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The largest selection of 
Scottish cashmere in the U.S.A.

In Highlands ...on the hill
242 S. 4th St. • 828-526-4407

Open 7 days a week
www.mcculleys.com

MM ccCULLEY’SCULLEY’S
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Every 40 seconds, someone 
in the United States has a stroke.

On October 26, 2024, that 
person was Rose Hill. Standing at 
her kitchen sink, Rose felt her legs 
weaken and while she tried to sta-
bilize herself, she eventually sunk 
down to the floor. 

“I had no feeling in my legs or 
my left arm,” said Rose. 

Her husband, Tom, was get-
ting ready to go somewhere, but 
was thankfully still home and 
called 911. The Hills live in Yel-
low Mountain, about 25 minutes 
from Highlands-Cashiers Hos-
pital (HCH), and Glenville-Ca-
shiers EMS answered the call and 
brought Rose to the hospital.

Local stroke survivor 
credits H-C Hospital for 

life-saving care

‘An 
amazingly 
short story’

Year 44 of the Highlands Cashiers  
Chamber Music Fesitval is in full swing
Concerts alternating between Highlands and Cashiers run through Aug. 10

By Kim Lewicki
HCCMF’s 44th season 

through Aug. 10, promises to 
continue its tradition of  bringing 
together artists whose standards 

of  excellence and commitment to 
chamber music have enriched the 
creative traditions of  Highlands, 
Cashiers and the Western Carolina 
mountains. 

This season is another excit-
ing mix of  old friends and new 
faces, the fun series “Bach at 
Buck’s” featuring solo and duo 

• See HCCMF page 19

By Kristin Fox
Last week as a part of  its 

July meeting, the Macon County 
Board of  Commissioners held 
a joint meeting with the Macon 
County Board of  Health to dis-
cuss issues and complaints that 
have been expressed by the gen-
eral public as well as from employ-
ees within the health department. 

For several months, com-
missioners have fielded many 
complaints about the health de-
partment including internal griev-
ances from health department 
employees as well as low morale 
among employees. Concerns 
about the Health Director Kathy 
McGaha have also been expressed 
to commissioners. Other issues 
that the public has complained 
about include problems with ani-
mal control and environmental 
health, specifically the backlog of  

BOC to 
take over 

MC Health 
Department

By Kristin Fox
Since 2022, Highlands Com-

missioners Brian Stiehler and Jeff  
Weller have worked tirelessly to 
get a new playground for the chil-
dren of  Highlands and beyond. 
Despite a few setbacks, the two, 

with tremendous support from 
the community, have continued to 
work to make this dream a reality.

The Highlands Community 
Playground Project under the 
leadership of  Stiehler and Weller 
is about creating an open and 

safe space carefully designed to 
promote play among children of  
differing abilities, ages, and com-
munities.

Fundraising efforts have 
been extremely successful raising 

BOC gives $50K more toward playground
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•Mayor on Duty•

Highlands Mayor
Patrick Taylor

For Real-time Weather and the Extended Forecast, 
go to www.highlandsinfo.com and click on Weather

New & Re-Roofing Applications Including:
Asphalt • Cedar • Metal • Synthetic Materials

Showroom: 1511 Highlands Rd • Franklin • O: 828-524-7773 
info@highlandernc.com • www.highlandernc.com

•Weather•

•SnapShot• 

Do you have a heartfelt, funny, interesting, or beautiful photo you would like to share in our  
“SnapShot” section? Email it to highlandseditor@aol.com or text it to 828-200-1371, with a brief  
description and a name. No anonymous photos will be accepted.

Highlands Newspaper
www.highlandsinfo.com 
Phone: (828) 200-1371 

Email: 
HighlandsEditor@aol.com 

Publisher/Editor: Kim Lewicki 
Reporters: Kristin Fox

Digital Media/Circulation - Jim Lewicki 
Locally owned and operated by 

Kim & Jim Lewicki 
Adobe PDF version at 

www.HighlandsInfo.com
265 Oak St. PO Box 2703

Highlands, N,C 28741 
Al l  R ights  Reser ved. No ar t ic les ,  
photos, illustrations, advertisements or  

design elements may be used without 
permission from the publisher. 

Letter Policy:
There is a 500-word limit. We reserve the 
right to reject or edit letters-to-the-editor. 
No anonymous letters will be accepted, 
Views expressed are not necessarily those 

of Highlands Newspaper.
Obituary Policy

Obituaries are $8 per column inch. 
$10 per photo.

Payable prior to publication.
• See MAYOR page 13

Photo by  Larry Brannan

Remembering the glory of Mirror Lake

Sallie and I read an article 
by David Brooks this past 
week that prompted us to 

reflect on current events and the 
world’s situation. The essence of  
the piece asked the question, why 
are so many people good?

The writer went into detail 
to review religious, ethical, and 
philosophical concepts about why 
some people are viewed as being 
good. One point was that some 
people can, at times, put the good 
of  a group or cause over their 
own immediate personal ambitions. They are 
willing to sacrifice personal gain for the ben-
efit of  other people. To borrow the Rotary 
motto, they put service above self.

After all the religious and philosophical 
considerations, the author of  the piece put 
forth the simple thesis that people who pur-
sue excellence in their personal lives contrib-
ute to the overall good of  a community or 
even a country. In most simple ways, these 
good people contribute to human flourish-
ing and the enhancement of  life. I thought 
what a simple idea, but true. In this media-
driven, attention-crazed society, it is what 

individuals do in conducting their 
own lives that overall impacts ev-
eryone.

Later that day, I was listening 
to the NPR coverage of  the terri-
ble flooding in Kerr County, Texas, 
where so many people perished, 
especially the children at the Mystic 
Summer Camp. The piece featured 
Jane Ragsdale, who was the owner 
of  another summer camp nearby. 
Her first camp session had just 
ended before the flooding hit the 
Guadalupe River, where her camp 

was also located. She was the only person left 
at her camp before the holiday, but tragically, 
she lost her life in the flood. People in the 
community are devastated by her loss. On the 
radio, they played a recording of  Jane leading 
campers in songs, a task she loved doing, as 
well as all the camp activities. Residents talked 
about how Ms. Ragsdale had mentored and 
influenced so many young people for over 
four decades. They also pointed out that if  
she had survived, Jane would be on the front 
lines of  relief  and recovery; that was just who 
she was. Jane Ragsdale modeled the idea of  
the pursuit of  personal excellence and service 
that enriches us all.

Later in the week, Sallie and I hosted a 
performing artist for the Highlands-Cashiers 
Chamber Music Festival, Zitong Wang. She 
arrived at our house on Wednesday night at 
about 8 pm. After settling in her room, Zi-
tong came up to our grand piano in our liv-
ing room and at once began practicing. What 
a treat for us! If  that were not enough, later 
in the evening, she gave a Zoom lesson to a 
younger musician. This routine of  continual 
practice and teaching went on all week. What 
struck me was Zitong’s commitment to per-
sonal excellence in the musical arts. That 
commitment translates into advancing the 
musical arts that inspire and move so many 
people. It is a testament to what individuals 
can do to promote human flourishing.

At the local level, I had the honor of  at-
tending Wayne Crowe’s graveside service on 
Saturday. Members of  our fire department, 
dressed in their formal uniforms, fully rep-
resented us. The hook and ladder fire truck 
was parked by the tent where the service was 
conducted. One of  the most moving parts of  
a firefighter’s funeral is the last-call ceremony. 
At the very end of  the service, the radio from 
the fire truck came on, and 911 dispatch is-

Striving to live a life well-lived
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UNR I VA L ED

378 Hurrah Ridge
Scaly Mountain, NC 28775 | $1,125,000 | MLS #1001428 

Darlene Conley & Al Stoneham | 404.427.2448

#1 in the Carolinas#1 in the Carolinas
Since 1957Since 1957

SAPPHIRE OFFICE  |  828.507.3156
CASHIERS OFFICE  |  828.547.0022

WILDCAT CLIFFS OFFICE  |  828.526.4525

HIGHLANDS-DOWNTOWN OFFICE  |  828.526.8784

Scan to see our luxury listingsScan to see our luxury listings
A HOWARD HANNA PARTNER

190 Wingina Place
Highlands, NC 28741 | $1,450,000 | MLS #1001413 

Steve Sheppard & Rick Harrison | 404.219.1349
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•InveStIng at 4,118 Ft• 

Bryson’s Food StoreBryson’s Food Store
Proudly Serving Highlands, North Carolina since 1977

The best meals start here!The best meals start here!

103 Highlands Plaza, Highlands, NC • (828) 526-3775

 Open daily 
7:30a to 7:30p

� 

FREE Pickup & Delivery

Open for the last 40 years, Shiraz has been offering wholesale prices to the public on its 
entire inventory of genuinely hand-woven oriental rugs. Thousands of antique and 

contemporary pieces from around the world.
HAND CLEANING • RESTORATION • APPRAISALS

Main Street • Oak Square
Highlands, NC 28741

www.shirazruggalleries.com

OTHER SHOWROOMS:
TAMPA • NAPLES • SARASOTA

ORLANDO

We Purchase Antique RugsMon.-Sat: 9:30a-6p • Sun: noon-5p

(828) 526-5759

30% off 

cleaning & 

repairs

Josephine ’s Gift Shop Josephine ’s Gift Shop 
Apparel ~ Gifts ~ Home ~ Decor

at the Asia House • 151 Helens Barn Ave.

Open Mon.-Sun. at noon. Closed Wed. • 718-664-3571

Wine Tasting every 
Thursday 2 to 5p!

New Backgammon Club
Come join us 

every Tuesday at 1 p.m. 
at 4118 Kitchen & Bar 

in Highlands Plaza.

Jody Lovell
Highlands and Cashiers 

Sotheby’s International Realty
828.526.4104

Bronze sculpture • Paintings 
Vintage & Antique Collectables & 

Furniture • Costume Jewelry

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

‘Dorothy, we’re not in COVID anymore.’

As we move into the 
heart of  the 2025 
summer season, the 

Highlands real estate market 
is facing a mix of  signals — 
some encouraging, some cau-
tionary. For years, the COV-
ID-era market conditioned 
both sellers and buyers to ex-
pect frenzied activity, record-
breaking prices, and homes 
selling before they officially 
hit the market. But that chap-
ter has officially closed.

A Return to the “Old 
Normal”

For those who’ve been 
in Highlands real estate long enough, this 
year feels like a return to the pre-pandemic 
rhythm. The season truly began on July 4th, 
echoing the traditional pace from years past. 
The days of  winter contracts and off-season 
bidding wars seem distant now.

