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The largest selection of 
Scottish cashmere in the U.S.A.

In Highlands ...on the hill
242 S. 4th St. • 828-526-4407

Open 7 days a week
www.mcculleys.com

MM ccCULLEY’SCULLEY’S

Fouth of July is an all-day thing in Highlands. Family-oriented activities begin at the Town Ballfield on Tuesday 
at 9a beginning with the shooting off of water rockets; then it’s the annual lineup of traditional field games 
11a-12 noon. Try your skill at Tug a War, 3-legged Sack Race, Water Balloon Toss and finally the Frozen T-
Shirt Contest. Depending on cloud cover, there may be a visit from MAMA, the med vac helicopter, around 
noon. Once the MAMA helicopter leaves, the Highlands Fire & Rescue Dept. will cool off participants with 
a spray down from the ladder truck. The Rotary Club will be serving food at the ball field starting at 11am. 
The annual fireworks show will start about dark. Look to the sky anywhere in town for the show.

4th of July Highlands style!

Photo by Kim Lewicki

There will be a municipal 
election in Franklin and Highlands 
Nov. 7, 2023

Candidate filing begins at 
noon Friday, July 7. Filing ends 
noon Friday, July 21.

The following seats will be on 
the ballot:

Mayor of  Franklin, 2-year 
term. The filing fee is $72. 

That seat is currently held by 
Jack Horton.

Candidate filing begins 
July 7 for Nov. election

Three Town of  Franklin 
council members for a 4-year 
term. The filing fee is $36. 

Those seats are currently 
held by Joe Collins, Adam Kim-
sey and Mike Lewis.

Three Town of  Highlands 
board members also for a 4-year 
term. The filing fee is $5.

Those seats are currently 
held by John Dotson, Marc Hehn 
and Brian Stiehler.

Highlands Hurricanes 
win 3 times in a row

By Steve Hott
Head Coach 

On Thursday, June 22, 44 
Highlands Hurricanes Swim Team 
members hosted Cherokee County 
Aquatics Club (CCAC) for a home 
meet. The Hurricanes won 743 - 
307.

The Hurricanes were led by 
Anton Halldin who won three 
events and finished 2nd in another. 
Emilina Hernandez and Jr. Olym-

pians Finneaus Garner, Jasmine 
Abranyi, Ben Halldin, and Lilliana 
Chambless all scored 27 pts. and 
won five events.  

Chambless broke both a pool 
and a team record in the Back-
stroke. Jasmine Abranyi broke 
team records in both the 100 
Butterfly and the 200 Individual 
Medley (IM). Morgan Mason and 
Jr. Olympians Aniah McKim, 

• See HURRICANES page 27

By Brittney Lofthouse
& Kim Lewicki

The Macon County Board 
of  Commissioners held a special-
called meeting Monday morning 
June 26. to get clarification about 
solid waste fees that were debated 

during the FY ‘24 budget talks. 
During last week’s continued 

session of  the board, MC Commis-
sioner John Shearl made a motion 
for the fee changes to be removed 
from the budget and not adopted. 
Commissioner Shearl said High-

lands residents already pay enough 
taxes and they should not have to 
pay additional fees. Commissioner 
Shearl’s budget motion failed.

When Commissioner Josh 
Young made his budget motion, 

Commercial fees to increase nominally 
at Transfer Station on Rich Gap
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My 3 Hats

This past weekend I par-
ticipated in the Village 
Square Art Show in 

Founders Park, created by Cyn-
thia Strain 18 years ago and who 
just retired last year as the coor-
dinator. The Mountain Top Ro-
tary Club now organizes the art 
show, and the proceeds of  the 
event go to nonprofit endeavors 
in the community. The Moun-
tain Top Rotary Club volunteers 
are commended for all the hard 
work they put forth in making 
this a successful event. As an artist/crafts-
man for over 50 years, let me also thank the 
artisans who participated in the show. They, 
too, work hard at perfecting their art and 
craft. They are truly laborers who love what 
they do, not for the meager financial return 
but for the drive and joy to work with their 
hands, minds, and hearts to create objects 
of  elegant form and beauty.

As an artist, who is 75, I sometimes 
struggle with the arduous labor of  creating 
pottery, but I still do it because I fantasize 
that my next great work is just ahead. It may 
now just be a dream, but I am not ready to 
give it up. On behalf  of  my fellow artisans, 

let me thank all the people who 
visited the art show and took the 
time to look at and, in some cases, 
buy the pieces on display.

Putting on my other hat, the 
Mayor’s hat, I want to invite you 
to attend the June “Community 
Coffee with the Mayor,” which 
will be held Friday, June 30th, at 
the Hudson Library. The coffee 
will get underway at 11 am and 
end by noon. The program will 
review the major items in the re-
cently passed town budget.

Now putting on my other hat, the 
American citizen’s hat, I must say that the 
Fourth of  July is one of  my favorite holidays. 
I always look forward to the food, games, and 
fireworks that we enjoy in Highlands. The 
American Legion and members of  Wreaths 
Across America will be placing flags on the 
graves of  our veterans. I appreciate and sup-
port this recognition of  our veterans, but to 
me, the holiday celebrating our nation’s lib-
erty and freedom goes beyond just celebrat-
ing the contributions of  our veterans. Liberty 
and independence is a complex structure that 
depends on and is supported by many insti-
tutions, such as governing bodies, the courts, 
law enforcement, educational institutions, 
private businesses, and faith-based and non-
profit communities. 

Looking back on the events of  July 4th, 
1776, our founders declared Americans were 
not subjects of  a sovereign king, and we 
were not willing to do his bidding by being 
subservient to just one individual. The men 
who signed the Declaration of  Indepen-
dence had this radical idea that the people 
of  this country, by working together, could 
govern themselves and make decisions that 
both protected individual liberty and were 
also for the common good. Such a plan, the 
American Experiment as it has been called, 
requires all of  us as citizens to be actively in-
volved in various ways to hold our country 
and republic in trust for now and for future 
generations. This holiday is an affirmation 
and renewal of  our individual liberty and our 
sacred bond with one another. That common 
bond acknowledges and supports everyone’s 
freedom.
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purchase tickets

with 
Andrew Wooten & Caroline’s Roost

WEDNESDAY, JULY 12  |  6-8 PM
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•Milestone• 

Dan and JoAnn Chapman announce the graduation of their granddaughter Eve Rosenthal, 
daughter of Mark and Laura Rosenthal of Resenthal’s on Main Street. Eve graduated cum 
laude in computer science at Princeton University. 

Mark and Laura Rosenthal with daughter Eve.
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A mere two hour drive from the hustle and 
bustle of metropolitan Atlanta, GA is the idyllic 
mountain town of Highlands, North Carolina. 
At a pristine elevation of more than 4,000 
feet, this quiet community is tucked away at 

the southern tip of the Blue Ridge Mountains 
and surrounded by national forest. Yet its 
remote location belies the fact that there are 
world-class restaurants, exciting shopping, 
and entertainment venues for all ages within 

a couple minutes’ walk! Sanctuary on 1ST 
and Bear Mór are two of the most desirable 
developments in downtown Highlands. Talk 
to us about these luxury home 
opportunities today!

ELEVATED LIVING IN DOWNTOWN HIGHLANDS
IN THE MOUNTAINS OF NORTH CAROLINA

CUSTOM LUXURY HOMES
• PRIVATE GATED COMMUNITY NEAR 

DOWNTOWN HIGHLANDS, NC
• WALK TO RESTAURANTS,

ENTERTAINMENT, & SHOPPING
• ONLY NINE .75+ ACRE RESIDENCES

AVAILABLE

DISTINCTIVE LIVING ON 
THE HIGHLANDS PLATEAU
• PRIVATE GATED COMMUNITY IN 

DOWNTOWN HIGHLANDS, NC
• INTERIORS BY AWARD-WINNING

INTERIOR DESIGNER
• TURNKEY LUXURY HOMES THAT 

COCOON AND PAMPER THE OWNER

828.526.1717   |   MeadowsMountainRealty.com 
488 Main St, Highlands, NC

THE MICHAUD/RAUERS GROUP
JUDY MICHAUD: 828.371.0730
MITZI RAUERS: 404.218.9123
TOM GOLDACKER: 828.200.9045
JOHN MUIR: 404.245.7027
BROOKS KITTRELL: 828.230.4453
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•HigHlanDs Dining•

visit highlandsburritos.com

Hours
Open Mon-Sat: 11a-3p 

Closed Sundays
Online Ordering Available and

NOW SERVING MARGARITAS!

highlandermountainhouse.com

For Hours and to order on line go to:
SweetTreatsHighlands.com

Corner of 4th & Main • 115 S. 4th Street | 828-526-9632

Craft Ice Cream & 
Hand-Crafted 
Sandwiches

Fast & Fresh Family Food

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
& Highlander Mountain House 

highlandermountainhouse.com
290 Main Street • Highlands • 828-526-2590

BREAKFAST:
Complimentary 
muffins & coffee 
for hotel guests 

LUNCH: 
Friday.•11:30a - 2:30p 

DINNER: 
Thurs.-Sat. • 5:30-9p

BRUNCH:
Sat & Sun 10a - 3p

Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p • Sun. 11a to 7p 
Closed Tuesdays

828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

Asia HouseAsia House
Japanese • Asian• Thai Cuisine

828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900

151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

Open for Dine-in 
and Take-out

Lunch 12-3p • Dinner 4:30 - 9:30p 
Closed Wednesdays

� , lwoLFGANG'S l w RESTAURANT & WINE BISTRO 

Celebrating 29 years 

American Cuisine with a 
German Twist and Creole Flair 

474 Main Street I 828.526.3807 
wolfgangs.net 

TUES – SAT
DINNER STARTS

@ 5:30 PM

DINE IN AND CARRY OUT : LAKESSIDERESTAURANT.INFO

Bistro opens at 4 p.m. 
Dinner begins at 5:30

Tuesday-Sunday

Pulled Pork J._Baby back ribs, 
Steaks, Hot Dogs, 
Burgers, Chicken, 

Potato & Pasta Salad 
Baked Beans,Macaroni 

Salad, Corn Salad, Deserts 
828-526-2762

Tue-Fri 9:00-5:30 
Sat. 9:00-5:00 

493 Dillard Road 
**Open Mon. July 3rd ** 

Celebrate the 4th in style!



Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round
Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar

Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Open 
7 days a week

Lunch: 11a-3:30p 
Dinner: 

5:30p - until

 •Dining•

The Secret Garden is in The Village Square 
behind K-H Founders Park. 

Hot & cold sandwiches, a variety of salads, bakery items, and 
SECRET daily specials. Freshly made & ready for pick up. 
208 N. 5th St. • Village Square • (828) 305-7509

Modern Fast Food & 
Courtyard Market

828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com
US 64w • Highlands

41 Years of Fine Dining

Open
Tues.-Sat.

5:30-9p

Mon.-Fri. • 11a to 5p 
Sat.• noon to 8p
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Homemade Ice CreamHomemade Ice Cream  
featuring all time Favorite Flavors 

P L U S :P L U S :

 Tequila • Fruity Pebbles • Corn • Bubble Gum 
Dragon Fruit & more! 

Cups

Cones

Milkshakes

Sundaes

Smoothies

173 Main Street 
in Wright Square

828-567-7443 Atlanta • Highlands • Cashiers

Specializing in Kitchen Design & Cabinets
Certified Kitchen Designer on staff

melinda@melindabarber.com
www.melindabarber.com

ASID Interior Designers 
Offering Full Designer Services

Cabinets • Kitchen • Bath • Furnishings 

In-home Consultation 
828-226-2083

Cardinal CleanersCardinal Cleaners
Fine Dry Cleaning Since 1960

45 Slabtown Road, Unit B-3, Cashiers
828-743-9100

ATTENTION:
Highlands Customers!

Bring this ad with your first order 
of  dry cleaning 

and/or laundry to our 
Cashiers location and 

receive a 
20% discount 

on that order and all future orders!
We look forward to serving you!

45 Slabtown 
Road, 

Unit B-3 (next 
to Slabtown 

Pizza)

Read Highlands Newspaper for free 
from everywhere ... 

on the street or on the web.
Go to www.highlandsinfo.com. 

Click on Local News. 
Delivered and uploaded every Thurs. AM

“Design is not just a matter of aesthetics. Our goal is to 
create homes that are comfortable, functional, and inviting, 

and that automatically puts people at ease.”



Nominated for ‘America’s Best’
Top 5% of Brokers in 2022* HCMLS

20 years experience
Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742 

AndreaGabbard@
gmail.com
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4th of July 

35% to 55% 

off! 

25% off 
cleaning 

& repairs!

LOW COUNTRY SHRIMP BO1 
• . · to benefit 
,- Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park 

' -"-
SAVE THE DATE 

SATURDAY, JULY 15th, 2022
Doors Open at 5, Dinner at 6 

Rain or Shine Tented Event at Oak & Pine Streets, Highlands, NC 

$80 Ticket includes tasty low country boil dinner, dessert, and two drinks. 

Live Music by Lazr Luvr of Asheville
Tickets available at www.foundersparkhighlands.org and 

The Dry Sink on Main St. 
Hosted by Friends of Founders Park, a 50 I (c)3 organization, www.foundersparkhighlands.org 

Pat Allen BIC 
Allen Tate Realtors/Pat Allen 

Realty Group.

