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By Ricky Siegel
The Rotary Club of  High-

lands held its’ 11th Twilight 5K 
last Saturday afternoon with the 
starting line in K-H Park on Pine 
Street. A total of  284 runners 
ranging in age from 2 to 84 years 
old finished the course with hun-
dreds of  Highlanders and visitors 

cheering participants on along the 
course and at the finish line back 
in the park. 

The overall winner was Ben-
jamin Kassel, 41, from Davidson, 
NC, who set a new course record.

The race was followed by mu-
sic from the High Five band and 
upon complettion, the runners 

were treated to a beer compliments 
of  The Ugly Dog. 

The Twilight 5K, brainchild 
of  Derek Taylor, raises money an-
nually for different causes benefit-
ting the children of  Highlands, and 
this year about $25,000 will go to 
support The Literacy and Learning 
Center’s Pre-K program.

284 5-K runners, ages 2-84, took off from K-H Founders Park on Saturday. -Photo by Brian O’Shea, Plateau Daily News

Annual 5K brings hundreds to town

Challenge reduces candidates to five 

Town Commissioners 
discuss a myriad of topics

Traffic control and near miss-
es at the intersection of  US 64 
east and Little Bear Pen has been 
a concern for years.

At the August Town Board 
meeting, James Worrell, resident 
and spokesperson of  the Little 
Bear Pen community, requested 
the town help solve the problem 
once and for all.

Since 2016 when NC DOT 
did a traffic study, the number of  

vehicles that travel US 64 east past 
Little Bear Pen now exceeds 8,000 
a day. This coupled with five roads 
intersecting US 64 in the area and 
an 85-ft. line of  sight has con-
vinced NC DOT to step in.

Though the reduction of  
speed approaching the area to 
25 mph, the flashing speed limit 
signs erected last year, and mirrors 
have helped alert motorists, those 

By Brittney Lofthouse & 
Kim Lewicki

The Macon County Board 
of  Elections held a Candidate 
Challenge hearing Tuesday, Aug. 
22 at the Macon County Court-

house in the Boad of  Commission-
ers board room.

The Challenge was against 
Overton “Tucker” Chambers of  
Highlands who signed up to be a 
candidate for the Highlands Town 

Board which has three open seats 
this election cycle.

The Challenger was Derek 
Taylor representing Highlanders 
for Good Government. 

MC School buses are set 
to roll August 28th

By Brittney Lofthouse
As the summer days begin to 

wind down, the excitement of  a 
new school year can be felt in Ma-
con County. Students, parents, and 
educators are gearing up for the re-
turn to the classroom on Monday, 
August 28th. 

In addition to the first new 
Superintendent for Macon Coun-
ty Schools in a decade with Josh 

Lynch being named as Dr. Chris 
Baldwin’s successor this sum-
mer, seven out of  the district’s 12 
schools will have new members of  
their administration.

Highlands School welcomes 
new principal Sarah Holbrooks 
and new Assistant Principal Alys-
sa DeBois

With the commencement of  
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I fired my large kiln this week-
end in preparation for the 
Village Square Art Show that 

begins on Saturday. I have been 
making pots since 1968, and after 
getting out of  the Army in 1972, I 
thought that if  I were a real potter, 
I would have to make my own kiln, 
process my own clay, and create 
my own glazes. I achieved those 
goals.

When Sallie and I moved to 
Highlands in 1999, I proceeded to 
set up a new ceramic studio. I built 
my fourth kiln in my ceramic career. 
It has been my pride and joy for the past 21 
years and has always provided reliable service.

This weekend I loaded the kiln as always 
and began the firing process. To my surprise, 
one of  the gas burners was misfiring. These 
burners have a safety system, and I keep them 
calibrated for a specific firing cycle. Or at least 
I thought so. When I witnessed the malfunc-
tion, I knew I had to take action, although I 
was reluctant to take the burners apart to 
troubleshoot the problem.

When I disassembled my old reliable 
burners, I immediately discovered the prob-
lem with the one that was malfunctioning. A 
build-up of  rust and corrosion in the burner 
orifices and a dirt dubber nest in the hous-
ing were the culprits. I cleaned both burners 

and reset them on the kiln. To my 
amazement, they fired with amaz-
ing efficiency putting out a new, 
beautiful blue flame. I realized that 
over the period where that corro-
sion developed, I was unaware of  
the gradual decline in the burners’ 
power and efficiency.

What does this have to do with 
town governance? Well, sometimes, 
it is good to step back, be willing to 
take things apart and reassess what 
is being done. Like my burner prob-
lem, elected officials may sometimes 
suffer from a gradual, almost imper-

ceptible complacency.
At the last Town Board meeting, commis-

sioners and the mayor made a major change in 
the way we have been doing things for decades. 
The decision was to jettison the system of  
board committees in favor of  a new workshop 
model. Not that the committee system was 
wrong, but this new workshop system may be 
better for communicating among ourselves and 
citizens about town issues. 

The committee system involved compli-
cated challenges in scheduling and informing 
the public of  the meetings. Also, the commit-
tees of  three members always meant two of  our 
five commissioners would be out of  the loop. 
Our new town attorney recommended consid-
ering going to an inclusive workshop model to 
review issues before taking official action.

The new workshop format will have sev-
eral potential benefits. Workshop sessions will 
begin at 6 pm before each monthly Town Board 
business meeting. All commissioners will be 
present, and the public will have routine and 
consistent access to the sessions. Normally 
there will be no votes or final actions taken, and 
if  needed, the issue will be placed on the agenda 
of  the board meeting for the following month. 
That policy does not preclude actions that may 
require an immediate response or the option to 
call for a special meeting during the month.

I am optimistic that the workshop format 
will be a much better system, and I applaud the 
board for being willing to embrace a new sys-
tem. I see a number of  town challenges that can 
be better addressed in the workshops. Develop-
ment, room tax distributions, utility upgrades, 
and funding priorities are just a few things that 
may be reviewed in the coming year.

On another subject, the August Commu-
nity Coffee with the Mayor will be held on Fri-
day at 11 am at the Hudson Library. I hope you 
can join us or come by my tent at the art show 
this weekend. I would love to show you the re-
sults of  my kiln firing or talk with me about 
town stuff. I have always worn multiple hats.

Changes to Committe Meeting system 
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buy tickets

Olivia DaPonte  |  Live
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Carl Romberg
Landmark Realty

Reasons why you should use a 
Real Estate professional

Real Estate Brokers or 
Agents provide valuable 
services to buyers, sellers 

and renters, as well as property 
management services. Here on 
the plateau, there are a number 
of  reasons buyers and sellers 
should use the services of  a real 
estate professional who has ex-
perience and market knowledge.

1) For sellers, to ascertain 
the true value of  a property 
as compared to other proper-
ties that have sold. There are 
many factors that a “Zestimate” 
doesn’t take into consideration like views, 
the condition of  a house, if  it has been up-
dated or if  it is furnished. An asking price 
of  a similar property doesn’t mean that is 
what the property is worth or will sell for.

2) For buyers that are looking to do 
a vacation rental, or specifically wanting 
to avoid that, the agent must explain what 
the regulations are. Is the property within 
the town limits or not and has it previ-
ously been a rental or not? Are there many 
rentals in an area a buyer is looking? Many 
neighborhoods or developments have their 
own rental restrictions, with none of  them 
being quite the same. Agents help navigate 
through future rentals that are booked and 
which ones must be honored; or how to 
transition a rental listing from one owner 
to another.

3 Regarding clubs and their develop-
ments, the Agent knows which clubs re-
quire membership if  you purchase within 
the development and which clubs do not. 
Or, if  you must own property within the 
development in order to be a member and 
what the membership requirements might 
be. What are the different club options and 
the differences between them? Is the club 
accepting new member applications or not 
and roughly, what are the costs?

4) An agent answers questions about 
community amenities within develop-
ments and within the town or county. Just 
because a buyer wants access to Pickleball, 
a pool or fitness facility doesn’t mean that 
they must join a club. There are several dif-
ferent options available.

5) The agent must know about ex-
penses or fees that are required such as 
Homeowners Association, road mainte-
nance and shared well or community wa-
ter. What is included in the HOA fees and 
what amenities are available? What is the 
difference in the HOA fee and a condo-

minium association fee?
6) There are specific is-

sues relevant to different con-
dominium units. Hardwood 
floors are not allowed in up-
stairs units of  some condo-
miniums. Some units are win-
terized and cannot be used 
in the winter months. Is it an 
adult only community or are 
pets allowed? These all are im-
portant to some buyers.

7) An agent has contacts 
to use for financing, home 
inspections, wood destroying 

insect reports, surveys, chimney and sep-
tic inspections. If  there are issues found, 
what contractors can provide estimates? 
Many times, this requires additional nego-
tiation between the buyer and seller.

8) Furnishings are always a factor. 
The agent knows if  a property is being 
sold furnished or not, and can advise what 
to do with the furnishings if  they are not 
wanted by the buyer. Or, if  it is an estate 
type situation, advise how to dispose of  
items and stage the home so it can be sold.

9) There are many different utility 
providers and what type of  internet is 
available is very important. Many buyers 
intend to work from home and must have 
fast and reliable internet. Many remote ar-
eas only have access to satellite internet, 
which hasn’t been good in the past but 
seems to improving. There are better op-
tions in town or within developments that 
offer fiber optic.

10) I find that I receive calls, texts 
and emails from past clients on a regular 
basis that are in need of  some type of  ser-
vice. It could be due to an emergency or a 
plan for some improvement in the future. 
A good agent will have a list of  service 
providers (some more reliable than oth-
ers) and can direct the client in the right 
direction.

In addition to knowledge of  these 
odd items, an agent should furnish ex-
amples of  listing agreements, contracts 
and explain them in detail. They can assist 
with completing the required disclosures 
and will prepare the listing or purchase 
documents. Professionals handle the mar-
keting of  properties, manage the show-
ings, and arrange access to listings. They 
present offers and advise clients through 
the negotiations. The agent keeps certain 
information confidential and has fiduciary 

moves are still not enough.
According to NC DOT, the answer is 

Actuated Warning Lights facing traffic exit-
ing Little Bear Pen that will flash to indicate 
oncoming traffic.

