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Happy Easter!

The flowered cross at the Highlands United Methodist Church on 
Main Street has become a symbol of Easter in Highlands. Check the 
ads in this issue for services at local churches. 

The living cross: a sign of rebirth

Last week, Sky Valley Coun-
try Club hosted 28 players repre-
senting five schools. Highlands 
Middle School won the overall 

From left: Harper Ramey, Charlie Wilkes, Ian Kittrell, Jenson Bowers, Walker 
Kittrell, Camden Westendorf, Sam Conner, Rowan Cairns with coaches 
Brooks Kittrell (left) and Jordan Kenter (right). 

Highlands Boys MS Golf 
Team wins team event

team event with a score of  150.  
Sam Conner won overall with a 
round of  45. Ian Kittrell tied for 
3rd overall with a score of  50.

During the Thurs., March 22 
worksession prior to the Town 
Board meeting, commissioners 
discussed and eventually settled on 
language in the Unified Develop-
ment Ordinance (UDO) regarding 
the appointment policy amend-
ment for the Planning and Zoning 
boards and weekend construction 
work regulations as outlined in the 
Code of  Ordinances.

Board appts. 
and weekend 

work rules 
decided at 

worksession
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Happy Easter
From all of us at Highlands Sotheby’s International Realty

 
 

 
 
 

  
 
 

PB tables 
decision

With an underlying current 
running through Highlands ques-
tioning the benefit of  the High-
lands Food & Wine and the Bear 
Shadow events  - Jack Austin with 
Highlands Festivals, Inc. which 

produces the events, presented an 
2023 Economic Impact Study of  
the festivals to the Town Board 
last week.

First, he explained the his-
tory – how the Highlands Food 

& Wine event was a new version 
of  the annual culinary/food event 
sponsored years ago by the Cham-
ber of  Commerce which had pe-
tered out over the years. 

TB hears impact study of HFI events 

In an unprecedented move 
Monday night, the Highlands 
Planning Board tabled a request 
pending more information until its 
April meeting 

Last August, representatives 
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Last week marked the be-
ginning of  spring. Our 
faith community will hold 

services and observances that 
capture the spirit of  renewal, res-
urrection, revival, and restoration. 
As a town, we too, are entering a 
period that embodies these con-
cepts. 

Very soon, Highlanders who 
have braved the winter months 
will see an influx of  new visitors 
and the return of  seasonal and 
second-homeowners. I now char-
acterize many of  our residents as 
transitory residents who, while leaving High-
lands for periods during the winter, usually 
November through May, never fully sever 
ties with the town as once done by many 
homeowners in the past. Our town has un-
dergone many changes, but this spirit of  re-
newal and restoration is a big part of  this 
period of  the year, even a ritual. 

First, although Highlands is always 
beautiful, we will have to restore the town’s 
appearance. A major event will be the annual 

Highlands Plateau Pickup, spon-
sored by the Highlands Chamber 
of  Commerce. This volunteer 
event will take place on Saturday, 
April 13. For more information 
and to sign up, call the Chamber 
of  Commerce at (828) 526-2112. 

The Town of  Highlands will 
conduct its annual white goods 
pickup from April 15 to the 19th. 
During this week, the town will 
come to a residence and pick up 
any used appliances such as wash-
ing machines, stoves, or other ap-
pliances. Please call Town Hall at 

(828) 526 – 2118 for more information. The 
town will recycle the metal of  these defunct 
machines. Money from the recycling effort 
will help defray some of  the program’s costs. 

The town will also be restoring many 
parts of  the downtown area and public 
roads. We have contractual agreements with 
the state and other contractors to re-stripe 
a number of  crosswalks, streets, and some 
parking spaces. What is frustrating is that 
there is a high demand for these services 
across the state, which may result in delays 
in painting certain areas. Our road crews 
will also be patching potholes and clearing 
ditches and culverts. 

 Last Friday, I revived a program done 
for the last 10 years by holding the Commu-
nity Coffee with the Mayor at the Hudson 
Library. These coffees will continue, usually 
on the last Friday of  the month through Oc-
tober. This first coffee focused on town bud-
get planning; a process revived each spring. I 
discussed a number of  capital budget items 
that the town board must prioritize. As we 
address these budget issues for this year and 
into the future, I pointed out that utility rate 
increases, especially in water and sewer, are 
definitely on the table. Property tax increases 
cannot be ruled out in the future. 

 I look forward to a renewal of  eco-
nomic activities in the town. Like most 
communities with severe winters, the lo-
cal economy takes a dip during our winter 
months. However, in recent years, as people 
remain in town, the dip has leveled off  to 
some extent. With the return of  moderate 
temperatures, more visitors and residents 
will be welcomed to downtown businesses 
and eating establishments.  

Preparing for the ‘season’
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Read Highlands Newspaper for free from everywhere ... 
on the street or on the web.

Go to www.highlandsinfo.com. Click on Local News. 
Delivered and uploaded every Thurs. AM

71 EASTSIDE DUCK MOUNTAIN 
$550,000 I MLS 103057 I 3 BED I 2 BATH 

*�l1J�J?sM�N�!
Pam Nellis 
45 years of experience! 

Office: 828-526-4663 

Cell: 828-787-1895 

pamela.nellis@yahoo.com 

Nominated for ‘America’s Best’
Top 5% of Brokers in 2022* HCMLS

20 years experience
Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742 

AndreaGabbard@
gmail.com

Nominated for ‘America’s Best’
Top 5% of Brokers in 2022* HCMLS

20 years experience

Pat Allen BIC 
Allen Tate Realtors

Pat Allen Realty Group.

 Springtime awakening: Revitalizing 
real estate markets

As the winter frost melts away 
and nature bursts forth with 
new life, the dawn of  spring 
brings a sense of  rejuvena-
tion and fresh beginnings. In 
the realm of  real estate, this 
seasonal transition mirrors the 
revival of  property markets, 
marked by increased activity 
and a surge in opportunities.

Spring is universally rec-
ognized as a time of  renewal, 
where vibrant blossoms adorn 
landscapes, and the promise of  
warmer days beckons. Similarly, 
in the real estate sphere, this 
period symbolizes a resurgence of  interest 
and activity. The reasons behind this spring-
time awakening are multifaceted, influenced 
by both practical and psychological factors.

One of  the most tangible effects of  
spring on the real estate market is the up-
swing in buying and selling activity. As tem-
peratures rise and daylight hours extend, 
potential buyers are energized to explore 
the housing market in earnest. Families 
often aim to finalize transactions during 
spring to facilitate seamless transitions be-
fore the summer months.

Historical data consistently under-
scores the significance of  spring as a peak 
selling season. Statistics reveal that the 
months of  March through May typically 
witness a notable increase in home sales and 
listings. This heightened demand creates a 
competitive environment advantageous 
to sellers, potentially driving up property 
prices.

Beyond economic factors, the psy-
chological impact of  spring plays a signifi-
cant role in shaping real estate trends. The 
season prompts individuals to reassess 
their living situations, sparking a desire for 
change or improvement. This introspective 
period, coupled with the optimism synony-
mous with spring, often catalyzes real estate 
transactions.

Moreover, new beginnings associated 
with spring resonates deeply with prospec-
tive buyers. The season embodies a sense of  
possibility and transformation, motivating 
individuals to pursue their housing aspira-
tions with renewed vigor. As such, spring 
serves as a catalyst for action, inspiring buy-

ers to take decisive steps to-
wards homeownership.

In addition to residential 
real estate, the commercial 
sector also experiences a revi-
talization during spring. Busi-
nesses, buoyed by the season’s 
optimism, may initiate expan-
sion plans, or seek out new of-
fice/retail spaces. The vibrancy 
of  spring permeates the cor-
porate landscape, driving eco-
nomic activity and fostering 
growth.

Furthermore, the aes-
thetic appeal of  properties is 

accentuated during spring, with gardens 
blooming and landscapes coming to life. 
Homes present themselves in their best 
light, captivating buyers with the promise 
of  idyllic living spaces. The visual allure of  
springtime further enhances the emotional 
connection buyers feel towards potential 
properties. The most important thing a 
seller can do is to refresh the exterior to en-
hance curb appeal and to clean and paint 
the interior to show the house has been 
maintained. 

However, amidst the opportunities 
spring presents, challenges also emerge. 
Increased competition among buyers can 
lead to bidding wars, while sellers must en-
sure their properties stand out in a crowded 
market. Moreover, the transient nature of  
spring underscores the importance of  swift 
action for those seeking to capitalize on its 
advantages.

In essence, the arrival of  spring heralds 
more than just a change in seasons -- it sig-
nals a period of  revitalization and growth 
in the real estate market. As nature awak-
ens from its winter slumber, so too does the 
property market come alive with opportuni-
ty. For buyers and sellers alike, spring offers 
a chance to embark on new beginnings and 
realize their real estate aspirations.

• Pat Allen is Broker-in-Charge of  Al-
lenTate/PatAllen Realty Group: the number one 
independent firm in the country with sales over $7.5 
Billion last year. Allen have been a top producer 
since her career began 29 years ago. She may be 
reached at 828-200-9179 or pat.allen@allentate.
com
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159 Falling Waters Drive
Highlands, NC 28741 | $2,200,000 | MLS #103213 

Pat Allen & Julie Osborn | 828-200-9179

3093 US 64
Sapphire, NC 28774 | $1,595,000 | MLS #101483 

Kelly Ramsay & Dan Doughty | 828-556-1252

#1 in the Carolinas#1 in the Carolinas
Since 1957Since 1957

SAPPHIRE OFFICE  |  828.507.3165
CASHIERS OFFICE  |  800.210.0321

WILDCAT CLIFFS OFFICE  |  828.526.4525

HIGHLANDS-DOWNTOWN OFFICE  |  828.526.8784

Scan to see our luxury listingsScan to see our luxury listings
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Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p • Sun. 11a to 7p 
Closed Tuesdays

828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

highlandermountainhouse.com

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
& Highlander Mountain House 

highlandermountainhouse.com
290 Main Street • Highlands • 828-526-2590

MON., TUES., WED.
Closed

THURSDAY
Open

Dinner
5:30-10p

FRIDAY & SATURDAY
Open 

Lunch & Dinner
11:30a to 10p

SUNDAY
Open 

for BRUNCH only
10a to 5p

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round
Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar

Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Open
Thurs.- Tues.

