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From left are Volunteer Marie Johnson and HEC Program Coordinator Maryanne Creswell with many of the raffle 
items on view at the Emergency Council on Poplar Street.      – Brian O’Shea

HEC cancels annual Bluegrass Bash
Critical Fundraiser Raffle is still a go

By Brian O’Shea
Plateau Daily News

The Highlands Emergency 
Council has cancelled this year’s 

annual Bluegrass Bash at Kelsey-
Hutchinson Founders Park due 
to COVID-19 restrictions and the 
risks of  large gatherings.

HEC is staffed by volunteers 
and provides food, clothing, fur-
niture, and fuel to those in need. 

• See HEC page 6

NC leaders sign second round of 
COVID state relief money

By Brittney Lofthouse
North Carolina leaders 

signed the second round of  state 
relief  money into law this week, 

which will provide additional 
support for local governments, 
schools, hospitals and state agen-
cies.

Governor Roy Cooper signed 
House Bill 1023 into law on July 
1 after it was approved by both 

Plans are in 
the works 

for schools’ 
teaching 
options

By Brittney Lofthouse
Parents and teachers across 

most of  the country are anx-
iously awaiting leadership to make 
decisions regarding school this 
Fall. While some states such as 
Florida and Georgia have already 
announced school will resume, 
North Carolina Governor Roy 
Cooper said last week he is not 
ready to make that decision. 

Consequently, Macon Coun-
ty Schools are continuing to de-
velop plans for school this Fall, 
ensuring that social distancing 
can be accomplished if  school re-
sumes in-person and developing a 
remote learning instruction plan 
in the event that students will not 
return to the classroom. 

“At this point we don’t know 

Greenway 
volunteers 
finish Oak 
Street spur

By Brian O’Shea
Plateau Daily News

The Highlands Plateau Gre-
enway (HPG) is a trail system that 
connects many of  the natural set-
tings and historic sites through-
out Highlands. On June 20, vol-
unteers completed the entrance 
along Oak Street just in time for 
the July 4 holiday. HPG is a non-
profit organization whose mis-
sion is to develop and maintain 
this system of  trails.

Volunteers finished the ex-
tension from Oak to Mill Creek 
last year. Last month, they put the 
final touches on the Oak Street 
entrance after planting a pollina-
tor garden and installing a stone 
walkway.

HPG ran into some delays 
completing the Oak Street project 
with the onset of  the COVID-19 



• See LETTERS page 15
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The Highlands Newspaper office at 256 Oak Street is temporarily closed. We are 
going through some renovations and updates, and plan to be back open in a a few weeks 
with new and improved facilities.

In the meantime, we are working out of  our home office. To contact us – as always 
– please email highlandseditor@aol.com or call 828-200-1371.

•notice•

Dear Editor,
In his article of  June 25, Mr. Bud Katz said: “...It’s extremely disheartening to see the 

number of  people in town milling around without face covering. To us, it means one of  
two things; you believe yourself  immune from, or impervious to the virus, or, you don’t 
care about us or our community.”

Could it be possible that those possibilities are the only possibilities, or could there 
be others which Mr. Katz hasn’t thought of  or doesn’t care about? People with breathing 
issues like asthma and COPD should NOT wear a face mask. When you have those you 
don’t want to do anything that makes it harder to breathe.

There is also the fact that the masks are ineffective and do not protect anyone from 
Covid-19 or any other virus. The virus/virii are so small (they are measured in microns) 
that they pass right through the masks. Even the manufacturers admit that.

They don’t work and they can’t work. Wearing one of  those to protect yourself  from 
a virus is like building a chain link fence around your property to keep mosquitoes out.

Danny Crane
Highlands

Not everyone can wear a mask 

Let me talk trash. Begin-
ning this past Thursday 
our trash problems be-

gan. Town Hall staff  received a 
high volume of  calls from folks 
saying their trash had not been 
picked up. Some callers said the 
truck had failed to pick up the 
trash at the regular time. Other 
callers complained the truck 
just drove by their trash con-
tainer.

We had a trifecta of  prob-
lems that resulted in some col-
lection problems especially on 
that Friday holiday. The trifecta was having 
three of  our trash trucks experienced major 
mechanical problems all at the same time. 
Crews were having to drive them back to 
the town yard for the mechanic to assess the 
problems. In the process crews did drive by 
some trash cans. Two trucks had to be taken 
off  the plateau for major repairs and were 
still in the shop at the first of  this week. The 
other truck limped through the day with still 
some recurring problems.

Trash trucks are very complicated and 
temperamental machines. One of  the prob-
lem-trucks was the oldest in the operating 

fleet of  five. It is scheduled to be 
replaced in the coming months. 

To respond to the situa-
tion, smaller trucks and per-
sonnel from other departments 
were mobilized to complete the 
routes. It’s my understanding 
that some auxiliary crews were 
even working on Saturday.

When one thinks about it, 
we work the heck out of  the 
garbage trucks. The town pro-
vides seven days a week garbage 
service between the residential 
and commercial sectors, includ-

ing holiday collections except on Christmas 
Day and New Year’s. Very few waste dis-
posal companies, if  any, provide this level 
of  service for the cost we charge. Between 
the residential and commercial routes our 
trucks pretty much operate daily between 
7 am to 4 pm. At the end of  every route, 
the trucks are driven to the Macon County 
Transfer Station on Rich Gap. The garbage 
is offloaded onto larger tractor trailer trucks 
that then transport our trash some 20 miles 
to the Macon County Solid Waste Depart-
ment. It is a costly process. The town also 
picks up cardboard and trucks it to directly 
to the county site in Franklin. The county 
then sells it to recycle companies. Highlands 
does not get the money from the cardboard 
sales.

The town sanitation department oper-
ates at barely a break-even level. Some years, 
like the past year, we have a deficit. So, it gets 
back to those cantankerous garbage trucks. 
They cost a lot of  money and on any given 
day one may be out of  service. To have three 
break down on the same day is unheard of, 
but it happened. The large number of  folks 
in town for the Fourth of  July added a sense 
of  urgency to the problem.

I want to thank everyone for their un-
derstanding and patience. I also want to 
thank those customers who have already 
purchased the bear-resistant toters that the 
Town Board voted last August to require. 

On August 1, all customers hopefully 
will have converted to these toters. These 
toters with the lift bar will also help our 
workers avoid unnecessary back injuries by 
eliminating the need to manually lift and 
empty cans. An employee doing repetitive 
lifting about 600 times a day is an outdated 
operation that must be changed.

The garbage business is costly
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by Old Edwards
G l e n   C o v e

 An adventure-wellness community in the beautiful Norton Community of Cashiers 
with abundant recreation amenities, including a lake, 

wellness center and shared community gardens.

Call for a tour today  |  828.526.1783
 GlenCoveLifestyle.com
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Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round.
Gourmet Foods, Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Open inside
and

Outside
Everyday!

•highLanDs area Dining Directory•

828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah
www.ontheverandah.com

US 64 west • Highlands

Open 4p-8p
7 days a week

Inside, 
limited seating
& Take-out 

474 Main street 
828.526.3807 
wolf gangs.net 

We are so happy to be 
back and cannot wait 

to see your smiling faces! 

Tues. - Sun.
Dinner starts at

5:30 p.m.
Take-out & curbside 

delivery, too

Lunch: 11a-4p
Dinner: 5:30p- until

CASUAL DINING IN A 
HISTORIC 1924 LOG CABIN 

_MENUS PRINTED DAIL1-

Weltome Batk! 
Thank you to an 01 our guests who 
continue to support us we look 

lorward to seeing you soon. 
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YOU WANT IT. .. YOU GOT IT 
NOW OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

New Hours:

MON. THRU FRI. I I :00 - 8:00 
SAT. I 0:00 - 8:00 • SUN. I 0:00 - 7:00 

NEW BRUNCH ITEM AVAILABLE 
FOR TAKEOUT ONLY 

SAT. & SUN. I 0:00 - 2:00 
12 FRESH SCRAMBLED EGGS 

12 STRIPS PECAN SMOKED BACON 
IO BUTTERMILK BISCUITS 

LARGE BOWL JALAPENO CHEESE GRITS 
REAL BUTTER & JAM 

OJ & BUBBLY FOR MIMOSAS 
SERVES 4-6 $49 

595 Franklin Road, Highlands, NC g·. 
828.526.3554 · · � � .www.highlandssmokehouse.com � � 
Facebook & lnstagram , r. , · 
Peace from the Pit ® · , , · 

Serving 6 days a week
(Closed Tuesdays)

Bistro 4p
Dining Room 5:30p

Please call for reservations

Gift certificates now online 



Open Daily except Wednesday

Asia House
Japanese • Asian• Thai Cuisine

828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900
151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

Temporary Hours
12-9p 

Open for Take-out ONLY
Please order ahead

In-town delivery available
(min. delivery order $50)

•area Dining Directory• 
Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., July 9, 2020 - 828-200-1371 - Page 5

•obituaries• 

• See OBITUARIES page 12

Open
Tuesday – Sunday 

9am - 3pm 
Inside/Outside 

& To Go! 
Thank for Your Support!
18 Chestnut Square | Cashiers

828-743-0190

Re-opening Friday, July 17!
We look forward to seeing you.

Please call for reservations.
Serving 

Dinner/Bar 
Starting at 5pm 
Every Evening

Main Street Highlands
Since 1984

Madellon (Nana) Rogers
Madellon (Nana) Rogers 

passed away peacefully in her 
sleep on June 25, 2020 at the 
age of  97. She was born in Sa-
lem, SC the second of  five chil-
dren to Thomas and Ella Mae 
Holcombe but lived most of  
her life in Cashiers, NC.

She was proceeded in 
death by her husband of  55 
years, John Lee Rogers, her 
son Robert A.(Tony) Rogers, daughters Sandra Talley and 
Wanda Rogers and two grandchildren Kelly (Talley) Mung-
er and Conda Lee Burrell. 

She is survived by her daughters, Betty Galloway 
(Ted), Mary James (Jeff), and Johnnie Sue Frady along with 
11 grandchildren, 22 great grandchildren and nine great-
great grandchildren. 

She loved flowers, birds, sewing, reading, and clean-
ing. But more than anything else she loved her family. She 
was a strong Christian and always kept her Bible close at 
hand. 

She grew up during the depression and could do 
more with less than anyone you would ever meet. A tire-
less worker, she earned her living cleaning summer homes 
until she was 85 when she fell and broke her pelvis. After 
her forced retirement she spoke often about how much 
she missed working. 