•inVesting at 4,118 Ft• 
Our freedom comes with a price

July 4 signifies freedom 
and how often we take 
it for granted. I look at 

the sad faces of  the people 
in Ukraine who have lost ev-
erything, and they are not 
concerned with the pettiness 
we have come to know; the 
internet is down, the cable is 
off  and I can’t watch my fa-
vorite show, Bryson’s ran out 
of  chicken before I got there, 
there is a traffic jam going to 
Cashiers or Ingles, I can’t get 
a reservation at my favorite 
restaurant.  They would give 
anything to have their home 

back that was destroyed by a bomb, to have 
their loved ones alive that were killed in a 
senseless war, to have food and safe water, 
and to have the beauty of  their country re-
stored. The responsibility for our freedom 
and pursuit of  happiness is composed of  
dos and don’ts. 

Don’t endanger others’ lives by doing 
drugs and making bad decisions. Don’t car-
ry a gun to do harm to others. Don’t expect 
the government to take care of  you - that 
is your responsibility and no one else’s. You 
will gain pride in your accomplishments. 
Don’t bring children into the world if  you 
can’t afford them or are not happy with 
yourself…you just pass on unhappiness. 
Get counseling for any mental issues you are 
experiencing…it affects everyone around 
you, including your loved ones.  Don’t abuse 
children or animals…they are innocent, and 
your cruelty destroys their self-esteem and 
lives forever.  Don’t envy or begrudge oth-
ers who are more fortunate than you…you 
have opportunities if  you jump the hurdles. 
Don’t marry so someone else can take care 
of  you…that’s your responsibility and it’s 
hard enough for them to take care of  one 

life. The marriage is destined 
to fail. 

And now for the dos. 
Do respect others’ rights. 
Gays and people of  color 
have the right to a happy 
and fulfilled life, the same as 
you. Do respect homeown-
ers’ rights to do with their 
property as they choose if  it 
doesn’t harm others. It’s not 
up to the government who 
collects taxes to control those 
rights. Do share with others 
in need and be grateful you 
are able to do so.

Do respect this country 

and the flag. Do respect the military who 
risk their lives for us every single day. Many 
return home missing arms or legs and some 
live with post-traumatic stress disorder for 
the rest of  their lives; the scars are perma-
nent.  Many live with the fact they killed 
others to keep us secure. Do respect them.  

Do respect the flag and what it stands 
for. Do teach your children to do the same. 
Many lives were lost so that flag can wave 
and don’t ever take freedom for granted. 

All of  us at AllenTate/PatAllenRealty-
Group wish you a Happy and meaningful 
Fourth of  July. When you hear patriotic mu-
sic and watch the colorful fireworks illumi-
nating the dark sky, may your heart be filled 
with pride and your eyes filled with tears.   

• Pat Allen is the broker-in-charge of  
Allen Tate/Pat Allen Realty Group in the 
downtown office at 295 Dillard Road. She 
is a Certified Luxury Home Marketing Spe-
cialist, a consistent award-winner, and a top 
producer every year for her real estate career 
of  19 years. You may reach her at 828-200-
9179 or email her at pat.allen@allentate.
com  

  

July 4th stands as a momentous occasion in the United States—a day when the 
nation unites to commemorate its independence and the enduring ideals of  freedom. It is 
a time for reflection, gratitude, and celebration, acknowledging the sacrifices of  the past 
while embracing the present and future responsibilities. As the United States continues its 
journey, July 4th serves as a reminder of  the unbreakable spirit and unwavering commit-
ment to the principles that have made it a beacon of  liberty for more than two centuries. 
If  we divide as a country the threat of  war increases and our freedom becomes vulnerable.  
United we stand, divided we fall.
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Happy Fourth of July!
#1 in the Carolinas#1 in the Carolinas

44 Milkweed Trail
Glenville, NC 28736 | $1,169,000 | MLS #102303

Kelly Ramsay & Dan Doughty | 828-556-1252

10 Happy Hill Road
Scaly Mountain, NC 28775 | $429,000 | MLS #101818

Al Stoneham | 828-332-9767

We’re proud to live in the land of the free and home of the brave.
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..on Nancy’s side • 828-526-5029
...on Bob’s side • 828-526-1029

Think ... July 4thThink ... July 4th
Think ...Think ...

Nancy’s Fancys Nancy’s Fancys 
Think ...Think ...

The Exchange The Exchange 
for Menfor Men

We have it all!We have it all!

WE MOVED to 2060 Dillard Rd, Highlands
2 miles south of Main

Robert Jenson & Dion Neckwear
Castaway 

Torino Leather 
Pantherella
Handsewn
St. Croix

•Hospital news•

Tom Neal CEO, CNO
 Highlands-Cashiers 

Hospital

Learn why it’s critical to know the signs of stroke, 
and how Highlands-Cashiers Hospital provides the 

best in advanced stroke care

I believe that it is not possible 
to be overly alert to the warn-
ing signs of  stroke, the sec-

ond leading cause of  death and a 
life-threatening health emergency 
that is a major cause of  adult dis-
ability. It’s important not only to be 
aware of  the symptoms of  stroke 
— which have been added to and 
updated — but to absolutely be 
proactive if  you suspect in any way 
that you could be experiencing a 
sign of  stroke. This is because the 
phrase “Time is brain” is the man-
tra for seeking timely stroke care, 
since brain cell loss due to stroke is 
irreversible. 

You may wonder what a 
stroke is, exactly. When a person 
suffers a stroke, the blood sup-
ply to a portion of  their brain is 
blocked. This is an ischemic stroke 
and accounts for 87% of  strokes. 
The other 13% are hemorrhagic 
strokes, or strokes that happen 
because of  a ruptured artery that 
bleeds into the brain. 

Fortunately, the warning signs 
for stroke are organized into an 
easy-to-remember acronym: BE-
FAST, which is yet another re-
minder to seek immediate medical 
care if  you suspect stroke. The let-
ters stand for:

• B – issues with balance
• E – eyes, in the form of  

double vision or vision loss 
• F – face, look for one side 

of  the face drooping
• A – arm weakness on just 

one side
• S – speech, which can be-

come slurred or difficult to execute
• T – time is of  the essence, 

and you should call 911 immedi-
ately

There are risk factors for 
stroke that you cannot change, 
such as having a family history of  
stroke and getting older, and Af-
rican Americans, American Indi-
ans, Hispanics, and Alaska Natives 
have a higher risk of  stroke. If  you 
live with diabetes, you also have a 

greater chance of  being affected 
by stroke. 

But the good news is that 
there are modifiable risk factors, 
such as having high blood pressure 
or heart disease, being a smoker, 
being overweight or obese, or liv-
ing a sedentary lifestyle, that you 
can do something to change. Los-
ing weight, getting more physically 
active, quitting smoking, and im-
proving your diet can all go a long 
way in reducing your stroke risk. 

If  you do suffer a stroke, 
the Highlands-Cashiers Hospital 
(HCH) ER team is ready to treat 
you the moment you arrive. Well-
coordinated care between EMTs 
and our team means that we’re 
immediately briefed with medical 
status so we can begin lifesaving 
treatment immediately, as well as 
consultation with a neurohospi-
talist via telemedicine at Mission 
Hospital. If  the patient needs to be 
transferred to Mission Hospital for 
treatment, that can happen quickly 
and we can provide treatment be-
fore they reach Asheville. 

We work in conjunction with 
Mission Hospital’s Comprehen-
sive Stroke Center to mitigate and 
halt brain damage from a stroke. 
We also have even more highly 
advanced stroke interventions, in-
cluding the ability to retrieve and 
remove clots, carotid stenting, a 
procedure that improves blood 

flow in arteries and veins, and 
thrombolytics, which are “clot 
busting” drugs. In addition, we 
offer a coiling procedure that 
prevents a blood vessel that has 
not yet ruptured from bleeding 
or halts bleeding in one that has 
ruptured. 

Telestroke is another type 
of  care that employs audio and 
video capabilities so that Mission 
Hospital’s stroke experts can con-
sult with physicians and stroke 
patients here at HCH. This tool 
allows experts to converge, so 
a stroke patient can receive the 
most informed diagnosis and ad-
vanced care. 

With prompt treatment, 
patients can often regain their 
speech and motor skills over time, 
with rehabilitation therapy. Occu-
pational therapy, which helps you 
learn how to master everyday life 
skills again, like cooking and bath-
ing, along with physical therapy 
and speech therapy, are all servic-
es we offer at HCH. We are also 
proud to offer education about 
stroke to our community. 

I have two anecdotes from 
my own life about people’s lives 
who have been saved thanks to 
prompt medical intervention for 
a stroke. Years ago, the person 
I reported to at work was in the 
middle of  being interviewed on a 
radio show. During that interview, 
he started to experience differ-
ences in articulation and weakness 
in half  of  his body. He was rushed 
to the emergency department 
where he was diagnosed with a 
stroke. He was then given “clot 
busting” drugs, which stopped his 
stroke and allowed recovery from 
his symptoms. 

The second was right here 
at HCH when we treated a re-
tired physician for a stroke, and 
he was kind enough to give me 
his thoughtful assessment of  his 
treatment, which was helpful to 

• See HOSPITAL page 18
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COUNTRY CLUB PROPERTIES
Wright Sq. 828-526-2520 | www.ccphighlandsnc.com | ccp4terry@gmail.com

Main Street Mtn. Fresh

Located about 5 miles from town.
This home 4BD/3BA home has a 
2-car carport, main room has a pel-
let wood stove, updated kitchen with 
room for expansion. 2 bed/2 ba, suite 
upstairs has a primary bedroom, 
laundry, office-den and bath. The 
lower level has a huge unfinished 
room with a laundry, work area and 
is stubbed for a bath. Storage build-
ing has 2 levels on an acre of land. 
Offered at $549,000. mls #100826

3bd/3ba. 2 main bedrooms - one 
upstairs and one on the main level. 
Living room has 18’ vaulted ceil-
ings, stone fireplace with gas logs 
but could be converted to wood 
burning. 2-car detached garage with 
workshop space and second story, 
ready to make your own. Fire pit be-
hind the garage. Less than 1/2 mile 
to town from the Holt Knob neigh-
borhood. Offered at $749,000. mls 
#101251

Commercial. West Main Street 
Wright Square- Invest in Real 
Property that doesn’t evaporate. 
Excellent rental property, lower 
level has 2 commercial shops with 
3 rental offices upstairs. Offered at 
$1,595,000.  mls #98262

Commercial Building in Wright 
Square with large commercial space in 
lower level with excellent prior rental 
history, 3BD apartment upstairs that 
is currently rented. Corner location 
and in good condition! Offered at 
$1,595,000.  mls #98263

Located close to town, this starter 
cottage features 2 bedrooms and 
3 baths. One car garage could be 
converted to a family room. 3 levels 
that house a livingroom/kitchen/
dining on main, bedroom and bath on 
2nd level. Primary bedroom, bath, den 
with tv, office, and full bath, outdoors 
has a patio-deck that enjoys the 
rushing water of the Cullasaja river 
overflow from Mirror Lake. Offered 
at $499,000.  mls #101709

Eastside Duck Mountain This 3 
bedroom 2 bath is located in 
Four States Subdivision and has a 
spectacular view of Winfield Farm, 
Blue Valley and vistas to the south. 
Main floor living plan has Living room 
with fireplace, kitchen, dining room/
Sunroom with loads of windows to 
experience the 180 degree view. 2 
guest bedrooms with a hall bath, 
upstairs has a huge master suite with 
fireplace and ensuite bath. Great 
bones and ready for your own taste.  
Offered at $650,000.  mls #101529 

Located only 4 blocks from Main 
Street, this 2 bedroom, 1 bath cottage 
is compact but will be an entry into 
Highlands. low maintenance and lock 
and leave. Well maintained.  Offered 
at $429,000.  mls #102202

An established short-term rental, in 
town on Little Bear Pen Mountain. 
Enjoy gorgeous panoramic mountain 
views from the expansive deck and 
open living room. The living room 
is the heart of the home with floor-
to-ceiling windows with views of 
Whiteside and Short-off Mountains. 
The home has 3 BD, 3 BA, and 2 bonus 
rooms. The primary suite is spacious 
and has a view of the mountains. 
There are two bedrooms on the main 
level, each with its own bathroom. 
Offered at $2,100,000.  mls# 102307

In town vacation rental with Mirror 
Lake access to build your own 
dock. Recently renovated with new 
windows, doors, flooring, paint and 
more. Town utilities include water, 
sewer and garbage pickup. Easy hike 
to downtown Highlands. Offered at 
$699,000. mls #101169

This is a wonderful family home in 
a great neighborhood! 3 bedrooms, 
3.5 baths, office and loads of storage, 
great open plan has been updated 
with a new kitchen. Vaulted living 
room with fireplace. Separate guest 
bedrooms with the upper bedroom 
featuring a mountain view. 2 car 
garage. Flat usable lot. Offered at 
$1,895,000.  mls #101906

This home is over 100 years old 
and is ready to be brought back 
to the condition it deserves. 3 
bedrooms, 1 bath plus an office. 
close to town and great location, 
walk to great food. nice usable yard. 
Offered at $1,500,000.  mls #100745 

Incredible view from this 3BD, 2BA, 
walk-in level condo. Open kitchen to 
living area with nice wood burning 
fireplace, covered back deck with 
view. Separate laundry, plus outdoor 
storage room. All for $650,000.  Open 
kitchen to living area with nice wood 
burning fireplace, covered back deck 
to enjoy the view. Separate laundry, 
plus outdoor storage room. Owners 
can not move until July. Offered at 
$625,000.  mls #101546

Located close to town, this 3 BD, 3.5 
BA sits high on a knoll and overlooks 
the Lake Sequoyah. On main level large 
living room, dining room, kitchen with 
a breakfast nook and pass through 
to the living-dining area. Owner’s 
bedroom and spacious bath, stairwell 
to the lower-level family room, game 
room with full bath. upstairs has 
two large bedrooms with a hall 
bath. The porch overlooks the lake. 
This house has a rental history also. 
Offered at $799,000. mls #100924 

Newly renovated and updated in 
a quiet neighborhood less than 
12 minutes from downtown High-
lands and very close to National 
Forest land. Great open living/din-
ing and kitchen area on the main 
level and 2BD on the upper level 
and two on the lower level. A large 
covered deck and fireplace, and 
another deck overlooks a small 
creek. Offered at $550,000. mls 
#101154

This 3BR/2BA house sits on 
1.15+/- acre of gentle laying land 
in the midst of mature hardwoods 
with an understory of ferns. Pri-
vate, serene at the end of the road. 
New metal roof in 2016. Attached 
double garage. Vaulted ceiling in 
living room. Bring your updating 
or renovating ideas. MLS#102291  
Offered for $495,000.



