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Cell phone use in MC Schools is clarified

By Kristin Fox

On July 1, Governor Josh
Stein signed House Bill 950 into
law in North Carolina banning
cells phone use during school
instructional time in public

Highlands
Town
Board race
continues
to develop

By Kim Lewicki

As of press time, Wednesday,
Aug. 13, only Jim Tate has signed
up to run for Commissioner Bri-
an Stichler’s vacated seat on the
Town Board.

The seat vacated by Stichler
which will be on the Nov. 4 bal-
lot is for a two-year term, which
is the time left on Stiehler’s unex-
pired term.

The election board set the
10-day filing petiod for Stichlet’s
seat from 8a, Aug, 11 until noon
Aug. 22. Tate was at the Macon
County Board of Election office
to sign up bright and early the
morning of Aug. 11.

As of press time, Mayor Pat
Taylor is now running unopposed.

Contender  Paul  Ordner

* See RACE page |1
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schools. The new law does not
call for a complete ban on cellu-
lar devices for students, but the
bill requires school districts to
implement policies that restrict
cell phone use in classrooms dur-

ing instructional time.

Prior to the state legislation,
Highlands School already had a
cell phone usage policy in place
that applies to all students at

* See CELL PHONES page 15
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Nelsons donate 32 in-town acres to HCLT

By Julie Schott
HCLT

Highlands-Cashiers Land
Trust is thrilled to announce the
conservation of 31.69 acres of
ecologically valuable land within
the town limits of Highlands. Lo-

cated off Bowery Road, the prop-
erty overlooks Horse Cove Valley
and is a big conservation win for
the Plateau!

Thanks to the generosity and
foresight of the property owners,
Kent and Alice Nelson, this re-

markable and important landscape
will be protected forever. Among
its most impactful conservation
values, it protects water and im-
portant habitat for wildlife and
plants.

* See HCLT page 17

Highlands
School
sports begin

By Brett Lamb
Athletic Director

The new 2025-26 sports sea-
son is officially here! On Monday,
our Highlands High School and
Middle School teams began their
seasons, and we’re all excited to
see our student-athletes compete.

We have a packed fall sea-
son ahead, with Girls Volleyball,
Boys Soccer, Cross Country, and
Middle School Swimming and
Dive all kicking off. Many of our
teams have been putting in hard
work with summer workouts and
practices since the beginning of
the month, and they’re ready to
represent Highlands.

Volleyball

The High School Volleyball
team began its season on Au-
gust 11 at Smoky Mountain High
School. This yeat’s team is under
new leadership with Head Varsity
Coach Reese Schmitt and Head
Junior Varsity Coach Brandy Za-

* See SPORTS page 17

Chetolah -A Historic
Highlands Estate

267 Satulah Road | MLS 1000818
Jody Lovell | (828) 226.6303

M<CULLEY’S

The largest selection of
Scottish cashmere in the U.S.A.
In Highlands ...on the hill
242 S. 4th St.* 828-526-4407
Open 7 days a week

www.mcculleys.com
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Road work for Western NC evolves

ast week, I attended a
meeting concerning fu-
ture transportation proj-

ects for Macon County. The
Southwestern Regional Plan-
ning Organization hosted the
meeting. This regional orga-
nization handles prioritizing
transportation needs for the six
counties of Western Carolina.
The entire process is a part of
the NCDOT State Transporta-
tion Program (STIP) initiative. I
will not describe how the STIP
process works because it would require
over 1,000 words.

Staff of the Southwestern RPO pe-
riodically meets with the leadership of
the counties to get feedback about local
transportation needs. The meeting 1 at-
tended included officials and staff from
Macon County, the Town of Franklin,
and Highlands. Michael Mathis, the High-
lands Zoning Director, and 1 represented
Highlands.

At the meeting, there was discussion
about making improvements to roads in
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Macon County, such as improve-
ments to US 441 from the state
line to Franklin. Also, there was
discussion  about improving
some truck passing lanes on US
64 from Franklin to Murphy, and
improvements on US 64 from
Franklin to Highlands. That pri-
oritization along with others will
continue in the coming months.

We did not talk about im-
provements at the gorge area of
US 64 to Highlands, that stretch
of the highway is locked in. Do
not expect blasting away of those rock for-
mations on the hard curves at the gorge to
increase the size of the lanes, as blasting
may cause the whole side of the mountain
to fall away!

On a safety note, the group examined
the locations of the most serious traffic ac-
cidents on US 64 that occurred between
Highlands and Franklin. Many would think
that most of the accidents would have oc-
curred near Highlands or in the gorge area.
They actually occurred on the flatter and
straighter road areas, starting at the C. Tom
Bryson bridge (Bridge number 104) near
the Sugar Fork Road and going back to
Franklin at Bell View Road, which is at the
intersection of US 64 and highways441/23.
There may be some safety improvements
made in that area in the future, such as
more turn lanes.

Also, high on the list of transportation
improvements that the group reviewed was
extending the runway at the Macon Coun-
ty Airport to enhance safety for small jets
that land there. That project is several years
away from getting started.

In the Highlands area, there are no
road improvements scheduled soon. That
does not mean maintenance and resurfac-
ing projects will not occur, but major im-
provements to corridor roads such as NC
106 are unlikely in the next 10 or 15 years.
In the future, this schedule might prove to
be problematic given the ever-increasing
traffic loads. For instance, as new develop-
ments occur in the Cashiers, Highlands,
and Scaly areas, traffic loads will increase,
including more trucks bringing goods and
supplies to the plateau. As we learned from
Helene, NC 106 is a key commercial artery
for this part of Macon and Jackson County.

Our group also reviewed a priority list-

* See MAYOR pagel |
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Photo by Joann Epstein

Do you have a beartfelt, funny, interesting, or beautiful photo you would like to share in our
“SnapShot” section? Email it to highlandseditor@aol.com or text it to §28-200-1371, with a brief
description and a name. No anonymous photos will be accepted.
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HIGIHLANDER
ROOFING SERVICES

New & Re-Roofing Applications Including:
Asphalt * Cedar » Metal * Synthetic Materials

Showroom: 1511 Highlands Rd * Franklin ¢ O: 828-524-7773
info@highlandernc.com * www.highlandernc.com
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Real Estate Services

yvour life
happens here.

At Allen Tate Realtors®, we know home happens wherever memories are made. Since 1957, we've been making those memories
happen across the Carolinas. We are grateful for our clients and their families that have placed their confidence in us.

Scan to see our listings!

number one
IN LUXURY

IN THE CAROLINAS

allen

\sz%

Realtors®
REALTY GROUP

HIGHLANDS-DOWNTOWN OFFICE | 828.526.8784 CASHIERS OFFICE | 828.547.0022 SAPPHIRE OFFICE | 828.507.3156 WILDCAT CLIFFS OFFICE | 828.526.4525
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Bryson’s Food Store
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The best meals start he

Wine Tasting every L hERS
Thursday 2 to 5p'ﬂ.ﬁ__¢__.“-_r:_-r‘...'-"n ...ﬁ::..h :

O-Ben daily
; 7:30a to 7:30p
s, NC - (828) 526-3775

Read Highlands Newspaper for free from everywhere ...
on the street or on the web.
Go to www.highlandsinfo.com.
Click on Local News.
Delivered and Uploaded every Thurs.AM

DOWNTOWN HIGHLANDS

TBD UPPER LAKE ROAD | $370,000 | MLS# 1001024

PRIME 0.4+ ACRE LOT JUST 1 MILE FROM MAIN
STREET, NESTLED ON BIG BEAR PEN

onntauin Lfi‘

BROKER | JOHN SHEEHAN | (404) 790-9716

* INVESTING AT 4,118
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Pleasantly prosperlng at home

any residents of High-
lands and Cashiers
have multiple finan-

cial assets. Their assets may be
in bonds, stocks, mutual funds,
ETFs, or annuities. They may
own portions of a business,
have private equity investments,
own valuable collections of art
or cars, or they may speculate in
precious metals or cryptocurren-
cies. Most of our residents are
savvy, or at least well informed,
and know how their investments
fare over time. When a Bull Mar-
ket is thundering, there is a sense
of satisfaction. Conversely, when a Bear
Market claws back value, fretting is heard.

Yet, how well does investing in your
primary or secondary home compare to
other types of investments, and what feel-
ings do you experience? I am not talking
about homes bought for rental investment
purposes, but rather your personal homes
used for personal use. Do you even know
what your home has returned to you over
the same period? If not, you should.

Let’s explore an example: As of Au-
gust 6, 2025, the S&P 500 has increased by
97.3% since January 1, 2020. If you invest-
ed $100 in the S&P 500 at the beginning
of 2020, you would have $197.30 today.

Did you know that if you had invest-
ed in a “average home” sold in our MLS,
you likely would have done better than the
S&P 5007 Year-to-date average home sales
prices have increased 136.8% when com-
paring 2020 to 2025. In other words, one
might argue that an average home invest-
ment in our MLS increased an additional
39.5% more than the S&P 500 returned
over the same period.

Will that always occur? No. Could
a particular stock investment have done
better than a particular home during that
same period? Absolutely yes, but I hope
you understand I am simply encouraging
our residents to recognize potential com-
parative returns from their own real estate.

A naysayer might shout that a home-
owner will have unique fees that reduce
that return, like HOA dues, utilities, insur-
ance, and property tax. I would counter
that the mentioned incremental 39.5%
comparative increase in home values
would have covered a lot of that.

Something to also consider is that
your gains in the S&P 500 and other tra-
ditional financial investment avenues ate
less likely to provide owners the following

John Sheehan, Broker
Mountain Life
Properties
828-239-8814

benefits over the same invest-
ment time period: Cherished
memories, a communal gath-
ering place, delightful dinners,
cocktails on a terrace, views to
sunrises and sunsets, breezes
through a porch, an escape
from the city, a new architec-
tural palate to shape and form,
and a landscape of flowers,
trees, hydrangeas, azaleas,
rhododendron and mountain
laurel. A home provides more
than a sense of satisfaction; it
can provide its owner a beam-
ing sense of pride.

Live a little. Consider buying an as-
pirational home rather than another an-
nuity. Enjoy lifel We REALTORS can
help.

e John Sheeban is a Broker at Mountain
Life Properties serving the luxury real estate
sales market. The Mountain Life Properties
team welcomes all to stop by their log cabin office
at 134 Maple Street, visit our website Moun-
tainl_ifeRE.com, or reach us at 828-239-8814.

e CHHS NEwse

Photo by Marti Boone

CHHS rescued beautiful Debra last summer
after she was found abandoned in Sylva.
Debra is one year old and she has a bit of, as
they say. .. “tortitude”. Debra is somewhat
wary of humans at first, but we feel this
tortie will “come out of her shell” with love
and patience in a gentle, calm environment
with another feline in the home. For more
information call (828)743-5752.
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EIGHT

ON OAK

Upscale & exclusive single family homes in the heart of Highlands, NC

Here, a fortunate few will experience homes made with exquisite craftsmanship and set in a postcard-perfect location,
all designed for balanced living between idyllic, intown connections and a landscape of untamed, natural beauty.

Discover a life of greater harmony at Eight on Oak.

