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The largest selection of 
Scottish cashmere in the U.S.A.

In Highlands ...on the hill
242 S. 4th St. • 828-526-4407

Open 7 days a week
www.mcculleys.com
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The November Town Board 
meeting began with the Workses-
sion at 6 p.m and segued to the 
Town Board meeting at 7 p.m.

During the Public Comment 
session of  the Town Board meet-
ing, Ann Wilson, who lives on 
the Dillard Road, spoke against 
the construction of  the NC 106 
sidewalk along the north side of  

the road.
She said she hadn’t been able 

to speak against it beforehand, but 
she wanted the board to know that 
she doesn’t want it as planned.

“I don’t want a sidewalk in 
front of  my house,” she said. 
“There isn’t enough foot traffic to 
warrant a sidewalk; it will just be 
used by OEI employees. In ad-

dition, my house sits below the 
road which means water hitting 
the sidewalk will come into my 
yard instead of  being absorbed. I 
also have an old crab apple tree I 
don’t want cut down.”

At the October Town Board 
meeting the board voted unani-
mously to pursue constructing the 

November’s Town Board wrap-up
Street lights and string lighting the big items

HS Homecoming King & Queen 
for the night!

Highlands School’s annual Homecoming Dance was held Saturday, Dec. 
2 at First Presbyterian Fellowship Hall. The King was Cooper Hall and 
the Queen was Brooke Fogarty. See more photos on page 11.

Photos by the Sunset Staff

HS Swim 
Team beats 
Pisgah and 

Tuscola
By Steve Hott
Head Coach

On Wednesday, Nov. 29, 
the 1A Highlands Boys and Girls 
Varsity Swim Teams traveled to 
Waynesville to swim against 3A 
Pisgah, 3A Tuscola and the Trail-
blazers.

The Boys not only won, they 
more than doubled the score of  
all of  the other teams, including 
the much larger 3A schools. High-
lands 137, Asheville Trailblazers 
65, Tuscola 52, Pisgah 41.

The one-person Highlands 
Girls Team of  Tate Wilson fin-
ished 3rd, ahead of  Pisgah by 
winning the 50 and 500 Freestyle 
(Free).

The Highlanders had three 
of  the top scorers in the quad 

By Brittney Lofthouse
The MC Board of  Commis-

sioners approved a resolution ask-
ing state officials to reconsider how 
commissioners are elected dur-
ing their November meeting. The 
measure passed in a 3-2 vote, with 
commissioners divided on the best 
steps moving forward. 

The resolution, introduced by 
Commissioner John Shearl, calls 
for state officials to consider a local 
bill that would only apply to Macon 
County. Though during discussion 
between board members Shearl 
said the resolution was only to ask 
state leaders to consider a change 
– though specifics weren’t recom-
mended -- the actual resolution 
that was approved and forwarded 
to Senator Kevin Corbin and Rep. 
Karl Gillespie called for a revi-
sion of  the county commissioner 
election system to accommodate 
two at-large members. Chairman 
Paul Higdon, who has expressed 
a years-long interest in this matter, 
noted previous rejections of  the 

idea by past boards.
“This has been something 

I’ve talked about for a number of  
years. I’ve brought it up before 
previous boards and it was shot 
down,” said Chairman Paul Hig-
don.

Election for County Com-
missioners in North Carolina are 
in November of  each even-num-
bered year and commissioners are 
elected to either 2-year or 4-year 
terms.

County elections are held in 
conjunction with state and federal 
elections. To be eligible to serve as 
a county commissioner, you must 
reside in the county you wish to 
serve, be a registered voter and be 
at least 21 years of  age. 

By law, each county in North 
Carolina has a board of  com-
missioners. These boards vary in 
size, term of  office, method of  
election, method of  selecting the 
chairperson, and administrative 
structure. Beyond those require-

Commissioners Shearl, 
Higdon and Antoine want 
to change election method

First 2023 snow dusting: Wed., Dec. 6!
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“Early Bear” Bear Shadow 2024 discounts for single-day and two-day tickets are be-
ing offered now at a 10%-15% discount. Visit https://bearshadownc.com/for informa-
tion about how to purchase tickets.

1 Day GA - $157.50/pp
1 Day VIP - $292.50/pp
2 Day GA - $255.00/pp
2 Day VIP - $510.00/pp

Platinum (up to 8 people in pod) - $6,000/2 day

Get tickets for Bear Shadow May 11&12

At the end of  November, 
the North Carolina Gen-
eral Assembly adjourned 

its long session. There were over 
1,500 bills introduced. Our staff  
and I tried to track bills that could 
impact Highlands, especially bills 
dealing with short-term rentals 
(STRs), land use, housing, zoning, 
and utility management. We were 
not alone; the staff  of  the North 
Carolina League of  Municipalities 
did the same. The league staff  just 
published a 32-page report on the 
status of  legislation in this past 
session that could impact towns 
and cities.

In the upcoming weeks, I will give updates 
on the status of  bills in the league’s report. I 
have read the report and took copious notes 
concerning various bills.

Let’s start with the two bills addressing 
short-term rentals that were introduced. Both 
bills were not passed but will most likely be 
revisited in the short legislative session in the 
spring of  2024.

Senate Bill 290-Short-Term Rentals 
would have allowed municipalities to enforce 
occupancy limits. It would have also required 
landlords to accurately represent the num-
ber of  bedrooms in a given rental. Senate Bill 

677-Regulation of  Short-Term 
Rentals would have declared 
that towns and cities could not 
regulate short-term rentals. The 
bill would have affirmed the po-
sition that STRs are for residen-
tial use. It also states that towns 
could permit STRs to limit the 
number of  occupants and ve-
hicles. There was also a require-
ment for the owner or their 
agent to live within 50 miles of  
the STR.

The Town of  Highlands 
will be monitoring possible STR 
legislation in the coming year. 

Any changes in our STR ordinances will com-
ply with impending state requirements. One 
major question is whether current STR ordi-
nances that municipalities have passed would 
be grandfathered with new state preemption 
legislation.

Another bill of  interest was HB 409/SB 
374 Regulation of  Accessory Dwelling Units. It 
passed the House but not the Senate. This pro-
posed law would allow accessory dwelling units 
in all residential zones. The concept behind 
the bill was to alleviate shortages in workforce 
housing. The bill could override many exist-
ing zoning requirements established by towns, 
such as setbacks and some building codes. The 
North Carolina League of  Municipalities and 
mayors like me expressed concerns that with-
out a prohibition against the dwelling units be-
ing used as STRs, the intent of  providing more 
workforce housing would be compromised.

Another interesting bill was SB 635-Or-
phan Roads. Over decades, developers installed 
nonconforming roads in many developments. 
These roads are neither state nor town roads. 
We have several of  these private “orphan 
roads” in Highlands that are in decline and dis-
repair. Unless homeowner associations do not 
maintain these roads, no one does. SB 635 stat-
ed that if  these roads were brought up to state 
standards by property owners and the contrac-
tor doing the work posted a 20% performance 
bond, the state would take over the roads upon 
completion of  the upgrade. Highlands has a 
similar policy. The bill failed to pass the State 
Legislature. 

What is amazing to me is how many bills 
are proposed in a legislative session and how 
few are actually passed and become law. It is a 
burdensome process, but such rigor in creating 
new laws is, in many cases, beneficial.

Next week, workforce housing legislation.

State bills lingering in the legislature
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purchase tickets

at The Farm
a Holiday Evening with  

Mike Kinnebrew
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Shop            Now

Shop the corner of Fourth and Church 
Streets in Highlands for unique, inspiring 
gifts from Acorns & the Old Edwards Spa 

Boutique. Purchase gift cards on  
property or online. 

give gifts of

Betty Holt, Broker
Berkshire Hathaway 

HomeServices Meadows 
Mountain Realty

Text: 828.200.0280
betty@bhhsmmr.com

Those negative ads!

It’s probably no secret that 
Realtors sometimes embel-
lish things a bit, both with 

words and sometimes with 
photos using those wide-angle 
photos that make rooms ap-
pear larger than reality. That’s 
because we want to create the 
best possible impression of  the 
properties we market. And we 
happen to be enterprising peo-
ple, prone to a little exaggera-
tion, which we don’t always see 
as exaggeration, but after all, 
we are in sales!

So, we write these glorious 
ads, expounding on the posi-
tive attributes of  homes. I’ve 
always thought it would be fun 
to do an opposite kind of  ad and extol the 
negative aspects of  homes. As a joke, of  
course! 

