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The largest selection of 

Scottish cashmere in the U.S.A.
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242 S. 4th St. • 828-526-4407
Open 7 days a week

www.mcculleys.com

• See BALLOON page 16

• See LIBRARY page 19• See FIRE page 14

Happy Valentines Day!

Chinese spy balloon 
causes stir near and far

Public shares frustration 
over book displays at library

Congressman Edwards (11th), Senator Corbin (50th), 
and  Represntative Gillespie (120th) weigh in

When the “Pennies for Pres-
ervation” campaign in St. Simon’s, 
GA - which was relayed by Mayor 
Pat Taylor in his Feb. 2 “Mayor 

on Duty” column - is replicated 
in some form here in Highlands, it 
will be on the heels of  two orga-
nizations who have been running 

with this grassroots idea for a long 
time.

Richard and Melissa Delany 

Two organizations set template for 
long-term preservation in Highlands

Area firefighters pull together to 
battle house fire in Sagee Woods

Eight area fire departments responded to a structure fire on the 200 block of Sagee Woods Drive Saturday.
- Photo by Brian O’Shea, Plateau Daily News

Eight area fire departments 
responded to a house fire on Sat-
urday afternoon on the 200 block 

of  Sagee Woods Drive that took 
days to fully extinguish.

Firefighters responded from 

departments throughout the area 
including Highlands Fire & Res-

By Brittney Lofthouse and 
Brian O’Shea

People in Macon and Jackson 
counties had eyes and cameras on 
the sky as a Chinese spy balloon 
floated across the 11th, 50th and 
120th districts on its way to the 
Atlantic Ocean off  the coast of  
South Carolina where it was shot 

down on February 4.
“This afternoon, at the di-

rection of  President Biden, U.S. 
fighter aircraft assigned to U.S. 
Northern Command successfully 
brought down the high-altitude 
surveillance balloon launched 
by and belonging to the People’s 

By Brittney Lofthouse
It was standing room only for 

the Macon County Public Library 
February meeting as residents 
signed up to speak during public 
comment period to express their 
frustration with LGTBQ book dis-
plays that they claim promote the 
sexualization of  children. 

“Today’s issue is purely about 
the library’s obsession with chil-

dren and sex as they pursue a 
destructive woke agenda,” said 
Macon County resident Jim 
Gaston, who was first to speak 
during public comment. “There 
has been blatant and purposeful 
misinformation from the library 
and news media on this issue. 
Very simply, parents and taxpay-
ers want neutrality at a public 
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Have a fishy �16 � 
Valentines. 

As mayor, I like getting 
positive feedback, all 
elected officials do, it 

makes for a good week and last 
week was a very good week. 

After writing this column 
last week, where I proposed 
a program where businesses 
collected voluntary donations 
for preservation, I received 
overwhelming and enthusiastic 
feedback. Everyone sent me 
messages stating such a pro-
gram was long overdue and 
would be great for the community and ef-
forts toward preserving this unique, beauti-
ful environment.

I have learned a lot since I wrote the 
article. 

Let me share with you what I have 
learned and what I believe should be the 
next steps toward implementation.

Surprisingly, two business leaders sent 
emails informing me their businesses were 
already doing a similar program. Richard 
Delany of  OEI told me they had been col-
lecting donations from customers for quite 
a while, and they send the money to the 
Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust. George 

Powell, the creator and owner 
of  Highlands Aerial Park told 
me that they have also been col-
lecting donations for support of  
the land trust.

The added good news of  
the OEI and Highland Aerial 
Park efforts is that we have a 
foundation of  key businesses on 
which to build this preservation 
program. I envision other hospi-
tality businesses becoming a part 
of  the effort. Restaurants would 
be key venues, as well as hotels 

and motels. STR operators may also want 
to participate as well as the folks in Cashiers.

I also believe the program must be 
focused entirely on preservation. I had 
lunch this past week with Carlton King, 
the chairperson of  the Highlands-Cashiers 
Land Trust Board of  Directors. Carlton 
was also enthusiastic about the program, 
which would support their preservation ef-
forts. He stressed that the land trust holds 
over 3,000 acres of  beautiful, undisturbed 
land in their care and trust. While the High-
lands-Cashiers Land Trust is committed to 
acquiring more land to be put into preserva-
tion easements, Carlton stressed there were 
considerable costs for continually managing 
and caring for the land they hold in trust.

Their staff  is not only engaged in ac-
quisition efforts, but they are also involved 
in maintenance, education, and research 
initiatives across the Highlands-Cashiers 
Plateau and in other areas in the local West-
ern Carolina region. Simply put, once the 
Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust acquires a 
property, that is only the beginning of  its 
ongoing preservation commitment.

The next question is, how does the 
community implement the program? I 
have my ideas about the shape and form 
of  the program. For instance, I think the 
name should be A Dollar for Preservation, 
not pennies. But broad community input 
is needed. Businesses and their insights are 
keys to the success of  the program. 

In the coming weeks, I will reach out to 
community leaders about how to proceed. 
A community meeting, or meetings, will be 
an important step in the process. Perhaps 
a committee of  business and community 

How about ‘$1 for Preservation?’
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This Valentine’s Day, Tuesday, February 14, Old Edwards Inn & Spa gives 
you a full weekend to celebrate. Bring someone special and enjoy the 

VIP treatment on February 10, 11, & 14.

view details

FEBRUARY 10 - 14

AT O L D  E D WA R D S



• See INVESTING page 8

Page 4 - Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., Feb. 9, 2023 - 828-200-1371

•Investing at 4,118 Ft• 

Read 
Highlands Newspaper for free from everywhere ... on the street or 

on the web.
Go to www.highlandsinfo.com. Click on Local News.

Delivered and uploaded every Thursday AM
for advertising information, email

highlandeditor@aol.com or call 828-200-1371
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Estate Lot For SaleEstate Lot For Sale
Downtown HighlandsDowntown Highlands

$495,000 • WilsonRoadHNC.com

Walk to everything or divide into 5 lots

Andrea Gabbard
Top 5% of the MLS in 2022 

(HCBOR) 
c: 828.200.6742 

AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

16 ACRES with WATERFALL, STREAM , TROUT POND 
AND BARN (Horses Allowed)

191 N. Hollow, Cashiers 
In GlenCove - membership not required 

Offered for $3,999,999

Jeannie Chambers
Chambers Realty 
& Vacation Rentals

Love is… 

People have been spouting 
quotes about love since 
the beginning of  time. 

There’s no better time than the 
week of  Valentine’s Day to delve 
into some of  these quotes and 
discover how they pertain to 
you, your home, and your com-
munity.  

“Look your best. Who says love 
is blind?” 

~ Mae West  
Who knew Mae West was 

such a philosopher? We’ve all 
heard beauty is only skin deep, 
but I bet she knew a little bit about attraction 
and face it, looking your best is a big part of  
being attracted to someone…or something. 
What about a home or a community? Don’t 
we try our best to “dress-up” the town so 
visitors will be attracted to our community? 
Gone are the days when a Realtor can snap 
one or two pictures of  a home of  a new list-
ing. Look at VRBO, Airbnb, Zillow and any 
other site meant to entice, and you will see a 
whole photo album, including drone and vi-
gnette shots. Love isn’t blind for sure, but in 
today’s world, it’s imperative to show look-
ers to “see themselves” in a home.  

“Love the one you’re with.” 
~Stephen Stills  

Now, this one is subjective, for sure, 
but think about that phrase when it comes 
to a home. Love the home you’re in. Today’s 
social media influence would have one think 
that no one is happy with their home. Just 
check TikTok or Instagram for a short dem-
onstration on ‘how easy’ it is to paint, make 
furniture, repurpose most anything you 
have. Maintenance is necessary, but not all 
improvements are.  

“I think tolerance and acceptance and love is 
something that feeds every community.” 

~Lady Gaga  
I think she’s on to something, why 

didn’t we all think of  that. Oh wait, we have, 
but we need to do a better job of  connect-
ing the dots of  doing all three. We have non-
profits and churches in our community who 
work hard at this.  

“Our house is a very, very, very fine house, 
with two cats in the yard, life used to be so hard.”

~Crosby, Stills, Nash & Young.”  
Love your home like this. We live in 

what used to be referred to as retirement 
community because retirees bought homes 
here to stay for the summer. That has been 

evolving over the last 20-25 
years, and some people can’t or 
won’t adjust. There are some 
very, very, very fine homes here, 
and some of  those homes are 
permanent residences while oth-
ers are seasonal homes, and oth-
ers were bought as “biding my 
time” homes, homes used as va-
cation rentals when the property 
owners can’t be here themselves. 
Their intent to retire here, or at 
the very least, to spend six-eight 
months a year here-remain to be 
seen. Most will sell before that 

ever happens for multitudes of  reasons 
when life throws those curveballs.  

“You can have more than one home, you can 
carry your roots with you, and decide where they 
grow.” 

~ Henning Mankell  
As already mentioned, many property 

owners have found it easy to ‘pull up their 
roots’ and start over here, others thought 
it sounded like a good idea, but after a few 
years, move on to other places. You can 
love your home wherever you are.  

“Where we love is home-home that our feet 
may leave, but not our hearts.”  

~Oliver Wendell Holmes, Sr.  
This is so evident when newcomers 

come to our community. They fall in love 
with what is here, but after a while, they 
yearn to make changes, either to return the 
community the way it was 50 years ago or 
go completely in the other direction. We all 
yearn for the simplicity of  days-gone-by, 
but we forget, if  we really went back to the 
way-it-was, it would mean erasing all the 
improvements to which we’ve grown ac-
customed.  

“The ache for home lives in all of  us.”
~Maya Angelou  

We all want a home. We all want to be 
a part of  a community that knows when to 
wrap us up and love on us a bit, but at the 
same time, one that knows when to loosen 
the wrap so as not to smother its members. 
Everybody deserves to have a home to call 
their own, either through ownership or as 
a rental.  

“For where your treasure is, there will your 
heart be also.” 

~Matthew 6:21  
This is where the vision of  a com-

munity comes in. Since it’s impossible to 

leaders and land trust representatives could 
address key issues such as communication 
to the public, program design and collection 
of  donations, and distribution of  funds.

As I stated in my first column, this 

should not be a top-down government pro-
gram but rather a grassroots, community-
driven initiative. Highlands and Cashiers 
have talented people with the expertise and 
energy to make this program a reality.
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The numbers add up.
So do the sales.

