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The 
immigration 

quagmire

Part 2:

Helping immigrants 
navigate the system

FREE Every Thursday

In Highlands there will be 
three seats on the ballot – the 
seats currently held by Mayor Pat 
Taylor, and Commissioners Amy 
Patterson and Eric Pierson. Each 
term is for four years. The cost 
to file is $10 for the mayor’s seat 
and $5 for the commissioners’ 
seats.

In Franklin, there are four 
seats on the ballot – the seats cur-
rently held by Council Members 
Rita Salain, David Culpepper and 
Stacy Guffey and the mayor’s 
seat currently held by Jack Hor-
ton. The cost to file for a Council 
Member’s seat is $36 and $72 for 
the mayor’s seat. Each term is for 
four years.

Filing began July 7 at 8a and 
ends July 18 at noon.

Filing is on 
for the 

Nov. 4, 2025
municipal 

election

A two-fer concert weekend is coming up at PAC 
Friday and Sunday, July 18 and 20

Mayoral and board member 
seats are open in Highlands 

Rodney Marsalis Philadelphia Big Brass. The Modern Gentlemen.

On Friday, July 18 Rodney 
Marsalis’ Philadelphia Big Brass 
will perform at 7:30p.

Rodney Marsalis Philadelphia 
Big Brass is America’s premier 

large brass ensemble that had its 
start on the streets of  New Orleans. 
The group that reflects the diverse 
makeup of  men and women in the 
American culture and is dedicated 

to the notion that music is a gift to 
be enjoyed by everyone. 

The ensemble is especially 
dedicated to reaching out to the 

By Kristin Fox
The Macon County Board 

of  Education has some tough de-
cisions to make as it prepares for 
the upcoming 2025-2026 school 

Schools’ needs are many; funding is short
At Highlands School, free lunch and soccer field are unfunded; Pre-K postponed 

year. The needs of  the Macon 
County School District are many, 
but how far these needs will be 
met within the county’s budget al-
location for education still remains 

to be determined.
At its May regular session 

meeting, the Macon County Board 
of  Commissioners approved a 

By Kim Lewicki
At the Indivisible Highlands 

June 29 presentation that traced 
immigration from 1965 to pres-
ent, it became evident that as 
the country’s economic needs 
evolved both political parties en-
acted laws and policies allowing 
immigrants to stay and work be-
cause they were needed.

On hand were representa-
tives from Pisgah Legal, Devel-
opment Director Leslie Manning 
and Pisgah Legal immigration 
Attorney Leonel Gonzalez, Jr, 
as well as Highlands own Faviola 
Olvera, director of  the Commu-
nity Care Clinic. 

Helene Siegel of  Indivisible 
Highlands, said the purpose of  
the presentation was to explain 
– within the law – how to legally 
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•Mayor on Duty•

Highlands Mayor
Patrick Taylor

For Real-time Weather and the Extended Forecast, 
go to www.highlandsinfo.com and click on Weather

New & Re-Roofing Applications Including:
Asphalt • Cedar • Metal • Synthetic Materials

Showroom: 1511 Highlands Rd • Franklin • O: 828-524-7773 
info@highlandernc.com • www.highlandernc.com

•Weather•

•SnapShot• 

Do you have a 
heartfelt, funny, 
interesting, or 
beautiful photo you 
would like to share 
in our “SnapShot” 
section? 
Email it to 
highlandseditor@
aol.com or text 
it to 828-200-
1371, with a 
brief  description 
and a name. No 
anonymous photos 
will be accepted.

Highlands Newspaper
www.highlandsinfo.com 
Phone: (828) 200-1371 

Email: 
HighlandsEditor@aol.com 

Publisher/Editor: Kim Lewicki 
Reporters: Kristin Fox

Digital Media/Circulation - Jim Lewicki 
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Kim & Jim Lewicki 
Adobe PDF version at 

www.HighlandsInfo.com
265 Oak St. PO Box 2703

Highlands, N,C 28741 
Al l  R ights  Reser ved. No ar t ic les ,  
photos, illustrations, advertisements or  

design elements may be used without 
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Letter Policy:
There is a 500-word limit. We reserve the 
right to reject or edit letters-to-the-editor. 
No anonymous letters will be accepted, 
Views expressed are not necessarily those 

of Highlands Newspaper.
Obituary Policy

Obituaries are $8 per column inch. 
$10 per photo.

Payable prior to publication.
• See MAYOR page 17

Photo by 
Marcia Davis

Who’s 
there?Now that the town has a 

new budget as of  July 1 
let me update you on a 

number of  current and planned 
town projects. Although funds 
have been appropriated for a 
project doesn’t mean work will 
begin immediately. Neverthe-
less, I, along with many of  you, 
am sometimes frustrated by the 
slow pace of  some projects. On 
the other hand, haste can some-
times cause waste, which we all 
want to avoid.

The installation of  larger utility poles 
on US 64 east (Cashiers Road), from 
around Maple Street to Highlands Falls, 
to support a third electric circuit for the 
town is progressing faster than scheduled. 
Crews have already placed the poles all the 
way from Highlands Falls to the corner of  
US 64 and Cullasaja Drive. 

Once this circuit is activated in the 
fall, our public works director, Lamar 
Nix, wants to keep the momentum going 
and build a fourth circuit. This next plan 
would require installing larger poles on US 

64 west (Franklin Road) starting 
at the Duke transfer station near 
the Hicks Road intersection and 
extending the installation into 
downtown. 

This fourth and final circuit 
would complete the electrician 
grid upgrade, which has been 
much needed to handle future 
electrical demand and manage 
the grid during outages caused 
by storms. These upgrades will 
have cost the town several mil-
lion dollars in essential reserve 

expenditures.
The Dog Mountain Water Project was 

recently sent out for bid, and one bid came 
in slightly under budget. A contingency 
fund can now be earmarked for any unfore-
seen problems in construction. Our staff  is 
now waiting for the state to review the low 
bid and give its approval before the con-
tractor, Stillwell Enterprises, gets the green 
light to begin work. Hopefully, the state will 
approve the bid any day now. I get nervous 
when the state is reviewing construction 
documents, as delays can occur.

The new budget also funds several 
paving projects. The town policy has always 
been to delay these paving projects until af-
ter Labor Day and toward the end of  leaf  
season. They will get underway around the 
middle of  October and end sometime in 
early November.

The first phase of  the Mirror Lake 
Dredging Project is ongoing and is expect-
ed to conclude in the fall. It has been a slow 
and deliberate process, but on the other 
hand, it has reduced the environmental im-
pact on the lake. McGill Associates, the en-
gineering company hired by the town, con-
tinues to perform design work for the next 
stages of  the project, which will involve the 
use of  state funds. Their work will continue 
into the fall. We project that dredging oper-
ations for Phase Two will begin in the first 
part of  2026 and continue for an extended 
period. In many ways, the dredging for the 
subsequent phases is significantly larger 
and more complex than Phase One.

CK Dixon Engineering continues to 
work on the design and bid documents for 
upgrades to the town water plant. In ad-
dition to replacing the pre-clarifier tank, a 
third filter train will be added to the plant. 
While state funds cover the pre-clarifier 

Town projects to begin and continue
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UNR I VA L ED

27 Dwarf Mountain Road 23UN
Sapphire, NC 28774 | $474,000 | MLS #1001362 

Kelly Ramsay | 828.556.1252

#1 in the Carolinas#1 in the Carolinas
Since 1957Since 1957

SAPPHIRE OFFICE  |  828.507.3156
CASHIERS OFFICE  |  828.547.0022

WILDCAT CLIFFS OFFICE  |  828.526.4525

HIGHLANDS-DOWNTOWN OFFICE  |  828.526.8784

Scan to see our luxury listingsScan to see our luxury listings
A HOWARD HANNA PARTNER

50 Ridge Lake Circle
Highlands, NC 28741 | $635,000 | MLS #1000652 
Rick Harrison & Steve Sheppard | 404.906.5113
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Bryson’s Food StoreBryson’s Food Store
Proudly Serving Highlands, North Carolina since 1977

The best meals start here!The best meals start here!

103 Highlands Plaza, Highlands, NC • (828) 526-3775

 Open daily 
7:30a to 7:30p

� 

FREE Pickup & Delivery

Open for the last 40 years, Shiraz has been offering wholesale prices to the public on its 
entire inventory of genuinely hand-woven oriental rugs. Thousands of antique and 

contemporary pieces from around the world.
HAND CLEANING • RESTORATION • APPRAISALS

Main Street • Oak Square
Highlands, NC 28741

www.shirazruggalleries.com

OTHER SHOWROOMS:
TAMPA • NAPLES • SARASOTA

ORLANDO

We Purchase Antique RugsMon.-Sat: 9:30a-6p • Sun: noon-5p

(828) 526-5759

30% off 

cleaning & 

repairs

Josephine ’s Gift Shop Josephine ’s Gift Shop 
Apparel ~ Gifts ~ Home ~ Decor

at the Asia House • 151 Helens Barn Ave.

Open Mon.-Sun. at noon. Closed Wed. • 718-664-3571

Wine Tasting every 
Thursday 2 to 5p!

By Steve Hott
Hurricanes Head Coach

On Thursday, June 26, the Highlands 
Hurricanes traveled to the new Jackson 
County Recreation Pool in Cullowhee and 
swam against JCST (Jackson County Swim 
Team). The Hurricanes won 572-437.

All of  the Hurricanes scored but out-
standing performances for the Hurricanes 
included Jazmine Abranyi breaking her 
own year-old team record in the 100-yard 
butterfly and Hayden Bysura qualifying for 
the 2025 Jr. Olympics (AAU Nationals) in 
his 3rd event, the 100-butterfly. JO’s will be 
held in Houston, TX this year.

High scorers for the meet were Jr. 
Olympian Abranyi, Bella Batista, and Jr. 

Olympic qualifier Ian Batista with 24 pts 
each, winning 5 events. Lucas Zabrian, Jr. 
Olympic qualifier Emma Denisoff, and Jr. 
Olympians Dodo Zhang and Emilina Her-
nandez each brought home 22 pts. Zana 
Maseko, Jaycee Powell and Jr. Olympian 
Finneaus Garner had 21 pts. Elizabeth Bur-
nette scored 20 pts, while Nikita Denisoff  
and Jr. Olympian Conner Hughes brought 
home 19. Asa Garner and Jr. Olympic quali-
fier Hayden Bysura had 18 pts.

Agatha Jestin scored 16.5, Ellie Bysura 
and Jr. Olympian Aniah McKim 16. Anna 
Shchelgachova, and Jr. Olympians Jack 
Sumner, Aleks Petric, and Justin Powell all 
brought home 15 pts. Ivan Shchelgachov 
had 14, Max Basil 13, and Kate Vanderweile, 
Jay Herman, and Andre Jimenez 12. Mela-
nie Zabrian scored 10.5, Senna Sherrill and 
Lucas Maseko 10. Stella Kerr brought home 
9.5 pts, Jr. Olympian Chase Kenter 9, Max 
Jestin 8, Katherine Wise 7, and Sadie Bysura 
6. Ben Shchelgachov had 4 pts, Blakely Hed-
den 3.5, Cooper Fisher and Zoey Ivey 3.

The Highlands Hurricanes are a High-
lands Recreation Park team that practices 
mostly in the evening at the Highlands Rec-
reation Park Pool. The only requirement to 
join is that a prospective swimmer must be 
able to swim 25 yards (the length of  the rec 
park pool) unassisted. For more informa-
tion, please call 828.421.4121.