NC DOT will do all the work and will 
be responsible for maintaining the equip-
ment, but it won’t buy the materials that 
will cost $65,000.

Residents of  the Little Bear Pen com-
munity have raised $17,500 and Worrell re-
quested the town come up with the remain-
ing amount, rounded up to $50,000 because 
the cost has been increasing month after 
month. Worrell said in June the cost of  the 
project was $1,000 less than quoted last week.

The project might be eligible for grant 
money, but nothing is certain, so the board 
voted unanimously to fund the project. 

Highlands Food & Wine
Casey Reid with Eleven Events, the 

Highlands Food & Wine presenter, was 
on hand via Zoom to request use of  K-H 
Founders Park and Main Street for events 
over the four-day celebration Nov. 9-12.

The Grand Tasting will be at The Bas-
com from 7-10p on Thursday, Truckin’ will 
be in K-H Founders Park from 1-4:30p on 
Friday; The Main Event will be on Main 
Street from noon to 3:30p, and A Gener-
ous Pour will be at PAC from 8-10p, both 
on Saturday; and A Shot of  Redemption 
will be in K-H Founders Park noon-3p, on 
Sunday.

The board voted unanimously to allow 
usage of  town property but questioned the 
need to close the park all day Wednesday 
through Sunday, since there are no events 
on Wednesday.

Reid said the park would be used as 
a staging area for events held outside the 
park, which is why they wanted it a day ear-
ly, but she said Events Eleven would work 
with the town regarding the park closure.

Chamber of  Commerce lease 
The Chamber of  Commerce long-

term lease agreement is still up in the air, 
but the board voted unanimously to have 
a year-to-year lease adopted which would 
be revisited each year until something long-
term is finalized. 

The town wanted to charge rent as 
a way to get about $30,000 to pay for the 
maintenance and upkeep of  the bathrooms 
in Town Square.

The problem is the Chamber doesn’t 
make enough money to afford $30,000 
a year; rent money would have to come 
from room tax money that goes to Visit 
Highlands that shares the building with the 
Chamber.

However, room tax money can only be 
spent on tourist-related activities. Though 
Town Attorney Bob Hagemann thought the 
bathrooms, which are basically used by tour-
ists, were an applicable use, the county at-
torney said it wasn’t. Since the county is the 
pass-through agency for the money, it has to 
agree to the terms.

Meanwhile, the chamber board has 
come up with ways to pay the town through 
room tax money, mainly by paying the town 
to use its property for events, but those 
terms are being deliberated. 

Until then, the chamber rent will be $1 
a year.

NC 106 Sidewalk
The NC 106 sidewalk plan is a go as far 

as Shelby Place is concerned, which was the 
only entity that had stipulations concerning 
foliage removal and replacement, but now 
the town has to make sure the sidewalk is 
ADA compliant due to the lay of  the land.

Different apparatus has been discussed 
but the town is going to consult with NC 
DOT to see if  ADA requirements can be 
met without costing a fortune.

Town Committees
Last month Attorney Hagemann sug-

gested the town change the way it has been 
conducting its standing committee meetings 
for decades and suggested – though open to 
the public - they might not be entirely legal.

Three commissioners are assigned 
to various committees – Finance, Public 
Works, Recreation, Land Use, Sustainability 
and Community Wellness, Business Group, 
and Scholarship. The committees meet as 
needed and as Commissioner John Dotson 
said, some haven’t met for years.

Typically, three commissioners and two 
staff  members attend the meetings. Issue 
discussions are then continued at monthly 
Town Board meetings for more discussion 
and sometimes a vote.

Last month, Hagemann suggested the 
committee meetings, typically held early in 
the morning were not completely legal and 
should be handled differently. 

After much discussion, the board voted 
to hold worksessions instead of  individual 
committee meetings so all the commission-
ers and the public could hear the issues at 
the same time which could then be voted 
upon at a subsequent Town Board meeting.

So now if  needed, worksessions will 
precede Town Board meetings at 6 p.m. 
the third Thursday of  each month and will 
be added to the Town Board agenda. Like 
Town Board meetings, worksessions are 
open to the public.

- Kim Lewicki

...TOWN BOARD continued from page 1
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LAKE OSSEROGA 
MLS# 102713  |  $2,695,000
This stunning residence sits on the banks of beautiful Lake Osseroga and is adorned 
with landscaping that includes a captivating water feature and a private dock. The 
dwelling underwent a remodel in 2011, and now offers two magnificent master suites 
that accommodate extended families or two couples. The expansive great room 
boasts two distinct seating zones, framed by windows spanning the entire rear. A 
floor-to-ceiling stone fireplace commands attention as the centerpiece of the room, 
complemented by built-ins on either side. The open kitchen features a generous 
island with both granite and butcher block surfaces. Don’t miss this beautiful home!

4
BR

4
BA

1
HBA

HIGHLANDS FALLS COUNTRY CLUB 
MLS# 102748  |  $3,295,000
Sometimes a residence is truly ideal, offering ample space for hosting an extended 
family yet retaining a cozy charm for intimate moments when it is just the two of you. 
This quintessential mountain home exudes a rustic elegance, featuring cathedral 
ceilings with beautiful wooden beams in the living room. A towering stone fireplace 
graces the space, flanked by expansive windows that invite nature’s beauty indoors. 
The thoughfully designed open kitchen showcases custom cabinetry, granite 
countertops, and a convenient butler’s pantry. But the home’s crowning glory is the 
generously sized deck, which offers panoramic views of Whiteside Mountain.

6
BR

6
BA

1
HBA

WWW.MEADOWSMOUNTAINREALTY.COM   |  (828) 526-1717  |  488 MAIN ST, HIGHLANDS  |  2334 CASHIERS RD, HIGHLANDS  |  196 BURNS ST, CASHIERS

©2023 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are 
registered service marks of Columbia Insurance Company, a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate. Equal Housing Opportunity.
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highlandermountainhouse.com

For Hours and to order on line go to:
SweetTreatsHighlands.com

Corner of 4th & Main • 115 S. 4th Street | 828-526-9632

Craft Ice Cream & 
Hand-Crafted 
Sandwiches

Fast & Fresh Family Food

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
& Highlander Mountain House 

highlandermountainhouse.com
290 Main Street • Highlands • 828-526-2590

BREAKFAST:
Complimentary 
muffins & coffee 
for hotel guests 

LUNCH: 
Friday.•11:30a - 2:30p 

DINNER: 
Thurs.-Sat. • 5:30-9p

BRUNCH:
Sat & Sun 10a - 3p

Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p • Sun. 11a to 7p 
Closed Tuesdays

828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

Asia HouseAsia House
Japanese • Asian• Thai Cuisine

828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900

151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

Open for Dine-in 
and Take-out

Lunch 12-3p • Dinner 4:30 - 9:30p 
Closed Wednesdays

� , lwoLFGANG'S l w RESTAURANT & WINE BISTRO 

Celebrating 29 years 

American Cuisine with a 
German Twist and Creole Flair 

474 Main Street I 828.526.3807 
wolfgangs.net 

TUES – SAT
DINNER STARTS

@ 5:30 PM

DINE IN AND CARRY OUT : LAKESSIDERESTAURANT.INFO

Open for our 29th season
Wednesday-Sunday

Bistro opens at 4 p.m. 
Dinner begins at 5:30
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828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com
US 64w • Highlands

42 Years of Fine Dining

Open
7 days 
5:30-9p



•HigHlanDs Dining•

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round
Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar

Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Open 
7 days a week

Lunch: 11a-3:30p 
Dinner: 

5:30p - until

 •Dining•

The Secret Garden is in The Village Square 
behind K-H Founders Park. 

Hot & cold sandwiches, a variety of salads, bakery items, and 
SECRET daily specials. Freshly made & ready for pick up. 
208 N. 5th St. • Village Square • (828) 305-7509

Modern Fast Food & 
Courtyard Market

Mon.-Fri. • 11a to 5p 
Sat.• noon to 8p

Homemade Ice CreamHomemade Ice Cream  
featuring all time Favorite Flavors 

P L U S :P L U S :
 Tequila • Fruity Pebbles • Corn • Bubble Gum 

Dragon Fruit & more! 

Cups

Cones

Milkshakes

Sundaes

Smoothies

173 Main Street 
in Wright Square

828-508-8207
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Open 12-9p

•letters•

• See LETTERS page 13

Atlanta • Highlands • Cashiers

Specializing in Kitchen Design & Cabinets
Certified Kitchen Designer on staff

melinda@melindabarber.com
www.melindabarber.com

ASID Interior Designers 
Offering Full Designer Services

Cabinets • Kitchen • Bath • Furnishings 

In-home Consultation 
828-226-2083

The Secret Garden

Dear Editor,
I was so glad Mayor Taylor cleared the air about High-

lands NOT being a tourist destination. All these years I 
thought it was. I guess I got that idea every time I drove 
down Main Street in the summer and saw over 75% of  the 
200+ parking places with cars from outside NC. 

And, the NC tags may be visitors from other parts of  
the state and not residents of  Highlands

Thank you, Mayor Taylor for setting me straight.
Carol Sandlin

Highlands

Evidently, Highlands 
visitors aren’t tourists

Dear Editor,
Why is Wells Fargo Bank thumbing its nose at High-

lands? Those of  us who bank there will have noticed that 
the ATM in Highlands Plaza has been out of  service for 
two weeks.

First Wells Fargo closed the Highlands branch. At that 
point I met with the branch manager of  the Cashiers branch 
and indicated that, while this was an inconvenience, I could 
manage so long as there was an ATM in Highlands. This 
would mean visits to a branch office could be kept to a man-

We need our ATM!



•• Shiraz is offering wholesale prices to the public on our entire inventory of genuinely hand woven oriental rugs.1housands of antique and contemporary pieces from around the world. HAND CLEANING• RESTORATION• APPRAISALS 

SPECIAL AUGUST

35% to 55% 

off! 