Closed 
Wednesday 

Lunch: 11a-3:30p 
Dinner: 

5:30p - until

474 Main Street | 828.526.3807 
wolfgangs.net

Wednesday - Sunday
Bistro Opens at 4pm | Dining Room at 5:30pm

American Cuisine with a  
Creole Twist and German Flair

Easter Brunch | Sunday, March 31 
beginning at 11:30 am | last seating at 2 pm

Serving Easter Brunch Sunday March 31st

208 N. 5th St. • Village Square • (828) 305-7509

Sandwich shop and 
gourmet food market

Open Year-Round
Mon.-Fri.. 11:30a to 5p • Sat. 12-5p

The Secret Garden

Courtyard and Indoor seating!Courtyard and Indoor seating!

highlandsburrito.com 
Dine in or Pick up To Go  •  (828) 526-9313
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828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com
US 64w • Highlands

41 Years of Fine Dining
Open
5:30-9p

Fri. & Sat.
March 29 & 30
April Hours:
Tues. - Sat.

Christ Anglican Church
464 U.S. Hwy 64E, Cashiers, NC 

Holy Week & Easter

Palm Sunday
March 24 at 10:30 AM

Holy Monday
March 25 at 12 Noon (Service of Word)

Holy Wednesday
March 27 at 6:45 PM (Evening Prayer)

Maundy Thursday
March 28 at 6:00  PM

Good Friday
March 29 at 12 Noon

The Great Vigil of Easter
March 30 at 7:30 PM

Easter Sunday
March 31

7 AM (at Village Green)
and

10:30 AM (at Christ Anglican)
 

christanglicancashiers.org
https://www.youtube.com/@

ChristAnglicanChurchCashiersNC

Going back in time?
Dear Editor,

In North Caroline we have a candidate for Governor 
who is reputed to have said “I absolutely want to go back 
to the America where women couldn’t vote…We want to 
bring back the America where Republicans and principles 
and true ideas of  freedom rule.”  There’s a lot to unpack 
in that statement but what strikes me foremost is what it 
would mean to women.

In the beginning of  this country American law was 
based on English Common Law wherein it was understood 
that the “very being and legal existence of  the woman is 
suspended during marriage, or at least incorporated into 
that of  her husband, under whose wing and protection she 
performs everything.” (Blackstone Commentaries)

It wasn’t until 1848 that women, chafing under that 
idea of  servitude, organized to petition the government for 
the right to vote. Over the course of  the next 70 years, a 
period in history marked by protests, arrests and hunger 
strikes, this request was repeatedly denied.  It was only due 
to the inclusion of  western states, who throughout this 
time granted suffrage to women, that the 19th Amend-
ment to the Constitution was ratified on August 26, 1920. 
But the right to vote was only the beginning of  the fight for 
civil rights for women. 

Fighting for the right to use birth control, to determine 
the size and timing of  their families, became paramount. 
That and the right to work, doing away with discrimination 
in hiring practices, the right to work while pregnant and 
the right to equal pay for equal work were among the many 
social injustices addressed over the next century.  

According to the Timeline of  Legal History of  Wom-
en, between 1920 and 2020, over 50 laws and Supreme 
Court rulings were passed that addressed the injustices 
under which women had lived.  These were decisions and 
laws that made it easier for women to have agency to be 
their own person.

In 1971, before I married, my prospective mother-
in-law encouraged me to open a bank account and get a 
credit card in my own name. However, it wasn’t until 1974 
and the passing of  the Equal Credit Opportunity Act that 
women were guaranteed the opportunity for both. 

Born in 1920, my mother-in-law lived through all the 
legal and social changes which were responsible for her con-
cern for me as a woman. She knew that the freedom to be 
my own person was not easily won and she encouraged my 
autonomy. I am glad she is not alive today to see women’s 
fundamental rights coming under attack and being threat-
ened by this election. 

We need to pay attention to what candidates say. If  they 
can think it, if  they can say it and they are given the power, 
they can do it.  

The rights we think are enshrined in the law are never 
guaranteed. Witness the overturning of  Roe v. Wade, and 
the rumblings of  outlawing birth control and other meth-
ods of  family management. If  all the means of  reproductive 
control are taken away from women, as well as their part-
ners, we could find ourselves back in the time before wom-
en could vote. My mother-in-law was right to be concerned. 

Margaret Pickett
Highlands, NC
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WWhheenn  iitt  ccoommeess  ttoo  yyoouurr  hheeaarrtt,,  yyoouu  ddeesseerrvvee  tthhee  bbeesstt  ccaarree  aavvaaiillaabbllee..  
AAtt  MMiissssiioonn  HHeeaalltthh,,  oouurr  aawwaarrdd--wwiinnnniinngg  tteeaamm  ooff  ssppeecciiaalliissttss  pprroovviiddeess  
ppeerrssoonnaalliizzeedd,,  ccoommppaassssiioonnaattee  ttrreeaattmmeenntt  ffoorr  aannyy  hheeaarrtt  ccoonnddiittiioonn  ——  
eevveenn  tthhee  mmoosstt  ccoommpplleexx  oonneess..

• Healthgrades Cardiac Excellence Awards for cardiac surgery &
surgical care

• Recognized as one of America’s 50 Best Hospitals for Cardiac Care
• Achieved the highest rating in three categories from the Society of

Thoracic Surgeons

Scan to learn 
more or visit 
MissionHealth.org/heart

WWW.MEADOWSMOUNTAINREALTY.COM   |  (828) 526-1717
488 MAIN ST, HIGHLANDS  |  2334 CASHIERS RD, HIGHLANDS  |  196 BURNS ST, CASHIERS

©2024 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. 
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered 
service marks of Columbia Insurance Company, a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate.  Equal Housing Opportunity.

Happy Easter!

This Easter,
may you be 
blessed with
a HOME full
of happiness
and love.

of  the Highlands Smokehouse at 595 Frank-
lin Road sought and received a Special Use 
Permit (SUP) to construct a parking lot on 
its adjacent lot and to increase its outdoor 
seating. 

It was understood that once construc-
tion began, NC DOT would likely require 
the removal of  trees and shrubbery along 
the Franklin Road in its right-of-way due to 
line-of-sight concerns.

The Planning Board’s positive recom-
mendation was followed by the issuance of  
the SUP by the Zoning Board of  Adjust-
ment.

Monday night, co-owner of  the proper-
ty Don Reynolds, Landscape Architect Hank 
Ross and the contractor sought a new SUP 
for increased seating based on the finaliza-
tion of  the parking lot now under construc-
tion.

The new parking lot will have 26 spaces 
which will serve 78 more seats for a total 
of  153 seats in the restaurant. One park-
ing space for three seats is required in B-3 
and B-4 zones with four spaces dedicated to 
eight employees.

However, instead of  discussing the in-
creased seating, discussion revolved around 
the ingress and egress of  the new parking lot 

which had changed since OK’d in August. 
The new plan was for the ingress to 

the new parking lot be from the current 
parking lot but egress from the lot would 
be onto Raoul Road.

This concerned Raoul residents who 
were at the meeting to voice their concerns.

According to Reynolds, the plans 
changed once DOT “put boots on the 
ground.”

“DOT is the one who told us what 
they wanted,” said Reynolds. “They thought 
it was safer to put traffic onto a residential 
road rather than on to a commercial one. 
They cited sight-line, safety and the existing 
utility placement as the reasons.”

There are two existing power poles on 
the corner in the DOT right-of-way that 
could have been moved but it still wouldn’t 
have helped with the sight-line, so DOT 
opted for the Raoul exit, Reynolds said.

Planning Board members echoed the 
concerns of  the Raoul residents saying the 
consideration of  the impact on a residen-
tial neighborhood bordering a commercial 
zone was important.

The difficult inherit entrance and exit 
off  Raoul Road from the Franklin Road 
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COUNTRY CLUB PROPERTIES
Wright Sq. 828-526-2520 | www.ccphighlandsnc.com | ccp4terry@gmail.com

Main Street Mtn. Fresh

Lovely setting with the 2 bedrooms, 
1 bath plus a large loft on Dendy 
Orchard Road. Move in condition 
with good light and updated kitchen 
appliances. Usable lot with chicken 
coop and workshop. Offered at 
$474,000.  mls #103620

This lovely cabin is on the Highlands 
side of Franklin on Mountain Laurel 
Drive. Sits high on a ridge with some 
mountain  view and privacy. Home 
features a great room, fireplace, dining 
room and kitchen, one bedroom 
and bath on the main level, upstairs 
has two loft bedrooms and a bath. 
Terrace level has a family room 
with a full bath, laundry room and 
additional storage. The lot has a 
detached carport and nice trees! 
Offered at $695,000.  mls #103751 

Blue Valley Falls. Stunning 4 bedroom, 
4 1/2 bath sits on over 3.3 acres 
and features a ridgeline view and 
water feature. Huge cathedral living 
room, real fireplace with gas starter, 
screened and open porches with 
fireplace. Cook’s kitchen, 2 main floor 
bedrooms with baths. Lower level has 
2/bed, 2/ba with a full living room and 
fireplace and porch.  A 2-car garage 
with a covered breezeway. Currently 
a vacation rental so advance planning 
for showings required. Offered at 
$1,795,000.  mls #102601

This charming Joe Webb-styled cabin 
has undergone renovations and 
upgrades inside and out. A rustic and 
elegantly designed home which sits 
on 2.84 acres of almost flat land. The 
primary bedroom has an attached 
bathroom with screened porch 
deck. The kitchen opens onto a den 
area and dining room. A new roof in 
2018 and a new septic in 2021. The 
cabin has a strong rental history and 
the property is not subject to any 
restrictions. Only a couple of miles 
to Main Street. Offered at $799,000.  
mls #103930

