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Highlands and Franklin early
voting sites are open Oct. 16-Nov. 1

By Kim Lewicki

Early voting for the munici-
pal elections in Highlands and
Franklin begins Thursday, Oct. 16.

Animal
control
changes in
the works

By Kristin Fox

Since the beginning of the
year, the Macon County Board
of Commissioners has struggled
with the issue of how to fix prob-
lems with the Macon County
Animal Services. For the last few
years, the department has faced
many challenges including un-
derstaffing, undersized and inad-
equate facilities and the need for
additional funding.

The public has shown up
for several board meetings ex-
pressing concerns ranging from
animals not being taken care of
propetly at the shelter to prob-
lems with animals in the county
not being addressed, often due to
lack of staff.

At the request of the board,
County Manager Warren Cabe
was tasked to work on a feasibil-
ity study exploring options for

* See ANIMAL page 4
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The polls in Highlands at the
Civic Center/Rec Park at 600 N.
4th Street, open at 8a and close at
6p, Monday through Friday. Early

voting will continue until Nov. 1
with Saturday polls open from 8a
to 3p.

* See VOTING page 10

Every late afternoon, early evening in October, at the Jackson County over-
look on the Cashiers Road, the bear goes over the mountain to see what’s

on the other side!

Photo by Lori Mathis

Bear Shadow music festival
has new home at Ferngrove

Bear Shadow music festival
is coming out of hibernation and
is set to return to the Highlands-
Cashiers Plateau from May 29
— May 31, 2026, with a refreshed
setting that complements the
event’s themes: music, mountains,
mindfulness and community. The

festival will be held at Ferngrove
in Highlands, North Carolina. The
new venue offers an immersive at-
mosphere and natural beauty for a
weekend of renewal.
“After taking time to find
the right fit, we’re thrilled to an-
* See BEAR SHADOW page 8
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The race begins for
Highlands’ election

Mayor seat and three commissioner seats are open;
write-ins could decide the election

By Kim Lewicki

The ballot for the Highlands
municipal election is sparse this
time around — the incumbents
Mayor Pat Taylor, and Commis-
sioners Amy Patterson and Eric
Pierson are the only candidates
who signed up to run.

However, with two years left
on Brian Stiehler’s unexpired term,
Jim Tate, who served as Highlands’
representative on the MC Board
of Commission for 11 years, who
retired from the Highlands Fire &
Rescue Dept. after 20 years and
who has served on both Highlands
Planning and Zoning boards as
well as the HC TLand Trust board,
is running for that seat.

Having served for 12 years, in-
cumbent Mayor Pat Taylor is run-
ning for a fourth term.

Commissioner Patterson was
elected November 1989 for her
first four-year term, which began
1990. She took two years off and
has been on the board consistently

since then and has so far served a
total 33 years. She is running for
another four-year term.

Pierson was on the board for
two consecutive terms; came off
for two years; was clected again
and is now running for a fourth
term.

Based on the number of
Town of Highlands registered
voters — 986 — and the number
who turn out to vote, apathy has
clearly set in concerning High-
lands’ elections.

The number who voted in
the 2021 municipal election was
496; the number who voted in the
2023 municipal election was 423.

However, there is “talk” of a
grassroots write-in campaign tak-
ing place to get some new faces
on the board.

In NC, people don’t have to
register or file a petition to be a
write-in candidate in a non-parti-
san municipal election. As long as

* See RACE page 16

M<CULLEY’S

The largest selection of
Scottish cashmere in the U.S.A.
In Highlands ...on the hill
242 S. 4th St.* 828-526-4407
Open 7 days a week

www.mcculleys.com
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Tonight’s worksession and Town Board meeting

hursday, October 16,
is the Highlands Town
Board of Commission-

ers workshop and then board
meeting. Both sessions are at the
Highlands Community Building
next to the ball field. The work-
shop meeting starts at 6 p.m.,
followed by the board meeting
at 7 p.m. Both meetings can be
viewed remotely via the town’s
YouTube portal on the town
website.

The workshop agenda will
have two parts. The first will be a pre-
sentation by the town staff and the po-
lice department on installing more secu-
rity cameras on Main Street, followed by
a discussion. These cameras would not
have public access like the current one on
Main Street. They would increase security
against criminal actions, such as the recent
smash-and-grab at a Main Street store and
enforce ordinances about merchandising
on town streets.

The second workshop item will be a
closed session with the attorney represent-
ing the town in the Huff vs Highlands law-

Highlands Newspaper
www.highlandsinfo.com

Phone: (828) 200-1371
Email:

HighlandsEditor@aol.com
Publisher/Editor: Kim Lewicki
Reporters: Kristin Fox
Digital Media/Circulation - Jim Lewicki
Locally owned and operated by
Kim & Jim Lewicki
Adobe PDF version at
www.HighlandsInfo.com
265 Oak St. PO Box 2703
Highlands, N,C 28741
All Rights Reserved. No articles,
photos, illustrations, advertisements or
design elements may be used without
permission from the publisher.
Letter Policy:

There is a 500-word limit. We reserve the
right to reject or edit letters-to-the-editor.
No anonymous letters will be accepted,
Views expressed are not necessarily those
of Highlands Newspaper.
Obituary Policy
Obituaries are $8 per column inch.
$10 per photo.

Payable prior to publication.

Highlands Mayor
Patrick Taylor

suit. The board receives updates
concerning the status of the suit
and provides direction for our
attorney.

The board meeting has a
full agenda, starting with a pre-
sentation of a memorandum
of understanding between the
town and the Plateau Boys and
Gitls Club. The MOU will out-
line the procedures to move
forward with the construction
and operation of a new Boys
and Girls Club on the campus
of the Highlands Recreation Department.
A committee of town and Boys and Gitls
Club representatives has been meeting for
several weeks to develop the MOU. This
agreement is the critical first step in mov-
ing the project forward.

A second agenda item will be to re-
view a proposed new ordinance concern-
ing solicitation and merchandising on
town streets and property. The town attor-
ney drafted this ordinance. An initial draft
was reviewed at last month’s town work-
shop. Now that this draft is on the board’s
agenda tonight, a final action at this meet-
ing is very much possible. How the new
ordinance will be enforced will be a part of
the discussion leading up to final approval.

The Highlands Neighborhood Coali-
tion has been conducting a citizen survey
in the past several weeks. Representatives
from the coalition will be presenting the
survey and findings to the Town Board at
tonight’s meeting.

Matt Shuler from our GIS and IT
department will present an update on the
development of an electric system out-
age map. Matt and the electric department
have been developing this map for several
months. With board approval, they will be
ready to put the outage map on the town
website. The website can be accessed di-
rectly or through the town app.

The map design will show in red any
area that has lost power protection during
an extreme weather event or at any time.
Hopefully, such a system will cut down on
the surge in calls reporting power outages
during storms. Also, our electric crews will
use the map to pinpoint the exact locations
in town where power is out.

Finally, Fire Chief Gearhart will ap-
pear before the board to request approval
* See MAYOR page 7

A bird on a mission

Last spring, two Red-
bellied woodpeckers
spent a month diligently
pecking out a large cavity
in this tree. I thought
there would be babies.
Nope. Using wood bits
from their pecking mixed
with their saliva to create
a paste, they completely
sealed it. A week ago,
this Pileated woodpecker
systematically tore it apart.
Will be interesting to see

what comes next.
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Photo by Cris Sleightholm
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New & Re-Roofing Applications Including:
Asphalt * Cedar » Metal * Synthetic Materials
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info@highlandernc.com * www.highlandernc.com
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Bryson’“s :--F@@d Store

Proudly Serving nghlan C

“Open daily
s 7:30a to 7:30p
,NC « (828) 526-3775

Read Highlands Newspaper for free from everywhere ...
on the street or on the web.
Go to www.highlandsinfo.com.
Click on Local News.
Delivered and Uploaded every Thurs.AM

Fox Den | 220 Worley Road, Hzghlcmds NC

$2,875,000 | Four Beds | Four and a Half Bath | 1.52-Acres

¢ One-of-a-kind Jim Fox Design

e Historic Satulah Mountain Location

* In-Town With Long-Range Views

*» Completely Renovated And New
Systems

* Multiple Private Balconies

* Large Deck Below The Structure

CHRISTIE’S CARL ROMBERG, RSPS

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE Broker | Realtor® | 678.936.9309
— HIGHLANDs casHIErs —  Carl@HighlandsCashiersCIRE.com
HighlandsCashiersCIRE.com

* INVESTING AT 4,118
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Invest in what makes Highlands special

all is here and the clear,
cool air is a reminder
we live in a place that

has four distinct seasons. How
blessed we ate to be insulated
from the hustle bustle of city
life and enjoy the slower pace
of Highlands® life, A great
thing about living here is it is
possible to stay as busy, or as
slow paced as you like.

Our small town is a great
investment in your personal
lifestyle. It only takes attend-
ing a meeting or two with the
state ot national level, and hear

WTerry Potts
Country Club Properties of

state leaders’ views of devel-
opment and ours are worlds
apart. A good investment
property here is the loca-
tion and environment, views
, waterfalls, and convenience
-- all important. To the state
leaders it is how many homes
with ADU’ or condos you
can shoehorn into an acre.
Different tastes are to
be expected, and the town
has become more urbanized
over the last 15 years, but we
do need to recognize the lim-
its to what our resources will

! - Highlands
state leaders in our industry to  More than 5 generations in  SUPPOTt.
see that our investment and Highlands Fall is a busy time of the
828-421-3417

lifestyle goals as Highlanders
are not the same as the state
or country as a whole. We understand High-
lands’ investment is not just interest rates
and development opportunities!

Our standard of small-town mountain
living is to be cherished and protected, the

year, then Winter will give us
a time to recharge and enjoy
the snow, skiing, and ice skating. Then on to
a new year of enjoying four more seasons!

* CCP of Highlands, over five genera-
tions in Highlands 828-421-3417

..ANIMAL continued from page 1

animal services. One possible suggestion is
to find an outside agency to manage the ani-
mal shelter.

Several months ago, the county issued a
RFP (request for proposal) seeking outside
agencies who may be interested in assum-
ing control of animal services. Cabe said the
county received one proposal from a non-
profit agency who currently works with the
shelter and is interested in taking over animal
services.

At this week’s BOC meeting, Meg
Kremer, an active volunteer and president
of Pawsitive Shelter Volunteers (PSV) do-
ing business as Humane Society of WNC,
presented a proposal to commissioners
for PSV to assume control over animal
services. PSV is proposing a streamlined,
outcome-otiented model for animal shelter
services in Macon County. Their proposal
addressed three core areas — animal intake,

* See ANIMAL page 8

Open for the last 40 years, Shiraz has been offering wholesale prices to the public on its
entire inventory of genuinely hand-woven oriental rugs. Thousands of antique and
contemporary pieces from around the world.