Find out what we can do for you.
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•Highlands Dining•

visit highlandsburritos.com

Hours
Open Mon-Sat: 11a-3p 

Closed Sundays
Online Ordering Available and

NOW SERVING MARGARITAS!

highlandermountainhouse.com

For Hours and to order on line go to:
SweetTreatsHighlands.com

Corner of 4th & Main • 115 S. 4th Street | 828-526-9632

Craft Ice Cream & 
Hand-Crafted 
Sandwiches

Fast & Fresh Family Food

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
& Highlander Mountain House 

highlandermountainhouse.com
290 Main Street • Highlands • 828-526-2590

BREAKFAST:
Complimentary 
muffins & coffee 
for hotel guests 

LUNCH: 
Friday.•11:30a - 2:30p 

DINNER: 
Thurs.-Sat. • 5:30-9p

BRUNCH:
Sat & Sun 10a - 3p

Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p • Sun. 11a to 7p 
Closed Tuesdays

828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

Asia HouseAsia House
Japanese • Asian• Thai Cuisine

828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900

151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

CLOSED 
until March

Lunch 12-3p • Dinner 4:30 - 9:30p 
Closed Wednesdays

Read Highlands  
Newspaper for free from 

everywhere ... on the 
street or on the web.

Go to www.highlandsinfo.com. 
Click on Local News. 

Delivered and uploaded 
every Thursday AM
To advertise, email

highlandseditor@aol.com

Choose your Valentine’s 
Favorites at Dusty’s 

6 oz. or 8 oz. Filets Petite or 
3oz. Crab Cakes 

1/2 lb P/D Shrimp 
4-5 oz Lobster Tail
Potato au Gratin

Rolls 
Chocolate Dream Cake 

You’re the Chef! 
While Supplies Last!! 

828-526-2762
REOPENING

Thursday, February 16
Thank you for your wonderful support  

during our 28th season.



Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round
Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar

Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Open 
6 days a week

(Closed Wed and 
for dinner on Sunday)

Lunch: 11a-3:30p 
Dinner: 

5:30p - until
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 Dining•
•Obituary• 

208 N. 5th St. • Village Square
Highlands • (828) 305-7509

Modern Fast Food & 
Courtyard Market

Offering hot & cold sandwiches, Offering hot & cold sandwiches, 
bakery items, daily soups all freshly bakery items, daily soups all freshly 

made and ready for pick up.made and ready for pick up.

Leigh Anne Wilson, 61, of  Highlands, 
passed away on Thursday, February 2, 2023.

Born in Highlands, NC, she was the 
daughter of  the late William “Bill” and An-
nie Belle Lamb Wilson. In addition to her 
parents, she was preceded in death by her 
husband, David Stanley, and siblings, Wil-
lene Robinson, Wilma Fendley, and Edward 
Wilson. Leigh Anne enjoyed crocheting and 
working security at the Cullasaja Country 
Club.

She is survived by her daughter, Ahzah 
Kennemore of  Franklin, NC; grandson, 
Brantley McCall of  Franklin, NC; one broth-

er, Gary Wilson of  Highlands, NC; and two 
sisters, Marcia Chastain of  Highlands, and 
Rose Burkett of  Central, SC.  Numerous 
nieces, nephews and cousins also survive.

A celebration of  life will be at a later 
date.

In lieu of  flowers memorials can be 
made to Macon Funeral Home, 261 Iotla St, 
Franklin, NC 28734 or Appalachian Animal 
Rescue, PO Box 81, Franklin, NC  28744.

Online condolences can be made at 
www.maconfuneralhome.com.

Macon Funeral Home is handling the 
arrangements.

Leigh Anne Wilson

There will be a Memorial Service for Chris Alley at 1:30pm 
Sunday, February 19, 2023 in the Historic Chapel, Episco-

Memorial Service for Chris Alley
pal Church of   the Incarnation, Highlands NC; followed by 
3pm Mountaintop Service at Sunset Rock Overlook.

JK Coward

Town takes steps to hire new attorney
Once the Town Attorney JK Coward 

announced his retirement on Jan. 26, the 
Town Board wasted no time outlining a plan 
to pursue candidates.

At a Special Town Board Friday, Feb. 3, 
with the help of  Town Manager Josh Ward, 
commissioners discussed what the town 
needs in an attorney based on current re-
quirements.

It was decided that a Town Attorney’s 
duties would now include presiding over the 
Zoning Board of  Adjustment as well as the 
Town Board.

Ward said variances are the issues the 
Zoning Board is usually concerned about but 
now that Special Use Permits are needed for Short-term 
Rentals and Tourist Homes, those, too, will be heard by the 
Zoning Board.

Interestingly, now that Zoom has come into play, it’s no 
longer necessary for the Town Attorney to appear in person 
at Town Board meetings and now the Zoning Board.

That means the town won’t have to pay travel fees and 
it can look farther away than in has in the past for candidates.

“I would like to keep candidates ‘local’ but it would be 
OK to cast a wider net,” said Commissioner Amy Patter-
son. “But we should want a firm in or familiar with Western 
North Carolina and maybe someone versed in land use.”

She said there are issues germane to Western North 
Carolina that are not important in the Piedmont.

Ward said some attorneys with Poyner Spruill, the firm 
that is representing the town regarding short-term rental is-
sues, said they would be interested in being considered.

Commissioners agreed there would be benefits to hav-

ing a large firm with resources and specialties 
because the town wouldn’t have to search 
for an outside attorney when expertise in a 
special area is needed.

But Commissioner John Dotson was 
clear.

“If  we go with a candidate in a large 
firm, we don’t want the firm to be the at-
torney. We want the attorney to be our at-
torney,” he said. “If  he or she leaves the firm 
for whatever reason, we want the option of  
going with him or her.”

Ward presented 34 questions candidates 
would be asked to answer including previous 
experience, education, interest in NC Local 

Government law, knowledge of  NC zoning laws, knowl-
edge of  ABC laws, knowledge of  NC statutes regarding 
municipalities, fees, amount of  a retainer, terms, and more.

The ad that will run in various applications will include 
verbiage along these lines, “The board is seeking to fill a 
vacancy being left by the current contract attorney who has 
served in this capacity for the past 9+ years, and the board 
is seeking counsel with considerable local government ex-
perience who will attend Town Board and Zoning Board 
meetings.”

According to Commissioner Patterson, Coward’s rea-
son for resigning was to begin downsizing his responsibili-
ties so he can retire soon with the hopes of  traveling.

Patterson also said he probably wanted to resign be-
fore his case load included the lawsuits the town is likely to 
be involved with down the pike, as disengaging from them 
would be difficult.

- Kim Lewicki
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•Ink Penn•

Kathy Manos Penn

ALL ABOUT BOOKS
...INVESTING
 continued from page 4

Want an award-winning
real estate experience?

Use an award winning 
real estate expert.

Teresa ranks in the 
top 3% of BHHS global 

network agents!

Historical fantasy or romance fantasy?

Two recent reads had me 
asking myself  how best 
to describe them to my 

readers. If  you google fiction 
genres, you will find anywhere 
from five basic genres to hun-
dreds. One list I found includ-
ed Action, Comedy, Drama, 
Fantasy, Horror, Mystery, Ro-
mance, and Thriller. But those 
categories aren’t enough for 
most of  us. 

Naturally, I turned to Am-
azon because they’ve added a 
gazillion genres to the shorter 
lists I’m most familiar with. 
For example, my series falls into the mystery 
genre at a high level, but there are twelve 
subgenres beneath it, and my books fit in 
the cozy mystery subgenre.

The books below are both listed as 
Historical Fantasy on Amazon and the first 
one is ranked as a #1 Bestseller in three 
genres: Romance Literary Fiction, Roman-
tic Fantasy, and Historical Fantasy. The sec-
ond is categorized as Time Travel Fiction, 
Science Fiction Adventures, and Historical 
Fantasy. So, they’re the same but different. 
The first is a more somber tale. The second 
is an adventure. The good news is I enjoyed 
them both. 

The Invisible Life of  Addie LaRue
by V. E. Schwab

Wow! Just wow! I couldn’t put this 
one down, and I can see why it is described 
as a genre-defying tale. It starts in 1714 in 
France, where young Adeline LaRue makes 
a deal with the devil. She will live forever, 
but no one will remember her. 

For over three hundred years, she lives 
a sometimes miserable and at other times 
thrilling existence. Every year, the devil 
visits her, asking if  she’s ready yet to give 
up her soul. Like Faustus, that’s what he’s 
after. And every year, she turns him down, 
though, in the bleakest times, it’s tempting 
to say yes.

Does she find romance? Well yes, 
but her partners are destined to forget her 
by the next day. Until, as you can read on 
the book jacket, she finds someone who 
doesn’t—in 2014. The story unfolds as she 
witnesses history, the good and the bad. 
Her meetings with Luc, the name she gives 

her devil, evolve and change 
through the years. Sometimes 
he is enchanting and at others 
threatening.

As Luc would say, “I will 
tell you no more.” Seriously, 
the language is a treat. Read 
it for the history lessons and 
the romance and the beauti-
ful writing. If  that is, you like 
Historical Fantasy or Roman-
tic Fantasy.

Lies, Damned Lies, 
and History

by Jodi Taylor
This is book seven in 

the Chronicles of  St. Mary’s series and is 
as entertaining as the first six. I’m happy to 
report there are thirteen books in the se-
ries with a fourteenth coming out this year.  
Since I’m not a binge reader, they should 
keep me entertained for at least a few years. 

One reviewer describes the series as 
“a wild mix of  history, adventure, comedy, 
romance, tragedy, and anything else the 
author could think of.” No wonder it falls 
into Historical Fantasy and Science Fiction 
genres. Science fiction lovers will get a kick 
from the pods that travel through history 
landing in places like Thermopylae and 
Troy and Merlin’s cave. 

The job of  the characters manning the 
pods is to investigate and document histo-
ry—to get the real story. As in any good se-
ries, the relationships among the characters 
are half  the fun.  Maybe more than half. 
And, yes, there’s a bit of  romance thrown 
in too. There’s history, danger, conflict, and 
humor—lots of  humor—mixed with pure 
farce. I am always delighted by witty dia-
logue, and this series is filled with it. Maybe 
one of  these days, I’ll count the number of  
double entendres. Rollicking seems to be 
one of  my favorite words as of  late, and 
it aptly describes this book. It’s rollicking 
good fun!

• Award-winning author Kathy Manos 
Penn is a Georgia resident. Find her cozy myster-
ies at Shakespeare &  Company in Highlands, 
Franklin Office Supply & Gifts, and on Ama-
zon. Contact her at inkpenn119@gmail.com, and 
follow her on Facebook, www.facebook.com/Kathy-
ManosPennAuthor/. 

see inside someone’s heart, we are tasked 
to look at their actions and hear the words 
that come out of  their mouths. We all know 
people who talk pretty but act ugly. It’s a 
learned trait for us to accept that kind of  
behavior, and one that can be unlearned.  As 
for a home’s worth, our treasure -- home 
ownership is one of  the most significant in-
vestments we will ever make, and a prudent 
homeowner will make the best use of  their 
property. In real estate, when appraisers look 
at a home, one of  the things they look for is 
the highest and best use of  the property.  