Photo by Stanton Englander.

Highlands Hurricanes win June 26 meet

�, 
BOOKSTORE

I LIQUIDATION 
SHAKESPEARE A CO - -._, 
JULY 11: 9-TPM 
JULY IZ: 9-TPM 
JULY IJ: 9-5PM 
JULY 16: 9-TPM 

1000 BOOKS L 
GREAT INVEN 

Z04 NS™ 

BUY' z 
BOOKS 
GET I 
FREE 

$1 PAPERBACK, 
$2 HARDCOVER 

New Backgammon Club
Come join us 

every Tuesday at 1 p.m. 
at 4118 Kitchen & Bar 

in Highlands Plaza.
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Thursday, July 17 

BOOK NOW 
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•highlanDS Dining•

Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p • Sun. 11a to 7p 
Closed Tuesdays

828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
at Highlander Mountain House 

Open for 
LUNCH

Wednesday-Saturday
11:30-3p

Open for
SUNDAY BRUNCH

with Blue Grass music
10a-3p

Open for 
DINNER

Wednesday-Saturday
5:30-9p

highlandermountainhouse.com
290 Main Street • Highlands • 828-526-2590

Now serving wine, 
beer & coffee! 

Open to the public!

Coffee Bar 8a to 4p daily
Wine/Beer Bar:
Thurs-Sat 5-10p

Monday - Thursday, 11 am - 3 pm
Friday - Saturday, 11 am - 8 pm

226 South 4th Street • Highlands, NC 
Highlandsburrito.com

NEW DINNER HOURS!

208 N. 5th St. • Village Square • Next to Pine St. Park

Sandwich shop and 
gourmet food market

Open Year-Round
Mon.-Fri.. 11:30a to 4p 

Sat., noon-7

The Secret Garden

Call (828) 305-7509 to place a pick-up order.
Catering and Custom Charcuterie

Courtyard and Indoor seating!Courtyard and Indoor seating!

531 Smallwood Ave | 828-526-9419 | Highlands

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round
Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Lunch: 11a-3:30p 
Dinner: 

5:30p - closed

Open 7 Days 
for Lunch & Dinner

828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com
US 64w • Highlands

42 Years of Fine Dining
OPEN
7 nights
5:30-9p

Open: Tues.-Fri – 9a-5:30p; Sat. – 9a-5p: Closed Sun. & Mon.
493 Dillard Rd. • Highlands • (828) 526-2762
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MEXICAN RESTAURANT
& TEQUILA BAR

HIGHLANDS
NORTH CAROLINA

72 Highlands Plaza • Highlands • 828-482-2974

OPEN: Monday-Saturday 11a to 9p

•Dining•

Japanese • Asian • Thai

Open: Mon. to Sun. (Closed Wed.)
Lunch 11:30a to 3p • Dinner 4:30p-9:30p

828-787-1680 • 828-787-1900
151 Helens Barn Ave. • Highlands

I am Mirror Lake, and for more than half  a 
century, I’ve been neglected and ignored. I’ve 
survived uncontrolled construction runoff, 

hurricanes, pollutants from unknown sources, and 
unregulated water release. As a designated North 
Carolina Trout Stream, it breaks my heart that I can 
no longer shelter trout in my waters – my streambed 
has become too shallow and too warm. I remember 
when families used to paddle through my bays and 
channels, but now they lie choked by sediment and 
deadfall.

I need your help... and now is the time.

This year, there is hope. A dedicated group 
of  my neighbors have begun the crucial work of  
dredging my waters – a chance to restore me to 
health. Through the summer months, they will work 
to remove years of  accumulated sediment, giving me 
back my depth and clarity. I know there will be some 
disruption – unusual sounds and activity along my 
shores – but please understand that this temporary 
disturbance is my chance at renewal.

Remember me as I once was: a haven for trout, 
a playground for paddlers, a peaceful retreat for all 
who visited my shores. With your support, I can be 
that place again.

But I cannot do this alone. The Mirror Lake 
Improvement Association (MLIA) has established 
a Dredging Fund to support this vital work. If  
you value my presence in our community, if  you 
remember the joy I once brought, or if  you dream 
of  the beauty I can be again, please consider 
contributing. Your generous donation will help 
secure my future for generations to come.

To help restore my waters, please contact  
Pat Gleeson at 828.782.0472.

During the project, you’ll notice changes:
• Dredging equipment along my shores
• Varying water levels as the work   

progresses
• Construction sounds during working hours
• Some areas’ traffic will be temporarily    

 restricted for safety

But imagine what I can become again – clear, 
deep, healthy waters teeming with life. A restored 
Mirror Lake, ready to serve as your community 
treasure once more.

Thank you for hearing my voice. Thank you 
for caring. Thank you for helping me become whole 
again.

With hope and gratitude,
Mirror Lake

Dear Highlands Community...
29

Ice Cream 
Flavors!

19
Popsicle 
Flavors!

Summit Sweet Ice Cream Shop 
In Wright Square • 173 Main Street 

Open 7 days a week •11a to 8p.

• See OBITUARY page 8

•obituary•
Paul Johnston Head

Paul Johnston Head, 71, 
passed away peacefully in his 
sleep on June 21, 2025. He 
was born February 14, 1954 
in Oklahoma City to Mary 
(Johnston) and Ben Head. 

Paul attended Casady 
School from kindergarten 
through 12th grade, graduat-
ing in 1972. He had a distin-
guished athletic career during 
his school years. He was a 
three-sport letterman, play-
ing football, basketball and 
baseball. His senior year he 
was captain of  all three teams. Paul was elected to the first 
team All Southwest Preparatory Conference his senior year 
in all three sports. Additionally, he was selected first-team 
All-City in all three sports. He was selected All City Player 
of  the Year in football and baseball. Paul was awarded the 
Dartmouth Cup, Casady’s highest athletic award, his senior 
year. In 2019 Paul was enshrined in the inaugural class of  the 
Casady Sports Hall of  Fame. He remained close to friends 
he met at Casady his entire life, particularly Burch Fryer and 
Robby Berry.

 Paul parlayed his achievements in baseball into accep-
tance to the University of  North Carolina at Chapel Hill if  
he committed to pitching. He was a member of  the Delta 
Kappa Epsilon fraternity and Gorgon’s Head Lodge, where 
he served as Princeps. He arrived from Oklahoma in striped 
bell bottoms and hair below his collar and left wearing seer-
sucker pants with a love for beach music, shag dancing, and 
Tarheel basketball. At Chapel Hill, Paul made friends he 
remained close with throughout his life, especially Risden 
McElroy and Montgomery Burlingame IV (“Monty”).

Shortly after graduating from Chapel Hill, he married 
Suzn Kerns and they moved to Oklahoma City where Paul 
began his banking career at Liberty National Bank. Their 
son, P.X. was born in 1981 and named after Paul’s maternal 
grandfather, Paul X. Johnston, whom he idolized. They relo-
cated to Roanoke, Virginia where Paul worked at Dominion 
Bank Shares. In 1984, Paul and Suzn welcomed their daugh-
ter, Talbott. After Suzn and Paul divorced, Paul moved to 
Alexandria, Virginia and purchased Dunn & Bradstreet fran-
chises in several states. He loved being close to P.X. who was 
attending Episcopal School in Alexandria. He also enjoyed 
being close to the center of  the political world of  Wash-
ington, DC. In 2004 Paul felt compelled to volunteer to go 
to Florida to hand count votes in the Presidential election. 
He was always a staunch Republican and an avid Fox News 
watcher, even though he thought he was smarter than all the 
commentators, an opinion he happily shared.

In 2005 his love of  Oklahoma brought him back to 
Oklahoma City. Shortly thereafter he met Jean Whiteneck 
who was planning to move to Highlands, North Carolina. 
Employing his legendary charm, he convinced her to stay 
in Oklahoma and they were married in 2006. But after 
Jean’s daughter Eleanor graduated from Casady, Jean and 
Paul moved to Highlands where Paul made new friends and 
found cooler weather. He and Jean were so very happy in 
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Read 
Highlands Newspaper for free from everywhere ... on the street or 

on the web. 
Go to www.highlandsinfo.com. Click on Local News. 
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		Backed by 78+ years  of 
Dorsey Alston trust
	Highlands resident for 
17 years
	Representing buyers and 
sellers across the Plateau
	Seamless service from  
Atlanta to the mountains

LET’S TALK 
Brian Seifried, REALTOR®
770.309.1143 
brianseifried@dorseyalston.com

404.352.2010 

Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742 

AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

In the HEART of downtown Highlands
537 + 555 N 5th Street

4.80 acres +2 homes + barn
MLS # R103334 Offered for $5,950,000

Bronze sculpture • Paintings 
Vintage & Antique Collectables & 

Furniture • Costume Jewelry

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

the mountains and loved being year-round 
residents along with their best friend, Bob 
(Bobby) Boshell. For the last year of  Paul’s 
life they lived in Spartanburg, SC.

Paul was truly one in a million and had 
an infectious personality that put him in a 
league of  his own. He was the quintessen-
tial raconteur whose trademark was holding 
court, typically outside in front of  a fire, 
where he would entertain his guests with 
the most incredible and outrageous stories, 
typically featuring himself  as the main char-
acter. 

Paul was always the life of  the party and 
loved by everyone he met. He returned that 
love with a fierce commitment and undying 
loyalty to his family and friends. Through-
out his life, Paul maintained a passion for 
Oklahoma football, the New York Yankees, 
golf, politics, Hermes ties, the family cabin 
at Spring Creek, Colorado and the epic jeep 
trips there, the 21 Club in New York City, 
backgammon, crossword puzzles, Scrabble 
and his dogs Walter and Barclay. He was 
also passionate about the things he disliked 
which included - rules of  any kind, slow 
waiters, being hot (any temperature above 
71 degrees), sand, socks, incoming cell 
phone calls and Duke University.

He loved the history of  our great na-
tion, particularly the West and upon learn-
ing that Meriwether Lewis was a distant 
uncle, went on trips to retrace the steps 

of  the great Lewis and Clark Expedition. 
Having worked at Connolly’s Menswear in 
high school he viewed himself  as a fashion 
icon and if  he wore it that meant it was “the 
trend” whether it was or not. 

Paul valued his lifetime friendships 
with both the Oklahoma City boys as well 
as those from his Chapel Hill days and al-
ways stayed in touch with them wherever 
he was through wagering with them on col-
lege football games on College Game Day, 
an activity he called “investing”. He added 
a new group of  friends in Highlands and, 
as always, they were not replacements but 
additions to the Paul Head circle of  friends.

 Paul is predeceased by his parents, 
Mary Johnston Evans and Ben Head. He is 
survived by his wife, Jean, his children P.X. 
Head (Elizabeth) of  Atlanta, Georgia and 
Talbott Shaw (Burk) of  Houston, Texas, 
stepdaughter Eleanor Lunenburg (Peter) of  
Charleston, South Carolina, grandchildren 
William and George Shaw, Henry Head 
and Charles (“Charlie”) Lunenburg, sister 
Marcy Head Benson (Bruce) of  Denver, 
Colorado, brother Eric Head (Shelley) of  
Denver, Colorado and numerous cousins.

