about
workshops, events, and other seasonal of-
ferings, visit www.thebascom.org.

¢ About The Bascom: The Bascom
creates visual art experiences that inspire
and empower individuals and communi-
ties through seeing, thinking, and doing.
For more information about The Bas-
com’s events, exhibitions, and classes,
please visit www.thebascom.org.

Highlands-Cashiers Hospital to host free
Veterans Day Luncheon

In honor of Veterans Day, High-
lands-Cashiers Hospital and Eckerd Living
Center will host a free lunch in the hos-
pital cafeteria for all veterans on Tuesday,
November 11, from Noon to 1 pm. The
luncheon will honor our veterans and their

service to our country. There will be a brief
presentation at 12:30 pm. The hospital is
located at 190 Hospital Drive, Highlands.

For more information, call 828-526-
1345.

Main Street between 4th and 5th streets

will be closed to traffic Nov. 4-5

During the evening of Tuesday, Nov. 4 through Wednesday, Nov. 5, both sides of
Main Street will be closed from 465 Bistro on Main Street to the traffic light on 5th Street.
The large tree on the old Wolfgangs parcel is coming down on Wednesday, November 5th.



It's Leaf-Looker Sh
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Hatter

Stylish hats at affordable

prices!

Visit The Highlands Hatter
To get your

Hattitude adjusted!

Open |10am Daily
828-482-1920
221 N. 4th St.

(Across from Town Hall)

éTHE MOLLY GRACE

Jeans by:
Joes « AG
izens
e Tinctures and oils &« dson
e Hemp products * Mother
Shop clothes, L * Jewelry/accessories Shoes by
home, gifts & more : e Felt decor S-hB?Ea
with us at * D:efcr)::?;crf;ers « Blowfish
The Molly Grace! o Candles * Matisse
(A from Town Hall) aax ‘s
cross from fown Ha , (828)421-3546 355 Main Street
(828) 526-8390 338 Main st. 361 Main St * Highlands (in The Galax Theatre
207 N 4¢h St Highlands 526-4777 (Next to Annawear) 526-4660
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opping Time in Highlands!
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HIGHLANDS, N

Gourmet Kitchenware

o Cookware
» Bakeware
o Cutlery
» Gadgets
o Tabletop
» Stemware
« Small Appliances

(828) 526-5226
450 Main St.

Come shop all our

new fall arrivals.
Summer clearance
still happening...

155

A Highlands tradition since 1940

H i gh I an dS Our 85th season on Main Street
Mon.-Sat.10a-5p * Sunday 12-5p
828-526-3160
CoMme SeE eUIF

Fall arrivalss

* Free People * THML
* Z Supply
* Michael Stars
*Vintage Havana

5. 4th Street
564473
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TRICK-OR-TREATING
/ HOT DOGS & HOT CHOCOLATE
5 LIVE MUSIC BY
ABC COMBO, HIGH 5 & DJ] MIKE MURPHY
Made possible by the Highlands Chamber of Commerce/Visit Highlands, NC

visithighlandsnc.com
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" \\ LASER CENTER |

OCTOBER
Specials

< PicoSure Focus
\Treatment Stimulate
your skin refreshing

processes to create Threeforme

Combines the 1540
Laser Treatment with
! the IPL Photofacial to
solve three common

brighter, younger
looking skin.

20% O

>

skin concerns:
Wrinkles
Sun Damage
Facial Veins

Franklin: 828-349-1280
Highlands: 828-482-4430

. S
= E: -;%‘%.

M- .

[ 4 X

e UPCOMING EVENTS®

Holidays in Highlands

Cozy traditions, bright lights, and small-town magic

The Highlands Chamber of Commerce/Visit Highlands, NC invites residents and
visitors to celebrate the season with a festive lineup of events. From ice skating under
the stars to the annual Christmas Parade and Lighting of the Menorah, Highlands offers
holiday traditions that bring warmth and wonder to the mountains.

Ice Skating in the Park
Thursday, Nov. 20 through early March

Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park will once again host ice skating, managed by
Highlands Parks and Recreation. The rink opens on Thurs., Nov. 20 and continues into
early

March, weather permitting. Regular hours are Thursdays from 3:30 to 8pm, Fridays
from 3:30 to 10pm, Saturdays from 1 to 10pm, and Sundays from 1 to 5pm. Special holi-
day hours include extended skating dutring Thanksgiving week and Christmas break, with
a festive New Year’s Eve skate running from 1pm to lam. Admission is just $8, with or
without skates, and hot drinks will be available for purchase.

Small Business Saturday Holiday Stroll
Saturday, Now. 29, 11:30am-4pm

Downtown Highlands will come alive with holiday cheer during this community-
wide celebration of shopping local. The festivities begin at 11:30am with Storytime at the
Hudson Library. Enjoy lively bluegrass tunes from Southern Highlands between noon
and 2 pm and stop by The Bascom for face painting from 1:30 to 2:30pm. At 2:30pm,
The City Carolers will stroll along Main Street, filling the air with festive songs as shop-
pers explore special offers from local businesses. Adding to the fun, the Highlands Police
Department will spread holiday cheer by handing out candy canes.

Light Up the Park
Saturday, Nov. 29, 6-8pm

As evening falls, the community will gather at Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park
to welcome the holiday season. Guests will enjoy songs by The City Carolers, a special
reading of "Twas the Night Before Christmas and tasty holiday treats. The highlight of
the evening comes when Santa arrives atop a firetruck to help usher in the lighting of
the park and Main Street, transforming Highlands with thousands of spatkling lights that
remain throughout the holiday season.

Santa in the Park
Now. 28, Dec. 6, 13, 20

Santa Claus will make special appearances in Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park on
select dates from 11am to 3pm (a little later after the Christmas Pade and 12/6). Children
will also have the opportunity to share their holiday wishes with a designated mailbox in
the park. Santa will collect letters during his visits.

Highlands Christmas Parade

Saturday, Dec. 6, 10am
The longstanding Highlands Christmas Parade will bring Main Street to life with
marching bands, llamas, camels, creative floats, and, of course, Santa himself. Community
members are invited to participate by submitting an application to the Highlands Cham-
bet of Commerce/Visit Highlands, NC no later than noon on November 15. Applica-
tions ate available online at www.highlandschamber.otg/chamber/chtistmas-parade/.

Lighting of the Menorah

Sunday, Dec. 14, 5:30pm

Hanukkah will be celebrated in Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park with the Lighting
of the Menorah. On the first night, we will gather at the giant menorah where one candle
will be illuminated. An additional candle will automatically light at the same time each
evening until the menorah shines in full on the eighth night, symbolizing the triumph of
light over darkness.

For more information about the Holidays in Highlands, call the Highlands Welcome
Center at 828-526-2112 or visit www.visithighlandsnc.com.



..HOTEL continued from page 1

complies with the UDO and the Commu-
nity Design Standard in scope, materials
and color. Additionally, the Town’s Public
Works Ditector, L.amar Nix, has confirmed
that there are adequate utilities surrounding
the project area.

