Volume 21, Number 9

FREE Every Thursday

Real-Time News,Weather & WebCams: Highlandsinfo.com

Happy Leap Year Day!

Low voter turnout prompts Election Director
to urge residents in Macon County to go vote

By Brittney Lofthouse

As the Macon County prima-
ry election approaches, eatly vot-
ing has been underway, providing
an initial glimpse into the prefer-

MC Schools
seeks input

for ‘Strategic
Plan’

Stakeholders — students, edu-
cators, and members of the entite
Macon County community are in-
vited and encouraged to take part
in the Macon County School Sys-
tem’s Stategic Planning process
March 4-6 at Nantahala School,
Highlands School and Franklin
High School.

The input gleaned from the
series of facilitated focus groups
of students, educators, and com-
munity members will begin the
process of the school system de-
veloping and refining the district’s
strategic plan.

Though discussions  will
likely include the district’s goals
regarding new  construction,
renovations, and remodeling of
district schools the interviews
are designed to gather ideas from
students, teachers and commu-
nity members/families about
their goals and objectives for the

* See STRATEGIC PLAN page 4

ences of voters in this pivotal elec-
tion. Early voting, which began
on February 15 and will end on
Saturday, March 2nd at 3pm, has
seen a dismal turnout, resulting in

Macon County Elections Director

Melanie Thibault urging voters to
head to the polls.

“I don’t think that voters are

* See VOTE page 8

Highlands Charlotte Westendorf fires a pass inside the paint to AE Woods
against Hiwassee Dam during the championship of the LSMC Tournament.

Lady Highlanders lose
nailbiter against Hiwassee
Dam in LESMC championship

By Brian O’Shea
Plateau Daily News

The gitls Little Smoky Moun-
tain Conference basketball cham-
pionship between Highlands and
Hiwassee Dam on Feb. 22 came
down to the final seconds, but the

Lady Highlanders lost ending with
a final of 51-49.

“I thought we played really
well,” said Highlands Coach Brett
Lamb. “Foul trouble caused us to
go deep into our bench and those

* See HIGHLANDERS page 14
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Doctors, advocates blast
Mission’s plan to correct
immediate jeopardy, call for
hospital to increase staff

“HCA'’s response offers only bureaucratic solutions to
.. a workforce issue,” states letter to NCDHHS

By Andrew R. Jones

A coalition of prominent
physicians and patient advocates
has criticized the thoroughness
of Mission Hospital’s federally ap-
proved plan to fix numerous fail-
ures documented in a U.S. Centers
for Medicare & Medicaid Services
report and are demanding to know
why the plan doesn’t mandate the
hiring of more staff.

Seven doctors and three pa-
tient advocates have written a let-
ter to Mark Benton, chief deputy
secretary for health at the North
Carolina Department of Health
and Human Services NCDHHS),
calling the plan to undo Mission’s
immediate jeopardy status and a
host of associated deficiencies
“insufficient.”

The letter sharply criticizes

the plan because it doesn’t require
Mission to hire additional and
more experienced staff, something
nurses have been advocating for in
the years since HCA Healthcare
purchased the hospital system in
2019. It also raises concerns about
Mission’s ongoing compliance and
its withholding of documents that
investigators had sought. It also
proposes a third-party monitor for
the plan of correction.

“In short, HCA’ response of-
fers only bureaucratic solutions to
what is fundamentally a workforce
issue,” the letter states.

“[W]e believe that the (plan
of correction) is insufficient to ad-
dress the shortcomings evidenced
by the Immediate Jeopardy find-
ings,” the letter also states, con-

* See MISSION page 7
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The largest selection of
Scottish cashmere in the U.S.A.
In Highlands ...on the hill
242 S. 4th St. - 828-526-4407
Open 7 days a week

www.mcculleys.com

Country Estate on 10+ Acres in Highlands

11 Russell Ridge
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Let’'s make the Sky Bridge a reality

enty years ago, FErin
Bronk, then a US Forest
Ranger, had a great idea of

creating a sky bridge over US 64
down to Dry Falls. Visitors would
be rerouted to park in a US For-
est Service parking lot just off Paul
Walden Way, do a short hike down
to the falls, and cross the highway
by way of the sky bridge. However,
the full plan that Erin and her team
developed was never realized.

Dry Falls.

What happened to the re-
maining components of the proj-
ect? Simply put, the Forest Service
ran out of money, and other press-
ing projects became priorities.

Fast forward to 2021 and
the pandemic. Dry Falls, like so
many of our recreational venues,
was inundated with visitors. Dry
Falls poses a particularly danger-
ous problem with serious backups

Parts of the plan were com- Highlands Mayor  of cars on US 64 waiting to enter

pleted, such as improving the rail- Patrick Taylor the parking area. Several serious
ing system, parking lot, and walk- accidents have occurred. This ac-
ways at Dry Falls. cess and parking prob-

lem continues, and as

An access road was SN, |

built on the property
next to Paul Walden

spring returns, so will
|| many cars and crowds

Way, and some lim-
ited patking spaces
were created. As part |
of the plan, the old, [————~

headed to Dry Falls.
The solution to
/ this problem is simple:

i throw money at it and

early pioneer McCall

log cabin was relocated to the site. All of this
infrastructure is still in place, including the
cabin. The landing pad for the sky bridge was
even installed near the existing parking lot at

www,HighlandsInfo.com
265 Oak St. PO Box 2703
Highlands, N,C 28741
All Rights Reserved. No articles,
photos, illustrations, advertisements or
design elements may be used without
permission from the publisher.
Letter Policy:
There is a 500-word limit.VWe reserve the
right to reject or edit letters-to-the-editor.
No anonymous letters will be accepted,
Views expressed are not necessarily those
of Highlands Newspaper.
Obituary Policy:
We do not charge for obituaries at this
time, but we reserve the right to edit as
needed for space.

complete the project!
The US Forest Service should move forward
with the plans. Let’s build the parking lot
across the road from Dry Falls and construct
the sky bridge. The existing parking lot would
be a drop-off point and provide handicap

ing spaces.

Josh Ward and I met with US Forest Set-
vice Rangers and representatives from Con-
gressman Chuck Edwards district offices just
recently. We visited the site on Paul Walden
and Dry Falls. All agreed this proposed proj-
ect needs to be reinvigorated with funding
and support. I am hopeful that with everyone
working together, the Dry Falls improvement
project will become a reality as soon as pos-
sible. A little federal money from Washington
will have a great impact on providing a safe
and stunning tourist designation for folks
coming to Western North Carolina.