299 OAK STREET, HHGHLANDS, NORTH CAROLINA 28741

Contact our sales team for more information.
PAT GLEESON: (828) 782-0472

DEBORAH “BEE” GLEESON: (404) 307-1415

PARKSIDE : . :
=-=! PARTNERS E BISHOPF avo BARTOS CN“HJHEL%S
. R — HiHARDY Cadiaiid —

Information is believed to be accurate, but not warranted. Specifi cation, pricing, and availability are subject to change without
notice. See agent for details. Renderings are approximate only and are not meant to be exact depictions. Drawings are not to scale.
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Monday - Thursday, 11am -3 pm
Friday - Saturday,11am - 8 pm

226 South 4th Street - Highlands, NC
Highlandsburrito.com

IGHLANDS DINING ®

Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p ¢ Sun. 11a to 7p
Closed Tuesdays

828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

..on the Verandah
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah
42 Years of Fine Dining

OPEN

7 nights

5:30-9p
828-526-2338

4US 64w » Highlands

www.ontheverandah.com

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern

at Hzghlander Mountain House
Open for
LUNCH
Wednesday-Saturday
11:30-3p
Open for
DINNER
B Wednesday-Saturday
5:30-9p
Open for

with Blue Grass music
10a-3p

290 Main Street * Highlands ¢ 828-526-2590
highlandermountainhouse.com

828-526-4035

| WILD THYME Gou RMET

R E B8 T A WU R A MT

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round

Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. * Highlands

S” Wi Open 7 Days
= for Lunch & Dinner

Lunch: 11a-3:30p
Dinner:
5:30p - closed

AHIGHLANDER MOUNTAIN HOUSE HOTEL

Now serving wine, |
beer & coffee!
Open to the public!

1]
" &;\ 4
¥ \Bar 8a to y
— Wine/Beer Bar:
Thurs-Sat 5-10p

} m North 41h Serect, Highlands |.'Wh-ﬁmm 828-483-7776
%,

STEAK* BURGER*CHICKEN*PORK
HOT DOGS* LAMB*SAUSAGE
TAKE AND BAKE SIDES AND DINNERS
FRESH SIDES, SANDWICHES & SALADS
BAKED GOODS*WINE*CHEESE
GOURMET FOOD & MORE!!
.,

A A y
:i"____..-"_.

Open:Tues.-Fri
493 Dillard Rd. « Highlands ¢ (828) 526-2762

The Secret Garden

Sandwich shop and
gourmet food market

m Open Year-Round
“ Mon.-Fri.. 1 [:30a to 4p
Sat., noon-7

Call (828) 305-7509 to place a pick-up order.

Catering and Custom Charcuterle

Courtyardiand Ind00r=Sea ing!

208 N. 5th St -Vlllage Square Next to P|ne St Park

— 9a-5:30p; Sat. — 9a-5p: Closed Sun. & Mon.

OPEN FOR OUR 36th SEASON

EST. H_‘.:_,‘-‘“-';—'r‘ 1990

LAKESIDE

RESTAURANT

Open Tuesday - Saturda}r

Dinner Starts |

531 Smallwood Ave | 828-526-9419 | nghlands
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29 19
Ice Cream Popsicle
Flavors! Flavors!
bt

o o =
Summit Sweet Ice Cream Shop
In Wright Square ¢ 173 Main Street
Open 7 days a week 1 1a to 8p.

/l uﬂ_l ¥ tha
S roli] fj’ﬁ DS
Japanese * Asian * Thai

A P

Open: Mon. to Sun. (Closed Wed.)
Lunch 11:30a to 3p * Dinner 4:30p-9:30p
828-787-1680 « 828-787-1900
151 Helens Barn Ave. * Highlands
OPEN: Monday-Saturday | la to 9p
e

EL AGAVE
oINS, /‘

MEXICAN RESTAURANT
& TEQUILA BAR

72 Highlands Plaza * Highlands « 828-482-2974

PSS

Thank you, Pastor Forrester

Dear Editor,

Thank you for including Spiritually Speaking in the
Highlands newspaper.

Pastor Sam Forrester hit the bull’s eye this week in his
column “What do men need to do?” Believers are indeed
instructed to raise our children in the way they SHOULD go.
This takes time and perseverance, patience, knowledge and
most of all determination. But it also takes parents knowing
and practicing life according to God’s design as found in His
book the Bible.

Young patrents who are trying to work several jobs,
attend sporting events, and keep the home harmonious
instead of dissonant, need to be supported and encouraged
by older folks who worked diligently at raising their own
children. Young parents need cheetleaders not demeaning
critics. They also need mentors who succeeded at raising
their own children.

Eli the High Priest was cited in Pastor Forrester’s op-ed.
Sadly Eli seemed not even to notice his children’s ways until
God spoke through young Samuel, Eli’s protégé about Eli’s
sons and their selfish wayward practices. Did Eli ever confess
his error? Or was he too proud and too important to humble
himself, beg for forgiveness and correct? Godly men must
and do ask for forgiveness often!

Oh, what would the world be like if we cancelled our
own pride, asked for some help and advice, and then were
grateful when some sweet soul pulled alongside us to walk
and guide us around the potholes?

Poor Eli did not. His sons died, and he did as well
before he could correct, turn from his ways, abandon his
pride, beg for forgiveness and start over. Eli died without
another courageous man drawing alongside of him as his
cane and guide.

But as Pastor Forrester taught in his column, there ARE
men in our towns who ARE gifted and knowledgeable on
how to navigate the hurdles in raising Godly men. They are
as Forrester stated, often found in Bible teaching churches,
and many will make time for young fathers who need help
and guidance. Young fathers are humbled by the huge task at
hand to raise and train young sons and daughters for a strong
and successful future life. They are called to be the head of
their households, not the tyrants. But they often need some
understanding and patient help.

e See LETTERS page 8

PUPLIC NOTICE

ANNUAL MEETING
MIRROR LAKE IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION

WED., AUGUST 20, 2025

5PM-7PM
HIGHLAND’S COMMUNITY BUILDING
AGENDA
¢ Dredging Update
* Fundraising
e Park Proposal
* Panel Discussion + Q&A

¢ Election of Officers

Dear Highlands Community...

century, I’ve been neglected and ignored. I've

survived uncontrolled construction runoff,
hurricanes, pollutants from unknown sources, and
unregulated water release. As a designated North
Carolina Trout Stream, it breaks my heart that I can
no longer shelter trout in my waters — my streambed
has become too shallow and too warm. I remember
when families used to paddle through my bays and
channels, but now they lie choked by sediment and
deadfall.

Iam Mirror Lake, and for more than half a

I need your help... and now is the time.

This year, there is hope. A dedicated group
of my neighbors have begun the crucial work of
dredging my waters — a chance to restore me to
health. Through the summer months, they will work
to remove years of accumulated sediment, giving me
back my depth and clarity. I know there will be some
disruption — unusual sounds and activity along my
shores — but please understand that this temporary
disturbance is my chance at renewal.

Remember me as I once was: a haven for trout,
a playground for paddlers, a peaceful retreat for all
who visited my shores. With yout support, I can be
that place again.

But I cannot do this alone. The Mirror Lake
Improvement Association (MLIA) has established
a Dredging Fund to support this vital work. If
you value my presence in our community, if you
remember the joy I once brought, or if you dream
of the beauty I can be again, please consider
contributing, Your generous donation will help
secure my future for generations to come.

To help restore my waters, please contact

Pat Gleeson at 828.782.0472.

During the project, you'll notice changes:

* Dredging equipment along my shores

* Varying water levels as the work
progtresses

* Construction sounds during working hours

* Some areas’ traffic will be temporarily
restricted for safety

But imagine what I can become again — clear,
deep, healthy waters teeming with life. A restored
Mirror Lake, ready to serve as your community
treasure once more.

Thank you for hearing my voice. Thank you
for caring, Thank you for helping me become whole
again.
With hope and gratitude,
Mirror Lafke
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In the HEART of downtown Highlands
537 + 555 N 5th Street

4.80 acres +2 homes + barn

MLS # R103334 Offered for $5,950,000 Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742

AndreaGabbard @gmail.com

HIGHLANDS
EXPERTISE

ELEVATED
EXPERIENCE

= Highlands resident
for 17 years

= Representing buyers and
sellers across the Plateau

m Seamless service from
Atlanta to the mountains

= Backed by 78+ years of
Dorsey Alston trust

LET'S TALK
Brian Seifried,REALTOR®
770.309.1143

[DORSEY ALSTON

REALTORS®

404.352.2010

..LETTERS continued from page 7

Thank you, Pastor Forrester, for your
great advice. Often the road young fathers
must travel, simply needs a tour guide who
has done this trip successfully before! Now
is the time for Godly men to step up and
humbly walk with young fathers who yearn
to produce fine children who will count in
Highlands, our country and beyond.

Diann Catlin
Highlands

Employers need to
keep their
employees’ safety
in mind

Dear Editor,

Am I the only one who cringes and says
a prayer for the workers as they make their
way on foot to (and from) the restaurants,
shops, and businesses in the Town of
Highlands? The pathways they have to walk
on, to the side of the roads on the Dillard,
Franklin and Walhalla roads, is obviously not
wide enough and separate enough from the
traffic to call it anything but a crap shoot
that someone wouldn’t be mistakenly hit.
The worst thing? You cant really see them!!

I strongly think that their Employers
should consider issuing and requiring Safety
Vests be worn by these folks as they make
their way to and from work. The time is
now....before it’s too late.

Bob McEver
Highlands, NC

Highlands needs

and benefits from

an increasing tax
base

Dear Editor,

The Mayor’s weekly post has twice
noted the building activity that is currently
underway in the Riverwalk community and I
thought it would be helpful to provide some
perspective from someone living in River-
walk. As background, Leslie and I bought
our house in 2012 and live here yearround.
As a member of the community and the
Riverwalk board, I have had the pleasure of

working with Curated Communities, and its
owner Dustin Hirschfeld.

The appeal of Riverwalk, with its’
proximity to town and our ability to enjoy
walks down Cullasaja, is now being realized
by a local builder, someone who is a mem-
ber of our community. Dustin and his wife
Sarah have lived in Highlands since 2020
and his six-year-old son Harrison goes to
school here. He is building a home for his
parents in Riverwalk and plans on building
a home for his family as well. Curated Com-
munities employs over 60, making him one
of the larger employers in the town. His
building activities also support the broader
business community. He is committed to
Highlands and the broader atea.

Over the next several years, the Riv-
erwalk board, working with Dustin, will be
making over $600,000 in improvements to
the Riverwalk community. Dustin is com-
mitted to responsible building practices and
has partnered with the Riverwalk commu-
nity and the town to achieve that objective.
The town’s code enforcement officer fre-
quently drives through our community to
monitor and ensure compliance.

Progress does have its cost — building
homes is not a quiet endeavor and Dustin
has demonstrated his willingness to work
with his neighbors. It’s important to note
that Dustin will be adding over $50 million
in real estate values to our tax base. The
town has been consistently improving our
community with more sidewalks, road im-
provements, and a new fulltime staffed fire-
house to name a few. Those improvements
require upfront and ongoing maintenance
costs.

Our community has been fortunate to
have the Williams and Woodruff families as
benefactors, but that won’t continue. I won-
der if at a different time, the community
would have to work as hard to raise money
for the new playground? Our community
must plan on supporting our cost structure
through our tax base; additions to our tax
base are integral to supporting improve-
ments to our way of life. I don’t believe
there is status quo — if you are not moving
forward, you are moving backwards.

