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MM ccCULLEY’SCULLEY’S
The largest selection of 

Scottish cashmere in the U.S.A.
In Highlands ...on the hill

242 S. 4th St. • 828-526-4407
Open 7 days a week

www.mcculleys.com

It’s official: Easter is coming!Child 
dies when 
swept over 
Whitewater 

Falls
On Sunday, April 10 at 

5:50pm the Jackson County 
Emergency Management 911 
Center received a call reporting a 
3-year-old child, visiting Whitewa-
ter Falls with her family, had been 
swept away in the water at the top 
of  the falls and the current had 
carried the child over the falls. 

Whitewater Falls is in the 
Jackson County area of  Nantahala 
National Forest.

Emergency responders from 
Jackson, Transylvania, Haywood, 
Henderson, and Oconee counties 
were dispatched to the falls and 
rescue operations to locate the 
child were initiated.  

Just prior to night fall on 
Sunday rescuers located the child 
deceased and entrapped in an area 

• See CHILD page 21

Primary Candidate Forum – part 1

Cawthorn races from 
reckless to a possible 

reckoning
By Tom Fiedler
Asheville Watchdog

It seems only yesterday that 
Congressman Madison Caw-
thorn’s most newsworthy achieve-
ments were his citations for re-

peatedly violating motor-vehicle 
laws, including “extreme speed-
ing” while driving his father’s car 
with a revoked license.

Since the traffic citations 
• See CAWTHORN page 10

The flowered cross at the Highlands United Methodist Church has 
become a symbol of Easter in Highlands. Check the ads in this is-
sue for Easter egg hunts and services at local churches. There is an 
Easter egg hunt at the Village Green in Cashiers, too.

By Brittney Lofthouse
The Macon County Board 

of  Commissioners has three seats 
up for election. Two seats in Dis-
trict II, which covers the Franklin 
Area, and one seat in District I 
which serves Ellijay, Flats, High-
lands and Sugarfork. 

The May 17 primary ballots 
will feature Republican candidates 
for office, with the top vote getters 
being placed on the November 

Meet the Republican 
primary candidates 

ballot to face Democrat challeng-
ers or an independent challenger 
who meets the deadline to secure 
enough signatures to be placed on 
the ballot. 

Early voting across North 
Carolina begins April 28 with the 
Primary voting day scheduled for 
May 17. 

Leading up to the Primary, 
Candidate Profiles will be com-

• See PRIMARY page 24

Before getting into the nitty 
gritty of  the FY 2022-’23 budget 
at the April 7 budget workshop, 
Mayor Pat Taylor announced 
there would be a closed session to 
discuss the lawsuit Commission 

Marc Hehn has filed against Town 
Manager Josh Ward regarding the 
draft, red-line fiber contract docu-
ments as well as issues now devel-
oping concerning Hehn’s Power-
line Removal request made at the 

March Town Board meeting.
However, since the closed 

session wasn’t on the budget work-
shop agenda it couldn’t take place 
– instead it was set for Tuesday, 

Closed session centers on Marc Hehn

• See HEHN page 30
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New & Re-Roofing Applications Including:
Asphalt • Cedar • Metal • Synthetic Materials
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We are getting close to the 
end of  school and the 
graduation season.High-

lands School usually has a senior 
graduation class of  about 25 to 30 
students.Being one of  only three 
K through 12 schools in the state, 
our whole town celebrates the ac-
complishments of  our hometown 
seniors.

Every graduating senior at the 
Highlands School is eligible to re-
ceive a Town of  Highlands Scholar-
ship if  they will be attending a college, univer-
sity or vocational school. Students who submit 
scholarship applications receive some level of  
support. If  a student remains in school, he or 
she can reapply for a scholarship each year un-
til their schooling is complete.

Highlands community leaders estab-
lished the town scholarship program for stu-
dents graduating from the Highlands School. 
These educational grants are intended to assist 
students in their educational pursuits beyond 
high school.

Special legislation was passed in Raleigh 
in 1977 in order to establish the town scholar-
ship program. This special legislation autho-
rized the town finance department to admin-
ister the program. There are no administration 
fees from the town, so every dollar goes di-

rectly to supporting scholarships.
The town has a scholarship 

committee consisting of  citizens 
and educators that review all schol-
arship applications. The amount 
for individual scholarships is de-
termined by this committee. I an-
nounce and present the scholarships 
to seniors on Highlands School 
Honors Day in May. Again, every 
graduating senior that is accepted 
into an advanced educational pro-
gram receives a scholarship.Awards 

can range from around $800 to over $2,000. 
Over a 4-year period of  study a student may 
receive as much as $4,000 or $6,000. Forty or 
more students actually receive support in a 
given year.

The endowment for the scholarship pro-
gram is now more than $880,000. Major gifts 
to the scholarship endowment will and have 
had a lasting impact on the educational en-
deavors of  young Highlanders.

As we approach the 50th year of  the pro-
gram, it would be wonderful to receive new 
major gifts that would propel the endowment 
to over a million dollars.The growth ofthe 
endowment will further increase support for 
students. 

In recent years, the town has sponsored 
a golf  tournament to raise money of  schol-
arships. Also, proceeds from the Three River 
Fly Fishing Festival go directly to the schol-
arship program. These fundraising initiatives, 
and sometimes interest from the endowment, 
help fund yearly scholarships and preserve the 
endowment’s principal. 

Due to unforeseen circumstances the 
golf  tournament will not take place this year.I 
hope Highlanders will consider making a con-
tribution to the scholarship program so the 
town can continue to provide scholarships at 
past levels.

This scholarship program is a great in-
vestment in our young people, as well as for 
the future of  Highlands.As mayor, I am ask-
ing for your support for this wonderful and 
unique program. Please send a check to the 
Town of  Highlands at PO Box 460, High-
lands, NC 28741. Be sure to mark the check 
for the Town of  Highlands Scholarship Fund. 
All donations are tax deductible. 

On Honors Day, many additional schol-
arships are awarded to seniors by civic organi-
zations and area businesses.That community 
support is an important way to encourage our 
seniors to strive for new levels of  achievements.

Help us build the Town Scholarship fund
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2022 CHEF DINNERS AT THE FARM
MAY DAY CELEBRATION 

With Celebrity Chef, Author, and 
Lifestyle Expert Chadwick Boyd

May 15

RED, WHITE, AND ‘QUE 
With the Fox Brothers

June 10

LA FÊTE DE 
CHAMPAGNE

July 14

FOURTH ANNUAL OYSTER FEST 
AT THE FARM  
With The Darling & Kimball House
September 25

FARM HARVEST DINNER
& BARN DANCE
November 11

NEW ORLEANS 
KITCHEN COLLAB   
With Chef Sue Zemanick  
November 12 | At Half-Mile Farm 

Book Now Online
OldEdwardsHospitality.com/ChefDinners

SUMMERTIME SUNDAY SUPPER
With Chef Cole Ellis & Chef Rob McDaniel

August 28
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Sandwiches
(Gluten Free Bread Add $3) 

The Basic Chick – Chicken salad or Egg salad or Tuna salad on wheat bread/croissant.   $10 

(Ask what we have - Options vary!)

Leslie’s Gobbler – Turkey, Havarti dill, shredded lettuce, cucumber, mayo on sub roll.   $12 

Raw & Flawless – Sautéed mushrooms, hummus, cucumber, avocado, kimchi, lettuce, banana 
peppers, and onion on a roasted Pita. (Veggies can vary due to availability, but it's always 
delicious!)   $14   

The Godfather – Sopressa salami, shaved ham, pepperoni, red onion, smoked 
provolone, shredded lettuce, banana peppers, onions with Italian dressing on baguette.  $13 

The Muff – Turkey, Sopressa salami, ham, cream cheese olive spread, smoked provolone 
cheese and shredded lettuce on sub roll.  $13 

The Porker – Shaved ham, Jarlsberg cheese, DJs pickles with homemade honey mustard on 
ciabatta.  $12 

The Hudson – Turkey, Provolone cheese (Have it your way - cucumber, lettuce, onion, banana 
peppers, black olives, DJs pickles).  $13

Follow us on Instagram for specials and changes to the schedule 
@thesecretgarden_market

208 N. 5th St. • Village Square • Highlands • 828-305-7509

Modern Fast Food & 
Courtyard Market

OPEN Mon.-Fri. • 11a to 6p

The Secret Garden is 
on Oak Street in the 

courtyard right 
beside 

Kelsey-Hutchinson 
Park

•obituaries•

John Daugherty McKey, Jr.,78, of  
Highlands, NC, passed away Monday, 
March 28, 2022. Mr. McKey was born 
in Atlanta, GA September 10,1943 to 
the late Dr. John Daugherty McKey, Sr. 
and Joyce Roper McKey.

The family moved to Orlando, 
where John spent his childhood days. 
He developed a fondness for golf  
spending time with his father, a pedia-
trician, at the Orlando Country Club 
and vacationing at the Highlands Golf  
Resort. 

He expanded his golf  experience with friends through 
high school. John decided to follow his father’s footsteps to 
take courses leading to medical school at Duke University. This 
lasted one year when the call of  the golf  course intervened as 
he was awarded a Golf  Scholarship at University of  Georgia 
and became a Golf  Team letterman. The team won the SCC 
Championship in 1965. 

He graduated in 1965, also achieving honors in Business 
Finance. John, then proceeded to earn a law degree at Uni-
versity of  Florida and practiced law for 40 years. At intervals, 
he served in US Army Reserves and later in US Navy Legal 
Division. 

Over his civilian career Mr. McKey was a developer of  
several golf  courses in Palm Beach, FL area. During this pe-
riod, he played on the Amateur Golf  Tour.  He was inducted 
into the Southern Golf  Association, later serving on the Board 
of  Directors and as President from 1999-2000. This presti-
gious organization is instrumental in promoting amateur golf. 
They Sponsor and officiate the Southern Armature Champi-
onship annually, from which the champion qualifies to play in 
the Walker Cup. 

He enjoyed membership in two top ranked golf  courses: 
Seminole Golf  Club and Pine Valley Golf  Club.  Always keen 
to golf  news, when the Highlands Golf  Resort was advertised 
for sale, he co-founded the Highlands Country Club in 1980 
with his law partner Jim Mackie. He served on the Golf  Com-
mittee fostering tournament play many years. 

The annual Bobby Jones Invitational gave him an op-
portunity to enhance the program by bringing in Walker Cup 
Players and Golf  Pros from near and far. John McKey called 
Highlands Country Club his fondest achievement and claimed 
Highlands, NC as home in his retirement. It was during this 
time that he found a new challenge - the game of  croquet. He 
enjoyed dual sports with friends in his later years. And he was a 
devoted member of  the Highlands United Methodist Church.

Survivors include his wife, Kathryn Robinson McKey; 
daughter, Allison McKey Nichols (Justin); stepdaughters, Rev. 
Caroline Unzaga (Rev.Jay), Laura Zimmerman (Daniel); grand-
children, Maddy Nichols, Walter Nichols, Henry Nichols, Isa-
bel Unzaga, Sebastian Unzaga, Micah Zimmerman; sister Joy 
McKey; nieces Carrie Grote (Tom), Erin Elliott (Andy), and 
Ashley Behm (Aaron); brother-in-law, Dr. Newell Robinson 
(Victoria); nieces, Ruth Robinson, and Sarah Salzer (Benjamin); 
nephews, Dr. Bryce Robinson (Katie), and Hunter Robinson. 

A graveside service was held Saturday, April 2, 2022, at 
Highlands Memorial Park, with Rev. Randy Lucas officiating.

Bryant-Grant Funeral Home is serving the McKey family. Online 
condolences may be made at www.bryantgrantfuneralhome.com.

John Daugherty McKey, Jr

• See OBITUARIES page 24
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Judy Michaud & Mitzi Rauers

The #1 Team
in the Highlands-Cashiers MLS

The #1 Small Team in N.C. in the BHHS network

Out of more than 55,000 BHHS agents worldwide, 
Judy & Mitzi earned the Chairman’s Circle - Diamond 

(Top 1/2 of 1%) in 2018, 2019, & 2020 and
Ranked In the Top 25 Small Teams in the U.S.

Certified Luxury Collection Specialists

JUDY MICHAUD
BROKER IN CHARGE / OWNER 

Mobile # (828) 371-0730

MITZI RAUERS
BROKER ASSOCIATE 
Mobile # (404) 218-9123

E-mail judy@bhhsmmr.com E-mail mitzi@bhhsmmr.com

OFFICE: 488 Main Street, Highlands, NC | (828) 526-1717

HIGHLANDS  |  $3,600,000  |  MLS# 98497
On a clear day you can see forever from this fabulous custom stone 
home! Built by John Lupoli, one of the premier builders on the pla-
teau, panoramic views are visible from almost all rooms. The main 
floor has an inviting foyer adjacent to a room that could be used as 
either a den or music room. The wood paneled living room boasts a 
wall of bookcases and a stone fireplace. A large kitchen with an 
oversized island will thrill any cook, and right off the kitchen is a 
covered, screened porch with electronic panels allowing for year 
round usage. The upstairs is home to a stylish owner’s suite plus an 
office, a lovely sitting room, and an ensuite guest bedroom. The ter-
race level has high ceilings, multiple windows that let in lots of light, 
and three guest suites. A family room with stone fireplace, workout 
nook, and kitchenette is the perfect place for game day fun. Lo-
cated at the top of Old Edwards Club with a circular driveway, this 
beautiful home has plenty of space for all to enjoy. Offered with 
additional lot for view protection.