Located in town with sidewalk 
access.2 blocks from Mountain 
Fresh and 3 blocks from the center 
of town, this historical home built in 
1903 off Horse Cove Road updated 
for modern living. Four bedrooms 
in the main house 3 1/2 baths. Plus 
a 1/bd, 1/ba guest house. Wood 
floors, poured glass, wrap-around 
porches. Tile baths, stone fireplaces. 
Kitchen has natural marble tops and 
a small butler’s pantry. Main floor 
primary with bath. Upstairs has 2 
guest bedrooms with a hall bath 
and an additional primary plus bath. 
View of Satulah mountain and lovely 
grounds with a water feature on 
over 1.4 acres. Offered at $3,200,000.  
mls#103809

In the Brushy Face subdivision, this 4/
bed 6/ba is move-in ready. Designer 
finishes, usable lot, and spectacular 
view! 2-car garage and 2-car carport. 
Real masonry fireplace and a huge 
screen porchwith Blue Valley views. 
Kitchen and dining room open to 
the great room, Primary suite plus 
an office with bath on the main level. 
Upstairs another primary suite, and 
2 guest bedrooms, each with baths. 
The lower level has a sitting room, 
additional guest area with a bath 
and the 2-car garage. Offered at 
$2,950,000.  mls #103508

Only 2 blocks from Main street, this 
totally renovated home is move-in 
ready and features 3/bed and 2/ba 
in the main house, plus an office. 
Guest suite with a full bath over 
the 2-car garage. Large entertaining 
porch and deck. A Plus finishes and 
a convenient location to downtown. 
Priced significantly less that the 
neighboring new homes in the area.  
Offered at $1,750,000.  MLS #103079

Beautifully resurrected from 2 log 
homes dating back to the early 1800s. 
The kitchen, dining and hallways are 
lined with river reclaimed cypress 
from the owner’s personal collection. 
Ceilings are painted pine and antique 
tobacco poles. Interior windows are 
trimmed out in reclaimed wormy 
chestnut. Reclaimed heart pine 
flooring, custom made chandelier 
from South Africa, reclaimed wormy 
chestnut accents on walls. Guest cabin 
suite is separated from the main cabin 
by a covered breezeway.   Offered at 
$2,495,000.  mls # 103597

Three bedroom, 2 1/2 bath home on 
1.15 acres. Lovely, wooded lot with 
beautiful landscaping, firepit and water 
feature. Outdoor shed and workshop. 
Main level has an open kitchen and 
dining area with a 1/2 bath. Large 
living area with primary bedroom, 
ensuite bath with garden tub. Upstairs 
are two bedrooms, large hall bath 
and extra storage. This home can 
be a vacation or short-term rental. 
All for only $595,000. mls #103549 

A 2/bed, 1.5/ba townhouse in town 
with the convenience of living close 
to town amenities without the hassle 
of a large yard to maintain. The fact 
that it’s ready for personal touches 
means you can make it your own and 
create a space that reflects your style.  
Offered at $699,000.  mls #103846

Th i s  un ique  2 -acre  parce l 
is surrounded by 24+ acres of 
Conservation Land (land protected 
from development). Black Rock 
Mtn. is the backdrop. Pasture land 
out front is also conservation 
land. Just 3 miles from the center 
of Main Street. Cathedral ceilings, 
interior wood is reclaimed Wormy 
Chestnut & Black Walnut.  3/bed, 3/
ba with great room/kitchen open 
to loft area. Covered porches and 
open decks. Offered for $1,795,000. 
MLS# 103379

This house on Upper Lake Road in-
town has entrance hall, large living 
room, dining room and gourmet 
kitchen. The screened porch and 
spacious deck. Primary suite with bath, 
office and laundry room, Upstairs has 
3/bed each with its own bath. Beautiful 
porch with gardens and a fountain 
in front. Offered at $2,400.00  mls 
#102744

Freshly renovated, this 3/bed, 2/
ba has good rental history and is a 
nice getaway. Recently renovated 
kitchen, and baths. Custom fire 
pit  and masonry pizza oven. 
Offered at $925,000.  mls #103899 

Lovely year-round living with this 3/
bed, 3/ba Nice living room and open 
dining and modern kitchen. Split 
bedrooms each with baths. rear deck 
and a covered side porch. Lower 
level has a bedroom and bathroom, 
2-car garage and great workshop 
with storage. In excellent condition.  
Offered at $695,000.  mls#103898

The main house has 4/bed, 4/ba 
with free-standing guest quarters. 
Real stone fireplaces, wood floors 
and wood walls. Great kitchen and 
Carolina room with a fireplace. 
This one has rental income and is 
grandfathered for rental with the 
city, Ample parking and a usable yard.  
Offered at $3,499,000.  mls #103911
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• See STUDY page 11

142 HWY 107, Cashiers, NC 28717 • 828-482-5011 • Open Year Round

Brazilian Cowhides

HIGHLANDS 
ELEV. 4II8 I THE HEART OF HAPPINESS 

Join us! 
Saturday, April 13 
8:30 a.m. - 12 p.m. 

And how, aside from being a 
recipient of  donations from the 
Chamber of  Commerce to the 
tune of  $200,000 a year - $100,000 
for each event - Highlands Festival 
Inc. (HFI) is not a component of  
the Chamber, nor is anything HFI 
produces a Chamber event.

According to its Mission 
Statement, HFI is a nonprofit 
organization that brings tourism-
related opportunities to the High-
lands Plateau. Its mission is to pro-
vide live event experiences for the 
area thereby supporting local lodg-
ing, restaurants, retail businesses 
and the residents of  the plateau.

Recently, HFI enlisted the 
services of  Dr. Ha, an economics 
professor from Western Carolina 
University to compile an economic 
impact study that examined the 
financial impact of  the 2023 festi-
vals on the economy of  Highlands. 
The hope was that positive results 
from the study would prove that 
not only are the events fun for visi-
tors and residents but a boon for 
Highlands’ economy.

According to Austin, Dr. Ha 
is a paid consultant, but his work 
is subject to WCU’s Internal Re-
view Board.

The study included informa-
tion on the financial contribution 
of  the festivals to Highlands as 
well as data about festival patrons 
and the impact it all had on the lo-
cal business community.

According to the study, for 
2023 Highlands Food & Wine 
(HF&W) contributed a total 
of  $2,899,862 and created or 
maintained 32 jobs in the local 
economy. The total contribution 
included $1,928,215 in direct ef-
fects, $537,523 in indirect effects 
and $434,124 in induced effects.

Also, according to the study, 
for 2023 Bear Shadow contribut-
ed $2,262,360 and produced and 
maintained 39 jobs to the local 
economy including $1,421,536 in 
direct effects, $443,252 in indirect 
effects and $397,571 in induced 
effects.

Direct impacts of  tourism 

...STUDY continued from page 1
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• Incredible Views
• Par 72 Championship Course  

stretching 6,900 yards of Peaks and Valleys
• Open Daily • Year-Round • Public Golf 

2 hrs. northeast of Atlanta • 20 Minutes from Highlands, NC

For Tee Times, Membership Information or Event Rentals, 
please call 706-746-5302 

www.skyvalleycountryclub.com

 The Coolest Golf Course  
in Georgia 

CHURCH OF THE 

INCARNATION 
HHOOLLYY  WWEEEEKK  &&  EEAASSTTEERR  

MMAAUUNNDDYY  TTHHUURRSSDDAAYY  
MMaarrcchh  2288  aatt  66::0000  PPMM  
GGOO OODD  FFRRIIDDAAYY  

MMaarrcchh  2299  aatt  1122  NNoooonn  
TTHHEE  GGRREEAATT  VVIIGGIILL  OOFF  EEAASSTTEERR  

MMaarrcchh  3300  aatt  88::0000  PPMM  
EEAASSTTEERR  DDAAYY  

MMaarrcchh  3311  aatt  99::0000  AAMM  &&  1111::0000  AAMM  
520 Main Street, Highlands, NC 

incarnationwnc.org 

Artistic Charcuterie for Corporate Events, Private Parties, Anytime and Any Size!
The Secret is Out! Our Charcuterie Boards are the Best!

Place Your Order Today!
(828) 305-7509

             at The Secret Garden
   208 N. 5th St. Village Square

...STUDY continued from page 10
refer to the immediate effects on the econ-
omy, such as tourist spending. 

Indirect impacts are the secondary ef-
fects, such as increased demand for goods 
and services.

Induced impacts are the long-term ef-
fects, such as job creation.

Through a combined impact study, 
it was determined that HF&W and Bear 
Shadow 2023 contributed $5.2 million to 
the Highlands plateau economy, generated 
$678.2 thousand in taxes - $395.3 thou-
sand in federal taxes and $281.9 thousand 
in state/local taxes; created or maintained 
71 jobs and donated more than $52,000 to 
local non-profits.

Mayor Pat Taylor suggested the 
$52,000 given to local non-profits was due 
to the $25 added to each ticket for each 
event basically paid for by the ticket buyer.

Commissioner Amy Patterson ques-
tioned why the amount paid in federal tax-
es was considered important. Austin didn’t 
have an answer but suggested an audience 
with Dr. Ha who could explain his process.

A survey was distributed to the 1,703 
ticket holders of  Highlands Food & Wine 
with 364 considered qualified respondents 
with 364 respondents also from the 3,026 
Bear Shadow ticket holders. 

Among the 361 responses to a resi-
dency question, the majority – 67.3% ID’d 
themselves as visitors 17.7% ID’d as sea-
sonal residents; 7.8% ID’d as “other” and 
7.2% ID’d as year-round residents.

Of  the 11 states represented by the 
364 respondents eight were in the south 
or southeast - Alabama, Florida, Georgia, 
Kentucky, North Carolina, South Carolina, 
Tennessee, and Virginia. The other three 

states were California, Ohio and Texas.
The average stay for both events was 

2.9-3.5 days with 42.3% attending a single 
event and 20% attending all four days. 

