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The largest selection of 
Scottish cashmere in the U.S.A.

In Highlands ...on the hill
242 S. 4th St. • 828-526-4407

Open 7 days a week
www.mcculleys.com

MM ccCULLEY’SCULLEY’S
• See PARTISAN page 16

• See FONTANA page 17

• See MTC page 8

The Annual Christmas Parade is Sat.!

Photo by Kim Lewicki

This year the parade begins at 10 and ends at noon, and as always it’s on Main Street. 
Santa will be in K-H Founders Park after the parade.

Mountain Theatre Company 
has announced its 2024 Main-
stage Season. In what will mark 
the theatre company’s 86th sea-
son, an exciting lineup of  shows 
has been released which is certain 
to have something for everyone.

The Mainstage Season will 
kick off  May 31 with Grease as 
the first production of  the sum-
mer. 

One of  the most beloved 
musicals of  all time hits the 
Mountain Theatre Company 
stage in this high-octane produc-
tion featuring hit songs, includ-
ing: “Summer Nights,” “Greased 
Lightnin’,” “You’re the One That 
I Want,” and “Hopelessly Devot-
ed To You.” 

Join Rydell High’s senior 
class of  1959 as they take audi-
ences back to a time when drive-
in movies, sock-hops, and tough 
talkin’ Pink Ladies defined a gen-

MTC 2024 
lineup is 

‘Season of 
Escape’

By Brittney Lofthouse
During the November ses-

sion of  the Macon County Board 
of  Commissioners, Macon Coun-

ty commissioners approved pro-
posed amendments to the “interlo-
cal agreement” with the Fontana 
Regional Library Board, which was 

up for its mandated 10-year review.
While Macon County has 

approved the proposed amend-

The county wants more control over 
the Fontana Library System

See you at the parade!

B of Ed says 
no to partisan 
school board 

races
By Brittney Lofthouse

During the November meet-
ing of  the Macon County Board 
of  Education Monday night, 
board members addressed the 
recent discussion among county 
commissioners to petition the 
state to change school board elec-
tions in Macon County from non-
partisan to partisan. 

A partisan election includes 
the political party of  candidates 
on the ballot. More than 50 school 
boards in the state are partisan or 
will be by 2024, a drastic increase 
since 2015 when fewer than 20 
were selected by partisan methods.

Macon County Schools At-
torney John Henning Jr. explained 
that while he understands the re-
cent move by members of  the Ma-
con County Board of  Commis-
sioners was cited as being due to 
a local issue, based on the increase 
since 2015, its more likely due to a 
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On election night, I went 
to a couple of  par-
ties for the candidates 

awaiting election results. Need-
less to say, these kinds of  events 
can be exuberating for some can-
didates and very disappointing 
for others. Regardless of  wheth-
er their candidates won or lost, 
everyone was relieved to some 
degree that the election was over 
and that they were free to return 
to normal community life.

I attended these election 
night parties to support and con-
gratulate all the candidates, re-
gardless of  the results. As I have said before, 
I respect and appreciate folks who are willing 
to run for public office.

As I was leaving one of  the parties, a 
friend of  mine, who is also a local business 
person, had a very candid message to deliver 
to me. The gist of  his communication was 
that, as mayor, he thought I did not support 
or understand the business community. That 
basically, I had no clue how a business was 
run and all the hard work and stress that 
business owners faced daily.

My friend went on to say that the cur-
rent board also did not support the business 

community. His position was 
that commissioners did not 
have to operate a business as a 
livelihood and had no concept 
about meeting payrolls and 
dealing with employee issues.

I could tell my friend was 
very frustrated and probably 
had a list of  grievances against 
me and the board. Given that 
it was election night, I decided 
not to defend myself, nor the 
board, or to enter what would 
probably be an unproductive 
defense or argument about 
supporting business.

I simply acknowledged him and said in 
passing I hope we could continue address-
ing his concerns. Over the next few days, I 
pondered how I should respond. I did share 
with several commissioners his concerns 
about the board not supporting businesses. 
A couple of  the commissioners, who are 
themselves business owners, took issue with 
his assertion of  their not knowing about 
business.

As mayor, I should be open to other 
perspectives. Maybe the board and myself  
are missing something about how the busi-
ness community feels or how we can pro-
vide more support. Perhaps there are things 
that the town can do to support businesses 
and the economy better. Sometimes, orga-
nizations arrive at a time where review and 
re-evaluation of  a situation is very much in 
order.

So, rather than just keeping the dialogue 
between me and my business friend, I invite 
feedback from the entire business and mer-
chant community. How can the town gov-
ernment do more to improve the business 
climate in Highlands? If  you are a company, 
business, or merchant in Highlands, please 
feel free to send me your concerns and ideas 
at my email address: Mayor@highlandsnc.
org.

I look forward to getting the commu-
nity input and presenting it for your review 
and comment.

As a follow-up I would like to have a 
public meeting sometime at the beginning of  
the year to discuss these ideas and concerns. 
I know it is a busy time of  the year, but I 
hope folks will make time to respond before 
January 1. I will do a follow-up with details 
at a later date.

Mayor wants to know how the town can 
better support businesses

Thu, 30-Nov Fri, 1-Dec Sat, 2-Dec sun, 3-Dec 
' I / 
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Shop            Now

give gifts of

Shop the corner of Fourth and Church Streets 
in Highlands for unique, inspiring gifts from 
Acorns & the Old Edwards Spa Boutique. 
Purchase gift cards on property or online. 
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THURSDAY, DECEMBER 14

purchase tickets

at The Farm
a Holiday Evening with  

Mike Kinnebrew

•inVesting at 4,118 Ft• 

71 EASTSIDE DUCK MOUNTAIN
$550,000 | MLS 103057 | 3 BED | 2 BATH

O ice: 828-526-4663

Cell: 828-787-1895 

pamela.nellis@yahoo.com

LANDMARK 
REALTY GROUP

Pam Nellis

Jeannie Chambers
Chambers Realty 
& Vacation Rentals

Buying at the speed of life

Let’s face it, buying almost 
anything can be emotional, 
but a big purchase like a 

home is stressful and can be very 
emotional. The economy is an in-
fluence, too, but for some people, 
jumping into the real estate market 
is a lot like waiting for the perfect 
moment to jump into a game of  
jump rope. Timing is everything. 
Well, almost everything.

In a November 17, 2023 Re-
altor.com article written by Mar-
garet Heidenry, she wrote that 
“Mortgage rates fell for the third 
week in a row according to Freddie Mac,” and 
“This downward trend is one sign that 2024 
might be a happy year for home shoppers.”

Falling rates may be a misnomer, it’s 
more like a slip than a fall, but at least the rates 
are going down instead of  up, right? She went 
on to quote “The combination of  continued 
economic strength, lower inflation, and lower 
mortgage rates should likely bring more po-
tential homebuyers into the market,” says Sam 
Khater, Freddie Mac’s chief  economist.

And, Realtor.com® economic research 
analyst Hannah Jones stated, “The usual sea-
sonal buildup in inventory that makes this 
time of  year favorable for buyers is under way. 
But from a longer-term macroeconomic per-
spective, housing remains undersupplied. The 
number of  for-sale homes registered 41.8% 
below typical pre-pandemic levels in Octo-
ber.”

 Heidenry ends with this, “The reason 
homes are selling faster is simple: Limited 
inventory doesn’t just drive up prices, it also 
compels buyers to move quickly when they 
see a property that fits the bill. And the pace 
of  sales might accelerate further if  mortgage 
rates keep falling through 2023.”

The law of  scarcity. Supply and demand. 
Emotional buying. Very sound advice from 
Victoria Araj of  Rocket Mortgage says, “Ne-
gotiating your home’s price is often the single 
most stressful part of  buying a home. It can 
be tempting to fall into a bidding war with 
other buyers and continue to up your offer. 
This can leave you with a mortgage you can’t 
afford. Resist the urge to spend more than you 
can afford on a home, no matter your bud-
get. Your real estate agent can help you know 
when to walk away – and can show you new 
properties you might love even more.”