HAND CLEANING * RESTORATION * APPRAISALS

"'hull-n.____-’__ o

(828) 526-5759
Main Street *» Oak Square
Highlands, NC 28741
wwwi.shirazruggalleries.com

TAMPA - NAPLES * SARASOTA
ORLANDO



Newer built. 3BD/2.5BA home on
a beautiful forested |.15-acre lot in
a peaceful neighborhood. Primary
bedroom on the main level with en-
suite bath w/garden tub and shower.
Living area opens to dining and
kitchen all on the main level. Upper
level has two large bedrooms with
walk-in closets and a full bath. Two
decks with planters. Outdoor fire
pit, BBQ, 2 sheds, and water feature.
Handicap accessible ramp walkway
to the deck. Offered at $555,000.
mls #1000683

'

Move-in  condition, spectacular
house off Buck Creek Road. 3BD,
plus additional flex spaces. Mul-
tiple fireplaces. Open great room
concept with custom kitchen,
plank wood floors, stone fireplace,
covered porch with hot tub spa.
Masters on main and upper floors,
plus guestrooms with baths. Out-
building. Offered at $1,895,000. mls

On Flat Mountain Road on over 3
acres is this 4BD/2BA 1969 farm-
house. It needs some renovation
but has great bones and has a
multitude of possibilities. Charm-
ing Knotty pine and wood floors.
An additional home site or two is
a possibility, with a septic already in
place for a guesthouse or rental. Of-
fered at $1,200,000 mls #106379

White OakVillage
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vainsreer COUNTRY CLUB PROPERTIES ., preat

Wright Sq. 828-526-2520 | www.ccphighlandsnc.com | ccp4terry@gmail.com

White Oak Village is tucked away off Hicks Road just outside the town limits, this small enclave of 6 duplex town-
houses, with 4 more planned. Each townhome has 3BD/3BA with a large deck that overlooks a gurgling stream.
Walk in on the main level, to a lovely sitting room and high quality kitchen, with stainless steel appliances and natural
light stone countertops. Living room features a gas fireplace and 4-panel glass sliders. Upstairs is a primary suite
and guest suite with bath and laundry in the hallway. Terrace level overlooks backyard and stream with both inte-
rior and exterior access. Great room with kitchen and dining bar and a full bedroom and bath. Family overflow or
income purposes. mls #1001871 $1,099,000, mls #1001872 $1,099,000, mls #1001874 $1,099,000, mls #1001877

$999,000, mis #1001879 $999,000

Need an unzoned property for cov-
ered storage! Off Dillard Road, this

l-acre property has a 3,200 sq. ft.

almost new storage building. Has
electricity to the property but will
need a well drilled for water and
septic checked if desired. Offered at
$495,000 mls #1000396

A blank canvas, ready for you
to make your own tastes, this
2 bedroom, 2 bath needs refur-
bishing but is in a great location
only 2 blocks from Main Street.
northeast side for morning
sun. great covered glass porch.
Currently rented and shown
by appointment. Offered at
$575,000. mis #100181 |

Off Buck Knob Road, this one-of-a-
kind log cabin on top of the knoll with
a lovely yard and view. 2BD/2BA on
the upper level, main level has living
room, dining room, kitchen, bath and
two large porches. Lower level has
a garage, family room and bath. Of-
fered at $1,475,000. mls #1001705

On the Highlands-Cashiers corridor,
this 2BD/IBA is on |.38 acres. Stone
fireplace, kitchen and bath needs
updating but a new roof and some
upgrades are done. Great high vis-
ibility location. Offered at $599,000.
mls #1001857

This .99-acre lot in Highlands Falls
CC is in the new section of the club
on Falcon Ridge with view of White-
side Mountain all the way to South
Carolina. Gentle building lot, water,
sewer, and a full set of plans ready.
This is a one-of-a-kind lot. Offered at
$1,495,000 mls #1001337

First time on the market in over 25
years, this lovely 3BD/3BA has liv-
ing room, kitchen, a bedroom and a
bath on main floor. Living room has
a masonry fireplace and opens onto
a covered porch. Lower level has a
bedroom, bath. Upper level has a loft
bedroom and bath. 2-car carport.
Furnishings are negotiable. Offered
at $725,000 mls #1001238

Condo at Highlands Mountain
Club. 2BD/2BA, screened in porch.
Primary bath with a dream shower
and tile floors. View overlooks a
pristine lake. Open pass-through
kitchen/dining living. Furnishings ne-
gotiable. Offered at $525,000. mls
#1001347

Less than 2 miles from town,
this one-of-a-kind  generational
10-acres estate with 3BD/4.5BA
home has over 5,000 sf with
roughed in rooms for additional
living area below. Beautiful grounds
feature gardens, trails, potting shed,
greenhouse, and lovely water fea-
tures. Country French living room
with Dalle de Bourgogne French
limestone floors, a fireplace, and
stunning wrought iron doors to
access the patio. Open dining with
adjacent chef’s kitchen. Primary
suite has double bath and full office/
library. Elevator and stairwell leads
to 2 guest bedroom suites, and a
bonus room.A rear porch with pet
fence and a 2-car garage. Offered at
$6,200,000 mls #1001680

B ;:“-_.'_'-'.'!1—- - .
One level living with this fully up-
dated 3BD/2BA off the Leonard
Road entrance to Trillium. Move-in
condition. Shown by appointment.
Offered at $999,000. mls #1001890
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HIGHLAHNDS . BURRITO

Highlands' Favorite Spot for Fast, Fresh Mexican
& the Best Margaritas in Town

N N
NOW OFFERING

CATERING

DINE IN OR TAKE IT TO GO
226 4th Street, Highlands, NC
HighlandsBurrito.com

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern

at Hzghlander Mountain House
_ Open for
LUNCH
Wednesday-Saturday
11:30-3p
Open for
DINNER
o Wednesday-Saturday
5:30-9p
Open for
| SUNDAY BRUNCH
with Blue Grass music
10a-3p

290 Main Street * Highlands ¢ 828-526-2590
highlandermountainhouse.com

828-526-4035

| WILD THYME GOU RMET

R E B8 T A WULR A MT

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round

Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. * Highlands

Open 7 Days
for Lunch & Dinner
Lunch: 11a-3:30p

Dinner:
5:30p - closed

IGHLANDS DINING ®

Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p ¢ Sun. 11ato 7p
Closed Tuesdays

828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

..on the Verandah

Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah
42 Years of Fine Dining

OPEN
7 nights
5:30-9p

828-526-2338
9US 64w » Highlands

www.ontheverandah.com

AHIGHLANDER MOUNTAIN HOUSE HOTEL

Now serving wine,
beer & coffee!
Open to the public!

Wine/Beer Bar:

The Secret Garden

Sandwich shop and
gourmet food market

m Open Year-Round
“ Mon.-Fri.. | [:30a to 4p
Sat., noon-7

Call (828) 305-7509 to place a pick-up order.

Thurs-Sat 5-10p

Caterlng and Custom Charcuterle

‘w- A f,
‘%Z/m‘;» .
y 828-526-2762 d

ENTERTAININ JJ

w MADE EASY
v Steaks, Chicken, Pork, Lamb
/ Butcher Specials
Fresh Produce
e
Appetizers
Deli Salads
Fresh Bakery Items
—— Sandwiches
Wine & THC/CBC
Toys & Gifts
4 493 DILLARD ROAD

Sides and Entrees A

EST. H.:_,‘-'“-;—'r‘ 1990

LAKESIDE

RESTAURANT

Open Tuesday - Saturday
Dinner Starts @ 530 PM
Open Sur ay 25TH

Outdoor Dining / Dine-In Ar rsideresianrant.inlo

531 Smallwood Ave | 828-526- 94I9 | nghlands




29 19
Ice Cream Popsicle
Flavors! Flavors!

Summit Sweet Ice Cream Shop
In Wright Square ¢ 73 Main Street
Open 7 days a week * | la to 8p.

EL AGAVE
o /‘

MEXICAN RESTAURANT
& TEQUILA BAR

72 Highlands Plaza * Highlands * 828-482-2974

..MAYOR continued from page 2

to accept a donation of a swift water rescue trailer. Emer-
gency rescue is a major responsibility for the Highlands
Fire Department, and this much-needed piece of equip-
ment is essential.

Friday the 17th, I will be holding my final community
coffee of the year. It will be at the Hudson Library and be-
gins at 11 am. The topic is current and future construction
projects in Highlands. I will review town projects, residen-
tial projects, and some very major commercial projects. I
hope to see you at the coffee, which will be sponsored by
the Peggy Crosby Center.

Finally, the demolition of the Highlands Playhouse
building will begin sometime in November. There are
about 125 naming bricks in the entryway to the Playhouse.
If anyone wants their brick, now is the time to bring a
screwdriver and remove the brick. I will be happy to pro-
vide more information. I can be reached at AskMayorPat.
com/

PSS
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Come, join a No Kings rally Saturday, Oct 18 in Sylva
(11a) or Highlands (12:30p)

Dear Editor,

Good reason to rally for democracy: Congressional
Republicans insist that the government shutdown lies with
the Democrats. Briefly, the Dems are only trying to retain
health care subsidies and access to Medicaid due to expire
in December. Republicans are clear that health care cuts
are non-negotiable (Al overview; search on “Medicaid cuts
non-negotiable”). NC has already announced plans to cut
Medicaid payments ((KFF Health News; kffhealthnews.
org) as a result of the Republicans Big Beautiful Bill. But,
according to numerous polls, most Americans want to retain
the subsidies, and are supporting the shutdown in hopes the
Republicans will come to their senses. If affordable health
care is not on your radar, here is another reason to rally.

In September, under orders from the President and
without warning, the military in the Caribbean began
lethally destroying boats supposedly smuggling drugs from
Venezuela. Not once has the government suggested any
credible evidence exists that these boats are smuggling
drugs, or even Venezuelan. Because destroying boats in
international waters with no warning can be considered
an act of war, the Department of Justice retroactively
provided a classified legal basis for these attacks — that
the boats” occupants were terrorists associated with drug
cartels set on destroying America. Smugglers are considered
criminals, subject to due process. Terrorists have no rights
to due process.

Then, on September 22, Trump issued an Executive
Order designating Antifa as a domestic_terrorist

organization. Antifa — which stands for Anti-Fascism -- is
not an organization; it was originally an identifier of far-
left protestors and has morphed to a very broad catch-all
phrase for people protesting US Government actions.
Again, terrorists have no rights to due process.

Horrifyingly, Trump told military leadership on Sept 30
(YouTube) “We’re under invasion from within. No different
that a foreign enemy but more difficult ... because they
don’t wear uniforms.” He also suggested the military train
in “dangerous” American cities. He has identified Chicago
and Portland, at least, as dangerous cities.

Finally, on October 5, Attorney General Bondi said
“We’re going to take the same approach [as towards drug
cartels] with Antifa: destroy the entire organization from
top to bottom. We’re going to take them apart. Thanks to
... the designation of Antifa as a terrorist organization —
which is exactly what they are — Americans will no longer
tolerate their unhinged violence.” Attorneys and others say
that taken together, the Executive Order and Trump and
Bondi’s comments can be interpreted to mean that the US
military has permission to kill civilians. (Google Bondi’s
quote; reporting from various news organizations).

Last week Stephen Miller called the No Kings
rallies “stupid old hippies.” On Friday Mike Johnson
recharacterized us as “antifa terrorists who hate America.”
We really are citizens who believe in the rule of law and
think America is worth saving. See you next Saturday.

Karen Patterson
Highlands

Democrats are taking a stand on healthcare
for all Americans

Dear Editor,

Western North Carolina is facing a critical situation in
health care, and Congress is making it worse. Republicans
claim their budget is “clean,” but a closer look reveals it is
filled with cuts to essential health protections that many of
us rely on. Promises to address these issues later do little
to help, especially with open enrollment about to begin for
state employees (October 13-31) and ACA marketplace
plans (November 1-January 15). That is why Democrats are
standing their ground.

Here are the facts: As of October 2025, Medicaid cov-
ers 3.1 million North Carolinians, including about 440,000
in rural areas and neatly half the children in some counties.
Communities like Haywood, Macon, Jackson, Buncombe,
and Henderson depend on Medicaid to keep children, se-
niors, and individuals with disabilities healthy. This month,
the North Carolina legislature made matters worse by failing
to fully fund Medicaid, triggering immediate and significant
provider cuts across the state as of October 1, 2025 - leaving
individuals without necessary doctor visits, prescriptions, or
vital support.