The following is intended as entertain-
ment only. None of  the following descrip-
tions have anything to do with reality, but at 
the moment I’ve run out of  serious ideas 
and would like to give you and myself  a rea-
son to laugh. 

Original Ad: Far from the madding 
crowd is this picturesque cottage with 3 
bedrooms and baths, living room with ca-
thedral ceiling, stone fireplace, and shiplap 
walls. All on one level, it features a renovated 
kitchen, formal dining room, and separate 
primary bedroom and guest rooms. Outside 
is a cozy firepit to enjoy the night sky. 

Redone Ad: Say goodbye to civiliza-
tion and maybe to all of  mankind as you 
traverse narrow, winding gravel roads for 
miles on end to find this place. Don’t expect 
your family to visit you here, though if  they 
did and they were old, they might need to 
bring an oxygen tank for the stairs going up 
to this home. If  they survived, they would 
enjoy being all on one level and they could 
sleep far away from you. Be sure to bring a 
flashlight to find the fire pit. It is down the 
hill a bit and you might want to light it while 
there’s still daylight. Still, what a great place!

Original Ad: This lake lot is the per-
fect place to build your dream home. The 
topography is perfect to take advantage of  
a mountain view from the top and lake ac-
cess from the bottom. Though in a neigh-
borhood of  other homes, the lot is large 
enough to feel private. Wildlife abounds on 
this gently sloping lot which is a must-see 
for the money.

Redone Ad: Calling all 
mountain goats! And experi-
enced builders of  homes on 
exceedingly steep lots! The key 
to this lot is the builder who has 
success with homes not falling 
off  the mountain. Once in your 
dream home you will enjoy the 
lake view but probably not trav-
el down to the water unless you 
want to break a leg or confront 
the black bear and family who 
live at the bottom. Just think 
how pretty they’ll look in the 
pictures, though, and you can 
impress all your friends with the 
“wild life” you are living.

Original Ad: If  you like 
living in a community of  like-

minded people, this carefree condo is per-
fect for you. Leave the upkeep to the Asso-
ciation for a small fee and spend your time 
enjoying your vacation home instead of  do-
ing all the work of  maintaining it. Two bed-
rooms and two baths with galley kitchen, 
living room with fireplace, and large deck 
looking into the woods complete the pic-
ture. Some stairs required.

Redone Ad: If  you are a single person 
who’s afraid to be alone, look no further. 
You’ll never feel lonely in this carefree con-
do. The people downstairs have a dog that 
whines from morning ‘til night. The upstairs 
couple have a great stereo system for the 
disco dancing contests they often partici-
pate in. You can feel the love coming from 
all directions! And if  you feel overwhelmed 
by all the attention, don’t worry—it’s only 
for 6 months a year. The whole complex 
was not built for wintertime use and closes 
in the winter. You can take all your posses-
sions and find a new place to live!

Original Ad: Have a place in the 
mountains for a small slice of  what an en-
tire home would cost. Fractional ownership 
offers you both prime time and off-season 
time to visit the place you love. This is an 
ideal situation for those still working and 
having limited time to spend on vacation. 
This 3 bedroom home will hold your entire 
family. Think of  all the special memories 
you can make together and not worry about 
it when it’s not your time to visit.

Redone Ad: Do you have an affin-
ity for blind dates? Like sitting with people 
you don’t know for dinner? If  you have 
an adventurous spirit, you’ll love sharing a 
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HIGHLANDS
MLS# 97269  |  $3,500,000  |  10.01 Acres
 This property has a massive view into Blue Valley with mountains as far as the eye 
can see. It is a very tranquil, private setting with two ponds, a carport, a storage 
shed, and the foundation in the ground for a home. The property can be 
subdivided and all sites will have spectacular views or it would be the perfect 
spot for a family compound. Brushy Face is just a couple of miles from Main Street.

THE MICHAUD RAUERS GROUP  |  828.526.4101

HIGHLANDS
MLS# 101680  |  $699,000  |  2BR / 2BA
This renovated lake view cottage is the perfect Highlands hideaway! The 
comfy living room that has a warm, wood-paneled accent wall, and double 
doors lead to the partially covered deck, where you can enjoy the views of Lake 
Sequoyah. The home offers one level living with a ramp for accessibility. Easy 
access to Lake Sequoyah via a walking path. Two kayaks are included in the sale.

THE MICHAUD RAUERS GROUP  |  828.526.4101

WWW.MEADOWSMOUNTAINREALTY.COM   |  828.526.1717  |  488 MAIN ST, HIGHLANDS  |  2334 CASHIERS RD, HIGHLANDS  |  196 BURNS ST, CASHIERS

©2023 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are 
registered service marks of Columbia Insurance Company, a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate. Equal Housing Opportunity.

Welcome to a
LIFESTYLE
like no other.

WHEREVER LIFE TAKES YOU,
TRUST US TO HELP YOU GET THERE.
Whether you want to be in the middle of it all or get away from it all –
if you’re ready for what’s next, a BHHS Meadows Mountain Realty Forever 
Agentsm is ready to help. Explore our collection of properties at 
MeadowsMountainRealty.com



•HigHlanDs Dining•

highlandermountainhouse.com

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
& Highlander Mountain House 

highlandermountainhouse.com
290 Main Street • Highlands • 828-526-2590

WED.-FRI. 
Lunch and Dinner

SATURDAY
Brunch and Dinner

SUN.
Brunch and Supper

BRUNCH:10a to 3p
LUNCH: 11a to 3p

DINNER: 5-9p
BRUNCH:

Sat & Sun 10a - 3p

Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p • Sun. 11a to 7p 
Closed Tuesdays

828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

Asia HouseAsia House
Japanese • Asian• Thai Cuisine

828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900

151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

Take-out & 
Dine-in 

Open noon-9p
Closed Wednesdays

� , lwoLFGANG'S l w RESTAURANT & WINE BISTRO 

Celebrating 29 years 

American Cuisine with a 
German Twist and Creole Flair 

474 Main Street I 828.526.3807 
wolfgangs.net 

TUES – SAT
DINNER STARTS

@ 5:30 PM

DINE IN AND CARRY OUT : LAKESSIDERESTAURANT.INFO

Open for our 29th season
Wed.-Sun. 

Bistro opens at 4 p.m. 
Dinner begins at 5:30

828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com
US 64w • Highlands

41 Years of Fine Dining

Open
Fri. & Sat.

5:30-9p

Homemade Ice CreamHomemade Ice Cream  
featuring all time Favorite Flavors 

P L U S :P L U S :

 Tequila • Fruity Pebbles • Corn • Bubble Gum 
Dragon Fruit & more! 

Cups

Cones

Milkshakes

Sundaes

Smoothies

173 Main Street 
in Wright Square

828-567-7443
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Highlands Oldest Family Grocery 
70 years of making hungry people smile! 

Wonderful Steaks cut-to- order 
Prepared ready to heat sides and dimers 

Fresh produce, specialty foods and wine, homemade deli 
salads, sandwiches and salads homemade pies, cakes, 

cookies and so much more! 
OPEN

Wed.-Fri.- 9a-5:30p 
Sat.: 9a-5p

493 Dillard Road  828-526-2762

(Reservations only)



Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round
Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar

Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Open 
7 days/6 nights
Closed Wed. night

Lunch: 11a-3:30p 
Dinner: 

5:30p - until

 •Dining•

The Secret Garden is in The Village Square 
behind K-H Founders Park. 

Hot & cold sandwiches, a variety of salads, bakery items, and 
SECRET daily specials. Freshly made & ready for pick up. 
208 N. 5th St. • Village Square • (828) 305-7509

Modern Fast Food & 
Courtyard Market

Mon.-Fri. • 11:30a to 5p 
Sat.• noon to 5p
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The Holidays are approaching!
Now is the time to order your 

HOLIDAY CHARCUTERIE BOARDS 
and make plans for Holiday Parties.

Call The Secret Gar-
den in The Village 

Square behind K-H 
Founders Park. 

208 N. 5th St. 
Village Square 

(828) 305-7509

The Secret Garden

Make the call to AA 
828-349-4357(HELP)

•obituaries•
Mary Peareson Greig

Mary Louise Peareson Grover 
Greig, peacefully and gracefully de-
parted this life on November 9, 2023.