What’s Behind the Caution?
Several factors have converged to re-

shape the landscape:
• Buyer Hesitation: Today’s buyers are 

more discerning and cautious. Uncertainty 
in the broader economy, fluctuating interest 
rates, and the natural ebb and flow of  real 
estate cycles have many taking a pause, ask-
ing more questions, and weighing decisions 
carefully.

• Hurricane Helene’s Lingering Impact: 
The tail end of  2024 saw an abrupt halt in 
activity as Hurricane Helene’s aftermath 
effectively shut down the last quarter — a 

period when many homes 
would typically have gone 
under contract. That slow-
down spilled into the first 
half  of  2025, leaving a back-
log of  inventory that’s just 
now being absorbed.

• A Harsh Win-
ter: A particularly cold and 
icy winter deterred early-year 
visits, further delaying buyer 
engagement. But with sum-
mer now in full swing, buy-
ers are returning — albeit at 
a more measured pace.

Sellers: Adjusting Ex-
pectations

It’s important for sellers to under-
stand that the COVID boom prices are 
no longer the benchmark. The Highlands 
market is still healthy, but it’s no longer in 
overdrive. Properties need to be priced re-
alistically, presented wisely, and marketed 
with precision to attract today’s buyer.

Buyers: Opportunity with Patience
For buyers, this return to a more bal-

anced market presents an opportunity. 
There’s less pressure to make snap deci-
sions, and in many cases, more time to con-
duct due diligence. However, well-priced, 
high-quality properties with long-range 
views, interesting architecture, or walk-to-
town locations are still moving quickly.

In Summary, the Highlands real estate 
market of  2025 is stabilizing after years 
of  extremes. We’ve traded pandemic ur-
gency for a season that feels more familiar, 
more thoughtful, and — frankly — more 
sustainable. For both buyers and sellers, 
success in this market will require realistic 
expectations, patience, and trusted local 
guidance.

• Jody and Wood Lovell own Highlands/
Cashiers Sotheby’s International Realty celebrating 
twenty-five years of  successfully representing sellers 
and buyers on the Plateau. The Number One Pro-
ducing Firm on the MLS in 2024, their fifty plus 
brokers are ready to assist you in achieving your 
real estate goals. Call them at 828.526.4104 for 
a customized property update or market analysis.
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828.482.5022 | HighlandsCashiersCIRE.com | 210 North Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741

Thank You To Our Amazing Clients Who Helped Us Become 
Fastest Growing Luxury Brokerage On The PlateauFastest Growing Luxury Brokerage On The Plateau

We are proud to be Highlands’ Top Production Brokerage Office for the 
first half of 2025.*

Please join us on Saturday, July 19th as we co-host the 
Saturday’s on Pine Concert Series in Kelsey-Hutchinson Park.

*Based on individual office production data from 1/1/2025 to 6/30/2025 as reported by HCBOR MLS.
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•hIghlanDS DInIng•

Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p • Sun. 11a to 7p 
Closed Tuesdays

828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
at Highlander Mountain House 

Open for 
LUNCH

Wednesday-Saturday
11:30-3p

Open for
SUNDAY BRUNCH

with Blue Grass music
10a-3p

Open for 
DINNER

Wednesday-Saturday
5:30-9p

highlandermountainhouse.com
290 Main Street • Highlands • 828-526-2590

Now serving wine, 
beer & coffee! 

Open to the public!

Coffee Bar 8a to 4p daily
Wine/Beer Bar:
Thurs-Sat 5-10p

Monday - Thursday, 11 am - 3 pm
Friday - Saturday, 11 am - 8 pm

226 South 4th Street • Highlands, NC 
Highlandsburrito.com

NEW DINNER HOURS!

208 N. 5th St. • Village Square • Next to Pine St. Park

Sandwich shop and 
gourmet food market

Open Year-Round
Mon.-Fri.. 11:30a to 4p 

Sat., noon-7

The Secret Garden

Call (828) 305-7509 to place a pick-up order.
Catering and Custom Charcuterie

Courtyard and Indoor seating!Courtyard and Indoor seating!

531 Smallwood Ave | 828-526-9419 | Highlands

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round
Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Lunch: 11a-3:30p 
Dinner: 

5:30p - closed

Open 7 Days 
for Lunch & Dinner

828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com
US 64w • Highlands

42 Years of Fine Dining
OPEN
7 nights
5:30-9p

Open: Tues.-Fri – 9a-5:30p; Sat. – 9a-5p: Closed Sun. & Mon.
493 Dillard Rd. • Highlands • (828) 526-2762
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MEXICAN RESTAURANT
& TEQUILA BAR

HIGHLANDS
NORTH CAROLINA

72 Highlands Plaza • Highlands • 828-482-2974

OPEN: Monday-Saturday 11a to 9p

•DInIng•

Japanese • Asian • Thai

Open: Mon. to Sun. (Closed Wed.)
Lunch 11:30a to 3p • Dinner 4:30p-9:30p

828-787-1680 • 828-787-1900
151 Helens Barn Ave. • Highlands

29
Ice Cream 
Flavors!

19
Popsicle 
Flavors!

Summit Sweet Ice Cream Shop 
In Wright Square • 173 Main Street 

Open 7 days a week •11a to 8p.

• See OBITUARIES page 10

•obItuary•

Join Our Team as the Join Our Team as the 
Business & Member Business & Member 
Ser vices Manager!Ser vices Manager!

The Highlands Chamber of  Commerce/
Visit Highlands, NC is seeking a dynamic and 
dedicated individual to fill the role of  a full-time 
Business & Member Services Manager. This cru-
cial position acts as the liaison to our business 
community.

Key Responsibilities:
• Membership Recruitment and Reten-

tion: Engage with and grow our member base.
• Program and Event Development: Plan, 

execute, and manage impactful events and pro-
grams for our members.

• Data Tracking and Reporting: Maintain 
detailed records and provide insightful reports.

Ideal Candidate:
• Highly Organized: Ability to manage 

multiple tasks efficiently.
• Sales Acumen: Proven skills in sales and 

engagement.
• Tech Proficient: Comfortable with stan-

dard office practices, computer fundamentals, 
and business software.

• Effective Communicator: Skilled in 
compiling data, and preparing correspondence, 
reports, and presentations.

Why Join Us?
• Collaborative Environment: Work with 

a supportive team dedicated to enhancing the 
community.

• Impactful Work: Play a key role in mak-
ing Highlands a better place to live, visit, and do 
business.

Ready to make a difference? Visit www.high-
landschamber.org/live-work/job-board to learn 
more and apply.

Wayne E Crowe, age 91, was 
called to his heavenly home on 
July 9, 2025.

Wayne was born September 
7, 1933, in Highlands, North Car-
olina, to Alvin and Pearl (Reed) 
Crowe. He was baptized at Short-
off  Baptist Church and longtime 
member of  Highlands United 
Methodist Church.

Wayne married Geraldine 
(James) on October 11, 1955. 
They were married 69 years. 

Wayne was a man of  faith; 
he didn’t have to tell you what he 
believed, he lived it. Wayne served 
as a Marine during the Korean War, a volunteer fireman for 
20 years, an EMT, and the American Legion. Even though 
he was legally blind for the last 20 plus years, he never failed 
to see the person in front of  him with love and respect. Ev-
eryone loved “Uncle Wayne.”

Wayne was preceded in death by his parents, Alvin and 
Pearl (Reed) Crowe, his siblings: Joe, Alvin Jr., Doris (Pick-
lesimer), Morris, and Merlin Crowe. Wayne is survived by 
his wife Geri (James) and two sons Michael (Kelly) and Bill 
(Beth) Crowe. Wayne is also survived by his four grandchil-
dren: Adam (Liyah), Allison, Evelyn, and Scott Crowe.

Memorials in lieu of  flowers may be sent to Highlands 
United Methodist Church, P. O. Box 1959, Highlands, North 
Carolina, www.highlandsmethodist.org

Online condolences can be left at www.bryantgrantfu-
neralhome.com

Bryant-Grant Funeral Home & Crematory served the 
Crowe family.

Wayne E Crowe

A final sendoff 
by Highlands 

Fire & Rescue.
Retired FD officers 
escorted Geri and 

her sons Bill and Mi-
chael Crowe to their 

vehicles which fol-
lowed the fire truck 

to the cemetery.
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Read 
Highlands Newspaper for free from everywhere ... on the street or 

on the web. 
Go to www.highlandsinfo.com. Click on Local News. 

Delivered and Uploaded every Thurs. AM

Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742 

AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

In the HEART of downtown Highlands
537 + 555 N 5th Street

4.80 acres +2 homes + barn
MLS # R103334 Offered for $5,950,000

...PLAYGROUND continued from page 1
$1,347,711 to date for the project. However, 
funding is short of  the $1.6 million needed 
to complete the project, fundraising efforts 
continue.

At the July regular meeting of  the 
Macon County Board of  Commissioners, 
Stiehler requested an additional $50,000 to 
help close the funding gap. 

The board voted unanimously without 
any hesitation to allocate the additional mon-
ey for the project. 

“You guys have done a tremendous job 
with the community raising money, and I 
think it is a project that is very worthy for 
the community and the county as a whole 
because we have many residents who live 
outside the city limits,” said Commissioner 
John Shearl.

 Shearl made the motion to allocate the 
additional funding from the county’s fund 
balance with Commissioner Gary Shields 
seconding the motion.

Last year, commissioners gave $350,000 
to the town for the project. Since the funding 
was not used in 2025 as originally planned, a 
budget amendment rolled over the funds for 
the project to this fiscal year’s budget.

Stiehler had hoped to augment fund-
raising with grants, but Highlands was turned 
down twice which has pushed the project to 
2026 instead of  2025. 

At tonight’s Town Board meeting, 
Stiehler will ask the Town of  Highlands 
for an additional $50,000 to help with the 
final fundraising efforts. 

“Back in 2022 we had an anonymous 
donor in the town come forward with 
$50,000 and wanted to start a campaign 
for a new playground,” said Stiehler.  “Our 
playground now, I don’t know if  that is 
what you even call that thing that we have 
at the rec park, is just one small piece of  
equipment for kids to play on.”

Stiehler thanked the commission for 
its $350,000 contribution. 

“As a board you have been generous 
to contribute $350,000 to the project,” he 
said. “The Town of  Highlands has con-
tributed $250,000 to that project, and I 
personally have raised $747,711 from the 
local community. When we get the funds, 
we will start grading the site and ordering 
the equipment.”

