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Mental Health begins with 
Kindness: ‘Bee Kind’

Ophelia 
Contreras 10th 

Grade 2nd Place

The inspiration 
behind this artwork 

is to be kind.  
Sometimes all you 

need is someone to 
help you bloom.  

It is okay to ask for 
help dealing with 

mental health.

May is National Mental Health Awareness Month. Highlands Middle School 
and High School students created 22 artworks that illustrate acts of kind-
ness and the importance of mental health awareness. The top three win-
ners are being printed in successive issues of the paper. 1st Place winner, 
7th grader Arabel Aulisio (May 11). 2nd Place went to 10th grader Ophelia 
Contreras and 3rd Place went to 12th grader Alisia Johnson.

Anne Lord Bailey, left and Caitlin Rawlins are finalists for the Samuel J. Hey-
man Service to America Medal in the Science, Technology, and Environment 

The Department of  Veter-
ans Affairs has created a nation-
wide network that is enabling its 
medical centers to use immersive 
technology like virtual and aug-
mented reality to transform the 
way it treats and cares for our na-
tion’s veterans.  

Due to their work using 

Bailey and Rawlins in the 
running for VA’s People’s 
Choice Award and more

virtual reality for pain manage-
ment, Highlands School graduate 
and salutatorian Class of  2004 
Caitlin Rawlins and her colleague 
Anne Lord Bailey are finalists for 
the Samuel J. Heyman Service to 
America Medal in the Science, 
Technology, and Environment 

The Macon County Board of  
Education is pleased to announce 
that Mr. Joshua W. Lynch has been 
selected to serve as the district’s 
next Superintendent, effective July 
1, 2023. 

Current Superintendent Dr. 
Chris Baldwin will officially retire 
on September 1, 2023. 

As a product of  the Macon 
County School System, Mr. Lynch 
has a compelling desire to give 
back to the community in which 
he lives and serves. 

During the beginning of  Mr. 
Lynch’s career, he served Macon 
County Schools as a 3rd Grade 
Elementary Education Teacher 
at Cowee Elementary School. In 

Lynch to 
follow in 
Baldwin’s 
footsteps
Dr. Chris Baldwin 

Superintendent of MC 
Schools to retire Sept. 1.

By Kim Lewicki 
& Brittney Lofthouse

The article in the May 11 edi-
tion entitled “Shearl disappoints 

but asks for patience” solicited 
comments and misinformation that 
was disseminated on Facebook.

Misinformation is not only 

dangerous, but it tends to spawn 
more misinformation which some-
how these days becomes fact.

The facts, not misinformation, about 
Highlands Renovation/Pre-K Project
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On Monday, I had the 
honor of  awarding 
town scholarships to 

the graduating seniors at the an-
nual Highlands School Honors 
Day program. This year $56,000 
in scholarships were awarded to 
the graduates. College students 
who are still in school at col-
leges, universities, and technical 
schools are also given scholar-
ships. I want to thank everyone 
in the community who support-
ed this important program for 
our young people.

Contributions to the Town of  High-
lands Scholarship program can easily be 
made by including an extra check in your 
utility bill payment. Simply make the check-
out to The Town of  Highlands Scholar-
ship Fund. Or deliver a check to Town Hall 
when you drop off  a utility bill. Donations 
are tax-deductible.

Thursday is the May meeting of  the 
Highlands Town Board of  Commissioners. 
Our new town attorney, Bob Hagemann, 
will be joining us by way of  Zoom. Go-
ing forward, an attorney from Bob’s firm, 

Poyner and Spruill, will be at all 
town planning board and zoning 
board meetings. 

The agenda for tonight’s 
meeting is rather robust. One 
item will be a budget amendment 
of  $500,000 as the end-of-the-
year true-up assessment from 
Duke Energy. At the end of  each 
fiscal year, the town gets either 
an additional bill or a credit for 
electrical usage as a part of  our 
wholesale contract with Duke. 

In the past several years, the 
town has received credits averaging around 
$90,000. This year’s soaring fuel costs have 
produced an additional bill. The money to 
pay this true-up charge will come from re-
served funds, so there will be no increase 
in electric utility rates. Hopefully, energy-
generating costs will be lower in the coming 
year.

Josh Ward, our Town Manager, will 
present a proposed budget for this com-
ing year to the board. Josh’s presentation is 
a culmination of  staff  and board meetings 
for the past several months in developing 
a new budget. After this presentation, the 
board will set a public hearing for the June 
meeting. A town budget has to be in place 
by July 1. 

 Like always, this new budget will have 
some big-ticket items related to upgrades to 
critical infrastructure projects. The budget 
may look larger than usual because of  sev-
eral carry-over items. Due to supply chain 
and availability issues, a number of  pur-
chases and contracts will have to be carried 
over into the upcoming budget. The funds 
for these items were appropriated in past 
budgets but have to be shown in the new 
budget.

Finally, I hope everyone will come visit 
the new fire station on Friday 4- 6 pm. At 4, 
a dedication ceremony will be held, followed 
by tours of  the new facility. The fire chief, 
Ryan Gearhart, tells me we are making very 
good progress in staffing the station with 
full-time personnel. In the coming weeks, 
shifts for the new firefighters will begin.

Parking at the new station is limited. I 
suggest parking at other nearby sites and us-
ing the sidewalk to access the facility. 

Fire station dedication and tour is Fri. from 
4-6p;Town Board meeting is tonight at 7
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purchase tickets

at THE FARM   
Martin & Kellywith

THURSDAY, MAY 25
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Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742 

AndreaGabbard@
gmail.com

Nominated for ‘America’s Best’
Top 5% of Brokers in 2022* HCMLS

20 years experience

Tom Neal CEO, CNO
 Highlands-Cashiers 

Hospital

•Hospital news•
Launch your nursing career at 

H-C Hospital and Eckerd Living Center 

If you or a loved one has ever 
experienced a hospital stay, 
it’s easy to recognize how 

important nurses are to every pa-
tient’s healing. What is demanded 
of  nurses is extraordinary, from 
advanced medical expertise to 
understanding the subtler signs 
of  what patients need, whether 
that’s a medical necessity like 
medicine, or simply sensing when 
they need a listening ear or a hug.  

Many in the nursing field 
describe their work as a true and 
urgent calling, or something that 
it was impossible not to do. I 
identify with this, as do many in 
hospital leadership, since scores of  us started 
our careers in healthcare as nurses.

Now nurses are seen in virtually every 
arena in healthcare. In addition to work at the 
bedside of  patients, nurses hold hospital ad-
ministrative leadership roles, work educating 
other nurses, earn credentials to treat patients 
in specialty areas like geriatrics, emergency 
nursing, and more. 

Not only do I deeply appreciate the ex-
cellent, driven, and compassionate nurses here 
at Highlands-Cashiers Hospital (HCH) and 
Eckerd Living Center, but I am also proud 
that we are recruiting individuals who want to 
start pursuing a career in nursing and begin 
their educational journey. At Eckerd Living 
Center (ELC), we offer a paid-to-learn CNA 
Training program. We are offering this course 
two to three times per year and will be recruit-
ing for our next class soon.   

The significant benefits of  this six-week-
long course include relevant full-time train-
ing, Monday through Friday, which for many 
of  our students serves as a springboard to 
further nursing education. It is a critical en-
try point for beginning a career in healthcare 
where the sky is the limit in terms of  what 
direction a person can move toward. Students 
are paid with benefits as a Patient Safety At-
tendant, which involves assisting patients with 
everyday living tasks. 

Students who have earned 
their high school diploma or a 
GED are eligible to participate 
in the training course, and must 
commit to attend 100% of  the 
classes. At the conclusion of  the 
course, each student is prepared 
to take the North Carolina Nurse 
Aide test in order to receive their 
license. Then, graduates have the 
opportunity to work at any Mis-
sion Health facility as a patient 
care technician (PCT) and receive 
a sign-on bonus. 

For those reading this who 
are interested in this opportunity 
— or know someone who might 

be — this website, https://careers.hcahealth-
care.com/jobs/9656380-cna-training-pro-
gram-at-eckerd-living-center, is where more 
information can be found. 

Programs like this are designed to 
streamline the process of  earning licensure to 
enter the healthcare field and kickstart your 
nursing career, which is vitally important in a 
time when there is a concerning nationwide 
nursing shortage. The deficit can be traced to 
multiple challenges, including burnout caused 
by the COVID-19 pandemic, a growing older 
population in need of  care, and rising num-
bers of  nurses retiring, among other factors. 

The life of  a nurse is rewarding, chal-
lenging, and unquestionably fulfilling — just 
find a nurse and speak with them about their 
work. We are lucky to have a stellar corps of  
nurses at both HCH and ELC. They routinely 
exhibit loyalty and commitment to their pa-
tients, deep and genuine concern for every 
one of  their patients’ comfort and wellness, 
and a unique humanity. 

Next time you meet a nurse, I urge you 
to thank them for their dedication and care. 
Their primary concern, no matter how they 
are serving you at your routine office visit or 
even an unanticipated hospital visit, is your 
wellbeing while in their care and afterward. 
We are grateful for our nurses’ impact on the 
overall health of  our community. 

...FACTS continued from page 1
Hopefully, the following will clear up the 

misinformation that is circulating.
Commissioner John Shearl, who was 

elected this past November has made himself  
available to his constituents recently – first at 
the April 20 Highlands Town Board meeting 
to defend the county commission’s stance 
on the Highlands Renovation/Pre-K proj-

ect (see https://www.highlandsinfo.com/
PDFs/23april27.pdf), again at a community 
meeting at the Rec Park, Thursday, April 
27, which was reported in the May 4 edi-
tion (see https://www.highlandsinfo.com/
PDFs/23may4.pdf) and again at the May 9 
county commission meeting as reported in 

• See FACTS page 7
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FRANKLIN
MLS# 101980 | $859,900
This custom-built home offers breathtaking unobstructed views and a prime 
location nestled between the towns of Franklin and Sylva. The main floor boasts 
vaulted ceilings and huge windows that showcase sweeping views. The open plan 
living area flows onto a covered deck, perfect for soaking in the sunsets. Other 
highlights of this fantastic home include Brazilian pecan flooring, hand-picked 
wood beam ceilings, 8’ Alder doors, 8’ custom pantry cabinets, a luxury master 
suite with a 10’ Travertine shower and heated floors, a “showroom-like” two-car 
garage, a 22KW generator, keyless entry, and much more than can be listed here. 