Mary was born in Houston, TX 
on August 16, 1926 to Hallie Kel-
ley Peareson and Philip Edward 
Peareson. She grew up in Richmond, 
TX, a small town near Houston where 
generations of  her family had lived. 
After graduating from Richmond High School, she attend-
ed Hockaday Junior College in Dallas and the University 
of  Texas in Austin where she was a member of  Pi Beta 
Phi sorority. She graduated in 1946 and in July of  that year 
she married Robert Spencer Grover of  Los Angeles, CA 
and they moved to Los Angeles to begin their life together. 

After Bob died in 1963 Mary married Ben Wayne 
Greig, from Austin, TX whom she had dated while at the 
University of  Texas. While living in Fort Lauderdale, they 
bought a home in Highlands, NC where they spent half  of  
each year after Ben retired and they moved to Houston. 

Mary continued living in Houston and Highlands af-
ter Ben died in 2005. 

To know Mary Greig was to love her. She was a won-
derful wife, mother, a grateful friend, a loving supportive 
grandmother and a completely delighted great-grandmoth-
er. She was a lifelong Episcopalian, and her deep faith 
guided her life especially as she experienced the grief  in 
losing her 2 husbands and her daughter. 

Mary was preceded in death by her beloved husbands, 
Robert Grover and Ben Greig, beloved daughter, Christine 
Estes, cherished parents, Hallie and Phillip Peareson, much 
loved sister Kelley Moore, and Kelley’s two sons Hilmar 
Moore Jr and Philip Moore. 

She is survived by her daughter Carol Taaffe (Peter), 
son-in-law, Robbie Estes and Ben’s children, Brian Greig 
(Jane), Betsy Greig, Bruce Greig (Lisa), and Ginna Hall. 
She is survived by many grand- and great grandchildren.

Mary’s family would like to thank all the people who 
made Mary’s life so comfortable and happy. In Highlands 
her “wonderful helpers” as she liked to call them include 
her kind and loving team of  caregivers, Lou Rogers, Chris-
tina Joiner, Tina Kehoe, Kim Ledford, Kimberley Ferrell, 
Cheryl Huskins and Genise Humphrey, her doctor Dr. Pat-
ti Wheeler, Tina Rogers, Mary Rounds, Cedar Chan, Cindy 
Oliver and her team at the Four Seasons Hospice. 

In lieu of  flowers, the family requests with gratitude 
that contributions in Mary’s memory be directed to The 
Highlands Emergency Council, The Highlands Commu-
nity Child Development Center or the Hudson Library 
Highlands. 

A memorial service for Mary will be held on Thurs-
day, December 7 at 11 A.M. at the Church of  the Incarna-
tion in Highlands, NC with a reception following in Jones 
Hall at the church. 

Morris Godwin Caye
Mr. Morris Godwin Caye, of  Mari-

etta, Ga passed away Monday, Novem-
ber 27, 2023. Morris was born in Augus-
ta, Ga. December 28, 1957, to the late 
Charles G. Caye, Sr. and Dorothy God-
win Caye. He worked and retired as vice 
president from W.C. Caye & Company. 
Morris was a loving father, son, brother, 
and uncle. He was an avid football fan, 
golfer, loved going to the Casino, and playing billiards. 
Morris loved Highlands and he never met a stranger. 

Survivors include his life partner, Beth Gutzweiler; 
two daughters, Lindsay Caye Gilliland, Adrienne Caye 
Chamberlin (Tray); three grandchildren; a sister, Melinda 
Caye Bernt; and a brother, Charles Giddings Caye, Jr. 

A private funeral service was held Friday, December 1, 
2023, in Highlands for family and friends.

In lieu of  flowers donations can be made to the High-
lands Food Pantry, 348 South 5th St. Highlands, NC 28741. 

Online condolences can be left at www.bryantgrant-
funeralhome.com Bryant-Grant Funeral Home & Crema-
tory is serving the Caye family. 

When someone you love becomes a memo-
ry, the memory becomes a treasure.

Greta DeCourcy passed peacefully 
on November 29, 2023. Before relocat-
ing to Sarasota, she was a Highlands res-
ident for over thirty years. She enjoyed 
mountain hikes and gardening. Her yard 
was a potpourri of  rare blooms and an 
exquisite dahlia collection. Greta always 
had a suitcase packed and was ready for another adven-
ture. She enjoyed preparing food as a way of  cultivating 
relationships with friends and family.

She will be missed dearly by her family and friends. 
In lieu of  cards and condolences, remember her with a smile. 

Lest you forget, purple rocks!

Greta DeCourcy
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Jody Lovell
Highlands and Cashiers 

Sotheby’s International Realty
828.526.4104

Oh What Fun!

All events, other than Ice Skating, are organized and hosted by the 
Highlands Chamber of Commerce/Visit Highlands, NC.

Ice Skating in the Park 
Now Open

Thru March 3, 2024
Thursdays 3:30 – 8 p.m., Fridays 3:30 – 10 p.m., 

Saturdays 1 – 10 p.m. and Sundays 1 – 5 p.m. 
Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park

$5, with or without skates.

Santa in the Park
  

December 2, 9 & 16
Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park

Light Up the Park & Main
Saturday, November 25

6 — 8 p.m. 
Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park

Highlands Christmas Parade
Saturday, December 2

10 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Main Street

Lighting o the Meno
 
rah

Thursday, December 7
5:30 p.m.

Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park

Celebrate the joy and beauty 
of the season in Highlands.

Bronze sculpture • Paintings 
Vintage & Antique Collectables & 

Furniture • Costume Jewelry
 and much more

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

(828) 
526-4818

On the 
corner 

of 3rd & 
Spring

...INVESTING from 
page 4
home with several people you’ve never met 
and possibly never will! Although you won’t 
know anything about their personal habits, 
you’ll soon find out! You’ll be sleeping in 
their bed, walking across their carpet, using 
all the appliances they used, taking a bath 
in their bathtub. Imagine the surprise of  
finding that your furniture has been moved 
around and any clothing you left there has 
been thrown away. You’re a person who 
likes change and revels in the unknown. 
This place is for you!

• Betty Holt is a Highlands native with over 
40 years’ experience in the Highlands market. She 
deals with both Buyers and Sellers, and occasionally 
resorts to tomfoolery in her writing of  more serious 
subjects.She can be reached at 828-526-4218 or 
Betty@bhhsmmr.com. 

Highlands Sotheby’s 
International Realty proudly 
announces that agent Jody 
Lovell has been honored 
among the Top 100 agents 
worldwide within the So-
theby’s International Realty 
network. These distinguished 
agents epitomize the most 
sought after locales world-
wide, and we are delighted 
that our beloved Highlands-
Cashiers Plateau is included 
in this exclusive category.

The prestigious recog-
nition brought together the 
world’s top Sotheby’s Inter-
national Realty agents for an evening of  
celebration in New York City at Le Berna-
din. Sotheby’s International Realty’s global 
network is comprised of  26,500 agents 
spanning 1,100 offices across 83 countries, 
a testament to the power of  the brand’s un-

paralleled reach. Each year, 
Sotheby’s International Real-
ty honors top producers of  
the global network as part of  
the Sotheby’s International 
Realty Top 100 Awards Cer-
emony.

Jody, the top-produc-
ing individual agent on the 
Highlands-Cashiers MLS 
for the past twenty years, 
was honored for her sales 
volume exceeding $100 Mil-
lion in 2022. Jody represents 
the exceptionalism that dif-
ferentiates Sotheby’s Inter-
national Realty.

“This recognition really belongs to my 
clients, friends, and colleagues who make 
selling real estate in this area a passion and 
delight. I cannot express enough gratitude 
for your support and friendship,” said Jody 
Lovell, Broker-Owner of  the firm.

Lovell named a Top 100 agent worldwide

Wreaths across America Day is on 
Saturday, Dec. 16 beginning at noon from 
the Rec Park from where volunteers will be 
shuttled to and from before and after plac-
ing wreaths. 

Wreaths can be sponsored for $17 
and order forms can be printed from the 
Facebook page at https://bit.ly/donate-
highlandswaa2023. Forms are also available 
at Highlands United Methodist Church, 
Highlands Rec Park or Highlands Deco-
rating Center. You can also sponsor online 

‘Wreaths Across America Day’ is Sat. Dec. 16
at https://www.wreathsacrossamerica.
org/.../167634/Overview/...