25% off 
cleaning 

& repairs!

Nominated for ‘America’s Best’
Top 5% of Brokers in 2022* HCMLS

20 years experience
Andrea Gabbard
c: 828.200.6742 

AndreaGabbard@
gmail.com
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• Incredible Views
• Par 72 Championship Course  

stretching 6,900 yards of Peaks and Valleys
• Open Daily, • Year-Round • Public Golf 

2 hrs. northeast of Atlanta • 20 Minutes from Highlands, NC
For Tee Times, Membership Information or Event Rentals, 

please call 706-746-5302 
www.skyvalleycountryclub.com

 The Coolest Golf Course  
in Georgia 

...INVESTING continued from page 4
responsibilities to the client. If  you are 
buying or selling on the plateau then you 
are making or disposing of  a significant 
investment. Wouldn’t you want to utilize 
the knowledge and services of  a real estate 
professional?

• Carl Romberg is the Broker-in-
Charge of  Landmark Realty Group’s High-
lands Office. Stop by his office on Main 
Street to say hello or reach him at 678-936-
9309 or carl@landmarkrg.com. 

•Biz/org news•

Mountain Findings awards $25,000 Grant to 
Literacy & Learning Center for Pre-K Initiative

Mountain Findings’ President, Jill Helmer with TL&LC’s Bonnie Potts.

The Literacy & Learning Center in our 
community has received a $25,000 grant 
from Mountain Findings, to support their 
new prekindergarten (pre-K) initiative. 
With over 70 children on the waitlist, there 
is a clear and pressing need for this pro-
gram. 

 The center’s pre-K program sets the 
tone for these young students’ futures by 
inspiring them to learn, enhancing their 
verbal and cognitive development, and im-
proving their social and emotional skills. 
This type of  early childhood education has 
been proven to be one of  the most cost-
effective ways to close achievement gaps 
and break the cycle of  poverty. 

 When the pre-K at Highlands School 
was put on hold indefinitely by the Ma-
con County Board of  Commissioners, the 
Literacy & Learning Center stepped up to 

create its program that will be certified by 
North Carolina.

 Mountain Findings’ President, Jill 
Helmer, expresses the organization’s 
100% support of  this initiative and recog-
nizes the hard work that went into creat-
ing this robust program.

 Helmer further adds the grant will go 
towards supporting the pre-K program’s 
development and ensuring that children 
in our community have access to quality 
early childhood education. 

 The Literacy & Learning Center’s 
dedication to education and serving the 
needs of  our community is admirable, and 
we can’t wait to see the positive impact 
this program will have on the children it 
serves.

 For more on Mountain Findings visit 
www.MountainFindings.org. 

Read Highlands Newspaper for free from everywhere ... 
on the street or on the web.

Go to www.highlandsinfo.com. Click on Local News. 
Delivered on the street and uploaded every Thurs. AM



25% off 
cleaning 

& repairs!
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225 Flat Mountain Estates Road
Highlands, NC 28741 | $1,700,000 | MLS #102729 

Andrea Schmitt | 828-421-4681

107 Chestnut Cove D
Highlands, NC 28741 | $619,000 | MLS #102761 

Julie Osborn & Pat Allen | 828-200-6165

HIGHLANDS-DOWNTOWN OFFICE  |  828.526.8784

WILDCAT CLIFFS/CASHIERS OFFICE  |  828.526.4525

SAPPHIRE OFFICE  |  828.507.3165

#1 in the Carolinas#1 in the Carolinas
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322 Main Street, Highlands • 828-482-0818

Highlands Mercantile is OPEN!Highlands Mercantile is OPEN!

Fine goods for your family and home.
Books • Chocolates • Coffee • Guy Gifts • Home • Skincare

828-526-5029 
2060 Dillard Rd, Highlands

2 miles south of Main, Highlands

Perfect pants
Perfect fabrics
Perfect style

Perfect to wear
Perfect for  

every occasion
Perfect for 
your life
Because:

Pants we Love!
NYDJ for Her

& 
Alberto for Him

For advertising info call or text 828-200-1371

• See HOSPITAL page 12

Tom Neal CEO, CNO
 Highlands-Cashiers 

Hospital

New Sweeten Creek Mental Health and Wellness 
Center addresses the Behavioral Healthcare needs 

Rural hospitals have suffered 
from mass closures over the 
last 15 years, but those who 

live in these areas need advanced 
healthcare as much as those in 
densely populated cities. I’m not 
just referring to caring for patients’ 
physical bodies either. The need 
is great for mental health services 
— also referred to as behavioral 
health care — in rural areas as well. 

Our communities on the 
Plateau and all of  Western North 
Carolina can now count the new 
Sweeten Creek Mental Health and 
Wellness Center as an important 
resource for advanced, evidence-
based behavioral health care. The 
84,000-square foot facility is just a 
couple miles from Mission Hospi-
tal in Asheville and represents both 
a $65 million investment in local 
mental health services by HCA 
Healthcare and a meaningful solu-
tion to the problem of  behavioral 
health care “deserts” that exist 
within so many rural communities 

across the country. The need for 
services is great, and the Sweeten 
Creek Mental Health and Wellness 
Center is meeting it, with its 120 in-
patient beds and future plans for an 
additional 40+ beds. 

The Center will offer treat-
ment to children as young as four, 
and on up to older adults. Inpatient 
and intensive outpatient services 
will be available to adolescents and 
adults, and treatment for all pa-
tients will be individualized to meet 
their specific needs. 

The aftermath of  the COV-
ID-19 pandemic, traumatic experi-
ences, chronic illness, and everyday 
stress are just some of  the con-
tributors to the alarming increase 
in mental disorder diagnoses in 
the United States, especially over 
the last decade. When you mix this 
with the fact that there is a short-
age of  mental health providers, it’s 
a recipe for a bitter stew of  unmet 
healthcare needs. 

Anxiety, depression, and sui-
cidal ideations are plaguing our 
children and adolescents in particu-
lar, and the United States Preven-
tive Task Force (USPSTF) now ad-
vises that all adults get screened for 
depression, including older adults. 
Just one alarming statistic is that, 
according to the National Coun-
cil for Mental Wellbeing, 77% of  
counties in our country have a defi-
cit of  mental health care providers 
that is considered severe. Further, 
the National Alliance on Mental 
Illness (NAMI) reports that ad-
ditional barriers to getting proper 
mental health services for rural res-

idents include limited broadband 
internet access, a lack of  sufficient 
health insurance or any insurance 
at all, and the persistent stigma 
that surrounds seeking help for 
mental health concerns. 

We can practice all the posi-
tive self-care strategies that are out 
there — and that I’ve talked about 
in this column — things like eat-
ing a healthy diet, exercising, con-
necting with friends, and engaging 
in an activity that builds mindful-
ness, such as meditation, and still 
find ourselves struggling with 
depression, anxiety, and intrusive 
thoughts. There are also many 
who live with diagnosed mental 
illnesses that must be carefully 
managed, like bipolar disorder and 
schizophrenia. 

The new Sweeten Creek 
Mental Health and Wellness Cen-
ter is expertly designed, beauti-
ful, and tranquil. The community 
had the opportunity to see it last 
month at an Open House that was 
hosted on July 18th, where staff  
members led tours of  the facility, 
explained in greater detail what 
their services would encompass, 
and answered visitors’ questions. 
They also highlighted the patient-
friendly amenities — both indoor 
and outdoor — at the Center. It 
is located on a sprawling 25-acre 
campus that offers courtyards, a 
basketball court, and a horticul-
ture area, while the inside boasts 
a cafeteria, gymnasium, and areas 
for music and art therapy, among 
other benefits. 

Though community mem-
bers can access services at the 
Center by being referred by their 
physician, they can also self-refer 
by calling 828-213-4696. A game 
changing capability that opens up 
the Center’s services to the entire 
region is that, no matter where 
you live in western North Caroli-
na, you can get help via telehealth 
and receive telepsych services re-
motely. This technology breaks 
down one of  the most persistent 
barriers to care. 

The Sweeten Creek Men-
tal Health & Wellness Center is 
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Each Friday and Saturday night from May through Each Friday and Saturday night from May through 
October, the Highlands Chamber of Commerce/October, the Highlands Chamber of Commerce/
Visit Highlands, NC hosts live music downtown.Visit Highlands, NC hosts live music downtown.

Join us for our August concerts!
All shows take place from 6 – 8:30 p.m.All shows take place from 6 – 8:30 p.m.

2023  Outdoor Concert Series

visithighlandsnc.com

Friday Night Live 
Town Square | 343 Main St.

Saturdays on Pine 
Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park

Pine  St.

Showcasing traditional mountain 
music and local talent

Featuring a variety of popular, 
regional bands and musicians 

AUGUST 4
The Well Drinkers

AUGUST 11
Nitrograss

AUGUST 18
Silly Ridge

AUGUST 25
Southern Highland Band

AUGUST 5
Soulution

AUGUST 12
Full Circle
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•ink penn•

Kathy Manos Penn

Keep calm and carry on

It’s possible I’m stuck in 
a rut, or maybe I have a 
reading hangover from 

my summer trip to Eng-
land’s Lake District. What-
ever the reason, my recent 
reads are all set in England. 
This week’s list contains two 
set during WWII and a third 
set in modern times. If  my 
TBR pile is any indication, 
this trend may continue for 
quite some time.

Playing it Safe 
by Ashley Weaver

This is yet another Electra McDon-
nell book I couldn’t put down. I love this 
spunky heroine--her willfulness, her confi-
dence in the face of  adversity, and her no-
nonsense attitude.

Once again summoned by “the Major” 
for a spot of  undercover work, she rises to 
the challenge. It’s WWII in London during 
the blitz, and she must travel to Sunderland 
with an assumed identity. 

The subplots continue in this engag-
ing series: Electra’s dalliance with her friend 
Felix, the sparks between her and the Ma-
jor, and her quest to discover more about 
her mother. 

