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‘Speak now or forever hold your peace’
Come to the Thurs., Aug. 21 Worksession at 6 p.m. and tell commissioners what to 

do with and how to finance the saving of the Highlands Playhouse

Photo by Jim Lewicki

By Kim Lewicki
Saturday evening, at the 

starting pistol shot at 6 p.m., the 

heavens opened up and proceed-
ed to soak runners and spectators 
long after the race ended around 

7 p.m.
KH Founders Park was the 

Running in the rain for a cause
Highlands’ own Timothy McDowell won the K5 race for the second year in a row crossing the finish line in the 
pouring rain at 17:14.

By Kim Lewicki
The Town Board put out the 

call for input from the community 
regarding the future of  Highlands 

Playhouse last month and tonight 
is the night to air ideas.

Mayor Pat Taylor said ideas 
that come forth will be consid-

ered during a subsequent Town 
Board meeting and at that point 
the board will decide whether to 

By Kim Lewicki
The Burnt Part Boys, Moun-

tain Theatre Company’s produc-
tion now on stage at the Perform-
ing Arts Center, isn’t a rip-roaring 
musical. Instead, it’s a subtle, mu-
sical story that paints a poignant 
picture of  a slice of  Appalachia 
life that exists under the radar in 
America.

Minimal but cleverly engi-
neered scenery engages the audi-
ence as they experience the jour-
ney of  four high school aged boys 
and one girl as they head to the 
burnt part of  the mountain and 
the mine that changed their lives 
forever.

The Burnt Part Boys illus-
trates the generational occupation 

A Review

The ‘Burnt 
Part Boys’ 
– and girl –
story is one 

to see

By Kim Lewicki
Back in the spring, the Ma-

con County Board of  Education 
began working on the budget for 
the 2025-2026 school year with 
three budget scenarios in mind –
maintain, top priority, and expan-
sion.

The budget presented to 
maintain services for ’25-’26 was 
$12,377,245.68; the budget to 
maintain, and fund top priorities 
came in at $13,274,232.96; and 
the budget to maintain, fund top 
priorities, and to fund expansion 

Funding 
shortfall 
stymies 
BofEd 

plans for 
‘25-’26 

No free lunch for HS or 
FHS, no extras of any 

kind for ‘25-’26
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•Mayor on Duty•

Highlands Mayor
Patrick Taylor

For Real-time Weather and the Extended Forecast, 
go to www.highlandsinfo.com and click on Weather

New & Re-Roofing Applications Including:
Asphalt • Cedar • Metal • Synthetic Materials

Showroom: 1511 Highlands Rd • Franklin • O: 828-524-7773 
info@highlandernc.com • www.highlandernc.com

•Weather•

•MileStone• 

Highlands Newspaper
www.highlandsinfo.com 
Phone: (828) 200-1371 

Email: 
HighlandsEditor@aol.com 

Publisher/Editor: Kim Lewicki 
Reporters: Kristin Fox

Digital Media/Circulation - Jim Lewicki 
Locally owned and operated by 

Kim & Jim Lewicki 
Adobe PDF version at 

www.HighlandsInfo.com
265 Oak St. PO Box 2703

Highlands, N,C 28741 
Al l  R ights  Reser ved. No ar t ic les ,  
photos, illustrations, advertisements or  

design elements may be used without 
permission from the publisher. 

Letter Policy:
There is a 500-word limit. We reserve the 
right to reject or edit letters-to-the-editor. 
No anonymous letters will be accepted, 
Views expressed are not necessarily those 

of Highlands Newspaper.
Obituary Policy

Obituaries are $8 per column inch. 
$10 per photo.

Payable prior to publication.
• See MAYOR page  18

In the evening 
of Friday, Aug. 
15, Lamar Nix 
and Pat Barnes 
tied the knot 
at the Clayton 
Baptist Church 
in Clayton, GA.
Daughter 
Caprita Barnes 
made the cake.
The couple 
honeymooned 
in Panama City 
Beach, FL

Wedding Bells

This week will have been re-
plete with meetings. The 
pace of  community meet-

ings and gatherings will pick up 
even more as we head toward fall.

On Wednesday, the Mirror 
Lake Improvement Association 
had a meeting concerning the Mir-
ror Lake Dredging Project. It was 
held at the Highlands Community 
Building. A panel discussion of  
stakeholders took place, followed 
by a Q&A session. Representatives 
for the association, River Sand, the 
town, and McGill Engineering were a part of  
the discussion.

On Thursday night, the Highlands Town 
Board of  Commissioners will meet, starting 
with a workshop session at 6 pm, followed by 
the monthly business meeting. Both meetings 
will be at the Highlands Community Building 
next to the ball field.

First on the agenda for the workshop will 
be the Playhouse building. Folks who have 
any ideas about saving the building, or how 
it could be used, or how the property could 
be repurposed, can share their thoughts with 

the board members. The format 
will be a discussion and listening 
session. No final decision will be 
made at the workshop session, and 
the playhouse will not be on the 
agenda at 7 pm business meeting. 

If  there is time left during the 
workshop, I will present my con-
cerns about communication lines 
that fall in storms and other events 
and remain down on public rights-
of-way for extended periods after 
the storms. 

Some communication lines 
have remained down in the right-of-way on 
Hicks Road just outside of  Highlands for the 
11 months after Hurricane Helene. I believe 
these lines should have been reattached to the 
utility poles from whence they fell in a timely 
manner. I do not want such a situation to hap-
pen within the town limits.

At the business meeting, the board will 
review several items. First, I will lead a dis-
cussion and review of  how the board should 
respond to a resignation of  a board member. 
This discussion will have no impact on the cur-
rent vacancy, where there was a period exceed-
ing 90 days that allowed the remaining term to 
be decided by voters on the November ballot. 
But, if  there is a vacancy in the future where 
there is a year or a year and a half  before the 
next municipal election, how does the board 
fill that empty seat? Several options and items 
may need to be considered.

The alcohol policy for the 4th of  July 
fireworks event will also be on the agenda. At 
the last meeting, the board had a spirited dis-
cussion on whether to change the policy and 
allow alcohol in the park on the fourth. After 
reflection and further discussion with staff  
and the police, I believe we should allow alco-
hol on the fourth just like we do during con-
certs in the park on summer Saturday nights.

In a related matter, Mountain Top Rotary 
will be asking the board to extend the period 
during which they can sell wine and beer dur-
ing the art show that they sponsor in the park. 
The club wants to add one hour to the period 
on Saturday afternoon.

The board will also review the audit of  
the Highlands Chamber of  Commerce and 
Visit Highlands at this meeting. There have 
been questions among board members and 
residents about how TDA funds are allocated 
and spent, especially in recent years. The audit 
should shed new light and provide additional 

The gist of upcoming meetings
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•Investing at 4,118 Ft• 

Bryson’s Food StoreBryson’s Food Store
Proudly Serving Highlands, North Carolina since 1977

The best meals start here!The best meals start here!

103 Highlands Plaza, Highlands, NC • (828) 526-3775

 Open daily 
7:30a to 7:30p

Wine Tasting every 
Thursday 2 to 5p!

 Deborah “Bee” Gleeson 
404.307.1415 

BeeGlee4@Gmail.com 
and

Pat Gleeson
828.782.0472 

PatrickGleeson4@Gmail.com

We’re not #1 in 
Highlands real 

estate sales, but 
our customers are 
#1 in our hearts 

and minds.

•CHHS News• 

Photo by Marti Boone

George was found wandering as a stray 
on the trail to the Yellow Mountain fire 
tower. George is four years old and he 
is full of affection and energy and he 
absolutely loves going on car rides. If 
you’re looking for a lifetime adventure 
buddy, then by George, we have just the 
canine companion for you. For more in-
formation, visit chhumanesociety.org or 
call (828)743-5752.

Free SIP & SIGN Book Signing with local poet RICHARD BETZ at 
Highlands Wine Shoppe 

Friday, Aug. 22 from 5-7pm
Featuring his latest book of poetry 

“Continental Divide” 
*Optional $49 includes wine + charcuterie + signed book

269 Oak Street - Across from Reeves Hardware

“A believer in the holiness of nature”

Why college football and real estate go together!
“Life is a lot like College 

Football, you have to tackle 
your problems, block your 
fears, and score points when 
you get the opportunity.” 

–Lewis Grizzard)

Oh yes, there’s a 
relationship be-
tween owning 

real estate in Highlands, 
the Fall, and the sport of  
College Football. It’s ev-
erywhere, it’s sensory, and 
it’s important to both Buy-
ers and Sellers. And to be perfectly candid, 
it breaks through the monotony of  talking 
about who’s a King and who’s not. We’re 
talking about who’s going to end up as the 
King of  College Football come January 
19th (can you believe I just mentioned Janu-
ary…brr!)

Take a look at the melting pot of  li-
cense plates the next time you’re downtown. 

Yesterday I saw a Florida license plate 
with an Auburn logo on it and the front 
vanity plate said “Mixed Marriage” along 
with “Roll Tide and War Eagle.” Hopefully 
they’re still married! 

Why in the world does Auburn have 
three different mascot names; War Eagle, 
the Plainsmen, and Tigers? Not to be con-
fused with the Clemson Tigers, LSU Tigers, 
or Missouri Tigers. As you walk around 
Highlands in the Fall, you hear the battle 
cries and it’s downright scary: “How ‘bout 
them Dogs;” “Woo Pig Sooie;” “Hotty 
Toddy;” and even “The Beavers are back, 
baby!” I guess there’s a few Oregon State 
fans here as well, and I did see a beaver on 
Mirror Lake last week.

Here’s my question. If  you can’t attend 
the game in-person, is there a better place to 
watch College Football than in the moun-
tains of  the Highlands-Cashiers Plateau? I 
doubt it! 

