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Join us for the Christmas Parade!

Join the crowds as they line Main Street for Highlands’ parade ex-
travaganza beginning at 10a, Sat., Dec. 6. Santa will also be in the KH 
Founders Park after the parade to hear Christmas wishes. 

Highlands annual 
Christmas Parade is Sat., Dec. 6

Candidate 
filing notice 
for Macon 
County’s 
2026 race

Notice is hereby given for 
the Filing Notice of  Candidacy 
for the 2026 Primary Election. 
Filing began Monday, December 
l, 2025 at noon and will end on 
Friday, December 19, 2025 at 
noon per G.S. 163294.2(c).

The following seats are open 
for filing at the Macon County 
Board of  Elections office:

SHERIFF – the filing fee is 
$921.25; Brent Holbrooks cur-
rently holds the seat

REGISTER OF DEEDS 
– the filing fee is $722.99; Todd 
Raby currently holds the seat

CLERK OF COURT – the 
filing fee is $1,117.26; Shauna 
Lamb currently holds the seat

DISTRICT ATTORNEY – 
the filing fee is $1,673.37; Ashley 

• See FILING page 7

Mountain Theatre Company’s 2025 Season wraps up with Home 
for the Holidays Dec. 5 – Dec. 21. An all-new production featuring 
holiday classics, sparkling costumes, and breathtaking choreogra-
phy. Always the perfect gift for anyone in your family. For tickets 
go to www.mountaintheatre.com/tickets-box-office

By Kim Lewicki
As Mary Beth Brody said 

during the public comment 
portion of  the November Town 
Board meeting, Highlands is a 
highly educated, vibrant, socio-

economic community and the 
Hudson Library is a vital piece 
of  Highlands’ puzzle – one that 
enriches the lives of  the young, 
old, full-timers and part-timers.

“I hope when you hear the 

library board’s presentation to-
night, you give it your worthy 
consideration,” she said.

Commissioners learned 
that a new chapter has begun 

New chapter at Hudson Library begins

Home for the Holidays
‘Spirit of the Season’
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•Snapshot•
Santa is ready to hear wishes!

Santa will be in 
the KH  
Founders Park 
on Pine Street to 
hear Christmas 
wishes Dec. 6 
after the parade, 
Dec. 12 and Dec. 
20 from 11a to 
3p. Children can 
also put a letter 
to Santa in the 
mailbox in the 
park. He will  
collect them  
during his visit.

Photo by Kim Lewicki

At the last meeting of  the 
Southwestern Regional 
Planning Commission, 

director Russ Harris presented 
a report on regional economic 
development. For several years, 
the commission has been im-
plementing a Comprehensive 
Economic Development Strat-
egy for the seven counties of  
Western North Carolina.

The report contained in-
teresting data on the region’s 
economic health. For instance, 
the median family income in WNC is 
$54,800. For the state, the median in-
come is $69,900. 

The top Western Carolina industry 
sectors in 2024 were local government, 
restaurants and other eating places, and 
education and hospitals. When one 
thinks about the major industries in 
Highlands and Macon County, those 
categories match up with other counties. 
Our town employs about 74 workers, 

and our school and hospital are 
major employers too. Our hospi-
tality industry, especially restau-
rants, is a substantial part of  our 
economy.

The population of  Western 
Carolina has been steady, with 
modest growth as of  2024. The 
current population is 211,585, 
which represents a 0.9% increase 
from 2023. The state average for 
this period was a 1.51% increase. 
I was surprised by this figure. I 
thought that, coming out of  CO-

VID, the regional population growth would 
have been larger.

Nevertheless, in Highlands, our last 
census figure was 1065 full-time residents. 
We have had modest yearly population 
growth for several decades. While we have 
a steady flow of  retirees moving to the Pla-
teau, we also experience an equally steady 
decline in our aging population.

The other economic measure for the 
region centers around employment. As of  
August 2025, the regional unemployment 
rate mirrored the state rate of  3.7%. From 
2019 to 2024, job growth in the region in-
creased by 3.1%, a modest number. 

An eye-catching number in the report 
was the labor force participation rate. Only 
51.8% of  the population in WNC was in 
the workforce, compared to 60% at the 
state level. Director Harris pointed out that 
the anomaly was due to the high percentage 
of  retirees living in the region.

The big question arising from this 
economic data was: what strategies should 
be pursued to support economic vitality 
in WNC? The Comprehensive Economic 
Development Strategy of  the Southwest-
ern Commission has four goals. So much 
of  the commission’s work focuses on these 
goals. Towns and counties are also focused 
on these goals.

The first goal is to build an economy 
aligned with the region’s culture and as-
sets. This goal focuses on regional indus-
tries such as retail, agriculture, and food 
services. The commission is highly active 
in supporting small businesses by securing 
business development grants. It operates a 

Southwestern Regional Planning 
Commission meeting recap
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298 Pine Forest Road
Sapphire, NC 28774 | $2,895,000 | MLS #1001367 
Ken Fernandez & Nancy Warriner | 828.507.3156

Highlands, NC 28741 | $2,400,000 | MLS #1002198 
Julie Osborn | 828.200.6165

#1 in the Carolinas#1 in the Carolinas
Since 1957Since 1957

SAPPHIRE OFFICE  |  828.507.3156
CASHIERS OFFICE  |  828.547.0022

WILDCAT CLIFFS OFFICE  |  828.526.4525

HIGHLANDS-DOWNTOWN OFFICE  |  828.526.8784

Scan to see our luxury listingsScan to see our luxury listings

ALLEN TATE REAL ESTATE



Jeannie Chambers
Chambers Realty 
& Vacation Rentals
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•Investing at 4,118 Ft• 
Living the High Life

You’ve probably heard 
the line, “I wasn’t born 
in –fill in the blank—

but I got here as fast as I 
could.” If  they didn’t say it, al-
most all second-homeowners 
have thought it. 

One of  the best ways to 
see if  you’re ready to bite the 
bullet and buy a second home 
is to pretend you’ve already 
done it. If  you live within a 
day’s drive, preferably two-three 
hours away, from the town un-
der consideration for a second 
home, it makes perfect sense to rent first 
and buy later.

You can rent almost any home any-
where with a 30-night minimum, but why 
not make it longer? It’s a great way to 
see what it may look like for you to have 
a second home. Two months have eight 
weekends you could be spending in your 
home-away-from-home. Chances are, you 
probably wouldn’t come back every week-
end, but then again, you may decide to stay 
a week or two before going back to your 
primary residence. This is the part where I 
say, “But wait! There’s more!” And there is, 
the sweet spot of  vacation rentals is when 
you rent for three months or more, you 
won’t pay the occupancy tax. That’s close 
to a 10% savings off  your rental.

This isn’t a new thing. Our office 
has been offering vacation rentals since 
the ‘70s, and at that time, there were a lot 
of  families who rented the whole sum-
mer and many of  those renters became 
second-homeowners. There were many 
times that at least one of  the group, usu-
ally a husband and wife, would leave to go 
back to work during the week during their 
stay, or sometimes, they’d rent two or three 
months and come a week late and/or leave 
a week or so early. Nowadays, many peo-
ple can work from anywhere, at least for a 
temporary period. 

The last two or three decades have 
seen lots of  changes in vacation rentals, 
though. Renters feel like if  they’re paying 
for a night, they want their head in the bed 
here, but maybe it’s time to consider the al-
ternative. If  people are coming to stay two 

or three nights, a hotel is fine 
for most, but for a longer stay, 
a hotel suite can feel cramped 
and what about meals? Most 
hotel suites have provisions 
for a heat-and-eat and a small 
refrigerator, and some have 
other amenities that make the 
stay nice, but that’s not giving 
you an idea of  what it’s like to 
live here, is it? You can stay 
in a hotel anywhere, but to 
live in a private residence is a 
whole other experience.

So, why not live like many 
of  the second-homeowners do? Come 
for a weekend, a week or a month. If  
you have to leave during your tenancy, 
lock up and leave and come back the 
next weekend. Second-homeowners 
have obligations and go back and forth 
to their primary residence all the time. 
It’s the best of  both worlds! 

Whether you’re in the market to 
buy a second home or not, renting for 
an extended period has many benefits, 
like getting to know the area. You’ll have 
more time to scope out all the areas to 
either see where you would like to rent 
next, or where you’d like to buy. Un-
less you’re a hermit, you will probably 
start meeting people from all walks of  
life, maybe joining some of  the many 
non-profit groups, churches, and at-
tending club meetings and volunteering 
at events. You may even find you have 
a standing appointment with your hair 
stylist, massage therapist or chiroprac-
tor. And another best part? When it’s 
time to go home for a few days or a 
week, you don’t have to pack up every-
thing, just get in the car like other sec-
ond-homeowners, and when you come 
back, “your home” is just as you left it. 