Thope folks will let Congressman Edwards know
how importantitis to fund this Dry Falls improvement
project. https:/ /edwardshouse.gov/contact

"Good evening Bennett. I suppose you are
wondering why a bear is exploring at 2am.
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.STRATEGIC PLAN continued from page 1

The process will be facilitated by Open
Way Learning, a 501(c)3 nonprofit with a
singular focus on helping schools develop,

school system, with an emphasis on lo-
cal connections, “why” learning, including
North Carolina’s “Portrait of a Graduate.”

Nominated for ‘America’s B'est"'
" Top 5% of Brokers in QZZ*HCMLS

\'s? 20 years exPerlhnce A

o

Nominated for ‘America’s Best’

Top 5% of Brokers in 2022* HCMLS

Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742
AndreaGabbard@
gmail.com

20 years experience

Read Highlands Newspaper for free from everywhere ...
on the street or on the web.
Go to www.highlandsinfo.com. Click on Local News.
Delivered and uploaded every Thurs.AM

71 EASTSIDE DUCK MOUNTAIN

$550 000 | MLS 103057 | 3 BED | 2 BATH

e ST
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Pam Nellis

45 years of experience!

Office: 828-526-4663
Cell: 828-787-1895

pamela.nellis@yahoo.com

WHOLE LIFE
MARKET

Natural Products Store
Hours: Yam-5pm
Mon-Sat
828-526-5999
Wholelifehighlands@icloud.com
LOCATED AT 680 N UTH ST, HIGHLANDS

My ) Organic smoothie/juice
NE@M bar located
— Ny A inside Whole
& Qi

Life Market

.)@

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

Bronze sculpture ¢ Paintings
Vintage & Antique Collectables &
Furnlture . Costume jewelry

sustain, and scale systems of learner-cen-
tered innovation that better prepare stu-
dents for the realities of the 4th Industrial
Revolution, especially students historically
furthest from opportunity.
The dates and times follow:
FOR COMMUNITY MEMBERS
Mon., March 4
Nantahala School — 5:30-7pm
Tues., March 5
Highlands School- 5:30-7pm
Wed., March 6
Franklin High School- 5:30-7pm
If interested in participating, go to ei-
ther Nantahala, Highlands or Franklin High
School. Someone will direct to the meeting
space.
FOR NANTAHALA SCHOOL
Mon., March 4
* Student Focus Group(Middle School)
9-10:30am
* Student Focus Group (High School)
10:45am to 12:15pm (8-12 students total)
* Teacher Focus Group 1-2:30pm
(12 teachers total)
FOR HIGHLANDS SCHOOL
Tues., March 5
* Student Focus Group (Middle
School) 9-10:30am
* Student Focus Group (High School)
10:45am to 12:15pm (8-12 students total)
* Teacher Focus Group 1-2:30 pm
(12 teachets total)
FOR FRANKLIN AREA SCHOOLS
Wed., March 6
* Student Focus Group (Middle School
students at MMS) 9-10:30 am
* Student Focus Group (High School
students at FHS)
10:45am to 12:15pm (8-12 students total)
* Teacher Focus Group (at FHS)
1-2:30 pm (12 teachers recommended could
go up to 15-20 if needed)

Lunch
TUQS. - sato
Ma to 3p

I’'m baaaaaack again!
With the same menu, low prices, FREE coffee and an older more mellow attitude!
Come by for a visit and enjoy those Appalachian Fries and a fresh Gyro!

Salads e Pitas ¢ Burgers ¢ Philly Cheese Steak e Shrimp Pita ® Susan’s Rueben
|italian Sausage ¢ Chicken Wings e Appalachian Fries ® Onion Rings e Fried Shrimp
Fish n’ Chips ¢ Chicken Fingers and more!

Dine in or Call in your order for Pickup! e 828-482-1513
462 Dillard Road, Highlands (across from Dusty’s)
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WOLFGANG'S |

RESTAURANT & WINE BISTRO

American Cuisine with a
Creole Twist and German Flair

Now Open for 2024

Wednesday - Sunday
Bistro Opens at 4pm | Dining Room at 5:30pm

(52 E

474 Main Street | 828.526.3807
wolfgangs.net

Rhodes Superette
Hours: Closed Sun, Mon & Tues
Weds-Fri 9:00-5:30
Sat 9:30-4:00
HAND CUT STEAKS
DELI -BAKERY-WINE
SPECIALTY FOODS & MORE
493 Dillard Rd Highlands
828-526-2762

Closed Feb 25-Marchs

i i e

0_'0000000

Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p ¢ Sun. 11a to 7p
Closed Tuesdays

828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
& Highlander Mountain House

MON., TUES.,WED.
Closed
THURSDAY
Open
Dinner
5:30-10p
FRIDAY & SATURDAY
Open
Lunch & Dinner
11:30a to 10p
SUNDAY
Open
for BRUNCH only
10a to 5p

290 Main Street * Highlands * 828-526-2590
highlandermountainhouse.com

828-526-4035

| WILD IHYME GOURMET

T A W 8. M

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round

Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. * Highlands

Open except
Closed all
Wednesday
and Sunday night
Lunch: 11a-3:30p
Dinner:
5:30p - until

IGHL ANDS DINING ®

_The Secret Garden
! i*‘ ii . Modern Fast Food &

Courtyard Market

Open Year-Round
Mon.-Fri.. 1 1:30a to 5p * Sat. |12-5p

208 N. 5th St. » Village Square * (828) 305-7509

Home-made soups

d and sandwiches are

made fvesh daily

The Secret Garden

is a year-round sandwich shop and local
gourmet food market offering a variety of
hot and cold specialty sandwiches,
various salads, desserts and charcuterie.
Stop by this winter and enjoy a hot sandwich,
a cup of homemade soup and more.
We have indoor and outdoor seating, a
large variety of drink options
including wine and beer.
Can’t linger?

Call (828) 305-7509 to place a pick-up order.
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Let’s remember the reason people came to Highlands in the first place

Dear Editor,

Highlands Newspaper dismissed (without naming)
those holding dissenting views at last week’s Town Board
“work session” devoted to the grievances of certain mer-
chants. They were written off as “retired...or indepen-
dently wealthy and who don’t own a business in town.”
The unspoken sentiment is that anyone not now actively

..]VIISSION from page 1

tending that if the plan were implemented as approved,
patients would remain at risk.

“I received this memo yesterday, February 20, 2024 —
the same day state and federal surveyors returned to HCA-
Mission,” Benton told The Watchdog. “I shared it with my
regulatory team who, like me, appreciated the recommen-
dations from physicians and other concerned stakeholders
on Mission’s plan of correction.”

HCA and Mission spokesperson Nancy Lindell told
The Watchdog that Mission began making changes in De-
cember based on the investigators’ preliminary findings,
adding that “these findings are not the standard of care we
expect, not that our patients deserve.”