In the purchase or sale of  real estate 
here it’s important to be mindful of  the Fall 
and College football. Do you have a deck 
or patio that holds at least a dozen football 
fans? Is there a big screen TV on that deck? 
Do you have at least one wood-burning 
fireplace either on the deck, near the kitch-
en, or both? Can you easily fire up the We-
ber or Big Green Egg? Is the bar stocked 
with good bourbon, cold Original Coors 
(my favorite), Topo Chico (Bee’s favorite), 
and Bloody Mary mix? 

You see, being here is a lifestyle deci-
sion more so than it is a housing decision. If  
you buy into this lifestyle, we can you help 

buy into a property. Come 
and witness the beauty, 
the four seasons, but es-
pecially Fall which is my 
favorite time of  the year. 
Fall and College Football 
complement the hiking, 
golf, fly fishing, tennis, 
pickleball, croquet, canoe-
ing, kayaking, birding, eat-
ing, drinking, shopping, 
or simply sitting on the 
deck on a cool morning 
with a Golden Retriever 

and a hot cup of  coffee. 
So next weekend, I’ll suggest you head 

for Highlands or Cashiers wearing your 
finest sweater with your college logo on 
the breast, go for a hike, play a round of  
golf, kick off  your Fall, and watch a little 
college football. That’s the way we roll in 
Highlands! I’ll leave you with one more 
battle cry … GO GOPHERS! Nothing 
strikes fear into the opposing team like a 
smiling Golden Gopher (and now you 
know who my team is!)

• Pat and Bee Gleeson along with Jessica 
Haberkern are proud to be with a team of  “Help-
ers” and Real Estate Brokers at Christie’s Inter-
national Real Estate Highlands-Cashiers. You 
can reach us at 828.782.0472. Please stop by 
for coffee and conversation (210 N. 5th Street in 
Downtown Highlands).

GOLDY
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...SHORTFALL continued from page 1

1302 Highlands Mountain Club • a 55+ community 1.8 miles from Main St. Highlands 

 Open House – Sat. & Sun. Aug. 23 & 24, noon to 3p
3BR/2BA, upstairs unit, move-in ready.

Stunning year-round views, extended deck 
and totally updated.

Call/Text/E-mail for a Private Showing 
and/or stop by the Open Houses.

470-316-4420/ laurahcook60@gmail.com

HIGHLANDS 
EXPERTISE
ELEVATED 
EXPERIENCE








	Highlands resident 
for 17 years
Representing buyers and 
sellers across the Plateau
	Seamless service from  
Atlanta to the mountains
		Backed by 78+ years  of 
Dorsey Alston trust

LET’S TALK 
Brian Seifried,REALTOR® 
770.309.1143

404.352.2010 

Offered at $730,000

came in at $15,703,163.80.
Unfortunately, best laid plans fell 

short. 
For the 2025-2026 school year, the 

Macon County Commission, that holds the 
purse strings, only allocated $10,595,792 
which is only slightly more than the 
2024-2025 maintain budget, which was 
$10,177,265.51.  

That means funds allocated for 
the ‘25-’26 school year fall short of  the 
$12,377,245.68 ‘25-’26 “maintain” request 
by $1,781,453.68.

Superintendent Josh Lynch said the 
school board had hoped to do more than 
just maintain current operations, but it is 
grateful for whatever support it gets from 
the county, and the system is committed to 
protecting the essentials for students and 
families even as costs rise and resources are 
stretched. 

“Our goal was to provide additional 
support for students and classrooms, serve 
and support instructional staff, and work 
toward offering two free meals each day for 
every child in our schools,” he said. “Un-
fortunately, because the county funding did 
not fully meet the request we presented, we 
are limited to covering only our core needs 
such as keeping class sizes and student/
teacher ratio within the state’s K–3 require-
ments, maintaining reasonable student to 
teacher ratios, and sustaining existing class-
room supports.”

Lynch said what parents should not 
expect this year are major expansions of  
services beyond what is already in place. 

“We are covering the shortfall of  
$1,781,453.68 with our fund balance to 
keep current operational services go-
ing. Because of  this, universal free lunch 
for students at Franklin High School and 

Highlands School, additional instructional 
or student support staff  beyond current 
levels, and new program growth are not 
feasible with the monies received,” he said.

Students at all schools in the system 
will continue to get free breakfast through 
the state and federally supported program. 
All but Highlands and Franklin High 
School will continue to get free lunch.

“The other schools in the system qual-
ified for free lunch based on the economic 
data of  their student population,” said 
board member Hilary Wilkes. “Funding for 
meals is not county money.”

For months there has been talk of  
the county allocating and “extra” $200,000 
or so with the idea that the school board 
would use it to give free lunch to all, but 
in the end that “extra” money had to be 
used to fill in gaps left from the county’s 
underfunding.

“The $250,000 allocation from the 
commissioners was included in the coun-
ty’s overall appropriation to help us with 
our operational budget. That money went 
directly toward offsetting the gap between 
what it costs to maintain our current level 
of  services and what we were allocated,” 
said Lynch. “Unfortunately, it was not ear-
marked specifically for school meals.”

Lynch said families can trust that the 
basics will be preserved, but they should 
not anticipate added benefits or expanded 
services without additional funding sup-
port.

However, in Highlands the Pre-K 
classrooms and Highlands School Project 
are still a go.

 “The two new Pre-K classrooms are 
part of  the Highlands School project, and 
because they are already included in the 
project’s scope, they will not be affected by 

the county appropriation. Families can ex-
pect those classrooms to move forward as 
planned with sometime in 2026 the goal. 

However, the school’s soccer field is an-
other story.

“While studies have been conducted, a 
design proposal is still necessary before the 
project can begin. Developing that proposal 
and moving forward with construction will 
require additional funding. At this time, 
those funds have not yet been identified, 

so the soccer field project cannot move 
forward until resources are secured,” said 
Lynch.

Lynch said the school system is com-
mitted to protecting the essentials – keep-
ing schools staffed, classrooms function-
ing, student learning supported at the level 
families have come to expect, and ensuring 
a safe, orderly, and secure learning environ-
ment.
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•Highlands Dining•

Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p • Sun. 11a to 7p 
Closed Tuesdays

828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
at Highlander Mountain House 

Open for 
LUNCH

Wednesday-Saturday
11:30-3p

Open for
SUNDAY BRUNCH

with Blue Grass music
10a-3p

Open for 
DINNER

Wednesday-Saturday
5:30-9p

highlandermountainhouse.com
290 Main Street • Highlands • 828-526-2590

Now serving wine, 
beer & coffee! 

Open to the public!

Coffee Bar 8a to 4p daily
Wine/Beer Bar:
Thurs-Sat 5-10p

Monday - Thursday, 11 am - 3 pm
Friday - Saturday, 11 am - 8 pm

226 South 4th Street • Highlands, NC 
Highlandsburrito.com

NEW DINNER HOURS!

208 N. 5th St. • Village Square • Next to Pine St. Park

Sandwich shop and 
gourmet food market

Open Year-Round
Mon.-Fri.. 11:30a to 4p 

Sat., noon-7

The Secret Garden

Call (828) 305-7509 to place a pick-up order.
Catering and Custom Charcuterie

Courtyard and Indoor Seating!Courtyard and Indoor Seating!

531 Smallwood Ave | 828-526-9419 | Highlands

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round
Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Lunch: 11a-3:30p 
Dinner: 

5:30p - closed

Open 7 Days 
for Lunch & Dinner

828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com
US 64w • Highlands

42 Years of Fine Dining
OPEN
7 nights
5:30-9p

Open: Tues.-Fri – 9a-5:30p; Sat. – 9a-5p: Closed Sun. & Mon.
493 Dillard Rd. • Highlands • (828) 526-2762
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MEXICAN RESTAURANT
& TEQUILA BAR

HIGHLANDS
NORTH CAROLINA

72 Highlands Plaza • Highlands • 828-482-2974

OPEN: Monday-Saturday 11a to 9p

•Dining•

Japanese • Asian • Thai

Open: Mon. to Sun. (Closed Wed.)
Lunch 11:30a to 3p • Dinner 4:30p-9:30p

828-787-1680 • 828-787-1900
151 Helens Barn Ave. • Highlands

29
Ice Cream 
Flavors!

19
Popsicle 
Flavors!

Summit Sweet Ice Cream Shop 
In Wright Square • 173 Main Street 

Open 7 days a week •11a to 8p.

•Biz/Org News•

• See LETTERS page 17

•Letters•

Fight truth decay
Dear Editor 

There was a time in America when parents and teachers 
(homes and schools) worked together to raise our children. 
In fact, the fourth of  five “objects” of  the long-forgotten 
National Congress of  Parents and Teachers (NCPT) stated: 
“To bring into closer relation the home and the school, that 
parents and teachers may cooperate intelligently in the train-
ing of  the child.”

In that era, entire villages played an essential part in 
child-rearing. As expressed in the first object of  the NCPT: 
“To promote the welfare of  children and youth in homes, 
schools, churches, and communities.”

We were universally anchored by the shared conviction 

Dear Editor,
I am writing to express my disagreement with some of  

the comments made by Pastor Mark Ford in his “We Have 
a King” column August 14, and to explain to him and his 
followers what the “No Kings” movement is truly about. It 
is simply a movement to oppose many of  Trump’s actions 
that exceed the powers granted to him by our Constitu-
tion. Examples include blocking the use of  expenditures 
already approved by Congress, imposing tariffs (essentially 
new taxes), and illegally rounding up people off  the streets 
without due process. I could go on. Whether one agrees or 
does not agree with these actions, the point is that they are 
not within his power.

Those of  us who support the “No Kings” point of  
view recognize that he was “duly elected,” as the Pastor 
says. We accept the result of  the 2024 election, something 
that Trump himself  never did with regard to the 2020 elec-
tion. We also recognize that we have a “sitting Congress 
duly elected by the people,” another assertion by the Pas-
tor. Never mind the extreme gerrymandering that allowed 
for the election of  this so-called “duly elected” Congress, 
and never mind that Trump is working furiously to make 
gerrymandering ever more extreme. His actions to encour-
age Texas (and other states, including perhaps North Caro-
lina) to redistrict in an off  year, simply to ensure his party 
holds on to the House, are at best antidemocratic, and at 
worst illegal. 