Some of  you follow my writing on Me-
dium.com, where I write light-hearted stories 
and publish some poetry, and essays, but the 
Medium platform is much more than that. 
It’s like having a digest-style mini library of  
anything and everything. I recently discov-

ered stories by Jeffrey Good-
man, who according to his bio, 
“Navigating facts and numbers 
to help people. Strong opinions 
on climate change and health-
care. Objective, not neutral. MIT 
engineer, Wharton MBA” His 
bio doesn’t mention his opinions 
about the smart way, and I might 
add, the very unemotional ap-
proach of  paying off  a mortgage. 
He’s written several articles on 
the subject, but the one that first 
piqued my non-economist mind 
was titled, 30 Years in 30 Days • 

Year 3: Early Extra Payments Are Magical by 
Jeffrey Goodman. I tend to think his points 
may be the best advice I never took. To get 
the real scope, you should read at least one 
whole article, or maybe his whole 30 Years in 
30 days collection. You can start with the one 
I read and subscribe to his other stories from 
there: https://medium.com/@bright52/30-
years-in-30-days-year-3-early-extra-payments-
are-magical-ad067fcc4251 ( If  you are reading 
this in print form of  Highlands Newspaper, 
it may be easier to go to Medium.com, search 
for Jeffrey Goodman) It’s no secret that with 
any mortgage, extra payments allow you to 
pay off  the mortgage earlier, but I hadn’t 
thought of  the importance of  when to make 
those extra payments. In Goodman’s article, 
he illustrated with facts and figures the impact 
of  making extra payments of  10% for the first 
12-24-or 36 months. 

I questioned ten percent additional pay-
ments. I thought that was the craziest idea 
ever. Why? Because I believe most people are 
emotional buyers, and therein lies the problem 
of  one of  the pitfalls of  buying a home with a 
mortgage. Go back and read the Rocket Mort-
gage quote. More good advice that many buy-
ers who buy with their emotions won’t take. 
As a Realtor, it’s my duty to help buyers make 
good decisions, but we can only do so much, 
and we don’t know their bottom line; we only 
know what they tell us. Emotional buyers can 
make all kinds of  justifications when deciding 
which home to buy. The Truth in Lending Act 
has been around since 1968, but how often 
do you read the small print in your credit card 
statements? In a real estate closing, by the time 
you see the figures from the mortgage com-
pany, you’re so emotionally and financially in-
vested in the purchase, you flip that page as 
quickly as possible.

We all need to think before we speak, but 
we also need to think before we spend. They 
say it’s never too late and I sure hope they are 
right. 
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HIGHLANDS
MLS# 102626  |  $2,950,000
Riverwalk is a fantastic in town subdivision, fully equipped with all the necessary 
infrastructure and bordering the Cullasaja River. Within the subdivision, you’ll find 
more than 10 beautifully crafted homes and communal spaces such as a canoe 
launch, a fire pit, and two soothing recirculating water features. Just one mile from 
Main Street in Highlands, Riverwalk offers a wonderful development opportunity.

THE MICHAUD RAUERS GROUP  |  828.526.4101

HIGHLANDS
MLS# 102713  |  $2,495,000  |  4BR / 4.5BA
This stunning residence sits on the banks of beautiful Lake Osseroga and boasts 
landscaping that includes a captivating water feature and a private dock. The 
dwelling underwent a remodel in 2011, and now offers two magnificent master 
suites. The crowning jewel of the home is the meticulously designed landscaping, 
elevating this property to extraordinary heights. Don’t miss this one!

THE MICHAUD RAUERS GROUP  |  828.526.4101

WWW.MEADOWSMOUNTAINREALTY.COM   |  828.526.1717  |  488 MAIN ST, HIGHLANDS  |  2334 CASHIERS RD, HIGHLANDS  |  196 BURNS ST, CASHIERS

©2023 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are 
registered service marks of Columbia Insurance Company, a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate. Equal Housing Opportunity.

Welcome to a
LIFESTYLE
like no other.

WHEREVER LIFE TAKES YOU,
TRUST US TO HELP YOU GET THERE.
Whether you want to be in the middle of it all or get away from it all –
if you’re ready for what’s next, a BHHS Meadows Mountain Realty Forever 
Agentsm is ready to help. Explore our collection of properties at 
MeadowsMountainRealty.com



•HigHlanDs Dining•

highlandermountainhouse.com

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
& Highlander Mountain House 

highlandermountainhouse.com
290 Main Street • Highlands • 828-526-2590

WED.-FRI. 
Lunch and Dinner

SATURDAY
Brunch and Dinner

SUN.
Brunch and Supper

BRUNCH:10a to 3p
LUNCH: 11a to 3p

DINNER: 5-9p
BRUNCH:

Sat & Sun 10a - 3p

Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p • Sun. 11a to 7p 
Closed Tuesdays

828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

Asia HouseAsia House
Japanese • Asian• Thai Cuisine

828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900

151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

Take-out & 
Dine-in 

Open noon-9p
Closed Wednesdays

� , lwoLFGANG'S l w RESTAURANT & WINE BISTRO 

Celebrating 29 years 

American Cuisine with a 
German Twist and Creole Flair 

474 Main Street I 828.526.3807 
wolfgangs.net 

TUES – SAT
DINNER STARTS

@ 5:30 PM

DINE IN AND CARRY OUT : LAKESSIDERESTAURANT.INFO

Open for our 29th season
Wed.-Sun. 

Bistro opens at 4 p.m. 
Dinner begins at 5:30

828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com
US 64w • Highlands

41 Years of Fine Dining

Open
Fri. & Sat.

5:30-9p

Homemade Ice CreamHomemade Ice Cream  
featuring all time Favorite Flavors 

P L U S :P L U S :

 Tequila • Fruity Pebbles • Corn • Bubble Gum 
Dragon Fruit & more! 

Cups

Cones

Milkshakes

Sundaes

Smoothies

173 Main Street 
in Wright Square

828-567-7443
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Highlands Oldest Family Grocery 
70 years of making hungry people smile! 

Wonderful Steaks cut-to- order 
Prepared ready to heat sides and dimers 

Fresh produce, specialty foods and wine, homemade deli 
salads, sandwiches and salads homemade pies, cakes, 

cookies and so much more! 
OPEN

Wed.-Fri.- 9a-5:30p 
Sat.: 9a-5p

493 Dillard Road  828-526-2762Closed through Dec. 5

(Reservations only)



Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round
Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar

Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Open 
7 days/6 nights
Closed Wed. night

Lunch: 11a-3:30p 
Dinner: 

5:30p - until

 •Dining•

The Secret Garden is in The Village Square 
behind K-H Founders Park. 

Hot & cold sandwiches, a variety of salads, bakery items, and 
SECRET daily specials. Freshly made & ready for pick up. 
208 N. 5th St. • Village Square • (828) 305-7509

Modern Fast Food & 
Courtyard Market

Mon.-Fri. • 11:30a to 5p 
Sat.• noon to 5p
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•letters•

The Holidays are approaching!
Now is the time to order your holiday charcuterie boards 

and make plans for Holiday Parties.
Call The Secret Garden in The Village Square behind K-H 

Founders Park. 

208 N. 5th St. 
Village Square 

(828) 305-7509

The Secret Garden

Make the call to AA 
828-349-4357(HELP)

Let’s stop catering to the 
out-of-town party throwers
Dear Editor,

Why are we turning our town over to the event people 
from Greenville, SC to have their festival? Do we really want 
to close a portion of  Main Street for this? What are the 
benefits to our town during the Highlands Food and Wine 
weekend? 

I read about the Claudia Osteen Scholarship to the Cu-
linary Institute of  America and would like to hear how this 
benefits the plateau. I also read that this “nonprofit” orga-
nization has given to the K-H Founders Park, which just 
might possibly pay for the wear and tear on the park. Maybe 
it helps pay for the water (bathroom use) electricity used and 
the clean-up after. 

What about the businesses on Main Street where it’s 
closed for the festival? Is this a benefit to those shops and 
restaurants?

Most people I have talked to feel like this is a weekend 
for Highlands’ people to endure … no parking anywhere, 
loud music and drums, people smoking and throwing down 
their cigarette butts.

We have many nonprofits in Highlands which could 
benefit from this very profitable weekend, but we are not 
aware of  these “out-of-towners” really caring about our 
nonprofits. 

We need more transparency about who really benefit-
ted from this weekend and how so. 

Maybe we should stop catering to the out-of-town par-
ty throwers and be more interested in the people who reside 
in Highlands and pay taxes. As for creating tax revenue for 
the town … is it worth it?

Jane Tracy
Highlands

Visit Diva's 
during its
WINTER 
WONDERLAND 
SALE Dec. 2 
5-8 p.m. 
ONLY! 

