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Threat deemed a hoax; HPD stays vigilant

By Kim Lewicki

For the second time in a
little over a year, the Episcopal
Church of the Incarnation at
5th and Main streets in High-
lands has been the subject of a

swatting incident.

Swatting is a malicious act
that can involve placing false
emergency calls to emergency
responders, often reporting a
false, severe, ongoing crisis at a

specific location.

“These false reports not
only endanger the lives of first-
responders and the public but
also divert critical resources,’

* See THREAT page 8
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Newly elected o

AtThursday’s Dec. | | Town Board meeting, Macon County Clerk of Su-
perior Court Shawna Lamb swore in incumbents Mayor Pat Taylor, Com-
missioners Amy Patterson and Eric Pierson as well as Jim Tate, who won

AR

fficials a

re sworn into office

the election to finish out the remaining two years on Commissioner Brian
Stiehler’s vacated seat.

Photos by Kim Lewicki

‘Room tax’ rate hike and more suggested at Workshop

By Kim Lewicki

For years, as tourism has
increased in Macon County and
Highlands, Mayor Pat Taylor
has lobbied to update or change

the occupancy tax enabling leg-
islation under which the High-
lands Chamber of Commerce/
Visit Highlands operates.
Currently, under 1985 leg-

islation, 100% of the 3% occu-
pancy tax collected in Highlands
goes to the Chamber to be used
to promote toutism and support
Visit Highlands expenses. Pro-

ceeds hover around $1.5 million.
In 1997, NC legislation was
adopted to allow counties and
municipalities to use 2/3 of the
* See ROOMTAX page 7

Zoning
Board gets
ready for
court battle

By Kim Lewicki

Preparing for a likely Supe-
rior Court battle, at its Decem-
ber meeting, the Zoning Board
of Adjustment met to go over
the verbiage of the written rul-
ing of the Administrative Ap-
peal Decision that summarized
what the board voted on at its
November meeting,

At the November meeting,
the board heard an appeal of
Planning and Development Di-
rector Michael Mathis’s decision
regarding the Willoughby’s Fam-
ily Farms LLC’s short-term rent-
al (STR) on Wortley Road from
neighbors Ronnie and Cheryl
Wood also of Wotley Road.

The vote was 3 to 2 to over-
turn Mathis’s decision. Chait-
man Margot Teed, and board

* See ZONING page 9

Rare Opportunity in
Ravenel Ridge -
Elegance, Privacy, and
# Panoramic Views

812 Ravenel Ridge Road | MLS 1001984

Jody Lovell | (828) 226.6303

Highlands | Sotheby’s

INTERMNATIONAL REALTY

M<CULLEY’S

The largest selection of
Scottish cashmere in the U.S.A.
In Highlands ...on the hill
242 S. 4th St. - 828-526-4407
Open 7 days a week

www.mcculleys.com
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Thursday’s incident is sign of the times

ast Thursdaywas a stress-
Lﬁlled day for Highlands.

Some may ask how such
a situation could happen, with
the town threatened by a po-
tential active shooter. How
could that happen in beautiful,
tranquil, and idyllic Highlands?
Was this event indicative of the
decline of our town?

My response would be to
say, don’t be so fast to make
such a drastic pronouncement;
this kind of event in the Hyper
-information Age, along with the unlim-
ited resources at the hands of mean, evil,
and grievance-driven madmen, can hap-
pen anywhere in the world. There is no
sanctuary or escape from such ctiminal
actions, not even in Highlands.

Our police and sheriff departments
are always vigilant against such poten-
tial threats, as seen in their response
on Thursday. The caller threatened to
shoot up and use violence against a local
church, a place of worship that also had
a daycare center in operation at the time.
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Highlands Mayor
Patrick Taylor

Our policemen and sheriff
deputies responded at once. I am
sure some people may have been
shocked and surprised to see our
police armed with AR-15 assault
weapons protecting the church
and a perimeter around the east
section of the business district.
They were taking no chances
and responded as if this event
might suddenly escalate into an
active shooter situation. Thank
God it did not.

About a decade ago, the
town board quietly approved including
funds in the town budget to equip the
police with AR-15s and tactical gear. In
addition, the police developed an ongo-
ing training program on how to use these
weapons in tactical situations, whether at
a school, daycare center, church, public
building, or anywhere else in town. That
training was put to the test at once when
the shooting threat occurred Thursday
morning, and that training proved its
worth in the sterling reaction by our police
department.

Also, the 9-1-1 dispatcher did his job
by trying to engage the caller making the
threat and keep them on the line as long
as possible. That period gave police time
to get into position and begin efforts to
ping the caller’s source and location. After
long hours of investigation, the sheriff’s
department and the NC State Bureau of
Investigation (NCSBI) determined that
the caller was using very advanced technol-
ogy that has made tracing the call difficult
and continues to do so. Federal authorities
have provided resources and aid in the on-
going call-tracing investigation.

As mayor, I want to thank everyone
who responded and provided support to
address this emergency. Our police chief
and her force stepped forward and fol-
lowed their training and an emergency
response plan, as did the Macon County
Sheriff’s Department. Both agencies func-
tioned as a unified team. We all appreci-
ate the support for NCSBI, as well as the
bomb unit that came from Asheville.

I also want to thank our town employ-
ees. Our fire chief and firefighters imme-

diately placed trucks at key intersections to
* See MAYOR page 4
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At the December
Town Board meet-
ing, Mayor Pat Taylor
presented outgo-

ing Commissioner
John Dotson with a
plaque commemo-
rating his 18 years of

| service as a commis-
| sioner to the Town

of Highlands. Dotson
is resigning from

his seat effective
Dec.31,2025.The
Town Board has 60
days to appoint his
replacement for the
remaining two years
of his term.

Dotson thanked the
citizens of Highlands
for their support
over the years.

“It’s been the high-
light of my life to be
able to serve the
Town of Highlands,”
he said.
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Bryson’s Food Store

Proudly Serving Highlands ;
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Gift Cards make a

great present idea! .

‘Open daily
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FOR SALE

3175 CLEAR CREEK ROAD, $890,000

HIGHLANDS, NC 28741

JOHN SHEEHAN
(404) 790-9716
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PEOPERTIE

3 BED | 3 BATH | 3.05 ACRES
900+ FEET OF CREEK-FRONT IN HIGHLANDS
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Beware the real estate firm of
Greed and Parley

? =

benezer Greed was a
local real estate firm
founder. His focus was

business. Win it, own it, and
crush everyone. It had been
that way for years. Ebenezer
was all about spouting to the
world how many closings he
had made, his dollar volume
of sales, and his rank amongst
peers. When asked about aiding
or helping his fellow REAL-
TORS, he suggested that they
should give up their license
and decrease the local surplus
population. When asked by
charitable organizations to take a portion
from his bountiful earnings and give to
Highlands/Cashiers local charities, “Bah
Humbug” was his quick and cold answer.

Ebenezer was extremely successful
in business. His assets, accumulated over
decades, were monumental; stored in a
complex portfolio of financial and real es-
tate holdings. Ebenezer was not remotely
interested in sharing them and thus had
achieved no meaningful success in life.
He had not been caring. He had not been
neighborly. He had not been loving, And
anyone who knew him knew it to be true.
It was only Ebenezer who was blind to his
own condition.

One night during the Advent sea-
son, Ebenezer pondered his life. He rec-
ognized his many blessings and how he

John Sheehan, Broker
Mountain Life
Properties
828-239-8814

could change the lives of the
less fortunate of so many in
Highlands/Cashiers. He awak-
ened to the possibility of ad-
vancing the conditions of local
culture, education, societal-aid,
and institutions of worship.
A tidal wave of giving poured
forth from Ebenezer, and not
just for a temporary petiod,
but the remainder of his life.
He was changed. A man who
became a leader within High-
lands and Cashiers, replacing a
lifestyle of ME with a lifestyle
embracing all.

God bless Ebenezer. Bless anyone
who recognizes, they have a duty to im-
prove the condition of mankind if they
have the means. Bless them when they
take the great step to act. For those of
us in senior years, the thunderous bell in
the proverbial church tower has only so
many swings left. Its low and deep rever-
berating ring is shaking both firmament
and body to awaken our souls within. Let
the vibration reach your heart. It is not
too late.

* John Sheeban is a Broker at Mountain
Life Properties serving the luxury real estate sales
marfket. The Mountain Life Properties teans wel-
comes all to stop by their log cabin office at 134
Maple Street, visit our website MountainLife-
RE.com, or reach us at 828-239-8§814.

..MJAYOR continued from page 2

help form a closed perimeter around the
church. T also want to thank the volunteer
firefighters who immediately came to the
scene to provide assistance, along with
our sanitation workers, who used their
trucks to block key intersections. I am also
grateful to our school administration, the
teachers, and the staff at the local daycate
centers for implementing their lockdown
procedures to protect our children. I ap-
preciate the many volunteers who helped
evacuate the children from several daycate
centers to the fire station, where parents
could pick them up.

The Chamber of Commerce played
a key role in disseminating information to
local businesses.