Pastor, you also say that you are “really hearing …the 
disenchanted who didn’t get their king or queen.” That is 
not at all the case. You are hearing the disenchanted who 
are upset their President is ignoring the Constitution. Of  

course, our government has no monarch. Nor is it the case 
that we are “unhappy with (so-called) perceived restric-
tions of  (our) personal desires and wants.” And this has 
absolutely nothing to do with Jesus Christ. We simply want 
a president who obeys the law and the Constitution and 
upholds the democratic ideals that has made our country 
great for nearly 250 years. 

I don’t expect to convince Pastor Ford of  anything. 
However, there is room for us to disagree without misun-
derstanding or disrespecting those who feel differently. We 
simply want this President (and all Presidents) to follow 
and uphold the Constitution, as their oath requires.

Richard Ellin
Highlands

Here’s to hoping you come to understand what the 
‘No Kings’ rallies are really about and why they are important

Highlands Indivisible and citizens rallied at the corner of  
Main and NC 106 Saturday to protest and protect Americans’ 
right to healthcare especially now and in rural North Carolina 
where hospitals are in danger of  closing due to President Trump’s 
curtailing of  Medicaid and other health-related programs. They 
joined others nationwide at rallies across the country also on Sat-
urday “Fighting the Trump Takeover” regarding all things.

Fighting the Trump Takeover
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Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742 

AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

In the HEART of downtown Highlands
537 + 555 N 5th Street

4.80 acres +2 homes + barn
MLS # R103334 Offered for $5,950,000

$50,000 ESTATE SALE • FRIDAY AND SATURDAY, AUG. 29 AND 30 • 9AM TO 5PM
POLE BARN FULL OF ANTIQUES AND COLLECTIBLES OVER 50 YEARS OLD. 

Old, new, and black powder guns, Civil war items and much, much more. Friday and Saturday, Aug. 29 and 30. • 9am to 5 pm. 
505 Shirley Pressley Road. Glenville, N C. • Check or Cash. Lots of parking.

August 22  - 30  2025nd th

SHOWHOUSE TOURS
COMMUNITY EVENTS

THE SHOWHOUSE SHOPS
ART AUCTION

FEATURING:

Visit CashiersHistory.org for tickets and to learn more.

Tickets are $50 in advance and $60 at the door. 

•Biz/Org News•

Josephine ’s Gift Shop Josephine ’s Gift Shop 
Apparel ~ Gifts ~ Home ~ Decor

at the Asia House • 151 Helens Barn Ave.

Open Mon.-Sun. at noon. Closed Wed. • 718-664-3571

Allen Tate Realtors rebrands as 
Howard Hanna Allen Tate Real Estate
The brand evolution will align Allen 

Tate, the #1 real estate brand in the Car-
olinas, with its parent company, Howard 
Hanna Real Estate Services, the #1 inde-
pendent, family-owned real estate company 
in the country. The Hanna Family of  Com-
panies includes more than 15,000 real estate 
agents in 500 offices in 13 states. In 2024, 
Howard Hanna closed 102,907 transaction 
sides totalling more than $37 billion.

In 2018, Allen Tate and Pittsburgh, 
Pa.-based Howard Hanna announced a 
partnership between the companies, both 
family-owned market leaders established in 
1957.

“When we joined forces six years ago, 
we were confident that we were aligning the 
same long-standing values and culture: fam-
ily ownership, local expertise, commitment 
to local communities, and a relentless focus 
on the customer. We will now proudly move 
forward as one unified brand,” said Pat Ri-
ley, chairman, Howard Hanna Allen Tate 
Real Estate.

“This milestone reflects the shared vi-
sion and combined strength of  Allen Tate 
and Howard Hanna, two of  the nation’s 
most respected, family-owned real estate 
companies. We’re honoring the 68-year leg-
acy of  Allen Tate, while bringing Hanna’s 
national resources, inclusive programs and 
innovative tools to deliver an even stronger 
advantage to buyers and sellers in the Caro-
linas,” said Gary Scott, president, Howard 
Hanna Allen Tate Real Estate.

“It’s more than a refreshed look—it’s a 
bold step into the future,” Scott said. “Our 
agents and clients are at the heart of  this 
transaction. Our strong local roots, leader-
ship team and commitment to local com-
munities remain unchanged, but we will 
now be supported by the scale and strength 
of  Howard Hanna.”

Howard Hanna is known for its inno-
vative programs including Buy Before You 
Sell, Find It First, and 100% Money Back 
Guarantee that help clients at every stage 
of  their homeownership journey.

Allen Tate’s long standing tradition of  
giving back to local communities will grow 
stronger with Howard Hanna. As Howard 
Hanna Allen Tate, the company will contin-
ue to support public education in the Caro-
linas through its annual FUNday events in 
the fall.

Additionally, Howard Hanna will ex-
tend its commitment to children’s health 
to the region, with the establishment of  
the Howard Hanna Children’s Free Care 
Fund in the Carolinas, ensuring no family 
is turned away due to the inability to pay. In 
recognition of  the company’s rebranding in 
the Carolinas, Howard Hanna has donated 
$10,000 to Levine Children’s Hospital in 
Charlotte and $10,000 to Duke Children’s 
Hospital & Health Center in Raleigh/Dur-
ham. To date, Howard Hanna contributed 
more than $22 million through this chari-
table organization.
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Andrew Bergman 

Highlands Performing Arts 
Center - 507 Chestnut Street 

of  digging for coal 
– one fraught with 
danger and poverty 
– while also high-
lighting the heart-
warming, iron-clad 
camaraderie that is 
forged while living 
that life.

The death of  
miners 10 years ago 
and the re-opening 
of  the mine where 
their family mem-
bers died is the rea-
son for an escapade to the burnt part of  the 
mountain and its mine. 

Each person who embarks on the 
journey over hill and dale, rocks and rivers, 
does so for their own reason. One to make 
sure no one ever dies in the mine again, 
others to stop what they consider a fool-
hardy quest and still others along for the 
ride due to their everlasting friendships.

Punctuated by tenuous Appalachia 
tunes and heartfelt songs, the audience 
quickly feels the heartwarming connection 
between the characters and the way they 

each are dealing with 
a painful past.

The inclusion 
of  the dead miners 
that haunt the lives 
of  their living chil-
dren literally adds 
another engaging di-
mension to the story, 
which will bring a 
tear to your eye but 
also a smile to your 
face more than once.

As usual, no 
matter the produc-

tion, Artistic Director for Mountain The-
atre Company Scott Daniel has delivered 
a polished, professional production that 
exemplifies the talent of  the cast and crew.

The second act, which brings on stage 
the “girl” in the story, expands the story and 
its dimension and really ties the production 
up into a complete package.

Drama, music, song and scenery. It’s all 
there. Go to www.mountaintheatre.com for 
tickets. The show runs Wednesday-Sunday 
through Aug. 30.
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209 Hospital Drive, Ste. 304
Jane Woodruff Clinic Bldg • Highlands

(828) 550-3344
www.wenzelfacialsurgery.com

Restore your youthful appearance; 
Enhance your facial beauty.

Dr. Wenzel offers state-of-the-art 
cosmetic procedures including  

rhinoplasty, facelifts, eyelid surgery, 	
	 	 fillers and more. 

Before

After

Call today 
for a 

consultation. 
(828) 

550-3344

Check out the 
monthly specials for 

August 

REJUVENATE 
LASER CENTER 

SculpSure 
Laser Body Contouring 

20%Q 

Non-Invasive, Non surgical 
body enhancement 

Tones and sculpts 
' the body 

Eliminates fat 
cells, permanently! 

The 02 Lift Facial 
Bring your skin back to life with 

this luxurious, oxygenating 
treatment that refreshes and 

revitalizes for instantly radiant, 
luminous skin. 

Franklin: 828-349-1280 
Highlands: 828-482-4430 www .re ju vena telasercen ter .com 

Fine J\n1erit·an I landtTafts int·luding 
Pott(�,�y, Je,,velry, run Gifts and 1\101�(�!

Suzy Landa 
Jewelry 

Trunk Show 
August 22-23 

Bingo winners are all smiles

•Biz/Org News•

From left: Rotarians Dave O’Harra and Bob Baxter; Grand Prize winner Suzanne Shaw and her 
daughters of Athens GA; Rotarian and Scaly Mountain Women’s Club member Rachel Wavra; Randy 
Foster, President Rotary Club of Highlands; Michelle Gillet, President of Scaly Mountain Women’s 
Club, and Rotarian Gary Baugher.

There was a full house – so full that 
50 extra chairs were needed at Rotary’s July 
24 Bingo Game to benefit Scaly Mountain’s 
Women’s Club. 

The mission of  the Scaly Mountain 
Women’s Club is to provide scholarships 

and to support locals in and around Scaly 
Mountain. They currently have 18 scholars, 
who are provided with financial assistance 
each semester. For more information or 
to make a contribution, please contact 
scalymountainwomen@gmail.com
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Want Super-Fast Internet 
and Real Local Support?
Hotwire Communication 

has you covered!

••100% all-fiber, internet with fast download and upload speeds  
for homes and businesses.

•• Hotwire Technicians – our own employees not sub-contractors  
who live and work in your community.

• • A local store open Monday-Friday 9AM to 5PM. 
Stop by to learn more or just say Hello!

Hotwire Communications • 670 N 4th Street in Highlands • 833-986-1570

The best Internet your 
hard-earned money can buy.