Some of  the best three-month 
rentals are May, June and July, or Au-
gust, September and October or Octo-
ber, November and December. Each of  
these will give you a taste of  different 
seasons which is important if  you’re 
planning to buy a second home … or 
just living the high life as a pretend sec-
ond-homeowner.
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Walk to town and enjoy the 
beautifully landscaped lot, 
with pond and waterfall,  
view of Harris Lake and  

Satulah Mountain. 
4 BR/4 bath, very unique 
with too many features to 

list.

Satulah Falls is this 3.48 
acre tract just outside the 
town limits. This is the last 
piece of land owned by the 

Harbison family.

4 BR/2 bath ‘yesteryear’  
cottage with ‘Old Highlands’ 

Charm. Love it like it is,  
renovate to your liking, or 

use while building your 
dream home on the 1.21 +/- 

acre lot.

Zoned B-4 
(light commercial) or 

residential. Ready for your 
renovations.

Private location. Close to 
town, landscaped with  

perennials, wrap-around 
deck, easy parking and  

workshop

One of the last BEST 
locations this close 

to Main Street. 

2BR/2BA 
storybook cabin 

Have you ever 
wanted your own 

waterfall?

Your own Highlands 
Sanctuary

2 minutes to Main 
Street 

MLS #1002100 
$765,000 MLS # 1002193

$995,000

MLS #1002006
$3,850,000

MLS #105769
$750,000MLS #103221

$2,700,000

401 N. 5th Street, Highlands • 828-526-3717 • info@highlandsiscalling.com • www.highlandsiscalling.com

Commercial • Cabins • Close to Town • Sanctuary • Waterfalls

at the Hudson Library with a $1.5 mil-
lion capital campaign that over the next 
18 months will enhance the interior to 
accommodate all ages with new des-
ignated areas, furniture, lighting and 
more, but most of  all the grounds of  
the property will be developed.

Over the past year, board member 
Andy Chmar said the library had 30,768 
visitors, with 6,076 cardholders. It pre-
sented 204 programs, opened its meet-
ing and study-room 866 times with visi-
tors logging 17,135 internet sessions. 
But now the library board is ready to 
offer even more.

A recent community needs assess-
ment survey indicated a need for more 
work and study spaces, updated furni-
ture, more shelving, young adult spaces 
and outdoor spaces.

According to Chmar, the first 
$600,000 the Hudson Library Founda-
tion has raised and has on hand will be 
used to develop outdoor spaces. 
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•Highlands Dining•

Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p • Sun. 11a to 7p 
Closed Tuesdays

828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
at Highlander Mountain House 

Open for 
LUNCH

Wednesday-Saturday
11:30-3p

Open for
SUNDAY BRUNCH

with Blue Grass music
10a-3p

Open for 
DINNER

Wednesday-Saturday
5:30-9p

highlandermountainhouse.com
290 Main Street • Highlands • 828-526-2590

Now serving wine, 
beer & coffee! 

Open to the public!

Coffee Bar 8a to 4p daily
Wine/Beer Bar:
Thurs-Sat 5-10p

208 N. 5th St. • Village Square • Next to Pine St. Park

Sandwich shop and 
gourmet food market

Open Year-Round
Mon.-Fri.. 11:30a to 4p 

Sat., noon-4

The Secret Garden

Call (828) 305-7509 to place a pick-up order.
Catering and Custom Charcuterie

Courtyard and Indoor seating!Courtyard and Indoor seating!

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round
Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Lunch: 11a-3:30p 
Dinner: 

5:30p - closed

Open 7 Days 
for Lunch & Dinner

828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com
US 64w • Highlands

42 Years of Fine Dining
OPEN
7 nights
5:30-9p

Now Offering 

 Catering

DINE IN OR TAKE IT TO GO 
226 South 4th Street, Highlands, NC 

HighlandsBurrito.com

 Highlands' Favorite Spot for Fast, Fresh Mexican 
& the Best Margaritas in Town

531 Smallwood Ave | 828-526-9419 | Highlands

Highlander Caleb Brown announces run for NC House District 120
Caleb Brown, a teacher, coach, and National Guards-

man, announced today that he is running for the North 
Carolina General Assembly in House District 120.

Brown, who has made Highlands his home for the 
last seven years, said his campaign will focus on “strong 
schools, healthy communities, and an economy that 
works for Western North Carolina families.” His pri-
orities include fully funding public education, lowering 
household costs, expanding access to healthcare, and 
making sure local voices are heard in Raleigh.

“As a teacher, I see firsthand the pressures our fami-
lies face, from rising grocery bills to the lack of  good-
paying jobs close to home,” Brown said. “Western North 
Carolina deserves a representative who will listen, lead 
with integrity, and put people ahead of  partisanship. I’m 
running to make sure our communities aren’t left be-
hind.”
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•Dining•
19

Popsicle 
Flavors!

•Letters•

MEXICAN RESTAURANT
& TEQUILA BAR

HIGHLANDS
NORTH CAROLINA

72 Highlands Plaza • Highlands • 828-482-2974

OPEN: Monday-Saturday 11a to 9p

29
Ice Cream 
Flavors!

Summit Sweet Ice Cream Shop 
In Wright Square • 73 Main Street 

Open 7 days a week •11a to 8p.

...FILING continued from page 1

Highlander Caleb Brown announces run for NC House District 120
Caleb Brown, a teacher, coach, and National Guards-

man, announced today that he is running for the North 
Carolina General Assembly in House District 120.

Brown, who has made Highlands his home for the 
last seven years, said his campaign will focus on “strong 
schools, healthy communities, and an economy that 
works for Western North Carolina families.” His pri-
orities include fully funding public education, lowering 
household costs, expanding access to healthcare, and 
making sure local voices are heard in Raleigh.

“As a teacher, I see firsthand the pressures our fami-
lies face, from rising grocery bills to the lack of  good-
paying jobs close to home,” Brown said. “Western North 
Carolina deserves a representative who will listen, lead 
with integrity, and put people ahead of  partisanship. I’m 
running to make sure our communities aren’t left be-
hind.”

Guard, my mission has always been the same: to serve 
others,” Brown said. “In Raleigh, I’ll fight to bring re-
sources back to our region, strengthen our schools, and 
ensure working families can thrive right here in Western 
North Carolina.”

Background on NC House District 120
North Carolina’s 120th House District includes the 

far western counties of  Cherokee, Clay, Graham, and Ma-
con. In 2024, Republican Karl Gillespie won re-election, 
continuing the GOP’s control of  the seat. The district, 
however, is changing as new families, retirees, and small 
business owners move into the region. The primary elec-
tion will be held on Tuesday, March 3, 2026, and the gen-
eral election will be held on Tuesday, November 3, 2026.

W. Hornsby currently holds the seat  
COUNTY COMMISSIONER DISTRICT 1 

(HIGHLANDS) – the filing fee is $118.44; John Sheari 
currently holds the seat 

COUNTY COMMISSIONER DISTRICT 2 
(FRANKLIN) – the filing fee is $118.44; Danny Antoine 
currently holds the seat  

COUNTY COMMISSIONER DISTRICT 2 
(FRANKLIN) – the filing fee is $118.44; Gary Shields 
currently holds the seat

SCHOOL BOARD-DISTRICT 2 – the filing fee is 
$5.00; Stephanie Laseter currently holds the seat

 SCHOOL BOARD-DISTRICT 4 AT LARGE – 
the filing fee is $5.00; Diedre Breeden currently holds 
the seat

SENATE-DISTRICT 50 – the filing fee is $1,740.00; 
Kevin Corbin currently holds the seat

SENATE-DISTRICT 120 – the filing fee is 
$1,740.00; Karl Gillespie currently holds the seat

The Board of  Election office is located in Room 
127A on the 1st floor of  the Macon County Courthouse, 
5 W Main st., Franklin, NC 28734—phone 828-349-
2034.

Regarding the proposed hotel on the BofA property
Dear Editor,

These out-of-town developers have certainly pulled 
one over on Highlands. It’s a travesty, and I doubt that 
this monstrosity, which looks more like something seen 
on a freeway than in Highlands, will ever be accepted, 
admired or appreciated by most people in Highlands.

I also don’t believe that all of  the ramifications have 
been considered. For one, the adjacent Founder’s Park is 
home to numerous events, many of  them very noisy. I 
am reminded of  the complaints that First Presbyterian 
Church got from Old Edwards Inn because their guests 
were awakened by the church bells ringing at the ungodly 
hour of  10 a.m.

Just imagine how guests in the new hotel will react 
when they hear tents and tables being erected in the park 
at 7:30 on a Saturday morning for the farmers market. 
What will they say about the art and craft shows, hearing 
ninety-five booths going up with the clang of  metal and 

bang of  wood; with thousands of  noisy people strolling 
through the show? 

Won’t it be a bother when an event like the car show 
brings in thousands of  people for a day, and hotel guests 
are subjected to hours of  music and announcements on 
the loud speaker. 

Speaking of  music, how about those loud bands 
playing every Saturday night in summer, with boisterous 
crowds cheering and dancing? Even in winter there is 
laughter and the screams of  children at the ice-skating 
rink.