5
BR

5
BA

1
HBA
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•HigHlanDs Dining•

Asia HouseAsia House
Japanese • Asian• Thai Cuisine

828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900
151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

Open for Take-out 
& Dining-in! 

Lunch & Dinner

Please call for reservations.

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round
Gourmet Foods & Full Service Bar

Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Open 
6 days & nights

Closed Wednesdays
Lunch: 11a-4p 

Dinner: 
5:30p - until

828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com
US 64w • Highlands

40 Years of Fine Dining

Open Mon.-Sat. 11a to 8p • Sun. 11a to 7p 
Closed Tuesdays

828.526.3554
595 Franklin Rd. Highlands, NC

Lunch 12-3p • Dinner 4:30 - 10p 
Closed Wednesdaysvisit highlandsburritos.com

Hours
Open Mon-Sat: 11a-3p 

Closed Sundays
Online Ordering Available and

NOW SERVING MARGARITAS!

Celebrating 28 years
American Cuisine with a 

Creole Twist and German Flair

474 Main Street | 828.526.3807 
www.wolfgangs.net

Open Wednesday-Sunday
Bistro Opens at 4pm

Dining Room at 5:30pm

TUES-SAT 
DINNER STARTS 

@5:30PM 

LAKESIDE 
NEW DINE IN ART GALLERY 

WWW .ARTCHALETGALLERY. COM 
DINE IN ANO CARRY OUT: LAKESIOERESTAURANT.INFO 

531 SMALLWOOD AVE I 828-526-9419 I HIGHLANDS

NOW OPEN!

Open 
Fri. -Tues
for dinner

Join us for Easter Brunch
11:30a to 2:00p

Reservations suggested
(Closed for Dinner)

t!/)117/f-�

*/;',5;'(i 

fjf� �d Sfux,up/ 
Rack of Lamb for 2 

Rosemary Roasted Potatoes 
Green Beans 

Strawberry Cake 
Rolls 

$33.95 
We Prepare You Cook & Heat! 
Call to reserve 828-526-2762 
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Paoletti

Reservations: 
828.526.4906

440 Main Street • Highlands
www.paolettis.com

DINNER/BAR FROM 5PM 
Exceptional Wines 
& Craft Cocktails

B re a k f a s t  &  Lu n c h  A l l  D a y
Open 7:30a to 4p •• 7 Days a Week

In Wright Square •• 137 Main St, Highlands
828-482-7020828-482-7020

Corner of 4th & Main (115 S 4th Street) | 828-526-9632

Craft Ice Cream & 
Hand-Crafted 

Sandwiches

 Fast & Fresh Family Food 

For Hours and to order on line go to:
SweetTreatsHighlands.com

The Secret Garden is in The Village Square 
behind K-H Founders Park. 

Offering hot and cold sandwiches, pasta salads, 
bakery items, SECRET daily specials, and 

Soup of the Day. All the food is freshly made and 
ready for pick up. 

WINTER HOURS
Monday-Friday • 11a to 6p

(See menu on page 4)
Modern Fast Food

& 
Courtyard Market

Now Open
for our 38th Season!

Wine Tastings each Friday at 5:30p 
Highlands Premiere Tapas Bar with Full Wine selection 

and Bourbon Bar featuring Hand-Crafted Cocktails.

Tannins ~ Taps ~ Tapas

Open Thursday - Monday • 4-10p
Closed Tuesday & Wednesday

482-8747 • 462 Dillard Road
www.magnoliarepublic.com

Weekly Music Events, Private Parties, Wine Dinners 

208 N. 5th St. • Village Square • Highlands • (828) 305-7509

The Ruffed Grouse Tavern
& Highlander Mountain House 

highlandermountainhouse.com
290 Main Street • Highlands • 828-526-2590

Dinner: 5-8p
Wed-Sat 

Lunch: 11:30a - 2p 
Fri & Sat

Sunday Brunch •10a - 2p

•HigHlanDs Dining••HigHlanDs Dining•

Silly Ridge at Sunday Bluegrass Brunch •April 24
Thursday Night Bluegrass 7-9pm • April 14, April 21

The Secret Garden is on Oak Street right behind 
Kelsey-Hutchinson Park

Join us Fireside for our 
Mid-week Specials

Wednesday
Burger & Beer

Thursday
Prime Rib Roast Dinner

w/glass of wine

Highlands Playhouse 
EVERYTHING EVERYWHERE 

ALL AT ONCE 
APRIL 15 - 24, 2022 

SHOWING FRI, SAT, SUN 
1PM &4PM 

WWW.MOUNTAINTHEATRE.COM 
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Yard Art 
Open for outside pickup & 

delivery

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

~ Home Decor 
~ Gifts 

~ Jewelry
468 Carolina Way 

Highlands
(Between N. 4th & N. 5th)

828-526-3909

Read Highlands Newspaper in its entirety from 
wherever you are at 

www.highlands info.com. 
Clilck on Local News.

Each week’s issue is uploaded every Thursday AM.
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Celebration Dinner
May Day

Book Now
OldEdwardsInn.com

CHADWICK BOYD 
PRESENTS A HAPPY CELEBRATION OF
MAY DAY INCLUDING LIVE MUSIC.

at   THE FARM

Sunday, May 15

Kathy Manos Penn

•ink Penn•
Kick back with two very different mysteries

I adore mysteries, and my two 
recent finds were a delight. 
If  you live in or are visit-

ing Highlands, North Carolina, 
you are sure to get a kick out 
of  spotting familiar sights in the 
first book. I’m not very familiar 
with Cashiers, which is also part 
of  the setting, but I know High-
lands pretty well. I especially 
enjoyed an action scene set in 
Highlands’ Hudson Library. 

And, if  you are even a tiny 
bit of  an Anglophile, you’ll love 
reading about the inner workings of  Wind-
sor Castle in England in the second book. 

A Fire in the Night
by Christopher Swann

Ever since I read Christopher Swann’s 
first book “In the Shadow of  the Lions,” 
I’ve been hooked, and I eagerly await every 
new release. This is his third book, and it 
did not disappoint. Set in the mountains of  
North Carolina in the Cashiers/Highlands 
area, I loved it for the familiar territory – I 
live in Atlanta, just a 2-hour drive away – and 
for the plot. 

His words bring both the setting and 
the emotions alive. Check out the book 
blurb below and grab a copy!

Acclaimed Southern mystery master 
Christopher Swann delivers ‘a book that’s 
literary fiction, a spy novel, and a relent-
less thriller all in one’ (Lee Goldberg, New 
York Times bestselling author), perfect for 
fans of  Linwood Barclay and Michael Farris 
Smith.

Nick Anthony has retreated to the 
North Carolina mountains to mourn the 
untimely death of  his wife. Once a popu-
lar professor, Nick just wants to be left 
alone with his grief. But when his estranged 
brother and sister-in-law die in a house fire, a 
stunned Nick learns he has a niece, Annalise, 
who is missing.

The Windsor Knot 
by SJ Bennett

What a delight! How did 
the author come up with the 

concept of  Queen Elizabeth as a woman 
who solves mysteries? Set right before the 
Queen turns 90, Prince Phillip is still a part 
of  her life and there are sweet glimpses into 
their lives and interesting insights into the 
Queen’s perspective on her children and 
grandchildren, all very nicely done. 

Who knows whether all this is accurate 
or not and who cares? I love reading about 
her day to day and seeing her portrayed as 
a smart, savvy, curious woman!! I’ll be look-
ing for book two shortly. Here’s a bit of  the 
book description to whet your appetite:

“The bestselling first book in a highly 
original and delightfully clever crime series 
in which Queen Elizabeth II secretly solves 
crimes while carrying out her royal duties.

It is the early spring of  2016 and Queen 
Elizabeth is at Windsor Castle in advance 
of  her 90th birthday celebrations. But the 
preparations are interrupted by the shock-
ing and untimely death of  a guest in one of  
the Castle bedrooms. The scene leads some 
to think the young Russian pianist strangled 
himself, yet a badly tied knot leads MI5 to 
suspect foul play. When they begin to ques-
tion the Household’s most loyal servants, 
Her Majesty knows they’re looking in the 
wrong place.

For the Queen has been living an ex-
traordinary double life ever since her teen-
age years as ‘Lilibet.’ Away from the public 
eye and unbeknownst to her closest friends 
and advisers, she has the most brilliant skill 
for solving crimes.”

Here’s to happy reading!
• Award-winning author Kathy Manos Penn 

is a Georgia resident. Find her cozy mysteries in 
Franklin at Franklin Office Supply & Gifts and 
Books Unlimited, and on Amazon. Contact her 
at inkpenn119@gmail.com, and follow her on 
Facebook, www.facebook.com/KathyManosPen-
nAuthor/. 
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VINCA LANE

Overlooking the Cullasaja River. Opportunity to 
build a dream home overlooking the waterfall 
below. A few short minutes from downtown.

MLS# 98624 | Offered at $215,000

BLUE VALLEY FALLS

Almost 3 acres. Level building site with trails. 
Quiet community on cul-de-sac. Mountain 

views surround. Close to town on Atlanta side.

MLS# 98168 | Offered at $230,000

PRESTIGIOUS RAVENEL

Downtown Highlands. Gated & small 
community. Wide paved roads & surrounding 

mountain views. Park & tennis area. Community 
covered pavilion with fireplace.

MLS# 97681 | Offered at $778,000

COTSWOLDS WAY

Great mountain views. 2.6 acres. 
Quiet and small neighborhood. Close 

to downtown Highlands.

MLS# 94789 | Offered at $185,000

Pat Allen Broker in Charge | 828.200.9179 Julie Osborn Broker in Charge | 828.200.6165

patallenrealtygroup.com

#1 in the Carolinas
#1 in the Country for Independent Firms  

Stronger together!
Source RealTrends



VIEW PROPERTY IS WHAT EVERYONE IS LOOKING FOR!
Own 33.5 acres of view property in Highlands.

Offered for $895,000
 Andrea Gabbard
c 828.200.6742  o 828.526.8300 
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

Andrea is top 15% 
of Brokers on MLS

Highlands Sotheby’s 
International Realty is the #1 

producing office on the Plateau 2020

• Incredible Views
• Par 72 Championship Course  

stretching 6,900 yards of Peaks and Valleys
• Open Daily, • Year-Round • Public Golf 

2 hrs. northeast of Atlanta • 20 Minutes from Highlands, NC

For Tee Times, Membership Information or Event Rentals, 
please call 706-746-5302 

www.skyvalleycountryclub.com

 The Coolest Golf Course  
in Georgia 
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Upstairs and Across the Walkway at 
 Falls on Main Highlands

Open at 9a Tues.-Sat. • 828-526-3939

Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Villardo

Nail Tech: Jenna Schmitt
Massage Therapist: Brenda Lopez

Hair • Nails • Waxing • Tanning 
Facials • Massages 
Walk-ins Welcome!

Stylists: Heahter Escandon
Maggie Barden, Bri Field, and Desiray Schmitt 

came to light last month, the 26-year-old 
Republican from Hendersonville earned 
bipartisan rebukes in Congress for calling 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky 
a “thug” and Ukraine “incredibly evil” — 
charges that won him accolades on Russian 
state television.

He then told a right-wing YouTube 
channel host that unnamed Republican 
lawmakers in Washington “in their 60s and 
70s” had invited him to “orgies” and that he 
had witnessed them snorting cocaine. 

And on April 4, he took to the House 
floor to lecture Speaker Nancy Pelosi — a 
grandmother of  nine — on biology. “I nev-
er imagined that one of  my sacred duties 
in this hallowed chamber would be explain-
ing to the House Speaker the difference be-
tween a man and a woman,” Cawthorn an-
nounced. “Take notes, Madam Speaker, I’m 
about to define what a woman is for you: 
XX chromosomes, no tallywacker.”

But while each outrageous comment 
gains him publicity and aids his fundraising 
for re-election, his traffic citations might ac-
tually land him in jail. 

They are just the latest examples of  
a decade-long and growing record of  law-
breaking, rules flouting, accountability eva-
sion, and questionable behavior. But a reck-
oning may be at hand. 

Blames Media, Democrats for 
His Words

Not only does Cawthorn face a series 
of  court dates for reckless driving and other 
charges, he has been pointedly ostracized 
by Republican Party leadership in Congress 
and within North Carolina who want to see 
him ousted in the May 17 primary election. 

“On any given day, he’s an embarrass-
ment,” U.S. Sen. Richard Burr (R-NC) said 
of  Cawthorn. 

“Unfortunately, Madison Cawthorn 
has fallen well short of  the most basic stan-
dards Western North Carolina expects from 
their representatives,” fellow Republican 
Sen. Thom Tillis said, citing what he said 
was Cawthorn’s “consistent pattern of  ju-
venile behavior, outlandish statements, and 
untruthfulness.” 

Cawthorn’s assertion that unnamed 
GOP colleagues snorted cocaine and in-
vited him to an orgy drew a closed-door 
reprimand from fellow House Republicans 
and a 30-minute tongue lashing from an 
outraged Kevin McCarthy, the Republican 
minority leader.

Cawthorn emerged red-faced from the 
scolding and, through his press secretary, 
admitted that he’d “exaggerated.” McCar-

thy bluntly called the stories “untrue” and 
said the once-rising GOP star had “lost my 
trust” and needed to “turn his life around.”

But Cawthorn quickly turned to social 
media to suggest that it was Democrats and 
the news media, not he, that made the alle-
gations about cocaine use and orgies.

“My comments on a recent podcast 
appearance calling out corruption have 
been used by the left and the media to dis-
parage my Republican colleagues and falsely 
insinuate their involvement in illicit activi-
ties,” Cawthorn said in statement posted to 
Twitter.

