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Chief explains how to curtail solicitation

By Kim Lewicki

The solicitation ordinance
has been amended, and though
it will help the Highlands Police
Department enforce infractions
concerning solicitation, it won’t
solve the problem entirely.

BOE recalls
recent cell
phone policy

By Kristin Fox

A month after the Macon
County Board of Education vot-
ed to adopt a stricter cell phone
policy banning all personal elec-
tronic wireless communication
devices from “bell to bell” or
from the beginning of the school
day to the end of the school day,
school officials voted to recall
the policy.

At their October regular
meeting, the school board voted
3-2 to allow students to use cell
phones and other wireless com-
munication devices during lunch
and breaks between class. School
board members Stephanie Ia-
seter and Diedre Breeden voted
against the policy change.

“I am still in favor of our
current policy, because I heard
from two parents who wished
that we would reverse our deci-
sion, but I heard from around 33
patrents who said they were fully
supportive and thanked us for

* See CELL PHONE page 14
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For years, business owners,
residents and visitors have com-
plained to the town administra-
tion, the Town Board, and the
Chamber of Commerce about
aggressive sales techniques by two
businesses on Main Street.

Business owners claim aggres-
sive solicitation of pedestrians by
the businesses has cost them sales
because potential customers cross
the street to avoid being solicited.

With the amended ordinance,

* See SOLICITATION page 19
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Incumbents seize the day;
Tate takes Stiehler’s seat

By Kim Lewicki

In Highlands, incumbents
Mayor Pat Taylor, and Commis-
sioners Eric Pierson and Amy Pat-
terson retained their seats. They
will serve for another four years.
Jim Tate won Commissioner Brian
Stichler’s unexpired seat and will
serve the remaining two years.

Interestingly, in Highlands,
this election saw a record number
of write-ins for all seats.

There were 46 write-ins for
the mayoral seat; 81 for Commis-
sioner Pierson’s and Patterson’s
seats, and 5 for Jim Tate’s seat.

Known write-ins were Steph-
anie Molyneux for mayor and
Donnie Calloway and Jan Pittman
for commissioners. Those are the

only names made public the week
prior to the election; there could
have been others.

Though  those  numbers
weren’t enough to turn the tide,
they indicate that voters aren’t
completely happy with the status
quo in Highlands.

Mayor Taylor got 265 votes;
Commissioner Pierson got 235;
Commissioner Patterson got 230
and Tate got 293.

The Town of Franklin has
a new mayor in Stacey Guffey —
he got 333 votes versus Matthew
Holland who got 228 votes. There
were 3 write-ins.

The three commissioners are
now Jeff Berry with 313 votes;

* See INCUMBENTS page 10
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Regulators give Mission
Hospital until Nov. 9 to
propose remedies

By Jane Winik Sartwell
Carolina Public Press

Federal regulators have of-
ficially placed Asheville’s Mission
Hospital in Immediate Jeopardy
for the second straight year. The
hospital now has 18 days to make
things right, or else lose its Med-
icaid certification and the critical
funding that comes along with it.

Preventable patient death,
unsafe patient transport, patient
misidentification and harmful in-
fection protocol — instances of
all four were found at Mission in
recent months.

In response, the NC Depart-
ment of Health and Human Ser-
vices recommended the hospital
face Immediate Jeopardy, the most
serious citation regulators can de-
liver.

The federal Centers for Medi-
care and Medicaid Services in At-
lanta, or CMS, agreed. Mission,
then, is officially in violation of
the conditions of participation in
Medicaid.

By Now. 9, Mission must out-
line and enact a plan to stop and
prevent harm to patients.

If CMS approves Mission’s
removal plan, and verifies the
plan’s enactment, this could all be
over without much consequence
for the hospital. That’s what hap-
pened last year, even after DHHS
identified four instances of pre-
ventable patient death.

If CMS does not approve
Mission’s plan, it would be disas-
trous for the hospital. Mission
would lose Medicate and Medicaid
funding, face fines and potentially
lose its state license to operate.

Mission CEO Greg Lowe
claimed that widespread misinfor-
mation and outside pressure were
key factors in the disastrous ruling.

Lowe emailed hospital staff
in the wake of the CMS citation,
so that his employees could hear
directly from him, “given the large
amount of misinformation that
has been circulating online and in

* See MISSION page 10
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The largest selection of
Scottish cashmere in the U.S.A.
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I will keep on keeping on

for the opportunity to serve

asMayor of Highlands for
another four years. When I was
first elected back in 2013, T never
thought I would serve 12 years, let
alone 16 years in office. On that
long-ago election night, I was just
hoping I could lead the town ef-
fectively for just four years. Strange
how things work out.

While in office, I have al-
ways tried to keep Highlanders
informed about their government
operations, town activities, and local issues.
Of course, I have my own viewpoints and bi-
ases in my communication efforts, but I strive
to keep to the facts and basic information. My
communication efforts center around four
methods.

I usually write the pieces on either Sun-
day or Monday so I can meet the newspaper’s
deadline of Tuesday evening. I now use Mi-
crosoft Word and compose a draft on my
iPad.

After reading it several times, I use the
Microsoft editor function to make correc-
tions. The editor function always gives me an

Iwould like to thank everyone

»!"
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Patrick Taylor

' editor score. If the score is not over
o 90% I go back and make improve-
* " ments. It works like a teacher grad-
S ing a student’s essay. After I reach
the 90% threshold, an A, I send the
article to my paid editor for added
review. The editor, Matthew Eb-
erz, sends his revised draft, which
I review carefully. Matthew makes
stylistic changes but does not make
content changes, as he says, “This
is the Mayor’s voice, they want to
hear your voice, not mine.” Some-
times he will ask me questions about
whether what I am saying will be clear to the
reader, and we work on the language to make it
more so. Finally, I sent the piece to the newspa-
pers for publication. Sometimes, the newspaper
editor reads the article before publishing and
may provide additional feedback; I am always
appreciative of another point of view.

I know the question some may have is
whether I use Al, such as ChatGPT, to com-
pose the articles. The answer is absolutely not.
I have it on my iPhone and would never use
it for this; these messages I write must be my
writings, my thoughts, and my voice.

The second method I use is recording
the Ask the Mayor radio program on WHLC.
These recordings are conducted with Steve Day
on either Thursday or Friday mornings. I enjoy
working with Steve. When I fumble and bum-
ble a section of the program, we do it again.
After the recording session, Steve edits out the
mistakes and puts together the final recording,
which Steve then broadcasts on Sunday morn-
ing, Sometimes we have to return to the stu-
dio and re-record or cut a section because new
information about a town issue has emerged
after the initial recording session, and I need
to be accurate in my reporting, regardless of
whether it takes multiple recording sessions.

The third method of communication I
use is the Community Coffee with the Mayor,
which takes place on Friday at the Hudson Li-
brary after Thursday’s town board meeting, I
hold the coffees during the season from around
March to October. Kasey Klodosky of the
Hudson Library coordinates the event and se-
cures sponsors for each session. I usually have
a topic and presentation followed by questions
from the audience. I enjoy the questions and

N

e OBITUARY ®

Marcia Wilson Chastain

Marcia Wilson Chastain,
72, of Highlands, NC, passed
away on Sunday, November
2, 2025, at the Eckerd Living
Center with her family by her
side.

She was born on February
28, 1953, in Macon County
to the late William Sampson
Wilson and Annie Belle Lamb
Wilson. She was martied to

Chastain; great-grandchildren,
Taylor Chastain and Cayson
Chastain; one brother, Gary
Wilson and wife Lorretta; and
several nieces, nephews, and
cousins also survive.

In addition to her parents,
she was preceded in death by
her brother and sisters, Edward
Wilson, Williene Robinson,
Wilma Fendley, Rose Burkett,

her loving husband, Den
Chastain, for 54 years.

Marcia was a devoted member of Clear
Creek Baptist Church, where she enjoyed
singing in the choir. She dedicated 38 years
of her career to Schmitt Construction as an
accountant. Known for her wonderful sense
of humor, she loved watching The Golden
Gitls and found her greatest joy in caring for
her beloved grandchildren, who affection-
ately called her “BeBe.”

In addition to her husband, Den Chas-
tain, she is survived by two sons, Zeke Chas-
tain and wife Emily, and Waylon Chastain
and wife Nicole; grandchildren, Will Chas-
tain and wife Kadence, Alicia Chastain,
Motgan Chastain, Oliver Chastain, and Zoe

and Leigh Anne Wilson.

Funeral services will be held on Thurs-
day, November 6, 2025, at 2 p.m. at Clear
Creck Baptist Church with Rev. Mike
Wilson officiating. The family will receive
friends prior to the service from noon p.m.
to 2 p.m. at the church. Interment will fol-
low in the Clear Creek Community Cem-
etery. Pallbearers will be Will Chastain, Tim
Burkett, Curt Lane, Allen Fendley, Samp-
son Wilson, and Craig McCall.

Hunter Funeral Home is honored to
serve the family of Marcia Chastain. Con-
dolences may be shared at wwwhunter-
funeralhomega.com or may contact us at
(706) 782-4243 for any further questions.
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dialogue.

The fourth method of communication is
my videos. For the past four years, I have also
authored the AskMayorPat.com website. This

* See MAYOR page 8
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Highlands Real Estate: Finding Balance in 2025

ell, folks, it’s time for our an-
nual peek behind the curtain of
Highlands real estate, and I've

got some fascinating numbers to share over
our metaphorical cup of coffee this morn-
ing, Spoiler alert: our little mountain para-
dise continues to prove it’s not just a pretty
face—it’s a savvy investment too.
The Numbers Tell a Story

Year-to-date through early Novem-
ber, there have been 311 closed residential
transactions in the Highlands proper, gener-
ating approximately $480.5 million in sales
volume. Now, you might notice that’s down
from last year’s 411 transactions and $687.8
million, and before you panic, let me explain
why this is actually petfectly normal—and
even healthy.

Remember the post-pandemic frenzy
when everyone and their cousin suddenly
realized they could work from anywhere?
That created an unsustainable buying surge.
What we’re seeing now is a more balanced
market where buyers can actually take a
breath, tour properties without bidding
wars erupting, and make thoughtful deci-
sions. Trust me, as someone who’s been do-
ing this for years, this is the sweet spot.
The Luxury Market Remains Resilient

Here’s where things get interesting,
While overall transaction volume has mod-
erated by about 24%, our luxury segment

has shown notable stay-
ing power. There have
been 40 closed sales over
$2 million so far this year,
compared to 58 last year
— a proportional decline
that tracks with the over-
all market slowdown. The
$1-2 million range has
seen 64 combined sales
this year versus 78 last
year, following a similar
pattern.