Local consultant on the project was
Jeff Weller of Summit Architecture, proj-
ect architect is Nick Patel and the owner is
Butch Ross.

Planning Board member Christian
Haberkern asked most of the questions —
was the parcel the best and only place for
a new hotel, if it fit the scale of the sur-
rounding area, if the colors and materials fit
“Highlands Style,” and would the ingtess to
the property cause traffic problems coming
off N. 4th Street.

Weller said according to the 2022
Comprehensive Plan which the town uses
as a guide, the B2 zone is part of the down-
town support district which should cater to
mixed uses — commercial, hotels, offices, re-
tail and residential — with expansion of the
pedestrian district.

As to scale, the building will be 35 ft.
tall, which is the limit in town, and the foot-
print is only 419 sq. ft. larger than the cur-
rent Bank of America footprint.

Haberkern was concerned about traffic
congestion off N. 4th Street as people enter
the property, but Weller said the entry to the
parking garage under the hotel is almost 50
feet from N. 4th Street and people checking
in will enter farther up the property closer to
First Bank and would likely make use of the
valet parking

Expansion of the pedestrian district
will be done by extending the brick sidewalk
from the corner of N. 4th Street onto Caro-
lina Way and up the street where it will meet
the brick sidewalk in front of First Bank.
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The curb cut from the park will be
climinated and instead, a green lawn will
extend along the park side not only to look
aesthetically pleasing but for functionality.

“This space could be used during park
events as an additional space,” said Weller.

Haberkern asked if this was the right
and only possible location.

Weller said, yes, to both questions be-
cause there is a moratorium on building new
or expanding hotels in the B1 district and
hotels aren’t allowed in the B4 district so, B2
and B3 districts are the only option.

Mountain HomeMinders

HOME WATCH ¢ HOME MANAGEMENT

Peace of Mind in the Mountains

Who is keeping an eye on your home while you are away?

breakdowns, your home needs an advocate whlle you are away.

It holds great value and looks .
important job to a neighbor, family member or untrained professional?

. unoccupied.Are you trusting this

Your home is our full-time commitment!

* Home Watch inspections
* Handyman Services
* House Cleaning

* Landscape Maintenance/Design and Installation
* Pest Control
* Pool/Spa Maintenance

e Well Issues

- Page I5

“The Comprehensive Plan favors B2
for hotels and it is considered a transition
between zoning districts,” said Weller.

Debi Bock, owner of the shopping
center across the street from the proposed
hotel, expressed concern about hotel guests
using her shopping center parking as tem-
porary parking and asked if the hotel or the
town would consider putting up a gate to
keep hotel patrons out.

“Could you help us with parking, with
a gate? In case they want to park and run
into the hotel?” she asked.

Both said no, and Weller said he didn’t
see why hotel patrons would not use the ho-
tel parking.

“They have a designated spot for their
room and there are 15 spaces on street level
for quick, temporary parking,” he said.

Board member John Muir said he
liked the lawn area along the park, the town
needs another hotel and he thought it is a
good addition to the town.

Next the project goes to the Zoning
Board for the Special Use Permit. If ap-
proved, Weller said site work will begin be-
fore the end of the year with project com-
pletion hopefully in two yeats.

* Plumbing/Electrical/Heat and Air Conditioning

* Special Projects ... And Much More!

Contact us today to see what we can do for you! 828.421.4744 » mountainhocmeminders.com

Proudly serving the communities of
Franklin, Lake Nantahala, Highlands, Cashiers Lake Glenville

ACCREDITED MEMBER

= NAWAI#I

—
—
HATIONAL HOME WATCH ASSOCIATION
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e CHHS NEWSs-®

Photo by Marti Boone
Haskel is known as the cat in his

cageless playroom with the sad
eyes. But he’s really not sad, just shy.
Haskel just turned one year old, and
he would love a home with another
cat or a small dog. With time, a little
space and patience, Haskel will give
some lucky human a lifetime of un-
conditional love. For more informa-
tion visit chhumanesociety.org or call
(828)743-5752.

Barrett Family
Wine Dinner

e HS Sprorts WEEKLY RECAP ®

Championship runs, playoff victories, and undefeated seasons

This period was marked by champion-
ship runs, playoff victories, and undefeated
seasons for Highlands Athletics.

Undefeated Season for MS Boys Soccer

The MS Boys Soccer team completed
a perfect 14-0 season with a dominant 7-0
win over Cherokee on October 14th. Their
scheduled final game the following day
against Murphy was canceled by Murphy.

HS Boys Soccer Advances
Despite a Late Loss

The HS Boys Soccer team had an excit-
ing week:

* October 15th: The team avenged an
carlier loss to Murphy with a thrilling 2-1
overtime victory. Blaine Dendy netted the
decisive winning goal.

* October 20th: They traveled to An-
drews and lost 2-1.

* October 24th: The team received a
forfeit victory from TCEC due to a lack of
players.

* October 27th: Their scheduled home
game against Swain was postponed due to
inclement weather and rescheduled for Oc-
tober 30th.

Varsity Volleyball’s

Historic Playoff Run

The Varsity Volleyball team
had a deep and memorable post-
season:

* October 15th: They played
an intense, five-set battle for
the conference championship
against Hiwassee Dam, ultimate-
ly losing 3-2 with set scores of
20-25, 25-23, 23-25,25-21, and a
close 19-17 final set.

* October 18th (NCHSAA Playoffs,
Round 1): The team opened the state play-
offs with a demanding 3-0 win (25-22, 25-
12, 28-26) over Summit Charter.

* October 21st (Round 2): They se-
cured a decisive 3-0 victory (25-19, 25-18,
25-21) at Thomas Jefferson Classical Acad-
emy, advancing them to the 3rd round.

* October 23rd (Round 3): The winning
continued with a 3-0 sweep (25-13, 25-15,
25-21) against Jackson Day in Charlotte.

* October 25th (Round 4): The team’s
historic run ended in Burlington at Clover
Garden School with a heart-breaking 3-1

Brett Lamb
Athletic Director

loss (20-25, 20-25, 25-21, 25-27).
This was one of the deepest runs
in Highlands Athletics history; a
win would have placed them in the
NCHSAA West Regionals, a feat
only achieved by the ‘81 Girls Bas-
ketball and ‘05 Boys Soccer teams.

Cross Country Success

Claire Worley and Francisco
Gooch  represented Highlands
in the Smoky Mountain Confer-
ence and Regional Cross Country
Championships:

* October 18th (Conference): Claire
Worley finished 11th in the Smoky Moun-
tain Conference Cross Country Champion-
ship, which qualified her for the regional
meet. Francisco Gooch also competed.

* October 25th (Regionals): Claire
Wortley competed in the 1A West Regional
Cross Country Championship at The Try-
on Equestrian Center. Her 11th-place fin-
ish secured her advancement to the State
Championship on October 31st at the Ivey
Redmon Sports complex in Kernersville,
NC.