Hot Wheels
Whether he can coast to re-election is 

another question, according to Watchdog 
interviews with several local Republicans 
who backed Cawthorn in 2020.

The past month’s revelations, “com-
bined with having a competitive field, have 
given the opportunity for former support-
ers not just to complain quietly, but to bolt,” 
said Western Carolina University Professor 
Chris Cooper, a specialist in the region’s 
elections.

Aside from criticism from the Repub-
lican Party leadership, Cawthorn faces a 
legal reckoning for the most recent motor-
vehicle violations, the latest in a decade-long 
pattern.

Asheville Watchdog has found 12 mo-
tor-vehicle violations in North Carolina and 
three other states since Cawthorn became a 
licensed driver, most of  which haven’t been 
reported before.

“Snake-oil Salesman”
Until now, Cawthorn has avoided se-

rious legal and political consequences. But 
this may change.   

The motor-vehicle violations, although 
misdemeanors typically satisfied with pay-
ment of  a fine, are classified as criminal of-
fenses and could carry jail sentences upon 
conviction. Cawthorn awaits court hearings 
on April 18 and May 6 stemming from two 
recent citations in Polk and Cleveland coun-
ties respectively, either of  which could carry 
a 20-day jail sentence and $1,000 fine.

Cawthorn’s brushes with the law 
haven’t been limited to exceeding speed 
limits. At least twice over the past several 
years he’s been ticketed for driving without 
a valid license or tag. And since his election 
to Congress from western North Carolina’s 
11th District, Cawthorn has been flagged 
by authorities for a range of  other viola-
tions not involving driving. 

Among these have been four instances 
• See CAWTHORN page 20

...CAWTHORN continued from page 1
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highlandssothebysrealty.com

For over 22 years 
our committment to 
exceptional service

remains the same

Highlands Sotheby’s International Realty has been a market 
leader on the Plateau for 22 years and record breaking 2021 was 
no exception. As the leader of luxury real estate on the Highlands-
Cashiers Plateau, our proven track record sets us apart. For those 
seeking exceptional results, there is only Highlands Sotheby’s 
International Realty. 

and it’s only getting better.

LIST WITH US.
NUMBER ONE REAL ESTATE FIRM.

GLOBAL EXPOSURE. INNOVATIVE MARKETING. PROVEN RESTULTS.

Per Highlands/Cashiers MLS and County Recordings.

Cullasaja Office
1371 Cullasaja Club Drive 

Highlands, NC
(828) 526.4104

Downtown Office
114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC
(828) 526.8300

#1 Real Estate Firm
on the Highlands/Cashiers Plateau



Page 12 - Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., April 14, 2022 - 828-200-1371

www.TeresaSeay.com
488 Main Street, Highlands, NC 28741TERESA SEAY

BROKER ASSOCIATE
(828) 421-1514

Want an award-winning real estate experience?

Use an award-winning
real estate expert.

In the BHHS global network of 55,000+ agents, Teresa ranks in the Top 3%!

33

•biz/org news•

Highlands Rotary Club’s Healthy Homes 
Initiative Project

Rotary Club of  Highlands received 
a grant in the amount of  $45,000 from 
Highlands Cashiers Health Foundation and 
Nantahala Health Foundation for the Healthy 
Homes Initiative, a collaborative program 
with the Dogwood Health Trust to assist low-
income families in need of  home repairs that 
are negatively affecting their quality of  life. 

Members of  the Rotary Club of  
Highlands circulated applications for home 
repairs throughout the Highlands area through 
various non-profits and churches, including 
the Highlands Emergency Council, Highlands 
United Methodist Church, International 
Friendship Center and various other entities 
that serve low-income individuals and 
families. Additionally, the availability of  this 
opportunity was published in local papers.

To qualify for assistance, recipient had 
to earn 60% or less of  the household Annual 
Median Income (AMI) for the county where 
the property was situated. Additionally, the 
property had to be owned by the occupant 
and the repairs had to address health and 
safety issues.

Since receiving the grant funds in 
November 2021, Rotary Club of  Highlands 
has received 10 applications, according to 

Rotary member Jerry Moore, who is leading 
the club’s efforts. 

Two of  these applications did not 
qualify due to non-ownership or failure to 
meet income requirements. One application 
is pending and seven are active. 

“This grant has created an eye-opening 
experience that reveals a much larger extent 
of  need in our local communities than one 
would expect,” said Moore. “We are glad to 
be able to begin to make a difference.”

Damages to homes in need of  repair 
range from failing roofs causing water leaks 
to deteriorating entry steps, rotten fascia, 
and window seals.  Several homes required 
heating system replacements or repairs, and 
one dwelling was without electricity using 
only a propane heater and had no access to 
running water. 

Rotary Club members are working 
to arrange inspections, evaluations, and 
construction contracts to help families 
struggling to sustain their health under these 
conditions.

If  you or someone you know is in 
need of  these services, please contact Jerry 
Moore, e-mail ejmoorejr@yahoo.com. 
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COUNTRY CLUB PROPERTIES
Wright Sq. 828-526-2520 | www.ccphighlandsnc.com | ccp4terry@gmail.com

Main Street Mtn. Fresh

Easy in town living with this one 
level contemporary ranch which 
features 4 bedrooms, 2 baths plus a 
study and large 2-car garage/work-
shop. Open spaces with soaring 
glass, screened porch that has a grill 
with vent and connects to a conver-
sation deck with firepit. The living 
area and screen porch overlook the 
noisy water of Millcreek. Offered at 
$1,195,000. mls #98604

+/- 5.3 beautiful, lush acres on Fore-
man Road with a subdivision plan 
for (4) four lots, (4) four 5-bedroom 
septic permits, and a completely re-
modeled cabin. This incredibly rare 
in-town parcel tucked in the woods 
is perfect for a private family re-
treat or small development. The 
property is walkable to town with 
access from both Foreman Road 
and Cullasaja Drive and features a 
creek with two waterfalls. The origi-
nal, completely remodeled cabin has 
two large bedrooms, a bathroom 
with laundry, a full-length deck with 
ridgeline views overlooking the 
creek, a stone fireplace, 2-car ga-
rage, and storage shed. Completely 
renovated inside and out from top 
to bottom. Offered at $2,499,000. 
mls #98627

What a great opportunity to own 
a Southern Living style home with 
a great view to the West. Located 
1.5 miles from downtown Highlands 
with a 3 car garage and 2.5 acres 
of land. Offered at $998,000. mls 
#97939

Own a truly unique Highlands Cabin! 
Located less than 3 miles from Main 
Street and having over 19 acres of 
usable land, this true log cabin was 
added to an existing farmhouse, 
barn, meadow, views off the upper 
tier. A blank canvas to improve to 
your personal taste and have a fam-
ily heirloom for another chapter. 4 
bedrooms, stone fireplaces, retro 
kitchen, fantastic sleeping porch. This 
property has endless possibilities! 
Offered at $3,575,000. mls #98048

Great family home has flat grassy 
spaces and lovely outdoor en-
tertaining areas. View of Shortoff 
mountain from the historic out-
door fireplace. 3-4 BD, 3 BA, office, 
2-car garage and a 2-car carport. 
In move in condition. Offered at 
$1,174,000. mls #97458

Turn of the Century 480 Winfield 
Farm has 4.7 acres and borders 
USFS land. View, frog pond, fenced 
garden plot, fire-pit, porches, room 
for yard games, dogs, kids, horses. 
Main house has 3+BR/2.5Bath with 
1-car attached garage, Stone wood-
burning fireplace, wood floors and 
Large master suite on main. Guest 
house has 1 BR/1Bath with 2 car ga-
rage, a canning basement with keep-
ing room. All has been renovated, 
updated, and made neat as a pin. Of-
fered at $729,000. mls #97582

Eastside Duck Mountain This 3 bed-
room 2 bath is located in Four States 
Subdivision and has a spectacular 
view of Winfield Farm, Blue Valley 
and vistas to the south. Main floor 
living plan has Living room with fire-
place, kitchen, dining room/Sunroom 
with loads of windows to experience 
the 180 degree view. 2 guest bed-
rooms with a hall bath, upstairs has 
a huge master suite with fireplace 
and ensuite bath. Great bones and 
ready for your own taste. Offered at 
$695,000. mls #98207

Mirror Lake Cabin. What everyone 
is looking for, old house charm with 
new house living. Main house has 2 
bedrooms 1 bath, a real stone fire-
place, wood floors and usable kitch-
en. Guest house has 2 bedrooms 1 
1/2 baths with an enclosed outside 
shower. Offered at $1,600,000. mls 
#97457

Located in Mirror Lake, this 3-4 
bedroom, 2 bath cottage is in 
move-in condition. Owners have 
improved within the last several 
years. Light and airy, cathedral in liv-
ing room, fireplace, cooks kitchen, 
3 bedrooms, 1 bath on the main 
level with a deck that overlooks the 
small pond. Lower level has a sit-
ting room, laundry, bedroom, bath 
and one-car garage. A great setting 
with water and privacy. Offered at 
$850,000. mls #98454

This charming, spacious family home 
has easy access to the golf course 
and has grounds with a small branch 
and pond. 5-6 Bedrooms, 6.5 baths, 
great covered porch with fireplace 
and space for great entertaining. 
Custom features throughout and a 
cooks kitchen. Full detached guest 
suite. All of this at a great value price 
at Highlands Country Club. Offered 
at $1,650,000. mls #97428

A almost flat 3.55 acres with end of 
the road privacy. Enter the Home 
from a covered carport into a spa-
cious den-living dining area, updated 
kitchen is located adjacent to the 
stone fireplace. Living and dining 
boast mountain views. Wing bed-
rooms floor plan with the master at 
the end of the hall and 2 guest bed-
rooms off the hall with baths. The 
cutest log guesthouse that you have 
ever seen. Offered at $1,995,000. mls 
#96998

This remodeled 2BR/2BA High-
lands Mountain Club unit is easily 
accessible and easy to maintain,. 
Hardwood floors in living area, 
with stone gas log fireplace. Wall of 
double doors open onto screened 
porch with winter lake view. Main 
bedroom has a large walk in closet 
along with a built in granite counter 
top vanity space. Kitchen has been 
beautifully remodeled. Clubhouse 
pool is just a short walk from 
your unit. Offered at $440,00. mls 
#98264

Great view in town from this 3 BD/3 
1/2 BA home newly renovated. Open 
kitchen / living/ dining room with gas 
fireplace, covered front porch with 
stone wood burning fireplace, and 
powder room. Main level suite has 
full bath, walk in closet and private 
deck. Downstairs consists of two 
suites one with separate kitchenette. 
Covered parking. Priced to sell at 
$1,190,000. mls #98526

This former in-town workshop near 
the Performing Arts Center has a 
finished basement with bedroom, 
full bathroom, kitchenette, and liv-
ing/dining space. Beautifully main-
tained yard complete with pond and 
water feature. Two-car garage, with 
large storage space and attic space 
ready to be converted to more 
living space. Downstairs with a 
separate entrance open room with 
kitchenette, dining, full bathroom, 
living space and bed space. The yard 
and outdoor living is breathtaking. 
The pond, dock and water feature 
are all part of this .45+/- acre in-
town Highlands lot. To be so close 
to town yet beautifully placed to be 
as private and peaceful as you like. 
Offered at $749,000. mls #98281



THE FIREWOOD COMPANY

Seasoned Firewood
Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn!

828,200,3050 
bobhenritze@gmail,com • www,firewoodcompany,net

THE 
FIREWOOD COMPANY

Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn!

828.200.3050 
bobhenritze@gmail.com • www.firewoodcompany.net

142 HWY 107, Cashiers, NC 28717 • 828-482-5011 • Open Year Round

Brazilian Cowhides
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•on tHe sunny siDe•

Kenny Youmans

The History of Easter

Easter is a Christian holiday 
that celebrates the belief  
in the resurrection of  Je-

sus.  
The resurrection occurred 

three days after Jesus was cruci-
fied by the Romans.  

The holiday includes the 
“Passion of  Christ,” a series of  
events and holidays that begins 
with Lent  –  a 40-day period of  
fasting, prayer and sacrifice.  

It ends with Holy Week, 
which concludes the celebration 
of  Jesus’ Last Supper with his 12 
Apostles.  

Palm Sunday begins the week 
before Easter and represents the 
day Jesus entered into Jerusalem.

The English word “Easter” 
takes its name from Eostre.  Eo-
stre is the Goddess of  Spring. 

The Apostles believed that 
the death of  Jesus and His resur-
rection gave us “the gift of  eternal 
and new life,” meaning that those 
of  faith will be welcomed into the 

“Kingdom of  Heaven.”
How did eggs and rabbits be-

come associated with Easter? The 
fact is that eggs, like the rabbit, 
have long been an ancient symbol 
of  fertility and new life  – all things 
associated with the springtime cel-
ebration of  Easter.

The rabbit was a symbol of  
new life and fertility in pre-Chris-
tian times.  It’s associated as an 
Easter symbol that originated in 
Germany, as early as the 16th cen-
tury.  German children believed if  
they were good, the Easter Bunny 
would leave them treats, sweets 
and colored eggs.  That was the 
beginning of   Easter baskets.  

When the Germans settled in 
Pennsylvania in the 18th century, 

they introduced the Easter Bunny 
to the United States.   

Germany also gets credit 
for the custom of  the Easter egg 
hunt.  Its origins date back to the 
16th century when the Protestant 
reformer, Martin Luther, orga-
nized egg hunts for his congrega-
tion. 