The impact extends beyond Medicaid recipients. If
Congtess allows enhanced ACA tax credits to expire, many
North Carolinians could see their insurance premiums more
than double, according to Kaiser and state data. This situ-
ation does not just affect families; small business owners,

farmers, and self-employed individuals—who make up a
significant portion of our area—could lose coverage or
face exorbitant premium increases. Small businesses and gig
workers might see their monthly costs rise by hundreds of
dollars, forcing some to forgo insurance entirely.

Teachers, state workers, and retitees will also be affect-
ed. Approximately 750,000 people, including many public
school employees, are facing increased health plan costs,
higher copays, and potential gaps in care due to state budget
challenges. Retirees living on fixed incomes may expetience
soaring premiums, jeopardizing their coverage and deplet-
ing their savings.

Open enrollment is the only opportunity for most
people to ensure they have coverage — there is no “fix it
later” for these families or groups. If Congress does not act
swiftly, many will be left with higher bills, reduced care, or
no insurance at all until next year.

This is why Democrats are taking a stand. Health
care for working families, business owners, teachers, re-
tirees, and everyone in our rural communities is far more
important than providing new tax breaks for billionaires.
Our region cannot afford business as usual. Congress must
protect Medicaid and ACA coverage now, before anyone
gets left behind.

Constance Neely
Scaly Mountain
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FOR SALE

3175 CLEAR CREEK ROAD,

HIGHLANDS, NC 28741 5890’000
3 BED | 3 BATH | 3.05 ACRES

900+ FEET OF CREEK-FRONT IN HIGHLANDS

JOHN SHEEHAN
(404) 790-9716

ovu/\fou'vL ['k

PROPERTIES

PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 18 | NOON-3:00PM

Enter a drawing for a $100 gift card to Madison’s Restaurant!

g 7 5 St 2

e -]

85 FALLENLEAF LANE, HIGHLAND®
% MLS# 1001570 | $835,000.| 3BR/3 :

- Updated kitchen and baths
- Stone fireplace with gas logs - High speed internet
- New full home generator - Low HOA fees

DIRECTIONS: From Highlands, take Hwy 64 towards Cashiers. Turn left at the
first Wildwood entry, Shortoff Lane. Go past the pond and tennis courts, then
bear left after mailboxes onto Fallen Leaf Lane. The home is on the right.

MEADOWSMOUNTAIN - CRISTINAVIVES FAYE WURM
REALTY 561.427.8829 828.200.1345
cristina@bhhsmmr.com  faye@bhhsmmr.com

©2025 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway
HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of Columbia Insurance Company, a @
Berkshire Hathaway affiliate. Equal Housing Opportunity. o

- Crawlspace encapsulation

BERKSHIRE
HATHAWAY

HOMESERVICES

.BEAR SHADOW continued from page 1

nounce Ferngrove as the new home for Bear
Shadow;” said Jack Austin, Board President
of Highlands Festivals, Inc. “This venue cap-
tures the natural beauty and sense of com-
munity that have always been at the heart of
the festival. We can’t wait to welcome fans
back to Base Camp in 2026.”

The festival will share headlining acts and
ticket on-sale details before the end of 2025.
Organizers are also exploring expanded pro-
gramming for ticketholders, with several ex-
citing announcements forthcoming. Past Bear
Shadow performances have included notable
acts such as Lukas Nelson & Promise of the
Real, Jason Isbell and The 400 Unit, St. Paul
& The Broken Bones, Trampled by Turtles,
Spoon, The Head & The Heart, J] Grey &
Mofro, Black Pumas and The War & Treaty.

A portion of festival proceeds will ben-
efit Stage4Hope, a public charity connecting
advanced-stage cancer patients to lifesaving
treatment, travel support, emotional-wellness
retreats, and lung cancer research.

“We're thrilled to welcome Bear Shadow

to Ferngrove and to share this experi-
ence with the Highlands community. It’s
a beautiful way to bring people together
through music and to highlight Stage-
4Hope,” said Stacy Carter, founder of
Ferngrove and Stage4Hope. “Our new
cancer wellness center at Ferngrove will
extend that mission here in Highlands —
a place where patients and families can
breathe, find hope, and rediscover put-
pose again.”

Bear Shadow, produced by High-
lands Festivals, Inc., is a music festival
named in honor of the bear-like shadow
that appears behind the region’s White-
side Mountain in the fall and spring.

For mote information, visit https://
bearshadownc.com/, subscribe to our
newsletter and sign up to receive texts for
the latest festival news by texting BEAR-
SHADOW to (828) 202-8911. You can
also follow us on Facebook and Insta-
gram.

..ANIMAL continued from page 4

animal husbandry and animal service pro-
grams.

PSV’s mission for animal services would
be to maintain a safe, sanitary and humane
environment for every animal while optimiz-
ing flow and accelerating live outcomes. One
future goal of the organization if they assume
control would to eventually become a “no
kill” shelter.

“I think this could be a winning formula
for Macon County — the animals, the volun-
teers, employees and owners,” said Kremer.
“We want to do the right thing by the animals
that come into our care.”

She said one of the key components that
they bring is their experience.

“Pawsitive volunteers have been side by
side, boots on the ground, with the employees
at the shelter on a daily basis caring for the
animals,” she said. “All our volunteers bring
special gifts to the table in terms of their con-
tributions whether its socializing, walking,
caring for the dogs, helping to clean and feed
the animals, especially when the shelter is al-
ways short staffed.”

She said knowing how the shelter cur-
rently runs, enables them to bring to the table
some very good ideas on how to improve the
function and efficiency of the shelter for fu-
ture use,

“I look at it as a collaborative effort be-
tween the county and PSV,” said Kremer.

Kremer, believes, moving forward the
first thing that would have to happen in terms
of management would be to have animal
control put back under the jurisdiction of

the sheriff’s office. Historically, animal
control has been under the sheriff’s of-
fice, but in 2015 the county changed its
animal control operations to shift control
from the sheriff’s office to public health.
Due to concerns over the rabies vaccina-
tion process, this was considered the best
solution at that time.

Kremer said the animal control of-
ficers need the legal backing of the shet-
iff’s office.

“I would like to sit down with my li-
aisons to discuss this,” said MC Sheriff
Brent Holbrooks. “First and foremost,
there is not a general statute in place that
would compel me to take over animal
control.”

If animal control was to be put un-
der the control of the sheriff’s office,
Kremer is proposing it be separate from
animal services. The proposal would call
for the construction of a separate wing
with a coded lock for only animal con-
trol officers and employees after they are
briefed on the animal. The sheriff’s office
would only handle animal control issues
with PSV taking care of all the other ser-
vices of the shelter such as housing, care
of the animals and adoption.

Before the organization takes over
animal services, commissioners have to
work out the details including developing
a contract. Cabe said it could take up to
90 days to take care of business before
PSV could assume control if this is what
commissioners decide is the best option.



Your Legacy
Home Awaits

225 Bowery Road, Highlands
$7250,000 | MLS# 1000431

This exceptional 1922 estate has been masterfully
restored for modern living. Original oak and
antique chestnut floors, massive stone fireplaces,
handcrafted millwork, and more than 60 windows
showcase timeless craftsmanship. In-floor hydronic
heating on the first and second floors offers year-
round comfort. Spa-inspired baths,
generous  gathering spaces, and timeless
finishes complete the interior. The third floor is a
flexible haven for a bunkroom, media space, or a
studio. A beautifully updated guest cottage
boasts wide-plank floors, exposed beams, and a
stately stone fireplace. Additional
accommodations above the detached garage
make it perfect for guests or a caretaker. The
grounds are an enchanting sanctuary, with a
sparkling heated pool, an in-ground spa, and
an activity barn. Trails and century-old stone
walls wind through gardens with direct access to
Ravenel Lake and more. Gated entrance. 4.0 acres.

BERKSHIRE
HATHAWAY

HOMESERVICES

REALTY

MEADOWS MOUNTAIN
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"RIVERWAILK

B
BOUTIQUE LUXURY S

LIVING IN THE HEART,
OF HIGHLANDS, NC i

'Starting at.S1695M

« NEW CONSTRUCTION
E « GATED COMMUNITY
« RIVERFRONT & VIEW
LOTS AVAILABLE
- CANOE DOCK
+ WALK TO DOWNTOWN

Brand New
Luxury Hom

34 Bear Mor Ridge, Highlands
$3,595,000 | MLS# 1000498

This wonderful luxury home is in a new gated
community perched on picturesque Big Bear Pen.
Just a short walk or quick drive from downtown
Highlands, this brand new home features an open
floor plan with soaring 14-foot ceilings in the
great room. Sliding multi-panel doors open to a
covered deck with another fireplace, a built-in grill,
and entertainment area. The kitchen showcases
custom cabinetry, elegant countertops, a large
island,  designer lighting, and  top-tier
appliances. The main level includes a generous
office/study and a luxurious primary suite with
multiple walk-in closets and a spa-like bathroom.
Upstairs, you'll find two guest suites, an area for
a bunk room, and a common lounge area. A
large unfinished space that can be built out as a
private en-suite or additional living space. Don't
miss this chance to own a sparkling new
luxury home close to restaurants, shopping,
and entertainment venues!

\/R THE MICHAUD RAUERS GROUP
I\ 828.526.4101 | WWW.MEADOWSMOUNTAINREALTY.COM

ravens 488 MAIN ST, HIGHLANDS, NC 28741

REALTY GROUP

Columbia Insurance Company, a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate. Equal Housing Opportunity.

©2025 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of ‘ @
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..VOTING continued from page 1

The eatly voting site in Franklin is in
the Macon County Community Building,
1288 Georgia Road, Franklin across from
Ingles.

Like in Highlands, the polls open at
8a and close at 6p, Monday through Friday.
Early voting will continue until Nov. 1 with
Saturday polls open from 8a to 3p.

Absentee ballots are still available by
request from the Macon County Board of
Elections at (828) 349-2034 or at voteby-
mail.ncsbe.gov through Oct. 21. Eligible
voters who aren’t registered can register dur-
ing early voting with proof of residency and
can cast their ballot on the same day.

This year registered voters will need to

]

Community Thrift Store

| A NON PROFIT STORE

EXCLUSIVE AFTER-HOURS SHOPPING &

SOCIAL EVENT

Please joinv us for avvevening of shopping

and social tailored specifically for local

residenty.

o b

October 17% 5-7pmv
If busy schedules make it challenging to-

event iy for yow!

"Elryoy reﬁe&hmﬁm@me&dmwazﬂ%

(Does not include sterling silver, Mubmd/y o

sale or those priced -at $1.00)

e e e e e e e e, B, S, ettt it

show a photo ID to cast their vote. Those
who don’t have a photo ID can get one for
free from the Macon County Board of Elec-
tions at the courthouse in Franklin.

Also new this year will be the presence
of “observers” inside the polling place.

On Oct. 1, 2025, the NC State Board
of Elections revised its “observation rules”
to allow parties to appoint observers for a

nonpartisan race, such as a municipal or ju-
dicial contest, if a candidate in that race is
registered with their party.

The NCSBE decision was driven by
the increasing number of municipal elec-
tions, many of which are officially nonpat-
tisan, and the interpretation that the 2023
law did not bar observers in these cases.

* See VOTING page 14

e OBITUARY ®

Virginia Allyne Johnson Worley

Virginia Allyne John-
son Worley died on Octo-
ber 10, 2025. She was born
August 22, 1929, in Nash-
ville, TN. Her parents were
Oscar Theodore Johnson
and Ruth Mebane Johnson.
She grew up in Miami, FL:
and graduated summa cum
laude in 1950 with a major
in music from Barry Univer-
sity in Miami. That year, she
married Richard Lee Worley
of Miami, a graduate of the United States
Military Academy at West Point, N'Y.