This is Highlands’ 7th year honoring 
veterans on national Wreaths across Amer-
ica Day. The 2023 theme is “Serve and Suc-
ceed.” The goal is to have 575 wreaths to 
be placed at cemeteries in Highlands, Scaly 
Methodist, Scaly Mountain, Baptist, Horse 
Cove, Macedonia (Satolah), Clear Creek, 
Buck Creek, Mt. Moriah (Goldmine) and 
Miller. Wreaths will also be available for 
some family cemeteries in the area.
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UNR I VA L ED

190 Wingina Place
Highlands, NC 28741 | $695,000 | MLS #102123 
Steve Sheppard & Rick Harrison | 404-219-1349

226 Napa Ridge Lane D
Highlands, NC 28741 | $1,250,000 | MLS #100992 

Darlene Conley | 404-427-2448

CASHIERS OFFICE  |  800.210.0321

#1 in the Carolinas#1 in the Carolinas

WILDCAT CLIFFS OFFICE  |  828.526.4525
SAPPHIRE OFFICE  |  828.507.3165

HIGHLANDS-DOWNTOWN OFFICE  |  828.526.8784
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• See TOWN BOARD  page16

I’m baaaaaack again!
With the same menu, low prices, FREE coffee and an older more mellow attitude!

Come by for a visit and enjoy those Appalachian Fries and a fresh Gyro! 

Salads • Pitas • Burgers • Philly Cheese Steak • Shrimp Pita • Susan’s Rueben • Italian Sausage • Chicken Wings 
Appalachian Fries • Onion Rings • Fried Shrimp • Fish n’ Chips • Chicken Fingers and more!

Dine in or Call in your order for Pickup! • 828-482-1513 • 462 Dillard Road (across from Dusty’s)
Highlands

Lunch
Tues. - Sat.

11a to 3p
828-482-1513

There are 12 locations to drop off  coats, gloves and warm win-
ter wear: 1st Presbyterian Church, the United Methodist Church , 1st 
Baptist Church, Our Lady of  the Mountains Catholic Church, the 
Episcopal Church of  the Incarnation, First Bank, the Highlands Civic 
Center, the Performing Arts Center, Don Leon’s restaurant, Commu-
nity Bible Church, and Dauntless Printers.

Winter wear can be dropped off  Monday-Friday, 8a to 2p and 
Saturdays 9a to 1p. 

Please donate work coats and coats that are new or gently worn. 

‘Community Coat Drive’ is 
underway all over town

PLA 
N::T 

by Lauren G 

rth2�; 

DRlfTWOQD 

JOHNNY WAS ft XC\/1 
J?uL t8tew � 

326 Main St. 
828-482-4375

Check out our new store in Cashiers! Order online at www.
Lulu & You - 142 HWY 107 facebook.com/LuluB/euNC 

•letter•
Dear Editor,

Why do I love Highlands? Let me count the ways. Having lived here 
for 35 years I could count 35 ways, but the latest was when my husband 
was involved in a single-car accident. 

After calling 9-1-1, Officer Mike Jolly was there within minutes di-
recting traffic. Before I could get there another good citizen, Bob Sut-
ton, stopped to help and direct traffic from the other direction. And a 
neighbor of  ours, Tracy Foor, also stopped to help and calm my hus-
band down. 

My husband was so distraught that Officer Jolly sent him home 
with me and stayed until the tow truck arrived. He then came to our 
house to let us know where the truck had been towed. Only in High-
lands …

Thank you Officer Mike Jolly, Bob Sutton and Tracy Foor.
Marsha Shmalo, Highlands

People make Highlands special

sidewalk from the post office to 
Cobb Road on the north side of  
NC 106 after Shelby Place nixed 
plans to have it on the south side. 
Funding will be pursued through 
grants and construction plans are 
in the works.

In addition, the Chamber of  
Commerce’s year-long lease was 
massaged for finalization, Moun-
tain Top Rotary got permission 
to have its two 2024 shows in 
KH-Founders Park on Fridays 
and Saturdays instead of  Satur-
days and Sundays.

Over the last couple of  

months streetlights have caused 
problems in neighborhoods - 
some people want them and oth-
ers don’t - while putting the town 
in the middle. This instigated the 
town adopting a “Town Street 
Light Policy.”

So as of  the November Town 
Board meeting, town-owned and 
maintained streetlights will be 
considered primarily in areas that 
have sidewalks or other pedestri-
an paths on public streets; though 
it’s happened in the past, the 
town will no longer place street-
lights on private streets; exist-

ing town-owned and maintained 
streetlights on private streets may 
remain at the discretion of  the 
Town Board or the Town Man-
ager. Complaints from adjoining 
or adjacent neighbors to the light 
will determine whether the light 
stays; streetlight placement on 
private streets will be the respon-
sibility of  the developer in future 
subdivisions; existing properties 
may place street lighting on their 
property at their expense and 
maintenance; all private lighting 
must comply with the Town of  
Highlands Unified Development 
Ordinance (UDO) Sec. 6.3.3; 
exterior residential security and 

area lighting must be on private 
property and; approval of  all ad-
jacent property owners and/or 
homeowners associations, if  ap-
plicable, must be obtained prior 
to submitting an application for 
installation of  a town streetlight.

A public hearing to change 
verbiage in the UDO regarding 
Exterior Commercial Lighting 
will be held at the Dec. 14 Town 
Board meeting.

The purpose of  the Exterior 
Commercial Lighting section of  
the UDO is to provide direction 

in controlling exterior lighting to 
enhance the areas being lit and 
not adversely affect motorists, 
pedestrians, and adjacent prop-
erties. 

The changes to the ordi-
nance primarily deal with “string 
lighting” and the fact that they 
can only be used as accent lights 
for dining areas and private prop-
erty walkways; only allowed over 
one dining structure like a deck, 
pavilion, or porch, per commer-
cial parcel and they may not be 

...TOWN BOARD continued from page 1
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Highlands School Homecoming Dance Sat. Dec. 2

Photos by the 
Sunset Yearbook Staff
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338 Main St.
526-4777

(Across from Town Hall)
(828) 526-8390 

207 N 4th St., Highlands

Come dress yourself 
and your home for 

the holidays
The Molly Grace! 

8106 Dillard Road • Scaly Mtn, NC • 828-526-8800
pens.dstm@gmail.com

Featuring more than 90 local artists offering 
hand-crafted items for sale with a percentage of every 
item sold goes to provide non-perishable food boxes to 
distribution sites in Highlands and Scaly Mountain, NC  

as well as in Rabun County, GA. 

Holiday Shopping in on in Highlands!Holiday Shopping in on in Highlands!

Pen Turning Class
Learn how to make your own 

wooden pen! 
Choose from 5 different pen 

styles. Cost: $40-50 per person 
and includes laser engraving. 
Bird House/Bird Feeder 

& Bat House Classes
Learn how to make a Bird House, 

Bird Feeder or Bat House! 
Choose from 5 different Bird 
House styles, 2 different Bird 
Feeder styles or a Bat House. 

Cost: $20-$45 per person 
Call 828-526-8800 or email 

scalymtncrafters@gmail.com to 
schedule a class! 

Each class lasts approximately 90 
minutes and provides 25 meals 

locally for each item made.

Family Classes at
Scaly Mountain Crafters 

End of End of 
SeasonSeason  
Thanksgiving 

SALE!SALE!

We will be open Christmas Eve, Sun., Dec. 24We will be open Christmas Eve, Sun., Dec. 24
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322 Main Street, Highlands • 828-482-0818

Highlands Mercantile is OPEN!Highlands Mercantile is OPEN!

Fine goods for your family and home.
Books • Chocolates • Coffee • Guy Gifts • Home • Skincare

(828)421-3546
361 Main St 
Highlands

(Next to Annawear)

(828) 526-5226 
450 Main St. 
Highlands

• Cookware 
• Bakeware 

• Cutlery 
• Gadgets 
• Tabletop 
• Stemware 

• Small Appliances

Gourmet Kitchenware

• Free People • THML 
 • Z Supply 

• Michael Stars 
  • Vintage Havana
  Jeans by:
  Joes • AG 
                 • Citizens        
         • Hudson  
  • Mother
        Shoes by:
  • ShuSh 
  • Diba   
	 	•	Blowfish	
  • Matisse

355 Main Street
(in The Galax Theatre

526-4660

  

Come dress for Come dress for 
the holidaysthe holidays

A Highlands tradition since 1940
Our 83rd season on Main Street

Mon.-Sat.10a-5p • Sunday 12-5p
828-526-3160

Open 10am Daily
828-482-1920
221 N. 4th St.

(Across from Town Hall)

Stylish hats at affordable 
prices!