He is hopeful – with funds in hand 
– the grading process can begin and the 
playground can be completed the spring 
of  2026. 

Two of  the required three bids have 
come in.

To donate, send a check to PO Box 
460, Highlands, NC, 28741 or call the 
town with credit card at 828-526-2118. 
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Summer Pottery Show 
the 14th Annual 
Discover one-of-a-kind pottery handcrafted by 
Bascom Studio Members. From functional wares to 
sculptural pieces, works were created and fired on-
site. Proceeds support the artists and The Bascom’s 
Creative Community Initiative, bringing accessible 

arts experiences to our region.

323 Franklin Road Highlands, NC 
828.526.4949 | TheBascom.org

Friday & Saturday
10 am - 4 pm

July 
18-19

Funding is due in part to 
a Tourism Grant with 
Visit Highlands
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209 Hospital Drive, Ste. 304
Jane Woodruff Clinic Bldg • Highlands

(828) 550-3344
www.wenzelfacialsurgery.com

Restore your youthful appearance; 
Enhance your facial beauty.

Dr. Wenzel offers state-of-the-art 
cosmetic procedures including  

rhinoplasty, facelifts, eyelid surgery,  
  fillers and more. 

Before

After

Call today 
for a 

consultation. 
(828) 

550-3344

Cashiers Annual

ANTIQUES SHOW
GREAT NEW VENUE

THE VILLAGE GREEN COMMONS
160 FRANK ALLEN ROAD, CASHIERS

Friday, August 8th, EARLY BUYING 7:30a.m. - 9:00a.m. 
Friday, August 8th, Regular Hours 9:00a.m. - 5:00p.m.

Saturday, August 9th, 9:00a.m. - 5:00p.m.
Sunday, August 10th, 11:00a.m. - 4:00p.m.

VISIT WITH 40+ EXHIBITORS
Early Buying Tickets $35 Good All Days • Regular Tickets $18 Good All Days
Advance Tickets purchases available May 1st on Facebook & Website

4747 thth

Like us on Facebook       FOR MORE INFORMATION (828) 226-5325      CashiersAnnualAntiqueShow.com

...OBITUARIES continued from page 7

Cynthia Chambers Berg, 
beloved mother, grandmother, 
friend, and artist, passed away 
peacefully on July 4, 2025, in 
Highlands, NC, at the age of  
86. Born on New Year’s Eve in 
Jefferson City, MO, Cynthia was 
a spark of  light from the very 
beginning — a woman whose 
joyful spirit, boundless gener-
osity, and unmistakable laugh 
touched all who knew her.

The daughter of  Mau-
rice “Dude” and Mildred “Babe” Cham-
bers, Cynthia grew up in St. Louis, MO, 
and graduated from Webster High School. 
Her adventurous heart led her to Colorado 
Women’s College and later to San Francisco, 
where she worked for WCBS and encoun-
tered many of  the icons of  her time. Ulti-
mately, love brought her home — a whirl-
wind romance with William “Bill” A. Berg 
led to an engagement within weeks and a 
lifelong devotion that spanned decades. To-
gether, they raised two children, Bruce and 
Karen, and built a life filled with love, laugh-
ter, and purpose.

Cynthia had a vibrant and expressive 
soul, finding joy and fulfillment in the arts. 
After raising her two children, she pursued 
her passion for painting, becoming an active 
member of  the St. Louis Artists’ Guild and 
later the Highlands Art League. Her creativ-
ity was matched only by her warmth; she 
was known for welcoming friends — old 
and new — to her summer porch gather-
ings, where laughter and connection were 
always in abundance.

Deeply engaged in her communities, 

Cynthia was a member of  the 
St. Louis Woman’s Club and 
a generous supporter of  Op-
eration Food Search. In High-
lands, she was a long-time 
member of  Highlands Country 
Club, served on the board of  
the Highlands Art League, and 
was a proud member of  High-
lands United Methodist Church 
to which she looked forward to 
the weekly community dinner. 
Cynthia also contributed her 

support and heart to causes dear to her, in-
cluding St. Jude’s Children’s Research Hos-
pital and the ASPCA.

Cynthia loved to travel and treasured 
adventures taken with her mother, daughter 
Karen, and her beloved husband. From the 
rocky coasts of  Maine to the sun-drenched 
days in Scottsdale and Sarasota, she found 
joy in every journey. Yet no place meant 
more to her than Highlands, her cherished 
mountain town where she moved full time 
in 2013, and the place she found peace, 
friendship, and inspiration.

She is survived by her daughter Karen 
Dubrule, son-in-law Brian, and her four 
adored grandchildren: Katherine, Joseph, 
Benjamin, and Elizabeth Dubrule. She 
leaves behind a legacy of  compassion, cre-
ativity, and unconditional love.

A memorial service celebrating Cyn-
thia’s life will be held on Saturday, July 26, 
2025, at 2 PM at Highlands United Meth-
odist Church, 315 Main Street, Highlands, 
NC. Parking is available behind the church 
on Spring Street. A reception will follow at 
the church.

Cynthia Chambers Berg

July Special ��P!."t.��11:

INJECTABLES 
BOTOX 
XEOMIN $10 Per Unit 

DYSPod 
KYBELLA) 

$1500v 

Per Syringe 

JUVEDE�M
)

$100 Of!__/ 
Per Syringe 

828-482-4430
WWW.REJUVENATELASERCENTER.COM 828-349-1280
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Information is believed to be accurate, but not warranted. Specifi cation, pricing, and availability are subject to change without 
notice. See agent for details. Renderings are approximate only and are not meant to be exact depictions. Drawings are not to scale.

Upscale & exclusive single family homes in the heart of Highlands, NC

Here, a fortunate few will experience homes made with exquisite craftsmanship and set in a postcard-perfect location, 
all designed for balanced living between idyllic, intown connections and a landscape of untamed, natural beauty. 

Discover a life of greater harmony at Eight on Oak.

2 9 9  OA K  ST R E E T ,  HI G H L A N D S ,  NO R T H  C A R O L I N A  28 7 4 1

Contact our sales team for more information.
P A T  G L E E S O N :  ( 8 2 8 )  7 8 2 - 0 4 7 2

D E B O R A H  “ B E E ”  G L E E S O N :  ( 4 0 4 )  3 0 7 - 1 4 1 5
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Experience   Expertise   Authenticity

Marci Sherwood
Community

Marketing Director,
Highlands

Don Jowdy
Founder and Chief

Investment
Officer,

Highlands - Tampa

Robin Cook
Sr. Vice President,
Prosperity Advisor,
Highlands - Sanibel

Investment advisory services are offered through Suncoast Equity Management, LLC,a Securities and Exchange Commission Registered
Investment Advisor.

  828-487-8009   431 N. 4th Street SuncoastEquity.com

Highlands, NC       Tampa, FL       Sanibel, FL

Peggy Crosby Centerpresents 
PEGGY'S HEROES 2024
The Board of Directors, Staff and Tenants of the Peggy Crosby Community Service Center are grateful for the generosity of our 2024 Donors. 

THANK YOU! 
FRANKLINIA CLUB 

Kitty & Glenn Bosio • Gina Cogswell 
Cullasaja Women's Outreach • Jane Jerry

Laurel Garden Club • Mountain  Findings, Inc.

RHODODENDRON CLUB 
Mr. & Mrs. Cecil Conlee • Ronald & Marjory Elliott

The Hack Foundation, Inc. • Paula Jones
Mr. James Kimmel • Elizabeth & Charles King • Ben & Cheryl Magoon

Barry & Leslye Seidel • Susan & Robert E. Smith 
Bob & Sandie Trevathan • Ms. Jane Webb • Sheryl & Jimmy Youell

MOUNTAIN LAUREL CLUB 
Mr. & Mrs. W. Bradley Beard • Linda & Scott Carter • Susan Day

Dunlap Williamson Fund • Cindy & Craig Fravert • Dr. David & Vesta Jones 
Adrian King • Fran & Dennis Leftwich • Keith Patten

Lisa & Bill Richards • Mr. Cary Saurage II • Linda & Paul Schowalter

FORSYTHIA CLUB 
Berkshire Hathaway Meadows Mountain Realty • Vickie Betts

Bryson's Food Store, Inc. • Janet & Dick Chitty • Andrew Chmar
John & Ann Day • Kathy & John Eastman • Paul Field • Robert Holt

Julia & Edwin Hussey • Ellis & Gordon McIntyre • Charlene McNabb
Larry & Mary Ann Ray • Jack L. Sapolsky & Richard Bordeaux

Fred & Kathy Smith • Bill & Cynthia Tanner

FRIENDS OF THE PEGGY 
Chip & Susan Abernathy • Joan & Jay Betts • Bill & Sally Blank • Debi & David Bock 
Samantha Cohen • Bill & Joan Dyer • Don & Sara Mac Germano • Noelle Haft Keith 
& Janice Hall • Art & Vicki Heller • Todd Holder • Mr. & Mrs. Richard L. Kohn Lila 
& Slocum Howland • Mr. & Mrs. William Mauldin • Beth & Bill Neidlinger Martin 

Rosenfield & Donna Woods • Cathy Temple

permitting. 
Health Board Chair Jerry Hermanson 

introduced the members of  the health board 
to the commissioners.

North Carolina Law (NC General 
Statute Article 2, Section 130A-34) requires 
Boards of  Health to consist of  11 members; 
eight designated professionals and three 
members of  the general public. The Board 
of  Health is appointed by the commission-
ers.

The Macon County Board of  Health is 
currently made up as follows:

Professionals: Dr. Matt Corbin, Dentist, 
Vice Chair; Angie Stone, Nurse Representa-
tive; Garrett Higdon, Engineer; John Shearl 
and Josh Young, County Commissioners; 
Carlos Vargas, Physician; Roy Lenzo, Vet-
erinarian; Pharmacist, Courtney Patrick; Op-
tometrist, Vacant

Members of  the General Public: Jerry 
Hermanson, Chair; Steve Grissom, General 
Public; Nathan Feibelman III, MD, General 
Public

BOC Chairman Josh Young opened the 
discussions between the two boards.

“I think by design there are some flaws 
in the system,” said Young. “I think what’s 
happening is that we are receiving a lot of  
complaints, and we are reaching out to your 
board asking for help. I think tonight is an 
opportunity to meet face to face and have 

some healthy discussion on what we can do 
to help each other.”

After members of  both boards were 
given the opportunity to speak, it became 
very clear that communication is a major 
problem between the two boards. Many 
members of  the health board expressed 
their concern that they were unaware of  
any problems with the health department 
and were hearing about these complaints 
for the first time at the joint meeting.