2
BR

3
BA

WOLF CREEK LAKE MLS# 
100633 | $1,200,000
Start your summer off the right way in one of the nicest homes on beautiful Wolf 
Creek Lake! It has a private boat dock for your lake toys, making it the perfect family 
home, and has a proven short-term rental history for a nice investment property. 
The main level opens to an expansive living area with vaulted ceilings, hardwood 
floors, a wall of windows for lake and mountain views, and an impressive gas log 
stone fireplace. The kitchen boasts a 6-burner dual fuel range, 2-drawer wall 
oven island, and French door refrigerator. Too many features to list here make this 
lake home a “must-see” for those looking for the best in lake living!

3
BR

3
BA

1
HBA

LORNA ALEXANDER
CELL: (828) 200-2463 
OFFICE: (828) 526-1717 
LORNA@BHHSMMR.COM

JUDY MICHAUD
CELL: (828) 371-0730 
OFFICE: (828) 526-4101 
JUDY@BHHSMMR.COM

DINAH DAVIS
CELL: (828) 200-2486
OFFICE: (828) 526-1717
DINAH.DAVIS@BHHSMMR.CO
M

TOM GOLDACKER
CELL: (828) 200-9045 
OFFICE: (828) 526-4101 
TOM@BHHSMMR.COM

WWW.MEADOWSMOUNTAINREALTY.COM   |  (828) 526-1717  |  488 MAIN ST, HIGHLANDS  |  2334 CASHIERS RD, HIGHLANDS  |  196 BURNS ST, CASHIERS

©2023 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are 
registered service marks of Columbia Insurance Company, a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate. Equal Housing Opportunity.
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•HigHlanDs Dining•

visit highlandsburritos.com

Hours
Open Mon-Sat: 11a-3p 

Closed Sundays
Online Ordering Available and

NOW SERVING MARGARITAS!

highlandermountainhouse.com

For Hours and to order on line go to:
SweetTreatsHighlands.com

Corner of 4th & Main • 115 S. 4th Street | 828-526-9632

Craft Ice Cream & 
Hand-Crafted 
Sandwiches

Fast & Fresh Family Food

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
& Highlander Mountain House 

highlandermountainhouse.com
290 Main Street • Highlands • 828-526-2590

BREAKFAST:
Complimentary 
muffins & coffee 
for hotel guests 

LUNCH: 
Friday.•11:30a - 2:30p 

DINNER: 
Thurs.-Sat. • 5:30-9p

BRUNCH:
Sat & Sun 10a - 3p

Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p • Sun. 11a to 7p 
Closed Tuesdays

828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

Asia HouseAsia House
Japanese • Asian• Thai Cuisine

828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900

151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

Open for Dine-in 
and Take-out

Lunch 12-3p • Dinner 4:30 - 9:30p 
Closed Wednesdays

� , lwoLFGANG'S l w RESTAURANT & WINE BISTRO 

Celebrating 29 years 

American Cuisine with a 
German Twist and Creole Flair 

474 Main Street I 828.526.3807 
wolfgangs.net 

TUES – SAT
DINNER STARTS

@ 5:30 PM

DINE IN AND CARRY OUT : LAKESSIDERESTAURANT.INFO

Open for dinner 
beginning at 4 p.m.



Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round
Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar

Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Open 
7 days a week

Lunch: 11a-3:30p 
Dinner: 

5:30p - until

 •Dining•

The Secret Garden is in The Village Square 
behind K-H Founders Park. 

Offering hot & cold sandwiches, a variety of 
salads, bakery items, and 
SECRET daily specials. 

208 N. 5th St. • Village Square
Highlands • (828) 305-7509

HOURS
Monday-Friday • 11a to 5p 

Saturday • noon to 8p

Wine, beer, ciders, seltzers, hard teas, hard Kombuchas 
and Delta 8 & Delta 9 cannabis beverages are available!

Saturday deliveries to businesses on Main & 4th st.
No delivery fee ... BUT $3 minimum tip

828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com
US 64w • Highlands

41 Years of Fine Dining

Open
Tues.-Sat.

5:30-9p

Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., May11, 2023 - 828-200-1371 - Page 7

...FACTS continued from page 4

• See FACTS page 10

 •letter•

Dear Editor,
The 2023 Bear Shadow Festival was a fantastic kick-

off  to our season and did a great job fulfilling its mission 
to bring folks to the plateau during what is often a slower 
time of  year!

As a board member of  Highlands Festivals Inc. and 
a retailer in both Highlands and Cashiers, I was thrilled to 
see many local food vendors and merchants participating 
on-site and in town throughout this three-day event. Our 
stores always see an uptick in traffic during these shoulder-
season festivals, and we appreciate how they have bridged 
the gap between the high season and holidays and winter 
months.

Many thanks to all who support these events!
Hilary Wilkes

Highland Hiker 

Bear Shadow kicked off 
Highlands ‘season’

the May 11 edition (see https://www.highlandsinfo.com/
PDFs/23may11.pdf) 

Each of  those meetings were recorded by the news me-
dia and by citizens – at the Highlands Town Board, at the 
community meeting and at the May 9 County Commission 
meeting.

The following will clear up the misinformation being cir-
culated about what Commissioner Shearl said in recordings 
as well as where the county and the school board stand -- and 
has stood for years – regarding Pre-K education within the 
county’s school system.

A Facebook post stated: “The first PreK was started in 
2011.” 

That is false. While the Macon County Board of  Educa-
tion is currently unable to verify the exact start date of  pre-
kindergarten classes within the Macon County School System, 
according to an article entitled “School Days Start” published 
in the Franklin Press on August 29, 2006, East Franklin El-
ementary School operated a Pre-K classroom with 12 stu-
dents enrolled and South Macon Elementary School with 
18 students enrolled in what was called the “More at Four 
Program,” which was the name of  the state’s prekindergarten 
program prior to the name changing to the current NCPreK. 

Also posted: “There are 5 Pre-K classrooms now in Ma-
con County – 90 students, out of  1,900 Pre-K age kids in Ma-
con County.” 

This statement is misleading. 
There are currently five Pre-K classrooms within Macon 

County Schools – not in all of  Macon County. Other facilities, 
such as Macon Program for Progress also have Pre-K class-
rooms serving the county’s estimated 1,900 Pre-K age chil-
dren. Their enrollment includes 150 preschool children; High-
lands Community Child Development Center enrollment 
includes 15 and The Gordon Center enrollment includes 16 
students.

In that same post it was said: “69 are public-paid and 21 
are private-pay.” 

Those numbers reflect the number of  private-pay Pre-K 
students in the school system’s Pre-K classes, which is 21 and 
the number of  publicly funded Pre-K spots which is 69. 

However, the publicly funded Pre-K sports are not fund-

ed through local, county tax dollars, but rather are part of  the 
state’s NCPreK program, which serves low-income students 
or students with disabilities. 

Again, in that post, it was said: Out of  the five existing 
Pre-K classrooms never has the county commissioners been 
involved in these Pre-Ks. They have been done solely by the 
school system.”

This is categorically false. 
Under NC General Statute, county governments are re-

sponsible for funding the construction of  school buildings – 
which is all the school board and specifically board member 
Hilary Wilkes and citizens were requesting at the community 
meeting held April 27, not “program” funding, which, accord-
ing to the recording, Commissioner Shearl appeared to be re-
ferring to at the May 9 County Commission meeting.

When both South Macon Elementary School and Car-
toogechaye Elementary School elected to include prekinder-
garten classes within the elementary school, they did so within 
the existing footprint of  the schools, which were previously 
built and funded by the county commission. Therefore, it was 
the school board’s decision to use existing space within those 
two elementary schools to establish prekindergarten programs 
within the public school system following the 2002 state ini-
tiative to introduce the “More at Four” prekindergarten pro-
gram. 

Consequently, when Iotla Valley Elementary School was 
constructed in 2010, the design plans and scope of  work for 
the new construction included identifying space for prekinder-
garten classrooms prior to being built. 

Therefore, when the county approved the project plans 
for the Iotla Valley Elementary School, they specifically dis-
cussed the need to include space for Pre-K – and provided 
the funding necessary for Pre-K space to be included at that 
school. 

Also, the latest six-classroom addition at South Macon 
includes two new classrooms for Pre-K with a dedicated drop-
off  and playground. which the county funded.

Commissioner Shearl has said he never promised fund-
ing for the Highlands Renovation/Pre-K Project, but he did 
promise a conversation with the commission. The public had 

Modern Fast Food & 
Courtyard Market
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• Incredible Views
• Par 72 Championship Course  

stretching 6,900 yards of Peaks and Valleys
• Open Daily, • Year-Round • Public Golf 

2 hrs. northeast of Atlanta • 20 Minutes from Highlands, NC
For Tee Times, Membership Information or Event Rentals, 

please call 706-746-5302 
www.skyvalleycountryclub.com

 The Coolest Golf Course  
in Georgia 

Read Highlands Newspaper for free from everywhere ... 
on the street or on the web.

Go to www.highlandsinfo.com. Click on Local News. 
Delivered and uploaded every Thursday AM

Local Specials At Half-Mile Farm & Old Edwards Inn

We Locals

b o o k  t o d a y  •  c a l l  8 6 6 . 5 2 6 . 8 0 0 8  •  v i e w  d e t a i l s

Specials Through May

•inVesting at 4,118 Ft• 

Pat Allen BIC 
Allen Tate Realtors/Pat Allen 

Realty Group.

To survey or not? The answer is “Yes!”

In my 19 years as a broker, 
we begin with a tax plat 
initially with our clients 

to view the lot and improve-
ments thereupon but AL-
WAYS recommend a survey.  
Many buyers think that title 
insurance will protect them 
in the event they find part of  
their home is on the adjoining 
lot. This is not true, and many 
buyers don’t understand what 
title insurance does and does 
not cover as far as encroach-
ments and easements. 