 “There’s no place like home.” 
~Dorothy (through the words of  

L. Frank Baum)  
How often have we said, “Oh, if  I 

could click my heels three times…” We 
must remind ourselves that if  we try hard 
enough, we will see that we’re already home.  

Tell someone you love them, and Hap-
py Valentine’s Week
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•HS Sports•

Julie Osborn 828-200-6165 
Pat Allen 828-200-9179

FALL IN LOVE WITH THIS COZY CABIN IN THE WOODS

OFFERED FOR $769,000

Rustic feeling and elegantly designed, the 
residence at 120 Coxe Lane emulates a Joe Webb 
cabin feel but flows more comfortably like a 
cottage. Sitting on bountiful 2.87 acres of almost 
all flat land, it has been lovingly restored and 
improved with two additions made to the original 
cabin to improve the flow and size of the “all on 
one level” home. Multiple areas inside and out 
designed to take in the natural surroundings and 
provide a peaceful place for all to unwind.

Come enjoy the special quality of life that leads so 
many people to our area!

120 Coxe Lane, Highlands, NC 28741 
MLS #101017

fall in love

HS Varsity Swim Team makes Highlands proud at regionals
McKim qualifies for State Championship   

Steve Hott, Head Coach
HS Varsity Swimming and Diving

On Saturday, Feb. 4, all six of  the 
Highlands Varsity Swim Team traveled to 
the 1A&2A NC West Regional Champion-
ships in Charlotte.

There are 109 1A and 2A school in 
the NC West Region -- 54 of  them the 
larger 2A schools.

The 1A Highlands boys finished 18th. 
The overall team 23rd.

The Highlanders were led by fresh-
man Breaststroke/Freestyler Aniah Mc-
Kim who qualified for state’s in the 100 
breaststroke.  He finished 11th in that race.

The relay team of  sophomore 
Finneaus Garner, McKim, freshmen Con-
ner Hughes and Paolo McCrae scored 
11th, 12th, and 15th in the 200 Medley, 
400 and 200 freestyle relays respectively.  

They improved on their seed time in all 
three. Hughes dropped 12 seconds in his 
100 butterfly and got 14th.  Garner swam a 
24.06 in the 50 free (possibly his 2nd fastest 
career swim).  

Of  special note, McRae did especially 
well though swimming with a taped ankle 
and recovering from a rolled ankle suffered 
at a Highlands Basketball game the night 
before. First year swimmer Freshman Jesus 
Mendoza made the trip as 1st alternate for 
all three relays and was on hand as a backup.

Freshman Tate Wilson dropped 15 
seconds off  of  her 500 freestyle time and 
finished 19th.

McKim is scheduled to compete in the 
2023 1A&2A NC Swimming State Champi-
onships on Thursday, February 9 at the Tri-
angle Aquatics Center (TAC) in Cary, NC.

From left: Conner Hughes, Paolo McRae, Jesus Mendoza, Aniah McKim, Finneaus Garner, Coach Steve Hott, and Tate Wilson.
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ICE RINK SCHEDULE 
(Through March 5)

• Thursday: 3:30-8 p.m.; Friday 3:30-
10pm; Saturday1-10pm; Sunday1-5pm. $5 
for skate rental & skating 

THE POOL IS OPEN
Rec Pool Hours EXTENDED
• Public Swim: Mon.-Wed. 3:30-7p; 

Sat. 11a-6p; Sun. 1-6p. Adult Swim: Mon.-
Wed. 11a-3:30p and Thurs. and Fri., 11a-
2p. Lap Swim: Mon-Fri 6a-9:45a and Sat. 
10-11a. Water Aerobics: Mon.-Fri. 10-11a. 
828-526-1595.

Second Mondays
• The local chapter of PEO, an off-

campus sorority founded in the 1800s 
that provides grants and loans to women 
with financial need who want to return 
to school or further their education 
meets at 10 a.m. More meeting places 
call president Paula McDonald at 706-
372-3004 

1st Tuesdays
• Indivisible Highlands fraom 5-6:30 

pm at the Hudson Library. 
2nd Tuesdays
• Highlands Writers Group meets 

on alternate Tuesday afternoons at 3pm. 
Writers still uncomfortable with in-per-
son gatherings may participate via Zoom 
meetings held on the second or third 
Tuesday of each month at 3pm. Members 
receive weekly notification regarding 
when and how the group will assemble. 
For more information contact Bud Katz 
at either 828-526-3190 or at budan-
dlynn@me.com 

Tuesdays
• Strength Training 8:15-9:15am. 

Aim for strong, lean muscles using light 
weights, body weight, and high repetition 
to shape and tone. 

Mon-Fri
• Water Aerobics 18 years plus 10-

11am. Contact the Recreation Depart-
ment at 828-526-3556 for more infor-
mation.

• Pickle Ball inside and outside. 
10am-1pm, everyone is welcome so 
come out and enjoy a game of Pickle Ball.

Mon., Tues., Thurs.
• The Food Pantry behind the Meth-

•Highlands Events•
odist Church on Spring Street is open 
from 10a to 6p.

Mon. & Wed.
• New Mobility Class with Anna Nor-

ton It’s all about movement. 5:30-6:30pm 
and Wednesday 6:45-7:45. For more in-
formation, call Anna 267-825-0716.

Mon, Wed, Fri
• Heart Healthy Exercise Class 8:30-

9:30am. $25 a month, The class is led by 
Cathy Hodgson. Contact the Recreation 
Department at 828-526-3556 for more 
information.

• Aerobics w/Tina Rogers 8-9a. Con-
tact the Recreation Department at 828-
526-3556 for more info.

Tues. & Thurs.
• New Zumba class with Gay Chal-

pin from 4:30-5:30p. Contact the Recre-
ation Department at 828-526-3556 for 
more information.

• Exercise Class with Michelle Lane 
at 5:30. A combination class with different 
types of exercise. Contact the Recreation 
Department at 828-526-3556 for more 
information

First Wednesdays
Hudson Library, in partnership with 

VAYA Health, is hosting an educational se-
ries on adult mental health, at 11:00 AM. 
This series is aimed particularly at older 
adults and will focus on mental health is-
sues of particular interest to them. The 
February 1 program is PTSD: Healing the 
Emotional Wound. 

Wednesdays
• ESL classes are held at the Pres-

byterian Church in Highlands from 5:30-
6:30pm. No registration required – just 
show up and participate. Questions? Visit 
www.maconncliteracy.org, call 828-526 – 
0863 or email info@maconncliteracy.org

 Thursdays
• Kickboxing 8:15-9:15am. An exhila-

rating and fun mix of martial arts for a 
calorie-burning workout. Contact the 
Recreation Department at 828-526-3556 
for more information.

• At Hudson Library, Kids Zone at 
3:30 pm with a wide variety of STEAM, 
nature, and craft activities.For more in-
formation about any of these summer 

• Incredible Views
• Par 72 Championship Course  

stretching 6,900 yards of Peaks and Valleys
• Open Daily, • Year-Round • Public Golf 

2 hrs. northeast of Atlanta • 20 Minutes from Highlands, NC
For Tee Times, Membership Information or Event Rentals, 

please call 706-746-5302 
www.skyvalleycountryclub.com

 The Coolest Golf Course  
in Georgia 
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468 Carolina Way • Highlands
(Between N. 4th & N. 5th)

828-526-3909

~Home Decor
~Gifts

~Jewelry
~ Original Art Work

Yard Art 
Open for pickup & delivery

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

•Highlands Area Events•
activities, contact Hudson Library at 828-
526-3031.

2nd Saturdays
• The Western North Carolina 

Woodturners Club meets in Highlands at 
The Bascom at 10 a.m. March thru No-
vember.

3rd Saturdays
• The American Legion Post 370 

meets at the First Methodist Church at 
315 Main Street in their Community 
Room/909 Chapel. We serve breakfast 
at 9am and hold our monthly meeting at 
10amWe invite ALL Veterans to attend. 
Contact Ed McCloskey, Commander for 
any information @828-787-1660.

• At the Rec Park, Senior Lunches 
noon in the meeting room. For any other 
information call Lester Norris or Maxine 
Ramey at 828-526-3556.

Through Tues. Feb. 14
• Old Edwards offers an array of 

heart-warming delights to make the cel-
ebration special and stress free. Sip on his 
and hers speciality cocktails while listen-
ing to live music in Hummingbird Lounge. 
Reserve an intimate table for two at Madi-
son’s Restaurant to indulge in the chef’s 
specialties created just for the occasion. 
In the Spa at Old Edwards, relax with a 
couple’s massage including rose petals and 
champagne. Put a sparkle in her eyes with 
a visit to the jewelry counter at Acorns 
where you’ll enjoy 10-30% off selected 
pieces February 1 through the 14. Plan 
now for your more-love-less-stress Valen-
tine’s Celebration at Old Edwards by call-
ing 828-526-8008. 

Wed. ,Feb. 8, 15, and 22
At The Bascom at 3:30-5 p.m., Febru-

ary Youth Pottery:  Houses and Automo-
biles. Ages 5 and up. $120.

Thurs., Feb. 9
• Chamber Chats at the Highlands 

Community Building on Poplar Street 
from 8:30-9:30 a.m. Light breakfast with 
coffee and tea. For more information and 
to RSVP contact Colleen Kerrigan at busi-
nessservices@highlandschamber.org or 
call 828-526-5841.

Sat., Feb. 11
• Girl Scout cookies are available for 

sale at 4118 Kitchen in Highlands Plaza 
from 12-4p.

• Mystery Book Club meeting at 
Shakespeare & Co., in Village Square at 2 
p.m. Cathy Pickens, the Carolinas’ Queen 
of Crim and Shakespeare & Co.’s writer-
in-residence will host the meeting. Re-
freshments by The Secret Garden. Snow 
date is Sat., Feb. 18.

Thurs., Feb. 16
• African Drumming at Macon Coun-

ty Public Library on Siler Road. Celebrate 
Black History Month with an evening of 
interactive West African drumming Thurs-
day, at 6:30 p.m., in the Macon County Pub-
lic Library Great Room. Music educator 
Fonziba Koster, who has presented drum-
ming and culture workshops to thousands 
over the last 25 years, brings 30 authentic 
West African Jembe drums for a hands-
on drumming experience. Attendees are 
invited to bring a drum if they have one. 
People of all ages are welcome. The event 
is free; donations will be accepted to sup-
port Artists-in-the-Schools. The Library 
is at 149 Siler Farm Road, Franklin, with 

lighted parking and wheelchair access. This 
program is produced by the Arts Council 
of Macon County; for information phone 
828-524-ARTS or email arts4all@dnet.
net. 

Fri., & Sat., Feb. 17 & 18
• Early Bird Strolls” from 9-10 a.m.. 