In an emergency like this, it was chal-

lenging for me and the town staff to pro-
vide updates and accurate information
to the public. We were inundated with a
constant stream of news media inquiries
and requests. Such an emergency can be
very fluid and multifaceted. In the com-
ing days, our town staff and police de-
partment will review how we responded
to the situation and determine whether
there are additional procedures we can
implement to enhance our emergency
response plans in the future.

Finally, I want to thank the busi-
nesses and residents who cooperated
with and supported our first respond-
ers. It was truly a community effort that
makes this still a wonderful place to live
and work.
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50% OFF
Christmas Items

Exclusions May Apply

On the corner of 4th and Church
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HIGHLAHNDS

Highlands' Favorite Spot for Fast, Fresh Mexican
& the Best Margaritas in Town

Now Offering

CATERING

DINE IN OR TAKE IT TO GO
226 South 4th Street, Highlands, NC
HighlandsBurrito.com

IGHLANDS DINING ®

Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p ¢ Sun. 11a to 7p
Closed Tuesdays

828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

...on the Verandah
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah
42 Years of Fme Dining

OPEN
7 nights
5:30-9p

828-526-2338
JUS 64w * Highlands

www.ontheverandah.com

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern

at Hzghlander Mountain House
Open for
LUNCH
Wednesday-Saturday
11:30-3p
Open for
DINNER
Wednesday-Saturday
5:30-9p
Open for

W|th Blue Grass music
10a-3p

290 Main Street * Highlands * 828-526-2590
highlandermountainhouse.com

828-526-4035

| WILD THYME Gou RMET

R E B8 T A WUR A MT

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round

Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. * Highlands

Open 7 Days
for Lunch & Dinner
Lunch: 11a-3:30p

Dinner:
5:30p - closed

AHIGHLANDER MOUNTAIN HOUSE HOTEL

Now serving wine,
beer & coffee!
Open to the public!

offee Bar 8a to 4p
Wine/Beer Bar:

WITTH DUSTY'S
Every holiday gathering can be unforgettable
with delicious food on your table from Dusty’s!
Appetizers to dessert
Entertaining made delicious!

Open in December —Wed.-Sat.
Open Christmas week: - Tues.Wed., Fri., Sat.
828-526-2762

- :&%;; 493 Dillard Road

The Secret Garden
- Sandwich shop and

gourmet food market
Open Year-Round
Mon.-Fri.. 1 1:30a to 4p
Sat., noon-4

Call (828) 305-7509 to place a pick-up order.
Catermg and Custom Charcuterle

Has i ‘-.I = P
208 N. 5th St. « Village Square * Next to Pine St. Park

EST. H.:_,“'““-;—-'r‘ 1990

LAKESIDE

RESTAURANT

O Iwn ":un

Outdoor Dining / Dine-In Art Gs alle v flakesiderestanrant. info

531 Smallwood Ave | 828-526-9419 | Highlands
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Did you know our representatives get a 72% premium subsidy for Obamacare

Dear Editor,

Many of the politicians in Washington D.C. live in a
fantasy land when it comes to health insurance and the ac-
tual delivery of healthcare. The bottom line is that most of
the senators and representatives who allegedly represent
us do not even understand how the health insurance and
healthcare industry work. I have stated this before, and I
stand by it, the only hope we have is to force our represen-
tatives to be in the same insurance situation that 30 million
of us find ourselves.

Our representatives are required to participate in
Obamacare but they also receive a 72% premium subsidy
without regard to income, and with their base income,
most would not qualify for an Obamacare subsidy.

without regard to income?

Additionally, this talk about Health Savings Accounts
(HSA) being the answer is simply hogwash. An HSA is great,
but if your monthly premium is $2,500 per month and your
deductible is $15,000 (actual quote from GA ACA website
for family of four earning $130,000), how much can a broke
nation actually put into your HSA to make healthcare even
close to affordable. The only real solution would require ev-
eryone who receives healthcare benefits, to actually pay for
those benefits. Yes, this would be a2 mandate and the most
likely solution is Medicare for all.

Medicare is not free, which is just one of the mislead-
ing facts for those who are not actually on Medicare, but
it is affordable compared to private insurance. A Medicare
for all system would allow the younger population (typically

healthier) to participate, which would give them coverage
and also keep the costs down for the older population (typi-
cally less healthier). Private insurance would continue to
play a role in the Medicare for all systems, much like it does
now for those 65 and older who participate in Medicare and
use some type of private insurance supplement.
Comprehensive change is needed to our health insur-
ance system, and spending more money on subsidies and
HSAs is not the answer. As a nation with some of the great-
est innovations in healthcare, we need to make sure that all
of the population can enjoy those innovations.
Jerry Moore
Highlands & Dillard

Grateful to live in a town where care can still be felt

Dear Editor:

I want to express my sincere gratitude to the High-
lands Police Department, Macon County Dispatch, the
North Carolina State Bureau of Investigation, the Macon
County Sheriff’s Office, and the many town employees
and first responders who acted with professionalism, care,
and steadiness during this past week’s incident. Their work
helped bring safety and calm to a day that was frightening
for many.

Although the reported threat was directed toward the
church, its effects were felt far beyond our doors. Streets
were closed, schools and childcare centers were on lock-
down, and an entire town quite understandably entered
a posture of fear and vigilance. What occurred disrupted
daily life and unsettled people.

Swatting incidents are not victimless crimes. They
cause real harm and terror. They frighten children and

OPEN: Monday-Saturday | la to 9p

A

——_F

EL. AGAVE
N\

x HIGHLANDS ,
NORTH CAROLINA

MEXICAN RESTAURANT
& TEQUILA BAR

72 Highlands Plaza ¢ Highlands * 828-482-2974

families, unsettle neighborhoods, place first responders in
unnecessary danger, and divert resources that communities
rely upon. They leave behind a residue of anxiety long after
the immediate crisis has passed. In a small town, that harm
spreads quickly and touches many.

That such acts occur at all is a sobering reminder of the
darkness that marks so much of the of the world we inhabit.
Naming that sadness matters. We should not pretend that
events like these leave us unchanged.

If there is hope to be found in moments like this, it is
not reassurance, and it is not denial. It is the harder convic-
tion that fear, falsehood, and violence are not what finally

hold the wotld together. Communities endure when people
continue, often quietly and imperfectly, to live as though
truth is something we receive rather than invent; as though
our neighbors are more than the worst words spoken about
them; and as though care for one another connects us to
something more lasting than panic. That kind of faithful-
ness rarely draws attention to itself, but it is how meaning is

carried when trust has been shaken.
I am grateful to live in a town where that kind of care

can still be felt.

The Rev. Bentley Manning
Rector, Church of the Incarnation

Just who does Trump worship?

Dear Editor,

Here is a Great Mystery. How did it come to pass
that a corrupt real estate mogul who is also a convicted
criminal, a sexual predator, and a compulsive liar now sits
in the highest seat of honor in American government?

Reason and ration doesn’t explain it, so we could try
a different approach.

“And the devil said unto him All this power shall 1
give unto thee (the kingdoms of the world) and the glory
of them, for that is delivered unto me, and to whomso-
ever I will give it. If thou therefore wilt worship me, all
shall be thine.” -- Luke 4:6-7

On the front page of the New York Times, 11/02/25,
Trump is quoted as saying “I don’t think there’s anything
that’s going to get me into heaven. I’'m not maybe heaven
bound.”

So did Trump cut a deal? If so, how does he then
keep his end of the batgain -- to worship as required?

He does it so by bowing down with praise and ad-
miration for all the other tyrants and dictators around the
wotld -- Putin, Kim Jong Un, Duterte, and Victor Orban
to name a few.

He does so by pardoning violent criminals while per-
secuting those who stand up for basic goodness.

But maybe the highest form of wotship is to imi-

tate your deity. The word “devil” comes from the Greek
word “diabolos,” meaning slanderer, or accuser. And
hurling accusations is Trump’s modus operandi. Trump
is The Accuser personified.

Trump more than fulfills his part of the deal, and

the devil has kept his bargain.
Frank Stockton
Highlands

..ROOM TAX continued from
page 1

occupancy tax to promote tourism and 1/3 to help pay
for “tourist related expenditures,” instead of only pro-
moting tourism and chambers.

The Town of Franklin is already operating under
this premise and has an additional occupancy tax rate of
3% with 2/3 of it used to promote toutism and 1/3 to
promote toutist-related expenses. Therefore, occupancy
tax for Franklin lodging facilities is currently 6%.

Mayor Taylor suggested raising the occupancy
rate and operating under the 1997 legislation. He said
this would enable the town to use some tax proceeds

 See ROOM TAX page 11
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..THREAT continued from page 1

said Highlands Police Chief Andrea Hol-
land.

At10:28 a.m., on Wed., Aug, 21, 2024,
Highlands Police responded to a call for
service regarding the Episcopal Church
of the Incarnation. A call had gone to the
crisis hot-line and then 9-1-1 claiming a
possible active shooter at the church who
had already shot some people.

After responding, officers found out
it was a hoax.

“At approximately 10:30 a.m., a call
from a crisis hot-line in New York came
through Macon County dispatch report-
ing that a male called and said he was at
the church and he had shot everyone and
was holding a child hostage,” said Chief
Holland.

Of course, the police took the call
seriously and responded appropriately,
descending on the church, entering the
building, and evacuating the children and
employees before the call was determined
to be a hoax.