Todd Boney
Riverwalk community
Highlands

$50,000 ESTATE SALE * FRIDAY AND SATURDAY,AUG.29 AND 30 - 9AMTO 5PM
POLE BARN FULL OF ANTIQUES AND COLLECTIBLES OVER 50YEARS OLD.

Old, new, and black powder guns, Civil war items and much, much more. Friday and Saturday,Aug. 29 and 30.* 9am to 5 pm.
505 Shirley Pressley Road. Glenville, N C.* Check or Cash. Lots of parking.




Highlands Hurricanes win
2025 MSL All Star Meet

By Steve Hott
Head Coach

On Saturday, July 19 the Highlands
Hurricanes traveled to the new Jackson
County Aquatics Center to swim in the
2025 Mountain Swim League (MSL) All
Star Meet against Franklin Amateur Swim
Team (FAST), Jackson County Swim Team
(JCST), Cherokee County Aquatics Club
(CCAC), and Smoky Mountain Aquatics
Club - based in Waynesville (SMAC).

Highlands won.

Leading the way were Jr. Olympians
Jasmine Abranyi, and in his last appearance
at 2 MSL All Star Meet, Finneaus Garner,
both who were awarded the trophy for
most valuable swimmer in their age/gen-
der classification.

Right behind them were Jr. Olympians
Emma Dennisoff, Aniah McKim, Dodo
Zhang, and Elizabeth Burnett all who were
awarded the trophy for 2nd most valuable
swimmer in their age/gender group.

Jr. Olympians Hayden Bysura and
Bella Bysura won the 3rd place most valu-
able swimmer trophy in their age/gender

group.

Emilina Hernandez and Tuca Maseko
were 3rd place trophy winners for their age
group.

Also swimming well for the Hurricanes
was Asa Garner with 14, Rocco Basil 13,
and Jr. Olympians Justin Powell with 12.

Emily Mason, Lucas Zabrian, and Zana
Maseko each scored 10 pts.; Morgan Mason
had 9, Max Basil 6, Ellie Bysura, Nikita Den-
isoff and Jr. Olympian Jaycee Powell scored
5.

Ivan Shchelgachov scored 4, Hananiah
Edwards and Jr. Olympian Jack Sumner
scored 3, Kathetine Wise and an ill Tan Ba-
tista scored 2. Brother and sister Max and
Agatha Jestin swam well.

The Highlands Hurricanes Swim
Team is a Highlands Recreation Park Team
that practices mostly in the evenings at the
Highlands Recreation Park Pool. The only
requirement for a prospective swimmer to
join the team is that they must be able to
swim 25 yards (the length of the Recreation
Park Pool) unassisted. For more informa-
tion, please call Steve Hott, Head Coach at
828.421.4121.
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Back by popular demand!

August 21 - 24
and 28 - 31

Thursday & Friday at

Get your tickets at
HighlandsCashiersPlayers.com
or by calling the PAC Box Office

at 828-526-2147
i | Highlands Performing Arts
Center - 507 Chestnut Street

MOUNTAINTOP
ART AND CRAFTSHOW

23-24 | AUGUST | 2025
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SIP AND STROLL
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OsPITAL NEwS ®

HC Hospital’s CEO provides update on current state of the hospital, Part 2

is month, in the second installment of
’I“;W State of the Hospital report, I am
pleased to talk about additional excit-

ing things going on at Highlands-Community
Hospital (HCH), and others we’re planning

and anticipating, As always, our wonderful

team drives our work, facilitates change, and
nurtures our growth.

First, I would like to highlight the role that
HCA Healthcare’s Hope Fund played in offer-
ing critical emergency financial assistance to
our HCH team members who faced hardships

0% o
leanin®
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g

c;n-5p

Main Street

Open for the last 40 years, Shiraz has been offering wholesale prices to the public on its
entire inventory of genuinely hand-woven oriental rugs. Thousands of antique and
contemporary pieces from around the world.

HAND CLEANING ¢ RESTORATION ¢ APPRAISALS

FR E,
&
De/ivery

(828) 526-5759
* Oak Square

Highlands, NC 28741
www.shirazruggalleries.com

v i ks A i
HOWROOMS:
TAMPA - NAPLES * SARASOTA
ORLANDO

(828) 550-3344

Restore your youthful appearance;
Enhance your facial beauty.

209 Hospital Drive, Ste. 304
Jane Woodruff Clinic Bldg ¢ Highlands

www.wenzelfacialsurgery.com

Dr. Wenzel offers state-of-the-art
cosmetic procedures including
rhinoplasty, facelifts, eyelid surgery,

lers and more.

Call today
for a
onsultation.
(828)
550-3344

and loss from the unprecedented
natural disaster that our community
faced last fall and is still dealing with
in many ways — Hurricane Helene.

The Hope Fund exists to help
HCA Healthcare colleagues who
experience crises, from an extended
illness, domestic violence, or the
death of a loved one to, in our case,
the upending effects of the storm.
Since it was established in 2005 to
July of last year, the Hope Fund
has helped over 55,000 colleagues
and their families get through the
toughest of times. Funding comes
from team members themselves
and is matched by HCA Healthcare. In addition
to colleague contributions and matches, affili-
ated physicians, vendors, patients, and members
of the general public can make tax-deductible
donations. These combined sources of aid have
raised and distributed $107 million since the
Hope Fund began.

I’'m grateful we have had this resource that
our team members can turn to.

Another important consideration in the
life and future of HCH is growth, and capi-
tal investment from HCA Healthcare is what
nurtures this. Since January of this yeat, con-
struction for the addition of new magnetic res-
onance imaging (MRI) and computed tomog-
raphy (CT) suites has been ongoing. As part of
this project, we have also been building a new
therapy gym that patients will get much use
from, and an expansion of our lab. Our new CT
suite is slated for completion in August, while
the new MRI suite and therapy gym ate due to
be done in September.

I'd also like to take the opportunity to high-
light our sister facility, the Eckerd Living Center.
Our 80-bed skilled nursing facility offers top-
notch care to residents, and HCH is right here
to provide more care if a resident needs it. An
interdisciplinary team that includes administra-

py
Tom Neal CEO, CNO
Highlands-Cashiers
Hospital

tors, physicians, nurse managers,
social workers, dieticians, and
therapists all collaborate to de-
liver excellent, personalized care
to residents. This includes cus-
tomized medical treatment plans,
therapeutic services, and medi-
cation management. Residents’
chronic conditions and overall
health are well managed, and ev-
erything is done to keep residents
independent and  connected
to each other, since emotional
health is every bit as important as
physical health. To achieve this,
we offer a wide variety of on-site
activities and outings to residents, and our
facility is also equipped with a serene, wheel-
chair-accessible garden.

I'would be remiss if 1 didn’t mention that
HCH has received HCA Healthcare’s Unit of
Distinction and Press Ganey’s Guardian of
Excellence awards for 2024. Press Ganey is a
healthcare company that helps facilities mea-
sure patient experience, physician satisfaction,
and other important industry metrics. The
HCA Healthcare Unit of Distinction award
recognizes the top ERs in HCA Healthcare
for quality, patient experience, and team sat-
isfaction. We are so proud of our ER nurses,
doctors, and support staff for attaining this
high mark for outstanding care.

The Guardian of Excellence award is
coveted and recognizes healthcare facilities
that provide unmatched care, leading to su-
petior patient experiences. This is the third
year our Emergency Department has received
the Guardian of Excellence award. Our ER’s
patient experience scotes consistently rank in
the 99th percent of all ERs.

With a talented team, abundant com-
munity support, and an eye toward the future,
HCH is poised to continue to soat, while we
provide excellent care that you can count on.

B

Open Mon.-Sun. at noon. Closed Wed. ¢ 718-66
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...RACE continued from page 1

called the mayor
and told him he was
dropping out which
was verified by this
newspaper.

“I realized there
is too much involved
in being mayor,” said
Ordner. “Its a big
task. So I’'m gone and
sitting on the side-
lines.”

According  to
Campaign  Finance
Director with the
MC Board of Elec-
tions Judy Fritts, for
the withdrawal to be
official Ordner must
go to the office and
fill out withdrawal
paperwork.

Ordner said he JimTate
plans on going there
Thursday, Aug; 14.

As in every election, write-

ins are accepted for all candidate
slots.

..MJAYOR continued from page 2

ing for new DOT sidewalk proj-
ects. Highlands does have two
sidewalk projects high on that
list. One is the sidewalk for NC
106, and the other is for a side-
walk on US 64 or Franklin Road.

The NC 106 sidewalk proj-
ect failed to receive special grant
funding a while back. The side-
walk is estimated to cost 1.1 mil-
lion dollars and would run from
the Highlands Plaza shopping
center to the Highlands Country
Club area. The Franklin Road
sidewalk would go from the Bas-
com Will Henry Steven’s Cov-

ered Bridge to Mirror Lake Road
and is estimated to cost $2.4 mil-
lion. As part of the cost of these
projects, DOT would expect the
town to cover 20% of the total
costs. Do not expect these side-
walks to be funded overnight; it
will take some time.

Also, NCDOT is planning to
replace the C. Tom Bryson Bridge
on US 64 between Franklin and
Highlands. That project is two or
more years away from starting.
Once underway, it will take sev-
eral years to complete.
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Thank You, Brian Stiehler!

Brian is retiring from the Board of Commissioners after fourteen years of
service to the residents of Highlands.

Brian has been an even-handed advocate for smart economic growth,
environmental protection and the preservation of our neighborhoods. He
has been a great steward of our resources and a great citizen of
Highlands.

We are fortunate he is remaining in the area and will continue to
champion community improvements, like the work he is doing for the
new playground.

Join us in thanking Brian. You can also show your appreciation by making
a donation to the new playground at www.highlandsplay.net.

THANKS BRIAN!

L

HIGHLANDS
NEIGHBORHOOD COALITION

FRESERVE | FROTECT | ADVOCATE

WWW. HigHanclsNei ghborhoodCoalition.com

Read Highlands Newspaper for free from everywhere ...
on the street or on the web.Go to www.highlandsinfo.com.
Click on Local News. Delivered and Uploaded every Thurs.AM

Open House — Sat. & Sun. Aug.
1302 nghlans Mountain Club

16 & 17, noon to 3p

3/BD, 2BA turn-key upstairs unit.
Updated, beautiful and furnished with
stunning year-round views of
5 mountain ranges.
Highlands Mountain Club, near
Highlands Country Club, is a 55+ club
with all the amenities.
[]E For more information, call Laura Cook
; at 470-316-4420 or email
laurahcook60@gmail.com.

Offered for $730,000
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Charitable
Giving
Strategies
Presentation

September 17,2025
12:00 - 1:30 PM

Highlands Community Building
869 N 4th St, Highlands, NC

Join us for an insightful presentation designed to empower both
non-profit organizations and individual donors. Whether you're
part of a non-profit seeking innovative ways to engage
supporters, or an individual exploring meaningful and strategic
ways to give, this event will provide valuable tools and guidance
to help you create a lasting legacy. Lunch will be provided for
registered attendees.

RobinCook; CWS®);,
CTFA® Sr. VP &

Prosperity Advisor

Julie Upshaw;
Attorney at Law

Co-Hosted by:

) SUNCOAST

| |
Highlands, NC Tampa,FL  Sanibel, FL

For registration details, email msherwood@suncoastequity.com or call

828-487-8009

eClLE EVENTSS®

Religion, literature, science and history at
the Center for Life Enrichment

Check out the
monthly specials for
August

—WREJUVENATE
B\

20% Oy
a—

LASER CENTER

SculpSure
Laser Body Contouring

No downtime!