Remi
Barrett

FRIDAY
NOVEMBER 14™
6PM

$250

PER PERSON

JOIN US FOR
A MULTI COURSE

SATURDAY
NOVEMBER 15™
6PM

$250

PER PERSON

.on The benandah

RESTAURANT & BAR

44 YEARS OF FINE DINING

ON THE VERANDAH | 1536 FRANKLIN RD
BOOKING AVAILABLE ONLINE OR BY CALLING (828) 526-2338
WWW.ONTHEVERANDAH.COM

907379




..SCHOOL continued from page 1

of C for performance and growth. This
year, the school received a performance
score of 58 compared to last yeat’s score
of 68. However, Highlands School did
meet academic growth with a score of 73.

“I wanted to clarify the recent report
card data for Highlands School,” said Prin-
cipal Sarah Holbrooks. “Based on our his-
tory with online report cards, this is not
the first time the school has received a per-
formance grade of a ‘C” For example, in
2024, we narrowly missed a B grade — our
performance score was a 68, just shy of
the 70 cutoff for a B. Had we scored two
points higher, we would have achieved that
next level.”

Holbrooks said the scores are helping
them plan for the future.

“This data has been instrumental in
guiding our school improvement efforts,
particularly in math. As a result, we've
implemented changes to our math cur-
riculum and are exploring the possibility of
providing small group math interventions
through our Title I program this year,” she
said.

In North Carolina, the report cards
provide performance and growth data for
the school year based on analysis of all
end-of grade (EOG) and end of course
(EOQ) tests. School grades are based on
each school’s achievement score — 80% on
standardized test grades and 20% on stu-
dents’ academic growth.

Highlands School’s achievement score
for 2024-2025 accounting for 80% of the
school grade was 54% down from the prior
year score of 66.5%. The school’s growth
score, 20% percent of grade, of 73% was
slightly down slightly from the prior year
of 75.6%.

The grade designations are set on a
15-point scale: A = 85-100, B = 70-84,C =
55-69, D = 40-54, and F = 39 or less.

“I don’t believe anything specific ‘hap-
pened’ to cause this shift; rather, I see it as
an opportunity for continuous improve-
ment,” said Holbrooks. “Each year pres-
ents its own challenges. For context, last

year we navigated Hurricane Helene -- the
Scaly Road closure and ongoing construc-
tion and renovations on campus and in the
school — all while maintaining our focus on
education. It’s truly rematrkable how High-
lands staff, teachers, students, and families
persisted through those hurdles with resil-
ience and dedication.”

For years, Highlands School has been
considered the shining star of the MC
School System.

“I continue to believe that our school
community are shining stars,” said Hol-
brooks. “They are doing an exceptional job
in educating students and preparing them
for college and career readiness. I am incred-
ibly proud of our staff, and we will keep
striving to improve, regardless of the chal-
lenges we face.”

School report cards give specifics for
each state public school such as grade range,
average class size, and number of teachers.
It also provides information on school en-
vironment, qualifications and experience of
the teaching staff, resources available in the
school library, and other statistics.

According to Holbrooks staffing is an
issue at many schools in North Carolina, and
this challenge can have a negative impact on
test scores.

“Staffing is an issue for many in North
Carolina due to low teacher salaries and the
high stress of teaching in today’s world,”
said Holbrooks. “Fortunately, that is not an
issue for us right now.”

Over the years there has been some de-
bate about school grades. A major criticism
of state report cards is that it does not pro-
vide information about special programs and
initiatives at a school or the unique qualifica-
tions of its staff that help to make students
successful. Educators have long said that the
formula used to calculate school grades does
not capture the full picture of the work that
is taking place at the state’s public schools.

The current measure of school perfor-
mance grades has been reported for every
North Carolina school since the 2013-14
school year.

.SPIRITUALLY continued from page 18

that no longer identifies with truth and rea-
soning, Which further indicates that this
freedom has restrictions — limits on the self
and sinful living,

To be free is to obey the Savior, not
the self without restraints. Jesus said He
was “the way, the truth, and the life and

no one comes to the Father but by me” (Jn.
14:6).

To paraphrase Karl Barth, God’s offer
of freedom to us has some “No’s,” but also
“Yes’s” that will truly make you free!l And
that’s the Truth!
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PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 1 | NOON-3PM

ENTER A DRAWING FOR A CHANCE TO WIN A $250 GIFT CERTIFICATE
TO DUCK HAWK PROVISIONS!

e W |

] & /
47 HAYES TRAIL, CASHIERS
MLS# 1001991 | $3,840,000 | 5BR/ 45BA

MOVE IN READY! Welcome to your dream mountain retreat in the exclusive
Saratay Falls subdivision in Cashiers! Home of the 2025 Cashiers Designer
Showhouse, this stunning modern rustic home was expertly crafted by
award-winning Loudermilk Custom Homes. The heart of the home is the
spacious great room, featuring a cozy fireplace and an impressive 12-foot
pocket sliding door that opens to a covered porch. The kitchen is equipped
with a 48” Wolf stove, Subzero refrigerator, and a large kitchen island.

The owner’s suite is designed to maximize the stunning views with large
windows, and has a spa-inspired bath that includes a walk-in shower with
multiple heads, a freestanding soaking tub, dual vanities, and a generous
walk-in closet.

Located just minutes from the Cashiers Crossroads, Saratay Falls is a gated
community with frontage along Fowler Creek that features a magnificent 40’
natural waterfall and a private trail system. Experience the best of luxury
mountain living in this exquisite home!

DIRECTIONS: From Cashiers, take 107 South and turn right onto Whiteside
Cove Road. Travel approximately one mile to Saratay Falls on the left.

BERKSHIRE
HATHAWAY

HOMESERVICES
THE MICHAUD RAUERS GROUP

I\/R 828.526.4101 | 488 Main Street, Highlands, NC

wensvosravers MeadowsMountainRealty.com

REALTY GROUP

MEADOWS MOUNTAIN
REALTY

HOSTED BY

©2025 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire
Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of -@
Columbia Insurance Company, a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate. Equal Housing Opportunity
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_SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING

‘The truth will
set you free’ ...
But what's the
truth?

Pastor Mark Ford
First Baptist Church
Highlands

Paul Kingsnorth’s new book, “Against the Machine:

The Unmaking of Humanity,” tells us that he be-

lieves we are living in a unique age, that we are in the
process of “creating something unique in human history —
a global anticulture, unmoored from reality and increasingly
at war with itself.”

This “anticulture” is negating much of our past ways
of life and values upon which traditional societies were
built and replacing them with one over-arching value tout-
ed as liberation.

Many on the “left” (political and religious) are seeking
freedom from society as it now stands and most impor-
tantly freedom for the individual while at the same time
deconstructing humanity as we know it — think “woke” and
the Progressives.

The new vision is a detached, sovereign personhood.
As Kingsnorth said succinctly, “The motto of our world is
‘Do what thou wilt” The response of the anticulture, “Thy
will be done.”

But it is coming at a steep price — the inversion of
truth.

“Truth” today is so particularized and atomized to-
ward the individual that chaos can only ensue in a world
of billions of perspectives, none grounded in any absolute
beyond the self. With the individual self at the helm, truth
is increasingly obscured by a generation that wants to invert
truth and reality to fulfill their carnal, personal desires.