But lets talk about
the ultra-luxury market *
— properties over $3.5
million — because this is
where Highlands truly dis-
tinguishes itself. Through
early November 2025, there have been 11
closed sales in this rarefied tier compared to
21 during the same period last year. While
that might sound like a significant drop,
here’s the fascinating part: there are cur-
rently 36 active listings over $3.5 million, 4
properties under contract, and 4 in pending
status. That’s 44 properties in the pipeline at
$3.5 million and above — nearly double what
we saw actively listed at any point last year.

What does this tell us? The ultra-wealthy
are positioning themselves for Highlands’
next chapter. These aren’t impulse purchas-

& Open dai.ly_
7:30a to 7:30p
, NC « (828) 526-3775

Tricia Cox, Broker-in-Charge
Berkshire Hathway HomeServices
Meadows Mountain Realty
828-526-1717 | tricia@bhhsmmr.com

es — these are catefully
considered  investments
in luxury properties,
many with average days
on market well under 100
days for the properties
that sold. When the right
property at the right price
comes along, serious buy-
ers are still making deci-
sive moves.

Despite the overall
average sale price dipping
from approximately $1.68
million in 2024 to $1.56
million in 2025, we’re still
talking about sales aver-
aging well over $1.5 mil-
lion. When you look at
the 3+ bedroom market where most of our
premier properties live, we’re seeing aver-
age prices of $1.34 million for 3-bedroom
homes and $2.66 million for 4+ bedroom
properties. The message is clear: serious
buyers with substantial resources continue
to choose Highlands, even in a more mea-
sured market environment.

Inventory: A Healthy Balance Emerges

Now here’s the really juicy part. As of
early November, we have 166 active resi-
dential listings in Highlands proper, with an
average list price of $2.47 million. Read that
again. The average home for sale in High-
lands commands nearly $2.5 million. That’s
not just any mountain town, my friends.

With 20 properties currently under
contract and another 20 in pending status,
the gears are still turning smoothly. The
combined 40 properties working their way
to closing carry an impressive average price
of $2.41 million. Properties are spending an
average of 100 days on market for active list-
ings — a far cry from the feeding frenzy days,
but hardly sluggish. In fact, 42 homes sold
within 30 days this year, proving that quality
properties priced right still move quickly.

Why the Smart Money Stays in High-
lands

What we’re witnessing is market matu-
ration, not market decline. The velocity has
slowed, but the value proposition has only
strengthened. Think about it: in a “slower”
market, were still generating nearly half
a billion dollars in residential sales volume
while maintaining average sale prices well
over $1.5 million.

But here’s what hasn’t changed one
bit: Highlands remains fundamentally
supply-constrained. We’re surrounded
by national forest, perched on a plateau
with limited buildable land, and protected
by thoughtful development restrictions.
You can’t just conjure up more Highlands
properties—and that’s precisely what
makes this market so resilient.

The land market reinforces this story
beautifully. There are only 55 active lots
and land parcels within Highlands, with
an average price exceeding $616,000. Yes,
you read that correctly—the average lot in
Highlands is over $600K. That’s not a bar-
rier; it’s a moat protecting property values
for existing homeowners.

The Investment Case

Let me be crystal clear: any market
that can generate neatly half a billion dol-
lars in residential sales volume over ten
months while maintaining average sale
prices approaching $1.6 million — in a
“cooling” environment — is not struggling,
It’s thriving in a more sustainable, sensible
way.

The wealthy aren’t buying Highlands’
properties on a whim. They’re making cal-
culated decisions based on limited supply,
incomparable beauty, sophisticated ameni-
ties, and a lifestyle that seamlessly blends
small-town charm with world-class every-
thing.

Final Thoughts

So should you invest in Highlands? If
you’re looking for a place where your mon-
ey buys not just real estate but entry into
one of America’s most exclusive mountain
communities — where properties maintain
their value even as the market finds its
footing — then yes, absolutely.

The market has matured from frenzy
to balance, and that’s exactly when smart
investors make their moves. While we
have more inventory available now than
during the peak buying frenzy, the fun-
damentals that make Highlands special
— limited buildable land, natural beauty,
and a sophisticated community — remain
unchanged.

See you on Main Street!

* Tricia Cox is Broker in Charge of the
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Meadows
Mountain Realty office in Cashiers. 828-526-
1717 or tricia@bbhsmmr.com
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HIGHLAHNDS BURRITO

Highlands' Favorite Spot for Fast, Fresh Mexican
& the Best Margaritas in Town
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CATERING

DINE IN OR TAKE IT TO GO
226 South 4th Street, Highlands, NC
HighlandsBurrito.com

Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p ¢ Sun. 11ato 7p

Closed Tuesdays

828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

...on the Verandah
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah
42 Years of Fine Dining
3 OPEN
7 nights
5:30-9p

828-526-2338
9US 64w » Highlands

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern

at Highlander Mountain House
_ Open for
LUNCH
Wednesday-Saturday
11:30-3p
Open for
DINNER
Wednesday-Saturday
5:30-9p
- Open for
Bl SUNDAY BRUNCH
with Blue Grass music
10a-3p

290 Main Street * Highlands ¢ 828-526-2590
highlandermountainhouse.com

AHIGHLANDER

MOUNTAIN HOUSE HOTEL

Now serving wine,
beer & coffee!
Open to the public!

Wine/Beer Bar:
Thurs-Sat 5-10p

828-526-4035

| WILD THYME GOU RMET |
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Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round

Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. * Highlands

Open 7 Days
for Lunch & Dinner
Lunch: 11a-3:30p

Dinner:
5:30p - closed

x’ usty S
Thanksgwmg 2025
Senues. 6-8
818
* Gneen Gean » Tunkey Grauy 85 gt
cassennle * Yukon Potatoes $§3 €2,

* Squash cossenofe

+ Homemade noffs $8 doz.

* Sweet potate cassenafe o Mitty's chanBenny sauce

¢ Brocooli cazsenofe

* Holfiday dressing
* Conn Cassenole

+ Homemade
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* Roasted falllimited supply. Shop earlp!l! ! F
,-)Bngahm: Open Tuesday - Saturday

IE SR =Y Closed Thanksgiving Day -é
ST o Dillard Road  #28-53é-376% bt
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gourmet food market
Call (828) 305-7509 to place a pick-up order.

Www.theverandah.com
The Secret Garden
Open Year-Round
Mon.-Fri.. | [:30a to 4p
Catering and Custom Charcuterle
_.Courtyard and Indoo , atlng,'l"'

Sandwich shop and
Sat., noon-7
e e
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LAKESIDE

RESTAURANT

0 penc
Outdoor Dining / Dine-In Ar

531 Smallwood Ave | 828-526-9419 | Highlands
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Ice Cream Popsicle
Flavors! Flavors!

Summit Sweet Ice Cream $ho
In Wright Square ¢ 73 Main Street

Open 7 days a week 1 1a to 8p.
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HIGHLANDS
NORTH CAROLINA

MEXICAN RESTAURANT
& TEQUILA BAR

72 Highlands Plaza * Highlands * 828-482-2974
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Is Peggy Noonan right? Is our Republic in jeopardy?

Dear Editor,

Donald Trump has exerted power as no previous Presi-
dent has in our history. His actions raise a chilling question.
Is Peggy Noonan right as she recently wrote in the Wall St.
Journal that our Republic is in jeopardy because of the ac-
tions of our President?

I certainly give him credit for getting the border un-
der control as well as brokering the first peace deal in the
Middle East that has a chance of ending the conflict. Time
will tell on both of those issues. However, his destruction of
key democratic institutions, his disdain for judicial indepen-
dence and legislative authority have substantially interfered
with the checks and balances that were put in place by our
founders. Like Peggy Noonan, I believe our Republic is in
danger. Please read the following and decide for yourself if
I am right.

1. The military is being deployed to cities in blue states
to deal with crime even though statistics show that crime is
dropping. Why not restore the massive cuts to public safety
programs in the “Big Beautiful Bill” to allow cities to hire
more police who unlike our military are trained for com-
munity policing,

2. The military is extrajudicially killing Venezuelans for
alleged drug smuggling without providing evidence. This
particular strategy will not solve America’s drug problem.
Why not use that money for treatment programs.

3. Our President is now entertaining strikes on Ven-
ezuela’s mainland without consulting Congress. At the same
time, he has approved a $40 billion bailout for Argentina’s
economy while millions of Americans will either lose their
health insurance or see their premiums increase dramatical.

4. US. citizens and legal immigrants are being arrested

and detained because of the color of their skin. Are we
going back to the racist times in our history?

5. The Justice Department is spending millions of tax
payer dollars prosecuting President Trump’s political foes,
an unprecedented revenge campaign. Many experienced
prosecutors have resigned over these frivolous and costly
law suits.

6. Our President’s Sec. of War is banning books at
military academies and requiring the press to only report
what he decides should be in the public domain. His Sec.
of Health is denying decades of medical research, putting
our lives at risk.

7. Our President said he would have the final say on
whether the Justice Department pays him $230 million for
damages related to charges that he tried to overturn the
2020 election and his efforts to retain presidential records
after leaving office. The evidence was overwhelming that
he committed both crimes. This is while thousands of
Americans are losing their jobs because of AL

8. Our President posted an Al-generated video of
himself dumping feces onto protesters in American cit-
ies. That is just one example of his juvenile and tasteless
behavior.

9. Our President has suggested the U.S. cities should
be “training grounds” for the military. I am absolutely cer-
tain that if that happened it would be in blue not red cities.

Each of these might have constituted weeks-long
scandals for past administrations. But now? They are bare-
ly blips on the news reporting, All of this in his first nine
months in office. What is next?

Linda B. Arnold
Highlands

No Kings participants aren’t ‘shadowed anarchists’

Dear Editor,

Like Mrs. Catlin in her “Big Girl Pants” letter-to-the-
editor in the Oct. 30 edition of Highlands Newspaper, I was
reared in a houschold that inculcated the virtues of civility
and patriotism. My father, a career soldier in the US Army,
instilled in me an autonomic response to address everyone
as “Sir” or “Ma’am,” regardless of their age or their social
status.

That’s why I would like to apologize to Mrs. Catlin if
my participation in the No Kings protest offended her. My
stance and my handmade sign were not directed at her or
anyone on the Plateau.

In fact, though I walked through the counter-protest in
front of Appalachian Harvest on Main Street several times,
I assiduously avoided making any comments about its as-
sertions or proclamations (with the exception of the young
man in its midst holding a flag — I praised him for participat-
ing in our Democracy).

A couple of months ago, I responded to a letter-to-the-
editor from Mrs. Catlin’s husband in which he castigated the
participants in a previous No Kings Rally. I implored Mr.
Catlin to tone down the rhetoric and the vitriol directed at
his neighbors.

Though such take-no-prisoners gamesmanship seems
to dominate the nation’s political landscape, it needn’t be ap-

plied here in Highlands or Cashiers.

For instance, the late Walter Taylor was the fifth per-
son I met when my wife and newborn son and I arrived
in Highlands.