I am hooked on this series, and I can’t 
wait until the fourth book arrives. Mean-
while, I’ve picked up Book two in Weaver’s 
Amory Ames series. The first one was well 
written and entertaining but not quite as 
intriguing to me as the Electra McDonnell 
books.

Untrue Blue 
by Emma Jameson

Some readers find a series they like 
and binge-read every book. I prefer to sa-
vor them, and so it’s been with this series 
by Emma Jameson. Each title in this seven-
book series contains the word Blue. The 
first— “Ice Blue”—introduces Lord An-
thony Hetheridge and Kate and Deepal, his 
subordinates on the Toff  Squad at Scotland 
Yard. Lord Hetheridge is the perfect per-
son to lead this unit, dedicated to handling 
crimes involving members of  Britain’s up-
per class. He’s a Lord, and he’s rich, but he’s 
also a respected member of  Scotland Yard.

I have thoroughly enjoyed this series 
ever since I stumbled upon it several years 

ago. The relationships 
among the three key char-
acters continue to evolve, 
often in surprising ways.

As with the rest of  
the series, this book has 
dark elements combined 
with wit and humor and 
likeable characters. It’s also 
filled with twists and turns 
and surprises concerning 
three cold cases. Though 
it was published in 2021, 
and the note at the end 

says there will be more to follow, I’ve seen 
no mention of  anything on the horizon. I 
hope something appears soon! 

If  the premise appeals to you, I rec-
ommend you start with “Ice Blue.”

Bones at the Manor House 
by Emma Jameson

Emma Jameson is equally adept at 
writing mysteries set during WWII. After 
enjoying the Blue series, I looked for other 
books by her and discovered the Dr. Ben-
jamin Bones mystery series. 

When a bloodless corpse is found in 
a manor house in a small Cornish village, 
Dr. Bones and Lady Juliet have their work 
cut out for them. The bumbling local bob-
by, of  course, is clueless, and wants only 
to close the case and get back to ensuring 
villagers are adhering to blackout protocol 
and gasoline rationing. 

Book two in what appears to be only 
a three-book series is another delightful 
outing with Dr. Bones and Lady Juliet in 
1939 England. The murder mystery and 
the subplot concerning the two amateur 
sleuths and their relationship will keep you 
guessing. 

Despite having a never-ending TBR 
list, I’ve already grabbed the third book, 
“Bones Takes a Holiday.” If  you like gen-
tle mysteries, this one’s for you.

• Award-winning author Kathy Ma-
nos Penn is a Georgia resident. Find her 
cozy mysteries at Shakespeare & Com-
pany in Highlands, Franklin Office Supply 
& Gifts, and on Amazon. Contact her at 
inkpenn119@gmail.com, and follow her 
on Facebook, www.facebook.com/Kathy-
ManosPennAuthor/. 

providing needed services to patients and 
families and the expansiveness of  the facil-
ity, created with an eye toward the future, 
allows for more services today and tomor-
row. When we can speak without shame 
about mental health needs — our own and 

our loved ones’ — we can understand the 
importance of  seeking therapy or taking 
prescribed medication for a mental health 
diagnosis. In order to be our healthiest, 
both our physical and mental health must 
be supported. 

This event is made possible by the Highlands Chamber of Commerce/
Visit Highlands, N.C.

For more information:
events@highlandschamber.org

828-526-5841

Free!
Community Shredding Event

Dispose of your sensitive 
documents and help our 

environment!

Thursday, August 31, 2023
Highlands Plaza

(Near Bryson’s Food Store)
9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

Donations will be collected to support
The Gordon Center and 

Highlands Child Care 
Development Center.



highlandsaerialpark.com 
Experience the best views in the state while enjoying 

some of the best ziplining in the country. We also 
offer challenge courses, Giant Mountain Swing, scenic 
guided UTV tours and more on our 96 acre property. 

828-759-5146

JACKSON HOLE GEM MINE 
jacksonholcgcmminc.com 

A family-owned gem mine good for all ages. 
Our store offers thousands of dazzling 

gems & minerals and a covered flume to 
search for your treasures rain or shine! 

828-524-5850

Come on an adventure in Highlands & Cashiers NC!!! 
Our sightseeing, open-air vehicle and hiking tours are 
great fun for all ages. Visit spectacular waterfalls and 
mountain vistas. Featured in the Wall Street Journal. 

864-373-4022

highlandsoutpost.com 
A family fun destination. Ride the Scaly 

Mountain Screamer, extreme tubing 
slide, gem mine, trout fishing & more! 

828-526-3737

erf all Cruise 
_ ctp{qu, ��t 

Scenic Boat Tours 
World Class Waterfalls.com 

Take a scenic waterfall cruise on 
Lake Glenville aboard our luxury 
pontoon yacht with an officially 

licensed Master Sea Captain! 

dillardhousestables.com 
Guided Horseback Riding 

in Dillard Georgia 
Experienced guides take you, your family, 
or group along scenic trails, offering you 
breathtaking views, lush forests and the 

most amazing opportunity to splash down 
a cool mountain stream aboard your very 

own well trained equine partner. 

skyvalleycountryclub.com

A championship course layout with 
beautiful views & challenging holes 

for a great day of golf.
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Upstairs and Across the 
Walkway at Falls on Main 

Highlands

Owner/Stylist: 
Lacy Jane Villardo

Stylists: 
Heather Escandon

Maggie Barden 
Desiray Schmitt 
Lauren Buckely
Valarie Welch

Nail Tech: 
Jenna Schmitt

Massage Therapist:
Brenda Lopez

Hair • Nails • Waxing 
Tanning • Facials • Massages 

Walk-ins Welcome!
Open at 9a Tues.-Sat.

828-526-3939

ageable minimum. I was assured that there 
would always be a functional ATM in High-
lands located at Highlands Plaza.

After the ATM had been out of  ser-
vice for four days I contacted the Cashiers 
branch to report the outage and ask that 
they work to restore it. I was told that “we 
have reported it.” Nothing happened. The 
ATM has now been out of  service to date 
(August 19) for two weeks and I have re-
ported this to the Cashiers branch three 
times, always being given the platitude 
“Well, we’ve reported it.”

Since these reports have gone un-re-
sponded I sought out the higher level of  
Wells Fargo management, as suggested. 
This, I have learned, is impossible. I asked 
to speak to the Cashiers branch manager. 
He isn’t yet on the job, since he is still in 
training. He did call me with more plati-
tudes, “We’re reporting it.”

Believing that a higher level of  man-
agement might have greater influence in 
solving the problem, I asked to speak to 
the regional manager. Turns out that the 
only way to accomplish this is for the lo-
cal (Cashiers) branch to email the regional 
manager and ask for a response. Done. 

Never responded. Is this Wells Fargo’s way 
of  telling its Highlands customers that there 
will no longer be an ATM in town?

My spouse and I have had multiple ac-
counts with Wells Fargo for many years in-
cluding accounts with Wells Fargo Advisors. 
Because this bank has thumbed its nose at its 
customers in Highlands, perhaps it is time to 
say to them that we are fed up.

Jack Sapolsky
Highlands

Dear Editor,
In response to Mr. and Mrs. Bell’s 

Letter-to-the-Editor entitled “Why isn’t 
our mail getting delivered?” in the Aug. 3 
edition. The Bells need to subscribe to “In-
formed Deliver” which is a free online ser-
vice provide by the USPS. On a daily basis 
they will receive an e-mail Notice of  items 
to be delivered.

Jim Oesterle
Highlands, NC

‘Informed Deliver’ 
will solve the mail 
delivery problem

Read Highlands 
Newspaper for free 
from everywhere ... 

on the street or 
on the web.

Go to 
www.highlandsinfo.com. 
Click on Local News. 

Delivered and 
uploaded every 

Thurs. AM
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POOL SCHEDULE
• Lap Swim: Mon.-Fri., 6.-

9:45a, and Sat.,10a-11p - 6 lanes. 
Water Aerobics: 18 yrs plus, Mon.-
Fri. 10 -11am with Karen Cham-
bers. Public Swim Mon. thru Thurs. 
11a-7p; Fri. and Sat. 11a-6p and Sun. 
1-6p. For info, call 828-526-1595.

ONGOING
• The “Kids Hike Highlands” 

trail passport program has been 
refreshed for the 2023 season. 
pick up a copy of the Kids Hike 
Highlands passport map at one of 
the four prize locations or you can 
download a copy at www.highland-

•HigHlanDs area eVents •
sbiological.org.

Mon.-Fri.
• Nantahala Tennis plays at the 

Highlands Rec Park 9a-1p.
Mon-Wed, Fri-Sun
• Alcoholics Anonymous: 

“Open Meetings” are for anyone 
who thinks they may have a drink-
ing problem or for anyone interest-
ed in the A.A. program of recovery. 
Highlands Mountain View Group 
holds open meetings in Highlands 
at the First Presbyterian Church, 
471 Main St., on Monday at 5:30 PM 
and Wednesday and Friday at noon. 
The Cashiers Valley Group holds 

open meetings at the Albert Carlton 
Cashiers Community Library Tues-
day at 7 PM, Friday and Sunday at 5 
PM, and Saturday at 9 AM. A ZOOM 
meeting is available Wednesday at 
7PM (ID# 921 817 2966, password 
CVG2020). For more information, 
please visit www.aawnc80.org or to 
speak with a member of AA 24/7 at 
828-349-4357

Second Mondays
• The local chapter of PEO, an 

off-campus sorority founded in the 
1800s that provides grants and loans 
to women with financial need who 
want to return to school or further 

their education meets at 10 a.m. 
More meeting places call president 
Paula McDonald at 706-372-3004 

1st Tuesdays
• Indivisible Highlands from 

5-6:30pm at the Hudson Library. 
2nd Tuesdays
• Highlands Writers Group 

meets on alternate Tuesday after-
noons at 3pm. Writers still uncom-
fortable with in-person gatherings 
may participate via Zoom meetings 
For more information contact Bud 
Katz at either 828-526-3190 or at 
budandlynn@me.com 

Tuesdays
• Strength Training 8:15-9:15am. 

