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The largest selection of 
Scottish cashmere in the U.S.A.

In Highlands ...on the hill
242 S. 4th St. • 828-526-4407

Open 7 days a week
www.mcculleys.com

MM ccCULLEY’SCULLEY’S
• See VISIT A VET page 10

Motoring Festival participants from left: Doug Campbell, Knight Martorell, 
Mark Chmar, Brian Steiner, Gus and Jan Lard, Steve Mehde, Post 370 Com-
mander Paul Schowalter. Front row from left: Eckerd’s veterans Charles, 
Sherman, James and Louis. Not Pictured is motoring particpant Tommy Re-
inheimer

Post 370’s ‘Visit a Vet’  
program brings tears of 

joy to ELC vets
Highlands American Legion 

Post 370, Eckerd Living Center 
and members of  the Highlands 
Motoring Festival collaborated to 
present a car display for the veter-
ans and other residents and staff  
of  the Eckerd Living Center.

The event is part of  Post 
370’s Visit a Vet program created 
this past spring by members of  
Post 370 to visit veteran residents 
at the Living Center. 

Stephanie McMahon, ac-

This year’s theme 
is ‘Seasons of 

Highlands’
Highlands Historical Society’s Dazzling Dahlia 

Festival is Thurs,, Sept. 7 & and Sat. Sept. 

A past dahlia display at the Highlands Historic  
Village featured “all things historic” in Highlands. 

- Photo by Marty Boone

Highlands Historical Society’s Dazzling 
Dahlia main event is Saturday, Sept. 9, and you 
should prepare to be dazzled!  

On Saturday, there will be more than 50 
incredible floral vignettes placed all over town 
as well as storytelling, bluegrass music, food, vi-
gnettes and art at the Historical Village on N. 4th 
Street from 10a-5p.  

There is a panel of  secret judges who will 
award a $500 prize to the Best of  Show vignette, 

• See DAHLIA page 8

New stairs at Big 
Shoals officially open

By Brian O’Shea
Plateau Daily News

Volunteers gathered at Big Shoals a.k.a. Secret Falls 
on Aug. 29 for a ribbon-cutting ceremony marking the 
official opening of  newly constructed stairs leading 
down to the falls.

The Highlands Trail Trimmers began the project in 
January to replace a failed set of  steps that had washed 
away, said project leader Jim Chance.

“It was dangerous and slippery, particularly be-
fore the debris from the old stairs had cleared,” he said. 
“It looked like someone backed up a dump truck and 
dumped a load of  Timbers down the slope. There was 
also a lot of  rebar sticking up like punji sticks. Due to the 

• See STAIRS page 14

Volunteers from the HT and OJC pose after a ribbon  
cutting ceremony officially opening the newly built stars at 
Big Shoals.

- Photo by Brian O’Shea
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I attended a wonderful tribute 
to the late Katherine Wil-
loughby at the Shakespeare 

and Me Bookstore last Friday 
afternoon. Mrs. Willoughby was 
the owner and operator of  the 
bookstore for many years and an 
honored and loved resident of  our 
community. 

The bookstore had a table of  
books by local and area authors. 
As I perused the table collection, 
I noticed a number of  works fo-
cused on this beautiful, historic 
area and the plateau’s unique environment. So, 
while at the tribute, I honored her memory by 
buying a book, Searching for Home Waters: A 
Brook Trout Pilgrimage, by Michael Steinberg.

I quickly discovered my newly purchased 
book wasn’t just about pretty pictures and 
trout. It really was an exploration of  the state 
of  our land, waters, and environment from 
North Georgia all the way up to Maine and 
even Labrador. The author had searched for 
and caught the elusive native brook trout in 
remote and hidden streams along the Appala-
chians. Steinberg stressed that the wild, native 
Brook Trout was an indicator of  the health 
and vitality of  a local watershed. The native, 
naturally occurring Brook Trout, which live 
in our creeks and streams, can be compared 

to the Canary in the coal mine, as 
they provide a warning of  impend-
ing danger – the canary warning the 
miners of  dangerous carbon mon-
oxide and the Brookies warning us 
of  the effects of  climate change and 
excessive water flow and the result-
ing reduction of  the fish popula-
tion. Steinberg did find those rather 
small and elusive fish in a number 
of  remote and isolated streams 
across the mountain chain.

What immediately impressed 
me was that just a few years ago, I 

had discovered we still had Brookies in some 
small creeks right here in Highlands! I even 
went to the streams to see for myself  and yes, 
the Brook Trout were there. Most folks would 
never notice them because they are small, 
about 6 or 7 inches, and they are very skittish. 
One has to actually almost stalk them, because 
any sudden movement and they will dart off. 
But on one day, I was able to sneak up to a 
small, shaded pool in a remote town creek to 
discover a small school of  Brooks. As soon as 
I attempted to cast a fly at them, they vanished 
in an instant.

This week I went back to pursuing and con-
firming the existence of  Brook Trout within the 
town limits. I once again was able to see them, 
but I’m not going to tell you where they reside. 
They desperately need anonymity and privacy 
in order to survive. There will also need to be 
continued restrained and careful development in 
town if  the Brookies continue to live here. 

Our development and building ordinanc-
es help preserve what we value most about 
Highlands. Over the last several years there 
have been instances where folks building near 
town streams attempted to ignore the vegeta-
tive buffer requirements. Our town staff  en-
forces this ordinance whenever they discover a 
violation. That ordinance is critical to keeping 
our home water clean and vibrant with aquatic 
life like small, native fish. Initiatives like pav-
ing town roads to minimize sediment runoff  is 
also a part of  an effort to preserve our water-
shed. There is more to be done.

For that matter, all of  the communities on 
the Appalachian Mountain range from Georgia 
to Maine should be cognizant of  this caution-
ary tale captured in Steinberg’s book. When 
communities preserve these natural resources 
and wild creatures, we are in fact preserving 
ourselves. We all love these wonderful hills, 
valleys, and peaks. The challenge is to protect 
them.

Brookies means Highlands is healthy
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buy tickets

Olivia DaPonte  |  Live

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 14



• See INVESTING page 8
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 •inVesting at 4,118 Ft.•

Jeannie Chambers
Chambers Realty 
& Vacation Rentals

Have you ever put a puzzle together 
and as the pieces disappeared and 
the picture became clearer, you 

realized you didn’t have enough pieces to 
complete the puzzle? You’re left with an 
incomplete picture because somewhere 
down the line, the puzzle has lost its com-
pleteness. If  the puzzle was a building, it 
would have lost its structural integrity. It’s 
lost its middle.

Baking rather than cooking requires 
following a recipe. It took me a few failures 
to figure that one out. Baking is consid-
ered a science because exact measurements 

The Missing Middle
way.  

Wikipedia describes the missing mid-
dle as a term describing types of  hous-
ing popular in the pre-WWII days. Row 
houses, courtyard apartments, quadplexes 
and duplexes. For the most part, the cus-
tomary use of  these types of  homes are 
not being used anymore, thus the term 
missing middle. Those types of  residential 
properties were the in-between of  apart-
ment buildings -- usually found down-
town -- and the bungalows, and stately 
homes on larger tracts of  land.

• See INVESTING page 8

and conditions need to be used 
to achieve the intended results. 
If  you forget that pinch of  salt 
or use a different type of  sugar, 
flour, or oil, you may get some-
thing similar to what you want, 
but it won’t be the same because 
it’s missing the middle. Cook-
ing on the other hand, especially 
recipes for casseroles and stews 
are much less stringent in their 
exactness. Look at any mid-cen-
tury recipe book compiled by a 
group of  church ladies, and you 

may find several recipes all with 
the same name. Variety, which is 
the spice of  life, is evident with 
those types of  recipes.