Easter egg hunts later be-
came a tradition in England in 
the 19th century.  England was 
also the first to introduce choco-
late eggs.

Here comes Peter Cottontail
Hopping down the Bunny trail
Hippity hoppity, hippity hoppity
Easter is on its way
Bringing every girl and boy
Baskets full of  Easter Joy
Hippity, hoppity
Happy Easter Day

I remember as a young kid, 
my mother would always have 
new Easter outfits for my sister 
and me for Easter Sunday.  Easter 
Sunday at our church was special.  
After church there would be an 
Easter egg hunt with all the fami-
lies participating.

 
May every cloud above you
Give way to skies of  blue
And on Easter morning
Let only Joys shine through

Look Who’s  
Turning 90 on  

April 18!
Master  

Auctioneer
Al Scudder

Share your memories at 
Scudder’s Auction

Gallery and Wish Al a 
Happy Birthday.

justgrits1@gmail.com
3 Sandy Ridge Road
Beaufort, SC 29902

•Milestone•

Al Scudder at Scudder’s on Main Street.
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364 Main Street
Highlands, NC
828-526-9415

S...Hop Around Highlands this weekend!

BAGS 
on MAIN

Next to The Toy Store
Main Street

828-526-9415
338 Main St.

526-4777
S. 4th street 

526-4473

(Across from Town Hall)
(828) 526-8390 

 207 N 4th St., Highlands

Come shop 
The Molly Grace 
where there is 
something for 

everyone any time of 
the year!

Sweet Alternatives for 
Your Easter Basket!

Books • Douglass Cuddle Toys 
Moon Balls • Card Games 

& More!
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S...Hop Around Highlands this weekend!

828-526-3160

We are Bursting 
with new Spring 

Arrivals!

A Highlands tradition since 1940
Our 82nd season on Main Street

(828)421-3546
361 Main St • Highlands

(Next to Annawear)

Whimsy and 
rejuvenation 

for Easter! 

30%-40% 
Off 

Resort 
Cashmere 

Collections.

• Free People • THML 
 • Z Supply 

• Michael Stars 
            • Vintage Havana

  Jeans by:
  Joes • AG 
              • Citizens   
           • Hudson  
     • Mother
           Shoes by:
  • ShuSh 
  • Diba   
   • Blowfish 
  • Matisse

355 Main Street
(in The Galax Theatre

526-4660

Spring Has Spring Has 
SprungSprung

8106 Dillard Road • Scaly Mtn, NC • 828-526-8800
pens.dstm@gmail.com

Featuring more than 60 local artists offering 
hand-crafted items for sale with a percentage of every 
item sold goes to provide non-perishable food boxes to 
distribution sites in Highlands and Scaly Mountain, NC  

as well as in Rabun County, GA. 

(828) 526-5226 
450 Main St. 
Highlands

• Cookware 
• Bakeware 

• Cutlery 
• Gadgets 
• Tabletop 
• Stemware 

• Small Appliances

Gourmet Kitchenware

Check out our news store in Cashiers!
Lulu & You – 142 HWY 107

326 Main St.
828-482-4375

Order online at www. 
facebook.com/LuluBleuNC

Check out our pen & 

birdhouse classes 

on page 22!

Check out our pen & 
birdhouse classes on page 22!
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Storefront • Plate Glass • Mirrors
Custom Shower Doors • Insulated Glass 
Custom Mirrors • Tabletops • Sun Rooms 

Replacement of Fogged Glass 
Insulated Units

(828) 349-0088
www.glassshoppe.com

David Lewis, owner
3145 Old Murphy Road

Franklin, NC

Specializing in 
Custom Garage Doors & Automatic Openers 

Owner: Steve Raby • 7290 Highlands Rd • Franklin

Installation • Service • Repair
828-369-5014

Commercial Residential

April Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8a to 5p
(Across from the Post Office)

135 Franklin Road
828-526-3956

Spring Home Improvement 2022

Your One-Stop 
Garden Shop

Celebrating 28 
Years!

Colorful Perennials

Assorted Pottery

Colorful Annuals

2460 Cashiers Road • Highlands • 828-526-2395
highlandslawnandgarden.com • Mon.-Sat. 8a to 5p

New Inventory Arriving DAILY!

(StatePoint) Is remod-
eling your kitchen on your 

3 Affordable Kitchen Upgrades to Consider
wish list? Afraid of  how 
much it’ll set you back?

HomeAdvisor puts 
the average kitchen re-
model price in the $12,567 
to $34,962 range. However, 
you can buck the trend of  
costly, complicated updates. 
Consider these three reno-
vations, all of  which will 
improve the look and func-
tionality of  your kitchen, 
without costing you thou-
sands of  dollars:

Refresh Fabrics
Reupholstering just 

one chair means shelling 
out $150 to $600, accord-
ing to HomeGuide. If  that’s 
beyond what you’re willing 
to pay, but you’re not ready 
to replace a beloved set of  
kitchen chairs, you can up-
date their look on a budget 
and in just a few minutes 
with stretchable seat cov-
ers. A good choice for 
families with kids or pets, 
these covers are typically 
machine-washable and can 

be swapped out as often as 
you like to suit your mood. 
From geometric designs 
to citrus vibes to florals, 
they’re offered in a range of  
patterns that will look great 
with any style.

New Granite Surfaces
Countertops are the 

most common feature up-
graded during kitchen reno-
vations, according to a 2022 
Houzz study, which found 
that nine in 10 remodel-
ers performed this update. 
The same survey found that 
35% of  homeowners are 
splurging to make it hap-
pen. If  you’ve looked into 
granite countertops, you 
probably learned that it can 
cost thousands of  dollars 
and take months to have 
them custom-made and in-
stalled.

Adding this touch 
of  luxury to your kitchen 
doesn’t have to bust your 
budget, involve contrac-
tors or mean supply chain 
hassles. It can actually be 
an easy, one-weekend DIY 
project. Using a LuxROCK 
Solid Surface Granite 
Countertop Kit from Daich 
Coatings, you can trans-
form your countertops and 
island surfaces at just a frac-
tion of  the price of  a pro-
fessional granite countertop 
installation. For about $300, 
a kit covers 40 square feet 
of  space. This functional 

and decorative blend of  real 
stone with stunning min-
eral highlights can be used 
to give a smooth appear-
ance to countertops, tables 
or any other surface. And 
because the authentic stone 
surface resists stains, heat 
and impact and is food safe, 
it’s a great solution for the 
kitchen.

Each kit includes a 
prime coat, stone coats, 
clear epoxy and a clear coat 
finish, as well as all the tools 
needed. This revolution-
ary and exceptionally easy 
resurfacing project doesn’t 
require any artistic skills to 
be a success. Nor does it 
require technical skills, as 
sinks, plumbing fixtures and 
existing countertops don’t 
need to be removed before 
application.

If  you’re someone 
who likes the flexibility of  
changing things up every 
few years, it’s simple to up-
date granite surface colors 
using another LuxROCK 
kit when you’re ready. Both 
this U.S. patent-pending kit 
and the brand’s textured 
countertop kits are available 
online at The Home Depot 
and Lowe’s.

Optimize Your Pantry
Pantries are often 

tucked away, but you can 
still give them an eye-catch-
ing makeover. For fresh 

• See KITCHEN page 19



Benjamin Moore 
Paints

Carpets
Wood Flooring

Tile
Wall Coverings

Window Treatments
Custom Closets
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• See FARMHOUSE page 20

Make power outages a thing 
of the past with a home 
standby generator.

Are you prepared for Power Outages? 
Power outages… we’ve all suffered through them.  The good news is, you don’t need to any longer.  
Generac home standby generators automatically provide backup power during a utility power outage – whether 
you’re home or away. Whether it’s for a few hours or several days, your family and home are protected.   So sure, 
keep the candles and flash lights, but it’s time to get serious about preparing for power outages. 

Call or go online today for more information

7441 Dillard Rd., Scaly Mountain, North Carolina 28775-9323 

Allan Dearth and Sons 
Sales 
Service 
Website 

(828) 526-9325
(828) 526-9325

https://adsemergencypower.com/ 

IANBERRY 
INSURAN CE 

'I. 1 _:, 

141 Main Street, 
Highlands 

828-526-8939

. \$7SrANBERRY-INS.COM 

Spring Home Improvement

pops of  color, paint the 
pantry door and wallpaper 
the interior. Group items by 
height, then use customiz-
able shelving to stretch stor-
age real estate. You may also 
wish to transfer kitchen sta-
ples to uniform containers. 
This will offer a tidier, more 
visually appealing look, 
while helping you make 
better use of  limited space. 
Whether you opt for mason 

jars, ceramic canisters, or 
BPA-free plastic cubes, label 
containers carefully.

It’s the heart of  the 
home, but that doesn’t 
mean you need to break the 
bank to create your dream 
kitchen. With ingenuity, you 
can improve its look and 
functionality at an afford-
able price point and in just 
a weekend.

...KITCHEN continued from 18

Tips to Add Farmhouse-Style Elements to Your Home 
(StatePoint) When 

it comes to home design, 
farmhouse style represents 
a total intersection of  beauty 

and practicality, making it 
no surprise that many are 
embracing this traditional 
look today. Whatever archi-
tectural style your home is, 
adding key design elements 
can help you get in on best 
aspects of  the farmhouse 
trend. Here are a few reno-
vations to consider:

• An updated porch: 
Adding a front porch or 
expanding an existing porch 
will not only add charm-
ing farmhouse-style curb 
appeal, but extend your 
outdoor living area as well. 
Be sure to take as much 

care decorating your porch 
as you would any other 
room of  your home. In-
clude comfy furniture, like 
rocking chairs and a porch 
swing, complete with cush-
ions. Add potted plants for 
a touch of  vibrant greenery, 
lantern wall sconces for il-
lumination, and outdoor 
rugs for coziness. Don’t 
forget the entryway. Make it 
more inviting with seasonal 
wreaths and a cheerful wel-
come mat.

• Board ‘n batten sid-
ing: Imparting a rustic, 



Chestnut Hill, 
a residential retirement community on a quiet 
mountain top in Highlands, NC, has spacious 
Independent and Assisted Living Apartments.

It is a full-service, Medicaid Certified community. 

For further information call Linda Tiffany at 
828-526-5251 or 904-514-4896
www.chestnuthillofhighlands.com
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handmade quality to any home, even those 
built-in contemporary styles, “board ‘n bat-
ten” is a centuries-old siding design that 
encapsulates the appeal of  farmhouse-style 
homes. The term “batten” refers to the strip 
of  molding placed across the joint between 
boards. The resulting look boasts an attrac-
tive geometry of  strong vertical lines bal-
anced by a sense of  texture across the hori-
zontal face. While the look is traditional, you 
can pair it with the very latest in siding tech-
nology. For example, CedarMAX Insulated 
Siding from ProVia comes in many styles, 
including board ‘n batten. This complete 
thermal cladding system offers continuous 
insulation for maximum energy savings. 
With five times greater impact resistance 
than regular siding and a weather barrier 
shield, this is not just a charming aesthetic 
upgrade, but one that will improve the com-
fort of  your home for years to come.

• Metal roofing: There’s a reason metal 
roofing plays prominently into the design 
of  authentic farmhouses -- they are built to 
last. That’s truer than ever today, thanks to 
advances in metal roofing technology. Of-
fering superior color retention, long-term 

...FARMHOUSE continued from 19

Experience MATTERS
Shawna Thun Lamb for Clerk of Court

EXPERIENCE:
• 21 years in the Clerk of Courts office.

• Knowledge of office’s strengths & weaknesses.
• Established relationships in the Judicial System.

• Valued relationships with the public.
         GOALS:
• Improve efficiency.
• Focus on the public.

Paid for by the Committee to Elect Shawna Thun Lamb for Clerk.

VOTE
Shawna Thun Lamb 
Clerk of Court on May 17th.

reliability, energy efficiency and environ-
mental friendliness, architectural-grade 
metal shingle roofing is an upgrade that 
can add both beauty and value to your 
home. In the case of  ProVia’s Metal Slate 
Roofing, which is designed to look like 
classic quarried slate shingles, you can draw 
on the beauty of  nature in shades of  gray 
and brown, while enjoying proven protec-
tion from hail, wind, rain, and corrosion.

• Interior touches: Restyle your 
home’s interior to be farmhouse-inspired 
with a few renovations. Classic looks in-
clude neutral walls, such as matte shades 
of  beige, grays and creams, shabby chic 
furniture -- think wicker, distressed wood 
and reclaimed lumber -- and hardwood 
flooring. Consider dusting off  a few hand-
me-downs or visiting antique shops and 
estate sales for one-of-a-kind finds. Above 
all, be sure to prioritize comfort, warmth, 
and practicality.

To embrace everything that a home 
should be -- an inviting place to gather with 
friends and family -- add farmhouse-style 
touches to your home, indoors and out.

Read Highlands Newspaper in its entirety from wherever you are at 
www.highlands info.com. 
Clilck on Local News.

Each week’s issue is uploaded in PDF format every Thursday AM.
It’s the exact same issue that is available on the streets.

of  carrying a switchblade-style knife onto 
school properties despite warnings from 
two county sheriffs (potential violations of  
state law), an attempt to carry a handgun 
onto a commercial flight from Asheville 
(a possible violation of  federal law), and 
failure to pay Henderson County property 
taxes on time. Unpaid taxes expose property 
to lien and foreclosure.

Former Henderson County Sheriff  
George Erwin, who in 2020 endorsed Caw-
thorn’s candidacy and urged other sheriffs 
and law enforcement officers to do likewise, 
has reversed his position and now apologiz-
es to those he may have persuaded to sup-
port the charismatic Cawthorn.