Birders of all skill levels can meet at the 
North Campus of the Highlands Biologi-
cal Station (111 Lower Lake Road) for an 
introduction to the Great Backyard Bird 
Count before taking a walk around cam-
pus to find our feathered friends. Binocu-
lars will be provided.

Sat., Feb. 18
• At the Nature Center, Great Back-

yard Bird Count 3-5 p.m.  Borrow child-
sized binoculars to spot birds around Lin-
denwood Lake, go on a scavenger hunt in 
the Botanical Garden, and learn how sci-
entists need our help to count the birds in 
our backyards. Free.

Wed., Feb. 22
• African Drumming at Albert Carl-

ton Cashiers Community Library. Cele-

First ‘Mystery Book Club’ meeting is 
Sat., Feb. 11 

Cathy Pickens, the Carolinas’ 
Queen of Crime — and 

Shakespeare & Co. 
writer-in-residence — will host 

the first meeting of our Mystery 
Book Club on Saturday, Feb. 11 

at 2pm. 
Refreshments from 
the Secret Garden. 

(Snow date is Sat., Feb. 18.)

Open Weekdays (Mon, Thurs, Fri)11:30a-4:30p; Saturdays 11a-5p
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@ 4118’

Thank you to everyone who made 2023 Snow Fest @ 4118 

Snow much fun,
especially:

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Meadows Mountain Realty

Highlands Police Department

Lester Norris, Highlands Recreational Park

Mountaintop Rotary Club of Highlands

Town of Highlands

And all who attended!

visithighlandsnc.comSnow Fest @ 4118 was made possible by the 
Highlands Chamber of Commerce/Visit Highlands, NC.

brate Black History Month with 
an evening of interactive West 
African drumming 5:30-6:30 
p.m., in the Fonziba Koster, who 
has presented drumming and 
culture workshops to thousands 
over the last 25 years, brings 30 
authentic West African Jembe 
drums for a hands-on drum-
ming experience. Attendees are 
invited to bring a drum if they 
have one. People of all ages are 
welcome. The event is free; do-
nations will be accepted to sup-
port Artists-in-the-Schools. This 
program is produced by the 
Arts Council of Macon County; 
for information phone 828-524-
ARTS or email arts4all@dnet.
net. 

Thurs., Feb. 23
• At The Bascom at 5 p.m.,  

free Winter Exhibition Recep-
tion.

Sat., Feb. 25
• Girl Scout cookies are 

available for sale at Highlands 
Wine Shoppe at Main and 3rd 
streets from 12-4p.

• At Hudson Library, In 
partnership with Albert Carlton 
Cashiers Community Library, 
they will be staging “An Evening 
of Murder, Mystery, & Dinner” 
on Saturday. Using their best 
detective skills, participants will 
be asked to solve a spine-chilling 
mystery while they share a pot-
luck meal (along with clues and 
gossip)at 5 p.m. Everyone will 
come onto the scene in char-
acter and in costume.The case 
should be closed in 3 hours. 
Space is limited and places will 
be available on a first-come/
first-served basis.  This special 
event is open to the public and 
free of charge.

• At the Highlander Moun-
tain House on Main and 3rd 
streets,  A family style dinner 
experience by notable Chef, Ju-

lia Jaksic, followed by an intimate 
music performance by song-
stress, Jessie Baylin. Festivities be-
gin at 7 p.m. Go to https://www.
eventbrite.com/e/dinner-and-a-
show-tickets-520874879787?aff
=ebdsoporgprofile for tickets.

Thurs., March 2
• African Drumming at the 

Hudson Library. Celebrate Black 
History Month with an after-
noon of interactive West African 
drumming Thursday, 3:30-4:30 
p.m., Music educator Fonziba 
Koster, who has presented drum-
ming and culture workshops to 
thousands over the last 25 years, 
brings 30 authentic West Afri-
can Jembe drums for a hands-on 
drumming experience. Attendees 
are invited to bring a drum if they 
have one. People of all ages are 
welcome. The event is free; do-
nations will be accepted to sup-
port Artists-in-the-Schools. This 
program is produced by the Arts 

Council of Macon County; for in-
formation phone 828-524-ARTS 
or email arts4all@dnet.net. 

Sat., March 4
• Girl Scout cookies are 

available for sale at 4118 Kitchen 
in Highlands Plaza from 12-4p.

Thurs., March 9 
• Chamber Chats at the 

Highlands Community Building 
on Poplar Street from 8:30-9:30 
a.m. Light breakfast with coffee 
and tea. To RSVP contact Colleen 
Kerrigan at businessservices@
highlandschamber.org or call 
828-526-5841.

Fri., March 24
• At PAC, Rhythm of the 

Dance. For tickets, email high-
landspacnc@gmail.com

Sun., May 14
• At PAC, Steep Canyon 

Rangers. For tickets, email high-
landspacnc@gmail.com.

June 23-July 8
“Jersey Boys” at Mountain 

Theatre Company now in resi-
dence at the Performing Arts 
Center on Chestnut Street. For 
tickets go to www.mountain-
theatre.com

July 28-Aug. 19
“Rock of Ages” at Moun-

tain Theatre Company now in 
residence at the Performing 
Arts Center on Chestnut Street 
For tickets go to www.moun-
taintheatre.com.

Oct. 6-28
“The Rocky Horror Show” 

at Mountain Theatre Company 
now in residence at the Per-
forming Arts Center on Chest-
nut Street. For tickets go to 
www.mountaintheatre.com.

Dec. 8-24
“Home of the Holidays” 

at Mountain Theatre Company 
now in residence at the Per-
forming Arts Center on Chest-
nut Street. For tickets go to 
www.mountaintheatre.com.
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Highlands Mercantile is closed for remodeling Highlands Mercantile is closed for remodeling 
Grand reopening just in time for Valentines Grand reopening just in time for Valentines 

Fine goods for your family and home.
Books • Chocolates • Coffee • Gifts • Linens • Skincare

•Business/Organization News• THE 
FIREWOOD COMPANY

bobhenritze@gmail.com 
www.firewoodcompany.net

828.200.3050

Life is about to get even 
harder for low-income people 
who depend on Food and Nu-
trition Services, better known as 
SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program) or “food 
stamps” to feed themselves and 
their families.

Beginning in March, North 
Carolina households will no lon-
ger receive additional emergency 
allotments of  food stamps, reduc-
ing the total monthly amount by 
$95 or more per household.

Monthly emergency allot-
ment payments began during the 
pandemic in 2020 with the onset 
of  the COVID-19. Now those 
additional allotments are being 
rolled back. According to NC 
Health and Human Services, the 
average benefit per person per 
day will decrease from $8.12 to 
$5.45. They estimate that an av-
erage of  900,000 North Carolina 
households received FNS emer-
gency allotments since March of  
2020.

Pisgah Legal Services COO 
Jaclyn Kiger says, “We expect that 
thousands more people in West-
ern North Carolina (WNC) will 
be experiencing food insecurity 
in the coming months with food 
costs rising and benefits decreas-
ing. People living in poverty are 
struggling to feed themselves and 
their families now and it’s only go-
ing to get worse when benefits are 
cut significantly in March.”

MANNA FoodBank CEO 
Dr. Claire Neal says, “We are 
working hard with our partner 
food pantries across the region to 
help meet the tremendous need. 
These cuts to food stamps go into 
effect in just a few weeks, and we 
want to get the word out now so 
that folks can prepare and reach 
out for help if  they need it.”

Nonprofits Pisgah Legal Ser-
vices and MANNA FoodBank 
encourage local people in need to 

Nonprofits warn of upcoming cuts to Food Stamps 
as special pandemic protections come to an end
Pisgah Legal Services and MANNA FoodBank offer resources, steps to take now

take the following steps now:
Make Sure Your Contact Infor-

mation is Current
For households receiving 

food stamps, contact your county’s 
Department of  Social Services 
(DSS) and connect with the Food 
and Nutrition Services Depart-
ment (FNS) to speak with a case-
worker to report any changes. 
(individuals apply through their 
counties DSS – link here: https://
www.ncdhhs.gov/divisions/social-
services/local-dss-directory)

Investigate All Available 
Resources

Households in need of  food, 
help paying rent or bills, or other 
immediate assistance should call or 
contact 211 to find out the most 
current information about local re-
sources and services.

Make Sure You Claim Your 
Refund

If  you have not filed taxes in 
recent years, you may be eligible 
for a large refund from your tax re-
turn or missed stimulus checks, es-
pecially if  you have children. Con-
tact Pisgah Legal Services to find 
out if  you might be eligible and to 
inquire about free tax preparation 
services at (828) 210-3404.

Pisgah Legal Services also 
offers free legal assistance with 
certain tax issues through its new 
Low-Income Taxpayer Clinic, cre-
ated through grants from the Inter-
nal Revenue Service and Dogwood 
Health Trust. Call (828) 253-0406 
or apply online at pisgahlegal.org.

Access Help Through the 
Healthy Opportunities 

Program
North Carolina Medicaid 

Members with a Managed Care 
Medicaid plan may be eligible for 
food vouchers and other services 
to boost overall health through the 
Healthy Opportunities Pilot Pro-
gram. For more information and 
eligibility information call (828) 
278-9900 or visit impacthealth.

org/hop.
• Nonprofit Pisgah Legal Services 

provides a broad a broad array of  free, 
civil legal aid, anti-poverty advocacy and 
access to health care in 18 counties and 
the Qualla Boundary in WNC. Pisgah 
Legal has offices in Asheville, Burnsville, 
Highlands/Cashiers, Hendersonville, 
Marshall, Newland, Rutherfordton, 
Spruce Pine and Waynesville. Last year 
Pisgah Legal assisted more than 21,000 
people. If  you need help, call Pisgah Le-
gal Services at 828-253-0406 or toll free 
at 800-489-6144 or visit pisgahlegal.
org.

• MANNA FoodBank is a 
private, not-for-profit service organiza-
tion working to end food insecurity in 
the 16 counties of  WNC, including the 
Qualla Boundary. For food assistance, 
call 1-800-820-1109 or online at man-
nafoodbank.org.
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...FIRE continued from page 1

On Sunday, firefighters were still dousing the structure.

Above: It was all hands on deck with 
several teams from multiple fire de-
partments battling the flames.

HFR Asst. Chief Robbie Forrester mans a truck mounted hose.

Flames spread quickly throughout the 7,000 sq. ft. structure.

A firefighter scaled a 20-ft ladder to attack the blaze on the second level.

cue, Cashiers/Glenville, Sky 
Valley-Scaly Mountain, Cullasaja 
Gorge, Rabun County Station 
8, Macon County Squad 4, Lake 
Toxaway, and Rosman.