She was a true southern lady and like most of  the 
women of  her generation she was very conscious of  ap-
pearances, always well-mannered and presenting a neat 
and tidy appearance in her clean and well pressed clothes. 
She was always stylish so even though she suffered from 
foot pain, she refused to wear what she deemed “ugly old 
people” shoes. 

Up until a month or two before her death she did her 
own laundry, cleaned her own home, took out her garbage 

t{)u?r,-.�

2 Ribeyes 2 Baking Potatoes Fresh Broccoli 2 Slices of Chocolate Bourbon Pecan Pie $31.95 We prepare-you cook and heat Call to reserve 828-526-2762 

. 

July 10-11
Weekend Specials

with Chef Rick
828-743-3145 (o)
561-345-0652 (c)

Social Circle 
Catering

Dinner Parties or Family Gatherings (2-40)
Personalized Menus

Black Tie/BBQ/Seafood Boils/Luaus
Shopping, cooking & cleaning included

Serv-Safe Certified
Sanitary Responsible

Cafe

WeCaterHighlands.com
828-526-8847

470 Oak St adjacent to the Park in Downtown Highlands

Courtya
rd

& Catering

Fressers

ChowNow.com 
WeCaterHighlands.com

Daily Specials on Instagram and Facebook

EASY online ordering:

Curbside Pick Up
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...HEC continued from page 1
HEC Program/Project Coordinator 
Maryanne Creswell said cancelling the 
bluegrass concert puts the nonprofit in a 
difficult situation as it is a big fundraiser 
for the organization. However, the raffle 
that accompanies the Bluegrass bash is 
still on.

“The raffle is so important this year,” 
said Creswell. “Our other fundraisers 
like the ‘Food for Fuel’ program at the 
Presbyterian Church, or the BBQ after 
the Christmas Parade, they may not even 
happen. This raffle may be it.”

The drawing for the raffle will be on 
Thanksgiving weekend and raffle items 
include jewelry, ceramic centerpieces, 
paintings, and multiple quilts.

Creswell said COVID-19 has hit area 
families hard and many are struggling. 

• See PLANNING page 14

Raffle Tickets:
Jewelry Pieces: $10 for 6 tickets

All other raffle items:e $5 for 6 tickets
Raffle items are on display 

at the Highlands Emergency Council on Poplar Street, 
Highlands.

To donate to HEC directly, mail checks to P.O. Box 974, 
Highlands, N.C. 28741. 

For more information call 828.526.4357.

HEC was serving about 80 families in early 
May through the food program. As of  last 
week, they are serving over 200.

“COVID-19 really affected our food 
program,” said Creswell. “We went from 
serving 80 families to over twice that. That’s 
hard for us because we operate on dona-
tions, grants, and the kindness of  people’s 
hearts. The community really cares about 
the people in this area and we need their 
help now.”

Raffle Items and corresponding num-
bers below. People can purchase raffle tick-
ets for specific items:

Creswell added that with winter com-
ing, she anticipates a greater need than pre-
vious years as a result of  the COVID-19 
pandemic.

On June 24th, the Ladies’ Golf Association at Highlands Country Club hosted 
a golf outing to benefit the Highlands Emergengy Council. These ladies were 
the big winners in the event. They are from left Bonnie Pettway, Cindy Mills, 
and Patty Hatcher. (The final figure is pending as donations are still coming in.)

HCC ladies play golf to support the 
Highlands Emergency Council

All the raffle items are numbered and all tickets except for jewelry are $5 for six 
tickets. Jewelry tickets are $10 for 6. Everything from ceramics to textiles to jew-
elry is up for grabs.

– Photos by Brian O’Shea
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114 N. 4th Street • Highlands 
NC • 828-526-8300www.highlandssothebysrealty.com

On Split Rail Row 
in prestigious Sagee Mountain

Please contact 
Bill Bubenick
828-371-2583

Enjoy unmatched views while living 5 minutes from Main Street. 
Updated in 2007, this home is ready to be enjoyed by your family 

for years to come. 
MLS#R93368A • Offered for 1,695,000. 

Lord Banjo

•LorD banjo refLections• 
DOGSPEAK

Lord Banjo’s take on the quarantine

The silly cat got to 
write a column 
about this stay at 

home thing a few weeks 
ago, so it’s only right that 
the royal pooch gets a turn 
too. Life is always grand for 
this pup. And, yes, techni-
cally I’m no longer a pup, 
but if  my mum can refer 
to her friends as girls, then 
surely a 13-year-old dog 
can be a pup.

Mum also says things 
like “boys will be boys” 
when Dad does something 
silly, and no one has mistaken him for 
young in quite a while. I mean he may be 
young at heart, but he’s on Social Security, 
and you know what that means he’s old 
– really old. And that makes me wonder 
why there’s no program like that for el-
derly dogs – maybe Doggie Dollars? But 
I digress.

It’s not bad having the royal parents 
here all the time, except I’m used to hav-
ing uninterrupted barking time. I like to 
lie by the front door and bark at passers-
by—people, dogs, bicycles, deer, squir-
rels, and the occasional loud car. Mum 
says I bark at leaves falling from trees too, 
but she likes to exaggerate. 

I’m kinda tired of  hearing, “Banjo, 
enough.” I believe it is my royal preroga-
tive to bark whenever and as long as I 
please, especially because barking is a 
personality trait of  the Great Pyrenees 
breed. Methinks this quarantine thing is 
making my parents cranky, or maybe it’s 
that they never realized just how much 
time I spend barking.

For the most part, though, I like hav-
ing them around. With Mum in her of-
fice most of  the day, I can make my way 
upstairs to lie beneath her desk where she 
can rub my belly with her feet—some-
times for several hours since she no lon-
ger leaves to workout, eat lunch with girl-
friends, or shop.

When I’m not beneath the desk or 
barking by the front door, I keep Dad 
company in the living room. He says I’m 

only supposed to lie by his 
recliner and demand atten-
tion at six pm or later, that 
I should not expect him 
to cater to my wish to be 
touched all day long. Me? 
I say if  he’s in his recliner 
watching television all day, 
then his arm needs to ex-
tend to my belly and rub it 
nonstop.

The other cool thing 
about them being confined 
to the house is they’re al-
ways here for lunch. That 
means I never miss a day of  

getting my tribute of  three chunks of  ham 
when Dad makes his lunch. Cool, huh? 

One strange thing is they’ve begun 
hanging out on the screened porch doing 
something they call a jigsaw puzzle. I have 
a vague memory of  them doing something 
like that years ago before Puddin’ arrived. 
She’s seven, so it’s been a while. They sit at 
the round table on the porch moving tiny 
cardboard pieces around. Dad even built a 
big wooden platform for the tabletop, so 
the little things won’t fall through the slats 
in the table.

Mum says that once Puddin’ discovers 
what they’re doing, all bets are off. The girl 
has a disturbing tendency to bat things off  
tables—coasters, pencils, pens, paper clips. 
She’s even tried to push Alexa off  Mum’s 
desk. Can you imagine what fun she’d have 
with the puzzle pieces? Before we had this 
cute calico kitty, we had a white cat named 
Dancer. She lived to be twenty-two and 
had given up leaping on tables, so puzzles 
were safe back then.

Was it Art Linkletter who said, “Kids 
say the darnedest things?” Well, all I can 
say is pet parents do the darnedest thing, 
but I love them despite their silly ways.

• Lord Banjo lives in Georgia with his 
mum, Kathy Manos Penn, author of  the 
Dickens & Christie cozy animal mystery 
series available on Amazon. Find Lord 
Banjo’s book locally at Highland Mountain 
Paws and write him at inkpenn119@gmail.
com.
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•investing at 4,118 ft.• 

114 N. 4th Street • Highlands 
NC • 828-526-8300

Historic home and guest cottage and in town!

525 Satulah Road, Highlands, North Carolina

In town historic home and guest cottage built 
in 1935 by Linton Young and both listed on 
the National Registry. Located in the historic 

Satulah Road district of town with panoramic 
mountain views and sited on 1.81 acres. Original 
elements of the home have been meticulously pre-
served, but everything else has been completely 
updated. 3 bedrooms 4 ½ baths in the main house 
with a 1 bedroom, 1 bath guest cottage and car-
port. Norman Askins consulted on this magnifi-
cent transformation. 

Offered for $1,790,000 MLS #92943 

www.highlandssothebysrealty.com

Cathy Garren 
828-226-5870

Jody Lovell
Highlands Sothebys 

828.226.6303

History is NOT Repeating Itself

Historically, the local real estate 
market is flat in presidential elec-
tion years. However, in this pan-

demic world, this market is being rede-
fined overnight. 

Many brokers who have been here 
for 20, 30 years (myself  included), have 
never seen the feeding frenzy for proper-
ties that is occurring now. 

One afternoon, I listed a house for 
over one million dollars at noon, and by 
five pm, I had three offers with one over 
the listing price. Other brokers are receiv-
ing multiple offers as well. One property 
had eight offers in one day. What is hap-
pening and why? 

Here are the reasons why I believe 
our local market is strong and will con-
tinue to be stronger:

1. People are concerned about staying 
in the cities and having to ride out a sec-
ond lockdown and/or rioting in densely 
populated areas;

2. Less people will 
travel by air and will want 
to drive to a second home 
that is closer. This new 
form of  adventure allows 
one to experience a lifestyle 
in the safety of  one’s own 
home and community with 
amenities;

3. Larger homes are 
being viewed again as de-
sirable as they allow more 
room for home offices and 
sheltering activities;

4. Work from home 
and flexible work schedules 
provide today’s worker the 
ability to be in their second home connect-
ing to work by zooming away for meetings;

5. Young adults, who have experienced 
Highlands and Cashiers in their youth and 
who now have the flexibility to work from 
this area which they love, are looking to buy 

their own homes for the 
space and privacy for their 
families instead of  impos-
ing on their parents for just 
a weekend;

6. This area – with 
wide open spaces and lots 
of  outdoor activities – is 
perfect for social distancing 
and staying active as well as 
perhaps the safest area on 
the planet;

7. Downtown High-
lands, known for its walk-
ability, five-star restaurants, 
world-class shopping, art 
galleries, theatre and other 

cultural events is a magnet for people yearn-
ing for the good ‘ole days of  Norman Rock-
well’ small towns;

8. Highlands will continue to adapt to 
future changes, but the local population will 
insist the history and preservation of  this 

small-town atmosphere will endure.
This market has turned into a sellers’ 

market overnight, so buyers beware. If  
you find a property that suits your needs, 
do not delay in making an offer as you 
may likely lose it. The buyers we are seeing 
are very fine, high quality people who will 
be assets to this community. We welcome 
them all!