In the past year, my firm 
has seen major encroach-
ments that a survey would 
have shown but without it dis-
putes and lawsuits could arise. I will try and 
shed some light on the importance of  good 
title insurance and a survey.

What is a plat map? This question aris-
es many times and it often gets confused 
with a survey. A plat map is a map of  a town 
or subdivision indicating the location and 
boundaries of  individual properties. A plat 
generally shows details of  a property like 
lots, blocks, streets, and public easements.  
County assessors and municipalities gener-
ally require that a plat be preliminarily sub-
mitted and approved by local government 
entities in order to subdivide land and sell 
off  individual lots as part of  a subdivision 
in a neighborhood.

What is the difference between a 
boundary survey and a plat? A survey estab-
lishes the boundary lines of  a single prop-
erty and includes measurements of  lot lines, 
dimensions, position of  improvements like 
houses and garages. A boundary survey also 
determines whether there are any existing 
encroachments, easements, party walls, and 
compliance with setback line requirements. 

This type of  information can be ex-
tremely valuable to a buyer of  property who 
may have future building plans like a house 
addition, pool, or even to install a fence 
around the property. So, while a plat shows 
the boundaries of  several lots, a survey 
shows the boundaries of  a single lot, and 
oftentimes gives a more detailed depiction 
of  that single lot. In most cases, a bound-
ary survey is required for a title company to 
provide survey coverage on a title insurance 
policy. Be sure to ask your closing attorney 
if  this is required to be covered completely.

There are 2 types of  title policies. One 
is the owner’s title insurance policy and the 
other is the lenders title insurance policy. It 

is important to know the dif-
ference:

1. An Owner’s Policy 
typically protects the home 
buyer from the most com-
mon risks, including: conflict-
ing ownership claims, such 
as will complications and 
similar disputes, outstanding 
lawsuits, liens and other en-
cumbrances against the prop-
erty that invalidate the seller’s 
legal claim, and erroneous or 
flawed public records, includ-
ing honest mistakes such as 
incorrect signatures.

 2. The Lender’s Title 
Insurance Policy coverage 
is limited and a lender will 

always require the borrower to purchase 
a lender’s title insurance policy before ob-
taining a home loan, and the policy is usu-
ally issued by the title company to mark the 
conclusion of  its title search.

The basic functionality is the same as 
that of  an owner’s policy: to protect the 
lender against potential losses if  the seller 
is not legally able to transfer title rights. The 
lender is covered up to the loan amount. 
ONLY the lender is protected by such a 
policy, however.

If  you end up saddled with back taxes 
and aren’t personally insured, a lender’s pol-
icy won’t protect you, but an owner’s title 
insurance policy will.

Standard policies do not insure against 
unrecorded special taxes, assessments for 
public improvements levied or assessed 
as of  closing, or title problems that would 
be disclosed by a survey of  the property. 
This means there is no coverage against 
encroachments into the boundaries of  the 
property from another structure, fence, 
wall, driveway or other improvement from 
adjoining property or similar encroach-
ments from buyer’s property onto a neigh-
bor’s property; unrecorded joint use agree-
ments such as community driveways, party 
or retaining walls; or claims of  a tenant or 
another person who, as of  the date of  the 
policy, is in possession of  all or a part of  
the property pursuant to agreements not of  
record. Buyer’s claims related to other unre-
corded matters may not be covered such as 
unrecorded liens for unpaid labor, services 
or materials for work-related the property; 
unrecorded utility easements, rights of  way 
and public roads; and possessory claims 
not shown by public records, including pre-
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UNR I VA L ED

826 Highlands Cove Drive
Highlands, NC 28741 | $2,290,000 | MLS #102099 

Darlene Conley | 404-427-2448

472 Chestnut Street
Highlands, NC 28741 | $3,250,000 | MLS #102091 

Pat Allen & Julie Osborn | 828-200-9179

HIGHLANDS-DOWNTOWN OFFICE  |  828.526.8784

WILDCAT CLIFFS/CASHIERS OFFICE  |  828.526.4525

SAPPHIRE OFFICE  |  828.507.3165

#1 in the Carolinas#1 in the Carolinas
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• See FACTS page 11

I’m baaaaaack again!
With the same menu, low prices, FREE coffee and an older more mellow attitude!

Come by for a visit and enjoy those Appalachian Fries and a fresh Gyro! 

Salads • Pitas • Burgers • Philly Cheese Steak • Shrimp Pita • Susan’s Rueben • Italian Sausage • Chicken Wings 
Appalachian Fries • Onion Rings • Fried Shrimp • Fish n’ Chips • Chicken Fingers and more!

Dine in or Call in your order for Pickup! • 828-482-1513 • 462 Dillard Road (across from Dusty’s)
Highlands

Lunch
Tues. - Sat.

11a to 3p
828-482-1513

...LYNCH continued 
from page 1

�E llFE 
�!� 

Hours: 9am-5pm 
Mon-Sat 

828-526-5999
wholelifehighlands@icloud.com 
LOCATED AT 680 M 'ITII ST, IIIGlllAMDS NEcm Organic smoothie/juice

bar located 
inside Whole 

a �.&.ID Life Market 

Yard Art 
Open for pickup & delivery

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

468 Carolina Way • Highlands
(Between N. 4th & N. 5th)

828-526-3909

~Home Decor
~Gifts

~Jewelry
~ Original Art Work

Upstairs and Across the 
Walkway at Falls on Main 

Highlands

Owner/Stylist: 
Lacy Jane Villardo

Stylists: 
Heather Escandon

Maggie Barden 
Desiray Schmitt 
Lauren Buckely
Valarie Welch

Nail Tech: 
Jenna Schmitt

Massage Therapist:
Brenda Lopez

Hair • Nails • Waxing 
Tanning • Facials • Massages 

Walk-ins Welcome!
Open at 9a Tues.-Sat.

828-526-3939

2011, Mr. Lynch was named Assistant Prin-
cipal at East Franklin Elementary School. 
In 2013, Mr. Lynch was named Principal 
at Cartoogechaye Elementary School. In 
2020, Mr. Lynch was named Director of  
Federal Programs, Testing & Accountabil-
ity, and K-12 Curriculum Director for the 
Macon County School System. In 2021, 
Mr. Lynch was named Associate Super-
intendent for the Macon County School 
System.

...FACTS continued from page 7
hoped to be privy to that conversation because 
according to the recorded transcript from the 
community meeting, it appeared that conver-
sation would be had and possibly more done 
regarding the request to complete Phases 2 & 
3 of  the project. 

“I will promise you tonight. I will have 
a conversation with LS3P [the Highlands Ex-
pansion/Pre-K architects] tomorrow. I will 
find out what phase of  this contract before we 
have to go further into … once you go to the 
3rd phase of  this contract then you are getting 
into deciding on when those doors and every-
thing else and then it goes back to bids,” said 
Commissioner Shearl in the recording.

“So, I will have a conversation with them. 
I will also have a conversation with my fellow 
commissioners, and I will express to them ex-
actly what the people of  Highlands are asking 
for.

“It seems to me like you are asking for 
$150,000 to finish Phase 2 or Phase 3 of  this 
contract with no path moving forward. Is that 

what you are asking?”
To which everyone said: “Yes!”
“OK, I will have this conversation with 

my fellow commissioners tomorrow, but I will 
tell you this. There is no guarantee that the 
funding will be there to complete this project.”

Highlands School Board representative 
Hilary Wilkes said:

“I did talk to the architect yesterday so 
I can save you a phone call. What we need 
are Phase 2 and Phase 3. Phase 1 is complete. 
You go through Phase 2 -- Phase 2 is actu-
ally the design/development -- and Phase 3 is 
the construction document and bid readiness. 
So, Phase 2 and Phase 3 and I believe that’s 
around $150,000.

“Thank you, John,” she continued, “for 
agreeing to trying to move that forward for us. 
But I will save you that phone call. We need 
Phase 2 and Phase 3 going ahead and I think 
I can say the school board is wholeheartedly 
behind that and again, we can’t get anywhere 
if  we don’t start walking. So, let’s do it.”

To which Shearl replied:
“There again, I am going to have a con-

versation with LS3P and my fellow commis-
sioners and see if  we can get back on board 
for Phase 2 and Phase 3 and design phase of  
the expansion of  Highlands School and the 
Pre-K project. And from that point, I will get 
a consensus from my fellow commissioners, 
and you will see action in our next county 
commission meeting May 9.

“You are my constituents. I represent 
you and I will do it with every ounce of  en-
ergy I have in my body. I am one vote of  a 
board of  five. Without their support we can’t 
go anywhere.

“That’s my promise to you and I’m sorry 
it took so long to get that promise out but 
there again, I can’t promise you anything with 
my commissioners, but we will have that dis-
cussion and I will do my part.”

Completing phases 2 and 3 would make 
the Highlands Renovation/Pre-K Project 
“shovel ready,” which would qualify it for 
funding from the state or possibly funding 
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...INVESTING from page 8

Atlanta • Highlands • Cashiers

Specializing in Kitchen Design & Cabinets
Certified Kitchen Designer on staff

melinda@melindabarber.com
www.melindabarber.com

ASID Interior Designers 
Offering Full Designer Services

Cabinets • Kitchen • Bath • Furnishings 

In-home Consultation 
828-226-2083

Cardinal CleanersCardinal Cleaners
Fine Dry Cleaning Since 1960

45 Slabtown Road, Unit B-3, Cashiers
828-743-9100

ATTENTION:
Highlands Customers!

Bring this ad with your first order 
of  dry cleaning 

and/or laundry to our 
Cashiers location and 

receive a 
20% discount 

on that order and all future orders!

45 Slabtown 
Road, 

Unit B-3 (next 
to Slabtown 

Pizza

We look forward to serving you!

scriptive claims for an easement or ownership arising from 
another’s past use of  property (adverse possession). Loss 
or loss of  use related to the exercise of  eminent domain 
or regulations or codes restricting property development, 
construction, planting vegetation, conducting business, 
converting a home to an apartment, and leasing the home 
to more than one family are not covered.