For Bear Shadow, results were similar 
with spending and length of  stay a bit less 
because the event was three days rather than 
four.

On average “visitors” versus the other 
categories spent the most - $2,421.85 each 
between lodging, restaurants, and shopping. 
Austin said according to the surveys most 
ticket holders made $250,000 a year or more.

When asked, most who attended High-
lands Food & Wine and those who attended 
Bear Shadow said had it not been for the 
festivals they wouldn’t have come to High-
lands.

Overall, the statistics and figures il-
lustrated a very positive effect from 
both Highlands Food & Wine and Bear 
Shadow. For that reason, Commissioner 
Patterson requested a copy of  the 65-
page study saying there are different 
ways to read statistics and it’s  possible  
“negatives” were not represented.

At that, Austin was quick to say they 
learned about one negative - that Bear Shad-
ow patrons took up parking spaces on Main 
Street which meant patrons to Main Street 
restaurants and businesses had no where to 
park in the evening or during the day. Bear 
Shadow patrons parked in town and were 
then shuttled to the event in Scaly Mountain 
from K-H Founders Park.

Austin said Highlands Festivals was 
looking at ways to fix that and understood 
it was detrimental to businesses on Main 
Street.

• See STUDY page 16
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S...Hop Around Highlands this weekend!

338 Main St.
526-4777

(Across from Town Hall)
(828) 526-8390 

207 N 4th St., Highlands

It’s a shopping 
extravaganza at
The Molly Grace! 

In Town Square
(across from Wild Thyme)

343 Main St, Suite B, 
Highlands, NC

thedarlingduck.com
(828) 482-7370

Find a darling gift for the little one in your 
life! We carry Beaufort Bonnet clothing 

from infant sizes to 14-years of age.

322 Main Street, Highlands • 828-482-0818

Highlands Mercantile on MainHighlands Mercantile on Main

Fine goods for your family and home.
Books • Chocolates • Coffee • Guy Gifts • Home • Skincare
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S...Hop Around Highlands this weekend!

828-526-3160

New Spring 
Arrivals!

A Highlands tradition since 1940
Our 84th season on Main Street

(828)421-3546
361 Main St • Highlands

(Next to Annawear)

Whimsy and 
rejuvenation 

for Easter! 
• Free People • THML 

 • Z Supply 
• Michael Stars 

            • Vintage Havana

  Jeans by:
  Joes • AG 
              • Citizens   
           • Hudson  
     • Mother
           Shoes by:
  • ShuSh 
  • Diba   
   • Blowfish 
  • Matisse

355 Main Street
(in The Galax Theatre

526-4660

Spring Has Spring Has 
SprungSprung

(828) 526-5226 
450 Main St. 
Highlands

• Cookware 
• Bakeware 

• Cutlery 
• Gadgets 
• Tabletop 
• Stemware 

• Small Appliances

Gourmet Kitchenware

Opening Opening 
April 29thApril 29th

Offering  Offering  
Lingerie, Lingerie, 

Loungewear, Loungewear, 
and Gifts to and Gifts to 

Spruce up Any Spruce up Any 
OccasionOccasion

468 Carolina Way 468 Carolina Way 
828-371-7890 828-371-7890 

email: haleysfinelingerie@gmail.comemail: haleysfinelingerie@gmail.com
352 Main Street, Highlands

828-526-4994

Jewelry for 
Every 

Occasion!
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For more information call Lester 
Norris or Janice Mathis at 828-526-
3556. 

Mon.-Fri.
• Pickle Ball will be played inside the 

Recreation Center Mon.-Fri., 10am-1pm for 
the winter. 

NEW POOL SCHEDULE
• Lap Swim: Mon.-Fri., 6.-9:45a, and 

Sat.,10a-11p - 6 lanes. Water Aerobics: 18 yrs 
plus, Mon.-Fri. 10 -11am with Karen Cham-
bers. Adult Swim: 18 years old+, Mon.-Thurs 
11a-3:30p and Fri., 11a-1:30p. Public Swim 
Mon.- Thurs. 3:30-7p; Sat. 11a-6p and Sun. 
1-6p. For info, call 828-526-1595.

MEETINGS ALL WEEK
• Highlands/ Cashiers Alcoholics Anon-

ymous “Open Meetings” are for anyone who 
thinks they may have a drinking problem or 
for anyone interested in the A.A. recovery 
program. Open meetings are held in High-
lands @ the 1st Presbyterian Church, 471 
Main St., on Monday at 5:30 p.m. and on 
Wednesday & Fridays @ 12:00 noon. Open 
in person meetings are held in Cashiers @ 
the Albert Carlton Cashiers Community Li-

•HigHlanDs area eVents•
brary, 249 Frank Allen Rd. on Sunday at 5:00 
pm, on Tuesday @ 7:00 pm, on Friday at 5:00 
pm and on Saturday at 9:00 am. Cashiers 
Open ZOOM Meetings are on Wednesday 
@ 700 pm. ZOOM ROOM 921 817 2966 
PASSWORD CVG2020. For more informa-
tion please visit our website www.aawnc80.
org or to speak with a member of A.A. 24/7 
call our HELP Line 828 349-4357.

Mon.-Fri.
• Nantahala Tennis plays at the Highlands 

Rec Park 9a-1p.
Mon-Wed-Fri
• Aerobics with Tina Rogers 8-9am at 

the Rec Park.
• Heart Healthy Exercise Class at the 

Rec Park 8:30-9:30am. The cost for the class 
is $25 a month. The class is led by Cathy 
Hodgson. Contact the Recreation Depart-
ment at 828-526-3556 for more information.

Second Mondays
• The local chapter of PEO, an off-cam-

pus sorority founded in the 1800s that pro-
vides grants and loans to women with finan-
cial need who want to return to school or 
further their education meets at 10 a.m. More 

meeting places call president Paula McDon-
ald at 706-372-3004 

• Indivisible Highlands from 5:15-6:15pm 
at the Hudson Library Meeting Room. 

2nd Tuesdays
• Highlands Writers Group meets on 

alternate Tuesday afternoons at 3pm. Writ-
ers still uncomfortable with in-person gath-
erings may participate via Zoom meetings 
For more information contact Bud Katz at 
either 828-526-3190 or at budandlynn@
me.com 

Tuesdays
• Strength Training at the Rec Park 

8:15-9:15 am. Aim for strong, lean muscles 
using light weights, body weight, and high 
repetition to shape and tone. Learn proper 
form and range of motion to safely target 
all muscle groups for a metabolic boost and 
feel great. 

• At Hudson Library, Nature Kids on se-
lected Tuesday mornings, For more info call 
the Hudson Library at 828-526-3031

• At Wayfarers Chapel, Workshop for 
Writers – Tuesdays from 5-6:30 PM. Facili-
tated by Sam Renken, this group has a simple 
mission: to foster and provide consistent 
community for local writers thereby giving 
writers of all ages and genres the opportu-
nity to write, read, revise, and present their 
work to the group.

• ESL classes are held at the Presbyte-
rian Church in Highlands from 6:30-7:30pm. 
No registration required – just show up and 
participate. Questions? call 828-526-0863 or 
email info@maconncliteracy.org

Wednesdays
• Hudson Library, in partnership with 

VAYA Health, is hosting an educational se-
ries on adult mental health topics, held on 
the first Wednesday of each month at 11 
AM. This series is aimed particularly at older 
adults and will focus on mental health topics 
of particular interest to them, but all ages are 
welcome to attend. The November 1 pro-
gram is Dementia: A Deeper Understanding. 
Reservations are required for this free event. 
To register, stop by the library or call 828-
526-3031. 

2nd & 4th Wed.
• Digital Navigators will be at the 

Hudson Library the second and fourth 
Wednesdays 1PM - 3PM of each month to 
help patrons with their tech needs. Bring a 
smartphone, laptop, or other digital device 
to receive free assistance and support.  No 
appointments are required - all are welcome.

• Pickle Ball inside and outside at the 
Rec Park. 10am-1pm, everyone is welcome 
so come out and enjoy a game of Pickle Ball.

Mon., Tues., Thurs.
• The Food Pantry behind the Method-

ist Church on Spring Street is open from 
10a-6p.

• Exercise Class with Michelle Lane at 
the Rec Park at 5:30. A combination class 
with different types of exercise. Contact the 
Recreation Department at 828-526-3556 
for more information

2nd & 4th Thursdays
• Hudson Library is hosting a new pro-

gram for dementia caregivers. On the sec-
ond and fourth Thursday of each month, you 
are invited to join the Dementia Caregiv-
ers Support Group, a welcoming group of 
people that understand what you are going 
through. They come together to offer each 
other support, resources, and a listening ear. 
Moderators Chris and Fred ensure that the 
group is a safe place for judgement-free dis-
cussion. The next meeting of the Dementia 
Caregivers Support Group is February 22 
at 10:15 AM at Hudson Library. For more 
information about the group, contact Chris 
at 772-473-1088.

 Thursdays
• Kickboxing 8:15-9:15 am. at the Rec 

Park. An exhilarating and fun mix of martial 
arts for a calorie-burning workout. Learn 
the proper form and technique to execute 
jabs, hooks, uppercuts, and front and side 
roundhouse kicks in a non-contact setting. 
No martial arts background necessary Con-
tact the Recreation Department at 828-
526-3556 for more info.

• At Hudson Library, Family Storytime 
continues throughout the year on Thursday 
mornings at 10:40 AM. 

• At Hudson Library, Kids Zone at 3:30 
pm with a wide variety of STEAM, nature, 
and craft activities. For more information 
about any of these summer activities, con-
tact Hudson Library at 828-526-3031.