Hope you enjoyed a Happy July 
Fourth without fireworks but know that 
the local real estate market is on fire for 
homes that are fairly priced, updated, well-
maintained and properly marketed.

• Jody and Wood Lovell own Highlands 
Sotheby’s International Realty with thirty brokers 
across the Plateau with their main office at the cor-
ner of  Main Street and Highway 64 across from 
The Old Edwards Inn. As the top-producing firm 
in Highlands for six years and celebrating their 
twentieth anniversary, the experienced Sotheby’s 
brokers are eager to help you with any of  your 
real estate needs. Call them at 828.526.4104.



• See BOTANICAL page 10
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highlandssothebysrealty.com

The Closers.
Thank you dear friends and clients for trusting us with your most valuable asset: your HOME!

Highlands Sotheby’s International Realty is the top producing firm in Highlands for the sixth year in a row and now in 
pandemic 2020 per the Highlands/Cashiers Multiple Listing Service. We are CLOSERS!! If you want your home sold 
in 2020, call us. We deliver!! If you want to buy in 2020, call us. We will get you over the finish line!

#1
PRODUCING OFFICE
on The Plateau 2019
#1
SELLING OFFICE
in Highlands Country Club

#1
IN SALES
over the last 6 years in Highlands
#1
SELLING OFFICE 
in Cullasaja Club

Photo taken in January 2020 before social distancing.

LOCAL EXPERTS. GLOBAL REACH.

DOWNTOWN OFFICE
114 North 4th Street
Highlands, North Carolina 28741
(828) 526.8300

CULLASAJA OFFICE
1371 Cullasaja Club Drive
Highlands, North Carolina 28741
(828) 526.4104

By Brian O’Shea
Plateau Daily News

Nestled just outside downtown is the 
Highlands Botanical Garden, with almost 
2 miles of  trails on 12 acres that includes a 
lush forested area and Lindenwood Lake. 
The Garden is part of  the Highlands Bio-
logical Station’s 24- acres daytime adven-
ture.

The trail begins at the Nature Cen-
ter, 930 Horse Cove Road, to the left of  
the building and leads into the woods. At 
springtime, the forest floor is speckled 
with all manner blooming flowers includ-
ing iconic Trilliums, Jack in the Pulpit, 
Speckled Wood Lily, and more.

Paige Engelbrektsson, Nature Cen-
ter Education Specialist for Highlands 
Biological Foundation (HBS’ nonprofit-
partner organization) said in June visitors 
should see three classic shrubs that turn 
the Garden into a “fireworks display,” 
including Mountain Laurel, Punctatum 
Rhododendron, and Catawba Rhododen-
dron.

Along the Bog Boardwalk by Linden-
wood Lake hikers will spot several pitcher 
plants flowering by the water’s edge, in-
cluding Purple Pitcher Plant, Sweet Pitch-
er Plant, and Yellow Pitcher Plant.

“Walking through the Botanical Gar-
den, rain or shine, brings visitors into a 
microcosm of  the Highlands Plateau’s 
stunning biodiversity,” said Engelbrekts-
son. “Over 400 species of  plants create 
a wealth of  color and richness for both 
people and wildlife. On sunny days bird-
ers can spot the many species that call our 
campus home while native pollinators of  
all kinds flock to our demonstration gar-
dens. Visitors often spot our well-known 
snapping turtles along the dam and when 
the sun begins to set, frogs of  all kinds call 
from the edges of  Lindenwood Lake.”

She added that rainy days in the Gar-
den remind her of  the importance of  rain 
to the region.

“So many of  our iconic species 
thrive because of  our high rainfalls and 
wet soils,” said Engelbrektsson. “The sal-
amanders tucked into their underground 

Enjoy a stroll 
through 

Highlands 
Botanical 
Gardens
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�SUMMER HOUSE 
Complete Home Furnishings 

White Glove Delivery Throughout The Southeast & Beyond 
2089 Dillard Road, Highlands I 2 miles from Main Street I 828-526-5577 I www.summerhousehighlands.com 

3 5 t h  S e a s o n
A n n i v e r s a r y  S A L E

40% to 60% off
25% off  all cleaning and repairs

85% off  on Red Tag Item
The name that you have trusted for the last 35 years.

burrows or swimming below our 
miniature waterfalls are a fantas-
tic example of  this. And strolling 
along the boardwalks in the fog or 
sitting by the stream in a light mist 
offers a unique kind of  peace, the 
chance to soak up the moment 
as the plants are soaking up the 
rain.”

As of  mid-May, the High-
lands Nature Center remains 

closed, but they are offering vir-
tual garden tours, which allows 
people to connect whether they 
live in Highlands or across the 
country.

Engelbrektsson said HBS’ 
“A Garden in Every Season” 
tours will be live-streamed via 
their Facebook Page on the first 
Monday of  every month at 11:30 
a.m. Additional live-streams may 

...BOTANICAL continued from page 9
be added throughout the sum-
mer.

The Botanical Garden is 
free of  charge. It remains open 
dawn to dusk year-round. 

The Botanical Garden is 
part of  the Highlands Biological 
Station, and The Highlands Bio-
logical Station is a multi-campus 
center of  Western Carolina Uni-
versity.

Mountain Laurel Phlox spp Trumpet Honeysuckle
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364 Main Street • Highlands • 828-526-9415

Washable & Adjustable 
Face Masks for 

Adults & Kiddos
• One size fits most 

• Kiddos 3-10 years old 
• Carbon Filters Available, 

too!

Multi-pack disposable 
masks for kids also 

available. 

– Established 1993 –

which direction the state will de-
cide to go this Fall, but what we 
do know is that we are better pre-
pared than we were this Spring,” 
Macon County Schools Superin-
tendent Dr. Chris Baldwin said 
during June’s Board of  Education 
meeting. Dr. Baldwin noted that 
the school system, with the help 
of  federal and state funding, have 
been purchasing ipads and hot 
spot devices for students in the 
event that some or all of  school 
this Fall will be done virtually. 
Dr. Baldwin said that teachers are 
also conducting intensive training 
in Google Teams -- the platform 
the school will use in the event of  
remote instruction in the future. 

School systems in North 
Carolina received grant funding 
from the Federal CARES Act in 
April to purchase equipment and 
for technology upgrades in the 
event remote learning continues 
long-term. 

A survey conducted online 
by the Macon County School 
Board showed that out of  224 
responses, 67% of  parents said 
the internet in their home was 
adequate, 23% said it was not 
reliable, and 10% said they didn’t 
have internet at home. 

There are bills in the legis-
lature intended to increase rural 
broadband access, however with 
the General Assembly expect-
ed to break for Summer, they 
wouldn’t be back in session to 
vote on the measures until after 
Labor Day. 

In the event that remote 
learning is needed, Senate Bill 113 
was signed into law last month to 
allow local districts to decide if  
and when schools utilize remote 
instruction. The General Assem-
bly has required that regardless 
of  COVID19, schools across NC 
will have at least five remote in-
struction days during the school 

year. Senate Bill 113 states that if  
a local district thinks remote in-
struction is better for the health 
and safety of  the students, the dis-
trict can utilize remote instruction 
at their discretion. 

Some parents are not wait-
ing for the state to decide which 
avenue is best for their children. 
According to the parent survey, 
around 200 parents (13.2% of  
1,653 responses) said they do not 
intend to send their children to 
school this Fall. Of  those 200 par-
ents, roughly 125 said they intend 
to homeschool their children. 

Depending on what avenues 
of  homeschooling parents intend 
to take, Macon County Schools 
stands to lose funding for general 
instruction. 

“Macon County Schools 
receives funding on a per pupil 
basis,” said Dr. Baldwin. “This 
is accomplished by considering 
the average daily membership or 
ADM of  the school system dur-
ing the previous school year and 
then providing funding for each 
of  those students. This means that 
the funding for school year 2020-
‘21 will be based upon the num-
ber of  students who attended our 
schools in school year 2019-‘20.”

If  200 families make the deci-
sion to home school their children 
this year, but continue with the re-
mote learning through the school 
system, the loss of  funding will 
have little to no impact on school 
year 2020-‘21 and 2021-‘22. 

However, if  those families 
choose to home school and not 
utilize the remote learning op-
portunities provided by MCS, the 
school system could lose around 
$6,000 of  state funding and $2,000 
in federal funding per child. For 
all 200 children, that would mean 
over $1.5 million.

“This loss of  funding would 
impact the following school year, 

in 2021-‘22,” said Baldwin. “It is 
possible that the COVID-19 pan-
demic will be behind us by the 
fall of  2021. So a number of  the 
families choosing to homeschool 
in 2020-‘21 may choose to return 
to live instruction in school year 
2021-‘22 even though the school 
system’s state and federal funding 
will have been reduced. This will 
force Macon County Schools into 
a position of  hiring a number of  
teachers for school year 2021-‘22 
through an appropriation of  our 
fund balance.”

Baldwin noted that families 
who choose to continue with re-
mote learning through the school 
system will be provided an IPad. 
“The school system is also pursu-
ing a number of  avenues to pro-
vide connectivity to these fami-
lies,” said Baldwin. “The cost of  
the devices and connectivity so-
lutions will be provided from the 
Cares Act funding.”

For parents who do not have 
access to internet, Dr. Baldwin 
said other options will be made 
available. 

“Unfortunately, we will not 
be able to reach every student with 
digital materials,” said Baldwin. 
“This means that teachers will 
continue to provide both digital 
and non-digital materials. As you 
can imagine, each teacher is going 
to handle this differently depend-
ing upon their level of  technologi-
cal literacy and comfort. And, each 
teacher will handle it differently 
depending upon the make-up of  
their class in terms of  the student’s 
connectivity and ability with tech-
nology. As I said, remote learning 
will be better next year, but it will 
not be as effective as live instruc-
tion. Until every child in Macon 
County has a device and effective 
connectivity we are going to strug-
gle mightily with remote learning.”

As of Wednesday morning, July 8 there are 296 COVID-19 
cases in Macon County; 81 in Highlands; 310 tests pending.
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~ Home Decor 
~ Gifts 

~ Jewelry

468 Carolina Way 
Highlands

(Between N. 4th & N. 5th)
828-526-3909

Yard Art Open 
for outside pickup & delivery

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

and ironed every piece of  clothing she wore. Remarkably even though she never used hair 
dye her hair never turned completely gray. 