A Memorial Service will be held at 
All Souls Episcopal Church in Oklahoma 
City at 1 p.m. on July 25th with a reception 
to follow at the Oklahoma City Golf  and 
Country Club.

In lieu of  flowers, the family has re-
quested that memorial contributions be 
sent in Paul’s name to the Potter Alzheim-
er’s Disease Fund, University of  Colorado 
Foundation, Suite 725, 1800 Grant St, Den-
ver, CO 80203 or giving.cu.edu/paulhead 
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Nancy’s & The Exchange
Fancys for Men

828-526-5029 2060 Dillard Rd, Highlands
2 miles south of Main, Highlands

In 
Celebration 

of Bob’s 
75th 

birthday,
at The 

Exchange 
for Men,

a 
3-Day 

75% OFF
SALE

9:30a to 5p
Thurs.-Sat.
July 10-12

•letterS•
Dear Editor,

The big beautiful bill is nei-
ther. Tax cuts take effect this 
year. While the cuts for the high-
est earners are permanent, most 
cuts expire in 2030. Sixty percent 
of  the total tax savings will go to 
people with incomes greater than 
$217,000/yr. 

For the next five years, the 
rest of  us will see between $3,000 
(high earners) and $156 (lowest 
earners) in annual tax savings. 

For many people, any tax 
savings will be cancelled by the 
loss of  Medicaid support. 

And, if  you got an email 
from the Social Security Admin-
istration praising Trump for tax 
cuts to Social Security payments, 

understand those cuts don’t apply 
to everyone, and expire in 2028. 

Medicaid changes take ef-
fect in 2027, after the mid-tern 
elections. In House District 11, 
196,000 people depend on Med-
icaid or Obamacare (kkf.org). Al-
though regulations to implement 
the cuts don’t yet exist, they will 
include eliminating coverage for 
some people, providing fewer 
services, lowering payments to 
providers, and increasing require-
ments to prove eligibility. Part of  
every medical bill covers overhead 
– salaries and benefits, operations 
and maintenance. The loss of  
Medicaid/Obamacare contribu-
tions to overhead means people 
with private insurance and/or 

Medicare will have to make up the 
difference, so everyone’s medical 
costs with rise. 

Why did Congress gut Med-
icaid? In addition to funding tax 
cuts to the obscenely wealthy, they 
had to increase the Department of  
Homeland Security budget. The 
ICE budget is $170 BB(illion) over 
the next five years. Higher than the 
combined budgets for DEA, FBI, 
ATF, Secret Service, and Marshal 
Services! (Newsweek.com) Higher 
than the defense budgets of  all but 
15 countries! (Democracynow.org) 
It includes $46.5 BB for the bor-
der wall, $45 BB for internment 
camps, $30 BB for ICE training, 
$5 BB for Customs checkpoints, 
$6 BB to train/ retain border pa-

trol agents and border protections’ 
field support, and $3 BB for immi-
gration courts (Axios.com). 

This administration has pro-
vided permanent tax cuts to the 
obscenely wealthy, and will spend 
billions illegally seizing and de-
porting, so far only, brown people, 
most of  whom are law-abiding 
people here legally or even US 
citizens with jobs and careers. 
Conversely, this administration 
won’t support people who need 
basic health care. Our government 
is beyond cruel. And they call 
themselves Christians! They are 
anything but. Poll after poll makes 
clear that many fewer than half  of  
us agree with these allocations of  
tax dollars. At this point the bill is 

law. We need to quickly develop 
plans to take care of  family and 
friends about to lose their health 
care safety net, adjust household 
budgets to meet rising health 
care costs, and ensure these 
clowns are not reelected in 2026. 

Additional sources for 
this letter include articles in na-
tional newspapers; responses to 
Google searches for “big beauti-
ful budget bill” plus key words 
such as Medicaid, ICE, polls; 
and columnists Robert Hubbell, 
retired attorney; Joyce White 
Vance, retired US attorney; and 
Heather Cox Richardson, US 
historian. 

Karen Patterson
Highlands

The ‘Big Beautiful Bill’ is far from beautiful for most

Dear Editor,
Columnist Bud Katz made 

some good points in his piece 
entitled, “Coincidence? You Tell 
Me” in his “Here’s the Thing” 

column last week in the High-
lands Newspaper, about the good 
that is going on in the world. 

The point of  a book I have 
written (Bucking the System) is 

that we operate in a deeply flawed 
system where the rich make the 
rules. There is a limit to what 
the rest of  us can do within this 
system. And it leaves behind the 

Conscious-raising is the first step to behavior change.
most vulnerable. 

Unless we can change the 
system, we and our descendants 
will be fighting the same battles 
our ancestors fought. Conscious-

raising is the first step to behav-
ior change. Power to the people!

David Stearns 
Otto

Dear Editor,
If  you are a Trump fan, 

you are probably excited the Big 
Beautiful Bill was passed by just 
four votes in a Congress with 
435 representatives that repre-
sent approximately 360 million 
Americans. 

The Republican deficit 
hawks led the charge to pass a 
bill that will increase our nation-
al debt by $3 trillion at the low 
end and as much as $5 trillion 
at the high end over the next 10 
years. 

If  you do not believe it is 
possible, let me remind you 
the national debt is currently at 
$36,214,482,241,911.14 as of  
July 1, 2025, and we pay almost 
$1 trillion in interest payments 
every year. 

Republicans, please do not 
ever tell us the national debt is 
important to you when you trad-
ed more debt for the following: 

1. Reduction in access to 

healthcare for the poorest Ameri-
cans. Work requirements and oth-
er incentives sound like a good 
idea but implementation of  these 
requirements will be extremely 
difficult and make it more dif-
ficult for many to access health-
care. These measures will likely 
save money in the short-term but 
cost more in the long-term due to 
more emergency room visits and 
health issues not being addressed 
before they get worse, requiring 
more treatment that will ultimate-
ly be paid by Medicaid or higher 
private insurance premiums. 

A comprehensive plan is 
needed for all Americans, and I 
think we can fix this if  we sim-
ply take away Federal Employee 
Health Benefits from our legisla-
tors. This measure would require 
them to navigate the system like 
hourly workers and small busi-
ness owners. 

2. It is unfair for tipped 
workers to pay less taxes than 

It’s not beautiful, it’s stupid and a classic bait and 
switch game

similarly situated hourly workers, 
plain and simple. This provision 
will only last until 2028 but it 
makes no sense. 

3. Receiving a break on in-
come taxes is simply a bait and 
switch when you take into ac-
count the additional taxes every 
American will be paying with the 
10% to 40% tariffs that will be 
passed on to every consumer. 

Tariffs are a regressive tax 
that impact the the lower income 
demographic significantly more 
than the upper income. 

If  you want to solve access 
to healthcare and reduce our 
national debt, we need to figure 
out a system where everyone can 
pay something and stop wasteful 
spending on the likes of  parades 
and such, but The Big Beautiful 
Bill is not the answer.

Jerry Moore
Highlands and Clayton, 

GA
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209 Hospital Drive, Ste. 304
Jane Woodruff Clinic Bldg • Highlands

(828) 550-3344
www.wenzelfacialsurgery.com

Restore your youthful appearance; 
Enhance your facial beauty.

Dr. Wenzel offers state-of-the-art 
cosmetic procedures including  

rhinoplasty, facelifts, eyelid surgery,  
	 	 fillers	and	more.	

Before

After

Call today 
for a 

consultation. 
(828) 

550-3344

Cashiers Annual

ANTIQUES SHOW
GREAT NEW VENUE

THE VILLAGE GREEN COMMONS
160 FRANK ALLEN ROAD, CASHIERS

Friday, August 8th, EARLY BUYING 7:30a.m. - 9:00a.m. 
Friday, August 8th, Regular Hours 9:00a.m. - 5:00p.m.

Saturday, August 9th, 9:00a.m. - 5:00p.m.
Sunday, August 10th, 11:00a.m. - 4:00p.m.

VISIT WITH 40+ EXHIBITORS
Early Buying Tickets $35 Good All Days • Regular Tickets $18 Good All Days
Advance Tickets purchases available May 1st on Facebook & Website

4747 thth

Like us on Facebook       FOR MORE INFORMATION (828) 226-5325      CashiersAnnualAntiqueShow.com

...LETTERS continued from page 9

Dear Editor,
A bit of  correction to Mr. Bodie Cat-

lin’s July 3 account in his letter-to-the-editor 
of  the June 14 No Kings Rally in Highlands 
is in order. 

 • The protesters were, like me, High-
lands full- and part-time residents and cur-
rent and former employees of  Highlands 
and Cashiers businesses and public service, 
including the organizers of  the event. They 
were not “curiosity seekers.” 

• The participants labeled “America 
haters” by Mr. Catlin represented the po-
litical spectrum of  patriotic voters, including 
left wingers, moderate Democrats, and even 
moderate and conservative Republicans 
who do not support Trump. For example, 
I am a Brian Kemp supporter who is now 
an Independent voter after years as a dues-
paying member of  the Walton County, GA 
Republican party. The one thing the par-
ticipants in the Highlands Rally all have in 
common politically is refusal to support the 
convicted felon occupying the White House 
or his policies, such as selling access to the 
highest bidders and appointing fellow con-
victed felons to ambassadorships. 

• Rather than “filthy language,” the 
signage focused on demanding that Con-
gress do its job of  checking the executive 
branch’s overreach; support for those who 
have been abducted from workplaces, public 
streets, and community and school events by 
masked individuals presenting neither badg-
es nor judicial warrants; and appreciation 
for the labor of  the immigrant workforce 
in America. Many placards quoted Jesus 
Christ’s sentiments regarding treatment of  
immigrants and the poor. My poster includ-
ed well wishes to the U. S. Army for its 250th 

anniversary, as did some others. To be fair, 
there was a number of  posters referencing 
the carnival barker in Washington’s pen-
chant for wearing orange bronzer and haw-
ing memecoins, Bibles, and gold-colored 
sneakers. There were as well as a substantial 
percentage of  placards using the TACO ac-
ronym (Trump Always Chickens Out). As 
for the upside-down flags, which have long 
been employed by election deniers, the U. 
S. Flag Code allows for displaying the flag 
upside down as a sign of  distress. 

• The participants did not yell obsceni-
ties at anyone. They waved and called out, 
“Have a nice day” in unison at those who 
disagreed as they drove by. The vast major-
ity who passed the rally gave “thumbs up” 
signs. There is plenty of  video evidence on 
social media, so the truthfulness of  my ac-
count versus Mr. Catlin’s can easily be sub-
stantiated. 

 I cannot confirm Mr. Catlin’s claim to 
have been present at the rally because I am 
not acquainted with him. I have heard that 
he enjoys sporting pro-Trump gear and the 
ubiquitous Chinese-manufactured red cap, 
so I expect he would have been easy to 
identify had he in fact been there. 

 Where I grew up, in Hayesville, NC, 
the kind of  claims that Mr. Catlin makes 
are called “whoppers,” ”talking out of  
one’s [rear end],” and “bald-faced lies.” I 
will leave it to the reader to pass judgment 
on the truthfulness of  Mr. Catlin, but in my 
estimation, his account of  the Highlands 
rally is a metaphorical wheelbarrow piled 
high with horse…feathers. 