- = 
s� ,...._,--

11@lrl 

BIV�S ON MAIN 
BOUTIQUE • JEWELRY • ACCESSORIES 24 E. MAIN ST.• FRANKLIN, NC 

828.369. 7300 

Wreaths across America Day is on Saturday, Dec. 16 
beginning at noon from the Rec Park from where volun-
teers will be shuttled to and from before and after placing 
wreaths. 

Wreaths can be sponsored for $17 and order forms 
can be printed from the Facebook page at https://bit.ly/
donatehighlandswaa2023. Forms are also available at High-
lands United Methodist Church, Highlands Rec Park or 
Highlands Decorating Center. You can also sponsor on-
line at https://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/.../167634/
Overview/...

This is Highlands’ 7th year honoring veterans on na-
tional Wreaths across America Day. The 2023 theme is 
“Serve and Succeed.” The goal is to have 575 wreaths to 
be placed at cemeteries in Highlands, Scaly Methodist, Scaly 
Mountain, Baptist, Horse Cove, Macedonia (Satolah), Clear 
Creek, Buck Creek, Mt. Moriah (Goldmine) and Miller. 
Wreaths will also be available for some family cemeteries in 
the area.

‘Wreaths Across America Day’ 
is Sat. Dec. 16

Read Highlands Newspaper for free from 
everywhere ... 

on the street or on the web.
Go to www.highlandsinfo.com. 

Click on Local News. 
Delivered and uploaded every Thurs. AM
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Oh What Fun!

All events, other than Ice Skating, are organized and hosted by the 
Highlands Chamber of Commerce/Visit Highlands, NC.

Ice Skating in the Park 
Now Open

Thru March 3, 2024
Thursdays 3:30 – 8 p.m., Fridays 3:30 – 10 p.m., 

Saturdays 1 – 10 p.m. and Sundays 1 – 5 p.m. 
Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park

$5, with or without skates.

Santa in the Park
  

December 2, 9 & 16
Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park

Light Up the Park & Main
Saturday, November 25

6 — 8 p.m. 
Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park

Highlands Christmas Parade
Saturday, December 2

10 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Main Street

Lighting o the Meno
 
rah

Thursday, December 7
5:30 p.m.

Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park

Celebrate the joy and beauty 
of the season in Highlands.

Bronze sculpture • Paintings 
Vintage & Antique Collectables & 

Furniture • Costume Jewelry
 and much more

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

(828) 
526-4818

On the 
corner 

of 3rd & 
Spring

eration. Grease will run May 31 – June 22, 
2024.

Next up is Catch Me If  You Can, 
running July 19 - August 10, 2024. 

Based on the hit film and the incred-
ible true story, Catch Me If  You Can is 
a high-flying musical comedy which was 
nominated for four Tony awards, including 
Best Musical. 

It was created by a Tony Award-win-
ning “dream team,” with a book by Ter-
rence McNally (The Full Monty, Ragtime) 
and a swinging score by Marc Shaiman and 
Scott Wittman (Hairspray). 

The plot follows Frank Abagnale, Jr., a 
precocious teenager seeking fame and for-
tune, who runs away from home to begin 
an unforgettable adventure. With nothing 
more than his boyish charm, a big imagi-
nation, and millions of  dollars in forged 
checks, Frank successfully poses as a pilot, 
a doctor and a lawyer over several years – 
living the high life and winning the girl of  
his dreams. When Frank’s lies catch the at-
tention of  FBI agent, Carl Hanratty, how-
ever, Frank is pursued across the globe in 
an unbelievable true story. Catch Me If  You 
Can is a big and bright spectacle with high-
energy dance numbers and a riveting story. 

In the fall, Mountain Theatre Com-
pany will bring a new musical to their stage. 
The Burnt Part Boys will run from Octo-
ber 11 – 26, 2024. 

In this touching story follows a touch-
ing journey as siblings from a mining town 
learn the power of  self-reliance. The story 
is centered in the Appalachian Mountains. 
Locally known as “The Burnt Part,” the 
Pickaway Coal Company’s South Mountain 
closed down after an accident in 1952 that 

resulted in the death of  four miners. Ten 
years later, Jake Twitchell is an employee 
of  that same company, doing the same job 
that took his own father’s life. Much to the 
dismay of  his movie-buff  younger brother, 
Pete, the Pickaway Coal Company is go-
ing to begin re-mining The Burnt Part and 
send down the next generation of  young 
men. 

Inspired by his silver screen heroes, 
Pete sets out for The Burnt Part with his 
best friend, a pack full of  dynamite, and 
plans to blow up the mine in hopes of  
protecting his older brother. This new mu-
sical is a dangerous and heartwarming ad-
venture following the journey to discover 
the importance of  the choices we make to 
protect our family.

December will bring the return of  a 
Highlands tradition, Home for the Holi-
days, running December 6 – 21, 2024. Cel-
ebrate the most wonderful time of  the year 
with Mountain Theatre Company at their 
annual holiday spectacular! Fun for all ages, 
this festive musical revue always promises 
dazzling costumes, high energy choreogra-
phy, and is sure to fill audiences with plenty 
of  good, old-fashioned holiday cheer!

The 2024 Season will be Mountain 
Theatre Company’s second season as the 
resident professional theatre company at 
the Highlands Performing Arts Center. 

“The record-breaking audience atten-
dance in our 2023 season has allowed us 
to prepare for our most ambitious lineup 
of  shows to date in the coming year,” said 
Executive Artistic Director Scott Daniel, 
who will be entering his fourth season 
with Mountain Theatre Company. “We 
are thrilled to continue to expand our au-
dience as more and more people discover 
the Broadway caliber entertainment that 
Mountain Theatre Company delivers show 
after show. I feel certain 2024 will be anoth-
er year of  historic milestones as we launch 
our largest season yet. Highlands often 
feels like an oasis and escape from the out-
side world. This season speaks directly to 
that theme as we follow characters who are 
escaping from their past or towards their 
futures. Escape with us next season into a 
refuge of  pure entertainment!” 

Ticket sales open for Mountain The-
atre Company’s Mainstage Season in Janu-
ary. For a complete lineup of  productions, 
show descriptions, and to purchase tickets, 
visit www.mountaintheatre.com. 

...MTC continued from page 1
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UNR I VA L ED

89 Rolling Woods Drive
Highlands, NC 28741 | $575,000 | MLS #101578 

Al Stoneham | 828-332-9767

134 Heatherwood Lane
Highlands, NC 28741 | $750,000 | MLS #102090 

Julie Osborn & Pat Allen | 828-200-6165

CASHIERS OFFICE  |  800.210.0321

#1 in the Carolinas#1 in the Carolinas

WILDCAT CLIFFS OFFICE  |  828.526.4525
SAPPHIRE OFFICE  |  828.507.3165

HIGHLANDS-DOWNTOWN OFFICE  |  828.526.8784
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Nominated for ‘America’s Best’
Top 5% of Brokers in 2022* HCMLS

20 years experience
Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742 

AndreaGabbard@
gmail.com

FOi' 38 years, Shiraz has offered wholesale prices to the public on their entire inventOl'y of genuinely hand woven oriental rugs.1housands of antique and contemporary pieces from around the world. HAND CLEANING• RESTORATION• APPRAISALS 

End-of-Season 30% off 
cleaning 

& repairs!SALE!40% to
 65% 

Off 

85% Red 

Tag SALE

I’m baaaaaack again!
With the same menu, low prices, FREE coffee and an older more mellow attitude!

Come by for a visit and enjoy those Appalachian Fries and a fresh Gyro! 

Salads • Pitas • Burgers • Philly Cheese Steak • Shrimp Pita • Susan’s Rueben • Italian Sausage • Chicken Wings 
Appalachian Fries • Onion Rings • Fried Shrimp • Fish n’ Chips • Chicken Fingers and more!

Dine in or Call in your order for Pickup! • 828-482-1513 • 462 Dillard Road (across from Dusty’s)
Highlands

Lunch
Tues. - Sat.

11a to 3p
828-482-1513

•Biz/org news• 
Trumley announces retirement plans

Mary Adair Trumbly
- photo by Marty Boone

Mary Adair Trumbly, the 
Executive Director of  the Per-
forming Arts Center (PAC) for 
the past 13 years, has announced 
plans to retire at the end of  2024. 
The PAC board of  directors has 
begun the process of  finding a 
highly qualified successor.