Her body may have been 97 but her heart was still the heart of  a young woman. She 
never thought of  herself  as old. Instead of  admitting she might be growing old, she would 
say she was “slowing down.” (Although her version of  slowing down made the rest of  us 
appear to be standing still.) 

She told great stories about her youth that brought laughter and tears to the listeners. 
She knew joy and sorrow and lived a full and purpose-driven life. She was well loved and 
well thought of  by all who knew her. 

We her family and friends, will miss her patience, her kindness, her humor, her devo-
tion to her family and her quiet but steadfast presence in our lives. We are proud to have 
known her and blessed to have loved and been loved by her. She leaves behind an enduring 
legacy that we will treasure, always. 

Her family would like to thank the Eckerd Living Center in Highlands for the wonder-
ful care their mother received in the last months of  her life. Knowing she was well cared 
for helped to ease some of  the pain of  losing her.

Funeral Services are being handled by Bryant-Grant Funeral Home & Crematory. In 
lieu of  flowers please send donations in memory to the Albert Carlton Library in Cashiers, 
NC. Online condolences can be left at www.bryantgrantfuneralhome.com

James Ernest Strickland
Rev. Jimmy Strickland, 48 of  Cashiers, NC passed away 

Tuesday, June 30, 2020. He was born January 22, 1972 to 
James Oliver and Lois Cockrell Strickland in Cabarrus Coun-
ty, NC. Jimmy loved Jesus and ministry was the biggest and 
most important part of  his life. 

Preacher Jimmy, as he liked to be called would always end 
any conversation with “I Love You” and “Jesus Loves You.” 
He never met a stranger and loved everyone he encountered. 
A big participant of  his church, Jimmy was a youth pastor, 
deacon and music director. He was a talented musician, play-
ing the guitar, 6 string banjo, the keyboard and a writer of  
music and singing. 

One of  his greatest accomplishment was making a professional recording of  a CD 
at KHZ Audio Recording Studio in Clarkesville, Ga and also his own recordings in his 
home. 

In addition to his love of  music, he loved his community and would volunteer at 
Blue Ridge School reading for the kindergartners and dressed up as Santa and the Easter 
Bunny for the children. Rev. Rick Platt and Jimmy taught guitar and keyboard lessons to 
students at Blue Ridge School. 

He would help the coach and say opening prayer for the Special Olympics and 
always would give people the Gideon Bible if  they needed one. Jimmy was awarded the 
Good Neighbor Award from the Cashiers Crossroads Chronicle and was an Honorary 
Fireman. 

Jimmy was a much loved member of  the Church of  Sapphire. It has been said “you 
ain’t been prayed for until Jimmy prays for you.”

Jimmy is survived by his parents, James and Lois Strickland of  the home, aunts 
and uncles, Carol and Stephen Foster of  Cashiers, Earline Caldwell of  Cashiers, Patricia 
Turner of  Cleveland, NC, Barbara Osborne of  Landis, NC, Dot Cockrell of  Moores-
ville, NC and Mary Ruth Dixon of  Salisbury, NC and many cousins as well as special 
cousins, Jerry and Sara Prewitt and Lisa Myers. 

Jimmy was preceded in death by his grandparents, Raymond and Fay Brewer Cock-
rell and paternal grandparents, James Everett and Annie Pruitt Strickland.

A Celebration of  Life service will be held at 1pm, Saturday, July 11, 2020 at the 
Church of  Sapphire with the Rev. Rick Plot, Rev. Frank Jones, Rev. Gary McCall and 
Rev. Berlis Powell officiating. 

In lieu of  flowers the family request donations be made to Pleasant Grove Church, 
1858 Bull Pen Road, Cashiers, NC 28717 or The Church of  Sapphire, NC-281, Sapphire, 
NC 28774.

Bryant Grant Funeral Home and Crematory is serving the Strickland family. Online 
condolences can be made at www.bryantgrantfuneralhome.com

Advertising in Highlands Newspaper and online at 
www.highlandsinfo.com WORKS. 

For information, call 828-200-1371 or email: 
highlandseditor@aol.com

212 South 4th Street | 828-787-1877          
Visit OldEdwardsInn.com to View Full Line Up

Ali & Bird Jewelry
Now Through July 12
Ali & Bird Jewelry, proudly made in Atlanta, 
GA, bring a modern lair to classic looks. 
No two Ali & Bird pieces are ever the same 
and all materials are real, unique, and 
sometimes quite rare.

Anatomie Clothing
July 10 - 12
Anatomie exists to out it the global 
traveler — and everyday adventurer — in 
the most comfortable and stylish 
performance apparel. 
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Highlands Aerial Park 
Open Daily

with increased Covid19 protocol for staff & guests.

Guided UTV Tours of our park’s 95 acres adjoining 100,000 acres of NFS. 
Tour features: 

Forest and meadows, waterfalls and long range views, flora, fauna, 
and climate influences, and a 400-year history of our area. 

NEW THIS YEAR: 

G o  t o  H i g h l a n d s a e r i a l p a r k . c o m 
for details and to book your 

reservation for:
• Zipline Canopy Tours

• Family Challenge Course
• Giant Swing

• Dual 40’ Tree Climb
• Complimentary Nature Trails

•WorD Matter•

(828) 382-8884 
1625 Dillard Rd • Scaly Mountain, NC
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Before you head out for the Great Outdoors, stock up on 
your favorite spices at 

The Spice & Tea Exchange in Highlands!

Spice up your camp meals! 

330 Main Street • Highlands • 828-482-1609

Bud Katz

Breakdown Dead Ahead

I spend a lot of  energy 
attempting to under-
stand the deep schism 

that exists in our country. 
It’s not Covid; we were 
shattered long before the 
pandemic emerged. It’s not 
about Trump, or Obama, 
either. 

Covid has exacerbated 
matters, as did the killing 
of  George Floyd in Minne-
apolis, followed by ongoing 
Black Lives Matter protests, 
plus violence by opportu-
nistic criminals. That said, 
I know when and why this hostility-based 
politics began. It was in 1988 when con-
sultant Lee Atwater created the ‘“politics 
of  polarization.” 

When George H.W. Bush ran for 
president his opponent was Massachusetts 
governor Michael Dukakis. Despite the 
fact that Mr. Bush was arguably the most 
qualified presidential candidate in my life-
time, Mr. Dukakis was at one point, well 
ahead in polls. Mr. Atwater seized upon 
the case of  a criminal, Willie Horton, 
who received a weekend furlough under 
a Massachusetts program in place while 
Mr. Dukakis was governor. Mr. Horton 
never returned from his furlough. Instead, 
he committed other violent crimes, which 
Mr. Atwater used to brand Mr. Dukakis as 
soft on crime. 

But, he didn’t stop there.
The change in campaign messaging 

was, not to just declare the policy as bad, 
but to brand Mr. Dukakis as a bad person. 
The furlough policy, arguably, was bad. 
Mr. Dukakis was not. George H.W, Bush 
went on to win the election, validating Mr. 
Atwater’s strategy. This is when contem-
porary American politics became about 
winning by any means, including character 
assassination, which has led to the hateful 
rhetoric and nasty tone of  discourse in our 
nation.

Fast forward 32-years. 
We live in a nation sharply divided 

over terms like red and blue, liberal and 
conservative, right and left, Democrat and 
Republican. I believe there’s a large, mod-
erate “middle” and see myself  as a part of  
it, but our voice has been drowned out by 
the anger, finger-pointing, shaming, blam-

ing, and name-calling from 
the extremes on both sides. 

This has led, sadly, to 
bizarre behavior by some 
of  our more hate-filled fel-
low citizens.

I’m sure I was one of  
many who recoiled when I 
saw a St. Louis couple bran-
dishing weapons at peaceful 
protestors walking by their 
home. I stared, wide-eyed, 
when a middle-aged man 
literally pushed his way into 
a Walmart screaming how 
his “rights” were being vio-

lated by a requirement that customers and 
employees wear masks inside the store. A 
woman, shopping at Lowe’s, screamed at 
employees enforcing the retailer’s mask 
requirement. When that didn’t work, she 
began the name-calling. 

These people had something in com-
mon besides politicizing recent events. 
They all believed their alleged “rights” 
mattered more than those of  others. 

Everyone needs to understand this. 
Walmart and Lowe’s have every right to 
require employees and customers to wear 
masks in their stores during the Covid pan-
demic. Customers have no legal or moral 
standing to demand the ability to ignore 
those requirements to the detriment of  
store workers and other customers. And, 
while the U.S. Constitution provides for 
free speech, free assembly and gun owner-
ship, most jurisdictions prohibit privately-
owned weapons during permitted protests 
or other public assemblies.

I’ve read the U.S. Constitution. These 
folks need to do the same. At 7,591 words, 
including signatures, and all 27 amend-
ments, it’s still a quick read, about ten min-
utes; the length of  a short story. 

The U.S. Constitution, as it was draft-
ed, along with the amendments passed in 
the ensuing 200 years, is the foundation of  
every one of  our laws, and our rights as 
Americans. Until our courts rule otherwise, 
people do not have the right to ignore laws, 
rules, directives and restrictions passed by 
our leaders at all levels of  government, or 
those imposed by retailers on shoppers.

It really doesn’t matter if  you’re red or 
blue, or any other self-attached label. It re-
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...GREENWAY continued from page 1
pandemic, but HPG President 
Sonya Carpenter said volunteers 
stepped it up to put in the extra 
hours to finish in time for a sched-
uled hike on July 4. 

“During the period of  quar-
antine, in March and April we en-
couraged our volunteers to stay 
home and stay safe,” said Carpen-
ter. “We discussed ways that we 
could hold workdays but maintain 
a safe environment by requiring 
masks and upholding social dis-
tancing guidelines. These limita-
tions postponed the progress, but 
we were able to get the entrance 
completed by 4th of  July, our 
goal.”

HPG holds monthly volun-
teer workdays on the third Satur-
day of  each month. Oftentimes 
projects, such as the Oak Street 
entrance, require extra hours and 
additional workdays need to be 
scheduled to finish the job.

“We have wonderful vol-
unteers at the Greenway, with a 
broad base of  knowledge and ex-
pertise,” said Carpenter. “Many of  
our volunteers have participated in 
trail construction for many years 
and we as a community owe them 
a huge thank you for creating this 
trail system. We have many new 
volunteers and always welcome 
new members who would like to 
learn about trail construction and 
are interested in making a contri-

bution to our community.”
After finishing the entrance, 

HPG held its annual meeting at the 
Highlands Rec Park and awarded 
Jim Ward Trail Worker of  the Year. 