Though we were decades apart in age and miles apart
in political viewpoints, Walter and I were fast friends. He
readily shared stories of the past (both uproarious and
tragic). He also listened patiently as I outlined a young
man’s vision of the future.

When we talked politics, as friends will do, it was al-
ways with a bit of humor and a large dollop of respect. We
nevet, evet, questioned the patriotism or basic decency of
the other, and it was always — politics is “Out There,” while
we were “Here.”

I'd like to believe the spirit of collegiality still animates
life in Highlands.

Mrs. Catlin, I'd ask you to consider that among the
men and women of the Highlands Police Department,
there may be a couple of officers who disagree with your
side’s celebration of the cop-beating Jan. 6th rioters. That
woman who rings up your groceries may have fundamental
differences with you about the efficacy of the Affordable
Care Act. The server at your favorite restaurant, who’s do-
ing everything in his or her power to ensure that your meal

* See LETTERS page |1
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..MJAYOR continued from page 2

is not an official town website; it is my person-
al website. I have funded the production costs
out of my own pocket for every one of my
videos that appear on the site. Matthew Eberz,
owner of Heritage Productions, serves as both
the videographer and editor of the videos. On
many occasions, we try to do the videos at var-
ious town locations. Over the past four years,
we have created and posted over 400 short

video updates. I am committed to keeping the
issues and “goings on” of this town at the fore-
front of the public eye.

So, in conclusion, I guess I will be commit-
ted to writing, recording, videoing, and speak-
ing for another four years. Flashback to 12 years
ago, and this new Mayor could not have imag-
ined what I am doing now. And for full disclo-
sure, I love doing it.

Open for the last 40 years, Shiraz has been offering wholesale prices to the public on its
entire inventory of genuinely hand-woven oriental rugs. Thousands of antique and
contemporary pieces from around the world.

HAND CLEANING * RESTORATION ¢ APPRAISALS

~ (828) 526- 5759

Main Street * Oak Square
Highlands, NC 28741
www.shirazruggalleries.com

Cih e ChEhs Adirnled
OTHER SHOWROOMS:
TAMPA * NAPLES * SARASOTA
ORLANDO

WIDECAL §FA

B\
N0z

B28-482-4470
f28-340-1280

Highlands -
Franklin -

"

PDO Threads
20% Off
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e HFRE'S THE THING®

Stop the madness

by the time it appears in the

November 6th edition of the
Highlands Newspaper.

The partial shutdown of
the US. Government began on
October 1. It wasn’t a surprise.
Congress hasn’t passed a budget
since 1997. They’ve been operat-
ing under a series of ‘continu-
ing resolutions’ because the U.S.
Congtess, regardless of who’s in
charge, doesn’t seem to understand its job.

The sticking point this time involves
the expiration of health insurance subsidies
under the Affordable Care Act. Democrats
want to extend these subsidies. Republicans
won’t do that until the government reopens.
We, American voters, are not really a factor.

If allowed to expire, premiums under
the Affordable Care Act could double. This
would affect nearly 11 million American
families. Also impacted are nearly 42 million
American families enrolled in the SNAP
(food stamps) program.

Air Traffic Controllers are not getting
paid. Nor are TSA agents at America’s ait-
ports. Both groups are required to report
for work because they are considered “es-
sential to passenger safety”” How long can
they be expected to work without being
paid? How safe will passengers be then?

Other government functions are al-
ready impacted or soon will be. Medicare
and Medicaid reimbursements to physi-
cians and hospitals, food safety inspections
by the FDA, research grants and contracts
from the National Institutes of Health,
visitor and police services at National Parks
and Forests, drinking water and hazardous
waste inspections by the EPA, new con-
tracts under the National Flood Insurance
program and the Small Business Adminis-
tration, new mortgages under the Federal
Housing Administration and the Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development,
new grants under the Low Income Home
Energy Assistance program ... all are de-
layed or suspended.

Additionally, audits, taxpayer assistance
programs and tax refunds by the IRS may
be delayed, as will hearings at immigration
courts.

While all this madness plays out, the
535 members of the House of Represen-
tatives and Senate, along with their staffs,
continue to be paid, essentially, for doing
nothing, because, well, I don’t know why,
since they can’t really do anything else be-
cause they’ve enabled the U.S. government
to SHUT DOWN!!

Sorry. I didn’t mean to yell.

Ihope this becomes obsolete

Bud Katz

Just so you know, members
of Congtess are paid $174,000 a
year, with those in leadership tak-
ing home $193,400. They all get
paid, get health insurance, and
are allotted a sizable budget for
staff and expenses, even though
they are not really “working”
while the government is shut
down. Must be nice.

Heres the thing, Politics is
about compromise. A successful
negotiation occurs when both sides walk
away equally disappointed.

While these well-paid yahoos spend
time blaming one another, the wants, needs,
and expectations of the American people
go unaddressed. As the 2025 holiday sea-
son approaches, these elected officials don’t
seem to care if millions lose access to food
assistance and health insurance, or if their
constituents can’t fly home for the holidays.

To be fair, some things are getting
done in Washington.

The East Wing of the White House
has been torn down to build a new, $300
million, 90,000 square foot ballroom, os-
tensibly so the President can throw elabo-
rate parties for visiting heads of state and
his wealthy American oligarchs, er, busi-
nesspeople. Many of those businessmen
and women are allegedly helping fund the
project. Whether that’s true, or legal, is to
be determined.

Also, the US. Department of Home-
land Security is paying recruitment bonuses
of up to $50,000 each to potential Immi-
gration and Customs Enforcement (ICE)
agents so up to 10,000 more of them can
chase down undocumented men, women
and children, who may or may not be crimi-
nals, or represent any threat to citizens of
the United States.

So, yeah, things are getting done. Just
not things that really affect most Ameri-
cans. If youre reading this, and if the
shutdown is still going on, no matter how
you identify politically, give your congress
member or senator a call and tell them to
do their jobs and negotiate an end to this
madness of their own pathetic creation.

It really is the least they can do.

* Bruce F. “Bud” Katz, and bis wife, Lynn,
have lived year-round in Highlands since 2071.
Bud is the author of four novels and a work of
non-fiction. He facilitates the Highlands Writers
Group and spends much of his time in front of
a computer making words into sentences, sentences
into paragraphs, ... ete. You can contact Bud re-
garding this colummn or for information about the
Highlands Writers Group, at bruceflatzanthor@,

grail.com.



Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., Nov. 6,2025 - 828-200-1371 - Page 9

AT THE FARM _

L — .
R,
—

A HOLIDAY EVENING WIT] '

DECEMBER 17 | 6- 8 PMg

purchase tickets




Page 10 - Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., Nov. 6,2025 - 828-200-1371

66 Summit Trail, Highlands
INCREDIBLE VIEWS
2 car garage, 5 BR, 4 bth
MLS# 1000796 | Offered for $2,895,000

Read
Highlands Newspaper for free from everywhere ...
on the street or on the web.
Go to www.highlandsinfo.com. Click on Local News.
Delivered and Uploaded every Thurs.AM

Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742
AndreaGabbard @gmail.com

HIGHLANDS
EXPERTISE

ELEVATED
EXPERIENCE

= Highlands resident
for 17 years

= Representing buyers and
sellers across the Plateau

s Seamless service from
Atlanta to the mountains

= Backed by 78+ years of
Dorsey Alston trust

LET'S TALK
Brian Seifried,REALTOR®
770.309.1143

[DORSEY ALSTON

REALTORS®

404.352.2010

MountainTop Rotary

Past President Cath Connolly
Hudson received a surprise
when the District Governor
gave her The Avenue of Service
Award for her

leadership during Helene
recovery.

.INCUMBENTS continued from page 1

Rita Salain with 297 votes and Travis Higdon
with 283 votes. There were 11 write-ins for
those seats.

In the Franklin districts of Macon
County and Highlands, only 908 votes were
cast out of the 3,908 registered voters. Early
voting accounted for 449 votes.

In Highlands, 339 of the 986 registered
voters voted on Nov. 4; in Franklin, 569 of

the 2,922 registered voters voted.

In Highlands, early voting accounted
for 163 out of 986 registered voters and
in Franklin, 286 votes out of 2,922 regis-
tered voters.

In Highlands, the mayor and com-
missioners will be sworn in dutring the
December Town Board meeting;

...]VIISSION continued from page 1

the press about the incidents that prompted
the survey leading to these developments.”

“There were several aspects of this sur-
vey that were unusual,” Lowe wrote.

“This includes the length of time sur-
veyors were on-site and ... that more than
two-thirds of the complaints they were sent
to investigate were determined to be base-
less. .... I want to be clear: I have a tremen-
dous amount of respect for the surveyors
and they were simply doing the jobs required
of them. However, it is unfortunate that
there seemed to be outside pressure on these
surveyors to find a problem.”

This is the third time Mission has been
threatened with Immediate Jeopardy since
Tennessee-based, for-profit HCA Health-
care purchased the formerly nonprofit Mis-
sion Health hospital system in 2019. Mission
Hospital in Asheville is the flagship hospital
of the Mission Health group, which is the
primary health care provider for several
Western North Carolina counties.

“CMS has taken appropriate action to
hold HCA accountable,” said Aaron Sarv-
er, a spokesperson for Reclaim Healthcare
WNC, a coalition whose goal is to replace
HCA as owner of Mission Health.

“Unfortunately, this is not the first-

time that Immediate Jeopardy has been
invoked against them due to stafing that
continues to put patients in danger of se-
rious injury, harm, impairment, or death,”
Sarver said.

“Step one is to restore staffing at
Mission to safe levels. The core issue is
that nurses, techs and support staff are
overburdened and cannot reasonably pro-
vide quality care to all the patients they are
responsible for.

“The pattern we now can see cleatly
since HCA purchased Mission in 2019, is
after being sanctioned by regulators, HCA
surges resources to the hospital for a pe-
riod of time to have an IJ lifted. Then,
they return to a baseline of unsafe staff-
ing levels. That can be fixed tomorrow
by bringing in more staff, but it must be a
permanent fix.”

The hospital has already formulated
a plan to correct the violations, according
to Lowe, and that plan has been proac-
tively shared with CMS.

“We welcome the follow-up survey
and remain confident in the ability of
our team to provide compassionate, high-
quality care,” Lowe wrote in his email.



..LETTERS continued from page 7

those landscapers laboring to ensure your
trees and bushes and lawn safely traverse
the fallow season will almost certainly have
differing views on the humane treatment
of legal/illegal immigrants.

But here’s the thing — the one quality
that sets us apart from neatly everywhere
else in the world: each of those people will
greet you with kindness and civility, perhaps
with gentle good humor, and should mis-
fortune arrive at your doorstep, with a level
of compassion that’s almost Biblical in its
grace.