“We are pleased that CMS has accepted our Plan of
Correction, ”” Lindell said. “We are pleased to hear from our
EMS partners and patients that those actions are yielding
positive results, including decreased wait times for care.”

The group shared the letter with the media Wednes-
day. Its members include doctors Clay Ballantine; Brian
England; Scott Joslin, a former lead hospitalist at Mission;
Bruce Kelly; Robert Kline, a former Mission board mem-
ber before its sale; former emergency department doctor
Allen Lalot; and Mike Messino, founder of Messino Can-
cer Centers.

The doctors and more than 130 others signed a let-
ter in October decrying HCA for “gutting” community
healthcare in western North Carolina because of its profit-
centered management.

The coalition also includes local pastor and former
Mission chaplain Missy Harris, Victoria Hicks of the
Health Equity Coalition, RN patient advocate Karen Sand-
ers, and Miriam Schwarz, former executive director of the
Western Carolina Medical Society.

The coalition will hold a news conference about its
concerns outlined in the letter at 10 a.m. Thursday at the
Buncombe County government building;

A 384-page CMS document obtained by Asheville
Watchdog last week chronicled an array of failures in Mis-
sion leadership and procedures that had contributed to the
deaths of four patients and injured others. It detailed why
the agency placed Mission in immediate jeopardy, the most
serious sanction that can be levied against a hospital.

The long-awaited report also included Mission’s plan
to correct the conditions that led to those incidents, mostly
by improving policies and educating staff. CMS required
HCA and the hospital to present the plan by Feb. 6 or
face the loss of its Medicare and Medicaid funding, which
would threaten the facility’s financial viability. CMS requires
Mission remove the conditions that caused the immediate
jeopardy by Feb. 24.

The plan of correction contains barely a mention of

engaged in trade in Highlands really should just shut up and
get their affairs in order.

To regret — and try to stay — the passing of the more
evanescent qualities of life here should be honored, not dis-
paraged. Once the calm, the green beauty, the small-town
charm and friendly, knowledgeable neighbors are gone, what
will be left? We'll find out but let’s put it off as long as pos-

increased staffing as a solution for deficiencies. Instead, it
notes the use of staff memos, process reviews, reassess-
ments, and audits.

“These solutions are also more focused on individu-
als being the problem rather than the systemic lack of staff
and resources,” states the coalition’s letter, noting that while
these improvements might be warranted, they don’t address
the larger issue of inadequate staffing,

An internal document obtained by The Watchdog on
Tuesday — as NCDHHS investigators returned to Mission
to monitor the hospital’s compliance with its plan of correc-
tion — showed how the plan was being implemented in the
emergency department. Mission now has a goal for patients
to be seen, triaged, and assigned to a nurse within 10 minutes
of arrival, according to the document. Another goal states
that lab results should be returned 30 minutes after they are
ordered.

Extremely long emergency department waits and lab
test delays were contributing factors in the deaths and inju-
ries of patients chronicled in the CMS report.

“The POC does not address what we believe to be the
primary driver in each of the Immediate Jeopardy situations
(and many of the other cases discussed in the CMS report):
the lack of adequate, experienced staffing,” the coalition’s
letter states. “Medical providers, patients, and others have
repeatedly decried the lack of staff, and nurses have repeat-
edly filed Objection to Staffing forms. CMS’s findings of
Immediate Jeopardy confirm that lack of staffing is key, and
that the standard for adequate staffing laid out in 42 CFR
482.23(b) is not being met.”

The letter requests Benton consider staffing data; ask
if HCA closes emergency room beds when staffing is low;
find out if HCA keeps patient-to-nurse ratio data; find out
if there is consistency in how many nurses call out in a given
shift; and read the many objection forms nurses have filled
out when they don’t feel they can provide care safely.

“A question for you is, if HCA is deemed to be in com-
pliance with the POC later this month, what is your recourse
if the approved plan proves to be inadequate over timer”
the letter states. “Can you require a revised plan with more
specific requirements for staffing levels and experience?”

Each of the doctors who sent the letter worked at Mis-
sion in some capacity — including leadership roles — and
told Benton they had first-hand knowledge of why the sys-
tem was broken.

“We know that the primary problem is inadequate staff-
ing and experience. No level of improved process, educa-
tion, huddles, or documentation will change that,” the letter
states. “We again strongly urge you to keep this in mind as
you perform your inspections. We further urge you to hold
HCA, to the degree you are able as part of the monitor-
ing process, to hiring, placement, and patient ratio standards

* See MISSION page 8

sible.

The lengthy — and attributed — remarks made by the
“business community” suggested a lack of discernment and
not a little hypocrisy. What do you say about the owner of
Highlands Aerial Park (FYT, not located in either the Town
or Township of Highlands) who grumbled that:

“People ask what there is to do in Highlands. Well,
there’s Whiteside Mountain hike, there’s Dry Falls...but
they don’t employ anybody, they don’t generate revenue and
they don’t give back to the community in donations and
contributions.”

This is so fatuous it needs to be highlighted, as it’s one
thing to knowingly kill the golden-egg-laying fowl, another
to mistake it for an old rooster doomed to Sunday dinner
for unwanted guests. I hope it’s not too late to appreciate
the difference.

Stuart Ferguson
Highlands

L.ove is
in the

Air]

Get on our calendar this month
for the “I love my family”
special and we will help you
during your Life & Legacy
Planning Session protect
everyone you love, plus we will
waive our normal $750 session
fee and we will send you home
with the peace of mind youand
your loved ones need most.

A L HI‘I"UK

Get started

today! D

O s28-482-1241
www.brlegacylaw.com
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You challenge
yourself

TO PUSH
FURTHER.

Our heart
experts are
right in step
with you.

When it comes to your heart, you deserve the best care available.
At Mission Health, our award-winning team of specialists provides
personalized, compassionate treatment for any heart condition —
even the most complex ones.

¢ Healthgrades Cardiac Excellence Awards for cardiac surgery &
surgical care

¢ Recognized as one of America’s 50 Best Hospitals for Cardiac Care
o Achieved the highest rating in three categories from the Society of
Thoracic Surgeons

¢ MISSION
HFEAITH

Scan to learn

more or visit
MissionHealth.org/heart

..VOTE continued from page 1

aware of how important this election is to
Macon County. This election will decide
your next (2) commissioners since there will
be no opposition in the November election.
I encourage voters to cast their ballot in this
election,” Thibault said via email on Tues-
day when providing eatly voting totals.

Locally, the primary election will decide
who will be elected to two vacant seats on
the Macon County Board of Commission-
ers. There are no Democratic candidates
vying for either seat, thus voters will decide
between the four Republicans facing off
against each other.