Saturdays
• Story Ballet - a gentle ballet & cre-

ative movement class for Children 3-4. The 
flow of class follows a story or theme that 
changes each month, engaging imaginations! 
Saturday 5:30-6:30pm. 828-421-6720

• Adult Ballet - crafted for beginners, 
but mindfully taught for all levels. Ballet is an 
excellent way to move, grow stronger, im-
prove balance, flexibility and coordination 
while having fun. 6:30-7:30pm. 828-421-6720.

2nd Saturdays
• The Western North Carolina Wood-

turners Club meets in Highlands at The Bas-
com at 10 a.m. thru Nov.

3rd Saturdays
• The American Legion Post 370 meets 

at the First Methodist Church at 315 Main 
St. in their community room/909 chapel. We 
serve breakfast at 9 AM and hold our month-
ly meeting at 10 AM. We invite ALL veterans 

withwith 
MIKE 

KINNEBREW

purchase ticketspurchase tickets

Thursday, April 18
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to attend - email ncpost370@gmail.com for 
more information or just join us at 9 AM on 
the 3rd Saturday of the month.

Sundays
• At Wayfarers Chapel, Sunday Service: 

10 AM Sunday Morning. Stick around for 
visitation and coffee hour immediately after 
service. (Coffee hour is replaced by potluck 
dinner the 1st Sunday of each month).

Thurs. – Sun., March 28-31
• Highlands-Cashiers Players presents 

the comedy “Squabbles” at PAC’s ML The-
ater on Chestnut Street at 7:30 p.m., 2 p.m. 
Sunday. Cabaret seating $35. For tickets go 
to HighlandsCashiersPlay-ers.com or call 
828-526-9047.

Thurs., March 28
• Women in Business Networking 

Event at the Highlands Chamber of Com-
merce Welcome Center 4:30-6p. RSVP to 
businesservices@highlandschamber.org.

Fri. March 29
• Self-guided exhibit of “Stations of the 

Cross” around town. 
Sat., March 30
• Annual Easter Egg Hunt will be Sat-

urday, at 10am at the Highlands Recreation 
Department for ages 0-9 years old. The ad-
dress is 600 North 4th Street. For any other 
information call Lester Norris or Janice 
Mathis at 828-526-3556.

• Easter Egg Hunt at the Village Green 
in Cashiers at 11 a.m. For children 11 years 
and younger.

Thurs. – Sun., April 4-7
• Highlands-Cashiers Players presents 

the comedy “Squabbles” at PAC’s ML The-
ater on Chestnut Street at 7:30 p.m., 2 p.m. 
Sunday. Cabaret seating $35. For tickets go 
to HighlandsCashiersPlay-ers.com or call 
828-526-9047.

Fri., April 5
• OEI’s Chef Dinners at The Farm. 

CHEFs NICOLA FEDELI and CALVISIUS 
CAVIAR. Book Online at OldEdwardsHos-
pitality.com/ChefDinners 

Mon., April 8
• Sunset Rock Star Party from 1-4:30 

p.m. Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust is host-
ing an eclipse viewing for all ages. Hike, learn 
and engage. Learn about the cultural and 
geological history of Ravenel Park. Light re-
freshments provided. Parking is across the 
street from the Highlands Nature Center. 

Thurs., April 11
• “Survival Tricks of the Trail” is present-

ed by award-winning author and survivor, 
Mark Warren at MC Public Library on Siler 
Road at 6pm. He reached national as a na-
ture educator and wilderness athlete. Mark 
teaches nature classes and primitive survival 
skills at the nationally renowned wilderness 

school in southern Appalachia, Medicine Bow. 
Come join us to have a few tricks and a fun 
time.  All are welcome to attend and open to 
the general public.  A free raffle will be given 
at the program. 

Fri. April 12
• Great Art on Screen Titian, the empire 

of color, at PAC at 5:30 p.m. For tickets visit 
www.HighlandsPerformingArts.com

Sat.,  April 13
• Plateau Pickup 8:30a-noon. Meet in 

K-H Founders Park on Pine Street for a light 
breakfast and lunch will be provided after. 
Participants receive a free t-shirt. To par-
ticipate send an email to events@highland-
schamber.org.

April 15-19
• The Town of Highlands will conduct 

its annual white goods pickup.  During this 
week, the town will come to a residence and 
pick up any used appliances such as washing 
machines, stoves, or other appliances.  Please 
call Town Hall at (828) 526 – 2118 for more 
information.  The town will recycle the metal 
of these defunct machines.  Money from the 
recycling effort will help defray some of the 
program’s costs. 

Thurs.,  April 18
• OEI’s The Orchard Sessions with 

Mike Kinnebrew at The Farm. Indie folk fu-
eled by soulful inspiration. Light bites, a cash 
bar 6-8 p.m. $40. Book Online: https://www.
simpletix.com/e/mike-kinnebrew-orchard-
sessions-at-the-far-tickets-149347

Wed., May 1
• The Bascom has a Call for Entries for 

the Dazzling Dahlia Festival 2024 in partner-
ship with the Highlands Historical Society. 
Open to any age or experience level. The 
winner will become the featured artist of 
2024 and receive a $500 prize. Also intro-
ducing a Youth Poster category for children 
17 and under! The youth winner will receive 
a $50 Bascom program gift certificate. Please 
indicate age with submission. Entry Deadline: 
May 1st For more info, call (828) 526-4949.

Sat., May 4
• Pop-Up Bag Pipers are scheduled from 

4:30 p.m. to 5 p.m. Sat., 
Sun., May 5
• OEI’s Chef Dinners at The Farm. Din-

ner with James Beard Winner Chef Terry 
Koval Book Online at OldEdwardsHospital-
ity.com/ChefDinners  

Sat.-Sun., May 11-12
• The 4th annual Bear Shadow will be 

held again at Winfield Farm in Scaly Moun-
tain. Visit https://bearshadownc.com/ for in-
formation about how to purchase tickets.

Sat., May 11
• 3rd Annual FREE Highlands Dog Show 

in K-H Founders Park on Pine Street. Reg-

/Utt w� 1tPe11 
Sunaay, March 24 - 11:00am 

Pa{m &' Passion Sunday Worsh!J) 
ihursaay, March 28th - s:0Dym Mauniy Thursiay 

Dinner foffowed 6y Worsh!J) 
Friaay, March 29th - 12:00ym to 4:00ym good Friday 

Se{j-Quided Exhibit of "Stations in the Street" 6y Scott Erickson 
Sunaay, March 31st - 11:00am Easter Sunday 

Syecia{ Music and an Egg Hunt for Chi{dren 
471 Main Street 

1-figh{ands, North Carolina 
828.526.3175 

istration 1-1:30. Judging begins at 1:30 p.m. 
Award ceremony 2:30-3:30 p.m. Categories: 
Best in Show, Best Trick, Happiest Dog, Best 
Behavior, Looks Like Owner.

Fri., May 17
• High Style Meet & Greet in Kelsey 

Hutchinson Founders Park on Pine Street 
5-6:30 p.m. Kick off the inaugural High Style 
event in style with our meet and greet re-
ception at Kelsey Hutchinson Founders 
Park. Join us for an evening of mingling, sip-
ping, and savoring. Music by Zorki. Food, 
beer and wine included in the ticket price. 
$45

• Friday Night Live showcases tradi-
tional mountain music and exceptional local 
talent on Main Street’s Town Square 6-8:30 
p.m. – Silly Ridge (High Style event weekend) 

Sat., May 18 
• High Style Fashion Show in Town 

Square at 341 Main St. from 9:30-11 a.m. 
Whether you are a fashion enthusiast, a 
trendsetter, or simply looking for entertain-
ment, the High Style Fashion Show promises 
an unforgettable experience for all. Price in-
cludes seating, beverage and swag bag. * We 
encourage guests to embrace their personal 
style and dress to impress.* $25 VIP seating

• Saturdays on Pine features a variety 
of popular, regional bands and musicians at 
Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park 6-8:30 
p.m. – Continental Divide (High Style event 
weekend)

Tues., May 21
• Free Sports Physicals at Highlands 

School at 2 p.m. Rising 5th-12 graders who 
will be participating in NCHSAA sanctioned 
sports. A state-mandated sports physical is 
required prior to trying out for any sport. 
Parents or guardians should plan to attend 
the sports physical to answer questions the 
medical team may have during the exam. 
For more information contact Highlands 
School’s Mission Sports Medicine Athletic 
Trainer Will Mathiowdis at William.Mathio-
wdis@HCAHealthcare.com.

Fri., May 24
• Friday Night Live showcases tradi-

tional mountain music and exceptional local 
talent on Main Street’s Town Square 6-8:30 
p.m. – McClain Family Band.

Sat., May 25 
• Saturdays on Pine features a variety 

of popular, regional bands and musicians at 
Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park 6-8:30 
p.m. – Southside Station
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Olmhighlands.com

Holy Week Schedule 2024

Our Lady of the Mountains Catholic Church
Highlands

March 28 - Holy Thursday Mass 
Our Lady of the Mountains - 6 p.m.

March 29 - Good Friday Liturgy 
Our Lady of the Mountains - 3 p.m. 

March 30 - Holy Saturday Mass
Our Lady of the Mountains - 8:45 p.m.

March 31 - Easter Sunday Mass 
St. Jude Sapphire Valley - 9 a.m.

Our Lady of the Mountains - 11 a.m.

First Baptist Church, Highlands
Easter Services

7am - Sunrise Service on church grounds
7:30am - Breakfast in Fellowship Hall
10:45am - Church Service in Sanctuary

 220 Main St, Highlands, NC 28741
Phone: (828) 526-4153

Upstairs and Across the 
Walkway at Falls on Main 

Highlands

Owner/Stylist: 
Lacy Jane Villardo

Stylists: 
Heather Escandon

Maggie Barden 
Desiray Schmitt 
Lauren Buckely

Nail Tech: 
Jenna Schmitt

Hair • Nails • Waxing 
• Tanning 
• Facials 

Walk-ins Welcome!
Open at 9a Tues.-Sat.