Dr. Monica Henson 
Monroe, GA and Highlands 

Catlin’s recount of Highlands’ ‘No Kings’ 
rally was WAY off

• See LETTERS page 11
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...LETTERS continued from page 10

Dear Editor,
I saw “sparkling eyes” on THE 4TH 

OF JULY! 
As Post 370 American Legionnaires 

handed out flags to children at the High-
lands ball field during the town games, we 
Legionnaires gained great joy! 

The smiles, the hearty “Thank Yous” 
the immediate waving-the-flags, the kids 
bouncing with excitement, and the par-
ents’ appreciation were all rewards the flag 
distributers received.

When I told one 8- or 9-year-old lad, 
“Here is a flag from Highlands’ Ameri-
can Legion!” His beaming response was: 
“Thank you for your service!” That young 
boy had been coached and knows some of  
the meanings behind Independence Day. 

We distributed 288 flags in about 15 
minutes. Next year we need more flags and 
more joy.

Paul Schowalter, 
Post 370 Commander, Highlands

 

A joyful 4th of July

Dear Editor,
I was struck by Bodie Catlin’s July 3 

letter-to-the-editor regarding Highlands 
“No Kings” rally July 14 and, though there 
was a pallet’s worth of  assertions that I 
found questionable, there is one aspect 
that I think is of  vital importance to all of  
us lucky enough to call Highlands home, 
regardless of  our beliefs in this angry, em-
bittered country.

This was the level of  vitriol directed 
at our neighbors, the people who attended 
the June 14 “No Kings” rally.

I’m aware of  how corrosive those 
remarks can be to those who live in this 
little town.

Let me offer a bit of  historical per-
spective.

In 1993, two other Highlanders and I 
formulated Highlands’ Downtown Trick-
or-Treat event.

Though most local churches gave 
their full-throated support to the family-
friendly event that allowed children a safe 
way to trick-or-treat, a couple condemned 
the three of  us and said that our event was 
a subtle seduction of  local children into 
Satanism.

This had an immediate effect on my 
family’s business (my wife and I owned a 
bookstore on Main Street) with individu-
als swearing that they would never visit us 
again; and my elementary school-age son 
was the subject of  a whisper campaign 
about how the three of  us were going to 
spend Eternity in Hell.

Secondly, in the 38 years that I’ve been 
a resident of  Highlands, I’ve witnessed all 
sorts of  events that threatened the unity 
and camaraderie of  the community – The 
Specter of  Highlands as New Gatlinburg; 
Main Street Trick-or-Treat; The Rise of  
Gated Communities; Jane Woodruff ’s 
ill-fated performing arts center; and The 

Burger King War of  1995.
Somehow, we’ve always managed to 

come together once the dust had settled. 
We’d share at table at Sarah Lee’s Moun-
taineer Restaurant or a cup of  coffee at 
Buck’s/Calder’s and talk about the kids and 
the grandkids or share a laugh with Walter 
Taylor about anything or everything.

And every year at Main Street Trick-or-
Treat, I see happy families strolling across 
downtown, and I know that some of  them 
are committed congregants of  those same 
churches that railed against the event (and 
my family) all those years ago.

But we’re in unprecedented territory 
at this time, as demonstrated by Mr. Cat-
lin and friends’ sudden overthrow of  the 
Macon County Republican Party, or the 
sub-rosa movement to disenfranchise Hud-
son Library from the generous support of  
Fontana Regional Library System, or the 
angry preaching against Mountain Theatre 
Company for its performances of  “Rocky 
Horror Show.”

I’d ask Mr. Catlin to tamp down the 
vitriol and look for the humanity and the 
decency and the genuine friendliness within 
his community.

Name-calling and attributing all sorts 
of  dark motives to his neighbors may have 
been SOP in Jacksonville, FL, but I have 
to believe that the unique kindness embed-
ded in Highlands is one of  the reasons you 
moved here.

May I recommend a way to better un-
derstand the generosity that’s built into the 
community? Perhaps you could volunteer 
for one of  the remarkable enterprises that 
animate Highlands – Fibber’s; the Food 
Pantry; The Literacy Council of  Highlands; 
The Emergency Council; Big Brothers Big 
Sisters; the Fidelia Eckerd Center, etc., etc.

Luke Osteen
Highlands

Catlin’s vitriol doesn’t belong in Highlands

ilAC 
PERFORMiN6 ARTS CENTER 

HIGHLANOS , NC 

RODNEY MARSALIS' 
PHILADELPHIA 

BIG BRASS 
Friday, July 18 I 7:30 pm 

Week Two Concerts July 12-15

-
HIGHLANDS 
CASHIERS 
CHAMBER 
M US IC 
FESTIVAL 

Saturday, July 12th, Highlands, 5 PM 
Sunday, July 13th, Cashiers, 5 PM 

"Kathy & Mark Whitehead Young Pianist Concert" 
Zitong Wang, piano; Susie Park, violin; James Kim, cello 

Monday, July 14th, Highlands, 5 PM 
Tuesday, July 15th, Cashiers, 5 PM 

"Strings Attached" 
Sharon Isbin, guitar; the Pacifica String Quartet Highlands-Cashiers Chamber Music Festival 
www.h-cmusicfestival.org I hccmfnc@gmail.com I (828) 526-9060 
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July 4th Weekend Activities – Annual games at the ballpark, 
Community Day at The Bascom, Music in the Park and fireworks!
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Photos by Jim and Kim Lewicki, and Debi Bock
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Pickleball on the Plateau 
� 

MOUNTAINTOP • ..,_lllU.LlONIMIPU.IIAU 

1:1 

Tournament 
JULY 12 & 11 

Highlands Rec Center- 4th Street 
Saturday- Men's & Women's 

Sunday- Mixed 
Prizes/Raffle/Swag Bag 

highlandspickleballtournament@gmail.com 
Info: Dr. Sue Aery 828-200-9191 

https://swishtournaments.com/product/pickleball-on-the­
plateau/ 

Sponsored by Highlands Mountaintop Rotary 

Read Highlands Newspaper for free from everywhere ... 
on the street or on the web.

Go to www.highlandsinfo.com. Click on Local News. 
Delivered and Uploaded every Thurs. AM

STUART SLOAN, REAL ESTATE LAWSTUART SLOAN, REAL ESTATE LAW
828-482-8088 STU@SLOANVANHOOK.COM828-482-8088 STU@SLOANVANHOOK.COM
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Due to retirement, Highlands United Methodist Church is looking to hire 
its next Office Manager. Basic responsibilities include, but are not limited to, 
general office oversight, preparation of  weekly bulletins and newsletter, main-
taining website, record-keeping, administrative support for clergy, staff  and 
church membership. The ideal candidate will possess strong people skills and 
be committed to the ministry of  the church. Office hours are 9am - 4pm, 
Monday - Thursday. 

Contact Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas - randyhumc@icloud.com 

Looking to Hire Office Manager

$64,817,964 county budget for the current 
2025-2026 fiscal year. In the approved bud-
get, commissioners allocated $11,641,774 
for the school district, a 2.65 percent in-
crease over last year. 

How the money will be used won’t be 
known until the school board holds a bud-
get work session planned in August and 
prioritizes the district’s needs. Commis-
sioners have agreed to provide the lump 
sum; the school board will decide how it 
will be used.

“It was presented to us from the com-
missioners that they were going to give us 
x amount of  dollars, and it is not going to 
cover everything that we asked for,” said 
Macon County Schools Superintendent 
Josh Lynch. “It will be up to the school 
board to determine the priorities from that 
list and the initiatives that we feel are the 
most important moving forward.” 

Several needs at Highlands School 
were discussed at the school board meet-
ing including free lunches for students, the 
Pre-K program and the school’s soccer 
field. 

Free Lunches
Once again Highlands School and 

Franklin High School are the only two 
schools out of  the 11 schools in the district 
that do not qualify to provide free lunches 
for all students under the Community Eli-
gibility Provision (CEP) Program for the 
upcoming 2025-2026 school year. CEP is a 
school meal funding option of  the Nation-
al School Lunch Act that enables schools 
to provide free nutritious breakfast and 
lunch to all students in high poverty areas.

Commissioners agreed to provide 
additional funding in the budget for the 

school district that could be used to cover 
the expense of  providing free lunches at 
these two schools; however, they did not 
specify that the extra funding be used for 
that purpose – that is to be decided by the 
school board. 

According to David Lightner, Ma-
con County Schools Nutrition Director, 
the school district needs an additional 
$250,000 to provide free lunches to all 
Highlands School and Franklin High 
School students. This figure would cover 
the rate of  $4 per meal per student with 
a slight buffer if  needed. This is the same 
amount commissioners allocated from 
the fund balance last year to provide free 
lunches at both schools.

While it is uncertain if  free lunch 
will be provided at Highlands School and 
Franklin High School, all Macon County 
students will continue to receive free 
breakfast.

According to Lightner, in the near 
future providing free school lunches to all 
Macon County schools will no longer be 
a reality.

“We can’t make any promises for the 
2026-2027 school year,” said Lightner. “In 
a couple of  years if  the data continues to 
trend the way it is going right now, there 
are several other schools that are likely 
to not qualify as CEP Schools. We will 
be looking more like we did pre-COVID 
at that point. Prior to COVID, only East 
Franklin and Bartram Academy qualified 
for the program.”

Lightner said it’s important that 
Franklin High School and Highlands 
School complete the free and reduced 

• See SCHOOLS page 19
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The Highlands plateau and Cashiers Val-
ley area has a very active group of  croquet play-
ers and the area has the largest concentration 
of  croquet players in the US. Although many 
people think of  croquet as a sport for seniors, it 
is far from that and it is played by all age groups. 

Recently, Highland Falls Country Club 
hosted a 16-player Golf  Croquet Tournament 
and players in the event included the top two 
players in the United States who respectively are 
also the #2 and #4 players in the world. 

Both of  these young men (in their 20s) 
work as Croquet Professionals at clubs in North 

• Highland Falls CC: Darin Guffey (Cro-
quet Pro)

• Highlands CC: Edmund Fordyce (Cro-
quet Pro) & Hammond Rauers (Member)

• Cullasaja CC: Brian Lozano (Croquet 
Pro)

• Wildcat Cliffs: Sherif  Abdelwahab 
(Croquet Pro)

• Cedar Creek: Jack Rush (Croquet Pro)
• High Hampton: Crayton Morrow 

(Croquet Pro)
• Cedar Creek Club: Jack Rush (Croquet 

Pro) & Jim Teel (Member)
• Lake Toxaway: Simon Dentchev (Mem-

ber - his father is the Croquet Pro)
• Trillium Links & Lakes - Jim Jamison & 

Scott Spoerl (Members)
• Grandfather Mountain - Tom Balding 

(Croquet Pro)

Country Club of  Sapphire Valley 
hosts Cashiers Cares tournament

The Country Club of  Sapphire Valley 
recently hosted Cashiers Cares for its first 
Croquet Tournament. 

Kathie Gamble chaired the event and 
put the event together making it a smashing 
success. All positions were filled by croquet-
loving players from around the plateau — 
from Highlands to Sapphire and Trillium 
were all well represented. Players had several 
games playing with different opponents each 
time. 

The winners with the best scores were 
given prizes donated by local restaurants. A 
lunch followed at the Country Club where 
prizes were awarded to those winners. This 
first time event is significant in helping Ca-
shiers Cares continue its mission to help fund 
smaller local non-profits serving this area. 
The speaker at lunch was Crystal Jones, the 
Executive Director of  AWAKE. Crystal gave 
a poignant description of  child abuse vic-

tims in our area and the many needs and 
services that it entails. Southern Jackson 
County has its share of  children using 
those services, including mental health, 
legal representation to bring abusers to 
justice, and ongoing medical issues.