Rather than let our correspondence
devolve into a tedious back-and-forth
that'll almost certainly drive the patient Ms.
Lewicki to consider finally hanging it all up,
let me invite Mrs. Catlin to lunch (or at least
a cup of coffee). I can attempt to convince
her that 'm not a shadowed anarchist hol-
lering at passing cars and looking to stran-
gle this country that we all love.

She can contact me at luke@thelau-

Judge not, and you

Dear Editor,

I found Pastor Ford’s Spiritually Speak-
ing column in the Oct. 30 edition, a little
confusing. How on earth can he equate the
“No Kings” rallies with a rejection of “the
sovereignty of Biblical, Christian teachings
restricting sinful lifestyles and behaviors.” 1
think he has erroneously equated liberalism
with sinful living. One has nothing to do
with the other. Try researching the number
of Christian ministers/ptiests who have
been arrested for sex crimes against chil-
dren (a lotl).

In my church today, we were encour-
aged to “work with others for justice, free-
dom and peace, and to serve Christ in our
daily tasks.” To “love your neighbor.”” Who
is my neighbor? According to Jesus, every-
one.

I want Pastor Ford to know that many

relmagazine.com — and we can talk politics,
avoid politics, swap stories about kids and
grandkids, and share a couple of jokes or
the occasional odd story.

PS: I must say I’'m a bit flattered that
Mrs. Catlin would devote a portion of her
message to my choice of undergarments,
and I'm sure that with a little convincing
Tricia would allow me to don a pair of her
Vanity Fair briefs, but let me bow out of
Mrs. Catlin’s imprecation to slip on a pair
of “big girl pants.” I'm perfectly comfort-
able in my Hanes boxer briefs (in a variety
of colors and perfectly designed to accom-
modate my man bits). In fact, if Mr. Catlin
is uncomfortable in his big gitl pants, per-
haps he’d find the same level of comfort in
Hanes boxers — he can order them through
Amazon and they can be on his porch in
5-6 days!

Luke Osteen
Highlands

will not be judged

of us liberals and progressives (Christian or
not) are working for exactly those things
that Jesus encouraged us to. We are compas-
sionate people who care about injustice and
suffering in the world, and we really do try
to treat others the way we want to be treat-
ed. Most of us give our time and money to
various charities and other good works. We
also reject the authoritarian direction our
country is going in and the blatant racism
we are seeing, I don’t understand how all
that gave us such a bad reputation.

I think the hardest instruction from
Jesus was, “Judge not, and you will not be
judged. Condemn not, and you will not be
condemned.” That seems like a good place
for all of us to start.

Cynthia Strain
Highlands
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Open for
Breakfast &
Lunch
8a to 3p

Come by for a visit and enjoy those Appalachian Fries and a Gyro!
Salads e Pitas ¢ Burgers ® Philly Cheese Steak e Shrimp Pita ® Susan’s Rueben
Italian Sausage ® Appalachian Fries ® Onion Rings ¢ Jambalaya ¢ Kabobs
Shrimp Gumbo e Soups, and more!

DON[ECON'S

Open Tues. - Sat.
Pet Friendly Place Where Friends Meet

Dine in or Call in your order for Pickup! e 828-482-1513
462 Dillard Road, Highlands (across from Dusty’s)

(LIl Il
Soonobnneeg
Y YYIIYIty

True In Town Location | 740 Horse Cove Road

Highlands, NC

« Listed at $549,000

* Two Beds And Two Baths On One Level
» Covered Parking

* LOW Association Fees

PAM NELLIS

Broker | Realtor® | 828.787.1895
Pam@HighlandsCashiersCIRE.com
HighlandsCashiersCIRE.com

CHRISTIE’S

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE
—— HIGHLANDS CASHIERS ——
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MARKET poremper -

December 27

Join us for The Bascom’s Holiday Market, where our space
transforms into a festive wonderland! Explore a curated selection

of unique, handcrafted gifts for both children and adults, perfect
for everyone on your holiday list.

In addition to shopping, enjoy holiday-themed workshops, a
Santa Letter Writing Station, Kids Make-and-Take Ornaments,
Fun in the SmART Space, and a holiday photo selfie station.

There’s something for everyone to enjoy!

Key Market
Dates

Kate Furman

Jewelry Trunk Show with
Hot Chocolate bar
Friday, 1 pm - 5 pm
Saturday, 10 am - 3 pm

uorgvuLiofur
o\ 40f uvag

Nov Letters to Santa
22 Sation Opens. Write a letter to
Santa and snap a photo.

Workshops

Santa Letter
Writing Station

Clay Fun
and More!

Nov Gingerbread House
28  (All Ages Workshop)

Register at TheBascom.org

bread W.

Holiday Market Reception
Dec Following the Highlands
6 Christmas Parade | 2-4 pm
Hot Chocolate bar | Free

inger

G

% ¥

THE BASCQM

A CENTER FOR THE VISUAL ARTS
TheBascom.org | 828.526.4949

Funding is due in part to a Tourism Grant
with Visit Highlands, NC.
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NORTH CAROLINA
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..CELL PHONE continued from page 1

our decision,” said Lasetet.

“For every negative I heard I had at
least three positives,” said Breeden. ‘“Par-
ents and students reached out and said
thank you. I have had students saying they
hated it at first but actually like it now.”

With the school board’s decision,
Highlands School will return to the cell
phone usage policy it had in place. The
school’s existing policy states students are
only allowed to use cellular devices includ-
ing smart watches and headphones in the
non-academic areas in the building during
non-academic time.

Non-academic time is defined as be-
fore school (before 7:55 a.m.), after school
(after 3:10 p.m.), during high school break,
and during high school lunch. Elementary
and middle school students can only use
electronic devices before and after school.

Governor Josh Stein passed House
Bill 950 in July 2025 banning cell phone
use during school instructional time in pub-
lic schools. While the bill did not call for a
complete ban on cellular devices for stu-
dents, the new legislation did require school
districts to implement policies that restrict
cell phone use in classrooms during instruc-
tional time. The state left it up to individual
school systems to decide how they wanted
to handle cell phone usage during non-in-
structional time.

The policy adopted by the Macon
County School System reads: “The board
recognizes that cellular phones and other
wireless communication devices ate an im-
portant tool through which parents com-
municate with their children and through
which students gather information. The
board also understands that excessive use
of wireless communication devices may
post significant health and social risks for
students. Therefore, to balance these inter-
ests and the needs of students, parents, and
the school community, the board limits the
use of wireless communication devices as
provided in this policy.”

In the policy, “instructional time” is
defined as the time during which students
are assigned to a teacher for the primary
purpose of instruction. In addition, a
“wireless communication device” is any
portable wireless device that has the capa-
bility to provide voice, messaging, or other
data communication between two or more
parties, including but not limited to cellular
telephones, tablet and laptop computers,
paging devices, two-way radios, and gaming
devices.

Students are permitted to possess
wireless communication devices on school
property so long as the devices are not
turned on, used, or displayed during in-
structional time or as otherwise directed by
school rules or school personnel.

Additionally, the policy allows individ-
ual students to use wireless communication
devices as required by the student’s Individ-
ualized Education Program or Section 504
plan or to manage the student’s healthcare
in accordance with a documented medical
condition. Teachers may authorize individ-
ual students to use the devices for instruc-
tional purposes, provided that they super-
vise the students during such use, or in the
event of an emergency.

Although use of wireless communica-
tion devices is generally permitted during
non-instructional time and before and af-
ter school, the principal may establish ad-
ditional limitations on the use, possession,
or display of such devices consistent with
the policy.

Use of wireless communication devic-
es may be prohibited on school buses when
noise from such devices interferes with the
safe operation of the buses. In addition, el-
ementary and middle school students who
participate in after-school programs are
prohibited from using wireless communica-
tion devices during such programs.

The policy gives school employees
the authority to immediately confiscate any
wireless communication devices that are on,
used, or displayed in violation of the policy.
In general, the confiscated device will be
returned to the student at the end of the
school day. However, an administrator may
require a student’s parent to recover a con-
fiscated device if the student has repeatedly
violated this policy.

“Thete are different variations for
each school, and 1 feel that it’s our job to
empower our administration and our super-
intendent as they are the ones that are run-
ning the schools to make the decision about
cell phone usage during non-instructional
time,” said School Board Member Hilary
Wilkes. “I do prefer that the principals have
the ability to run their schools in the man-
ner that they feel is the best for their student
bodies. I encourage anyone to reach out to
us or their principals at their school and ex-
press their opinion.”

HS Principal Sarah Holbrooks said
Highlands School remains committed to its
longstanding policy of “no cell phones dur-
ing instructional time.”

“This policy continues to be effectively
enforced, with minimal issues among high
school students who ate accustomed to the
rule. Phones that are used during class are
confiscated and returned at the end of the
day, either to the student or their parent,
depending on the number of prior infrac-
tions,” she said. “We are proud of our stu-
dents’ respect for school rules and their re-
sponsible behavior. Their cooperation helps
maintain a focused and productive learning
environment.”
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Youth art installations celebrate
collaboration along the Cashiers Greenway

WALK CASHIERS, a collaborative
campaign led by the Cashiers Area Cham-
ber of Commerce, Jackson County, and
Vision Cashiers to create a more walkable
Cashiers, is proud to announce the instal-
lation of two youth art sculptures along
the Cashiers Greenway Ramble.

The pieces, one composed of ceram-
ic tiles and the other of hand-painted tim-
ber, were created by members of the Boys
and Gitls Club of the Plateau through a
partnership between The Bascom: A Cen-
tet for the Visual Arts, the Vision Cashiers
Public Art Task Force, and the Boys and
Gitls Club of the Plateau.

These artworks were unveiled at the
WALK CASHIERS booth during Trick
or Treat Street on October 25, a family-
friendly Halloween event hosted by the
Albert Carlton-Cashiers Community Li-
brary, Big Brothers Big Sisters of WNC,
the Boys and Girls Club of the Plateau,
Jackson County, and The Village Green.

This winter, visitors can view the
temporary installations in the courtyard
of the Albert Catlton-Cashiers Commu-
nity Library, located along the Frank Allen
Road section of the expanding Cashiers
Greenway Ramble.

The Vision Cashiers Public Art Task
Force’s mission is to provide opportuni-
ties for residents and visitors to experience
thoughtful, high-quality art that reflects
the values and character of the Cashiers
community—enhancing the five miles of
connected trails that make up the Cashiers
Greenway Ramble. Extending these op-
portunities to local youth allows young
artists to take pride in seeing their work
displayed publicly and to explore creative
and vocational possibilities within the vi-
sual arts.

“The Bascom is proud to join our
longtime community partners in creating
opportunities that connect art, place, and
people. Projects like this celebrate the cre-
ativity of our youth while strengthening
the shared vision that makes the Plateau
such a vibrant and connected communi-
ty,” says Billy Love, Executive Director at
The Bascom: A Center for the Visual Arts.