HFR had the lead on the 
call and Assistant Chief  Robbie 
Forrester said there were no in-
juries and the residents were able 
to exit the home safely, but there 
were some challenges putting out 
the blaze in an estimated 7,000 
square foot structure.

“It’s a big house with a lot 
of  rooms, so the fire was kind 
of  chopped up all over,” he said. 
“Then you have fire in the crawl-
space and the attic, so fire above 
and below you. When that col-
lapses, everything in the middle 
gets pancaked. So, you can’t really 
get in there and dig.”

CGFD Chief  Randy Dillard 
said it took some time to locate 
all the hotspots throughout the 
home.

“The size and all the wood 
make for a very hot fast-moving 
fire,” said Dillard. “All of  our 
crews stayed there a long time 
but could not find all the fire in 
the walls and it got dangerous real 
fast.”

Dillard added that it was a 
huge benefit having the support 
of  other departments.

“Getting a lot of  help on a 
fire this size is very important,” 
he said. “It takes a lot of  people 
to run that many trucks and pull 
hose.”

Sagee Woods Drive in not 
an easy place to park a fire en-
gine, and even tougher to park 10 
of  them because the road is very 
narrow and it’s a tight squeeze. 
Hoses were running from an as-
sortment of  trucks along the 
road to feed water to firefighters 
battling the blaze on the property.

The fire was fully extin-
guished by Monday afternoon 
and Forrester said the cause is 
unknown and is under investiga-
tion by the Jackson County Fire 
Marshal.

HFR Chief  Ryan Gearhart 
said assistance from other depart-
ments was crucial.

“We appreciate all our mutu-
al aid, to everyone that responded 
a huge thank you,” he said.

Gearhart also thanked a 
good Samaritan who paid for din-
ner on Saturday night.

“We ordered 30 burgers 
from Mountain Fresh and when I 
got there to pick them up, some-
one had already paid for them,” 
he said. “We don’t know who that 
was, but it was really kind.”

Photos by 
Brian O’Shea

Plateau Daily News
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..on Nancy’s side • 828-526-5029
...on Bob’s side • 828-526-1029

2060 Dillard Rd, Highlands
2 miles south of Main

We are taking a little time off after an awesome 2022 
... thanks to you, our customers! We will be closed Feb 
through mid-April when we will reopen. See you then!

OPEN YEAR ROUND - FRIDAY & SATURDAY 10AM-2PM 

ALL PROCEEDS GO TO COMMUNITY OUTREACH! 

*WINTER CLEARANCE*
60% OFF FURNITURE & RUGS 

25% OFF LIGHTING & ART 

n Church of the Good  
Shepherd Bazaar Barn 

� GoodShepherd_BazaarBarn 

Shoppes on the Green I 94 US HWY 64 WI Right behind the Crossroads 
Skip Ryan: 828-226-2588 

Four Chaplains Memorial Ceremony held Feb. 3

Chip Snyder PIO
Highlands American Legion Post 
370 

Highlands Mayor Pat Tay-
lor and the Highlands American 
Legion Post 370 held a service at 
Veterans Plaza on Friday, Febru-
ary 3rd to commemorate the sac-
rifice of  four armed forces chap-
lains during World War II.

Mayor Taylor honored this 
day by declaring February 3rd as 
the official Four Chaplains Day in 
Highlands. Post Commander Ed 
McCloskey read a brief  recitation 
of  the events that took place on 
that day in 1943. 

Post members Zach Claxton, 
Ken Knight, Bill Edwards and 
Chip Snyder then read a story out-
lining the individual contributions 
each chaplain made in saving the 
lives of  others on this tragic day in 
World War II history.

The four chaplain’s repre-
sented various faiths including a 
Jewish Rabbi, a Roman Catholic 
priest, and two Protestant min-
isters. The chaplains issued life-
belts to American servicemen 
aboard the troop transport after 
it was torpedoed on Feb. 3, 1943. 
When the supply of  life preserv-
ers was exhausted, the four chap-

They gave their lives to save others - Mayor names Feb. 3 ‘Four Chaplains Day’ in Highlandds
lains removed their own life belts 
and gave them to four soldiers and 
then stood calmly on the sinking 
ship, their arms around one an-
other’s shoulders, and their heads 
bowed in prayer.

Their efforts were credited 
with saving more than 200 lives.

Inspired by the four chap-
lains, over 900 American Legion 
Posts across the country mark 
the anniversary of  their sacrifice 
through special services and pro-
grams. 

This annual observance is 
part of  the Legion’s “Service to 
God and Country” program.

Mayor Pat Taylor with Zach Claxton, Ken Knight, Bill Edwards and Chip Snyder. 
- Photos by Brian O’Shea

Plateau Daily News
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...BALLOON continued from page 1Upstairs and Across the Walkway at 
 Falls on Main Highlands

Open at 9a Tues.-Sat. • 828-526-3939

Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Villardo

Stylists: Heahter Escandon
Maggie Barden and Desiray Schmitt 

Nail Tech: Jenna Schmitt
Massage Therapist: Brenda Lopez

Hair • Nails • Waxing • Tanning 
Facials • Massages 
Walk-ins Welcome!

Chestnut Hill, 
a residential retirement community on a quiet 
mountain top in Highlands, NC, has spacious 
Independent and Assisted Living Apartments.

It is a full-service, Medicaid Certified community. 

For further information call Linda Tiffany at 
828-526-5251 or 904-514-4896
www.chestnuthillofhighlands.com

...PRESERVATION continued from page 1
of  Old Edwards Hospitality Group (OEI) 
and George Powell of  Highlands Aerial 
Park have been asking guests and patrons 
to contribute to this socially consciousness 
effort for years –12 years for OEI and six 
years for Highlands Aerial Park.

The Delanys were involved in these 
efforts during their time at Sea Island prior 
to coming to Highlands for OEI. 

“Richard and I were part of  the pres-
ervation process in St. Simons for years, 

which encompassed the Sea Island Resort 
and the town overall,” said Melissa. “It’s so 
important to give back to the community 
where we do business, particularly entities 
like the Biological Station and Land Trust 
which preserve, protect and create aware-
ness of  the unique ecosystem and natural 
environment that makes the Highlands-Ca-
shiers area such a special place to live and 
visit.”

OEI’s program requests a $1 donation 
per stay which is added to each guest’s bill 
upon booking, with the opportunity to opt 
out, which nobody does, said Melissa. “We 
state where the money goes and why it is 
important.”

Though the program was started years 
ago, the Delanys feel it is more relevant to-
day than ever before.

“It is so relevant today because a rap-
idly growing sector of  today’s population is 
basing decisions about where to travel (and 
to do business) on how socially responsible 
those companies and destinations are, with 
environmental focus being a big driver,” she 
said.

According to founder of  the Highlands 
Aerial Park George Powell, they add a 6% 
environmental fee to patrons’ total bill and 
when questioned - which is rare, he said, 
they explain what the “fee” is for.

Powell said since the trees on the acre-

age are such a big part of  what they do, a 
portion of  the fee goes to an arborist who 
combs the forest to make sure the trees are 
healthy. The rest is divided annually between 
the Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust and the 
Highlands Biological Station.

“If  patrons object to the environmen-
tal fee we simply take it off  the bill,” said 
Powell. 

OEI started the program in 2011, add-
ing 200 Main in 2014. 

“In total since 2011, our guests have 
contributed $105,350 to the Highlands Bio-
logical Station,” said Melissa.

In 2015, OEI initiated the program at 
Half-Mile Farm and decided to bring in the 
Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust as a benefi-
ciary due to its important conservation ef-
forts in the community. 

“Since then, our Half-Mile Farm guests 
have donated $7,836 to the Highlands-Ca-
shiers Land Trust,” she said.

Gary Wein, executive director of  the 
Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust said the 
organization wouldn’t be able to do what it 
does - preserve and maintain land - without 
the help of  donors.

“We rely solely on our donors. We 
aren’t fiscally supported by the town or the 
county, nor do we get grants. What OEI and 

Highlands Aerial Park are doing is incred-
ibly awesome and appreciated,” he said

The Highlands Biological Foundation 
said it has received continuous support 
from local businesses, notably Old Ed-
wards Inn and Highlands Aerial Park, too.

“OEI recently exceeded over $100,000 
through monthly contributions over the 
past 10 years,” said Charlotte Muir, execu-
tive director Highlands Biological Founda-
tion .

“These partnerships enable us to 
provide public environmental education 
programs throughout our community and 
at the Highlands Nature Center, directly 
supporting the community we live in.  It’s a 
wonderful way for businesses to give back 
and we are so grateful to for the support.”

As the Pennies for Preservation idea 
ferments here in Highlands, potential bene-
ficiaries might be the Mirror Lake Improve-
ment Association which is trying to raise 
money to restore Mirror Lake, Highlands 
Plateau Greenway as it strives to construct 
and maintain trails around Highlands, the 
garden clubs who beautify Highlands’ pub-
lic places and other like-minded organiza-
tions.

- Kim Lewicki

• See BALLOON page 17

Republic of  China (PRC) over the water 
off  the coast of  South Carolina in U.S. air-
space,” Secretary of  Defense Lloyd J. Austin 
III said in a statement last week. “The bal-
loon, which was being used by the PRC in an 
attempt to surveil strategic sites in the con-
tinental United States, was brought down 
above U.S. territorial waters. On Wednesday, 
President Biden gave his authorization to 
take down the surveillance balloon as soon 
as the mission could be accomplished with-
out undue risk to American lives under the 
balloon’s path.”

Before being shot down, the balloon 
was spotted by many throughout the Plateau 
area as it floated its way across the Carolinas.

Little Bear Pen resident Robin Neal 
had been following the story when she and 
her husband Tom saw it floating over Flat 
Mountain on Saturday morning, which she 
said was a “surreal” experience.

“I had joked the day before that I was 
looking for it,” said Robin. “We were hav-
ing breakfast and Tom said, ‘there’s your spy 
balloon.’ He ran and got the telescope and 
sure enough, it was it! I couldn’t believe it, 
because I had been following the story on 
the news. We watched it for a good hour 
until it disappeared near Whiteside. It was 

exciting and creepy at the same time.”
After seeing a white speck in the sky, 

Tom grabbed his telescope and used an at-
tachment with his cell phone to take a pho-
to through the magnified lens. He was sur-
prised to see it because news reports said it 
was flying over Kansas and would not reach 
the Carolinas until later that day.

“I felt disbelief  and shock, as we had 
been watching it on the news all week,” said 
Tom. “It was kind of  creepy, invasive, and 
concerning and we were wondering why 
they were over us.”

Cashiers resident Mason Stoltzfus was 
at work near the crossroads on Saturday 
when his boss called him outside to check 
out a white speck in the sky.

“I ran outside and just thought that’s 
crazy that you can see it from the ground,” 
said Stoltzfus. “It was moving fairly slowly, 
that’s the only reason my boss noticed it. 
There weren’t any other planes around it, 
just the balloon.”

