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Like a lot of  other traditions 
and events this year, there will be 
no public “Wreaths Across Amer-
ica Ceremony” on Saturday, De-
cember 19th.  

A video of  the ceremony will 
be made available via the Facebook 
page (https://www.facebook.

The US Food and Drug Ad-
ministration granted emergency 
use authorization to Pfizer and Bi-
oNTech’s vaccine last Friday, and 
it’s widely expected to grant EUA 
to Moderna’s similar vaccine next 
week. Vaccinations began rolling 
out Monday.

According to Nancy Lindell, 
director of  public and media rela-
tions HCA Healthcare/Mission, 
the vaccine is scheduled to arrive 
at Mission by the end of  this week.

“However, that schedule has 
already changed once, so it may 
change again,” she said.

“Mission” could mean sev-
eral locations across the state, but 
Lindell said Mission Hospital in 
Asheville is the receiving location 
for the vaccine that will be distrib-
uted to the five regional locations 
associated with HCA, Mission’s 
parent company. 

“This first week, we are re-

By Brittney Lofthouse
At Monday night’s Board 

of  Education meeting, the board 
OK’d Highlands School Principal 
Brian Jetter’s request to make the 
week after Christmas break virtual.

The first day back in January 
is Monday, Jan. 4 – a teacher 
workday which means no students 
were to be in school. 

Tuesday, Jan 5, Wednesday, 
Jan 6, and Thursday, Jan 7, were 
supposed to be in-person student 
days and Friday, Jan 8, a remote 
day like usual.

“I requested to change the 
school calendar to make those 
three days of  in-person school 
remote days. That means the 
whole first week in January would 
be remote, like we did after Labor 
Day,” said Jetter.

With this change Mon, Jan 11, 

Highlands 
School to go 
virtual week 

of Jan. 4

• See VIRTUAL page 17

com/WAAHighlandsNC) the 
week of  December 20th.

Anyone wishing to volunteer 
to help place wreaths can arrive 
at Highlands Cemetery between 
12:30-2pm on Saturday, December 
19th.  

Mission could get vaccine 
dosages by end of week

• See VACCINE page 15

Since the state requires mu-
nicipalities with zoning to have a 
Comprehensive Plan and to up-
date their Unified Development 

Ordinance by July 1, 2022, over 
the past couple months the town 
has been working on fulfilling that 
requirement.

A few months back, the town 
hired Stewart, Inc., to oversee the 
process of  putting a comprehen-

Comprehensive Plan survey still ‘hot’
If you want a ‘say’ in the future of Highlands, fill it out

The Highlands Pool Complex 
has experienced an exposure from 
someone who has tested positive 
for Covid-19. 

Staff  has been in contact with 
the Macon County Public Health 
Department and is following its 
recommendations. 

Therefore, the pool was 
closed Monday, December 14th 
for proper sanitation and cleaning. 

Due to the exposure of  the 
lifeguard staff  on duty at the time 
of  the exposure, public swim will 
be closed until further notice. 

However, morning lap swim, 
morning adult swim and morning 
water aerobics can continue.

According to Rec Park Di-
rector Lester Norris, the person 
on duty in the morning wasn’t 

COVID closes Rec pool to 
afternoon/evening swimmingAnnual ‘Wreaths Across 

America’ to be virtual

Each year, Highlands Boy Scout troop helps distribute wreaths and flags to 
veterans’ gravesites in Highlands Memorial Park.        – Photo by Brian O’Shea
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Tonight is the December 
Town Board Meeting 
by way of  Zoom. It will 

begin with public comment 
at 7pm. If  someone wants to 
make a public comment call 
Town Hall at (828) 526-2118 
before 4:30. Please give your 
name and a phone number or 
email address that can identify 
you at the Zoom meeting. Or, 
email comments to me at may-
or@highlandsnc.org, and I will 
read the comment to the other 
commissioners. The Zoom information is 
on the town website.

I had hoped that we would be back to 
in person meetings by now, but with the 
continuing spread of  COVID, I think it will 
be sometime toward the spring before in 
person meetings resume.

In a related matter, I was on a Zoom 
meeting Tuesday morning hosted by county 
emergency services concerning the COVID 
vaccine distribution. The county’s proce-
dures follow a four phase administration 
plan developed by federal and state gov-
ernments. Phase 1 will get underway next 

week with the vaccination of  
frontline medical personnel 
and first responders, followed 
by folks in nursing homes and 
those who are very vulnerable 
to COVID-19. Phase 2 will fo-
cus on frontline workers such as 
teachers and police. People 65 
and over will be included in this 
phase. Phase 3 will be focused 
on students, K-12 through col-
lege. Phase 4 will be for the re-
maining population. The county 
will be setting up a vaccination 

program similar to the existing testing pro-
gram that they already administer. More 
information will be released as soon as pos-
sible.

On tonight’s agenda is a public hearing 
to refinance the Fiber Construction Loan. 
The refinancing is required because our po-
tential contract with Hotwire may result in 
the town making a profit over the 25-year 
lease period, which impacts the tax status of  
the loan. Again, if  someone wants to make 
a public comment, call Town Hall or email 
me.