Aim for strong, lean muscles using 
light weights, body weight, and high 
repetition to shape and tone. 

Wednesdays
• Hudson Library, in partner-

ship with VAYA Health, is hosting 
an educational series on adult men-
tal health topics, held on the first 
Wednesday of each month at 11AM. 
This series is aimed particularly at 
older adults and will focus on mental 
health topics of particular interest 
to them, but all ages are welcome 
to attend.

Mon-Fri
• Water Aerobics 18 years plus 

10-11am. Contact the Recreation 
Department at 828-526-3556 for 
more information.

• Pickle Ball inside and outside. 
10am-1pm, everyone is welcome so 
come out and enjoy a game of Pickle 
Ball.

Mon., Tues., Thurs.
• The Food Pantry behind the 

Methodist Church on Spring Street 
is open from 10a to 6p.

Mon. & Wed.
• New Mobility Class with 

Anna Norton It’s all about move-
ment. 5:30-6:30pm and Wednesday 

I’m baaaaaack again!
With the same menu, low prices, FREE coffee and an older more mellow attitude!

Come by for a visit and enjoy those Appalachian Fries and a fresh Gyro! 

Salads • Pitas • Burgers • Philly Cheese Steak • Shrimp Pita • Susan’s Rueben • Italian Sausage • Chicken Wings 
Appalachian Fries • Onion Rings • Fried Shrimp • Fish n’ Chips • Chicken Fingers and more!

Dine in or Call in your order for Pickup! • 828-482-1513 • 462 Dillard Road (across from Dusty’s)
Highlands

Lunch
Tues. - Sat.

11a to 3p
828-482-1513

6:45-7:45. For more info, call 267-
825-0716.

Mon, Wed, Fri
• Heart Healthy Exercise Class 

8:30-9:30am. $25 a month, The class 
is led by Cathy Hodgson. Contact 
the Recreation Department at 828-
526-3556 for more information.

• Aerobics w/Tina Rogers 8-9a. 
Contact the Recreation Depart-
ment at 828-526-3556 for more 
info.

Tuesdays
• At Hudson Library, Nature 

Kids on selected Tuesday mornings, 
For more info call the Hudson Li-
brary at 828-526-3031

• At Wayfarers Chapel, Work-
shop for Writers – Tuesdays from 
5-6:30 PM. Facilitated by Sam Ren-
ken, this group has a simple mission: 
to foster and provide consistent 
community for local writers there-
by giving writers of all ages and 
genres the opportunity to write, 
read, revise, and present their work 
to the group.

• ESL classes are held at the 
Presbyterian Church in Highlands 
from 5:30-6:30pm. No registration 
required – just show up and par-
ticipate. Questions? call 828-526 
– 0863 or email info@maconnclit-
eracy.org

Tues. & Thurs.
• Zumba class with Gay Chap-

lin from 4:30-5:30p. Contact the 
Recreation Department at 828-
526-3556 for more information.

• Exercise Class with Michelle 
Lane at 5:30. A combination class 
with different types of exercise. 
Contact the Recreation Depart-
ment at 828-526-3556 for more 
information

Thurs. through Aug. 10
• Highlands Biological Founda-

tion’s free Zahner lectures at the 
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•HigHlanDs area eVents •

• See EVENTS page 16

Highlands Nature Center (930 Horse Cove 
Road) at 6 p.m. To preview HBF’s full Zahner 
lecture lineup, please visit www.highlandsbio-
logical.org.

Thurs-Sat.
• Highlands Historical Society Muse-

um at 320 N. 4th Street is open 10a to 4p 
through October. 

Mountain Findings Thrift Store on Spruce 
Street is open 10a-1p through October.

 Thursdays
• Kickboxing 8:15-9:15am. An exhilarat-

ing and fun mix of martial arts for a calorie-
burning workout. Contact the Recreation 
Department at 828-526-3556 for more infor-
mation.

• At Hudson Library, Family Storytime 
continues throughout the year on Thursday 
mornings at 10:40 AM. 

• At Hudson Library, Kids Zone at 3:30 
pm with a wide variety of STEAM, nature, and 
craft activities. For more information about 
any of these summer activities, contact Hud-
son Library at 828-526-3031.

• At Wayfarers Chapel, Chair Yoga – 
from 4-5 PM. If you are interested in greater 
strength and flexibility but have difficulty get-
ting up and down from a sitting or reclining 
posture.

• At Wayfarers Chapel, Gentle Mat Yoga 
– from 5-6 PM. Looking for greater strength? 

Join Dana Thiele at the chapel for Gentle Mat 
Yoga on the Deck. With more than 20 years 
experience, 

3rd Fridays
• At the Rec Park, Senior Lunches noon in 

the meeting room. For any other information 
call Lester Norris or Maxine Ramey at 828-
526-3556.

2nd Saturdays
• The Western North Carolina Wood-

turners Club meets in Highlands at The Bas-
com at 10 a.m. March thru November.

3rd Saturdays
• The American Legion Post 370 meets at 

the First Methodist Church at 315 Main St. in 
their community room/909 chapel. We serve 
breakfast at 9 AM and hold our monthly meet-
ing at 10 AM. We invite ALL veterans to at-
tend - email ncpost370@gmail.com for more 
information or just join us at 9 AM on the 3rd 
Saturday of the month.

Sundays
• Church in the Wildwood Hymn Sing 

Sundays 7-8 p.m. through Sept. 3. 828-506-
0125. 

• At Wayfarers Chapel, Sunday Service: 10 
AM Sunday Morning. Stick around for visita-
tion and coffee hour immediately after service. 
(Coffee hour is replaced by potluck dinner the 
1st Sunday of each month).

• Soiree for Pre-K at the Vineyard at High 

468 Carolina Way • Highlands
(Between N. 4th & N. 5th)

828-526-3909

SALE!
40% off 

STOREWIDE

Bronze sculpture • Paintings 
Vintage & Antique Collectables & 

Furniture • Costume Jewelry
 and much more

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

The 18th Annual Mountaintop Art and Craft Show 

MOUNTAINTOP 

ART AND CRAFT SHOW 

Kelsey Hutchinson Park 
Highlands NC 

10am-5pm 

Saturday - August 26th & Sunday - August 27th 

* Nitrograss on stage 1-4 pm Saturday
Teddy Bear Hospital
Silent Auction
Raffle

www.highlandsartshow.com 

Rotary(i; 
Mountaintop 
Highlands 

All proceeds support 
Mountaintop Rotary's Community Grants 

Grateful to our sponsors : Laurel Magazine, Fision Hotwire, Highlands Cashiers Hospital, Eckerd Living Center, Austin and Austin Consulting, 
Bespoke Design and Consulting, and Highlands Chamber of Commerce 

Holly, 5:30 p.m. until. $250 per person. Eight 
per table. Includes Dinner, drinks and dancing. 
Featuring Steel Toe Stilletto from Greenville, 
SC. For tickets call 828-526-0863. Or email, 
info@TheLiteracyandLearningCenter.org.

Thurs., Aug. 24
• At OEI’s The Farm, from 6-8 p.m., Ni-

cole Witt a nationally-touring, award-winning 
Nashville songwriter and multi-instrumen-
talist known for the soaring melodies and 
clever turns of phrase that have brought her 
national acclaim in the country, bluegrass, 
and Christian music scenes. Tickets are $40. 
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142 HWY 107, Cashiers, NC 28717 • 828-482-5011 • Open Year Round

Brazilian Cowhides

Pen Turning Class
Learn how to make your own 

wooden pen! 
Choose from 5 different pen 

styles. Cost: $40-50 per person 
and includes laser engraving. 
Bird House/Bird Feeder 

& Bat House Classes
Learn how to make a Bird House, 

Bird Feeder or Bat House! 
Choose from 5 different Bird 
House styles, 2 different Bird 
Feeder styles or a Bat House. 

Cost: $20-$45 per person 
Call 828-526-8800 or email 

scalymtncrafters@gmail.com to 
schedule a class! 

Each class lasts approximately 90 
minutes and provides 25 meals 

locally for each item made.

Family Classes at
Scaly Mountain Crafters 

•HigHlanDs eVents •
https://www.simpletix.com/e/nicole-
witt-orchard-sessions-at-the-farm-t-
tickets-124435

Aug. 25-Sept. 2
• The annual Cashiers Designer 

Showhouse theme this year is “His-
torically Cashiers” and features a classic 
mountain retreat in The Club at High 
Hampton. For more call 828-743-7710. 

Tues. - Fri., Aug. 22-25
• The Highlands-Cashiers Play-

ers presents “Sylvia” at 7:30p at the 
Highlands Performing Arts Center. 
Tickets can be purchased at high-
landsperformingarts.com or at the 
door. Tickets are $35.

Fri., Aug. 25
• Please join us on Friday at 

11a.m. in the Hudson Library Meet-
ing Room for Community Coffee 
with the Mayor. The topic will be: 
“Future Issues Facing Highlands.”

• Hudson Library is excited 
to welcome Nancy Silberkleit, co-
CEO of Archie Comics, for a Books 
& Bites program on Friday at 1 PM. 
She’ll talk about the history of Ar-
chie Comics, her remarkable story 
of becoming CEO, and the power of 
comics and graphic novels to inspire 
a love of reading. Books will be avail-
able for purchase and signing at this 
free program. 

NOW STOCKING 
W>-- �RING �TEP ._,L'ARTISTE 
..1 ......... llj 

� 0 IV� S !L .. !� 
24 E. MAIN STREIT• FRANKLIN, NC 828.369.7300 

Tues. - Fri., Aug. 29-Sept. 1
• The Highlands-Cashiers Play-

ers presents “Sylvia” at 7:30p at the 
Highlands Performing Arts Center. 
Tickets can be purchased at high-
landsperformingarts.com or at the 
door. Tickets are $35.