The park is a very popular place, and the hotel can 
do nothing about that. It sure doesn’t sound like a peace-
ful place for vacationers hoping to “get away from it all.” 
I can see the on-line reviews now.

Cynthia Strain
Highlands

Brown’s roots in public service run deep. Originally 
from South Carolina, he learned hard work, dedication, 
and empathy from his parents. After losing his mother 
to cancer at age 17, he organized a fundraiser that raised 
more than $22,000 for Camp Kemo, a summer program 
for pediatric cancer patients and their siblings. That expe-
rience, combined with the encouragement of  his teachers, 
inspired him to pursue a career in education.

For the past decade, Brown has taught high school 
Social Studies and coached varsity soccer, helping prepare 
the next generation of  leaders both in the classroom and 
on the field. He also serves as a 2nd Lieutenant in the 
North Carolina Army National Guard.

Brown lives in Highlands with his wife, their young 
daughter, and two dogs.

“Whether in the classroom, the community, or the 
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Read Highlands Newspaper for free from everywhere ... 
on the street or on the web.

Go to www.highlandsinfo.com. Click on Local News. 
Delivered and Uploaded every Thurs. AM

Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742 

AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

66 Summit Trail, Highlands
VIEWS INCLUDED

2 car garage, 4 BR, + office
MLS# 1002246 | Offered for $2,450,000

A LUXURY BOUTIQUE BRAND,
LOCAL MARKET KNOWLEDGE
AND IMPECCABLE SERVICE.

404-858-1363

KINZEY PARKER HOLM

BROKER, REALTOR

RealEstateBroker.Kinzey@gmail.com

By Kristin Fox
For several months, the future of  

Macon County Public Health (MCPH) 
has been the subject of  discussion among 
members of  the Macon County Board of  
Health and County Commissioners. 

At this month’s regular meeting of  
the county commissioners, the board 
voted unanimously to follow the recom-
mendation of  the health board to approve 
a resolution for consolidation of  MCPH 
and Animal Services. 

The unanimous vote came after a 
motion by Commissioner Barry Breeden 
seconded by Commissioner John Shearl. 
Both Breeden and Shearl are the liaisons 
to the health board and have participated 
in the ongoing debate about what to do 
with MCPH and Animal Services.

The final resolution between the 
health board and commissioners has not 
come easy. For many months, the two 
boards have heard from disgruntled em-
ployees, concerned citizens had two board 
of  health members resign including the 
chairman and seen the early retirement of  
MCPH Director Kathy McGaha.

To calm any fear among the public 
that MCPH will be going under a lot of  
changes, County Manager Warren Cabe 
stated the main difference with the con-
solidation is administrative with a consoli-
dated health and human services director 
overseeing the health department and ani-
mal services rather than a health director. 
The new director will have the same duties 
as the former health director but with a 
different title.

“The services will be the same,” said 
Cabe. “We are not looking to removing 
any positions, changing people, taking du-
ties away or eliminating positions. It’s an 
administrative change mainly for human 
resource purposes.”

Board of  Health Director Garrett 
Higdon stated at the commissioner meet-
ing that the recommendation of  the health 
board as a whole is to consolidate the two 
agencies (MCPH and Animal Services) as 
the Consolidated Human Services Agency 
(CHSA). The CHSA board, formerly the 
health board, will become the policy mak-
ing part of  the board with the county tak-
ing over all the human resources and per-
sonnel matters.

The resolution states that the board 
“approves the creation of  a Consolidat-

ed Human Services Agency for Macon 
County, which shall include the functions 
and responsibilities of  the Macon Coun-
ty Health Department and the Macon 
County Department of  Animal Control 
and shall serve as the policy-making, 
rule-making and administrative board of  
the Consolidated Human Services Agen-
cy pursuant to the powers conferred by 
the NCGS §153A-77(b)2 and (c).” 

The approved resolution will take 
effect on January 13, 2026. This will give 
commissioners the time needed to ap-
prove the additional health board mem-
bers required by the state for a consoli-
dated board. 

The health board voted to appoint 
Tammy Keezer the current human re-
source director as the interim director.

While the current health board 
members will roll over into becoming 
the consolidated health board, the new 
board will have four vacancies to fill as 
a consolidated board has to have more 
members. County Commissioners will 
appoint the existing board of  health 
members to serve as members of  the 
CHSA Board.

According to the resolution, the 
consolidated human services board shall 
consist of  no fewer than 15 and no more 
than 21 members. The consolidated hu-
man services board shall initially consist 
of  the 11 current members of  the Ma-
con County Board of  Health until their 
current terms expire, plus four additional 
members who are consumers of  human 
services and any additional profession-
als necessary to fulfill the board require-
ments. 

The current members of  the Ma-
con County Board of  Health shall serve 
as the nominating committee and will 
nominate the appointments necessary to 
meet the requirements of  the state. The 
county commissioners will approve the 
human services board’s nominations.

Members shall serve four-year terms 
and no member shall serve more than 
two consecutive terms.

The consolidated health and human 
services director will start January 13, 
2026. Cabe will be in charge of  hiring 
the new director with the consent of  the 
consolidated health board. The director 
will oversee the operations of  the CHSA 

MC Health Dept. and Animal 
Services to join forces
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Countr y Club Proper t ies : Countr y Club Proper t ies : 
Wright Square Office: (828)526-2520 | Main St. Office: (828)526-5010 | Mountain Fresh Center Office: (828)787-2002

ccphighlandsnc.com

White Oak Village 
Units available from $999,000 to $1,099,000

Tucked away off Hicks road just outside the town limits, this small enclave of six 3BD/3BA townhouses each with a large deck that overlooks a gurgling stream. 
Walk in on the main level, to a lovely sitting room with a new high quality kitchen, with stainless steel appliances and natural light and stone countertops. Living room  
features a gas fireplace and 4-panel glass sliders. Primary suite and guest suite are upstairs. The terrace level has both interior and exterior access with a great room, kitchen 
and dining bar, BD and BA – great for family or income purposes. 

Highlands Falls Country Club – Whiteside Mountain view
One of the finest view lots in the club, this .99-acre lot is in the new section of the club on Falcon Ridge and has a wonderful view of 
Whiteside Mountain and beyond into the valley below and all the way to South Carolina. Gentle Building lot, water, sewer, and a full set of 
plans ready to start your dream home and retirement lifestyle. This is a one-of-a-kind lot. Offered at $1,495,000 mls #1001337

...LIBRARY continued from page 5
As it stands now, it feels like the 

Hudson Library property ends at the 
back parking lot, but it actually extends 
almost to the rector’s house on the 
Catholic Church property.

Now, the library board is ready to 
make use of  that property with walk-
ing trails, bench seating, a stone bridge, 
a water feature, a covered pavilion ex-
tending off  the current meeting room 
where a fireplace is planned.

The park-like setting will be wired 
with wi-fi throughout, so connection is 
available both inside and out while of-
fering a tranquil setting amidst High-
lands’ natural surroundings.

Design partners in the project are 
McMillan, Pazdan, Smith Architecture, 
Ross Landscape Architecture, Summit 
Architecture, Bryson Grading & Paving, 
and Futral Enterprises.

“We want to get started on the ex-
terior now because this is a good time 
of  year to do plantings,” he said. “We 
have been economical and modest in 
deciding what we are going to do and 
it’s all been based on public input.”

Plans for the interior changes will 

begin in the fall once another $900,000 
is raised.

The library building and property are 
owned by the Hudson Library Founda-
tion with Macon County renting the li-
brary from the foundation for $1 a year 
since 1989. Macon County has been part 
of  the umbrella of  the Fontana Regional 
Library system that serves Jackson, Ma-
con, and Swain counties since 1980 en-
abling the sharing of  resources. 

“The county only does basic main-
tenance on the facility – replacing light 
bulbs, minor plumbing, no kind of  capi-
tal improvement or renovations, but we 
are going to ask them to support this 
project because we are their constituents. 
So, we are hoping they will step up and 
help with some funding,” said Chmar. 

Though the Hudson Library Foun-
dation doesn’t need Town Board approv-
al to proceed, commissioners listened 
intently to the presentation.

“After you approach the county and 
they make a commitment, you might 
want to come back to this board to see 
if  we’re able to do some partnering with 
you to help,” said Mayor Pat Taylor..

The Hudson Library Foundation is 
a private non-profit corporation with a 
working Board of  Trustees. This board 
conducts fund-raising activities to raise 

money for materials, furnishings, and to 
maintain and enhance the library build-
ing and facilities. 

An open pavilion housing seating areas and a fireplace will extend off the present meeting room. 
Behind the pavilion will be a small storage building, as well.

Read Highlands Newspaper for free from everywhere ... 
on the street or on the web.

Go to www.highlandsinfo.com. Click on Local News. 
Delivered and Uploaded every Thurs. AM



PPrreesseenntteedd  bbyy  tthhee  HHiigghhllaannddss  CChhaammbbeerr  ooff  CCoommmmeerrccee  //  VViissiitt  HHiigghhllaannddss,,  NNCC

Sunday, December 14 | 5:30pm
Kelsey Hutchinson Founders Park

Join us as we celebrate 
the first night of 

Hanukkah with the

Lighting of the Menorah! 