Non-Invasive, Non surgical
hody enhancement

The O2 Lift Facial

% Tones and sculpts
" the body
Bring your skin back to life with
this luxurious, oxygenating
treatment that refreshes and
revitalizes for instantly radiant,
luminous skin.

Eliminates fat

: ﬂ cells, permancently!

Franklin: 828-349-1280
Highlands: 828-482-4430

www.rejuvenatelasercenter.com

By Martha Pearson
CLE President

The audiences at the Center for Life
Enrichment’s programs this summer have
come to expect engaging speakers on fasci-
nating and often timely topics. The last two
weeks of the season will continue with that
tradition closing the CLE season of aca-
demic presentations with an all-star cast of
speakers, many familiar to the Plateau.

Jeffrey Small, author and scholar of
wortld religions, as well as a CLE favorite, will
present two lectures. In the first, he explores
how the world’s religious traditions conceive
of heaven and eternal life. Can religious tra-
ditions other than our own enlighten our
views on the meaning of salvation? Can
we find salvation during this life? These are
the questions he will consider on Monday,
August 18th from 2-4p at his lecture en-
titled, Who Goes to Heaven? Perspectives
on Eternal Life from the World’s Religions.
He then takes up the even more complex
problem of the existence of evil and suf-
fering in the world. Eastern and Western
religious traditions approach this problem
in very different ways. While both recognize
the imperfections in our lives, they prescribe

different paths to understanding them. This
lecture, titled, The Necessity of Imperfec-
tion: Grappling with Evil and Suffering in
the World’s Religions, will be on Tuesday,
August 19th from 10a to noon.

High Country Wine and Provisions
and CLE will host one of the most highly
acclaimed authors of the Southeastern
United States. Ron Rash, the Parris Distin-
guished Professor in Appalachian Cultural
Studies at Western Carolina University, will
discuss the major themes of his life’s work:
eight novels, seven collections of short sto-
ries and four volumes of poetry. Professor
Brian Railsback, Professor of English at
WCU and Rash’s colleague, will offer an in-
troductory lecture to Rash’s body of work
and Rash will read from selections of his
poetry and fiction. Rash will answer ques-
tions from the audience and Dr. Railsback.
This presentation, Words from the Heart:
an Evening with Ron Rash on Life, Litera-
ture, and Legacy, will be on Wednesday, Au-
gust 20th from 5:30-7:30p. CLE is pleased
to share that a portion of the proceeds
from this event will be donated to the Lit-
eracy and Learning Center, to support their

e See CLE page 13

The Rich Get Richer
and the Poor Get Poorer

his is a fact of life that reasonable people can agree on.The
rich increase their wealth at the expense of workers who
can’t afford health insurance, and struggle to pay rent/the
mortgage, and put food on the table.
Historically there is a tipping point, which is where we are heading
today.We need better leaders and better education to have a soci-
ety where everyone gets a fair shake.
We need a coordinated master plan which includes all progres-
sive organizations! Bucking the System, available on Amazon under
Books, addresses income inequality and what we can do about it.




..CLE continued from page 12

mission of providing educational and en-
richment opportunities free of charge for
all ages.

The work of another local author, Dr.
James Costa, Executive Director of the
Highlands Biological Station, will be fea-
tured at a cocktail reception on Thursday,
August 21st from 4-6p. Dr. Costa will dis-
cuss his book, Darwin and the Art of Bot-
any: Observations on the Curious World of
Plants. This book spotlights 45 fascinating
plants Darwin studied, and each is illus-
trated with beautiful, historical botanical
artwork curated by Costa’s co-author Bobbi
Angell from the Library at the Oak Spring
Garden Foundation in Upperville, Virginia.

In The Future of Nuclear Power — An
Insider’s Perspective, John Kotek, Senior
Vice President for Policy and Public Affairs
at the Nuclear Energy Institute, will address
the important topic of next-generation
nuclear energy systems. He will explain the
growth in demand for clean electricity driv-
en by data centers and Al companies, and
how nuclear energy fits into meeting that
demand as well as the plans of US utilities
to decarbonize electricity generation.

Finally, Dr. Catherine Lewis, Professor
of History at Kennesaw State University
and Assistant Vice President of Museums,
Archives and Rare Books at KSU will pres-
ent two lectures. She will examine the role

CASHIERS

of women in World War II, which she calls
a “woman’s war” because of the numer-
ous and varied roles women played in that
global conflict. As the title, Beyond Rosie:
Women and World War II, suggests, Lewis
will show that women were not only war-
time production workers, but also served in
auxiliary military units, in resistance groups,
as journalists and USO performers, among
many others. Lewis then focuses on Holly-
wood’s role in the Wotld War II effort. She
will examine how Hollywood supported
the war producing newsreels, military com-
bat footage, short films, cartoons and full-
length features with which we are all still
familiar, including Casablanca. Rosie will be
presented on Monday, August 25th from 2
to 4p and Hollywood on Tuesday, August
26th from 10a to noon..

With the exception of the Rash and
Costa events, these presentations will take
place at CLE’ Lecture Hall, located in the
Peggy Crosby Center at 348 South 5th
Street. The cost for each program is $30 for
CLE members and $40 for nonmembers.
Walk-ins are welcome. For more informa-
tion about those programs or to register
for either the Rash or Costa events which
are $70 for CLE members and $80 for non-
members, please visit clehighlands.com or
call (828) 526-8811.

DESIGNER

SHOWHOUSE

AN
y

.
i

August 22+ = 30 2025

Tickets are $50 in advance and $60 at the door.

FEATURING:

SHOWHOUSE TOURS
COMMUNITY EVENTS
THE SHOWHOUSE SHOPS
ART AUCTION

Visit CashiersHistory.org for tickets and to learn more.
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N Highlands-Cashiers

Cl€)Center for Life Enrichment

Program Highlights

Unveiling the Smokies: How Discover Life in
America (DLiA) is Mapping the Hidden Biodiversity
of the Great Smoky Mountains

Presenter: Todd Witcher, Friday, August 15, 10am-noon, f-~
$30 Members /$40 Nonmembers

Night Visions: Unlocking the Secrets of
Photography After Dark

Presenter: Kevin Adams, Monday, August 18,
10am-noon, $30 Members /$40 Nonmembers

Who Goes to Heaven? Perspectives on
Eternal Life from the World's Religions

Presenter: Jeffrey Small, Monday, August 18,
2-4pm, $30 Members /$40 Nonmembers

The Necessity of Imperfection: Grappling
with Evil and Suffering in the World's
Religions

Presenter: Jeffrey Small, Tuesday, August 19,
10am-noon, $30 Members /$40 Nonmembers

Alcohol Inks (Advanced Art Workshop)
Instructor: Mary Cavaioli, Tuesday, August 19,
2-4pm, $85 Members /$95 Nonmembers

Words from the Heart: An Evening with
Ron Rash on Life, Literature, and Legacy
Presenters: Ron Rash and Brian Railsback, Wednesday,
August 20, 5:30-7:30pm, $70 Members /$80
Nonmembers, Location: High Country Wine & Provisions

Author Reception: Darwin and the Art of Botany
Presenter: Dr. Jim Costa, Thursday, August 21, 4-6pm, $70
Members /$80 Nonmembers

The Future of Nuclear Power - An Insiders
Perspective

Presenter: John Kotek, Friday, August 22, 10am-noon,
$30 Members /$40 Nonmembers

Beyond Rosie: Women and World War Il
Presenter: Dr. Catherine Lewis, Monday, August 25,
2-4pm, $30 Members /$40 Nonmembers

—_—

Hollywood Goes to War
Presenter: Dr. Catherine Lewis, Tuesday, August 26, 10am-
noon, $30 Members /$40 Nonmembers

Call (828) 526-8811 or visit

www.clehighlands.com to register today!
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HiciaH LANDS

NORTH CAROLINA

THE HEIGHT OF HAPPINESS | ELEV. 4118

Each Friday and Saturday night from May through
September, the Highlands Chamber of Commerce/
Visit Highlands, NC hosts live music downtown.

i s or our Auguatconcert!

All shows take place from 6 - 8:30 p.m.

Town Square | 343 Main Street

Gitodbg on P

Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park
411-499 Pine Street

Featuring a variety of popular,
regional bands and musicians

Showcasing traditional
mountain music and local talent

AUGUST 1 AUGUST 2
Ezra & Katie High 5
AUGUST 8 AUGUST9
McClain Family Band HC Oakes Band
AUGUST 15 AUGUST 30

Shawn Lane Trio, Southside Station

Featuring Lane Brothers

AUGUST 22
Spare Parts Bluegrass Band

AUGUST 29
The Foxfire Boys

visithighlandsnc.com

Pickleball
Tourny a
success

Mountaintop Rotary
President Andy Walker
presented member Sue
Aery with the “Above
and Beyond Award”
for her hard work in
orchestrating a very
successful Pickleball

E Tournament.

RBtianheajeys
abmuthoo'sclalk

Mountaintop Rotary President Andy
Walker presents a gift to Diane Pike
Heiler following her presentation at
Monday evening’s meeting. Diane is the @
author of “AWidow’s Fire” which is ¥
an intimate memoir of widowhood’s
heartbreak, survival and moving
forward.

HFCC awards scholarship to
summer employee

ﬁ Highlands Falls Country Club is pleased to award $5,000 in
scholarship funds to Leland Martin. He is pursuing study in turf
management at Catawba Valley Community College.

Open for
Lunch
11a to 3p

Open Tues. - Sat.
Pet Friendly Place Where Friends Meet
With the same menu, low prices, FREE coffee and an older more mellow attitude!
Come by for a visit and enjoy those Appalachian Fries and a Gyro!
Salads e Pitas ¢ Burgers ¢ Philly Cheese Steak ¢ Shrimp Pita ® Susan’s Rueben
Italian Sausage ® Appalachian Fries ® Onion Rings ¢ Jambalaya ¢ Kabobs
Shrimp Gumbo e Soups

Dine in or Call in your order for Pickup! e 828-482-1513
462 Dillard Road, Highlands (across from Dusty’s)




..CELL PHONES continued from page 1

Highlands School. The existing
policy states students are only
allowed to use cellular devices
including smart watches and
headphones in the non-academ-
ic areas in the building during
non-academic time.

Non-academic time is de-
fined as before school (before
7:55 a.m.), after school (after
3:10 p.m.), during high school
break, and during high school
lunch. Elementary and Middle
School students can only use
electronic devices before and af-
ter school.

Highlands ~ School  cell
phone usage policy includes the
following parameters that ap-
ply to the use of the previously
listed electronics when they are
used in the building:

* Devices may only be used
in non-academic areas (defined
above)

* Devices may only be used
during the approved times (listed
above)

* Phone calls can only be
made or received outside by the
picnic table areas.

* Ringtones must be turned
off when the phone is in the
building,

* Devices may be used to lis-
ten to music, but only via head-
phones or earbuds, no sound
should be audible to others.

* Devices must be turned
off when entering a classroom,
unless the teacher has given spe-
cific, prior permission for the
device to be on.