•Biz/org news •

Along with the free 

Outdoor Concert Series, 

the Highlands Chamber of Commerce/

Visit Highlands, NC is pleased to light 

up the sky with the annual fireworks 

display and concert on July 4th. 

Join us for our June and July 

concerts and festivities!  

visithighlandsnc.com

Lighting Up Your Nights Friday Night Live Saturdays on Pine

JUN E 2 Ezra & Katie
 
JUN E 9 Johnny Webb Band
 
JUN E 16 Steady Hand String Band
 
JUN E 23 Southern Highlands Band 

JUN E 30  Byrds & Crows

JULY 7  The Foxfire Boys

JULY 14 Curtis Blackwell Band

Jul y  21 Carter Giegerich & Friends

JULY 28  We Three Swing 

JUN E 3 NU - BLU
 
JUN E 10 Firecracker Jazz Band
 
JUN E 17 Dive Bar Divas

 JULY 1  Blaze the City

JULY 8  Bill Mattocks

JULY 15 Lazrluvr

Jul y  22 Back Porch Orchestra
 
JULY 29  Shane Meade & 
    the Sound

For more information on the Outdoor Concert Series, July 4th fireworks display or other events, call 828-526-2112, 
write events@highlandschamber.org or stop by the Highlands Welcome Center, 108 Main Street.

TUESDAY JULY 4  – Independence Day Festival 
Diamond River Band - Fireworks begin after the concert!

Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park
Pine StreetTown Square | 343 Main St.

Shows take place from 6 – 8:30 p.m.
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• Incredible Views
• Par 72 Championship Course  

stretching 6,900 yards of Peaks and Valleys
• Open Daily, • Year-Round • Public Golf 

2 hrs. northeast of Atlanta • 20 Minutes from Highlands, NC
For Tee Times, Membership Information or Event Rentals, 

please call 706-746-5302 
www.skyvalleycountryclub.com

 The Coolest Golf Course  
in Georgia 

Read Highlands Newspaper for free from everywhere ... 
on the street or on the web.

Go to www.highlandsinfo.com. 
Click on Local News. 

Delivered and uploaded every Thurs. AM

Joshua W. Lynch was given his oath of office June 13 during a special called meeting of the Macon 
County Board of Education. Lynch will begin his term as Superintendent of Schools on July 1. 
Lynch brings a level of experience to the school system that encompasses deep roots within 
the county as a Franklin High School graduate, career educator and parent.

New MC Schools superintendent is sworn in
Lynch with his family during the swearing-in ceremony.
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EXCITING RESIDENTIAL OPPORTUNITIES

EXCITING COMMERCIAL OPPORTUNITIES

700 Happy Hill Road, Scaly Mountain, NC 28775 
Reminiscent of a European resort, this country inn offers 
contemporary elegance combined with natural beauty on almost 
15 acres of private green space. Expansive 50+ mile spectacular 
mountain views!

151 Helens Barn Avenue, Highlands, NC 28741 
Business only for sale, well-known restaurant located one block 
off of Main St with plenty of surrounding parking!

653 Country Club Drive, Highlands, NC 28741
Lovely home in prestigious desirable Wildcats Cliffs within  
walking distance to the club. Quality built by David Warth, 
spacious rooms, and great porch with outdoor fireplace. 
Furnished and ready to enjoy the season.

472 Chestnut Steet, Highlands, NC 28741
Totally redone log cabin with adorable guest house. 
Sophisticated with true mountain charm, and easy 
walk to town. Furnished to the nines!

PAT ALLEN
pat.allen@allentate.com
828.200.9179

JULIE OSBORN
julie.osborn@allentate.com
828.200.6165

$4,500,000 $600,000

#1 Small Team Company-Wide#1 Small Team Company-Wide Happy Fourth 
of July!

Happy Fourth 
of July!
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142 HWY 107, Cashiers, NC 28717 • 828-482-5011 • Open Year Round

Brazilian Cowhides

DIVA’s
ON MAIN

24 E. Main St. 
Franklin, NC

770-757-7500

Dress 
in Art
at 
Diva’s 
on Main

Pen Turning Class
Learn how to make your own 

wooden pen! 
Choose from 5 different pen 

styles. Cost: $40-50 per person 
and includes laser engraving. 
Bird House/Bird Feeder 

& Bat House Classes
Learn how to make a Bird House, 

Bird Feeder or Bat House! 
Choose from 5 different Bird 
House styles, 2 different Bird 
Feeder styles or a Bat House. 

Cost: $20-$45 per person 
Call 828-526-8800 or email 

scalymtncrafters@gmail.com to 
schedule a class! 

Each class lasts approximately 90 
minutes and provides 25 meals 

locally for each item made.

Family Classes at
Scaly Mountain Crafters 

•Financial Matters•

Michael P Henderson, 
CFP® CKA®

 Founder/Wealth Advisor
Crossover Point Advisors

Protect yourself and your Money

As someone 
who has had 
their identity 

stolen, this subject is 
particularly impor-
tant to me and lately, 
because of  an uptick 
in activity, I’ve been 
increasingly worried 
about my client’s fall-
ing victim to potential 
scams.

My personal in-
formation was stolen 
while I was in the hos-
pital in 2014. I only 
found out 6 months 
later when a collection agency 
called about a credit card balance 
on an account I never opened. 
Fortunately, it wasn’t that difficult 
to fix, but that is not the case for 
many.

If  you’re like me, you get 
dozens of  emails and calls each 
day from less than reputable 
sources. While every request for 
your personal information may 
not amount to anything, there is 
always a chance it could be det-
rimental. As always, you should 
proceed cautiously and take steps 
to protect yourself, especially when 
responding to phone inquiries or 
unsolicited emails.

We know you’ve heard this 
a thousand times - but we’ll say it 
again.

• The IRS or the Social Secu-
rity Administration won’t contact 
you initially by phone.

• Never provide your log-in & 
password.

• Don’t give out your social 
security number to just anybody.

• Attorney’s fees & bail aren’t 
paid with gift cards of  any sort.

• And be wary when clicking 
on suspicious links & emails. This 
is a big one! In a busy world where 
some of  us are getting 100 - 200 
emails a day, it’s easy to have a tem-
porary lapse in judgement.

• Remaining diligent is an im-

portant step towards 
protecting your iden-
tity and finances. 

Protecting your 
social security num-
ber is paramount. 
Criminals can do all 
sorts of  damage with 
those 9 numbers! So, 
please do not of-
fer this information 
to just anyone. You 
should feel some 
sense of  comfort 
providing your So-
cial Security number 
to the following or-

ganizations:
• Financial Institutions
• IRS
• Credit Bureaus
• Loan Applications
• Employers
• College Records
If  another business not listed 

above is asking for it, you should 
inquire about alternative ways for 
them to identify you. Often your 
social security number isn’t neces-
sary for the power company or 
even at the doctor’s office. Re-
member, mine was stolen while 
I was flat on my back hooked up 
to IV’s.

If  you believe you have been 
conned, contact law enforcement 
immediately and document as 
many details as you can. From 
there you should contact - family & 
friends, your financial institutions, 
the 3 credit bureaus, the Social 
Security Administration(SSA), the 
Federal Trade Commission(FTC), 
your state’s attorney general’s of-
fice and if  applicable the business 
that was represented in the scam.

While it may seem like a lot 
of  calls to make, by contacting 
all of  these people and agencies 
you’ll have taken the best steps to 
protect yourself, your assets and 
help others to not also fall victim 
to similar scams.
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highlandsaerialpark.com 
Experience the best views in the state while enjoying 

some of the best ziplining in the country. We also 
offer challenge courses, Giant Mountain Swing, scenic 
guided UTV tours and more on our 96 acre property. 

828-759-5146

JACKSON HOLE GEM MINE 
jacksonholcgcmminc.com 

A family-owned gem mine good for all ages. 
Our store offers thousands of dazzling 

gems & minerals and a covered flume to 
search for your treasures rain or shine! 

828-524-5850

Come on an adventure in Highlands & Cashiers NC!!! 
Our sightseeing, open-air vehicle and hiking tours are 
great fun for all ages. Visit spectacular waterfalls and 
mountain vistas. Featured in the Wall Street Journal. 

864-373-4022

highlandsoutpost.com 
A family fun destination. Ride the Scaly 

Mountain Screamer, extreme tubing 
slide, gem mine, trout fishing & more! 

828-526-3737

erf all Cruise 
_ ctp{qu, ��t 

Scenic Boat Tours 
World Class Waterfalls.com 

Take a scenic waterfall cruise on 
Lake Glenville aboard our luxury 
pontoon yacht with an officially 

licensed Master Sea Captain! 

dillardhousestables.com 
Guided Horseback Riding 

in Dillard Georgia 
Experienced guides take you, your family, 
or group along scenic trails, offering you 
breathtaking views, lush forests and the 

most amazing opportunity to splash down 
a cool mountain stream aboard your very 

own well trained equine partner. 

skyvalleycountryclub.com

A championship course layout with 
beautiful views & challenging holes 

for a great day of golf.
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322 Main Street, Highlands • 828-482-0818

Highlands Mercantile is OPEN!Highlands Mercantile is OPEN!

Fine goods for your family and home.
Books • Chocolates • Coffee • Guy Gifts • Home • Skincare

Shop around town this 4th!
BIG
4th of 
July 

SALE!

(Across from Town Hall)
(828) 526-8390 

207 N 4th St., Highlands

Come shop 
The Molly Grace! 

and celebrate 
America!

338 Main St.
526-4777
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(828)421-3546
361 Main St • Highlands

(Next to Annawear)

8106 Dillard Road • Scaly Mtn, NC • 828-526-8800
pens.dstm@gmail.com

Featuring more than 90 local artists offering 
hand-crafted items for sale with a percentage of every 
item sold goes to provide non-perishable food boxes to 
distribution sites in Highlands and Scaly Mountain, NC  

as well as in Rabun County, GA. 

(828) 526-5226 
450 Main St. 
Highlands

• Cookware 
• Bakeware 

• Cutlery 
• Gadgets 
• Tabletop 
• Stemware 

• Small Appliances

Gourmet Kitchenware

Where 
Summer is 
a state of 

mind!
• Free People • THML 

 • Z Supply 
• Michael Stars 

  • Vintage Havana

  Jeans by:
  Joes • AG 
   • Citizens   
   • Hudson  
  • Mother
  Shoes by:
  • ShuSh 
  • Diba   
  • Blowfish 
  • Matisse

355 Main Street
(in The Galax Theatre

526-4660

 

Come Dress 
for SUMMER!

A Highlands tradition since 1940
Our 83rd season on Main Street

Mon.-Sat.10a-5p • Sunday 12-5p
828-526-3160

New Arrivals for 
your July 4th 
celebratrion.

SUMMER SALE 
begins this weekend

Shop around town this 4th!

Open 10am Daily
828-482-1920
221 N. 4th St.

(Across from Town Hall)

Stylish hats at affordable 
prices!

Visit The Highlands Hatter
To get your 

Hattitude adjusted!



Try Our New  
Summer Menu

View Menu

L O U N G E

Luxury sailing vacations 
aboard award winning 
VOYAGE Yachts in the 

British Virgin Islands

Shawn Caraker Paulus
Charter Specialist
+1 (954) 224-2427

shawn@VOYAGEcharters.com

 
 

J U N E
Y O G A & P I L A T E S S T U D I O

Mon 9am - Yoga Basics 
Wed 9am - Pilates Mat 

Wed 6pm - Embodied Yoga 
Thursday - Slow Flow Yoga 

Friday 9am - Vital Body Yoga 
Saturday 9:30am - Align & Flow 

Visit our Website for Full List
of Offerings, Private Sessions,

and Upcoming Retreats!
Register Here!