“The trail worker of  the year 
is awarded to an individual who 
has shown dedication to the HPG 
through work hours on the trail,” 
said Carpenter. “This year it was 
awarded to Jim Ward, who stepped 
up and served as Trail Supervisor. 
Jim helped to organize workdays. 
This is a big job. For each workday, 
he would determine what materials 
would be needed and get them to 
the site, communicate with volun-
teers and show strong leadership. 
We greatly appreciate his efforts!”

Carpenter said next on the 
agenda is developing a loop trail 
at the Kelsey Trail Preserve on 5th 
Street, a portion of  the Greenway 
maintained by the Highlands-Ca-
shiers Land Trust.

“We are looking forward to 
working with the Highlands-Ca-
shiers Land Trust to construct a 
new trail in the Kelsey Preserve, 
a lovely green space a few blocks 
from downtown,” she said. “This 
project is next on our to-do list.”

Other HPG Business
Projects from past year:
• Kelsey Trail Hike on July 7, 

2019
• Built the new entrance on 

Oak Street including trail, steps 
and pollinator garden

• Cleared storm damage at 
Rec Park Trail and Big Bear Pen

• Planted Atamásco lilies on 
Oak Street Trail

• Installed more posts and 
hand rails along stone steps on 
Big Bear Pen Trail

• Improved tread and prun-
ing work on the Rhododendron 
Trail

• Repaired handrails on 
steps to Mill Creek

• Inspected and improve 
drainage on trail system

• Thanked our town em-
ployees with lunch

• Continued Kids Hike 
Highlands Passport Program 
for Kids

 Upcoming Projects:
• Dedication of  the Oak 

Street Entrance
• Continue installation of  

posts and railings along the Bear 
Pen Trail stairs

• Build loop trail in the 
Kelsey Preserve

• Trail maintenance 
• Create Board Walk & 

platform from Pierson Drive to 
Harris Lake

• Update the website
Long-term Projects:
• Trail to Cashiers
• Bike Trails in Highlands 

The pollinator garden and entrance to the Greenway are on Oak Street 
across from the First Baptist Church.

Greenway President Sonja Carpenter with Jim Ward who was named Trail 
Worker of the Year. 

A stairway on Oak Street leads to the Greenway trail.
A bevy of volunteers keep the Greenway intact and work to blaze new trails across the plateau.



Chestnut Hill, 
a residential retirement community on a quiet 
mountain top in Highlands, NC, has spacious 
Independent and Assisted Living Apartments.

It is a full-service, Medicaid Certified community. 

For further information call Linda Tiffany at 
828-526-5251 or 904-514-4896
www.chestnuthillofhighlands.com

Highlands Newspaper - Thurs., July 9, 2020 - 828-200-1371 - Page 15

...LETTERS continued from page 2

...WORD MATTERS continued from page 13

Designer 4 bedroom, 5 bath home with a golf course view. 
Offered for $1,695,000 Contact Andrea Gabbard 828-200-6742

 Andrea Gabbard
c 828.200.6742  o 828.526.8300 
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

Highlands CC

Andrea is  top 12% 
Real Estate Brokers in 2019. 

Highlands Sotheby’s International Realty is 
the top selling firm in Highlands  

since 2013  as per HCMLS Navica.   

ally doesn’t matter if  you agree or disagree 
with the letter or spirit of  the law, direc-
tive or restriction. We don’t get to decide 
what laws, or legally imposed restrictions 
we’re going to obey. To believe otherwise 
is anarchy

We are as polarized as I have ever 
seen, and I’ve lived a while. Now, to be 
clear, disagreement among people of  

good will is a healthy thing. But if  Walmart 
or Lowes says, “wear a mask,” either wear 
a mask or shop elsewhere. If  you don’t like 
what protestors are saying, protest back, 
but don’t brandish weapons and then 
scream self-defense. 

What we are seeing in these actions 
is a breakdown in civil society, something 
none of  us should want.

The NC General Assembly is con-
sidering several bills that would increase 
broadband infrastructure across the state. 

The COVID/Supplementary 
G.R.E.A.T. Grant Period (HB 1105) was 
introduced in the House on May 14 and 
would provide an additional $30 million 
to the NC Division of  Information Tech-
nology’s Growing Rural Economies with 
Access to Technology (GREAT) grant 
program, which expands access to broad-
band infrastructure in the state’s rural 
counties. 

These supplemental funds are in-
tended for applications submitted on or 
before September 15, 2020 and funds 
would be awarded on or before Decem-
ber 30, 2020. The bill is currently in the 
House Appropriations Committee.

On April 21, Jeff  Sural, Director 
of  the Broadband Infrastructure Office 
at the NC Department of  Information 
Technology, shared with the NC House 
COVID-19 Subcommittee meeting on 
Economic Support his desire to eventu-
ally increase the GREAT grant program 
to $135 million. 

The Provide Affordable Broadband 
Access to NC (HB 1122) contains several 
provisions to increase digital inclusion 
across the state. 

It modifies the GREAT grant pro-
gram and FIBER NC Act (introduced in 

Broadband funding bills are 
being considered in the NC GA

2019) and requires health plans to reim-
burse for telehealth services. 

It also establishes a pilot Homework 
Gap grant program to provide Internet ac-
cess to students and teachers who do not 
have, or who cannot afford, home Internet 
service. The program would be adminis-
tered by the Broadband Infrastructure Of-
fice in the NC Department of  Information 
Technology in consultation with the NC 
Department of  Public Instruction.

The one-year grant program would 
provide Local Education Agencies (LEA) 
to purchase equipment and services for in-
dividual student and teacher use, and pro-
vide Wi-Fi on school buses. Funds would 
be allocated in the following ways:

• $4,500,000 to LEAs to purchase 
mobile hotspot devices, service for the 
hotspots, and equipment and mobile ser-
vice to provide Wi-Fi on school buses. 

• $250,000 to administer the grant 
program and conduct research on the size 
and scope of  the homework gap. 

• $125,000 to conduct a third-party 
evaluation of  the pilot program and prog-
ress made toward closing the homework 
gap. 

• $125,000 for mobile service testing 
to ensure mobile hotspot devices can pro-
vide adequate access for at-home educa-
tional needs

 

Dear Editor,
Tucked away in our subconscious is an idyllic vision. We will soon reach the Station. 

How restlessly we are waiting, waiting for the Station. When we finally reach the Station, we 
cry! That will be it. “When I’m 18.” “When I buy that new Mercedes.” “When I put my last 
kid through college.” “When I paid off  the mortgage.” Then I shall live happily ever after.

The truth is that there is no Station. It’s the trip. It’s the journey. “Relish the moment.” 
Stop waiting. Instead eat more ice cream, go barefoot more often, swim more rivers, laugh 
more, cry less, climb more mountains, spend more time with your family and friends. Start 
today.

Kenny Youmans
Highlands, NC

Reaching the Station

Eleven employees of  Mountaintop Golf  & Lake Club have tested positive for CO-
VID-19. All positive employees are following isolation orders; additional positive results 
are expected. The investigation is ongoing. Symptomatic individuals who test positive 
will be required to remain in isolation under the following conditions: 1) At least 10 days 
have passed since symptoms first appeared AND, 2) at least 72 hours have passed since 
the resolution of  fever without the use of  medications and improvement in respiratory 
symptoms. Asymptomatic individuals who test positive will be required to remain in iso-
lation under the following conditions: 1) At least 10 days have passed since their positive 
test assuming they have not subsequently developed symptoms since their positive test.

JCDPH is working to identify any additional close contacts of  these employees. 

Jackson County Dept. of Health has found a 
COVID-19 cluster in a local business.
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Milton Ready

•the past & the present• 

Call 828-526-3783
Center for Plastic Surgery

to learn more

209 Hospital Dr, Ste 202, Highlands
PlasticSurgeryToday.com

526-5999
Located at 680 N. 4th. St., Highlands

Carrying a wide variety of  
natural products for your  

Mind, Body & Home.
Open Mon.-Sat. 9a to 5:30p

Organic Fresh Juices & Smoothies  
and Salads “On the Go!”
Open Mon.-Sat. 9a to 5p

Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Villardo
Stylists: Heahter Escandon

Maggie Barden, Bri Field, Desiray Schmitt 
and Cali Smolarsky

Nail Tech: Jenna Schmitt
Massage Therapist: Brenda Lopez

Hair • Nails • Waxing • Tanning • Facials
Massages • Eyelash Extensions 

Walk-ins Welcome!

Upstairs and Across the Walkway at 
“Falls on Main” Highlands

Open at 9a Tues.-Sat. • 828-526-3939

Advertising in Highlands Newspaper and online at 
www.highlandsinfo.com WORKS. 

For information, call 828-200-1371 or email: 
highlandseditor@aol.com

I don’t like to watch 
breaking news these 
days, almost always 

depressing and seemingly 
worsening. It only adds to 
the sense of  claustrophobia 
of  past coronavirus months. 

Bad news seems end-
less. 

More than 130,000 
deaths from the coronavirus 
in the US and counting, a 
collapsed worldwide econ-
omy, a resurgent racism, ri-
oting in towns and cities, a 
corrupted political system, 
seasons no longer seasonal, and now per-
haps one of  the most devastating hurri-
cane seasons in history looming. Where is 
any promise of  hope in all this? And for 
our nation? 

I just don’t like breaking news any-
more.

As a writer and historian, my life not 
only seemed nominally predictable but 
also satisfying, as if  by writing about the 
past that act would boundary my present 
and guarantee a future. It doesn’t. 

In fact, I have puzzled over, written 
about, and even cautiously predicted dan-
gers our liberal democracy has faced in 
past troubling times. Still, I never thought 
I would be a prophet or witness its ac-
tual dismembering and dissolution in the 
present. Surely just imagining it would be 
enough. Yet it wasn’t. 

In a long ago philosophy class, I came 
across Thomas Hobbes’ Leviathan, a clas-
sic of  social contract theory which exam-
ined how much freedom we should be 
prepared to give up for the protection and 
security of  living under a powerful state. 
If  you don’t find the prospect of  Hobbes’ 
“solitary, poor, nasty, brutish, short,” and 
unpredictable life appealing, you should be 
prepared to give up a lot; things like con-
stant surveillance, your privacy, personal 
information and connections, where you 
live and travel, and, yes, even your smart 
phone. Almost everything. Hobbes’ Qual-
ity of  Adjusted Life Years (QUALY) al-
ways seemed pretty gross to me, certainly 
not my future. I never liked him much. 