In comparison, the Thurs., Dec. 11,
2025 incident was notably escalated re-
quiring numerous law enforcement agen-
cies — Highlands Police, the Macon Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Dept., emergency services, a
bomb squad out of Asheville and the NC
State Bureau of Investigation.

Last Thursday, at approximately
10:40 a.m., a 9-1-1 call came into Macon
County Dispatch threatening to shoot an
employee at the Episcopal Church and to
shoot any police officer who attempted to
stop him.

Due to the threats to employees of
the church, patrolling police officers and
the claim that two incendiary devices were
planted outside the church, businesses in
the immediate vicinity were locked down
with access points at Main and Fifth, Fifth
and Pine, and Oak Street at Fourth and
Fifth street blocked off to pedestrian and
vehicular traffic.

Chief Holland said once sufficient
law enforcement resources were in place,
officers and deputies began safely escort-
ing and evacuating the childcare facility.

Children in the church’s childcare
center, as well as the children in the other
two childcare centers in town, were evacu-
ated to the Highlands Fire & Rescue De-
partment where they were united with
their parents.

Meanwhile, law enforcement officers
with assault rifles patrolled the area and
as the day progressed the entire business
district was locked down.

By around 5pm, the joint investiga-

tion determined the threat was a swat-
ting incident, but Chief Holland said this
week her department continues to patrol
the area.

“While the investigation has deemed
that this call was a false report, Highlands
Police Department will remain vigilant
in patrolling the downtown area, espe-
cially around the Episcopal Church and
our local childcare centers and Highlands
School,” she said. “We take incidents like
this call very seriously and the investiga-
tion into the origin of the call remains
ongoing,”

Its unclear why the Episcopal
Church has been the focus of the swat-
ting incidents but in case it has something
to do with a webcam view from the Silver
Creek Real Estate office across the street
from the church, owner of Silver Creek
Jochen Lucke took the webcam down.

“We took it down and once the inves-
tigation is complete, we will consider put-
ting it back up but repositioning the view;,”
he said. “Unfortunately, there are people
in this wotld with evil intentions and we
will do whatever we can to keep this from
happening again.”

Chief Holland said the safety of the
community is the department’s top priot-
1ty.

“We sincerely appreciate your pa-
tience, cooperation, and support as we
work through this incident,” she said.

Anyone with information is encour-
aged to contact the Highlands Police De-
partment at 828-526-9431.
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members Mike King and Ricky Siegel
voted to overturn Mathis’s decision.
Board members Bill Futral and Robert
Wood voted not to overturn it.

The Woods said the property wasn’t
a legitimate STR because it wasn’t rented
consistently since Sept. 2022 when the
town amended its ordinance to disallow
new STRs in zones R1 and R2 after Sept.
15, 2022, but to allow existing STRs prior
to that date.

Mathis ruled the Willoughby’s home
a legitimate STR based on an affidavit
from the previous owner of the proper-
ty, Paula Dodson; a Rental Management
Agreement between Dodson and Land-
mark Real Estate Sales & Vacation Rent-
als; an email from Mandi Cantrell, with
Landmark, emails between the current
ownet, Mitchell Willoughby, and Dodson
and an email from VRBO Support.

Based on the documentation, Mathis
determined the property was being used
as an STR as of September 15, 2022, and
that the property had not discontinued
its use.

The Woods, who are part-time
residents, said the property lapsed be-
ing rented for 20 months after Sept.
2022, thereby making it an illegal STR.
To maintain standing, an STR must be
rented at least once within a 12-month
period.

Even though Mathis explained that
the written ruling of the board’s deci-
sion, which was being reviewed that
night, wasn’t meant to be a verbatim min-
utes account of the November meeting,
board member Mike King, who had the
most to say at the meeting, kept returning
to the meeting and even brought up new
issues including questioning the legitima-
cy of Dobson’s signature on her affida-
vit, the lack of traditional documentation
verifying Willoughby’s private STR rent-
als for compensation and the intention
of the town’s STR ordinance versus the
words in the ordinance.

With its 3-2 vote, the board said
Mathis’s interpretation of an active rental
was wrong — marketing of a property but
not renting it didn’t count.

Mathis said the VRBO listing and
compensation for private rentals verified
Willoughby’s STR was active and open
for business whether it rented or not.

King, Teed and Siegel said a VRBO
listing wasn’t enough and the fact that

Willoughby didn’t supply documentation
of the compensation he received meant it
wasn’t a legitimate STR.

“Michael said it was an active rental if
it was open for business whether or not it
was rented,” said King. “He said if a res-
taurant was open for business but didn’t
serve any meals it was still an active busi-
ness. I feel that wasn’t the intent of the
town’s ordinance.”

The board asked Zoning Board at-
torney Evan Lee to add a few things to
the document: the town’s definition of
an STR, and added to the Conclusion of
Law segment, that a mere “listing” doesn’t
deem a property a STR — that it had to be
rented for compensation.

According to Highlands’ Unified De-
velopment Ordinance, a STR is defined as
renting a residential unit for compensa-
tion for less than 30 consecutive days.

Member Futral said the IRS consid-
ers the items Willoughby mentioned to be
fair compensation — use of the house as
favors to business associates and friends
— but during the November hearing, he
did ask, “Knowing you were coming here,
don’t you think you should have brought
proof of that compensationr”

That proof being emails, texts and
telephone conversations; Willoughby said
he could supply that.

At Wednesday’s meeting Futral also
said that the IRS considers compensa-
tion to be everything of value that an in-
dividual receives in payment for personal
services, whether in the form of money,
property, or services.

Teed wrapped up the discussion say-
ing the document needed to reflect what
the board decided and why because Wil-
loughby indicated he would be going to
court.

“We need this to reflect the fact that
Willoughby didn’t provide compensation
documentation to prove he had been
renting it privately over the 20 months in
question, and explain our interpretation
of the ordinance as intended by the Town
Board,” said Teed. “Our job is to interpret
what the board’s intention was when they
passed this ordinance to the best of our
ability.”

Once that verbiage is added to the
Administrative Appeal document, Chair-
man Teed will sign it and the Willoughby’s
have 30 days to appeal the Zoning Board’s
decision in Superior Coutt.
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LESSONS AND CAROLS

Sunday, December 21 at 10:30 am
Main Sanctuary

CHRISTMAS EVE

Wednesday, December 24 at 4:00 pm & 6:00 pm
Main Sanctuary

(nursery available)

CHRISTMAS DAY

Thursday, December 25 at 10:00 am
Historic Chapel

520 Main Street, Highlands, NC
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Where Comfort

7 Meets Luxury
FINE

LINGERIE

Specialized bra fittings ~
and lingerie

loungewear

Open
Tuesday-Saturday 11a-5p
468 Carolina Way
(Across the street from KH Park)
828-371-7890
www.haleysfinelingerie.com

/M
Now Accepting new

clients!
For appointments call » 828-200-7779

Adriana
Beauty Specialist
® Hair Cuts and Color
® Event makeup
® Skincare Consultation
322 Main St ¢ Highlands
828-482-1112

Kybella $150 off a syringe
Botox/Dysport/Xeomin/Jeuveau

We have Gift bags, and
Stocking Stuffers for Sale!

S445 Value for $285 $165 Valuce for $100

20% off

ﬁ
"u_/

rejuvenatewnc@gmail.com

All Juvederm Filler — $100 off a syringe
$10 / Unit

Purchase $300 or more and [ gt

Cranberry Facials

Regular price $140

Highlands - 828-482-4430 | Fral{klin - 82?&—349—1280

-
.
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* OBITUARIES ®

Joe Alister Brady

Joe Alister Brady Jr. was
born in Jackson, MS to Joe Ali-
ster Brady and Frances Johnson
Brady, April 17, 1945. He died
Nov. 24, 2025. He was a loyal
friend who adored his family and
had a quick wit and an infectious
sense of humor.

His family and friends will
remember Al as having a soft
soul and a generous spirit. Al is
a graduate of Murrah High School and the
University of Mississippi where he earned a
law degree, and Georgia State, where he re-
ceived a master’s in counseling,

Al is survived by his devoted and lov-
ing husband of 48 years Michael Lanzilotta;
their relationship was a testament to com-
mitment and filled with love and laughter
and unwavering support; his sister Joan
and brother-in-law H.C. “Buster” Bailey; his
cherished niece, Leigh Bailey and husband
Jamie Redmond, his nephew Coyt Bailey
and his wife Leah; his great-nephew Hugh
Bailey and great-niece Sara Bailey. Also sut-
viving is another great niece, Al's namesake
Alister “Ali” Rothrock and her husband and
daughters, Tom, Marleigh and Bailey.

In 1994, Al and Michael purchased their
second home in Highlands, NC and made it
their full-time residence in 2013. Al loved
Highlands and developed wonderful friend-
ships with a group affectionately called his
“Highlands Family.” Al was deeply involved
with community, serving as Chairman of
the Board of the Counseling Center. Al was

a founding member of Indivis-
ible of Highlands and held the
roles of former Democratic
Precinct Chair and Co-Chair.
Al was passionate about fighting
for justice and equality.