Cashiers Cares is an all-volunteer 
501©3 organization which fundraises for 
10 of  our local charities. Monies raised 
stays in Southern Jackson County to serve 
our residents in a broad manner, from 
young to old. For 2024 over $110,000 was 
distributed to these charities from fund-
raising. Full info on each of  the charities 
is on the website, cashierscares.org. Pam 
Kerr is the Board Chair and can be con-
tacted at pbk354@gmail.com.

Coming up in September is the 4th 
Annual Golf  Tournament hosted by Trill-
lium Golf  Club. That information can be 
found on the website also. The format is a 
scramble and open to 96 players.

Croquet is the fundraising rage in Macon 
and Jackson counties

Highlands Falls Country Club hosts golf-croquet tournament
Carolina and both have won US National 
tournaments as well as International tour-
naments. 

In addition, the #1 player in New Zea-
land and #11 in the world who also won 
the 2017 Under 21 World Champion was 
on the court. 

The youngest competitor was an 
11-year-old who recently competed in the 
World Under 21 tournament and the oldest 
competitor was 85ish who has competed at 
the National level. 

Matthew Essick won (The croquet pro 

at The Country Club Sapphire Valley). He 
beat Darin Guffey (The croquet pro at High-
land Falls CC) in the final (best of  3) 7-5, 7-3

Matthew is the 2025 USCA Golf  Cro-
quet National Champion in both singles and 
doubles. In 2022 - he was the WCF Golf  Cro-
quet World Champion

With the exception of  Wade Hampton, 
All of  the country clubs on the plateau offer 
croquet to their members. The United States 
Croquet Association (USCA) can assist people 
in locating a club in other areas of  the country

Local players:
The North Carolina clubs who partici-

pated in the 16-player Golf  Croquet Tour-
nament NC clubs will be represented in the 
tournament:

• Country Club of  Sapphire Valley - Mat-
thew Essick (Croquet Pro)

The team at the Highlands Falls Country Club tournament.

ilAC 
PERFORMiN6 ARTS CENTER 

HIGHLANOS , NC 

THE MODERN 
GENTLEMEN 

Sunday, July 20 I 4 pm



Page 16 - Highlands Newspaper -Thurs., July 10, 2025 - 828-200-1371

•biz/org neWS•

Each Friday and Saturday night from May through 
September, the Highlands Chamber of Commerce/

Visit Highlands, NC hosts live music downtown.

Outdoor Concert Series

Join us for our July concerts!
All shows take place from 6 – 8:30 p.m.

Independence Day
JULY 4

Diverse Groove 
**Special holiday concert in

Kelsey Hutchinson Founders Park**

JULY 11
Nitrograss

JULY 18
Johnny Webb Band

JULY 25
ABC Combo

visithighlandsnc.com

Friday Night Live 
Town Square | 343 Main Street

Saturdays on Pine 
Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park

411-499 Pine Street
Showcasing traditional

mountain music and local talent Featuring a variety of popular, 
regional bands and musicians 

JULY 5
Silly Ridge

**Special holiday Saturday
concert in  Town Square**

JULY 12
Shane Meade & The Sound

JULY 19
The Breakfast Club

JULY 26
The Boomers

On Saturday, July 5, The Bascom donors, members of the Campbell and Mahaffey families were 
on hand to cut the ribbon officially opening the new Salt Kiln Pavilion and patio. Heather and 
Horst Winkler were noted for providing the funds to build the pavilion and patio.

By Kim Lewicki
Prior to officially 

opening The Bascom’s 
new Soda Kiln on Satur-
day, Frank Vickery direc-
tor of  ceramics explained 
how The Bascom came 
to get the kiln and why it’s 
special.

“Getting to this point 
had a lot of  moving parts,” 
he said. 

After potter Justin All-
man of  Cashiers passed away due to COVID 
his salt kiln was offered to The Bascom and 
in November of  2023, a dozen volunteers 
set to work taking it down brick by brick. A 
forklift was used to load the 10,000 bricks on 
to a flatbed trailer and trucked them to The 
Bascom. The bricks were stored on the back 
patio for six months, while the vision of  the 
Salt Kiln on The Bascom campus came to 
fruition.

All told, it took 18 months from start 
to finish. Engineers were consulted to make 
sure the proper infrastructure was construct-
ed to support the weight of  the 22 cubic foot 
kiln, while architects designed the pavilion 
and patio to make sure it blended with The 
Bascom’s campus.

What transpired is a eye-pleasing, invit-
ing patio with tables, chairs and red umbrel-

las that showcase the kiln.
The kiln is fired with 

gas, but unlike traditional 
kilns, when the tempera-
ture reaches 2,200 de-
grees, on a 10-second 
count, with a weed spray-
er, sodium bicarbonate 
is sprayed through side 
ports, at which point the 
silica attaches to the clay 
body, and after firing it 
back up to 2,380 degrees, 

a magical glaze appears so no glazing is 
necessary to “finish” the piece. 

The Soda Kiln offers the cleanest 
form of  atmospheric firing – in contrast to 
wood or salt. 

Atmospheric firing refers to firing 
methods where the atmosphere within the 
kiln (the air surrounding the pottery) plays 
a significant role in the final appearance of  
the pieces. 

In atmospheric firing, the specific gas-
es, chemicals, and minerals present in the 
kiln’s atmosphere interact with the clay and 
glazes, creating unique colors, textures, and 
effects.

The Bascom donors, said the Salt Kiln 
has taken the ceramic department to a new 
level.

 

Bascom’s Salt Kiln pavilion officially opens



...IMMIGRATION 
continued from page 1

Your Ear, Nose and Throat (ENT) & Audiology Care  
All in One Location! 

Dr. Erica McVey, Audiologist 
University of Texas 

Dr. Keith Jackson, MD, ENT 
Emory University and  
Medical College of Georgia 

Contact: (706) 782-0478

162 Legacy Point Clayton, GA 30525

 
www.mountainlakesmedicalcenter.com / www.mlmcphysiciansgroup.com 

CONNECT
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tank and part of  the filter train installation, 
we are exploring the possibility of  secur-
ing additional outside funding to fully fund 
these upgrades.

Finally, this year, the project to replace 
critical parts of  the force main sewer line on 
US 64 west (Franklin Road), from the Mir-
ror Lake area to the business district, will 
get underway. It is a high-priority project 
that is being funded by the town, allowing it 
to be completed without undue delays and 
approvals. Engineering reports and stud-
ies conducted by CK Dixon identify areas 
of  the pipeline that have to be replaced. 
This project will get underway in the winter 
months when traffic volume will be at the 
lowest level of  the year.

...MAYOR from page 2

• See IMMIGRATION page 21

support law-abiding, undocumented citi-
zens who are at risk of  deportation.

The 1965 act favored immigrants from 
all parts of  the world, then in 1980 immi-
grant admissions were standardized by cre-
ating a system for refugee and resettlement 
as defined by the United Nations. 

In 1986 the Reagan administration 
passed the Immigration Reform and Con-
trol Act which was aimed at controlling and 
deterring illegal immigration by including 
provisions for legalization of  certain long-
term unauthorized immigrants, sanctions 
for employers who knowingly hired un-
documented workers, and increased border 
enforcement. 

Olvera’s father was granted amnesty 
under President Reagan’s 1986 bill – which 
legalized 2.7 million immigrants with a huge 
number of  those agricultural workers.

“A member of  that group was my fa-
ther, who was able to legalize under the am-
nesty bill and bring us over,” said Olvera. 

Prior to 1986 workers, usually male, 
could move safely across the border and 
back again so they could work during the 
growing season, return to their families and 
come back to the U.S. for the next season. 
This was the norm for Olvera’s father who 
was a field worker in Scaly Mountain.

But with the 1986 act also came in-
creased border enforcement so going back 
and forth was no longer an option. America 
still needed the workers so granting amnes-
ty so they could bring their families and stay 
put solved the problem.

The immigration system is complex 
with no one-size-fits-all path to citizenship, 
which is where Pisgah Legal comes in.

Representing the 18 counties in WNC, 
Pisgah Legal helps immigrants understand 
their rights and how to navigate the path to 
legality and eventually citizenship.

“Becoming documented – legal – is 
the issue and the challenge,” said Pisgah’s 
Gonzales. “A common question is ‘why 
don’t they do it the right way … get in line 
and apply?’The answer is, because the sys-
tem isn’t designed that way,” he said. “The 
length of  time it takes to obtain citizenship 
and do it legally is 18 years because only 
23,400 visas are issued each year.” 

He said meanwhile, despite the visa 
backlog there is a high need for employees 
in this country and to compound matters, 
depending on the political atmosphere, the 
path to legal immigration changes.

Understandably, after 9/11 regulations 
tightened to focus on security related to im-
migration so in 2002 the Dept. of  Home-
land Security was created which brought 
departments under one roof.
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Spiritually Speaking  • placeS to WorShip •
BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor (828) 421-1315

Sundays: School:10 a.m. , Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298

Sundays: School at 9:30; Worship 10:30
 GRACE CHAPEL ON HIGH HOLLY

9615 Dillard Rd Scaly Mountain, N C.
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas. http://www.Graceonhighholly.com
Sunday School 9:45; Worship 11; Prayer Service Wed 5:30p 

Men’s and Women’s Bible Study throughout the week 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 
The Rev’d Dr. Michael Matlock, Rector

464 U.S. Hwy. 64E, Cashiers, NC 
CAC@christanglicancashiers.org • 828-743-1701

Sunday: Adult Christian Ed, 9:15a; Holy Eucharist, 10:30a; 
Fellowship 11:45a; Wed: Bible Study/Contemplative Prayer, 5p

CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY. CASHIERS
Pastor Jacob Tedder • Jacob@cashiers.church • 743-5470 

www.cashiers.church
Sun. 10:45a; Wed Study5:15p supper and childcare.

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH
283 Spring Street - Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m.