For District Two, voters will decide
between incumbent Josh Young and chal-
lenger Chris Browning while the District
Three commissioner seat will be decided
between incumbent Paul Higdon and chal-
lenger Barry Breeden.

The Republican Primary will also de-
cide the new District Court Judge for the
43td Judicial District as Republicans Virgi-
na Hornsby, an attorney who has recently
moved to WNC, is running against Andy
Buckner, who has worked within District
Attorney Ashley Welch’s office.

Local races are not the only on the pri-
mary ballot, from the presidential primary
to statewide races, North Carolinians will
have several different offices on their bal-
lot.

As of Tuesday morning, fewer than
2,000 voters had taken advantage of early
voting in Macon County, with 1,478 bal-
lots being cast in the Republican primary
election, just 380 ballots being cast in the
Democratic primary election and four Lib-
ertarian ballots being cast.

* See VOTE page 9

..VIISSION continued from page 7

that are necessary to correct the Immediate
Jeopardy instances on a permanent basis.”

Sanders, the coalition member who is
an RN patient advocate, said she thought
the plan of correction was missing sev-
eral important elements including improve-
ments to reporting processes and especially
lax staffing standards.

“I am disturbed because in HCA’
presentation of all of their actions, there’s
nothing in there about improving the nurse
to patient ratio,” Sanders, who holds a mas-
ter’s degree in nursing and formerly worked
at Mission Hospital for 16 years, told The
Watchdog, “But the problem is they don’t
have enough nurses. So a lot of things fell
through the cracks.”

She said she’s happy to be part of a co-
alition pushing for more regulation but said
there needs to be even broader community
support for change. To that end, she is es-
tablishing a retired nurse corps to advocate
for patients, nurses, and better health care.

The letter also requests:

* That there be frequent, unannounced
inspections and detailed monitoring during
the time provided in the plan of correction
and that the monitoring period be extended,
if at all possible.

e That NCDHHS interview Mission
staff who were listed as “not available” in
the report and that any documents withheld
from investigators be turned over to the
agency for review and further recommenda-
tions.

* That all future investigations require
complete transparency in documenting evi-
dence.

* That an unaffiliated, non-conflicted
third party well-versed in hospital systems
be assighed by CMS to closely monitor
HCA’s execution of the plan of correction.

Nurses have called for more staffing for
years

For years, the Mission nurses union
has maintained lack of resources and staff-
ing have endangered patients and put em-
ployees at risk.

Even new nurses working full time at
the hospital feel the pressure of understaft-
ing, which they say is especially obvious as
Mission tries to repair deficiencies with
more processes and education.

“It’s 100 percent a staffing issue,” said
Tucker Richards, an emergency depart-
ment registered nurse and union member
who said he has been working at Mission
for about a year. “This is at its very core a
staffing issue, and it always has been, and
that’s the whole reason why NCDHHS
had to show up.”

Richards and other nurses who have
spoken to The Watchdog agree that the
finding of immediate jeopardy was caused
by lack of staff.

“There’s not a single nurse in this ER
who is not coming into work every day and
giving 1,001 percent,” Richards said. “We
all really show up and work our butts off
and go home and just try to feel okay about
coming back to work and doing it again the
next day. There’s no amount of additional
education ... that they can ask us to do
that will improve these metrics or whatever
they’re talking about.”

Asheville Watchdog is a nomprofit news

team producing stories that matter to Asheville

and Buncombe County. Andrew R. Jones is a

Watchdog investigative reporter. Email arjones@

avihwatchdog.org. The Watchdog’s reporting is made

possible by donations from the community. To show
your support for this vital public service go to avl-

watchdog.org/ donate.
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According to the North Carolina Board
of Elections, there are a total of 28,301 vot-
ers in Macon County meaning just 6.5 per-
cent of registered voters have voted as of
Tuesday morning. For comparison, around
the same time during FEarly Voting in 2022,
twice as many registered voters had cast
their ballots.

Early voting offers registered voters
the flexibility to cast their ballots at desig-

nated polling places ahead of the official
Election Day, which is scheduled for Tues-
day, March 5th. On Election Day, polls will
be open from 6:30 am to 7:30 pm, providing
opportunity for all eligible voters to partici-
pate in the democratic process.

For more information on early voting
locations and times, please visit the Macon
County Board of Elections website or con-
tact the Board of Elections directly.

o

Sky#Valley

* Incredible Views
e Par 72 Championship Course
stretching 6,900 yards of Peaks and Valleys
* Open Daily ® Year-Round e Public Golf
2 hrs. northeast of Atlanta e 20 Minutes from Highlands, NC

The Coolest Golf Course
in Georgia

For Tee Times, Membership Information or Event Rentals,
please call 706-746-5302
www.skyvalleycountryclub.com

BOOK TODAY - CALL 866.526.8008

—m 1_ ‘. ‘-_‘ | 'h_:." -

Locals

January Through March
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Republican and Unaffiliated
voters need to vote NOW for the
County Commission race!

The Republican primary will decide who your
next commissioners are for Macon County. After the
primary the candidates will be running unopposed
in the November general election. So if you are
unaffiliated or a Republican, vote in the primary now!

Highlanders for Good Government is
supporting Josh Young and Barry Breeden
because they have publicly committed to finishing the
school projects in Franklin, Highlands, and Nantahala
without any new taxes or excuses. Educating our kids
is the future of this county! They also support our
countyemployees, firefighters, EMS, policeanddeputies.

Early voting continues through
Saturday, March 2, 8a to 3p

AND
March 5th is Primary Election Day.

Go Vote!

https://highlandersforgoodgovernment.com/
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The Extra Day

Pastor Randy Lucas
Highlands United
Methodist Church

2024 is a leap year they say,
tell me.
What are you going to do
with your extra day?

February 29th
doesn’t often come ‘round.
So let’s try to embrace it
like a treasure we’ve found.

If you ask me
it’s worth some good thinking
because, like all days,
it’ll be gone ‘fore much blinking.

Perhaps there’s a card
you’ve been meaning to send.
Or maybe some fences
you really should mend.

A word of encouragement
to someone you know,
can go a long way
toward lightening a load.

You could say a prayer,
that’s always in order.
And praying, I've found,
can make hearts grow fonder.

Each day is a gift,
I know that’s not news.
Still, we sure can forget
when we’re singin’ the blues.

So chin up, dear pilgrim!
Laugh, sing and play.
May God bless you and keep you.
Have a great extra day!