Following the order to down the bal-
loon, an operation was launched in U.S. 
territorial waters to recover debris from 
the balloon, which had been flying at about 
60,000 feet and estimated to be about the 
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...BALLOON continued from page 16

SPOTTED SPOTTED 
FRIDAYFRIDAY
NIGHTNIGHT

SPOTTED 8:50 AMSPOTTED 8:50 AM
SATURDAY OVER SATURDAY OVER 
Macon & Jackson Macon & Jackson 

CountiesCounties

CHINESE BALLOON PATH

Tom Neal took these photos of 
the balloon - one from afar and 
one using a telescopic lense as 
it crossed over Highlands Sat-
urday morning.

size of  three school buses.
U.S. officials reported the 

massive surveillance balloon, be-
lieved to be from China, early last 
week when it was first spotted fly-
ing over Montana. It was tracked 
by military officials throughout 
the week and on Friday officials 
reported the projected path would 
have it fly over North Carolina. 
By Saturday morning, there were 
reports the balloon was spotted 
over Highlands and Cashiers.

The Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration closed airspace in 
parts of  North Carolina and 
South Carolina. All operations 
at Charleston, Myrtle Beach and 
Wilmington airports were paused 
for national security initiatives.

“The Chinese spy balloon 
was a National Security Threat 
and should not have been per-
mitted to pass over the United 
States,” said NC House of  Rep-
resentative Karl Gillespie. Gil-
lespie represents House District 
120 which includes Macon and 
Jackson counties over which the 
balloon was spotted.

The U.S. government waited 
until the balloon was over water 
due to concerns with downing 
the balloon over land and the 
substantial manpower needed to 
safely down the balloon over land.

Congressman Edwards 
shared his anger over the news 
surrounding the balloon’s path 
crossing through North Caroli-
na’s 11th District. “I am outraged 
at this unprecedented Chinese in-
vasion of  American airspace. This 
is happening because we have a 
weak president who garners no 
respect from the Chinese Com-
munist Party.”

Although Congressman Ed-
wards categorized the event as an 
“unprecedented Chinese invasion 
of  American airspace,” a US mili-
tary intelligence report from last 
year that focused on China’s use 
of  high-altitude balloons men-
tioned sightings in Hawaii and 
Florida in 2019, according to 
CNN. 

The April 2022 report, titled 
“People’s Republic of  China 

High-Altitude Balloon,” found a 
Chinese spy balloon “circumnavi-
gated the globe” in 2019 – while 
Donald Trump was president – 
at an altitude of  roughly 65,000 
feet, and “drifted past Hawaii and 
across Florida before continuing 
its journey,” the US Air Force doc-
ument states.

Congressman Edwards 
seemed to agree with the Biden 
Administration’s handling of  the 
Chinese balloon by saying, “Our 
Constitution grants immediate 
authority only to the president to 
take action. As soon as citizens are 
out of  harm’s way, President Biden 
needs to act with all haste to bring 
this balloon and any others down 
and capture their surveillance 
equipment intact.” 

This is exactly what the Biden 
Administration did by waiting until 

the balloon reached the Atlantic 
Ocean on Saturday. 

According to China’s Foreign 
Ministry, the balloon was a civilian 
balloon used for meteorological 
purposes. The Pentagon also con-
firmed that a second Chinese sur-
veillance balloon was flying over 
South America at the same time, 
being spotted in Colombia and 
Venezuela.

“While the Chinese gov-
ernment claims the balloon was 
a civilian operation researching 
weather trends, it should have nev-
er been permitted to enter United 
States airspace,” said Senator Kev-
in Corbin, who represents Senate 
District 50 covering WNC. “It 
posed significant safety concerns 
across WNC and in our airspace 
that should have been avoided.”
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Proverbs 3:5 • Places to Worship • John 3:16

BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor (828) 421-1315

Sundays: School:10 a.m. , Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298

Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30
Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30 

CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley. GA • 706-746-2999 

Sundays: 10 a.m. Worship; Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

828-743-1701• 464 Hwy 64E. Cashiers. NC 28717
www.christanglicancashiers.com

9:30am Sunday School;10:30am Worship Service. Mon. Night 
Bible Study & Dinner, 6pm, call for details. 

CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY. CASHIERS
Pastor Brent Metcalf • 743-5470

Sun.10:45am. S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
Tues. Guys study 8am. Gals 10am.

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH
283 Spring Street - Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m.

Testimony meeting: 3rd Wednesday at 5:30 p.m.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685

3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC • Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sundays: Service 10:45am, Children’s 10:30am

Wednesdays: Youth 5:30-7pm; Women’s Bible Study: Mondays 
4:30pm, Tuesdays 10am; Men’s Bible Study: Wednesdays & 

Thursdays 7am @ Zookeeper Bistro
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY

706. 746.3144 • 696 Sky Valley Way #447 
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas

Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd Sunday 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. W. Bentley Manning, Rector • 526-2968
5th and Main streets • www.incarnationwnc.org

Sunday Services Chapel: Rite1spoken, 8a. Rite II with Choir in 
Sanctuary 10:30a; Morning Prayer Mon-Thurs 8:30a in Chapel

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org

Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor • 220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Choir 5p; Prayer Mtg 6:15p 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Emily Wilmarth, pastor 
828-526-3175 • fpchighlands.org

Sun.: Adult Ed.: 10 a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.
Tues: Men’s Group 10 a.m. Wed: Bell Choir 4 p.m.. Choir:6p

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 

Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS

Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers

www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville. NC • 743-2729 • Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a. Worship 11a & 7p. Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson • 11339 Buck Creek Road
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily 

sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a. Wednesday Worship is 6:30p

HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
 Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376

In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
 909a Bluegrass and 11a Traditional

 www.highlandsmethodist.org
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA

2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.

Visit our website: Holy Family Lutheran Highlands NC
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH

8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11. Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.

MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
Franklin • 828-634-1312 • mountainsynagoguewnc.com.

Services: 1st /Fri. and 3rd Sat. 
and Rosh Hashanah & Yom Kippur. 
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 

743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church.  

4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 
Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 

OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone – 526-2418
Tues. - 9:30am Latin; Thurs. - 9:30am English; Sun. - 11am English

SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby

Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 
ST. JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

Mass: Tues. noon (Latin). Thurs. 9a.; Fri.. noon; 
Sat. 5:30p; Sun. 9a 

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: • 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood

Sunday Services: 8a. 9:30 & 11a
Visit our website www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com for 

schedules of activities both virtual and in-person. 
Bazaar Barn is open Fri. & Sat. 10a -2p.

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 
85 Sierra Drive. Franklin • uufranklin.org  

Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am

•Spiritually Speaking•

• See SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING page 19

Pastor Dan Robinson
Highlands Central 
Baptist Church

If you were approached for an “on-the-street-inter-
view” and asked the question, “How Would You De-
scribe Valentine’s Day?” What would your answer be?
How about, “Valentine’s Day is a special day, illus-

trated by special acts and demonstrated by a special love?” 
Does that definition work for you?

It was estimated that Americans would spend some 
26 billion dollars or $192.80 (average per person) on this 
day for lovers (National Retail Federation And Prosper In-
sights). 

Naturally a pastor wonders then, how does that figure 
of  spending compare to the annual giving to the church? 

The Fast Company reports that the annual giving to 
the church by regular tithers is right at 50 billion dollars 
per year.

“Impressive,” we say.
But we’re not really comparing apples to apples are 

we?
The Valentine’s Day spending is for one day. The 

church giving is for 365 days. 
By the way, I hope you spent as much as you reason-

ably (or even unreasonably) could on Valentine’s Day and 
for those you love. But let’s take another look at the defini-
tion I’m suggesting.

A Special Day
According to the Bible it is God who gives life (Psalm 

139:15-16). So, the day that you were born must be regard-
ed as a Special Day.

Illustrated By A Special Act
Again, according to the Bible, we may regard the 

most special act of  all acts to be that of  the Cross of  Jesus 
Christ. There, He gave His life for you and me. He died in 
our place and for our sins. Can anything be more special 
than that?

Demonstrated By A Special Love
The Bible says that “God so loved the world that He 

gave His only begotten Son! That whosoever believes in 
Him would never perish but have everlasting life.” (John 
3:16). 

How special you must be!
No one knows you better and no one loves you more 

than Jesus Christ!
In light then, of  all that I’ve said I am now asking you 

to turn your attention to Jesus Christ in the post Valentine 
days.

Demonstrate 
a 

special love
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•Police & Fire Reports•
Highlands Police en-

tries from Jan. 23. Only the 
names of persons arrested, 
issued a summons/cita-
tion, issued a Class-3 mis-
demeanor or those of pub-
lic officials have been used. 

Jan. 23
• At 6:25 p.m., officers re-

sponded to a one-vehicle ac-
cident on NC 28 and Many 
Road.

Jan. 31
• At 11 a.m., officers re-

ceived a call about the theft of 
a motor vehicle parts or acces-
sories about a vehicle parked 
on Main Street whose mirror 
was missing.

The Highlands Fire & 
Rescue log from Feb. 1

Feb. 1
• At 3:26 p.m., the dept. 

provided public assistance at a 
location on Simon Speed Road.

Feb. 4
• A little after midnight, the 

dept. was first-responders to a 
residence on Lyman Zachary 
Road.

• At 3:27 a.m., the dept. 
responded to a fire alarm at 
a structure on Cullasaja Club 

Drive.
• At 4:24 a.m., the dept. was 

first-responders to a residence 
on Whiteside Cove Road.

• At 1:19 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a structure fire on 
Sagee Woods Drive.

• At 1:48 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a lo-
cation on Main Street.

• At 6:29 p.m., the dept. pro-
vided public assistance at a lo-
cation on U.S. 64 west.

Feb. 5
• At 3:01 p.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a fire alarm at a lo-
cation on Main Street.

• At 4:24 p.m., the dept. was 
first-responders to a residence 
on Oak Road.

• At 7:33 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a call of a vehicle 
fire on NC 28 south.

Feb. 6
• At 5:13 a.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a fire alarm at a lo-
cation on Main Street.

• At 8:03 a.m., the dept. was 
first-responders to a location 
on Spring Street.

• At 5:40 p.m., the dept. pro-
vided traffic control at a motor 
vehicle accident on NC 106.

...SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING from page 18

• See LIBRARY page 22

•Biz/Org News•

At the meeting held on January 31, 2023, Rotary Club of Highlands welcomed fel-
low Rotarian and guest speaker Jim Ward. Jim presented a very informative presen-
tation on what the Highlands Plateau Greenway, Inc., group has been up to, and an 
update on the possible future Blue Ridge trekking route. 