Testimony meeting: 3rd Wednesday at 5:30 p.m.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685

3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC • Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sun: Service 10:45am, Children’s 10:30am

Wed.: Youth 5:30-7pm; Women’s Bible Study: Mon. 4:30pm, Tues. 
10am; Men’s Bible Study: Wed. & Thurs. 7am @ Zookeeper Bistro
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY

706. 746.3144 • 696 Sky Valley Way #447 
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas

Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd Sunday 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. W. Bentley Manning, Rector • 526-2968
5th and Main streets • www.incarnationwnc.org

Sunday: Rite I, spoken, 8 am in Chapel, Rite II with Choir 10:30 
am in Sanctuary, Wed: Healing Eucharist 12 pm in Chapel, 

Morning Prayer: Mon-Thurs 8:30 am in Chapel
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS

828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor • 220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Women’s 10:30 am
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Rev. Emily Wilmarth, pastor, Rev. Kelley Connelly Asso. Pastor
828-526-3175 • fpchighlands.org

Sun.: Adult Ed.: 10a; Worship 11a.; Tues: Men’s Group 10a;
 Wed: Bell Choir 4p. Chancel Choir:5:30p
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH

(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 
Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am

GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship

242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers

www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville. NC • 743-2729 • Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a. Worship 11a & 7p. Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson • 11339 Buck Creek Road
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily 

sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a. Wednesday Worship is 6:30p

HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
 Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376

In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
 909a Bluegrass and 11a Traditional

 www.highlandsmethodist.org
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA

2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
Rev. Ken Langsdrof

Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.
Visit our website: Holy Family Lutheran Highlands NC

MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah

Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11. Choir:6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE

Franklin • 828-634-1312 • mountainsynagoguewnc.com.
Services: 1st Fri. and 3rd Sat. and Rosh Hashanah & Yom 

Kippur. 
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 

743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church. 4224 Big Ridge 

(4.5 miles from NC 107) 
Weds: Youth Group 6 p.m.; Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; 

OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone – 526-2418
Sat. 4pm 5/24/25-10/25/25; Sun. - 11am 

SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby

Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 
ST. JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

Mass: Sun. 9a (English); Mon. 9:30a (Vatican II in Latin); Tues. 7p 
(Spanish); Wed.,9:30a (English)

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: • 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood

Sunday Rites-Holy Eucharist 9 & 11 am; Coffee Hour 
following 11 am Service

Bazaar Barn is open Friday & Saturday 10a-2p
www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 
85 Sierra Drive. Franklin • uufranklin.org  

Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
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Sr. Pastor 
Gary Hewins
Community Bible Church

The Book of  Revelation in the New Testament, may be 
one of  the least understood parts of  the Bible. The 
main point of  this book, the vital part of  the book, is 

often missed in its entirety. 
Hollywood, typically, does a pretty good job of  entertain-

ing the public by using the themes of  the Book of  Revelation. 
Any movie with an “End Times” kind of  feel has some allure. 
Who isn’t curious about prophesied, cosmic events unfold-
ing in today’s modern world? Today’s advances in technology, 
coupled with various nefarious figures on earth, possibly fit-
ting the description of  the Antichrist, can certainly sell tickets. 
In many respects, the world is preoccupied with the end of  all 
things as we know it. 

The true purpose of  the Book of  Revelation centers 
on the word “Apocalypse,” which simply means “unveiling.” 
The wild prophetic predictions published in many books over 
the past century have been consistently errant. The primary 
purpose of  this magnificent text is the unveiling of  the en-
tire Christ Himself. Enjoy the magnificent description of  the 
unveiled, glorified, everlasting Christ, who exposed the cause-
and-effect relationship between the cosmic throne in heaven 
and the ever-devolving earth below. “Revelation” reveals a 
richer and fuller understanding of  the risen Christ, far beyond 
the incarnate account of  Him growing up in Nazareth, walk-
ing around the countryside with young people only to revo-
lutionize His present-day world. The gospels rightly share a 
divine and human Christ coming to give Himself  as a ransom 
for sinful mankind. The Revelation goes much further. 

We should not forget that the Revelation was written 
for the seven persecuted churches who first received it as an 
encouragement. Some of  these seven churches were in ab-
ject poverty, highly persecuted, and many times imprisoned 
or martyred. The Roman Emperor, Domitian, claimed to be 
divine and anyone who did not worship and swear allegiance 
to him were harmed, banished from the marketplace and/or 
annihilated. The literacy rate of  the first century church may 
have been as low as 10%-15%. Were those first century re-
cipients expected to dissect and absorb the commentaries and 
literature as we do, while taking a mental leap into the 21st 
century? 

The Revelation unveils the Sovereign, majestic Christ, 
worthy to open scrolls no one else could ever consider open-
ing. The only appropriate response to seeing His glorified 
beauty and power is to worship Him. The book of  Revelation 
is intended not to scare you but woo you into the blessed-
ness of  seeing the King of  every King in an eternal context. 
For three years, the Apostle John enjoyed a transparent and 
special nearness to Christ. When John sees the vision of  the 
resurrected and glorified Christ in a heavenly context, he 
abandoned his previous familiarity and fell at Christ’s feet as 
though dead. 

Don’t miss the 
point of the 
Book of 
Revelation
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•police & Fire reportS•

...SCHOOLS continued from 14

THE 
FIREWOOD COMPANY

Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn!
Highlands . Cashiers . Clayton . Atlanta

828.200.3050 
bobhenritze@gmail.com • www.firewoodcompany.net

Highlands Police entries 
from July 5. Only the names 
of persons arrested, issued 
a summons/citation, issued 
a Class-3 misdemeanor or 
those of public officials have 
been used. 

July 5
• At 7:05 p.m., Charles Carroll 

Schoen IV, 61, of Naples, FL, was 
arrested for DUI when stopped 
on NC 106 (Georgia Road). He 
was issued a $800 secured bond. 
His trial date is Aug. 6.

The Highlands Fire & Res-
cue log from July 1.

July 1
• At 12:26 p.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence on Split Rail Row.

• At 4:48 p.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence on the Bowery.

• At 8:15 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence on Hideaway Trail.

July 2
• At 6:44 p.m., the dept. was 

first-responders to a residence on 
W. Cypress Lane.

July 3
• At 11:55 p.m., the dept. was 

first-responders to a residence on 
Crescent Trail.

• At 8:20 a.m., the dept. was 
first-responders to a residence on 
Skylake Drive.

• At 12:19 p.m., the dept. 
provided mutual aid in Jackson 
County at a residence on Macs 
View Drive.

• At 6:41 p.m., the dept. was 
first-responders to a residence on 
McCall Road.

July 4
• At 11:30 p.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence on US 64 west (Franklin 
Road).

• At 6:17 a.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a motor vehicle ac-
cident on US 64 west (Franklin 

lunch applications.
“We will be making a push 

for students and their families 
at both schools to fill out those 
applications, because the more 
families that we can get qualified 
as free and reduced helps us as 
they would then be truly covered 
by federal funds.” 

Lightner stated that he has 
submitted the free and reduced 
application to the state for their 
approval; once it has been ap-
proved, he can release and make 
it available for parents to fill out.

Pre-K Program
Chief  Academic Officer for 

Macon County Schools Mickey 
Noe presented an update on the 
Pre-K program at Highlands 
School. A year later than planned, 
the Pre-K program at Highlands 
School will not officially begin 
until the beginning of  the 2026-
2027 school year.

According to Noe, the proj-
ect is progressing well; however, 
there is still a lot that has to be 
done before the Pre-K program 
is a reality at Highlands School. 
To date all paperwork that has 
been submitted to the state has 
been approved. While there will 
be additional paperwork that 
has to be submitted, he said they 
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were on track. Pre-K furniture 
has been ordered and playground 
equipment and technology are in 
the discussion phase.

“Everything is moving in 
right directions with all those 
facets, so far so good,” said Noe. 
“The windows are out and the 
demolition in the media center is 
coming along to create the class-
rooms.”

However, the Pre-K program 
cannot start until the final license 
has been granted and a lot still has 
to be completed before this can 
happen.

“All classroom manipulatives, 
learning stations and curriculum 
have to be in place and then ap-
proved before the final license 
is approved. This would include 
computer programs, learning 
games and anything that will be 
used in those classrooms; it all has 
to be in place before we can you 
get the final license approved.”

Noe said it would cost up to 
$10,000 to set up the classrooms. 
The funds for this have not been 
budgeted and could be a discus-
sion point at the upcoming bud-
get workshop. 

The school system will use 
the Early Childhood Environ-
ment Rating Scale (ECERS-3) 

designed for use in preschools and 
kindergarten to assess both envi-
ronmental provisions and teacher-
child interactions that affect the 
broad developmental needs of  
young children ages three to five, 
as well as health and safety.

Tuition for future students in 
the Pre-K classrooms will be both 
private pay as well as state-funded 
slots. 

Soccer Field
Last May during a budget 

work session with commission-
ers, the school board requested 
funding to explore what it would 
take to have a turf  soccer field at 
Highlands School. After consult-
ing with representatives from As-
tro Turf, it was determined that 
$70,000 would be needed to com-
plete the initial phase of  engineer-
ing and planning.

This design and engineer-
ing piece would take up to three 
months to complete and an ad-
ditional three months would be 
needed to get all the necessary per-
mits for the project. 

The board of  commissioners 
did not allocate money for the As-
tro Turf  project; it is to be funded 
from the lump sum allocated to 
the school board.

Road).
July 5
• At 5:09 a.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence on Azalea Lane.

• At 7:25 a.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence on Azalea Lane.

• At 10:25 a.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence on Mirror Lake Road.

• At 2:29 p.m., the dept. was 
first-responders to a residence on 
Lower Lake road.

• At 6:06 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a CO2 alarm at a resi-
dence on Bruner Lane.

July 6
• At 8:55 a.m., the dept. was 

first-responders to a residence on 
US 64 west (Franklin Road).

• At 12:40 p.m., the dept. was 
first-responders to a residence on 
the Bowery.

• At 4:30 p.m., the dept. was 
first-responders to a residence on 
Horse Cove Road.

• At 2:13 p.m., the dept. was 
first-responders to a residence on 
Cullasaja Club Drive.

Who today is without a need 
for a deeper and increasingly des-
perate curiosity to engage with a 
more “unveiled” Christ? The sec-
ond coming of  Christ is no doubt 
exciting for those who believe. In 
the meantime, be encouraged to 
discover the less veiled Christ that 
John saw. He is like a freshly slain 
Lamb but equally the Shepherd of  
the flock. He holds the church -- 
His beautiful bride -- in His hand. 
He is omnipotent, omniscient as 
He sits on the throne of  grace, 
awaiting your arrival, your devoted-
ness, your prayer and your worship. 

He is worthy of  all praise. There are 
angelic creatures around His throne 
that have eyes all around them. 
Whichever direction they turn, they 
remain affixed on the majesty of  
Christ. 

May you discover a more un-
veiled Christ in the here and now. 
May we each have a refreshed per-
spective of  His splendor in our 
own hearts and minds today. May 
the Spirit of  God show us things of  
the Risen Son that baffle us, inspire 
us, even cause us to tremble. May 
your understanding and experience 
of  Christ be so acute and enlarged 

that your challenges seem ever so 
small. Look closely and see what He 
wants you to see. Listen closely for 
His voice that is like the sound of  
many waters. Ask Him in your own 
personal and humble way, to reveal 
Himself  to you. 

Do not worry over the end 
times and cost yourself  a new vision 
of  Christ, the hope of  glory. Christ 
is the epicenter of  all things. Look to 
him. Look for Him. Call out to Him. 
And let us run with perseverance the race 
marked	 out	 for	us,	fixing	 our	 eyes	 on	 Je-
sus, the pioneer and perfecter of  faith (Heb. 
12:1-2). 
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► 828-526-9325 ◄
Generators aren't just a "thing" we do, 

generators are all we do! 

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 log cabins nestled in 
the hemlocks 

on 25 acres at the base 
of Whiteside 
Mountain.

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

Ryan M. Bears
Branch Leader

Cell: 803-271-5426
Off ce: 828-526-8784 

ryan.bears@allentate.com

AALLLLEEN TN TAATTE RE REEAALLTTOORRSS//PPAAT AT ALLLLEEN RN REEAALLTTY GY GRROOUUPP  
HHIIGGHHLLAANNDDS & CS & CAASHSHIIEERRS NS NCC

2460 Cashiers Road • Highlands 828-526-2395
highlandslawnandgarden.com

Kiln dried 
FIREWOODFIREWOOD
Delivery or pickup

Quality Tree Care & Removal 18+ years

Fully Insured828-200-9217

estimates@mendozatree.com
mendozatreeservices.com

HIGHLANDS CHURCH
9a Sunday mornings

LIVE STREAM: Andy Stanley

Following Jesus makes your life better,
And makes you better at life!