This article isn’t about puz-
zles or chocolate cake. It has to 
do with real estate and real estate 
investing. The term real estate in-
vestor has gotten a bad rap over 
the years, and has been carica-
tured as seedy, money-hungry 
people, and while that may be 
true in some cases, not all people 
who invest in real estate are that 

• See REVAL page 5

401 N. 5th Street Highlands 
828-526-3717

3 BR/ 2 bath home•Close to Town•$859,500•MLS #102178 

Two levels and expansive outdoor areas including a large, covered porch and dock with boat slip. Offered TURNKEY. Vacation Rental Approved.

info@highlandsiscalling.com
www.highlandsiscalling.com

Renovated, custom-built home, TWO ensuites on the main level. Beautiful stonework outside and two wood-burning fireplaces inside, two new decks, 
a 2-car garage, and all the amenities of living IN TOWN. This home is ready for you this summer. Gay Hunter, Broker gay@gwhrealestate.com 

5BR/ 4 bath home•Close to Town•$1,449,000•MLS #102450
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THE MICHAUD/RAUERS GROUP
JUDY MICHAUD: (828) 371-0730  |  MITZI RAUERS: (404) 218-9123
TOM GOLDACKER: (828) 200-9045  |  JOHN MUIR: (404) 245-7027
BROOKS KITTRELL: (828) 230-4453

THE MICHAUD/RAUERS GROUP
JUDY MICHAUD: (828) 371-0730  |  MITZI RAUERS: (404) 218-9123
TOM GOLDACKER: (828) 200-9045  |  JOHN MUIR: (404) 245-7027
BROOKS KITTRELL: (828) 230-4453

HIGHLANDS
MLS# 102764  |  $1,175,000
Versatile family home with a mountain-inspired interior in Cold Springs. The main level 
offers an inviting, spacious living room with a stone fireplace. A separate dining room 
provides an elegant space for hosting dinner parties and the well-equipped kitchen 
has plenty of space. On the main level is a large primary suite. Upstairs there’s a second 
primary suite, plus two guest bedrooms, while an office offers a dedicated workspace. 
The lower level holds a family room, another guest room, a bonus room, and a large 
workroom. The property includes a SimplySafe security system and a playground area 
and a fire pit. Amenities include stables and a paddock for horses and a lake.

5
BR

4
BA

1
HBA

SAPPHIRE VALLEY
MLS# 102817  |  $750,000
Perched above the Horsepasture River, this Hampton Glen end unit town home is 
strategically situated to make the most of the amenities in Sapphire Valley. The unit 
is generously proportioned and extends onto a covered deck, allowing you to unwind 
in the refreshing mountain breeze. The main level boasts a bright kitchen and a great 
room with a stone fireplace and large sliding glass doors that allow access to the deck. 
Three bedrooms are upstairs, and each bedroom has a private bathroom. Walk to the 
fitness center, pool, track, playground, dog park, and restaurants. Two-car garage with 
storage space. Offered furnished. SVMA amenities include lake access and more.

4
BR

3
BA

1
HBA

WWW.MEADOWSMOUNTAINREALTY.COM   |  (828) 526-1717  |  488 MAIN ST, HIGHLANDS  |  2334 CASHIERS RD, HIGHLANDS  |  196 BURNS ST, CASHIERS

©2023 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are 
registered service marks of Columbia Insurance Company, a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate. Equal Housing Opportunity.
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•HigHlanDs Dining•

highlandermountainhouse.com

For Hours and to order on line go to:
SweetTreatsHighlands.com

Corner of 4th & Main • 115 S. 4th Street | 828-526-9632

Craft Ice Cream & 
Hand-Crafted 
Sandwiches

Fast & Fresh Family Food

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
& Highlander Mountain House 

highlandermountainhouse.com
290 Main Street • Highlands • 828-526-2590

BREAKFAST:
Complimentary 
muffins & coffee 
for hotel guests 

LUNCH: 
Friday.•11:30a - 

2:30p 
DINNER: 

Thurs.-Sat. • 5:30-9p
BRUNCH:

Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p • Sun. 11a to 7p 
Closed Tuesdays

828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

Asia HouseAsia House
Japanese • Asian• Thai Cuisine

828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900

151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

Open for Dine-in 
and Take-out

Lunch 12-3p • Dinner 4:30 - 9:30p 
Closed Wednesdays

� , lwoLFGANG'S l w RESTAURANT & WINE BISTRO 

Celebrating 29 years 

American Cuisine with a 
German Twist and Creole Flair 

474 Main Street I 828.526.3807 
wolfgangs.net 

TUES – SAT
DINNER STARTS

@ 5:30 PM

DINE IN AND CARRY OUT : LAKESSIDERESTAURANT.INFO

Bistro opens at 4 p.m. 
Dinner begins at 5:30

Tuesday-Sunday

828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com
US 64w • Highlands

41 Years of Fine Dining

Open
Tues.-Sat.

5:30-9p



Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round
Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar

Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Open 
7 days a week

Lunch: 11a-3:30p 
Dinner: 

5:30p - until

 •Dining•
Highlands Newspaper -Thurs., Sept. 7, 2023 - 828-200-1371 - Page 7

 •letters•

Homemade Ice CreamHomemade Ice Cream  
featuring all time Favorite Flavors 

P L U S :P L U S :

 Tequila • Fruity Pebbles • Corn • Bubble Gum 
Dragon Fruit & more! 

Cups

Cones

Milkshakes

Sundaes

Smoothies

173 Main Street 
in Wright Square

828-567-7443

The Secret Garden is in The Village Square 
behind K-H Founders Park. 

Hot & cold sandwiches, a variety of salads, bakery items, and 
SECRET daily specials. Freshly made & ready for pick up. 
208 N. 5th St. • Village Square • (828) 305-

Modern Fast Food & 
Courtyard Market

Mon.-Fri. • 11a to 5p 
Sat.• noon to 8p

The Secret Garden

Inflation Reduction Act – the act that keeps on giving

Dear Editor,
We are celebrating one year into the Inflation Reduc-

tion Act (IRA). What do we have to show for it, what can 
we expect and how will it affect our pocketbooks? Here 
are four examples of  how the IRA is powering progress 
and affecting North Carolinians directly. 

Decreasing medical costs 
We finally have the ability to negotiate some prescrip-

tion drug costs for Medicare recipients. This has produced 
a cap on co-pay of  $35 per month for insulin and benefit-
ted almost 57,000 North Carolinians at a savings of  $449 
per year per enrollee. And, 13 million people in North 
Carolina are saving an average of  $800 a year on health 
care premiums.

Bringing clean energy jobs 
By generating our own renewable and reliable energy 

in the US, we can stabilize the market, increase affordabil-
ity and create good paying jobs in NC. The Clean Energy 
Plan has already supported over 190 new projects nation-
ally and created more than 3,640 new jobs by March 2023 
in North Carolina. In Chatham County, the largest invest-
ment in North Carolina’s history – Wolfspeed – is invest-
ing 5 billion in a semi-conductor materials plant expected 
to create 1,800 jobs that pay $77,000 by 2030. 

Cutting home energy costs 
Homeowners can get tax credits for energy saving 

home upgrades - $2,000 for heat pumps, $1,200 to weath-
erize, and others that will reduce our taxes dollar for dol-
lar, plus future bills should be lower. There are also rebates 
for energy saving appliances that reduce the cost of  heat-
ers, air conditioners, and clothes dryers. 

Infrastructure 
Government funded projects to construct and repair 

infrastructure put people to work and help our commu-
nities build climate resiliency with reliable roads, ports, 
bridges, and buildings. In North Carolina, the Department 
of  Transportation was awarded $110 million to replace 
the Alligator River Bridge on US Highway 64 with a mod-
ern high-rise fixed-span bridge.

 This seems to be happening behind the scenes, but 
we should shout this progress from the rooftops. Each 
month, it is getting better and better. New projects are 
coming online virtually every day. And, this is just in 
North Carolina. It is happening in all of  the states across 
the United States. In a time when the government is get-
ting bad press, isn’t it time to recognize something going 
right? It gives us hope for the future.

E. Bronk, K. Hawk, C. Neely
Highlands

Shout it from the rooftops!
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Try Our  
Summer Menu

View Menu

L O U N G E

...DAHLIA from page 1

• Incredible Views
• Par 72 Championship Course  

stretching 6,900 yards of Peaks and Valleys
• Open Daily, • Year-Round • Public Golf 

2 hrs. northeast of Atlanta • 20 Minutes from Highlands, NC
For Tee Times, Membership Information or Event Rentals, 

please call 706-746-5302 
www.skyvalleycountryclub.com

 The Coolest Golf Course  
in Georgia 

V�SON 
A FABULOUS, UNIQUE BOUTIQUE 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
828.369.7300 I 24 E. Main St. Franklin 

but the public can also vote for People’s 
Choice winners. All vignette winners will 
be announced during intermission at the 
concert in the park.