As Isaiah warned, “Woe to those who call evil good
and good evil, who put darkness for light and light for
darkness, who put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter!”

This mythical pursuit of “freedom” as defined by
those presently crying out for “No King!” and who also re-
ject the sovereignty of Biblical, Christian teachings restrict-
ing sinful lifestyles and behaviors - they are ironically more
in bondage than they realize, even if they get the freedom
they seek.

We have shuttered truth in pursuit of this hybrid free-
dom, one that has nothing to do with the Socratic, histori-
cal, and Biblical ideal. It was Jesus who said, “If you abide
in my word, you are truly my disciples, and you will know
the truth and the truth will set you free ... truly, truly I say
to you, everyone who practices sin is a slave to sin” (Jn.8:32,
34).

There it is — Jesus claims for Himself the source of
truth and its expression in His Word, the Holy Scriptures.
And only in these do we find freedom. Freedom from
what? From the sin that makes you a slave, in bondage to
ungodly passions and pursuits, and self-induced ignorance

e See SPIRITUALLY page 17
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BLUEVALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor 706-782-3965
Sundays: School:10 a.m.,Worship:1 |

Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
828-269-3546 * Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.;Worship:| |
CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev.Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298
Sundays: School at 9:30;Worship 10:30

GRACE CHAPEL ON HIGH HOLLY
9615 Dillard Rd Scaly Mountain, N C.

Pastor Steve Kerhoulas. http://www.Graceonhighholly.com
Sunday School 9:45;Worship | |; Prayer Service VWed 5:30p
Men’s and Women'’s Bible Study throughout the week
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH
The Rev'd Dr. Marc Robertson & Rev. Nick McGee
464 U.S. Hwy. 64E, Cashiers, NC
CAC@christanglicancashiers.org * 828-743-1701
Sunday:Adult Christian Ed, 9:15a; Holy Eucharist, 10:30a;
Fellowship | 1:45a;VWed: Bible Study/Contemplative Prayer; 5p
CHRIST CHURCH OF THEVALLEY. CASHIERS
Pastor Jacob Tedder ¢ Jacob@cashiers.church ¢ 743-5470
www.cashiers.church
Sun. 10:452;Wed Study5: | 5p supper and childcare.
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH
283 Spring Street - Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m.
Testimony meeting: 3rd Wednesday at 5:30 p.m.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| [a.m.

I'st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.
Wednesdays —Supper at 6 p.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com * 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC ¢ Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins
Sun: Service 10:45am, Children’s 10:30am

Wed.:Youth 5:30-7pm;Women’s Bible Study: Mon. 4:30pm, Tues.

|0am; Men’s Bible Study:Wed. & Thurs. 7am @ Zookeeper
Bistro
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev.WV.Bentley Manning, Rector * 526-2968
5th and Main streets * www.incarnationwnc.org
Sunday: Rite |, spoken, 8 am in Chapel, Rite Il with Choir 10:30
am in Sanctuary,VVed: Healing Eucharist 12 pm in Chapel,
Morning Prayer: Mon-Thurs 8:30 am in Chapel
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 » www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor * 220 Main Street, Highlands
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am;Women’s 10:30 am
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Emily Wilmarth, pastor; Rev. Kelley Connelly Asso. Pastor
828-526-3175 « fpchighlands.org
Sun.:Adult Ed.: 10a;Worship | 1a.;Tues: Men’s Group |0a;
Wed: Bell Choir 4p. Chancel Choir:5:30p
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd)

Sunday School:10 am.Worship Service:| | am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N. /4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com ¢ Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814
Services: Sundays |10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner -Wed. 6pm

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. « Glenville. NC » 743-2729 « Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a.Worship | la & 7p.Bible Study 6p
Wed. Kidsquest 6p.;Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 « 165 S.Sixth Street
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays:Worship:| |
HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson ¢ | 1339 Buck Creek Road
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily
sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a. & 6p.VVednesday Worship is 6p
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376
In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
909a Bluegrass and | laTraditional
www.highlandsmethodist.org
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA
2152 Dillard Road « 526-9741
Rev. Ken Langsdrof
Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.
Visit our website: Holy Family Lutheran Highlands NC
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C.28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| |. Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
Franklin » 828-634-1312 « mountainsynagoguewnc.com.
Services: st Fri.and 3rd Sat.and Rosh Hashanah & Yom
Kippur.
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH
743-2583 + Independent Bible Church
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church. 4224 Big Ridge
(4.5 miles from NC 107)

Weds:Youth Group 6 p.m; Bible Study 6:30 p.m.;
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone — 526-2418
Sat.4pm 5/24/25-10/25/25; Sun. - | lam
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School —10 a.m.;Worship —1 | am.& 7
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates * 526-3212
Sun.: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:10:45 a.m.;VVorship: 6 p.m.
SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Richard Salmonson
Sundays: School:10 a.m.;Worship:I | a.m.
ST.JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Mass: Sun. 9a (English); Mon. 9:30a (Vatican Il in Latin); Tues.
7p (Spanish);Wed.,9:30a (English)

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: * 743-2359 * Rev. Rob Wood
Sunday Service (summer): 9am & | lam
Visit our website: www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com
Our Bazaar Barn supports outreach in the community.
Open Fri & Sat. | lam-3pm
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
85 Sierra Drive. Franklin * uufranklin.org
Sunday Worship - | | am.
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers +828-743-2122
Sunday School:10 am.Worship Service:| | am




Hurricanes host Hallowswim at home

By Steve Hott

On Sat., October 25, the Highlands
Hurricanes Swim Team hosted the Chero-
kee County Aquatics Club (CCAC) and the
Jackson County Swim Team (JCST) at the
annual Hallowswim Invitational.

The boys won, and the gitls finished
2nd.

Leading the way for the Hurricanes
was Jr. Olympian Bella Batista who won
4 events out of 4, scored 28 pts, and in
one of the most outstanding swims of the
meet dropped 3 minutes off of her Per-
sonal Record in the 1000-yard freestyle.

Zana Maseko and Jan Batista both
won 3 of 4 and garnered 26 and 25 pts re-
spectively. Nikita Denisoff and Emily Ma-
son both brought home 20 pts, winning 2
and 1 events respectively.

Jr. Olympians Luca Maseko and
brothers Jayce and Justin Powell all scored
19 pts. Maseko and Jayce winning 2 events,
Justin 1. Max Justin won an event gain-
ing 18 pts, Lucas Zabrian finished 1st in 2
events for 17 pts, Katherine Wise won an
event with 14 pts. Kate Vanderweile had 14

ts.
P Melanie Zabrian scored 13 pts and
broke the team record for the 25-yard free-
style in her age/sex group!

Tenpin Lama, Helix Sharpe-Sutton,
and Senna Sherrill had 12 pts. Sharpe-

Victoria Nadzauru

Sutton won an event.
scored 11 pts.

The team had 55 Personal Records out
of 74 swims.