The board will also be reviewing a set 
of  change orders for the construction of  
the network. The changes will not increase 
the cost of  the project for the town, but 
they need to made as soon as possible. 

The board will also go into closed ses-
sion to discuss with our attorneys several is-
sues related to the development of  the con-
tract with Hotwire. The attorneys and staff  
are seeking board direction on several items.

Also on the agenda is a discussion of  
the Laurel Street Alley that connects Lau-
rel to Spruce Street. For years the alley had 
been incorrectly located on the old funeral 
home property. In a survey by potential 
buyers of  property, it was revealed that the 
alley should be relocated on existing town 
property between the funeral home and 
Mountain Findings. The board will decide 
whether to relocate the alley or close it to 
public traffic.

I want to send out Happy Hanukkah 
wishes. This Festival of  Lights ends Friday. 
Whether we are celebrating Hanukkah or 
Christmas, we all need an abundance of  
light in our lives as we move toward what 
may be a dark winter.

Hotwire contract, COVID and more
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by Old Edwards
G l e n   C o v e

Live a life of adventure and wellness in the beautiful Norton area of Cashiers, North Carolina. 
Abundant leisure amenities include a wellness center, heated mineral pool, 

entertainment barn with golf simulator lounge and 12-hole, par-3 golf course.

Call today for a tour.  |  828.526.1783  |  GlenCoveLifestyle.com
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Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round.
Gourmet Foods, Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Open inside
and

Outside

•HigHlanDs area Dining Directory•

828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah
www.ontheverandah.com

US 64 west • Highlands
Open 4p-8p
Fri. & Sat.
Everyday 
Dec. 26-31

Inside, 
limited seating
& Take-out 

Tues. - Sat.
Dinner starts at

5:30 p.m.
Take-out & curbside 

delivery, too

Lunch: 11a-4p - 7 days
Dinner: 5:30p- until

6 days

Open Daily except Wednesday

Asia HouseAsia House
Japanese • Asian• Thai Cuisine

828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900
151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

Temporary Hours
12-9p 

Open for Take-out ONLY
Please order ahead

In-town delivery available
(min. delivery order $50)

CASUAL DINING IN A 
HISTORIC 1924 LOG CABIN 

_MENUS PRINTED DAIL1-

Dinner Nightly 5 PM 
Monday-Saturday

Lunch 12:00 - 2:30 PM 
Friday & Saturday

Join us for 
Lunch & Dinner

130 Log Cabin Lane
828-526-5777

(Closed Wed. for dinner)

474 Main street 
828.526.3807 
wolf gangs.net 

American cuisine with a 
Creole twist and a German flair!

Serving 6 days a week
(Closed Tuesdays)

Closed Dec. 18-25
Reopening Dec. 26-31

Now taking 
New Year’s Eve reservations

Gift certificates now online 

Taste the difference. Always fresh.

Cafe

WeCaterHighlands.com
828-526-8847

470 Oak St adjacent to the Park in Downtown Highlands

Courtya
rd

& Catering

Cafe is closed but 
we are

Catering and 
filling 

Special Orders

Fresser
s
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•Dining •

Paoletti
828.526.4906

www.paolettis.com

EXCEPTIONAL WINES 
CRAFT COCKTAILS

Main Street Highlands Since 1984

Open Dec. 17-Jan. 2
Dinner every night from 5p
Please call for reservations!

• See LETTERS page 6

Let Dusty’s Prepare Your 
Holiday Sides and Desserts! 

Made in House Heat to Serve Sides 
 Serves 4-6 

Squash Casserole 
Broccoli Casserole 

Green Bean Casserole 
Rosemary Cheese Grits 

Family Favorite Potato Casserole 
Yukon Mashed Potatoes 

   Beef Gravy  
Homemade Rolls 

Made from Scratch Homemade Desserts 
Bourbon Pecan Pie*Apple Pie*Pecan Pie*Buttermilk Pie 

Chocolate Buttermilk Pie 
Holiday Pound Cake 

Wonderful Meat from our Butcher Shop  
Prime Rib, Beef Tenderloin, Crown Pork Roast 

Pork Loin Roast, Ham  
 Place your orders early!  LIMITED SUPPLY! 

 Pickup on 22nd, 23rd or until 1p on the 24th 
Closing at 11pp on December 24th 

Closed December 25--28 
(828)-526-2762 

Wishing you all a Happy Holiday from Dusty, Kitty, Julie, Lou! 

Please contact us for changes in hours 
and offerings for December.

828-200-1371 
highlandseditor@aol.com

•letters•

•obituaries•
Michael Alan Crane “Whitey”, 70 of  

Highlands, passed away Monday, December 
7, 2020. He was born October 1, 1950 in 
Rabun County, GA to the late James Crane 
and Estelle Talley Crane. Michael enjoyed 
spending tome with his beloved family of  
nurses and staff  members at the Fidelia 
Eckerd Living Center where he loved to 
sing, play Bingo and greet visitors. His smile 
and laugh served as a fixture there that will 
be greatly missed. He was known for his 
Buck Dancing and won many contests in his 
younger days. He was a veteran of  the US 
Army and was of  the Baptist faith. 