Visit The Highlands Hatter
To get your 

Hattitude adjusted!

It’s time to 
buy for
others!

Holiday 
SALE is on 

NOW!

Holiday Shopping is on in Highlands!Holiday Shopping is on in Highlands!

Don’t miss our 
upstairs SALE room!

Save up to 
50% on 

Fall clothing.
Get your holiday 
shopping done 

and save 
$$$
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Highlands Christmas Parade Dec. 2 ‘23
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Highlands Christmas Parade Dec. 2 ‘23
Photos by Kim Lewicki
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• Incredible Views
• Par 72 Championship Course  

stretching 6,900 yards of Peaks and Valleys
• Open Daily, • Year-Round • Public Golf 

2 hrs. northeast of Atlanta • 20 Minutes from Highlands, NC
For Tee Times, Membership Information or Event Rentals, 

please call 706-746-5302 
www.skyvalleycountryclub.com

 The Coolest Golf Course  
in Georgia 

Nominated for ‘America’s Best’
Top 5% of Brokers in 2022* HCMLS

20 years experience
Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742 

AndreaGabbard@
gmail.com

located on or over publicly owned property.
The lights must be commercial grade 

and hard wired; only on during a businesses 
operating hours; no more than 2-inches in 
diameter; with no more than two lines of  
LED string lights which must be a mini-
mum of  six feet apart and no higher than 15 
feet and no lower than eight feet above the 
floor; only white or clear lights are allowed 

unless colored lights are approved by the 
Planning Board, but no flashing lights are 
allowed.

NOTE:
As of  Monday, Dec. 4, Mayor Pat 

Taylor terminated both the burning ban 
and mandatory water reduction declara-
tion.              - Kim Lewicki

...TOWN BOARD continued from page 10

Paolo McRae, Tate Wilson, Jack Sumner, Aniah McKim, Chase Kenter, Conner Hughes, Jesus 
Mendoza and Finneaus Garner.

...SWIM TEAM continued from page 1

meet. In addition to Wilson, Finneaus Garner 
won the 50 and 100 free, and Chase Kenter 
won the 500 free and the 100 backstroke 
(back). All three scored 18 pts. Garner quali-
fied for WNC Regionals in February in both 
of  his events, and Kenter in the 500. Wilson 
qualified for consideration for Regionals in 
her two events and Kenter in the 100 back.

The boys won eight of  the 10 events that 
they entered.

Kenter, Anaih McKim, Jack Sumner, 
and Garner won the 200 Medley Relay and 
qualified for Regionals. Sumner won and 
qualified for Regionals in the 200 IM (Indi-

vidual Medley) and consideration in the 
100 Breaststroke (Breast). McKim swam 
consideration times in the 100 Breast and 
the 100 Butterfly (Fly).

The relay team of  Paolo McRae, 
Sumner, Conner Hughes, and Aniah Mc-
Kim won the 200 Free Relay. Hughes also 
won the 100 Fly qualifying for Regionals 
and swam a consideration time in the 50 
free. McRae swam Regional Consideration 
times in the 200 IM and the 100 Free.

In the 400 Free Relay the team of  
McRae, Hughes, Kenter and Garner won 
and swam a Regional Consideration time.
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•HigHlanDs eVents•
NEW POOL SCHEDULE

• Lap Swim: Mon.-Fri., 6.-9:45a, and 
Sat.,10a-11p - 6 lanes. Water Aerobics: 18 
yrs plus, Mon.-Fri. 10 -11am with Karen 
Chambers. Adult Swim: 18 years old+, 
Mon.-Thurs 11a-1:30p; Public Swim Mon. 
thru Thurs. 3:30-7p; Sat. 11a-6p and Sun. 
1-6p. For info, call 828-526-1595.

ICE RINK SCHEDULE
• Thursdays 3:30-8p; Fridays 3:30-10p 

and Saturday’s 1-10p; Sundays 1-5p. Also, 
Sun., Dec. 24, 1-5p; Tues. Dec. 26, Wed., Dec. 
27,  Mon. Jan. 1, Wed., Jan 3 -- 1-8p..

Through March 3
• Ice Skating in the Park is opening 

soon. Thursdays 3:30-8p; Fridays 3:30-10p; 
Saturdays 1-10p; Sundays 1-5p. $5 with or 
without skates.

CPIURCH OF THE 
INCARNATION 

AADDVVEENNTT  IIIIII 
SSuunnddaayy,,  DDeecceemmbbeerr  1177  aatt  1100::3300aamm  

AAnnnnuuaall  FFeessttiivvaall  ooff  LLeessssoonnss  aanndd  CCaarroollss 

AADDVVEENNTT  IIVV  
SSuunnddaayy,,  DDeecceemmbbeerr  2244  aatt  1100aamm  

HHoollyy  EEuucchhaarriisstt  --  HHiissttoorriicc  CChhaappeell 

CCHHRRIISSTTMMAASS  EEVVEE  
SSuunnddaayy,,  DDeecceemmbbeerr  2244  aatt  44ppmm  &&  
66ppmm  HHoollyy  EEuucchhaarriisstt  wwiitthh  CChhooiirr  

CCHHRRIISSTTMMAASS  DDAAYY 
MMoonnddaayy,,  DDeecceemmbbeerr  2255  aatt  11  00aamm  

HHoollyy  EEuucchhaarriisstt  --  HHiissttoorriicc  CChhaappeell  

520 Main Street, Highlands, 
NC incarnationwnc.org 

JJooiinn  uuss  ffoorr  oouurr  wwoorrsshhiipp  sseerriieess "Engaging Advent" aatt  
First Presbyterian Church of Highlands

Sunday, December 10 
Sunday, December 17 
Thursday, December 21 
Sunday, December 24 

11:00am 
11:00am 
12:00pm 

Lessons & Carols: We Sing Congregational Luncheon 
Sunday Celebration: We Prepare 
Service of Light: We Remember 

11:00am 
4:30pm 
5:00pm 

Sunday Celebration: We Hope Harp Prelude by Ji llionna Plemmons Christmas Eve Service with Candlelight: We Rejoice 
AAllll  aarree  wweellccoommee!!  TTooddooss  ssoonn  bbiieennvveenniiddooss!!  
447711  MMaaiinn  SSttrreeeett  HHiigghhllaannddss,,  NNoorrtthh  CCaarroolliinnaa  882288..552266..33117755  wwwwww..ffppcchhiigghhllaannddss..oorrgg  

Through Dec. 31
The Artistic Work of John Robert Mack 

at the Macon County Library in Franklin on 
Siler Road..

Dec. 9, 16
• Santa in the Park at K-H Founders 

Park.
Thurs., Dec. 7
• Lighting of the Menorah in K-H 

Founders Park at 5:30 p.
• Rotary Bingo at the Community 

Building	 at	6:30-8:30	p.m.	 to	benefit	 Shop-
with-a-Cop.

Dec. 8-24
• “Home of the Holidays” at Mountain 

Theatre Company now in residence at the 
Performing Arts Center on Chestnut Street. 
Tickets go to www.mountaintheatre.com

Tue, Dec. 12
• Rabun Gap Local Artisan Christmas 

Market in the Bivins-Jones Family Art Gallery 
on campus, featuring unique Christmas gifts 
curated from local artists and makers in Rabun 
and Macon counties 9:30 AM-noon and 6-8 
PM. The Bivins-Jones Family Gallery is located 
on	the	second	floor	of	the	Arts	&	Technology	
Building at Rabun Gap-Nacoochee School.  For 
questions about the event, email Artistic Di-
rector Joshua Miller at jmiller@rabungap.org.

Fri. Dec. 15

• At The Learning & Literacy Center, a 
Gingerbread Decorating Extravaganza! For 
toddlers, preschoolers and their caregivers 
at 11 a.m. It’s Free and no registration is re-
quired. 675 S. 4th Street.

Sat. Dec. 16
• Wreaths across America Day is Sat-

urday The ceremony will be at 12 noon at 
Highlands Rec. Park, 600 North 4th Street. 
Volunteers are needed to place wreaths. Vol-
unteers will be shuttled to and from High-
lands Cemetery afterwards.
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Proverbs 3:5 • places to worsHip • John 3:16

BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor (828) 421-1315

Sundays: School:10 a.m. , Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298

Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30
Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30 

CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley. GA • 706-746-2999 

Sundays: 10 a.m. Worship; Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 
Rev’d Dr. Michael Matlock, Rector 
464 Hwy 64E. Cashiers. NC 28717

CAC@christanglicancashers.org & 828-743-1701
Sundays: 9:30 am Adult Christian Formation;

10:30 am Holy Eucharist Worship
Wednesdays: 6 pm Bible Study, Prayer, Potluck

Thursdays: 10 am Healing Eucharist
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY. CASHIERS

Pastor Brent Metcalf • 743-5470
www.cashiers.church

Sun.10:45am. S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
Tues. Guys study 8am. Gals 10am.

CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685

3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC • Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sundays: Service 10:45am, Children’s 10:30am

Wednesdays: Youth 5:30-7pm; Women’s Bible Study: Mondays 
4:30pm, Tuesdays 10am; Men’s Bible Study: Wednesdays & 

Thursdays 7am @ Zookeeper Bistro
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY

706. 746.3144 • 696 Sky Valley Way #447 
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas

Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd Sunday 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. W. Bentley Manning, Rector • 526-2968
5th and Main streets • www.incarnationwnc.org

Sunday: Rite I, spoken, 8 am in Chapel, Rite II with Choir 10:30 
am in Sanctuary, Wed: Healing Eucharist 12 pm in Chapel, Morn-

ing Prayer: Mon-Thurs 8:30 am in Chapel
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS

828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor • 220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Women’s 10:30 am
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Emily Wilmarth, pastor 
828-526-3175 • fpchighlands.org

Sun.: Adult Ed.: 10 a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.
Tues: Men’s Group 10 a.m. Wed: Bell Choir 4 p.m.. Choir:6p

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 

Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS

Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers

www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville. NC • 743-2729 • Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a. Worship 11a & 7p. Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson • 11339 Buck Creek Road
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily 

sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a. Wednesday Worship is 6:30p

HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
 Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor & Rev. Christine Murphy 

526-3376
In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services

 909a Bluegrass and 11a Traditional
 www.highlandsmethodist.org

HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA
2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741

Rev. Ken Langsdorf
Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.

Visit our website: Holy Family Lutheran Highlands NC
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH

8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11. Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.

MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
Franklin • 828-634-1312 • mountainsynagoguewnc.com.

Services: 1st /Fri. and 3rd Sat. 
and Rosh Hashanah & Yom Kippur. 
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 

743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church.  

4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 
Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 

OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone – 526-2418
Tues. - 9:30am; Thurs. - 9:30am; Sun. - 11am 

SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby

Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 
ST. JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

Mass: Tues. noon (Latin). Thurs. 9a.; Fri.. noon; 
Sat. 5:30p; Sun. 9a 

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448	Highway	107	S..	Office:	•	743-2359	•	Rev. Rob Wood

Sunday Services: 8a. 9:30 & 11a
Visit our website www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com for 

schedules of activities. 
Our Bazaar Barn supports outreach in the community. 

Open Thurs., Fri. Sat. 10a -2p.
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 

85 Sierra Drive. Franklin • uufranklin.org  
Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 

WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers

Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am

Pastor Mark Ford 
First Baptist Church
Highlands

God with us, 
our only hope

During Advent we wait. Just as Israel longed for 
Messiah in His first coming, we yearn for His sec-
ond coming. During Christmas we rejoice that His 

Light has come into the world and remains with His people. 
On the first Sunday of  Advent, celebrated this past Sunday, 
we celebrate that God broke in on creation to redeem us 
through His incarnational birth, life, and death on the cross. 
It was Augustine who noted that His first coming was in 
relative obscurity while in the second it will be witnessed by 
the whole world. He came into obscurity to be judged for 
our sins, but the next time to be the judge. 

We live in a world that marginalizes God more and 
more. Even in the Church, His body, He appears absent 
from our lives as we operate out of  a prosperity driven self-
confidence, technologically inebriated, and a narcissistic in-
vincibility. God is kept quietly on the margins of  our lives. 
Yet we celebrate Christmas, singing to Immanuel, God with 
us. But Advent is a time to reflect and revive the need for 
God to “break in on us” once again and give us HOPE! 

Isaiah mourned his day of  neglect of  God, and it reso-
nates with our own (Isaiah 1:4, 11-18). The people were 
in deplorable circumstances given that their lives, homes, 
nation, families, wealth, and governmental stability were 
all threatened by impending political disasters – in succes-
sive waves the Assyrians, Babylonians, and Persians were 
headed their way to destroy them. Adding to their woes was 
that their worship of  God had been greatly abandoned and 
worship – when it occurred - was a redundant, mediocre 
practice of  ritual. Liturgy without life. Wells without water. 
But as the prophet will preach, their hope was in a return-
ing to God and seeking His renewed presence and power 
among them. 

But for that to happen, we like Isaiah will need to re-
pent (Isaiah 6:1-8). Again, Advent begins with the Hope of  
God once again breaking in on us and restoring His people. 
It might be hard to believe, but Christmas Hope begins with 
contrition and repentance. Immanuel, “God with us,” starts 
with heart preparations if  we want to witness His throne 
and presence, and there receive grace, forgiveness, and res-
toration. This is, after all, the real message of  Christmas. 

But one more thought. Isaiah then experienced hope 
for a better day. A day of  ultimate deliverance (Isaiah 7:14; 
9:6-7; 60:1-3; 65:17-18). The promise of  the coming of  
God into our darkness and despair came with a job descrip-
tion. First, He will take over the governance of  the world. 
Second, He will rule as a wonderful counselor, giving wise 
guidance to the world. And third, He will rule as the mighty 
God that He is, as father and regent of  peace. And there 
will be no end. For all the bluster and anger over the po-
litical scene today, let us turn to the God who is with us in 
Christ, for that is our only real hope. Celebrate Christmas, 
but during the Advent season, repent of  those sins that He 
came to die for the first time, and rejoice in the HOPE we 
have in a new day coming in His second coming! 
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•police & Fire reports•
Highlands Police en-

tries from Nov. 27. Only 
the names of persons 
arrested, issued a sum-
mons/citation, issued a 
Class-3 misdemeanor or 
those of public officials 
have been used. 

Nov. 27
•	At	 8	 a.m.,	 officers	 re-

sponded to a call of destruc-
tion to property valued at 
$800 at a residence on Cul-
lasaja Drive.

•	 At	 4:15	 p.m.,	 officers	
responded to a one-vehicle 
accident on US 64 east at 
Sherwood Forest Road.

Nov. 29
•	At	9:25	p.m.,	officers	re-

sponded to a medical call for 
help at a residence on Culla-
saja Drive.

Dec. 3
•	 At	 2:59	 a.m.,	 officers	

responded to a one-vehicle 
accident on US 64 west and 

Rock Hill Road.

The Highlands Fire & 
Rescue log from Nov. 28.

Nov. 28
• At 9:24 a.m., the dept. 

provided public assistance at 
a location on N. 4th Street.

• At 10:42 a.m., the dept. 
responded to a call of a tree 
down on the Walhalla Road.

Nov. 29
• At 9 a.m., the dept. was 

called about open burning at 
a location on Mt. Lori Drive.

• At 12:34 p.m., the dept. 
responded	 to	 a	fire	 alarm	at	
a residence on Hickory Lane.

• At 5:02 p.m. the dept. 
responded to a call of a pos-
sible gas leak at a location on 
N. 4th Street.

• At 7:43 p.m., the dept. 
provided public assistance at 
a location on Horse Cove 
Road.

• At 9:26 p.m., the dept. 

142 HWY 107, Cashiers, NC 28717 • 828-482-5011 • Open Year Round

Brazilian Cowhides

Holidays are fun atHolidays are fun at
Diva’s on Main!Diva’s on Main!

THE 
FIREWOOD COMPANY

Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn!
Here, There and Everywhere ... 

the Atlanta area, too!

828.200.3050 
bobhenritze@gmail.com • www.firewoodcompany.net

was	first-responders	to	a	resi-
dence on Cullasaja Drive.

Nov. 30
• At 3:37 p.m., the dept. in-

vestigated the cause of smoke 
at a residence on N. Cobb 
Drive.

Dec. 1
• At 5:56 p.m., the dept. 

responded to a motor vehi-
cle accident on the Cashiers 
Road.

• At 6:12 p.m., the dept. 
responded to a motor vehicle 
accident on the Walhalla Road.

Dec. 2
• At 4:28 p.m., the dept. 

was	first-responders	to	a	resi-
dence on Ridge Lake Circle.

• At 11:42 p.m., the dept. 
responded to a motor vehicle 
accident on the Walhalla Road.