Tues., Aug. 29
• The Coalition for Nonna-

tive Invasive Plant Management 
(CNIPM) is holding a volunteer 
workday to tackle Oriental Bit-
tersweet (Celastrus orbiculatus), a 
fast-growing vine found throughout 
the Plateau. We will be treating a 
large patch along a town sidewalk 
on Tuesday from 1:30 4 PM. Those 
interested in volunteering should 
bring gloves and meet at the ball-
park on Hickory Street. Tools and 
water will be provided.

• At Hudson Lilbrary, Author 
Talk: Dorothy Padgett author of Jim-
my Carter: Elected President with 
Pocket Change and Peanuts, on Tues-
day at 2 PM. Books will be available 
for purchase and signing at this free 
program. 

Thurs., Aug. 31
• The Highlands Chamber of 

Commerce/Visit Highlands, NC will 
host a free community shred event 
9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in Highlands 
Plaza, near Bryson’s Food Store on 

NC 106. To ensure a smooth pro-
cess, we kindly request participants 
to transport their items in plastic 
bags or bins. Allowed: paper prod-
ucts with staples or paper clips, spi-
ral notebooks. Not Allowed: 3-ring 
binders and cardboard. Donations 
on-site to support two local orga-
nizations, The Gordon Center and 
HCCDC.

• At The Vineyard in Scaly 
Mounntain, A Cause for the Paws 
Summer Fling 4-7 p.m. Food, art-
work, live and silent auction, prizes 
and live music. Tickets are $50. All 
proceeds to benefit the Appala-
chian Animal Rescue Center. Tick-
ets available at Rosewood Market 
in Highlands and at the Franklin 
Chamber of Commerce, Silver 
Threads, Creekside Gazebo, AARC 
Thrift Store all in Franklin and 
Christie’s Home Decor in Otto.

Fri. Sept. 1
• Friends and customers of 

Shakespeare & Co. are invited to at-
tend a gathering from 4-6p in honor 
of our dearly missed, late founder, 
Katherine Willoughby. We’ll have 
libations and hors d’oeures from 
Fresser’s and the Secret Garden. 
Come share your stories of Kather-
ine and Rugby! 

Sat., Sept. 9
• The Highlands Historical So-

ciety presents The Dahlia Festival.
Wed., Sept. 13 
• Would you like to be a men-

tor? Mission’s Parent Mentor Ori-
entation Training is for parents who 
understand the unique experience 
of raising a child with a disability, 
mental health challenge, or special 
healthcare need. Since 1985, Mission 
Children’s Hospital Family Support 
Network (FSN) has connected par-
ents to volunteer parents who are 
uniquely qualified to help because 
of shared experiences. At our up-
coming Parent Mentor Orientation 
Training, parents are trained to of-
fer support in meaningful ways for 
families undergoing a new diagnosis, 
transition, or crisis. This training of-
fers volunteer parents the tools 
they need to support others and 
become an official FSN Parent Men-
tor. Training is being offered from 
10am-12:30pm; sessions will be at 
Mission Children’s at 11 Vanderbilt 
Park Dr., Asheville. To register, call 
828-213-0047 or email mhav.fami-
lysupportnetwork@hcahealthcare.
com
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SURGICAL EXCELLENCE 
CLOSE TO HOME

   
GENERAL SURGERY
Dr. Zachary Phillips

Dr. Bais Osborne

ORTHOPEDIC SURGERY 
Dr. Mark Moriarty

828-526-4346
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Try Our New  
Summer Menu

View Menu

L O U N G E

•Biz/org news•

Derek Taylor, Highlands Rotary – Twilight 5K Henry Ross, Friends of Founders Park 

Visit Highlands awards grants to nonprofits
Highlands Chamber of  Commerce/

Visit Highlands, NC recently presented 
local non-profits with grant and sponsor-
ship monies. 

Friends of  Founders Park recieved 
$2,500.

Highlands Rotary that sponsors the 
annual Twilight 5K $3,000. 

Visit Highlands, NC supports local 
nonprofits through a Tourism Grant pro-
gram and Sponsorships which are funded 
by occupancy tax paid by guests staying in 
Highlands’ accommodations. 

located on Main Street in the March-

ant-Parker-Davis-Patterson House, its 
Highlands Welcome Center is open 

to all who visit, live and work in the com-
munity. The Highlands Chamber of  Com-
merce/Visit Highlands, NC hosts an array 
of  special events and programs through-
out the year, including the Plateau Pick-
Up, Leadership Highlands, Business After 
Hours, the Outdoor Concert Series, Mean-
der in May, July 4th Fireworks and an array 
of  holiday and winter festivities. 

For more information about applying 
for a Tourism Grant or Sponsorship email 
grants@highlandschamber.org. 



• places to worsHip •
BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor (828) 421-1315

Sundays: School:10 a.m. , Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298

Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30
Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30 

CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley. GA • 706-746-2999 

Sundays: 10 a.m. Worship; Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 
Rev’d Dr. Michael Matlock, Rector 
464 Hwy 64E. Cashiers. NC 28717

CAC@christanglicancashers.org & 828-743-1701
Sundays: 9:30 am Adult Christian Formation;

10:30 am Holy Eucharist Worship
Wednesdays: 6 pm Bible Study, Prayer, Potluck

Thursdays: 10 am Healing Eucharist
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY. CASHIERS

Pastor Brent Metcalf • 743-5470
www.cashiers.church

Sun.10:45am. S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
Tues. Guys study 8am. Gals 10am.

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH
283 Spring Street - Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m.

Testimony meeting: 3rd Wednesday at 5:30 p.m.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685

3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC • Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sundays: Service 10:45am, Children’s 10:30am

Wednesdays: Youth 5:30-7pm; Women’s Bible Study: Mondays 
4:30pm, Tuesdays 10am; Men’s Bible Study: Wednesdays & 

Thursdays 7am @ Zookeeper Bistro
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY

706. 746.3144 • 696 Sky Valley Way #447 
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas

Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd Sunday 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. W. Bentley Manning, Rector • 526-2968
5th and Main streets • www.incarnationwnc.org

Sunday: Rite I, spoken, 8 am in Chapel, Rite II with Choir 10:30 
am in Sanctuary, Wed: Healing Eucharist 12 pm in Chapel, Morn-

ing Prayer: Mon-Thurs 8:30 am in Chapel
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS

828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor • 220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Women’s 10:30 am
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Emily Wilmarth, pastor 
828-526-3175 • fpchighlands.org

Sun.: Adult Ed.: 10 a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.
Tues: Men’s Group 10 a.m. Wed: Bell Choir 4 p.m.. Choir:6p

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 

Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS

Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers

www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville. NC • 743-2729 • Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a. Worship 11a & 7p. Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson • 11339 Buck Creek Road
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily 

sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a. Wednesday Worship is 6:30p

HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
 Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376

In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
 909a Bluegrass and 11a Traditional

 www.highlandsmethodist.org
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA

2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
Rev. Ken Langsdorf

Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.
Visit our website: Holy Family Lutheran Highlands NC

MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah

Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11. Choir:6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE

Franklin • 828-634-1312 • mountainsynagoguewnc.com.
Services: 1st /Fri. and 3rd Sat. 

and Rosh Hashanah & Yom Kippur. 
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 

743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church.  

4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 
Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 

OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone – 526-2418
Tues. - 9:30am; Thurs. - 9:30am; Sat. 4pm; Sun. - 11am 
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 

Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD

290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 
ST. JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

Mass: Tues. noon (Latin). Thurs. 9a.; Fri.. noon; 
Sat. 5:30p; Sun. 9a 

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: • 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood

Sunday Services: 8a. 9:30 & 11a
Visit our website www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com for 

schedules of activities. 
Our Bazaar Barn supports outreach in the community. 

Open Thurs., Fri. Sat. 10a -2p.
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 

85 Sierra Drive. Franklin • uufranklin.org  
Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 

WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers

Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am
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The Highlands Emergency Council held a “Mix & Mingle” 
fundraising party on Saturday, August 19 at the Conference 
Center. Along with an abundance of food and beverages, a 
silent auction and multiple raffle items, this year the Council 
honored recently retired President Teresa Speed and board 
member/grants administrator Mary Ann Creswell for their 
more than 30 years of service.

•Biz/org news•

From left: HEC Vice President Marie Johnson, Teresa Speed, 
Mary Ann Creswell, President Andy Eidson. 

- Photo by Marty Boone

Megan Van Der Linde named 
new executive director of 

The Gordon Center
The Gordon Center for 

Children welcomed Megan 
Van Der Linde as Executive 
Director. Her background is 
rooted in childcare, leadership 
and program development.

She earned a Bachelor of  
Science degree in Child and 
Family Development from 
Georgia Southern University. 
She then spent time develop-
ing teacher training, conduct-
ing classroom observations 

and environment changes for a franchised childcare cen-
ter in Columbus, GA before being appointed Senior Di-
rector. 

In the important role of  Executive Director, Megan 
will be in charge of  the overall management of  the center, 
as well as fostering and cultivating partnerships with other 
organizations and the community at large.

Megan comes to us with a wealth of  knowledge in 
nonprofit leadership. As our newest staff  member, dedi-
cated to driving our organizational fundraising and devel-
opment, we are very excited to have Megan as part of  
our team.

The public will have an opportunity to meet Megan 
at our Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser on Thursday, Sept. 14 
in the Faith and Fellowship Center at Highlands United 
Methodist Church. Tickets are $10 per person and include 
pasta, bread, meat, salad and a drink. Bake sale items will 
be available for purchase. There will also be silent auction 
items to bid on that have been generously donated by lo-
cal businesses. 

Contact the Center for tickets or more information 
at (828) 526-3376.

Megan Van Der Linde



•police & Fire reports•
Highlands Police entries from 

Aug. 11. Only the names of persons 
arrested, issued a summons/cita-
tion, issued a Class-3 misdemeanor 
or those of public officials have been 
used. 

Aug. 11
• At 3:03 p.m., officers responded to 

a report of a larceny at Reeves Ace Hard-
ware where 10 railroad ties were taken.