“I am a little concerned that you have 
received complaints about the operations 
of  the health department yet no one has 
come to us with those concerns,” said Her-
manson. “We are all dedicated to making 
sure all things run well; if  we don’t know 
there are problems, and we’re not commu-
nicated with we can’t do our job. We would 
like to know when problems are going on.”

A major concern of  some commis-
sioners is the lack of  authority they have 
over the health department. The continual 
stream of  complaints received by the com-
missioners convinced Commissioner Barry 
Breeden that something has to be done. His 
solution was to make a motion to take over 
the authority of  the health department; the 
motion was seconded by Commissioner 
John Shearl. The motion also includes that 
the board of  health become an advisory 

...HEALTH continued from page 1

• See HEALTH page 13
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Program Highlights

Call (828) 526-8811 or visit
www.clehighlands.com to register
today!

Shifting Alliances: Navigating the Future of U.S. 
Foreign Policy in a Changing World
Presenter: Matthew Auer, Friday, July 18, 10am-noon,
$30 Members /$40 Nonmembers

The Canonic Phenomenon of Stravinsky’s Rite of 
Spring: Primitivism, Myth, and Modernity
Presenter: Ben Arnold, Saturday, July 19, 10am-noon,
$30 Members /$40 Nonmembers

Henry Ossawa Tanner: America’s First 
Internationally Recognized African-American 
Artist
Presenter: Dr. Eleanor Jones Harvey, Tuesday, July 22, 
2-4pm, $30 Members /$40 Nonmembers

Join us after Dr. Harvey’s presentation from 4:30-6:30 at High 
Country Wine & Provisions for a wine reception!

Unearthing the Past: Geological Foundations 
and the Quest for Lithium in the Carolinas
Presenter: Drew Coleman, Wednesday, July 23, 2-4pm,
$30 Members /$40 Nonmembers

Understanding Generative AI: Demystifying the 
Technology Shaping Our Future
Presenter: Jennifer Claggett, Thursday, July 24, 10am-noon,
$30 Members /$40 Nonmembers

Weathering the Storm: Understanding Climate’s 
Impact on Our Future
Presenter: Dr. J Marshall Shepherd, Friday, July 25, 10am-noon,
$30 Members /$40 Nonmembers

Triumph and Tragedy: Zionism, the Palestinians, and 
the Creation of Israel, 1917-1948
Presenter: Kevin Jones, Monday, July 28, 2-4pm, $30 Members/
$40 Nonmembers

The Gun and the Olive Branch: Palestinian Armed 
Struggle and the Peace Process, 1967-2025
Presenter: Kevin Jones, Tuesday, July 29, 10am-noon,
$30 Members/ $40 Nonmembers

Introduction to Alcohol Inks
Instructor: Mary Cavaioli, Wednesday, July 30, 10am-
noon, $85 Members/ $95 Nonmembers

TRUNK SHOW JULY 

K
SWAN

233 North 4th Street   Highlands, NC 28741 
828.526.2083   ckswan.com

Just down from Old Edwards Inn & Spa

2 6

committee to the commissioners.
Commissioners went on to unani-

mously vote to move forward with assum-
ing the authority over the health board. 
A law enacted by North Carolina in 2012 
allows the commission to have authority 
over a health department. About half  of  
the board of  commissioners across the 
state have authority over their health de-
partments.

Before commissioners can move for-
ward with adopting such a change, they are 
required to hold a public hearing to get fur-
ther input from the public.  Commissioners 
will hold the public hearing at the Septem-
ber meeting of  the board.

“My concern is that as an elected body 
of  the people, by the people and for the 
people, in my opinion it is wrong to have an 
appointed board by this elected board to be 
in complete control of  the health depart-

ment,” said Shearl. “The appointed board 
of  health should be an advisory board to 
this elected body of  commissioners. The 
board of  health was not elected by the peo-
ple and should not have sole authority over 
this agency. The board of  commissioners 
and the county manager should be in con-
trol of  overseeing this agency.” 

Commissioner Breeden said he was 
concerned about the morale within the 
health department.

“The morale within the health de-
partment is very low,” he said. “We would 
become the board of  health, but we are 
not the board of  health. I really fear that 
if  we don’t do something we are going to 
lose some employees because morale is so 
low,” he said. “I have been told by several 
employees that it is a very toxic work envi-
ronment.”

...HEALTH continued from page 12

...MAYOR continued from page 2
sued the firefighter’s last call. Wayne’s name 
was called three times, with a moment of  
silence in between each call. In the end, 
the dispatcher thanked Wayne for over 
20 years of  service to the Highlands Fire 
Department and to the Highlands commu-
nity. Here again, Wayne was an example of  
a person striving to live a life of  personal 
excellence.  I know that as a younger man, 
Wayne would always answer those fire calls 

because he was concerned about his fellow 
Highlanders’ safety and their property.  His 
commitment helped Highlands and its citi-
zens to flourish. He also set an example for 
all of  us to pursue the good, to seek personal 
excellence, and to serve others. He was a 
good man that his family and this town will 
miss. A life well-lived is what we all should 
strive for



GGOOOODD
DDEEEEDDSS
DDOONNEE  HHEERREE

Read Highlands Newspaper for free from everywhere ... 
on the street or on the web.

Go to www.highlandsinfo.com. Click on Local News. 
Delivered and Uploaded every Thurs. AM

STUART SLOAN, REAL ESTATE LAWSTUART SLOAN, REAL ESTATE LAW
828-482-8088 STU@SLOANVANHOOK.COM828-482-8088 STU@SLOANVANHOOK.COM
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accepting new clients in
Highlands and Franklin, NC!

Nicole Dilbeck MAEd.,LCMHCA, 

LCASA www.aligntherapywnc.com

nicole@aligntherapywnc.com

828-526-6370

Align Therapeutic,

PLLC

Mental Health Therapy 

Depression

Anxiety

Life Transitions

Trauma/PTSD

Caregiver Burnout 

Substance Abuse/Addiction

ilAC 
PERFORMiN6 ARTS CENTER 

HIGHLANOS , NC 

THE MODERN 
GENTLEMEN 

Sunday, July 20 I 4 pm

•bIz/org neWS•
Highlands School’s Lamb to serve on  

NCHSAA board of directors
Highlands High School 

is proud to announce that 
Athletic Director Brett 
Lamb has been selected to 
serve on the North Carolina 
High School Athletic Asso-
ciation (NCHSAA) Board 
of  Directors for a four-year 
term, from 2025 to 2029. 
Lamb will represent Region 
8, which encompasses all of  
Western North Carolina.

The NCHSAA Board 
of  Directors collaborates 
with NCHSAA staff, the 
North Carolina Athletic 
Directors Association 
(NCADA), and the North Carolina Coaches 
Association. These organizations work in 
concert to provide governance and guidance 
to all member schools within the NCHSAA. 

Lamb previously served 
on the NCADA from 
2021 to 2025.

“It is a great honor 
to be chosen to serve on 
the Board of  Directors 
and represent Region 8,” 
said Lamb. “The asso-
ciation is moving into a 
new era with eight classi-
fications for our schools. 
This, along with many 
ever-changing compo-
nents, will be a definite 
challenge, but one I look 
forward to helping lean 
into those changes.”

Lamb brings a wealth of  experience 
to his new role, entering his 28th year as a 
teacher and coach, with 15 years as an ath-
letic director.



Highlands Newspaper -Thurs., July 17, 2025 - 828-200-1371 - Page 15

Week Three Concerts July 19-22

Saturday, July 19th, Highlands, 5 PM I Sunday, July 20th, Cashiers, 5 PM 
"The Rites of Spring" 

Julie Coucheron & Elizabeth Pridgen, piano; Chee-Yun, violin 
Monday, July 21st, Highlands, 5 PM I Tuesday, July 22nd, Cashiers, 5 PM 

"Musical Stories" 
Chee-Yun, violin; Jesse McCandless, clarinet; Eleni Katz, bassoon; 

Omar Lateef, trumpet; Gabriel Colby, trombone; Jonathan Colbert, bass; 
Scott Pollard, percussion; Richard Prior, narrator; Julie Coucheron, piano ri1 e�s"����� 

CHAMBER 

�.�T�JA� 

Highlands-Cashiers Chamber Music Festival 
www.h-cmusicfestival.org I hccmfnc@gmail.com I (828) 526-9060 

Highlands Performing 
Arts Center (PAC) is pleased 
to announce the appointment 
of  Charlotte Muir as Develop-
ment Director, effective im-
mediately. Muir brings more 
than 15 years of  nonprofit 
leadership experience, along 
with a strong track record in 
fundraising, board relations, 
and strategic growth.

As Development Direc-
tor, Muir will lead PAC’s fun-
draising initiatives to support 
program expansion and en-
hancement plans. Her appointment comes at 
a pivotal time for PAC as it continues to thrive 
as Highlands’ home for the performing arts.

Muir has worked with local nonprofits in 
Highlands for the past nine years.  Prior to 
moving to Highlands, she served as the The-
atre Director for the Vilar Performing Arts 
Center in Beaver Creek, CO.  

“Charlotte’s combination of  fundraising 

experience, community-ori-
ented vision, and passion 
for the arts makes her ideal 
for this role,” said PAC 
Executive Director Jeanne 
Piazza. 

“I’m honored to join 
the PAC at this exciting 
time,” said Muir. “I look 
forward to growing local 
and regional support as we 
continue to provide world 
class performing arts right 
here on the Plateau. Per-
forming arts is my passion 

and I couldn’t be happier than to be work-
ing here at PAC.”

Muir will oversee fundraising opera-
tions, including annual campaigns, major 
gifts, memberships, and grant writing. She 
will collaborate closely with HPAC’s lead-
ership team to align development goals 
with the PAC’s mission and long-term vi-
sion.

•bIz/org neWS•
Muir appointed Development Director at 

Highlands Performing Arts Center
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Each Friday and Saturday night from May through 
September, the Highlands Chamber of Commerce/

Visit Highlands, NC hosts live music downtown.

Outdoor Concert Series

Join us for our July concerts!
All shows take place from 6 – 8:30 p.m.