I hope this gives a better understanding of  the impor-
tance of  a survey and obtaining the right title insurance for 
your home or property. We have seen a garage having to be 
moved 10 feet because a survey after closing revealed an 
encroachment on the neighbor’s land and a seller having to 
pay a neighbor thousands of  dollars for part of  a driveway 
they thought they owned, just to name a few. A good bro-
ker will always advise you to obtain a survey! Be sure and 
discuss with your closing attorney exactly what your title 
insurance policy does and does not cover. Knowledge is 
money saved!

• Pat Allen is broker-in-charge of  Allen Tate/Pat Allen Realty 
Group in the downtown office at 295 Dillard Road. She is a Certified 
Luxury Home Marketing Specialist, consistent award-winner, and a 
top producer every year for her real estate career of  19 years. You may 
reach her at 828-200-9179 or email her at pat.allen@allentate.com  

...FACTS continued from page 10
through grants. If  it’s not “shovel ready” nothing can happen 
in that regard. 

Commissioner Shearl may have had that conversation 
with his fellow commissioners, but those conversations were 
not held during the public session, so citizens at the May 9 
meeting didn’t hear anything about Highlands being dis-
cussed among board members.

Based on his promise made at the community meeting 
that “You will see action at our next community commission 
meeting May 9,” citizens expected to hear something. 

What they heard was a soliloquy regarding funding for 
Pre-K programs, nothing about funding for the completion 
of  Phase 2 and 3 of  the architect plans which would cost 
about $150,000.

The money for all phases of  the architect plan -- 
$329,000 – was voted on and budgeted for in October of  
2022 and about $35,000 was paid for Phase 1 of  the plan.

However, once the new board took office, it cancelled 
the remaining architect phases and put the remaining money 
in the county’s General Fund, where it sits today.

The School Board and Highlands citizens simply want 
Phase 2 and Phase 3 of  the architect plans completed for the 
approximate cost of  $150,000 so the Highlands Renovation/
Pre-K project can be “shovel ready” should funding come 
available.

Instead, at the May 9 commission meeting Commission-
er Shearl said: “I am your representative. I will do everything, 
everything I can and I will give you every ounce of  my energy 
to represent you. The biggest thing since our meeting is that I 
have had conversations with the board of  education and also 
there has been communications with the state leadership in 
education and so I think there is a lot of  information we are 
trying to gather through this Pre-K and everything as a whole. 
And how it is funded and everything else. And hopefully we 
can get to the bottom of  this for all the school systems for 
the Pre-K needs. But all I ask you is for patience. I am work-
ing, we are working, we are working for everybody. We are 

• See FACTS page 14

going to try to do this to benefit our children and the working 
families in Macon County. So please just give us patience and 
a little time.”

That statement confused Highlanders, because there was 
no open discussion between the commissioners as insinuated 
at the April 27 meeting, and it sounded like Commissioner 
Shearl was looking for “program” funding not “project” fund-
ing. 

It’s “project” funding that is needed – specifically about 
“$150,000 that is sitting unencumbered in the county’s General 
Fund.

Wilkes said a joint meeting between the Board of  Com-
mission and the Board of  Education is in the works during 
which she and her board members hope a discussion will be 
had.

“I’m glad the conversation is still on the table, and I hope 
that we will have movement on this issue sooner rather than 
later.”

In addition, throughout the April community meeting, 
Commissioner Shearl kept referring to Pre-K as childcare. Citi-
zens and those who work in that field, tried to set him straight.

Both Bonnie Potts, Director of  the Highlands Literacy 
& Learning Center and Demitra Passmore of  the HCCDC 
program said Early Childhood Education is not childcare, and 
though important, referring to it as such somehow diminishes 
the importance of  early childhood education. 

Studies have shown that attending Pre-K programs helps 
ensure students will excel not only in Kindergarten but during 
their entire school experience.
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Pen Turning Class
Learn how to make your own 

wooden pen! 
Choose from 5 different pen 

styles. Cost: $40-50 per person 
and includes laser engraving. 
Bird House/Bird Feeder 

& Bat House Classes
Learn how to make a Bird House, 

Bird Feeder or Bat House! 
Choose from 5 different Bird 
House styles, 2 different Bird 
Feeder styles or a Bat House. 

Cost: $20-$45 per person 
Call 828-526-8800 or email 

scalymtncrafters@gmail.com to 
schedule a class! 

Each class lasts approximately 90 
minutes and provides 25 meals 

locally for each item made.

Family Classes at
Scaly Mountain Crafters 

322 Main Street, Highlands • 828-482-0818

Highlands Mercantile is OPEN!Highlands Mercantile is OPEN!

Fine goods for your family and home.
Books • Chocolates • Coffee • Guy Gifts • Home • Skincare

category -- these are like the Os-
cars of  Federal Service! 

Winners will be announced in 
October, but in the meantime, all 
finalists are in the running for the 
People’s Choice Award. 

Rawlins says they have stiff  
competition in their nomination 
category, so they are hoping they 
can at least win People’s Choice 
Award.

People can vote once a day 
through June 30 at https://servi-
cetoamericamedals.org/peoples-
choice-award/

The Veterans Health Admin-
istration’s Extended Reality, or XR 
Network, has implemented the lat-
est immersive technology, offered 
training to front-line staff  and 
expanded its reach to more than 
160 medical centers and outpatient 
clinics to address some 20 medical 
issues such as PTSD, anxiety, de-
pression, pain management, spinal 
cord injuries and palliative care.  

“The value to the veteran 
population has been incredible. 
This sets the stage to change and 
save veterans’ lives through an 
early adoption and refinement of  

new immersive technology,” said 
Kristopher Teague, executive direc-
tor of  the VHA Innovation Eco-
system.  

The VA has immersive tech-
nology options in every state 

Immersive technology in-
volves user-controlled equipment 
and software to merge the real 
world with a digital or simulated 
reality to deal with physical, emo-
tional and mental health issues.  

More than 1,700 clinicians and 
front-line staff  are now engaged in 
learning about and using this tech-
nology in all 50 states and Puerto 
Rico.  

“Anne and Caitlin have al-
lowed us to be a leader in the 
American health care system in 
trying to figure out how these new 
technology tools fit into our ser-
vice delivery,” said Blake Hender-
son, director of  the VHA Diffu-
sion of  Excellence, which spreads 
promising new health care prac-
tices throughout the organization. 

Thanks to the team’s work, 
clinicians have used virtual real-
ity to distract patients who remain 
conscious during surgery or are re-

ceiving chemotherapy, to help vet-
erans cope with PTSD by easing 
them back into the setting where 
a stressor event occurred, and to 
improve individuals’ psychological 
well-being by transporting them 
to peaceful scenes during mental 
health therapy sessions.   

Employees also have used 
this technology to participate in 
empathy training to better under-
stand the needs of  veterans with 
dementia and those identifying as 
LGBTQ+. 

In one evaluation, 67% of  VA 
patients said the technology eased 
pain and 84% experienced a reduc-
tion in anxiety level. Nearly all who 
tested it called it simple to use and 
wanted more of  it in VA facilities. 

“They have taken technology 
that is making a big difference in 
several important areas of  health 
care and activated it throughout 
the VA hospital system,” said Wal-
ter Greenleaf, a neuroscientist and 
digital health expert at Stanford 
University.  

Acceptance of  the new tech-
nology required persistence 

Bailey and Rawlins oversee 
and are now expanding the pro-
gram. 

While a nurse in the Western 
North Carolina VA Health Care 
System, Rawlins observed how 
opioids were often dispensed to 
treat pain and began studying oth-
er options.  

Her initial attempts to jump-
start the VA’s use of  immersive 
technology were rejected twice. 
She and Bailey had to overcome 
VA-wide hesitancy to embrace an 
initiative that required new acqui-
sitions, patient consent and cyber-
security guidelines. Rawlins began 
piloting the clinical implementa-
tion of  her proposals in 2018 and, 
more than a year later, she and Bai-
ley began expanding the XR Net-
work across the VA.  

Rawlins said they want to 
make sure the technology be-
comes an option for veterans in 
any patient setting, including in 
the veteran’s home. “We are in the 
business of  improving the veteran 
experience and patient outcomes, 
and immersive technology has the 

potential to increase access to and 
engagement with care through 
virtual experiences that can be 
personalized to a patient,” she 
said. 

Bailey said this new technol-
ogy is about transforming how 
care is delivered and experienced. 
“Through immersive technologies 
like Virtual Reality, patients are 
reporting decreased pain percep-
tion, anxiety and boredom while 
expressing increased enthusiasm 
about life and well-being,” she 
said.
ABOUT THE SERVICE TO 

AMERICA MEDALS
Each year, the nonpartisan, 

nonprofit Partnership for Public 
Service honors outstanding fed-
eral employees who have made a 
significant difference in the lives 
of  the American people.

The Samuel J. Heyman Ser-
vice to America Medals (Sam-
mies), also called the “Oscars of  
government service,” provide 
powerful illustrations of  the value 
our government workforce deliv-
ers and the positive impact they 
have on our lives every day.

The honorees are chosen 
based on their commitment and 
innovation, as well as the impact 
of  their work on addressing the 
needs of  the nation. Medal recipi-
ents are chosen by a committee 
that includes leaders from govern-
ment, academia, the private sector, 
media and the philanthropic com-
munity.

PEOPLE’S CHOICE
From more than 350 nomi-

nations, there are an inspiring 
group of  27 finalists. While the se-
lection committee will vote for the 
medal category award winners, 
the American public— including 
other federal employees—have a 
vote!

All Sammies finalists are eli-
gible for the Service to America 
Medals People’s Choice Award. 
Through June 30, the public can 
vote once per day for the indi-
viduals and teams that make them 
most proud of  our federal gov-
ernment. The People’s Choice 
honoree will be announced during 
an event on July 18th and recog-
nized at the 2023 awards gala on 
October 17th in Washington, D.C.