Hobbes’ Leviathan comes from the 
Book of  Job in the Bible and, in ancient 
Hebrew, can be construed to mean, “to 
couple with a dragon,” in this case an 

Breaking News
increasingly powerful if  
headless government. For 
those on the right and left 
who worry that the virus 
lockdown and recent ri-
ots are pushing us into an 
Orwellian future in which 
our every move and action 
can be monitored and con-
trolled by an app or a vac-
cination, those fears seem 
increasingly real. 

 In this sense, protesters 
who occupied state capitols 
with AR-15s and George 
Floyd demonstrators have 

much in common. It’s the old horseshoe 
theory of  political science where right and 
left extremes bend to come together. Ex-
cept for hating each other, I don’t really 
know what either political party stands for 
anymore, so muddled have so-called left 
and right philosophies become. 

That’s not breaking news. 
After all this is over, how much of  

an increased police and military control, 
curfews, lockdowns, rationing of  essential 
supplies, medical care, and curbs on our 
freedom will be relinquished? Will gov-
ernment give up such advantageous tools 
of  control once these crises have ebbed? 
When ex-Generals like the Marine John 
Allen, former commander of  US forces 
in Afghanistan, grimly talk about current 
crises as the “beginning of  the end of  the 
American experiment,” I want to reach for 
a Hemlock cocktail like another philoso-
pher, Socrates. Or a shot of  Jack Daniels. 

These days I can’t seem to think 
clearly about all the breaking news. It’s a 
continuous, confusing, changing kaleido-
scope of  a mess. Equally blurry on the fu-
ture, I once again turn to philosophy for a 
little understanding. A little. 

The early 19th century philosopher, 
Georg Wilhelm Hegel, once wrote that 
“The owl of  Minerva flies only at dusk,” 
generally taken to mean that we finally 
come to understand a historical period or 
crisis only as it passes away. Yet I’d like to 
know sooner before I pass away. 

If  I didn’t like Hobbes, I certainly 
didn’t comprehend much about Hegel, 
but I think the owl meant wisdom and un-
derstanding, something we all should be 
looking to find. I’d like that kind of  break-
ing news.
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•the past & the present• 

At Carolina Way

828-526-2665 • 442 Carolina Way

The 
Custom 
House

Going out of Business
STOREWIDE SALE

50% OFF
• Lighting
• Pottery

• Rugs
• Pillows

•     Cuslom Jeveler 

Full Service Jeweler • Repairs • Restorations • Appraisals 

152 S. 2nd Street I Highlands, NC I 828-526-5858 
www.JannieBeanDesigns.com 

GEM SHOW | Wed., July 8 - Sat., July 11
OPEN HOUSE

Wed. Evening, July 8 • 5-8p
Sip on wine and nibble on

chocolates and savories while 
viewing rare and beautiful gems! 

Tsavorite, Sapphires, Rubelite, 
Aquamarine, Rhodalite Garnets, 
Rubies, Peridot and much more.

Jannie Bean will be available for consultations Thurs.- Sat.

Wilbanks Smile Center

706-886-9439 • 800-884-9439
278 East Doyle St. • Toccoa, GA

COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF

You are only 50 miles away from 40 years experience in 
top-notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch. 

www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com

• Dental Implants • Root Canal Therapy
• SINGLE VISIT CROWNS! 

• Orthodontics including Invisalign  
• Wisdom Teeth Extractions 

and of course ...
• Fillings and Cleanings

(IV Sedation, too)

Dr. Joseph H. Wilbanks, D.D.S.

the House and the Senate unani-
mously. The measure provides 
an additional $150 million to 
support local governments and 
$100 million for state agencies 
from federal funds provided by 
the CARES (Coronavirus Aid, 
Relief, and Economic Security) 
Act. North Carolina received 
a total of  $4 billion in federal 
funding, with the first round of  
funds distributed in April which 
amounted to about half  of  the 
amount allocated by the federal 
government. 

The new federal dollars will 
provide an additional $7 million 
for PPE (Personal Protective 
Equipment) for schools systems 
across the state this Fall and an 
additional $5 million in grant 
funding for the Department of  
Public Instruction to provide 
schools to provide access to ser-
vices for exceptional children 
who have lost critical services as 
a result of  COVID19. Although 
the fate of  schools this fall has 
yet to be determined on the 
state level, Gov. Cooper said $7 
million is a good start, but not 
enough for the entire state to op-
erate under. 

“This bill includes funding 
for personal protective equip-
ment for our schools, but we 
need to work together do more. 
It also helps ensure that summer 
feeding operations can continue 
to provide meals for children 
who can’t be at school, which 
is critical for our families right 
now,” said Gov. Cooper. 

For the second round of  
stimulus funds, larger counties 
in the state -- more than 500,000 
residents -- received 45% of  
the funds directly from the U.S. 
Treasury. Smaller counties like 
Macon County will receive an 
even share of  the additional 
$150 million and are required to 
disperse 25% to its municipali-
ties. The first round of  funding 
left it up to the counties whether 
the municipalities would receive 

a portion of  the funds, and if  so, 
the amount they would receive. As 
part of  Macon County’s budget 
passed at the beginning of  June, 
both the town of  Franklin and 
town of  Highlands were given 
$60,000 each of  the $150,000 the 
county received. 

 To aid small businesses in the 
state, House Bill 1023 includes $15 
million for job retention grants 
for businesses and nonprofits 
that were excluded from the fed-
eral Paycheck Protection Program. 
The package also sets aside fund-
ing for tourism, marketing and 

technology advances for the state.
To address the increase in 

mental health services, the spend-
ing package includes $6 million for 
the Department of  Health and 
Human Services for rehabilitation 
centers, mental health facilities, 
group homes and funding for chil-
dren living in foster care. 

Rural hospitals were specifi-
cally allocated an additional $2.5 
million of  a larger $9.5 million 
grant funds from the bill, and free 
& charitable clinics and the North 
Carolina Community Health Cen-
ter Association were granted an 
additional $5 million. 

...RELIEF continued from page 1

Advertising in Highlands Newspaper and online at 
www.highlandsinfo.com WORKS. 

For information, call 828-200-1371 or email: 
highlandseditor@aol.com
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•spirituaLLy speaking • Proverbs 3:5 • pLaces to Worship •
BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965

Sundays: School:10 a.m., Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting:7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore, Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Wes Sharpe, Pastor 828-743-5298
Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30

Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30 
CHAPEL OF THE SKY

Sky Valley, GA • 706-746-2999 
Sundays: 10 a.m.:Worship 

Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-4011 
464 US Hwy 64 east, Cashiers 

9:30a Early Service; 11a Worship Service; 
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY, CASHIERS

Pastor Brent Metcalf • 743-5470
Sun.10:45am, S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.

Tues. Guys study 8am, Gals 10am.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC 

Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sun.: 9:30am: Sunday School10:30am: Middle & High School; 

10:45am: Child. Program,10: 45am: Worship
Wed.: 5pm Dinner ($7 adult, $2 child), 6pm CBC U.

COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY
706.746.3144• 696 Sky Valley Way #447, 

Pastor Gary Hewins
Worship: Sun. 9 a.m., with Holy Communion the 1st & 3rd 
Sun.; Tues: Community Supper 5:30 followed by Bible Study. 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. W. Bentley Manning • 526-2968
Monday-Friday: Morning Prayer at 8:15a. Sundays: 8 am 

Holy Eucharist Rite I; 9 am Sunday School; 10:30 am Holy 
Eucharist Rite II. Childcare available at 10:30

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org

Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor• 220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Choir 5p; Prayer Mtg 6:15p 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors 

526-3175 • fpchighlands.org
Sun.: Worship 8:30a Adult Ed.: 9:30a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.

Mondays: Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast 8 a.m. 
Wed: Choir:6p

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 

Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS

Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N, 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers

www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter: 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH

Hwy 107N. • Glenville, NC • 743-2729 • Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a, Worship 11a & 7p, Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed, Pastor 828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  
Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson

670 N. 4th Street (next to the Highlands Civic Center)
Sun.: Morning Worship 10:45a., Evening Worship, 6p. 

Wednesday: Prayer Service, 6:30 p.
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Pastor Randy Lucas 526-3376
Sun: School 9:45a.; Worship 9:09,10:50.; Youth 5:30 p.

Wed: Supper: 5:15; youth, & adults activities: 6; Handbell 
rehearsal, 6:15; Choir Rehearsal 7. (nursery provided ); 7pm 

Intercessory Prayer Ministry 
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA

Chaplain Margaret Howell • 2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
Sun: School and Adult discussion group 9:30 a.m.;  

Worship/Communion:10:30; Early-Bird Christmas Eve service of 
Lessons and Carols, Sunday, Dec. 22, 10:30 am. 

All are welcome.
HEALING SERVICE on the 5th Sunday of the month.

MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah

Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11, Choir:6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE

at St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin • 828-524-9463
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 

743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church,  

4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 
Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 

OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone – 526-2418
Mass: Thurs. 12:10; Fri. 9am; Sun: 11 a.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby

Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 
ST. JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Mass: Thurs. 9am, Fri., 11am; Sun. 9am 

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S., Office: 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood
June-Sept: Sunday Services: Rite I, 8a, Rite II, 9:15 & 11a

Nursery available for Rite II services
Sept 6-Oct 25-Informal Evening Eucharist-5:30 p.m. 

Thursday: Noon Healing Service with Eucharist.
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 

85 Sierra Drive, Franklin • uufranklin.org  
Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 

WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers

Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am

John 3:16

• See SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING page 19

Fr. Jason Barone
Our Lady of the Mountains 
Catholic Church

Not Even Popes 
Get 

Everything 
They Want

Father Reginald Foster is a Milwaukee-born Carmel-
ite priest who began his studies in Rome in 1962. 
After excelling exceedingly in his knowledge of  the 

Latin language, he was asked to become one of  the Pope’s 
latinists, to which he replied “Certissime!” or “absolutely!” 

At the time, Father Foster was teaching Latin at the 
Pontifical Gregorian University, and over the decades, 
would become famous in the Church for his genius, bril-
liant teaching style, and his eccentricities. One of  his famous 
lines would be told to a student unable to answer a question: 
“even the dogs in ancient Rome understood Latin!”

Over four decades, beginning in 1969, Father Foster 
also became a legend in the Latin office of  the Vatican. 
Nearly every document in need of  an official Latin transla-
tion, from papal encyclicals to gratulatory notes to the U.S. 
for the moon landing, bore his fingerprint or at least ap-
proval. He even helped the Vatican ATMs offer Latin as a 
possible language.