•Biz/Org News•

Highlands Mountaintop Rotary President Andy Walker, presents a handcrafted pen from the 
Highlands Bolivian Mission to Monday night’s speaker, Tracy Franklin. Tracy spoke to us about 
the therapeutic approaches she uses to help her clients, such as Cognitive Behavioral Therapy 
(CBT) and EMDR Eye Movement Desensitization Reprocessing (EMDR). Her goal is to help 
people identify ways to alter their own thinking in order to improve communication and de-
crease feelings of fear, anxiety, sadness, and loneliness.

Rotary hears about therapeutic practices
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Each Friday and Saturday night from May through 
September, the Highlands Chamber of Commerce/

Visit Highlands, NC hosts live music downtown.

Outdoor Concert Series

Join us for our August concerts!
All shows take place from 6 – 8:30 p.m.

AUGUST 1
Ezra & Katie

AUGUST 8
McClain Family Band

AUGUST 15
Shawn Lane Trio,

Featuring Lane Brothers

AUGUST 22
Spare Parts Bluegrass Band

AUGUST 29
The Foxfire Boys

visithighlandsnc.com

Friday Night Live 
Town Square | 343 Main Street

Saturdays on Pine 
Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park

411-499 Pine Street
Showcasing traditional

mountain music and local talent Featuring a variety of popular, 
regional bands and musicians 

AUGUST 2
High 5

AUGUST 9
HC Oakes Band

AUGUST 30
Southside Station This is a fact of life that reasonable people can agree on. The 

rich increase their wealth at the expense of workers who 
can’t afford health insurance, and struggle to pay rent/the 

mortgage, and put food on the table. 
Historically there is a tipping point, which is where we are heading 
today. We need better leaders and better education to have a soci-
ety where everyone gets a fair shake. 
We need a coordinated master plan which includes all progres-
sive organizations! Bucking the System, available on Amazon under 
Books, addresses income inequality and what we can do about it.

The Rich Get Richer 
and the Poor Get Poorer

•Upcoming Event• 

Social Security, a heartwarming comedy by Andrew Bergman returns for an eight-show 
run August 21 - 24 and 28 - 31 at the Martin Lipscomb Theater in the Highlands Performing 
Arts Center. 

“Social Security is the story of  sophisticated Manhattan art gallery owners, Barbara and 
David Kahn, whose orderly world is disrupted when Barbara’s sister decides she needs a break 
from caring for their elderly mother. As Barbara’s mother, Sophie, settles into the Kahns’ up-
scale life, she undergoes a surprising transformation after meeting an elderly artist. The play 
highlights themes of  aging, family dynamics, and unexpected late-life romance. Social Security 
blends wit and warmth as it explores how even the most structured lives can be upended—and 
enriched—by family and love. For tickets go to 

From left: cast members April Getz, Emily Wright, Ricky Siegel and Matthew Eberz rehearse a 
scene from Social Security.

HCP presents ‘Social Security’
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•Obituary•

The Highlands-Cashiers Film Festival is Thurs.-Sun., 
Sept. 18-21 and features four days of  competition film 
screenings, workshops and presentations by emerging 

filmmakers, actors, acclaimed industry presenters 
and award-winning professionals. 

All genres will be showcased, including features, 
documentaries, shorts, and international films on the 

Main Stage at PAC and in the Martin-Lipscomb Theatre.
For complete schedule and tickets go to 
www.highlandscashiersfilmfestival.com

By Megan Lewicki
On Thursday, Sept.18 at 5 PM, the Highlands-Cashiers Film Festi-

val opens with a hometown moment: an advance screening of  The Gar-
dener, a feature filmed entirely in Highlands. After the credits roll, guests 
will head to the “Walk in the Garden Soirée” at the private gardens of  
Ray and Diane McPhail — one of  the film’s central locations.

Unlike productions that use the Plateau as a disguised stand-in, The 
Gardener embraces Highlands as itself. Over several weeks of  shooting, 
the crew worked side by side with local businesses for catering and lodg-
ing. Neighbors offered their time, their know-how, and in some cases, 
their faces — appearing as extras or lending spaces for filming. Down-
town, the rhythm of  daily life occasionally made room for camera setups 
and rehearsals, giving passersby a fleeting look at the process.

The McPhail gardens played a starring role in the story’s visual lan-
guage. Known for their sweeping lawns, native plantings, and winding 
paths, the property provided both beauty and versatility. For the film-
makers, it became more than a backdrop — it was a narrative anchor 
that helped shape the mood and movement of  key scenes.

Two cast members will return for the premiere. Radha Mitchell, 
whose work spans Finding Neverland, Pitch Black, and Silent Hill, 
brings an ease moving between big-budget films and intimate indies. 
William Miller, known for The 100 and Warrior Nun, has built a career 
across continents and genres. Their presence will add a personal layer 
to the evening, not as distant Hollywood visitors, but as collaborators 
revisiting the place where this story came to life.

For locals, watching The Gardener isn’t just seeing familiar streets 
or landscapes — it’s seeing them reframed through someone else’s lens. 
The festival audience will share that view together, surrounded by neigh-
bors who might recognize the corner of  a shop, a garden gate, or even 
themselves on screen.

Opening with a project so rooted in place sets the tone for the fes-
tival’s mission: pairing films of  global scope with stories that matter here. 
Alongside international features and filmmaker-led panels, the program 
will make room for work born on the Plateau.

Whether you come to celebrate a film you had a hand in, or to see 
Highlands in a new light, this is the kind of  night that blurs the line be-
tween audience and participant.

Tickets for both the screening and reception are available at www.
highlandscashiersfilmfestival.com Seating is limited, and in this case, 
“sold out” might just mean “you missed your own premiere.”

Homegrown Premiere - The Gardener 
and Highlands on the Silver Screen

Lydia Sargent Macauley of  
Highlands, NC died after a long, 
well lived life. Born to Ralph and 
Louise Sargent in Red Wing, MN, 
her early childhood was marked 
by a multitude of  moves — a 
product of  her father’s occupa-
tion as a professor of  Shakespear-
ean studies. 

Every summer, though, was 
spent in Highlands, NC. 

Lydia graduated from Bald-
win School in Bryn Mawr, PA and 
earned her Bachelor of  Science 
degree in biology at Knox Col-
lege in Galesburg, IL. It was there 
that she met Hal G. Meyer whom 
she married shortly thereafter in 
Highlands in the 1950s. 

The couple adopted two 
children, Steven S. Meyer and 
Stacey (Meyer) Clark while resid-
ing in Connecticut. Shortly after, 
the family moved to Rockford, IL 
which they called home for 18+ 
years. 

During this era, Lydia found 
her life’s calling. Nurtured in youth 
by summer visits to Highlands 
NC, land conservation became 
one of  Lydia’s greatest passions. 

Lydia was married in 1988 to 
Ward Macauley of  La Jolla, CA. 
The two spent nearly 20 happy 
years together in California. Upon 
Macauley’s death, she returned to 
her beloved Highlands where she 
immersed herself  in the commu-
nity. 

Lydia would take on many 
conservation roles over her life-
time, primarily in Illinois and 
western North Carolina. Some of  
these undertakings included work-
ing for the Natural Land Institute 
in Rockford, IL; and the Illinois 
Nature Preserves Commission, 
where she conducted landowner 
outreach in the northern region of  
Illinois. Lydia helped to secure the 
core parcel of  what is today the 
Nachusa Prairie Preserve, home 
to a herd of  bison and one of  the 
highest-quality tallgrass prairie res-
torations in North America. Lydia 
held proud memories of  carrying 
a drip torch to ignite prairie resto-
ration fires.

Lydia also served many years 
— notably, some as a treasurer — 
on the Natural Areas Association 
national board. She was a key part 

of  this organization which serves 
practitioners and scientists in the 
management of  ecologically sig-
nificant landscapes, for purposes 
of  protecting biodiversity in per-
petuity. 

After moving back to High-
lands, Lydia served on the board of  
trustees of  the Highlands Biologi-
cal Foundation and was very active 
in the Botanical Garden Commit-
tee. Lydia undoubtedly followed 
in the footsteps of  her father and 
mother, Ralph and Louise Sargent, 
who were leaders in establishing 
the Highlands Botanical Garden. 
She blazed her own trail, though; 
both locally and nationally, in a 
way that served her communities 
and fostered a tremendous sense 
of  pride for herself  and her loved 
ones. To buffer the Botanical Gar-
dens from inappropriate develop-
ment, Lydia led the effort with her 
brother, Hugh, to convey a con-
servation easement on their family 
property adjacent to the Highlands 
Biological Station. The capstone 
of  her professional career came in 
the form of  her service as the driv-
ing force and copy editor for the 
book Highlands Botanical Garden: 
A Naturalists Guide, published in 
2012, employing slides taken by 
her father: an expert botanist and 
photographer.

Crucially, Lydia served on the 
Board of  the Land Trust for the 
Little Tennessee, now Mainspring 
Conservation Trust, for a dozen 
years and continued as an Emeri-
tus Board member until her death. 
During her tenure, she served as 
Board Secretary for three years, 
as well as on the Lands Commit-
tee. Lydia’s philanthropy was in-
strumental for many conservation 

organizations and initiatives, but 
her extraordinary generosity was 
particularly transformative for 
Mainspring Conservation Trust. 
Therein, her efforts helped to 
transform the organization into 
the premier conservation nonprof-
it in southwestern North Carolina. 
As a result of  her generosity and 
foresight, Lydia’s legacy of  eco-
logical conservation will continue 
indefinitely. 

Personally, Lydia was a friend 
to many students at the biologi-
cal station, offering guidance and 
housing if  necessary. She was an 
avid reader, a naturalist, widely in-
terested in a vast number of  sub-
jects and her many adopted cats. 
Throughout her life she was a 
loving daughter, and a wonderful, 
creative, supportive mother and 
grandmother. 

A special heartfelt thank you 
to our three caregivers, Jan Haugh-
ey, Ruffin Williams and Rhonda 
Saunders for four years of  loving 
care. 

Preceded in death; Ward Ma-
cauley of  La Jolla, CA, and Hal G. 
Meyer of  Pensacola, FL.