...PEOPLE’s CHOICE continued from page 1

Go to www.highlandsinfo.com. 
Click on Local News.

Delivered and uploaded every 
Thurs.AM
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Thursday, June 8
11 a.m. - 2 p.m.

 Highlands Community Building

71 Poplar Street

Light refreshments will be served.

This event is hosted by the

Highlands Chamber of Commerce/Visit Highlands, NC.

For more information: 
highlandschamber.org 

828-526-5841

visithighlandsnc.com

Highlands Volunteer Event
Are you looking to get involved?

Join us to learn more about volunteer 
opportunities in Highlands!

•Biz & org news•

Old Edwards Inn and Half-Mile Farm are 
honored to be included in the 2023 Travel 

+ Leisure World’s Top Hotels List
The 2023 T+L 500 list went live on 

April 21 with both Old Edwards Inn & 
Half-Mile Farm included! The news was an-
nounced online, and the full list appears in 
the May issue of  T+L which is on stands 
now. Thank you for spending your days 
with us and sharing your love for Old Ed-
wards Inn.

Each year, the readers of  Travel + 
Leisure vote for their favorite destinations, 

city hotels, resorts, and more in the World’s 
Best Awards survey. Drawing on the 2022 
World’s Best Awards survey results, Travel 
+ Leisure recognizes the 500 best hotels 
around the globe in the 2023 edition of  
the T+L 500. The T+L 500 properties are 
divided into eight geographic regions, de-
signed to serve as a trusted resource for mil-
lions of  enthusiastic travelers. The T+L 500 
is not a ranked list.
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...FACTS from 11

..on Nancy’s side • 828-526-5029
...on Bob’s side • 828-526-1029

2060 Dillard Rd, Highlands
2 miles south of Main

Let Nancy’s Fancys & The Exchange for Men Bridge that gap. 
Have Nancy & Bob dress you for any occasion.

Casual, Dressy, Golf -- Morning,  Noon & Night Wear.
We are here to help you celebrate Mother’s &  

Father’s Day. “Summer Whites” are now available!

DIVA’s
ON MAIN
24 E. Main St. 
Franklin, NC

828-369-7300

BOHO
Chic!

Jane Iredale Makeup Event
May 25th 11 AM - 3 PM

Call for FREE 30 minute consult appointment!
322 Main St. • 828-482-0818

At Highlands Mercantile

However, in a post last week 
once again daycare was lumped 
in with Pre-K education and sug-
gested it is not the scope or author-
ity of  the county commission but 
instead that of  the school system. 
“This is a school-related matter not 
a commissioner matter,” read the 
post.

However, the Macon County 
Comprehensive Plan says other-
wise. 

The purpose of  the Econom-
ic Development element of  the 
Macon County Comprehensive 
Plan is to make recommendations 
necessary to maintain a healthy, 
vibrant and sustainable economy. 
The county’s plan, which was ad-
opted and approved by the county 
identifies the economic impact of  
ensuring the sustainability of  pre-
school. 

Under the Benefits of  Early 
Childhood Education section of  
the Comprehensive Plan, it says 
that children having quality pre-
school and early learning experi-
ences are well prepared for the 
school system. 

The plan specifically identifies 
the county’s responsibility to act by 
recommending, and to encourage 
the local government to provide 
on-going support and assistance 
as needed for the Early Childhood 
Education industry in Macon 
County, now and in the future.

The section concludes that 
the goal is to eliminate the current 
shortage in the preschool capacity 
and to stimulate and maintain a 
healthy local growth rate.

Note: 
The majority of  Highlands News-

paper readers do not participate in Face-
book gossip but do depend on the factual 
information that can be and is backed up 
with recordings and facts both historical 
and current. This is what Highlands 
Newspaper provides every week and has 
provided for the last 20 years. 

I am a degreed journalist who has 
worked in the industry for 45 years. 
Those who write for Highlands News-
paper – specifically Brittney Lofthouse 
and Brian O’Shea -- are also degreed 
journalists, and we have all be schooled 
in the importance of  reporting the news 
factually and with attribution. 

We welcome letters-to-the-editor.



Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., May11, 2023 - 828-200-1371 - Page 15

Each Friday and Saturday night from May through Each Friday and Saturday night from May through 
October, the Highlands Chamber of Commerce/October, the Highlands Chamber of Commerce/
Visit Highlands, NC hosts live music downtown.Visit Highlands, NC hosts live music downtown.

Join us for our May and June concerts!
All shows take place from 6 – 8:30 p.m.All shows take place from 6 – 8:30 p.m.

2023  Outdoor Concert Series

MAY 19
Jay Drummonds

MAY 26
Silly Ridge

JUNE 2
Ezra & Katie

JUNE 9
Johnny Webb Vabd

JUNE 16
Steady Hand String Band

JUNE 23
Southern Highland Band

JUNE 30
Byrds & Crows

visithighlandsnc.com

Friday Night Live 
Town Square | 343 Main St.

Saturdays on Pine 
Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park

Pine  St.

Showcasing traditional mountain 
music and local talent

Featuring a variety of popular, 
regional bands and musicians 

MAY 20
The Boomers

MAY 27
The Swingin’ Richards 

JUNE 3
Nu-Blu 

JUNE 10
Firecracker Jazz Band 

JUNE 17
The Troupers
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•HigHlanDs area eVents •

EXTENDED POOL HOURS
• Public Swim: Mon.-Wed. 3:30-7p; Sat. 

11a-6p; Sun. 1-6p. Adult Swim: Mon.-Wed. 11a-
3:30p and Thurs. and Fri., 11a-2p. Lap Swim: 
Mon-Fri 6a-9:45a and Sat. 10-11a. Water Aero-
bics: Mon.-Fri. 10-11a. 828-526-1595.

ONGOING
• Looking for a fun, engaging way to ex-

plore Highlands with your family? The “Kids 

• Alcoholics Anonymous: “Open Meet-
ings” are for anyone who thinks they may have 
a drinking problem or for anyone interested 
in the A.A. program of recovery. Highlands 
Mountain View Group holds open meetings in 
Highlands at the First Presbyterian Church, 471 
Main St., on Monday at 5:30 PM and Wednesday 
and Friday at noon. The Cashiers Valley Group 
holds open meetings at the Albert Carlton Ca-
shiers Community Library Tuesday at 7 PM, Fri-
day and Sunday at 5 PM, and Saturday at 9 AM. A 
ZOOM meeting is available Wednesday at 7PM 
(ID# 921 817 2966, password CVG2020). For 
more information, please visit www.aawnc80.
org or to speak with a member of AA 24/7 at 
828-349-4357

Second Mondays
• The local chapter of PEO, an off-campus 

sorority founded in the 1800s that provides 
grants and loans to women with financial need 
who want to return to school or further their 
education meets at 10 a.m. More meeting 
places call president Paula McDonald at 706-
372-3004 

1st Tuesdays
• Indivisible Highlands from 5-6:30 pm at 

the Hudson Library. 
2nd Tuesdays
• Highlands Writers Group meets on al-

ternate Tuesday afternoons at 3pm. Writers 
still uncomfortable with in-person gatherings 
may participate via Zoom meetings held on the 
second or third Tuesday of each month at 3pm. 
Members receive weekly notification regarding 
when and how the group will assemble. For 
more information contact Bud Katz at either 
828-526-3190 or at budandlynn@me.com 

Tuesdays
• Strength Training 8:15-9:15am. Aim for 

strong, lean muscles using light weights, body 
weight, and high repetition to shape and tone. 

Mon-Fri
• Water Aerobics 18 years plus 10-11am. 

Contact the Recreation Department at 828-
526-3556 for more information.

• Pickle Ball inside and outside. 10am-1pm, 
everyone is welcome so come out and enjoy a 
game of Pickle Ball.

Mon., Tues., Thurs.
• The Food Pantry behind the Methodist 

Church on Spring Street is open from 10a to 
6p.

Mon. & Wed.
• New Mobility Class with Anna Norton It’s 

all about movement. 5:30-6:30pm and Wednes-
day 6:45-7:45. For more info, call 267-825-0716.

Mon, Wed, Fri
• Heart Healthy Exercise Class 8:30-

9:30am. $25 a month, The class is led by Cathy 
Hodgson. Contact the Recreation Department 
at 828-526-3556 for more information.

• Aerobics w/Tina Rogers 8-9a. Contact 
the Recreation Department at 828-526-3556 
for more info.

Tues. & Thurs.
• New Zumba class with Gay Chaplin 

Returning for the 2023 season! 

Written by Lucille Fletcher/ Directed by Michael Lanzilotta 

Thursday-Saturday, May 18, 19, 20@ 7:30 pm 
Sunday, May 21 @ 2:30 pm 

Thursday-Saturday, May 25, 26, 27@ 7:30 pm 
Sunday, May 28@ 2:30 pm 

Highlands Performing Arts Center-507 Chestnut Street 

For more information: 

www.highlandsperformingarts.com/hcp.html I 828-526-9047 

from 4:30-5:30p. Contact the Recreation De-
partment at 828-526-3556 for more informa-
tion.

• Exercise Class with Michelle Lane at 
5:30. A combination class with different types 
of exercise. Contact the Recreation Depart-
ment at 828-526-3556 for more information

First Wednesdays
• Hudson Library, in partnership with 

VAYA Health, is hosting an educational series 
on adult mental health, at 11a. This series is 
aimed particularly at older adults and will focus 
on mental health issues of particular interest 
to them.

Wednesdays
• ESL classes are held at the Presbyte-

rian Church in Highlands from 5:30-6:30pm. 
No registration required – just show up and 
participate. Questions? Visit www.maconnclit-
eracy.org, call 828-526 – 0863 or email info@
maconncliteracy.org

 Thursdays
• Kickboxing 8:15-9:15am. An exhilarating 

and fun mix of martial arts for a calorie-burning 
workout. Contact the Recreation Department 
at 828-526-3556 for more information.

• At Hudson Library, Kids Zone at 3:30 
pm with a wide variety of STEAM, nature, and 
craft activities. For more information about 
any of these summer activities, contact Hud-
son Library at 828-526-3031.