All are welcome!

Experience the warmth and spirit of Hanukkah as we 
gather to share peace, light, and community. 

Enjoy traditional blessings, music, and the glow
of the first night’s illumination.

Let’s come together to honor this beautiful tradition
and spread light and hope throughout Highlands.

Adriana
Beauty Specialist 

322 Main St • Highlands 
828-482-1112

• Hair Cuts and Color
• Event makeup

• Skincare Consultation 

Now Accepting new 
clients!

For appointments call • 828-200-7779

Where Comfort 
Meets Luxury

468 Carolina Way
(Across the street from KH Park)

828-371-7890
www.haleysfinelingerie.com

Specialized bra fittings ~ loungewear
and lingerie

Open
Tuesday-Saturday 11a-5p

FINE
LINGERIE
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I’m struggling to understand 
some things that are going 
on that, to me, don’t make 

much sense. As always, at least 
with the folks currently in charge 
up in DC, this could all work it-
self  out in the next few days, or 
it might just fade into oblivion 
as if  much of  it never stuck to 
the wall in the first place. At best, 
we’re seeing some glaring incon-
sistency. At worst … well, you 
tell me what’s at play here.

I don’t understand why our nation’s 
armed forces, in which I proudly served for 
four years back in the 1960s, are currently 
in blowing boats ALLEGED to be carry-
ing drugs ostensibly to be smuggled into the 
United States, out of  the water down in the 
Caribbean Sea. This is occurring without, 
for example, first boarding and inspecting 
them to determine if  our suspicions are 
true, which seems only prudent. The most 
powerful military machine in the world 
doesn’t just act in this manner on unverified 
suspicions. Does it?

We’ve done this several times now 
with aptly named “go fast” boats heading 
north from the coast of  Venezuela. We 
SUSPECT they’re carrying drugs, and we 
SUSPECT they’re coming here, but based 
on media accounts and a seeming unwill-
ingness to obtain congressional approval, 
which is called for in the Constitution, any 
real evidence is in very short supply. Actu-
ally, no evidence supporting these strikes 
has been presented to either of  the Armed 
Services committees in Congress, or to the 
public to help us make up our own minds 
regarding the veracity of  these activities.

On the most recent of  these attacks 
by our Armed Forces it has been suggested 
that orders were given to ensure that all of  
those on the boat picked for destruction 
be killed.  This statement, reported in the 
Washington Post but denied by the Secre-
tary of  Defense, suggests that no witnesses 
should be left to either validate or invalidate 
the basis for the interdiction. I can’t speak 
for anyone else but that leaves a question 
mark for me.

If  there is actionable intelligence sup-
porting this otherwise at best, premature 
behavior by our nation’s military, at least let 
Congress see it and nod their heads before 
the bullets and missiles start flying. 

Stopping the flow of  dangerous drugs 
into the US is never a bad thing. That said, 
killing human beings before we know that 
this is what’s really happening doesn’t pres-

The ‘drug policy’ contradiction
•Here’s the Thing•

Bud Katz

ent as  very American to me. 
This leads me to a second 

drugs-related question. If  we, 
through our elected leaders, 
support punishing those we 
SUSPECT are bringing danger-
ous drugs into in the United 
States, why, why, why would the 
President last week announce 
a pardon for a known, con-
victed, and imprisoned, very 
big-time drug trafficker? This is 

exactly what’s been offered to the Ameri-
can people in the person of  Juan Orlando 
Hernandez, the former President of  the 
central American nation of  Honduras, 
who is currently in the fourth year of  a 
45-year prison sentence for a 2024 con-
viction on drug trafficking and weapons 
charges. Does it make sense that, on one 
hand, we’re blowing boats and people out 
of  the water who MIGHT be bringing 
drugs into our country from Venezuela, 
but we’re pardoning a known, convicted, 
and already imprisoned drug trafficker 
and gun runner from Honduras? As I said 
earlier, at best, inconsistent policy, at worst 
another example of  disdain for the Con-
stitution, which the men involved swore to 
protect and defend. 

Here’s the thing. Controversial actions 
and decisions from our leaders work best 
when they’re consistent and defensible. 
Killing people for ALLEGEDLY bring-
ing drugs into America works if  there’s 
evidence that’s what is happening. Pardon-
ing a TRIED AND CONVICTED drug 
trafficker highlights the glaring contradic-
tion with our action in the Caribbean. 

I’m sure the people involved in these 
decisions, including the American Secre-
tary of  Defense and the President of  the 
United States, know what they’re doing. 
After all, we elected one of  them, and he, 
in turn, appointed the other one of  them. 

I only wish the rest of  us knew what 
they were doing, and why. 

• Bruce F. “Bud” Katz, and his wife, 
Lynn, have lived year-round in Highlands 
since 2011. Bud is the author of  four 
novels and a work of  non-fiction. He 
facilitates the Highlands Writers Group 
and spends much of  his time in front of  
a computer making words into sentences, 
sentences into paragraphs, … etc. You 
can contact him, regarding his books, 
this column or for information about the 
Highlands Writers Group, at brucefkatza-
uthor@gmail.com. 
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Old Edwards
GIVE THE GIFT OF

GRAB A GIFT CARD TODAY
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...MAYOR continued from page 2

...JOIN continued from page 8

Oh What Fun!
The Highlands Christmas Parade

December 6
10am

Main Street
Presented by the Highlands Chamber of Commerce / Visit Highlands, NC

and report directly to the county manager.
The state gives counties the flexibility 

and authority to organize human services 
in such a way as to promote efficiency and 
effectiveness in the administration of  hu-
man services and to strengthen the local 
public health infrastructure.

The resolution states that board of  
commissioners “has determined that 
consolidating the Macon County Health 
Department and the Macon County Ani-
mal Control Department into a single 

Consolidated Human Services Agency 
(CHSA) will improve administrative ef-
ficiency, enhance services, and strengthen 
oversight.”

The health board and commission-
ers both believe that consolidating the 
health department with another human 
services agency (Animal Services) into a 
CHSA is beneficial to the health depart-
ment, its staff, and the citizens of  Macon 
County. 

Kybella - $150 off a syringe 
All Juvederm Filler - $100 off a syringe 
Botox/Dysport/Xeomin/Jeuveau $10 / Unit 

We have Gift bags, and 
Stocking Stuffers for Sale! 

$44; \"aluc for S28; $16; \"aluc for $100 

rejuvenatewnc@gmail.com 

Purchase S300 or more and 
receive S2; to S;o extra 

Cranberry Facials 
20% off 
Regular price $140 

Highlands - 828-482-4430 I Franklin - 828-349-1280 

small-business innovation loan program.
The second goal is to build the infra-

structure needed to ensure robust growth 
that is at a scale appropriate to the region. 
This goal has been extremely critical in 
light of  Hurricane Helene’s damage to 
essential infrastructure. On a local level, 
our efforts to improve our electric grid 
and upgrade the water and sewer systems 
are linked to continued economic sustain-
ability.

The third goal is to develop talented 
and innovative people to address the re-
gion’s workforce and leadership needs. We 
must applaud Macon County for stepping 
forward to build the new Franklin High 
School and for making improvements to 
the Highlands School. That support of  
our young people will pay economic divi-
dends for years to come.

The final goal is to build economi-
cally vibrant communities with opportu-
nities for all who wish to live and work in 
the region. At the local and regional level, 
the watchword to me is livability for the 
entire population. For our workforce, it 

translates into affordable housing, ac-
cess to childcare, healthcare, and other 
critical community services. There will 
be challenges in meeting this goal, as 
well as the others, in the years ahead. 
At the state, regional, and local levels, 
everyone will have to work together to 
realize these goals.

In that spirit, I was so pleased to 
see such a cross-section of  support at 
the Southwestern meeting. In addition 
to municipal and county officials in at-
tendance, state elected officials, such as 
Senator Corbin, spoke at the meeting. 
We also had representatives from the 
governor’s office, both senators’ offices, 
nonprofit organizations, educators, and 
our congressman’s office attending and 
providing updates. In working with the 
Southwestern Regional Commission, 
we all park our partisanship and per-
sonal agendas at the door to work for 
the public good and to advance West-
ern North Carolina.

On Santa’s count, the town’s lights turned on Saturday night.

•Town Lighting•
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Come by for a visit and enjoy those Appalachian Fries and a Gyro! 
Salads • Pitas • Burgers • Philly Cheese Steak • Shrimp Pita • Susan’s Rueben 

Italian Sausage • Appalachian Fries • Onion Rings • Jambalaya • Kabobs
 Shrimp Gumbo • Soups, and more!

Dine in or Call in your order for Pickup! • 828-482-1513 
462 Dillard Road, Highlands (across from Dusty’s)

Open for
Breakfast &

Lunch
8a to 3p Pet Friendly Place Where Friends Meet

Open Tues. - Sat. 