Aug. 12
• At 4 p.m., officers responded to 

a report of a larceny at the Highlands 
Emergency Council where household 
goods were taken from the desk.

Aug. 17
• At 2:02 p.m., officers responded to 

a motor vehicle accident at Main Street 
and South 5th Street.

• At 7 p.m., Katrina Marie Diaz, 38, of 
Oxford, FL, was arrested for DUI when 
stopped on NC 28 and 3rd street. She 
was issued an unsecured bond. Her trial 
date is Sept. 6.

Aug. 16
• At 1:30 p.m., officers responded 

to a motor vehicle accident on Main and 
Oak streets.

Aug. 19
• At 1:51 p.m., officers responded 

to a report of someone possessing drug 
paraphernalia at a residence on Biscuit 
Rock Road. Where a small baggie with 
crystal -like substance was found.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue log 
from Aug. 16

Aug. 16
• At 8:35 p.m., the dept. was first-re-

sponders to a location on Main Street.
• At 11:33 p.m., the dept. responded 

to a fire alarm at a location on Skyline 
Lodge Road. It was false.

Aug. 17
• At 4:06 p.m., the dept. responded 

to a fire alarm at a residence on Hickory 
Knut Gap.

• At 5:55 p.m., the dept. responded 
to a call from North Cobb Road about 
smoke.

Aug. 19
• At 2:07 p.m., the dept. responded to 

a fire alarm at a location on Old Edward 
Lane.

• At 7:04 p.m., the dept. was first-re-
sponders to a residence on Naiad Terrace.

Aug. 21
• At 12:04 p.m., the dept. responded 

to a motor vehicle accident on US 64 east.
• At 3:21 p.m., the dept. was first-

responders to a residence on Whiteside 
Mountain Road.,

Aug. 22
• At 9:09 a.m., the dept. responded to 

a call of smoke at a location on Billy Cabin 
Road.

• At 12:03 p.m., the dept. was first-
responders to a location on Cullasaja Club 
Drive where someone was suffering from 
heat exposure.
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...CHALLENGE continued from page 1

The Highlands Performing Arts Center will 
present NC comedian, Kelly Swanson in Who Hi-
jacked My Fairy Tale on Saturday, August 26, 2023, 
at 7:30 pm. 

This powerful one-woman comedy/theatrical 
production from award winning storyteller Kelly 
Swanson is everything you want inn the perfect 
“Night Out.” A heartwarming story paved with 
belly-laughs the entire way. Curl up on the sofa 
with Kelly, her best friend Chardonnay, and the 
cast of  characters who show up to tell the story of  
a wayward southern belle trying to find her happy 
ending. As you stand in her story, you find yourself  
standing in your own story, and realize that fairy 
tales do come true…IF you have the courage to 
redefine them. 

Tickets available online: www.HighlandsPer-
formingArts.com 507 Chestnut Street, Highlands 
NC 28741

Coming Saturday to PAC

Tucker and his wife were present. Tay-
lor was not able to attend in person so both 
he and the court reporter participated via 
Zoom. 

The Challenge Hearing was originally 
set for Tuesday, Aug. 15. However, when a 
member of  the panel chosen by the North 
Carolina State Board of  Elections (NCSBE) 
notified the group that he couldn’t attend 
that day, the date was changed to Tuesday, 
Aug. 22. 

An email was sent out to participants 
and the media announcing the new date, but 
Taylor says he wasn’t included on the email 
list. Consequently, he wasn’t able to explain 
that he wouldn’t be able to attend in person 
due to previous plans that involved being 
out of  the country.

The court reporter who would normal-
ly have been assigned was working a trial so 
she couldn’t attend either. 

Highlanders for Good Government 
hired attorney Ward Collins to deliberate the 
challenge which involved Chamber’s resi-
dency. 

Highlanders for Good Government 
contested the validity of  Chambers’ primary 
residential address contending that he didn’t 
live within the town limits of  Highlands 
which is a requirement to run for Town 
Board.

Evidence presented by Taylor showed 
that prior to the pending election, Chambers 
was registered to vote and has always been 
registered to vote at an address located on 
Hedden Lane. Taylor claimed that his reg-
istration address was changed to 401 N. 5th 
Street in town just prior to filing for office.

The panel assembled by NCSBE to as-
sess the challenge was Chairperson Kathy 
Tinsley, Vice Chairman Gary Dills, Mem-
ber John Vanhook, Member Jeff  Gillette, 
and Kirk Stephens, who chairs the Jackson 
County Board of  Elections. This panel was 
tasked with evaluating the evidence present-
ed by both parties involved.

Macon County Board of  Elections 
Director Melanie Thibault chaired the chal-
lenge but didn’t vote.

Chambers said his driver’s license has 
always displayed the 401 N. 5th Street in 
Highlands as his address and his personal 
and business mail has always gone to that 
address, too, so he thought he could change 
his voter registration without a problem.

In Chambers’s opening statement he 
said he believed in good government. 

“Highlands has been my home for 
generations and that home has been this 
house. I changed my voter registration to 
401 N. 5th street. I don’t own the property, 
but my driver’s license and other docu-
ments have that address on it,” he said.

He went on to explain his reason for 
running.

“I decided to run for councilman 
because my business is being affected by 
what’s going on with the Town Board. I 
have a lot of  clients who have property that 
the town government is trying to control,” 
he said. “The Highlands government is 
overriding people’s property rights and it is 
being discriminatory. It’s putting property 
owners against property owners.”

In his opening statement, Attorney 
Collins asked if  this looks like a case where 
somebody is trying to get around a require-
ment?

“Does this look like permanent intent 
of  abandonment and forever removing 
themselves from the place they have lived 
over 20 years? Evidence will show that this 
doesn’t pass muster,” he said.

The panel said having a second home 
doesn’t count against a person, but one of  
the homes has to be the permanent domi-
cile.

Though Chambers said he splits his 
time between the Hedden address and the 
in-town address, since he said he wasn’t 
willing to abandon his domicile on Hedden 
Lane and make 401 N. 5th Street his per-
manent home, the panel ruled against him.

After reviewing the evidence and ar-
guments made by both Chambers and 
Collins, the panel arrived at a unanimous 
decision to uphold the challenge against 
Chambers. 

Consequently, Chambers was disquali-
fied from running for a Town Board seat 
in the upcoming Highlands municipal elec-
tion.

This ruling emphasizes the signifi-
cance of  adhering to residency prerequi-
sites to ensure that candidates genuinely 
represent the community where they re-
side.

The panel said they appreciated the 
passion for and commitment he and his 
family has had for Highlands over the years.

Five candidates will be on the Nov. 7 
ballot: inclumbents John Dotson and Brian 
Stiehler, and newcomers Rachel Wilson, 
Jeff  Weller and Kay Craig.
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Highlands Automotive

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

NC
Inspection

Station

Service
&

Repair

► 828-526-9325 ◄
Generators aren't just a "thing" we do, 

generators are all we do! 

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 log cabins nestled in 
the hemlocks 

on 25 acres at the base 
of Whiteside 
Mountain.

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

Mendoza Tree Expert
& Crane Service

Quality Tree Care & Removal 
18+ years

828-200-9217 • fully insured

estimates@mendozatree.com
www.mendozatree.com

We accept al l  credit cards

Grading • Lot Clearing • Retaining Wall
Driveways • Septic Placement

Call Raul 
706-982-3803 
706-970-7638
828-347-0255

valenciagrading@gmail.com

GARY GARREN
Cell: (828) 482-2370

gsgarren@gmail.com

 Downtown Office
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC

Highlandssothebysrealty.com

33

Ryan M. Bears
Branch Leader

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784

ryan.bears@allentate.com

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

JUNK
WE HAUL IT AWAY

House / Garage / Yard
Call for free estimate

 828 - 421 - 5188

• Septic Installation
• Land Clearing/Clean Up
• Driveway Install/Repair
• Gravel/Dirt/Mulch/Delivery

• Pressure Washing
• Culvert/Drainage Installs
• Sod Installation

…We Love Small Jobs!
828-655-7733

www.blueridgelandservices.com

Life is better connected.
Join us this Sunday

(new series)
8:40am - Coffee/Nibbles

9am - Live Stream 
w/Andy Stanley

For directions call Bee at 404-307-1415.
8/31

Paul Corbin
Owner

A&O LANDSCAPING SERVICES, LLC

828-371-2240
pcorbin1631@aol.com



• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing

• House Maintenance
• Drywall Repair

• Deck Repair
Quality Work • Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com

828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

Cody Hervey • 828-200-6926

• Income Property Investments 
• Southeastern U.S. and beyond
• 36 Years of Satisfied Clientele
• Affiliate of KW Commercial 
 Peachtree Road, Atlanta, GA

Steve Massell
CCIM 

(404) 255-6810 • realty@massell.com

Desimir 
Petrovic

Broker

Cell: 646-315-0048
Office: 828-526-8784

desimir.petrovic@allentate.com

FOUND
GOLD HOOP EARRING near PAC recent-

ly. Call (850) 206-1489.
FOR SALE
3 RV CLASS A SITES  at Wildflower Creek 

RV Resort. A small, secluded, mature luxury resort. 
Call for more information. 828-421-1709. (st. 10/13)

TWO VIEW LOTS FOR SALE (0.93 AC 
AND 1.17 AC) IN SHERWOOD FOREST; 
close in with easy walk to Highlands and 3 minute 
drive to downtown, paved roads, sewer permits, 
easy to build on; $239,500 each; contact SFview-
lots@gmail.com (st. 3/9)

FOR LEASE
SPACIOUS 2 BEDROOM/2 BATH fully 

furnished apt. 5 miles from Main St. Living/ Dining 
area/ kitchenette, covered porch $2000 mo. utili-
ties inc. 561 310-5085. (st. 8/10) 

BRAND NEW TRAILERS FOR RENT. 2 
bedrooms/2 baths $1700/month and 3 bedrooms/2 
baths $2250/month. Between Highlands & Cashiers. 
Includes hi-speed internet, water, & washer/dryer. 
No dogs. Inquires, Marcy - (706) 982-0444. (st. 5/4) 
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•classiFieDs•

COZY LAKEFRONT COTTAGE AVAIL-
ABLE Fully furnished, one bedroom, one bath. Easy 
access from Highlands Road in Franklin. Ideal cor-
porate or seasonal rental between Highlands and 
Franklin. Call Sarah Miller at 770-757-7500 or email 
sarahmilleratl@aol.com (st. 11/22)

HELP WANTED
PART-TIME OPENING FOR MAIL DE-

LIVER CASHIERS. Great pay. Will work Satur-
days. Must have vehicle to drive from middle or 
right side to reach mailboxes. Must pass back-
ground check and driving record. Text contact info 
to 828-342-4162 (st. 7/20)

WOLFGANGS RESTAURANT - Experi-
enced Line Cook needed. Evening shift. Great Pay. 
Possible on-premise living. Call Mindy at 828-421-
2211. (st. 6/1)

SERVICES 
FREE ESTIMATES. Rain Gutter Clean Out. 