“I know law enforcement is not enam-
ored of  him now,” Erwin said in an inter-
view with Asheville Watchdog. “He says he 
‘backs the blue,’ but the closest thing I can 
say to describe him now is ‘snake-oil sales-
man.’”

Extreme Speeding
On Dec. 3, 2019, days before Caw-

thorn filed his candidacy for the congres-
sional race he ultimately won, he was cited 
for speeding in Clayton County, Georgia, a 
southern suburb of  Atlanta. He also was 
given a second citation for having an ex-
pired license tag, according to the county 
court clerk.  He paid fines totaling $445.

Since then, the congressman has been 
cited for three driving violations that fit 
the North Carolina definition of  “extreme 
speeding,” commonly known as reckless 
driving, because the speeds were more than 
15 miles per hour above the legal limit.   

Last Oct. 18 on Interstate 40, near 
Swannanoa, Cawthorn was cited by a state 
trooper going 89 miles per hour — 24 
miles per hour over the posted limit — in 
a white Dodge Challenger with the license 
plate Maddy1. Cawthorn told the trooper 
that he did not have a wallet or a driver’s li-
cense. “Really?” he asked when the trooper 
told him his car was registered to his father. 

Cawthorn could have faced a 20-day 
jail sentence plus a fine.  

However, in an out-of-court settle-
ment on March 4, the “extreme speeding” 
charge was reduced to a routine speeding 
ticket, according to North Carolina court 
records.

Three months later, in Polk County, 
Cawthorn was cited for driving 87 miles 
per hour in a 70 miles-per-hour zone, le-
gally considered reckless driving. A court 
hearing on that charge is set for April 18. 

Then on March 3, according to an-
other citation, North Carolina Trooper 
T.J. Gantt stopped Cawthorn in a Toyota 

...CAWTHORN continued from page 10

• See CAWTHORN page 21
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ARBORCOAT® Exterior Stain in Solid brings beautiful Benjamin Moore® 

color to outdoor wood surfaces while letting a hint of the natural wood 
grain to still show through. The waterborne stain offers maximum 
protection against the elements while creating a striking aesthetic. 

ADVICE FROM THE EXPERTS. 
ARBORCOAT solid is available in 3,500-plus Benjamin Moore" colors. But if 
you're not sure where to begin, consider one of these popular hues, curated 

by the color experts at Benjamin Moore. 

Maritime White 
OC-5 

Boston Brick 
2092-30 

Briarwood 
HC-175 

Mahogany 
ES-63 

Cliffside Gray 
HC-180 

Normandy 
2129-40 

Call us to learn more. 

HDC 
HIGHLANDS 

DECORATING 
CENTER 

Highlands Decorating Center 
330 Dillard Road 
Highlands, NC 28741 
828-526-3571 
www.HighlandsDecorating.com 

Colo,tcQJ1.,.;y 1$tfl-.cl�when llnt�lnautltty �MooreN!nts.<:olor �tlon$ rn,aydiff .. sllght� lrom-,c;luti �
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The Episcopal 
Church of the 
Incarnation

Episcopal Church of  the Incarnation 
520 Main St. Highlands, NC

MAUNDY THURSDAY – April 14
5:30 pm

GOOD FRIDAY – April 15
Noon

THE GREAT VIGIL OF EASTER 
April 16

8 pm

THE FEAST OF THE  
RESURRECTION: 

EASTER SUNDAY – April 17
9 am & 11:15 am 

EASTER EGG HUNT 
Easter Sunday 

10:30 a.m.

All Services are held in the 
Main Sanctuary

Holy Week& Easter

of  the waterfall.  
Recovery operations throughout the 

night and early morning led to the child 
being recovered from the waterfall around 
1am on Monday, April 11.   

The child has been identified as Ne-
vaeh Jade Newswanger, age 3, of  Denver, 
PA.  The Newswanger family has been re-
siding in Oconee County, SC while working 
in the area. 

Jackson County Sheriff  Chip Hall of-
fered his condolences for the family and 
cautions others about the dangers associat-
ed with visits to scenic areas such as White-

water Falls.  
“First and foremost, our prayers are 

with the Newswanger Family as they grieve 
the loss of  this precious young child.  With 
the onset of  spring weather, we need to be 
reminded of  the dangers associated with 
many scenic areas of  the region such as wa-
terfalls,” he said. “While beautiful to view 
from a safe distance, venturing out closer to 
the falls for any reason brings tremendous 
danger.  Always remain at a distance, follow 
safety precautions and warnings which are in 
place, and view waterfalls from designated 
viewing areas.” 

Whitewater Falls, at more than 400 
feet high, is one of  the tallest waterfalls 
east of  the Rockies, and one of  the most 
deadly. At least 15 people have died at the 
waterfall since 1995, including a rescue 
squad member in 2020 who died during a 
rescue, of  a 24-year-old who went over the 
falls the night before.

...CHILD continued from page 1

Tacoma pick-up after seeing the vehicle 
swerve over a highway center line near Shel-
by in Cleveland County, about midway be-
tween Asheville and Charlotte. Gantt tick-
eted Cawthorn for driving with a revoked 
license, which may have been the result of  
prior speeding convictions. If  convicted of  
this offense at a court appearance scheduled 
for May 6, the congressman again faces a 
misdemeanor sentence of  up to 20 days in 
jail and a fine.

Cawthorn did not respond to Ashe-
ville Watchdog’s requests to comment for 
this article.  His spokesman, Luke Ball, also 
didn’t return calls, although he had given 
a statement to Raleigh television station 
WRAL saying, “Our office expects the traf-
fic matters to be resolved quickly.”

First Brush With the Law
Cawthorn’s first brush with the law 

came barely two months after his 16th 
birthday. On Oct. 13, 2011, the newly li-
censed teenager was cited for traveling 89 
miles per hour in a 65 miles-per-hour zone. 
A judge agreed to a reduced charge of  go-
ing 74 miles-per-hour in that zone, just be-
low the reckless-driving level where Caw-
thorn’s license could have been suspended 
or revoked.

Less than a year later, on Aug. 18, 2012, 
Cawthorn was cited on an unknown charge 
that has been expunged from the court re-
cord.

Cawthorn’s driving citations continued 
even after the crippling injuries he sustained 
in 2014 while riding as a passenger in a car 
driven by a friend while returning from a 
Florida vacation. The friend lost control 
of  his car on Interstate 4 near Daytona and 
crashed into a highway barrier. 

Cawthorn, according to the accident 
record and subsequent testimony in a law-
suit against the driver’s insurance policy, was 
asleep in the passenger seat. The crash left 
the then-18-year-old a paraplegic who uses 
a wheelchair and drives with hand controls.

Six of  the speeding citations on his re-
cord have come since then, including two 
at speeds above 80 miles per hour. One of  
those came on April 21, 2016, in Pickens 
County, South Carolina, just west of  Green-
ville. 

A state trooper timed Cawthorn driv-
ing “more than 25 MPH over the speed 
limit,” according to the citation. It was re-
duced in court to speeding between 10 and 
15 miles per hour over the limit.  

South Carolina Highway Patrol 

...CAWTHORN 
continued from page 20

• See CAWTHORN page 22
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Wilbanks Smile Center

706-886-9439 • 800-884-9439
278 East Doyle St. • Toccoa, GA

COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF

You are only 50 miles away from 40 years experience in 
top-notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch.

www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com

• Dental Implants • Root Canal Therapy
• SINGLE VISIT CROWNS! 

• Orthodontics including Invisalign  
• Wisdom Teeth Extractions 

and of course ... 
• Fillings and Cleanings

(IV Sedation, too)

Dr, Joseph H, Wilbanks, D.D.S.

Pen Turning Class
Learn how to make your own 

wooden pen! 
Choose from 5 different pen 

styles. Cost: $40-50 per person 
and includes laser engraving. 
Bird House/Bird Feeder 

& Bat House Classes
Learn how to make a Bird House, 

Bird Feeder or Bat House! 
Choose from 5 different Bird 
House styles, 2 different Bird 
Feeder styles or a Bat House. 

Cost: $20-$45 per person 
Call 828-526-8800 or email 

scalymtncrafters@gmail.com to 
schedule a class!  

Each Class lasts approximately 90 
minutes and provides 25 meals 

locally for each item made.

Family Classes at
Scaly Mountain Crafters 

spokesman Sonny Collins said 
that reduction was approved by 
the judge during the court hear-
ing, thus dropping the charge be-
low reckless driving. Collins said 
traffic-court judges frequently 
“give speeders a break to reduce 
the number of  points they get on 
their record” and to reduce the 
size of  a fine.  

The record for that citation 
also includes the FBI’s National 
Crime Information Center code 
number indicating “EXTORT-
THREAT INJURE REPUTA-
TION.” Collins said he could find 
no incident report or other infor-
mation relating to that notation. 
Asheville Watchdog‘s attempts 
to reach the trooper were unsuc-
cessful. At the time, Cawthorn 
was working as a staff  assistant in 
the local congressional office of  
then-Rep. Mark Meadows, a job 
that entailed answering constitu-
ent calls and preparing a review 
of  local news media. 

Less than six months later, 
on Oct. 7, 2016, the 21-year-old 
Cawthorn, newly enrolled as a 
freshman at Patrick Henry Col-

lege in Purcellville, VA., was tick-
eted on the charge “follow too 
close.”

The record in the Loudoun 
General District Court shows that 
Cawthorn was “Tried in Absentia” 
on January 27, 2017, after he had 
dropped out of  the school. He 
paid a $100 fine and $96 in court 
costs.  The ticketing officer, Pur-
cellville Police Sgt. Paul Kakol, did 
not return repeated phone calls for 
comment.

Joy Rides and Predatory 
Behavior

Cawthorn’s driving habits 
before and while he was enrolled 
at Patrick Henry drew other com-
plaints from schoolmates, mostly 
women. In an article in World 
magazine, which carries the mot-
to “Sound journalism, grounded 
in facts and Biblical truth,” three 
women described Cawthorn as be-
ing “sexually aggressive” toward 
them after being invited to accom-
pany him on a car ride.

The article ran in August 
2020, after Cawthorn had won the 
Republican nomination in the con-
gressional race. A few weeks later 
but before the general election, 
more than 150 alumni and Patrick 
Henry classmates of  Cawthorn 
signed an on-line petition detailing 
their complaints featuring these 
car rides. The petition read:

“During his brief  time at the 
college, Cawthorn established a 
reputation for predatory behavior. 
His modus operandi was to invite 
unsuspecting women on ‘joy rides’ 
in his white Dodge Challenger. 
Cawthorn would take young 
women to secluded areas, lock the 
doors, and proceed to make un-
wanted sexual advances. It became 
a regular warning in the female 
dorms not to be caught alone with 
Madison Cawthorn. Additionally, 
he referred to female students as 
‘bitches’ and ‘sluts,’ both in pri-
vate amongst his friends and often 
publicly. He also called our female 
peers these derogatory names 
when they refused to go for a ride 
in his car.”

At that time, one of  the peti-
tion signers, Giovanna Lastra, was 
a senior and student counselor at 
the college in a female dorm. In 

an interview with the Asheville 
Watchdog, Lastra said so many 
students complained of  being 
victimized by Cawthorn in this 
manner that she warned others 
that, if  invited by him to go on 
a “joy ride,” to “stay away; he’s 
trouble.”

Cawthorn dropped out of  
the conservative-Christian school 
in early 2017 before completing 
his second semester. He later at-
tributed that decision to his hav-
ing suffered a “broken heart” 
because his then-girlfriend had 
broken off  their engagement.

Since his election to Con-
gress in the state’s 11th District, 
Cawthorn has cultivated a na-
tional reputation for publicity 
seeking and backing right-wing 
causes. He was a featured speaker 
at ex-President Trump’s “Stop-
the-steal” rally preceding the Jan. 
6 attack on the Capitol, and is 
listed to be a featured speaker at 
a Trump rally in Selma, NC, on 
April 9. 

He frequently takes to the 
House floor to attack President 
Joe Biden, all Democrats, mod-
erate Republicans and especially 
House Speaker Pelosi. He re-
cently and falsely told a gathering 
of  his supporters and in a Twitter 
variation that he could personally 
attest that Pelosi was a drunk. Pe-
losi’s associates say she does not 
drink alcohol, and previous re-
ports alleging her drinking have 
been debunked. 

Embracing Conspiracy 
Theories

He also is quick to embrace 
far-right conspiracy theories, 
such as those emanating from 
the QAnon cult. At a Hender-
sonville GOP candidates’ forum 
in March, Cawthorn claimed that 
a hiking and bicycling trail being 
completed along the abandoned 
Ecusta railroad connecting Hen-
dersonville and Brevard was “ab-
solutely a communist project,” 
part of  a Chinese government 
scheme to control abandoned 
railroad land throughout the 
United States. 

Last month Cawthorn took 
credit for obtaining $200,000 in 

...CAWTHORN continued from page 21

• See CAWTHORN page 23

Make Your Statement 
Uniquely Your Own ... 

Jannie Bean 
Custom Jeweler 

Highlands 
152 S. 2nd Street 
Highlands, NC 
828-526-5858

www.JannieBeanDesigns.com 

Read Highlands Newspaper in its entirety from wherever 
you are at www.highlands info.com. 

Clilck on Local News.Each week’s issue is uploaded in PDF 
format every Thursday AM.



It’s time to spring clean our community!
And we need a little help from our friends.

We’ll begin at Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park,
Pine Street, Highlands.

A light breakfast and lunch will be provided.
Participants receive a free t-shirt.