Bryson’s Food StoreBryson’s Food Store
Proudly Serving Highlands, North Carolina since 1977

The best meals start here!The best meals start here!

103 Highlands Plaza, Highlands, NC • (828) 526-3775

 Open daily 
7:30a to 6:30p

Gift Cards make a 
great present idea!

•HS Sports Recap•

Brett Lamb 
Highlands School 
Athletic Director

The Highlands athlet-
ics programs are in full 
swing as the basketball 

teams opened their seasons and 
the swim and dive team kicked 
off  their competitive schedule. 
Here’s a look at the recent ac-
tion on the court and in the 
pool.

Middle School Basketball 
Splits with Rabun Gap
The Highlands Middle 

School basketball teams faced 
off  against Rabun Gap at home on No-
vember 19th.

• Girls’ Team: The girls’ squad 
fought hard but ultimately dropped a 
tough game, losing 17-29 to the visiting 
Rabun Gap team.

• Boys’ Team: The boys’ team se-
cured a decisive victory, coming away 
with a strong 45-36 win over the Rabun 
Gap Boys.

HS Basketball Opens Season
The Highlands High School basket-

ball teams started their regular season 
with a road game and a home opener.

Season Opener at Andrews (11/18)
The Highlanders traveled to An-

drews High School to kick off  their sea-
son, facing tough competition across the 
board:

• JV Boys: The JV Boys came up 
short in their debut, falling to Andrews 

Photos by Todd Sumner

Highlanders hit the hardwood, swimmers dive into competition
18-55.

• Varsity Girls: In the most 
nail-biting finish of  the night, 
the Varsity Girls lost a heart-
breaking 38-39 contest after 
Andrews sank two clutch free 
throws with only 1.9 seconds 
left on the clock.

• Varsity Boys: The Varsity 
Boys ran into a hot-shooting 
Andrews squad and dropped 
their season opener 39-58.

Home Opener vs. Towns 
County (11/24)

The Highlanders hosted Towns 
County for their home debut, with the 
Varsity Girls securing the night’s highlight 
victory.

• JV Boys: The JV Boys showed grit 
but could not overcome Towns County, 
losing 26-43.

• Varsity Girls: Thanks to timely 
shooting, tough defense, and strong re-
bounding, the Varsity Girls secured a 
solid 33-24 win, thrilling the home crowd.

• Varsity Boys: Early foul trouble 
put the Varsity Boys in a tough hole they 
couldn’t recover from, resulting in a 33-63 
loss to Towns County.
Swim and Dive Team Makes Waves

The Highlands Swim and Dive team 
began their season at the Franklin Invita-
tional, competing against six other teams.

Despite only two swimmers compet-

ing, the Highlanders made a strong show-
ing:

• Ivan Shchelgachov dominated his 
events, winning the 200 freestyle and tak-
ing 2nd place in the 200 breaststroke. His 
performance earned enough points to 
place Highlands an impressive 4th overall 
in the team standings.

• Trinity Fernandez-Faust competed 
in two demanding events, finishing 5th in 
both the 500-yard freestyle and the 100-
yard breaststroke.

Upcoming Athletics Schedule
Mark your calendars to support the 

Highlanders in their upcoming competi-
tions:

• December 5th (High School Bas-

ketball): Home vs. Hayesville. JV Boys 
start at 5 pm, followed by the Varsity 
teams. This is our Homecoming game. 
The court will be introduced between 
the varsity girls and varsity boys games. 
Wear your blue and Gold and come out 
and support The Highlanders.

• December 9th (High School Bas-
ketball): Home vs. Cherokee. JV Boys 
start at 5 pm, followed by the Varsity 
teams.

• December 10th (Swim): Travel to 
Asheville School for a meet held at the 
Jewish Community Center.

• December 11th (Middle School 
Basketball): Travel to Tallulah Falls.



Pastor Dan Robinson
Highlands Central Baptist 
Church
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Spiritually Speaking 
 • Places to Worship •

BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor 706-782-3965
Sundays: School:10 a.m. , Worship:11 

Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.

BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 
CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Rev. Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298
Sundays: School at 9:30; Worship 10:30

 GRACE CHAPEL ON HIGH HOLLY
9615 Dillard Rd Scaly Mountain, N C.

Pastor Steve Kerhoulas. http://www.Graceonhighholly.com
Sunday School 9:45; Worship 11; Prayer Service Wed 5:30p 

Men’s and Women’s Bible Study throughout the week 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

The Rev’d Dr. Marc Robertson & Rev. Nick McGee
464 U.S. Hwy. 64E, Cashiers, NC 

CAC@christanglicancashiers.org • 828-743-1701
Sunday: Adult Christian Ed, 9:15a; Holy Eucharist, 10:30a; 

Fellowship 11:45a; Wed: Bible Study/Contemplative Prayer, 5p
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY. CASHIERS
Pastor Jacob Tedder • Jacob@cashiers.church • 743-5470 

www.cashiers.church
Sun. 10:45a; Wed Study5:15p supper and childcare.

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH
283 Spring Street - Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m.

Testimony meeting: 3rd Wednesday at 5:30 p.m.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH

www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC • Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  

Sun: Service 10:45am, Children’s 10:30am
Wed.: Youth 5:30-7pm; Women’s Bible Study: Mon. 4:30pm, Tues. 

10am; Men’s Bible Study: Wed. & Thurs. 7am @ Zookeeper 
Bistro

EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev. W. Bentley Manning, Rector • 526-2968

5th and Main streets • www.incarnationwnc.org
Sunday: Rite I, spoken, 8 am in Chapel, Rite II with Choir 10:30 

am in Sanctuary, Wed: Healing Eucharist 12 pm in Chapel, 
Morning Prayer: Mon-Thurs 8:30 am in Chapel

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org

Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor • 220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Women’s 10:30 am
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Rev. Emily Wilmarth, pastor, Rev. Kelley Connelly Asso. Pastor
828-526-3175 • fpchighlands.org

Sun.: Adult Ed.: 10a; Worship 11a.; Tues: Men’s Group 10a;
 Wed: Bell Choir 4p. Chancel Choir:5:30p
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH

(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 
Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am

GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship

242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville. NC • 743-2729 • Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a. Worship 11a & 7p. Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson • 11339 Buck Creek Road
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily 

sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a. & 6p. Wednesday Worship is 6p
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

 Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376
In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services

 909a Bluegrass and 11a Traditional
 www.highlandsmethodist.org

HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA
2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741

Rev. Ken Langsdrof
Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.

Visit our website: Holy Family Lutheran Highlands NC
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH

8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11. Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.

MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
Franklin • 828-634-1312 • mountainsynagoguewnc.com.
Services: 1st Fri. and 3rd Sat. and Rosh Hashanah & Yom 

Kippur. 
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 

743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church. 4224 Big Ridge 

(4.5 miles from NC 107) 
Weds: Youth Group 6 p.m.; Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; 

OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone – 526-2418
Sat. 4pm 5/24/25-10/25/25; Sun. - 11am 

SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby

Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Richard Salmonson

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
ST. JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

Mass: Sun. 9a (English); Mon. 9:30a (Vatican II in Latin); Tues. 
7p (Spanish); Wed.,9:30a (English)

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: • 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood

Sunday Service (summer): 9am & 11am
Visit our website: www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com 

Our Bazaar Barn supports outreach in the community.
Open Fri & Sat. 11am-3pm

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 
85 Sierra Drive. Franklin • uufranklin.org  

Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers •828-743-2122
Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am

• See SPIRITUALLY page 17

We Three Kings of  Orient Are, The Twelve 
Days of  Christmas and The First Noel are 
all familiar to us, and they have something 

in common.
Black Friday commanded a startling retail income 

of  some 11.8 billion dollars. It is projected that Cyber-
Monday will generate some 14.2 billion dollars. Giv-
ing Tuesday emphasis anticipates 4.01 billion dollars 
in revenue to non-profit and charitable organizations. 
They also have something in common.

If  you are reading this article on Thursday, De-
cember 4, then you have twenty-one days left until 
Christmas. And again, there runs a common thread.

It is estimated that the world population is eight 
billion-plus. And depending on when you (or I ) be-
lieve the earth began, some scholars posit the total 
population since the very beginning at some 117 bil-
lion.

Statisticians keep records not only of  births, but 
also of  deaths. 

My own denomination estimates that some 166 
thousand people die every day. And they die without a 
personal-salvational relationship with Jesus Christ.

Finally, there are some 300 prophecies in the Old 
Testament regarding the coming of  the Messiah, Jesus 
Christ, and some 400 years spanned the time between 
the close of  the Old Testament and the opening of  
the New Testament and the beginning fulfillment of  
those prophecies.

It is plain as day, isn’t it, that numbers are the com-
mon bond in all of  the information above.

Our culture has both a fondness and necessity for 
numbers.

Birthdays and Social Security numbers are easily 
recalled. Phone numbers used to be!