Independence Day
JULY 4

Diverse Groove 
**Special holiday concert in

Kelsey Hutchinson Founders Park**

JULY 11
Nitrograss

JULY 18
Johnny Webb Band

JULY 25
ABC Combo

visithighlandsnc.com

Friday Night Live 
Town Square | 343 Main Street

Saturdays on Pine 
Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park

411-499 Pine Street
Showcasing traditional

mountain music and local talent Featuring a variety of popular, 
regional bands and musicians 

JULY 5
Silly Ridge

**Special holiday Saturday
concert in  Town Square**

JULY 12
Shane Meade & The Sound

JULY 19
The Breakfast Club

JULY 26
The Boomers

...STROKE continued  from page 1
The amazing part? From the 

time Rose came through the doors 
at Highlands-Cashiers Hospital until 
she received the clot-busting drug 
use for stroke patients was only an 
astonishing 13 minutes. The national 
average “door-to-needle” time for 
stroke patients in the US is around 
50-60 minutes. The goal, as set by 
the American Heart Association, is 
to administer the clot-busting medi-
cation within 60 minutes of  a stroke 
patient’s arrival at the hospital. HCA 
Healthcare’s goal for its hospitals is 
40 minutes or less. To do it all in only 13 
minutes was amazing.

With stroke, time is brain. Meaning, the 
faster the clot-busting drug is administered, 
the less damage to the brain. Because of  the 
quick actions of  the HCH team, Rose has no 
deficits or mobility issues from her stroke. 

“We constantly practice and make im-
provements to our processes to assure our 
patients get the best care possible,” said Tom 
Neal, CEO of  Highlands-Cashiers Hospital. 
“Every minute we can shave off  could mean 
a fuller recovery from the stroke. Rose’s ex-
perience is why we do what we do.”

Stroke is the fifth leading cause of  death 
in the United States and the fourth in North 
Carolina. Swift access to care, like Rose re-
ceived, dramatically increases survival and 
recovery chances.

“Administering the clot-busting drug 
quickly gives our patients the best shot of  
not having long-term disabilities,” said Hol-
lis Whitehead, Director of  Clinical Opera-
tions at Highlands-Cashiers Hospital. “We 
work hard to ensure our patients can con-
tinue to live their life beyond their stroke. 
Rose is a perfect example of  how efficient, 
compassionate care can lead to no impact 
from a stroke,” said Whitehead.

The team at Highlands-Cashiers Hos-
pital was able to safely and efficiently care 
for Rose the moment she arrived to the ER 
via EMS, building her confidence that she 
could be helped so close to home.

After receiving the clot busting drug, 
Rose started to regain feeling and her speech 
even before being transferred to HCA 
Healthcare’s Mission Hospital in Asheville 
for further treatment and follow up care. 
Rose was in the Mission Hospital ICU for 
several days, before being discharged. 

“Everyone at Mission Hospital was 
great – spot on and just wonderful,” said 
Rose. “From the nurses and doctors and 
everyone else, I got all kinds of  attention 
– it seemed like someone was in my room 
every 15 minutes. They were fantastic.”

Now fully recovered, Rose is back 
home and grateful. “If  you have any issues, 
Highlands-Cashiers Hospital is wonderful 
and they can take care of  you right here in 
Highlands,” she said. “I think they are an-
gels. I’ve been very blessed to have the care 
I had. I’m very thankful.”

As for her experience, Rose calls it 
“an amazingly short story”—but one that 
speaks volumes about the power of  fast, 
coordinated care close to home.

HCA’s Hollis Whitehead and Tom Neal with Tom and Rose Hill.



Your Ear, Nose and Throat (ENT) & Audiology Care  
All in One Location! 

Dr. Erica McVey, Audiologist 
University of Texas 

Dr. Keith Jackson, MD, ENT 
Emory University and  
Medical College of Georgia 

Contact: (706) 782-0478

162 Legacy Point Clayton, GA 30525

 
www.mountainlakesmedicalcenter.com / www.mlmcphysiciansgroup.com 

CONNECT
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• See LETTERS page 21

•letterS•
Dear Editor,

The July 3 issue of  the Highlands 
Newspaper included two letters to the edi-
tor that accused left-wing people of  being 
anti-American. 

Ed McCloskey accused people “on the 
left” of  “root[ing] against America,” and 
Bodie Catlin asserted that the recent No 
Kings rallies were staged by “left wingers 
and America haters.”

Since I am politically left of  center, 
and since I attended the No Kings rally in 
Highlands, I stand accused by these writers 
of  hating my country.

I take exception to that.
My father was a World War II fighter 

pilot and an officer in the US Army. I grew 
up on Army bases, surrounded by people 
who were prepared to die for their country, 
and maybe that’s where my love of  coun-
try began. Or maybe I fell in love with the 
United States during the cross-country trips 
my family took as we moved from one duty 

station to another across this huge, beautiful, 
fascinating land. The sheer size, grandeur, 
and cultural variety of  my country was truly 
awe-inspiring to me. And finally, my patrio-
tism was reinforced by everything I learned 
in school about the enlightened principles 
our Founding Fathers laid out for this coun-
try back in the 1700s. For each and all of  
these reasons, I am 100 percent committed 
to the United States of  America. I am as pa-
triotic as they come.

So Mr. McCloskey and Mt. Catlin are 
wrong about me, and they’re wrong about 
the left wing in general. People attended 
No Kings rallies not because they hate their 

country but because they love it, and be-
cause they cherish the democratic principles 
on which it is based. Neither Donald Trump 
nor the right-wing zealots who support him 
have any real understanding of  those prin-
ciples. They love to wave Old Glory and sing 
the “Star-Spangled Banner,” but they don’t 
understand the concepts behind those sym-
bols. Specifically, they don’t know what “de-
mocracy” and “fascism” mean or how to tell 
the difference between the two. Understand-
ing all that might require reading a book, and 
it’s much easier just to tune in to right-wing 
propaganda and mindlessly parrot every 
hateful, destructive thing it says. To me, that 

doesn’t qualify as patriotism. There’s noth-
ing patriotic about being brainwashed.

The ”patriotic” rhetoric coming out 
of  the right wing doesn’t fool me. You can 
call yourself  a Patriot with a capital P until 
you’re blue in the face, and until or unless 
you show some understanding of  demo-
cratic principles, I will consider you anti-
American. Meanwhile, I’ll stand with the 
true patriots — the people who attended 
the No Kings rallies because they’re terri-
fied that right-wing ignorance will destroy 
our beloved country.

Emily Wright
Satolah

‘True patriots’ attended the ‘No Kings’ rally

Dear Editor:
Many American servicemen feel duty-

bound to oppose combat Marines being de-
ployed in American cities. I’m one of  them.

First of  all, this president is in clear 

Now is the time to 
stand up by 

standing down

Dear Editor,
It is only fitting that moments after 

gathering to celebrate the life of  fellow 
volunteer fireman Wayne Crowe, that a 
911 call to Highlands Fire and Rescue was 
made by a volunteer at Mountain Findings. 
Within minutes two fire trucks and a rescue 
truck arrived with several of  the gentlemen 
still in full dress. A small fire erupted after 
attempting to test a donated propane patio 
heater. Prepared with our fire extinguisher 
in hand, the fireman were there before we 
had to pull the pin. 

Mountain Findings is so grateful to all 
the first-responders that serve this commu-
nity, but want to extend a word of  thanks 
for the Highlands firemen who serve oth-
ers and kept our small incident just that. 
Small. Thank you. 

Footnote and lesson learned: we won’t 
be accepting any more pressurized contain-
ers! With gratitude,

Jill Helmer
President, Mountain Findings

Thanks to HF&R



SpIrItually SpeakIng  • placeS to WorShIp •
BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor (828) 421-1315

Sundays: School:10 a.m. , Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298

Sundays: School at 9:30; Worship 10:30
 GRACE CHAPEL ON HIGH HOLLY

9615 Dillard Rd Scaly Mountain, N C.
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas. http://www.Graceonhighholly.com

Sunday School 9:45; Worship 11; Prayer Service Wed 5:30p Men’s 
and Women’s Bible Study throughout the week 

CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 
The Rev’d Dr. Michael Matlock, Rector

464 U.S. Hwy. 64E, Cashiers, NC 
CAC@christanglicancashiers.org • 828-743-1701

Sunday: Adult Christian Ed, 9:15a; Holy Eucharist, 10:30a; Fellowship 
11:45a; Wed: Bible Study/Contemplative Prayer, 5p

CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY. CASHIERS
Pastor Jacob Tedder • Jacob@cashiers.church • 743-5470 www.

cashiers.church
Sun. 10:45a; Wed Study5:15p supper and childcare.

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH
283 Spring Street - Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m.

Testimony meeting: 3rd Wednesday at 5:30 p.m.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH

www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC • Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  

Sun: Service 10:45am, Children’s 10:30am
Wed.: Youth 5:30-7pm; Women’s Bible Study: Mon. 4:30pm, Tues. 

10am; Men’s Bible Study: Wed. & Thurs. 7am @ Zookeeper Bistro
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY

706. 746.3144 • 696 Sky Valley Way #447 
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas

Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd Sunday 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. W. Bentley Manning, Rector • 526-2968
5th and Main streets • www.incarnationwnc.org

Sunday: Rite I, spoken, 8 am in Chapel, Rite II with Choir 10:30 am 
in Sanctuary, Wed: Healing Eucharist 12 pm in Chapel, 

Morning Prayer: Mon-Thurs 8:30 am in Chapel
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS

828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor • 220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Women’s 10:30 am
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Rev. Emily Wilmarth, pastor, Rev. Kelley Connelly Asso. Pastor
828-526-3175 • fpchighlands.org

Sun.: Adult Ed.: 10a; Worship 11a.; Tues: Men’s Group 10a;
 Wed: Bell Choir 4p. Chancel Choir:5:30p
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH

(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 
Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am

GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship

242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814

Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 
HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH

Hwy 107N. • Glenville. NC • 743-2729 • Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a. Worship 11a & 7p. Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson • 11339 Buck Creek Road

The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily shar-
ing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.

Sunday Worship is at 9a. Wednesday Worship is 6:30p
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

 Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376
In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services

 909a Bluegrass and 11a Traditional
 www.highlandsmethodist.org

HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA
2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741

Rev. Ken Langsdrof
Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.

Visit our website: Holy Family Lutheran Highlands NC
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH

8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11. Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.

MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
Franklin • 828-634-1312 • mountainsynagoguewnc.com.