His community work in-
cluded contributions to the
Episcopal Church of the In-
carnation, where he was a choir
member and former Vestry
member, and played a pivotal role in the
church’s mission to Haiti, alongside Jane
Chalker.

Beyond his civic and church endeav-
ors, Al’s love extended to his cherished
dachshunds, Luigi and Travis, who were an
important part of his life.

A celebration of Al’s life will be held
on December 20 at the Church of the In-
carnation in Highlands, NC. Friends and
family are invited to visit with his loved
ones starting at 11 a.m. in the Parish Hall,
followed by a funeral service at 12 p.m.
in the Nave, accompanied by his beloved
choir. A reception will follow immediately
afterward in the Parish Hall.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made in Al’s honor to Ansanm (which
means “Together”), the Haiti Mission at
520 Main Street, Highlands, NC 28741, or
online at finance@incarnation.otg, or al-
ternatively to the Highlands Food Pantry at
348 S. 5th Street, Highlands, NC 28741, or
online at HighlandsFriendshipCenter.org,

Mary Jeannette Chidsey Trott

Mary Jeannette Chidsey
Trott, age 92, of Highlands,
North Carolina, passed away on
December 11, 2025.

Jean was a devoted and
loving mother, grandmother,
and great-grandmother whose
life was defined by resilience,
creativity, and deep love for her
family. She had a lifelong af-
fection for animals and found
great joy in artistic pursuits,
particularly in creating beauti-
tul porcelain dolls and imaginative stump
houses that reflected her creativity and
gentle spirit.

At the age of 34, Jean experienced
the tragic loss of her first husband, James
Berrien Chidsey, Jr. Faced with profound
hardship, she courageously raised their
four young children on her own, dem-
onstrating remarkable strength, persever-

ance, and devotion. Her fam-
ily remained the center of her
life, and she took great pride
in nurturing generations with
love, wisdom, and kindness.

Jean was preceded in death
by her husband, James Berrien
Chidsey, Jr., her son, James
Berrien Chidsey III and hus-
| band Allen L. “Buck” Trott.

She is survived by her
children: Sallie Chidsey Taylor
(Patrick); Jeannette Covington
Chidsey; and Charles Truman Chidsey
(Gretchen), and her sister, Barbara Hine
Briley of Rome, Ga. She also leaves be-
hind 11 grandchildren and 15 great-
grandchildren, all of whom were a con-
stant source of joy and pride in her life.

In lieu of flowers, hug the people
you love while you can.



*HS SPORTS

The Highlands Highland-
ers and Lady Highland-
ers athletic programs
navigated a demanding sched-
ule last week, facing tough
conference rivals in basketball
and opening the season with a
strong showing in the pool.

The week, spanning De-
cember 9th through the 15th,
was highlighted by a significant
winning sweep against Ros-
man and a spectacular individ-
ual performance on the road
against Swain.

Hardwood Battles: Chero-
kee & Conference Clashes

The week kicked off on
Tuesday, December 9th, with a
challenging home stand against
Cherokee.

* The JV Boys struggled,
falling 27-54. Jonathan Carpen-
ter led the scoring effort for the
JV squad with 12 points.

* The Varsity Girls faced
a formidable opponent in
the two-time defending state
champions, resulting in a 59-
15 loss. Taylor Hays put up 7
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RECAP ®

Week of triumphs and trials for Highlands athletics

points for the Lady Highlanders.

* The Varsity Boys also took
a tough loss, 24-75, with Isaiah
Vilardo leading the team’s scot-
ing with 11 points.

Sweep at Rosman and

Thriller vs. Swain

The Highlanders found
their stride on Thursday, Decem-
ber 11th, traveling to Rosman
and achieving a decisive three-
game sweep:

* JV Boys secured a con-
vincing win, 48-25, powered by
a 20-point effort from Jonathan
Carpenter.

* Varsity Gitls dominated
their game, winning 45-12, led
by Jordyn Borino with 20 points.
Hunter Conner provided an out-
standing defensive performance
with 7 blocks, 6 steals, and 4 re-
bounds.

* Varsity Boys pulled out a
close victory, 54-45. Isaiah Vilar-
do matched his teammate with
20 points.

The high school teams trav-
eled to Towns County, GA, on
Friday, December 12th, resulting

..ROOM TAX continued from page 7

for things like extending park-
ing from 1st to 3rd streets; tree
and landscape maintenance
downtown and at KH Found-
ers Park, maintenance for the
new playground; public bath-
room maintenance as well
as the construction of new
public bathrooms; Greenway
development; ice skating rink
maintenance and operation,
even sidewalk construction and
maintenance.

According to the legisla-
tion, tourism-related expendi-
tures can include a broad range
of municipal services due to
the impact of tourism on local
infrastructure, such as fire pro-
tection, solid waste treatment,
and the construction and main-
tenance of performing arts and
convention centers.

Prior to the Dec. 11 Town

Board meeting, commissioners
and members of the public had
a somewhat contentious discus-
sion during the work-session that
started at S5pm.

Mayor Taylot’s suggestion
revolved around increasing the
room tax, like many of the 90
counties have done, from 3% to
up to a max of 6%.

Richard Delany, president
and managing director of the
Old Edwards Hospitality Group
voiced immediate concern.

“With all the issues we have
had with huge inflation, tar-
iffs and massive labor increases
which have led to huge operat-
ing expense increases for us, the
last thing we need is for an ad-
ditional room rate increase,” he
said. “When guests check out of
a hotel, they are not looking at
the itemized room rate and then

in a trio of heartbreak-
ers:

* The JV Boys lost
a tough one, 33-34,
when a potential game-
winning shot just after
the final horn was dis-
allowed.

* The Varsity Girls
dropped a low-scoring
defensive battle, 19-21,
due to a difficult shoot-
ing night. Jordyn Bori-
no led with 12 points and Hunter
Conner grabbed 14 rebounds.

* The Varsity Boys fought
hatd but fell to a 59-71 loss, with
Jayven Alverado scoring 16 and
Bryan Juarquin adding 13.

The week of basketball con-
cluded on Monday, December
15th, at Swain:

* The JV Boys lost 35-54.

* The Varsity Gitls secured
a hard-fought win, 52-44, pulling
away in the second half after be-
ing down 17-18 at the break. Jor-
dyn Borino delivered a phenom-
enal, career-high performance,

pouring in 38 points to lift the

the sales tax and then the occu-
pancy tax and the resort taxes as
separate charges they look at one
number — the bottom line. And
as the bottom line continues to
increase they stop booking.”

He said any increases to
room rates will negatively impact
all the hotels in Macon County,
STRs and every single business
that those hotels and STRs sup-
port.

“Furthermore,  siphoning
off current occupancy tax rev-
enues to use for other projects
and items not related to tourism,
visitors and town businesses is a
slippery slope and currently not
legal,” he said. “We will fight this
with everything we have at the
town level, the county level and
the state level no matter what it
costs us.”

* See ROOMTAX page |5

Brett Lamb
Highlands School
Athletic Director

Lady Highlanders to
victory.

* The Varsity Boys
were outsized and
plagued by eatly foul
trouble, resulting in a
42-79 loss.

Swim Team Starts

Strong
The High-
lands High School

swim team officially
opened their season
on Wednesday, December 10th,
at the Asheville School. The
Highlanders set several personal
records and posted strong indi-
vidual scores:

e Aniah McKim led the
team with 19 points.

* Ivan Shchelgachov con-
tributed 14 points.

* Trinity rounded out the

top scorers with 7 points.

* Middle School Basketball:
Win and Loss

The Middle School basket-
ball teams traveled to Tallulah
Falls on Thursday, December
11th. The Gitls team lost 13-25,
while the Boys secured a solid
road win, 37-24.

Looking Ahead:

This Week’s Schedule

High school basketball
teams are back in action Tues-
day at home against Andrews
and Friday on the road at Rob-
binsville. The swim team trav-
els to Murphy on Wednesday.
Middle school basketball will
resume play after the New Year,
with their next game scheduled
for January 8th at Towns Coun-

ty.
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Saturday, December 20
5:30 pm Winter Fire Concert
A Cinematic Holiday Concert
with Glenn Basham & Michael Yannette

Christmas Eve - December 24
3:30 pm Christmas Eve Children’s Pageant

5:30 pm Lessons & Carols

Christmas Day - December 25
12:00 pm Christmas Day Holy Eucharist

1448 Highway 107 South. Cashiers. NC 28717
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LUTHERAN
CHURCH

OF THE HOLY FAMILY

Christmas Eve
Service

3:00 Bm
2152 DILLARD ED, HIGHL ANDS

&mmul Mmﬂrm!

Soasow of Aol

Sunday, December 21
1lam - Sunday Celebration

Monday, December 22
12pm - Service of Light

Wednesday, December 24
2:30pm - Piano Prelude
3pm - Christmas Eve Service
4:30pm - Harp Prelude
5pm - Christmas Eve Service

A e welcom - Please join ug]

= T
471 MAIN STREET, HIGHLANDS NC 28741 | 828.526.3175
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Bilogical Station'’s sc

hool

outreach program to discontinue after 22 Years

Highlands Biological Sta-
tion’s STEM Outreach Program
serves preK-12 schools through-
out the rural mountain counties
of western North Carolina and
offers more than 50 different
place-based science programs
that integrate multiple subject
areas and align with NC sci-
ence Essential Standards. In
2021, HBS school Outreach was
awarded the “Exceptional Envi-
ronmental Education Program”
by EENC.