In 1964, the family moved to High-
lands, NC. Mrs. Worley opened a kin-
dergarten in the Episcopal Church. Two
years later, Macon County was awarded
a federal grant to establish Head Start
pre-schools throughout the county. Mrs.
Worley was hired as the teacher at the
Highlands center located at that time in
the log cabin now occupied by the High-
lands Hiker.

A few years later, the state of North
Carolina established kindergarten classes
in all public schools. Mrs. Worley obtained
her teacher’s certificate from Western
Carolina University and was employed
at Highlands School. She retired in 1991.
The Highlander Newspaper printed her
picture on the front page with the caption,
“Beloved Kindergarten Teacher Retires.”

Mrs. Worley loved to
travel and continue learn-
ing. She attended summer
school in Bregenz, Austtia,
Florence, Italy and Madrid,
Spain. She also traveled to
Hawaii, Fiji, Tahiti, Australia
and New Zealand.

She visited many other
countries including France,
Germany, the Low Coun-
tries, Scandinavia, Great
Britain, 47 states in the
USA, and seven provinces in Canada.

At the Episcopal Church of the In-
carnation, she was a member of the choir,
served on the vestry and flower guild, and
organized and directed the student bell
choir. Mrs. Worley was also a board mem-
ber for the Hudson Library and a life-long
member of the Mountain Garden Club.

She is survived by four children:
Elizabeth, Ruth, Mary Lou, and George,
nine grandchildren and seven great-grand-
children. Additionally, she is survived by
nieces, nephews and their children. She
was preceded in death by her son, Richard
“Dickie.”

Details regarding a memorial service
will be shared as soon as they are finalized.

In lieu of flowers, memorial dona-
tions can be made to the Mountain Gar-
den Club and the Hudson Library.

YOURVOICE

YOURVOTE

Don’t think your vote will
not matter in this election,
a write-in candidate
can win if we all don’t
go to the polls.

Although all the candidates on the November ballot are unopposed, I

urge all town voters to cast a ballot for the candidates appearing on
the ballot during the early voting period or on Election Day. Your vote
will be an affirmation for community engagement and support for the

municipal election process.

Finally, to group planning a write in campaign, I call on potential write
in candidates to publicly declare their intention, just as the candidates

Early Votin
Octoyber 16g-

November 1

Election Day
November 4th

appearing on the ballot have done. All voters have the right to know
the names of every candidate so questions about the issues can be
asked of everyone.

Please visit ReelectMayorPat.org
Paid for by the Committe to Reelect Mayor Pat

YOURVOICE

YOURVOTE




By Robin King Austin

In October, Highlands Mountaintop
Rotary always celebrates the amazing ac-
complishments of the Polio Eradication
Campaign that Rotary has been part of since
1988.

Since then, 3 billion children in 200
countties have been vaccinated against this
dreaded disease that can cause paralysis in
children and permanent disability though
adulthood. The effort has reduced worldwide
cases by 99.9%!

Most of us readily accepted our Polio
vaccinations in childhood. Some of us are
old enough to remember children in our
neighborhood being stricken...playing kick-

BE
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e UPCOMING EVENT®

World Polio Day is October 24

ball one day and paralyzed the next. We also
remember the scary heart lung machines keep-
ing people alive who could no longer breathe
on their own. Later in life we remember those
who developed post-polio syndrome and end-
ed up disabled and in wheelchairs.

The USA has been free of polio for de-
cades, but in 2021, a child presented in NY
with paralysis, and tested positive for polio. A
wastewater surveillance test in her area picked
up multiple cases and the indications that the
virus had been spreading for a while. An emer-
gency effort to get unvaccinated children the
polio vaccine was undertaken and the spread
subsided.

Many children in America are unvacci-

66 Summit Trail, Highlands
INCREDIBLE VIEWS
2 car garage, 5 BR, 4 bth

MLS# 1000796 | Offered for $2,895,000

Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742
AndreaGabbard @gmail.com

nated, as in most countties, so although most
of the world is technically Polio free, that could
change at any time.

Without the Polio Eradication program
wortldwide, Polio would rage through the world
again. In 1982, over 200,000 became paralyzed.
We don’t want that to EVER happen again.

So, we must support the effort, and each
year at this time we ask those in the community
and business world who are able and interest-
ed, to join our Mountaintop Rotary members
in donating to this important program.

All donations are matched two times by
Bill Gates and the Gates Foundation.

Last year the money Mountaintop Ro-
tary raised enabled 24,000 children to be vac-
cinated.

If you would like to help, please call 828-
446-6789 or email robin.austinhome@gmail.
com ot mail your check to us at PO Box 372,
Highlands, NC 28741.

Your donation is tax deductible as High-
lands Mountaintop Rotary is a not-for-profit
organization. EIN number 20-4058998.

HIGHLANDS
EXPERTISE

ELEVATED
EXPERIENCE

= Highlands resident
for 17 years

= Representing buyers and
sellers across the Plateau

= Seamless service from
Atlanta to the mountains

= Backed by 78+ years of
Dorsey Alston trust

LET'S TALK
Brian Seifried,REALTOR®
770.309.1143

[DORSEY ALSTON

REALTORS®

404.352.2010

True In Town Location | 740 Horse Cove Road

Highlands, NC

e Listed at $595,000

* Two Beds And Two Baths On One Level

e Covered Parking
« LOW Association Fees

CHRISTIE’S

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE
—— HIGHLANDS CASHIERS ——

Broker | Realtor® | 828.787.1895
Pam@HighlandsCashiersCIRE.com

PAM NELLIS

HighlandsCashiersCIRE.com
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Fine American Handcrafts including
Pottery, Jewelry, Fun Gifts and More!

PEAK

EXPERIENCE

L

e
Llphiarc
Gttty

Stylish hats at affordable

Open |0am Daily
828-482-1920
221 N. 4th St.

(Across from Town Hall)

* UPCOMING EVENT®

Annual Art League Fall Colors
Show is this weekend

The Art League of Highlands
Cashiers announces their Fall Col-
ors Show. Each year, locals and

gin holiday shopping with person-
alized bespoke gifts. This weekend
the weather promises to be beau-

tiful, but no matter the weather,
the Show is indoors at the Civic
Center (at the Rec Park 600 N.

. pz‘zces! visitors flock to the beautiful Art  Fourth St., Highlands) with plen-

Visit The Highlands Hatter|  of many area artists. This juried  ty of parking for all. Admission:

To get your show offers a range of Fine Art no charge/Donations go to area
Hattitude adjusted! works for sale. A great way to be-  Youth Art programs

The Show is open 10a-5p
Saturday and Sunday, October 18
& 19.

“Sunrise at Whiteside” by Terry Warren

A Blockbuster Beginning for the Highlands Cashiers Film Festival!

The inaugural Highlands-Cashiers Film Festival was a huge success, bringing over 1,500 film lovers together.
Thanks to the generous support of our sponsors, filmmakers, donors, volunteers, and attendees, we raised over

$150,000 to benefit the Highlands Performing Arts Center. Your support made this exciting new tradition possible.

Darren Whatley & David Moore

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS

Jeanne & Jeff Dowdle A Iris & Bruce Feinberg
Alison & Kim Knapp |P} ls)esitf};ln Pearl Lefkowitz
ou

Kate & Doug Hendrickson
Beverly Ellars
Debi & David Bock
Laura & Steve Harris

o DASCOM. .y e

HIGHLANDS PREMIER GATED COMMUNITY

. Builders

(f SUNCOAST
19 J)

FESTIVAL

Phyllis & Tom Davis

The Birches LLC
Ginny Doolittle
Jan Roush

Katherine & John Lee

Tricia & Frank McDonald HAYWOOD APPLIANCE HERITAGE John Mitchener & Heath Massey
Kathy & John Eastman Kelly Kallis
Cheryl & Jim Parker S racr, S ARAS Jane Jerry

>

£ &
Cindy & Rick Trevathan HIGHLANDS mummw Jeanne Piazza
Marty & Dan Boone Do e DERMATOLOGY BOYS & GIRLS CLUB  REALTY Teton Trim Services LLC
828-349-0840
Highlands Hiighlands Newepaper

LAURECE. sothebys UDIMISIIE]

Whe llrar af alse BighlamdsCadicrs P

| HICKORY RIDGE
WEALTH ACVIKSEA

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

Save the date for next year’s festival: Sept 17 — 20, 2026!
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It's Leaf-Looker Shopping Time in Highlands!

|®Receive an Optic Slim
Face Mapping Consult
(20 min.) with our
Obagi Medical
representatives

Karen Weise and
Holly Nelson.

OBe entered into a
drawing for an Obagi
Medical Gift Basket
valued at $300+

|®Receive a deluxe
travel skincare item
with your consult!

Exclusive
OBAGI

Medical Event

Fril., Oct. 17 ™=
10a toe 3p

Call today to reserve your
appointment: 828-482-0818

Highlands Mercantile
on Main

0 All clients the day of

the event can enjoy a

Jane Iredale makeup
consult

020% off Obagi

Medical Skincare and
Jane Iredale makeup.

©Refreshments and

OLimited spots
available.

Books * Chocolates * Coffee » Guy Gifts » Home * Skincare
322 Main Street, Highlands » 828-482-0818

# T_HE MOLLY GRACE
Wiz,

400 -

Shop clothes,
home, gifts & more
with us at
The Molly Grace!

(Across from Town Hall)
(828) 526-8390
207 N 4th St., Highlands

Mizzen+Main

338 Main St.
526-4777

4 DRY SINK

HIEHHIHH h(

Gourmet Kitchenware

o Cookware
» Bakeware
o Cutlery
» Gadgets
o Tabletop
» Stemware
 Small Appliances

(828) 526-5226
450 Main St.

Come shop all our
new fall arrivals.
Summer clearance
still happening...

155

A Highlands tradition since 1940

i NALeAL SeLECTON

e Tinctures and oils
e Hemp products
¢ Jewelry/accessories
e Felt decor
e Dreamcatchers
e Local art
® Candles

(828)421-3546
361 Main St e Highlands
(Next to Annawear)

H i gh I an d S Our 85th season on Main Street
Mon.-Sat.10a-5p * Sunday 12-5p
828-526-3160
CoMme SeE eUIF

Fall arrivalss

* Free People * THML
* Z Supply
* Michael Stars
*Vintage Havana

Jeans by:
Joes * AG

iizens

* Mother
Shoes by:
% * ShuSh
* Diba
* Blowfish
* Matisse

355 Main Street
(in The Galax Theatre
526-4660

5. 4th Street
564473
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PUMPKIN FEST
AT SILVERMONT PARK
October 3-4 / 10-11 / 17-18 / 24, 6-9 pm
October 25, 5-9 pm

Family-Friendly Halloween Fun = Live Music = Food Trucks

Beautiful Lighted Pumpkin Displays on Paved Trail
Games = Storytelling = Scavenger Hunt = Face Painting = And More!
Silvermont Historic Mansion Open with Guided Tours

364 East Main Street, Brevard / PumpKinFestBrevard org

$7 Ages 13+ / $5 Ages 3-12/ Under 3 Free - On-site Parking $5 / Free Parking 1Block Away

-

"u’\{ - xﬁ
~ Y REJUVENATE®¥>¥¢ <
L_]_\\ LASER CENTER ;

OCTOBER &N
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e

S;éscm& i changes coming
‘ \ i october! £
{ X PicoSure Focus ;
\“reatment Stimulate
your skin refreshing ——';
processes to create ] Threeforme

Combines the 1540
Laser Treatment with
. the IPL Photofacial to
solve three common

brighter, younger
looking skin.

skin concerns:
Wrinkles
Sun Damage
Facial Veins

Franklin: 828-349-1280
Highlands: 828-482-4430
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..VOTING continued from page 10

Following the override of Senate Bill
747 in 2023, the NCSBE issued guidance
that political parties could only appoint ob-
servers in races where they had a candidate
explicitly on the ballot. Highlands has regis-
tered candidates from both parties.