The Highlands Hurricanes are a High-
lands Rec Park Team that practices mostly
in the evenings at the Highlands Recreation
Park Pool. The only requirement to join is
that a prospective swimmer must be able to
swim 25 yards (the length of the Rec Park
Pool) unassisted. For more information,
please call 828.421.4121.

.SOLICITATION continued from page 1

on Main Street.

Business owners claim aggressive so-
licitation of pedestrians by the businesses
has cost them sales because potential cus-
tomers cross the street to avoid being so-
licited.

Solicit means engaging in the tem-
porary or permanent business of selling,
soliciting, taking orders, attempting to take
orders, offering for sale, or distributing free
samples in an attempt to sell, any goods,
wates, or merchandise.

For a few years now, salespeople
weren’t allowed to cross the threshold of
their business on to public property or
sidewalks to entice people to enter, nor
could they physically touch anyone in their
pursuit.

If they did, a $250 fine was imposed.
But still, area businesses say the ordinance
wasn’t strict enough nor the penalty high
enough to deter ongoing aggressive solici-
tation.

But at the close of the October Town
Board meeting, the town’s amended or-
dinance regarding aggressive actions and
words when soliciting became crystal clear.

With the amended ordinance, not

only is it illegal for anyone to solicit or to
operate on public property, they can’t solicit
on private property, either — specifically al-
coves adjacent to the public sidewalks on
Main Street — without the expressed permis-
sion of the owner, proprictor, or person in
control of the private property.

In addition, violations are punishable
by a Class 3 misdemeanor and a fine of $500
per violation.

Furthermore, the amended ordinance
makes it clear what “aggressive manner”
when soliciting means.

Aggressive Manner means approach-
ing or speaking to a person in a way that is
intended or likely to cause a reasonable per-
son to fear bodily harm, or the commission
of a criminal act upon their person or upon
property in their immediate possession.

Aggressive manner also includes:
Touching someone without the person’s
consent; using obscene or abusive language
toward someone while attempting to solicit
the person; forcing oneself upon another by
engaging in any of the following conduct:
continuing to solicit in close proximity to
the person addressed after the person to
whom the solicitation is directed has made
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Highlands Police entries from Oct.
23. Only the names of persons arrest-
ed, issued a summons/citation, issued
a Class-3 misdemeanor or those of
public officials have been used.

Oct. 23

* At 9 a.m,, officers took a report about
cyber stalking of a male resident.

Oct. 25

* At 851 p.m,, a 24-year-old woman re-
ported being stalked on 5th Street.

Oct. 26

* At 2:56 p.m., a 42-year-old woman re-
ported someone continually trying to locate
her.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue log
from Oct. 21.

Oct. 21

* At 1:23 p.m,, the dept. responded to
a fire alarm at a residence on Paul Walden
Road.

Oct. 22

* A little past midnight, the dept. was
first-responders to a location on Main Street.

Oct. 23

*At 9:45 a.m., the dept. investigated the
cause of smoke at a residence on Summit
Trail.

* At 3:14 p.m,, the dept. was first-re-
sponders to a residence on NC 106 (Dillard
Road) but it was cancelled en route.

* At 6:12 p.m,, the dept. responded to a

a negative response, either verbally, by physi-
cal sign, by attempting to leave the presence
of the person soliciting, or by other negative
indication.

Blocking the passage of the person so-
licited or otherwise engaging in conduct that
could reasonably be construed as intending
to compel or force a person to accede to a
solicitation is also not allowed.

The use of camera footage was dis-
cussed with members of the Highlands Po-
lice Department who suggested all business
owners install cameras so that such conduct
can be verified.

Footage of illicit behavior and crimes
can be used by the department, but hav-
ing town-owned and operated cameras was
deemed best.

Hence, commissioners are considering
installing cameras in the business district —
on Main and on south and north 4th Street —
but what kind, the placement and the overall
cost is being discussed.

Cameras would not only deter and
verify aggressive solicitation, but also other
criminal activity such as breaking and enter-
ing and burglary.

fire alarm at a residence onVZ Top.

* At 6:43 p.m., the dept. responded to
a fire alarm at a residence on Hidden Village
Trail but it was cancelled en route.

Oct. 24

* At 10:33 a.m,, the dept. was first-
responders to a location on Church Street.

* At noon, the dept. responded to a
fire alarm at a residence on Bowery Road.

* At 9:01 p.m., the dept. was first-re-
sponders to a residence on Lucerne Drive.

* At 9:22 p.m,, the dept. was first-re-
sponders to a location on N. 4th Street.

* At 10:36 p.m., the dept. provided
public assistance at a location on US 64
west (Franklin Road).

Oct. 25

* At 3:09 p.m., the dept. was first-re-
sponders to a residence on Norton Ridge
Road.

* At 3:13 p.m,, the dept. responded to
a motor vehicle accident on Buck Creek
Road.

* At 7:20 p.m., the dept. responded to
a fire alarm at a residence on US 64 east
(Cashiers Road).

* At 9:16 p.m,, the dept. responded to
a fire alarm at a location on Skyline Lodge
Road.

Oct. 26

* At 1:35 a.m,, the dept. provided mu-
tual aid to the Cashiers FD on a structure
fire.

Oct. 27

* At 4:32 p.m,, the dept. responded to
a structure fire on Flat Mountain Road.

* At 7:46 p.m. the dept. provided public
assistance at a location on Skyline Lodge
Road.

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

Bronze sculpture * Paintings
Vintage & Antique Collectables &
Furniture - Costume Jewelry

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring
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HIGHLANDS CHURCH

9a Sunday mornings

LIVE STREAM: Andy Stanley

. LI I )

Following Jesus makes your life better,
And makes you better at life!

For details, text Bee at 404-307-1415

the hemlocks
on 25 acres at the base
of Whiteside
Mountain.

i
. Ryan M. Bears
Branch Leader

Cell: 803-271-5426
Off ce: 828-526-8784
ryan.bears@allentate.com

Accepting New Clients
in Highlands and Franklin

LISATHOMPSON
DOG SITTING

« daily drop-in visits

« overnight & extended
stays

« dog walking
828.424.4637

HIGHLAMNDS
CASHIERS

CHRISTIE’S |

INTERMATIOMAL REAL ESTATE

Colleen Kerrigan, Broker
615-400-5498

colleen.kerrigan.wnc@gmail.com

Authenticity, Honesty, Integrity

Highlands Office 210 N. Fifth Strect

BENERAC

> 828-526-9325 «

Generators aren’t just a “thing” we do,
generators are all we do!

Storage Units Available
Secure 24-Hour Access
Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms

Call today to find out why we’re
“Highlands Premier Facility”

828-482-1045

Buck Creek Rd - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Road near the hospital

Look for our sign!

e Grading
 Excavating
* Driveways
* Build sites
* Hauling
* Septic Systems

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643
Officelfax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com

828-200-9217

Crane
Rentals

Available o

MEenDozZA TREE ExperT
Quality Tree Care & Removal |8+ years

estimates@mendozatree.com
mendozatreeservices.com

COUNSELING

CENTER
OF HIGHLANDS

Peggy Crosby Center » 348 South Fifth Street

828-482-7417

info{@counselingcenter.org + counseling-center.crg

We are nonprofit and provide counseling ona sliding scale fee so
everyone can receive the care they need regardiess of ability to pay.