Over her 13 years of  distin-
guished PAC leadership, Mary 
Adair has brought to the plateau 
leading artists who have enter-
tained audiences across the coun-
try and beyond. During the first 12 years as 
Executive Director, Mary Adair utilized the 
excellent acoustics of  the Martin Lipscomb 
Theater to deliver PAC performances. After 
seven years of  diligent planning, fundraising 
and construction, the state-of-the-art new 
theater held its opening performance on 
September 22, 2022. In its first full year of  
operation, the new PAC theater showcased a 
concert series of  top caliber talent and mul-
tiple sold-out performances.

Jane Webb, a long-time board mem-
ber and major benefactor of  the PAC, has 
known Mary Adair since her early days as 
executive director. Jane has had a front row 
seat in watching Mary Adair “create a vi-
brant home for the performing arts in High-
lands through unbelievably hard work.” Jane 
adds that “it’s up to the community to move 
forward with her creation.”

Another long-standing PAC board 
member, Rick Trevathan, thinks back on 

Mary Adair’s tenure and firmly 
believes “the PAC would not 
have flourished the way it has 
without her leadership. She has 
been the cornerstone of  its suc-
cess.”

A life-long passion for the 
performing arts started in col-
lege for Mary Adair when she 
studied ballet at the University 
of  Oklahoma. Her arts journey 
eventually led to Highlands 23 
years ago, where she found a 

community with enough arts to “feed her 
soul.” After founding and managing Sum-
mit One Art Gallery for nearly ten years, 
Mary Adair was approached by PAC board 
chairman Stewart Manning in July 2010 to 
become the new Executive Director of  the 
Martin Lipscomb Performing Arts Center.

When asked what she plans to do in 
retirement, Mary Adair quickly mentions 
spending more time with her seven grand-
children. She also will help guide the per-
forming arts talent of  her granddaughter 
Clara who, at age 13, has already appeared 
in several TV series and starred in the full-
length movie, “The Naughty Nine” now 
airing on The Disney+ Channel.

One of  Mary Adair’s core beliefs is 
that “a community is only as good as you 
make it.” For 23 years Mary Adair has 
worked passionately to make the High-
lands-Cashiers community an extraordinary 
place to enjoy the performing arts.

There are 12 locations to drop off  
coats, gloves and warm winter wear: 1st 
Presbyterian Church, the United Meth-
odist Church , 1st Baptist Church, Our 
Lady of  the Mountains Catholic Church, 
the Episcopal Church of  the Incarnation, 
First Bank, the Highlands Civic Center, 
the Performing Arts Center, Don Leon’s 

‘Community Coat Drive’ is underway
restaurant, Community Bible Church, and 
Dauntless Printers.

Winter wear can be dropped off  
Monday-Friday, 8a to 2p and Saturdays 9a 
to 1p. 

Please donate work coats and coats 
that are new or gently worn. 
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Last Saturday, the town officially lit up for the holidays!

Photos by Kim Lewicki

Annual ‘Town Lighting’ in K-H Founders Park was full of lights, music, family fun and lots of Santa wishes!
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338 Main St.
526-4777

(Across from Town Hall)
(828) 526-8390 

207 N 4th St., Highlands

Come dress yourself 
and your home for 

the holidays
The Molly Grace! 

8106 Dillard Road • Scaly Mtn, NC • 828-526-8800
pens.dstm@gmail.com

Featuring more than 90 local artists offering 
hand-crafted items for sale with a percentage of every 
item sold goes to provide non-perishable food boxes to 
distribution sites in Highlands and Scaly Mountain, NC  

as well as in Rabun County, GA. 

Holiday Shopping Officially Begins!Holiday Shopping Officially Begins!

Pen Turning Class
Learn how to make your own 

wooden pen! 
Choose from 5 different pen 

styles. Cost: $40-50 per person 
and includes laser engraving. 
Bird House/Bird Feeder 

& Bat House Classes
Learn how to make a Bird House, 

Bird Feeder or Bat House! 
Choose from 5 different Bird 
House styles, 2 different Bird 
Feeder styles or a Bat House. 

Cost: $20-$45 per person 
Call 828-526-8800 or email 

scalymtncrafters@gmail.com to 
schedule a class! 

Each class lasts approximately 90 
minutes and provides 25 meals 

locally for each item made.

Family Classes at
Scaly Mountain Crafters 

End of End of 
SeasonSeason  
Thanksgiving 

SALE!SALE!
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322 Main Street, Highlands • 828-482-0818

Highlands Mercantile is OPEN!Highlands Mercantile is OPEN!

Fine goods for your family and home.
Books • Chocolates • Coffee • Guy Gifts • Home • Skincare

(828)421-3546
361 Main St 
Highlands

(Next to Annawear)

(828) 526-5226 
450 Main St. 
Highlands

• Cookware 
• Bakeware 

• Cutlery 
• Gadgets 
• Tabletop 
• Stemware 

• Small Appliances

Gourmet Kitchenware

• Free People • THML 
 • Z Supply 

• Michael Stars 
  • Vintage Havana
  Jeans by:
  Joes • AG 
   • Citizens   
 • Hudson  
  • Mother
  Shoes by:
  • ShuSh 
  • Diba   
	 	•	Blowfish	
  • Matisse

355 Main Street
(in The Galax Theatre

526-4660

  

Come dress for Come dress for 
the holidaysthe holidays

A Highlands tradition since 1940
Our 83rd season on Main Street

Mon.-Sat.10a-5p • Sunday 12-5p
828-526-3160

Open 10am Daily
828-482-1920
221 N. 4th St.

(Across from Town Hall)

Stylish hats at affordable 
prices!

Visit The Highlands Hatter
To get your 

Hattitude adjusted!

It’s time to 
buy for
others!

Holiday 
SALE is on 

NOW!

Holiday Shopping Officially Begins!Holiday Shopping Officially Begins!

Don’t miss our 
upstairs SALE room!

Save up to 
50% on 

Fall clothing.
Get your holiday 
shopping done 

and save 
$$$
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Highlands School Winter Sports Teams

JV Boys Basketball
Aiden Crook Jenkins, Pierre Damian, Chase Kenter, Kris Magliocca,  
Jim Rex, Gavin Small, Jack Sumner, Wyatt Wilson. Head Coach Brett Lamb..

Varsity Boys Basketball
Carson Forrester, Harrison Gates, Landon Green, Cooper Hall, JD Head, 
Bryan Jarquin, Paolo McRae, Kasen Mitchell, Isaiah Vilardo. Head Coach 
Kaitlin Bishop. 

Varsity Girls Basketball
Jordon Borino, Hunter Conner, Sadie Green, Lillian Rutter, Hendy Ruiz-
Rios, Mallory Shriver, Charlotte Westendorf, AE Woods, Mackenzie Woods, 
Aislynn Wyatt-Luck. Head Coach Brett Lamb; Asst. Coaches: Emily Bow-
ers, Adrienne Watts.

Varsity Cheer Team
Olivia Cole, Shirley Diaz, Katie Earp, Trinity Faust, Brooke Fogarty, Juleta 
Juarez Rios, Soraya Lopez, Rea Miller, Delainey Owens, Anna Maria Silver-
thorn, Evangelia Silverthorn, Madi Smith, Bria Taylor, Darby Templeton, 
Hannah Valerio. Head Coach Madison Klimas.
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Highlands School Winter Sports Teams

Middle School Cheer Team
Hayden Andrews, Arabel Aulisio, Cristina Craig, Mia Craig, Libby Hall,  
Bella (Isabella) Lopez, Cassie McDowell, Penelope McRae, Kate Somov, 
Emmie Wedge, Miley Zagal Damian. Head Coach Hayley Lassister.

Middle School Girls Basketball
Rebekah Birchfield, Keely Bosdell, Aubree Brooks, Corena Dearth, Ale-
jandra Figueroa, Ava Geiger, Annabelle Hays, Cassie McDowell, Penelo-
pe McRae, Peyton Norman, Ava Penland, Miley Zagal. Head Coach Tim 
Dearth, Asst. Coach Bryan Dearth.

Middle School Boys Basketball
Jayven Alvarado, Jensen Bowers, Rowen Carnes, Jonathan Carpenter, 
Sam Conner, Ian Kittrell, Walker Kittrell, Charlie Sherwood, Todd Vilardo, 
Camden Westendorf, Charlie Wilkes, Tucker Wilson. Head Coach Todd 
Sherwood, Asst. Coach Joey Wilson.