828-526-3939

�E llFE 
�!� 

Hours: 9am-5pm 
Mon-Sat 

828-526-5999
wholelifehighlands@icloud.com 
LOCATED AT 680 M 'ITII ST, IIIGlllAMDS NEcm Organic smoothie/juice

bar located 
inside Whole 

a �.&.ID Life Market 

Mayor Pat Taylor echoed Patterson’s re-
quest saying the entire board would like cop-
ies of  the study.

Austin said he couldn’t release the study 
because it included proprietary information 
that he didn’t want to make public, but he 
would be happy to sit down with any inter-
ested commissioner and would go through it 
page-by-page.

He also offered to have Dr. Ha come 
and explain his process and the results, but 

the offer fell on deaf  ears.
“As for Dr. Ha, coming to the board 

to explain the methodology of  the study, I 
do not think that is necessary unless there is 
full access to the entire study for the board, 
press and public,” said Mayor Taylor later. 
“The complete study, which Highlands Fes-
tival, Inc. commissioned and over which it 
wishes to maintain propriety control, is the 
primary document of  the study.”

Reportedly, Director of  the Chamber 
of  Commerce, Kaye McHan had also re-
quested a copy of  the study but her request 
was also denied.

The following Monday, Austin said he 
would provide full access of  the entire study 
to the Board of  Commissioners and to the 
press. Mayor Taylor thanked him for the 
clarification and asked that a PDF copy be 
made available or access to the site where it 
is posted.

Instead, on Tuesday, Austin asked 
Mayor Taylor to send him some dates/
times when he would be available to meet.

“We’ll review the entire report togeth-
er. The same offer goes to the press as well 
as the commissioners,” he said. “The study 
is great news for Highlands and includes 
data we can all use in our decision making. 
I’m excited to share it in even greater de-
tail.”

Austin said HFI’s goal is to provide ac-
cess and transparency, while also controlling 
the process.

 “As Commissioner Patterson wisely 
pointed out, objective data can be cherry 
picked to prove anything one wants. We just 
want to make sure the data included in the 
study is presented in context.”

It’s unclear if  the mayor or the com-
missioners will take Austin up on his offer.

- Kim Lewicki

...STUDY continued from page 11

The Bascom has a Call for Entries for 
the Dazzling Dahlia Festival 2024 in part-
nership with the Highlands Historical Soci-
ety. Open to any age or experience level, en-
tries must be received by Wednesday May 1.

The winner will become the featured 
artist of  2024 and receive a $500 prize. 
Also introducing a Youth Poster category 
for children 17 and under! The youth win-
ner will receive a $50 Bascom program gift 
certificate. 

Please indicate age with submission. 
Entry Deadline: May 1st For more info, call 
(828) 526-4949.

Register for Dahlia 
Festival by May 1
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...WORKSESSION continued from page 1 Highlands United Methodist Church
 www.highlandsmethodist.org

Service of  Healing
March 27th - 6pm in the Faith & Fellowship Center

Holy Thursday Service
March 28th at 5:30pm in the sanctuary

Good Friday Service 
March 29th at 5:30pm in the sanctuary

Easter Sunday
Sunday, March 31st

Sunrise Service at the Easter Cross on the front lawn 
at 7:15am

Easter Worship Services ~ 9:09 & 11am
Potluck Easter Brunch ~ 10am in in the 

Faith & Fellowship Center
Easter Egg Hunt ~ 10:15am on the front lawn

I’m baaaaaack again!
With the same menu, low prices, FREE coffee and an older more mellow attitude!

Come by for a visit and enjoy those Appalachian Fries and a fresh Gyro! 

Salads • Pitas • Burgers • Philly Cheese Steak • Shrimp Pita • Susan’s Rueben 
Italian Sausage • Chicken Wings • Appalachian Fries • Onion Rings • Fried Shrimp 

Fish n’ Chips • Chicken Fingers and more!

Dine in or Call in your order for Pickup! • 828-482-1513 
462 Dillard Road, Highlands (across from Dusty’s)

Lunch
Tues. - Sat.

11a to 3p

Bronze sculpture • Paintings 
Vintage & Antique Collectables & 

Furniture • Costume Jewelry

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

Board Appointments
The appointment policy for both the 

Planning and Zoning boards has fluctuated 
over the years.

Most recently, when a resident of  
Cullowhee applied for a Planning Board 
position, as well as members missing meet-
ings, commissioners agreed policy clarifica-
tion was needed.

Though not official until the April 
Town Board meeting when the board will 
vote to adopt the new verbiage, it was agreed 
that five of  the seven Planning Board and 
Zoning Board members must be full-time 
residents within the town limits and two can 
live full-time in the Highlands Township but 
must own property or a business inside the 
town limits.

Both tenures are for three years with 
reappointment required after three years, 
but time off  between appointments is no 
longer necessary.

Town Manager Josh Ward said main-
taining continuity particularly on the Zon-
ing Board is important because there is a lot 
of  legalese that must be learned.

He said having to bring new members 
up-to-date is problematic.

For both boards, members’ tenure 
will be staggered and anyone missing three 
meetings in a year’s time will be asked to re-
sign from the board(s).

Weekend Work
For close to two decades both com-

mercial entities and residents have been al-
lowed to work at construction sites and on 
personal property Saturdays and Sundays.

But due to unclear verbiage in the 
Code of  Ordinances, Planning Director 
Michael Mathis and the Town Board have 
been working to clean up language for clari-
fication.

Though residents can work on their 
property or homes with their own equip-
ment unhampered Saturdays and Sundays, 

commercial entities can now only work Sat-
urdays from 9a to 4p.

“I have no problem with contractors 
working Saturday, but not on Sunday,” said 
Commissioner Jeff  Weller.

Commissioner Amy Patterson said 
weather was her issue.

“Since we have so much rain, we need 
to let them work to make up for days dur-
ing the week they were shut down due to 
weather,” she said. “Also, so they can get the 
project done.”

Homeowners may not hire a company 
to do their work on either day but can do 
the work themselves whether it be landscap-
ing or home projects.

The umbrella ordinance regarding 
residential or commercial work is the noise 
ordinance. If  sustained residential noise ex-
ceeds 60 decibels or if  sustained commer-
cial noise exceeds 70 decibels, police can 
issue a warning.

- Kim Lewicki



• See SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING page 19

•Biz/org news•

Pastor Dan Robinson
Highlands Central Baptist 
Church
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Proverbs 3:5 • Places to worsHiP • John 3:16
BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor (828) 421-1315

Sundays: School:10 a.m. , Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298

Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30
Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30 

CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley. GA • 706-746-2999 

Sundays: 10 a.m. Worship; Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 
Rev’d Dr. Michael Matlock, Rector 
464 Hwy 64E. Cashiers. NC 28717

CAC@christanglicancashiers.org & 828-743-1701
Sundays: 9:30 am Adult Christian Formation;

10:30 am Holy Eucharist Worship
Wednesdays: 6 pm Bible Study, Prayer, Potluck

Thursdays: 11:30 am Healing Eucharist
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY. CASHIERS
Pastor Jacob Tedder jacob@cashiers.church • 743-5470

www.cashiers.church
Sun.10:45am.; Wed. 5:15 pm supper and teaching.

Contact Ellen@cashiers.church for add’l programming
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685

3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC • Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sundays: Service 10:45am, Children’s 10:30am

Wednesdays: Youth 5:30-7pm; Women’s Bible Study: Mondays 
4:30pm, Tuesdays 10am; Men’s Bible Study: Wednesdays & 

Thursdays 7am @ Zookeeper Bistro
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY

706. 746.3144 • 696 Sky Valley Way #447 
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas

Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd Sunday 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. W. Bentley Manning, Rector • 526-2968
5th and Main streets • www.incarnationwnc.org

Sunday: Rite I, spoken, 8 am in Chapel, Rite II with Choir 10:30 
am in Sanctuary, Wed: Healing Eucharist 12 pm in Chapel, Morn-

ing Prayer: Mon-Thurs 8:30 am in Chapel
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS

828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor • 220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Women’s 10:30 am
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Emily Wilmarth, pastor 
828-526-3175 • fpchighlands.org

Sun.: Adult Ed.: 10 a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.
Tues: Men’s Group 10 a.m. Wed: Bell Choir 4 p.m.. Choir:6p

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 

Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS

Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers

www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
4673 Hwy 107N. • Glenville. NC • 743-2729 

Pastor Jeremy Queen 
Sunday: Worship 11a & 6p. Sun. School 5 p.m.

Wed. Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson • 11339 Buck Creek Road

Highlandscentralbaptist.org • 828-526-0774
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily 

sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a & 6p.Wed. Worship is 6p

HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
 Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor & Rev. Christine Murphy 

526-3376
In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services

 909a Bluegrass and 11a Traditional
 www.highlandsmethodist.org

HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA
2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741

Rev. Ken Langsdorf
Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.

Visit our website: Holy Family Lutheran Highlands NC
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH

8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11. Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.

MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
Franklin • 828-634-1312 • mountainsynagoguewnc.com.

Services: 1st /Fri. and 3rd Sat. 
and Rosh Hashanah & Yom Kippur. 
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 

743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church.  

4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 
Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 

OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone – 526-2418
Tues. - 9:30am; Thurs. - 9:30am; Sun. - 11am 

SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby

Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 
ST. JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

Mass: Sun. 9a; Mon. 9:30a (Latin); Wed. 9:30a
THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD

1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: • 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood
Sunday Services: 8a. 9:30 & 11a

Visit our website www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com for 
schedules of activities. 

Our Bazaar Barn supports outreach in the community. 
Open Thurs., Fri. Sat. 10a -2p.

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 
85 Sierra Drive. Franklin • uufranklin.org  

Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am

The National Highway Traffic Safety Administra-
tion (NHTSA) reports that “52% of  car accidents 
happen within a five-mile radius of  our homes or 

neighborhoods.”
The report goes on to advise that one of  the causes 

for these accidents is “carelessness due to our familiarity 
with our neighborhoods.”

We might put it this way, “I’ve driven these streets so 
many times and I know every crack in the road so I can 
relax a little bit.”