For an in-depth look at the incredible 
dazzling dahlias in their endless sizes, col-
ors and categories, The Bascom will host 
the Single Bloom, or Cut Dahlia Show on 
Saturday from 1-5p on the patio.

Saturday night it’s a Dahlia Dance 

Party, with the fabulous 10-piece Steel Toe 
Stilettos lighting up the evening with music 
that will get you out of  your chair, from 6-9p. 

On Friday, Sept. 8, Highlands Histori-
cal Village will be the Dahlia Depot. Please 
bring dahlias any other flowers and greenery 
to the village Friday morning. Many vignette 
creators need dahlias and any left over flow-
ers will be arranged in mason jars for sale in 
the park and Historical Village.

For more information, go to  
highlandshistory.com

468 Carolina Way • Highlands
(Between N. 4th & N. 5th)

828-526-3909

SALE!
40% off 

STOREWIDE

Bronze sculpture • Paintings 
Vintage & Antique Collectables & 

Furniture • Costume Jewelry
 and much more

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

...INVESTING continued from page 4
One of  the key proponents of  afford-

able housing is that it needs to be in a walk-
able area or at least close to the area in which 
the residents work. Just like a chocolate cake 
isn’t a chocolate cake without chocolate, a 
thriving community without affordable 
housing options, isn’t a thriving community. 
It’s still a community, and may thrive for 
a while, but it is not a sustainable thriving 
community. It is missing its middle.

According to an August 2023 National 
Association of  REALTORS online article, 
“With rent control proposals popping up 
around the country and property-rights re-
strictions making it difficult to fill the de-
mand for homes, REALTOR® associations 

are mobilizing their members and winning 
allies for proactive solutions to America’s 
housing crisis.

In the past year, they have defeated a 
burdensome real estate transfer tax, halted 
restrictive zoning, developed free fair hous-
ing educational tools and, in Florida, won 
a statewide rent-control ban balanced with 
common-sense housing solutions.”

For a community to thrive, workforce 
housing must be available.

What exactly is workforce housing? 
The best description I’ve found is this: Af-
fordable housing is housing that can be 
afforded by people who earn between 60-

• See INVESTING page 22
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UNR I VA L ED

116 Robin Hood Lane
Highlands, NC 28741 | $1,795,000 | MLS #102827 

Kelly Ramsay, Dan Doughty & Ryan Bears | 828-556-1252

128 Summit Trail
Highlands, NC 28741 | $1,950,000 | MLS #102454 

Julie Osborn & Pat Allen | 828-200-6165

HIGHLANDS-DOWNTOWN OFFICE  |  828.526.8784

WILDCAT CLIFFS/CASHIERS OFFICE  |  828.526.4525

SAPPHIRE OFFICE  |  828.507.3165

#1 in the Carolinas#1 in the Carolinas

...INVESTING continued from page 4
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I’m baaaaaack again!
With the same menu, low prices, FREE coffee and an older more mellow attitude!

Come by for a visit and enjoy those Appalachian Fries and a fresh Gyro! 

Salads • Pitas • Burgers • Philly Cheese Steak • Shrimp Pita • Susan’s Rueben • Italian Sausage • Chicken Wings 
Appalachian Fries • Onion Rings • Fried Shrimp • Fish n’ Chips • Chicken Fingers and more!

Dine in or Call in your order for Pickup! • 828-482-1513 • 462 Dillard Road (across from Dusty’s)
Highlands

Lunch
Tues. - Sat.

11a to 3p
828-482-1513

322 Main Street, Highlands • 828-482-0818

Highlands Mercantile is OPEN!Highlands Mercantile is OPEN!

Fine goods for your family and home.
Books • Chocolates • Coffee • Guy Gifts • Home • Skincare

828-526-5029 828-526-5029 
2060 Dillard Rd, Highlands2060 Dillard Rd, Highlands

2 miles south of Main, Highlands2 miles south of Main, Highlands

Come join us as we pay tribute Come join us as we pay tribute 
to Jimmy Buffet!to Jimmy Buffet!

All Island Shirts ½ PriceAll Island Shirts ½ Price
“It’s 5’oclock somewhere!”

Nancy’s & The Exchange
Fancys for Men

tivities Director at Eckerds, Steve 
Mehder of  the Highlands Motor-
ing Festival, Saturday’s “Butts on 
the Bench” car group, Chip Sny-
der Veteran Service Officer for 
Post 370, Co-chair Jim Grantham 
all helped organize the show of  
vintage and modern vehicles for 
Eckerd veterans and residents.

The event showcased an im-
pressive collection of  classic and 
vintage cars, generously provided 

Mustang, Tommy Reinheimer’s, 
2000 BMW Z3. The cars capti-
vated the imagination of  both 
residents and visitors alike.

The occasion not only high-
lighted the Legion and the Motor-
ing Festival’s commitment to sup-
porting veterans, but also brought 
a sense of  nostalgia and excite-
ment to the retirement center. It 
was a special moment for post 
Commander Showalter when 
he presented the veterans with 

by the Highlands Motoring Fes-
tival members and friends. The 
vehicles included Doug Camp-
bell’s 1966 Jaguar XK-E, Knight 
Martorell’s 1952 Jaguar XK 120, 
Mark Chmar’s 2015 Porsche Box-
ster GTS, Brian Steiner’s 1960 VW 
Beetle, Gus and Jan Lard’s 1967 
Corvette 427, 1955 Ford Thun-
derbird, and 1936 Ford Flathead 
V8 Pick-up, Steve Mehder’s 1973 
VW Thing, Paul Schowalter’s Ford 

American Flags to commemo-
rate the day’s event. Commander 
Showalter was moved presenting 
wheelchair-bound veterans with 
the new, “Old Glories!”  

“As I presented a flag to this 
veteran, he clutched it to his chest 
and a tear trickled down his cheek 
as he softly exclaimed: ‘This is the 
first American Flag I have ever 
owned!’ At that point, he was not 
the only one with tears,” he said.  
“I was so overwhelmed I did not 

get his name. I did not get his 
military branch or his period of  
service. I got a lump in my throat 
and a lifetime blessing! I had the 
honor of  giving a veteran his first 
American flag.

The car exhibit at the Eck-
erd Living Center left a lasting 
impression, reminding everyone 
of  the power of  collaboration, 
the importance of  honoring vet-
erans, and the joy that classic cars 
can bring to people’s lives.

- Submitted

...VISIT A VET continued from page 1
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5 3 7  M A I N  S T R E E T  |  8 2 8 - 5 2 6 - 2 9 9 9  |  
N C L I V I N G . C O M  Next to Mountain Fresh Grocery (see above)

Ser  ving Highlands
R E D E F I N I N G  L U X U R Y  R E A L  E S T A T E  M A R K E T I N G

T O P  F I V E  O F F I C E S  F O R  N U M B E R  O F  T R A N S A C T I O N S  C L O S E D  I N  2 0 2 3 
A year-to-date comparison of the Highlands-Cashiers Board of Realtors

This information was provided by the Highlands-Cashiers Board of Realtors on 8/29/2023. All information provided is deemed reliable, but is not guaranteed and should be independently verified. 
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Atlanta • Highlands • Cashiers

Specializing in Kitchen Design & Cabinets
Certified Kitchen Designer on staff

melinda@melindabarber.com
www.melindabarber.com

ASID Interior Designers 
Offering Full Designer Services

Cabinets • Kitchen • Bath • Furnishings 

In-home Consultation 
828-226-2083

“Design is not just a matter of aesthetics. Our goal is to 
create homes that are comfortable, functional, and inviting, 

and that automatically puts people at ease.”