Indeed, even the Bible has a book called Numbers.
What application then can we make of  all of  this?
• Jesus Christ is the Savior of  the world. He is the 

one and only Savior of  the world. There aren’t many 
ways to God. Jesus said that He was/is the way ,truth 
and the life and that no one comes to the Father except 
through Him (John 14:6). This is what and whom we 
celebrate this month! It is the birthday of  the Son of  
God!

• He has personal and intimate knowledge of  ev-
ery person on the planet! There is absolutely nothing 
about anyone that He doesn’t know. Our CIA pales in 
comparison.

The 
significance of 
numbers
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•Police & Fire Reports•

�E llFE 
�!� 

Hours: 9am-5pm 
Mon-Sat 

828-526-5999
wholelifehighlands@icloud.com 
LOCATED AT 680 M 'ITII ST, IIIGlllAMDS NEcm Organic smoothie/juice

bar located 
inside Whole 

a �.&.ID Life Market 

Bronze sculpture • Paintings 
Vintage & Antique Collectables & 

Furniture • Costume Jewelry

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

Highlands Police entries from 
Nov. 13. Only the names of persons 
arrested, issued a summons/cita-
tion, issued a Class-3 misdemean-
or or those of public officials have 
been used. 

Nov. 24
• At 5:20 p.m., officers responded to 

a call about a person not paying the full 
amount owed ($118) on a tab at the Ugly 
Dog Pub on S. 4th Street.

Nov. 29
• At 8:40 p.m., officers responded 

to a call about an assault on a female by 
grabbing her by the arm in a residence on 
N. 5th Street. 

• At 10:15 p.m., Padro J Avendano 

responders to a residence on Chestnut 
Street.

Nov. 29
• At 1:34 a.m., the dept. responded to 

a motor vehicle accident on Horse Cove 
Road.

• At 2:56 a.m., the dept. was first-re-
sponders to a residence on Turtle Pond 
Road.

• At 12:02 p.m., the dept. was first-
responders to a residence on Lake Villas 
Way.

• At 12:38 p.m., the dept. provided 
public assistance at a location on US 64 
east (Cashiers Road).

Nov. 30
• At 3:16 p.m., the dept. responded to 

a fire alarm at a residence on Flat Moun-
tain Road.

• At 4:07 p.m., the dept. responded to 
a motor vehicle accident on NC 28 south 
(Walhalla Road).

• At 5:51 p.m., the dept. responded to 
a fire alarm at a residence on Willow Way. 
It was cancelled en route.

Dec. 1
• At 8:50 a.m., the dept. provided pub-

lic assistance at a location on Main Street.
• At 5:27 p.m., the dept. provided mu-

tual assistance to Cashiers FD on a chim-
ney fire.

•At 5:49 p.m., the dept. was first-re-
sponders to a residence on Azalea Lane.

Fire Chief  Ryan Gearhart re-
minds people to not dump ashes from 
fireplaces in the leaves or pine straw. 

The department has been re-
sponding to brushfires that started 
when people dumped hot coals or 
ashes in leaves and pine straw.

“The best practice, even if  it has 

been several days since having a fire, 
is to place ashes or coals in a metal 
bucket with a lid, and place it on a 
non-combustible surface like con-
crete, asphalt, dirt or gravel and let 
them cool down,” he said.

He said flooding the canister or a 
fire pit with water is also a great idea.

Please help us prevent brush fires
•Police & Fire News•

During the afternoon, of Tuesday, Nov. 25, a car traveling toward Highlands on 
the Gorge Road, hit the guardrail at the curve, flipped over the guardrail and 
went down the bank about 75 feet. According to Asst. Fire Chief Robbie For-
rester, there were zero injuries. 

Photo by Kim Lewicki

Car lands down in the Gorge

Jarquin, 23, of Highlands, was arrested for 
assault on a female. He wasn’t issued a 
bond. His trial date is Jan. 27, 2026.

Accidents:
Nov. 13
• A box truck was traveling north on 

the Highlands Mountain Club road. It hit 
power lines that caused extensive damage 
to the lines and two power poles.

Nov. 29
• A vehicle was traveling east on 

Horse Cove road when it ran off the 
right side of the road when entering a 
left curve. It struck a rock embankment 
which stopped the vehicle.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue log 
from Nov. 24.

Nov. 24
• At 12:26 p.m., the dept. provid-

ed public assistance at a residence on 
Pinecrest Road.

Nov. 25
• At 2:37 p.m., the dept. responded to 

a motor vehicle accident on US 64 west 
(Franklin Road).

• At 9:43 p.m., the dept. was called to 
a residence on Shelby Circle to investigate 
an issue.

Nov. 26
• At 8:20 a.m., the dept. responded to 

a fire alarm at a location on Main Street.
• At 2:35 p.m., the dept. responded to 

a fire alarm at a location on Oak Street.
• At 9:13 p.m., the dept. responded to 

a fire alarm at a residence on S. Old Wal-
halla Road. It was cancelled en route.

Nov. 27
• At 11 p.m., the dept. responded to 

a call of a chimney fire at a residence on 
Upper Lake Road.

Nov. 28
• At 2:05 a.m., the dept. responded 

to a call of a brush fire at a residence on 
Turtle Pond Road.

• At 3:56 p.m., the dept. responded 
to a CO2 alarm at a residence on Dog 
Mountain Road.

• At 11:03 p.m., the dept. was first-
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Spiritually Speaking 

► 828-526-9325 ◄
Generators aren't just a "thing" we do, 

generators are all we do! 

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 log cabins nestled in 
the hemlocks 

on 25 acres at the base 
of  Whiteside 

Mountain.

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

Ryan M. Bears
Branch Leader

Cell: 803-271-5426
Off ce: 828-526-8784 

ryan.bears@allentate.com

AALLLLEEN TN TAATTE RE REEAALLTTOORRSS//PPAAT AT ALLLLEEN RN REEAALLTTY GY GRROOUUPP  
HHIIGGHHLLAANNDDS & CS & CAASHSHIIEERRS NS NCC

2460 Cashiers Road • Highlands 828-526-2395
highlandslawnandgarden.com

Kiln dried 
FIREWOODFIREWOOD
Delivery or pickup

Quality Tree Care & Removal 18+ years

Fully Insured828-200-9217

estimates@mendozatree.com
mendozatreeservices.com

HIGHLANDS CHURCH
9a Sunday mornings

LIVE STREAM: Andy Stanley

Following Jesus makes your life better,
And makes you better at life!

For details, text Bee at 404-307-1415

Al  Stoneham
Realtor-Broker 

Luxury Home Specialist 
Licensed in NC & GA

Cell: 828-332-9767
al.stoneham@allentate.com

AALLLLEEN TN TAATTE RE REEAALLTTOORRSS//PPAAT AT ALLLLEEN RN REEAALLTTY GY GRROOUUPP  
HIHIGGHLHLAANNDSDS//SSCCAALLYY M MOOUUNNTTAAIINN//CCAASSHIHIEERRSS

Buck Creek Rd - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Road near the hos-

CHESTNUT STORAGE
Storage Units Available
Secure 24-Hour Access

Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms

Call today to find out why we’re
“Highlands Premier Facility”

828-482-1045 Look for our sign!

Crane 
Rentals 

Available

• • •

LISA THOMPSON
DOG SITTING

• daily drop-in visits
• overnight & extended 

stays
• dog walking

 828.424.4637

Colleen Kerrigan, Broker
615-400-5498

colleen.kerrigan.wnc@gmail.com 

Authenticity, Honesty, Integrity 

Highlands Ollice 210 N. Fifth Street 

Align Therapeutic, PLLC.
Mental Health Therapy

Nicole Dilbeck
LCMHCA, LCASA

www.aligntherapywnc.com
nicole@aligntherapywnc.com

828-526-6370
Accepting New Clients 

in Highlands and Franklin



...SPIRITUALLY  continued from 
15

Highlands Newspaper - Thurs. Dec. 4, 2025 - 828-200-1371 - Page 17

•Classifieds•

• Same-day service for most maintenance 
and routine repairs.

• Top-tier diagnostic & programming tools 
– just like the dealer.

•  New tire, alignment & balancing  
equipment for precision and speed.

• Same experienced technicians.

We’re proud to be a family-owned company with 43 years in the 
business, and even prouder to now serve the Highlands community.

~ Bob Saladna, Owner

Here’s what’s Here’s what’s 
Highlands Automotive Highlands Automotive 

is all about!is all about!

We service ALL domestic and foreign vehicles. 
Also serving customers in:

Atlanta, GA | Dallas, TX | Houston, TX
Come see the difference.