YogaHighlands.com | 828-526-8880
460 Carolina Way, one block east of Main St

Special Class July 4th @ 9:30 AM
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Kathy Manos Penn

•ink penn•
Cozy mysteries set in the 

English countryside

What a treat! British 
mysteries are my 
favorite, and when 

they’re set in the Cotswolds 
or Devon, I’m in heaven. I 
started the week with one 
set in the 1930s in Devon 
at Agatha Christie’s fictional 
country house. Next was a 
contemporary cozy in the 
Cotswolds.

A Trace of  Poison
by Colleen Cambridge

This was a marvelous follow-up to 
“Murder at Mallowan Hall.” Phyllida Bright, 
housekeeper and friend to Agatha Christie, 
is in fine fettle once again. The members of  
The Detection Club — G. K. Chesterton, 
Dorothy L. Sayers, and of  course, Agatha—
are on hand for a Murder Fete. The event 
includes a writing contest for local authors, 
and the prize is enough to kill for.

There’s a superb twist, but for me the 
fun part was glimpsing hints about Phyllida 
and Bradford, the chauffeur. We know Phyl-
lida worked with Agatha Christie during the 
war, but not much beyond that. Even less is 
known about Bradford. What we DO know 
is that he has a unique ability to get under 
Phyllida’s skin. 

I’m looking forward to learning more 
in the third book in the series, due out in 
September. Meanwhile, “Mastering the Art 
of  French Murder,” also by Cambridge is 
on my desk.

Death in an English Cottage 
by Sara Rosett

It was a pleasure to return to another 
book in the Murder on Location series. I 
don’t know why I waited so long after read-
ing Book I. 

Location scout Kate Sharp is back 
in the Cotswolds, this time working on a 
documentary about Jane Austen. As if  that 
weren’t entertaining enough, the plot in-
volves newly discovered Jane Austen letters, 
a literary find, if  indeed they exist.

Add an evolving romance, and you 
have all the ingredients for another cozy 
read, especially for an Anglophile like me.

Sara Rosett’s descriptions of  the Eng-
lish countryside, the cottages, and the vil-
lage transported me to one of  my favorite 
British locales. It won’t be long before I visit 
again with the next entry in this seven-book 

series.
What could be better 

than two entertaining reads? 
Being able to find them in a 
conveniently located inde-
pendent bookshop. If  you’re 
fortunate enough to live in 
year round in Highlands, 
summer there, or simply vis-
it for a few days, you’re sure 
to find your next great read 
at Shakespeare & Co. 

Naturally, I’m delighted that they carry 
my Dickens & Christie cozy mystery series, 
but they carry so much more. Whenever 
you’re intrigued by one of  my book re-
views, stop by Shakespeare & Co. If  they 
don’t have the book on hand, they’ll happily 
order you a copy. 

• Award-winning author Kathy Manos Penn 
is a Georgia resident. Find her cozy mysteries at 
Shakespeare & Co. in Highlands, Franklin Of-
fice Supply & Gifts, and on Amazon. Contact 
her at inkpenn119@gmail.com, and follow her on 
Facebook, www.facebook.com/KathyManosPen-
nAuthor/. 

hear. Upon arrival, he was taken directly to 
get a CT scan so a definitive diagnosis could 
be made. When he returned to his room, 
literally within minutes of  arrival, he was 
greeted by an emergency room physician 
and a neurologist by telemedicine. They 
collaborated to start his treatment. He was 
highly impressed and encouraged me to 
share the great care we offer right here. He 
also asked that we work to increase aware-
ness of  stroke symptoms and call 911 if  
you experience any of  them. 

I am pleased to report that we have ap-
plied to the Joint Commission for Primary 
Stroke Ready Certification. This recogni-
tion is a seal of  approval that HCH is com-
mitted to providing evidence-based stroke 
care to our community. 

The care that HCH offers stroke pa-
tients should make our community feel 
certain they will receive the best stroke care 
should they or a loved one ever need it. We 
are fully committed to providing the Pla-
teau with world-class stroke care, close to 
home. 

...HOSPITAL continued 
from page 10
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• See REVAL page 5

401 N. 5th Street 
Highlands 

828-526-3717

2 BR/ 3.5 bath home•Close to Town•$700,000•MLS #102288

Two levels, large rooms, whole house generator, and endless possibilities with several bonus rooms

Priced well below 
the 2023 tax appraisal and 

ready to convey.

3 BR/ 2 bath home•Close to Town•$925,000•MLS #102178 

Two levels and expansive outdoor areas including a large, covered porch and dock with boat slip. Offered TURNKEY. 

Vacation Rental 
Approved.

info@
highlandsiscalling.com

www.
highlandsiscalling.com

Yard Art 
Open for pickup & delivery

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

468 Carolina Way • Highlands
(Between N. 4th & N. 5th)

828-526-3909

~Home Decor
~Gifts

~Jewelry
~ Original Art Work

Read Highlands Newspaper for free from everywhere ... 
on the street or on the web.

Go to www.highlandsinfo.com. 
Click on Local News. 

Delivered and uploaded every Thurs. AM

PEO Chapter BJ, Highlands Cashiers awarded a $1,000 scholarship to Skylar Kruckum at Rabun 
County High School. Attending from left were Patty Hutchins, Sarah Wallin, Skylar and Marci 
Henderson. Skylar will be attending the University of North Georgia in the fall and is studying 
to be a Physician’s Assistant.

•Biz news•



Page 20 - Highlands Newspaper -Thurs., June 29, 2023 - 828-200-1371

�E llFE 
�!� 

Hours: 9am-5pm 
Mon-Sat 

828-526-5999
wholelifehighlands@icloud.com 
LOCATED AT 680 M 'ITII ST, IIIGlllAMDS NEcm Organic smoothie/juice

bar located 
inside Whole 

a �.&.ID Life Market 

Upstairs and Across the 
Walkway at Falls on Main 

Highlands

Owner/Stylist: 
Lacy Jane Villardo

Stylists: 
Heather Escandon

Maggie Barden 
Desiray Schmitt 
Lauren Buckely
Valarie Welch

Nail Tech: 
Jenna Schmitt

Massage Therapist:
Brenda Lopez

Hair • Nails • Waxing 
Tanning • Facials • Massages 

Walk-ins Welcome!
Open at 9a Tues.-Sat.

828-526-3939

Try Our New  
Summer Menu

View Menu

L O U N G E

Read Highlands Newspaper 
for free from everywhere ... 
on the street or on the web.

Go to www.highlandsinfo.com. 
Click on Local News. 

Delivered and uploaded every 
Thurs. AM

Heralding recreation as an integral 
element of  appeal to Highlands and sur-
rounding communities, seven recreational 
members of  the Highlands Chamber of  
Commerce have come together to promote 
their businesses as an important element to 
tourism.

They would like area chambers and 
visitor centers to acknowledge their im-
portance by promoting them as an entity 
through advertisements and board mem-
bership.

According to George Powell who is 
spearheading the initiative, recreation is 
both free-based and fee-based and both are 
important contributors to attracting visi-
tors. 

The “Free” includes hiking trails, wa-
terfalls, long-range viewing, fishing, boating 
and more. The “Fee” are the commercial 
activities that provide employment, rev-
enue, charitable donations, and generate 
active visitors to the towns that surround 
them.

Recreation is not a Main Street activ-
ity, and as such risk being “out of  sight-out 
of  mind.” Out of  sight can be favorable in 
that the business doesn’t contribute to park-

ing, congestion, sanitation, water usage, and 
other infrastructure concerns while still be-
ing conveniently accessible. Out of  mind is 
problematic.

Powell said keeping the local shop 
owners, lodging and restaurant operators, as 
well as residents aware of  the recreational 
opportunities is the challenge. To combat 
that, an advertising campaign has started in 
Highlands Newspaper and the Laurel Mag-
azine in a collaborative ad.

“In addition to the specific individual 
marketing efforts, we are proposing a col-
laborative campaign with a working title 
of  “Get Up-Get Out” that originates from 
Highlands early motto when the town was a 
health resort,” he said, “The idea is a design 
that includes the logo of  each participating 
business and a website to visit to gain more 
information as can be seen in the ads that 
have been running in Highlands Newspa-
per and The Laurel Magazine.”

Powell envisions an oversized decal 
that can be displayed on doors, registers, 
and other prominent locations in the towns 
that the businesses serve to remind every-
one to “Get Up-Get Out!”

•Biz/org news •
Recreation businesses call everyone to

Get Up-Get Out!

Left: Stell Huie, Sunshine School Afterschool Program; Chris Wilkes, President

At the meeting held on April 11, 2023, Rotary Club of Highlands presented the Sunshine 
Afterschool Program a contribution check, accepting on their behalf, Stell Huie.

Rotary supports the Sunshine Afterschool 
Program at First Presbyterian Church
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Community Day!
11 AM - 2 PM | FREE 

July

Artist Demonstrations 
& Activities

Free Popcorn!

This Event Made Possible by
Highlands-Cashiers Hospital | Eckerd Living Center

Community mural 
Empty Bowls 

with Director of Ceramics, Frank Vickery
 Teddy bear clinic 

with The Highlands-Cashiers Hospital 
 Storytelling with Connie Regan-Blake 

Glassblowing demonstrations 
with Green Energy Park

 Zentangle Doodles with Margie Bauer 
 Quilting with Richard Tichich 

 Natural necklaces 
with the Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust 

Woodturning demonstrations 
with the WNC Woodturners

323 Franklin Road | Highlands, NC 
TheBascom.org | 828.526.4949

•Biz/org news •

Volunteering isn’t just about the good 
feelings - it’s about action. And action is 
what our Mountain Findings members 
have taken, fueled by passion, drive, and a 
commitment to make a positive difference 
in our community. As members gather to 
celebrate their tireless efforts during the 
2023 Annual Meeting, they are filled with 
pride at the accomplishments that have 
been achieved.

From raising funds for local charities 
and nonprofits to working to preserve our 
natural resources, to giving toward food in-
security for children and families the Moun-
tain Findings volunteers have proven time 
and time again that they’re ready to run with 
whatever task comes their way. They’ve giv-
en their time, energy, and skills to make the 
world a better place, and that’s something 
that we should all be proud of.

Taking a moment to reflect on the 
incredible work that’s been done in past 

Mountain Findings is volunteer proud 
volunteer run - volunteer driven

12 months - $330,000 raised to go toward 
grants that will be awarded in June 2023 to 
help organizations thrive and $50,000 in se-
nior scholarships to pave the way for our 
youth. Over 186 donations picked up and 
hundreds of  drop-offs received. These vol-
unteers are truly driven, and we can all learn 
something from their dedication. Volunteers 
donated over 15,000 hours in the past 12 
months!

The future - let’s continue to support 
the volunteers who make a difference in 
our communities and appreciate the donors 
who make it all possible. Together, we can 
achieve great things, one volunteer at a time. 
Volunteer proud, volunteer run, and volun-
teer driven! 

Mountain Findings is open during the 
summer months every Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday from 10 am to 1 pm. 

For more information visit Mountain 
Findings at www.MountainFindings.org. 

Volunteers gathered at the Highlands Mountain Club for the 2023 Mountain Findings Annual 
Membership meeting.

From left: Ricky Siegel, Program Host; Danielle Hernandez-Juarez, H-C 
Program Coordinator, BBBS of WNC; Lelia Duncan, President/CEO, BBBS 
of WNC; Chris Wilkes, President

Rotary 
hears 
about 
area’s 

Big 
Brother 

Big 
Sister 

program
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Pop Up Pipers!
Celebrating Highlands’ Heritage  

Listen for the call of the Highlands Bagpipers as they perform 

from a different location the first Saturday of each month 

through October. 

This Month's Performance: 

Highlands United Methodist Church

315 Main Street

Saturday, July 1

 4:30 – 5 p.m.

Performances are made possible by the  Highlands Chamber of Commerce/

Visit Highlands, NC.  

•HigHlanDs area eVents •
POOL SCHEDULE
• Lap Swim: Mon.-Fri., 6.-9:45a, and Sat.,10a-11p - 6 lanes. 

Water Aerobics: 18 yrs plus, Mon.-Fri. 10 -11am with Karen 
Chambers. Public Swim Mon. thru Thurs. 11a-7p; Fri. and Sat. 
11a-6p and Sun. 1-6p. For info, call 828-526-1595.

ONGOING
• The “Kids Hike Highlands” trail passport program has 

been refreshed for the 2023 season. pick up a copy of the Kids 
Hike Highlands passport map at one of the four prize locations 
or you can download a copy at www.highlandsbiological.org.