Varsity Swimming and Diving Team
Trinity Faust, Freshman; Finneaus Garner, Junior; Conner Hughes, Sopho-
more; Chase Kenter, Freshman; Aniah McKim, Sophomore; Paolo McRae, 
Sophomore; Jesus Mendoza, Sophomore; Jim Rex, Sophomore; Jack Sum-
ner, Freshman; Tate Wilson, Sophomore. Coach Steve Hott.Photos by Brian O’Shea and Sunset Staff
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•HigHlanDs eVents•
NEW POOL SCHEDULE

• Lap Swim: Mon.-Fri., 6.-9:45a, and 
Sat.,10a-11p - 6 lanes. Water Aerobics: 18 yrs 
plus, Mon.-Fri. 10 -11am with Karen Cham-
bers. Adult Swim: 18 years old+, Mon.-Thurs 
11a-1:30p; Public Swim Mon. thru Thurs. 3:30-
7p; Sat. 11a-6p and Sun. 1-6p. For info, call 828-
526-1595.

ICE RINK SCHEDULE THRU  
March 3

• Thursdays 3:30-8p; Fridays 3:30-10p and 
Saturday’s 1-10p; Sundays 1-5p. Also, Sun., Dec. 
24, 1-5p; Tues. Dec. 26, Wed., Dec. 27, Mon. Jan. 
1, Wed., Jan 3 -- 1-8p..

Thurs., Nov 30
• At The Bascom, ceramic artist talk with 

Christine Kosiba from 4-5 p.m. Free.
Through Dec. 31
The Artistic Work of John Robert Mack 

at the Macon County Library in Franklin on 
Siler Road..

Dec. 2, 9, 16
• Santa in the Park at K-H Founders 

Park.
Sat., Dec. 2
• Highlands Christmas Parade 10a to 

noon. on Main Street.
• Readings from novels by John Robert 

mak. Snacks, music and dancing by the Friends 
of Contra Dance at the MC Library on Siler 
Road.

Fri.- Sun., Dec. 1-3
• Half-Mile Farm is thrilled to welcome 

Rebecca Lang, author of Y’all Come Over and 
Judge on the Food Network’s Chopped Ju-
nior for a weekend of Southern Foodie fun. 
Hosted events are for Half-Mile Farm guests 
only.To attend this complimentary event at 
Half-Mile Farm Dec. 1-3 book your stay today.

Mon., Dec. 4
• Red Cross Blood Drive 10:a-2p at 

HUMC. To make an appointment call Kristy 
at 526-3376, ext. 107, call 800-733-2767, or 
visit RedCrossBlood.org

Tues., Dec. 5
• Community Dinner at the Commu-

nity Building for a good time of food and fel-
lowship at 6pm. 

Thurs., Dec. 7
• Lighting of the Menorah in K-H 

Founders Park at 5:30 p.
• Rotary Bingo at the Community 

Building	 at	 6:30-8:30	 p.m.	 to	 benefit	 Shop-
with-a-Cop.

Dec. 8-24
• “Home of the Holidays” at Mountain 

Theatre Company now in residence at the 
Performing Arts Center on Chestnut Street. 
Tickets go to www.mountaintheatre.com

Sat. Dec. 16
• Wreaths across America Day is Satur-

day The ceremony will be at 12 noon at High-
lands Rec. Park, 600 North 4th Street. Volun-
teers are needed to place wreaths. Volunteers 
will be shuttled to and from Highlands Cem-
etery afterwards.

...PARTISAN continued from page 1

• See PARTISAN page 22

statewide change following Republicans tak-
ing control of  the General Assembly.

Members of  the MC Board of  Edu-
cation have been elected on a non-partisan 
basis since as far back as 1958 without any 
issues. The proposed change was suggested 
earlier this month by MC Commissioner 
John Shearl, and according to members of  
the Board of  Education, they weren’t aware 
any changes were being considered until the 
county’s agenda was published.

According to Shearl, during the last 
election, Republicans were unable to follow 
the instructions listed on the ballot when 
voting for candidates for school board.

“We had two Republicans seek the 
school board seat. When the Republican 
Party sent out sample ballots — as you’re 
walking through the door, ‘Would you like 
a Democratic ballot or would you like a Re-
publican ballot?’ ‘Oh, I would like a Repub-
lican ballot.’ They marked every person on 
that ballot, including the school board. So, 
when the people went in they took a Repub-
lican ballot, voting for every Republican that 
Macon GOP had placed on that sample bal-
lot,” Shearl explained. “When those people 
put the ballot in the machine, it kicked it out. 
It was an unapproved ballot. The people 
had a choice, get a new ballot and start all 

over or have your vote not count for the 
school board race.”

Shearl then claimed that the majority 
of  people who had their ballots flagged for 
voting incorrectly didn’t fill out a new bal-
lot, resulting in an unfair election outcome.

However, according to Melanie 
Thibault, Director of  the Board of  Elec-
tions, though there was some confusion 
for voters who didn’t read the directions 
on the ballot, which resulted in the tabu-
lator giving the voter a warning, after poll 
workers explained the issue, most chose to 
get a new ballot.

Macon County’s current Board of  
Education is comprised of  five members 
and includes two Republicans, two unaffili-
ated voters, and one Democrat. While the 
official ballots given out on Election Day 
do not identify specific parties for each 
candidate, the candidate’s party affiliation 
is public record. The Democrat currently 
on the board, Stephanie Laseter, was elect-
ed during the 2022 election which Shearl 
claims is his reason for seeking the change 
in making the board partisan. 

Laseter appeared on the ballot for the 
District 2 seat on the board and faced off  
against three Republican challengers, how-
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highlandschamber.org 828-526-5841

Don’t miss the 

Highlands Christmas Parade!
Saturday, December 2 

Main Street – 5th St. to 2nd St. 
10 a.m. –  12 p.m.

Special appearance by the 
Pride of the Mountains marching band from 

Western Carolina University and 
– of course –

Santa & Mrs. Claus!

 This event is organized and hosted by the
 Highlands Chamber of Commerce/Visit Highlands, NC.

visithighlandsnc.com
828-526-2112

ments, the other two counties in the agree-
ment, Swain and Jackson County, would 
also have to approve the changes before 
they would be made final.

Through the amendments, Macon 
County Commissioners are proposing a 
shift in authority, recommending changes 
such as having commissioners assume the 
responsibility of  appointing members to 
the regional board, a power currently vested 
in local library boards.

As recently as the Spring of  this year, 
the Macon County Board of  Commission-
ers has held discussions on withdrawing 
from the Fontana Regional Library System 
entirely, with multiple commissioners pub-
licly expressing their support of  such ac-
tion.

According to the agreement’s require-
ments, the regional contract has to be re-
newed every 10 years. The last time the con-
tract was renewed was in 2013. Because it 
was time to renew the contract, the County 
Managers of  Macon, Jackson, and Swain 
counties joined together this summer to 
sign a letter expressing their support of  the 
library and their desire as county managers 
to see one structural change to the agree-
ment — which would have the library’s re-
gional board of  trustees be directly chosen 
by each county’s board of  commissioners.

The managers agreed in the letter that 
the Fontana Regional Library System has 
“positively affected all counties within its 
membership through providing citizens 
with convenient access to informational and 
educational resources for over 75 years.”

Following the signed letter from Ma-
con, Jackson, and Swain counties, the Ma-
con County Board of  Commissioners held 
a vote to approve the recommended chang-
es and at the time, County Manager Derek 
Roland informed the board that the other 
counties would be taking up the change at 
their respective board meetings. However, 
when the item came up in Jackson County, 
commissioners tabled the issue and it has 
not since been discussed again.

Now, Macon County has gone further 
and instead of  only recommending one 
structural change, the county proposed a 
hoard of  changes that essentially removes 
the controlling authority of  the library from 
the board of  trustees and puts it in the 
hands of  county commissioners.

On Tuesday night, Commissioner 
Danny Antoine, who has been vocal in his 
support of  seeing changes made at the local 
library stated that while the review of  the 
interlock agreement was standard operating 
procedure, it did align with a controversy 
from the past summer involving the place-
ment of  books labeled as “sexually explicit” 
within the local library. 

Commissioner Antoine emphasized 

that he wholeheartedly supports the library, 
however, his concerns remain in ensur-
ing inappropriate books are appropriately 
placed in sections aligned with the readers’ 
age groups in order to protect children.