* Devices are subject to
be confiscated by teachers if a
student is using them or they
are turned on in the classroom
without the teacher’s prior per-
mission.

* Electronic devices may
also be used in the Media Center
within the above rules and with
the Media Specialist’s prior per-
mission.

*  Highlands School is
not responsible for any lost or
stolen items.

Students who do not com-
ply with the above expectations
are subject to the following con-

sequences:

1st Offense: Teacher will
confiscate device, communicate
with parents, and hold the device
until the end of the school day.

2nd Offense: Teacher will
confiscate the device and turn it
into administration. Administra-
tors will communicate with par-
ents and hold the device until the
end of the school day, when stu-
dents can pick up.

3rd Offense: Teacher will
confiscate the device and turn it
into administration. Administra-
tors will schedule a conference
with parents and students and
be returned to parents/guard-
ians. Students will be required to
turn in (7:55a) and pick up (3:10p)
the device daily for a specified
amount of time as discussed in
the administrative meeting,

“I do think cell phones inter-
rupt school learning if not used
in the way stated in the High-
lands School policy,” said Prin-
cipal Sarah Holbrooks. “I think
cell phones should be allowed in
schools; however, they shouldn’t
be allowed in learning environ-
ments.”

“I don’t mind at all for stu-
dents to have cell phones with
them at school as long as they are
following the appropriate expec-
tations for cell phones at school,”
she added. “T realize our parents
and families often depend on this
communication for transporta-
tion and after school activities.”

The state’s new cell phone
law allows for exceptions, such as
when a teacher authorizes phone
use for educational purposes or in
emergencies, or when a student’s
individualized ~education  pro-
gram (IEP) or 504 plan requires
it. Another exception would be
to manage a student’s health care,
in accordance with a documented
medical condition such as if stu-
dents use their phones to monitor
their blood glucose levels.

The law also mandates that
schools teach social media litera-
cy to students including internet
safety and wireless device policy.
As required by the new law, a so-
cial media curriculum must be

developed and added to the stan-
dard course of study. The cur-
riculum, which should educate
students on the downsides of
social media and how to navigate
misinformation, must be in place
by the 2026-2027 school year.

According to the North Car-
olina School Boards Association
many school districts across the
state have policies banning cell
phones during instructional time;
however, the policies differ from
district to district. Policies range
from schools banning student
cell phone usage during the en-
tire school day while others allow
students to use cell phones and
other devices during non-instruc-
tional time such as during breaks,
lunches and class changes.

Currently the latter is the
policy in effect at Franklin High
School.

North Carolina joins the 31
other states and the District of
Columbia who have implemented
requirements for school districts
to ban or restrict students’ use of
cell phones in schools. Growing
concerns about the negative im-
pact cell phones have on students’
academics and mental health have
prompted schools around the na-
tion to take action to fight this
problem.

The Macon County Board
of Education will discuss the new
law and how it wants to imple-
ment it throughout the district
at this week’s work session. In
addition to Highlands School
and Franklin High School, sev-
eral other schools in the district
already have some sort of cell
phone usage policy.

At Bartram Academy, stu-
dents have to turn in cell phones,
wireless head phones and watches
to the school office each day or
must leave the devices in their car.
Last fall, Macon Early College
implemented a policy in which
students put their cell phones in a
pouch during the school day.

Local school districts will
have until January 1, 2026 to
implement their cell phone usage
policy.
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The Highlands-Cashiers Film Festival is Thursday-
Sunday, Sept. 18-21 and features four days of competition
film screenings, workshops and presentations by emerging

filmmakers, actors, acclaimed industry presenters and award-
winning professionals.

All genres will be showcased, including features, docu-
mentaries, shorts, and international films on the Main Stage
at PAC and in the Martin-Lipscomb Theatre.

For the complete schedule and tickets go to
www.highlandscashiersfilmfestival.com

Why the Highlands-Cashiers
Film Festival could be your new
September tradition

By Megan Lewicki

From September 18-21, Highlands will try something it’s never
done before — a film festival of its own. Over four days, the High-
lands Performing Arts Center will host screenings, discussions, and
gatherings that bring filmmakers and audiences into the same room.
It’s a first for the Plateau, but it already feels like a natural fit.

Highlands has always had a way of drawing creative people
here. Some come for the quiet. Others for the light in the mornings
or the sense of time slowing down. You see their work in the galler-
ies, on the concert stage, in the plays that pop up at the PAC. The
festival is simply another way to shate stories — this time, flickering
across a screen.

The program isn’t designed to overwhelm; it’s designed to in-
vite. There are films with local roots, like The Gardener, shot entirely
in Highlands. There are international features and classics, and there
are sessions where you can hear directly from the people who lit the
scenes, built the sets, or brought the characters to life. You can wan-
der in for a single event or follow the thread all weekend.

Sunday’s Awards Event will close things out — not with red
carpets and paparazzi, but with the kind of gathering Highlands
does best: people in conversation, remembering moments from the
weekend and making connections that might lead to the next project.

For a town this size, a film festival is more than entertainment.
It’s a reason for people to sit together in a darkened room and see
the world — and sometimes their own streets — through a different
lens. Whether this becomes a September tradition will depend on the
people in the seats and the conversations in between.

In that way, the weekend is as much about community as it is
about cinema — a reminder that stories come alive when they’re
shared, and that gathering to watch them can be as powerful as the
stories themselves. Maybe that’s the real promise of the Highlands-
Cashiers Film Festival: not just the films, but the connections that
spark when stories, strangers, and neighbors meet in the same room.
In a town where it’s easy to wave across Main Street but harder to sit
down and talk, a weekend like this makes space for those moments.
And if we’re lucky, they’ll linger long after the credits roll.

For complete schedule and tickets go to
www.highlandscashiersfilmfestival.com
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%@/Community Shredding Event

Dispose of your sensitive documents
and help our environment!

Friday, August 22, 2025
Highlands Plaza
(Near Bryson'’s Food Store)
9am - 12pm

Benefitting: The Gordon Center,
Highlands Child Care Development Center
and the Literacy & Learning Center

For more information:
events@highlandschamber.org
828-526-5841

This event is made possible by the Highlands Chamber of Commerce/
Visit Highlands, N.C.

STUART SLOAN, REAL ESTATE LAW
828-482-8088 STU@SLOANVANHOOK.COM

e Biz/ORG NEWS ®

Rendering of new church now under construction at Our Lady of the Mountan site in Highlands.

Architect leading White House ballroom
construction designed
Our Lady of the Mountain new church

By Mary Margaret Olohan

Construction on the new White House
ballroom will soon begin led by Washing-
ton, D.C., architect James McCrery.

McCrery, who practices classical and
traditional architecture, is the founder of
McCrery Architects and a professor of
architecture at the Catholic University of
America.

Some of his past work includes the
Knoxville, TN based Cathedral of the
Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, Our Lady of
the Mountains Church in Highlands, NC,
and St. Mary Help of Christians Church,
based in Aiken, SC.

McCrery has long been lauded as
a classical architect, particularly when it
comes to his work on Catholic churches.

The D.C.-based architect has deplored
modernistic church architecture of the late
19th century and 20th century, arguing that
modern church architecture often fails to
truly glorify God or inspire those attending
mass or praying in the church.

In 2013, he pointed out to the Na-
tional Catholic Register that some modern

churches lack statues and instead include
“nondescript altars, stained-glass nature
scenes and rounded pews that focus Cath-
olics on one another instead of the altar
and the Eucharist.”

“We don’t have as big of a problem
as in BEurope, especially France and Italy,
because our culture has not drifted as far
toward modernism, theologically or archi-
tecturally,” McCrery said in 2013. “But we
do suffer substantially from this problem.”

Arguing in favor of traditional church
architecture, he told the National Catholic
Register: “Tradition didn’t just all of the
sudden happen. It has been in the works
for thousands of years. A chemist would
not come to the elements with a fresh look
every time, deciding the eclemental chart
is of no use or interest whatsoever in the
modern era and that his personal creativity
is something more valuable.”

“That would be absurd,” he added.
“But it’s exactly where we’ve arrived after a
century and a half of architectural lunacy.”

The church in Highlands is currently
under construction.

“A believer in the holiness of nature”

Free SIP & SIGN Book Signing with local poet RICHARD BETZ at
Highlands Wine Shoppe
Friday, Aug. 22 from 5-7pm
Featuring his latest book of poetry
“Continental Divide”
*Optional $49 includes wine + charcuterie + signed book
269 Oak Street - Across from Reeves Hardware
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COREY JAMES GALLERY

& Estate Consignments

Bronze sculpture ¢ Paintings
Vintage & Antique Collectables &
Furniture + Costume Jewelry

PR L o
(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

MOUNTAIN LAKES

MEDICAL CENTER
162 Legacy Point Clayton, GA 30525

Your Ear, Nose and Throat (ENT) & Audiology Care
All in One Location!

Dr. Keith Jackson, MD, ENT
Emory University and
Medical College of Georgia

Contact: (706) 782-0478

CONNECT

® O Im ®

www.mountainlakesmedicalcenter.com / www.mImcphysiciansgroup.com

Dr. Erica McVey, Audiologist
University of Texas
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We have a king!

Pastor Mark Ford
First Baptist Church
Highlands

I n recent weeks we have seen in our town — and through-

out the nation - weekend visits from folk intent on

reminding us that our nation has no king, They utilize
hand-inked placards and verbose diatribes that possess little
substance beyond cliché, and vitriolic attacks lacking knowl-
edge of civics and history in general. Unless I’'m mistaken,
we still have a sitting congress duly elected by the people, a
supreme court, and an elected President — called by a ma-
jority of our citizenry. The three bodies keep each other in
check as set forth by our Founding Fathers and the Consiti-
tuion. What I think I’m really hearing are the disenchanted
who didn’t get their king, or queen as it turns out.

But going beyond the political discourse and divisive-
ness of the rhetoric “We have no kingl,” I was hearing
something else. I was hearing a portion of our populace ex-
press their unhappiness with perceived restrictions of their
personal desires and wants in light of the shift occurring
in our land toward conservative values and restoration of
the Judeo-Christian foundation upon which our republic
was established. I think I was hearing “We have no king but
ourselves!” What they seem to want is an emaciated govern-
ment that will give license to uninhibited lifestyles and a gov-
ernment groomed to supply their every want. And they want
a government that will restrict all dissenting voices — except
their own. They don’t want any semblance of a strong pres-
ence that promotes absolutes and the rule of law that inter-
feres with their desires.

What they fail to acknowledge is that we have always
had a King! His name is the Lord Jesus Christ. As Paul
pointed out, “Therefore God has highly exalted him and
bestowed on the name that is above every name, so that at
the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on
the earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father” (Phil.
2:9-11). And John concurred in his Revelation (19:10), tell-
ing us that “On His robe and on his thigh, he has a name
written, ‘King of kings and Lord of lords!”” And as any ca-
sual reading of the Scriptures will reveal, our King Jesus has
plenty to say regarding wrong and right and restricting our
sinful inclinations for our own good. I say again, we do have
a king! He is not in the White House, or any other branch
of government. He is on His Throne, ever declaring His
absolutes of truth, His laws and precepts. And they are not
open to any elections or protest. Jesus is King!