Services: 1st Fri. and 3rd Sat. and Rosh Hashanah & Yom Kippur. 
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 

743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church. 4224 Big Ridge 

(4.5 miles from NC 107) 
Weds: Youth Group 6 p.m.; Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; 

OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone – 526-2418
Sat. 4pm 5/24/25-10/25/25; Sun. - 11am 

SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby

Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 
ST. JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

Mass: Sun. 9a (English); Mon. 9:30a (Vatican II in Latin); Tues. 7p 
(Spanish); Wed.,9:30a (English)

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: • 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood

Sunday Service (summer): 8am, 9:30am & 11am
Visit our website: www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com 

Our Bazaar Barn supports outreach in the community.
Open Thurs - Sat. 11am-3pm

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 
85 Sierra Drive. Franklin • uufranklin.org  

Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers •828-743-2122
Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am
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Michael D. Matlock 
Rector
Christ Anglican Church

Jesus is our 
Good 

Samaritan

Jesus relates the famous parabolic story of  “The Good Sa-
maritan” in Luke 10:25-37. Like all the parables of  Jesus, a 
spiritual truth is expressed in an “every day story.” The story 

of  the good Samaritan has hidden depths, and one clue to them 
is the lawyer’s original question. He had asked not about a way 
of  life, but about a way to life: “What shall I do to inherit eternal 
life?” (10:25) 

Jesus’ questioner is a specialist in Jewish religious law, a 
man who exercises his argumentative prowess with Jesus. Je-
sus replies to the man on the man’s own terms, by positing a 
thought-provoking question right back to him: “What is written 
in the law? How do you read it?” (10:26) The expert in the law then 
answers Jesus that what is written in the law (which I highly 
summarize here) is to love God and love neighbor. (10:27) Like 
most good attorneys, this legal expert also wanted clarification 
on the exact definition of  the word neighbor, and so he asks 
Jesus “who is my neighbor?” And Jesus, knowing what was at 
the heart of  the legal expert’s question intrigued him with the 
parable of  the Good Samaritan.

Jesus begins his story with, “A man went down from Jerusalem 
to Jericho.” (10:30) Jerusalem, which is a city on a hill, is symbolic 
in the Scriptures of  heavenly Mount Zion. Heavenly Jerusalem 
stands for the way we ought to be. But not Jericho! It is the city 
of  sin and dysfunction, and it is the lowest city on earth in terms 
of  elevation. In Jesus’ story, a man gets beaten within an inch of  
his life on this road connecting the two cities. This beaten man 
represents you and me, people who are spiritually helpless and 
sinful without Jesus. 

As Jesus continues with the story, we learn that both a 
priest and a Levite come down this same road. (10:31-32) Al-
though they each see the beaten man, they, sadly, cannot help. 
They symbolize all official religions of  that time. Thirdly, the 
Samaritan, a despised outsider, comes passing through. (10:33) 
For the Jews of  Jesus’ time, Samaritans were hated beyond 
imagination because they were not pure Jews. Who does the 
Samaritan symbolize? Friends, it is Jesus the Messiah. He is the 
despised outsider, the carpenter from lowly Nazareth, “son” of  
the very poor Mary and Joseph, who stooped down for all of  
us on the cross of  Calvary. Jesus willingly dares to approach us 
in our present state, pours oil and wine into our wounded “sin 
sick” souls through the power of  the Holy Spirit, generously 
“pays” our way as we simply receive his loving care, unable to 
offer anything except gratitude in return. (10:34-35) 

Do not be fooled into thinking this is a simple, undevel-
oped story. To understand Jesus fully, we must first back up to 
“see” the story about how God treated us in our fallen, addict-
ed, and sinful state. Then after receiving his love, grace, mercy, 
forgiveness, and healing in the oil and wine, allow his love to 
flow through us to love our “neighbors” like he has loved us. My 
friends, do this and you will live. Just like the Samaritan woman 
who encountered Jesus, you will have a “spring of  water welling up 
to eternal life” in you. (John 4:14) If  you desire to talk about your 
spiritual journey, I invite you to reach out to me or one of  our 
staff  members at cac@christanglicancashiers.org.
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•polIce & FIre reportS•
Highlands Police entries from July 

7. Only the names of persons arrested, 
issued a summons/citation, issued a 
Class-3 misdemeanor or those of public 
officials have been used. 

July 7
• At 11 a.m., officers responded to a 

2-vehicle accident on Poplar Street.
July 8
• At 2:23 p.m., officers responded to a 

2-vehicle accident on Satulah Road.
• At 5:10 p.m., officers responded to a 

report of intimidation of a woman who was 
walking on Main Street who says she was be-
ing followed.

July 12
• At 5:15 p.m., officers responded to a 

2-vehicle accident on 5th Street.
The Highlands Fire & Rescue log 

from July 8.
July 8
• At 4:08 p.m., the dept. responded to a 

...HCCMF continued from page 1

NothiNg Like good geNesNothiNg Like good geNes
A great pair of  jeans is a wonderful thing!

Nancy’s & The Exchange
Fancys for Men

2060 Dillard Road, Highlands, NC.• 2 miles south of  Main St. • (828) 526-5029

Established in 1980 and 
now celebrating 46 years 

in business. 
Nancy offers her shoppers 

knowledgeable and 
personal service 

The Exchange offers men’s 
attire featuring classic and 

traditional fine tailored 
clothing. 

Find comfort and style in men’s and women’s jeans 

fire alarm at a location on N. 4th Street.
• At 4:55 p.m., the dept. responded to a 

motor vehicle accident on NC 106 (Dillard 
Road).

July 9
• At 4:42 a.m., the dept. responded to a 

fire alarm at a residence on Ken Drive.
• At 9:21 p.m., the dept. was first-respond-

ers to a residence on Bowery Road.
• At 11:14 p.m., the dept. was first-re-

sponders to a residence on Clubhouse Trail.
July 10
• At 11:50 a.m., the dept. responded to a 

fire alarm at a location on Main Street.
• At 12:27 p.m., the dept. responded to 

a motor vehicle accident on NC 106 (Dillard 
Road).

• At 4:48 p.m., the dept. responded to a 
Co2 alarm at a residence on Whiteside Moun-
tain Road.

• At 5:04 p.m., the dept. responded to a 
Co2 alarm at a residence on Whiteside Moun-

tain Road.
• At 6:48 p.m., the dept. responded to a 

fire alarm at a residence on Mirrormont Drive.
July 11
• At 1:16 a.m., the dept. was first-respond-

ers to a residence on Fairway Cottage Lane.
• At 5:42 p.m., the dept. responded to a 

motor vehicle accident on Buck Creek Road.
• At 6:27 p.m., the dept. responded to a 

fire alarm at a residence on Hemlock Circle.
• At 8:05 p.m., the dept. responded to a 

fire alarm at a residence on Mt. Lori Drive.
• At 11:02 p.m., the dept. responded to a 

Co2 alarm at a residence on Satulah Falls Lane.
July 12
• At 12:12 p.m., the dept. responded to a 

miscellaneous fire Mountain Findings.

• At 8:13 p.m., the dept. responded to a 
fire alarm at a residence on Whiteside Moun-
tain Road.

July 13
• At 11:20 a.m., the dept. was first-re-

sponders to a location on Main Street.
• At 5:16 p.m., the dept. was first-re-

sponders to a residence on Russell Ridge 
Road.

July 14
• At 2:25 p.m., the dept. provided mu-

tual aid on a motor vehicle accident on Buck 
Creek Road.

• At 6:59 p.m., the dept. responded to a 
call of a possible motor vehicle accident on 
Whiteside Mountain Road.

1302 Highlands Mountain Club
3/BD, 2BA turn-key upstairs unit. 

Updated, beautiful and furnished with 
stunning year-round views of  5 moun-
tain ranges. 

Highlands Mountain Club, near 
Highlands Country Club, is a 55+ club 
with all the amenities.

For more information, call Laura 
Cook at 470-316-4420 or email laurah-
cook60@gmail.com.

Offered for $730,000

Open House – Sat. & Sun. July 19 & 20 – noon to 3p

string music in the informal setting of  a 
coffee house in both the Highlands and 
Cashiers locations and lectures in conjunc-
tion with the Center For Life Enrichment. 
The popular Feasts of  the Festival, a series 
of  dinners given as fundraisers to support 
the Festival, continues to thrive.

Exceptional programs this season in-
clude the North Carolina Premiere of  Paul 
Coletti’s Viola Quintet with Paul Coletti 
and The Viano Quartet; The first White-
head Family Young Pianist Concert with 
Zitong Wang; Sharon Isbin, guitar with 
the Pacifica String Quartet; our Final Gala 
Concert “Cellobration” eight cellos led by 
Grammy winner cellist Zuill Bailey. Many 
other programs round out an outstanding 
Festival.

Saturday, July 19, in Highlands, at 
5pm and Sunday, July 20, in Cashiers at 

5pm is “The Rites of  Spring”  with Julie 
Coucheron and Elizabeth Pridgen, piano; 
Chee-Yun, violin 

On Monday, July 21 in Highlands at 
5pm and on Tuesday, July 22 in Cashiers at 
5pm it’s “Musical Stories” with Chee-Yun, 
violin; Jesse McCandless, clarinet; Eleni 
Katz, bassoon; 

Omar Lateef, trumpet; Gabriel Colby, 
trombone; Jonathan Colbert, bass; Scott 
Pollard, percussion; Richard Prior, narrator; 
and Julie Coucheron, piano.

They will be performing pieces by com-
posers Vivaldi, Grieg, Beethoven and “The 
Rite of  Spring by Stravinsky.

To continue HCCMF’s tradition of  
bringing the very best world-class musicians 
and repertoire to the Highlands-Cashiers 
plateau go to www.h-cmusicfestival.org.
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► 828-526-9325 ◄
Generators aren't just a "thing" we do, 

generators are all we do! 

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 log cabins nestled in 
the hemlocks 

on 25 acres at the base 
of Whiteside 
Mountain.

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

Ryan M. Bears
Branch Leader

Cell: 803-271-5426
Off ce: 828-526-8784 

ryan.bears@allentate.com

AALLLLEEN TN TAATTE RE REEAALLTTOORRSS//PPAAT AT ALLLLEEN RN REEAALLTTY GY GRROOUUPP  
HHIIGGHHLLAANNDDS & CS & CAASHSHIIEERRS NS NCC

2460 Cashiers Road • Highlands 828-526-2395
highlandslawnandgarden.com

Kiln dried 
FIREWOODFIREWOOD
Delivery or pickup

Quality Tree Care & Removal 18+ years

Fully Insured828-200-9217

estimates@mendozatree.com
mendozatreeservices.com

HIGHLANDS CHURCH
9a Sunday mornings

LIVE STREAM: Andy Stanley

Following Jesus makes your life better,
And makes you better at life!

For details, text Bee at 404-307-1415

Buck Creek Rd - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Road near the hospital

CHESTNUT STORAGE
Storage Units Available
Secure 24-Hour Access

Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms

Call today to find out why we’re
“Highlands Premier Facility”

828-482-1045 Look for our sign!