According to the NCSBE, observers
play an important role in making the voting
process transparent to political parties and
candidates. The observers witness the con-
duct of voting and can report any perceived
issues to election officials or the party that
appointed them.

In North Carolina three observers per
political party are allowed on site for 4-hour
stints.

Observers must be appointed in ad-
vance by a county or state political party
chair or by an unaffiliated candidate and they
must wear a badge to identify their role.

Observers ate allowed to take notes on
electronic devices and witness procedures
but must not interfere with voters or elec-
tion officials. They can’t question voters in-
side the polling place, make or receive phone
calls, or get close enough to see how a voter
marks a ballot. If an observer believes there
is a problem, they must report it to the chief
judge, the county boatrd of elections, or the
party that appointed them. They are not to
interfere or challenge a voter directly. A chief
judge can remove a disruptive observer after
a verbal or written warning.

Observers are allowed to listen to con-
versations between a voter and election of-
ficial that take place in the voting place, pro-
vided the conversation is related to election
administration; move about the voting place,
including the designated area for curbside
voting; leave and reenter the voting enclo-
sure; communicate via phone outside of the
voting enclosure and witness any opening
and closing procedures at the voting place.

Observers may not look at or photo-
graph, videotape, or otherwise record the
image of any voter’s marked ballot; impede
the ingress or egress of any voter into the
voting place; inhibit or interfere with any
election official in the performance of his
ot her duties, including interfering with the
transport of sealed ballot boxes, election
equipment, or election results to the county
board of elections; engage in electioneering;
or make or receive phone calls while in the
voting place.

In North Carolina, designated poll ob-

servers can obtain lists of voters at least
three times each day, with a minimum of
one hour between each request. These lists
contain the names of individuals who have
already voted at that specific polling place.

These lists allow political parties to
track which of their registered supporters
have not yet voted. The parties can then
contact those individuals to encourage
them to go to the polls.

NONPARTISAN ELECTIONS

Town of Highlands
Mayor
(You may vote for ONE)

[ patrick Taylor

Wnte-in

Town of Highlands
Board of Commissioners
(You may vote for TWO)

[ Amy Patterson

] Eric Pierson

Write-in

Town of Highlands

Board of Commissioners
Unexpired term ending 2027
(You may vote for ONE)

[]Jim Tate

Write-in

End of Ballot

The same Write-in Candidate can be entered
in all or any of the write-in spaces on the bal-
lot.
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All Mission Health Hospitals to host “"Crush the Crisis”
prescription drug ‘Take Back Day’

Hospitals to partner with local law enforcement to encourage the safe disposal of unused or expired medication

All Mission Health hospitals will be
hosting their annual “Crush the Crisis”
presctription drug take back day to raise
awareness about the dangers of prescrip-
tion drug misuse and the importance of
safe and proper disposal of unused or ex-
pired medications, on Saturday, Oct. 25.

The event, which coincides with
the Drug Enforcement Administration’s
(DEA) National Prescription Drug Take
Back Day, offers the community an oppor-
tunity to safely and anonymously dispose
of medications that are no longer needed.

National drug overdose deaths de-
creased by neatly 27% in 2024, however,
prescription drug misuse remains a public
health crisis in the United States. Research
shows a significant number of drug addic-
tions and overdose deaths come from indi-
viduals accessing unused medications from
family and friends.

TLaw enforcement officers will be on-
site collecting: tablets, capsules and patches
of Hydrocodone (Norco, Lortab, Vico-
din), Oxycodone (Oxycontin, Percocet),
Tramadol (Ultram), Codeine, Fentanyl

(Duragesic), Morphine, Hydromorphone
(Dilaudid) and Oxymorphone (Opana).
Ointments, lotions, drops, liquid medication
(in leak-proof containers) and vape cartridg-
es (without batteries) and pet medications
will also be accepted.

Any medications are accepted; how-
ever, needles, syringes, lancets or liquids will

not be accepted.

Participating Hospitals, times and loca-
tions:

*  Angel Medical Center, 124 One
Center Court, Franklin, from 10am to noon

*  Highlands-Cashiers Hospital, 190
Hospital Drive, Highlands, from 10am to
noon

Open for
Breakfast &
Lunch

8a to 3p

L)ONJEON'S

Pet Friendly Place Where Friends Meet

Come by for a visit and enjoy those Appalachian Fries and a Gyro!
Salads e Pitas ¢ Burgers ¢ Philly Cheese Steak e Shrimp Pita ® Susan’s Rueben
Italian Sausage ® Appalachian Fries ® Onion Rings ® Jambalaya ¢ Kabobs
Shrimp Gumbo e Soups, and more!

Open Tues. - Sat.

Dine in or Call in your order for Pickup! e 828-482-1513
462 Dillard Road, Highlands (across from Dusty’s)

Mountain HomeMinders

HOME WATCH ¢ HOME MANAGEMENT

Peace of Mind in the Mountains

Who is keeping an eye on your home while you are away?

breakdowns, your home needs an advocate while you are away.

Photo by Marti Boone

Lulu was found wandering as a stray
in Sylva and we estimate that she
is about 5 years old. Lulu loves oth-
er cats which makes her the per-
fect candidate for our “BOGO” cat
adoption special. Adopt one furry fe-
line, and we will waive the adoption
fee for a second kitten or adult cat.
To give Lulu a forever home, please
complete the adoption application at
chhumanesociety.org.

It holds great value and looks ... unoccupied.Are you trusting this
important job to a neighbor, family member or untrained professional?
Your home is our full-time commitment!

* Landscape Maintenance/Design and Installation
¢ Pest Control
* Pool/Spa Maintenance

* Plumbing/Electrical/Heat and Air Conditioning
* Well Issues
* Special Projects ... And Much More!

* Home Watch inspections
* Handyman Services
* House Cleaning

Contact us today to see what we can do for you! 828.421.4744 » mountainhomeminders.com

ACCREDITED MEMBER

NAVWA ¥

fr——
NATIONAL HOME WATCH ASSOCIATION

Proudly serving the communities of
Franklin, Lake Nantahala, Highlands, Cashiers Lake Glenville
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Highlands Voters

2025 Elections

Election Day s Tuesdag, November 4. Early voting starts
Thursdag, October 16.

In2021,ina record turnout, voters overw]ﬁelminglg
elected three candidates who suPPorte& residents:
Magor Pat Taglor and Commissioners Amg Patterson and
Eric Pierson.

In 2025, voters are encouraged to re-elect these three
incumbents to continue Protecting and Preserving the

historic Town of Higl'xlands.

Itis imPortant to show up and CHECK THE BOX!

v

v
v

Mayor
PAT TAYLOR

Commissioner
AMY PATTERSON

Commissioner
ERIC PIERSON

Paid for 59
Higl'llancls Neigl'lborl']oocl Coalition
Neigl'lbors and Neighborhoocls Working Together
www.Higl'l]anclsNeighborhoochoalition.com

HIGHLANDS
NEIGHBORHOOD COALITION

PRESERVE | PROTECT | ADVOCATLE

Not authorized by a candidate—

A great week for Highlands School sports

ighlands athletics had a
thrilling week across mul-
tiple sports, highlighted |

by key conference victories and
strong championship performanc-
es!

Volleyball

The week started on Tuesday,
October 7th, with the Varsity Vol-
leyball team traveling to Hiwassee
Dam and securing a dominant 3-0
victory. This win was particularly
sweet as it redeemed their only
conference loss from eatlier in the season
against Hiwassee Dam. While the Junior
Varsity team dropped their match 2-0, the
Varsity effort was a major highlight.

The week culminated with Highlands
hosting the Little Smoky Mountain Confer-
ence Volleyball Tournament on Monday,
October 13th. The first match of the day
saw an upset, with Summit defeating High-
lands in a close contest, 2-1. However, the
Varsity squad rebounded later that evening,
topping Blue Ridge 3-0 in a decisive match.
The tournament’s varsity semifinal saw Hi-
wassee Dam, the #2 seed, beat #3 Summit
3-1.

Soccer

Wednesday, October 8th, was a major
day for soccer with a doubleheader against
Hayesville.

The Middle School Soccer team started
off their 8th Grade Recognition Night with
an emphatic 9-0 win! Goals were scored by:

Brett Lamb
Athletic Director

Camden Westendorf (2), Todd
Vilardo, Blake Kenter, Colson
Blowdow, Matthew Morales,
Alex Lopez, and Harper Ramey.

The High School Soccer
game was a nail-biter, with High-
lands pulling out a huge 3-2 over-
time victory. The game-winning
goal came late in the overtime
petiod from Aniah McKim,
proving to be the difference
maker in the thrilling contest.

Middle School Swimming

The Middle School Swim team de-
livered outstanding results at the 2025 Far
West Middle School Swimming Champi-
onships at the Brevard Aquatic Center on
Thursday, October 9th.

The gitls team finished 4th overall,
with top performances from:

* Emilina Hernandez: Ist in the 50
butterfly and 3rd in the 100 freestyle.

* Bella Batista: 3rd in both the 50 free-
style and 50 breaststroke.

The boys team finished 2nd overall,
thanks to these top finishers:

* Alex Petric: 1st in both the 50 free-
style and 50 breaststroke.

* Justin Powell: 1st in both the 100
freestyle and 50 butterfly.

Congratulations to all our student-
athletes on an action-packed and successful
week! Be sute to come out and support the
Highlanders in their upcoming competi-
tions.

..RACE continued from page 1

they are registered voters in Highlands they
are eligible to hold the office and any vote
cast for them will be counted.

According to the MC Board of Elec-
tion, write-in candidates should make sure
they meet the eligibility requirements to hold
office; run an active campaign even without
formal ballot access. They say to actively
campaign to encourage voters to write your
name on the ballot — correctly — by creat-
ing yard signs, flyers, and other promotional
materials, using social media and your own
website to promote your campaign, and by
canvassing and speaking with voters directly.

Other suggestions: provide clear in-
structions to voters. Since your name won’t
be printed, you must instruct your support-
ers on how to propetly write your name on
the ballot. It must be spelled correctly, con-
sider campaign finance requirements. If you
raise or spend more than $1,000 for your
campaign, you are legally required to or-
ganize a candidate political committee and

file disclosure reports, contact the Macon
County Board of Elections at (828) 349-
2034 for specific information, guidelines,
and confirmation that your votes will be
counted.

On the Now. 4 ballot there is a write-
in space for mayor, two write-in spaces for
Commissioners Patterson and Pierson and
a write-in space for Jim Tate.

The same write-in name can be entered
for all or any of the four write-in spaces or
a different write-in can be specified per cat-
egory — mayor (1), Patterson/Pietrson (2) ot
Tate (1).

According to Judy Fritts with the MC
Board of Elections, and the NCSBE the
person with the most votes — whether the
candidate on the ballot or the write-in — will
be elected.

Since there are two write-in spaces
under Patterson and Pierson, if a write-in
beats both of them, he or she can pick the
seat they want to occupy.



e UpcOMING EVENT®

Community Watch Party for Halloween
baking contestant Oksana Shchelgachova
— Mon. Oct. 20 -

When the clock strikes Every week she’s
9 pm something stirs in the faced storms that would
mist over the Highlands melt lesser souls... and
Plateau. Not the wind... yet, she rises — stronger,

sweetet, sharper.

The grand finale won’t
come until October 27, but
every episode leading there
is a story in itself: suspense,
artistry, and a heart that
won't quit.