“Our science programming
supplements existing lessons and
curricula by bringing additional
resources to classrooms and out-
door learning laboratories for a
diversity of students, including
demographics that might oth-
erwise have limited opportu-
nity for direct interaction with
the natural wotld,” said Patrick
Brannon, HBS Outreach Educa-
tion Specialist. “For example, a
teacher recently rematrked that
one of her special-needs stu-
dents is usually nonverbal, ex-
cept for when ‘Mr. Patrick’ visits
with his science lessons.”

Informal science education,
such as those offered through

museums and nature centers,

extends student learning beyond
the classroom through activities
that reinforce STEM concepts,
and can raise student intetrest,
confidence, academic achieve-
ment, and desire for science
careers. By building longstand-
ing relationships with teachers,
schools throughout the moun-
tain region have come to depend
on HBS Outreach as a regular
part of their annual science cur-
riculum. Now, its Outreach Pro-
gram has even become multi-
generational.

“Recently, a new teacher at
Highlands School commented
that she was excited to have me
visit her classroom, because she
enjoyed my presentations back
when she was a first-grade stu-
dent there,” mused Brannon.

Highlands Biological Station
averages two Outreach programs
every day, most often at different
schools. “Local teachers usu-
ally schedule programs months
in advance, as my calendar fills
almost immediately due to high
demand,” Brannon said.

Over the past 22 years,
HBS Outreach has delivered
over 4,500 STEM Programs to
159,000 preK-12 students across

the region. In 2025 alone, Bran-
non has presented more than
350 programs to nearly 16,500
children, including 65 different
schools and other community
organizations throughout 11
different WNC counties (Ma-
con, Jackson, Swain, Graham,
Clay, Cherokee, Haywood,
Buncombe, Henderson, Tran-
sylvania, Polk) and the Qualla

Boundary.
“Because most are remote,
economically  disadvantaged

Title T schools with limited
budgets, science programs are
presented in the classroom or
at nearby outdoor recreational
areas at minimal or no charge.
This permits schools to take
advantage of our educational
resources without a cost or
travel burden, while also al-
lowing HBS to serve a greater
number and wider range of
students and teachers,” stated
Brannon.

Despite being a part of
WCU, the HBS school Out-
reach Program currently re-
ceives no direct financial sup-
port from the University. It
also receives no monetary as-

* See HBS page 13
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learn about
KIDS Place

At a  recent [
MountainTop Rotary f
meeting, Alisa Ashe

the director of KIDS
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sistance from the Highlands Biological
Foundation. Consequently, HBS Out-
reach is forced to rely entirely on grants
and other external funding sources for its
sustainability.

“Sadly, our longstanding and cel-
ebrated HBS school Outreach Program
will likely be discontinued at the end of
February, because our primary grant

Program) was reduced by 50%,” Bran-
non said. Maybe some compassionate,
philanthropic person will read this and
come to our aid. In the meantime, we
strive to secure financial support in other
ways, with the hope of ensuring continu-
ity for the thousands of school children
of western North Carolina who benefit
from this important community service

Place spoke.

KIDS Place is [
Macon County’s only
nonprofit  organiza-
tion that coordinates
the efforts of child
protection  services,
forensic interview-
ing, law enforcement,
prosecutors, child J
advocates, and medi- ||
cal and mental health
experts, all under one
roof.

It provides a multiple-agency re-
sponse to child abuse so that every child
and family can focus on healing. They

have served thousands of children since
1991, averaging 120 new referrals each
yeat.

The Laurel Garden Club opens
grant cycle for 2026

Laurel Garden Club of Highlands
is now accepting applications from com-
munity organizations for 2026 grants. To
further the purposes of Laurel Garden
Club, grants are awarded to protect and
conserve our natural resources and to en-
hance the beauty of our town and its na-
tive mountain landscapes. In recent years
grants have been awarded to environmen-
tal preservation organizations including
Highlands Biological Foundation, Coali-
tion for Non-native Invasive Plant Man-
agement (CNIPM), Highlands- Cashiers
Land Trust, and The Mountain. To pro-
mote community beautification through
landscaping with native plants, grants
have been awarded to local non-profit or-
ganizations including The Bascom, High-
lands Historical Society, Hudson Library,
Highlands Performing Arts Center, and
Peggy Crosby Center.

Laurel Garden Club is a non-profit
educational organization. In keeping with
its purposes, the Club petiodically engages
in fundraising activities such as cookbook
sales, kitchen & home tours, luncheons
and other ticketed events, the proceeds of
which are donated as grants to recipient
organizations. Since 2002, Laurel Gar-
den Club has given a total of more than

$234,645 through grants to community or-
ganizations.

The deadline for grant applications
is January 31, 2026. To apply, visit www.
laurelgardenclubhighlands.com and use
the search bar to download Guidelines for
Grants and the Laurel Garden Club Grant
Request.

COREY JAMES GALLERY

& Estate Consignments
Bronze sculpture ¢ Paintings
Vintage & Antique Collectables &
Furniture - Costume Jewelry

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

award (the NC Science Museums Grant  every year.

Open for
Breakfast &

Lunch
Open Tues. - Sat.
8“ to 3p Pet Friendly Place Where Friends Meet

Come by for a visit and enjoy those Appalachian Fries and a Gyro!
Salads e Pitas ¢ Burgers ¢ Philly Cheese Steak e Shrimp Pita ® Susan’s Rueben
Italian Sausage ® Appalachian Fries ® Onion Rings ¢ Jambalaya ¢ Kabobs
Shrimp Gumbo e Soups, and more!

L)ON[EON’S

Dine in or Call in your order for Pickup! e 828-482-1513

462 Dillard Road, Highlands (across from Dusty’s)

First Baptist Church

ichlands

(7 1

.
Shistmad Ge

Wednesday, December 24, 6:00pm

220 Main Street
Highlands, NC

Candlelight Service
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Rev. Dr. Marcus B. Robertson
is Interim Priest in Charge

of Christ Anglican Church,
Cashiets.

boy”) at my parish in Alabama. The bishop was

coming for his annual visitation in eatly June, and
I was to serve at the altar. I was only 12 years old, and
serving at the altar when the bishop came was a true
honor. It was also a very intimidating affair.

My priest gave me some wise advice: “Don’t be
startled if the bishop begins to sing or quote Christmas
carols at the altar,” he said. “It’s just one of his quirks.”
Christmas carols in June? That was indeed a bit off-cen-
ter! But I was prepared.

During the service, the bishop stood at the altar,
having just consectrated the bread and wine for Holy
Communion. Then, just as I was told, he began to whis-
per words to a famous Christmas carol. He spoke the
words softly but clearly:

“How silently, how silently the wondrous gift is
given;

How God imparts to human hearts the blessings
of His heaven.

No ear may hear His coming, but in this wotld of

I n my younger years I was an acolyte (read, “altar

sin,
Where meek hearts will receive Him still, the dear
Christ enters in.”

I was stunned. The words were so fitting, so ap-
propriate — even in the summertime! My dear bishop
was quoting from “O Little Town of Bethlehem,” writ-
ten by Phillips Brooks, a 19th-century bishop of Mas-
sachusetts. Brooks had traveled to the Holy Land and
had the privilege of visiting the birthplace of Christ in
Bethlehem. Upon his return to the United States, he
wrote this famous carol as a reflection of his time in
that special place, and that carol has become a classic in
American Christmas music.

As we approach this most holy of Feasts in the
Christian Tradition, I encourage you to reflect on these
simple words from Phillips Brooks. Our Lord comes si-
lently, without pretention, fanfare or display. The very
blessings of heaven are offered to all who will receive
them, especially the blessing of the Christ child, who is
the Lord and King of the universe.

I am sure there will be festive parties, lots of cook-
ing and eating, visiting relatives and plenty of travel. Our
calendars will be filled with all sorts of holiday activities!
I usually need a few days of rest and recuperation after

* See SPIRITUALLY page 15
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BLUEVALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor 706-782-3965
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.,Worship:| |
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
828-269-3546 ¢ Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| |
CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev.Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298
Sundays: School at 9:30;Worship 10:30
GRACE CHAPEL ON HIGH HOLLY
9615 Dillard Rd Scaly Mountain, N C.

Pastor Steve Kerhoulas. http://www.Graceonhighholly.com
Sunday School 9:45;Worship | |; Prayer Service Wed 5:30p
Men’s and Women'’s Bible Study throughout the week
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH
The Rev'd Dr. Marc Robertson & Rev. Nick McGee
464 U.S. Hwy. 64E, Cashiers, NC
CAC@christanglicancashiers.org * 828-743-1701
Sunday:Adult Christian Ed, 9:15a; Holy Eucharist, 10:30a;
Fellowship | 1:45a;VVed: Bible Study/Contemplative Prayer, 5p
CHRIST CHURCH OF THEVALLEY. CASHIERS
Pastor Jacob Tedder ¢ Jacob@cashiers.church ¢ 743-5470
www.cashiers.church
Sun. 10:452;Wed Study5:15p supper and childcare.
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH
283 Spring Street - Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m.
Testimony meeting: 3rd Wednesday at 5:30 p.m.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| la.m.