3rd Fridays
• At the Rec Park, Senior Lunches noon in 

the meeting room. For any other information 
call Lester Norris or Maxine Ramey at 828-
526-3556.

2nd Saturdays
• The Western North Carolina Wood-

turners Club meets in Highlands at The Bas-
com at 10 a.m. March thru November.

3rd Saturdays
• The American Legion Post 370 meets at 

the First Methodist Church at 315 Main Street 
in their Community Room/909 Chapel. We 
serve breakfast at 9am and hold our monthly 
meeting at 10amWe invite ALL Veterans to at-
tend. Contact Ed McCloskey, Commander for 
any information @828-787-1660.

Through May 31
• The Fontana Regional Library system, in-

cluding Hudson Library in Highlands, is starting 
an Active Audio Challenge that will run from 
March 1st through May 31st. Participants who 
listen to 25 hours of audiobooks, while being 
active, will receive a prize. To register for the 
Challenge, come by Hudson Library and pick 
up the logbook used to record entries. For 
more information or to request an accommo-
dation, please call the library at 828-526-3031. 

Thurs., May 18
• Mission Health is holding a career fair 

on Thursday from 4 p.m. - 6 p.m. at UNC 
Asheville’s Kimmel Arena, 227 Campus Dr, 
Asheville. We’re inviting all trades and profes-
sionals to join us as we will have members 
from all facilities and departments available 

Hike Highlands” trail passport program has been 
refreshed for the 2023 season. pick up a copy of 
the Kids Hike Highlands passport map at one of 
the four prize locations or you can download a 
copy at www.highlandsbiological.org.

Thurs-Sat.
• Highlands Historical Society Museum at 

320 N. 4th Street is open 10a to 4p through 
October. 

Mon-Wed, Fri-Sun

Dedication and tour of the new Fire Station at Oak and Main streets Friday, May 19 from 
4-6 pm. Parking is limited.     - Photo by Brian O’Shea, Plateau Daily News
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•HigHlanDs eVents •
to discuss career opportunities with Mission 
Health. Interviews and offers will take place 
on the spot for positions at all of our loca-
tions including Asheville, Brevard, Franklin, 
Highlands, Marion and Spruce Pine. Mission 
offers robust benefits including sign-on bo-
nuses for some positions, Free Online ADN 
to BSN, Tuition Reimbursement, Student Loan 
Assistance, 401k Matching, Extended Family 
Leave and more. Important reminders: Wear 
your favorite sports team jersey, bring mul-
tiple copies of your resume, come prepared 
to interview 1:1 with multiple hiring manag-
ers. Current job opportunities include RNs 
- All Units, New Graduate RNs, Patient Care, 
Imaging Techs, Lab Professionals, Respiratory 
Therapists, Paramedics/EMTs, Housekeepers, 
Maintenance Techs, Supply Chain Coordina-
tors, Surgical Technicians, Social Workers, 
Physical Therapists, Behavioral Health Techs, 
Medical Office Assistants, Leadership and 
more. 

• BEE KIND: Satulah Sunset for the 
Spirit Satulah Sunset for the Spirit. Meet at 
Kelsey Hutchison park at 7p and hike to  Satu-
lah for the 8:30 sunset. Keep the 17th open as 
well just in case the weather doesn’t  cooper-
ate! Easy uphill hike with incredible views & the 
best place in town to soak up the sunset. For 
more info, call Hope Corbin at 301.523.0445

• At OEI’s The Farm from 6-9 PM, James 
Beard Foundation award-winning Chef Steven 
Satterfield of Miller Union in Atlanta. “Root to 
Leaf: A Southern Chef Cooks Through the Sea-
sons” (featured on CBS This Morning). $185 
per person, plus tax and gratuity. Book Online: 
https://www.simpletix.com/e/chef-steven-sat-
terfield-dinner-tickets-123309

Friday, May 19
• Dedication of the new Fire Station at 

Oak and Main streets from 4-6 pm. 
Sat., May 20
• “Meander in May,” the free, self-guided 

arts festival includes painting, woodworking 
and ceramics demonstrations along with per-
formances by a myriad of bands and musicians.
The immersive arts experience begins at 11 
a.m. and culminates with a free concert by The 
Boomers in K-H Park from 6 - 8:30 p.m., 

• Shakespeare & Co.’s mystery book 
club will meet on Saturday at 2p.m. Led by 
(crime) writer-in-residence Cathy Pickens, 
this month’s subject is amateur sleuths. Deli-
cious refreshments from The Secret Garden. 
Free. 526-3777 or Shakespeareandcompany-
highlands.com.

• BEE Kind Forest Bathing Walk 5-8p at 
111 Lower Lake Road, Highlands. Cost: $20. In 
addition to the psychological and emotional 
benefits, Forest Therapy has  a positive impact 
on human physiology in the form of improved 
biometric measures and  function. Each walk is 
3 hours in length, and consists of a series of in-
vitations crafted to encourage the participants 
to connect with nature through their senses. 
Events are rain or shine, unless the weather is 

threatening. For more info, contact Paige Engel-
brektsson,  paige@highlandsbiological.org  or 
828-526-2623.

• BEE KIND: Saturdays on Pine Concert 
Series kicks off withThe Boomers, 6-8:30p. 

Sun., May 21 
• BEE KIND Forest Bathing Walk 9a to 

12p. 111 Lower Lake Road, Highlands. Cost: 
$20. In addition to the psychological and emo-
tional benefits, Forest Therapy has  a positive 
impact on human physiology in the form of 
improved biometric measures and  function. 
Each walk is 3 hours in length, and consists of 
a series of invitations crafted to encourage the 
participants to connect with nature through 
their senses. Events are rain or shine, unless the 
weather is threatening. For more info, contact: 
Paige Engelbrektsson,  paige@highlandsbiologi-
cal.org  or 828-526-2623 

Thurs-Fri, May 25-26
• “Nightwatch” with the Highlands-Ca-

shiers Players at PAC at 2:30 p.m. Unable to 
sleep, Elaine Wheeler paces the living room of 
her Manhattan townhouse, troubled by unset-
tling memories and vague fears. Her husband 
tries to comfort her, but when he steps away 
for a moment. 

Thurs., May 25
• At Highlands Mercantile at 322 Main 

Street, a Jane Iredale Makeup Event 11a to 3p. 
Call 828-482-0818 for FREE 30-minute con-
sult appointment!

• BEE Kind Yoga  Movement is Medicine 
led by Thomas Taulbee  4 pm, Village Green Pa-
vilion at the Commons Lawn in Cashiers.

• At OEI’s The Farm, from 6-8 p.m., the tal-
ented duo of Jilly Martin and Ryan Brooks Kelly. 
Tickets are $40. Book Online: https://www.
simpletix.com/e/martin-and-kelly-orchard-ses-
sions-at-the-f-tickets-124374

Friday, May 26
• At the Hudson Library, Community Cof-

fee with the Mayor at 11 a.m. in the Hudson 
Library Meeting Room. There will be a Q&A 
session with Highlands Zoning Director Mi-
chael Mathis.

Sat., May 27
• Highlands Historical Society campus 

GRAND OPENING. There will be refresh-
ments and live music with Charles and Leila 
Wood from 11a-12:30p.. There are new ex-
hibits including the history of Mountain Music.

Thurs., June 1 
• Highlands Volunteer Fair from 11 a.m. - 2 

p.m. This free event will will take place Thursday 
from 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. at the Community Build-
ing, 71 Poplar Street. For more info call 828-
526-5841 

Thurs., June 8
• At the Macon County Library, on Siler 

Road in Franklin, Jen Seymour, an avid inter-
national hiker, will share one of her eight chil-
dren’s publications guaranteed to inspire and 
excite at 6 p.m. She’s a gear expert, blogger and 
nutrition advocate. vis ithighlandsnc .com

Highlands Chamber of Commerce/
Visit Highlands, NC

Meander in May
T H E  A R T  O F  H I G H L A N D S ,  N C 11     8:30 

MAY 20

a.
m

.

p.
m

.
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Proverbs 3:5 • places to worsHip • John 3:16

BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor (828) 421-1315

Sundays: School:10 a.m. , Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298

Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30
Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30 

CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley. GA • 706-746-2999 

Sundays: 10 a.m. Worship; Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

828-743-1701• 464 Hwy 64E. Cashiers. NC 28717
www.christanglicancashiers.com

9:30am Sunday School;10:30am Worship Service. Mon. Night 
Bible Study & Dinner, 6pm, call for details. 

CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY. CASHIERS
Pastor Brent Metcalf • 743-5470

www.cashiers.church
Sun.10:45am. S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.

Tues. Guys study 8am. Gals 10am.
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

283 Spring Street - Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m.
Testimony meeting: 3rd Wednesday at 5:30 p.m.

CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685

3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC • Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sundays: Service 10:45am, Children’s 10:30am

Wednesdays: Youth 5:30-7pm; Women’s Bible Study: Mondays 
4:30pm, Tuesdays 10am; Men’s Bible Study: Wednesdays & 

Thursdays 7am @ Zookeeper Bistro
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY

706. 746.3144 • 696 Sky Valley Way #447 
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas

Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd Sunday 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. W. Bentley Manning, Rector • 526-2968
5th and Main streets • www.incarnationwnc.org

Sunday: Rite I, spoken, 8 am in Chapel, Rite II with Choir 10:30 
am in Sanctuary, Wed: Healing Eucharist 12 pm in Chapel, 

Morning Prayer: Mon-Thurs 8:30 am in Chapel
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS

828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor • 220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Choir 5p; Prayer Mtg 6:15p 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Emily Wilmarth, pastor 
828-526-3175 • fpchighlands.org

Sun.: Adult Ed.: 10 a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.
Tues: Men’s Group 10 a.m. Wed: Bell Choir 4 p.m.. Choir:6p

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 

Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS

Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers

www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814

Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 
HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH

Hwy 107N. • Glenville. NC • 743-2729 • Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a. Worship 11a & 7p. Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson • 11339 Buck Creek Road
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily 

sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a. Wednesday Worship is 6:30p

HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
 Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376

In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
 909a Bluegrass and 11a Traditional

 www.highlandsmethodist.org
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA

2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
Rev. Ken Langsdrof

Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.
Visit our website: Holy Family Lutheran Highlands NC

MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah

Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11. Choir:6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE

Franklin • 828-634-1312 • mountainsynagoguewnc.com.
Services: 1st /Fri. and 3rd Sat. 

and Rosh Hashanah & Yom Kippur. 
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 

743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church.  