828-787-2360
2851 Cashiers Road, Highlands

FOR SALE
11.62 ACRES, 7 MILES SOUTH OF HIGH-

LANDS. $287,301. Owner financing. 200 mature blue-
berry plants. 3 springs. Email rickhavron@gmail.com. (st. 
8/14)

2005 PANOZ GTLM. CONVERTIBLE. – 67k 
miles. Factory Flag/Press Car, Road & Track Article. 
Flown to 24 Hour@LeMans. $45K. I have it all. Call Sid at 
478-731-8451 or email, siddumas@gmail.com (st. 9/18)

FOR RENT
CABIN FOR RENT – 2 bed, 2 bath in peaceful 

Horse Cove. $2,200/month. Available 12/1. Dogs and 

cats considered. Fiber Optic Internet. Fully furnished, 
gas fireplace Main floor, wraparound deck with gas fire-
place, water and mountain views. 1st floor bed, bath, 
laundry, screened porch, tv room with foldout couch 
and water view. Hot tub. 3rd floor master suite. Water 
view. 8 minutes to downtown. Call Dick 828.200.4264. 
(st. 11/13) 

3 BED, 2 BATH HOUSE FOR RENT. Rolling 
Acres. $3,000/month. Available Dec 1. Huge yard. Hard-
wood floors. All appliances. No animals. Outdoor fire 
pit. Warm, friendly place and neighborhood. Call Dick at 
828-200-4264. (st. 11/13) 

WALK TO TOWN, Garage Apartment, no pets, 
$2500 per month 828.526.2793. (11/6)

LONG TERM RENTAL – Top of Eagle Ridge. Flat 
yard. 4 bed/3 1/2 BA. Central HVAC, water/sewer. Cable 
TV. 4,000 ft. elevation. Parking for 3 vehicles. Call 828-
743-2655. (st. 10/9)

HIGHLANDS 1-2 SPACES – 1 large or 2 small-
er spaces for rent in popular Mill Creek Shopping Cen-
ter next door to Blue Bike Cafe. Each space is 800 sq/ft 
at $2,333/mo OR both spaces at 1,600 sq/ft for $4400/
mo. Inquires to Debi: bock7@me.com or 404-323-9444. 
(st. 7/10)

4 BD/3BA FOR RENT HIGHLANDS – Up-
dated farm home, located between Highlands & Ca-
shiers off Hwy 64. $3,200/month, includes all utilities 
with high speed wifi. Call Marcy 828-482-4239 (st. 7/10)

2BD/2BATH SINGLE WIDE $1,100 per month 
internet included. First last security. Mark 828-200-0765. 
(st. 5/29)

SERVICES 
EXPERIENCED PRIVATE IN-HOME CARE. 

Resume upon request. Mori Smith. 228383-4448.(st. 12/4)
QUALITY HOUSEKEEPING – Mori Smith. 

228-383-4448. Resume upon request. Serving Highlands 
and Franklin. (st. 12/4)

CREATURE COMFORTS – In House Pet or 
People sitting. Call Peg Ellis. Retired RN. References avail-
able. 828-200-1028. (st. 11/20)

PLATEAU PAINTERS – Interior and exterior 
painting, pressure washing, decks, and sanding and stain-
ing wood floors. Division of Chatlos Construction. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. Call Mike at 828-200-4071. (6/26) 

JUNK REMOVAL SERVICE – We take anything. 
Call 828-200-0492 (7/31) 

HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS HANDYMAN – 
Chatlos Construction – Remodels, Additions, Framing, 
Siding, Roofing, Decks, Painting. References. Insured. 
828-200-4071. (4/30)

NEED FURNITURE MOVED OR ANY-
THING HAULED AWAY? Call or text James of Going 
Gone at 828-421-2655. (7/31)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/KEVIN VINSON: 
scanning photos, slides & negatives to CD or DVD for 
easier viewing. Video transfer to DVD. Everything done 
in house. Leave message at 828-526-5208.

OLD� 
EDWARDS 
HOSPITALITY GROUP 

NOW HIRING 
for Key Sales 
Office Roles 

• EXPERIENCED HOTEURESORT Sales Manager
• EXPERIENCED HOTEURESORT Calering & Events 

Manager
• Sales Office Manager
• Sales Associate

Apply at www.oldedwardshosP.itali!Y.com/careers
Email careers@oldedwardsinn.com 

Phone: 828-787-2631 

Classifieds:
$10 for first 10 words; 30 cents for each additional 
word; $5 for graphic; $2 for color highlight

•  He wants every person to know Him personally. 
Christianity isn’t first of  all about keeping the rules of  
a religion. It is about a personal relationship with Jesus 
Christ. Do you have this? Anyone may. 

• There is one thing which keeps us from Him. 
That is sin. This is why He came (I Timothy 1:15).

•  He saves people one at a time. There is a digital-
time-statistic clock at The Billy Graham Evangelistic 
Association headquarters in Charlotte. It records in real 
time men/women/boys and girls who are turning to Je-
sus Christ in faith and asking Him to be their Savior. It is 
fascinating to stand there and watch those numbers in-
crease so rapidly. And these are the ones we know about 
in and through the Billy Graham organization and via 
their telephone-internet outreach. Only Heaven knows 
how many more are giving their lives to Jesus Christ 
as a result of  multiple world ministries and outreaches. 
Would you add yourself  to that number right now?

•  You may do so by repenting of  your sins and 
asking Jesus Christ to be your Savior. Tell Him that 
you want to know and serve Him and that you want to 
spend eternity in Heaven with Him. He will respond 
right now if  you will ask Him.

Numbers.
You will never be just a number to Jesus Christ. 
He will always regard you as a person of  great 

worth and value. So valuable, that He gave His life for 
you on the Cross.

The birth (and hence first coming) of  Jesus Christ 
is historic and dated. 

Still, there is another date on Heaven’s calendar. It 
is the date of  His return. That time is known only in 
Heaven. But it is as certain as His first coming. 

In this Christmas season I encourage you to give 
your life to the One who knows you the best and loves 
you the most and will return for you one day.

That’s a Heavenly Number worth being part of!
O Come, Let Us Adore Him!



828.200.3050 

‘Tis the Season!‘Tis the Season!

THE 
FIREWOOD COMPANY

•Highlands Area Events•
Page 18 - Highlands Newspaper - Thurs. Dec. 4, 2025 - 828-200-1371

POOL SCHEDULE
• Lap Swim: Mon.-Fri. 6am-

9:45am, and Saturday 10am-
11pm - 6 lanes. Water Aerobics: 
18 y+ Mon.-Fri. 10-11am with 
Karen Chambers. Adult Swim: 
18y+ Mon.-Thurs. 11am-3:30pm, 
Friday 11am-1:30pm. Public 
Swim: Mon. thru Thurs.. 3:30-
7pm, Saturday 11am-6pm and 
Sunday 1-6pm

PICKLE BALL 
• At the Recreation Dept. ev-

ery Monday - Friday 10am-1pm 
indoors for the winter (notice the 
days and time has changed), 

MOUNTAIN FINDINGS 
Winter Hours: Friday & 

Saturday 10a to 1p. Nov. 14-15 ; 
Nov. 28-29; Dec. 5-6 (Parade 12p 
- 3p); Dec. 19-20

• Open: 10 am - 1 pm. 
Spruce Street. www.mountain-

findings.org
PAC WEEKEND MOVIE
• At PAC, Wicked for Good. 

Fri. Dec. 5, 2p & 5:30p. Sat., Dec. 
6, 2p & 5:30p. Sun. Dec. 7, 2p with 
captions & 5:30p. Tickets are $12. 
Link to tickets: Highlands Per-
forming Arts - Wicked: For Good

ICE SKATING IN PARK
• Thurs., 3:30-8p; Fri. 3:30-10p; 
Sat. 1-10p, Sun. 1-5p Hours will 
be extending during Thanksgiving 
and Christmas vacations. $8 with 

or without skates.
ALL WEEK
• Scaly Mountain/Highlands/ 

Cashiers Alcoholics Anonymous 
“Open Meetings” are for anyone 
who thinks they may have a drink-
ing problem or for anyone inter-
ested in the A.A. recovery pro-
gram. Open meetings are held at 
Scaly Mountain @ Grace Chapel, 
9915 Dillard Rd., Scaly Mountain 

and Highlands @ the 1st Pres-
byterian Church, 471 Main St., 
on Monday at 5:30 p.m. and on 
Wednesday & Fridays @ 12 noon. 
Open in person meetings are held 
in Cashiers @ the Albert Carlton 
Cashiers Community Library, 249 
Frank Allen Rd. on Sunday at 5 
pm, on Tuesday @ 7pm, on Friday 
at 5:00 pm and on Saturday at 9:00 
am. For more information please 
visit our website www.aawnc80.org 
or to speak with a member of  A.A. 
24/7 call our HELP Line 828 349-
4357Mon.Thurs.

• At First Presbyterian 
Church, ArtSpace is open from 9 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. The next exhibit 
will start in mid-August. For infor-
mation contact fpchkelley@gmail.
com 

Mon-Wed-Fri
• Aerobics with Tina Rogers 

8-9am at the Rec Park.
• Balance, Stretch & Strength-

en Class at the Rec Park 8:30-
9:30am. The cost for the class is 
$30 a month and is led by Viv-
ian Brewer. Call the Recreation 
Department at 828-526-3556 for 
more information.