Thurs-Sat.
• Highlands Historical Society Museum at 320 N. 4th 

Street is open 10a to 4p through October. 
Mon-Wed, Fri-Sun
• Alcoholics Anonymous: “Open Meetings” are for anyone 

who thinks they may have a drinking problem or for anyone 
interested in the A.A. program of recovery. Highlands Moun-
tain View Group holds open meetings in Highlands at the First 
Presbyterian Church, 471 Main St., on Monday at 5:30 PM and 
Wednesday and Friday at noon. The Cashiers Valley Group 
holds open meetings at the Albert Carlton Cashiers Commu-
nity Library Tuesday at 7 PM, Friday and Sunday at 5 PM, and 
Saturday at 9 AM. A ZOOM meeting is available Wednesday at 
7PM (ID# 921 817 2966, password CVG2020). For more in-
formation, please visit www.aawnc80.org or to speak with a 
member of AA 24/7 at 828-349-4357

Second Mondays
• The local chapter of PEO, an off-campus sorority founded 

in the 1800s that provides grants and loans to women with 
financial need who want to return to school or further their 

education meets at 10 a.m. More meeting places call president 
Paula McDonald at 706-372-3004 

1st Tuesdays
• Indivisible Highlands from 5-6:30pm at the Hudson Library. 
2nd Tuesdays
• Highlands Writers Group meets on alternate Tuesday 

afternoons at 3pm. Writers still uncomfortable with in-person 
gatherings may participate via Zoom meetings For more infor-
mation contact Bud Katz at either 828-526-3190 or at budan-
dlynn@me.com 

Tuesdays
• Strength Training 8:15-9:15am. Aim for strong, lean mus-

cles using light weights, body weight, and high repetition to shape 
and tone. 

Wednesdays
• Hudson Library, in partnership with VAYA Health, is host-

ing an educational series on adult mental health topics, held on 
the first Wednesday of each month at 11:00 AM. This series is 
aimed particularly at older adults and will focus on mental health 
topics of particular interest to them, but all ages are welcome 
to attend.

Mon-Fri
• Water Aerobics 18 years plus 10-11am. Contact the Rec-

reation Department at 828-526-3556 for more information.
• Pickle Ball inside and outside. 10am-1pm, everyone is wel-

come so come out and enjoy a game of Pickle Ball.
Mon., Tues., Thurs.
• The Food Pantry behind the Methodist Church on Spring 

Street is open from 10a to 6p.
Mon. & Wed.
• New Mobility Class with Anna Norton It’s all about move-

ment. 5:30-6:30pm and Wednesday 6:45-7:45. For more info, 
call 267-825-0716.

Mon, Wed, Fri
• Heart Healthy Exercise Class 8:30-9:30am. $25 a month, 

The class is led by Cathy Hodgson. Contact the Recreation De-
partment at 828-526-3556 for more information.

• Aerobics w/Tina Rogers 8-9a. Contact the Recreation 
Department at 828-526-3556 for more info.

Tuesdays
• At Hudson Library, Nature Kids on selected Tuesday 

mornings, For more info call the Hudson Library at 828-526-
3031

• At Wayfarers Chapel, Workshop for Writers – Tuesdays 
from 5-6:30 PM. Facilitated by Sam Renken, this group has a 
simple mission: to foster and provide consistent community for 
local writers thereby giving writers of all ages and genres the 
opportunity to write, read, revise, and present their work to 
the group.

• ESL classes are held at the Presbyterian Church in High-
lands from 5:30-6:30pm. No registration required – just show 
up and participate. Questions? call 828-526 – 0863 or email 
info@maconncliteracy.org

Tues. & Thurs.
• Zumba class with Gay Chaplin from 4:30-5:30p. Contact 

the Recreation Department at 828-526-3556 for more infor-
mation.

• Exercise Class with Michelle Lane at 5:30. A combination 
class with different types of exercise. Contact the Recreation 
Department at 828-526-3556 for more information

Thurs. through Aug. 10
• Highlands Biological Foundation’s free Zahner lectures 
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M i r r o r  L a k e  R e s t o r a t i o n M i r r o r  L a k e  R e s t o r a t i o n 
a n d  D r e d g i n g  U p d a t ea n d  D r e d g i n g  U p d a t e

“SAVE MIRROR 
LAKE” has been our battle 
cry for the past 3-years while 
it’s been my pleasure to serve 
the M.L.I.A along with our 
Board of Directors. Our Mis-
sion Statement has always 
been “People Joining Together 
Sharing Time and Resources 
in Order to Save, Restore, and 
Preserve Mirror Lake and its 
Environs.” 

A little background for those of you unfamil-
iar with our cause. For 20+ years, Dredging Mirror 
Lake has been the goal of many. Providing residents 
and visitors with pristine waters, navigable stream 
flows, native wildlife & fish, and recreation areas 
for all to access and enjoy will be the result. Mirror 
Lake is a “critical watershed” which flows directly 
into Lake Sequoyah; the Town of Highlands primary 
water source. A choked, silt-laden, unhealthy Mir-
ror Lake negatively impacts the environment, the 
“Highlands way of life” and overall water qualiity. 
The time to act is right now.

It is a pleasure today to update all of you with 
our recent progress:

• We set a Goal to raise $4.2-$5.2 million in 
order to dredge Mirror Lake in 3 Phases.

• Phase 1: Dredge from Mirror Lake Bridge 
upstream (approximately to Billy Cabin Rd.), and 
downstream to the second bay.

• Phase 2: To deepen and clear the Mill Creek 
channel from Cullasaja Road to the Lake.

• Phase 3: To continue where we left off in 
Phase 1 upstream towards Big Pine Acres and 
downstream towards the Mirror Lake Dam where 
it feeds Lake Sequoyah.

• I am pleased to announce that through gen-
erous givers and significant private donations, our 
community has secured the funding to complete 
Phase 1 dredging. 

• Our dredging consultant and partner in the 
project, RiverSand, Inc. have been given the green 
light by M.L.I.A. to secure dredging permits for 
Phase 1 and Phase 2. RiverSand is working in con-
cert with the North Carolina Department of Envi-
ronmental Quality (DEQ) and with the U.S. Army 

Tax Deductible Donations may be made directly by calling Tom Roberson, Treasurer, M.L.I.A. 
(770.329.9919) or you can email Tom at tom.roberson2@gmail.com

Corps of Engineers (USACE) 
to gain approvals, so that we 
can begin Phase 1 as soon as 
possible. If we interrupt your 
canoeing this Summer, we 
apologize in advance.

• Mayor Patrick Taylor 
has invited us to present our 
Dredging Plan and updates to 
the Town of Highlands Board 
on 3 separate occasions. We 

have support from the Town of Highlands, and are 
collaborating with Leadership to gain approval, fi-
nancing, and coordination within the scope of our 
plan in order to identify Town resources we can ac-
cess for the necessary improvements to the water-
shed. Mayor Taylor has also brokered introductions 
and meetings with our State of North Carolina Sen-
ate Representative (Kevin Corbin) and our Con-
gressman (Carl Gillespie) here in Highlands and in 
Raleigh. Both gentlemen took a full day to meet with 
the Mayor at Mirror Lake for an overview of our 
Dredging Plan, and immediately embraced it’s impor-
tance to the Town of Highlands for all the reasons 
we’ve already mentioned.

• In the current Legislative Session in Raleigh, we 
are pleased to report that our Representatives have 
designated “The Restoration of Mirror Lake” as one 
of the funding priorities in Macon County for 2023.

• The M.L.I.A has been invited to present our 
3-Phase Dredging Plan to the Highlands Rotary, and 
the Highlands Country Club Garden Club for con-
sideration and support.

It’s extremely important that all of us now em-
brace this positive momentum to continue the fund-
raising efforts in order to “Save Mirror Lake”. While 
we commend the entire community for the progress 
made thus far, our job has only just begun. On be-
half of the M.L.I.A. we thank you in advance for your 
continued giving, enthusiasm, and positive support 
of these efforts. Please continue to communicate to 
us your positive ideas and kind words as we move 
forward. In the end, we will all have the jewel that is 
Mirror Lake to enjoy!

Patrick J. Gleeson
Representing The Mirror Lake Improvement 

Association

•eVents •
at the Highlands Nature Center (930 Horse Cove Road) at 
6 p.m. To preview HBF’s full Zahner lecture lineup, please visit 
www.highlandsbiological.org.

 Thursdays
• Kickboxing 8:15-9:15am. An exhilarating and fun mix of 

martial arts for a calorie-burning workout. Contact the Rec-
reation Department at 828-526-3556 for more information.

• At Hudson Library, Family Storytime continues 
throughout the year on Thursday mornings at 10:40 AM. 

• At Hudson Library, Kids Zone at 3:30 pm with a wide 
variety of STEAM, nature, and craft activities. For more infor-
mation about any of these summer activities, contact Hudson 
Library at 828-526-3031.

• At Wayfarers Chapel, Chair Yoga – from 4-5 PM. If you 
are interested in greater strength and flexibility but have dif-
ficulty getting up and down from a sitting or reclining posture.

• At Wayfarers Chapel, Gentle Mat Yoga – from 5-6 PM. 
Looking for greater strength? Join Dana Thiele at the chapel 
for Gentle Mat Yoga on the Deck. With more than 20 years 
experience, 

3rd Fridays
• At the Rec Park, Senior Lunches noon in the meeting 

room. For any other information call Lester Norris or Max-
ine Ramey at 828-526-3556.

2nd Saturdays
• The Western North Carolina Woodturners Club 

meets in Highlands at The Bascom at 10 a.m. March thru No-
vember.

3rd Saturdays
• The American Legion Post 370 meets at the First Meth-

odist Church at 315 Main St. in their community room/909 
chapel. We serve breakfast at 9 AM and hold our monthly 
meeting at 10 AM. We invite ALL veterans to attend - email 
ncpost370@gmail.com for more information or just join us 
at 9 AM on the 3rd Saturday of the month.

Sundays
• Church in the Wildwood Hymn Sing Sundays 7-8 p.m. 

through Sept. 3. 828-506-0125. 
• At Wayfarers Chapel, Sunday Service: 10 AM Sunday 

Morning. Stick around for visitation and coffee hour immedi-
ately after service. (Coffee hour is replaced by potluck dinner 
the 1st Sunday of each month).

Through July 8
• “Jersey Boys” at Mountain Theatre Company now in 

residence at the Performing Arts Center on Chestnut Street. 
For tickets go to www.mountaintheatre.com

Fri. - Sat., June 30 - July 1
• This special artistic weekend will feature the return 

of husband and wife duo, writer John T. Edge and artist Blair 
Hobbs. Social Hour Fri. and Sat. from 5-6 pm with compli-
mentary hors d’oeuvres and special cocktails prepared by 
John T. available for purchase in J. Henry Farmhouse Tavern. To 
book your stay today. To book your stay, go to https://www.
oldedwardshospitality.com/half-mile-farm#/booking/step-1

Thurs., June 29 
• At Hudson Library, at 3:30 PM, we’ll be holding our 

first-ever Kids Zone Bingo for Books! Kids of all ages are 
invited to join the fun. Everyone will play bingo, with free 
children’s books as the prizes! We’ll have books for children 
from toddlers to high schoolers; there’s sure to be something 
for everyone! Children under 5 will need an adult with them 
throughout the program.

Sat., July 1
• At The Bascom, Free “Community Day” from 11 am - 

2 pm. Free Popcorn, Artist Demonstrations, Make your own 
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art, Help paint a community mural, Storytelling, 
Teddy Bear Hospital. Bring your own picnic to 
enjoy in the shaded amphitheater

Tues., July 4
• 4th of July activities will be at the Town 

Ballfield on Tuesday. The shooting off of wa-
ter rockets starting at 9am; at 11am tradi-
tional field games until 12 noon (Tug a War, 
3-legged Sack Race, water balloon toss and 
frozen T-Shirt contest); at 12 noon a possible 
visit from MAMA the med vac helicopter. The 
HF&R Dept. will have the ladder truck for the 
annual spray-down once the MAMA Helicop-
ter leaves. Also Rotary will be serving food at 
Town Ball Field starting at 11am. The annual 
fireworks show will start about dark. 

Thurs., July 6
• HCCMF presents “Bach in a Sacred 

Space,” Thursday at 5 p.m. at the Episcopal 
Church in Highlands. $80 per person includes 

• In Dillsboro, 8th Annual Front Street 
Arts & Crafts Show that showcases local Ar-
tisans & Musicians once again over 40 booths 
on Front Street 10a to 4p.

• Low Country Shrimp Boil to benefit 
K-H Founders Park. Doors open at 5. Dinner 
is at 6. Tickets are $80 and include low country 
boil dinner, dessert and 2 drinks. Rain or Shine. 
Tented event at the park. Live Music by Lazr 
Luvr of Asheville. Tickets are available at www.
foundersparkhighlands.org and The Dry Sink 
on Main Street.

Tues., July 18
• Melanie Vickers will speak at 4p.m. at the 

Highlands Biological Center pavilion on Firding 
Apps on the smart phone. Beginning birders 
and experts are welcom. Question? 772-249-
2045.

Sat., July 22
• Soiree for Pre-K at the Vineyard at High 

Holly, 5:30 p.m. until. $250 per person. Eight 
per table. Includes Dinner, drinks and dancing. 
Featuring Steel Toe Stilletto from Greenville, 
SC. For tickets call 828-526-0863. Or email, 
info@TheLiteracyandLearningCenter.org.

Thurs.-Sat., July 20-22
• PAC fundraiser. Satulah Mountain 

Home & Garden Tour 10 a.m. and 12:30-3p. 
five homes and gardens found on historic Sat-
ulah Mountain. Tickets are $125 each. Shuttles 
run from the PAC every 15 min. starting at 
9:45am. Last shuttle departs the PAC at 2pm. 
This is a walking tour so wear good walking 
shoes; rain or shine event. 