Yard Clean Up & Care. Mulch. Pressure Cleaning. 
No Yard Too Large or Too Small. Bob (828) 342-
5273. (8/17)

I INSTALL TILE! Eco-Friendly & Non-
Toxic, Specializing in Shower/Bathroom, Kitchen/ 
Backsplash, Entrance Ways/Patios/Flooring. 25yrs 
experience. Also offer grout cleaning. Licensed & 
Insured. Mike Bertone/Owner of Bertone Tile Design 
& Flooring LLC. Home: 828-526-4943 or 321-303-
7560. (8/31)

MURPHY’S PAINT CO. - interior/exterior 
painting/sheetrock repair/wallpaper removal/log 
homes/decks. Insured. Free estimates. 828-332-0525 
or 828-421-8600 (11/2)

HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS HANDYMAN – 
Chatlos Contruction – Remodels, Additions, Framing, 
Siding, Roofing, Decks, Painting. References. Insured. 
828-200-4071. (12/28) 

NEED FURNITURE MOVED OR ANY-
THING HAULED AWAY? I can do it. Call or 
text James of Going Gone at 828-421-2655. (12/28)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/KEVIN VIN-
SON: scanning photos, slides & negatives to CD 
or DVD for easier viewing. Video transfer to DVD. 
Everything done in house. Leave message at 828-
526-5208.
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THE 
FIREWOOD COMPANY

Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn!
Here, There and Everywhere ... 

the Atlanta area, too!

828.200.3050 
bobhenritze@gmail.com • www.firewoodcompany.net

•HigHlanDs scHool sports•

the new school year, safety remains 
a paramount concern for everyone 
in the community. As parents and 
students make their way to schools, 
it’s crucial to keep traffic safety a 
top priority, especially when school 
buses and teen drivers are back on 
the road.

School buses play a vital role 
in transporting students to and 
from school safely. According 
to data from the National High-
way Traffic Safety Administration 
(NHTSA), school buses are among 
the safest modes of  transportation 
for students. 

In North Carolina, motorists 
are required by law to stop for a 
school bus that is stopped to pick 
up or drop off  students. This in-
cludes stopping when traveling in 
both directions on a two-lane road, 
a two-lane road with a center turn-
ing lane, or a four-lane road with-
out a median separation. Failure to 
stop for a school bus can result in 
fines and penalties.

According to NHTSA, school 
bus-related accidents are relatively 
rare, accounting for only a small 
fraction of  overall traffic accidents 
in the United States. School buses 
are designed with safety features 
like high seat backs, compartmen-
talization, and bright exterior col-
ors to enhance visibility.

It’s important for students 
and parents to know the proper 
procedures for safely boarding 
and exiting school buses. Students 
should always wait a safe distance 

away from the road at their des-
ignated bus stop and follow the 
driver’s instructions when getting 
on and off  the bus.

The start of  the school year 
also marks the return of  teen driv-
ers to the roads. Young drivers, 
often newly licensed, should be es-
pecially cautious as they share the 
road with school buses and pedes-
trians. Parents and guardians are 
encouraged to reinforce safe driv-
ing practices, including obeying 
speed limits, avoiding distractions, 
and always wearing seat belts.

Being mindful of  school bus-
es and following traffic laws helps 
create a secure environment for 
students and drivers alike. By pri-
oritizing safety, we can set a posi-
tive tone for the entire school year 
and foster a sense of  community 
responsibility.

Free Lunches Offered 
at 9 of  12 schools

When students return for 
school next week, students at 
East Franklin Elementary, Union 
Academy, Cartoogechaye Elemen-
tary, South Macon Elementary, 
Iotla Valley Elementary, Mountain 
Valley Intermediate, Nantahala 
School, Macon Middle School 
and Macon Early College will all 
receive free breakfast and lunch 
through the federal government’s 
Community Eligibility Provisions.
East Franklin and Union Acad-
emy students qualified prior to this 
school year for free lunch and all 
schools qualified for free breakfast.

The Community Eligibility 
Provision (CEP) is a non-pricing 
meal service option for schools 
and school districts in low-income 
areas. CEP allows the nation’s 
highest-poverty schools and dis-
tricts to serve breakfast and lunch 
at no cost to all enrolled students 
without collecting household ap-
plications. Instead, schools that 
adopt CEP are reimbursed using 
a formula based on the percent-
age of  students categorically eli-
gible for free meals based on their 
participation in other specific 
means-tested programs, such as 
the Supplemental Nutrition As-
sistance Program (SNAP) and 
Temporary Assistance for Needy 
Families (TANF).

Franklin High School, High-
lands School, and Macon Vir-
tual Academy will not qualify for 
the program for the upcoming 
school year. For those students, 
the cost of  lunch will be $3.75 
for PreK-4th grade and $3.85 for 
5th-12th grade.

Despite nine schools in the 
district qualifying for free meals, 
families are urged to still fill out 
the free lunch forms before the 
school year starts, because those 
forms are used to determine 
what reimbursement the district 
gets for providing the free meals. 
Without those forms, the district 
might not qualify for free meals 
in the future, or the county would 
be left paying the bill.

...SCHOOL continued from page 1

From left, Highlands Aislynn Wyatt-Luck and Cayden 
Pierson shut down a Robbinsville tip. Varsity lost 3-0.

- Photo by Brian O’Shea, Plateau Daily News

Highlands Hannah Valerio returns a Robbinsville serve 
on Tuesday at home. Highlands JV swept Robbinsville 2-0

- Photo by Brian O’Shea, Plateau Daily News
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401 N. Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 28741
828-526-3717 www.highlandsiscalling.com

info@highlandsiscalling.com
 https://www.facebook.com/CRVRHighlandsiscalling/
 https://Twitter.com/RealtynRentals

 Ace is the Place, 

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

11

Country Club Properties
 Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals. 
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery

33
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K-H Park

Martin-Lipscomb 
Performing Arts Center 

(PAC)

3

Highlander 
Mountain 

House 
& 

The Ruffed 
Grouse 
Tavern

highlandermountainhouse.com

DARLENE CONLEYDARLENE CONLEY
404.427.2448

MOUNTAIN MOUNTAIN LUXURYLUXURY
Dedicated to finding the 

home you’ve always wanted.

450 N. 4th St. Highlands, NC
828-526-5522

www.highlandsproperties.com

Wei chert. 
REALTORS 

Highlands Properties 

Team RickSteve
“The Power of 2”

Trusted advisors 
providing impeccable 
personalized service

PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP/ALLEN TATE REALTORSPAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP/ALLEN TATE REALTORS

(404) 219-1349 (404) 219-1349 •• HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC

����Thi*!�
5 Offices across the plateau! 

HIGHLANDS OFFICE 225 MAIN STREET 

PAM NELLIS CELL:828-787-1895
BROKER PAMELA.NELLIS@YAHOO.COM 

Top 5% of 
Brokers 
on MLS
in 2022
(HCBOR)

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

 Local Expertise, Global Connections. 
114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706

Sheryl Wilson

Licensed in NC and GA

HATHAWAY 
BERKSHIRE 

I REALTY 
MEADOWS MOUNTAIN 

HOMESEAVICES 

MITZI RAUERS 
Broker / Luxury Collection 
Specialist 
(404) 218-9123
mitzi@bhhsmmr.com

Andrea Gabbard
20 Years Experience
c: 828.200.6742 

AndreaGabbard@
gmail.com



Pat Allen 
Broker in Charge 

#1 in the Carolinas #1 in the Country for Independent Firms #1 Small Team Company-wide 2022

Stronger together!
Sr;UT(t HCMLS (.:J R,afTrmd, 

pat@patallenrealtygroup.co
m 828.200.9179 
Main Office 
295 Dillard Road 
Highlands, NC 28741 
828.526.8784 
Julie Osborn 
Broker in Charge 
julie@patallenrealtygroup.co 
m 828.200.6165 
Wildcat Cliffs Office 
5121 Cashiers Road Highlands, NC 28741 828.526.4525 

patallenrealtygroup.com 

cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

242 S. 4th St. & Pop up 
on Main Street

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

Open Year-Round • 7 days a week
343-D Main Street • 526-4035

Open for 
Lunch & 
Dinner

11a-3:30p 
&

5:30-til?

8

9

www.wildthymegourmet.com

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

6

 5

828-526-2338

30  ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

42 Years of Fine Dining

Open for our 
29th season
Wed.-Sun.

Bistro opens at 4p
Dinner begins at 5:30p 

Taste the difference, Always fresh.

474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

Open 7 days
5:30-9p

HIGHLANDS CASHIERS

Announcing the Newest 

Founding Brokers Now

Affiliated With the Region’s

Leading Luxury BrandDeborah “Bee” Gleeson
404.307.1415

BeeGlee4@Gmail.com

Pat Gleeson
828.782.0472

PatrickGleeson4@Gmail.com

HighlandsCashiersCIRE.com
210 North Fifth Street, 
Highlands, NC 28731