“It is a privilege to support the
Ramble and the community, while giv-
ing Club kids the opportunity to express
themselves creatively while working with
professional artists from The Bascom.
We look forward to participating in more
projects like this,” says Kaie Harris, Edu-

cation Director at the Boys and Gitls Club
of the Plateau.

“The Library is thrilled to be given
the opportunity to host our local students’
art. Having been a long time partner of the
Boys and Gitls Club, it is especially mean-
ingful for us. Collaboration is the heart of
our community and being a part of such a
diverse group of organizations truly high-
lights what we can accomplish together,”
says Serenity Richards, Branch Librarian
at the Albert Carlton-Cashiers Community
Library.

Collaborative projects like this one
are made possible through the generosity
of donors who support each participat-
ing nonprofit. To learn more or contrib-
ute through volunteerism or financial gifts,
please visit:

The Bascom:

thebascom.org

Boys and Girls Club of the

Plateau:

bgcplateau.org

WALK CASHIERS:

cashiersgreenwayramble.com

Where Comfort
Meets Luxury

Specialized bra fittings ~ loungewear
and lingerie
Open
Tuesday-Saturday 11a-5p
468 Carolina Way
(Across the street from KH Park)
828-371-7890
www.haleysfinelingerie.com
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Highlands Community Fund
would like to say

THANK'YOU!

to our wonderful sponsors who allowed us to

SE & SHINE IN 20251

Thanks to your generous donations, we gave out $105,605
in grants this year. They went to the following recipients:

The Bascom
Boys & Girls Club of the Plateau
Child Medical Collaborative
Children’s Cancer Partners of the
Counseling Center of Highlands
First Presbyterian Church of Highlands
Gordon Center for Children
Highlands Biological Foundation
Highlands Community Child Development Center
Performing Arts Center
Pisgah Legal Services
REACH of Macon County
The International Friendship Center of Highlands
Western Carolina University
for the Highlands Biological Station

Special thanks to our hosts, Highlands Falls Country Club!

HIGHLANDS
COMMUNITY FUND

A CFWHC AFFILIATE FUND
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Highlands School Fall Festival, Sat., Oct. 25

By Sarah Holbrooks
HS Principal

ast weekend, High-

lands School cel-

ebrated its annual
Fall Festival, and it was un-
doubtedly one of the most
successful events in recent
years. The festival brought
together students, fami-
lies, staff, and community
members for a fun-filled
evening that showcased
the spirit and unity of our
school community.

A special shout-out
goes to the PTO, whose
dedicated team played a
pivotal role in organizing
and executing the event.
Thanks to their hard work
and generosity, the PTO
was able to raise over
$15,000. These funds will
be directly reinvested into
our school and classrooms.

The contributions
from the PTO have already
made a tangible difference.
PTO has allotted funds for
vatious field trips, end-of-
year activities, and gradua-
tion essentials such as caps
and gowns. Additionally,

N

&

funds have been allocated for teacher appreciation gifts, scholarship programs, and vari-
ous requests from teachers for curriculum materials, resources, and instructional tools.

The success of this year’s Fall Festival was made possible through the collective ef-
fort of our community and local partners. Their support and participation helped create
a memorable event for everyone involved.

This marked the eighth Fall Festival I have had the pleasure of being part of at High-
lands School, and I can confidently say it was our best yet! We look forward to building
on this success in the years to come.

Thank you to everyone who contributed to making this event so special. Together,
we continue to make Highlands School a wonderful place for our students to learn and
SrOW.

M
Hofi@’ga |
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Photos by Keeley Bosdell, Rachel Lewicki and Kim Lewicki
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MS basketball begins; Varsity soccer concludes; Worley shines

ast week brought a
flurry of athletic com-
petition, starting with

the Middle School Basketball
teams officially kicking off
their pre-season.

Middle School Basketball
Scrimmages

The season started with
a tough test against Rosman
on Tuesday, October 28th.
The girls’ team fought hard
but ultimately dropped a very
close game. The boys’ team
managed to pull out a nail-biter, securing
a four-point win to start their run on a
high note.

The teams wrapped up their scrim-
mage schedule on Thursday, October
30th, hosting Murphy. The girls again
played an incredibly close game but suf-
fered another narrow loss. The boys fin-
ished strong, earning a decisive victory.
These scrimmages served as excellent
tests to prepare both teams for the regular
season.

Don’t miss the first regular season
game! The Middle School teams will host
Towns County at home tonight Thursday,
November 6th. The girls’ game starts at
4:30 PM, with the boys’ game to follow.

Brett Lamb
Highlands School
Athletic Director

Varsity Soccer Concludes
Regular Season and Heads
to Playoffs

The Varsity Boys Soccer
team wrapped up their regular
season with significant action.

On Thursday, October
30th, the team hosted Swain
for Senior Night. Determined
to avenge an eatlier 0-0 tie, the
boys secured a dominating 6-1
victory. Bryan Juarquin scored
the opener, followed by five
more goals from Highlands’
offense.

The team then traveled to Summit
Charter on Friday, October 31st, for their
final regular season match. Summit jumped
out to a 3-0 eatly lead, but the Highland-
ers mounted a fierce comeback, cutting the
score to 3-2. However, Summit managed to
add one more goal, pulling out a 4-2 win
over the Highlanders.

The boys’ strong season earned them a
1st Round Bye in the NCHSAA State Play-
offs! They will host their first playoff game
this Thursday, November 6th, at home
against Jackson Day at 6 PM.

Worley Shines at Cross Country

State Championship

On Saturday, November 1st, High-

lands’ top runner Claire Worley competed

Clalre ran a stellar 5K race, f‘nlshmg I3th overall W|th an impressive time of 22:37.

in the NCHSAA 1A State Championship
held at Ivey Redmond Sports Complex in
Kernersville, NC.

Facing a field of 95 top 1A girls, Claire
ran a stellar 5K race, finishing 13th overall
with an impressive time of 22:37.

Also competing was former Highlands
student Nicole Taylor, who currently at-

NIECE..

MATTER AGE.

{ﬁ?o’n

WHITESIDE

BREWING CO.

HEY Y’ALL

BEGINNING SATURDAY NOV 1,
PERSON OR FAMILY AFFECTED BY
THE STUPID SNAP FUNDING
STANDOFF CAN GET A FREE KIDS
MEAL PER PERSON ON US

WHENEVER YOU NEED IT.
GOES FOR WHOEVER MAY NEED IT
IN YOUR FAMILY: DAD,
DAUGHTER, GRANDPA, MOM,
WHOEVER. JUST SHOW
YOUR SNAP CARD TO YOUR
CASHIER OR BARTENDER AND WE
WILL APPLY A 100%
ANY KIDS MEALS ORDERED, NO

NO OTHER PURCHASE
REQUIRED.

tends the North Carolina School of Sci-
ence and Math in Morganton. Taylor
finished 7th overall with a time of 21:53,
helping her team become the State Cham-
pions. The overall individual winner was
Fern Crayton of Tri-County Early Col-
lege, finishing with a time of 20:04

ANY

THAT

DISCOUNT TO
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Gratitude
Stretches

Pastor Randy Lucas
Highlands United
Methodist Church
Thanksgiving is coming;
I want to be ready.
So I'm starting my gratitude stretches,
preparing myself, thinking ahead.

I think I’ll start tomorrow,
Friday November 7th at 3pm
at Memorial Park.
Flags are being placed
on the graves of our
local veterans.

I’ll be there.

I'll place a few flags.

I’ll speak a few names.
I'll say a few prayers.
I’ll remember.

I'll give thanks.

Gratitude stretches.

Maybe I’ll write
a “thank you” card or two.
Maybe even send
a “thank you” email.
Maybe even make
a “thank you” phone call.
Maybe even write
a “thank you” poem.

Gratitude stretches.

Thanksgiving is coming;
I want to be ready, so
I need to get in shape.
I want to be prepared, so
I need to think.
I want to act, so
I need to remember.

It’s easy to be distracted,
to become overwhelmed,
to fail to see or pay attention,
to fail to realize or recognize
the many things that bless me,
the many people who bless me,
the many things and
the many people worthy of
a simple word or
a simple expression of gratitude.

Thanksgiving is coming;
I want to be ready.
I don’t want to wait.
I want to start now.

I don’t want to put it off.

So I'm stretching,

e P acEs 1O WORSHIP ®

BLUEVALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor 706-782-3965
Sundays: School:10 a.m.,Worship:1 |
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
828-269-3546 * Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.;Worship:| |
CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev.Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298
Sundays: School at 9:30;Worship 10:30
GRACE CHAPEL ON HIGH HOLLY
9615 Dillard Rd Scaly Mountain, N C.
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas. http://www.Graceonhighholly.com
Sunday School 9:45;Worship | |; Prayer Service VWed 5:30p
Men’s and Women'’s Bible Study throughout the week
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH
The Rev'd Dr. Marc Robertson & Rev. Nick McGee
464 U.S. Hwy. 64E, Cashiers, NC
CAC@christanglicancashiers.org * 828-743-1701
Sunday:Adult Christian Ed, 9:15a; Holy Eucharist, 10:30a;
Fellowship | 1:45a;VWed: Bible Study/Contemplative Prayer; 5p
CHRIST CHURCH OF THEVALLEY. CASHIERS
Pastor Jacob Tedder ¢ Jacob@cashiers.church ¢ 743-5470
www.cashiers.church
Sun. 10:452;Wed Study5: | 5p supper and childcare.
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH
283 Spring Street - Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m.
Testimony meeting: 3rd Wednesday at 5:30 p.m.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| [a.m.