Storefront • Plate Glass • Mirrors
Custom Shower Doors • Insulated Glass 
Custom Mirrors • Tabletops • Sun Rooms 

Replacement of Fogged Glass 
Insulated Units

(828) 349-0088
www.glassshoppe.com

David Lewis, owner
3145 Old Murphy Road

Franklin, NC

Specializing in 
Custom Garage Doors & Automatic Openers 

Owner: Steve Raby • 7290 Highlands Rd • Franklin

Installation • Service • Repair
828-369-5014

Commercial Residential

Your One-Stop 
Garden Shop

Celebrating 29 
Years!

2460 Cashiers Road • Highlands • 828-526-2395
highlandslawnandgarden.com •

FALL SALE
All perennials, 
trees & shurbs 

20% OFF! 

50% OFF
SELECT
Pottery

Open
Mon.-Sat. 8a to 5p

Fall Home Improvement
(StatePoint) Want to 

live your best backyard life? 
Experts say outdoor floor-
ing can help you do it.

“Outdoor flooring 
can keep grass healthy by 
providing a solid path over 
high-traffic areas and de-
fine areas of  your yard for 

How to Select the Right Outdoor Flooring for Your Yard
different uses,” says land-
scape designer, Doug Scott 
of  Redeem Your Ground. 
“However, as with interior 
decorating decisions, the 
materials you select can im-
pact how you can use those 
spaces. And because you’re 
outside, there is Mother 

Nature to consider.”
To help homeowners 

make smart outdoor floor-
ing decisions, Scott has 
partnered with lawn care 
equipment manufacturer, 
Exmark, to offer these in-
sights:

• Moss: Moss and other 
“steppable” living ground 
covers are perfect for areas 
with minimal foot traffic, 
such as shady retreat spaces. 

The major concern is your 
yard’s ecosystem. If  grow-
ing conditions are right, it’s 
incredibly low maintenance. 
But when conditions aren’t 
favorable, it can become 
a maintenance nightmare. 
Before making any pur-
chases (costs can range 
greatly), research if  your 
yard can support this type 
of  organic flooring.

• Mulch: Mulch is 
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ARBORCOAT® Exterior Stain in Solid brings beautiful Benjamin Moore® color 
to outdoor wood surfaces while letting a hint of the natural wood grain to still 
show through. The waterborne stain offers maximum protection against the 

elements while creating a striking aesthetic. 

ADVICE FROM THE EXPERTS. 
ARBORCOAT solid is available in 3,500-plus Benjamin Moore" 

colors. But if you're not sure where to begin, consider one of these 
popular hues, curated by the color experts at Benjamin Moore. 

Maritime White 
OC-5 

Boston Brick 
2092-30 

Briarwood 
HC-175 

Mahogany 
ES-63 

Cliffside Gray 
HC-180 

Normandy 
2129-40 

Call us to learn more. 

HDC 
HIGHLANDS 

DECORATING 
CENTER 

Highlands Decorating Center 
330 Dillard Road 
Highlands, NC 28741 
828-526-3571 
www.HighlandsDecorating.com 

Colo,tcQJ1.,.;y 1$tfl-.cl�when llnt�lnautltty �MooreN!nts.<:olor �tlon$ rn,aydiff .. sllght� lrom-,c;luti �
�BetilM11\MOCff& CO.�. Betljlmin MOOl't.C.-�.and 1,-.1�i. -M0Syfl'ltlOl-� t,� licenst<l«>8ttl,iaffiil"l �& C0.8/20 

Fall Home Improvement
an affordable option that 
keeps outdoor spaces look-
ing natural. Mulch can be 
used to decorate landscape 
beds, and as flooring for 
pathways, play areas, and 
dining or living areas. While 
maintenance is low, mulch 
will need to be replenished 
periodically as colors fade 
and the elements wear it 
down.

• Aggregates: Ag-
gregates include crushed 
granite, pea gravel and 
slate chips. Aesthetically 
versatile, cheap, and easy 
to install and maintain, ag-
gregates add a natural look, 
and make a great option for 

areas with drainage issues. 
Because they tend to get 
worn down or washed away, 
you’ll need to replenish 
them occasionally or build 
a border with stone or brick 
around them.

Before moving for-
ward, consider that pea 
gravel is great if  you want 
a softer flooring option, but 
note that its give can cre-
ate unstable footing. And, 
if  you have young kids, you 
might want to avoid aggre-
gates entirely.

“I don’t think I know 
a kid under age 12 who can 
resist the temptation to pick 
up a handful of  gravel and 

throw it,” says Scott.
• Wood: Wood floor-

ing is incredibly versatile. 
It can be cut, customized, 
painted and stained to fit 
any style and space and 
provides a smooth, level 
surface for entertainment 
and furniture. The type you 
choose should depend on 
your budget and how much 
maintenance you’re willing 
to do. Manufactured wood 
can be expensive, but thank-
fully requires very minimal 
maintenance. Natural wood, 
on the other hand, requires 
regular staining and sealing.

• Concrete: If  you’re 
looking for a flat, stable 

Hours: 
Monday-Friday 

8a to 5p
(Across from the Post Office)

135 Franklin Road
828-526-3956

Fall is in the air!

September 25% off 
cleaning 

& repairs!SPECIAL!

surface, concrete is the best 
choice on the market. While 
it might seem less chic, it can 
always be beautified with 
stains and stamp patterns 
mimicking brick or stone. 
While fairly low-mainte-
nance, concrete is prone to 
cracking, and stamped con-
crete will need to be sealed 
periodically. Those repairs 
can become annoying and 
expensive down the line.

“If  your outdoor space 
is above tree roots or areas 
prone to settling, concrete 
is probably not the right 
choice for you,” says Scott.

• Stone: Both natural 
stone and manufactured 
pavers are durable and a 
great way to transition from 
formal to natural in your 
yard. Natural stone is gen-
erally the most expensive 
outdoor flooring choice, 
but its durability and ver-
satility makes it well worth 
it. Manufactured pavers 
come in a variety of  colors, 
shapes and sizes, and have 
the added benefit of  afford-
ability. While both options 
require periodic sealing and 
staining to retain their ap-
pearance and durability, if  

done right, they’ll last you 
many years.

Scott offers more in-
sights in “Outdoor Floor-
ing,” a recent video from 
Exmark. To watch the 
video, visit Backyard Life, 
which is part of  a unique 
multimedia destination 
with a focus on helping 
homeowners make the 
most of  outdoor spaces.

“Now that you have 
a variety of  outdoor floor-
ing ideas handy, all there’s 
left to do is bring your 
dream yard to life,” says 
Scott.
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Make power outages a thing 
of the past with a home 
standby generator.

Trusted Protection During Unpredictable Weather
The frequency in severe weather has led to an increase in power outages. More than ever, 
you need to be prepared. Think about it, without power, you will have no lights, heating or 
cooling, or refrigeration. You can’t even charge your cell phone. But when you have a  
Generac home standby generator, you will have power when you need it the most. 

Call or go online today for more information

7441 Dillard Rd., Scaly Mountain, North Carolina 28775-9323 

Allan Dearth and Sons 
Sales 
Service 
Website 

(828) 526-9325
(828) 526-9325

https://adsemergencypower.com/ 

Nominated for ‘America’s Best’
Top 5% of Brokers in 2022* HCMLS

20 years experienceAndrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742 

AndreaGabbard@
gmail.com

trail being in such poor shape people were 
making their way down the corridor as best 
they could, but they were trampling vegeta-
tion and creating erosion issues in the pro-
cess.”

With help from the Oconaluftee Job 
Corps (OJC) in Cherokee and HTT vol-
unteers like Mike King and Kevin Gates, 
Chance said it took eight months to build 
new stairs.

The project includes 168 steps total -- 
143 timber steps in the main flight up from 
the lower landing, 10 rock steps from the 
lower landing to the upper part of  the falls, 
and 15 to the lower part of  the falls. Not to 
mention a 75’ rise in elevation with a slope 
of  about 20%, said Chance.

The OJC team was supervised by Alan 
Chapman and Chance said their help was 
crucial to the project’s completion.

“The OJC team and built most of  the 
steps in the most difficult section where 
we had to work our way through a ridge of  
rock,” said Chance. “The OJC students did 
most of  the hauling, crushing, and filling of  
the timber cribs. There was also a private 
property owner that gave us permission to 
cross their property to haul in material.”