But one final point. History is the story of humanity re-
jecting our King. One poignant illustration is from I Samuel
8. The nation of Israel had ultimately reached a point of
doing only what was right in their own eyes. They had no
king but themselves (Judges 21:25). With Samuel we have
our last of the Lord’s appointed judges to oversee the theoc-

o See SPIRITUALLY page 19

e P aAcEs 1o WORSHIP ®

BLUEVALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH Services: Sundays 10am -Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor (828) 421-1315 HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Sundays: School:10 a.m.,Worship:| | Hwy 107N. * Glenville. NC ¢« 743-2729 « Nathan Johnson
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 Sunday: School 9:45a.Worship | la & 7p.Bible Study ép
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m. Wed. Kidsquest 6p.;VWorship 7p.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
828-269-3546 « Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 « 165 S.Sixth Street
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| | Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays:Worship:| |
CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev.Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298 Pastor Dan Robinson ¢ | 1339 Buck Creek Road
Sundays: School at 9:30;Worship 10:30 The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily shar-
GRACE CHAPEL ON HIGH HOLLY ing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
9615 Dillard Rd Scaly Mountain, N C. Sunday Worship is at 9a.VWednesday Worship is 6:30p
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas. http://www.Graceonhighholly.com HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Sunday School 9:45;Worship | |;Prayer Service Wed 5:30p Men’s Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376
and Women'’s Bible Study throughout the week In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 909a Bluegrass and | la Traditional
The Rev'd Dr. Michael Matlock, Rector www.highlandsmethodist.org
464 U.S. Hwy. 64E, Cashiers, NC HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA
CAC@christanglicancashiers.org * 828-743-1701 2152 Dillard Road * 526-9741
Sunday:Adult Christian Ed, 9:15a; Holy Eucharist, 10:30a; Fellowship Rev. Ken Langsdrof
1 1:452;Wed: Bible Study/Contemplative Prayer, 5p Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.
CHRIST CHURCH OF THEVALLEY. CASHIERS Visit our website: Holy Family Lutheran Highlands NC
Pastor Jacob Tedder ¢ Jacob@cashiers.church ¢ 743-5470 MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
www.cashiers.church 8 miles south of Highlands on N.C.28 S in Satolah
Sun. 10:45a;Wed Study5:15p supper and childcare. Pastor Zane Talley
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| |. Choir:6 p.m.
283 Spring Street - Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m. Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
Testimony meeting: 3rd VWednesday at 5:30 p.m. MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH Franklin  828-634-1312 « mountainsynagoguewnc.com.
Pastor Jim Kinard Services: Ist Fri.and 3rd Sat.and Rosh Hashanah & Yom Kippur.
Sundays: School:10 a.m.;Worship:| la.m. MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH
I'st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m. 743-2583 « Independent Bible Church
Wednesdays —Supper at 6 p.m. Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church. 4224 Big Ridge
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH (4.5 miles from NC 107)
www.cbchighlands.com ¢ 526-4685 Weds:Youth Group 6 p.m.; Bible Study 6:30 p.m.;
3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC e Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS
Sun: Service 10:45am, Children’s 10:30am CATHOLIC CHURCH
Wed.:Youth 5:30-7pm;VWomen’s Bible Study: Mon. 4:30pm, Tues. Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone — 526-2418
|0am; Men'’s Bible Study:Wed. & Thurs. 7am @ Zookeeper Bistro Sat.4pm 5/24/25-10/25/25; Sun. - | lam
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
706.746.3144 + 696 Sky Valley Way #447 Rev. Marty Kilby
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas Sundays: School —10 a.m.;Worship —I | am.& 7
Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd Sunday Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
Rev.W. Bentley Manning, Rector * 526-2968 290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates * 526-3212
5th and Main streets * www.incarnationwnc.org Sun.: School:10 a.m.;Worship:10:45 a.m.;Worship: 6 p.m.
Sunday: Rite |, spoken, 8 am in Chapel, Rite Il with Choir 10:30 am SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
in Sanctuary,Wed: Healing Eucharist 12 pm in Chapel, Pastor Rev.Andy Cloer
Morning Prayer: Mon-Thurs 8:30 am in Chapel Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:I | am.
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m.
828-526-4153 « www.fbchighlands.org ST.JUDFE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor ¢ 220 Main Street, Highlands Mass: Sun. 9a (English); Mon. 9:30a (Vatican Il in Latin); Tues. 7p
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am (Spanish);Wed.,9:30a (English)
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am;Women’s 10:30 am THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: » 743-2359 * Rev. Rob Wood
Rev. Emily Wilmarth, pastor, Rev. Kelley Connelly Asso. Pastor Sunday Service (summer): 8am, 9:30am & | lam
828-526-3175 « fpchighlands.org Visit our website: www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com
Sun.:Adult Ed.: 10a;Worship | 1a.;Tues: Men’s Group 103; Our Bazaar Barn supports outreach in the community.
Wed: Bell Choir 4p. Chancel Choir:5:30p OpenThurs - Sat. | lam-3pm
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 85 Sierra Drive. Franklin * uufranklin.org
Sunday School:10 am.Worship Service:| | am Sunday Worship - | | a.m.
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Non-Denominational-Contemporary VWorship Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers *828-743-2122
242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers Sunday School: 10 am.Worship Service:| | am
www.gracecashiers.com * Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814
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e PoliceE & FIRE REPORTS ®

- Page 19

Highlands Police entries from
Aug. 4. Only the names of persons
arrested, issued a summons/cita-
tion, issued a Class-3 misdemean-
or or those of public officials have
been used.

Aug. 4

*At 5:43 p.m,, officers responded to
a one-vehicle accident on NC 28 south.

Aug.5

* At 1:29 p.m.,, officers responded to
a one-vehicle accident near the 200 Main
Parking lot.

Aug. 6

* At 2:40 p.m.,, officers responded to
a 2-vehicle accident on Main Street.

Aug.7

* At 3:56 p.m.,, officers responded to
a |-vehicle accident near the Highlands
Smokehouse parking lot.

Aug.8

* At 9:27 a.m,, officers responded
to a report of a junction box and wiring
belonging to Hotwire being taken from
Art Highlands Galleries building on Main
Street.

* At 5:14 p.m,, officers responded to
a 2-vehicle accident on S. 4th Street.

* At 855 p.m,, officers responded
to a shoplifting episode at Spinx where
about $25 worth of foodstuffs were
taken.

Aug. 10

* At 4:08 p.m., officers responded
to a one-vehicle accident on the US 64
east (Cashiers Road near Little Bear Pen
Road.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue
log from Aug.5.

Aug.5

* At 12:57 p.m,, the dept. respond-

ed to a fire alarm at a location on Spring
Street.

* At 1:27 p.m., the dept. responded to
a motor vehicle accident on Main Street.

Aug. 6

* At 3:22 a.m,, the dept. was first-re-
sponders to a residence on Cheney Lane.

* At 3:04 p.m,, the dept. was first-re-
sponders to a residence on US 64 west
(Franklin Road).

* At 3:26 p.m., the dept. responded
to a motor vehicle accent on Buck Creek
Road.

* At 3:32 p.m,, the dept. was first-
responders to a location on South Street.

Aug.7

* At 6:46 a.m., the dept. was first-
responders to a residence on Clearview
Drive.

* At 9:55 a.m,, the dept. responded
to a fire alarm at a location on Cullasaja
Drive but it was cancelled en route.

* At 11:38 a.m,, the dept. responded
to a motor vehicle accident on US 64 west
(Franklin Road).

* At 11:48 am,, the dept. provided
public assistance at a location on US 64
west (Franklin Road).

* At 1:52 p.m,, the dept. was first-re-
sponders to a location on Main Street.

* At 4:25 p.m., the dept. investigated a
possible gas leak at Village Walk.

* At 443 p.m.,, the dept. investigated
the source of smoke at a location on
South Street.

* At 5:09 p.m,, the dept. responded to
a call of a chimney fire at a residence on
Dog Mountain Road.

Aug.8

*At I:11 p.m,, the dept. responded to
a fire alarm at a residence on Clubhouse
Trail.

Travel the Gorge Road carefully

Twice in less than a week, the Gorge Road was closed due to accidents in the Cul-

lasaja Fire District jurisdiction of the road.

On Thursday, Aug. 7 and again on Monday, Aug, 12, law enforcement asked the
Cullasaja Gorge Volunteer Fire Dept. to divert traffic traveling east toward Highlands to
Buck Creek Road. In Highlands the police diverted traffic headed west on the Gorge to
Buck Creek due accidents in the Gorge that had both lanes of travel blocked.

.SPIRITUALLY continued from page 18

racy — rule of God. Finally, the people cry
out for a human king, thinking they could
be like the other surrounding nations in
pursuit of power and prosperity minus the
restrictions of God’s Law. God’s reply to
Samuel is filled with pathos when he says
to the prophet, “Obey the desires of the

people in what they say to you, for they have
not rejected you, but they have rejected me
from being King over them” (I Sam. 8:7).
You may say, “We have no king!”” but you do.
He is the Lord Jesus Christ, and His rule is
holy, good and right. It is clearly laid out in
His Word! Will you submit?

* At 8:46 p.m., the dept. was first-re-
sponders to a residence on US 64 west
(Franklin Road).

Aug.9

* At 9:50 a.m., the dept. responded to
a fire alarm at a residence on Wyanoak
Road.

Aug. 10

* At 9:50 a.m., the dept. was first-
responders at a residence on Cardwell
Eaton Road.

* At 10:37 a.m., the dept. was first-re-
sponders at a residence on Princess Pine
Circle.

* At 7:41 p.m,, the dept. was first-re-
sponders at a residence on Hudson Road.

Aug. 11

* At 10:34 a.m,, the dept. responded
to a call of a person stuck in an elevator at
a location on Main Street.

* At 7:39 p.m,, the dept. responded
to a fire alarm at a residence on Cullasaja
Club Drive.

* At 8:39 p.m,, the dept. responded
to a fire alarm at a residence on Bowery
Road. It was cancelled en route.

* At 9:12 p.m., the dept. responded to
a motor vehicle accident on US 64 east
(Cashiers Road).

Aug. 12

* At 5:28 a.m,, the dept. was first-
responders to a residence on Lake Villa
Court.

* At 6:36 a.m., the dept. responded
to a fire alarm at a location on Church
Street.

WHOLE LIFE
MARKET

Natural Products Store
Hours: 9am-5pm
Mon-Sat
828-526-5999
Wholelifehighlands@icloud.com
LOCATED AT 680 N UTH ST, HIGHLANDS

]][ /: '] 2)2 Organic smoothie/juice
NEC A \ bar located
. inside Whole
@ TP Life Market

Mountain
~of Faith

Join Good Shepherd for a
transformative afternoon
featuring keynote speaker
Becca Stevens, founder and
president of Thistle Farms
and The Center for
Contemplative Justice.

Open to all women from the
surrounding area.
Lunch provided.

ShepAdmin@Frontier.com

@YNOTE EAKER

REVF by August 16 to Good
August 237 at 11:30

v The Church & Good ShEpi'n?ﬁﬁ S

1448 Hwy 107 S Cashiers | 828-743-2359
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HIGHLANDS CHURCH
9a Sunday mornings
LIVE STREAM: Andy Stanley

Following Jesus makes your life better,
And makes you better at life!