Dec. 3
• At 11:24 a.m., the dept. 

was	first-responders	 to	 a	 lo-
cation on N. 5th Street.
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Highlands Automotive

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

NC
Inspection

Station

Service
&

Repair

► 828-526-9325 ◄
Generators aren't just a "thing" we do, 

generators are all we do! 

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 log cabins nestled in 
the hemlocks 

on 25 acres at the base 
of Whiteside 
Mountain.

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

Mendoza Tree Expert
& Crane Service

Quality Tree Care & Removal 
18+ years

828-200-9217 • fully insured

estimates@mendozatree.com
www.mendozatree.com

We accept al l  credit cards

Grading • Lot Clearing • Retaining Wall
Driveways • Septic Placement

Call Raul 
706-982-3803 
706-970-7638
828-347-0255

valenciagrading@gmail.com

GARY GARREN
Cell: (828) 482-2370

gsgarren@gmail.com

 Downtown Office
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC

Highlandssothebysrealty.com

33

Ryan M. Bears
Branch Leader

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784

ryan.bears@allentate.com

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

JUNK
WE HAUL IT AWAY

House / Garage / Yard
Call for free estimate

 828 - 421 - 5188

• Septic Installation
• Land Clearing/Clean Up
• Driveway Install/Repair
• Gravel/Dirt/Mulch/Delivery

• Pressure Washing
• Culvert/Drainage Installs
• Sod Installation

…We Love Small Jobs!
828-655-7733

www.blueridgelandservices.com

Life is better connected.
Join us this Sunday

(new series)
8:40am - Coffee/Nibbles

9am - Live Stream 
w/Andy Stanley

For directions call Bee at 404-307-1415.
8/31

Paul Corbin
Owner

A&O LANDSCAPING SERVICES, LLC

828-371-2240
pcorbin1631@aol.com

Founding Member
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Desimir 
Petrovic

Broker

Cell: 646-315-0048
Office: 828-526-8784

desimir.petrovic@allentate.com

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing

• House Maintenance
• Drywall Repair

• Deck Repair
Quality Work • Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com

828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

FOR SALE
3 RV CLASS A SITES  at	Wildflower	Creek	RV	

Resort. A small, secluded, mature luxury resort. Call for 
more information. 828-421-1709. (st. 10/13)

RV/TINY HOME LOTS FOR SALE. $35k-$45k/
ea. Each lot comes with water, power, and sewer run to 
each lot. www.TinyMountainEstates.com for more info. 
(st. 11/22)

FOR LEASE
NEW 1/BED APT. downtown Highlands in Vil-

lage Square. Walk-in closet and balcony. One year mini-
mum lease. Unfurnished. $3,500/mth. Call Robin at 828-
200-0044. (st. 12/7) 

LONG TERM FURNISHED STUDIO APT. 
One bedroom, full kitchen, bath, private entrance. Cable 
TV, Internet, W/D access. Minimum 3-month rental, 2 
miles from Highlands Hospital. No pets, no smoking. All 
utilities included. $1400 a month. Call 828-482-2613. (st. 
12/7)

2 BEDROOM 1 BATH 1550 SF with great Moun-
tain View 2 1/2 mins from Main Street.  $2200/Mo. An-
nual. Bobbygrace@icloud.com. Cell/Text 727-458-0787 
(st. 11/30)

2460 Cashiers Road • Highlands 828-526-2395
highlandslawnandgarden.com

Kiln dried 
FIREWOODFIREWOOD
Delivery or pickup

•classiFieDs•

Cosmos Flowers

Store: 828-526-0044
Cell: 828-200-6101

cosmosflowersnc@gmail.com
95 Highlands Plaza

Follow us
Instagram and facebook
@cosmosflowersnc

Full Service Florist

HOME REMODELING • NEW CONSTRUCTION 
INTERIOR 6 EXTERIOR• REPAIR • DRYWALL i=. -� 

SHOWER REMODEL • PAINT 6 STAIN 
REPAIR • DRYWALL • CARPENTRY 

828.332.2520 
828.371.2189 

MENDOZAPAINT17@GMAIL.COM 0 

BRAND NEW TRAILERS FOR RENT. 2 bed-
rooms/2 baths $1700/month and 3 bedrooms/2 baths 
$2250/month. Between Highlands & Cashiers. Includes 
hi-speed internet, water, & washer/dryer. No dogs. In-
quires, Marcy - (706) 982-0444. (st. 5/4) 

COZY LAKEFRONT COTTAGE AVAIL-
ABLE Fully furnished, one bedroom, one bath. Easy ac-
cess from Highlands Road in Franklin. Ideal corporate 
or seasonal rental between Highlands and Franklin. Call 
Sarah Miller at 770-757-7500 or email sarahmilleratl@
aol.com (st. 11/22)

HELP WANTED
LUPOLI CONSTRUCTION	 is	 hiring	 an	 office	

manager/executive assistant and a bookkeeper. Full-time, 
compensation based on experience. Please contact Re-
gina@Lupoliinc.com, 770.757.5004 for more information. 
(st. 11/2)

SERVICES 
HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS HANDYMAN – 

Chatlos Contruction – Remodels, Additions, Framing, 
Siding,	Roofing,	Decks,	Painting.	References.	Insured.	828-
200-4071

PROPERTY WATCH - Will watch over your 
house and property. 30 years experience. Lifetime resident. 
Honest, reliable and reasonable. Call 828-526-2289. Leave 
message. (st. 11/9) 

ANYTHING GOES CLEAN-UP SERVICE Complete 
property cleanup - house, garage, property, etc. Call Danny 
at 828-200-2855. (st. 9/28)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/KEVIN VINSON: 
scanning photos, slides & negatives to CD or DVD for 
easier viewing. Video transfer to DVD. Everything done in 
house. Leave message at 828-526-5208.

LEGALS
Sealed informal bids for the project entitled ABC 
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...CLASSIFIEDS continued from page 21
Retail Store Renovation will 
be received by 2:00 pm by the 
Town of Highlands ABC Board 
at 2:00 pm local time January 12, 
2024 in the Summit Architec-
ture	PA	office;	125	Main	Street;	
Highlands NC  28741. 

The opening will be public.
The	plans	and	specifications	

for the proposed work may be 
examined Monday through Fri-
day at the following location 
during normal business hours, 
between the hours of 9:00 am 
and 5:00 pm local time:

Summit Architecture PA
125 Main Street
Highlands NC  28741
Copies of the plans and 

specifications	 for	 the	 proposed	
work may be obtained Monday 
through Friday during normal 
business hours of 9:00 am and 
5:00 pm local time at the of-
fice	of	Summit	Architecture	PA	
upon a non-refundable payment 
of $100.00 per set.

Each bid shall be accompa-
nied	with	a	certified	check,	cash,	
cashier’s check payable to the 
Town of Highlands ABC Board 
or a satisfactory Bid Bond ex-

ecuted by a corporate surety li-
censed under the laws of North 
Carolina to execute such bonds 
in	 the	 amount	 equal	 to	 five	
percent of the total of the bid 
shall be submitted with each bid. 
Surety Company must be listed 
in the latest use of U.S. Treasury 
Circular 570. Said deposit shall 
be retained by the owner as li-
quated damages in event of fail-
ure of the successful bidder to 
execute the contract within ten 
days after the award or to give 
satisfactory surety as required 
by law.

No bid may be withdrawn 
after the scheduled closing time 
for the receipt of bids for a pe-
riod of 90 days.

Bidders may submit a bid 
prior to the scheduled closing 
time for the receipt of bids by 
following the instruction out-
lined	in	the	plans	and	specifica-
tions section entitled Instruc-
tion to Bidders. If the Bid is sent 
through the mail or other deliv-
ery system the sealed envelope 
shall be enclosed in a separated 
envelope with the notation BID 
ENCLOSED on the face of the 

interior envelope. Bids submit-
ted prior to bid time shall be ad-
dressed and delivered to: 

Town of Highlands ABC 
Board

ATTN: Josh Ward
PO Box 460 (mailing)
210 North Fourth Street 

(physical)
Highlands NC  28741.
It shall be the sole respon-

sibility of the prospective Bidder 
to insure receipt and delivery 
conformation of the bid.

Each bidder must be ap-
propriately licensed as a Con-
tractor in the State of North 
Carolina as provided in General 
Statutes Chapter 87. Each bid-
der must have a North Carolina 
Contractors License at the re-
quired limitation for the project.