During his time at the Vatican, Father Foster served 
four popes: Pope Paul VI (1963-1978), Pope John Paul I 
(1978), Pope John Paul II (1978-2005), and Pope Benedict 
XVI (2005-2013). 

When John Paul II was elected, he immediately began 
signing his name: Joannes Paulus II. To the common viewer, 
this may not mean much; however, to a Latinist, the letter 
“J” would stand out; and to Father Foster, it was a disaster. 
As a Latin purist, he preferred using the letter “I,” since J’s 
were not used during the golden age of  Latin around the 
time of  Christ but were invented in the medieval period.

Without delay, Father Foster sent the Pope a note ask-
ing His Holiness to use an “I.” A response came: quod 
scripsi scripsi or “what I have written, I have written,” bibli-

Tomb of Pope John Paul II.



Highlands Police entries 
from June 30. Only the names 
of persons arrested, issued a 
Class-3 misdemeanor or public 
officials have been used.

June 30
• At 12:05 p.m., officers re-

sponded to a 2-vehicle accident on 
Main Street.

July 1
• At 9:55 a.m., officers respond-

ed to a 2-vehicle accident on Main 
Street.

July 2
• At 8:28 p.m., officers respond-

ed to a call of destruction to prop-
erty and aggravated assault in the 
Mountain Fresh parking lot where 
a man was waving a knife at victims 
and stabbed thier tire valued at 
$150.

• At 5:17 p.m., officers respond-
ed to a 2-vehcile accident on Big 
Bear Pen Road.

July 3
• At 9:15 a.m., Highlands Police 

Department, assisted by Macon 
County Sheriff ’s Office, arrested 

24-year-old Matthew Huante, of High-
lands, on warrants for two offenses 
of Misdemeanor Assault. These war-
rants were issued in connection with 
an investigation of an assault with a 
knife (not inflicting injury) which hap-
pened during the evening of July 2, 
2020. Huante was given a $4,000 se-
cured bond by Magistrate J. Brogden. 
His trial date is Sept. 1, 2020.

July 5
• At 5:30 a.m., officers responded 

to a call of someone entering the 
gated pool area of the rec park after 
hours.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue 
log from June 30.

June 30
• At 11:56 a.m., the dept. provid-

ed public assistance at a location on 
Buck Creek Road.

July 1
• At midnight, the dept. was first-

responders to a location on Main 
Street.

• At 3:43 p.m., the dept. was first-
responders to a location on Hickory 

•poLice & fire reports•
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...SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING continued from 26

Lane.
July 3
• At 9:21 a.m., the dept. respond-

ed to a call of the smell of smoke in 
the vicinity of Raoul Road.

July 4
• At 12:15 p.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a fire alarm at a location 
on Cullasaja Drive.

• At 4:07 p.m., the dept. respond-
ed to a fire alarm at a residence on 
Ravenel Ridge Road

LAP SWIM (18+)
Monday-Friday • 6am-10am 

(6 lanes, 3 lanes required circle swim lanes)
Monday-Thursday • 5pm-7pm (1-2 lanes) (Shared Pool)

Saturday • 10am-11am (6 lanes)
WATER AEROBICS

Monday-Friday 10:15am-11am
PUBLIC SWIM

Monday-Thursday 11am-7pm
Friday & Saturday 11am-6pm

Sunday 1pm-6pm
RESTRICTIONS – MASKS REQUIRED ON DECK

No Pool Parties Available until further notice
Pool will be limited to 30 swimmers at a time.

Temperatures will be taken at sign in
Front office, bathrooms, showers and dressing rooms are open. Lockers are closed.

No equipment will be available for water aerobics or lap swim
Reservations for lap swim will not be available after Friday June 26

 Call the Pool at (828)526-1595 for more information.
NOTE:

The Civic Center is still closed while the town awaits Governor Roy Cooper’s 
Phase 3 annoucement.

•rec park neWs•

Pool Hours Starting Saturday, June 27

July 5
• At 8:59 a.m., the dept. respond-

ed to a fire alarm at a residence on 
Mrytle Speed Road.

• At 1:50 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a Co2 alarm at a resi-
dence on Pipers Court.

July 6
• At 3:16 p.m., the dept. was 

first-responders to a residence on 
Buckberry Road.

cal words taken from, of  all people, Pon-
tius Pilate. 

Such was a momentary defeat for Fa-
ther Foster and the purists. However, an 
opportunity for the final word came upon 
the death of  John Paul in 2005. 

One could imagine the extensive 
planning for the death of  a Pope, especial-

ly if  his decline was as slow as John Paul’s. 
However, one detail John Paul overlooked 
was the precise inscription on his headstone. 
Tasked, as usual, for official Latin scripts, 
Father Foster found his opportunity and 
happily overlooked the Latin for the Pope’s 
tomb: Ioannes Paulus II.

Sherry Holt, Outgoing President of The 
Rotary Club of Highlands, is shown pre-

senting  the Rotarian of the Year Award to 
Dr. Slocum Howland in recognition of his 
Dedicated Service and Loyal Devotion to 

the Ideals of Rotary. 
Slocum joined The Rotary Club of High-
lands in September, 2003, has served the 

Club in seveal capacities, the most recent 
was Sargent At Arms.  

Howland named 
‘Rotarian of the 

Year’
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209 N. 4th Street
(Corner of N. 4th and Oak streets 

upstairs across from Town Hall. 

Phone: 828-526-3241
Fax: 828-482-9019
Email: rachelbkelleyllc@gmail.com

Rachel B. Kelley, PMHNP-BC
ARNP - Board Certified
Psychiatric • Mental Health
Medication Management
Positive Wellness

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 new log cabins 
nestled in the hemlocks 
on 25 acres at the base 

of Whiteside 
Mountain.

,:. 
VIVA WELLNESS 
526-1566

CBD � HEALS 
• 50 mg CBD 30 Pressed Tabs

• 50 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps
• I 00 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps

• CBD cream and balm
Also Available: 

Far Infrared Sauna Capsule 
Massage Spa Capsule 

5 Cotta e Row • U.S. 64 East 
Whole Body Vibration

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing

• House Maintenance
• Drywall Repair

• Deck Repair
Quality Work • Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com

828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

Mendoza 
Tree Expert
Quality Tree Care 

& Removal •16+ years

828-200-9217
Fully Insured 

estimates@mendozatree.com
www.mendozatree.com

FIREWOOD FOR SALE

We accept al l  credit cards

Bill Barber 
Homes

billbarber22@gmail.com
billbarberhomes.com

(828)
226-9696

We have a special knack for 
keeping your taxes on track

Brophy & Associates
Consulting, LLC

Robbin Brophy
Enrolled Agent
(828) 558-4300

• Tax return preparation for small 
 businesses and individuals
• QuickBooks training and 
 bookkeeping services
• IRS/State representation

367 Dellwood Rd., Bldg. E, Ste. 3
Waynesville, NC 28786

(828) 558-4300 office • (833) 234-4881 fax
brophytax.com

robbin@brophytax.com

(828) 482-9374
(772) 532-0706

The Highlands Barbershop

Open Mon.-Sat.
10a to 5p

Looking for a church home? 
Wayfarers Unity Chapel is a non denominational, 
inclusive church located at 182 Wayfarer Lane, off 

Highway 246 in Dillard, GA, just 1.7 miles from 
Highway 441 

Social time begins at 9:30 and services 
begin at 10 a.m. on Sundays

Visit our website www.wayfarersunity.org 
for more information, or call 706-746-3303

446 Oak Street 
across from the park.

Enter from Oak Street



chestnut storage

Look for our sign!
10890 Buck Creek Rd. - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Rd near the hospital 

Storage Units Available
Secure 24 Hour Access

Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms

Call today to find out why we’re
“Highland’s Premier Facility”

828-482-1045

Ryan M. Bears
Broker

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784

Ryan@patallenrealtygroup.com

MORALESPAINTINGANDSERVICES@GMAIL.COM

706.982.9768
828-226.5347

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING • LAWN MAINTENANCE
HOUSE MAINTENANCE • QUALITY WORK

FULLY INSURED

Highlands Automotive

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

NC
Inspection

Station

Service
&

Repair

• Residential or  
Commercial 

• Over 40 Years  
Experience 

• Fast and Dependable
• FREE Estimates

• FREE Pick-up and 
Delivery

American 
Upholstery 

Same Phone Numbers:
(864) 638-9661 cell: (864) 710-9106

WE HAVE MOVED TO

Sample Books Available

Billingsley 
Turf Management 
and Landscaping 

For all of your 
turf and landscaping projects, 

Call 828-526-2258

105 Ashley Drive • Walhalla, SC 29691
(Same Owners: Morris & Rachel Bible)
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SHARBRADOR 
Quality Asphalt Sealing 

&. Small Repairs 
Free Evaluations with nmely Quotes 

Call or Text: 828-526-9347 

~Excellent communication 
~Fully insured ~Quality work 

Set up a time that will work for YOU, whether 
you prefer to be there or not is up to you. 

specializing in thorough brush-on 
application and consistent, clean finish 

HIGH PRESSURE WASHING IS OUT!
LOW PRESSURE SOFT WASH IS IN!

BIZ CARD ADS
BW $17 • COLOR $22

CLASSIFIEDS
$6 for 10 words

20 cents each additional word
$2 for color highlight

$5 for graphic
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•cLassifieDs•
ITEMS FOR SALE 
UTILITY TRAILER 4’ 

by 8’ bed, 26” wheels, $375. 
good condition in Highlands 
504-606-6515 (st. 7/2)

CATS/KITTENS – $5 
each. orange & white or Tan 
& white. Text 828-200-0397

PROCAM INFARED 
HEATER, new in box,15000 
BTU. $125.00 941-920-6016 
(cell). (6/18)

SOLOFLEX HOME 
GYM with butterfly, and 
leg attachments. List price is 
$3380, asking $1000 OBO. 
434-242-1174 (st. 5/21)

E-Z UP 10X10 VEN-
DOR TENT with sidewalls 
& weights. Excellent condition. 
$170. 828-526-1031 (st. 1/30) 

FIREWOOD FOR 
SALE. Call or text Matt at 
706-239-0880. (st. 9/26)

WANTED 
COMIC BOOKS – Buy 

/ Sell. Call Bob @ 302-530-
1109 (9/24)

TO BUY COLT PY-
THON. THE OLDER THE 
BETTER. Call 526-9803. (st. 
7/2)

FULL HOUSE GAL-
LERY in Highlands Plaza 
is now open and accepting 
CONSIGNMENT FURNI-
TURE. Please call or text Su-
san at 828-526-6004. (st. 3/19)

WANTED TO BUY: 
US & Foreign COINS & CUR-
RENCY. Top prices paid, free 
appraisals, call Dan at 828-
421-1616 or email danhaza-
zer@gmail.com (8/13)

HARLEY DAVIDSON 
MOTORCYCLE MEMO-
RABILIA. Call Sandra La 
Jeunesse at 828-371-2214. 