Survivors include brother 
Hugh A.A. Sargent (Cheryl) of  
Philadelphia, PA and Highlands, 
NC, children Steven S. Meyer of  
Pensacola, FL, Stacey Meyer Clark 
of  Highlands, NC, grandchildren 
Chelsie Guesswein of  Rockford, 
IL, Lydia S. Clark, W. Alex Clark 
and India J. Clark of  Highlands, 
NC, step-children Ward (Tami)
Macauley of  Rancho Mirage, 
CA, Wesley (Karen)Macauley of  
Carlsbad, Kim Macauley of  En-
cinitas, CA, step-grandchildren 
Jenny (Joe) of  Carlsbad, CA, Chris 
Macauley(Melina ) of  San Diego, 
CA, Ian Macauley (Carly) of  San 
Luis Obisbo, CA, Alec Macau-
ley of  Encinitas, CA, step-great 
grandchildren Nicholas Posil-
lico of  Carlsbad, CA, and Johnny 
Posillico of  Carlsbad, CA. 

Services will be held at the 
Highlands Biological Station Wey-
man Building 265 N 6th street on 
Saturday, September 20, at 4 pm.

In lieu of  flowers, the fam-
ily asks that donations be made to 
Mainspring Conservation Trust, 
PO Box 1148, Franklin, NC, main-
springconserves.org

Lydia Sargent Macauley
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This event is made possible by the Highlands Chamber of Commerce/
Visit Highlands, N.C.

For more information:
events@highlandschamber.org

828-526-5841

Free! Community Shredding Event
Dispose of your sensitive documents

and help our environment!

Friday, August 22, 2025
Highlands Plaza

(Near Bryson’s Food Store)
9am – 12pm

Benefitting: The Gordon Center, 
Highlands Child Care Development Center 

and the Literacy & Learning Center

GGOOOODD
DDEEEEDDSS
DDOONNEE  HHEERREE

STUART SLOAN, REAL ESTATE LAWSTUART SLOAN, REAL ESTATE LAW
828-482-8088 STU@SLOANVANHOOK.COM828-482-8088 STU@SLOANVANHOOK.COM

...RUNNING continued from page 1

Bronze sculpture • Paintings 
Vintage & Antique Collectables & 

Furniture • Costume Jewelry

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

�E llFE 
�!� 

Hours: 9am-5pm 
Mon-Sat 

828-526-5999
wholelifehighlands@icloud.com 
LOCATED AT 680 M 'ITII ST, IIIGlllAMDS NEcm Organic smoothie/juice

bar located 
inside Whole 

a �.&.ID Life Market 

site of  the 14th annual 5K race whose 
proceeds benefit various organizations in 
town.

This year 292 runners from all over 
the southeast and beyond signed up for the 
5K (3.1 mile) race through town with some 
crossing the finish line in just seconds over 
17 minutes and others at 54 minutes.

Male and female age categories ranged 
from 0-4 years to 80-84 years. 

Highlands’ Timothy McDowell, 17, 
won the overall race for the second year 
in a row crossing the finish line at 17:14 
minutes.

The female overall winner was Steph-
anie Pierce, 25 from Fairborn, OH at 
19:07 minutes.

McDowell is a serious runner. For 
the 2025-’26 school year, he was awarded 
at $55,000 scholarship to Christ School in 
Asheville to run cross country for them. 
After the race Saturday evening, he re-
turned to school.

The $35,500 the 5K raised this year 
will go to the Highlands Community Child 
Development Center which cares daily for 
infants to 5-year-olds.

The rain didn’t dampen the spirit of the 292 runners who signed up to run the 5K race Satur-
day evening in KH Founders Park. Photo by Jim Lewicki
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Your Ear, Nose and Throat (ENT) & Audiology Care  
All in One Location! 

Dr. Erica McVey, Audiologist 
University of Texas 

Dr. Keith Jackson, MD, ENT 
Emory University and  
Medical College of Georgia 

Contact: (706) 782-0478

162 Legacy Point Clayton, GA 30525

 
www.mountainlakesmedicalcenter.com / www.mlmcphysiciansgroup.com 

CONNECT

With the same menu, low prices, FREE coffee and an older more mellow attitude!
Come by for a visit and enjoy those Appalachian Fries and a Gyro! 

Salads • Pitas • Burgers • Philly Cheese Steak • Shrimp Pita • Susan’s Rueben 
Italian Sausage • Appalachian Fries • Onion Rings • Jambalaya • Kabobs

 Shrimp Gumbo • Soups
Dine in or Call in your order for Pickup! • 828-482-1513 

462 Dillard Road, Highlands (across from Dusty’s)

Open for
Lunch

11a to 3p
Pet Friendly Place Where Friends Meet

Open Tues. - Sat. 

that truth mattered, and children (from an 
early age), received the exact same message 
from every adult in their life. Therefore, we 
trusted its validity.

Children today have no such assur-
ance that anything they hear or see is either 
true or real, We’ve developed choices, or 
“alternative truths.”

I’ll be forever grateful to have lived 
in a time and place where truth mattered. 
My generation is indebted to leaders of  the 
‘4’s and ‘50s whose guidance, counsel, and 
management shepherded our country out 
of  the “Great Depression,” then saved the 
world from tyranny in WWII. These men 
and women were devoted to principles 
and standards and committed to leaving 
the world a better place for their posterity.

Today’s generations are not as fortu-
nate as mine. Present leaders possess few 
discernable ambitions save those person-
ally favorable. Our president is a toxic nar-
cissist who seeks power to service his ego 
and is completely void of  loyalty to any be-
lief  or value beyond self-aggrandizement.

This president adopts only positions 
he deems personally beneficial and zeal-
ously exploits working class resentments 
by pandering to the fragile emotions of  
the masses to create a cult-like following. 
Through fear and intimidation, he man-
ages to leverage the loyalty of  his MAGA 
base to control the Republican Party. 
Subsequently, he has consolidated and 
strengthened presidential power, rewarded 
his billionaire cronies, while acting out his 
buffoonish juvenile fantasies on the world 
stage.

Martin Luther King Jr. always be-
lieved: “The arc of  the moral universe is 
long, but it bends toward justice.” Half  a 
century later, our institutions have failed 
us, our president eagerly and willfully 
tramples the rules of  law, defies judges, has 
abandoned the Constitution, breached his 
oath of  office and shamelessly disregarded 
traditions, values, and principles nearly all 
Americans once held inviolate.

American tolerance of  governmen-
tal dishonesty, consummate lying and un-
ethical behavior is exceeded only by our 
willingness to plunge ever deeper into 

...LETTERS continued from page 7
the abyss of  stomach-churning abhorrent 
corruption, the continual deception of  our 
citizens and the humiliating disregard and 
abandonment of  our loyal allies around the 
globe.

Despite Trump’s best efforts to avert 
accountability, history will record how 
Americans responded to this president’s at-
tempted takeover of  the Republic. Veterans 
(especially) should take note and remember: 
“The price good men pay for indifference 
to public affairs is to be ruled by evil men.” 
Plato (427-347 BC). 

We owe our forebears far more.
David L. Snell

Franklin

Business Card Ads
$22 for BW
$27 for color

Classified Ads
$10 for 10 words, 30 cents for 

each additional word.
$2 for color highlight

$5 for graphic



Spiritually Speaking  • Places to Worship •
BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor (828) 421-1315

Sundays: School:10 a.m. , Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298

Sundays: School at 9:30; Worship 10:30
 GRACE CHAPEL ON HIGH HOLLY

9615 Dillard Rd Scaly Mountain, N C.
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas. http://www.Graceonhighholly.com

Sunday School 9:45; Worship 11; Prayer Service Wed 5:30p Men’s 
and Women’s Bible Study throughout the week 

CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 
The Rev’d Dr. Michael Matlock, Rector

464 U.S. Hwy. 64E, Cashiers, NC 
CAC@christanglicancashiers.org • 828-743-1701

Sunday: Adult Christian Ed, 9:15a; Holy Eucharist, 10:30a; Fellowship 
11:45a; Wed: Bible Study/Contemplative Prayer, 5p

CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY. CASHIERS
Pastor Jacob Tedder • Jacob@cashiers.church • 743-5470 

www.cashiers.church
Sun. 10:45a; Wed Study5:15p supper and childcare.

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH
283 Spring Street - Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m.

Testimony meeting: 3rd Wednesday at 5:30 p.m.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH

www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC • Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  

Sun: Service 10:45am, Children’s 10:30am
Wed.: Youth 5:30-7pm; Women’s Bible Study: Mon. 4:30pm, Tues. 

10am; Men’s Bible Study: Wed. & Thurs. 7am @ Zookeeper Bistro
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY

706. 746.3144 • 696 Sky Valley Way #447 
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas

Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd Sunday 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. W. Bentley Manning, Rector • 526-2968
5th and Main streets • www.incarnationwnc.org

Sunday: Rite I, spoken, 8 am in Chapel, Rite II with Choir 10:30 am 
in Sanctuary, Wed: Healing Eucharist 12 pm in Chapel, 

Morning Prayer: Mon-Thurs 8:30 am in Chapel
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS

828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor • 220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Women’s 10:30 am
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Rev. Emily Wilmarth, pastor, Rev. Kelley Connelly Asso. Pastor
828-526-3175 • fpchighlands.org

Sun.: Adult Ed.: 10a; Worship 11a.; Tues: Men’s Group 10a;
 Wed: Bell Choir 4p. Chancel Choir:5:30p
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH

(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 
Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am

GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship

242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814

Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 
HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH

Hwy 107N. • Glenville. NC • 743-2729 • Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a. Worship 11a & 7p. Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson • 11339 Buck Creek Road

The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily shar-
ing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.

Sunday Worship is at 9a. Wednesday Worship is 6:30p
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

 Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376
In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services

 909a Bluegrass and 11a Traditional
 www.highlandsmethodist.org

HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA
2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741

Rev. Ken Langsdrof
Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.