Mon., Tues., Thurs.
• The Food Pantry behind 

the Methodist Church on Spring 
Street is open from 10a-6p.

• Exercise Class with Michelle 
Lane at the Rec Park at 5:30. A 
combo class with different types 
of  exercise. 828-526-3556

Second Mondays
• The local chapter of  PEO, 

an off-campus sorority founded 
in the 1800s that provides grants 
and loans to women with financial 
need who want to return to school 
or further their education meets at 
10 a.m. For more info call presi-
dent Paula McDonald at 706-372-
3004 

Tuesdays
• Strength Training at the Rec 

Park 8:15-9:15 am. 
• At Wayfarers Chapel, Work-

shop for Writers – from 5-6:30 PM
• ESL classes at The Literacy 

& Learning Center, 6-7 p.m. 675 S 
4th St. Highlands. 

2nd Tuesdays
• Highlands Writers Group 

meets on alternate Tuesday after-
noons at 3pm. Writers still uncom-
fortable with in-person gatherings 

may participate via Zoom meet-
ings For more info contact Bud 
Katz at either 828-526-3190 or at 
budandlynn@me.com 

2nd Wednesdays
• Hudson Library, in partner-

ship with VAYA Health, is host-
ing an educational series on adult 
mental health topics, at 11 AM.. To 
register, stop by the library or cll 
828-526-3031. 

Wednesdays
• Digital Navigators will be at 

the Hudson Library from 1-3 PM, 
digital navigators will host a Tech 
Time drop-in time at Hudson Li-
brary with the goal to assist attend-
ees with basic smartphone, laptop, 
iPad and tablet skills. Tech Time 
sessions offer one-on-one help on 
any personal digital device. Tech 
Time is a chance for residents of  
all ages to bring their devices and 
ask any questions. Learn how to 
set up an email account, mute your 
cell phone, back up and store files. 
Those are just a few of  the skills 
we teach patrons. For more in-
formation, call the Library at 828-
526-3031.This program is free and 
open to the public. 

Thursdays
• Kickboxing 8:15-9:15a. 

at the Rec Park. No martial arts 
background necessary Contact the 
Recreation Department at 828-
526-3556 for more info.

• At First Presbyterian Church 
a free concert “Music for Prayer” 
at noon. These casual concerts are 
almost entirely improvised and last 
30-45 minutes. This offering is 
called Music For Prayer.

• At Hudson Library, special 
children’s events will be on tap on 
Thursday afternoons at 3:30 Kids 
Zone programs. 

3rd Friday thru April
• Senior lunches at the Rec 

Park in the meeting room at noon. 
Fridays
• At Hudson Library, Friday 

afternoons at 2 PM, there’s a vari-
ety of  children’s programs includ-
ing board games, STEM programs, 
and crafts.

3rd Saturdays
• The American Legion Post 

370 meets at the First Methodist 
Church at 315 Main St. in their 
community room/909 chapel. We 

serve breakfast at 9a and hold our 
monthly meeting at 10a. We invite 
ALL veterans to attend. Email 
ncpost370@gmail.com or just 
join us at 9am.

Sundays
• At Wayfarers Chapel, Sun-

day Service: 10a Sunday Morn-
ings. Stick around for visitation 
and coffee hour immediately after 
service. (Coffee hour is replaced 
by potluck dinner the 1st Sunday 
of  each month). 

Thru Dec. 27
• At The Bascom, Holiday 

Market. Handcrafted gifts and 
holiday-themed workshops. 

Dec. 5-21
• At PAC, Mountain The-

atre Company presents “Home 
for the Holidays.” For tickets go 
to boxoffice@mountaintheatre.
com. 828.526.2695

Sat., Dec. 6
• Highlands Christmas Pa-

rade. Revel in the magic of  the 
holidays at the Highlands Christ-
mas Parade, a cherished tradition 
that brings joy to all ages. For 
info, call 828-526-2112. 

Sat., Dec. 13
• Your favorite vendors from 

the Saturday Farmer’s Market 
(plus a few extras) will be warm 
and cozy indoors at the High-
lands Rec Center with fresh pro-
duce, locally made bakery treats, 
specialty foods, handcrafted gifts, 
unique products, artful jewelry, 
Haitian metal art, and a FREE 
cup of  Haitian Coffee we all 
know and love. 10a to 3p. Come 
shop for one-of-a-kind gifts and 
other things you need for the 
holidays. 

Sat., Dec. 13
• Wreaths Across America 

will be at Highlands Cemetery 
to remember and honor our 
veterans through the laying of  
Remembrance Wreaths on the 
graves of  the country’s fallen 
heroes and the act of  saying the 
name of  each and every veteran 
aloud. The ceremony will take 
place at the Highlands Commu-
nity Bldg. 869 North 4th Street at 
noon with wreath placement im-
mediately following the ceremo-
ny. Shuttles will take volunteers 
to and from the cemetery to lay 
veteran wreaths.



114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742 

AndreaGabbard@
gmail.com

Charming 
Mountain 

Retreat 
Near Downtown 

Highlands

42 Hemlock Ridge

4 BR 4 BTH
2 fireplaces

2 screened-in 
porches

Gated community
Sold furnished

Offered for 
$2,100,000

SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery

Darlene  Conley
Mountain Luxury

Your Dream. Your Journey. YOU’RE 
HOME!

Dedicated to finding the home you’ve 
always wanted.

Cell: 404-427-2448
darlene.conley@ allentate.com

AALLLLEEN TN TAATTE RE REEAALLTTOORRSS//  
PPAAT AT ALLLLEEN RN REEAALLTTY GY GRROOUUPP

450 N. 4th St. Highlands, NC
828-526-5522

www.highlandsproperties.com

Wei chert. 
REALTORS 

Highlands Properties 

Cell: 828-787-1895 
pamela.nellis@yahoo.com 

Highlands Office | 210 N. 5th Street

Tean1 RickSteve 
"The Powe1· of3" 

Trusted advisors 
providing impeccable 
personalized service 

FAYE WURM
828.200.1345 
faye@bhhsmmr.com
2334 Cashiers Rd, Highlands
https://fayewurm.meadowsmtnrealty.com/

Of the 55,000+ BHHS agents across the globe,
Faye ranks in the TOP 2% and is a 

Luxury Collection Specialist.

Bryson’s
Food 
Store

Historical 
Village

Rest
Rooms

Hudson 
Library

Visitor 
Center

KH Founders 
Park

Police Station
Fire Station
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 Ace is the Place, 

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

Country Club Properties
 Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals. 
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

Highlander 
Mountain 

House 
& 

The Ruffed 
Grouse 
Tavern

highlandermountainhouse.com

 Local Expertise, Global Connections. 
114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706Sheryl Wilson

Licensed in NC and GA



Cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

Open 7 days a week

526-4407
242 S. 4th St.

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

828-526-2338

 ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

42 Years of Fine Dining
Open

7 nights
5:30-9p

MITZI RAUERS
Broker / Luxury Collection
Specialist
(404) 218-9123
mitzi@bhhsmmr.com

*Based on 2023 sales data. Out of a global network 
of 55,000+ BHHS agents.

If you want an 
award-winning real 
estate experiennce, 
choose an 
award-winning 
agent.

Why call Jody? 
Ranked the #l Broker in North Carolina 
for over a decade-and for good reason! 
Whether you're buying or selling, she 
brings unparalleled market expertise, 
top-tier negotiation skills and a 
commitment to delivering exceptional 
results. Your dream home or top-dollar 
sale is just one call away-you deserve 
the best! With over $1 Billion in sales. 
you can be the next beneficiary of this 
track record. 
Call her personally at 828.226.6303. #1 Broker 

IN NORTH CAROLINA 

$1 Billion+ 
TOTAL CAREER SALES VOLUME 

ToplOO 
SOTHEBY'S INTERNATIONAL REALTY AGENT 
WORLDWIDE 

JULIE OSBORN 
& PAT ALLEN

MORE THAN 33 YEARS OF
EXEMPLARY SERVICE ON THE PLATEAU

VOTED AMERICA’S BEST

828.200.6165 | 828.200.9179 
julie.osborn@allentate.com 
pat.allen@allentate.com

Our clients rate us 5 out of 5

ALLEN TATE REAL ESTATE

ALLEN TATE REAL ESTATE

5 Offices across the plateau! 
HIGHLANDS OFFICE 
225 MAIN STREET 

BRIAN RENFRO CELL: 828-226-0118 
BROKER BRIANRENFRO@>GMAIL.COM 

Bee Gleeson
Broker | Realtor® | 404.307.1415

BeeGlee4@Gmail.com

Pat Gleeson
Broker | Realtor® | 828.782.0472

PatrickGleeson4@Gmail.com

Jessica Haberkern
Broker | Realtor® | 254.718.7494

JessHaberkern@Gmail.com

HighlandsCashiersCIRE.com | 210 North Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741

Mountain Living... 
begins with a 
conversation

and a cup of coffee.