For details, text Bee at 404-307-1415

the hemlocks
on 25 acres at the base
of Whiteside
Mountain.

i
. Ryan M. Bears
Branch Leader

Cell: 803-271-5426
Off ce: 828-526-8784
ryan.bears@allentate.com

Accepting New Clients
in Highlands and Franklin

LISATHOMPSON
DOG SITTING

« daily drop-in visits

- overnight & extended
stays

« dog walking
828.424.4637

HIGHLAMNDS
CASHIERS

CHRISTIE’S |

INTERMATIOMAL REAL ESTATE

Colleen Kerrigan, Broker
615-400-5498

colleen.kerrigan.wnc@gmail.com

Authenticity, Honesty, Integrity

Highlands Office 210 N. Fifth Strect

> 828-526-9325 «

Generators aren’t just a “thing” we do,
generators are all we do!

Storage Units Available
Secure 24-Hour Access
Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms

Call today to find out why we’re
“Highlands Premier Facility”

828-482-1045

Buck Creek Rd - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Road near the hospital

Look for our sign!

e Grading
* Excavating
e Driveways
* Build sites
 Hauling
* Septic Systems

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643
Officel/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com

828-200-9217

Crane
Rentals
Available

MEenpoza Tree Expert
Quality Tree Care & Removal |8+ years

estimates@mendozatree.com
mendozatreeservices.com

COUNSELING
CENTER

OF HIGHLANDS
348 South Fifth Street

Peggy Crosby Center +

828-482-7417

info@counselingcenter.org + counseling-center.org

We are nonprofit and provide counseling on a sliding scale fee so
everyone can receive the care they need regardiess of ability to pay.

Al Stoneham

Realtor-Broker
Luxury Home Specialist
Licensed in NC & GA

Cell: 828-332-9767
al.stoneham@allentate.com

ALLEN TATE REALTORS/PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP
HIGHLANDS/SCAINQUNTAIN/CASHIERS

360 MAIN STREET

ESTATE JEWELERS OF
I-III.'-I-II.-AI'II:IS

ﬁhiiqﬁhuni Only!
Call: 828-526-1960
Toxt: 770-855-0825 S
!llall -lnihlgillanlls@gmall.mm P

Kiln dried
FIREWOOD

Delivery or pickup

2460 Cashiers Road « Highlands 828-526-2395
highlandslawnandgarden.com
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$50,000 ESTATE SALE

POLE BARN FULL OFANTIQUESAND COL-
LECTIBLES OVER 50YEARS OLD. Old, new,and black
powder guns, Civil war items and much much more. Friday
and Saturday, Aug. 29 and 30th. 9am to 5 pm. 505 Shirley
Pressley Road. Glenville, N C.Check or Cash. Lots of parking.

HELP WANTED

WE ARE LOOKING for professional, responsible,
positive people with a team-player attitude to fill, waitstaff,
bartender, Busser & host positions. Apply in person at Wild
Thyme Gourmet 343-D Main Street. (st. 8/14)

NO PHONE CALLS PLEASE.

THE HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS LAND TRUST
SEEKS A DEVELOPMENT COORDINATOR. This
administrative professional will report to the Development
Director and support a growing fundraising program.This is
a part-time position with seasonal requirements and flexibili-
ty.For the complete job description please see “Job Postings”
under “About Us” at hcltnc.org. Resumes (and any inquiries)
should be submitted via email to personnel@hcltnc.org. (st.
6/26)

AVAILABLE

CLIMATE-CONTROLLED CAR STORAGE.
Limited availability. Email if interested: LB@vsurgic.com (st.

AUTOMOTIVE

(SE RVICE & REPAIR

JDI.1_'_ s

“ESTic . pORY

828-787-2360
2851 Cashiers Road, Highlands

We're proud to be a family-owned company with 43 years in the
business, and even prouder to now serve the Highlands community.
~ Bob Saladna, Owner|

Haa’s wines
HighlandsfAlitomotive)
fs all @boud

* Same-day service for most maintenance
and routine repairs.
* Top-tier diagnostic & programming tools
— just like the dealer.
* New tire, alignment & balancing
equipment for precision and speed.
* Same experienced technicians.

We service ALL domestic and foreign vehicles.

=

Also serving customers in:
Atlanta, GA | Dallas, TX | Houston, TX

Come see the difference.

CURRLY
NI
T

* CILASSIFIEDS ®
3/6)

FOR SALE

11.62 ACRES, 7 MILES SOUTH OF HIGH-
LANDS. $287,301. Owner financing. 200 mature blueberry
plants. 3 springs. Email rickhavron@gmail.com. (st. 8/14)

COACH CLUB - Class A motorcoach lot and auxiliary
building. One Half mile from Main Street! 850-572-8308. (st.
8/14)

MEADERS POTTERY items and other pottery -- 40

DIVORCE FORCES SALE: |0-acre mountain top
tract. 360 views of App Trail & Bartram Trail. Road in place, easy
building site, drive right to the top of Buck Knob in Scaly Mtn.
$550k. exitmountain@gmail.com: 828-276-3569 (st. 7/17)

1968 JAGUAR XKE S 1.5 ROADSTER CON-
VERTIBLE — Restored in very good condition | family owned
All original paperwork available $80,000.252-216-9197 (st.7/3)

LAND - 7.5 miles south of Highlands, 8.64 acres with
spring, by far the best view in the area at $200,000. 828-974-
1137.(8/1)

SEASONED FIREWOOD - Any size load. call 828-
342-6806. (st. 1/25)

TINY HOME LOTS FOR SALE. $55k-$85k ea. Each
lot comes with GREAT MOUNTAIN VIEWS, water, power,

Hudson Librarian Carlyn
Morenus announces
retirement

Hudson Librarian Carlyn Morenus is retiring after eight
years serving the Highlands community. An open house
retirement party will be held on Friday August 22 from 4 to
6 PM at the library. The party is open to all, so please drop
in to wish Catlyn a bon voyage.

Morenus started as Hudson Librarian in August 2017.
She was previously Professor of Piano at Illinois State
University and holds a Doctor of Musical Arts degree as
well as a Master of Library and Information Science.

She and her husband Keith Barnett will continue living
on the Plateau.

Please also welcome new Hudson Librarian Scott
McKendree, who has relocated to the Highlands area from
Chatlotte, NC.

For more information or to request an accommodation,
please call the library at 828-526-3031. Hudson Library,
554 Main Street in Highlands, is open 10:00 AM - 5:30 PM
Tuesday through Friday and 10 AM - 4 PM on Saturday.

and sewer run to each lot. www.TinyMountainEstates.com for
more info. (10/30/25)

FOR RENT

2BD/2BA CABIN - 4.5 miles from downtown High-
lands. Furnished or unfurnished. Annual lease. $1,500/mth. Call
Tom.404-213-2431. (st. 7/24).

HIGHLANDS 1-2 SPACES - | large or 2 smaller
spaces for rent in popular Mill Creek Shopping Center next
door to Blue Bike Cafe. Each space is 800 sq/ft at $2,333/mo
OR both spaces at 1,600 sq/ft for $4400/mo. Inquires to Debi:
bock7@me.com or 404-323-9444. (st. 7/10)

4 BDM/3 BATH HIGHLANDS - Updated farm
home, located between Highlands & Cashiers off Hwy 64.
$4,500/month, includes all utilities with high speed wifi. Call
Marcy 828-482-4239 (st.7/10)

2BD/2BATH SINGLE WIDE $1,200 per month
internet included. First last security. Mark 828-200-0765. (st.
5/29)

SERVICES

PLATEAU PAINTERS - Interior and exterior painting,
pressure washing, decks, and sanding and staining wood floors.
Division of Chatlos Construction. Fully insured. Free estimates.
Call Mike at 828-200-407 1. (6/26)

JUNK REMOVAL SERVICE —We take anything. Call
828-200-0492 (7/31)

DUMP RUNS. Competitive Pricing. Call for details.
828-421-2655. (4/30)

HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS HANDYMAN - Chatlos
Construction — Remodels, Additions, Framing, Siding, Roofing,
Decks, Painting. References. Insured. 828-200-407 1. (4/30)

NEED FURNITURE MOVED OR ANYTHING
HAULED AWAY? Call or text James of Going Gone at
828-421-2655. (7/31)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/KEVIN VINSON:
scanning photos, slides & negatives to CD or DVD for easier
viewingVideo transfer to DVD.Everything done in house.Leave
message at 828-526-5208.

*Biz/Orc NEWS

There's a new
face at the
Chamber

A

Rebecca Horowitz

The Highlands Chamber of Commerce is excited
to welcome Rebecca Horowitz as the new Business and
Member Services Manager.

“Rebecca brings strong professional expertise and a
genuine enthusiasm for our work, making her a wonderful
fit for both our team and our mission. I'm confident she will
contribute greatly to our efforts to supportlocal businesses,
serve our members, and strengthen our community,” said
Johanna Fein chamber executive director.
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e HicHLANDS AREA EVENTS @

POOL SCHEDULE

* Lap Swim: Mon.-Fri. 6am-
9:45am, and Saturday 10am-IIpm
- 6 lanes. Water Aerobics: 18 y+
Mon.-Fri. 10-1lam with Karen
Chambers. Adult Swim: 18y+ Mon.-
Thurs. | lam-3:30pm, Friday | lam-

[:30pm. Public Swim: Mon. thru Fri..

I la-7pm, Saturday |lam-6pm and
Sunday [-6pm

PICKLE BALL

* At the Recreation Dept. ev-
ery Monday - Friday |0am-Ipm
indoors for the winter (notice the
days and time has changed),

MOUNTAIN FINDINGS

* Open: [0 am - | pm. Spruce
Street. www.mountainfindings.org

SATURDAY MARKET

* Farmers Market in KH
Founders Park on Pine Street from
8a-12:30p rain or shine.

ALLWEEK

Highlands/Cashiers Alcoholics
Anonymous “Open Meetings” are
for anyone who thinks they may
have a drinking problem or for any-
one interested in the A.A. recovery
program. Open meetings are held in
Highlands @ the Ist Presbyterian
Church, 471 Main St., on Monday
at 5:30 p.m. and on Wednesday &
Fridays @ noon. Open in person

meetings are held in Cashiers @ the
Albert Carlton Cashiers Community
Library, 249 Frank Allen Rd. on Sun-
day at 5 pm, on Tuesday @ 7 pm, on
Friday at 5 pm and on Saturday at 9
am. For more information, please visit
our website www.aawnc80.org or to
speak with a member of A.A.24/7 call
our HELP Line 828 349-4357.

Mon.Thurs.

* At First Presbyterian Church,
ArtSpace is open from 9 a.m. to 4:30
p-m. The next exhibit will start in
mid-August. For information contact
fpchkelley@gmail.com

Mon-Wed-Fri

* Aerobics with Tina Rogers
8-9am at the Rec Park.

* Balance, Stretch & Strengthen
Class at the Rec Park 8:30-9:30am.
The cost for the class is $30 a month
and is led by Cathy Hodgson. Call the
Recreation Department at 828-526-
3556 for more information.

Mon., Tues., Thurs.

* The Food Pantry behind the
Methodist Church on Spring Street
is open from |0a-6p.