For details, text Bee at 404-307-1415

Buck Creek Rd - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Road near the hospital

CHESTNUT STORAGE
Storage Units Available
Secure 24-Hour Access

Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms

Call today to find out why we’re
“Highlands Premier Facility”

828-482-1045 Look for our sign!

Crane 
Rentals 

Available

• • •

LISA THOMPSON
DOG SITTING

• daily drop-in visits
• overnight & extended 

stays
• dog walking

 828.424.4637

Align Therapeutic, PLLC 
Mental Health Therapy and Support Services 

Nicole Dilbeck, LCMHCA nicole@aligntherapywnc.com www.aligntherapywnc.com 828-526-6370Locations in Franklin and Highlands, NC 

Colleen Kerrigan, Broker
615-400-5498

colleen.kerrigan.wnc@gmail.com 

Authenticity, Honesty, Integrity 

Highlands Ollice 210 N. Fifth Street 
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Al  Stoneham
Realtor-Broker 

Luxury Home Specialist 
Licensed in NC & GA

Cell: 828-332-9767
al.stoneham@allentate.com

AALLLLEEN TN TAATTE RE REEAALLTTOORRSS//PPAAT AT ALLLLEEN RN REEAALLTTY GY GRROOUUPP  
HIHIGGHLHLAANNDSDS//SSCCAALLYY M MOOUUNNTTAAIINN//CCAASSHIHIEERRSS

•claSSiFieDS•
HELP WANTED
THE HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS LAND TRUST 

SEEKS A DEVELOPMENT COORDINATOR. This 
administrative professional will report to the Development 
Director and support a growing fundraising program. This is a 
part-time position with seasonal requirements and flexibility. 
For the complete job description please see “Job Postings” 
under “About Us” at hcltnc.org. Resumes (and any inquiries) 
should be submitted via email to personnel@hcltnc.org. (st. 
6/26)

AVAILABLE
CLIMATE-CONTROLLED CAR STORAGE. Lim-

ited availability. Email if interested: LB@vsurgic.com (st. 3/6)
FOR SALE
RV SITE - Class A only - in Wildflower Creek RV Resort. 

Just minutes from Highlands and Sky Valley. Full hook-up, con-
crete pad, landscaped and storage shed. $179,999. Also available, 
waterfront site, $399,999. For more info call 828-421-1709 or 
email bobnnancync@gmail.com. (st. 1/25)

1968 JAGUAR XKE S 1.5 ROADSTER CONVERT-
IBLE – Restored in very good condition 1 family owned All 
original paperwork available $80,000. 252-216-9197 (st. 7/3)

LAND - 7.5 miles south of Highlands, 8.64 acres with 
spring, by far the best view in the area at $200,000. 828-974-
1137. (5/1)

SEASONED FIREWOOD - Any size load. call 828-342-
6806. (st. 1/25)

TINY HOME LOTS FOR SALE. $55k-$85k ea. Each 
lot comes with GREAT MOUNTAIN VIEWS, water, power, and 
sewer run to each lot. www.TinyMountainEstates.com for more 
info. (10/30/25)

FOR RENT

HIGHLANDS 1-2 SPACES – 1 large or 2 smaller spac-
es for rent in popular Mill Creek Shopping Center next door to 
Blue Bike Cafe. Each space is 800 sq/ft at $2,333/mo OR both 
spaces at 1,600 sq/ft for $4400/mo. Inquires to Debi: bock7@
me.com or 404-323-9444. (st. 7/10)

4 BDM/3 BATH HIGHLANDS – Updated farm home, 
located between Highlands & Cashiers off Hwy 64. $4,500/
month, includes all utilities with high speed wifi. Call Marcy 828-
482-4239 (st. 7/10)

2BD/2BATH SINGLE WIDE $1,200 per month inter-
net included. First last security. Mark 828-200-0765. (st. 5/29)

SERVICES 
PLATEAU PAINTERS – Interior and exterior painting, 

pressure washing, decks, and sanding and staining wood floors. 
Division of Chatlos Construction. Fully insured. Free estimates. 
Call Mike at 828-200-4071. (6/26) 

JUNK REMOVAL SERVICE – We take anything. Call 
828-200-0492 (7/31) 

DUMP RUNS. Competitive Pricing. Call for details. 828-
421-2655. (4/30) 

HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS HANDYMAN – Chatlos 
Construction – Remodels, Additions, Framing, Siding, Roofing, 
Decks, Painting. References. Insured. 828-200-4071. (4/30)

NEED FURNITURE MOVED OR ANYTHING 
HAULED AWAY? Call or text James of Going Gone at 828-
421-2655. (7/31)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/KEVIN VINSON: scan-
ning photos, slides & negatives to CD or DVD for easier viewing. 
Video transfer to DVD. Everything done in house. Leave message 
at 828-526-5208.

• Same-day service for most maintenance 
and routine repairs.

• Top-tier diagnostic & programming tools 
– just like the dealer.

•  New tire, alignment & balancing  
equipment for precision and speed.

• Same experienced technicians.

We’re proud to be a family-owned company with 43 years in the 
business, and even prouder to now serve the Highlands community.

~ Bob Saladna, Owner

Here’s what’s Here’s what’s 
Highlands Automotive Highlands Automotive 

is all about!is all about!

We service ALL domestic and foreign vehicles. 
Also serving customers in:

Atlanta, GA | Dallas, TX | Houston, TX
Come see the difference.

828-787-2360
2851 Cashiers Road, Highlands

“Currently, there are six departments immigrants have 
to, or may access, to deal with residency/citizenship each 
with its own hierarchy and set of  regulations and way of  
dealing with immigrants,” said Gonzales, 

There is the United States Citizenship and Immigra-
tion Services which deals with benefits allotted immigrants; 
Immigration Customs and Enforcement and Customs 
and Border Patrol (ICE) which is the enforcement arm 
and works with local law enforcement through the 287G 
which means local law can act on behalf  of  ICE; there is 
the Executive Office Immigration Review which is immigra-
tion court; and there is the Board of  Immigration Appeals, 
which appeals court orders. 

However, there are ways to be in America legally.
In 2012, Deferred action for Childhood Arrivals 

(DACA) was passed that allowed young people who arrived 
before 2007 to have some sort of  temporary legal status. 
These are children who were brought over by their parents 
but who don’t have any type of  legal documents. No new 
applications are being accepted but they can be renewed ev-
ery two years for $580, so recipients can get a work permit, 
but it’s not a path to citizenship.

There is a 2-part process for juveniles who were abused, 
abandoned, or neglected but they must first go through the 
state court with an order that verifies that status. In those 
cases, a visa can be had in five years, but juveniles age-out at 
18, so cases must be completed by then.

Asylum is another path to legality, though not citizen-
ship. It’s for immigrants who fear persecution in their home 
country due to race, religion, nationality, political opinion, or 
membership in a particular social group. They must apply 
for asylum within one year of  entering the U.S.

Gonzales said these cases are hard to win and because 
there aren’t enough judges there is a huge backlog. However, 
it’s a way to be in the country legally at least temporarily.

Then there are UVisas for undocumented victims of  
certain serious crime who are likely to assist with the inves-
tigation and/or prosecution of  a crime that occurred in U.S. 
or a U.S. territory, or have suffered substantial physical and/
or mental injury as a result of  the crime. The victim must 
submit an I-918B UVisa Certification signed by a designated 
law enforcement or judicial official to begin the process. 

“This is where local law enforcement can get involved,” 
said Gonzales. “Unfortunately in Western North Carolina, 
not all law enforcement agencies agree to help in this way, 
though Highlands Police Chief  Andrea Holland has helped.”

UVisas are granted for a four-year period along with 
work authorization and the person is eligible to apply for 
legal permanent residency after three years.

Gonzales said this isn’t an easy or fast path to legality.
“The crimes which come under this category are par-

ticularly heinous,” he said. “And you don’t want to be in-
volved with them.” 

Additional paths to legal status include a battered 
spouse waiver and a Tvisa for victims of  labor or sex traf-
ficking, and family-based petitions. Temporary Protect Sta-
tus, special work visas, diversity lottery, refugees, parole-in-
place for families of  military personnel and Uniting Ukraine, 
are other programs.

Attorney Gonzales said undocumented people who 
live in America have protections under the Constitution.

“We provide this information to the community to 
educate them to rights, not to encourage unlawful activity,” 
he said.

...IMMIGRATION continued from page 17



Page 22 - Highlands Newspaper -Thurs., July 10, 2025 - 828-200-1371

•highlanDS area eventS•
POOL SCHEDULE
• Lap Swim: Mon.-Fri. 6am-

9:45am, and Saturday 10am-11pm 
- 6 lanes. Water Aerobics: 18 y+ 
Mon.-Fri. 10-11am with Karen 
Chambers. Adult Swim: 18y+ 
Mon.-Thurs. 11am-3:30pm, Friday 
11am-1:30pm. Public Swim: Mon. 
thru Fri.. 11a-7pm, Saturday 11am-
6pm and Sunday 1-6pm

PICKLE BALL 
• At the Recreation Dept. 

every Monday - Friday 10am-1pm 
indoors for the winter (notice the 
days and time has changed), 

THIS WEEK’S MOVIES
•No movies until September
MOUNTAIN FINDINGS 
• Open: 10 am - 1 pm. Spruce 

Street. www.mountainfindings.org
SATURDAY MARKET
• Farmers Market in KH 

Founders Park on Pine Street 
from 8a-12:30p rain or shine.

ALL WEEK
• Alcoholics Anonymous: 

“Open Meetings” are for any-
one who thinks they may have a 
drinking problem or for anyone 
interested in the A.A. program 
of recovery. Highlands Mountain 
View Group holds open meetings 
in Highlands at the First Presbyte-

rian Church, 471 Main St., on Mon-
day at 5:30 PM and Wednesday and 
Friday at noon. Women’s Group 
5:30, Tuesdays. The Cashiers Valley 
Group holds open meetings at the 
Albert Carlton Cashiers Commu-
nity Library Tuesday at 7 PM, Friday 
and Sunday at 5 PM, and Saturday 
at 9 AM. For more info, visit www.
aawnc80.org or to speak with a 
member of AA 24/7 at 828-349-
4357.

Mon.Thurs.
• At First Presbyterian 

Church, ArtSpace is open from 9 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. The next exhibit 
will start in mid-August. For infor-
mation contact fpchkelley@gmail.
com 

Mon-Wed-Fri
• Aerobics with Tina Rogers 

8-9am at the Rec Park.
• Balance, Stretch & Strength-

en Class at the Rec Park 8:30-
9:30am. The cost for the class is 
$30 a month and is led by Cathy 
Hodgson. Call the Recreation 
Department at 828-526-3556 for 
more information.

Mon., Tues., Thurs.
• The Food Pantry behind 

the Methodist Church on Spring 
Street is open from 10a-6p.