Visit our website: Holy Family Lutheran Highlands NC
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH

8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11. Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.

MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
Franklin • 828-634-1312 • mountainsynagoguewnc.com.

Services: 1st Fri. and 3rd Sat. and Rosh Hashanah & Yom Kippur. 
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 

743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church. 4224 Big Ridge 

(4.5 miles from NC 107) 
Weds: Youth Group 6 p.m.; Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; 

OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone – 526-2418
Sat. 4pm 5/24/25-10/25/25; Sun. - 11am 

SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby

Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 
ST. JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

Mass: Sun. 9a (English); Mon. 9:30a (Vatican II in Latin); Tues. 7p 
(Spanish); Wed.,9:30a (English)

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: • 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood

Sunday Service (summer): 8am, 9:30am & 11am
Visit our website: www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com 

Our Bazaar Barn supports outreach in the community.
Open Thurs - Sat. 11am-3pm

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 
85 Sierra Drive. Franklin • uufranklin.org  

Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers •828-743-2122
Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am
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...MAYOR continued from page 2

Pastor Randy Lucas
Highlands United 
Methodist Church

Are You Jesus?

Someone is looking for Jesus today,
longing for Jesus
and looking your way.

Someone is needing a friend
who will pray.
Someone is looking for Jesus today.

Someone is broken
and can’t find her way. 
Somebody needs to see Jesus today.

In a world of  great suffering,
great heartache and pain,
someone you meet is drenched by hard rain.

Someone is lonely,
in need of  a friend.
I wonder, don’t you, who Jesus might send.

Someone is looking for Jesus today,
longing for Jesus
and looking your way. 

“Tell me sir, are you Jesus?”
The little child said,
as the gentleman gave him a morsel of  bread.

“Cause I hear at his table,
all the children are fed.”
“Tell me sir, are you Jesus?” 
The little child said.

Someone is looking for Jesus today,
longing for Jesus 
and looking your way. 

insight into this issue.
The board also received a request from the Chamber 

concerning a Heritage Day Event in the park. This event is 
in conjunction with the 150th anniversary of  the founding 
of  Highlands.

Finally, I will be holding my monthly Community Coffee 
with the Mayor on Friday at 11 am at the Hudson Library. I 
will continue the conversation about the Playhouse and ad-
dress the issues the board discussed at their meeting. Also, 
this coffee will be a good-bye event for Carlyn Morenus, the 
director of  the library. Carlyn will be retiring on Friday. I will 
ask her to reflect on her service for over seven years as the 
director. Her leadership will be missed. We all wish her the 
best in retirement.
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•Police & Fire Reports•
Highlands Police entries from 

Aug. 14. Only the names of persons 
arrested, issued a summons/cita-
tion, issued a Class-3 misdemeanor 
or those of public officials have been 
used. 

Aug. 14
• At 11:52 a.m., officers performed a 

warrant service for another jurisdiction 
at a residence on Cobb Road.

• At 12:10 p.m., Gregory Hoffman, 
78, of Highlands, was arrested on an 
outstanding warrant from another juris-
diction. He was issued a $3,000 secured 
bond.

• At 5:20 p.m., officers attended to a 
driver at the Highlands Post Office who 
was driving under the influence.

• At 5:40 p.m., Jose Chavez Hernan-
dez, 39, of Sapphire, was arrested for DUI. 
He wasn’t issued a bond. His trial date is 
Sept. 17.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue 
log from Aug. 12.

Aug. 12
• At 11:44 a.m., the dept. was first-

responders to a location on N. 4th Street.
• At 2:19 p.m., the dept. was first-re-

sponders to a residence on Potter Lane.
• At 9:49 p.m., the dept. provided 

public assistance at a residence on Blue 
Valley Road.

Aug. 14
• The dept. responded to a motor ve-

hicle accident on NC 106 (Dillard Road).

• At 5:16 p.m., the dept. responded to 
a motor vehicle accident on N. 5th Street.

• At 5:22 p.m., the dept. responded 
to a Co2 alarm at a residence on Donald 
Ross Road.

• At 8:06 p.m., the dept. investigated 
the source of an odor at a residence on 
Rainbow Road.

• At 8:50 p.m., the dept. was first-re-
sponders to a location on N. 4th Street.

Aug. 16
• At 3:47 p.m., the dept. responded to 

a motor vehicle accident on Horse Cove 
Road.

• At 8:46 p.m., the dept. responded to 
a fire alarm at a residence on Sassafras Gap 
Road.

Aug. 17
• At 11:04 a.m., the dept. responded 

to a fire alarm at a residence on Bee Tree 
Lane.

• At 6:10 p.m., the dept. responded to 
a call of a possible vehicle fire at a location 
on N. 4th Street.

Aug. 18
• At 11:57 a.m., the dept. was first-re-

sponders to a residence on Mack Wilson 
Road.

• At 6:26 p.m., the dept. was first-
responders to a residence on Chestnut 
Cove.

Aug. 19
• At 1:42 a.m., the dept. was first-re-

sponders to a residence on Flat Mountain 
Estates.

Open to all women from the 
surrounding area. 
Lunch provided.KEYNOTE SPEAKER

...PLAYHOUSE continued from page 1
willing to put up the money to keep the 
building standing and make it into some-
thing we all wish it had been 70 years ago,” 
he said.

The board agreed to table Bryson’s bid 
to give the public a chance to come forward 
and participate in an in-depth discussion 
during the 6’oclock August 21 Worksession 
prior to the August Town Board meeting at 
7 o’clock.

Commissioners said they want to hear 
how it will be used and how it will be funded.

As part of  the town campus, the use 
has to be for a nonprofit that allows gen-
eral public use and access – the arts, events, 
historical – something along those lines, said 
commissioners.

A Playhouse discussion might not take 
place during August’s subsequent board 
meeting, however, because it isn’t on the 
agenda.

proceed or to demolish the building.
At the July Town Board, meeting 

Town Manager Josh Ward presented the 
bid of  $75,523.50 from Bryson Grading 
and Paving to demolish the building. 

Mayor Pat Taylor said he realized there 
is a sentimental connection to the building 
but according to the report, it would have 
to be completely taken down to the studs 
and rebuilt for it to have any functional use 
and be safe for habitation.

Commissioner Jeff  Weller said he was 
sure it would take close to $3.5 million to 
“fix” the structure – something he would 
not be comfortable agreeing to – and fur-
ther questioned what it would be used for.

Before a vote was taken last month 
on the demolition bid, Commissioner John 
Dotson asked for a reprieve.

“As a last hurrah, so to speak, let’s put 
the word out to see if  someone would be 
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► 828-526-9325 ◄
Generators aren't just a "thing" we do, 

generators are all we do! 

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 log cabins nestled in 
the hemlocks 

on 25 acres at the base 
of Whiteside 
Mountain.

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

Ryan M. Bears
Branch Leader

Cell: 803-271-5426
Off ce: 828-526-8784 

ryan.bears@allentate.com

AALLLLEEN TN TAATTE RE REEAALLTTOORRSS//PPAAT AT ALLLLEEN RN REEAALLTTY GY GRROOUUPP  
HHIIGGHHLLAANNDDS & CS & CAASHSHIIEERRS NS NCC

2460 Cashiers Road • Highlands 828-526-2395
highlandslawnandgarden.com

Kiln dried 
FIREWOODFIREWOOD
Delivery or pickup

Quality Tree Care & Removal 18+ years

Fully Insured828-200-9217

estimates@mendozatree.com
mendozatreeservices.com

HIGHLANDS CHURCH
9a Sunday mornings

LIVE STREAM: Andy Stanley

Following Jesus makes your life better,
And makes you better at life!

For details, text Bee at 404-307-1415

Al  Stoneham
Realtor-Broker 

Luxury Home Specialist 
Licensed in NC & GA

Cell: 828-332-9767
al.stoneham@allentate.com

AALLLLEEN TN TAATTE RE REEAALLTTOORRSS//PPAAT AT ALLLLEEN RN REEAALLTTY GY GRROOUUPP  
HIHIGGHLHLAANNDSDS//SSCCAALLYY M MOOUUNNTTAAIINN//CCAASSHIHIEERRSS

Buck Creek Rd - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Road near the hospital

CHESTNUT STORAGE
Storage Units Available
Secure 24-Hour Access

Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms

Call today to find out why we’re
“Highlands Premier Facility”

828-482-1045 Look for our sign!

Crane 
Rentals 

Available

• • •

LISA THOMPSON
DOG SITTING

• daily drop-in visits
• overnight & extended 

stays
• dog walking

 828.424.4637

Colleen Kerrigan, Broker
615-400-5498

colleen.kerrigan.wnc@gmail.com 

Authenticity, Honesty, Integrity 

Highlands Ollice 210 N. Fifth Street 

Align Therapeutic, PLLC.
Mental Health Therapy

Nicole Dilbeck
LCMHCA, LCASA

www.aligntherapywnc.com
nicole@aligntherapywnc.com

828-526-6370
Accepting New Clients 

in Highlands and Franklin
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•Classifieds•
$50,000 ESTATE SALE
POLE BARN FULL OF ANTIQUES AND 

COLLECTIBLES OVER 50 YEARS OLD. Old, new, 
and black powder guns, Civil war items and much much 
more. Friday and Saturday, Aug. 29 and 30th. 9am to 5 pm. 
505 Shirley Pressley Road. Glenville, N C. Check or Cash. 
Lots of parking.

HELP WANTED
WE ARE LOOKING for professional, responsible, 

positive people with a team-player attitude to fill, wait-
staff, bartender, Busser & host positions. Apply in person 
at Wild Thyme Gourmet 343-D Main Street. No phone 
calls please. (st. 8/14)

THE HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS LAND 
TRUST SEEKS A DEVELOPMENT COORDINA-
TOR. This administrative professional will report to the 
Development Director and support a growing fundrais-
ing program. This is a part-time position with seasonal re-
quirements and flexibility. For the complete job descrip-
tion please see “Job Postings” under “About Us” at hcltnc.
org. Resumes (and any inquiries) should be submitted via 

email to personnel@hcltnc.org. (st. 6/26)
AVAILABLE
CLIMATE-CONTROLLED CAR STORAGE. 