* Exercise Class with Michelle
Lane at the Rec Park at 5:30.A com-
bo class with different types of exer-
cise. 828-526-3556

Mondays

THE
FIREWOOD COMPANY

Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn!
Highlands . Cashiers . Clayton .Atlanta

828.200.3050

bobhenritze @gmail.com ¢ www.firewoodcompany.net

* At the Literacy Council, Free
Online Weekly Classes. 6:30 - 7:30p.
Online via ZoomFor the link, visit
http://theliteracyandlearningcenter.
orglesl

Second Mondays

* The local chapter of PEO, an
off-campus sorority founded in the
1800s that provides grants and loans
to women with financial need who
want to return to school or further
their education meets at 10 a.m. For
more info call president Paula Mc-
Donald at 706-372-3004

2nd Tuesdays

* Highlands Writers Group
meets on alternate Tuesday after-
noons at 3pm. Writers still uncom-
fortable with in-person gatherings
may participate via Zoom meetings
For more info contact Bud Katz at
either 828-526-3190 or at budan-
dlynn@me.com

Tuesdays

* Strength Training at the Rec
Park 8:15-9:15 am.

* At Wayfarers Chapel, Work-
shop for Writers — Tuesdays from
5-6:30 PM.

Wednesdays thru Sept.

*  Farmers Market every
Wednesday May-Sept. at the Cowee
School Arts & Heritage building in
Franklin at 51 Cowee School Dr.

2nd Wednesdays

* Hudson Library, in partnership
with VAYA Health, is hosting an edu-
cational series on adult mental health
topics, at | | AM..To register, stop by
the library or cll 828-526-3031.

2nd & 4th Wed.

* Digital Navigators will be at
the Hudson Library the second and
fourth Wednesdays IPM - 3PM of
each month to help patrons with
their tech needs. Bring a smartphone,
laptop, or other digital device to re-
ceive free assistance and support. No
appts are required - all are welcome.

Thursdays

* Kickboxing 8:15-9:15a. at the
Rec Park.No martial arts background
necessary Contact the Recreation
Department at 828-526-3556 for
more info.

* At First Presbyterian Church
a free concert “Music for Prayer”
at noon. These casual concerts are
almost entirely improvised and last
30-45 minutes. This offering is called
Music For Prayer.

* At Hudson Library, special
children’s events will be on tap on
Thursday afternoons at 3:30 Kids
Zone programs.

Fridays

* At Hudson Library, Friday af-
ternoons at 2 PM, there’s a variety of
children’s programs including board
games, STEM programs, and crafts.

3rd Saturdays

* The American Legion Post 370
meets at the First Methodist Church
at 315 Main St. in their community
room/909 chapel.We serve breakfast
at 9a and hold our monthly meeting
at 10a.We invite ALL veterans to at-
tend. Email ncpost370@gmail.com
for more information or just join us
at 9am.

Sundays through August

¢ Church in the Wildwood, on
Horse Cove Road. Old Fashioned
Hymn Sing 7-8 p.m.

Sundays

* At Wayfarers Chapel, Sunday
Service: 10a Sunday Morning. Stick
around for visitation and coffee hour
immediately after service. (Coffee
hour is replaced by potluck dinner
the Ist Sunday of each month).

ThruAug. 30

¢« At PAC, Mountain Theatre
Company presents The Burnt Part
Boys. For tickets go to boxoffice@
mountaintheatre.com. 828.526.2695

Thurs.,Aug. 14

* At The Bascom, the annual
Bascom Barn Dance from 5:30-7:30
p-m. This year’s event features the
high-energy bluegrass sounds of Jack-
son Grimm and the Hidden Valley
Ranchers, accompanied by old-time
country caller; Harrison Keeley, who
will guide dancers of all experience
levels. Tickets are $10 for adults and
children under 12 are free. Reserve
your tickets today by visiting thebas-
com.org or calling 828.526.4949

Sun.,Aug. 17

* An afternoon musical — clas-
sical, jazz, gospel and spirituals with
world renown soprano IndraThomas
and Atlanta Boy Choir Alumni Daryl
Dixon, tenor, Christian Harrington,
baritone, Ricky Victrum, baritone ac-
companied by Mark Thomas, director
of music and artist in residence at the
Rabun Gap Presbyterian Church at 4
p-m.Admission is free.

Mon.Aug. |18

*Welcome Center Sessions, 2-4
p-m. An afternoon of live music fea-
turing local talent, refreshments and
light bites at the Welcome Center at
I'st and Main streets.

Wed.,Aug. 20

* At First Presbyterian Church
on Main Street, Charles Wood &
Friends at 2pm.

* Highlands School will host an
open house/meet the teacher on

Wednesday, from 3-6p.

* Mirror Lake Improvement
Association Annual Meeting. 5-7
p-m. at the Community Building
next to the ballparki.

Thurs.-Sun.,Aug. 21-24

* HCP presents “Social Secu-
rity” at the MLT at PAC.Thurs. and
Fri at 7p Sat. at 5p and Sun. at |p.
Tickets are available at Highlands-
CashiersPlayers.com or by calling
828-526-2147.

Aug. 22-30

* Cashiers Designer Show-
house featuring Showhouse tours,
community events, Showhouse
Shops and an Art Auction. Tickets
are $50 in advance and $60 at the
door. Visit CashiersHistory.org for
tickets or to learn more.

Fri. & Sat.,Aug. 22-23

e At Peak Experience, Suzy
Landa Trunk Show. 2820 Dillard
Road. 828-526-0229

Fri.,Aug. 22

* Free Community Shredding
Event in Highlands Plaza 9a to 12p.
Donations to benefit The Gordon
Center and the Literacy & Learnng
Center.

* Laurel Garden Club’s Elevat-
ed Living Home and Garden Tour
is from 10 am until 4 pm. and be-
gins at the Church of the Incarna-
tion, 520 Main Street in Highlands.
Tickets can be purchased on the
LGC’s website: laurelgardenclub.
com/home&gardentour. Select your
tour times

* Free SIP & SIGN BOOK
SIGNING with local poet RICH-
ARD BETZ at Highlands Wine
Shoppe from 5-7pm Featuring
his latest book of poetry “Conti-
nental Divide” *Optional $49 in-
cludes wine + charcuterie + signed
book.269 Oak Street - Across from
Reeves Hardware

Sat. & Sun.,Aug. 23-24

* MountainTop Art and Craft
Show. Sat. 10a to 6p. Sun., 10a to
4p. in KH Founders Park on Pine
Street. Sip and Stroll. Fine Wine &
Local Brews Saturday afternoon.
Free admission.

Sat.,Aug. 23

* Women Mountain of Faith
at the Church of the Good Shep-
herd, 1448 Hwy 107 S.in Cashiers.
Featuring keynote speaker Becca
Stevens, founder and president of
Thistle Farms and the Center for
Contemplative Justice. Open to all
women. Lunch is provided. RSVP by
Aug. |6 at GoodShepAdmin@fron-
tier.com. 828-743-2359.



SILVER EAGLE

Native American Jewelry
Crystal & Gem Gallery
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Country Club Properties
Your local hometown
¥ Real Estate professionals.
- 3 Offices 828-526-2520

Highlander
Mountain
House

= &

1 The Ruffed
Grouse
Tavern

highlandermountainhouse.com

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC :
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com Www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

Team RickSteve
“The Power of 3

Trusted advisors
providing impeccable
personalized service

] L7

Darlene Conley

Weichert

REALTORS

Highlands Properties

450 N. 4th St. Highlands, NC
828-526-5522
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www.highlandsproperties.com

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY | MEADOWS MOUNTAIN REALTY
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‘et LUXURY COLLECTION"
Of the 55,000+ BHHS agents across the globe,

Fayeranksinthe TOP 2% andis a
Luxury Collection Specialist.

FAYE WURM OB

828.200.1345
faye@bhhsmmr.com
2334 CashiersRd, Highlands [ :
https://fayewurm.meadowsmtnrealty.com/
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CHESTNUT ST

Hghlands-Cashiers
Rayars&

LAUREL ST.

Historical
Village

Mountain Luxury
Your Dream. Your Journey. YOU’RE
HOME!

Dedicated to_finding the home you ve

always wanted.

Cell: 404-427-2448
darlene.conley@allentate.com

ALLEN TATE REALTORS/
PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP

Hardware

Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY
114 N. 4th Street * Highlands, NC

Local Expertise, Global Connections.

Licensed in NC and GA
office: 828.526.8300 * cell: 828.337.0706
sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com * highlandssir.com
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Charming
Mountain
Retreat
Near Downtown
Highlands

42 Hemlock Ridge

4 BR 4 BTH
2 fireplaces
2 screened-in
porches
Gated community
Sold furnished

Offered for
$2,400,000

Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742
AndreaGabbard@
gmail.com

Highlands

Sotheby’s

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

STIE’S

INTERNATIOMAL REAL ESTATE

Cell: 828-787-1895
pamela.nellis@yahoo.com

Highlands Office | 210 N. 5th Street
Ll

HIGHLANDS
CASHIERS




MORE THAN 33 YEARS OF

EXEMPLARY SERVICE ON THE PLATEAU
A4
fi=

Qur clients rate us 5 out of 5 # + 7

VOTED AMERICA’S BEST aéricsssesr

*

LANDMARK

REAL ESTATE SALES & VACATION RENTALS 7

HIGHLAND

Cell: 828-736-1198
Office: 828-526-4663
ann®@landmarkrg.com

JULIE OSBORN
b & PAT ALLEN

828.200.6165 | 828.2009179
julie.osborn@allentate.com
pat.allen@allentate.com

Leading
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LUXURY
PORTFOLIO
INTERNATIONAL

REAL ESTATE
COMPANIES

°F THE WORLD®
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DAVID

£ BOck

g BUILDERS

www.BockBuiIders.com 828-526-2240

People ... are
the investments
that matter

most

CHRISTIE'S

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE
— HIGHLANDS CASHIERS ——

Deborah “Bee” Gleeson
404.307.1415
BeeGlee4@Gmail.com
and
Pat Gleeson
828.782.0472

PatrickGleeson4@Gmail.com

HighlandsCashiersCIRE.com
210 North Fifth Street,
Highlands, NC 28731

Jody Lovell

Why call Jody?

anked the #l Broker in North Carolina
for over a decade and for good reason!
Whether you're buying or selling, she
brings unparalleled market expertise,

i top-tier negotiation skillsand a

commitment to delivering exceptional

. results. Your dream home or top-dollar
- sale is just one call away-you deserve
+ the best! With over $1 Billion in sales.

you can be the next beneficiary of this
track record.
Call her personally at 828.226.6303.

| #1 Broker

IN NORTH CAROLINA

' $1 Billion +

TOTAL CAREER SALES VOLUME

. Top 100

s SOTHEBY'S INTERNATIONAL REALTY AGENT

WORLDWIDE

Highlands = Sotheby’s

FFICE | 225 MAIN STREET .

AMN CGEIF'ER

BEOKER- -CHARI

BERKSHIRE

MEADOWS MOUNTAIN

HATHAWAY | REALTY

HOMESERVICES

If you want an
award-winning
real estate
experiece, choose
an award-winning
agent. [

MITZI RAUERS

Broker / Luxury Collection
Specialist

(404) 218-9123
mitzi@bhhsmmr.com

*Based on 2023 sales data. Out of a global network
of 55,000+ BHHS agents

Restaurant

%

Now Open
7 nights
5:30-9p

..on the Verandah

on Lake Sequoyah
828-526-2338
42 Years of Fine Dining
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www.ontheverandah.com

M<CULL

LY’S
CASHMERE

Scotland’s Best Knitwear

Open 7 days a week

526-4407
242 S. 4th St. on Main

Street