The property owner allowing crews 
to bring in materials was Southern Appala-
chian Highlands Conservancy. The project 
was funded by raising $6,000 through Go-
FundMe and using materials salvaged from 
the stairs that washed away.

“About two years before HTT worked 
with Nantahala district on a grant proposal 
to hire a commercial firm to reconstruct 
the whole trail, but they were unable to ob-
tain a grant,” said Chance. “When the grant 
proposal failed, HTT made the move to do 
the stairs portion and USFS gave us the go 
ahead.”

Directions from Highlands:
Head east from Highlands on Horse Cove 

Road and drive approx. 4 miles and turn right on 
Walking Stick Road.

Drive approx. 3 miles on Walking Stick 
Road to an intersection and stay right over a one 
lane bridge, do not turn left onto Rock House 
Road. Drive a quarter mile to FR 4567 on the 
right. This road is gated but visitors can park at 
the gate. Hike down FR 4567 a quarter mile to 
Secret Falls Trailhead on the left, marked by a 
small signpost. Follow blue rectangle trail mark-
ings to Secret Falls.

...STAIRS continued from page 1
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Each Friday and Saturday night from May through Each Friday and Saturday night from May through 
October, the Highlands Chamber of Commerce/October, the Highlands Chamber of Commerce/
Visit Highlands, NC hosts live music downtown.Visit Highlands, NC hosts live music downtown.

Join us for our September concerts!
All shows take place from 6 – 8:30 p.m.All shows take place from 6 – 8:30 p.m.

2023  Outdoor Concert Series

visithighlandsnc.com

Friday Night Live 
Town Square | 343 Main St.

Saturdays on Pine 
Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park

Pine  St.

Showcasing traditional mountain 
music and local talent

Featuring a variety of popular, 
regional bands and musicians 

SEPTEMBER 1
Byrds & Crows

SEPTEMBER 8
 The Well Drinkers

SEPTEMBER 15
Curtis Blackwell Band

SEPTEMBER 22
Crisp Brown Aulisio

SEPTEMBER 29
Johnny Web Band

SEPTEMBER 2
Continental Divide

SEPTEMBER 9
Steel Toe Stiletto

SEPTEMBER 16
 McIntosh & the LionHearts

SEPTEMBER 23
The Holiday Band

SEPTEMBER 30
Clay Page
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Follow Highlands porchfest on facebook & instagram to stay 
informed on lineup and schedule announcements!
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highlandsaerialpark.com 
Experience the best views in the state while enjoying 

some of the best ziplining in the country. We also 
offer challenge courses, Giant Mountain Swing, scenic 
guided UTV tours and more on our 96 acre property. 

828-759-5146

JACKSON HOLE GEM MINE 
jacksonholcgcmminc.com 

A family-owned gem mine good for all ages. 
Our store offers thousands of dazzling 

gems & minerals and a covered flume to 
search for your treasures rain or shine! 

828-524-5850

Come on an adventure in Highlands & Cashiers NC!!! 
Our sightseeing, open-air vehicle and hiking tours are 
great fun for all ages. Visit spectacular waterfalls and 
mountain vistas. Featured in the Wall Street Journal. 

864-373-4022

highlandsoutpost.com 
A family fun destination. Ride the Scaly 

Mountain Screamer, extreme tubing 
slide, gem mine, trout fishing & more! 

828-526-3737

erf all Cruise 
_ ctp{qu, ��t 

Scenic Boat Tours 
World Class Waterfalls.com 

Take a scenic waterfall cruise on 
Lake Glenville aboard our luxury 
pontoon yacht with an officially 

licensed Master Sea Captain! 

dillardhousestables.com 
Guided Horseback Riding 

in Dillard Georgia 
Experienced guides take you, your family, 
or group along scenic trails, offering you 
breathtaking views, lush forests and the 

most amazing opportunity to splash down 
a cool mountain stream aboard your very 

own well trained equine partner. 

skyvalleycountryclub.com

A championship course layout with 
beautiful views & challenging holes 

for a great day of golf.

•HigHlanDs area eVents •
NEW POOL SCHEDULE
• Lap Swim: Mon.-Fri., 6.-9:45a, and 

Sat.,10a-11p - 6 lanes. Water Aerobics: 18 yrs 
plus, Mon.-Fri. 10 -11am with Karen Chambers. 
Adult Swim: 18 years old+, Mon.-Thurs 11a-
1:30p; Public Swim Mon. thru Thurs. 3:30-7p; 
Sat. 11a-6p and Sun. 1-6p. For info, call 828-526-
1595.

Thurs. Sept. 7 & Sat., Sept. 9
• The Highlands Historical Society pres-

ents The Dahlia Festival at The Bascom and 
around town. For more information, go to high-
landshistory.com

Fri., Sept. 8
• Hudson Library, in partnership with the 

B.E.A.R. Task Force, presents Bear Necessities: 
Helpful Bear Deterrents and Managing Attrac-
tants. This free program will be held on Friday 
September 8 at 11:00 AM. 

Wed., Sept. 13 
• Would you like to be a mentor? Mis-

sion’s Parent Mentor Orientation Training is 
for parents who understand the unique experi-
ence of raising a child with a disability, mental 
health challenge, or special healthcare need. 
Since 1985, Mission Children’s Hospital Family 
Support Network (FSN) has connected par-
ents to volunteer parents who are uniquely 
qualified to help because of shared experiences. 
At our upcoming Parent Mentor Orientation 
Training, parents are trained to offer support in 
meaningful ways for families undergoing a new 
diagnosis, transition, or crisis. This training offers 
volunteer parents the tools they need to sup-
port others and become an official FSN Parent 
Mentor. Training is being offered from 10am-
12:30pm; sessions will be at Mission Children’s 
at 11 Vanderbilt Park Dr., Asheville. To register, 
call 828-213-0047 or email mhav.familysupport-
network@hcahealthcare.com

Thurs., Sept. 14
• Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser for the 

Gordon Center for Children in the Faith 
and Fellowship Center at Highlands United 
Methodist Church. Tickets are only $10 per 
person and include pasta, bread, meat, salad 
and a drink. Bake sale items will be available 
for purchase. There will also be silent auction 
items to bid on that have been generously do-
nated by local businesses. Contact the Center 
for tickets or more information at (828) 526-
3376..

• At OEI’s The Farm from 6 - 8 pm, Olivia 
DaPonte, an emerging songwriter in the coun-
try music scene.. Tickets are $40. Book Online: 
https://www.simpletix.com/e/olivia-daponte-
orchard-sessions-at-the-far-tickets-127463

Sept. 16
• At Acorns, Southern Botanics Trunk 

Show 10a to 5p. Southern Botanics specializes 
in collecting, pressing, mounting, and framing 
flowers, leaves, and other plant materials in the 
style of botanical engravings, all items are origi-
nal hand-crafted artworks. The Latin and com-
mon names, dates, and locations are recorded 
in the style of herbariums on archival quality, 

100% cotton rag paper.
Mon., Sept. 18
• Would you like to be a mentor? Mission’s 

Parent Mentor Orientation Training is for par-
ents who understand the unique experience 
of raising a child with a disability, mental health 
challenge, or special healthcare need. Since 
1985, Mission Children’s Hospital Family Sup-
port Network (FSN) has connected parents to 
volunteer parents who are uniquely qualified 
to help because of shared experiences. At our 
upcoming Parent Mentor Orientation Training, 
parents are trained to offer support in mean-
ingful ways for families undergoing a new di-

agnosis, transition, or crisis. This training offers 
volunteer parents the tools they need to sup-
port others and become an official FSN Parent 
Mentor. Training is being offered from noon-
2:30pm; sessions will be at Mission Children’s at 
11 Vanderbilt Park Dr., Asheville. To register, call 
828-213-0047 or email mhav.familysupportnet-
work@hcahealthcare.com

Sun., Sept. 24
• The 12th annual Empty Bowls fundrais-

er - a collaboration between the International 
Friendship Center and the First Presbyterian 
Church of Highlands to raise money for the 
Highlands Food Pantry. Tickets can be pur-

chased online at https://https://www.interna-
tionalfriendshipcenter.org/empty-bowls-2023 
or at the Highlands Food Pantry, located on the 
bottom floor of the Highlands United Meth-
odist Church, accessible via Spring street, on 
Mon., Tues., and Thurs. 10 am to 5 pm. 