Limited availability. Email if interested: LB@vsurgic.com (st. 
3/6)

FOR SALE
11.62 ACRES, 7 MILES SOUTH OF HIGH-

LANDS. $287,301. Owner financing. 200 mature blueber-
ry plants. 3 springs. Email rickhavron@gmail.com. (st. 8/14)

COACH CLUB - Class A motorcoach lot and aux-
iliary building. One Half mile from Main Street! 850-572-
8308. (st. 8/14)

DIVORCE FORCES SALE: 10-acre mountain top 
tract. 360 views of App Trail & Bartram Trail. Road in place, 
easy building site, drive right to the top of Buck Knob in 
Scaly Mtn. $550k. exitmountain@gmail.com: 828-276-3569 
(st. 7/17) 

1968 JAGUAR XKE S 1.5 ROADSTER CON-
VERTIBLE – Restored in very good condition 1 family 
owned All original paperwork available $80,000. 252-216-
9197 (st. 7/3)

LAND - 7.5 miles south of Highlands, 8.64 acres with 
spring, by far the best view in the area at $200,000. 828-974-
1137. (8/1)

SEASONED FIREWOOD - Any size load. call 828-
342-6806. (st. 1/25)

TINY HOME LOTS FOR SALE. $55k-$85k ea. 
Each lot comes with GREAT MOUNTAIN VIEWS, water, 
power, and sewer run to each lot. www.TinyMountainEs-

tates.com for more info. (10/30/25)
FOR RENT
1 BR/1 BA APT - LEAF & HOLIDAY SEASON 

RENTAL - located 6 miles from downtown Highlands off of 
Hwy 106. Fully furnished $175 per night/ 3 night minimum - 
Starlink internet. Call Pam 828.482.2554 (st. 8/21)

2BD/2BA CABIN – 4.5 miles from downtown 
Highlands. Furnished or unfurnished. Annual lease. $1,500/
mth. Call Tom. 404-213-2431. (st. 7/24).

HIGHLANDS 1-2 SPACES – 1 large or 2 smaller 
spaces for rent in popular Mill Creek Shopping Center next 
door to Blue Bike Cafe. Each space is 800 sq/ft at $2,333/
mo OR both spaces at 1,600 sq/ft for $4400/mo. Inquires 
to Debi: bock7@me.com or 404-323-9444. (st. 7/10)

4 BDM/3 BATH HIGHLANDS – Updated farm 
home, located between Highlands & Cashiers off Hwy 64. 
$4,500/month, includes all utilities with high speed wifi. Call 
Marcy 828-482-4239 (st. 7/10)

2BD/2BATH SINGLE WIDE $1,200 per month 
internet included. First last security. Mark 828-200-0765. (st. 
5/29)

SERVICES 
PLATEAU PAINTERS – Interior and exterior paint-

ing, pressure washing, decks, and sanding and staining wood 
floors. Division of Chatlos Construction. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. Call Mike at 828-200-4071. (6/26) 

JUNK REMOVAL SERVICE – We take anything. 
Call 828-200-0492 (7/31) 

DUMP RUNS. Competitive Pricing. Call for details. 
828-421-2655. (4/30) 

HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS HANDYMAN – Chat-
los Construction – Remodels, Additions, Framing, Siding, 
Roofing, Decks, Painting. References. Insured. 828-200-4071. 
(4/30)

NEED FURNITURE MOVED OR ANYTHING 
HAULED AWAY? Call or text James of Going Gone at 
828-421-2655. (7/31)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/KEVIN VINSON: 
scanning photos, slides & negatives to CD or DVD for easier 
viewing. Video transfer to DVD. Everything done in house. 
Leave message at 828-526-5208.

• Same-day service for most maintenance 
and routine repairs.

• Top-tier diagnostic & programming tools 
– just like the dealer.

•  New tire, alignment & balancing  
equipment for precision and speed.

• Same experienced technicians.

We’re proud to be a family-owned company with 43 years in the 
business, and even prouder to now serve the Highlands community.

~ Bob Saladna, Owner

Here’s what’s Here’s what’s 
Highlands Automotive Highlands Automotive 

is all about!is all about!

We service ALL domestic and foreign vehicles. 
Also serving customers in:

Atlanta, GA | Dallas, TX | Houston, TX
Come see the difference.

828-787-2360
2851 Cashiers Road, Highlands

...REBRANDING continued from page 8
Yard signs will reflect the new visual identity, with an 

emerald green and harvest gold color palate and the Howard 
Hanna Allen Tate Real Estate logo, beginning in late Au-
gust. Building signage across the Carolinas will be updated 
in October and November. Company ownership and local 
leadership will remain unchanged.

As part of  the brand evolution, Allen Tate/Beverly-
Hanks will become Howard Hanna Beverly-Hanks Real Es-
tate in western North Carolina. Allen Tate acquired Beverly-
Hanks Realtors in 2022.

Additionally, Allen Tate Insurance will transition to 
Howard Hanna Insurance Services, unifying with its long-
time partner under a single brand to deliver expanded of-
ferings, greater operational alignment, and more profound 
service continuity across markets.

“The Carolinas have always been a cornerstone of  our 

long-term vision. For six years, we’ve been building some-
thing extraordinary together,” said Howard “Hoby” Hanna 
IV, CEO, Howard Hanna Real Estate Services. “With this 
brand evolution, we’re uniting two iconic brands under one 
name and one mission: to provide the best real estate expe-
rience while continuing to grow with intention and invest 
in our communities.”

Howard Hanna Allen Tate Real Estate is the #1 real 
estate company in the Carolinas, with more than 75 offices 
and 1,800 agents serving communities across North and 
South Carolina. As part of  Howard Hanna Real Estate 
Services, the largest family-owned and operated real estate 
company in the United States, Howard Hanna Allen Tate 
offers a full suite of  real estate services, including mort-
gage, insurance, title and relocation. For more information, 
visit www.howardhannatate.com.
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•Highlands Area Events•
POOL SCHEDULE
• Lap Swim: Mon.-Fri. 6am-

9:45am, and Saturday 10am-11pm 
- 6 lanes. Water Aerobics: 18 y+ 
Mon.-Fri. 10-11am with Karen 
Chambers. Adult Swim: 18y+ Mon.-
Thurs. 11am-3:30pm, Friday 11am-
1:30pm. Public Swim: Mon. thru Fri.. 
11a-7pm, Saturday 11am-6pm and 
Sunday 1-6pm

PICKLE BALL 
• At the Recreation Dept. ev-

ery Monday - Friday 10am-1pm 
indoors for the winter (notice the 
days and time has changed), 

MOUNTAIN FINDINGS 
• Open: 10 am - 1 pm. Spruce 

Street. www.mountainfindings.org
SATURDAY MARKET
• Farmers Market in KH 

Founders Park on Pine Street from 
8a-12:30p rain or shine.

ALL WEEK
Highlands/Cashiers Alcoholics 

Anonymous “Open Meetings” are 
for anyone who thinks they may 
have a drinking problem or for any-
one interested in the A.A. recovery 
program. Open meetings are held in 
Highlands @ the 1st Presbyterian 
Church, 471 Main St., on Monday 
at 5:30 p.m. and on Wednesday & 
Fridays @ noon. Open in person 
meetings are held in Cashiers @ the 

Albert Carlton Cashiers Community 
Library, 249 Frank Allen Rd. on Sun-
day at 5 pm, on Tuesday @ 7 pm, on 
Friday at 5 pm and on Saturday at 9 
am. For more information, please visit 
our website www.aawnc80.org or to 
speak with a member of A.A. 24/7 call 
our HELP Line 828 349-4357.

Mon.Thurs.
• At First Presbyterian Church, 

ArtSpace is open from 9 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. The next exhibit will start in 
mid-August. For information contact 
fpchkelley@gmail.com 

Mon-Wed-Fri
• Aerobics with Tina Rogers 

8-9am at the Rec Park.
• Balance, Stretch & Strengthen 

Class at the Rec Park 8:30-9:30am. 
The cost for the class is $30 a month 
and is led by Cathy Hodgson. Call the 
Recreation Department at 828-526-
3556 for more information.

Mon., Tues., Thurs.
• The Food Pantry behind the 

Methodist Church on Spring Street 
is open from 10a-6p.

• Exercise Class with Michelle 
Lane at the Rec Park at 5:30. A com-
bo class with different types of exer-
cise. 828-526-3556

Mondays
• At the Literacy Council, Free 

Online Weekly Classes. 6:30 - 7:30p. 

Online via ZoomFor the link, visit 
http://theliteracyandlearningcenter.
org/esl

Second Mondays
• The local chapter of PEO, an 

off-campus sorority founded in the 
1800s that provides grants and loans 
to women with financial need who 
want to return to school or further 
their education meets at 10 a.m. For 
more info call president Paula Mc-
Donald at 706-372-3004 

2nd Tuesdays
• Highlands Writers Group 

meets on alternate Tuesday after-
noons at 3pm. Writers still uncom-
fortable with in-person gatherings 
may participate via Zoom meetings 
For more info contact Bud Katz at 
either 828-526-3190 or at budan-
dlynn@me.com 

Tuesdays
• Strength Training at the Rec 

Park 8:15-9:15 am. 
• At Wayfarers Chapel, Work-

shop for Writers – Tuesdays from 
5-6:30 PM. 

Wednesdays thru Sept.
• Farmers Market every 

Wednesday May-Sept. at the Cowee 
School Arts & Heritage building in 
Franklin at 51 Cowee School Dr.