I'st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.
Wednesdays —Supper at 6 p.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com * 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC ¢ Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins
Sun: Service 10:45am, Children’s 10:30am

Wed.:Youth 5:30-7pm;Women'’s Bible Study: Mon. 4:30pm, Tues.

|0am; Men’s Bible Study:Wed. & Thurs. 7am @ Zookeeper
Bistro
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev.W. Bentley Manning, Rector * 526-2968
5th and Main streets * www.incarnationwnc.org
Sunday: Rite |, spoken, 8 am in Chapel, Rite Il with Choir 10:30
am in Sanctuary,Wed: Healing Eucharist 12 pm in Chapel,
Morning Prayer: Mon-Thurs 8:30 am in Chapel
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 « www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor * 220 Main Street, Highlands
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am;Women'’s 10:30 am
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Emily Wilmarth, pastor; Rev. Kelley Connelly Asso. Pastor
828-526-3175 « fpchighlands.org
Sun.:Adult Ed.: 10a;Worship | la,;Tues: Men’s Group 103;
Wed: Bell Choir 4p. Chancel Choir:5:30p
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd)

Sunday School:10 am.Worship Service:| | am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com ¢ Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814
Services: Sundays |0am -Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. » Glenville. NC ¢ 743-2729 + Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a.Worship | la & 7p. Bible Study 6p
Wed. Kidsquest 6p.;VWorship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 « |65 S.Sixth Street
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays:Worship:| |
HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson ¢ | 1339 Buck Creek Road
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily
sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a. & 6p.VWednesday Worship is 6p
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376
In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
909a Bluegrass and | |aTraditional
www.highlandsmethodist.org
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA
2152 Dillard Road ¢ 526-974|
Rev. Ken Langsdrof
Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.
Visit our website: Holy Family Lutheran Highlands NC
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miiles south of Highlands on N.C.28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| |. Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
Franklin « 828-634-1312 « mountainsynagoguewnc.com.
Services: st Fri.and 3rd Sat.and Rosh Hashanah & Yom
Kippur.
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH
743-2583 * Independent Bible Church
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church. 4224 Big Ridge
(4.5 miles from NC 107)

Weds:Youth Group 6 p.m.; Bible Study 6:30 p.m.;
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone — 526-2418
Sat.4pm 5/24/25-10/25/25; Sun. - | lam
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School —10 a.m.;Worship —I | am.& 7
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates * 526-3212
Sun.: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:10:45 a.m.;Worship: 6 p.m.
SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Richard Salmonson
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:I | a.m.
ST.JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Mass: Sun. 9a (English); Mon. 9:30a (Vatican Il in Latin); Tues.
7p (Spanish);Wed.,9:30a (English)

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: * 743-2359 * Rev. Rob Wood
Sunday Service (summer): 9am & | lam
Visit our website: www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com
Our Bazaar Barn supports outreach in the community.
Open Fri & Sat. | lam-3pm
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
85 Sierra Drive. Franklin ¢ uufranklin.org
Sunday Worship - | | am.
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers *828-743-2122
Sunday School: 10 am.Worship Service:| | am
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s PolLicE & FIRE REPORTS ®

Highlands Police en-
tries from Dec. I1. Only
the names of persons
arrested, issued a sum-
mons/citation, issued a
Class-3 misdemeanor or
those of public officials
have been used.

Dec. |11

e At 10:38 a.m., officers
responded to a threat of a
bomb at the Episcopal Church
of the Incarnation.

Dec. 13

* At 2:23 p.m., officers
responded to a call of a shop-
lifting incident at Potpourri
on Main Street where $32 of
merchandise was taken.

..SPIRITUALLY continued from page 14

such a time. But all the merri-
ment can be a distraction, and
distraction is often the enemy
of spiritual focus. The silent
arrival of our Lord is often
missed because we are engulfed
in the activities that accompany
the season. ’'m no Scrooge
when it comes to celebration.
It’s great to enjoy the fun! But
it might be helpful to steal away

Accidents

Dec. 10

* Two vehicles were travel-
ing north on NC 106 (Dillard
Road). Vehicle 2 cut through
the parking lot of Farmer’s
Market to get in front of ve-
hicle | to travel east on US 64
(Main Street).Vehicle | ran the
red light and turned right onto
Main Street. Vehicle 2 hit ve-
hicle | as it passed.

Dec. 13

* Vehicle was damaged in
the parking lot of the High-
lander Mountain House.

The Highlands Fire &
Rescue log from Dec. 4.

Dec.4

for a quieter moment, a moment
that reflects that Holy Night in
Bethlehem, that quiet miracle
when God came to earth — “Em-
manuel, God with us.” Ask God
to give you eyes to see and ears
to hear the presence of Christ.
He is here in the silent places, the
quiet moments of faith and grat-
itude. He is even present in the

..ROOM TAX continued from page 11

Blye Hunsinger, president
of the Chamber board also
raised concerns.

“Currently, the money
earned in Highlands, stays in
Highlands. I am concerned that
if the rate is raised, when the
money goes down the hill it will
become diffused and limit our
ability to continue to support
key initiatives here in High-
lands. Yes, we want to continue
to use dollars for toutrism, but
the community also benefits
from many of the things the
Chamber does like Saturday
night music in the park. We
need to keep those dollars in
Highlands.”

During Mayor Taylor’s
presentation, he cited occupan-
cy tax increases that are now
in effect in Jackson, Hender-
son, Graham, Clay, Cherokee,

Transylvania and Swain counties
which all operate under the 2/3,
1/3 scenario.

Commissioner Jeff Weller
asked if they raised the tax
because they weren’t getting
enough money to begin with
and suggested more research
was needed as well as a taskforce
made up of stakeholders to dis-
cuss the matter at length.

For ’23-24 with a 4% room
tax, Jackson County got about
$2.5 million but with the increase
to 6% effective July 1, 2025, it’s
expected to get $3.4 million.

Currently, at the 3% rate,
between Highlands and Franklin
proceeds, Macon County gets
about $2 million.

The cutoff to propose
changes to the Macon County
scenario is April 2026. Weller
said given the number of stake-

* At 2:02 p.m., the dept.
was first-responders to a resi-
dence on Hemlock Drive.

Dec. 10

* At 12:26 p.m., the dept.
responded to a fire alarm at a
residence on Old Rock Road,
but it was cancelled en route.

Dec. 11

* At 10:53 a.m,, the dept.
assisted Highlands Police De-
partment regarding the swat-
ting incident at the Episcopal
Church.

Dec. 12

* At 6:50 a.m., the dept.
responded to a fire alarm at a
residence onVZ Top Road.

* At 7:07 am,, the dept.

seasons of loneliness and mel-
ancholy, which often accompany
this time of year for many of us.

Christ comes in surprising
ways at surprising times and in
surprising places. Keep your eyes
and ears open — I am confident
you will encounter Him when
you least expect it, and when you
most need it.

holders, including county com-
missioners, and pending discus-
sions it’s not likely a consensus
will be arrived at by April.

When the mayor and citizen
John Rymer questioned financial
transparency at the Chamber, Di-
rector of the Chamber Johanna
Fein took offense saying though
all have been invited, only Com-
missioner Jeff Weller has met
with her over the issue.

“I can’t say how this was
done before, but since 1 have
been there since July, everything
is there. We want to work with
you. We aren’t trying to hide
anything and I am available any-
time,” she said.

To see how Chamber/Visit
Highlands allocates funds, go to
https:/ /www.highlandschamber.
org/chamber/highlands-tout-
ism-development-commission/.

was first-responders to a resi-
dence on Mirror Lake Road.

* At 12:28 p.m., the dept. was
first-responders to a residence
on Mountain Laurel Drive.

* At 4:51 p.m,, the dept. re-
sponded to a “cooking fire” at a
residence on US 64 west (Frank-
lin Road).

Dec. I3

* At 10:34 a.m., the dept. in-
vestigated the cause of smoke at
a location on N. 4th Street.

*At 7:08 p.m., the dept. was
called about smoke in a resi-
dence on Shelby Drive.

Dec. 14

*At 5:26 a.m., the dept. pro-
vided mutual aid to the Satolah
FD on a structure fire.

Dec. 15

*At 10:37 a.m,, the dept.

responded to a fire alarm at a

location on Oak Street.

* At 12:33 p.m,, the dept.
provided public assistance at a
location on Pierson Drive.

* At 3:06 p.m., the dept.
responded to a fire alarm at a
residence on Hemlock Ridge
but it was cancelled en route.

* At 3:08 p.m., the dept.
was first-responders to a resi-
dence on Maple Way.

*At 8:19 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a motor vehicle ac-
cident on US 64 west (Franklin
Road).

NOTE:

As of this report, the High-
lands Fire & Rescue Dept. has
logged 900 calls in 2025. The
total number of calls for 2024
was 869 and that included 95
calls due to Hurricane Helene.