Thurs., Sept. 28
• The annual Alpha Delta Pi “Alumni on the 

Mountain” luncheon at Wildcat Cliffs CC at 11:30 
a.m. Gate Code is #3030. Mail your check for $42 
which is your reservation to Vesta Jones, 1420 Whi-
teside Mountain Road, Highlands, NC 28741. Please 
RSVP by sending check by Sept. 23. For more infor-
mation, contact Emily Buskirk at 828-787-1015 or 
ebbuskirk@gmail.com.
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•sPiritually sPeaking•
BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor (828) 421-1315

Sundays: School:10 a.m. , Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298

Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30
Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30 

CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley. GA • 706-746-2999 

Sundays: 10 a.m. Worship; Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 
Rev’d Dr. Michael Matlock, Rector 
464 Hwy 64E. Cashiers. NC 28717

CAC@christanglicancashers.org & 828-743-1701
Sundays: 9:30 am Adult Christian Formation;

10:30 am Holy Eucharist Worship
Wednesdays: 6 pm Bible Study, Prayer, Potluck

Thursdays: 10 am Healing Eucharist
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY. CASHIERS

Pastor Brent Metcalf • 743-5470
www.cashiers.church

Sun.10:45am. S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
Tues. Guys study 8am. Gals 10am.

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH
283 Spring Street - Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m.

Testimony meeting: 3rd Wednesday at 5:30 p.m.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685

3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC • Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sundays: Service 10:45am, Children’s 10:30am

Wednesdays: Youth 5:30-7pm; Women’s Bible Study: Mondays 
4:30pm, Tuesdays 10am; Men’s Bible Study: Wednesdays & 

Thursdays 7am @ Zookeeper Bistro
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY

706. 746.3144 • 696 Sky Valley Way #447 
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas

Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd Sunday 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. W. Bentley Manning, Rector • 526-2968
5th and Main streets • www.incarnationwnc.org

Sunday: Rite I, spoken, 8 am in Chapel, Rite II with Choir 10:30 
am in Sanctuary, Wed: Healing Eucharist 12 pm in Chapel, Morn-

ing Prayer: Mon-Thurs 8:30 am in Chapel
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS

828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor • 220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Women’s 10:30 am
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Emily Wilmarth, pastor 
828-526-3175 • fpchighlands.org

Sun.: Adult Ed.: 10 a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.
Tues: Men’s Group 10 a.m. Wed: Bell Choir 4 p.m.. Choir:6p

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 

Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS

Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers

www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville. NC • 743-2729 • Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a. Worship 11a & 7p. Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson • 11339 Buck Creek Road
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily 

sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a. Wednesday Worship is 6:30p

HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
 Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376

In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
 909a Bluegrass and 11a Traditional

 www.highlandsmethodist.org
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA

2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
Rev. Ken Langsdorf

Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.
Visit our website: Holy Family Lutheran Highlands NC

MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah

Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11. Choir:6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE

Franklin • 828-634-1312 • mountainsynagoguewnc.com.
Services: 1st /Fri. and 3rd Sat. 

and Rosh Hashanah & Yom Kippur. 
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 

743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church.  

4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 
Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 

OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone – 526-2418
Tues. - 9:30am; Thurs. - 9:30am; Sat. 4pm; Sun. - 11am 
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 

Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD

290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 
ST. JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

Mass: Tues. noon (Latin). Thurs. 9a.; Fri.. noon; 
Sat. 5:30p; Sun. 9a 

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: • 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood

Sunday Services: 8a. 9:30 & 11a
Visit our website www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com for 

schedules of activities. 
Our Bazaar Barn supports outreach in the community. 

Open Thurs., Fri. Sat. 10a -2p.
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 

85 Sierra Drive. Franklin • uufranklin.org  
Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 

WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers

Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am

Pastor Sam Forrester
Whiteside Presbyterian Church, 
Cashiers

The Disposition 
of God’s People

What is going to happen to those people who have 
placed their faith and hope in Jesus Christ as their 
Lord and Savior? II Corinthians 1:3 “Praise be to 

the God and Father of  our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of  
compassion and the God of  all comfort.” This shows the 
sweet mercy of  God giving comfort to the apostle as he 
stirs in his heart a fullness that brings his tongue to life in 
praise to God. This is an overflowing fullness, an abundance 
of  thankfulness coming from his heart. This shows that he 
has tasted of  the wonderful mercies and comforts of  God. 

From this we can observe the disposition of  God’s 
children. Once they have seen and tasted of  God’s great 
mercy, experienced the comfort of  His promises and His 
love they will break into praise and thanksgiving. 

It is as natural for the new believer to do this as it is 
from the birds to sing after the night has passed and the sun 
risen. When the sun has climbed into the sky and warmed 
the nest the birds begin to sing out of  joy and thankfulness 
for the warmth. So the new believer once he has seen his sin 
and rebellion against God as the darkness it is and the Son 
of  Righteousness has risen in his heart he will sing praises 
of  joy and thankfulness. What could be more natural.

Jesus Christ came into this world to save sinners from 
their sin. He broke on this world like the sun on the night. 
He brought a warmth to the soul. He gives hope to the 
other wise hopeless. It is only natural that the person com-
ing into this light, warmth and hope would become a person 
filled with praise and joy.

The reason for all of  this is that a creature cannot know 
happiness until it is fulfilling that for which it was made. 
Every creature must do the work God created it to do. Why 
is this so important? Because when you do what God cre-
ated you to do, you bring glory to Him. As a believer you 
are given a wonderful privilege, to show forth the glory of  
God through your new life. This is to be the disposition of  
every one who names the name of  Jesus Christ, to show 
forth God’s glory.

The apostle Paul in Ephesians 1:3 declares “Blessed 
be the God and Father of  our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 
blessed us with every spiritual blessing in heavenly places 
in Christ.” The apostle Peter agrees with this in I Peter 1:3-
4, “Blessed be the Father of  our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
according to a living hope, ... to an inheritance incorrupt-
ible and undefiled and that does not fade away, reserved in 
heaven for you.” Believer lift your voice in praise to God for 
all He has done for you, for this is why He called you, that 
His glory might be seen and heard through your life.
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THE 
FIREWOOD COMPANY

Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn!
Here, There and Everywhere ... 

the Atlanta area, too!

828.200.3050 
bobhenritze@gmail.com • www.firewoodcompany.net

Highlands Police en-
tries from Aug. 31. Only 
the names of persons ar-
rested, issued a summons/
citation, issued a Class-3 
misdemeanor or those of 
public officials have been 
used. 

Aug. 31
• At 5 p.m., officers re-

sponded to an open a case 
about harassment and cyber-
stalking of a woman.

Sept. 1
• At noon, officers re-

sponded to a one-vehicle ac-
cident at Main and 3rd streets.

The Highlands Fire & 
Rescue log from Aug. 29.

Aug. 29
• At 8:01 a.m., the dept. 

was first-responders to a resi-
dence on Shortoff Lane.

• At 3:49 p.m., the dept. 
responded to a fire alarm at 
a residence on Falls Village 
Court.

Aug. 30
• A little past midnight, the 

dept. responded to a call about 
a tree on NC 28 south.

• At 5:59 a.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at the 
Hospital.

• At 3:02 p.m., the dept. 
responded to a fire alarm at a 
location on Main Street.

• At 6:48 p.m., the dept. 
responded to a fire alarm at a 
residence on Upper Lake Road.

Aug. 31
• At 6:48 a.m., the dept. was 

first-responders to a residence 
on Dendy Orchard Road.

• At 3:14 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a motor vehicle ac-
cident on Hemlock Dr.

• At 3:23 p.m., the dept. 
provided public assistance at a 
location on Big Bear Pen.

• At 4:05 p.m., the dept. 
provided public assistance at a 
location on N. 4th St.