Plateau Pickup
Join us!
April 23

8:30am – Noon
This event is hosted by the

Highlands Chamber of Commerce/Visit Highlands.
 For more information: highlandschamber.org or 828-526-5841

visithighlandsnc.com

To participate, send an email to
events@highlandschamber.org
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Join us for our annual 
Potato Suppe -

r 

F rida4, April 22, 5-6:30pm 
Carpenter Communit4 Bldg.1288 Georgia Rd. Franklin 

Baked Potato with all the fixings. drink and dessert 
plus Earth 0a4 information and local candidates 

Tickets $12 I $6 for kids 12 and under 
Order 4our tickets in advanced b4 contacting 

Chris Waske (678) 357-7718 

Hosted b4 the Democratic Women or Macon Count4 

federal funds for the town of  Sylva, spend-
ing he voted against in Congress. 

The Ecusta project has been champi-
oned by state Sen. Chuck Edwards, who 
happens to be Cawthorn’s leading chal-
lenger in the District 11 GOP primary. It 
has been unanimously backed by local law-
makers, most of  whom are Republican, and 
was developed by the Rails-to-Trails Con-
servancy, a national non-profit organization 
created during the Reagan Administration. 
Brandi Horton, the organization’s commu-
nications director, told Asheville Watchdog 
that Cawthorn’s allegation is false, adding 
that, “This is a first for us.”  

It echoed a charge Cawthorn leveled in 
his 2020 election campaign falsely claiming 
that thousands of  American children were 
being kidnapped by South American drug 
cartels and forced into sex slavery, a trope 
of  far-right conspiracy theorists despite be-
ing debunked by the FBI, Homeland Secu-
rity  and other agencies.

...CAWTHORN 
continued from page 22

• See CAWTHORN page 30
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Holy Thursday Mass: April 14 
6 pm

Good Friday Stations of the Cross: April 15 
12 Noon

Confessions: Friday, April 15: 
12:30-1 pm

Good Friday Liturgy: April 15 
3 pm

Holy Saturday Liturgy: April 16 
8 pm

Easter Sunday Mass – April 17
Our Lady of the Mountains at 11 am
St. Jude’s (Sapphire Valley) at 9 am

Olmhighlands.com

Holy Week Schedule 2022

Double Alle Points
During April for

Call 828-526-3783 to schedule

206 Hospital Dr, Ste 202, Highlands
PlasticSurgeryToday.com

Center for Plastic Surgery

pleted for all local offices includ-
ing Macon County Board of  
Commissioners District I, District 
II, Clerk of  Superior Court, and 
Macon County Sheriff. 

District I: 
Ellijay, Flats, Highlands and 

Sugarfork.
Don Willis
Don Willis’ decision to run 

for public office first came two 
years ago after he retired from the 

...PRIMARY continued from page 1

John Shearl

Don Willis

...OBITUARIES continued from page 4

Romonia Picklesimer, 68 of  
Highlands, NC went to be with her 
Lord and Savior on Tuesday April 
5, 2022 at Mission Hospital due to 
a brief  illness. 

She was born May 2, 1953 
in Rabun County, GA to the late 
Lyman “Red” Talley and Minnie 
“Leora” Carver Talley. She was 
preceded in death by her husband, 
Andrew Jackson Picklesimer; sister, 
Revylon Carver; brothers, Ronald 
Talley, Russell Talley and Randolph 
Talley; and one grandchild, Gwen 
Rhoden. 

Romonia worked for various 
businesses, but her last job was 
a CNA for Highlands Cashiers 
Hospital where she had to leave due 

Survivors include her daughter, 
Samantha K. Phillips (Anthony 
Benfield) of  Highlands NC; a 
step daughter, Christy Rhoden 
(Thomas) of  Clearwater SC; four 
sisters, Reba Webb of  West Union 
SC, Rena Carver of  Seneca SC, 
Rodean Wilson (David) of  Liburn 
GA, Roberta Barnes of  Highlands 
NC; two brothers, Relton Talley of  
GA, and Rabun Talley (Terri) of  
Gastonia NC; seven grandchildren, 
McKenzie Vitola, Madison Baker, 
Catlin Rhoden, Memphis Phillip, 
Mitchell Phillips, Dominic Benfield 
and Billy Joe; and a number of  
nieces and nephews. 

A memorial service will be 
announced at a later date. 

Romonia Imogene Picklesimer

to a disability. She loved hunting, 
traveling, doing flowers, working in 
the flower garden, doing genealogy, 
cutting a rug and just being silly. 

She was a member of  Clear 
Creek Missionary Baptist Church. 

Macon County Sheriff ’s Office. 
This election marks Willis’ first 
time seeking an elected office. 

“I decided two years ago 
that after I retired, I would run 
for office and give the citizens of  
Macon County a full-time com-
missioner,” said Willis. “With my 
30-plus years of  public service, I 
am very familiar with the all the 
departments of  the county and its 
employees. I have the experience 
and the leadership to work with 
my fellow commissioners to bring 
us all into the future.”

Willis has been married to his 
wife Robin for the last 42 years 
and has two adult children, Amber 
Wright and Justin Willis, and four 
grandchildren. 

With three decades of  public 
service to Macon County, Willis 
has served as the former Macon 
County Fire Marshal and is retired 
as a Lieutenant with the Macon 
County Sheriff ’s Office. 

Willis’ career in public service 
first began in 1988 as a volunteer 
firefighter with the Franklin Fire 
Department. By 1991 he received 
his certification as a firefighter 
Level I and Level II and by 1993 

• See PRIMARY page 25
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First Presbyterian Church of Highlands Holy Week 2022 

Visit www.fpchighlands.com 
471 Main Street PO Box 548 (j) Highlands, NC28741 (j) ..... 828-526-3175 ..... 

Rev. Curtis Fussell & Rev. Emily Wilmarth, Pastors 

 THURSDAY, APRIL 14
Maundy Thursday Service & Dinner

6PM in Coleman Hall
Come for a light dinner followed by a worship service 

that includes the Sacrament of Holy Communion.

 SUNDAY, APRIL 17
Easter Sunday

10AM: Adult Education Class
Children’s Class

11AM: Easter Celebration Sunday Service
Sacrament of Holy Communion

Brass Quintet and Timpani

back on tract and adhere to a plan for the 
future.”

Any other issues or info you would like to in-
clude for your voters? 

“I believe if  we are to be good stewards 
of  taxpayer money, Commissioners must 
have the time to put forth,” said Willis. “As 
your next County Commissioner, I will be 
your full-time commissioner. Having been 
a 30-year public servant serving as commis-
sioner would allow me the honor to con-
tinue my service to the citizens of  Macon 
County. Vote Don Willis.

John Shearl: 
John Shearl and his wife Lila have three 

sons, Allen, Michael, and Jared as well as 
two daughters-in-law Sarah Kimsey and 
Jenna Jasinski. Shearl’s children have added 
grandchildren to the mix: Cameron, Weston, 
Ruby, and Peyton. 

Shearl is a lifelong conservative Repub-
lican, a 35-year self-employed small business 
owner in Macon County, a NC Licensed 
Contractor, founder of  Shearl Produce of  
Otto, and a retired firefighter from High-
lands.

“As a 35-year small business owner in 
Macon County, I have signed payroll checks 
on the front not on the back,” said Shearl. 
“I have been responsible for my business’s 
budget and my family’s finances as well. I 
know how to do more with less. I believe 
my past and present business experience and 
deep conservative values would make me a 
great steward of  your tax dollars, adopting a 
budget and living inside the budget. Operat-
ing the government is like any other busi-
ness.”

Shearl, who has run for commissioner 
in the past, said he is running for office with 
specific issues in mind. 

“To bring true conservative leadership 
to the District 1 County Commissioner 
Seat,” said Shearl. “Vote for low taxes, free-
dom and private property rights.”

What do you see as the biggest issue facing Ma-
con County? How would you address it if  elected? 

“TAXES. Vote for low taxes, spend tax 
dollars wisely, don’t overtax the taxpayers. 
Our citizens on a fixed income cannot af-
ford to pay more in taxes.”

Commissioners are faced with increased request 
for public education funding. What is your stance 
on county’s role in funding public education? Do you 
think the current levels are adequate or do you think 
they should be increased/decreased? Do you support 
the sales tax referendum that will be placed on the 
ballot in November? 

“Maintain what we have and explore 

what we need,” said Shearl. “How are we go-
ing to pay more? Can we pay more without 
raising taxes? NO!”

Macon County has completed a large space 
needs analysis project to address infrastructure needs. 
What are your thoughts on the current direction the 
county is taking to address these issues? 

“As a conservative leader, I would need 
to be 100 percent convinced of  the need,” 
said Shearl. “I would want to explore any 
and all options of  the need. I would want 
to know complete, factual cost and design. 
I would want to know how we are going to 
pay for it. Can we do it without raising taxes? 
Once all of  the studies are complete, then 
I would recommend that we present the 
whole factual report to the taxpayers/citi-
zens for their approval.”

Any other issues or info you would like to in-
clude for your voters? 

“I am a lifelong conservative Repub-
lican, a 35-year small business owner,” said 

Shearl. “I will strive to be among the best 
commissioners who has ever served the 
people of  Macon County. I will be a com-
missioner ‘Of  the People, By the People 
and For the People.’  I will vote for low 
taxes, freedom and private property rights. 
The voters of  Macon County have a great 
opportunity to elect a true conservative 
businessman in District 1 that will work 
hard for the citizens of  Macon County. 
Follow me on Facebook at John Shearl for 
Commissioner District 1. You do not have 
to live in District 1 to vote for John Shearl, 
it is a county-wide election. All Republicans 
and Unaffiliated voters can vote for John 
Shearl in District 1. Early voting starts April 
28th through May 14th and election day is 
May 17. I humbly ask for your support and 
vote in the upcoming May Primary.”

• Next week we will meet the Board 
of  Commissioner candidates for District 2.

was certified as an Emergency Medical 
Technician.

In 1995 Willis was certified as fire/
arson Investigator, which opened the door 
to serve as Macon County’s Fire Marshal 
prior to beginning his career in law en-
forcement. 

In 2005 Willis was certified as a Certi-
fied Accelerant Detection Canine Handler 
by the Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms 
(ATF) Agency and began working with his 
partner K9 Christine. 

Willis received the North Carolina 
Certificate of  Leadership Development 
for Law Enforcement Managers in 2013. 
In 2020 prior to retirement Willis complet-
ed the North Carolina State Department 
of  Justice Advanced Law Enforcement 
Certificate and received the North Caro-
lina State Department of  Justice Advanced 
Service Award in the same year.

What do you see as the biggest issue facing 
Macon County? How would you address it if  
elected? 

 “Our infrastructure is in need of  
repair. A plan must be developed and ad-
hered to,” said Willis. 

Commissioners are faced with increased re-
quests for public education funding. What is your 
stance on county’s role in funding public education? 
Do you think the current levels are adequate or do 
you think they should be increased/decreased? Do 
you support the sales tax referendum that will be 
placed on the ballot in November? 

“The children of  our county need to 
feel safe and have the best education that 
we can provide,” said Willis. “Currently we 
are faced with overcrowding, inadequate 
pre-k classrooms and dated facilities. The 
need for a new Franklin High School is 
on the horizon and must be addressed as 
well as renovations for the Highlands and 
Nantahala schools. So yes, I am in favor of  
public funding for our children. Our cur-
rent levels will need to be increased to fund 
those needs. Currently the commissioners 
have placed a sales tax referendum on the 
ballot in November that will help in fund-
ing these needs and I am strongly in favor 
of.” 

Macon County has completed a large space 
needs analysis project to address infrastructure 
needs. What are your thoughts on the current di-
rection the county is taking to address these issues? 

”I was a part of  the Space Needs As-
sessment that was completed in November 
of  2019 by Moseley Architects. Little to no 
action has been taken since the study has 
been completed,” said Willis. “We must get 

...PRIMARY continued from page 24



Proverbs 3:5 • Places to worsHiP •
BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice. Pastor (706) 782-3965

Sundays: School:10 a.m. , Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting: 7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore. Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Aryn Williams-Reubel. Pastor 828-743-5298

Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30
Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30 

CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley. GA • 706-746-2999 

Sundays: 10 a.m. Worship 
Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

828-743-1701• 464 Hwy 64E. Cashiers. NC 28717
www.christanglicancashiers.com

Sun. - 9:30am Worship (no music); 10:30am Sunday 
School;10:30am Worship Service.

Mon. Night Bible Study & Dinner. 6pm. call for details. 
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY. CASHIERS

Pastor Brent Metcalf • 743-5470
Sun.10:45am. S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.

Tues. Guys study 8am. Gals 10am.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685

3645 Cashiers Rd. Highlands. NC • Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sun:: 9:30am - Adult Sunday School; Worship Service 10:45am; 

10:45am Children’s Program. Youth-12:15 – 2:30pm Tues: 
Women’s Bible Study 10am-noon

Thurs: Men’s Bible Study 7:30-8:30 a.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY

706. 746.3144 • 696 Sky Valley Way #447 
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas

Worship: Sun. 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 2nd Sunday 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. W. Bentley Manning, Rector • 526-2968
5th and Main streets • www.incarnationwnc.org

Sunday Services in the Chapel: 8 am Rite1spoken, 10:30 Rite II 
with Choir; Morning Prayer Mon-Thurs 8:30 am in the Chapel

Ash Wed. services March 2, 12 p.m., & 5 p.m.
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS

828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor • 220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Choir 5p; Prayer Mtg 6:15p 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors 

828-526-3175 • fpchighlands.org
Sun.: Adult Ed.: 10 a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.