4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 
Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 

OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone – 526-2418
Tues. - 9:30am Latin; Thurs. - 9:30am English; Sun. - 11am English

SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby

Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 
ST. JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

Mass: Tues. noon (Latin). Thurs. 9a.; Fri.. noon; 
Sat. 5:30p; Sun. 9a 

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: • 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood

Sunday Services: 8a. 9:30 & 11a
Visit our website www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com for 

schedules of activities both virtual and in-person. 
Bazaar Barn is open Fri. & Sat. 10a -2p.

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 
85 Sierra Drive. Franklin • uufranklin.org  

Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am

•spiritually speaking•

• See SPIRITUALLY  SPEAKING page 19

Rev’d Jim Murphy, 
Christ Anglican Church, 
Highlands-Cashiers, NC

Nearing the close of  his earthly ministry, Jesus spent 
a lot of  time preparing his disciples for his depar-
ture. It was no secret that he could and would do 

much more from a heavenly vantage point than he could as 
a lone force here on earth. Christ had proven the efficacy 
and success of  his power, grace and healing repeatedly. It 
would soon be time to multiply his impact over sin, sick-
ness and disease by praying from heaven and by sending his 
Holy Spirit to his followers. God’s Spirit would enable his 
disciples to have the same successful impact over the devil 
that the Son had. The chaotic world had met its match and 
would forthwith begin to experience the potential of  godly 
Peace.

At the very beginning of  the Bible, in the first verses 
of  Genesis, the picture of  the uncreated universe/world 
was one of  a chaotic mess. The existing elements were in 
a constant state of  turmoil. In essence, the rest of  the his-
tory found in the Holy Scriptures gives the account of  the 
birthing of  peace and order out of  that unstable mess. Our 
heavenly Father wanted us, his creation, to experience his 
unbound love and glory. However, such love and glory was 
difficult to discern in the anarchy of  the disordered muck 
before Creation. But there was a problem. The Lord’s love 
and glory had a powerful enemy. The rebellious angel, sa-
tan, wanted nothing to do with peace and order. The fa-
ther of  lies and deception was and is the opposite of  love 
and glory. Indeed, the more chaos the devil can produce 
the happier he becomes. He still wants to rule from God’s 
throne and have every one of  us as his slave..

In the latter 1960’s, for those of  you who can remem-
ber that time, there was a TV comedy series with the title, 
“Get Smart.” In it, Maxwell Smart, the lead actor, and 
Agent 99, the lead actress worked for a spy agency that 
went by the name of  “Control.” They were the enforcers 
of  peace and order. Their arch-enemy was the rival spy 
agency, “Kaos.” As their name portends, disorder was what 
they sought to create wherever they went. So, in a manner 
of  speaking, just as God sought to bring peace and order 
out of  the boiling cauldron of  elements in Genesis, so did 
Control seek to have the enemy Kaos behave in a peaceful, 
ordered manner. It was a funny show.

To say the least, satan ran amok during the covid pan-
demic. Confusion (chaos) and unsound decisions were 
made and the effects therefrom have been catastrophic. In 
much the same way, the devil has been playing havoc with 
the lives of  those who know not the peace and order of  

PANDEMIC 
RISING: 
Chaos vs. 
Control
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•police & Fire reports•
Highlands Police entries from May 

8. Only the names of persons arrested, 
issued a summons/citation, issued a 
Class-3 misdemeanor or those of public 
officials have been used. 

May 8
• At 9:45 a.m., officers received a report 

of a breaking and entering at a residence on 
the Franklin Road. 

May 11
• At 9 a.m., Gardner Sharpe, Jr., 74, was 

arrested for DWI when he was stopped on 
Main Street. He was issued an $1,500 unse-
cured bond. His trial date is June 14.

May 12
• At 1:30 p.m., officers responded to a 

report of shoplifting at Potpourri Eyewear on 
Main Street where more than $800 worth of 
sunglasses were taken.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue log 

from 5/9.
May 9
• At 7:27 p.m., the dept. responded to a 

fire alarm at a residence on Billy Cabin Road.
May 11
• At 11:05 a.m., the dept. responded to a 

medical alarm at a residence on Satulah Road.
• At 3:48 p.m., the dept. responded to a 

motor vehicle accident on US 64 west.
May 12
• At 8:34 a.m., the dept. responded to a 

call of a possible brush fire on US 64 east.
• At 11:43 a.m., the dept. was first-re-

sponders to a residence on Shortoff Road.
• At 11:54 a.m., the dept. was first-re-

sponders to a residence on Upper Divide.
• At 11:12 p.m., the dept. was first-re-

sponders to a residence on Upper Lake Road.
May 16
• At 2:30 a.m., the dept. was first-respond-

ers to a residence on NC 106.

...SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING from page 18

•Biz/org news•

On May 1, 2023, Mayor Patrick Taylor signed a mayoral proclamation declaring May to 
be Mental Health Awareness Month in Highlands, NC.  With this proclamation, High-
lands joins communities across the country in celebrating the importance of  increasing 
awareness and reducing the stigmas around mental health and well-being.

Christ Jesus. Homelessness and drug addic-
tion are rampant. Crime and immigration 
are out of  control. Suicide and sexual im-
morality (including the fabrication of  gen-
der confusion) are ruining (i.e., making cha-
otic) the lives of  millions, war and violence 
threaten the torn fabric of  one society after 
another. The list could go on.

The world is trending more and more 
toward chaos. In many situations and plac-
es control has been all but completely lost. 
It is not hyperbole to say that the age old 
pandemic, chaos vs. control, satan vs. Jesus, 
is rising still. Be that as it may, those who 
know Christ Jesus take solace in the fact 
that he said, “These things I have spoken 

to you, that in me you may have peace. In 
the world you will have tribulation, but be 
of  good cheer, I have overcome the world.” 
(John 16:33)

The Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit 
are still of  a mind to bring peace and order 
out of  our chaos. Indeed, God is the only 
one who can, the only One who has over-
come the world. What do you think might 
happen if  everyone would trust the love and 
glory of  the Savior? How do you think the 
world might change if  all individuals em-
braced order instead of  chaos, love instead 
of  hate, truth instead of  lies? I imagine that 
it would be heavenly. Pax Christi, jim+

From left: are Helene Siegel, Board Member from the Counseling Center of Highlands; Leslie 
Manning, Executive Director of Counseling Center of Highlands; Mayor Patrick Taylor; Robin 
Tindall, CEO & Executive Director of Highlands Cashiers Health Foundation; and Josh Bryson, 
Marketing Director of Highlands Cashiers Health Foundation.

May is Mental Health Awareness Month

From left: Counseling Center Executive Director Leslie Manning; Rotary Bingo Chair Bob Bax-
ter; Super Bingo Winner Scottie Scott; Rotary Bingo Caller and Counseling Center Therapist 
Tracy Franklin; Counseling Center Board Member Linda Kirkman; HCHF Marketing Director 
Josh Bryson.

Bingo benefits Highlands Counseling Center
Another popular Bingo night was hosted by Rotary Club of Highlands on Thursday, May 11th, 
with a nearly full house at the Highlands Community Center. The “Bee Kind” event was co-pre-
sented by the Highlands Cashiers Health Foundation (HCHF) and Highlands Counseling Center, 
and is one of many activities to highlight mental health awareness month. Net proceeds all go 
to the Counseling Center to further their important mission of providing affordable counseling 
services for the health and well-being of the residents of Highlands and the surrounding areas. 
The next Rotary Club of Highlands Bingo Night will be in June, with the date to be announced.

Pancake Breakfast during Nurses Week

Last Thursday, May 11, staff honored the nursing staff at H-C Hospital and the Eckerd Living 
Center with a pancake breakfast.              - Photo by Kim Lewicki
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Make a right at the  
Crossroads. It’s on the 

right past the light.
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Counseling Center strives to strengthen 
families and individuals by providing 

access to quality mental health services 
regardless of financial ability.

COUNSELINGCENTER.ORG

(864) 481-0598
info@counselingcenter.org

348 S Fifth St, Highlands, NC
Peggy Crosby Center

Highlands Automotive

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

NC
Inspection

Station

Service
&

Repair

► 828-526-9325 ◄
Generators aren't just a "thing" we do, 

generators are all we do! 

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 log cabins nestled in 
the hemlocks 

on 25 acres at the base 
of Whiteside 
Mountain.

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

Mendoza Tree Expert
& Crane Service

Quality Tree Care & Removal 
18+ years

828-200-9217 • fully insured

estimates@mendozatree.com
www.mendozatree.com

We accept al l  credit cards

Grading • Lot Clearing • Retaining Wall
Driveways • Septic Placement

Call Raul 
706-982-3803 
706-970-7638
828-347-0255

valenciagrading@gmail.com

GARY GARREN
Cell: (828) 482-2370

gsgarren@gmail.com

 Downtown Office
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC

Highlandssothebysrealty.com

33

Ryan M. Bears
Branch Leader

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784

ryan.bears@allentate.com

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

JUNK
WE HAUL IT AWAY

House / Garage / Yard
Call for free estimate

 828 - 421 - 5188

8.64 acres8.64 acres
7 miles south of Highlands7 miles south of Highlands

$200K$200K
828-974-1137828-974-1137

• Septic Installation
• Land Clearing/Clean Up
• Driveway Install/Repair
• Gravel/Dirt/Mulch/Delivery

• Pressure Washing
• Culvert/Drainage Installs
• Sod Installation

…We Love Small Jobs!
828-655-7733

www.blueridgelandservices.com
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•classiFieDs•

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing

• House Maintenance
• Drywall Repair

• Deck Repair
Quality Work • Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com

828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927 • See CLASSIFIEDS page 22

Cody Hervey • 828-200-6926

References Available
Text or Call:

Classifieds:
$6 for 10 words, 20 cents for each additional word

$2 for color block
$5 for graphic.