2nd Wednesdays
• Hudson Library, in partnership 

with VAYA Health, is hosting an edu-
cational series on adult mental health 
topics, at 11 AM.. To register, stop by 
the library or cll 828-526-3031. 

2nd & 4th Wed.
• Digital Navigators will be at 

the Hudson Library the second and 
fourth Wednesdays 1PM - 3PM of 
each month to help patrons with 
their tech needs. Bring a smartphone, 
laptop, or other digital device to re-
ceive free assistance and support. No 
appts are required - all are welcome.

 Thursdays
• Kickboxing 8:15-9:15a. at the 

Rec Park. No martial arts background 
necessary Contact the Recreation 
Department at 828-526-3556 for 
more info.

• At First Presbyterian Church 
a free concert “Music for Prayer” 
at noon. These casual concerts are 
almost entirely improvised and last 
30-45 minutes. This offering is called 
Music For Prayer.

• At Hudson Library, special 
children’s events will be on tap on 
Thursday afternoons at 3:30 Kids 
Zone programs. 

Fridays
• At Hudson Library, Friday af-

ternoons at 2 PM, there’s a variety of 

children’s programs including board 
games, STEM programs, and crafts.

3rd Saturdays
• The American Legion Post 370 

meets at the First Methodist Church 
at 315 Main St. in their community 
room/909 chapel. We serve breakfast 
at 9a and hold our monthly meeting 
at 10a. We invite ALL veterans to at-
tend. Email ncpost370@gmail.com 
for more information or just join us 
at 9am.

Sundays through August
• Church in the Wildwood, on 

Horse Cove Road. Old Fashioned 
Hymn Sing 7-8 p.m.

Sundays
• At Wayfarers Chapel, Sunday 

Service: 10a Sunday Morning. Stick 
around for visitation and coffee hour 
immediately after service. (Coffee 
hour is replaced by potluck dinner 
the 1st Sunday of each month). 

Thru Aug. 30 
• At PAC, Mountain Theatre 

Company presents The Burnt Part 
Boys. For tickets go to boxoffice@
mountaintheatre.com. 828.526.2695

Thurs.-Sun., Aug. 21-24
• HCP presents “Social Secu-

rity” at the MLT at PAC. Thurs. and 
Fri at 7p Sat. at 5p and Sun. at 1p. 
Tickets are available at HighlandsCa-
shiersPlayers.com or by calling 828-
526-2147.

Aug. 22-30
• Cashiers Designer Showhouse 

featuring Showhouse tours, com-
munity events, Showhouse Shops 
and an Art Auction. Tickets are $50 
in advance and $60 at the door. Visit 
CashiersHistory.org for tickets or to 
learn more. 

Fri. & Sat., Aug. 22-23
• At Peak Experience, Suzy Lan-

da Trunk Show. 2820 Dillard Road. 
828-526-0229

Fri., Aug. 22
• Free Community Shredding 

Event in Highlands Plaza 9a to 12p. 
Donations to benefit The Gordon 
Center and the Literacy & Learnng 
Center.

• Laurel Garden Club’s Elevated 
Living Home and Garden Tour is 
from 10 am until 4 pm. and begins 
at the Church of the Incarnation, 
520 Main Street in Highlands. Tick-
ets can be purchased on the LGC’s 
website: laurelgardenclub.com/
home&gardentour. Select your tour 
times

• Free SIP & SIGN BOOK 
SIGNING with local poet RICHARD 
BETZ at Highlands Wine Shoppe 
from 5-7pm Featuring his latest 

book of poetry “Continental Di-
vide.” *Optional $49 includes wine 
+ charcuterie + signed book. 269 
Oak Street - Across from Reeves 
Hardware

Sat. & Sun., Aug. 23-24
• MountainTop Art and Craft 

Show. Sat. 10a to 6p. Sun., 10a to 
4p. in KH Founders Park on Pine 
Street. Sip and Stroll. Fine Wine & 
Local Brews Saturday afternoon. 
Free admission.

Sat., Aug. 23
• Women Mountain of Faith 

at the Church of the Good Shep-
herd, 1448 Hwy 107 S. in Cashiers. 
Featuring keynote speaker Becca 
Stevens, founder and president of 
Thistle Farms and the Center for 
Contemplative Justice. Open to all 
women. Lunch is provided. RSVP by 
Aug. 16 at GoodShepAdmin@fron-
tier.com. 828-743-2359.

• At Winding Stair Nursery, 
“Playing with Pollinators” *FREE* 
Family Fun Day from 11a-3p. Our 
fifth annual family festival is dedi-
cated to all things pollinators! For 
more information call 828-369-
9778 or go www.windingstairfarm.
com

Sun., Aug. 24
• At First Presbyterian Church, 

2025 Mullen Lecture with Rev. 
Smith-Mather. Adult Class 10a, 
Coleman Hall; 11a Sunday worship, 
Sanctuary; noon Luncheon, Cole-
man Hall. Free. 

Thurs.-Sun., Aug. 28-31
• HCP presents “Social Secu-

rity” at the MLT at PAC. Thurs. and 
Fri at 7p Sat. at 5p and Sun. at 1p. 
Tickets are available at Highlands-
CashiersPlayers.com or by calling 
828-526-2147.

Sat., Aug. 30
• At Winding Stair Nursery, 

The Power of Native Plants – with 
Spriggly’s Beescaping at 9a. Discov-
er how native plants can transform 
your yard into a beautiful, low-main-
tenance haven for pollinators, soil 
health, and local wildlife. For more 
information call 828-369-9778 or 
go www.windingstairfarm.com 

Thurs.-Sun. Sept 4-6
• At The Bascom, the Dazzling 

Dahlia Festival..
Sat., Sept. 6
• At Winding Stair Nursery, 

Landscape Design: Tips from a Pro 
at 10a. For more information call 
828-369-9778 or go www.winding-
stairfarm.com 

• The Pop-Up Pipers will ap-
pear in at an unexpected location in 
downtown Highlands 4:30-5p

THE 
FIREWOOD COMPANY

Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn!

828.200.3050 
bobhenritze@gmail.com • www.firewoodcompany.net

Highlands . Cashiers . Clayton . Atlanta
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 Ace is the Place, 

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

Country Club Properties
 Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals. 
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery

Highlander 
Mountain 

House 
& 

The Ruffed 
Grouse 
Tavern

highlandermountainhouse.com

Darlene  Conley
Mountain Luxury

Your Dream. Your Journey. YOU’RE 
HOME!

Dedicated to finding the home you’ve 
always wanted.

Cell: 404-427-2448
darlene.conley@ allentate.com

AALLLLEEN TN TAATTE RE REEAALLTTOORRSS//  
PPAAT AT ALLLLEEN RN REEAALLTTY GY GRROOUUPP

450 N. 4th St. Highlands, NC
828-526-5522

www.highlandsproperties.com

Wei chert. 
REALTORS 

Highlands Properties 

 Local Expertise, Global Connections. 
114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706Sheryl Wilson

Licensed in NC and GA
Cell: 828-787-1895 
pamela.nellis@yahoo.com 

Highlands Office | 210 N. 5th Street

Tean1 RickSteve 
"The Powe1· of3" 

Trusted advisors 
providing impeccable 
personalized service 

FAYE WURM
828.200.1345 
faye@bhhsmmr.com
2334 Cashiers Rd, Highlands
https://fayewurm.meadowsmtnrealty.com/

Of the 55,000+ BHHS agents across the globe,
Faye ranks in the TOP 2% and is a 

Luxury Collection Specialist.

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742 

AndreaGabbard@
gmail.com

Charming 
Mountain 

Retreat 
Near Downtown 

Highlands

42 Hemlock Ridge

4 BR 4 BTH
2 fireplaces

2 screened-in 
porches

Gated community
Sold furnished

Offered for 
$2,400,000

Bryson’s
Food 
Store

Historical 
Village

Rest
Rooms

Hudson 
Library

Visitor 
Center

KH Founders 
Park

Police Station
Fire Station



Cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

242 S. 4th St. on Main 
Street

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

828-526-2338

 ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

42 Years of Fine Dining
Now Open

7 nights
5:30-9p

JULIE OSBORN 
& PAT ALLEN

MORE THAN 33 YEARS OF
EXEMPLARY SERVICE ON THE PLATEAU

VOTED AMERICA’S BEST

828.200.6165 | 828.200.9179
julie.osborn@allentate.com
pat.allen@allentate.com

Our clients rate us 5 out of 5

MITZI RAUERS
Broker / Luxury Collection
Specialist
(404) 218-9123
mitzi@bhhsmmr.com

*Based on 2023 sales data. Out of a global network 
of 55,000+ BHHS agents.

If you want an 
award-winning 
real estate 
experiece, choose 
an award-winning
agent.

Why call Jody? 
Ranked the #l Broker in North Carolina 
for over a decade-and for good reason! 
Whether you're buying or selling, she 
brings unparalleled market expertise, 
top-tier negotiation skills and a 
commitment to delivering exceptional 
results. Your dream home or top-dollar 
sale is just one call away-you deserve 
the best! With over $1 Billion in sales. 
you can be the next beneficiary of this 
track record. 
Call her personally at 828.226.6303. #1 Broker 

IN NORTH CAROLINA 

$1 Billion+ 
TOTAL CAREER SALES VOLUME 

ToplOO 
SOTHEBY'S INTERNATIONAL REALTY AGENT 
WORLDWIDE 

HIGHLANDS CASHIERS

People ... are 
the investments 

that matter 
most

HighlandsCashiersCIRE.com
210 North Fifth Street, 
Highlands, NC 28731

 Deborah “Bee” Gleeson 
404.307.1415 

BeeGlee4@Gmail.com 
and

Pat Gleeson
828.782.0472 

PatrickGleeson4@Gmail.com

HIGHLANDS OFf'ICE 

Cell: 828-736-1198 
Office: 828-526-4663 
ann@landmarkrg.com 