July 28-Aug. 19
• “Rock of Ages” at Mountain Theatre 

Company now in residence at the Performing 
Arts Center on Chestnut Street For tickets 
go to www.mountaintheatre.com.

•HigHlanDs area eVents •
refreshments following the performance. Res-
ervations required. Call 828-526-9060. 

Wed., July 12
• At OEI’s The Farm, from 6 - 8 pm the 

music of Andrew Wooten & Caroline’s Roost 
feels like a pine-covered moonshine still on a 
foggy mountainside somewhere in the Caro-
linas. Tickets are $40. https://www.simpletix.
com/e/andrew-wooten-with-carolines-roost-
orchard-tickets-125

Fri.-Sat., July 14-15
• Highlands Historical Society resurrects 

its Walk Through Memorial Garden Park. Tour 
the cemetery and hear from the ghosts of 
Highland’s past at 4 p.m. Tickets are $15, chil-
dren are free. Park at the Civic Center and 
for buses to the cemetery. Tickets can be pur-
chased at the Highlands Historical Society Mu-
seum on N.4th Street.

Sat., July 15

Dear Editor
This is a “thank you note” to explain why I 

realized this past weekend (June 24 and 25) that I 
am finally at home.

On this past Saturday and Sunday, I had the 
pleasure and privilege of  being able to take part 
in the Mountaintop Rotary Art and Craft show. 
Normally, you are hesitant to publish names un-
less I am being critical of  some foolish politician 
or group of  politicians. Since the lady I wish to 
name is well known and loved by most Highland-
ers, please allow me to thank my dear friend (she 
has many who call her friend in Highlands), Cyn-
thia Strain. I had what I consider to be a distinct 
privilege of  being able to participate in her early 
art shows by sitting under large umbrella just out-
side her framing shop trying to sell homemade 
note cards and unframed photo prints.

On this past Saturday at the show, she was 
publicly recognized as the founder of  what is 
now this amazing Highlands event held twice a 
year. I suspect that at the beginning she had no 
idea of  what her show would become.

Now my recognition of  and heartfelt 
thanks to the multitude of  Mountaintop Rota-
ry volunteers. They are an outstanding, diverse 
bunch of  people who through much hard work 
and smarts have created an event that I consider 
to be a great contribution to Highlands. While 
witnessing these fine people at the show and ob-
serving how friendly and supportive each was to 
the vendors, the public and to each other. I had 
the pleasure of  talking to and being helped by 
many of  the volunteers ranging from an obvi-
ously well-known and liked (this is an understate-
ment) retired surgeon to two very kind young 
men who helped me dismantle and load all my 
stuff. Then I came to the conclusion that I was 
finally at my home!

Now, the back story. During the depres-
sion, when I was five years old, my family start-
ed repeatedly moving. My father worked at the 
Wichita Kansas railroad switching yard. One the 
biggest problems during the depression was the 
huge number of  men without a job, so the rail-
road decided to cut the work hours in half  for 
anyone not in management. My parents, with 
four children, could not survive with this cut in 
earnings. We were already eating a lot of  turnip 
and rabbit soup.

My father joined the Iron Workers Union. 
The up side of  this was that the union pay was 
pretty good and they always had a job for the 
men. The downside was that once the steel was 
up, so were you. You had to pack everything 
(which we did not own much of) and move to 
the next job site. We eventually were in a small 
wooden cabin at the most northwest corner of  
Oregon. Then traveled back to job sites in sever-
al states to settle in Carlsbad, New Mexico. After 
high school in 1953, the draft for the “Korean 
Conflict” was in effect. So, off  to San Diego 
Navy boot camp.

After the Navy, it was back to New Mexico 
for college, on to a missile base in South Caro-
lina for two years, and to a Scotland missile base 
for two years. After many years back in South 
Carolina, in 1997 my wife and I purchased our 
house in Highlands.

For myself, with all this moving, I never be-
fore quite felt like I belonged or was at “home.”

Now I do feel that I belong and am at 
home. So, thank you again Cynthia and Moun-
taintop Rotary.

I thank you all for letting me have this 
wonderful and memorable adventure.

Larry Brannan
Highlands

•letter•
It’s good to be home
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., Peggy Crosby Center 

PEGGY'S HEROES 2022 
The Board of Directors, Staff and Tenants of the Peggy Crosby Community Service Center are grateful for the generosity of our 2022 Donors. 

THANK YOU! 
FRANKUNIA CLUB 

Cullasaja Women's Outreach • Kitty & Glenn Bosio • Gina Cogswell Gerry &Avery Doubleday• H.Ray & Diane McPhail • Tom & Becky Willis 
RHODODENDRON CLUB 

Lucinda Cannon • Laurel Garden Club • Frank Cohen • Cecil & Amy Conlee Margie & Ronnie Elliott• Mountain Findings• Jane Jerry• Jim Kimmel• Frank Langford Ben & Cheryl Magoon • Mark & Marianne Mahaffey• Rick & Helene Siegel Robert E. & Susan Smith • Bob & Sandie Trevathan • Jane S. Webb 
MOUNTAIN LAUREL CLUB 

Brad & Melissa Beard• Frank M. & Patti Foster• Craig & Cindy Fravert Charles & Eli7.abeth King • Robin & Rebecca King• Dennis Leftwich • Dottie McPherson Mr. & Mrs. John Burden Nolan • Meadows Mountain Realty • Bill & Lisa Richards Milton & Margie Rubin • Linda & Paul Schowalter • James Rayner & Mary Sharpe Fred Smith • Greg & Mary Thompson • Dunlap Williamson 
FORSYTHIA CLUB 

Vickie Betts• Bill & Sally Blank• David & Nancy Blum• Jim & Sheila Bryson Jack Brinson • Chuck & Pam Carver • Andy Chmar • John & Ann Day• Bill & Joan Dyer John Eastman • Don & Mary Evelyn Feibelman • Randy Foster• Tom & Bonnie Geyman Robert & Olivia Holt • Richard Kohn • John & Nancy Ludwig • Ellis & Gordon Mcintyre Sandy Myers• Albert & Martha Pearson • Larry & Mary Ann Ray• Leonard Cary Saurage Jack Sapolsky & Richard Bordeaux• Joe & Marion Spence• Tom & Joyce Stribling William & Cynthia Tanner• Susan Ward • Jimmy Ray & Sheryl Youell 
FRIENDS OF THE PEGGY 

James Abernathy• Kelly & Lucy Allgood• Jeff& Cathy Baillis • S. Bryan & Claire Benedict Cynthia Berg • David & Debi Bock• Dwight Bradley• Bill & Pat Borie • Carol Carper Dick & Janet Chitty• Susan Day • Marvin & Carol Ann DeBolt • Chris & Rachel Dyer Don & Christine Eastman • David & Sherry Edmundson • Bob & Lyn Fabacher• Paul Field Bobby Fisher • Beau & Ann Forshee• Don & Sara Mac Germano• Keith & Janice Hall Tom & Betsy Hardin• Bob & Cheryl Hardwick• Art & Vicki Heller• Ron & Beverly Hogan Pam Howard • Slocum & Lila Howland • Brock & Patty Hutchins• Hal & Sandy Layman J. Preston & Margaret Martin • Harry & Paula McDonald • John Mitchner & Heath Massey Sandra Norton• Jim Odonnell• Pat & Hilda Patrick• Bill & Laura Rockwell Joe & Kathy Royal• Joe Ruck• 1im Stark• Barry Strom• John & Linder Suthers Bob & Nancy Sutton • Clarence Taylor• Cathy Temple• Rick Williford Marty Rosenfield & Donna Woods• Peter & Joan Worthy 
904441 

The Literacy & 
Learning Center is hosting 
Soiree for Pre-K, a fund-
raising event on July 22, 
with all proceeds benefit-
ing our new NC-certified 
pre-K program.

Soiree for Pre-K will 
be a fun-filled evening featuring dinner, 
drinks, and dancing to Steel Toe Stiletto, a 
premium events band based in Greenville, 
SC. The band was formed from friend-
ships between some of  the Southeast’s 
most impressive vocalists and musicians. 
Multi-year winners of  The Knot’s Best of  
Weddings and Couples’ Choice Awards, 
they cover favorites across genres and de-
cades. Bring your friends to the Vineyard 
at High Holly and make some new ones 
in this charming spot nestled on nearly 
30 acres of  lush, rolling hills and boasts 
a working vineyard, award-winning dahlia 
garden, pond and waterfalls, an event pa-
vilion, and walking trails throughout.

The pre-K program is designed to 
help children ages 3-5 develop the skills 
they need to succeed in school and be-

yond. The program 
includes a focus on lit-
eracy, math, and social-
emotional development. 
TL&LC is dedicated to 
providing high-quality 
early childhood educa-
tion to all children, re-

gardless of  their family’s income.
We invite all community members to 

join us for this excellent opportunity to 
support TL&LC’s mission and help en-
sure that all children have access to quality 
education. Tickets can be purchased online 
for $250 per person at www.theliteracyan-
dlearningcenter.org/soiree.

In addition to dinner, drinks, and 
dancing, the event will feature a live auc-
tion with various items up for bid, includ-
ing weekend getaways to several exciting 
destinations!

The Literacy & Learning Center is 
so grateful for the community’s support. 
The funds raised from this event will help 
to ensure that we can continue to provide 
more high-quality early childhood educa-
tion to Highlands’ children.

‘Soiree for Pre-K’ is July 22

Max Owre, rxecutive director of  Car-
olina Public Humanities at UNC at Cha-
pel Hill, will make two presentations on 
French history at the Center for Life En-
richment on Thurs. and Fri. July 6 and 7. 

This year, Owre will help participants 
understand French politics by reviewing 
the history of  the French right and its pop-
ulist appeal throughout the 20th century 
and today, and explain the nation’s long 
debate over religious liberty and national 
identity. 

In France, multiple viable parties, par-
liamentary coalitions, and run-off  national 
elections make the process of  politics quite 
different from the United States. Although 
the French ideas of  “right” and “left” gen-
erally mean the same things as they do in 
the U.S., in France, the political system 
leads to more complex combinations of  
opinions than those that emerge from a 
binary partisan division. Both of  Owre’s 
lectures will provide historical context that 
will help participants understand how to 
read salient issues in French politics today. 

CLE will explore the evolution of  
the French right in Right-Wing Politics 

Max Owre takes CLE to France for a look 
at its politics

and Populism in Modern France on July 
6 from 2-4pm. Ranging from conservative 
republicans to Catholic social conserva-
tives, to neoliberals and extreme nativist 
nationalists, the right in France represents a 
wide-array of  groups who don’t always see 
eye-to-eye. Owre will review both formal 
French right-wing political parties, and the 
populist traditions. 

Owre’s CLE presentation on July 7 
from 10 to noon: The Secular State and Its 
Discontents: Religious Freedom in France, 
will introduce participants to the French 
concept of  republicanism — not to be 
confused with the GOP — and its assimi-
lationist demands on French citizens. The 
lecture will examine how republicanism’s 
secularist policy, called laïcité, has fostered 
social and political conflict for over a cen-
tury. 

Both lectures will take place in the 
CLE Lecture Hall at the Peggy Crosby 
Center, 348 S. 5th Street, Highlands. Cost 
is $30/$40 Member/Non-Member for 
each presentation. Visit clehighlands.com 
or call (828) 526-8811 to register.
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Proverbs 3:5 • places to worsHip • John 3:16

BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor (828) 421-1315

Sundays: School:10 a.m. , Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298

Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30
Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30 

CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley. GA • 706-746-2999 

Sundays: 10 a.m. Worship; Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

828-743-1701• 464 Hwy 64E. Cashiers. NC 28717
www.christanglicancashiers.com

9:30am Sunday School;10:30am Worship Service. Mon. Night 
Bible Study & Dinner, 6pm, call for details. 

CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY. CASHIERS
Pastor Brent Metcalf • 743-5470

www.cashiers.church
Sun.10:45am. S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.

Tues. Guys study 8am. Gals 10am.
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

283 Spring Street - Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m.
Testimony meeting: 3rd Wednesday at 5:30 p.m.

CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685

3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC • Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sundays: Service 10:45am, Children’s 10:30am

Wednesdays: Youth 5:30-7pm; Women’s Bible Study: Mondays 
4:30pm, Tuesdays 10am; Men’s Bible Study: Wednesdays & 

Thursdays 7am @ Zookeeper Bistro
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY

706. 746.3144 • 696 Sky Valley Way #447 
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas

Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd Sunday 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. W. Bentley Manning, Rector • 526-2968
5th and Main streets • www.incarnationwnc.org

Sunday: Rite I, spoken, 8 am in Chapel, Rite II with Choir 10:30 
am in Sanctuary, Wed: Healing Eucharist 12 pm in Chapel, 

Morning Prayer: Mon-Thurs 8:30 am in Chapel
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS

828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor • 220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Women’s 10:30 am
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Emily Wilmarth, pastor 
828-526-3175 • fpchighlands.org

Sun.: Adult Ed.: 10 a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.
Tues: Men’s Group 10 a.m. Wed: Bell Choir 4 p.m.. Choir:6p

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 

Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS

Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers

www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814

Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 
HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH

Hwy 107N. • Glenville. NC • 743-2729 • Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a. Worship 11a & 7p. Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson • 11339 Buck Creek Road
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily 

sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a. Wednesday Worship is 6:30p

HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
 Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376

In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
 909a Bluegrass and 11a Traditional

 www.highlandsmethodist.org
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA

2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
Rev. Ken Langsdrof

Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.
Visit our website: Holy Family Lutheran Highlands NC

MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah

Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11. Choir:6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE

Franklin • 828-634-1312 • mountainsynagoguewnc.com.
Services: 1st /Fri. and 3rd Sat. 

and Rosh Hashanah & Yom Kippur. 
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 

743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church.  