Now it’s our turn to
rise with her. Join the High-
lands family for a Commu-
nity Watch Party on Mon., Oct. 20, at the
Highlands Performing Arts Center, 507
Chestnut Street, Highlands, NC.

Doors open at 8:15 PM, and admis-
sion is free — but come eatly, before the
seats vanish like magic...and beware...
those who artive late may find themselves
under a chocolate spell.

not the owls... but the
pulse of Halloween Bak-
ing Championship — the
bewitching hour on Food
Network.

Since September 15,
when our own Oksana
Shchelgachova, the heart
and hands behind Edel-
weiss Bakery Boutique,
first stepped into that eerie kitchen, High-
lands has held its breath.

Her journey hasn’t been a straight path
— it’s been a roller coaster of fire and frost,
of chocolate and chaos.

But Oksana never folds. She fights. She
creates. She represents us — our moun-
tains, our community, our spirit.

One for all, and all for Oksana.
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(ffy SUNCOAST

Equity gement | Pr

Experience | Expertise | Authenticity

Robin Cook
Sr. Vice President,
Prosperity Advisor,
Highlands - Sanibel

Don Jowdy
Founder and Chief
Investment
Officer,
Highlands - Tampa

Marci Sherwood
Community
Marketing Director,
Highlands

Highlands, NC | Tampa, FL | Sanibel, FL

431N. 4th Street

828-487-8009 SuncoastEquity.com

Investment advisory services are offered through Suncoast Equity Management, LLC,a Securities and Exchange Commission Registered
Investment Advisor.

HOSTED BY
Remi
Barrett

FRIDAY |

NOVEMBER 14™
6PM |

$250

PER PERSON

Barrett Family
Wine Dinner

N .on The Lsnamdah

RESTAURANT &BAR

JOIN US FOR
A MULTI COURSE

SATURDAY
NOVEMBER 15™
6PM

$250

PER PERSON

44 YEARS OF FINE DINING

ON THE VERANDAH | 1536 FRANKLIN RD
BOOKING AVAILABLE ONLINE OR BY CALLING (828) 526-2338
WWW.ONTHEVERANDAH.COM

907379
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Is there a
balm in
Gilead?

Rev. Kelley Connelly
Associate Pastor
Ml First Presbyterian Church

o say that the weight of the world feels heavy this
I season would be a profound understatement. It
seems like whenever you turn on the news, or search
social media, or even check in with a friend we are met with
more sadness, more devastation, and more gtief. And so,
in recognizing this reality, like most pastors do, I turned to
scripture. Jeremiah 8:22 to be exact. This is the same pas-
sage that inspired the beloved hymn “there is a balm in Gil-
ead.” However, in scripture, the prophet poses it as a ques-
tion “is there no balm in Gilead?” Well, there’s good reason
for this creative rewrite.

The song is one of the most well-known spirituals
rooted in the African American experience of slavery in the
18th and 19th century. And though it was primarily born of
oppression, its fundamental design was to serve as a means
of comfort among enslaved African Americans. Taking the
question mark out and reconfiguring the sentence as a de-
clarative fosters a sense of comfort, hope, and restoration.
This is what African American theologian Howard Thur-
man refers to as “a creative triumph.”

The church is called to be bearers of a new creative tri-
umph as we carry on during these challenging times we are
living in. And we can do this by not only weeping for our
nation but committing ourselves to being the balm for one
another. Many places will welcome your achievements, your
appearances, your happiness, or your transactions. But the
church is called to be different. The church is called to be
a community of faith that is committed not to judging, but
to growing. These are particularly challenging times we are
living in. But yet, our calling remains the same. To love God.
To love one another. To grow together in that love. To pay
attention to what surrounds us — while staying focused on
who we are called to be in the world. So that we can grow in
compassion, in hope, in our faith, and find our belonging to
God and to one another.

So, I ask you, readers, what will your creative triumph
be?

As followers of Jesus Christ, we trust that there is a
balm in Gilead! It is made of love, God’s love in Jesus Christ
that does not abandon us but experiences the loss and grief
of the world with us. Love that will never let us go, love that
lives and heals and restores in simple, miraculous acts of
human kindness. Love that comforts us in ways that are un-
expected. Love that is unconditional and transformational.
Love that is Good News. And that good news comes to us
in the form of a healing balm. And we trust that it can and
will heal the sin-sick soul.

e P acEs 1O WORSHIP ®

BLUEVALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor 796-782-3865
Sundays: School:10 a.m.,Worship:1 |
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
828-269-3546 * Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.;Worship:| |
CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev.Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298
Sundays: School at 9:30;Worship 10:30
GRACE CHAPEL ON HIGH HOLLY
9615 Dillard Rd Scaly Mountain, N C.

Pastor Steve Kerhoulas. http://www.Graceonhighholly.com
Sunday School 9:45;Worship | |; Prayer Service VWed 5:30p
Men’s and Women'’s Bible Study throughout the week
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH
The Rev'd Dr. Marc Robertson & Rev. Nick McGee
464 U.S. Hwy. 64E, Cashiers, NC
CAC@christanglicancashiers.org * 828-743-1701
Sunday:Adult Christian Ed, 9:15a; Holy Eucharist, 10:30a;
Fellowship | 1:45a;VWed: Bible Study/Contemplative Prayer; 5p
CHRIST CHURCH OF THEVALLEY. CASHIERS
Pastor Jacob Tedder ¢ Jacob@cashiers.church ¢ 743-5470
www.cashiers.church
Sun. 10:452;Wed Study5: | 5p supper and childcare.
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH
283 Spring Street - Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m.
Testimony meeting: 3rd Wednesday at 5:30 p.m.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| [a.m.

I'st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.
Wednesdays —Supper at 6 p.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com * 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC ¢ Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins
Sun: Service 10:45am, Children’s 10:30am

Wed.:Youth 5:30-7pm;Women’s Bible Study: Mon. 4:30pm, Tues.

|0am; Men’s Bible Study:Wed. & Thurs. 7am @ Zookeeper
Bistro
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev.WV.Bentley Manning, Rector * 526-2968
5th and Main streets * www.incarnationwnc.org
Sunday: Rite |, spoken, 8 am in Chapel, Rite Il with Choir 10:30
am in Sanctuary,VVed: Healing Eucharist 12 pm in Chapel,
Morning Prayer: Mon-Thurs 8:30 am in Chapel
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 » www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor * 220 Main Street, Highlands
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am;Women’s 10:30 am
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Emily Wilmarth, pastor; Rev. Kelley Connelly Asso. Pastor
828-526-3175 « fpchighlands.org
Sun.:Adult Ed.: 10a;Worship | 1a.;Tues: Men’s Group |0a;
Wed: Bell Choir 4p. Chancel Choir:5:30p
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd)

Sunday School:10 am.Worship Service:| | am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N. /4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com ¢ Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814
Services: Sundays |10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner -Wed. 6pm

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. « Glenville. NC » 743-2729 « Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a.Worship | la & 7p.Bible Study 6p
Wed. Kidsquest 6p.;Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 « 165 S.Sixth Street
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays:Worship:| |
HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson ¢ | 1339 Buck Creek Road
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily
sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a. & 6p.VVednesday Worship is 6p
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376
In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
909a Bluegrass and | laTraditional
www.highlandsmethodist.org
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA
2152 Dillard Road « 526-9741
Rev. Ken Langsdrof
Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.
Visit our website: Holy Family Lutheran Highlands NC
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C.28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| |. Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
Franklin » 828-634-1312 « mountainsynagoguewnc.com.
Services: st Fri.and 3rd Sat.and Rosh Hashanah & Yom
Kippur.
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH
743-2583 + Independent Bible Church
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church. 4224 Big Ridge
(4.5 miles from NC 107)

Weds:Youth Group 6 p.m; Bible Study 6:30 p.m.;
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone — 526-2418
Sat.4pm 5/24/25-10/25/25; Sun. - | lam
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School —10 a.m.;Worship —1 | am.& 7
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates * 526-3212
Sun.: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:10:45 a.m.;VVorship: 6 p.m.
SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Richard Salmonson
Sundays: School:10 a.m.;Worship:I | a.m.
ST.JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

Mass: Sun. 9a (English); Mon. 9:30a (Vatican Il in Latin); Tues.

7p (Spanish);Wed.,9:30a (English)

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: * 743-2359 * Rev. Rob Wood
Sunday Service (summer): 9am & | lam
Visit our website: www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com
Our Bazaar Barn supports outreach in the community.
Open Fri & Sat. | lam-3pm
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
85 Sierra Drive. Franklin * uufranklin.org
Sunday Worship - | | am.
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers +828-743-2122
Sunday School:10 am.Worship Service:| | am
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s PolLice & FIRE REPORTS ®

Highlands Police entries from
Oct. 12. Only the names of persons
arrested, issued a summons/cita-
tion, issued a Class-3 misdemeanor
or those of public officials have been
used.

Oct. 12

e At 2:30 a.m.,, Cittolin Alvarez Mar-
celo, 55, of Boynton, FL, was arrested for
DUI at the Spinx Gas Station. He was is-
sued a $1,000 secured bond. His trial date
is Nov. 19.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue log
from Oct. 7.

Oct.7

e At 8:19 p.m, the dept. was called
about a possible motor vehicle accident on
Hilltop Drive but nothing was found.

Oct. 8

* At 7:48 am,, the dept. was first-re-
sponders to a residence on Chestnut Hill
Drive.

* At |1:08 a.m., the dept. was first-re-
sponders to a residence on Shortoff Road.

e At 12:02 p.m,, the dept. was first-
responders to a location on Cullasaja Club
Drive.

* At 1:34 p.m,, the dept. was first-re-
sponders to a residence on Cheney Lane.

e At 1:39 p.m,, the dept. was first-re-

-

Art League of
Highlands Cashiers

sponders to a residence on Stable Lane.

* At 3:30 p.m,, the dept. provided public
assistance at the hospital.

* At 6:59 p.m., the dept. provided mutual
aid to Glenville Rescue on Whiteside Moun-
tain.

e At 849 p.m,, the dept. was first-re-
sponders to a residence on Country Club
Drive, but it was cancelled en route.

Oct. 9

* At 8:27 a.m., the dept. provided mutual
aid to Glenville Rescue on Whiteside Moun-
tain.

* At 1:33 p.m., the dept. provided mutual
aid to Cashiers FD on a structure fire.

e At 3:40 p.m,, the dept. was first-re-
sponders to a residence on Crescent Trail.

e At 11:36 p.m,, the dept. was first-re-
sponders to a residence on Buckberry Road.

Oct. 10

e At 1:22 am, the dept. was first-re-
sponders to a residence onVZ Top Road.

* At 7:14 a.m,, the dept. responded to
a Co2 alarm at a residence on Ridge Lake
Circle.

e At 2:49 p.m,, the dept. responded to
a fire alarm at a residence on Hardscrabble
Ridge.

* At 8:30 p.m.,, the dept. responded to a
Co2 alarm at a residence on Dog Mountain

Road.

Oct. 11

* At 2:12 am.,, the dept. provided mu-
tual aid to Cashiers FD on a structure fire.

* At 8:49 a.m,, the dept. responded to
a fire alarm at a location on Skyline Lodge
Road.

* At 10:59 a.m,, the dept. responded to

a fire alarm at a residence on Brooks Road.
* At 1:22 p.m,, the dept. responded to
a fire alarm at a location on VZ Top Road
but it was cancelled en route.
* At 8:30 p.m,, the dept. responded to
a motor vehicle accident on Flat Mountain
Road.