Al Stoneham

Realtor-Broker
Luxury Home Specialist
Licensed in NC & GA

Cell: 828-332-9767
al.stonecham@allentate.com

ALLEN TATE REALTORS/PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP
HIGHLANDS/SCAINQUNTAIN/CASHIERS

360 MAIN STREET

ESTATE JEWELERS OF
HIGH luﬁl'l DS

ﬁhi}iqﬁhuni Only!
Call: 828-526-1960
Toxt: 770-855-0825 S
!llall -lnihlgillanlls@gmall.mm P

Kiln dried
FIREWOOD

Delivery or pickup

2460 Cashiers Road « Highlands 828-526-2395
highlandslawnandgarden.com
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* CLASSIFIEDS ®

HELP WANTED

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH located in
the heart of downtown Highlands is seeking a reliable and
motivated Part-Time Facilities Manager to oversee the
maintenance and care of our historic property and grounds.

We are looking for someone that can:

* Coordinate and manage maintenance, repairs, and
preventative upkeep

* Supervise vendors and contractors for larger proj-
ects

* Ensure the facility is safe and ready for all church
activities and services

* Perform light, routine maintenance tasks as needed

Our ideal candidate would be someone who:

* Has experience in facilities management, building
maintenance, or a related field

* Can work independently and manage time effectively

* Is located in or near Highlands

* Is eager to join and vibrant and faithful community

This is a flexible, part-time position perfect for a dedi-
cated individual looking to contribute meaningfully to a cen-
tral Highlands institution.A full job description can be found
on our website under ‘Employment’. For more information

AUTOMOTIVE

SERVICE & REPAIR
< .

e )
Lo r“: « FO

e e

828-787-2360
2851 Cashiers Road, Highlands

We're proud to be a family-owned company with 43 years in the
business, and even prouder to now serve the Highlands community.
~ Bob Saladna, Owner|

Hereistwhatls

HighlandsfAlutombotive!
fs alll a@boui!

* Same-day service for most maintenance
and routine repairs.
* Top-tier diagnostic & programming tools
— just like the dealer.
* New tire, alignment & balancing
equipment for precision and speed.
* Same experienced technicians.

We service ALL domestic and foreign vehicles.

o=

Also serving customers in: remy
Atlanta, GA | Dallas, TX | Houston, TX {ﬂ.‘)

Come see the difference. S BT

or submit a resume, please contact the Church Office at fp-
chchurchoffice@gmail.com. (st. 10/16)

FOR SALE

1989 LINCOLN TOWN CAR SIGNATURE SE-
RIES $11K. 88,000 miles. Outstanding condition, email
1989lincolntowncarhighlands@gmail.com or call (305) 396-
108I. (st. Oct.9)

11.62 ACRES, 7 MILES SOUTH OF HIGH-
LANDS. $287,301. Owner financing. 200 mature blueberry
plants. 3 springs. Email rickhavron@gmail.com. (st. 8/14)

LAND - 7.5 miles south of Highlands, 8.64 acres with
spring, by far the best view in the area at $200,000. 828-974-
1137.(8/1)

2005 PANOZ GTLM. CONVERTIBLE. - 67k
miles. Factory Flag/Press Car, Road & Track Article. Flown to
24 Hour@LeMans. $45K. | have it all. Call Sid at 478-731-
8451 or email, siddumas@gmail.com (st. 9/18)

s .
TINY HOME LOTS FOR SALE. $55k-$85k ea. Each

lot comes with GREAT MOUNTAIN VIEWS, water, power,

and sewer run to each lot. www.TinyMountainEstates.com

for more info. (10/30/25)

FOR RENT

WALK TO TOWN, Garage Apartment, no pets,
$2500 per month 828.526.2793. (11/6)

LONG TERM RENTAL - Top of Eagle Ridge. Flat
yard.4 bed/3 1/2 BA. Central HVAC, water/sewer. Cable TV.
4,000 ft. elevation. Parking for 3 vehicles. Call 828-743-2655.
(st. 10/9)

| BR/I BAAPT - HOLIDAY SEASON RENTAL
- located 6 miles from downtown Highlands off of Hwy 106.
Fully furnished $175 per night/ 3 night minimum - Starlink
internet. Call Pam 828.482.2554 (st.8/21)

HIGHLANDS 1-2 SPACES - | large or 2 smaller
spaces for rent in popular Mill Creek Shopping Center next
door to Blue Bike Cafe. Each space is 800 sq/ft at $2,333/
mo OR both spaces at 1,600 sq/ft for $4400/mo. Inquires to
Debi: bock7@me.com or 404-323-9444. (st. 7/10)

4 BDM/3 BATH FOR RENT HIGHLANDS
— Updated farm home, located between Highlands & Ca-
shiers off Hwy 64. $3,200/month, includes all utilities with
high speed wifi. Call Marcy 828-482-4239 (st. 7/10)

2BD/2BATH SINGLEWIDE $1,100 per month in-
ternet included. First last security. Mark 828-200-0765. (st.
5/29)

SERVICES

PRIVATE CAREGIVNG SERVICESAVAILABLE.
References upon request. Call 828-564-6493. (st. 8/28)

PLATEAU PAINTERS - Interior and exterior paint-
ing, pressure washing, decks, and sanding and staining wood
floors. Division of Chatlos Construction. Fully insured. Free
estimates. Call Mike at 828-200-4071. (6/26)

JUNK REMOVAL SERVICE —We take anything. Call
828-200-0492 (7/31)

HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS HANDYMAN - Chat-
los Construction — Remodels, Additions, Framing, Siding,
Roofing, Decks, Painting. References. Insured. 828-200-4071.
(4/30)

NEED FURNITURE MOVED OR ANYTHING
HAULED AWAY? Call or text James of Going Gone at
828-421-2655. (7/31)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/KEVIN VINSON:
scanning photos, slides & negatives to CD or DVD for easier
viewing.Video transfer to DVD. Everything done in house.
Leave message at 828-526-5208.

OLD NOW HIRING
EDWARDS  ‘offcerates

HOSPITALITY GROUP

¢ EXPERIENCED HOTEL/RESORT Sales Manager

¢ EXPERIENCED HOTEL/RESORT Catering & Events
Manager

¢ Sales Office Manager

e Sales Associate
Apply at www.oldedwardshospitality.com/careers

Email careers@oldedwardsinn.com
Phone: 828-787-2631

Classifieds:
$10 for first 10 words; 30 cents for each addition-
al word; $5 for graphic; $2 for color highlight
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e HicHLANDS AREA EVENTS @

POOL SCHEDULE

* Lap Swim: Mon.-Fri. 6am-
9:45am, and Saturday 10am-11pm - 6
lanes. Water Aerobics: 18 y+ Mon.-
Fri. 10-11am with Karen Chambers.
Adult Swim: 18y+ Mon.-Thurs.
11am-3:30pm, Friday 11am-1:30pm.
Public Swim: Mon. thru Thurs.. 3:30-
7pm, Saturday 1lam-6pm and Sun-
day 1-6pm

PICKLE BALL

* At the Recreation Dept. every
Monday - Friday 10am-1pm indoors
for the winter (notice the days and
time has changed),

MOUNTAIN FINDINGS

* Open: 10 am - 1 pm. Spruce
Street. www.mountainfindings.org

PAC WEEKEND MOVIE

* At PAC, Downton Abbey:
The Grand Finale. Thurs., Nov. 13,
2p; Fri.,, Nov. 14, 2p; Sat., Nowv. 15,
530p; Sun., Nov. 16, 2p & 5:30p with
captions. Mon., Nowv. 17, 2p & 5:30p.
Tickets are $12.