The proposed amendments approved 
by Macon County and now being forwarded 
for consideration by the Jackson County and 
Swain County Boards of  Commissioners 
address key aspects of  the library system’s 
operations and governance such as:

Purpose Statement Modification: 
The commissioners added verbiage to the 
library system’s purpose statement explicitly 
stating its commitment to operate in a “so-
cially and politically neutral manner.”

Trustee Requirements and Ap-
pointments: The amendments include 
updates to the requirements for Fontana 
Regional Library Board trustees. Notably, 
all trustees would now be required to be 
full-time residents of  the county they repre-
sent. Additionally, the process for appoint-
ing board members, the structural change 
originally recommended by county manag-
ers, was changed from local library advisory 
boards to the County Commissioners of  
each county.

Vacancy Filling: Changes to how va-
cancies are filled involve appointments by 
County Commissioners for the remaining 
term of  the member who created the va-
cancy, eliminating the involvement of  local 
library advisory boards.

County Control over Board Actions: 
The proposed amendment grants County 
Commissioners the authority to remove a 
Library Trustee from their County if  a ma-
jority determines a failure to abide by the 
library’s by-laws and policies.

Public Comment Period: Macon 
County proposes adding a mandatory pub-
lic comment period to library board meet-
ings, allowing for questions and comments 
from the public, and would mandate that 
the public comment period before each li-
brary board meeting with no less than three 
minutes allowed per speaker. The comment 
period will be limited to 45 minutes.

Dispute Resolution: A significant 
change involves handling disagreements in 
the operating agreement. As it stands, Dis-
agreements related to this operating Agree-
ment is resolved first by committee from 
each county and then by their legal counsel 
however, Macon County is proposing re-
moving the library board of  trustees from 
discussions regarding the library’s operating 
agreement and instead have disagreements 
resolved by representatives of  two com-
missioners from each county and their legal 
counsels, and only involve the library board 
of  trustees as a last resort if  the commis-
sioners are unable to resolve it.

...FONTANA continued from page 1

• See FONTANA page 22



• See SPIRITUALLY page 19

•spiritually speaking•

Pastor Sam Forrester
Whiteside Presbyterian Church, 
Cashiers
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Proverbs 3:5 • places to worsHip • John 3:16
BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor (828) 421-1315

Sundays: School:10 a.m. , Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298

Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30
Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30 

CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley. GA • 706-746-2999 

Sundays: 10 a.m. Worship; Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 
Rev’d Dr. Michael Matlock, Rector 
464 Hwy 64E. Cashiers. NC 28717

CAC@christanglicancashers.org & 828-743-1701
Sundays: 9:30 am Adult Christian Formation;

10:30 am Holy Eucharist Worship
Wednesdays: 6 pm Bible Study, Prayer, Potluck

Thursdays: 10 am Healing Eucharist
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY. CASHIERS

Pastor Brent Metcalf • 743-5470
www.cashiers.church

Sun.10:45am. S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
Tues. Guys study 8am. Gals 10am.

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH
283 Spring Street - Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m.

Testimony meeting: 3rd Wednesday at 5:30 p.m.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685

3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC • Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sundays: Service 10:45am, Children’s 10:30am

Wednesdays: Youth 5:30-7pm; Women’s Bible Study: Mondays 
4:30pm, Tuesdays 10am; Men’s Bible Study: Wednesdays & 

Thursdays 7am @ Zookeeper Bistro
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY

706. 746.3144 • 696 Sky Valley Way #447 
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas

Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd Sunday 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. W. Bentley Manning, Rector • 526-2968
5th and Main streets • www.incarnationwnc.org

Sunday: Rite I, spoken, 8 am in Chapel, Rite II with Choir 10:30 
am in Sanctuary, Wed: Healing Eucharist 12 pm in Chapel, Morn-

ing Prayer: Mon-Thurs 8:30 am in Chapel
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS

828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor • 220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Women’s 10:30 am
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Emily Wilmarth, pastor 
828-526-3175 • fpchighlands.org

Sun.: Adult Ed.: 10 a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.
Tues: Men’s Group 10 a.m. Wed: Bell Choir 4 p.m.. Choir:6p

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 

Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS

Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers

www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville. NC • 743-2729 • Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a. Worship 11a & 7p. Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson • 11339 Buck Creek Road
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily 

sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a. Wednesday Worship is 6:30p

HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
 Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376

In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
 909a Bluegrass and 11a Traditional

 www.highlandsmethodist.org
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA

2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
Rev. Ken Langsdorf

Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.
Visit our website: Holy Family Lutheran Highlands NC

MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah

Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11. Choir:6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE

Franklin • 828-634-1312 • mountainsynagoguewnc.com.
Services: 1st /Fri. and 3rd Sat. 

and Rosh Hashanah & Yom Kippur. 
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 

743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church.  

4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 
Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 

OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone – 526-2418
Tues. - 9:30am; Thurs. - 9:30am; Sat. 4pm; Sun. - 11am 
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 

Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD

290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 
ST. JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

Mass: Tues. noon (Latin). Thurs. 9a.; Fri.. noon; 
Sat. 5:30p; Sun. 9a 

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448	Highway	107	S..	Office:	•	743-2359	•	Rev. Rob Wood

Sunday Services: 8a. 9:30 & 11a
Visit our website www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com for 

schedules of activities. 
Our Bazaar Barn supports outreach in the community. 

Open Thurs., Fri. Sat. 10a -2p.
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 

85 Sierra Drive. Franklin • uufranklin.org  
Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 

WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers

Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am

Facing 
rebellion

Our nation is under attack. We face a rebellion. A re-
bellion against God. A rebellion against democra-
cy. A rebellion against the foundation of  our lives, 

the family. The very essence of  rebellion is doing things 
your own way. Having no respect for authority. We all, as 
men, are guilty of  this rebellion. We do not like to be told 
what to do. In America, we have made this into a kind of  
religious cult. We call it personal freedom, we claim it came 
from our forefathers but in truth it is a perversion of  what 
our founding fathers established. We claim to have the right 
to do whatever we want regardless of  the consequences. 
We believe we are free to do what we see as right in our 
own eyes.

What this strikes at is the idea of  an authoritative code 
of  conduct. Our founding fathers established such a code 
for this nation, we call it the Constitution and the Bill of  
Rights. These two documents were to guide how our lives 
were to be lived and to keep the government from running 
over us. The Constitution establishes the guidelines for our 
conduct with one another and restrictions on the governing 
entity. The cult of  personal freedom wants to destroy those 
guidelines. So, unscrupulous judges are finding all kinds of  
new freedoms in the Constitution which have never before 
been recognized. What they are doing is destroying the 
Constitution by an exaggerated interpretation of  its mes-
sage. They add by their imagination, chains that bind the 
hearts of  men.

The Bible is very clear on its message about freedom. 
It declares man was created in perfect freedom. But because 
of  his sin, which was rebellion, deciding to go out and do 
things his own way, instead of  following the authoritative 
guidelines set down by God, man lost his freedom. He was 
plunged into a state of  utter chaos which led to absolute 
bondage. Bondage to sin, Satan, and death.

Paul declares in Ephesians 2:1 that we were all lost in 
our trespasses and sins. We were hopelessly caught in this 
slavery to sin. We were without any authoritative guideline 
to help us find our way. What an absolutely hopeless situa-
tion, with no one we can turn to for help. When the Con-
stitution is totally destroyed in our nation, we as a national 
people will find ourselves in this same type of  situation. 
What will happen is that some man, who is very charismatic 
and strong, will rise up and offer to save us from the chaos. 
The payment we will have to give him for this help is to 
make him our absolute ruler. Then, instead of  rule by law, 
we will have rule by might. Right and wrong will become 
the sole dictate of  his whims.

Now, this would not be so bad, if  this one was perfect 
in his character and a law unto himself  without any unrigh-
teousness. If  he was holy and loved without condition and 
had no preference toward one over another. If  we could 
find such a one, then he could become our peace and we 
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•police & Fire reports•

Highlands Police en-
tries from Nov. 21. Only the 
names of persons arrested, 
issued a summons/citation, 
issued a Class-3 misde-
meanor or those of public 
officials have been used. 

Nov. 21
•	At	12:15	p.m.,	officers	re-

ceived a report of destruction 
and vandalism of property at a 
residence on Horse Cove Road 
where pillars in a driveway were 
rammed with force.

Nov. 22
• At 1:35 a.m., Yony Sidean 

Soto Yanes, 22, of Franklin was 
arrested for DUI, driving with-
out	a	 license	and	having	a	ficti-
tious tag. He was issued a writ-
ten promise. His trial date is 
Dec. 20.