Contractors submitting a 
Bid on the project must solicit 
bids from minority subcontrac-
tors and provide documenta-
tion of and outreach efforts as 
required by the Special Condi-
tions and Contract Documents.

The Owner reserves the 
right to reject any or all propos-
als.

Jeffrey L Weller
Summit Architecture, PA

Highlands NC  28741

ments, how many and by what 
method commissioners are elect-
ed is largely left up to individual 
counties.  There are no other for-
mal requirements, and there are no 
limitations on how many terms a 
commissioner can serve.

The typical county board in 
North Carolina consists of  5 or 
7 commissioners, although some 
counties have as many as 9. Boards 
generally meet at least two times 
per month at the county court-
house or administrative building. 
Different counties have different 
methods for electing their county 
commissioners.  Some commis-
sioners are elected at-large, some 
are elected at-large with residence 
requirements, while some are 
nominated and elected by district.

Since 1978, the five-member 
board in Macon County has been 
elected from three districts. Dis-
trict one comprises Ellijay, Flats, 
Highlands, and Sugarfork, with 
one member elected. 

District three includes Burn-
ingtown, Cartoogechaye, Cowee, 
and Nantahala, also electing one 
member. 

District two encompasses 
Iotla, Millshoal, North Franklin, 
East Franklin, South Franklin, 
Union, and Smithbridge, electing 
three members with staggered 
terms.

This structure allows poten-
tial candidates from District two 
to file for election every two years, 
while candidates from single-
member Districts one and three 
can only file every four years. 

For example, if  John Smith 
runs for the county board of  
commissioner in District two and 
loses, he can run again in another 
two years, however if  Jane Doe 
runs for the county board of  com-
missioners in District three or Dis-
trict one and loses, she cannot run 
again for four years.

“In order to provide equal 
opportunity to all eligible citizens 
of  Macon County to run for com-
missioner every two years, the 
Macon County Board of  Com-
missioners believes that the best 
method would be for the election 
of  one member from each of  the 
three districts, with two at-large 
members with staggered terms,” 

the resolution reads.
North Carolina allows the 

composition of  the board to be 
changed by one of  two ways. The 
method Shearl proposed was to 
petition state representatives to 
change the board via a local bill 
through the North Carolina Gen-
eral Assembly. 

The other option would be 
for the board to pass a resolution 
to call a special referendum on the 
question of  adoption of  the alter-
ations. The referendum would be 
held and conducted by the county 
Board of  Elections.

Macon County Commission-
er Gary Shields said that he didn’t 
see a need to change the way the 
county has operated for the last 45 
years therefore he didn’t support 
the resolution. Commissioner 
Josh Young said he agreed with 
the desire to ensure the elections 
are fair, however he did not want 
to see a change without first seek-
ing public input.

“Before we print a bill and 
sign it to Raleigh, I feel like it’s my 

duty to at least ask for public in-
volvement and get consideration 
from the public before I pass 
this thing,” said Young. “I do see 
where you’re going, and I do like 
that. So, I want to make sure it’s 
clear I’m not trying to run off  the 
rails here, but I feel like I want to 
really go through this.”

Commissioner Shearl advo-
cated for the resolution arguing 
that the current method is unfair, 
however, despite an individual be-
ing able to run for office every two 
years currently, there is no instance 
of  that happening in recent histo-
ry in Macon County. 

The Jackson County Board 
of  Commissioners consists of  five 
members elected for staggered, 
4-year terms. Each Commis-
sioner is elected county-wide, but 
must reside within the boundaries 
of  one of  the four districts. One 
Commissioner is elected for each 
district, with the exception of  the 
Chairman.

In Haywood County, Com-
missioners are elected to serve 

four-year staggered terms. All 
five commissioners are elected at-
large. Commissioners take office 
four weeks after they are elected 
in general elections every two 
years, on the first Tuesday in No-
vember.

In Clay County, there are five 
elected Commissioners. Each are 
elected at-large with residence 
requirements. All county com-
missioners are elected at the same 
time as members of  the General 
Assembly and other state officers, 
which take place in elections held 
in the month of  November in 
even-numbered years. Because 
the board members have stag-
gered four-year terms and two-
year terms, two of  the county 
commissioners are elected at each 
general election.

The Graham County board 
consists of  five members who 
are elected at-large on a partisan 
basis.

County Manager Derek Ro-
land to send the resolution on to 
the General Assembly.

...ELECTION continued from page 1
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401 N. Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741
828-526-3717 www.highlandsiscalling.com

info@highlandsiscalling.com
 https://www.facebook.com/CRVRHighlandsiscalling/
 https://Twitter.com/RealtynRentals

 Ace is the Place, 

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

11

Country Club Properties
 Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals. 
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery

33
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13

9

13

K-H Park

Martin-Lipscomb 
Performing Arts Center 

(PAC)

3

Highlander 
Mountain 

House 
& 

The Ruffed 
Grouse 
Tavern

highlandermountainhouse.com

DARLENE CONLEYDARLENE CONLEY
404.427.2448

MOUNTAIN MOUNTAIN LUXURYLUXURY
Dedicated to finding the 

home you’ve always wanted.

450 N. 4th St. Highlands, NC
828-526-5522

www.highlandsproperties.com

Wei chert. 
REALTORS 

Highlands Properties 

Team RickSteve
“The Power of 2”

Trusted advisors 
providing impeccable 
personalized service

PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP/ALLEN TATE REALTORSPAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP/ALLEN TATE REALTORS

(404) 219-1349 (404) 219-1349 •• HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC

����Thi*!�
5 Offices across the plateau! 

HIGHLANDS OFFICE 225 MAIN STREET 

PAM NELLIS CELL:828-787-1895
BROKER PAMELA.NELLIS@YAHOO.COM 

Top 5% of 
Brokers on MLS
in 2022 (HCBOR)

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

 Local Expertise, Global Connections. 
114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706

Sheryl Wilson

Licensed in NC and GA

HATHAWAY 
BERKSHIRE 

I REALTY 
MEADOWS MOUNTAIN 

HOMESEAVICES 

MITZI RAUERS 
Broker / Luxury Collection 
Specialist 
(404) 218-9123
mitzi@bhhsmmr.com

Andrea Gabbard
20 Years Experience

c: 828.200.6742 
AndreaGabbard@

gmail.com

4.22+/- Sloping acres on 
Whiteside Mountain Rd, 

Highlands
Mountain masterpiece. 

Unparalleled blend 
of sophistication and 

comfort. 
Up-close and long-range 

views. 4 BD suites. 
Gated entrance

MLS #: R103071. 
Offered for $5.3M



Pat Allen 
Broker in Charge 

#1 in the Carolinas #1 in the Country for Independent Firms #1 Small Team Company-wide 2022

Stronger together!
Sr;UT(t HCMLS (.:J R,afTrmd, 

pat@patallenrealtygroup.co
m 828.200.9179 
Main Office 
295 Dillard Road 
Highlands, NC 28741 
828.526.8784 
Julie Osborn 
Broker in Charge 
julie@patallenrealtygroup.co 
m 828.200.6165 
Wildcat Cliffs Office 
5121 Cashiers Road Highlands, NC 28741 828.526.4525 

patallenrealtygroup.com 

cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

242 S. 4th St. & Pop up 
on Main Street

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

Open Year-Round • 7 days a week
343-D Main Street • 526-4035

Open for 
Lunch & 
Dinner

11a-3:30p 
&

5:30-til?

8

9

www.wildthymegourmet.com

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

6

 5

828-526-2338

30  ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

41 Years of Fine Dining

Open for our 
29th season
Wed.-Sun.

Bistro opens at 4p
Dinner begins at 5:30p 

Taste the difference, Always fresh.

474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

Open Tues.-Sat.
5:30-9p

HIGHLANDS CASHIERS

Every home ... 
has a story. 

Let us tell yours.

HighlandsCashiersCIRE.com
210 North Fifth Street, 
Highlands, NC 28731

OOFF  2266,,000000  SSOOTTHHEEBBYY’’SS  IINNTTEERRNNAATTIIOONNAALL  RREEAALLTTYY  
AAGGEENNTTSS  WWOORRLLDDWWIIDDEE,,  22002233

TOP 100

JJOODDYY  LLOOVVEELLLL

 Deborah “Bee” Gleeson 
404.307.1415 

BeeGlee4@Gmail.com 
and

Pat Gleeson
828.782.0472 

PatrickGleeson4@Gmail.