I'st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.
Wednesdays —Supper at 6 p.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com * 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC ¢ Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins
Sun: Service 10:45am, Children’s 10:30am
Wed.:Youth 5:30-7pm;Women’s Bible Study: Mon. 4:30pm, Tues.

|0am; Men’s Bible Study:Wed. & Thurs. 7am @ Zookeeper
Bistro
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev.WV.Bentley Manning, Rector * 526-2968
5th and Main streets * www.incarnationwnc.org
Sunday: Rite |, spoken, 8 am in Chapel, Rite Il with Choir 10:30
am in Sanctuary,VVed: Healing Eucharist 12 pm in Chapel,
Morning Prayer: Mon-Thurs 8:30 am in Chapel
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 » www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor * 220 Main Street, Highlands
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am;Women’s 10:30 am
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Emily Wilmarth, pastor; Rev. Kelley Connelly Asso. Pastor
828-526-3175 « fpchighlands.org
Sun.:Adult Ed.: 10a;Worship | 1a.;Tues: Men’s Group |0a;
Wed: Bell Choir 4p. Chancel Choir:5:30p
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd)
Sunday School:10 am.Worship Service:| | am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N. /4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com ¢ Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814
Services: Sundays |10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner -Wed. 6pm

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. « Glenville. NC » 743-2729 « Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a.Worship | la & 7p.Bible Study 6p
Wed. Kidsquest 6p.;Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 « 165 S.Sixth Street
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays:Worship:| |
HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson ¢ | 1339 Buck Creek Road
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily
sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a. & 6p.VVednesday Worship is 6p
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376
In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
909a Bluegrass and | laTraditional
www.highlandsmethodist.org
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA
2152 Dillard Road « 526-9741
Rev. Ken Langsdrof
Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.
Visit our website: Holy Family Lutheran Highlands NC
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C.28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| |. Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
Franklin » 828-634-1312 « mountainsynagoguewnc.com.
Services: st Fri.and 3rd Sat.and Rosh Hashanah & Yom
Kippur.
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH
743-2583 + Independent Bible Church
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church. 4224 Big Ridge
(4.5 miles from NC 107)
Weds:Youth Group 6 p.m; Bible Study 6:30 p.m.;
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone — 526-2418
Sat.4pm 5/24/25-10/25/25; Sun. - | lam
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School —10 a.m.;Worship —1 | am.& 7
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates * 526-3212
Sun.: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:10:45 a.m.;VVorship: 6 p.m.
SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Richard Salmonson
Sundays: School:10 a.m.;Worship:I | a.m.
ST.JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Mass: Sun. 9a (English); Mon. 9:30a (Vatican Il in Latin); Tues.
7p (Spanish);Wed.,9:30a (English)
THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: * 743-2359 * Rev. Rob Wood
Sunday Service (summer): 9am & | lam
Visit our website: www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com
Our Bazaar Barn supports outreach in the community.
Open Fri & Sat. | lam-3pm
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
85 Sierra Drive. Franklin * uufranklin.org
Sunday Worship - | | am.
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers +828-743-2122
Sunday School:10 am.Worship Service:| | am
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* PolLiceE & FIRE REPORTS ®

Highlands Police entries from
Oct. 24. Only the names of persons
arrested, issued a summons/cita-
tion, issued a Class-3 misdemean-
or or those of public officials have

been used.

Accidents the police responded
to:

Oct. 24: 2 vehicle accidents in High-
lands Plaza.

.SOLICITATION continued from page 1

not only is it illegal for anyone to solicit
or to operate on public property, they
can’t solicit on private property, either —
specifically alcoves adjacent to the public
sidewalks on Main Street — without the
expressed permission of the owner, pro-
prietor, or person in control of the private
property — the lessor.

According to Police Chief Andrea
Holland, soliciting even means reaching
over the private threshold of a business
onto a public area.

“The airspace above the public side-
walk is also, public so attempting to give
out free samples by reaching past the
threshold is also considered soliciting and
therefore illegal,” she said.

Solicit means engaging in the tem-
porary or permanent business of selling,
soliciting, taking orders, attempting to take
orders, offering for sale, or distributing free
samples in an attempt to sell, any goods,
wares, ot merchandise.

Furthermore, the amended ordinance
makes it clear what “aggressive manner”
when soliciting means:

Aggressive Manner means approach-
ing or speaking to a person in a way that
is intended or likely to cause a reasonable
person to fear bodily harm, or the commis-
sion of a criminal act upon their person or
upon property in their immediate posses-
sion or touching someone without the per-
son’s consent; blocking passage, using ob-
scene or abusive language toward someone
while attempting to solicit the person; forc-
ing oneself upon another by engaging in
any of the following conduct: continuing
to solicit in close proximity to the person
addressed after the person to whom the
solicitation is directed has made a negative
response, cither verbally, by physical sign,
by attempting to leave the presence of the
person soliciting, or by other negative in-
dication.

The problem is the police can’t pa-
trol Main Street 24/7 because officers are
needed — everywhere. That’s where citizens
come in.

According to Chief Holland, if some-
one feels they have been “solicited” while
walking Main Street, they should immedi-
ately call 9-1-1 and be willing to verify the
behavior as a witness.

“One of our officers will respond to
the 9-1-1 call and through testimony will de-
termine if illegal solicitation took place. But
we need citizens to step up and help. That’s
the only way solicitation will stop,” she said.

Chief Holland said cameras — either
those owned by businesses or by the town
—would help .

At the October Town Board meeting,
commissioners began discussing the possi-
bility of purchasing and installing two types
of cameras — FLOCK cameras which are
used across the country to mainly track vehi-
cles that cross state lines in criminal activity
and also standard street cameras that could
monitor illegal activity at business sites.

Chief Holland said cameras situated
on both sides of Main Street — south side
shooting north and north side shooting
south would not only deter and verify ag-
gressive solicitation, but also other criminal
activity such as breaking and entering and
burglary.

She said it’s not likely that the police
depatrtment would monitor cameras 24/7 —
personnel limitations would make that dif-
ficult — but if someone is solicited and they
are willing to report it giving the time of day
and the place, the activity could be traced
via camera footage and the police could in-
vestigate and issue a misdemeanor citation
if warranted. The cost per incident is now
$500 per incident — up from $250.

The FLOCK camera program in North
Carolina involves automated license plate
readers (ALPRs) used by law enforcement
and communities for crime reduction, with
a pilot program for state roadway camera in-
stallation extended until 2026.

Gov. Roy Cooper’s signing of a law in
June 2024 allows the State Bureau of Inves-
tigation to install these cameras on Depart-
ment of Transportation (DOT) property for
use by various law enforcement agencies.

While hailed for solving crimes like
catalytic converter theft and hit-and-runs,
the program faces privacy concerns from
groups though FLOCK data is controlled by
local agencies — in this case the MC Sheriff
Dept. and/or the Highlands Police Dept. --
and is deleted after 30 days.

Commissioners will likely discuss the
costs of both camera-types at the Novem-
ber Town Board meeting, Nov. 18 at 7 p.m.

Oct. 30: 2 vehicle accident at Mirror
Lake and 64.

Nov. 2: 2 vehicle accidents in High-
lands Plaza.

Since last week, officers issued (14)
Citations and (16) Warning Tickets

The Highlands Fire & Rescue log
from Oct. 28.

Oct. 28

* At 8:45 a.m., the dept. responded to
a motor vehicle accident on US 64 east
(Cashiers Road).

* At 1:09 p.m,, the dept. was first-re-
sponders to a location on Main Street.

* At 3:31 p.m,, the dept. responded to
a fire alarm at a location on Main Street.

* At 5:51 p.m,, the dept. responded to
a fire alarm at a location on Main Street.

Oct. 29

* At 9:47 a.m., the dept. responded to
a fire alarm at a location on Spring Street.

* At |:44 p.m,, the dept. was first-re-
sponders to a residence on Big Bear Pen
Road.

Oct. 30

* At 3:38 p.m., the dept. responded to
a fire alarm at a residence on Flat Mountain
Road.

* At 3:48 p.m., the dept. responded to
a fire alarm at a residence on Flat Mountain
Road but it was cancelled en route.

* At 6:26 p.m., the dept. provided pub-
lic assistance at a residence on Choctaw
Road.

* At 6:54 p.m., the dept. responded to
a fire alarm at a residence on Humming-
bird lane.

Oct. 31

WHOLE LIFE
MARKET

Natural Products Store
Hours: 9am-5pm
Mon-Sat
828-526-5999
Wholelifehighlands@icloud.com
LOCATED AT 680 N UTH ST, HIGHLANDS

]] \ (z l] 3)2 Organic smoothie/juice
MC A \ bar located
: inside Whole
@ RLCEN DO Life Market

* At 442 p.m,, the dept. was first-
responders to a residence on Upper
Brushy Face Road.

* At 7:32 p.m,, the dept. was first-
responders to location on N. 3rd. Street.

Nov. |

* At 6:56 a.m,, the dept. was first-
responders to a residence on Rich Gap
Road.

* At 8:38 a.m,, the dept. assisted NC
Highway Patrol on US 64 east (Cashiers
Road).

* At 10:37 a.m,, the dept. responded
to a call of a vehicle fire in Highlands
Plaza.

* At 5:29 p.m,, the dept. responded
to a call of an illegal burn on Jackson
Drive.

Nov. 2

* At 10:15 p.m,, the dept. was first-
responders to a residence on Wilson
Road.

Nov.3

* At 8:27 am,, the dept. provided
mutual aid to the Cashiers FD.

* At 10:27 a.m., the dept. was first-
responders to a location on N.4th Street.

* At 12:04 p.m., the dept. was first-
responders to a residence on Laurel Ter-
race.

* At 12:32 p.m., the dept. responded
to a fire alarm at a location on Cullasaja
Club Drive but it was cancelled en route.

* At 1:54 p.m,, the dept. responded
to a fire alarm at a residence on More-
wood Circle.

* At 2:03 p.m,, the dept. responded
to a fire alarm at a residence on Half Mile
Drive.

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

Bronze sculpture * Paintings
Vintage & Antique Collectables &
Furniture - Costume Jewelry

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring
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HIGHLANDS CHURCH

9a Sunday mornings

LIVE STREAM: Andy Stanley

. LI I )

Following Jesus makes your life better,
And makes you better at life!

4
. Ryan M. Bears LISA THOMPSON
Branch Leader DOG SITTING

Cell: 803-271-5426 « daily drop-in visits
Off ce: 828-526-8784 « overnight & extended
stays
« dog walking
828.424.4637

ryan.bears@allentate.com

For details, text Bee at 404-307-1415

CHRISTIE’S | HIGHLANDS

IMTERMATIONAL REAL ESTATE CASHIERS

Colleen Kerrigan, Broker
615-400-5498

the hemlocks
on 25 acres at the basg
of Whiteside
Mountain.

colleen.kerrigan.wnc@gmail.com

Authenticity, Honesty, Integrity
Accepting New Clients
in H,ghlands and Franklin Highlands Office 210 N. Fifth Strect

360 MAIN STREET

ESTATE JEWELERS OF
HIGH luﬁl'l DS

BENERAC

Storage Units Available
Secure 24-Hour Access
Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms

Call today to find out why we're
“Highlands Premier Facility”

828-482-1045 Look for our sign!

Buck Creek Rd - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Road near the hos-

> 828-526-9325 «

Generators aren’t just a “thing” we do,
generators are all we do!

. Grading 828-200-9217 ¢ TN Fully Insured
 Excavating
* Driveways Crane
* Build sites Rentals
° Hauling Available s
e Septic Systems e = _ 9 JER O 3
' Appointment Only!
kN, ree Core & Remerel Call: 828-576-1960
Cell (828) 421-3643 Quality Tree Care & Removal |8+ years \_
Office/fax (828) 526-4758 estimates@mendozatree.com T"t' T"I “B'“HZE “-
wilsongrading@yahoo.com mendozatreeservices.com [.]..I I]ﬂfhlglllﬂllls@gmall.ﬂlll

COUNSELING Al Stoncham -

C E N TER Realtor-Broker K| I n d ri ed
Luxury Home Specialist

OF HIGHLANDS Licensed in NC & GA FIREWOD

Cell: 828-332-9767
al.stonecham@allentate.com

Peggy Crosby Center » 348 South Fifth Street

828-482-7417

info{@counselingcenter.org + counseling-center.crg

Delivery or pickup

2460 Cashiers Road « Highlands 828-526-2395

We are nonprofit and provide counseling on a slidin scafu} fee so .
P 5 . ¢ highlandslawnandgarden.com

everyone can receive the care they need regardiess of ability to pay. ALLEN TATE REALTORS/PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUF

HIGHLANDS/SCAINQUNTAIN/CASHIERS
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* CLASSIFIEDS ®

HELP WANTED

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH located in
the heart of downtown Highlands is seeking a reliable and
motivated Part-Time Facilities Manager to oversee the
maintenance and care of our historic property and grounds.