• Discover ways to love Him more
• Find ways to get to know Him better
• Consider your financial investment 

into His kingdom and work
• Concentrate on ways to demonstrate 

your love for Him in light of  His selfless 
love for you

Valentine’s Day is a special day for lov-
ers.

Every day is a special day for the fol-
lower of  Jesus Christ whereby we may learn 

to love Him more and more.
I hope that you will do that. And that 

you will start today.
The old hymn puts it like this;
More love to Thee, O Christ, More 

love to Thee,
Hear Thou the prayer I make on bend-

ed knee,
This is my earnest plea; More love, O 

Christ to Thee,
More love to Thee, More love to Thee.

place and if  there are media reps here today, 
which I know there are, if  you try to spin 
this dialogue as intolerant or wanting to ban 
books, or shut down libraries or restrict ac-
cess, you’re going to be lying through your 
teeth and not have any credibility. The same 
goes for any library staff  or anyone else 
who speaks with the buzzwords of  equity, 
inclusion, or diversity. This is specifically to 
change the narrative because that is what the 
extremist library association has coached the 
library staff  to do.”

Gaston’s comments come following a 
nearly two-year back and forth between a 
group of  community members and the Ma-
con County Public Library over a June Pride 
Month display at the library. 

Gaston, along with other members of  
the community first spoke out against the 
Pride Month display in 2021 after displays 
were featured in both the children’s and teen 
sections of  the library. The displays included 
decorations and LGTBQ themed books.

After receiving concerns from the com-
munity in 2021, the library staff  did not in-
clude a Pride month display in the children’s 
section in 2022, however, there was a display 
featured in the teen’s section. 

Despite the library’s efforts to appease 
those opposed to the display, the group 
again spoke against the library and the dis-
play in 2022 — this time calling for the Ma-
con County Board of  Commissioners to 
not grant a $20,000 funding increase to the 
library for employee raises as a result. 

The Fontana Regional Library system 
manages six libraries across Macon, Jackson 
and Swain counties, including three libraries 
in Macon County. In January, the Fontana 
Regional Library Board proposed a change 
to library system’s collections development 
policy “designed to foster productive con-
versations with the community moving for-
ward.”

Tuesday night’s public comment was 
sparked by the policy changes and called for 
the board to take official action regarding 
future displays. 

Gaston continued by claiming that the 
ALA (American Library Association) has 
provided public libraries with information 
on how to censor parents and to change the 
narrative with the media to be able to “pro-
mote child sex in the name of  diversity.” 

“It is past time for this library to sepa-
rate from the ALA,” Gaston stated. He fin-
ished by stating that if  the library were to 
feature “another display of  sex-themed or 
gender confusion to minors the community 
would be publicly calling for the resignation 
of  certain staff  that need to be replaced.”

While Gaston and other residents 
called for the Macon County Public Library 
to separate from or “pull out of ” the ALA, 
library board members informed the group 
that Macon County is not part of  the ALA. 

Other residents who addressed the 
board on Tuesday stated that despite what 
some may think, the group did not want to 

...LIBRARY continued from page 1
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Counseling Center strives to strengthen 
families and individuals by providing 

access to quality mental health services 
regardless of financial ability.

COUNSELINGCENTER.ORG

(864) 481-0598
info@counselingcenter.org

348 S Fifth St, Highlands, NC
Peggy Crosby Center

Only the finest in automotive cleaning 
Autos • Boats • Bikes • Golf Carts

Owner JASON WOODS

BE STILL ... MEDITATION
Vanessa L. Steele

Certified Primordial Sound Meditation
Private Instruction

302-588-3603

Highlands Automotive

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

NC
Inspection

Station

Service
&

Repair

► 828-526-9325 ◄
Generators aren't just a "thing" we do, 

generators are all we do! 

clkcpa.com
Securities offered through Avantax Investment ServicesSM. Member FINRA. SIPC. 

Investment advisory services offered through Avantax Advisory ServicesSM.

434 Carolina Way 
Highlands, NC
828-258-2323

• Tax-Smart Investing
• Certified Public Accountants
• Personal Financial Specialist

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 log cabins nestled in 
the hemlocks 

on 25 acres at the base 
of Whiteside 
Mountain.

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

Mendoza Tree Expert
& Crane Service

Quality Tree Care & Removal 
18+ years

828-200-9217 • fully insured

estimates@mendozatree.com
www.mendozatree.com

We accept al l  credit cards

Grading • Lot Clearing • Retaining Wall
Driveways • Septic Placement

Call Raul 
706-982-3803 
706-970-7638
828-347-0255

valenciagrading@gmail.com

GARY GARREN
Cell: (828) 482-2370

gsgarren@gmail.com

 Downtown Office
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC

Highlandssothebysrealty.com

33

Ryan M. Bears
Branch Leader

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784

ryan.bears@allentate.com

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

JUNK
WE HAUL IT AWAY

House / Garage / Yard
Call for free estimate

 828 - 421 - 5188

8.64 acres8.64 acres
7 miles south of Highlands7 miles south of Highlands

$200K$200K
828-974-1137828-974-1137
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•Classifieds•

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing

• House Maintenance
• Drywall Repair

• Deck Repair
Quality Work • Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com

828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

50 mg CBD 30 Pressed Tabs • 50 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps
100 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps • CBD cream and balm

5 Cottage Row US 64 east

(828) 482-9374

The 
Highlands 

Barbershop
HAS MOVED!

to CASHIERS
224 107 S.

Make a right at the  
Crossroads. It’s on the 

right past the light.

FOR SALE
FOR SALE BY OWNER. new 2-story house 

with 2 bed/2 1/2 baths. Office with separate entrance. 
3.14 acres. Beautifully developed land. Big garage. Shed. 
Paved road. Cul-de-sac. No Realtors. Email brainre-
new99@icloud.com. (st.2/9) 

APPLIANCES & FURNITURE: GE Refrigera-
tor, Black, Top Freezer, 66”X29”X30” -- $250;  Samsung 

Compact, White, Front Load Superspeed-Steam-VRT 
Washer & Moisture Sensor Dryer --$1,200; Antique 
Corner Cabinet w/Leaded Glass Doors 26.5”X67”X15” 
-- $150; Office Furniture & Files. Call 828-371-1059 for 
information, pictures or to see.  (st. 1/19)

2000 LINCOLN CARTIER TOWN CAR. Ex-
cellent condition. Call 828-371-2579 for details. (st. 11/3) 

3 RV CLASS A SITES at Wildflower Creek RV 
Resort. A small, secluded, mature luxury resort. Call for 
more information. 828-421-1709. (st. 10/13)

FOR LEASE
FURNISHED 2BR 2BA COTTAGE FOR 

RENT, $3,500/mth on Lake Glenville with views and ac-
cess. New Renovation, AC, Long term 3-6 mo, Couple 
preferred, off Rt 107, 10 min to Cashiers, private lane, 
avail Spring thru Fall, flexible. Call 267-374-0446. (st. 1/19)

COZY LAKEFRONT COTTAGE AVAIL-
ABLE. Fully furnished, one bedroom, one bath. Easy ac-
cess from Highlands Road in Franklin. Ideal corporate 

or seasonal rental between Highlands and Franklin. Call 
Sarah Miller at 770-757-7500 or email sarahmilleratl@
aol.com (st. 11/23)

BIZ OPPORTUNITY
ANGEL INVESTOR NEEDED - Local resident 

with 25 years experience in business. Looking for an in-
vestment of $150,000 for Local Start Up & Equipment. 
Shoot me an email for Business Plan. Porichards2021@
gmail.com (st. 2/2) 

HELP WANTED
THE HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS CHAMBER 

MUSIC FESTIVAL is looking for a responsible, reliable 
part-time administrative assistant for the 2023 Season. 
Music knowledge is not a requirement. A warm, friendly 
environment awaits you! Please email hccmfnc@gmail.
com to arrange an appointment (st. 2/2)

WOLFGANG’S RESTAURANT - Opportu-
nity for an experienced line cook and hostess/host. Eve-
ning shift. Great pay, possible on premise living. Starting 
2/26/2023 call Mindy  828.421.2211. (st. 1/19)

HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS LAND TRUST IS 
LOOKING FOR AN EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR. 
Applications must be received by February 15, 2023. 
Start date is May 1, 2023.

The Executive Director is responsible for execution 
of strategic plans, donor education and development, land 
acquisition and stewardship, staff management, and office 
administration. The Director should embrace servant-
leadership and will work closely with an involved Board 
of Directors and experienced staff. The full-time position 
includes benefits, and the salary will be commensurate 
with experience and comparable with non-profit execu-
tive director positions in the region.

POSITION OVERVIEW: The successful candi-
date will report to the Board of Directors. In addition to 
the HCLT staff include three full-time and two seasonal 
staff. At a minimum the successful candidate must dem-
onstrate an appreciation for and curiosity about natural 
resources, and superior organizational skills. He or she 
should have experience with successful non-profits. Ex-
perience with other land trusts or other environmental 
non-profits is not required but would be helpful.

QUALIFICATIONS: Capacity to excel at influ-
encing and leading the staff and the organization; Out-
standing communication skills and ability to work well 
with board, staff, the community and media; High execu-
tive functionality; Nature-oriented; Energetic, curious, and 
social; Passion for the mission and programs of HCLT; 
Experience in program planning and execution; Donor 
support and fundraising capabilities; Age-appropriate 
education programming; Fiscal and operational manage-
ment; Environmental, property, and/or fiscal regulations

TO APPLY: Please send introductory letter and 
resume to: Carlton King, President, HCLT, P.O. Box 1703, 
Highlands, NC 28741. Or email to personnel@hcltnc.org

HCLT is an Equal Opportunity Employer and en-
courages diversity and equity in all facets of the organiza-
tion’s work. All qualified applicants will receive consider-

• See CLASSIFIEDS page 22

Cody Hervey • 828-200-6926
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ation for employment without regard to 
race, color, religion, gender, national origin, 
disability status, protected veteran status, 
or any other protected class. (st. 1/5)

HOTWIRE COMUNICA-
TIONS IS HIRING! LOCAL Highlands 
opportunities. FULL-TIME, year-round, 
customer facing, Field Service Technicians 
& Fiber Splicer jobs available. Excellent 
pay & benefits. Forward your resume to 
samantha.baker@hotwirecommunica-
tion.com. (st. 9/15)

SWEETREATS AND HIGH-
LANDS DELI IS UNDER NEW 
MANAGEMENT and is hiring full and 
part time staff for the season. Competi-
tive starting wage, great tips, and reason-
able hours (not too early, not too late). 
Pick up an application in store at 115 S. 
4th Street or apply on Sweetreatshigh-
lands.com. (st. 5/19)