That sort of  over-familiarity keeps us from doing 
what we should be doing, driving carefully!

The National Retail Foundation cites the following 
statistics regarding Easter:

• 81% of  consumers plan to celebrate Easter
• Around 22.4 billion dollars will be spent in the Unit-

ed States in 2024 for the Easter Celebration-Holiday
• Of  this amount, candy and flowers are tied at 89% 

as to how this money will be spent
• Americans will celebrate Easter in the following 

ways:
 53% Will be visiting friends and family;
 57% Will be cooking a Holiday meal;
 51% Will be participating in an Easter-Egg-Hunt;
 43% Will be going to Church. Yes! The lowest per-

centage will be going to Church.
From these statistics we must conclude that our over-

familiarity with Easter has led to a gross carelessness.
In every discipline of  life there are non-negotiable 

fundamentals. Riding a bicycle, playing baseball or study-
ing for an exam all have fundamentals. These don’t change.

What then, may we say, are the New Testament fun-
damentals of  Easter?

• Jesus Christ died on the Cross for the sins of  the 
whole world, past, present and future (Romans 5:7-8)

• He was resurrected three days later by the power of  
God (Matthew 16:21, Ephesians 1:19-20).

• He desires a personal relationship with you (I Pe-
ter 3:18). Please take note of  this: He died to bring us to 
God. Not to a religion or a church first of  all, but to God. 
Churches are full of  people who have never met God 
through a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.

• I must make a decision about Jesus Christ. He has 
already made a decision about us. He has decided that “red 
and yellow, black and white are precious in His sight.” He 
has decided to do everything possible in order that we 

Have you been 
careless about 

Easter?
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•Police & Fire rePorts•
Highlands Police entries from March 20. Only 

the names of persons arrested, issued a sum-
mons/citation, issued a Class-3 misdemeanor or 
those of public officials have been used. 

March 20
• At 2 p.m., officers assisted a woman who lost her 

Iphone, possibly in Highlands.
March 21
• At 9:30 p.m., officers responded to a 2-vehicle ac-

cident on Oak Street.
March 23
• At 1:16 p.m., officers responded to a 1-vehicle ac-

cident on Big Bearpen Road.
March 24
• At 1:01 a.m., officers responded to a 2-vehicle ac-

cident on Carolina Way.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue log from March 
19.

March 19
• At 9:59 a.m., the dept. was first-responders to a 

residence on West View Way.
March 20
• At 4:18 p.m., the dept. responded to a brush fire at 

a location on Buck Creek Road.

• At 7:31 p.m., the dept. was first-responders to a resi-
dence on Blue Valley Road which led to a MAMA pickup.

March 21
• At 2:49 a.m., the dept. was first-responders to a resi-

dence on Laurelwood Ridge.
• At 2:21 p.m., the dept. provided mutual assistance to 

the Cashiers FD for a brush fire.
• At 6 p.m., the dept. provided mutual assistance to the 

Cashiers FD for a brush fire.
• At 9:32 p.m., the dept. responded to a motor vehicle 

accident on N. 1st Street.
March 22
• At 11:32 a.m., the dept. was first-responders to a 

residence on Hemlock Way.
• At 2:59 p.m., the dept. was first-responders to a resi-

dence on Upper Lake Road.
March 23
• At 2:19 a.m., the dept. responded to a motor vehicle 

accident on the Walhalla Road (NC 28s).
• At 3:57 p.m., the dept. responded to a motor vehicle 

accident on the Walhalla Road (NC 28s).
March 24
• At 8:18 p.m., the dept. responded to a call of a gas 

leak at a residence on Whiteside Mountain Road.
March 25
• At 10:57 a.m., the dept. was first-responders to a 

residence on Mountain Moorings Drive.
• At 11:18 a.m., the dept. responded to a motor ve-

hicle accident on the Dillard Road (NC 106).

might be forgiven of  our sins and enter, by faith, into a 
personal relationship with Him. (Acts 16:31).

• I enter that relationship by confessing my sins, turn-
ing away from them, acknowledging Jesus Christ as Lord 
over every area of  my life and following Him daily in dis-
cipleship (Romans 10:9-10)

Will you make that decision today? There is no other 
way to be forgiven of  our sins and have the absolute as-
surance of  eternal life except through Him (Acts 4:12).

Have you been careless about Easter?
Have you become overly familiar with the story of  

The Old Rugged Cross?
Have you been driving too fast in life to read the 

spiritual road signs pointing you to Heaven?
If  so, then I hope you will slow down this Easter 

season. I hope you will begin or deepen your relationship 
with Jesus Christ. I hope you will affect the statistics for 
next year by increasing the percentage of  church-goers 
on Easter. I hope you will spend money not only on good 
and legitimate things but on spreading the Gospel of  Je-
sus Christ around the world as well.

May the Lord richly bless you and yours this Easter 
season and may the words on your lips this Sunday morn-
ing be, “He isn’t here; He has risen, just as He said! (Mat-
thew 28:6). Amen!

...SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING 
continued from page 18
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Highlands Automotive

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

NC
Inspection

Station

Service
&

Repair

► 828-526-9325 ◄
Generators aren't just a "thing" we do, 

generators are all we do! 

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 log cabins nestled in 
the hemlocks 

on 25 acres at the base 
of Whiteside 
Mountain.

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

Grading • Lot Clearing • Retaining Wall
Driveways • Septic Placement

Call Raul 
706-982-3803 
706-970-7638
828-347-0255

valenciagrading@gmail.com

Ryan M. Bears
Branch Leader

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784

ryan.bears@allentate.com

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

JUNK
WE HAUL IT AWAY

House / Garage / Yard
Call for free estimate

 828 - 421 - 5188

Paul Corbin
Owner

A&O LANDSCAPING SERVICES, LLC

828-371-2240
pcorbin1631@aol.com

2460 Cashiers Road • Highlands 828-526-2395
highlandslawnandgarden.com

Kiln dried 
FIREWOODFIREWOOD
Delivery or pickup

Quality Tree Care & Removal 18+ years

Fully Insured828-200-9217

estimates@mendozatree.com
mendozatreeservices.com

Following Jesus makes your life 
better and makes you better at life.

Sunday mornings
(new series)

8:40am - Coffee/Nibbles
9am - Live Stream w/Andy Stanley

March 31: Join us for Easter Brunch!
For directions call Bee at 404-307-1415.

Buck Creek Rd - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Road near the hospital

CHESTNUT STORAGE
Storage Units Available
Secure 24-Hour Access

Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms

Call today to find out why we’re
“Highlands Premier Facility”

828-482-1045 Look for our sign!
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•classiFieDs•

HOME REMODELING • NEW CONSTRUCTION 
INTERIOR 6 EXTERIOR• REPAIR • DRYWALL i=. -� 

SHOWER REMODEL • PAINT 6 STAIN 
REPAIR • DRYWALL • CARPENTRY 

828.332.2520 
828.371.2189 

MENDOZAPAINT17@GMAIL.COM 0 

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing

• House Maintenance
• Drywall Repair

• Deck Repair
Quality Work • Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com

828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

Cosmos Flowers

Store: 828-526-0044
Cell: 828-200-6101

cosmosflowersnc@gmail.com
95 Highlands Plaza

Follow us
Instagram and facebook

@cosmosflowersnc

Full Service Florist

fit� 

. . . . . .. . . . . . 

Realtor-Broker 
Luxury Home Specialist 
Licensed in NC & GA 

828-332-9767 
al.stoneham@allentate.com 

Highlands/Scaly Mtn/Cashiers 

FOR SALE
PIANO - Yamaha Baby Grand. Excellend con-

dition. Call Susan (828) 526-9846. (st. 3/21)
SEASONED FIREWOOD - Any size load. 

call 828-342-6806. (st. 1/25)
LAND FOR SALE - 3 tracts, 7.5 miles south 

of Highlands, 8.64 acres with spring, by far the best 
view in the area at $200,000; 6.12 acres with spring 
(already subdivided into 2, 3-acre lots) $140,000; 
3.99 acres with southern exposure, $70,000. 828-
974-1137. (5/16)

TINY HOME LOTS FOR SALE. $30k-
$55k/ea. Each lot comes with water, power, and 
sewer run to each lot. www.TinyMountainEstates.
com for more info. (st. 11/22)

RV SITE - class A only - in Wildflower Creek 
RV Resort. Just minutes from Highlands and Sky 
Valley. Full hook-up, concrete pad, landscaped and 
storage shed. Reduced $192,500. For more info 
call 828-421-1709 or email bobnnancync@gmail.
com. (st, 1/25)

FOR RENT
LARGE FURNISHED HOME IN PRES-

TIGIOUS HIGHLANDS NEIGHBOR-
HOOD. TWO STORY, 2 KITCHENS, OF-
FICE, 3 BEDROom, 3.5 baths, numerous porches 
and balconies. Main bedroom and office on ground 
floor. Short term available. $5500/month long 
term. Call Deborah at (352) 422-7200. (st. 3/21)

NEW 1/BED APT. downtown Highlands in 
Village Square. Walk-in closet and balcony. One 

year minimum lease. Unfurnished. $3,500/mth. 
Call Robin at 828-200-0044. (st. 3/21) 

COMMERCIAL BUILDING DOWN-
TOWN HIGHLANDS - Retail with office 
space upstairs. Aprox. 1,700 sf. Good storage and 
parking on 1/2 acre at 255 Spring Street. David 
King 727-644-9544 (2/15) 

NEW FURNISHED EXECUTIVE 
APARTMENT FOR RENT in Highlands city 
limits. 1 bed/1 bath in garden setting. $1,700 with 
all utilities and internet included. Call/text 352-
422-7200. (st. 1/18)

APT. WITH MOUNTAIN VIEW 2 1/2 
minutes from Main Street. Furnished, no pets, 
smokers, or children. Spacious 2 Bdrm/1 Bth. 
$2200/month. Year lease.Bobbygrace@icloud.
com. Cell/Text 727-458-0787 (st. 11/30)

BRAND NEW TRAILERS FOR RENT. 
2 bedrooms/2 baths $1700/month and 3 bed-
rooms/2 baths $2250/month. Between Highlands 
& Cashiers. Includes hi-speed internet, water, & 
washer/dryer. No dogs. Inquires, Marcy -(706) 
982-0444. (st. 5/4) 

HELP WANTED
DO YOU HAVE A LOVE FOR THE 

OUTDOORS AND WANT TO WORK ON 
A FUN TEAM?  Are you looking for competi-
tive pay, great benefits, and year-round work?  Are 
you a creative and a self-starter with a high en-
ergy level?  If the answer is yes, we want to speak 
with you!  We’re looking for someone physically 
fit, able to spend 7-8 hours a day on their feet.  
Must be able to lift 50 lbs. from the ground and 
work is a variety of weather conditions.  Highlands 
Country Club is looking for a Landscape Techni-
cian to manage the day-to-day operations of the 
Landscape Department.  If you’re interested, call 
Brian @ (828) 787-2778. 