Proverbs 3:5

e PracEs 10 WORSHIP ®

John 3:16

BLUEVALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor (828) 421-1315
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.,Worship:| |
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
828-269-3546 ¢ Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:| |
CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev.Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298
Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30
Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30
CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley. GA « 706-746-2999

CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH
Rev'd Dr. Michael Matlock, Rector
464 Hwy 64E. Cashiers. NC 28717
CAC(@christanglicancashiers.org & 828-743-1701
Sundays: 9:30 am Adult Christian Formation;
10:30 am Holy Eucharist Worship
Wednesdays: 6 pm Bible Study, Prayer, Potluck
Thursdays: 10 am Healing Eucharist
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY. CASHIERS
Pastor Brent Metcalf  743-5470
www.cashiers.church
Sun.10:45am. S.S 9:30am.Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
Tues. Guys study 8am. Gals |0am.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.;Worship: | a.m.
I'st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.
Wednesdays —Supper at 6 p.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com ¢ 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC ¢ Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins
Sundays: Service 10:45am, Children’s 10:30am
Wednesdays: Youth 5:30-7pm;Women'’s Bible Study: Mondays
4:30pm, Tuesdays 10am; Men’s Bible Study:Wednesdays &
Thursdays 7am @ Zookeeper Bistro
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY
706.746.3144 + 696 Sky Valley Way #447
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas
Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd Sunday
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev.W. Bentley Manning, Rector * 526-2968
5th and Main streets * www.incarnationwnc.org
Sunday: Rite |, spoken, 8 am in Chapel, Rite Il with Choir 10:30
am in Sanctuary,Wed: Healing Eucharist 12 pm in Chapel, Morn-
ing Prayer: Mon-Thurs 8:30 am in Chapel
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 « www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor ¢ 220 Main Street, Highlands
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am
Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am;VWomen'’s 10:30 am
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Emily Wilmarth, pastor
828-526-3175  fpchighlands.org
Sun.:Adult Ed.: 10 a.m.;Worship || a.m.
Tues: Men’s Group 10 a.m.Wed: Bell Choir 4 p.m.. Choir:6p
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd)
Sunday School:10 am.Worship Service:I | am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com ¢ Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814

Services: Sundays |0am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm

Sundays: 10 a.m.Worship; Holy Communion |st & 3rd Sundays

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. » Glenville. NC ¢ 743-2729 + Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a.Worship | la & 7p. Bible Study ép
Wed. Kidsquest 6p.;VWorship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 « 165 S. Sixth Street
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays:Worship:1 |
HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson ¢ 11339 Buck Creek Road
Highlandscentralbaptist.org * 828-526-0774
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily
sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a & 6p.Wed.Worship is 6p
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor & Rev. Christine Murphy
526-3376
In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
909a Bluegrass and | |a Traditional
www.highlandsmethodist.org
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA
2152 Dillard Road ¢ 526-9741
Rev. Ken Langsdorf
Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.
Visit our website: Holy Family Lutheran Highlands NC
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C.28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School:10 a.m.;Worship:| I. Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
Franklin « 828-634-1312 « mountainsynagoguewnc.com.
Services: Ist /Fri.and 3rd Sat.
and Rosh Hashanah & Yom Kippur.
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH
743-2583 * Independent Bible Church
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church.
4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107)
Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.;Youth Group 6 p.m.
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone — 526-2418
Tues. - 9:30am; Thurs. - 9:30am; Sun. - | lam
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School —10 a.m.;Worship —I | am. & 7
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates * 526-3212
Sun.: School: 10 a.m.;Worship:10:45 a.m.;Worship: 6 p.m.
SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev.Andy Cloer
Sundays: School:10 a.m.;Worship:1 | a.m.
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m.
ST.JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Mass: Sun. 92; Mon. 9:30a (Latin);VWed. 9:30a
THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S. - Office:743-2359 - Rev. Rob Wood
Sunday Services: 9am & | lam
Visit: our website: www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com for
schedule of activities.
Our Bazaar Barn supports outreach in the community.
Open Fri. & Sat. 10a-2p.
UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
85 Sierra Drive. Franklin ¢ uufranklin.org
Sunday Worship - | | am.
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School: 10 am.Worship Service:| | am




e Poiice & FIRE REPORTS ®

Highlands Police entries
from Feb. 9. Only the names
of persons arrested, issued
a summons/citation, issued
a Class-3 misdemeanor or
those of public officials have
been used.

Feb. 9

* Officers received a report
from a man who is experiencing
cyber stalking after requesting
to be left alone.

Feb. 14

* At |:41 p.m,, officers re-
ceived a report of a simple as-
sault at a residence and con-
struction site on Wingina Place.

Feb. 21

* At 2:51 p.m., Henry F. Mar-
cus, 49, of Highlands, was arrest-
ed for Failure to Appear in court
and Failure to Comply.

The Highlands Fire &
Rescue log from Feb. 21.

Feb. 21

* At 9:45 a.m,, the dept. was
first-responders to a residence
on Pine Street.

* At 2:23 p.m,, the dept. in-
vestigated the cause of smoke at
a residence on Shortoff Road.

Feb. 22

* At 4:12 p.m,, the dept. in-

vestigated the cause of smoke at
a residence on Shelby Court.

* At 9:23 p.m., the dept. was
first-responders to a location on
N. 3rd Street.

Feb. 24

* At 8:38 a.m.,, the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence on Summit Trail.

Feb. 25

* At 3:28 p.m,, the dept. in-
vestigated the cause of smoke at
a residence on the Dillard Road.

* At 4:04 p.m.,, the dept.,. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence on Strawberry Lane.

Good Shepherd Church calls for grant applications
from local nonprofits: Due April |

The Church of the Good
Shepherd is once again inviting
local 501(C)(3) charitable orga-
nizations to submit applications
for its annual grant program.
Long known for their track re-
cord of generosity, last year
saw the church donating over
$300,000 in grants to 35 local
agencies.

Among the organizations
who received grants in 2023
were:

AWAKE, Big Brothers Big
Sisters of Cashiers and High-
lands, Blue Ridge Free Dental
Clinic, Blue Ridge School Edu-
cational Foundation, Boys and
Gitls Club of the Plateau, Ca-
shiers Valley Preschool, Center
for Domestic Peace, Community
Care Clinic of Highlands-Ca-
shiers, Community Table, Fishes
and Loaves Food Pantry, The
Hampton School, The Haven
of Transylvania County, HERE
in Jackson County, HIGHTS,
Jackson Neighbors In Need, Ju-
nior Appalachian Musicians Blue
Ridge, Life Challenge of Western
North Carolina, Literacy Council
of Cashiers, Four Seasons Com-
passion for Life, Ministry of
Hope, SAFE, Summit Charter
School, United Christian Minis-
tries, Pisgah Legal Services, Veci-
nos, Hospice House Foundation

of WNC, Muddy Sneakers, Blue

Ridge Health (Good Samaritan
Clinic), Glenville-Cashiers Res-
cue Squad, International Friend-
ship Center, Highlands-Cashiers
Land Trust, Friends of the Li-
brary, Cashiers Historical Society,
Friends of Panthertown, The Vil-
lage Green.