0 e
oo ﬂmwnm?-;

"-/, WORSHIP SCHEDULE ,\-"

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES
DECEMBER 24TH

5:00 PM
Family-Oriented Candlelight Service

7:00 PM
Christmas Eve Eucharist (ayprox. 30min)

9:00 PM
Lessons and Carols (aprox. 30min)

11:45 PM
Midnight Eucharist (aprox. 5-20 min)

ALL HELD IN CHURCH SANCTUARY

Fighlands (nited Methodist Church
315 Main Street, Highlands NC
(828) 526-3376

903128
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HIGHLANDS CHURCH

9a Sunday mornings

LIVE STREAM: Andy Stanley
L)

Following Jesus makes your life better,
And makes you better at life!

For details, text Bee at 404-307-1415

the hemlocks
on 25 acres at the basg
of Whiteside
Mountain.

F]
. Ryan M. Bears
Branch Leader

Cell: 803-271-5426
Off ce: 828-526-8784
ryan.bears@allentate.com

Accepting New Clients
in Highlands and Franklin

LISATHOMPSON
DOG SITTING

« daily drop-in visits

« overnight & extended
stays

« dog walking
828.424.4637

CHRISTIE’S | HIGHLANDS

IMTERMATIONAL REAL ESTATE CASHIERS

Colleen Kerrigan, Broker
615-400-5498

colleen.kerrigan.wnc@gmail.com

Authenticity, Honesty, Integrity

Highlands Office 210 N. Fifth Street

> 828-526-9325 «

Generators aren’t just a “thing” we do,
generators are all we do!

Storage Units Available
Secure 24-Hour Access
Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms

Call today to find out why we're
“Highlands Premier Facility”

828-482-1045

Buck Creek Rd - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Road near the hos-

Look for our sign!

e Grading
* Excavating
e Driveways
* Build sites
* Hauling
e Septic Systems

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643
Officel/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com

828-200-9217 Fully Insured

MEenDOZA TREE ExpERT
Quality Tree Care & Removal |8+ years

estimates@mendozatree.com
mendozatreeservices.com

COUNSELING

CENTER
OF HIGHLANDS

Peggy Crosby Center » 348 South Fifth Street

828-482-7417

info@counselingcenter.org + counseling-center.org

We are nonprofit and provide counseling on a sliding scale fee so
everyone can receive the care they need regardiess of ability to pay.

Al Stoneham

Realror-Broker

Luxury Home Specialist
Licensed in NC & GA

Cell: 828-332-9767
al.stoneham@allentate.com

We are home'’

ALLEN TATE REALTORS/PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP
HIGHLANDS/SCAINGUNTAIN/CASHIERS

360 MAIN STREET

ESTATE JEWELERS OF
HIGH luﬁl'l I:IS

ﬁhiiqﬁhuni Only!
Call: 828-526-1960
Text: 770-855-0825 S
!llall -lnihlgillanlls@gmall.mm P

Kiln dried
FIREWOOD

Delivery or pickup

2460 Cashiers Road « Highlands 828-526-2395
highlandslawnandgarden.com
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FOR SALE

11.62 ACRES, 7 MILES SOUTH OF
HIGHLANDS. $287,301. Owner financing. 200
mature blueberry plants. 3 springs. Email rickhav-
ron@gmail.com. (st. 8/14)

2005 PANOZ GTLM. CONVERTIBLE.
= 67k miles. Factory Flag/Press Car, Road & Track
Article. Flown to 24 Hour@LeMans. $45K. | have
it all. Call Sid at 478-731-8451 or email, siddu-
mas@gmail.com (st. 9/18)

AUTOMOTIVE

. pOR®

“E5Tic

828-787-2360
2851 Cashiers Road, Highlands

We're proud to be a family-owned company with 43 years in the
business, and even prouder to now serve the Highlands commmunity.
~ Bob Saladna, Owner

s winetds
HighlandsgAutombotive)
fs alll abeu

* Same-day service for most maintenance
and routine repairs.
* Top-tier diagnostic & programming tools
— just like the dealer.
* New tire, alighment & balancing
equipment for precision and speed.
* Same experienced technicians.

We service ALL domestic and foreign vehicles.

Also serving customers in:

% Atlanta, GA | Dallas, TX | Houston, TX -:!ﬁ'}
A

Come see the difference.

FOR RENT

LONG TERM RENTAL - Top of Eagle
Ridge. Flat yard. 4 bed/3 1/2 BA. Central HVAC,
water/sewer. Cable TV. 4,000 ft. elevation. Parking
for 3 vehicles. Call 828-743-2655. (st. 10/9)

HIGHLANDS 1-2 SPACES - | large or
2 smaller spaces for rent in popular Mill Creek
Shopping Center next door to Blue Bike Cafe.
Each space is 800 sq/ft at $2,333/mo OR both
spaces at 1,600 sq/ft for $4400/mo. Inquires to
Debi: bock7 @me.com or 404-323-9444. (st. 7/10)

4 BD/3BA FOR RENT HIGHLANDS -
Updated farm home, located between Highlands
& Cashiers off Hwy 64. $3,200/month, includes all
utilities with high speed wifi. Call Marcy 828-482-
4239 (st. 7/10)

2BD/2BATH SINGLE WIDE $1,100 per
month internet included. First last security. Mark
828-200-0765. (st. 5/29)

SERVICES
CARE. Resume upon request. Mori Smith.228383-
4448.(st. 12/4)

— Mori
Smith.228-383-4448.Resume upon request.Serving =
Highlands and Franklin. (st. 12/4)

ZCALL
For Help
Anishere tohelp nformaton
NOW HIRING
OLD for Key Sales
EDWARDS Office Roles

HOSPITALITY GROUP

¢ EXPERIENCED HOTEL/RESORT Sales Manager

¢ EXPERIENCED HOTEL/RESORT Catering & Events
Manager

¢ Sales Office Manager

e Sales Associate
Apply at www.oldedwardshospitality.com/careers

Email careers@oldedwardsinn.com
Phone: 828-787-2631

CREATURE COMFORTS - In House Pet
or People sitting. Call Peg Ellis. Retired RN. Refer-

ences available. 828-200-1028. (st. | 1/20)

BPLATEAU PAINTERS - Interior and exte-
rior painting, pressure washing, decks, and sanding
and staining wood floors. Division of Chatlos Con-
struction. Fully insured. Free estimates. Call Mike at
828-200-4071. (6/26)

JUNK REMOVAL SERVICE — We take
anything. Call 828-200-0492 (7/31)

HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS HANDYMAN
— Chatlos Construction — Remodels, Additions,
Framing, Siding, Roofing, Decks, Painting. References.
Insured. 828-200-4071. (4/30)

NEED FURNITURE MOVED OR ANY-
THING HAULED AWAY? Call or text James
of Going Gone at 828-421-2655. (7/31)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/KEVIN
VINSON: scanning photos, slides & negatives to
CD or DVD for easier viewing.Video transfer to
DVD. Everything done in house. Leave message at
828-526-5208.

______1

(Gaclizieid Glacsmg,

Fine Dry Cleaning Since 1960
I Next to Slabtown Pizza in Cashiers
828-743-9100

ATTENTION:

Dry Cleaning Customers!
Bring this ad for a
20%o discount
on your first order

I
l l
l l
l I
I AND l
l I
I l
l l

All subsequent orders.

We look forward to serving you!

Next to
Slabtown
Pizza
in Cashiers

L______J
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e HicHLANDS AREA EVENTS @

POOL SCHEDULE

e Lap Swim: Mon.-Fri.
6am-9:45am, and Saturday
10am-11pm - 6 lanes. Water
Aerobics: 18 y+ Mon.-Fri.
10-11am with Karen Cham-
bers. Adult Swim: 18y+ Mon.-
Thuts. 11am-3:30pm, Friday
11am-1:30pm. Public Swim:
Mon. thru Thurs.. 3:30-7pm,
Saturday 11am-6pm and Sun-
day 1-6pm

PICKLE BALL

* At the Recreation Dept.
every Monday - Friday 10am-
1pm indoors for the winter
(notice the days and time has
changed),
MOUNTAIN FINDINGS

Winter Hours: Friday &
Saturday Dec. 19-20

‘Tis the

* Open: 10 am - 1 pm.
Spruce Street. www.mountain-
findings.org

ICE SKATING IN PARK

* Thurs., 3:30-8p; Fri.
3:30-10p; Sat. 1-10p, Sun. 1-5p
Hours will be extending during
Thanksgiving and Christmas
vacations. $8 with or without
skates.

ALL WEEK

* Scaly Mountain/High-
lands/ Cashiers Alcoholics
Anonymous “Open Meetings”
are for anyone who thinks they
may have a drinking problem
or for anyone interested in the
A.A. recovery program. Open
meetings are held at Scaly
Mountain @ Grace Chapel,
9915 Dillard Rd., Scaly Moun-

Season!