COREY JAMES GALLERY

& Estate Consignments

Bronze sculpture ¢ Paintings
Vintage & Antique Collectables &

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

WHOLE LIFE
MARKET

.))’gl
Natural Products Store R
Hours: 9am-5pm
Mon-Sat
828-526-5999
Wholelifehighlands@icloud.com

LOCATED AT 680 N UTH ST, HIGHLANDS

TAD Organic smoothie/juice
NBC‘M bar located
i inside Whole
@ THALEE Al Life Market

FALL
COLORS

FINE ART SHOW

Highlands Civic Center
(At the Rec Park)
600 North 4th Street
Highlands, NC 28741

Plenty of parking!

18-19-OCT

2025
10-5pm

THIS WEEKEND!
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HIGHLANDS CHURCH

9a Sunday mornings

LIVE STREAM: Andy Stanley

. LI I )

Following Jesus makes your life better,
And makes you better at life!

For details, text Bee at 404-307-1415

the hemlocks
on 25 acres at the base
of Whiteside
Mountain.

i
. Ryan M. Bears
Branch Leader

Cell: 803-271-5426
Off ce: 828-526-8784
ryan.bears@allentate.com

Accepting New Clients
in Highlands and Franklin

LISATHOMPSON
DOG SITTING

« daily drop-in visits

« overnight & extended
stays

« dog walking
828.424.4637

HIGHLAMNDS
CASHIERS

CHRISTIE’S |

INTERMATIOMAL REAL ESTATE

Colleen Kerrigan, Broker
615-400-5498

colleen.kerrigan.wnc@gmail.com

Authenticity, Honesty, Integrity

Highlands Office 210 N. Fifth Strect

BENERAC

> 828-526-9325 «

Generators aren’t just a “thing” we do,
generators are all we do!

Storage Units Available
Secure 24-Hour Access
Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms

Call today to find out why we’re
“Highlands Premier Facility”

828-482-1045

Buck Creek Rd - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Road near the hospital

Look for our sign!

e Grading
 Excavating
* Driveways
* Build sites
* Hauling
* Septic Systems

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643
Officelfax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com

828-200-9217

Crane
Rentals

Available o

MEenDozZA TREE ExperT
Quality Tree Care & Removal |8+ years

estimates@mendozatree.com
mendozatreeservices.com

COUNSELING

CENTER
OF HIGHLANDS

Peggy Crosby Center » 348 South Fifth Street

828-482-7417

info{@counselingcenter.org + counseling-center.crg

We are nonprofit and provide counseling ona sliding scale fee so
everyone can receive the care they need regardiess of ability to pay.

Al Stoneham

Realtor-Broker
Luxury Home Specialist
Licensed in NC & GA

Cell: 828-332-9767
al.stonecham@allentate.com

ALLEN TATE REALTORS/PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP
HIGHLANDS/SCAINQUNTAIN/CASHIERS

360 MAIN STREET

ESTATE JEWELERS OF
HIGH luﬁl'l DS

ﬁhi}iqﬁhuni Only!
Call: 828-526-1960
Toxt: 770-855-0825 S
!llall -lnihlgillanlls@gmall.mm P

Kiln dried
FIREWOOD

Delivery or pickup

2460 Cashiers Road « Highlands 828-526-2395
highlandslawnandgarden.com
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* CLASSIFIEDS ®

HELP WANTED

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH located in the
heart of downtown Highlands is seeking a reliable and mo-
tivated Part-Time Facilities Manager to oversee the mainte-
nance and care of our historic property and grounds.

We are looking for someone that can:

* Coordinate and manage maintenance, repairs, and pre-
ventative upkeep

* Supervise vendors and contractors for larger projects

* Ensure the facility is safe and ready for all church activi-
ties and services

* Perform light, routine maintenance tasks as needed

Our ideal candidate would be someone who:

* Has experience in facilities management, building main-
tenance, or a related field

* Can work independently and manage time effectively

* Is located in or near Highlands

* |s eager to join and vibrant and faithful community

This is a flexible, part-time position perfect for a dedi-
cated individual looking to contribute meaningfully to a central
Highlands institution.A full job description can be found on our
website under ‘Employment’. For more information or submit

AUTOMOTIVE

SERVICE & REPAIR
< .

Cy, s

- at
“E5Tic . pORT

828-787-2360
2851 Cashiers Road, Highlands

We're proud to be a family-owned company with 43 years in the
business, and even prouder to now serve the Highlands community.
~ Bob Saladna, Owner|

Hereistwhatls

HighlandsfAlutombotive!
fs alll a@boui!

* Same-day service for most maintenance
and routine repairs.
* Top-tier diagnostic & programming tools
— just like the dealer.
* New tire, alignment & balancing
equipment for precision and speed.
* Same experienced technicians.

We service ALL domestic and foreign vehicles.

o=

Also serving customers in: remy
Atlanta, GA | Dallas, TX | Houston, TX {ﬂ.‘)

Come see the difference. S BT

a resume, please contact the Church Office at fpchchurchof-
fice@gmail.com. (st. 10/16)

FOR SALE

1989 LINCOLNTOWN CAR SIGNATURE SERIES
$11K. 88,000 miles. Outstanding condition, email 1989lincoln-

towncarhighlands@gmail.com or call (305) 396-108I. (st. Oct.

9)

WHAT AN OPPORTUNITY to purchase an Oliver

Walker Red Canopy king-size bed for the low price of $3,000.

We have it in Cashiers. Call 404-386-9060. (st. 10/2

11.62 ACRES, 7 MILES SOUTH OF HIGHLANDS.

$287,301. Owner financing. 200 mature blueberry plants. 3
springs. Email rickhavron@gmail.com. (st. 8/14)

LAND - 7.5 miles south of Highlands, 8.64 acres with
spring, by far the best view in the area at $200,000. 828-974-
1137.(8/1)

2005 PANOZ GTLM. CONVERTIBLE. — 67k miles.
Factory Flag/Press Car, Road & Track Article. Flown to 24
Hour@LeMans. $45K. | have it all. Call Sid at 478-731-8451 or
email, siddumas@gmail.com (st. 9/18)

-

TINY HOME LOTS FOR SALE. $55k-$85k ea. Each
lot comes with GREAT MOUNTAIN VIEWS, water, power,
and sewer run to each lot. www.TinyMountainEstates.com for
more info. (10/30/25)

FOR RENT

LONG TERM RENTAL —Top of Eagle Ridge. Flat yard.
4 bed/3 1/2 BA. Central HVAC, water/sewer. Cable TV. 4,000 ft.
elevation. Parking for 3 vehicles. Call 828-743-2655. (st. 10/9)

I BR/l BA APT - LEAF & HOLIDAY SEASON
RENTAL - located 6 miles from downtown Highlands off of
Hwy 106. Fully furnished $175 per night/ 3 night minimum -
Starlink internet. Call Pam 828.482.2554 (st. 8/21)

HIGHLANDS 1-2 SPACES — | large or 2 smaller
spaces for rent in popular Mill Creek Shopping Center next
door to Blue Bike Cafe. Each space is 800 sq/ft at $2,333/mo
OR both spaces at 1,600 sq/ft for $4400/mo. Inquires to Debi:
bock7@me.com or 404-323-9444. (st. 7/10)

4 BDM/3 BATH FOR RENT HIGHLANDS - Up-
dated farm home, located between Highlands & Cashiers off
Hwy 64.$3200/month, includes all utilities with high speed wifi.
Call Marcy 828-482-4239 (st. 7/10)

2BD/2BATH SINGLE WIDE $1,200 per month inter-
net included. First last security. Mark 828-200-0765. (st. 5/29)

SERVICES

PRIVATE CAREGIVNG SERVICES AVAILABLE.
References upon request. Call 828-564-6493. (st. 8/28)

PLATEAU PAINTERS - Interior and exterior painting,
pressure washing, decks, and sanding and staining wood floors.
Division of Chatlos Construction. Fully insured. Free estimates.
Call Mike at 828-200-4071. (6/26)

JUNK REMOVAL SERVICE — We take anything. Call
828-200-0492 (7/31)

DUMP RUNS. Competitive Pricing. Call for details. 828-
421-2655. (4/30)

HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS HANDYMAN - Chatlos
Construction — Remodels, Additions, Framing, Siding, Roofing,
Decks, Painting. References. Insured. 828-200-407 |. (4/30)

NEED FURNITURE MOVED OR ANYTHING
HAULED AWAY? Call or text James of Going Gone at 828-
421-2655. (7/31)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/KEVIN VINSON:
scanning photos, slides & negatives to CD or DVD for easier
viewing.Video transfer to DVD. Everything done in house.Leave
message at 828-526-5208.

OLD NOW HIRING
EDWARDS  ‘offcerates

HOSPITALITY GROUP

¢ EXPERIENCED HOTEL/RESORT Sales Manager

¢ EXPERIENCED HOTEL/RESORT Catering & Events
Manager

¢ Sales Office Manager

e Sales Associate
Apply at www.oldedwardshospitality.com/careers

Email careers@oldedwardsinn.com
Phone: 828-787-2631

Classifieds:
$10 for first 10 words; 30 cents for each addition-
al word; $5 for graphic; $2 for color highlight
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e HicHLANDS AREA EVENTS @

POOL SCHEDULE

* Lap Swim: Mon.-Fri. 6éam-
9:45am, and Saturday |0am-I|Ipm
- 6 lanes. Water Aerobics: 18 y+
Mon.-Fri. 10-1lam with Karen
Chambers. Adult Swim: 18y+ Mon.-
Thurs. | 1am-3:30pm, Friday | lam-
1:30pm. Public Swim: Mon. thru
Thurs.. 3:30-7pm, Saturday | lam-
6pm and Sunday |-6pm

PICKLE BALL

* At the Recreation Dept. ev-
ery Monday - Friday 10am-Ipm
indoors for the winter (notice the
days and time has changed),

MOUNTAIN FINDINGS

* Open: 10 am - | pm. Spruce
Street. www.mountainfindings.org

PACWEEKEND MOVIE

* At PAC, Downton Abbey:
The Grand Finale. Thurs., Nov. 13,
2p; Fri., Nov. 14, 2p; Sat., Nov. |5,
530p; Sun., Nov. 16,2p & 5:30p with
captions. Mon., Nov. 17,2p & 5:30p.
Tickets are $12.

SATURDAY MARKET

* Farmers Market in KH
Founders Park on Pine Street from
8a-12:30p rain or shine.

ALLWEEK

* Scaly Mountain/ Highlands/
Cashiers  Alcoholics  Anonymous
“Open Meetings” are for anyone

who thinks they may have a drinking
problem or for anyone interested in
the A.A. recovery program. Open
meetings are held at Scaly Mountain
@ Grace Chapel, 9915 Dillard Rd.,
Scaly Mountain and Highlands @ the
Ist Presbyterian Church, 471 Main
St., on Monday at 5:30 p.m. and on
Wednesday & Fridays @ 12 noon.
Open in person meetings are held
in Cashiers @ the Albert Carlton
Cashiers Community Library, 249
Frank Allen Rd. on Sunday at 5 pm,
on Tuesday @ 7pm, on Friday at
5:00 pm and on Saturday at 9:00
am. For more information please
visit our website www.aawnc80.org
or to speak with a member of AA.
24/7 call our HELP Line 828 349-
4357Mon.Thurs.

* At First Presbyterian Church,
ArtSpace is open from 9 a.m.to 4:30
p-m. The next exhibit will start in
mid-August. For information contact
fpchkelley@gmail.com

Mon-Wed-Fri

* Aerobics with Tina Rogers
8-9am at the Rec Park.

* Balance, Stretch & Strengthen
Class at the Rec Park 8:30-9:30am.
The cost for the class is $30 a
month and is led by Cathy Hodgson.
Call the Recreation Department at

THE
FIREWOOD COMPANY

Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn!
Highlands . Cashiers . Clayton .Atlanta

828.200.3050

bobhenritze @gmail.com « www.firewoodcompany.net

828-526-3556 for more information.