We are looking for someone that can:

* Coordinate and manage maintenance, repairs, and
preventative upkeep

* Supervise vendors and contractors for larger proj-
ects

* Ensure the facility is safe and ready for all church
activities and services

* Perform light, routine maintenance tasks as needed

Our ideal candidate would be someone who:

* Has experience in facilities management, building
maintenance, or a related field

* Can work independently and manage time effectively

* Is located in or near Highlands

* Is eager to join and vibrant and faithful community

This is a flexible, part-time position perfect for a dedi-
cated individual looking to contribute meaningfully to a cen-
tral Highlands institution.A full job description can be found
on our website under ‘Employment’. For more information

AUTOMOTIVE

SERVICE & REPAIR
LT .

On,

e
- A
'E}T“: . -FL'I'Ri

828-787-2360
2851 Cashiers Road, Highlands
We're proud to be a family-owned company with 43 years in the
business, and even prouder to now serve the Highlands community.
~ Bob Saladna, Owner|

Hereistwhatls
HighlandsfAitomotive!
fs all @bou®

* Same-day service for most maintenance
and routine repairs.
* Top-tier diagnostic & programming tools
— just like the dealer.
* New tire, alignment & balancing
equipment for precision and speed.
* Same experienced technicians.

We service ALL domestic and foreign vehicles.

o=

Also serving customers in: e
Atlanta, GA | Dallas, TX | Houston, TX Z;H_IP!._}
Come see the difference. T

or submit a resume, please contact the Church Office at fp-
chchurchoffice@gmail.com. (st. 10/16)

FOR SALE

11.62 ACRES, 7 MILES SOUTH OF HIGH-
LANDS. $287,301. Owner financing. 200 mature blueberry
plants. 3 springs. Email rickhavron@gmail.com. (st. 8/14)

LAND - 7.5 miles south of Highlands, 8.64 acres with
spring, by far the best view in the area at $200,000. 828-974-
1137.(8/1)

2005 PANOZ GTLM. CONVERTIBLE. - 67k
miles. Factory Flag/Press Car, Road & Track Article. Flown to
24 Hour@LeMans. $45K. | have it all. Call Sid at 478-731-
8451 or email, siddumas@gmail.com (st. 9/18)

e o |

TINY HOME LOTS FOR SALE. $55k-$85k ea. Each
lot comes with GREAT MOUNTAIN VIEWS, water, power,
and sewer run to each lot. www.TinyMountainEstates.com
for more info. (10/30/25)

FOR RENT

TRILLIUM GOLF FRONT - 3BD/3 1/2 BA.$2,650/
month. Furnished. Short/long-term lease. Call 561-523-7742.
(st. 11/6)

WALK TO TOWN, Garage Apartment, no pets,
$2500 per month 828.526.2793. (11/6)

LONG TERM RENTAL - Top of Eagle Ridge. Flat
yard. 4 bed/3 1/2 BA. Central HVAC, water/sewer. Cable TV.
4,000 ft. elevation. Parking for 3 vehicles. Call 828-743-2655.
(st. 10/9)

HIGHLANDS 1-2 SPACES - | large or 2 smaller
spaces for rent in popular Mill Creek Shopping Center next
door to Blue Bike Cafe. Each space is 800 sq/ft at $2,333/
mo OR both spaces at 1,600 sq/ft for $4400/mo. Inquires to
Debi: bock7@me.com or 404-323-9444. (st. 7/10)

4 BDM/3 BATH FOR RENT HIGHLANDS - Up-
dated farm home, located between Highlands & Cashiers off
Hwy 64. $3,200/month, includes all utilities with high speed
wifi. Call Marcy 828-482-4239 (st. 7/10)

2BD/2BATH SINGLE WIDE $1,100 per month in-
ternet included. First last security. Mark 828-200-0765. (st.
5/29)

SERVICES

PRIVATE CAREGIVNG SERVICES AVAILABLE.
References upon request. Call 828-564-6493. (st. 8/28)

PLATEAU PAINTERS - Interior and exterior paint-
ing, pressure washing, decks, and sanding and staining wood
floors. Division of Chatlos Construction. Fully insured. Free
estimates. Call Mike at 828-200-407 1. (6/26)

JUNK REMOVAL SERVICE —We take anything. Call
828-200-0492 (7/31)

HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS HANDYMAN - Chatlos
Construction — Remodels,Additions, Framing, Siding, Roofing,
Decks, Painting. References. Insured. 828-200-407 1. (4/30)

NEED FURNITURE MOVED OR ANYTHING
HAULED AWAY? Call or text James of Going Gone at
828-421-2655. (7/31)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/KEVIN VINSON:
scanning photos, slides & negatives to CD or DVD for easier
viewing. Video transfer to DVD. Everything done in house.
Leave message at 828-526-5208.

e Biz/ORG NEWS ®

Toys for Tots is now

Macon County Elves

A new volunteer group will bring holiday joy to chil-
dren and families in Macon County this year, replacing the
annual US Marine Corps Toys for Tots toy drive based in
Franklin, NC. The group, calling themselves The Macon
County Elves, is the same group of volunteers who previ-
ously managed and supported the Toys for Tots drive and
distribution for Macon County.

According to long-time volunteer Debra Garren, who
leads the new group, this local organization was created to
ensure that every dollar and toy donated will stay in Macon
County and support families needing gift assistance this
holiday season.

“For many years, our team of dedicated volunteers in
Macon County, led by local veteran and businessman Jack
Brennan, proudly supported the US. Marine Corps Toys
for Tots program,” said Garren. “This year, we’ve chosen
to form our own local organization, one with less red tape,
to continue our mission of ensuring that every child we
serve in Macon County expetiences the joy and wonder of
the holiday season and through the power of community
and local giving — every toy, and every act of kindness stays
right here at home.”

As outgoing head of the volunteer group, Brennan
paid tribute to the Toys for Tots program. “We are deeply
grateful for the years of partnership and experience gained
through Toys for Tots and we are excited to carry that same
spirit of giving forward,” he said, “with a local touch.”

According to Garren, Brennan will continue volun-
teering his time to support the new group to ensure a suc-
cessful drive and a continuation of established relationships
with businesses, organizations and individuals in the com-
munity who have supported past toy drives.

“Your financial support, volunteer efforts or dona-
tion of a new, unwrapped toy will make the holidays a little
brighter for our children in Macon County,” said Garren.
“Join us as we continue our tradition of generosity, now as
the Macon County Elves. We are neighbors helping neigh-
bors, one gift at a time.” she said, “and together, we can
make sure that no child goes without a reason to smile this
holiday season.”

Visit www.maconcountyelves.com for details.

OLD NOW HIRING
EDWARDS  ‘offcerates

HOSPITALITY GROUP

¢ EXPERIENCED HOTEL/RESORT Sales Manager

¢ EXPERIENCED HOTEL/RESORT Catering & Events
Manager

¢ Sales Office Manager

e Sales Associate
Apply at www.oldedwardshospitality.com/careers

Email careers@oldedwardsinn.com
Phone: 828-787-2631

Classifieds:
$10 for first 10 words; 30 cents for each addition-
al word; $5 for graphic; $2 for color highlight
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POOL SCHEDULE

* Lap Swim: Mon.-Fri. 6am-
9:45am, and Saturday 10am-11pm
- 6 lanes. Water Aerobics: 18 y+
Mon.-Fri. 10-11am with Karen
Chambers. Adult Swim: 18y+
Mon.-Thurs. 11am-3:30pm, Friday
11am-1:30pm. Public Swim: Mon.
thru Thurs.. 3:30-7pm, Saturday
11am-6pm and Sunday 1-6pm

PICKLE BALL

* At the Recreation Dept. ev-
ery Monday - Friday 10am-1pm
indoors for the winter (notice the
days and time has changed),

MOUNTAIN FINDINGS

* Open: 10 am - 1 pm. Spruce
Street. www.mountainfindings.org

PAC WEEKEND MOVIE

* At PAC, Downton Abbey:
The Grand Finale. Thuts., Now. 13,
2p; Fri., Nov. 14, 2p; Sat., Now. 15,
530p; Sun., Nov. 16, 2p & 5:30p
with captions. Mon., Nov. 17, 2p &
5:30p. Tickets are $12.

SATURDAY MARKET

* Farmers Market in KH
Founders Park on Pine Street from
8a-12:30p rain or shine.

ALL WEEK

* Scaly Mountain/Highlands/
Cashiers Alcoholics Anonymous
“Open Meetings” are for anyone

who thinks they may have a drinking
problem or for anyone interested in
the A.A. recovery program. Open
meetings are held at Scaly Moun-
tain @ Grace Chapel, 9915 Dillard
Rd., Scaly Mountain and Highlands
@ the 1st Presbyterian Church, 471
Main St., on Monday at 5:30 p.m.
and on Wednesday & Fridays @ 12
noon. Open in person meetings are
held in Cashiers @ the Albert Catl-
ton Cashiers Community Library,
249 Frank Allen Rd. on Sunday at 5
pm, on Tuesday @ 7pm, on Friday
at 5:00 pm and on Saturday at 9:00
am. For more information please
visit our website www.aawnc80.otg
or to speak with a member of A.A.
24/7 call our HELP Line 828 349-
4357Mon.Thurs.

* At First Presbyterian Church,
ArtSpace is open from 9 am. to
4:30 p.m. The next exhibit will start
in mid-August. For information
contact fpchkelley@gmail.com

Mon-Wed-Fri

* Aecrobics with Tina Rogers
8-9am at the Rec Patk.

* Balance, Stretch & Strength-
en Class at the Rec Park 8:30-
9:30am. The cost for the class is
$30 a month and is led by Cathy
Hodgson. Call the Recreation De-

THE
FIREWOOD COMPANY

Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn!
Highlands . Cashiers . Clayton .Atlanta

828.200.3050

bobhenritze @gmail.com « www.firewoodcompany.net

partment at 828-526-3556 for more
information.

Mon., Tues., Thurs.

* The Food Pantry behind the
Methodist Church on Spring Street
is open from 10a-6p.