FIREWOOD COMPANY
828.200.3050

tain each Tues at 5:30 pm and
Highlands @ the 1st Presbyte-
rian Church, 471 Main St., on
Monday at 5:30 pm. and on
Wednesday & Fridays @ 12:00
noon. Open in-person meet-
ings are also held in Cashiers
@ the Albert Carlton Cashiers
Community Library, 249 Frank
Allen Rd. on Sunday at 5pm,
on Tuesday @ 7 pm, on Fri-
day at 5 pm and on Saturday at
9 am. For more information
please visit our website www.
aawnc80.org or to speak with a
member of A.A. 24/7 call our
HELP Line 828 349-4357

Mon.Thurs.

e At First Presbyterian
Church, ArtSpace is open from
9 am. to 430 p.m. The next
exhibit will start in mid-August.
For information contact fpch-
kelley@gmail.com

Mon-Wed-Fri

* Aerobics with Tina Rog-
ers 8-9am at the Rec Park.

e Balance, Stretch &
Strengthen Class at the Rec
Park 8:30-9:30am. The cost for
the class is $30 a month and is
led by Vivian Brewer. Call the
Recreation Department at 828-
526-3556 for more informa-
tion.

Mon., Tues., Thurs.

* The Food Pantry be-
hind the Methodist Church on
Spring Street is open from 10a-
6p.

* Exercise Class with Mi-
chelle Lane at the Rec Park at
5:30. A combo class with dif-
ferent types of exercise. 828-
526-3556

Second Mondays

* The local chapter of
PEO, an off-campus soror-
ity founded in the 1800s that
provides grants and loans to
women with financial need
who want to return to school or
further their education meets at
10 a.m. For more info call pres-

ident Paula McDonald at 706-
372-3004

Tuesdays

* Strength Training at the
Rec Park 8:15-9:15 am.

* At Wayfarers Chapel,
Workshop for Writers — from
5-6:30 PM

* ESL classes at The Litera-
cy & Learning Center, 6-7 p.m.
675 S 4th St. Highlands.

2nd Tuesdays

* Highlands Writers Group
meets on alternate Tuesday af-
ternoons at 3pm. Writers still
uncomfortable with in-person
gatherings may participate via
Zoom meetings For more info
contact Bud Katz at either 828-
526-3190 or at budandlynn@
me.com

2nd Wednesdays

* Hudson Library, in part-
nership with VAYA Health, is
hosting an educational series
on adult mental health topics,
at 11 AM.. To register, stop by
the library or cll 828-526-3031.

Wednesdays

* Digital Navigators will be
at the Hudson Library from 1-3
PM, digital navigators will host
a Tech Time drop-in time at
Hudson Library with the goal
to assist attendees with basic
smartphone, laptop, iPad and
tablet skills. Tech Time ses-
sions offer one-on-one help
on any personal digital device.
Tech Time is a chance for resi-
dents of all ages to bring their
devices and ask any questions.
Learn how to set up an email
account, mute your cell phone,
back up and store files. Those
are just a few of the skills we
teach patrons. For more infor-
mation, call the Library at 828-
526-3031.This program is free
and open to the public.

Thursdays

* Kickboxing 8:15-9:15a. at
the Rec Park. No martial arts
background necessary Contact

the Recreation Department at
828-526-3556 for more info.

* At TFirst Presbyterian
Church a free concert “Mu-
sic for Prayer” at noon. These
casual concerts are almost en-
tirely improvised and last 30-
45 minutes. This offering is
called Music For Prayer.

* At Hudson Library, spe-
cial children’s events will be on
tap on Thursday afternoons at
3:30 Kids Zone programs.

3rd Friday thru April

* Senior lunches at the
Rec Park in the meeting room
at noon.

Fridays

* At Hudson Library, Fri-
day afternoons at 2 PM, there’s
a variety of children’s pro-
grams including board games,
STEM programs, and crafts.

3rd Saturdays

* Dec. 20th meeting is
cancelled. Meeting will resume
in January. The American Le-
gion Post 370 meets at the
First Methodist Church at 315
Main St. in their community
room/909 chapel. Breakfast ia
at 9a; meeting is at 10a. Email
ncpost370@gmail.com ot just
join us at 9am.

Sundays

* At Wayfarers Chapel,
Sunday Service: 10a Sunday
Mornings. Stick around for
visitation and coffee hour im-
mediately after service. (Cof-
fee hour is replaced by potluck
dinner the 1st Sunday of each
month).

Thru Dec. 27

* At The Bascom, Holiday
Market. Handcrafted gifts and
holiday-themed workshops.

Dec. 5-21

* At PAC, Mountain The-
atre Company presents “Home
for the Holidays.” For tickets
go to boxoffice@mountain-
theatre.com. 828.526.2695
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Crystal & Gem Gallery M;’I';Zi‘zi” Mountain
& Retreat
' T}gjﬂ,‘zd Near Downtown
Tavern Highlands
highlandermountainhouse.com 5823735 btns s VNS ories Y AR

Dedicated to finding the home you ve
always wanted.

Cell: 404-427-2448
darlene.conley@allentate.com
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-to;gtry Club Properties

Your local hometown

Weichert

REALTORS

Modestly offered at $1,259,000
¥ T i

Cristina Vives ﬂ
BROKER
561-427-8829

42 Hemlock Ridge

. Highlands Properties — 4BR 4 BTH
Real Estate professionals. . P BROKER
3 Offices 828-526-2520 450N ggé_sst-z?_'gg'zazndsv NC 2 fireplaces
www.CCPHighlandsNC.com highlandsproperties.com 2 screened-in
- porches
. / Gated community
G:l“eam Rl('kSte\'c;’ / / Sold furnished
The Power of 3

Trusted advisors
providing impeccable
personalized service

CHESTNUT ST

Hghlands-Cashiers
Rayars&

LAUREL ST.

Visitor
Center

~ Historical
Darlene Conley Vilage
Mountain Luzury
Your Dream. Your Journey. YOURE
HOME!

ok Vidyy

Offered for
$2,100,000

—

m
R
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Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742
AndreaGabbard@
gmail.com
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N sy

ALLEN TATE REALTORS/
PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP
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Highlands

Sotheby’s

Hardware

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

Luxury Listings

Vot L

John Sheehan
(404) 790-9716

HIGHLANDS
CASHIERS

Highlands | Sotheby’s

114 N. 4th Street * Highlands, NC

Local Expertise, Global Connections.

Licensed in NC and GA
office: 828.526.8300 © cell: 828.337.0706
sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com * highlandssir.com

CHRISTIE’S

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE

Highlands Office | 210 N. 5th Street
Ll

Cell: 828-787-1895
pamela.nellis@yahoo.com

Sheryl Wilson




HOWARD
HANNA

ALLEN TATE REAL ESTATE

MORE THAN 33 YEARS OF
EXEMPLARY SERVICE ON THE PLATEAU

Our clients rate us 5 out of 5 A A A4+ (5=

VOTED AMERICA’S BEST ssicss

ERICAS BEST

i

1957

LANDMARK

REAL ESTATE SALES & VACATION RENTALS

@ .

HIGHLANDS OFFICE | :

Cell: 828-736-1198
Office: 828-526-4663
ann@landmarkrg.com

AMN COOPER
BREOKER-

IN-CHARGE

JULIE OSBORN

& PAT ALLE N ] i ) BERKSHIRE | MEADOWS MOUNTAIN
Jody Lovell HATHAWAY | REALTY
828.200.6165 | 828.200.9179 - If t
julie.osborn@allentate.com youwantan
pat.allen@allentate.com award-wmnlng real
f e # n c | estate experience,
or over a decade—and for good reason!
HOWARD 2 D LUXURY b | Whether you're buying or selling, she choose an
o) o COMPANIES = brings unparalleled market expertise,
HANI}I? ’ Pa‘/l ‘ L INTERNATIONAL W 2 THE WORLD® 'ﬁ top-tier negotiation skills and a award WInnlng
commitment to delivering exceptional
. results. Your dream home or top-dollar agent /
|~ sale is just one call away-you deserve
~ the best! With over $1 Billion in sales.
ff— you can be the next beneficiary of this
- - .| track record.
e __ Call her personally at 828.226.6303.
#1 Broker
IN NORTH CAROLINA
1 $1 Billion +
TOTAL CAREER SALES VOLUME

#

| ‘ BUILDERS

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240

| Top 100

« SOTHEBY'S INTERNATIONAL REALTY AGENT
§ WORLDWIDE

MITZI RAUERS

Broker / Luxury Collection
Specialist

(404) 218-9123

P Ry IS mitzi@bhhsmmr.com
Highlands = Sotheby’s

- RN *Based on 2023 sales data. Out of a global network
of 65,000+ BHHS agents

Mountain Living...
begins with a
conversation

and a cup of coffee.

CHRISTIE’S

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE
—— HIGHLANDS CASHIERS ——

BEE GLEESON
Broker | Realtor® | 404.307.1415
BeeGlee4@Gmail.com

PAT GLEESON
Broker | Realtor® | 828.782.0472
PatrickGleeson4@Gmail.com

JESSICA HABERKERN
Broker | Realtor | 254.718.7494
JessHaberkern@Gmail.com

HighlandsCashiersCIRE.com | 210 North Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741

...on the Verandah T
(}@ Restaurant i
~/ on Lake Sequoyah f
828-526-2338
42 Years of Fine Dining
Open

7 nights ia— .i] ,
5:30_9p www.ontheverandah.com

MCCULLEY’S
CASHMERE

Scotland’s Best Knitwear

Open 7 days a week

526-4407
242 S. 4th St.