•	At	 2:30	 p.m.,	 officers	 re-
sponded to a 2-vehicle accident 
on US 64 east.

The Highlands Fire & 
Rescue log from Nov. 21.

Nov. 21
• At 1:33 p.m., the dept. re-

sponded	to	a	fire	alarm	at	a	lo-
cation on Main Street.

• At 3:54 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded	to	a	fire	alarm	at	a	resi-
dence on Larkspur Lane.

Nov. 22
• At 4:04 p.m., the dept. was 

first-responders	to	a	residence	on	
Horse Cove Road.

• At 7:44 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded	to	a	fire	alarm	at	a	resi-
dence on Morewood Circle.

• At 8:24 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded	to	a	fire	alarm	at	a	resi-
dence on Worley Road.

Nov. 23
• At 10:31` a.m., the dept. re-

sponded	to	a	fire	alarm	at	a	resi-
dence on Garnet Rock Trail.

Nov. 24
• At 4:04 a.m., the dept. was 

first-responders	to	a	residence	in	
Highlands Mountain Club.

• At 1:42 p.m., the dept. was 
first-responders	to	a	 location	on	
Main Street.

Nov. 27
• At 4:27 p.m., the dept. re-

sponded	to	a	fire	alarm	at	a	loca-
tion on Country Club Drive.

At 10:28 p.m., the dept. pro-
vided public assistance at a resi-
dence on Horse Cove Road.

THE 
FIREWOOD COMPANY

Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn!
Here, There and Everywhere ... 

the Atlanta area, too!

828.200.3050 
bobhenritze@gmail.com • www.firewoodcompany.net142 HWY 107, Cashiers, NC 28717 • 828-482-5011 • Open Year Round

Brazilian Cowhides

...SPIRITUALLY 
from page 18
could find rest in him.

In Isaiah 9:6 says the com-
ing Messiah will be just such 
a one and He calls Him “The 
Prince of  Peace.” How can we 
make this Prince of  Peace our 
leader? John 3:16 says “For God 
so loved the world that He gave 
His only begotten Son, that who-
ever believes in Him should not 
perish but have everlasting life.” 
Through Jesus you can come 
into peace with God and with 
one another bringing rebellion to 
an end

The commission God gave 
in Matthew 28:18-20 to all who 
would believe is to carry this 
good news to all men. As men 
come to Christ and become salt 
and light rebellion loses its hold 
on society and peace spreads. 
If  you want to see our nation 
restored to peace with God and 
with one another you must come 
to Jesus Christ and follow Him. 
He is the one and only Savior 
that can save your soul and the 
only leader who can save our na-
tion.
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Highlands Automotive

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

NC
Inspection

Station

Service
&

Repair

► 828-526-9325 ◄
Generators aren't just a "thing" we do, 

generators are all we do! 

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 log cabins nestled in 
the hemlocks 

on 25 acres at the base 
of Whiteside 
Mountain.

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

Mendoza Tree Expert
& Crane Service

Quality Tree Care & Removal 
18+ years

828-200-9217 • fully insured

estimates@mendozatree.com
www.mendozatree.com

We accept al l  credit cards

Grading • Lot Clearing • Retaining Wall
Driveways • Septic Placement

Call Raul 
706-982-3803 
706-970-7638
828-347-0255

valenciagrading@gmail.com

GARY GARREN
Cell: (828) 482-2370

gsgarren@gmail.com

 Downtown Office
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC

Highlandssothebysrealty.com

33

Ryan M. Bears
Branch Leader

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784

ryan.bears@allentate.com

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

JUNK
WE HAUL IT AWAY

House / Garage / Yard
Call for free estimate

 828 - 421 - 5188

• Septic Installation
• Land Clearing/Clean Up
• Driveway Install/Repair
• Gravel/Dirt/Mulch/Delivery

• Pressure Washing
• Culvert/Drainage Installs
• Sod Installation

…We Love Small Jobs!
828-655-7733

www.blueridgelandservices.com

Life is better connected.
Join us this Sunday

(new series)
8:40am - Coffee/Nibbles

9am - Live Stream 
w/Andy Stanley

For directions call Bee at 404-307-1415.
8/31

Paul Corbin
Owner

A&O LANDSCAPING SERVICES, LLC

828-371-2240
pcorbin1631@aol.com

Founding Member
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Desimir 
Petrovic

Broker

Cell: 646-315-0048
Office: 828-526-8784

desimir.petrovic@allentate.com

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing

• House Maintenance
• Drywall Repair

• Deck Repair
Quality Work • Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com

828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

FOR SALE
3 RV CLASS A SITES  at	Wildflower	Creek	

RV Resort. A small, secluded, mature luxury resort. 
Call for more information. 828-421-1709. (st. 10/13)

RV/TINY HOME LOTS FOR SALE. $35k-
$45k/ea. Each lot comes with water, power, and 
sewer run to each lot. www.TinyMountainEstates.
com for more info. (st. 11/22)

FOR LEASE
2 BEDROOM 1 BATH 1550 SF with great 

Mountain View 2 1/2 mins from Main Street. $2200/
Mo. Annual. (st. 11/30)

BRAND NEW TRAILERS FOR RENT. 2 
bedrooms/2 baths $1700/month and 3 bedrooms/2 
baths $2250/month. Between Highlands & Cashiers. 
Includes hi-speed internet, water, & washer/dryer. 
No dogs. Inquires, Marcy - (706) 982-0444. (st. 5/4) 

COZY LAKEFRONT COTTAGE AVAIL-

2460 Cashiers Road • Highlands 828-526-2395
highlandslawnandgarden.com

Kiln dried 
FIREWOODFIREWOOD
Delivery or pickup

•classiFieDs•

Cosmos Flowers

Store: 828-526-0044
Cell: 828-200-6101

cosmosflowersnc@gmail.com
95 Highlands Plaza

Follow us
Instagram and facebook
@cosmosflowersnc

Full Service Florist

HOME REMODELING • NEW CONSTRUCTION 
INTERIOR 6 EXTERIOR• REPAIR • DRYWALL i=. -� 

SHOWER REMODEL • PAINT 6 STAIN 
REPAIR • DRYWALL • CARPENTRY 

828.332.2520 
828.371.2189 

MENDOZAPAINT17@GMAIL.COM 0 

ABLE Fully furnished, one bedroom, one bath. Easy 
access from Highlands Road in Franklin. Ideal cor-
porate or seasonal rental between Highlands and 
Franklin. Call Sarah Miller at 770-757-7500 or email 
sarahmilleratl@aol.com (st. 11/22)

HELP WANTED
LUPOLI CONSTRUCTION is hiring an of-

fice	manager/executive	assistant	and	a	bookkeeper.	
Full-time, compensation based on experience. Please 
contact Regina@Lupoliinc.com, 770.757.5004 for 
more information. (st. 11/2)

SERVICES 
PROPERTY WATCH - Will watch over your 

house and property. 30 years experience. Lifetime 
resident. Honest, reliable and reasonable. Call 828-
526-2289. Leave message. (st. 11/9) 

HOME MAID CLEANING SERVICE LLC: 
Quality work, insured & experienced. Servicing 
Highlands for over 10 years. For a free estimate call, 
(828) 371-1702. Check out our website at, www.
homemaidcleaningservicenc.com (11/16)

ANYTHING GOES CLEAN-UP SERVICE 
Complete property cleanup - house, garage, property, 
etc. Call Danny at 828-200-2855. (st. 9/28)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/KEVIN VIN-
SON: scanning photos, slides & negatives to CD 
or DVD for easier viewing. Video transfer to DVD. 
Everything done in house. Leave message at 828-
526-5208.
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...FONTANA continued from page 17

• Incredible Views
• Par 72 Championship Course  

stretching 6,900 yards of Peaks and Valleys
• Open Daily, • Year-Round • Public Golf 

2 hrs. northeast of Atlanta • 20 Minutes from Highlands, NC
For Tee Times, Membership Information or Event Rentals, 

please call 706-746-5302 
www.skyvalleycountryclub.com

 The Coolest Golf Course  
in Georgia 

Withdrawal Process: In addition to al-
tering who has controlling authority involv-
ing the operating agreement, the proposed 
amendments suggest significant changes to 
the process in which one of  the three coun-
ties can withdraw from the agreement.