Crane 
Rentals 

Available

• • •

LISA THOMPSON
DOG SITTING

• daily drop-in visits
• overnight & extended 

stays
• dog walking

 828.424.4637

Align Therapeutic, PLLC 
Mental Health Therapy and Support Services 

Nicole Dilbeck, LCMHCA nicole@aligntherapywnc.com www.aligntherapywnc.com 828-526-6370Locations in Franklin and Highlands, NC 

Colleen Kerrigan, Broker
615-400-5498

colleen.kerrigan.wnc@gmail.com 

Authenticity, Honesty, Integrity 

Highlands Ollice 210 N. Fifth Street 
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Al  Stoneham
Realtor-Broker 

Luxury Home Specialist 
Licensed in NC & GA

Cell: 828-332-9767
al.stoneham@allentate.com

AALLLLEEN TN TAATTE RE REEAALLTTOORRSS//PPAAT AT ALLLLEEN RN REEAALLTTY GY GRROOUUPP  
HIHIGGHLHLAANNDSDS//SSCCAALLYY M MOOUUNNTTAAIINN//CCAASSHIHIEERRSS

•claSSIFIeDS•
HELP WANTED
THE HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS LAND TRUST 

SEEKS A DEVELOPMENT COORDINATOR. This 
administrative professional will report to the Development 
Director and support a growing fundraising program. This is a 
part-time position with seasonal requirements and flexibility. 
For the complete job description please see “Job Postings” 
under “About Us” at hcltnc.org. Resumes (and any inquiries) 
should be submitted via email to personnel@hcltnc.org. (st. 
6/26)

AVAILABLE
CLIMATE-CONTROLLED CAR STORAGE. Lim-

ited availability. Email if interested: LB@vsurgic.com (st. 3/6)
FOR SALE

DIVORCE FORCES SALE: 10-acre mountain top tract. 
360 views of App Trail & Bartram Trail. Road in place, easy build-
ing site, drive right to the top of Buck Knob in Scaly Mtn. $550k. 
exitmountain@gmail.com: 828-276-3569 (st. 7/17) 

1968 JAGUAR XKE S 1.5 ROADSTER CONVERT-
IBLE – Restored in very good condition 1 family owned All 
original paperwork available $80,000. 252-216-9197 (st. 7/3)

LAND - 7.5 miles south of Highlands, 8.64 acres with 
spring, by far the best view in the area at $200,000. 828-974-
1137. (5/1)

RV SITE - Class A only - in Wildflower Creek RV Resort. 
Just minutes from Highlands and Sky Valley. Full hook-up, con-
crete pad, landscaped and storage shed. $179,999. Also available, 
waterfront site, $399,999. For more info call 828-421-1709 or 
email bobnnancync@gmail.com. (st. 1/25)

SEASONED FIREWOOD - Any size load. call 828-342-
6806. (st. 1/25)

TINY HOME LOTS FOR SALE. $55k-$85k ea. Each 
lot comes with GREAT MOUNTAIN VIEWS, water, power, 

and sewer run to each lot. www.TinyMountainEstates.com for 
more info. (10/30/25)

FOR RENT
3BD/2BA HOUSE IN FRANKLIN – 74 Gibson Ridge 

Road. Short-or long-term. $1,500/mth. Call 828-526-2239 (st. 
7/17)

HIGHLANDS 1-2 SPACES – 1 large or 2 smaller spac-
es for rent in popular Mill Creek Shopping Center next door to 
Blue Bike Cafe. Each space is 800 sq/ft at $2,333/mo OR both 
spaces at 1,600 sq/ft for $4400/mo. Inquires to Debi: bock7@
me.com or 404-323-9444. (st. 7/10)

4 BDM/3 BATH HIGHLANDS – Updated farm home, 
located between Highlands & Cashiers off Hwy 64. $4,500/
month, includes all utilities with high speed wifi. Call Marcy 828-
482-4239 (st. 7/10)

2BD/2BATH SINGLE WIDE $1,200 per month inter-
net included. First last security. Mark 828-200-0765. (st. 5/29)

SERVICES 
PLATEAU PAINTERS – Interior and exterior painting, 

pressure washing, decks, and sanding and staining wood floors. 
Division of Chatlos Construction. Fully insured. Free estimates. 
Call Mike at 828-200-4071. (6/26) 

JUNK REMOVAL SERVICE – We take anything. Call 
828-200-0492 (7/31) 

DUMP RUNS. Competitive Pricing. Call for details. 828-
421-2655. (4/30) 

HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS HANDYMAN – Chatlos 
Construction – Remodels, Additions, Framing, Siding, Roofing, 
Decks, Painting. References. Insured. 828-200-4071. (4/30)

NEED FURNITURE MOVED OR ANYTHING 
HAULED AWAY? Call or text James of Going Gone at 828-
421-2655. (7/31)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/KEVIN VINSON: scan-
ning photos, slides & negatives to CD or DVD for easier viewing. 
Video transfer to DVD. Everything done in house. Leave message 
at 828-526-5208.

• Same-day service for most maintenance 
and routine repairs.

• Top-tier diagnostic & programming tools 
– just like the dealer.

•  New tire, alignment & balancing  
equipment for precision and speed.

• Same experienced technicians.

We’re proud to be a family-owned company with 43 years in the 
business, and even prouder to now serve the Highlands community.

~ Bob Saladna, Owner

Here’s what’s Here’s what’s 
Highlands Automotive Highlands Automotive 

is all about!is all about!

We service ALL domestic and foreign vehicles. 
Also serving customers in:

Atlanta, GA | Dallas, TX | Houston, TX
Come see the difference.

828-787-2360
2851 Cashiers Road, Highlands

...LETTERS continued from page 17
violation of  the Posse Comitatus Act of  1878, a federal U.S. 
law that restricts the use of  the military for law enforcement 
within the country. It prohibits the use of  federal troops to 
execute civilian laws unless explicitly authorized by the Con-
stitution or an Act of  Congress.

I served in the Naval Security Group, 20 years, under 
six presidents, all former Army or Naval Officers (Dwight 
Eisenhower to Jimmy Carter). None were perfect men nor 
did any claim to be. Neither did any one of  them entertain a 
fleeting thought of  igniting an armed mob to attack our Capi-
tol, killing or maiming its defenders (his own vice president if  
necessary), to overturn an election he knew he’d lost.

Like many servicemen of  my era I am deeply distraught 
that an amoral criminal, corrupt conman and grifter, a presi-
dent proven to care nothing for the rules of  law or justice, has 
so easily dismantled a constitutional democracy and replaced 
it with the despot-ruled equivalent of  a banana republic sur-
rounded by masked thugs and parasitic bootlickers. Knowing 
he couldn’t have accomplished this feat without the complic-
ity of  the Supreme Court and huge numbers of  our fellow 
citizens thinking this is all okay (or even good), does nothing 
to assuage my anguish.

The question has already been asked by a University of  
Texas professor; “How can the Commandant of  the Marine 
Corps act upon an illegal order by the POTUS and have 
United States Marines violate U.S. federal laws?” Is it possibly 

because our radically unethical Supreme Court, having ruled 
that this convicted Felon-in-Chief  cannot be held criminally 
responsible for anything he does as president, will simply get 
away with ordering them to do so?

Some former Marines are hopeful that active duty Ma-
rine generals will tell the troops to “stand down.” However, 
Marine Lieutenant General Walter Gaskin (Ret.), when asked 
what Marines would do if  ordered to fight American citizens 
on the streets of  America, responded: “Same thing we always 
do, what we’re trained to do, they have to follow orders.”

I think we can assume many Marines are as angry and 
are struggling every bit as hard as most of  the rest of  us right 
now.

I envision that by the time America prepares to celebrate 
its 250th birthday (about a year from now), absent a Hercu-
lean miracle, Donald Trump will have rendered what’s left 
of  our Constitution and representative form of  government 
substantially irrelevant and in its place his very own little fief-
dom, a well-established oligarchy with groveling lackeys in 
Congress to cheer him on, leaving the rest of  our representa-
tives milling around bleating like the helpless sheep they are.

One universal question remains. How much more dam-
age will Trump be allowed to inflict on the world order be-
fore some brave soul stands up and says: ENOUGH?

David Snell
Franklin
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•hIghlanDS area eventS•
POOL SCHEDULE
• Lap Swim: Mon.-Fri. 6am-

9:45am, and Saturday 10am-11pm 
- 6 lanes. Water Aerobics: 18 y+ 
Mon.-Fri. 10-11am with Karen 
Chambers. Adult Swim: 18y+ Mon.-
Thurs. 11am-3:30pm, Friday 11am-
1:30pm. Public Swim: Mon. thru Fri.. 
11a-7pm, Saturday 11am-6pm and 
Sunday 1-6pm

PICKLE BALL 
• At the Recreation Dept. ev-

ery Monday - Friday 10am-1pm 
indoors for the winter (notice the 
days and time has changed), 

THIS WEEK’S MOVIES
•No movies until September
MOUNTAIN FINDINGS 
• Open: 10 am - 1 pm. Spruce 

Street. www.mountainfindings.org
SATURDAY MARKET
• Farmers Market in KH 

Founders Park on Pine Street from 
8a-12:30p rain or shine.

ALL WEEK
• Alcoholics Anonymous: 

“Open Meetings” are for anyone 
who thinks they may have a drinking 
problem or for anyone interested 
in the A.A. program of recovery. 
Highlands Mountain View Group 
holds open meetings in Highlands 
at the First Presbyterian Church, 

471 Main St., on Monday at 5:30 PM 
and Wednesday and Friday at noon. 
Women’s Group 5:30, Tuesdays. The 
Cashiers Valley Group holds open 
meetings at the Albert Carlton Ca-
shiers Community Library Tuesday 
at 7 PM, Friday and Sunday at 5 PM, 
and Saturday at 9 AM. For more info, 
visit www.aawnc80.org or to speak 
with a member of AA 24/7 at 828-
349-4357.

Mon.Thurs.
• At First Presbyterian Church, 

ArtSpace is open from 9 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. The next exhibit will start in 
mid-August. For information contact 
fpchkelley@gmail.com 

Mon-Wed-Fri
• Aerobics with Tina Rogers 

8-9am at the Rec Park.
• Balance, Stretch & Strengthen 

Class at the Rec Park 8:30-9:30am. 
The cost for the class is $30 a month 
and is led by Cathy Hodgson. Call 
the Recreation Department at 828-
526-3556 for more information.