THE HIGHLANDS HATTER is seeking 
Part-time Help. Contact Aubrey at 828-482-1920. 
(st. 3/21

LUPOLI CONSTRUCTION is hiring an 
office manager/executive assistant and a book-
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...CLASSIFIED continued from page 21
keeper. Full-time, compensa-
tion based on experience. 
Please contact Regina@Lu-
poliinc.com, 770.757.5004 for 
more information. (st. 11/2)

WANTED
PARTNER/INVESTOR 

FOR A DOG KENNEL 
BUSINESS on my property 
south of Highlands. If interest-
ed and to learn more, please 
email Brian Grace at gracebri-
an907@gmail.com. (st. 1/18)

SERVICES 
I INSTALL TILE! Eco-

Friendly & Non-Toxic, Special-
izing in Shower/Bathroom, 
Kitchen/ Backsplash, Entrance 
Ways/Patios/Flooring. 25yrs 
experience. Also offer grout 
cleaning. Licensed & Insured. 

THE 
FIREWOOD COMPANY

Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn!
Here, There and Everywhere ... 

the Atlanta area, too!

828.200.3050 
bobhenritze@gmail.com • www.firewoodcompany.net

Mike Bertone/Owner of Ber-
tone Tile Design & Flooring 
LLC. Home: 828-526-4943 or 
321-303-7560 (4/11)

HIGHLANDS-CA-
SHIERS HANDYMAN 
– Chatlos Construction – 
Remodels, Additions, Fram-
ing, Siding, Roofing, Decks, 
Painting. References. Insured. 
828-200-4071. (4/25) 

MURPHY’S PAINT 
CO. - interior/exterior paint-
ing/sheetrock repair/wallpa-
per removal/log homes/decks. 
Insured. Free estimates. 828-
332-0525 or 828-421-8600. 
(5/23)

NEED FURNITURE 
MOVED OR ANYTHING 
HAULED AWAY? Call or 

text James of Going Gone at 
828-421-2655. (3/28)

DOG SITTING - 
overnight, or daily checkins/
walks. Call Lisa. References 
available. Call or text 828-
424-4637. (st. 12/21) 

ANYTHING GOES 
CLEAN-UP SERVICE 
Complete property cleanup 
- house, garage, property, 
etc. Call at 828-200-2855. 
(st. 9/28)

HIGH COUNTRY 
PHOTO/KEVIN VIN-
SON: scanning photos, 
slides & negatives to CD 
or DVD for easier view-
ing. Video transfer to DVD. 
Everything done in house. 
Leave message at 828-526-
5208.

is dicey to begin with and residents 
and board members said the poten-
tial of  added traffic leaving a park-
ing lot onto Raoul would make the 
situation even more hazardous.

Board members agreed to table 
the request 30 days so the plans 
could be discussed with the devel-
oper and neighbors in the area. 

A meeting between the devel-
oper and owner and four members 
of  the board was scheduled for 
Thursday, March 28 at 5 and 5:30 
p.m. so only two members would 
meet at a time, as required.

However, after Reynolds called 
DOT Tuesday morning and ex-
plained the situation, DOT repre-
sentatives visited the site again and 
OK’d another option, so a visit from 
Planning Board members might not 
be necessary.

Instead of  exiting onto Raoul 
Road, DOT OK’d exiting the park-
ing lot onto the Franklin Road about 
50 ft. east of  the current exit on the 
Smokehouse property.

“We called DOT and told them 
about the objection to the plan and 
asked if  there was another possible 
option,” said Reynolds. “Now that 
the trees and shrubbery are cleared 

out they looked at the sight-line 
and determined that moving the 
new parking lot egress onto the 
Franklin Road - about 50 feet east 
of  the current driveway - would 
work.”

The parking lot will be par-
tially filled to raise it closer to street 
level and a level apron long enough 
to accommodate an exiting vehicle 
will be installed. DOT said the line 
of  sight will be good at that egress 
point.

“This is going to cost us more 
money, but we listened to our 
neighbors, and we want to be good 
citizens,” said Reynolds. “They had 
legitimate concerns.”

When all is said and done, 
the current Smokehouse exit will 
become the entrance to the lower 
parking lot with all vehicles exit-
ing the property through the new 
parking lot and the new exit onto 
the Franklin Road.

The narrow drive on the west-
ern side of  the building will even-
tually be closed to traffic.

The Planning Board will see 
the new plans at its April meeting.

- Kim Lewicki

...TABLES continued from page 8

On Tuesday, May 21 there 
are free Sports Physicals at High-
lands School at 2 p.m. 

Rising 5th-12 graders who 
will be participating in NCHSAA 
sanctioned sports. 

A state-mandated sports 
physical is required prior to try-
ing out for any sport. Parents or 
guardians should plan to attend 
the sports physical to answer 
questions the medical team may 
have during the exam. 

For more information con-
tact Highlands School’s Mission 
Sports Medicine Athletic Trainer 
Will Mathiowdis at William.Ma-
thiowdis@HCAHealthcare.com.

Free Sports 
Physicals at 
Highlands 

School May 21

Classified Ads
$10 for 10 words. 30 cents 
for each additional word.

$2 for color highlight
$5 for graphic
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chambers R.ealt_y
& 

Vacation Rentals 

Highlands is calling 

Sales, Vacation Rentals, 
and Property Management 

Since 1941 

401 N. Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741
828-526-3717 www.highlandsiscalling.com

info@highlandsiscalling.com
 https://www.facebook.com/CRVRHighlandsiscalling/
 https://Twitter.com/RealtynRentals

 Ace is the Place, 

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

11

Country Club Properties
 Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals. 
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery

33

11
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K-H Park

Martin-Lipscomb 
Performing Arts Center 

(PAC)

3

Highlander 
Mountain 

House 
& 

The Ruffed 
Grouse 
Tavern

highlandermountainhouse.com

DARLENE CONLEYDARLENE CONLEY
404.427.2448

MOUNTAIN MOUNTAIN LUXURYLUXURY
Dedicated to finding the 

home you’ve always wanted.

450 N. 4th St. Highlands, NC
828-526-5522

www.highlandsproperties.com

Wei chert. 
REALTORS 

Highlands Properties 

Team RickSteve
“The Power of 2”

Trusted advisors 
providing impeccable 
personalized service

PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP/ALLEN TATE REALTORSPAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP/ALLEN TATE REALTORS

(404) 219-1349 (404) 219-1349 •• HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC

HATHAWAY 
BERKSHIRE 

I REALTY 
MEADOWS MOUNTAIN 

HOMESEAVICES 

MITZI RAUERS 
Broker / Luxury Collection 
Specialist 
(404) 218-9123
mitzi@bhhsmmr.com

Office: 828-526-4663 
pamela.nellis@yahoo.com 

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742 

AndreaGabbard@
gmail.com

555 &537 N 5th St. 
Highlands

4.80 acres
LIVE 

IN THE HEART 
OF HIGHLANDS!

$5,950,000

 Local Expertise, Global Connections. 
114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706Sheryl Wilson

Licensed in NC and GA



Pat Allen 
Broker in Charge 

#1 in the Carolinas #1 in the Country for Independent Firms #1 Small Team Company-wide 2022

Stronger together!
Sr;UT(t HCMLS (.:J R,afTrmd, 

pat@patallenrealtygroup.co
m 828.200.9179 
Main Office 
295 Dillard Road 
Highlands, NC 28741 
828.526.8784 
Julie Osborn 
Broker in Charge 
julie@patallenrealtygroup.co 
m 828.200.6165 
Wildcat Cliffs Office 
5121 Cashiers Road Highlands, NC 28741 828.526.4525 

patallenrealtygroup.com 

cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

242 S. 4th St. & Pop up 
on Main Street

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

8

9

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

6

 5

HIGHLANDS CASHIERS

Every home ... 
has a story. 

Let us tell yours.

HighlandsCashiersCIRE.com
210 North Fifth Street, 
Highlands, NC 28731

 Deborah “Bee” Gleeson 
404.307.1415 

BeeGlee4@Gmail.com 
and

Pat Gleeson
828.782.0472 

PatrickGleeson4@Gmail.

Open Year-Round • 6 days a week
343-D Main Street • 526-4035

Open 
Thurs. - Tues.

11a-3:30p 
&

5:30-til?
Closed Wed. 

8

www.wildthymegourmet.com

Wed. through Sun.

Bistro opens at 4p
Dinner begins at 5:30p 

Taste the difference, Always fresh.

474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

It is a privilege to work with you.

#1 Broker
in HCMLS

$1 BILLION
Total Career Sales Volume

TOP
100 Sotheby’s International Realty Agent Worldwide

Thank you.

TOP
Broker in North Carolina since 2016

JODY LOVELL | (828) 226.6303

828-526-2338

30  ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

42 Years of Fine Dining
Open 5:30-9p Fri. & Sat.

March 29 & 30
April Days:
Tues. - Sat.