SATURDAY MARKET

e Farmers Market in KH
Founders Park on Pine Street from
8a-12:30p rain or shine.

ALL WEEK
* Scaly Mountain/Highlands/
Cashiers  Alcoholics  Anonymous

“Open Meetings” are for anyone

who thinks they may have a drink-
ing problem or for anyone interested
in the A.A. recovery program. Open
meetings are held at Scaly Mountain
@ Grace Chapel, 9915 Dillard Rd.,
Scaly Mountain and Highlands @ the
1st Presbyterian Church, 471 Main
St., on Monday at 5:30 p.m. and on
Wednesday & Fridays @ 12 noon.
Open in person meetings are held in
Cashiers @ the Albert Carlton Ca-
shiers Community Library, 249 Frank
Allen Rd. on Sunday at 5 pm, on
Tuesday @ 7pm, on Friday at 5:00 pm
and on Saturday at 9:00 am. For more
information please visit our website
www.aawnc80.org or to speak with a
member of A.A. 24/7 call our HELP
Line 828 349-4357Mon.Thurs.

* At First Presbyterian Church,
ArtSpace is open from 9 a.m. to 4:30
pm. The next exhibit will start in
mid-August. For information contact
fpchkelley@gmail.com

Mon-Wed-Fri

* Aerobics with Tina Rogers
8-9am at the Rec Park.

* Balance, Stretch & Strengthen
Class at the Rec Park 8:30-9:30am.
The cost for the class is $30 a month
and is led by Cathy Hodgson. Call the
Recreation Department at 828-526-
3556 for more information.

THE
FIREWOOD COMPANY

Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn!
Highlands . Cashiers . Clayton .Atlanta

828.200.3050

bobhenritze @gmail.com « www.firewoodcompany.net

Mon., Tues., Thurs.

* The Food Pantry behind the
Methodist Church on Spring Street is
open from 10a-6p.

* Exercise Class with Michelle
Lane at the Rec Park at 5:30. A combo
class with different types of exercise.
828-526-3556

Second Mondays

* The local chapter of PEO, an
off-campus sorority founded in the
1800s that provides grants and loans
to women with financial need who
want to return to school or further
their education meets at 10 a.m. For
more info call president Paula Mc-
Donald at 706-372-3004

Tuesdays

e Strength Training at the Rec
Park 8:15-9:15 am.

* At Wayfarers Chapel, Work-
shop for Writers — from 5-6:30 PM

* ESL classes at The Literacy
& Learning Center, 6-7 p.m. 675 S
4th St. Highlands.

2nd Tuesdays

* Highlands Writers Group
meets on alternate Tuesday after-
noons at 3pm. Writers still uncom-
fortable with in-person gatherings
may participate via Zoom meetings
For more info contact Bud Katz at
cither 828-526-3190 or at budan-
dlynn@me.com

2nd Wednesdays

* Hudson Library, in partnership
with VAYA Health, is hosting an edu-
cational seties on adult mental health
topics, at 11 AM.. To register, stop by
the library or cll 828-526-3031.

Wednesdays

* Digital Navigators will be at
the Hudson Library from 1-3 PM,
digital navigators will host a Tech
Time drop-in time at Hudson Library
with the goal to assist attendees with
basic smartphone, laptop, iPad and
tablet skills. Tech Time sessions of-
fer one-on-one help on any personal
digital device. Tech Time is a chance
for residents of all ages to bring their
devices and ask any questions. Learn
how to set up an email account, mute
your cell phone, back up and store
files. Those ate just a few of the skills
we teach patrons. For more informa-
tion, call the Library at 828-526-3031.
This program is free and open to the
public.”

Thursdays

* Kickboxing 8:15-9:15a. at the
Rec Park. No martial arts background
necessary Contact the Recreation De-
partment at 828-526-3556 for more
info.

* At First Presbyterian Church
a free concert “Music for Prayer”

at noon. These casual concerts are
almost entirely improvised and last
30-45 minutes. This offering is called
Music For Prayer.

* At Hudson Library, special
children’s events will be on tap on
Thursday afternoons at 3:30 Kids
Zone programs.

Fridays

* At Hudson Library, Friday af-
ternoons at 2 PM, there’s a variety of
children’s programs including board
games, STEM programs, and crafts.

3rd Saturdays

* The American Legion Post 370
meets at the First Methodist Church
at 315 Main St. in their community
room/909 chapel. We serve breakfast
at 9a and hold our monthly meeting at
10a. We invite ALL veterans to attend.
Email ncpost370@gmail.com ot just
join us at 9am.

Sundays

* At Wayfarers Chapel, Sunday
Service: 10a Sunday Mornings. Stick
around for visitation and coffee hour
immediately after service. (Coffee
hour is replaced by potluck dinner the
1st Sunday of each month).

Thurs. Oct. 30

* Highlands Cashiers Players
present “Deathtrap” by Ira Levin. Di-
rected by Michael Lanzilotta. Tickets
are $25-$35. For show times and tick-
ets go to HighlandsCashiersPlayers.
com or call 828-526-9047

Fri., Oct. 31

* Halloween on Main in High-
lands. 6-8 p.m. Trick or Treating, hot
dogs & hot chocolate. Live music
by ABC Combo, High 5 & DJ Mike
Murphy.

Sat.-Sun., Nov. 1-2

* Highlands Cashiers Players
present “Deathtrap” by Ira Levin. Di-
rected by Michael Lanzilotta. Tickets
are $25-$35. For show times and tick-
ets go to HighlandsCashiersPlayers.
com or call 828-526-9047

Thurs. - Sun., Nowv. 6-9

* Highlands Cashiers Players
present “Deathtrap” by Ira Levin. Di-
rected by Michael Lanzilotta. Tickets
are $25-$35. For show times and tick-
ets go to HighlandsCashiersPlayers.
com or call 828-526-9047

Thuts., Nov. 6

* Shop With A Cop Rotary Bin-
go in the Community Building 6:30 —
8:30pm. $15 for 15 games.

Tues., Now. 11

* Veterans Day Ceremony at 11
a.m. at Veterans Plaza in parking log
of police station. This brief ceremo-
ny is to honor all who wear and have
worn the uniforms serving our great
country. New bricks will be dedicated

into the “Veterans Honor Walk.”