CHESTNUT HILL OF HIGH-
LANDS is an Upscale, Small Assisted 
Living Facility currently hiring CNAs and 
Dietary Staff. Flexible Schedule, Competi-
tive Pay, Great Atmosphere. Call 828-526-
5251 or stop by for an application.You 
may apply in person at 24 Clubhouse Trail, 
by Phone at 828-526-5251 or by email to 
ce.chestnuthill@yahoo.com or lindab-

tiff@aol.com. 
SERVICES 
MURPHY’S PAINT CO. - interior/

exterior painting/sheetrock repair/wall-
paper removal/log homes/decks. Insured. 
Free estimates. 828-332-0525 or 828-421-
8600 (3/30)

I INSTALL TILE! Eco-Friendly 
& Non-Toxic, Specializing in Shower/
Bathroom, Kitchen/ Backsplash, Entrance 
Ways/Patios/Flooring. 25yrs experience. 
Also offer grout cleaning. Licensed & In-
sured. Mike Bertone/Owner of Bertone 
Tile Design & Flooring LLC. Home: 828-
526-4943 or Text: 321-303-7560. (12/29)

H I G H L A N D S - C A S H I E R S 
HANDYMAN – Chatlos Contruction 
– Remodels, Additions, Framing, Siding, 
Roofing, Decks, Painting. Insured. 828-200-
4071. (6/29) 

NEED FURNITURE MOVED OR 
ANYTHING HAULED AWAY? I can 
do it. Call or text James of Going Gone at 
828-421-2655. (3/30)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/
KEVIN VINSON: scanning photos, 
slides & negatives to CD or DVD for 
easier viewing. Video transfer to DVD. 
Everything done in house. Leave message 
at 828-526-5208.

ban books. 
“We do not want to ban books. We 

have never asked for that,” said Elizabeth 
Albers.  “This is what Macon County tax-
payers and concerned parents are asking: 
For books that have controversial, sexual 
ideas not be placed front and center in the 
children’s and teen’s display. This is about 
what is being promoted in our children’s 
and teen’s area…Let me repeat. Parents 
and taxpayers have said repeatedly that 
we do not want to ban books. If  anyone 
makes this false claim after what has been 
spoken today, they will have no credibility 
whatsoever.”

MC Commissioner Danny Antoine, 
who serves alongside Commissioner Paul 
Higdon as a liaison to the library on behalf  
of  the commission, spoke during public 
comment period regarding his concerns 
about certain books being available to the 
public at the library. 

“There are books we have in our li-
brary system that are absolutely unaccept-
able and it’s beyond reprehensible to even 
speak to what is inside of  these books,” 
said Antoine. Specifically addressing the 

book Gender Queer, which has been iden-
tified as the number one banned book in 
America due to its explicit content, Antoine 
said, “If  I opened this book right now, ev-
eryone in this room would look at me like 
I was crazy. Why? Because it is too explicit. 
But we are ok with our kids reading it? It is 
wrong.” 

Antoine went on to say that there is no 
reason children should have access to books 
such as Gender Queer and that there is no 
reason for the library to carry the book at all. 

Commissioner Antoine then refer-
enced NC General Statute 14-190.17A — 
third degree sexual exploitation of  a minor 
which states that “a person commits the 
offense of  third degree exploitation of  a 
minor if, knowing the character or content 
of  the material, he possesses material that 
contains a visual representation of  a minor 
engaging in sexual activity.”

Again referring to Gender Queer, 
Commissioner Antoine followed his reading 
of  the NC  General Statute by stating, “This 
is wrong. These books got to go.” 

While addressing the library board, An-
toine also referenced NC General Statute 

14-190.1 — which says it shall be unlawful 
for any person, firm or corporation to inten-
tionally disseminate obscenity. 

Antoine said he was provided the stat-
utes he read during the public comment pe-
riod by MC Attorney Eric Ridenour. 

The library board countered Commis-
sioner Antoine’s claims regarding the gener-
al statute by noting that he only referenced a 
portion of  NCGS 14-190. 

A specific provision in the statute re-
garding disseminating harmful materials to 
minors states, “It is an affirmative defense 
to a prosecution under this section that: The 
defendant was a school, church, museum, 
public library, governmental agency, medical 
clinic, or hospital carrying out its legitimate 
function; or an employee or agent of  such 
an organization acting in that capacity and 
carrying out a legitimate duty of  his employ-
ment.”

Several speakers during the public com-
ment period called for “neutrality” from the 
public library and dawned stickers with the 
slogan. Stating that they want to see the li-
brary avoid political issues or controversial 
topics and remain neutral in all things. 

“I just want to speak to the parents 
in this room right now. God came and he 
revealed himself  as a Father. That was his 
Supreme Authority that he revealed himself  
as. So that tells me that the parents in this 
room, and the Fathers represented here, are 
the highest authority in the land so I just 
want to thank you for showing up,” said 
Casey Wilson. Wilson pleaded with the li-
brary board to “allow parents to raise their 
children in regards to their sexual preferenc-
es. Let us educate and teach them in regards 
to these things,” he said. 

Members of  the library board said they 
agreed that parents should be in charge of  
what their children read and see, and they 
should monitor what books their children 
are reading from the library and decide what 
is appropriate to read and check out.

However, members of  the crowd said 
that parents shouldn’t have to monitor their 
children at the public library and that the li-
brary should be a safe place. 

Commissioner Paul Higdon stated that 
at a separate meeting with library leadership 
it might have been perceived that the county 
would not continue funding the library over 
the issues surrounding the Pride displays, 
however that was not the case. 

“We will continue funding the library. 
This library is a valuable asset to the com-
munity,” said Chairman Higdon. “We have 
a disagreement now about some book dis-
plays and other things, but those things are 
going to be worked out.”

Librarian Tracy Fitzmaurice said that 

she understood Commissioner Antoine 
to mean he wouldn’t finically support the 
library due to the disagreements, to which 
Antoine denied. 

“What you heard me say was I 
wouldn’t support this kind of  mess [point-
ing to the Gender Queer book on the ta-
ble] in a library. That is what I said pretty 
clearly,” said Antoine. 

Antoine later further clarified by stat-
ing, “My stance is pretty clear. It has noth-
ing to do with funding the library, ok? It 
has everything to do with what I will and 
I will not support and I will not support 
it. In no way, shape or form. There is no 
sexually explicit, pornographic materials 
that should ever be available to any child.”

Chairman Higdon said that he and 
Commissioner Antoine requested that 
“these books be labeled, segregated or 
placed in a separate section and not al-
low someone with just a card, who isn’t 18 
years old, to check them out or have access 
to them.” 

Higdon said that request was rejected 
by the library staff  under the first amend-
ment clause. Higdon said he then request-
ed to make the Macon County Public Li-
brary a neutral facility. 

“By neutral I mean when you walk in, 
there are no displays of  any kind support-
ing anything that is recognized by the Fed-
eral or State government, or the ALA, or 
anybody else with a political bone to grind. 
Make it neutral,” said Higdon. 

Higdon said that suggestion was also 
rejected, at which point that meeting be-
tween himself, Commissioner Antoine, 
Fitzmaurice and new Macon County Pub-
lic Librarian Abby Hardison was ended. 

Although several of  the speakers dur-
ing public comment suggested members 
of  the library board “worked for the tax-
payers” the members of  the Macon Coun-
ty library board are volunteers who serve 
as an advisory board to the Fontana Re-
gional Library System. And while the Ma-
con County Public library is funded in part 
by a contribution from the Macon County 
Board of  Commissioners, the library oper-
ates as a nonprofit entity. 

In 2022, The Fontana Regional Li-
brary system’s annual audit report showed 
a total revenue of  $3,637,486 of  which, 
$2,503,356 was identified as being unre-
stricted county and municipal appropria-
tions. 

Though nothing was decided at the 
meeting, the library board agreed to work 
to get an understanding of  the groups and 
their overlapping concerns and are com-
mitted to working with the MC Commis-
sion board to find a solution.
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 Ace is the Place, 

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

11

Country Club Properties
 Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals. 
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery
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K-H Park

Martin-Lipscomb 
Performing Arts Center 

(PAC)

3

Highlander 
Mountain 

House 
& 

The Ruffed 
Grouse 
Tavern

highlandermountainhouse.com

DARLENE CONLEYDARLENE CONLEY
404.427.2448

MOUNTAIN MOUNTAIN LUXURYLUXURY
Dedicated to finding the 

home you’ve always wanted.

MITZI RAUERS
Broker / Luxury Collection

Specialist
(404) 218-9123
mitzi@bhhsmmr.com

450 N. 4th St. Highlands, NC
828-526-5522

www.highlandsproperties.com

Wei chert. 
REALTORS 

Highlands Properties 

Team RickSteve
“The Power of 2”

Trusted advisors 
providing impeccable 
personalized service

PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP/ALLEN TATE REALTORSPAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP/ALLEN TATE REALTORS

(404) 219-1349 (404) 219-1349 •• HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC

Top 5% of 
Brokers 
on MLS
in 2022
(HCBOR)

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

Offered for 
$3,999,999

191 N Hollow, Cashiers
In GlenCove

(membership is not required)

16 Acres with
Waterfall, Stream, 

Trout Pond and Barn 
(Horses Allowed)

Andrea Gabbard

 Local Expertise, Global Connections. 
114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706

Sheryl Wilson

Licensed in NC and GA



Pat Allen 
Broker in Charge 

#1 in the Carolinas 
#1 in the Country for Independent Firms 

#1 Sales Team in Highlands 2020! 
Stronger together!Sr;UT(t HCMLS (.:J R,afTrmd, 

pat@patallenrealtygroup.co
m 828.200.9179 
Main Office 
295 Dillard Road 
Highlands, NC 28741 
828.526.8784 
Julie Osborn 
Broker in Charge 
julie@patallenrealtygroup.co 
m 828.200.6165 
Wildcat Cliffs Office 
5121 Cashiers Road Highlands, NC 28741 828.526.4525 

patallenrealtygroup.com 

Cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

242 S. 4th St. & Pop up 
on Main Street

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

Open Year-Round • 6 days a week
343-D Main Street • 526-4035

Closed 
Wednesday 

and for 
dinner on 

Sunday
11a-3:30p &

8

9

www.wildthymegourmet.com

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

6

 5

828-526-2338

30  ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

Closed until 
mid-March

40 Years of Fine Dining

100
���

AGENTS IN THE USA
per Real Trends

1
������

1
������

BROKER
IN NORTH CAROLINA
2021, 2020, 2017, 2016 
per Real Trends����������������

������������������

Jody
Lovell
For being recognized by the 2022 
Real Trends & 
The Thousand rankings, 
as advertised in 
the Wall Street Journal.

Highlands Sotheby’s 
International Realty
c (828) 226.6303

TOP PRODUCING 
BROKER 
Highlands - Cashiers 
MLS since 2001

REOPENING
Thurs., Feb. 17
See you for our 

29th season

Taste the difference, Always fresh.

474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net