HELP WANTED
FULL-TIME, SEA-

SONAL - 40 hours guar-
anteed until October 31. 
Employment in Highlands 
Falls Community Association 

Maintenance Department 
wanted for help with roads, 
water, sewer, etc. Could be-
come year-round with bene-
fits. Please Call 828-526-2203 
or 828-200-9763. (7/9)) 

THE LOG CABIN res-
taurant, downtown Highlands, 
is hiring all positions includ-
ing sous chef, front of house 
manager, servers, line cooks 
and handymanlandscaper to 
start immediately. Call 828 
526-5777 or email jason@
logcabinhighlands.com. (st. 
6/11)

FULL-TIME SECU-
RITY GUARD Position in 
Highlands. Please call 706-982-
5526. (6/18)

LUXURY LODGE 
MANAGER needed for 
live in position. Prefer a local 
couple/individual to entertain, 
offer cooking classes and main-
tain facility while enjoying living 
in an exceptional facility. Must 
have impeccable references 
and some experience in hospi-
tality/maintence.mrpaulkrk@
yahoo.com. (st. 6/11) 

LOCAL TREE COM-
PANY HIRING – Jesse’s Tree 
Service, LLC, local to the High-
lands, NC area is seeking both 
tree climbers and grounds/
cleanup crew. Pat experience 
a plus but company will train. 
Salary is based on experience. 
We ae looking for reliable, 
drug-free, hard working indi-
viduals. Driver’s license and a 
clean driving record a plus. If 
interested, please call owner, 
Jesse Finley at 828-342-1974 
to set up an interview. (st. 6/4) 

NOW HIRING PART- 
AND FULL-TIME AS-
SOCIATES FOR RETAIL 
STORE. Must be willing to 
work weekends and holidays. 
Call Shannon at 526-8864 or 
email Shannon@dutchmans-
designs.com (st. 6/4) 

NOW HIRING AT 
WILD THYME . We are 
looking for a sous chef, wait-
staff, and hostess. Must have 
positive attitude and reliable 
transportation. Apply in person 
at Wild Thyme Gourmet in 
Town Square on Main Street 
in Highlands. Please no phone 
calls. (st. 5/28) 

WOLFGANGS is look-
ing for a Sous Chef with a 
solid track record. for dinner 
prep and service. Need to be 
creative. Also waitstaff, backer. 
Best award of Wine Spectator. 
Please email mindygreen@
me.com for either position. 
(st. 5/28)

O L D  E DWA R D S 
HOSPITALITY is currently 
recruiting for the following 
positions: 

Madison’s: Server, Host/
Hostess, busser, Asst. Pastry 
Chef, Pastry Cook, Cook, 
Dishwasher 

Four65 Server, Host/
Hostess, Cook and Dishwasher 

Half Mile Farm: Server 
Old Edwards Club: 

Cook, Server 
Old Edwards Inn: Night 

Auditor, Housekeepers, Turn-
down Attendants, Houseman 

Spa: Cosmetologist, Cer-
tified Massage Therapist, Spa 
Attendant 

Admin: Part-time Mar-
keting Assistant. 

Please apply online at 
www.oldedwardsinn.com/ca-
reers

JOIN OUR TEAM! Nec-
tar Juice Bar (located inside 
Whole Life Market) is now 
hiring! Are you looking for a 
fun, healthy-minded individual 
looking for full-time, year-
round work? Experience is not 
necessary, but kitchen or baris-
ta skills a plus. Competitive pay! 
Apply at Whole Life Market, 
680 N. 4th St., Highlands. 

CHESTNUT HILL 
is an upscale Assisted Living 
Community in search of a Di-
etary Cook, CNAs, Med Techs, 
Wait Staff and Housekeeping. 
Send resume to Lindabtiff@
aol.com or call 828-526-5251. 
(st. 2/13)

RANDEVU now hiring 
waitstaff, hostess and expe-
diter. Call 828-743-0190. (st. 
2/27)

EMPLOYMENT OP-
PORTUNITIES AVAIL-
ABLE AT HIGHLANDS 
SMOKEHOUSE. Hiring 
line cooks, and front of the 
house. Commitment to excel-
lence in food quality and guest 
service. We are proud of the 
products and service we pro-
vide, we create experiences 
not just sell food. Offering 
defined, sane schedules and 
healthy work environment al-
lowing for a balanced life. Very 
cooperative pay. Food service 
experience preferred. Tobacco 
free workplace. Contact us 
at Smokehouserecruiting@
gmail.com (st. 5/2)

SALES ASSOCIATE 
HIGH END RETAIL 
CLOTHING STORE IN 
HIGHLANDS AND CA-
SHIERS, NC. Full time, part 
time and seasonal. Inquire to 
828-200-0928. (st. 3/38) 

SERVICES 
HOUSEKEEPING BY 

ZAMANTHA. Please text 
or leave a voicemail at 828-
347-3771. (st. 5/28) 

HIGHLANDS-CA-
SHIERS HANDYMAN: 
Repairs, remodeling, paint-
ing, pressure washing, minor 
plumbing and electric, decks 
and additions. Free Estimates. 
Insured. Call 828-200-4071. 
(6/11)

HIGHLANDS HAN-
DI-MAN – Can fix anything 
inside or out. Carpentry, In-

terior and exterior painting, 
pressure washing, lawn care, 
hauling. and will monitor 
house during winter. Free 
Estimates. References. Call 
Tony. 828-200-5770 or 828-
482-0159. (st. 3/26) 

GUTTER CLEAN-
ING, METAL ROOF & 
FABRICATON roof re-
pairs, chimney flashing, debris 
removal, pressure washing. 
Call 371-1103. (st. 6/27/19)

HIGH COUNTRY 
PHOTO/KEVIN VIN-
SON: scanning photos, 
slides & negatives to CD 
or DVD for easier view-
ing. Video transfer to DVD. 
Everything done in house. 
Leave message at 828-526-
5208. (st. 6/4) 

REAL ESTATE FOR 
RENT

ROOM FOR RENT – Spa-
cious Scaly Mountain Home w/
caring roommates. $500/month. 
610.955.9356. (st. 7/9) 

REAL ESTATE FOR 
SALE

4 UNIQUELY BEAU-
TIFUL CULLASAJA 
RIVERFRONT LOTS 
in Eco community located 
between Franklin and High-
lands on Hwy 28 N. $79K to 
$99K. (828) 371-7940. (7/2) 

5 LOTS. 3.22 ACRES. 
Borders NSFS. VIEWS. Well, 
septics, utilities, roads in-
stalled. PRIVATE. Multiple 
exit/entry. 2/2 residence. 
ask ing  $186 ,000 Ca l l 
828.482.2050. 

SIX ACRES ON 
BUCK CREEK ROAD 
behind Highlands-Cashiers 
Hospital. Sign on property. 
843-460-8015. (st. 5/30) 

2 / 2  C L AY T O N 
H O M E  I N  L O W-
ER CLEAR CREEK. 
1+acre ,P r i v a te . V i ew. 
$118,000. Call 706.782.9728 
(st. 9/5) 



Main Street Inn & Bistro 
828-526-2590 • mainstreet-inn.com

“Ace is the Place.”

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

3

www.highlandsiscalling.com
828-526-3717 

11

Country Club Properties
“Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals.”
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2 “Highlands is calling  
and I must go.”

6

Suzanne McDavid
Broker

cell: (678) 276-6133 • Off: (828) 526-8300

401 N 5th St., Highlands

SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery
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33
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Mitzi Rauers, Broker 
404-218-9123 

mitzi@meadowsmtnrealty.com
meadowsmountainrealty.com

13

K-H Park

Martin-Lipscomb 
Performing Arts Center 

(PAC)

Top 12% 
of 

Brokers 
in 2019

Sotheby’s
is the top

firm in
Highlands 
since 2013 

Andrea Gabbard

c 828.200.6742

o 828.526.8300
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com
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“Local Expertise. Global Connections.”
114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706

Sheryl Wilson

Licensed in NC and GA
Doug Helms
828.226.2999

Clif Gottwals
303.887.7479

P H ALMER    OUSE
PROPERTIES

ELEVATED



cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

242 S. 4th St. & Pop up 
on Main Street

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

828-526-2338

30  ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

Open Year-Round • 7 days a week
343-D Main Street. • 526-4035

Open 
Inside 

&
Outside
11a-4p

5:30-til?

8

9

Jody Lovell • 828.226.6303

www.wildthymegourmet.com

Pat Allen 
Broker-in-charge

Cell: 828-200-9179 
pat@patallenrealtygroup.com 

Office: 828-526-8784
295 Dillard Road

Highlands, NC 28741

 5 Not the Biggest ... Just the Best!
www.patallenrealtygroup.com 

BROKERS:

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

Top Producers for 15 Years

6

Kurt Barbee
828-545-7272
Ryan Bears

803-271-5426
Darlene Conley 

404-427-2448 
Christy Harris
404-229-8737 

Rick Harrison
404-906-5113 

Sam McPherson
678-378-5413
John Morris 
770-401-3386 
Julie Osborn
828-200-6165
Cy Timmons 
828-200-9762

Steve Sheppard
404-219-1349

• #1 Broker Highlands/
Cashiers MLS 2001-2019

• #1 Broker North Carolina 
2016/2017

• Top 2 Broker North Carolina 
2018 per Real Trends

Investing in Life – On a Whole New Level

Susie deVille
Broker Associate

828-371-2079

Pat Gleeson
Owner, BIC

828-782-0472

Bee Gleeson 
Broker Associate

404-307-1415

Chris Duffy 
Broker Associate

828-526-6763

125 South 4th Street, Highlands • (828) 526-8118 
www.WhiteOakRG.com

Christal Green 
Broker Assoc./Office Admin.

828-200-9699

Tom Bean
Broker Associate

828-526-6383

474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

Serving 6 days a week
(Closed Tuesdays)

Bistro 4p
Dining Room 5:30p

Please call 
for reservations

Reservations: 526-4906

Paoletti

Open for 
Limited Inside 

Dining
Everyday 

4-8p

Re-opening for dinner
Fri., July 17 beginning

at 5 p.m.