Mon., Tues., Thurs.
• The Food Pantry behind the 

Methodist Church on Spring Street 
is open from 10a-6p.

• Exercise Class with Michelle 
Lane at the Rec Park at 5:30. A com-
bo class with different types of exer-

cise. 828-526-3556
Mondays
• At the Literacy Council, Free 

Online Weekly Classes. 6:30 - 7:30p. 
Online via ZoomFor the link, visit 
http://theliteracyandlearningcenter.
org/esl

Second Mondays
• The local chapter of PEO, an 

off-campus sorority founded in the 
1800s that provides grants and loans 
to women with financial need who 
want to return to school or further 
their education meets at 10 a.m. For 
more info call president Paula Mc-
Donald at 706-372-3004 

2nd Tuesdays
• Highlands Writers Group 

meets on alternate Tuesday after-
noons at 3pm. Writers still uncom-
fortable with in-person gatherings 
may participate via Zoom meetings 
For more info contact Bud Katz at 
either 828-526-3190 or at budan-
dlynn@me.com 

Tuesdays
• Strength Training at the Rec 

Park 8:15-9:15 am. 
• At Wayfarers Chapel, Work-

shop for Writers – Tuesdays from 
5-6:30 PM. 

Wednesdays thru Sept.
• Farmers Market every 

Wednesday May-Sept. at the Cowee 
School Arts & Heritage building in 
Franklin at 51 Cowee School Dr.

2nd Wednesdays
• Hudson Library, in partnership 

with VAYA Health, is hosting an edu-
cational series on adult mental health 
topics, at 11 AM.. To register, stop by 
the library or cll 828-526-3031. 

2nd & 4th Wed.
• Digital Navigators will be at 

the Hudson Library the second and 
fourth Wednesdays 1PM - 3PM of 
each month to help patrons with 
their tech needs. Bring a smartphone, 
laptop, or other digital device to re-
ceive free assistance and support. No 
appts are required - all are welcome.

 Thursdays
• Kickboxing 8:15-9:15a. at the 

Rec Park. No martial arts background 
necessary Contact the Recreation 
Department at 828-526-3556 for 
more info.

• At First Presbyterian Church 
a free concert “Music for Prayer” 
at noon. These casual concerts are 
almost entirely improvised and last 
30-45 minutes. This offering is called 
Music For Prayer.

• At Hudson Library, special 
children’s events will be on tap on 
Thursday afternoons at 3:30 Kids 
Zone programs. 

• At the Highlands Nature 
Center, free Zahner Conservation 
Lectures at 6 p.m. Small reception 
follows.

Fridays
• At Hudson Library, Friday af-

ternoons at 2 PM, there’s a variety of 
children’s programs including board 
games, STEM programs, and crafts.

3rd Saturdays
• The American Legion Post 370 

meets at the First Methodist Church 
at 315 Main St. in their community 
room/909 chapel. We serve breakfast 
at 9a and hold our monthly meeting 
at 10a. We invite ALL veterans to at-
tend. Email ncpost370@gmail.com 
for more information or just join us 
at 9am.

Sundays through August
• Church in the Wildwood, on 

Horse Cove Road. Old Fashioned 
Hymn Sing 7-8 p.m.

Sundays
• At Wayfarers Chapel, Sunday 

Service: 10a Sunday Morning. Stick 
around for visitation and coffee hour 
immediately after service. (Coffee 
hour is replaced by potluck dinner 
the 1st Sunday of each month). 

Through July 20
• Online Macon County youth 

soccer registration ends July 20th 
and practice will begin the week of 
August 11th. Games will start Satur-
day, August 30th.

Wed., July 23, 30
• At the Literacy Council, Tin-

ker Time for Tots and Caregivers. 11 
am – Noon. FREE. No registration 
required

Thurs., July 17
• At First Presbyterian Church 

on Main Street, Family/Children’s 
Concert featuring the Gary Motley 
Trio co-sponsored by Highlands-Ca-
shiers Chamber Music Festival with 
Ice Cream Social following in Cole-
man Hall at 3pm. 

Fri., July 18
• At PAC, Rodney Marsalis’ 

Philadelphia Big Brass at 7:30 p.m. 
For tickets, go to highlandsperform-
ingarts.com/concerts.

• At Hudson Library, Atlanta/
Highlands author Maggie Bailey will 
introduce her recent cozy mystery, 
Quilty as Charged, on Friday July 18 
at 2PM. Books will be available for 
purchase and signing at this free pro-
gram. 

Sun., July 20
• At PAC, The Modern Gen-

tlemen – long time members of 
“Frankie Valli & The four Seasons – at 
4 p.m. For tickets, go to highlandsper-
formingarts.com/concerts.

July 21 – 25 
• At the Literacy Council, FREE 

summer camps. College Essay Boot 
Camp. 2 - 4 pm. High School Se-
niors and Recent Grads

Wed., July 23
• The Sky Valley Garden Club 

is hosting an Arts and Crafts Show 
on Wednesday from 10 am to 2 pm 
at the Sky Valley Country Club lo-
cated at 568 Sky Valley Way.

• At First Presbyterian Church 
on Main Street, Trey Clegg Cham-
ber Singers at 2pm.

Sun., July 27
• For the Literacy Council, 

Swingin’ Soiree at The Farm at Old 
Edwards. To purchase tickets and 
for information visit https://www.
theliteracyandlearningcenter.org/
swingin

Sun., July 27
• The Barak Norton Heritage 

Association cordially invites all 
descendants and friends of Barak 
Norton to the annual family re-
union on Sunday, at 11:30a. This 
year marks the 153rd anniversary 
of the family reunion started in 
1872 that is at the Historic Whi-
teside Cove School House located 
at 4601 Whiteside Cove Road, 
Highlands, NC.  Bring your favorite 
dish to share and join us for a day 
of music, stories, food, and fellow-
ship as we celebrate our mountain 
heritage.

July 28 - Aug. 1 
• At the Literacy Council., 

FREE summer camps. Craft Camp. 
1 - 4 pm. K - 2nd grade 

Sat. Aug. 2
• The Pop-Up Pipers will ap-

pear in unexpected locations 
throughout downtown Highlands 
4:30-5p.

Tues. Aug. 5
• National Night Out, where 

communities come together with 
law enforcement, first responders, 
and local organizations to build re-
lationships, have fun, and strengthen 
the neighborhoods we call home 
is from 5-8p at the MC Recreation 
Park. 

Aug. 6 – 30 
• At PAC, Mountain Theatre 

Company presents The Burnt 
Part Boys. For tickets go to box-
office@mountaintheatre.com. 
828.526.2695

Wed., Aug. 6,13
• At the Literacy Council, Tin-

ker Time for Tots and Caregivers, 
11 am – Noon. FREE. No registra-
tion required

THE 
FIREWOOD COMPANY

Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn!
Highlands . Cashiers . Clayton . Atlanta

828.200.3050 
bobhenritze@gmail.com • www.firewoodcompany.net
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 Ace is the Place, 

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

Country Club Properties
 Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals. 
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery

Highlander 
Mountain 

House 
& 

The Ruffed 
Grouse 
Tavern

highlandermountainhouse.com

Darlene  Conley
Mountain Luxury

Your Dream. Your Journey. YOU’RE 
HOME!

Dedicated to finding the home you’ve 
always wanted.

Cell: 404-427-2448
darlene.conley@ allentate.com

AALLLLEEN TN TAATTE RE REEAALLTTOORRSS//  
PPAAT AT ALLLLEEN RN REEAALLTTY GY GRROOUUPP

450 N. 4th St. Highlands, NC
828-526-5522

www.highlandsproperties.com

Wei chert. 
REALTORS 

Highlands Properties 

 Local Expertise, Global Connections. 
114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706Sheryl Wilson

Licensed in NC and GA
Cell: 828-787-1895 
pamela.nellis@yahoo.com 

Highlands Office | 210 N. 5th Street

Tean1 RickSteve 
"The Powe1· of3" 

Trusted advisors 
providing impeccable 
personalized service 

FAYE WURM
828.200.1345 
faye@bhhsmmr.com
2334 Cashiers Rd, Highlands
https://fayewurm.meadowsmtnrealty.com/

Of the 55,000+ BHHS agents across the globe,
Faye ranks in the TOP 2% and is a 

Luxury Collection Specialist.

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742 

AndreaGabbard@
gmail.com

Charming 
Mountain 

Retreat 
Near Downtown 

Highlands

42 Hemlock Ridge

4 BR 4 BTH
2 fireplaces

2 screened-in 
porches

Gated community
Sold furnished

Offered for 
$2,400,000

Bryson’s
Food 
Store

Historical 
Village

Rest
Rooms

Hudson 
Library

Visitor 
Center

KH Founders 
Park

Police Station
Fire Station



cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

242 S. 4th St. on Main 
Street

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

828-526-2338

 ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

42 Years of Fine Dining
Now Open

7 nights
5:30-9p

JULIE OSBORN 
& PAT ALLEN

MORE THAN 33 YEARS OF
EXEMPLARY SERVICE ON THE PLATEAU

VOTED AMERICA’S BEST

828.200.6165 | 828.200.9179
julie.osborn@allentate.com
pat.allen@allentate.com

Our clients rate us 5 out of 5

MITZI RAUERS
Broker / Luxury Collection
Specialist
(404) 218-9123
mitzi@bhhsmmr.com

*Based on 2023 sales data. Out of a global network 
of 55,000+ BHHS agents.

If you want an 
award-winning 
real estate 
experiece, choose 
an award-winning
agent.

Why call Jody? 
Ranked the #l Broker in North Carolina 
for over a decade-and for good reason! 
Whether you're buying or selling, she 
brings unparalleled market expertise, 
top-tier negotiation skills and a 
commitment to delivering exceptional 
results. Your dream home or top-dollar 
sale is just one call away-you deserve 
the best! With over $1 Billion in sales. 
you can be the next beneficiary of this 
track record. 
Call her personally at 828.226.6303. #1 Broker 

IN NORTH CAROLINA 

$1 Billion+ 
TOTAL CAREER SALES VOLUME 

ToplOO 
SOTHEBY'S INTERNATIONAL REALTY AGENT 
WORLDWIDE 

HIGHLANDS CASHIERS

People ... are 
the investments 

that matter 
most

HighlandsCashiersCIRE.com
210 North Fifth Street, 
Highlands, NC 28731

 Deborah “Bee” Gleeson 
404.307.1415 

BeeGlee4@Gmail.com 
and

Pat Gleeson
828.782.0472 

PatrickGleeson4@Gmail.com