Mon., Tues., Thurs.

* The Food Pantry behind the
Methodist Church on Spring Street is
open from 10a-6p.

* Exercise Class with Michelle
Lane at the Rec Park at 5:30.A combo
class with different types of exercise.
828-526-3556

Mondays

* At the Literacy Council, Free
Online Weekly Classes. 6:30 - 7:30p.
Online via Zoom. For the link, visit
http://theliteracyandlearningcenter.
orglesl

Second Mondays

* The local chapter of PEO, an
off-campus sorority founded in the
1800s that provides grants and loans
to women with financial need who
want to return to school or further
their education meets at 10 a.m. For
more info call president Paula Mc-
Donald at 706-372-3004

2nd Tuesdays

* Highlands Writers Group
meets on alternate Tuesday after-
noons at 3pm. Writers still uncom-
fortable with in-person gatherings
may participate via Zoom meetings
For more info contact Bud Katz at
either 828-526-3190 or at budan-
dlynn@me.com

Tuesdays

* Strength Training at the Rec
Park 8:15-9:15 am.

* At Wayfarers Chapel, Work-
shop for Writers — Tuesdays from
5-6:30 PM.

Wednesdays thru Sept.

* Farmers Market every
Wednesday May-Sept. at the Cowee
School Arts & Heritage building in
Franklin at 51 Cowee School Dr.

2nd Wednesdays

* Hudson Library, in partnership
with VAYA Health, is hosting an edu-
cational series on adult mental health
topics, at | | AM..To register; stop by
the library or cll 828-526-3031.

2nd & 4th Wed.

* Digital Navigators will be at
the Hudson Library the second and
fourth Wednesdays IPM - 3PM of
each month to help patrons with
their tech needs. Bring a smartphone,
laptop, or other digital device to re-
ceive free assistance and support. No
appts are required - all are welcome.

Thursdays

* Kickboxing 8:15-9:15a. at the
Rec Park. No martial arts background
necessary Contact the Recreation
Department at 828-526-3556 for
more info.

* At First Presbyterian Church
a free concert “Music for Prayer” at

noon. These casual concerts are al-
most entirely improvised and last
30-45 minutes. This offering is called
Music For Prayer.

* At Hudson Library, special
children’s events will be on tap on
Thursday afternoons at 3:30 Kids
Zone programs.

Fridays

* At Hudson Library, Friday af-
ternoons at 2 PM, there’s a variety of
children’s programs including board
games, STEM programs, and crafts.

3rd Saturdays

* The American Legion Post
370 meets at the First Methodist
Church at 315 Main St.in their com-
munity room/909 chapel. We serve
breakfast at 9a and hold our month-
ly meeting at 10a.We invite ALL vet-
erans to attend. Email ncpost370@
gmail.com or just join us at 9am.

Sundays

* At Wayfarers Chapel, Sunday
Service: 10a Sunday Mornings. Stick
around for visitation and coffee hour
immediately after service. (Coffee
hour is replaced by potluck dinner
the Ist Sunday of each month).

Fri. & Sat.,Oct. 17-18

* In Brevard, Pumpkin Fest at
Silvermont Park. Family friendly Hal-
loween 6-9p. Lighted pumpkin trail,
games, storytelling, scavenger hunt,
face painting, food trucks.. Mansion
open with guided tours. Proceeds
benefit Silvermont Mansion and
Park.Ages 13+ $7;Ages 3-12, $5; un-
der 3, free. Onsite parking $5. Free
parking a block away.

Fri.,Oct 17

* At Hudson Library, Commu-
nity Coffee with the Mayor at |1
a.m.Meeting Room for Community
Coffee with the Mayor in the meet-
ing room. Mayor Taylor will be dis-
cussing “Major Construction Proj-
ects in Highlands”

* At Highlands Mercantile on
Main, Exclusive OBAGI Medical
Event 10a to 3p. Call to reserve
your appt. 828-482-0818.

* At Mountain Findings, an ex-
clusive after-hours shopping and
social event from 5-7 p.m. Enjoy
refreshments and an exclusive 20%
discount on the entire inventory.
(Doesn’t include sterling silver, items
on sale or those priced at $1.

Sat. & Sun., Oct. 18-19

* Art Leagues Annual Fall Col-
ors Fine Art Show at the Civic Cen-
ter at the Highlands Rec Park. 10a
to 5p. Free admission.

Sat.,Oct. 18

* Public Open House noon to
3p at 85 Fallen Leaf Lane, Highlands.
Enter a drawing for a $100 gift card
to Madison’s Restaurant.

* Oyster Roast at Highlander
Mountain House 3-5p. Oysters from
Pelican Oyster Company. $50 ticket
includes all you can shuck oysters,
your first beer from Munkle Brew-
ing, and live bluegrass on the porch
from Flat Bridge String Band.

Mon., Oct. 20

* Community Watch Party for
Oksana Shchelgachova’s Food Net-
work Halloween baking contest at
PAC on Chestnut Street. Doors
open at 8:15. Admission is free.

Fri., Oct. 24

* In Brevard, Pumpkin Fest at
Silvermont Park. Family friendly Hal-
loween 6-9p. Lighted pumpkin trail,
games, storytelling, scavenger hunt,
face painting, food trucks. Mansion
open with guided tours. Proceeds
benefit Silvermont Mansion and
Park.Ages |3+ $7;Ages 3-12,$5;un-
der 3, free. Onsite parking $5. Free
parking a block away.

Sat., Oct. 25

* Drug Take Back Day at HC
Hospital. 10a to noon. All unused
or expired medications accepted.
No needles, syringes, lancets or
liquids.

* Highlands School Fall Festi-
val, 5-8 p.m. at the school, 545 Pier-
son Drive.. Carnival games, bounce
house, raffles, silent auction, haunt-
ed house, hay ride, cake walk, face
painting, food & more.

* In Brevard, Pumpkin Fest at
Silvermont Park. Family friendly
Halloween 5-9p. Lighted pumpkin
trail, games, storytelling, scavenger
hunt, face painting. Mansion open
with guided tours. Procees benefit
Silvermont Mansion and Park. Ages
13+ $7;Ages 3-12, $5; under 3, free.
Onsite parking $5. Free parking a
block away.

Fri.,Oct. 31

* Halloween on Main. Main
Street transforms into a spooktacu-
lar Halloween destination where
trick-or-treaters can enjoy a night of
safe and festive fun. For more info,
go to highlandschamber.org or call
828-526-2112.

Fri., Nov. 14

* Barrett Family Wine Dinner
at ...on the Verandah at 6 p.m. $250
per person. Reservations required.
Call 828-526-2338 or book online
at www.ontheverandah.com.



SILVER EAGLE

Native American Jewelry
Crystal & Gem Gallery
=t

X
349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

y

Darlene Conley
Mountain Luzury

Your Dream. Your Journey. YOURE
HOME!

Dedicated to finding the home you ve
always wanted.
Cell: 404-427-2448
darlene.conley@allentate.com

ALLEN TATE REALTORS/
PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP

[IP e, &Y

Hardware
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Highlander
Mountain
House

- &

1 The Ruffed
Grouse
Tavern

highlandermountainhouse.com

M ‘& LUXURY COLLECTION"
e I c e r Of the 55,000+ BHHS agents across the globe,
’ Fayeranksinthe TOP2% andisa

REALTORS Luxury Collection Specialist.

1
i L —

T 4 == ﬂ
‘Country Club Properties|| . . FAYE WURM
Your local homet_own HIghBﬂdS PrOperJ[leS 828.200.1345 = E
Real Estate professionals. 450 N. 4th St. Highlands, NC faye@bhhsmmr.com

3 Offices 828-526-2520 2334 CashiersRd, Highlands [

828-526-5522

https://fayewurm.meadowsmtnrealty.com/

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com www.highlandsproperties.com

Team RickSteve
“The Power of 37

Trusted advisors
providing impeccable
personalized service

CHESTNUT ST

LAUREL ST.
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We are home.'
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Charming
Mountain
Retreat
Near Downtown
Highlands

i,

42 Hemlock Ridge

4 BR 4 BTH
2 fireplaces
2 screened-in
porches
Gated community
Sold furnished

Offered for
$2,100,000

Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742
AndreaGabbard@
gmail.com

Highlands

Sotheby’s

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

Luxury Listings

Sotheby’s

INTERMATIONAL REALTY

CHRISTIE’S

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE

114 N. 4th Street * Highlands, NC

Local Expertise, Global Connections.

Vot L

Cell: 828-787-1895

Sheryl Wilson

office: 828.526.8300 © cell: 828.337.0706
sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com * highlandssir.com

Licensed in NC and GA

John Sheehan
(404) 790-9716

Highlands Office | 210 N. 5th Street
Ll

pamela.nellis@yahoo.com

HIGHLANDS
CASHIERS




T) HOWARD @ LANI) MARK ,
@ HANNA MORE THAN 33 YEARS OF EAL ESTATE SALES & VACATION RENTALS /|
ey enmreresenr - EXEMPLARY SERVICE ON THE PLATEAU

Our clientsrate us 5 out of 5 A #4544 (5=

VOTED AMERICA’S BEST AMERICAS BEST

| HIGHLAND

Cell: 828-736-1198
Office: 828-526-4663
ann®@landmarkrg.com

JULIE OSBORN
& PAT ALLEN

828.200.6165 | 828.200.9179
julie.osborn@allentate.com
pat.allen@allentate.com

nEAL ESTATE
/1177 COMPANIES
ot THE WORLD*®

HOWARD LUXURY
HANNA 'pdA%p ‘ LD PORTFOLIO

INTERNATIONAL

-

=~ DAVID
) BOCK

=@
‘*‘B BUILDERS

ckBuilders.com 828-526-2240

People ... are
the investments
that matter

most

CHRISTIE'S

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE
— HIGHLANDS CASHIERS ——

Deborah “Bee” Gleeson
404.307.1415
BeeGlee4@Gmail.com
and
Pat Gleeson
828.782.0472
PatrickGleeson4@Gmail.com

HighlandsCashiersCIRE.com
210 North Fifth Street,
Highlands, NC 28731

=

: Jody Lovell
Why call Jody?

Ranked the #| Broker in North Carolina

-?a for over a decade and for good reason!

Whether you're buying or selling, she
bnngs unparalleled market expertise,
| top-tier negotiation skills and a
" commitment to delivering exceptional
| results. Your dream home or top-dollar
- saleis just one call away-you deserve
~ the best! With over $1 Billion in sales.
f#— you can be the next beneficiary of this
| track record.
Call her personally at 828.226.6303.

. #1 Broker
| IN NORTH CAROLINA

| $1 Billion +

TOTAL CAREER SALES VOLUME

Top 100

s SOTHEBY'S INTERNATIONAL REALTY AGENT
WORLDWIDE

Highlands = Sotheby’s

Frice | 225 main sreer [l

AMN CGEIF'ER

BEOKER- -CHARI

BERKSHIRE

MEADOWS MOUNTAIN

HATHAWAY | REALTY

HOMESERVICES

If youwant an
award-winningreal
estate experience,
choose an

award- wmnlng
agent. /

MITZI RAUERS

Broker / Luxury Collection
Specialist

(404) 218-9123
mitzi@bhhsmmr.com

*Based on 2023 sales data. Out of a global network
of 65,000+ BHHS agents

Restaurant

o)

828-526-2338

Open
7 nights
5:30-9p

..on the Verandah

-~/ on Lake Sequoyah

42 Years of Fine Dining

www.ontheverandah.com

M“CULL

LY’S
CASHMERE

Scotland’s Best Knitwear

Open 7 days a week

526-4407
242 S. 4th St.