Sept. 1

• At 9:03 a.m., the dept. 
provided public assistance at a 
location on Main St.

• At 10:38 a.m., the dept. 
was first-responders to a resi-
dence on NC 28 south.

• At 11:31 a.m., the dept. 
was first-responders to a resi-
dence on NC 28 south.

• At 5:34 p.m., the dept. 
provided public assistance at 
a residence on Flat Mountain 
Road.

Sept. 4
• At 8:10 a.m., the dept. 

was first-responders to a resi-
dence at Village Walk.

• At 8:22 a.m., the dept. 
was first-responders to a resi-
dence on Falls Dr. W.

• At 1:18 p.m., the dept. 
responded to a fire alarm at a 
location on Oak Lane.

• At 5:15 p.m., the dept. 
was first-responders to a loca-
tion on Half Mile Drive.

142 HWY 107, Cashiers, NC 28717 • 828-482-5011 • Open Year Round

Brazilian Cowhides
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Highlands Automotive

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

NC
Inspection

Station

Service
&

Repair

► 828-526-9325 ◄
Generators aren't just a "thing" we do, 

generators are all we do! 

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 log cabins nestled in 
the hemlocks 

on 25 acres at the base 
of Whiteside 
Mountain.

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

Mendoza Tree Expert
& Crane Service

Quality Tree Care & Removal 
18+ years

828-200-9217 • fully insured

estimates@mendozatree.com
www.mendozatree.com

We accept al l  credit cards

Grading • Lot Clearing • Retaining Wall
Driveways • Septic Placement

Call Raul 
706-982-3803 
706-970-7638
828-347-0255

valenciagrading@gmail.com

GARY GARREN
Cell: (828) 482-2370

gsgarren@gmail.com

 Downtown Office
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC

Highlandssothebysrealty.com

33

Ryan M. Bears
Branch Leader

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784

ryan.bears@allentate.com

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

JUNK
WE HAUL IT AWAY

House / Garage / Yard
Call for free estimate

 828 - 421 - 5188

• Septic Installation
• Land Clearing/Clean Up
• Driveway Install/Repair
• Gravel/Dirt/Mulch/Delivery

• Pressure Washing
• Culvert/Drainage Installs
• Sod Installation

…We Love Small Jobs!
828-655-7733

www.blueridgelandservices.com

Life is better connected.
Join us this Sunday

(new series)
8:40am - Coffee/Nibbles

9am - Live Stream 
w/Andy Stanley

For directions call Bee at 404-307-1415.
8/31

Paul Corbin
Owner

A&O LANDSCAPING SERVICES, LLC

828-371-2240
pcorbin1631@aol.com

Founding Member
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Cody Hervey • 828-200-6926

Desimir 
Petrovic

Broker

Cell: 646-315-0048
Office: 828-526-8784

desimir.petrovic@allentate.com

FOR SALE
PEO WILL HAVE FRESH, NEW-

CROP PECANS available around Nov. 1. 
Order now. Call 828-200-1598. (st. 9/7) 

3 RV CLASS A SITES  at Wildflower 
Creek RV Resort. A small, secluded, mature 
luxury resort. Call for more information. 828-
421-1709. (st. 10/13)

FOR LEASE

COZY LAKEFRONT COTTAGE 
AVAILABLE Fully furnished, one bedroom, 
one bath. Easy access from Highlands Road in 
Franklin. Ideal corporate or seasonal rental be-
tween Highlands and Franklin. Call Sarah Miller 
at 770-757-7500 or email sarahmilleratl@aol.
com (st. 11/22)

SPACIOUS 2 BEDROOM/2 BATH 
fully furnished apt. 5 miles from Main St. Living/ 
Dining area/ kitchenette, covered porch $2000 
mo. utilities inc. 561 310-5085. (st. 8/10) 

•classiFieDs•
BRAND NEW TRAILERS FOR RENT. 

2 bedrooms/2 baths $1700/month and 3 bed-
rooms/2 baths $2250/month. Between High-
lands & Cashiers. Includes hi-speed internet, 
water, & washer/dryer. No dogs. Inquires, Marcy 
- (706) 982-0444. (st. 5/4) 

HELP WANTED
PART-TIME OPENING FOR MAIL 

DELIVER CASHIERS. Great pay. Will work 
Saturdays. Must have vehicle to drive from 
middle or right side to reach mailboxes. Must 
pass background check and driving record. 
Text contact info to 828-342-4162 (st. 7/20)

WOLFGANGS RESTAURANT - Ex-
perienced Line Cook needed. Evening shift. 
Great Pay. Possible on-premise living. Call Min-
dy at 828-421-2211. (st. 6/1)

SERVICES 
FREE ESTIMATES. Rain Gutter Clean 

Out. Yard Clean Up & Care. Mulch. Pressure 
Cleaning. No Yard Too Large or Too Small. Bob 
(828) 342-5273. (9/14)

I INSTALL TILE! Eco-Friendly & Non-
Toxic, Specializing in Shower/Bathroom, Kitchen/ 
Backsplash, Entrance Ways/Patios/Flooring. 25yrs 
experience. Also offer grout cleaning. Licensed 
& Insured. Mike Bertone/Owner of Bertone Tile 
Design & Flooring LLC. Home: 828-526-4943 or 
321-303-7560. (8/31)

MURPHY’S PAINT CO. - interior/ex-
terior painting/sheetrock repair/wallpaper re-
moval/log homes/decks. Insured. Free estimates. 
828-332-0525 or 828-421-8600 (11/2)

HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS HANDY-
MAN – Chatlos Contruction – Remodels, Ad-
ditions, Framing, Siding, Roofing, Decks, Painting. 
References. Insured. 828-200-4071. (12/28) 

NEED FURNITURE MOVED OR 
ANYTHING HAULED AWAY? I can do it. 
Call or text James of Going Gone at 828-421-
2655. (12/28)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/KEVIN 
VINSON: scanning photos, slides & negatives 
to CD or DVD for easier viewing. Video transfer 
to DVD. Everything done in house. Leave mes-
sage at 828-526-5208.

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing

• House Maintenance
• Drywall Repair

• Deck Repair
Quality Work • Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com

828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

• Income Property Investments 
• Southeastern U.S. and beyond
• 36 Years of Satisfied Clientele
• Affiliate of KW Commercial 
 Peachtree Road, Atlanta, GA

Steve Massell
CCIM 

(404) 255-6810 • realty@massell.com
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Mrs. Emma Jane Talley Hous-
ton, 86, passed away Friday, Sept. 
1, 2023. Mrs. Houston was born 
August 23, 1937, in Highlands, 
NC to the late Arthur Deck Talley 
and Myrtle Estelle Chastain Talley. 
She worked and retired from the 
Highlands School system. She was 
a member of  Clear Creek Baptist 
Church. She loved her flowers and 
gardening. 

Survivors include her three sons, Stanley 
Houston, Stacy Houston, and Scott Houston 
all of  Highlands., one grandson, Christopher 
Houston; and two great-grandchildren, 
Wesley Houston and Lila Houston; a sister, 
Barbara Houston and a brother, Joe Talley. 

Emma Jane Talley Houston
 •obituaries•

In addition to her parents, 
Mrs. Houston was preceded in 
death by her husband, John Wil-
lis Houston; and a son, Gordon 
Houston. 

A graveside service was held 
Wednesday, Sept. 6, 2023, at Clear 
Creek Cemetery with the Rev. Mike 
Wilson officiating. Pallbearers were 
Christopher Houston, Waylon 
Chastain, Joe Wayne Talley, Kevin 

Nix, Steve Houston, Adam Henry, Lamar 
Nix, and Terry Henry. 

Bryant-Grant Funeral Home & Cre-
matory served the Houston family. Online 
condolences can be left at www.bryantgrant-
funeralhome.com

Mary Josephine Newton Patten
Mary Josephine Patten, 87, 

of  Arlington, TX, passed away 
Sunday, August 27, surrounded 
by her family. She led a life as a 
servant of  Jesus and her heart 
overflowed with love for her 
family and friends. Mary Jo was 
born in McDowell County, NC 
on March 5, 1936, to William C 
and Mary Green Newton. She grew up 
in her hometown of  Highlands, NC, a 
mountain town that she dearly loved. 