The grants are a part of the
Church’s total outreach program
which is, in large part, funded by
proceeds from the Bazaar Barn
sales. The Bazaar Barn, a Ca-
shiers institution staffed primar-
ily by Good Shepherd volunteers,
was recently relocated to a much
larger facility on Highway 107N
across from Blue Ridge School.

Grant recipients should be
qualified 501(c)(3) organizations
who serve the needs of people
who live in proximity of the
Church parish, although others
are considered based on available
funds and the organization’s abil-
ity to meaningfully impact out-
comes.

They give priority to orga-
nizations serving basic human
needs as exemplified in Matthew
25:31-42 which directs theit focus
primarily towards food, shelter,
water, healthcare, education, and
environmental organizations that
contribute to fulfilling these es-
sential requirements. “These are
our fundamental guidelines,” said
Bob Anderson, chairman of the

Outreach Grants committee who
selects recipients. “But we rely
heavily on a compelling applica-
tion that identifies a real need and
a workable solution!”

He added that each of his
committee members acts as a liai-
son with an existing grant recipi-
ent to maintain a connection with
them for the duration of their
grant. “We like to build partner-
ships,” he said.

With the deadline for apply-
ing April 1, 2024, local charities
are encouraged to act promptly
and take advantage of this op-
portunity to partner with Good
Shepherd and make a positive im-
pact with people in their commu-
nities. Prospective applicants are
required to complete a grant ap-
plication, which can be accessed
online at the Church of the Good
Shepherd’s website (www.good-
shepherdofcashiers.com).

The Outreach Grants Com-
mittee looks forward to reviewing
applications and continuing its
tradition of supporting impact-
ful initiatives that contribute to
the well-being of the region in
the name of God, from whom all
blessing flow.

For more information, please
visit: Church of the Good Shep-
herd Grant Application for 2023
or email Ellen Albright goodshe-
padmin@frontier.com
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BAZAAR BARN

FOR MOREINFORMATION ORTO DOMNATE, CONTACT SKIP RYAMN AT (228) 226-2588

OF SHOPPING!
1846 HWY 107N in Cashiers

(Across from Blue Ridge School)

FRIDAY & SATURDAY
10AM-2PM

Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn!

Here,There and Everywhere ...
the Atlanta area, too!

828.200.3050

bobhenritze @gmail.com « www.firewoodcompany.net
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Following Jesus makes your life

better and makes you better at life.

Join us this Sunday
(new series)
8:40am - Coffee/Nibbles
9am - Live Stream
w/Andy Stanley

For directions call Bee at 404-307-1415.

> 828-526-9325 <«

Generators aren’t just a “thing” we do,
generators are all we do!

JUNK

WE HAUL IT AWAY
House / Garage / Yard
Call for free estimate
828 - 421 - 5188

mtntours.com

Nantabafa Viational
Foreat: Permifted

the hemlocks

of Whiteside
Mountain.

800-805- 3558 828-526-2222

Paul Corbin

Owner

A&O LANDSCAPING SERVICES, LLC

828-371-2240
pcorbin| 631 @aol.com

on 25 acres at the base

Kiln dried
FIREWOOD

Delivery or pickup

2460 Cashiers Road « Highlands 828-526-2395
highlandslawnandgarden.com

Highlands Automotive

Service AR = NC
-y ~ Inspection
& : ; Station

Repair

AS=

W 878.787-2360

2851 Cashiers Road ¢ highlandsautomotive.com

Call Raul
706-982-3803
706-970-7638
828-347-0255 E'

GRADING, INC.
valenciagrading@gmail.com

Grading e Lot Clearing e Retaining Wall

Driveways e Septic Placement

CHESTNUT STQR&GE

Storage Units Available

Sorere 24 Hour Ao

Ezgy Im - Easy Out
Great Fatos - Groat Terms

Call tocay to fined oot why wone
“Higalands Pramier Facility
Bz8-g82-10q5

Look for our sgn
pcciipn Suck Cose Ba. - 02 mibe off Casdviars B s Ulul.n:-l.u

* Grading
e Excavating
e Driveways
* Build sites
e Hauling
e Septic Systems

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643
Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com

828-200-9217 Fully Insured

MENmme-:E Expl-:m-
Quality Tree Care & Removal |8+ years

estimates@mendozatree.com
mendozatreeservices.com

Ryan M. Bears
Branch Leader
Cell: 803-271-5426

Office: 828-526-8784
ryan.bears@allentate.com

allen
tate /s Alle
Realtors®

REALTY GROUP

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

COUNSELING
CEMNTER

HIGHL AMNMDS,

HNOC

BG4A-481-0598
I-Nl-[]rul[ UUN EL INI‘. [,.{-_N‘lI-H ORG

COUNSELING-CENTER.ORG &

WE STRIVE TO STRENGTHEN FAMILIES AND INDIVIDUALS

BY PROVIDING ACCESS TO OQUALITY MENTAL HEALTH
SERVICES REGARDLESS OF FINANCIAL ABILITY.




Cosmos Flowers
Full Service Florist

Store: 828-526-0044
Cell: 828-200-6 101
cosmosflowersnc@gmail.com
95 Highlands Plaza
Follow us
Instagram and facebook
@cosmosflowersnc

Cosmos

B . FLOWERS
3 1 X

e Interior & Exterior Painting
e Pressure Washing
« House Maintenance
e Drywall Repair
o Deck Repair
Quality Work e Fully Insured|

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com
828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927
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e CLASSIFIEDS ®

ESTATE SALE

SAT. & SUN., MARCH 2 & 3. 10a-4p. Antiques,
furniture, lots of this and that’s. 176 Shelby Circle in Shel-
by Place, Highlands, 28741.770-686-9593.