Tues: Men’s Group 10 a.m. Wed: Bell Choir 4 p.m.. Choir:6p
GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH

(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 
Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am

GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship

242 Hwy 107N. 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter 743-9814

John 3:16

Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 
HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH

Hwy 107N. • Glenville. NC • 743-2729 • Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a. Worship 11a & 7p. Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed. Pastor 828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  
Wed. Bible Study: 6 p.m.; Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson • 11339 Buck Creek Road
The Highlands Central Baptist Church is temporarily 

sharing the facilities of the Shortoff Baptist Church.
Sunday Worship is at 9a. Wednesday Worship is 6:30p

HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
 Rev. Dr. Randy Lucas. Pastor 526-3376

In-Person and live-streamed Worship Services
 909 Bluegrass and 10:50 Traditional

 www.highlandsmethodist.org
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA

Rev. Angie Ballard • 2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
Worship/Communion:10:30 All are welcome.

We wear masks and social distance.
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH

8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11. Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.

MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
Franklin • 828-634-1312

Services 2x/month May-Sept.; 1x/month Oct. -April
mountainsynagoguewnc.com.

MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 
743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 

Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church.  
4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 

Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  

CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone – 526-2418

Mass: Wed. noon (Latin); Thurs. noon; Sun. 11a
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 

Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD

290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 
ST. JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

Mass: Tues. noon (Latin). Thurs. 9a.; Fri.. noon; 
Sat. 5:30p; Sun. 9a 

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S.. Office: • 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood

June-Sept: Sunday Services: Rite I. 8a. Rite II. 9:15 & 11a
Nursery available for Rite II services

Thursday: Noon Healing Service with Eucharist.
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 

85 Sierra Drive. Franklin • uufranklin.org  
Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 

WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers

Sunday School:10 am. Worship Service:11 am
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Rev. Bentley Manning
Episcopal Church of the 
Incarnation

“I have said these things to you so that my joy may be 
in you, and that your joy may be complete.”

– John 15:11

During the season of  Easter, we celebrate the inex-
haustible mystery of  God’s good future breaking 
into our world even now - a sure and certain hope 

that trusts the chains of  death have been broken and the 
doors of  Hell have not prevailed. Now is the time when 
we, with the rest of  the Church, celebrate the beautiful, life-
changing truth that the Body of  Christ has claimed victory 
over the sting of  death, the power of  sin, and all the forces 
of  wickedness. 

Of  course, to be a people committed - indeed united 
- to such a truth will mean our lives have been changed and 
marked in particular ways. I can imagine few characteristics 
more central to a life transformed by the power of  the res-
urrection than that of  joy. 

Christian joy, however, should not be confused with 
putting on a false grin amid real pain or any dishonest 
cheerfulness. This is certainly not what such a virtue names 
or describes. Instead, Christian joy - the joy of  the resurrec-
tion - is the result of  a life caught up into God’s own life. To 
be united with God will mean the resentment, anger, and 
conceit which so often shape our lives will give way to a love 
bigger than we could ever engineer on our own. To be sure, 
Easter breaks open our hearts and allows us to inhabit a 
world where mercy and grace define the way we understand 
ourselves, others, and everything around us. 

There is so very much in our world which is ready to 
rob us of  the gift of  Easter joy - so very much that tries to 
deny the power of  reconciliation and cross-shaped love. Yet 
the Easter message and the power of  the empty tomb pro-
claims, rather surprisingly, that grief  and loss, despair and 
hopelessness, sin and death do not have the final word. In-
stead, life and resurrection - indeed God alone - God alone 
has the last word.

May the empty tomb and the gift of  Easter find its 
way into your heart, making joy possible in surprising and 
life-changing ways.

Alleluia, Christ is Risen! 

May the gift 
of Easter find 
its way into 
your heart
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•Police & Fire rePorts•
Highlands Police entries from 

March 28. Only the names of persons 
arrested, issued a Class-3 misdemeanor 
or public officials have been used. 

March 28
• At 4 p.m., officers responded to a two-

vehicle accident in the parking lot of the Farm-
ers Market gas station at NC 106 and Main.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue log 
from April 4

April 4
• At 11:15 a.m., the dept. was first-re-

sponders to a residence on Forest Trail.
April 5

• At 8:20 a.m., the dept. was first-respond-
ers to a residence on Walhalla Road. 

• At 12:58 p.m., the dept. was first-re-
sponders to a residence on Blue Valley Road.

April 7
• At 5:30 p.m., the dept. responded to a 

fire alarm at a location on Oak Street.
April 8
• At 11:16 a.m., the dept. was first-re-

sponders to a location on Main Street.
April 12
• At 8:17 a.m., the dept. assisted the public 

at a location on Fifth Street.

•HigHlanDs eVents•
Thurs., April 14
• Italian Inspired Spring Fling at The 

Farm with Executive Chef, Craig Richards. 
Book online at OldEdwardsInn.com

• Winter stories will be held at the High 
Dive from 2-4, a casual gathering of story 
swapping. Come, Tell, Listen.

• Wildflower Walk at the High-
lands Nature Center from noon to 1 
p.m.828.526.2623 paige@highlandsbiologi-
cal.org

Fri.-Sun., April 15-17
• Movie at The Playhouse: “Everything 

Everywhere All at Once” 1 & 4 p.m. www.
mountaintheatre.com 

Fri., April 15
• At the Village Green in Cashiers, Sta-

tions of the Cross at 4 p.m. on Good Friday, 
This walking devotional experience with 14 
readings.

Sat., April 16
• The Nantahala Hiking Club will take a 

moderately strenuous hike on Saturday from 
Winding Stairs Gap to Panther Gap. This is a 
five-mile out and back hike on the AT, with 
some hilly sections. Meet at Westgate Plaza 
in Franklin at 9 AM, across from the Burger 
King, and carpool to Winding Stairs on Hwy 
64 W. Bring windbreaker jacket and hat, 
lunch, snacks and fluids as needed. Call hike 
leader David Stearns at 828-349-7361 for 
more information or in case of bad weather. 

• At the Village Green in Cashiers the 
12th Annual Easter Egg Hunt for children 
11 years and younger starting at 11 a.m. on 
Saturday. Children will be divided according 
to age in three separate areas. Please bring 
baskets. The Easter Bunny will be there for  
photos and will hand out books with the 
Literacy Council of Cashiers and The Albert 
Carlton Library.

Sun. April 17
• The Cashiers Community Sunday Sun-

rise Service will be at 7 a.m. with a service 
featuring live music by The Lost Chords. 
Please bring a lawn chair. In the event of in-
clement weather, the Cashiers Area Clergy 
will move the service inside Lewis Hall be-
side the Common’s Lawn. Please bring your 

own lawn chairs. 
Sat. April 16
• Early Bird Stroll at the Highlands Na-

ture Center from 8-9 a.m. 828.526.2623 
paige@highlandsbiological.org

Tues., April 19
• Nature 101: Beautiful Blooms at the 

Highlands Nature Center from 1-2 p.m. Call 
828.526.2623 or email paige@highlandsbio-
logical.org for more information.

Wed. April 20
• Early Bird Stroll at the Highlands Na-

ture Center from 8-9 a.m. 828.526.2623 
paige@highlandsbiological.org

Thurs., April 21
• Wildflower Walk at the Highlands Na-

ture Center from noon to 1 p.m.828.526.2623 
paige@highlandsbiological.org

Fri. April 22
• The first-ever Justice Matters Tours at 

our Highlands/Cashiers office to find out how 
you can join Pisgah Legal Services in standing 
for justice. This interactive in-person tour is 
10-11:30 a.m. and delves into how Pisgah Le-
gal addresses domestic violence, housing, im-
migration, access to healthcare, and commu-
nity economic development and explains how 
community members can get involved. Tours 
take place at Pisgah Legal Services, 209 Hospi-
tal Dr., Suite 203, Highlands, NC. Limited space 
available. RSVP to Megan Quattlebaum at 828-
575-1353 or email Megan@pisgahlegal.org.

• The Democratic Women of Macon 
County will hold an Earth Day Potato Supper, 
Friday, at the Carpenter Community Center, 
1288 Georgia Road. Supper includes a baked 
potato, all the fixings, a dessert and a drink. 
$12 for adults and $6 for children 12 and un-
der. Eat in or carry out from 5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 
Democratic candidates for the US Congres-
sional seat will be greeting voters. Tickets may 
be purchased from members of Democratic 
Women or by calling (678) 357-7718. 

Sat. April 23
• Annual Plateau Pickup 8:20a-noon. 

Meet at K-H Founders Park on Pine St. for a 
light breakfast and free T-shirt. Lunch will be 
provided too after the pickup. To participate, 
email events@highlandschamber.org.



Highlands Automotive

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

NC
Inspection

Station

Service
&

Repair
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MORALESPAINTINGANDSERVICES@GMAIL,COM

706-982-9768
828-226-5347

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING • LAWN MAINTENANCE
HOUSE MAINTENANCE • QUALITY WORK

FULLY INSURED

JUNK
WE HAUL IT AWAY

House / Garage / Yard
Call for free estimate

 828 - 421 - 5188

► 828-526-9325 ◄
Generators aren't just a "thing" we do, 

generators are all we do! 

clkcpa.com
Securities offered through Avantax Investment ServicesSM. Member FINRA. SIPC. 

Investment advisory services offered through Avantax Advisory ServicesSM.

434 Carolina Way 
Highlands, NC
828-258-2323

• Tax-Smart Investing
• Certified Public Accountants
• Personal Financial Specialist

209 N. 4th Street
(Corner of N. 4th and Oak streets 

upstairs across from Town Hall. 
Enter from the rear.)

Phone: 828-526-3241
Fax: 828-482-9019
Email: rachelbkelleyllc@gmail.com

Rachel B, Kelley, PMHNP-BCRachel B, Kelley, PMHNP-BC
ARNP ARNP --  Board CertifiedBoard Certified
Psychiatric • Mental HealthPsychiatric • Mental Health
Medication ManagementMedication Management
Positive WellnessPositive Wellness

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 log cabins nestled in 
the hemlocks 

on 25 acres at the base 
of Whiteside 
Mountain.

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing

• House Maintenance
• Drywall Repair

• Deck Repair
Quality Work • Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com

828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

(828) 482-9374
(772) 532-0706

The Highlands Barbershop

Open Mon.-Sat.
10a to 5p

446 Oak Street 
across from the park,

Enter from Oak Street
OR 446 Main Street

Mendoza Tree Expert
& Crane Service

Quality Tree Care & Removal 
18+ years

828-200-9217 • fully insured

estimates@mendozatree.com
www.mendozatree.com

We accept al l  credit cards

RICARDO MORALES

Unfurl
Massage and Bodywork

Be�y Chrestman
LMBT #13808

828.482.2219
435 N. 4th Street

Highlands, NC 28741

OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE • INSURED • FREE ESTIMATES

Residential
Commercial

Interior/Exterior
Pressure Washing
Sheetrock Repair

Wallpaper Removal
Log Homes

Decks

PROFESSIONAL CUSTOM PAINTING

828-524-1391 • 828-332-0525
murphyspaintco@gmail.com

SERVIING WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA



RICARDO MORALES
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GARY GARREN
Cell: (828) 482-2370

gsgarren@gmail.com

 Downtown Office
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC

Highlandssothebysrealty.com

Ryan M, Bears
Broker

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784

Ryan@patallenrealtygroup.com

,:. 
VIVA WELLNESS 
526-1566

CBD � HEALS 
• 50 mg CBD 30 Pressed Tabs

• 50 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps
• I 00 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps

• CBD cream and balm
Also Available: 

Far Infrared Sauna Capsule 
Massage Spa Capsule 

5 Cotta e Row • U.S. 64 East 
Whole Body Vibration

33

•classiFieDs•
FOR SALE
OLD TOWN CANOE. 16’, electric mo-

tor, accessories. $500.Call 828-743-3774  (st. 
4/14)

FIREWOOD – Small pickup load $120. 
Call 828-369-7754. (st. 4/7)

HELP WANTED
HIGHLANDS INN - Now hiring Guest 

service representatives for all shifts, all days. 
Part time or Fulltime. We are flexible. Email 
Resume to : sales@highlandsinnlodge.com, 
stop by for an application or give us a call at 
828-526-5899. (st. 4/14)

HOTWIRE COMMUNICATIONS 
IS HIRING! Local Highlands opportunities. 
Full-time customer facing & account manage-
ment jobs available. Excellent pay & benefits. 
Check out our exciting careers at https://
recruit ing.ult ipro.com/HOT1009HWC/
JobBoard/047e3ef0-0c1c-4be3-97ce-617f4fcbc
50c/?q=&o=postedDateDesc and apply today! 
(st. 4/7)

COUNSELING CENTER OF HIGH-
LANDS is seeking additional therapists. Look-
ing for a place where you can build or add to 
your private practice, provide mental health 
care to those in need, and be part of a counsel-
ing center that is dedicated to the behavioral 
health needs of all members of the commu-
nity regardless of ability to pay? Our Center is 
looking for licensed therapists who share this 
mission and YOU may be one. If you are inter-
ested – or just want to learn more about the 
Center – let us know by sending an introduc-
tory email with your resume to info@coun-
seling-center.org. We look forward to hearing 
from you. REQUIREMENTS: Master’s Degree 

or higher in counseling, psychology or related 
field; Licensed in North Carolina in related 
discipline/s; Must have a minimum of 2 years 
of experience as clinician; Flexibility, creativity, 
and a spirit of collaboration; Along with full-
pay, willing to see clients-in-need at a reduced 
fee; Counseling Center will reimburse the dif-
ference between reduced fee up to $75. PRE-
FERRED: Strong Clinical skills, including areas 
of assessment; diagnosis; crisis & case manage-
ment; Independent decision-making skills; Ex-
perience and desire to lead workshops and/or 
groups as outreach to the Highlands commu-
nity CRITICAL NEED FOR THE AREA: Spe-
cialty in Substance Abuse; Bi-lingual (Spanish & 
English)(st. 4/7)

LAKESIDE RESTAURANT is looking 
to hire a full time, experienced server. Hours 
of operation are Tuesday-Saturday for dinner 
only. Please contact Laura Huerta at 803-617-
8484. (st. 4/7) 

HIGHLANDS PHARMACY has full and 
part-time positions open for a Certified Phar-
macy Technician and a clerk/merchandiser. No 
nights, no Sundays, and great co-workers. Pay 
and benefits determined by position, qualifica-
tions, & experience. Apply in person or contact 
Sherry Sims 828-526-2366. (st. 4/7)

CHURCH PIANIST NEEDED IN 
CASHIERS, NC. A church is interested in 
hiring a capable pianist as worship leader, im-
mediately. High hourly pay. Respond to Molly 
@ 828-507-5153 or christanglicancashiers@
yahoo.com 

CASHIERS COLOR CENTER is look-
ing to hire a full-time individual to assist in the 
paint department. Duties will include mixing 
paint, assisting customers with color selections 
and sundry items, stocking shelves and daily 
cleaning. Must be able to lift 50 pounds. This 
individual must be dependable, self-motivated, 
have great customer service skills and be will-
ing to learn. We will offer on-the-job training, 
so experience is not necessary. For more in-
formation, call Derek Taylor @ 828-200-9226, 
or stop by Cashiers Color Center to fill out an 
application. (6/9) 

Merritt Shaw
(828) 421-7593

Merritt@HighlandsCoveRealty.com
List with me! Get it SOLD!