4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 
Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 

OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone – 526-2418
Tues. - 9:30am; Thurs. - 9:30am; Sat. 4pm; Sun. - 11am 
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 

Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD

290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 
ST. JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

Mass: Tues. noon (Latin). Thurs. 9a.; Fri.. noon; 
Sat. 5:30p; Sun. 9a 

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: • 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood

Sunday Services: 8a. 9:30 & 11a
Visit our website www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com for 

schedules of activities. 
Our Bazaar Barn is open Fri. & Sat. 10a -2p.

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 
85 Sierra Drive. Franklin • uufranklin.org  

Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am
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Pastor Randy Lucas
Highlands United 
Methodist Church

•spiritually speaking•

As we prepare to celebrate the anniversary of  the 
signing of  the Declaration of  Independence on 
July 4, 1776, thoughts of  freedom abound. As a 

grateful nation, we contemplate the many freedoms we 
enjoy in the United States. We acknowledge the gift of  
the freedom of  speech. We give thanks for the freedom to 
worship and practice our faith (or not) in alignment with 
our own conscience. We acknowledge how fortunate we 
are for the freedoms afforded to us in our nation’s charter 
to live our lives as we choose, providing we don’t infringe 
on the rights of  others or diminish the dignity of  our 
neighbor. And as we ponder the blessings of  our national 
and individual freedoms, we acknowledge with gratitude 
the debt we owe to those men and women who have se-
cured and defended our freedoms. 

What does freedom mean to you? In addition to 
examples listed above that easily come to mind around 
the Fourth of  July, a broader reflection around the idea 
and ideals of  freedom brings other images to mind. For 
the person struggling with addiction, freedom means so-
briety. For a family behind on their bills, freedom is the 
removal of  debit. For people mired in conflict, freedom 
means reconciliation. For the sick, freedom is wellness. 
For individuals pushed to the margins, demeaned, disre-
garded, dismissed, and diminished, freedom is no more 
complicated than hospitality, acceptance, understanding 
and friendship. 

Freedom can come in many forms. And the lack of  
freedom can be experienced in many ways. For people 
of  the Christian faith, our view of  freedom is informed 
by our understanding of  God’s saving work in Jesus. The 
Apostle Paul, a major contributor to the New Testament, 
wrote in a letter to the church at Galatia, “For freedom 
Christ has set us free” (Galatians 5:1a). Paul wrote these 
words in support of  the foundational Christian under-
standing of  justification by grace. He was arguing against 
those who insisted that justification came through ad-
herence to the law. Paul championed a freedom born of  
grace. 

This kind of  freedom seeks to loose the bonds that 
easily bind us. This freedom challenges all the chains 
with which we can easily become entangled. The bond-
age of  fear, regret and despair, the yoke of  anger, bit-
terness, prejudice and hatred, the tether of  entitlement, 
arrogance and haughtiness, all the things that can cultivate 
life-draining and life-denying attitudes and behaviors that 
serve as barriers for the fruit of  the Spirit to grow within 
us. According to Paul, the fruit of  the Spirit is “love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentle-
ness, and self-control” (Galatians 5:22b-23a, NRSV). 

 What does freedom mean to you? Or perhaps a 
more appropriate question might be, from what do you 

What does 
freedom 

mean to you? 



...SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING continued from page 26

•police & Fire reports•
Highlands Police entries 

from June 21. Only the names 
of persons arrested, issued a 
summons/citation, issued a 
Class-3 misdemeanor or those 
of public officials have been 
used. 

June 21
• At 1 p.m., officers responded 

to a 2-vehicle accident on US 64 
west at Mirror Lake Road.

June 22
• At 6:05 p.m., officers re-

sponded to a 2-vehicle accident on 
NC 106 at Spring and Log Cabin 
Lane.

June 25
• At 9:49 p.m., officers re-

sponded to a one-vehicle accident 
on US 64 east and Sherwood For-
est.

The Highlands Fire & Res-
cue log from June 20.

June 20
• At 10:32 a.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a call of a tree down on 
Goldmine Church Road.

June 21
• At 12:25 p.m., the dept. was 

first-responders to a residence on 
Magnolia Drive.

• At 1 p.m., the dept. responded 
to a motor vehicle accident at US 64 
west and Mirror Lake Road.

• At 3 p.m., the dept. helped a 
stranded motorist on US 64 east.

June 22
• At 8:50 p.m., the dept. was first-

responders to a residence on Kelsey 
Court.

• At 10:24 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a call of a tree on a power 
line on S. 4th Street.

• At 11:59 p.m., the dept. was 
first-responders to a residence on 
Johnwood Road.

June 23
• At 4:06 p.m., the dept. respond-

ed to a CO2 alarm at a residence on 
Flat Mountain road.

• At 7:43 p.m., the dept. was first-
responders to a residence on More-
wood Circle.

• At 9:59 p.m., the dept. respond-
ed to a fire alarm at a residence on 
Hammond Drive.

June 24
• At 5:53 a.m., the dept. respond-
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THE 
FIREWOOD COMPANY

Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn!
Here, There and Everywhere ... 

the Atlanta area, too!

828.200.3050 
bobhenritze@gmail.com • www.firewoodcompany.net

NEW LOCATION
 

1846 HWY 107N, CASHIERS
ACROSS FROM BLUE RIDGE SCHOOL

FRIDAY & SATURDAY
10 AM TO 2 PM

ALL PROCEEDS GO TO LOCAL OUTREACH
CROSSROADS LOCATION OPEN THROUGH JUNE - NEW MARKDOWNS!

 
 

CALL SKIP FOR MORE INFORMATION: 828-226-2588

ed to a call of a power line down at 
N. 4th Street and Cullasaja Dr.

• At 6:46 a.m., the dept. provid-
ed public assistance at a residence 
on Flat Mountain Road.

• At 3:50 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence on Hammond Drive.

• At 6:12 p.m., the dept. was 
first-responders to a location on S. 
4th Street.

June 25
• At 4:37 a.m., the dept. was 

first-responders to a residence on 
Walhalla Road.

• At 10:13 a.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence at VZ Top.

June 26
• At 9:02 p.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a fire alarm at a location 
on Main Street.

• At 8:46 p.m., the dept. was 
first-responders to a residence on 
Birch Point.

• At 9:33 p.m., the dept. was 
first-responders to a residence on 
Country Club Drive.

need to be set free? If  we think 
long enough, I imagine we could 
all come up with a thing or two. 
Possibly more. I know I could 
jot down a few things and I sus-

Jack Sumner and Chase Kenter 
brought home 25 pts with four 
wins and a second.  

McKim, along with Tate 
Wilson were 2022-‘23 High 
School Academic All American 
Swimmers. McKim also broke a 
team record in the 100 Butterfly 
and both a pool and team record 
in the 100 Breaststroke. Sumner 
broke a pool record in the But-
terfly, and Kenter got both a MSL 
record and a pool record in the 
Backstroke.

Penelope McRae and Jr. 
Olympian Corena Dearth scored 
23 pts with a blue ribbon and 
two seconds.  Jayce Powell and 
Jr. Olympian Tate Wilson had 22 
and 21 pts, respectively. Wilson 
broke a team record in the 200 
IM. 

AnnMarie Hinton, Miley Za-
gal and Jr. Olympian Paolo McRae 
all scored 20 pts. McRae and Za-
gal had 2 seconds, Hinton a 1st. 
Justin Powell, Elizabeth Burnette, 
Annabelle Searles, Valerie Nad-
zorau and Blake Kenter all scored 
19 pts. Kenter and Nadzorau 
each won an event, Powell had 
two 2nds, Burnette and Searles a 
blue ribbon each. Ian Batista, Ivan 
Shchelgachov, Bella Batista, Kath-
erine Wise, and Jr. Olympian Con-
ner Hughes brought home 18 pts 
each. Bella Batista won an event, 
Wise two, Hughes, Ian Batista, 
and Shchelgachov each had a 2nd 
and 3rd.

Aleks Petric and Wylie Hin-
ton won 16 pts and a 2nd each. 
Asa Garner, Bo Curcuru, Maxwell 
Basil and Stefan Halldin all scored 

15 pts. Curcuru won a race, and 
all four got a second. Michael 
Spencer had 12 pts, brother John 
Bradshaw Spencer and Agatha 
Jestin each had 9. Michael and Ag-
atha both won an event. William 
Burnette and Nicole Shchelga-
chov won 6 pts.  Kenley Birchfield 
scored 5 pts. Alyssa Atwood 4 pts, 
and Harrison McKim 2.  

Visitor Grayson Banks and 
sister Annabelle had good exhibi-
tion swims. Grayson broke a pool 
record in the IM. Margaret Cole 
had to leave due to illness.

The Highlands Hurricanes 
are a Highlands Recreation Park 
Swim Team that practices at the 
Highlands Recreation Park Pool 
on weekday evenings. For fur-
ther information please call at 
828.421.4121.

...HURRICANES continued from page 1

pect you could too. So here’s a 
thought. As we prepare for next 
week’s special community events, 
for our family gatherings and fes-
tive celebrations I simply invite 

you to join me in giving thanks 
to God for, being open to, living 
into the fullness of, and helping 
others experience, the gift of  
freedom. 



(828) 482-9374

The 
Highlands 

Barbershop
HAS MOVED!

to CASHIERS
224 107 S.

Make a right at the  
Crossroads. It’s on the 

right past the light.
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Counseling Center strives to strengthen 
families and individuals by providing 

access to quality mental health services 
regardless of financial ability.

COUNSELINGCENTER.ORG

(864) 481-0598
info@counselingcenter.org

348 S Fifth St, Highlands, NC
Peggy Crosby Center

Highlands Automotive

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

NC
Inspection

Station

Service
&

Repair

► 828-526-9325 ◄
Generators aren't just a "thing" we do, 

generators are all we do! 

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 log cabins nestled in 
the hemlocks 

on 25 acres at the base 
of Whiteside 
Mountain.

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

Mendoza Tree Expert
& Crane Service

Quality Tree Care & Removal 
18+ years

828-200-9217 • fully insured

estimates@mendozatree.com
www.mendozatree.com

We accept al l  credit cards

Grading • Lot Clearing • Retaining Wall
Driveways • Septic Placement

Call Raul 
706-982-3803 
706-970-7638
828-347-0255

valenciagrading@gmail.com

GARY GARREN
Cell: (828) 482-2370

gsgarren@gmail.com

 Downtown Office
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC

Highlandssothebysrealty.com

33

Ryan M. Bears
Branch Leader

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784

ryan.bears@allentate.com

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

JUNK
WE HAUL IT AWAY

House / Garage / Yard
Call for free estimate

 828 - 421 - 5188

• Septic Installation
• Land Clearing/Clean Up
• Driveway Install/Repair
• Gravel/Dirt/Mulch/Delivery

• Pressure Washing
• Culvert/Drainage Installs
• Sod Installation

…We Love Small Jobs!
828-655-7733

www.blueridgelandservices.com

Following Jesus makes your life 
better and makes you better at life.

Join us this Sunday
8:40am - Coffee/Nibbles

9am - Live Stream 
w/Andy Stanley

For directions call Bee at 404-307-1415.



• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing

• House Maintenance
• Drywall Repair

• Deck Repair
Quality Work • Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com

828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

Cody Hervey • 828-200-6926

References Available
Text or Call:

• Income Property Investments 
• Southeastern U.S. and beyond
• 36 Years of Satisfied Clientele
• Affiliate of KW Commercial 
 Peachtree Road, Atlanta, GA

Steve Massell
CCIM 

(404) 255-6810 • realty@massell.com

Desimir 
Petrovic

Broker

Cell: 646-315-0048
Office: 828-526-8784

desimir.petrovic@allentate.com

Carol Feuer
Licensed Home Health

Nursing Assistant

feuereva@aol.com
828-482-5167 or 904-621-7012

Highlands & Cashiers, NC
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• See CLASSIFIEDS page 30

YARD SALE
MULTI-FAMILY YARD SALE - Saturday, July 

1-2, 9a to 4p. 3099 Hwy 28 south.
WANTED
PART-TIME HOUSEKEEPER HELPER 

Tuesdays and Thursdays 8:30a-3:30p. Requirements: A 
prompt, fast and detailed worker who is trustworthy 
with 2 references. Hours may grow over time. Call 828-
342-8430. (st. 5/25)

FAMILY IN NEED OF LONG-TERM HOUS-
ING. Humble, no furniture needed. Jessi 386-406-5490. 
(st. 5/4)

FOR SALE
3 RV CLASS A SITES  at Wildflower Creek RV 

Resort. A small, secluded, mature luxury resort. Call for 
more information. 828-421-1709. (st. 10/13)

TWO VIEW LOTS FOR SALE (0.93 AC 
AND 1.17 AC) IN SHERWOOD FOREST; close 
in with easy walk to Highlands and 3 minute drive to 
downtown, paved roads, sewer permits, easy to build on; 
$239,500 each; contact SFviewlots@gmail.com (st. 3/9)

FOR LEASE
BRAND NEW TRAILERS FOR RENT. 2 bed-

rooms/2 baths $1700/month and 3 bedrooms/2 baths 
$1900/month. Between Highlands & Cashiers. Includes 
hi-speed internet, water, & washer/dryer. No dogs. In-
quires, Marcy - (706) 982-0444. (st. 5/4) 

FURNISHED 2BR 2BA COTTAGE FOR 
RENT, $2,500/mth on Lake Glenville with views and ac-
cess. New Renovation, AC, up to 6-month lease. Couple 
preferred, off Rt 107, 10 min. to Cashiers, private lane, 
available thru the Fall, flexible. Call 267-374-0446. (st. 
1/19)

COZY LAKEFRONT COT-
TAGE AVAILABLE AS OF  
APRIL 16. Fully furnished, one bedroom, one bath. Easy 
access from Highlands Road in Franklin. Ideal corporate 
or seasonal rental between Highlands and Franklin. Call 
Sarah Miller at 770-757-7500 or email sarahmilleratl@
aol.com (st. 11/23)

HELP WANTED
CHEF RICK SIMEK WITH THE ELEVATED 

KITCHEN FOOD TRUCK is looking for a couple 

•classiFieDs•
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•classiFieDs•
Friendly Cashiers/Coffee Makers, a Sous 
Chef and a Breakfast Cook. Pay depends 
on experience. Fast paced, Fun job. 828-
547-0075. (st. 5/15)

 THE GORDON CENTER FOR 
CHILDREN in Highlands, NC is seek-
ing an Executive Director to oversee 
programming and operations of its early 
childhood education center. Must be a 
team player, have good organizational and 
communication skills, and a genuine love 
for children. Bachelor of Science Degree 
in Education preferred. Part-time/Full-
time hours can be negotiated. Pay com-
mensurate with experience and educa-
tional background. Inquiries, please email: 
allisonmtate@hotmail.com (st. 6/29) 

PART TIME JOB .  Property 

Manager for Chestnut Cove Condo Assn.  
in Highlands Falls Country Club  ( 35 
units) .  Call Kris 239-331-1113  or email 
: Kris.Kaltenborn@gmail.com (st. 6/8)

WOLFGANGS RESTAURANT 
- Experienced Line Cook needed. Evening 
shift. Great Pay. Possible on-premise living. 
Call Mindy at 828-421-2211. (st. 6/1)

JOIN OUR TEAM! We’re Hiring an 
Administrative Assistant. Email resume to 

info@hchealthfnd.org.
SERVICES 
I INSTALL TILE! Eco-Friendly 

& Non-Toxic, Specializing in Shower/
Bathroom, Kitchen/ Backsplash, Entrance 
Ways/Patios/Flooring. 25yrs experience. 
Also offer grout cleaning. Licensed & 
Insured. Mike Bertone/Owner of Bertone 
Tile Design & Flooring LLC. Home: 828-
526-4943 or 321-303-7560. (7/27)

MURPHY’S PAINT CO. - interior/
exterior painting/sheetrock repair/wallpa-
per removal/log homes/decks. Insured. Free 
estimates. 828-332-0525 or 828-421-8600 
(8/24)

CAREGIVERS ALL SKILL LEV-
ELS, certified and non certified, wage $15-

$20 apply at http://www.MyChoiceHome.
Care (5/4)

H I G H L A N D S - C A S H I E R S 
HANDYMAN – Chatlos Contruction – 
Remodels, Additions, Framing, Siding, Roof-
ing, Decks, Painting. References. Insured. 
828-200-4071. (6/29) 

NEED FURNITURE MOVED OR 
ANYTHING HAULED AWAY? I can 
do it. Call or text James of Going Gone at 
828-421-2655. (3/30)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/
KEVIN VINSON: scanning photos, 
slides & negatives to CD or DVD for 
easier viewing. Video transfer to DVD. 
Everything done in house. Leave message 
at 828-526-5208.

which passed 4-1 with Shearl voting “nay,” 
county staff  was unclear if  the final bud-
get proposal addressed the solid waste fee 
changes - thus the need for Monday’s spe-
cial-called meeting. 

Macon County Solid Waste Director 
Chris Stahl’s budget request included two 
fee changes and a third amendment to an 
existing fee to include brush. 

The fee changes would not impact the 
majority of  Macon County residents, just a 
small subsection – commercial businesses 
many of  which aren’t owned by Macon 
County residents who use the station.

The first fee request regards the Trans-
fer Station in Highlands on Rich Gap Road 
where the county charges a transfer fee on 
top of  the tipping fee for commercial cus-
tomers. This is a pass-through fee based on 
the county’s costs to move that waste from 
the Transfer Station to the Landfill.  

Last year, the Board approved an in-
crease from $175 per pull, to $250 per pull. 
The county is allowed to haul 20-tons in a 
trailer per NCDOT limits. So, $175/20 = 
$8.75 per ton which is the current fee, but 
the increase is now $12.50 per ton.

The theory behind the increase is that 
the county doesn’t supplement the hauling 
costs of  commercial customers when they 
deliver waste to the landfill. Therefore, the 
county should not supplement businesses’ 
hauling costs when delivering waste to the 
transfer station. 

“If  it costs the county $12.50 per ton 
to finish carrying their waste to the landfill, 
they should pay for their portion of  that 
load,” said Stahl.  

The change would only apply to com-
mercial customers - household customers 

are still allowed to dump for free, just like 
at any convenience center. Residents with 
bulky waste that are charged a tipping fee, 
do not have the transfer fee applied.

The requested fee change would mean 
an additional $41,250 in revenue based on 
the previous 12 months. 

The second fee request was to raise the 
fee for brush/stumps or wood waste from 
$30 per ton to $35 per ton. This would be 
applicable to anyone delivering vegetative 
waste to the landfill or the Highlands Trans-
fer Station. 

According to Stahl, when the current 
fee was set, the county was paying $8 per 
ton to have woody waste ground, but the 
cost to do that now is $22 per ton for grind-
ing. The fee increase is needed to help close 
the shortfall between tipping fees received 
and the cost of  managing those operations, 
which involves more than grinding costs. 

When there was a landfill in Highlands, 
the mulch from the wood waste was utilized 
on site. Now, however, it must be transport-
ed away from the site to either the MSW 
Landfill Facility, or an alternate end-user. 

Stahl said his staff  is actively seeking 
to find alternate approved methods for use 
of  mulch as a commodity. He said should 
those efforts bear out, the Transfer Fee 
will be removed, thus making it temporary. 
Meanwhile, this change would generate an 
additional $21,500 in revenue. 

The third change would also only apply 
at the Highlands Transfer Station and is not 
a new fee, but a correction to an oversight 
made during last year’s budget process. 

The request increased the transfer fee 
for brush and stumps because that material 
has to hauled away from the site and it costs 

more than hauling trash. 
According to Stahl, it takes many man-

hours and equipment-hours to maintain 
the wood-waste areas. The piles must be 
monitored for unacceptable debris, which 
must be removed. The waste pile has to be 
pushed into windows for fire protection and 
to maintain an adequate dumping area. This 
process is then repeated for ground mulch, 
which requires even more frequent manipu-
lation to prevent spontaneous combustion. 
This fee correction would generate an ad-
ditional $20,000 in revenue. 

The Solid Waste Department operates 
as an Enterprise Fund and does not rely on 
ad valorem tax revenues for operating or 
capital expenditures. The department oper-
ates like a business within the county and 
must generate its own revenue. The two pri-
mary funding sources are user (Tipping) fees 
and Availability Fees.  

Availability Fees are on tax bills of  all 
property owners, but unlike property or fire 
taxes, everybody pays the same fee.  

That fee covers the costs related to op-
erations and services provided by the Sanita-
tion Dept. - the Transfer Station, Recycling, 
Convenience Centers - and coverd the cost 
of  handling the household waste which is 
taken at no charge. 

Without commercial fee adjustments, 
the availability fee paid by all taxpayers would 
have to be increased around $3 per property 
owner. Currently, the availability fee is a flat 
fee of  $108 for all property owners. 

Commissioner Shearl wanted the avail-
ability fee for all residents increased rather 
than increasing the commercial cost.

Highlands’ residents can use the trans-
fer station for waste disposal (household 
garbage) for free, but commercial customers 
who elect to use the Highlands Transfer Sta-

tion rather than driving from Highlands to 
the Franklin Landfill have to pay fees. 

The Solid Waste Department’s cus-
tomers most impacted by the adjustment 
would be the town of  Highlands followed 
by businesses in the building and construc-
tion industry. 

The town of  Highlands spent 
$129,892.84 in 2019-‘20 and around 
$134,000 during the last two years. 

Unfamiliar with the county’s past poli-
cies, Shearl said commercial businesses us-
ing the Highlands station would not have 
had to pay a transfer fee if  the county had 
not closed down the Highlands landfill in 
2008. He said the availability fee should 
have been increased in 2008 so all taxpayers 
would have shared the burden of  generat-
ing the multiple million dollars needed to 
keep the Highlands Transfer Station open. 

However, the closing was due to state 
regulations and had the county not closed 
it in 2008, it would have cost taxpayers mil-
lions of  dollars to keep it open. Also, due 
to capacity limits, it would have only been 
open another two years. 

While the Solid Waste Department’s 
operating budget is increased by only 0.3% 
(approximately $21,000), and keeps the 
costs tied to the two main revenue sources 
level with the current budget year, the re-
quest for some minor adjustments to two 
of  the fees were requested for FY ’23-’24.

Commissioner Josh Young, who oper-
ates a private business that frequently uses 
the Highlands Transfer Station said he un-
derstands the cost of  doing business and 
the convenience of  utilizing the facility and 
made a motion to approve the fee changes. 

The board voted to approve the fee 
changes 4-1. Commissioner Shearl again 
voted “nay.”

...RICH GAP continued from page 1
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 Ace is the Place, 

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

11

Country Club Properties
 Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals. 
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery
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K-H Park

Martin-Lipscomb 
Performing Arts Center 

(PAC)

3

Highlander 
Mountain 

House 
& 

The Ruffed 
Grouse 
Tavern

highlandermountainhouse.com

DARLENE CONLEYDARLENE CONLEY
404.427.2448

MOUNTAIN MOUNTAIN LUXURYLUXURY
Dedicated to finding the 

home you’ve always wanted.

450 N. 4th St. Highlands, NC
828-526-5522

www.highlandsproperties.com

Wei chert. 
REALTORS 

Highlands Properties 

Team RickSteve
“The Power of 2”

Trusted advisors 
providing impeccable 
personalized service

PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP/ALLEN TATE REALTORSPAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP/ALLEN TATE REALTORS

(404) 219-1349 (404) 219-1349 •• HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC

����Thi*!�
5 Offices across the plateau! 

HIGHLANDS OFFICE 225 MAIN STREET 

PAM NELLIS CELL:828-787-1895
BROKER PAMELA.NELLIS@YAHOO.COM 

Top 5% of 
Brokers 
on MLS
in 2022
(HCBOR)

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

 Local Expertise, Global Connections. 
114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706

Sheryl Wilson

Licensed in NC and GA

HATHAWAY 
BERKSHIRE 

I REALTY 
MEADOWS MOUNTAIN 

HOMESEAVICES 

MITZI RAUERS 
Broker / Luxury Collection 
Specialist 
(404) 218-9123
mitzi@bhhsmmr.com

Andrea Gabbard
20 Years Experience
c: 828.200.6742 

AndreaGabbard@
gmail.com



Pat Allen 
Broker in Charge 

#1 in the Carolinas #1 in the Country for Independent Firms #1 Small Team Company-wide 2022

Stronger together!
Sr;UT(t HCMLS (.:J R,afTrmd, 

pat@patallenrealtygroup.co
m 828.200.9179 
Main Office 
295 Dillard Road 
Highlands, NC 28741 
828.526.8784 
Julie Osborn 
Broker in Charge 
julie@patallenrealtygroup.co 
m 828.200.6165 
Wildcat Cliffs Office 
5121 Cashiers Road Highlands, NC 28741 828.526.4525 

patallenrealtygroup.com 

cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

242 S. 4th St. & Pop up 
on Main Street

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

Open Year-Round • 7 days a week
343-D Main Street • 526-4035

Open for 
Lunch & 
Dinner

11a-3:30p 
&

5:30-til?

8

9

www.wildthymegourmet.com

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

6

 5

828-526-2338

30  ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

41 Years of Fine Dining

Bistro opens at 4p
Dinner begins at 

5:30p 
Open for our 
29th season

Taste the difference, Always fresh.

474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

200
TRANSACTIONS

$225M
$1.1M

AVERAGE HOME SALES PRICE
36

REAL ESTATE BROKERS

DOWNTOWN OFFICE
114 N. 4th Street

Highlands
(828) 526.8300

CULLASAJA CLUB OFFICE
1371 Cullasaja Club Drive

Highlands
(828) 526.4104

TOTAL SALES VOLUME 2022

Per Highlands/Cashiers MLS

#1 Real Estate Firm in Highlands

Open Tues.-Sat.
5:30-9p