* Exercise Class with Michelle
Lane at the Rec Park at 5:30. A
combo class with different types of
exercise. 828-526-3556

Second Mondays

* The local chapter of PEO,
an off-campus sorority founded in
the 1800s that provides grants and
loans to women with financial need
who want to return to school or fur-
ther their education meets at 10 a.m.
For more info call president Paula
McDonald at 706-372-3004

Tuesdays

* Strength Training at the Rec
Park 8:15-9:15 am.

* At Wayfarers Chapel, Work-
shop for Writers — from 5-6:30 PM

* ESL classes at The Liter-
acy & Learning Center, 6-7 p.m.
675 S 4th St. Highlands.

2nd Tuesdays

* Highlands Writers Group
meets on alternate Tuesday after-
noons at 3pm. Writers still uncom-
fortable with in-person gatherings
may participate via Zoom meetings
For more info contact Bud Katz at
cither 828-526-3190 or at budan-
dlynn@me.com

2nd Wednesdays

* Hudson Library, in partner-
ship with VAYA Health, is hosting
an educational series on adult men-
tal health topics, at 11 AM.. To reg-
ister, stop by the library or cll 828-
526-3031.

Wednesdays

* Digital Navigators will be at
the Hudson Library from 1-3 PM,
digital navigators will host a Tech
Time drop-in time at Hudson Li-
brary with the goal to assist attend-
ees with basic smartphone, laptop,
iPad and tablet skills. Tech Time
sessions offer one-on-one help on
any personal digital device. Tech
Time is a chance for residents of
all ages to bring their devices and
ask any questions. Learn how to
set up an email account, mute your
cell phone, back up and store files.
Those ate just a few of the skills we
teach patrons. For more informa-
tion, call the Library at 828-526-
3031.This program is free and open
to the public.

Thursdays

*  Kickboxing  8:15-9:15a.
at the Rec Park. No martial arts

background necessary Contact the
Recreation Department at 828-526-
3556 for more info.

* At First Presbyterian Church
a free concert “Music for Prayer”
at noon. These casual concerts
are almost entirely improvised and
last 30-45 minutes. This offering is
called Music For Prayer.

* At Hudson Library, special
children’s events will be on tap on
Thursday afternoons at 3:30 Kids
Zone programs.

Fridays

* At Hudson Library, Friday
afternoons at 2 PM, there’s a vari-
ety of children’s programs including
board games, STEM programs, and
crafts.

3rd Saturdays

* The American Legion Post
370 meets at the First Method-
ist Church at 315 Main St. in their
community room/909 chapel. We
serve breakfast at 9a and hold our
monthly meeting at 10a. We invite
ALL veterans to attend. Email nc-
post370@gmail.com ot just join us
at 9am.

Sundays

* At Wayfarers Chapel, Sun-
day Service: 10a Sunday Mornings.
Stick around for visitation and cof-
fee hour immediately after service.
(Coffee hour is replaced by pot-
luck dinner the 1st Sunday of each
month).

Thru Dec. 27

At The Bascom, Holiday
Market. Handcrafted gifts and
holiday themed workshops.

Thurs. - Sun., Nov. 6-9

* Highlands Cashiers Players
present “Deathtrap” by Ira Levin.
Directed by Michael Lanzilotta.
Tickets are $25-$35. For show times
and tickets go to HighlandsCashier-
sPlayers.com or call 828-526-9047

Thurs., Nov. 6

* Shop With A Cop Rotary
Bingo in the Community Building
6:30 — 8:30pm. $15 for 15 games.

Tues., Nov. 11

* Veterans Day Ceremony at
11 a.m. at Veterans Plaza in park-
ing log of police station. This brief
ceremony is to honor all who wear
and have worn the uniforms serv-
ing our great country. New bricks
will be dedicated into the “Veterans
Honor Walk.”

Fri., Now. 14

* Barrett Family Wine Dinner
at ...on the Verandah at 6 p.m. $250
per person. Reservations required.
Call 828-526-2338 or book online at

www.ontheverandah.com.

Sat., Now. 15

* Brochelle Vineyards Wine
Dinner at ...on the Verandah at
6 pm. $250 per person. Reserva-
tions required. Call 828-526-2338
ot book online at www.ontheveran-
dah.com.

Sat., Nov. 22

* Your favorite vendors from
the Saturday Farmer’s Market (plus
a few extras) will be warm and
cozy indoors at the Highlands Rec
Center with fresh produce, locally
made bakery treats, specialty foods,
handcrafted gifts, unique products,
artful jewelry, Haitian metal art,
and a FREE cup of Haitian Cof-
fee we all know and love. 10a to 3p.
Come shop for one-of-a-kind gifts
and other things you need for the
holidays.

Sat., Nowv. 29

* Light Up the Park & Main.
Start the holiday season with this
electric celebration. Gather with
friends and family as KH Found-
ers Park and Main Street glow with
festive lights — and a visit from
Santa himself. For more info, go to
highlandschamber.org or call 828-
526-2112.

Dec. 5-21

* At PAC, Mountain Theatre
Company presents Home for the
Holidays. For tickets go to box-
office@mountaintheatre.com.
828.526.2695

Sat., Dec. 6

* Highlands Christmas Parade.
Revel in the magic of the holidays
at the Highlands Christmas Parade,
a cherished tradition that brings joy
to all ages. For more info, call 828-
526-2112.

Sat., Dec. 13

* Your favorite vendors from
the Saturday Farmer’s Market (plus
a few extras) will be warm and
cozy indoors at the Highlands Rec
Center with fresh produce, locally
made bakery treats, specialty foods,
handcrafted gifts, unique products,
artful jewelry, Haitian metal art,
and a FREE cup of Haitian Cof-
fee we all know and love. 10a to 3p.
Come shop for one-of-a-kind gifts
and other things you need for the
holidays.

Sun., Dec. 14

* Lighting of the Menorah. to
honor the beginning of Hanukkah,
a celebration of light and unity that
marks this meaningful season. For
more info, go to highlandschamber.
org or call 828-526-2112.



SILVER EAGLE

Native American Jewelry
Crystal & Gem Gallery
=t

X
349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

y

Darlene Conley
Mountain Luzury

Your Dream. Your Journey. YOURE
HOME!

Dedicated to finding the home you ve
always wanted.
Cell: 404-427-2448
darlene.conley@allentate.com

ALLEN TATE REALTORS/
PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP

[IP e, &Y

Hardware
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Highlander
Mountain
House

- &

1 The Ruffed
Grouse
Tavern

highlandermountainhouse.com

M ‘& LUXURY COLLECTION"
e I c e r Of the 55,000+ BHHS agents across the globe,
’ Fayeranksinthe TOP2% andisa

REALTORS Luxury Collection Specialist.

1
i L —

T 4 == ﬂ
‘Country Club Properties|| . . FAYE WURM
Your local homet_own HIghBﬂdS PrOperJ[leS 828.200.1345 = E
Real Estate professionals. 450 N. 4th St. Highlands, NC faye@bhhsmmr.com

3 Offices 828-526-2520 2334 CashiersRd, Highlands [

828-526-5522

https://fayewurm.meadowsmtnrealty.com/

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com www.highlandsproperties.com

Team RickSteve
“The Power of 37

Trusted advisors
providing impeccable
personalized service

CHESTNUT ST

LAUREL ST.
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We are home.'

Historical
Village
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Charming
Mountain
Retreat
Near Downtown
Highlands

i,

42 Hemlock Ridge

4 BR 4 BTH
2 fireplaces
2 screened-in
porches
Gated community
Sold furnished

Offered for
$2,100,000

Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742
AndreaGabbard@
gmail.com

Highlands

Sotheby’s

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

Luxury Listings

Sotheby’s

INTERMATIONAL REALTY

CHRISTIE’S

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE

114 N. 4th Street * Highlands, NC

Local Expertise, Global Connections.

Vot L

Cell: 828-787-1895

Sheryl Wilson

office: 828.526.8300 © cell: 828.337.0706
sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com * highlandssir.com

Licensed in NC and GA

John Sheehan
(404) 790-9716

Highlands Office | 210 N. 5th Street
Ll

pamela.nellis@yahoo.com

HIGHLANDS
CASHIERS




N\ HOWARD
HANNA

ALLEN TATE REAL ESTATE

Our clientsrate us 5 out of 5 A #4544 (5=

VOTED AMERICA’S BEST AMERICAS BEST

MORE THAN 33 YEARS OF
EXEMPLARY SERVICE ON THE PLATEAU

JULIE OSBORN
& PAT ALLEN

828.200.6165 | 828.200.9179
julie.osborn@allentate.com
pat.allen@allentate.com

nEAL ESTATE
/1177 COMPANIES
ot THE WORLD*®

HOWARD LUXURY
HANNA 'pdA%p ‘ LD PORTFOLIO

INTERNATIONAL

-

=~ DAVID
) BOCK

=@
‘*‘B BUILDERS

ckBuilders.com 828-526-2240

People ... are
the investments
that matter

most

CHRISTIE'S

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE
— HIGHLANDS CASHIERS ——

Deborah “Bee” Gleeson
404.307.1415
BeeGlee4@Gmail.com
and
Pat Gleeson
828.782.0472
PatrickGleeson4@Gmail.com

HighlandsCashiersCIRE.com
210 North Fifth Street,
Highlands, NC 28731

: Jody Lovell
Why call Jody?

Ranked the #| Broker in North Carolina

-?a for over a decade and for good reason!

Whether you're buying or selling, she
bnngs unparalleled market expertise,
| top-tier negotiation skills and a
" commitment to delivering exceptional
| results. Your dream home or top-dollar
- saleis just one call away-you deserve
~ the best! With over $1 Billion in sales.
you can be the next beneficiary of this

' .| track record.

Call her personally at 828.226.6303.
™ |
| #1 Broker

| IN NORTH CAROLINA

| $1 Billion +
TOTAL CAREER SALES VOLUME
Top 100

s SOTHEBY'S INTERNATIONAL REALTY AGENT
WORLDWIDE

Highlands = Sotheby’s

LANDMARK
Er_»-l ESTATE SALES & VACATION RENTALS

e

5 Offices across the plateau!

HIGHLANDS OFFICE
225 MAIN STREET

BRIAN RENERO CELL: 828-226-0118
BROKER BRIANRENFRO@GMAIL.COM

BERKSHIRE
HATHAWAY

HOMESERVICES

MEADOWS MOUNTAIN
REALTY

If youwant an
award-winningreal
estate experience,
choose an

award- wmnlng
agent. /

MITZI RAUERS

Broker / Luxury Collection
Specialist

(404) 218-9123
mitzi@bhhsmmr.com

*Based on 2023 sales data. Out of a global network
of 65,000+ BHHS agents

Restaurant

o)

828-526-2338

Open
7 nights
5:30-9p

..on the Verandah

-~/ on Lake Sequoyah

42 Years of Fine Dining

www.ontheverandah.com

M“CULL

LY’S
CASHMERE

Scotland’s Best Knitwear

Open 7 days a week

526-4407
242 S. 4th St.