FOR SALE

SEASONED FIREWOOD - Any size load. call
828-342-6806. (st. 1/25)

LAND FOR SALE - 3 tracts, 7.5 miles south of
Highlands, 8.64 acres with spring, by far the best view
in the area at $200,000; 6.12 acres with spring (already
subdivided into 2, 3-acre lots) $140,000; 3.99 acres with
southern exposure, $70,000. 828-974-1137.(2/22)

TINY HOME LOTS FOR SALE. $30k-$45k/
ea. Each lot comes with water, power, and sewer run to
each lot. www.TinyMountainEstates.com for more info.
(st. 11/22)

RV SITE - class A only - in Wildflower Creek RV
Resort. Just minutes from Highlands and Sky Valley. Full
hook-up, concrete pad, landscaped and storage shed.
Reduced $192,500. For more info call 828-421-1709 or
email bobnnancync@gmail.com. (st, 1/25)

FOR RENT

FURNISHED ONE BEDROOM APT. IN
HIGHLANDS. Private entrance, full kitchen, bath, small.
deck, W/D access. Internet and TV, All utilities included
No pets, $1,400 a month, 828-482-2613. (st. 2/29)

| BEDROOM, | BATH FREE STANDING
FURNISHED COTTAGE FOR RENT. Single level
House has a washer/dryer, new heat pump, new bed,
covered deck, back up gas heat, covered deck.Two miles

360 MAIN STREET

ESTATE JEWELERS OF
HIEHLHHDS

lppnintmunt l:lnlr' P,
Call: 828-526-1960 =%
Text: 'Hll 855- 0825

'I|'I'

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

HOME REMODELING « NEW CONSTRUCTION -
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR« REPAIR * DRYWALL =
SHOWER REMODEL  PAINT & STAIN
REPAIR « DRYWALL « CARPENTRY

PRESSURE WASHING

828.332.2520 | D
8283712189 - "

Emall. nlnlhlghlamls@gmall G-IIII =

MENDOZAPAINT 17@cMAILCo @

from center of town.Water and sewer included. 1200 per
month.Available early June for one year lease. Call or text
828-342-4819. (st. 2/29)

COMMERCIAL BUILDING DOWNTOWN
HIGHLANDS - Retail with office space upstairs.Aprox.
1,700 sf. Good storage and parking on 1/2 acre at 255
Spring Street. David King 727-644-9544 (2/15)

NEW FURNISHED EXECUTIVE APART-
MENT FOR RENT in Highlands city limits. | bed/l
bath in garden setting. $1,700 with all utilities and internet
included. Call/text 352-422-7200. (st. 1/18)

TLC OPEN AIR STORAGE - lLocated in High-
lands, NC. Spaces available for pontoon boats, ATV ve-
hicles, equipment trailers, RV’s, and campers. Minimum |
month rental. $75 small to medium vehicles; $100 large
vehicles. Contact Greg 828-526-5280. (st. 12/21)

APT.WITH MOUNTAIN VIEW 2 |/2 minutes
from Main Street. Furnished, no pets, smokers, or chil-
dren. Spacious 2 Bdrm/| Bth. $2200/month. Year lease.
Bobbygrace@icloud.com. Cell/Text 727-458-0787 (st.
11/30)

BRAND NEW TRAILERS FOR RENT. 2 bed-
rooms/2 baths $1700/month and 3 bedrooms/2 baths
$2250/month. Between Highlands & Cashiers. Includes
hi-speed internet, water, & washer/dryer. No dogs. In-
quires, Marcy -(706) 982-0444. (st. 5/4)

WANTED

SENIOR COUPLE FROM HIGHLANDS
SEEKING AYEAR ROUND RENTAL. Will consider
neighboring towns in our Western NC area. Please call
Lynn Kimball at 828-421-8193. (st. 2/15)

PARTNER/INVESTOR FOR A DOG KEN-
NEL BUSINESS on my property south of Highlands. If
interested and to learn more, please email Brian Grace at
gracebrian907 @gmail.com. (st. 1/18)

HELP WANTED

HIGHLANDS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE/
VISIT HIGHLANDS, NC -- Business and Member
Services — Full Time, Salary. Performs a variety of mem-
bership and administrative tasks including, but not limited
to, member recruiting, programs, and events, communi-
cations, data entry, tracking, and reporting. View full job
description visit: https://www.highlandschamber.org/live-
* See CLASSIFIEDS page 14

Al Ctonelesn

Realtor-Broker
Luxury Home Specialist
Licensed in NC & GA

828-332-9767
al.stoneham@allentate.com

&S| 7 AL

Highlands/Scaly Mtn/Cashiers




Page 14 - Highlands Newspaper -Thurs., Feb. 29, 2024 - 828-200-1371

.HIGHLANDERS continued from page 1

players stepped up. We had some
unfortunate turnovers late that
caused us to have empty posses-
sions and HD was able to capital-
ize on those and pull out the win.”

It was neck and neck through-
out the game with the lead chang-
ing multiple times. Those watching

were on the edge of their seats
and the winner was anyone’s
guess.

“Our ball pressure created
some turnovers that led to easy
fastbreak layups,” said Lamb.
“Also, we rebounded well and
got the pass fast how we wanted

..CLASSIFIED continued from page 13

work/job-board/.To apply: Email
director@highlandschamber.

org (3/1)
HIGHLANDS CHAM-
BER OF COMMERCE/

VISIT HIGHLANDS, NC
-- Welcome Center and Of-
fice Coordinator — Part Time,
Hourly. Performs a variety of
administrative and clerical tasks
including, but not limited to,
oversight of the Welcome Cen-
ter and its functions, scheduling,
communications, inventory, data
entry, tracking, and reporting.
View full job description visit:
https://www.highlandschamber.
org/live-work/job-board/. To ap-
ply: Email director@highlands-
chamber.org (3/1)
LANDSCAPE CON-
STRUCTION CREW
LEADER -- Thompson Land-
scape Company is now hiring
a full-time crew leader starting
$25/hour based on capability
and experience. Comprehensive
benefit package including year-
end bonus. Minimum 3-years
experience, valid NC Driver’s li-
cense. Drug test required. After
2 years of satisfactory employ-
ment, salary options available
starting at 55k with other em-
ployee benefits. Contact Greg
at 828-526-5280. (st. 12/21)
LUPOLI CONSTRUC-
TION is hiring an office man-
ager/executive assistant and a
bookkeeper. Full-time, compen-
sation based on experience.
Please contact Regina@Lupoli-
inc.com, 770.757.5004 for more
information. (st. | 1/2)
SERVICES

LINSTALL TILE! Eco-
Friendly & Non-Toxic, Spe-
cializing in Shower/Bathroom,
Kitchen/ Backsplash, Entrance
Ways/Patios/Flooring. 25yrs ex-
perience.Also offer grout clean-
ing. Licensed & Insured. Mike
Bertone/Owner of Bertone Tile
Design & Flooring LLC. Home:
828-526-4943 or 321-303-7560
4/11)

HIGHLANDS-CA-
SHIERS HANDYMAN -
Chatlos Construction — Remod-
els, Additions, Framing, Siding,
Roofing, Decks, Painting. Refer-
ences. Insured. 828-200-4071.
(4/25)

MURPHY’S PAINT CO.
- interior/exterior painting/
sheetrock repair/wallpaper re-
moval/log homes/decks. Insured.
Free estimates.828-332-0525 or
828-421-8600. (3/14)

NEED FURNITURE
MOVED OR ANYTHING
HAULED AWAY? Call or text
James of Going Gone at 828-
421-2655. (3/28)

DOG SITTING -
overnight, or daily checkins/
walks. Call Lisa. References
available. Call or text 828-424-
4637. (st. 12/21)

ANYTHING GOES
CLEAN-UP SERVICE
Complete property cleanup -
house, garage, property, etc. Call
at 828-200-2855. (st. 9/28)

HIGH COUNTRY
PHOTO/KEVIN VINSON:
scanning photos, slides & nega-
tives to CD or DVD for easier
viewing.Video transfer to DVD.
Everything done in house. Leave
message at 828-526-5208.