Her fondest childhood memories 
include picnics with friends, horseback 
riding, babysitting, picking berries and 
making jams and pies, sleepovers with her 
friends, playing paper dolls and ice skating. 

In her teens she worked as a “soda 
jerk” for her father in his soda shop. It was 
here that she met an Air Force, “Yankee” 
Richard (Dick) Patten, who quickly be-
came the love of  her life. The two were 
later married on August 30, 1955, and 
headed to Vermont where Dick complet-
ed his electrical engineering degree. Mary 
Jo cherished her family; she and Dick had 
four children Michael Newton, Christo-
pher Martin, Sandra Elizabeth, and Steven 
Carlos, and moved to Arlington, TX in 
November 1972.

Mary Jo’s most cherished position 
was that of  Memaw to her 12 grandchil-
dren and 15 great-grandchildren. She 
showed her affection by sending cards, 
personalized with her overwritten messag-
es, and giving amazingly warm hugs. She 
lovingly remembered accomplishments 
and conveniently forgot all mistakes. Mary 
Jo will always be remembered for her wit, 
her humor, her laughter, her embellished 

greeting cards that exuded “ex-
tra love” her love of  the smell of  
White Shoulders, quoting Winnie 
the Pooh, and that southern ac-
cent that will live on in the hearts 
and memories of  those who 
loved her.

Mary Jo was preceded in 
death by her husband Richard 

Bennett Patten, brother James Henry 
Newton, sister Elizabeth “Lifa” Flannigan, 
and her parents William C and Mary Will 
Newton.

She is survived by her four children, 
Michael Patten (Sherry), Christopher Pat-
ten, Sandra Barger, and Steven Patten 
(Kristi), her 12 grandchildren: Patrick Pat-
ten (Stephanie), Crystal Kirk (Stephen), 
Kable Patten, Alicia DeLario (Jonathan), 
Nathan Patten (Laura), Kiera Welsh, Kur-
tis Blankenship, Austin Barger (Allison), 
Corey Barger, Collin Patten, Kasidi Pat-
ten, and Kylie Patten as well as 15 great-
grandchildren and numerous nieces and 
nephews.

She was laid to rest in Highlands, NC, 
Wed., Sept. 6, 2023.

In Lieu of  flowers, donations can be 
made to Cook Children’s Health Founda-
tion, Cancer Research in memory of  Mary 
Jo Patten. www.promise.cookchildrens.
org/inmemory, 801 7th Ave. Fort Worth, 
TX 76104.

She was laid to rest in Highlands, 
Wednesday, Sept.r 6, 2023, with a graveside 
service at 11 a.m.

Bryant-Grant Funeral Home & Cre-
matory served the Patten family. Online 
condolences can be left at www.bryant-
grantfuneralhome.com.

120% of  the area median income. These 
can usually be described as teachers, fire-
fighters, police force, and retail workers. I 
would venture to guess that in a resort or 
tourist area, like Highlands, NC, this would 
also include restaurant, hospitality, and con-
struction workers.

There are currently 31 states which 
either already have dedicated funds or are 
working toward helping solve the afford-
able housing issue. Just like in the 1950s 
when Muhammad Ali coined the phrase, 
different strokes for different folks, the rec-
ipe used by the legislature of  these 31 states 
may not be the same, but the hope is the 
result will be something good for everyone.

One thing being considered is having 
less restrictive zoning laws to allow ADUs 
(accessory dwelling units) to make a come-
back. The use of  ADUs could be the pro-
verbial mother-in-law suite, a young adult 
trying to get started in the local work force, 
or an older adult who is reentering the work 
force after retirement, divorce or becoming 
widowed, or a place where extended family 
or friends can come without being totally 

underfoot or a burden to their host. And 
yes, there would be some people who would 
rent their ADUs to guests as short-term or 
vacation rentals when family and friends 
aren’t using them. ADUs are just one way 
to help.

What if  it were allowed for a duplex or 
quadplex to be sprinkled in and around town 
in residential neighborhoods? If  a three-six-
month minimum rental requirement were in 
place for those, it would almost ensure these 
could be considered workforce housing. 
What if  developers were given a building al-
lowance if  they agreed that for at least the 
first five years, the dwelling would only be 
used for workforce housing? What if  prop-
erty owners were given a property tax break 
of  some kind if  their properties were used 
for workforce housing.

Follow your state’s legislature to find 
out more. I think it’s sad that any solution 
will cost millions and millions for lawmak-
ers to come up with and implement these 
ideas. Maybe what’s wrong is that all of  us 
are missing our middle.

...INVESTING continued from page 8
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401 N. Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741
828-526-3717 www.highlandsiscalling.com

info@highlandsiscalling.com
 https://www.facebook.com/CRVRHighlandsiscalling/
 https://Twitter.com/RealtynRentals

 Ace is the Place, 

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

11

Country Club Properties
 Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals. 
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery
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K-H Park

Martin-Lipscomb 
Performing Arts Center 

(PAC)

3

Highlander 
Mountain 

House 
& 

The Ruffed 
Grouse 
Tavern

highlandermountainhouse.com

DARLENE CONLEYDARLENE CONLEY
404.427.2448

MOUNTAIN MOUNTAIN LUXURYLUXURY
Dedicated to finding the 

home you’ve always wanted.

450 N. 4th St. Highlands, NC
828-526-5522

www.highlandsproperties.com

Wei chert. 
REALTORS 

Highlands Properties 

Team RickSteve
“The Power of 2”

Trusted advisors 
providing impeccable 
personalized service

PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP/ALLEN TATE REALTORSPAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP/ALLEN TATE REALTORS

(404) 219-1349 (404) 219-1349 •• HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC

����Thi*!�
5 Offices across the plateau! 

HIGHLANDS OFFICE 225 MAIN STREET 

PAM NELLIS CELL:828-787-1895
BROKER PAMELA.NELLIS@YAHOO.COM 

Top 5% of 
Brokers 
on MLS
in 2022
(HCBOR)

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

 Local Expertise, Global Connections. 
114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706

Sheryl Wilson

Licensed in NC and GA

HATHAWAY 
BERKSHIRE 

I REALTY 
MEADOWS MOUNTAIN 

HOMESEAVICES 

MITZI RAUERS 
Broker / Luxury Collection 
Specialist 
(404) 218-9123
mitzi@bhhsmmr.com

Andrea Gabbard
20 Years Experience
c: 828.200.6742 

AndreaGabbard@
gmail.com



Pat Allen 
Broker in Charge 

#1 in the Carolinas #1 in the Country for Independent Firms #1 Small Team Company-wide 2022

Stronger together!
Sr;UT(t HCMLS (.:J R,afTrmd, 

pat@patallenrealtygroup.co
m 828.200.9179 
Main Office 
295 Dillard Road 
Highlands, NC 28741 
828.526.8784 
Julie Osborn 
Broker in Charge 
julie@patallenrealtygroup.co 
m 828.200.6165 
Wildcat Cliffs Office 
5121 Cashiers Road Highlands, NC 28741 828.526.4525 

patallenrealtygroup.com 

cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

242 S. 4th St. & Pop up 
on Main Street

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

Open Year-Round • 7 days a week
343-D Main Street • 526-4035

Open for 
Lunch & 
Dinner

11a-3:30p 
&

5:30-til?

8

9

www.wildthymegourmet.com

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

6

 5

828-526-2338

30  ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

42 Years of Fine Dining

Open for our 
29th season
Wed.-Sun.

Bistro opens at 4p
Dinner begins at 5:30p 

Taste the difference, Always fresh.

474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

Open 7 days
5:30-9p

HIGHLANDS CASHIERS

All clients want the same thing: 
A trusted advisor who listens and 

does what is best for them 
to help achieve their goals.

Coffee and conversation anytime.
Deborah “Bee” Gleeson 

404.307.1415 
BeeGlee4@Gmail.com

Pat Gleeson
828.782.0472 

PatrickGleeson4@Gmail.com

HighlandsCashiersCIRE.com
210 North Fifth Street, 
Highlands, NC 28731