Business Service ads
$20 for BW
$25 for color

TWO VIEW LOTS FOR SALE (0.93 AC AND 
1.17 AC) IN SHERWOOD FOREST; close in with easy 
walk to Highlands and 3 minute drive to downtown, paved 
roads, sewer permits, easy to build on; $239,500 each; con-
tact SFviewlots@gmail.com (st. 3/9)

FOR LEASE
BRAND NEW TRAILERS FOR RENT. 2 bed-

rooms/2 baths $1700/month and 3 bedrooms/2 baths 
$1900/month. Between Highlands & Cashiers. Includes hi-
speed internet, water, & washer/dryer. No dogs. Inquires, 
Marcy - (706) 982-0444. (st. 5/4) 

FURNISHED 2BR 2BA COTTAGE FOR RENT, 
$3,500/mth on Lake Glenville with views and access. New 
Renovation, AC, 6-month lease. Couple preferred, off Rt 107, 
10 min. to Cashiers, private lane, available thru the Fall, flex-
ible. Call 267-374-0446. (st. 1/19)

COZY LAKEFRONT COT-
TAGE AVAILABLE AS OF  
APRIL 16. Fully furnished, one bedroom, one bath. Easy 
access from Highlands Road in Franklin. Ideal corporate or 
seasonal rental between Highlands and Franklin. Call Sarah 
Miller at 770-757-7500 or email sarahmilleratl@aol.com (st. 
11/23)

HELP WANTED
IF YOU ARE A BROADCASTER OR INTER-

ESTED IN BEING ONE, we are expanding our team 
at WHLC FM 104.5 Highlands, NC. This position can be 
full-time or part-time. You will be working with experienced 

Following Jesus makes your life 
better and makes you better at life.

Join us this Sunday
8:40am - Coffee/Nibbles

9am - Live Stream 
w/Andy Stanley

For directions call Bee 
at 404-307-1415.

ESTATE SALE
THURSDAY, MAY 25, from 2 - 5 pm, weather permit-

ting. Located in the rear parking lot of the Highlander Out-
post: 790 N 4th St, Highlands, NC. Cash or Venmo only.Buyer 
is in charge of the transportation of purchases. 

WANTED
HOUSEKEEPER WANTED for a home on Falcon 

Ridge in Sapphire. Please email handldouglas@aol.com or 
call 561-789-6310. (st. 5/25)

FAMILY IN NEED OF LONG-TERM HOUSING. 
Humble, no furniture needed. Jessi 386-406-5490. (st. 5/4)
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•classiFieDs•
staff who enjoy serving the resi-
dents and visitors in Highlands and 
Cashiers and the surrounding area. 
If you want to learn to be in the 
business of broadcasting, we can 
teach you. Please send your re-
sume to info@WHLC.com or PO 
Box1889 Highlands, NC 28741. 
WHLC is an equal opportunity 
employer.

JOIN OUR TEAM! We’re 
Hiring an Administrative Assistant. 

Email resume to info@hchealthfnd.
org.

SERVICES 
HOME MAID CLEANING 

SERVICE LLC: Quality work, 
insured & experienced.Servicing 
Highlands & Cashiers for over 10 
years. For a free estimate call, (828) 
371-1702. Check out our website 
at: www.homemaidcleaningservi-
cenc.com 

MURPHY’S PAINT CO. 
- interior/exterior painting/sheet-
rock repair/wallpaper removal/
log homes/decks. Insured. Free 
estimates. 828-332-0525 or 828-
421-8600 (6/22)

CAREGIVERS ALL SKILL 
LEVELS, certified and non certi-
fied, wage $15-$20 apply at http://

www.MyChoiceHome.Care (5/4)
H I G H L A N D S - C A -

SHIERS HANDYMAN – Chat-
los Contruction – Remodels, 
Additions, Framing, Siding, Roof-
ing, Decks, Painting. References. 
Insured. 828-200-4071. (6/29) 

N E E D FURNITU RE 
MOVED OR ANYTHING 
HAULED AWAY? I can do it. 
Call or text James of Going Gone 
at 828-421-2655. (3/30)

HIGH COUNTRY PHO-
TO/KEVIN VINSON: scanning 
photos, slides & negatives to CD 
or DVD for easier viewing. Video 
transfer to DVD. Everything done 
in house. Leave message at 828-
526-5208.

THE 
FIREWOOD COMPANY

Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn!
Here, There and Everywhere ... 

the Atlanta area, too!

828.200.3050 
bobhenritze@gmail.com • www.firewoodcompany.net

By Brian O’Shea, Plateau Daily 
News

Highlands girls varsity soccer 
team scored a 7-0 victory against 
Elkin on Monday in the first round 
of  the NCHSAA Women’s Soccer 
Playoffs.

“It feels really good,” said 
Highlands Addie Westendorf  after 
the game. “We played [Elkin] last 
year and won 5-2, but we lost 6 se-
niors. So, we knew we were going 
to have to play hard.”

Highlands Aislynn Luck said 
she was a bit nervous before the 
game, but she settled into a groove 
once Highlands started putting 

Lady Highlanders cruise to second round of 
state playoffs
points on the board.

“I always think they’re going 
to be better than we expect,” said 
Luck. “Don’t come in cocky, just 
play a good game.”

The field was wet from earlier 
rainfall, but Highlands Caitlin Tin-
gen said it wasn’t a problem.

“It wasn’t bad,” said Tingen. 
“It was a little faster than usual, but 
good condition to play soccer.”

Highlands is 14th seed and 
moves on to the second round of  
the playoffs. They face off  against 
3rd seed Mount Airy on the road 
beginning at 6 p.m. on May 18.

Mount Airy boasts a 20-0-1 

nonconference record compared 
to the Lady Highlanders’ 13-5.

Highlands Co-Conference 
Champions

Highlands hosted Swain 
County on May 6 to battle for 
the LSMC Co-Conference Soccer 
Championship and won 4-1.

Westendorf  said this was the 
highlight of  her season, especially 
winning by three goals.

Shortly after defeating 
Swain, Highlands traveled to 
Swain County and played them 
again to determine playoff  seeds, 
Highlands lost 2-0.

Highlands Cayden Pierson stops an Elkin drive and 
sends it back up to the offense

Highlands Abby Doerter makes a B-line for Elkin’s goal 
during the first round of the state playoffs on Monday.

- Photos by Brian O’Shea, Plateau Daily News
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401 N. Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741
828-526-3717 www.highlandsiscalling.com

info@highlandsiscalling.com
 https://www.facebook.com/CRVRHighlandsiscalling/
 https://Twitter.com/RealtynRentals

 Ace is the Place, 

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

11

Country Club Properties
 Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals. 
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery

33
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K-H Park

Martin-Lipscomb 
Performing Arts Center 

(PAC)

3

Highlander 
Mountain 

House 
& 

The Ruffed 
Grouse 
Tavern

highlandermountainhouse.com

DARLENE CONLEYDARLENE CONLEY
404.427.2448

MOUNTAIN MOUNTAIN LUXURYLUXURY
Dedicated to finding the 

home you’ve always wanted.

450 N. 4th St. Highlands, NC
828-526-5522

www.highlandsproperties.com

Wei chert. 
REALTORS 

Highlands Properties 

Team RickSteve
“The Power of 2”

Trusted advisors 
providing impeccable 
personalized service

PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP/ALLEN TATE REALTORSPAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP/ALLEN TATE REALTORS

(404) 219-1349 (404) 219-1349 •• HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC

����Thi*!�
5 Offices across the plateau! 

HIGHLANDS OFFICE 225 MAIN STREET 

PAM NELLIS CELL:828-787-1895
BROKER PAMELA.NELLIS@YAHOO.COM 

Top 5% of 
Brokers 
on MLS
in 2022
(HCBOR)

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

 Local Expertise, Global Connections. 
114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706

Sheryl Wilson

Licensed in NC and GA

HATHAWAY 
BERKSHIRE 

I REALTY 
MEADOWS MOUNTAIN 

HOMESEAVICES 

MITZI RAUERS 
Broker / Luxury Collection 
Specialist 
(404) 218-9123
mitzi@bhhsmmr.com

Andrea Gabbard
20 Years Experience
c: 828.200.6742 

AndreaGabbard@
gmail.com



Pat Allen 
Broker in Charge 

#1 in the Carolinas #1 in the Country for Independent Firms #1 Small Team in Company Wide 2022

Stronger together!
Sr;UT(t HCMLS (.:J R,afTrmd, 

pat@patallenrealtygroup.co
m 828.200.9179 
Main Office 
295 Dillard Road 
Highlands, NC 28741 
828.526.8784 
Julie Osborn 
Broker in Charge 
julie@patallenrealtygroup.co 
m 828.200.6165 
Wildcat Cliffs Office 
5121 Cashiers Road Highlands, NC 28741 828.526.4525 

patallenrealtygroup.com 

cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

242 S. 4th St. & Pop up 
on Main Street

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

Open Year-Round • 7 days a week
343-D Main Street • 526-4035

Open for 
Lunch & 
Dinner

11a-3:30p 
&

5:30-til?

8

9

www.wildthymegourmet.com

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

6

 5

828-526-2338

30  ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

41 Years of Fine Dining

OPEN
for our 

29th season

Taste the difference, Always fresh.

474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

200
TRANSACTIONS

$225M
$1.1M

AVERAGE HOME SALES PRICE
36

REAL ESTATE BROKERS

DOWNTOWN OFFICE
114 N. 4th Street

Highlands
(828) 526.8300

CULLASAJA CLUB OFFICE
1371 Cullasaja Club Drive

Highlands
(828) 526.4104

TOTAL SALES VOLUME 2022

Per Highlands/Cashiers MLS

#1 Real Estate Firm in Highlands

Open Tues.-Sat.
5:30-9p