• See CLASSIFIEDS page 30

Counseling Center of 
Highlands

At The Peggy Crosby Center
348 S. Fifth Street, Highlands, NC 

For more information please contact 
us at info@counseling-center.org or 

864-481-0598.

Mission:
The Counseling Center strives to strengthen families and 

individuals by providing access to quality mental health 
services regardless of financial ability. 

www.counseling-center.org
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HIGHLANDS EXCUR-

SION is hiring guides/drivers. 
Email us at adventure4118@gmail.
com. (st. 3/10)

WOLFGANGS RESTAU-
RANT Looking for full-time host-
ess (great pay) dishwasher, prep 
cook, pantry and waitstaff. PM shift 
only. Call Jacque at 828.526.3807 
or email wom2@me.com. (st. 
2/17)

CHESTNUT HILL OF 
HIGHLANDS is an Upscale, 
Small Assisted Living Facility look-
ing for Med Aides, CNA’s, House-
keeper and Dietary Staff. You may 
apply in person at 24 Clubhouse 
Trail, by Phone at 828-526-5251 
or by email to ce.chestnuthill@
yahoo.com or lindabtiff@aol.com. 

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE
NEW 2 STORY HOUSE, 

big garage on 3.14 acres land, water, 
sewage, WI-Fi, AC, private paved 
road, mountain view. (st. 10/7) 

SERVICES 
HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS 

HANDYMAN – Repairs, remod-
eling, painting, pressure washing, 

minor plumbing and electric, decks 
and additions. Free estimates. Insured. 
Call Mike at 828-200-4071. (9/22) 

STOP PAYING AGENCY 
PRICES – Call me! Private, Personal 
and Professional caregiver, compan-
ion or sitter. I am available to work 
with each clients needs, days and 
hours. 828-507-1692. (st. 9/30) 

NEED FURNITURE MOVED 
OR ANYTHING HAULED 
AWAY? I can do it. Call or text 
James of Going Gone at 828-421-
2655. (4/28)

CNA/EMT Dependable, knowl-
edgeable, dedicated to my clients. 
Stop paying agency prices and call me. 
Franklin, NC 407-325-0920. (st. 1/28)

GUTTER CLEANING, 
METAL ROOF & FABRICA-
TON roof repairs, chimney flashing, 
debris removal, pressure washing. 
Call 828-371-1103. (st. 9/17/20)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/
KEVIN VINSON: scanning photos, 
slides & negatives to CD or DVD 
for easier viewing. Video transfer 
to DVD. Everything done in house. 
Leave message at 828-526-5208.
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Whether Cawthorn will evade conse-
quences for all of  this may be determined 
by District 11 voters in the state’s May 17 
primary elections. He faces seven challeng-
ers for the GOP nomination.

Among them is Michele Woodhouse. 
Until recently, she was the Republican Par-
ty’s District 11 chairwoman and was among 
Cawthorn’s strongest backers. When he 
announced plans to abandon District 11 
to seek reelection in a friendlier adjoining 
district, he anointed Woodhouse to be his 
successor and promised to deliver her the 
endorsement of  Trump.

Based on that pledge, she jumped into 
the Republican race positioning herself  as 
the Cawthorn surrogate. But in February 
the state Supreme Court ordered congres-
sional district lines to be redrawn, and Caw-
thorn reversed course, filing to seek reelec-
tion in his original western North Carolina 
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home district. Woodhouse has refused to 
back out.  She has joined the Cawthorn crit-
ics in calling him “immature” and an embar-
rassment to western North Carolina.

Through much of  this, Cawthorn pub-
licly appears unfazed, even embracing the 
controversies he fans.

“I don’t mind being hated,” he told stu-
dents at Western Carolina University last fall. 
“Because if  I’m hated in Washington, DC 
but loved at home in North Carolina and 
loved around the rest of  the country, that 
means I’m doing my job.”

• This story was printed with permision from 
Asheville Watchdog. Asheville Watchdog is a non-
profit news team producing stories that matter to 
Asheville and Buncombe County. Tom Fiedler is a 
Pulitzer Prize-winning political reporter and former 
executive editor of  The Miami Herald. He lives in 
Asheville. Email tfiedler@avlwatchdog.org.

April 12 at 4 p.m.
In closed session – which Commis-

sioner Hehn was asked not the attend 
-- the Highlands Board of  Commission-
ers reviewed a letter from Hehn’s attorney 
requesting redline documents related to the 
Hotwire contract. 

Though neither Town Manager Josh 
Ward nor Town Attorney Jay Coward have 
the draft documents and have said so repeat-
edly, the board directed the town attorney to 
ask the lawyers who assisted with the con-
tract negotiations from Raleigh and Wash-
ington, DC, Jim Baller of  Keller & Hickman 
and Gabriel Du Sablon of  Cauley Pridgen, 
to determine if  they had any draft docu-
ments from the Hotwire contract.  

“If  Mr. Baller and/or Mr. De Sablon 
have any relevant documents they are autho-
rized to provide the documents to the town 
attorney who can then release them to Mr. 
Hehn’s attorney,” said Highlands Mayor Pat 
Taylor.  

The other item discussed in closed ses-
sion was another letter from Commissioner 
Hehn’s attorney concerning his requested 
underground electric service removal from 
his property. 

“The town attorney was directed to 
respond to the letter explaining the Town 
Board’s position and decision on this mat-
ter,” said Mayor Taylor.

At the March meeting, Commissioner 
John Dotson supplied a detailed account 
concerning the issue which led the board to 
vote unanimously to direct Commissioner 
Hehn to move the line at his expense and to 
take care of  subsequent power to the adjoin-
ing property which would be affected by the 
removal.

“The plats are recorded,” said Dotson. 
“The first was done by Woodow Wilson, 
the second one was done by Steve Foster. 
Mr. Hehn’s attorney actually referenced in 
his deed, the survey which shows the box 
in existence. 

“My take is that if  Mr. Hehn wants the 
box removed more power to him at his ex-
pense. The box was there when he bought it. 
He knew it was there when he bought it.  But 
if  Mr. Hehn is going to move it, Mr. Hehn 
needs to take care of  Mr. Taylor’s power at 
Mr. Hehn’s expense. 

“This survey is in the deed. This is the 
nail in the coffin. When you take possession 
of  something that is shown on the ground 
and you reference it in your deed, you’re 
done. 

“Based on that, if  Mr. Hehn wants to 
move the box to a more appropriate location 

for himself, OK. But he must take into full 
consideration Mr. Taylor’s existing electric 
service which needs to start and stop exactly 
where it is now; unless Mr. Taylor decides 
he would like his service to come to another 
place. At which point he can dictate to Mr. 
Hehn what is allowable,” said Dotson,

The board voted unanimously to deny 
the request that the town move the under-
ground power line and to put the burden 
of  moving or changing anything regarding 
power to his and Taylor’s house on him. 

Hehn said he the subject Lot 8 Revised, 
Glendale Subdivision on Nov. 20, 2019. and 
said he was told by his attorney Fred Jones 
that there were no easements recorded 

“To the best of  our knowledge and 
belief, in 2018, the town constructed an 
underground power line across our lot to 
serve 950 Wilson Road without benefit of  
an easement. And, the town located a new 
pad mounted transformer on our lot at the 
same time, also without benefit of  an ease-
ment. We understand the town’s position is 
if  there is no objection in seven years, the 
line and transformer can remain.

“We are making plans to construct a 
new home on our lot. Please remove the 
power line … remnants and the transformer 
which damages our lot and restricts the loca-
tion of  the new home,” his letter read. 

Budget
During the budget part of  the work-

shop commissioners heard Ward’s numbers 
on capital expenses in each of  the depart-
ments: Street, Sanitation, Electric, Water & 
Sewer, Police, MIS/GIS and Administra-
trion.

The total requested for street depart-
ment needs – sidewalks, paving and equip-
ment is $1,011,000

The total for the sanitation department 
is $165,000; the electric $310,000; the water 
& sewer $2,858,100, police $164,500 and 
MIS/GIS Dept  $65,000.

The other item discussed at length was 
Cost of  Living increases for employees. This 
year Ward suggested 6% – which the board 
agreed to with the stipulation that the sala-
ries of  all the employees be looked to make 
sure everyone was getting a minimum of  
$15 an hour.

“But no one can even live off  $15 an 
hour,” said Commissioner Dotson.

The board didn’t vote on the issue but 
asked Ward to continue work on the budget 
and to include $194,500 in the budget for 
the COLA increase.

– Kim Lewicki

...HEHN continued from page 1
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 Ace is the Place, 

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

11

Country Club Properties
 Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals. 
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2

6

SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery

33
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13
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Mitzi Rauers, Broker 
404-218-9123 

mitzi@meadowsmtnrealty.com
meadowsmountainrealty.com

13

K-H Park

Martin-Lipscomb 
Performing Arts Center 

(PAC)

3
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Highlander 
Mountain 

House 
& 

The Ruffed 
Grouse 
Tavern

highlandermountainhouse.com

Top 15% of 
Brokers on 

MLS

Highlands Sotheby's 
International Realty

*More than $260 Million
in sales for 2020, far
beyond our closest 

competitor
*We are the #1 producing

office on the Plateau
in 2020

*We are #1 in sales in
Highlands for the
7th year in a row

*We are the #1 selling
office in Highlands
Country Club and

Cullasaja Club

Andrea Gabbard 
c 828.200.6742
o 828.526.8300
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

114 N. 4th Street
Highlands, NC

 Local Expertise, Global Connections. 
114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706Sheryl Wilson

Licensed in NC and GA

Team RickSteve
“The Power of 2”

Trusted advisors 
providing impeccable 
personalized service

PAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP/ALLEN TATE REALTORSPAT ALLEN REALTY GROUP/ALLEN TATE REALTORS

(404) 219-1349 (404) 219-1349 •• HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC HIGHLANDS & CASHIERS NC

SOLD

DARLENE CONLEYDARLENE CONLEY
404.427.2448

MOUNTAIN MOUNTAIN LUXURYLUXURY
Dedicated to finding the 

home you’ve always wanted.



Pat Allen 
Broker in Charge 

#1 in the Carolinas 
#1 in the Country for Independent Firms 

#1 Sales Team in Highlands 2020! 
Stronger together!Sr;UT(t HCMLS (.:J R,afTrmd, 

pat@patallenrealtygroup.co
m 828.200.9179 
Main Office 
295 Dillard Road 
Highlands, NC 28741 
828.526.8784 
Julie Osborn 
Broker in Charge 
julie@patallenrealtygroup.co 
m 828.200.6165 
Wildcat Cliffs Office 
5121 Cashiers Road Highlands, NC 28741 828.526.4525 

patallenrealtygroup.com 

cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

242 S. 4th St. & Pop up 
on Main Street

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

Open Year-Round • 6 days a week
343-D Main Street • 526-4035

Open for 
lunch & 
dinner

11a-4p &
5:30-til? 

Closed Wed. 

8

9

www.wildthymegourmet.com

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

6

474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

Taste the difference, Always fresh.

 5

OPEN 
WED.-SUN
BISTRO 4P

DINING ROOM 
5:30P

828-526-2338

30  ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

Open
Fri.-Tues. for dinner

40 Years of Fine Dining

c o l e  f u h r m a n
b r o k e r

cell: 843-576-9653
cole@landmarkrg.com

HIGHLANDS  OFFICE
225  MAIN STREET ·  828 -526 -4663

Jody Lovell
(828) 226.6303

$139+
MILLION 

TRANSACTIONS
77

#1
BROKER

#1
FIRM ON THE PLATEAU

Per Highlands/Cashiers MLS