As it stands, should that participating 
local governmental unit fully withdraw, as-
sets located in the local library facility will 
remain the assets of  the withdrawing li-
brary. Notwithstanding the aforementioned, 
in the event there are assets located in the 
local library facility that were purchased by 
Fontana Regional Library regional support 
services, those assets will remain the assets 
of  Fontana Regional Library.

Macon leaders want to see that changed 
to state “Should that participating local gov-
ernmental unit fully withdraw, assets located 
in the local library facility will remain the as-
sets of  the withdrawing library and the with-
drawing unit may keep all assets/materials 
within their respective library(ies). Those 
items that are not kept in the local librar-
ies of  the withdrawing unit, such as vehicles 
and finances held by Fontana Regional Li-
brary shall remain the property of  Fontana 
Regional Library.”

Superseding By-Laws: An amendment 
specifies that the operating agreement be-
tween the three counties supersedes the 
library’s by-laws, and any conflicts will be 
governed by the operating agreement.

Transparency Measures: Proposed 
changes emphasize transparency, includ-
ing posting the Director’s job description, 
proposed budgets, and audits on Fontana 
Regional Library’s website for public access.

Tuesday night’s meeting included close 
to an hour of  public comment, with the ma-
jority of  speakers expressing support or op-
position to the proposed changes. Those in 
opposition said that the agreement has been 
in place for decades and there haven’t been 
any issues, therefore it doesn’t need to be 

Join us for our worship series "Engaging Advent" at 
First Presbyterian Church of Highlands 

Saturday, December 2 
Sunday, December 3 
Sunday, December 10 
Sunday, December 17 
Thursday, December 21 
Sunday, December 24 

2:00pm 
11:00am 
11:00am 
11:00am 
12:00pm 

Christmas Carol Sing 
Sunday Celebration: We Wait 
Lessons & Carols: We Sing Congregational Luncheon 
Sunday Celebration: We Prepare 
Service of Light: We Remember 

11:00am 4:30pm 5:00pm 
Sunday Celebration: We Hope Harp Prelude by Ji llionna Plemmons Christmas Eve Service with Candlelight: We Rejoice 

All are welcome! Todos son bienvenidos! 
471 Main Street Highlands, North Carolina 828.526.3175 www.fpchighlands.org 

changed. Speakers also expressed concern 
regarding changes to material ownership in 
the event a county withdraws from the re-
gional system. 

Right now, while each county provides 
funding to the regional system for operating 
expenses, the libraries operate independent-
ly and have additional means of  generating 
revenues, many of  which are unique to in-
dividual libraries When someone donates 
books or money to the library currently, 
they are doing it under the guise that they 
are donating it to the Fontana Regional Li-
brary system and those funds are used to 
buy books that then in turn belong to the 
regional system. County funding is used for 
operating expenses such as electricity and 
the building, not to purchase materials for 
the library.

Those speaking in support of  the 
amendment suggested it was needed to pro-
vide better oversight of  library operations 
and although the Fontana Regional Library 
System is not a member of  the American 
Library Association, speakers suggested the 
changes were needed to “stop” the Ameri-
can Library Association from pushing their 
political agendas on the community.

Commissioner Josh Young said that he 
agreed with one of  the speakers who said 
if  the county was considering the proposed 
amendments in good faith — to improve 
the library — then they supported it. Ac-
cording to Young, his support of  the pro-
posed amendments was to improve services 
at the library and enhance county oversight 
as Macon County contributes over a million 
each year for operations.

Commissioners voted to approve 
the proposed amendments and directed 
County Manager Derek Roland to send the 
changes to Macon and Swain Counties for a 
vote from their respective boards. The pro-
posed changes will only be implemented if  
all three counties vote to adopt them.

...PARTISAN continued from page 16
ever, one of  the names on the ballot, Tom-
my Cabe, the incumbent in the race, passed 
away prior to the election. Laseter was elect-
ed by a margin of  just 187 votes. The two 
Republican candidates were separated by 
649 votes and despite being deceased, Cabe 
received 1,860 votes. The position also se-
cured 55 write-in votes.

Commissioners Danny Antoine and 
Josh Young requested the discussion be ta-
bled due to the fact that the majority of  the 
county’s board of  education members who 
would be affected by any change, couldn’t 
attend the November MC Commission 
meeting due to a mandatory conference 
they were attending. Ultimately, Shearl’s at-

tempt failed, however the board left the is-
sue open for future discussion.

Members of  the Macon County Board 
of  Education expressed their unanimous 
support for keeping school board elec-
tions non-partisan, and shared their frus-
tration that commissioners would attempt 
to change how board members are elected 
while completely excluding those who 
would be impacted entirely. 

Henning agreed to work on drafting 
the resolution and will send it to board 
members via a poll to ensure the resolu-
tion is complete and ready to present to 
commissioners in time for their December 
board meeting.
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401 N. Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741
828-526-3717 www.highlandsiscalling.com

info@highlandsiscalling.com
 https://www.facebook.com/CRVRHighlandsiscalling/
 https://Twitter.com/RealtynRentals

 Ace is the Place, 

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

11

Country Club Properties
 Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals. 
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery

33
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K-H Park

Martin-Lipscomb 
Performing Arts Center 

(PAC)

3

Highlander 
Mountain 

House 
& 

The Ruffed 
Grouse 
Tavern

highlandermountainhouse.com

DARLENE CONLEYDARLENE CONLEY
404.427.2448

MOUNTAIN MOUNTAIN LUXURYLUXURY
Dedicated to finding the 

home you’ve always wanted.

450 N. 4th St. Highlands, NC
828-526-5522

www.highlandsproperties.com

Wei chert. 
REALTORS 

Highlands Properties 

Team RickSteve
“The Power of 2”

Trusted advisors 
providing impeccable 
personalized service

PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP/ALLEN TATE REALTORSPAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP/ALLEN TATE REALTORS

(404) 219-1349 (404) 219-1349 •• HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC

����Thi*!�
5 Offices across the plateau! 

HIGHLANDS OFFICE 225 MAIN STREET 

PAM NELLIS CELL:828-787-1895
BROKER PAMELA.NELLIS@YAHOO.COM 

Top 5% of 
Brokers on MLS
in 2022 (HCBOR)

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

 Local Expertise, Global Connections. 
114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706

Sheryl Wilson

Licensed in NC and GA

HATHAWAY 
BERKSHIRE 

I REALTY 
MEADOWS MOUNTAIN 

HOMESEAVICES 

MITZI RAUERS 
Broker / Luxury Collection 
Specialist 
(404) 218-9123
mitzi@bhhsmmr.com

Andrea Gabbard
20 Years Experience

c: 828.200.6742 
AndreaGabbard@

gmail.com

4.22+/- Sloping acres on 
Whiteside Mountain Rd, 

Highlands
Mountain masterpiece. 

Unparalleled blend 
of sophistication and 

comfort. 
Up-close and long-range 

views. 4 BD suites. 
Gated entrance

MLS #: R103071. 
Offered for $5.3M



Pat Allen 
Broker in Charge 

#1 in the Carolinas #1 in the Country for Independent Firms #1 Small Team Company-wide 2022

Stronger together!
Sr;UT(t HCMLS (.:J R,afTrmd, 

pat@patallenrealtygroup.co
m 828.200.9179 
Main Office 
295 Dillard Road 
Highlands, NC 28741 
828.526.8784 
Julie Osborn 
Broker in Charge 
julie@patallenrealtygroup.co 
m 828.200.6165 
Wildcat Cliffs Office 
5121 Cashiers Road Highlands, NC 28741 828.526.4525 

patallenrealtygroup.com 

cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

242 S. 4th St. & Pop up 
on Main Street

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

Open Year-Round • 7 days a week
343-D Main Street • 526-4035

Open for 
Lunch & 
Dinner

11a-3:30p 
&

5:30-til?

8

9

www.wildthymegourmet.com

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

6

 5

828-526-2338

30  ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

41 Years of Fine Dining

Open for our 
29th season
Wed.-Sun.

Bistro opens at 4p
Dinner begins at 5:30p 

Taste the difference, Always fresh.

474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

Open Fri. & Sat.
5:30-9p

HIGHLANDS CASHIERS

Every home ... 
has a story. 

Let us tell yours.

HighlandsCashiersCIRE.com
210 North Fifth Street, 
Highlands, NC 28731

 Deborah “Bee” Gleeson 
404.307.1415 

BeeGlee4@Gmail.com 
and

Pat Gleeson
828.782.0472 

PatrickGleeson4@Gmail.