Fri., Now. 14

* Barrett Family Wine Dinner at
...on the Verandah at 6 p.m. $250 per
person. Reservations required. Call
828-526-2338 or book online at www:.
ontheverandah.com.

Sat., Now. 15

* Brochelle Vineyards Wine
Dinner at ...on the Verandah at 6
pm. $250 per person. Reservations
required. Call 828-526-2338 or book
online at www.ontheverandah.com.

Sat., Nov. 22

* Your favorite vendors from the
Saturday Farmer’s Market (plus a few
extras) will be warm and cozy indoors
at the Highlands Rec Center with
fresh produce, locally made bakery
treats, specialty foods, handcrafted
gifts, unique products, artful jewelry,
Haitian metal art, and a FREE cup of
Haitian Coffee we all know and love.
10a to 3p. Come shop for one-of-a-
kind gifts and other things you need
for the holidays.

Sat., Nov. 29

* Light Up the Park & Main.
Start the holiday season with this elec-
tric celebration. Gather with friends
and family as KH Founders Park and
Main Street glow with festive lights
— and a visit from Santa himself. For
more info, go to highlandschamber.
org or call 8§28-526-2112.

Dec. 5-21

* At PAC, Mountain Theatre
Company presents Home for the Hol-
idays. For tickets go to boxoffice@
mountaintheatre.com. 828.526.2695

Sat., Dec. 6

* Highlands Christmas Parade.
Revel in the magic of the holidays at
the Highlands Christmas Parade, a
cherished tradition that brings joy to
all ages. For more info, call 828-526-
2112.

Sat., Dec. 13

* Your favotite vendors from the
Saturday Farmer’s Market (plus a few
extras) will be warm and cozy indoors
at the Highlands Rec Center with
fresh produce, locally made bakery
treats, specialty foods, handcrafted
gifts, unique products, artful jewelry,
Haitian metal art, and a FREE cup of
Haitian Coffee we all know and love.
10a to 3p. Come shop for one-of-a-
kind gifts and other things you need
for the holidays.

Sun., Dec. 14

* Lighting of the Menorah. to
honor the beginning of Hanukkah,
a celebration of light and unity that
marks this meaningful season. For
more info, go to highlandschamber.
org or call 828-526-2112.



SILVER EAGLE

Native American Jewelry
Crystal & Gem Gallery
=t

X
349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com
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Darlene Conley
Mountain Luzury

Your Dream. Your Journey. YOURE
HOME!

Dedicated to finding the home you ve
always wanted.
Cell: 404-427-2448
darlene.conley@allentate.com

ALLEN TATE REALTORS/
PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP

[IP e, &Y

Hardware
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Highlander
Mountain
House

- &

1 The Ruffed
Grouse
Tavern

highlandermountainhouse.com

M ‘& LUXURY COLLECTION"
e I c e r Of the 55,000+ BHHS agents across the globe,
’ Fayeranksinthe TOP2% andisa

REALTORS Luxury Collection Specialist.
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‘Country Club Properties|| . . FAYE WURM
Your local homet_own HIghBﬂdS PrOperJ[leS 828.200.1345 = E
Real Estate professionals. 450 N. 4th St. Highlands, NC faye@bhhsmmr.com

3 Offices 828-526-2520 2334 CashiersRd, Highlands [

828-526-5522

https://fayewurm.meadowsmtnrealty.com/

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com www.highlandsproperties.com

Team RickSteve
“The Power of 37

Trusted advisors
providing impeccable
personalized service
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We are home.'
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Charming
Mountain
Retreat
Near Downtown
Highlands

i,

42 Hemlock Ridge

4 BR 4 BTH
2 fireplaces
2 screened-in
porches
Gated community
Sold furnished

Offered for
$2,100,000

Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742
AndreaGabbard@
gmail.com

Highlands

Sotheby’s

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

Luxury Listings

Sotheby’s

INTERMATIONAL REALTY

CHRISTIE’S

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE

114 N. 4th Street * Highlands, NC

Local Expertise, Global Connections.

Vot L

Cell: 828-787-1895

Sheryl Wilson

office: 828.526.8300 © cell: 828.337.0706
sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com * highlandssir.com

Licensed in NC and GA

John Sheehan
(404) 790-9716

Highlands Office | 210 N. 5th Street
Ll

pamela.nellis@yahoo.com

HIGHLANDS
CASHIERS




HOWARD
HANNA

ALLEN TATE REAL ESTATE

MORE THAN 33 YEARS OF
EXEMPLARY SERVICE ON THE PLATEAU

5JJJJJ G

Our clients rate us 5out of —

VOTED AMERICA’S BEST AME_R'i'EgE?BEsT

i

1957

¥

Cell: 828-506-0173
Office: 828-526-4663
debby@landmarkrg.com

LANDMARK

REAL ESTATE SALES & VACATION RENTALS
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-

JULIE OSBORN
& PAT ALLEN

828.200.6165 | 828.200.9179
julie.osborn@allentate.com
pat.allen@allentate.com

Leading

LUXURY
PORTFOLIO
INTERNATIONAL

REAL ESTATE
COMPANIES
°r THE WORLD®

HOWARD
HANNA
ALLEN TATE REAL ESTA
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e DAVID

--I BOCK

Do € suipers

ll‘-.":_-"-.
www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240
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People ... are
the investments
that matter
most

CHRISTIE'S

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE
— HIGHLANDS CASHIERS ——

Deborah “Bee” Gleeson
404.307.1415
BeeGlee4@Gmail.com
and
Pat Gleeson
828.782.0472
PatrickGleeson4@Gmail.com

HighlandsCashiersCIRE.com
210 North Fifth Street,
Highlands, NC 28731

Ranked the #| Broker in North Carolina

. for over a decade—and for good reason!

-7

Whether you're buying or selling, she

'5‘,4 brings unparalleled market expertise,
| top-tier negotiation skills and a
= commitment to delivering exceptional
. results. Your dream home or top-dollar
- saleis just one call away-you deserve
~ the best! With over $1 Billion in sales.

you can be the next beneficiary of this

' ! track record.

Call her personally at 828.226.6303.
™ |
| #1 Broker

| IN NORTH CAROLINA

| $1 Billion +

= TOTAL CAREER SALES VOLUME

. Top 100

s SOTHEBY'S INTERNATIONAL REALTY AGENT
WORLDWIDE

Highlands = Sotheby’s

BERKSHIRE
HATHAWAY

HOMESERVICES

MEADOWS MOUNTAIN
REALTY

If youwant an

award-winningreal
estate experience,
choose an
award-win
agent.

ning
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MITZI RAUERS
Broker / Luxury Collection
Specialist

(404) 218-9123
mitzi@bhhsmmr.com

*Based on 2023 sales data. Out of a global network
of 65,000+ BHHS agents

Restaurant

828-526-2338

Open
7 nights
5:30-9p

...on the Verandah

on Lake Sequoyah

42 Years of Fine Dining

'
1
[

&

——

www.ontheverandah.com

M“CULL

LY’S
CASHMERE

Scotland’s Best Knitwear

Open 7 days a week

526-4407
242 S. 4th St.