I -

it. The team was very unselfish and

that helped get many open shots.”

Highlands Aislynn Wyatt-Luck

had 13 points, Hunter Conner
scored 8, and Mac Woods snagged
8 rebounds.
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Above: Highlands Sadie Green
moves into to position to snag a
rebound.

Right: Highlands Jordyn Borino
scores a layup against
Hiwassee Dam.

T

Highlands defeated Blue
Ridge Early College in the first
round of the LSMC tournament
on Feb. 20, ending with a final of
64-22.

Shortly following the tourna-
ment, Highlands faced off against
Cherokee in the state playoffs on
Feb. 27 and lost 93-25.

Lamb said he knew they
would be going up against a tough
team before heading to the play-
offs.

“Cherokee brings a great
amount of defensive pressure
that has helped them create easy
shots,” he said. “Their depth off
their bench is a key for them as
well.”

Photos by Brian O’Shea
Plateau Daily News

Left: Highlands Hunter
Conner drives to the basket
during the LSMC
Championship hosted by Blue
Ridge Early College on Feb.
22.
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SILVER EAGLERE=#

Native American Jewelry

r PN - gL e c—
Country Club Properties
Your local hometown
Real Estate professionals.

b=

Highlander
Mountain
House
| &

The Ruffed
Grouse
Tavern

hlandermountainhouse.com

C!'lambc;' ng
Vacation ﬁenrali_:-

555 &537 N 5th St.
I IET

hig

™ 3 Offices 828-526-2520
349 Main Street, Highlands, NC :
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

4.80 acres
LIVE

Weichert

REALTORS

H*E}a..aﬂ seallng
: INTHE HEART
Highlands Properties

OF HIGHLANDS!
450 N. 4th St. Highlands. NC 401 N.Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741
. . Fighlands, d 8 828-526-3717 wwwhighlandsiscalling.com
828-526-5522 - info@high)::%siscal_ling.cqm _ $ 5’ 9 50’ 000
www.highlandsproperties.com

tp:
1ttps://Twitter.com/RealtynRentals

HATHAWAEYs REALTY

HOMESERVIC

MOUNTAIN LUXURY
Dedicated to finding the MITZI RAUERS

home you've always wanted. Broker / Luxury Collection
Specialist
(404) 218-9123

& o Alln O @ )

STRONGEA TOGETHEH BERKSHIRE | MEADOWS MOUNTAIN

Martin-Lipscomb
Performing Arts Center

_ mitzi@bhhsmmr.com
; Eh! 5

DARLENE CONLEY
404.427.2448

Hardware

Hais o

o e
g |

[_K_H ME f Andrea Gabbard
Ty f c: 828.200.6742
[ - AndreaGabbard@
gmail.com

Highlands

Sotheby’s

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

Sotheby’s

INTERMATIONAL REALTY
114 N. 4th Street * Highlands, NC
Local Expertise, Global Connections.

Licensed in NC and GA
office: 828.526.8300 * cell: 828.337.0706
sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com * highlandssir.com

2 W Highlands
¥

Team RickSteve @ LANDMARK

193 29
The Power of 2 REAL ESTATE SALES & VACATION RENTALS
Trusted advisors
providing impeccable
personalized service

HIGHLANDS OFFICE | 225 MAIN STREET

= /
i
Cell: 828-787-1895 ; "’J

Office: 828-526-4663 R TS
pamela.nellis@yahoo.com BROKER

\¥e are home.’ =

PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP/ALLEN TATE REALTORS
(404) 219-1349 » HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC




#1 in the Carolinas @ L ANDM ARK

g gy patricia@landmarkrg.com BROKER

EALTY GROUT

Pat Allen #1 Small Team Company-wide 2022
Broker in Charge ) T
| pat@patallenealtygroup.co Stronger together! e HIGHLANDS OFFICE | 225 ;
m 828.200.9179 RealTrends
Main Office ;/; Cell: 404-827-0345 .
allen o g )
295 Dillard Road -tai-e /_) _-:{ // Office: 828-526-4663
Highlands, NC 28741 @ Z/ 7 &L (6 PATRICIA GENTRY
RE

Julie Osborn

Broker in Charge
julie@patallenrealtygroup.co
m 828.200.6165

Wildcar Clz'ﬁ.‘( Oﬁce
5121 Cashiers Road
Highlands, NC 28741
| 828.526.4525

Highlands

It is a privilege to work with you.
= | Sothebys

Open Year-Round « 6 days a week
343-D Main Street « 526-4035

: 1 I Closed all

Wed. and

Sun. Dinner

11a-3:30p
&

5:30-til?
www.wildthymegourmet.com

(w WOLFGANG'S
RESTAURANT & WINE BISTRC
Taste the difference, Always fresh.

Now Open for 2024!

Leading i,

patallenrealtygroup.com

’ DAVID
-~ BOCK
Do suiners

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240

Bistro opens at 4p
Dinner begins at 5:30p

474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

@ ...on the Verandah
(}@ Restaurant _
=~/ on Lake Sequoyah | -
828-526-2338 w2 i
42 Years of Fine Dining | Wl ‘,. T
Closed until

Let us tell yours. mid-March

www.ontheverandah.com

MCULLEY’S

CASHMERE

Scotland’s Best Knitwear

Every home ...

has a story.

CHRISTIE’S

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE

Deborah ‘“Bee” Gleeson

404.307.1415 —— HIGHLANDS CASHIERS ——
BeeGlee4d@Gmail.com Open 7 days a week
and
Pat Gleeson HighlandsCashiersCIRE.com 526-4407
828.782.0472 210 North Fifth Street, 242 S. 4th St. & Pop up

PatrickGleeson4@Gmail.

Highlands, NC 28731

on Main Street ©