• Exercise Class with Michelle 
Lane at the Rec Park at 5:30. A 
combo class with different types of 
exercise. 828-526-3556

Mondays
• At the Literacy Council, 

Free Online Weekly Classes. 6:30 - 
7:30p. Online via ZoomFor the link, 
visit http://theliteracyandlearning-
center.org/esl

Second Mondays
• The local chapter of PEO, 

an off-campus sorority founded in 
the 1800s that provides grants and 
loans to women with financial need 
who want to return to school or 
further their education meets at 
10 a.m. For more info call president 
Paula McDonald at 706-372-3004 

2nd Tuesdays
• Highlands Writers Group 

meets on alternate Tuesday after-
noons at 3pm. Writers still uncom-
fortable with in-person gatherings 
may participate via Zoom meetings 
For more info contact Bud Katz at 
either 828-526-3190 or at budan-
dlynn@me.com 

Tuesdays
• Strength Training at the Rec 

Park 8:15-9:15 am. 
• At Wayfarers Chapel, Work-

shop for Writers – Tuesdays from 
5-6:30 PM. 

Wednesdays thru Sept.
• Farmers Market every 

Wednesday May-Sept. at the Cow-
ee School Arts & Heritage building 
in Franklin at 51 Cowee School Dr.

2nd Wednesdays
• Hudson Library, in partner-

ship with VAYA Health, is hosting an 
educational series on adult mental 
health topics, at 11 AM.. To register, 
stop by the library or cll 828-526-
3031. 

2nd & 4th Wed.
• Digital Navigators will be at 

the Hudson Library the second 
and fourth Wednesdays 1PM - 3PM 
of each month to help patrons with 
their tech needs. Bring a smart-
phone, laptop, or other digital de-
vice to receive free assistance and 
support. No appts are required - all 
are welcome.

 Thursdays
• Kickboxing 8:15-9:15a. at the 

Rec Park. No martial arts back-
ground necessary Contact the 
Recreation Department at 828-
526-3556 for more info.

• At First Presbyterian Church 
a free concert “Music for Prayer” 
at noon. These casual concerts are 
almost entirely improvised and 

last 30-45 minutes. This offering is 
called Music For Prayer.

• At Hudson Library, special 
children’s events will be on tap on 
Thursday afternoons at 3:30 Kids 
Zone programs. 

• At the Highlands Nature 
Center, free Zahner Conservation 
Lectures at 6 p.m. Small reception 
follows.

Fridays
• At Hudson Library, Friday af-

ternoons at 2 PM, there’s a variety 
of children’s programs including 
board games, STEM programs, and 
crafts.

3rd Saturdays
• The American Legion Post 

370 meets at the First Method-
ist Church at 315 Main St. in their 
community room/909 chapel. We 
serve breakfast at 9 AM and hold 
our monthly meeting at 10 AM. 
We invite ALL veterans to attend. 
Email ncpost370@gmail.com for 
more information or just join us 
at 9am.

Sundays through August
• Church in the Wildwood, on 

Horse Cove Road. Old Fashioned 
Hymn Sing 7-8 p.m.

Sundays
• At Wayfarers Chapel, Sunday 

Service: 10 AM Sunday Morning. 
Stick around for visitation and cof-
fee hour immediately after service. 
(Coffee hour is replaced by pot-
luck dinner the 1st Sunday of each 
month). 

Through July 20
• Online Macon County 

youth soccer registration ends 
July 20th and practice will begin 
the week of August 11th. Games 
will start Saturday, August 30th.

Thru July 13
• Presented by the Mountain 

Theatre Co., The Marvelous Won-
derettes and Forever Plaid at the 
Performing Arts Center on Chest-
nut Street. For tickets call 828-
526-2695 or go to boxoffice@
mountaintheatre.com

Sat. & Sun., July 12 -13
• Pickleball on the Plateau 

Tournament at the Highlands Rec 
Park. Saturday, Men’s & Women’s; 
Sunday, Mixed. Prizes, Raffle and 
Swag Bag. For more info call Dr. 
Sue Aery at 828-200-9191. 

July 12-15
• Highlands-Cashiers Cham-

ber Music Festival presents Week 
2 in Highlands and Cashiers. Go 
to h-cmusicfestival.org for details.

Sat., July 12
• The Cowee School Arts & 

Heritage will have over 20 ven-
dors on Saturday from 9a to 2p. 
Vendor booths will have an array 
of antique goods, pottery, fiber 
arts and other local crafts. Cof-
fee and pastries will be on sale in 
the Mercantile Store during the 
event.

Wed., July 16,23,30
• At the Literacy Council, 

Tinker Time for Tots and Care-
givers. 11 am – Noon. FREE. No 
registration required

Thurs., July 17
• At First Presbyterian 

Church on Main Street, Family/
Children’s Concert featuring the 
Gary Motley Trio co-sponsored 
by Highlands-Cashiers Chamber 
Music Festival with Ice Cream 
Social following in Coleman Hall 
at 3pm. 

Fri., July 18
• At PAC, Rodney Marsalis’ 

Philadelphia Big Brass at 7:30 
p.m. For tickets, go to highlands-
performingarts.com/concerts.

• At Hudson Library, At-
lanta/Highlands author Maggie 
Bailey will introduce her recent 
cozy mystery, Quilty as Charged, 
on Friday July 18 at 2PM. Books 
will be available for purchase and 
signing at this free program. 

Sun., July 20
• At PAC, The Modern Gen-

tlemen – long time members of 
“Frankie Valli & The four Sea-
sons – at 4 p.m. For tickets, go 
to highlandsperformingarts.com/
concerts.

July 21 – 25 
• At the Literacy Council, 

FREE summer camps. College 
Essay Boot Camp. 2 - 4 pm. High 
School Seniors and Recent Grads

Wed., July 23
• The Sky Valley Garden 

Club is hosting an Arts and 
Crafts Show on Wednesday from 
10 am to 2 pm at the Sky Valley 
Country Club located at 568 Sky 
Valley Way.

• At First Presbyterian 
Church on Main Street, Trey 
Clegg Chamber Singers at 2pm.

Sun., July 27
• For the Literacy Council, 

Swingin’ Soiree at The Farm at 
Old Edwards. To purchase tickets 
and for information visit https://
www.theliteracyandlearningcen-
ter.org/swingin

world’s youth and inspiring them 
to reach for their dreams. A veri-
table “dream team” of  virtuoso 
brass players, the group burst 
onto the music scene with a de-
but performance in Philadelphia’s 
Kimmel Center in Verizon Hall, 
a residency for the Mann Center 
for the Performing Arts, and a 
special feature on the National 
Public Radio show, “All Things 
Considered.” 

Performances by The Rod-
ney Marsalis Philadelphia Big 
Brass range from solo trumpet, 
to brass quintet, to the full elev-
en-piece ensemble with percus-
sion. Their programs include 
holiday concerts, mini-concerts 
for schools, and traditional brass 
concerts with optional organ or 
choir. Brothers on the Battlefield: 
The Power of  Love, covers music 
from the Civil War through the 
Civil Rights Movements. 

Then on Sunday, it’s The 
Modern Gentlemen at 4p.

For them it all started with 
the Rock and Roll Hall of  Fame 
group Frankie Valli & The Four 
Seasons.

Brothers Brian and Brandon 
Brigham and Landon Beard and 
Todd Fournier have been heralded 
as “The MODERN Day Keepers 
of  the Classics,” earning acclaim 
for their timeless vocal harmonies 
and dedication to preserving clas-
sic hits. 

Their harmonies are unpar-
alleled, seamlessly transitioning 
between genres and eras that tran-
scend time featuring electrifying 
performances feature an eclectic 
array of  chart-topping hits from 
Motown, The Beach Boys, The 
Beatles, Eagles, Queen, Bee Gees, 
Billy Joel, Doo Wop & more, in-
cluding a special tribute to Frankie 
Valli & The Four Seasons.

For tickets for either or both 
performances, got to highlands-
performingarts.com/concerts

...PAC continued from page 1
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 Ace is the Place, 

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

Country Club Properties
 Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals. 
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery

Highlander 
Mountain 

House 
& 

The Ruffed 
Grouse 
Tavern

highlandermountainhouse.com

Darlene  Conley
Mountain Luxury

Your Dream. Your Journey. YOU’RE 
HOME!

Dedicated to finding the home you’ve 
always wanted.

Cell: 404-427-2448
darlene.conley@ allentate.com

AALLLLEEN TN TAATTE RE REEAALLTTOORRSS//  
PPAAT AT ALLLLEEN RN REEAALLTTY GY GRROOUUPP

450 N. 4th St. Highlands, NC
828-526-5522

www.highlandsproperties.com

Wei chert. 
REALTORS 

Highlands Properties 

 Local Expertise, Global Connections. 
114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706Sheryl Wilson

Licensed in NC and GA
Cell: 828-787-1895 
pamela.nellis@yahoo.com 

Highlands Office | 210 N. 5th Street

Tean1 RickSteve 
"The Powe1· of3" 

Trusted advisors 
providing impeccable 
personalized service 

FAYE WURM
828.200.1345 
faye@bhhsmmr.com
2334 Cashiers Rd, Highlands
https://fayewurm.meadowsmtnrealty.com/

Of the 55,000+ BHHS agents across the globe,
Faye ranks in the TOP 2% and is a 

Luxury Collection Specialist.

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742 

AndreaGabbard@
gmail.com

Charming 
Mountain 

Retreat 
Near Downtown 

Highlands

42 Hemlock Ridge

4 BR 4 BTH
2 fireplaces

2 screened-in 
porches

Gated community
Sold furnished

Offered for 
$2,400,000

Bryson’s
Food 
Store

Historical 
Village

Rest
Rooms

Hudson 
Library

Visitor 
Center

KH Founders 
Park

Police Station
Fire Station



cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

242 S. 4th St. on Main 
Street

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

828-526-2338

 ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

42 Years of Fine Dining
Now Open

7 nights
5:30-9p

JULIE OSBORN 
& PAT ALLEN

MORE THAN 33 YEARS OF
EXEMPLARY SERVICE ON THE PLATEAU

VOTED AMERICA’S BEST

828.200.6165 | 828.200.9179
julie.osborn@allentate.com
pat.allen@allentate.com

Our clients rate us 5 out of 5

MITZI RAUERS
Broker / Luxury Collection
Specialist
(404) 218-9123
mitzi@bhhsmmr.com

*Based on 2023 sales data. Out of a global network 
of 55,000+ BHHS agents.

If you want an 
award-winning 
real estate 
experiece, choose 
an award-winning
agent.

Why call Jody? 
Ranked the #l Broker in North Carolina 
for over a decade-and for good reason! 
Whether you're buying or selling, she 
brings unparalleled market expertise, 
top-tier negotiation skills and a 
commitment to delivering exceptional 
results. Your dream home or top-dollar 
sale is just one call away-you deserve 
the best! With over $1 Billion in sales. 
you can be the next beneficiary of this 
track record. 
Call her personally at 828.226.6303. #1 Broker 

IN NORTH CAROLINA 

$1 Billion+ 
TOTAL CAREER SALES VOLUME 

ToplOO 
SOTHEBY'S INTERNATIONAL REALTY AGENT 
WORLDWIDE 

HIGHLANDS CASHIERS

People ... are 
the investments 

that matter 
most

HighlandsCashiersCIRE.com
210 North Fifth Street, 
Highlands, NC 28731

 Deborah “Bee” Gleeson 
404.307.1415 

BeeGlee4@Gmail.com 
and

Pat Gleeson
828.782.0472 

PatrickGleeson4@Gmail.com

HIGHLANDS OFf'ICE 

Cell: 828-736-1198 
Office: 828-526-4663 
ann@landmarkrg.com 