Michael is survived by two sisters; Sandra Baty of  
Highlands and Marie Bowie of  Liberty, SC, two brothers 
John Crane of  Easley, SC and Tom Crane of  Pickens, SC. 

In addition to his parents, he was preceded 
in death by two brothers; Jim Crane and 
Bill Crane. 

A funeral service will be held at 2:00pm 
Wednesday, December 9, 2020 at the Chapel 
of  Bryant-Grant Funeral Home with the 
Rev. Ralph Campbell officiating. Family will 
receive friends from 1:00pm-2:00pm prior 
to the service. Burial will follow in Scaly 
Mountain Methodist Church Cemetery. 

Pallbearers will be Jimmy Baty, Gerald 
Hedden, Wesley Hedden, Jimmy Ferreyra, 
Roger Baty, Henry Bowie and Timothy 
Hughes 

Bryant-Grant Funeral Home and Crematory is serving 
the Crane family. Online condolences can be made at www.
bryantgrantfuneralhome.com

Homer Wayne Bryson, 92, of  Frank-
lin, passed away on Thursday, December 3, 
2020.

A native of  Macon County, he was the 
son of  the late Lawrence and Lazelle Talley 
Bryson.  In addition to his parents, he was 
preceded in death by his wife of  63 years, 
Evelyn â€œEloiseâ€  Barnes Bryson in 2019; 
two brothers, Wymer Bryson and Wendell 
Bryson; and a sister, Lois Hawkins. Homer 
was a lifelong resident of  Macon County 
and attended Community Baptist Church. 
He loved gardening, farming and could of-
ten be seen riding his John Deere.

Homer is survived by a son Denver 
Bryson (Penny) of  Franklin; four sisters, Opal McCall of  
Highlands, Doris Hicks of  Highlands, Gail Henry of  Lib-
erty, SC and Mae Ivester (Dennis) of  Clayton, GA. He is 
also survived by four grandchildren, Daniel Bryson (Nao-

mi), David Bryson (Robyn), Kristen Brown 
(Noland) and Taylor Lottes (Mickey); and 
nine great grandchildren, Eli, Andy, Colin, 
Ava, Samuel, Olivia, McLain, Lillie, and 
Jensen.  Several nieces, nephews and cous-
ins also survive.

Due to the Covid pandemic, the fam-
ily will have a Celebration of  Life at a later 
date. There will be a private graveside ser-
vice held at the Addington Community 
Cemetery. 

Memorials can be made to the Hos-
pice House Foundation of  WNC, PO Box 
815, Franklin, NC  28744.

Online condolences can be made at 
www.maconfuneralhome.com

Macon Funeral Home is in charge of  the arrange-
ments.

Michael Alan ‘Whitey’ Crane

Homer Wayne Bryson

Dear Editor,
I am writing in response to Past & Present columnist Milton Ready’s piece in the Dec. 3 edition entitled “Who 

speaks for the poor?”
Mr. Ready’s position is that the folks at the bottom economically are forgotten by all. This is partly true. Partly false. 

He concluded that “we should all speak for the poor.” Biblical justice calls us all to help the poor. I am not sure that it 
calls for us to “speak for the poor.” Maybe God is more interested in what we do than he is interested in what we say. 

The truth: life is busy with lots of  concerns and most of  us press ahead daily with items on our own lists of  “to 
do’s.”

We pay our taxes. We give to our churches. And we donate to worthy non-profits that directly help the poor and 
downtrodden in our communities and across the globe. This our concrete response to a call for what Christians call 
“biblical justice.”

Our national government at last count had some 185 different “poverty programs,” states have many, as do coun-
ties and cities and towns across the country. We have thousands of  not-for-profit organizations that specifically help 

Columnist Ready brings up some good points but ...
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• See LETTERS page 7

Wilbanks Smile Center

706-886-9439 • 800-884-9439
278 East Doyle St. • Toccoa, GA

COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF

You are only 50 miles away from 40 years experience in 
top-notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch. 

www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com

• Dental Implants • Root Canal Therapy
• SINGLE VISIT CROWNS! 

• Orthodontics including Invisalign  
• Wisdom Teeth Extractions 

and of course ...
• Fillings and Cleanings

(IV Sedation, too)

Dr. Joseph H. Wilbanks, D.D.S.

...LETTERS continued from page 5
the poor. So we have layers and 
layers of  government and private 
programs to help the poor.

So, I conclude from the evi-
dence described above that Mr. 
Ready’s wholesale indictment of  
our collective failure to look out 
for the poor is partly false. Com-
pared to other times and places 
we Americans give a lot to the 
poor.

Dear Editor,
This letter is in support of  the opinion stated by Alice Nelson in 

her letter entitled “Temps Perdu” in the Dec. 10 edition of  Highlands 
Newspaper.

Don’t get me wrong, I have not been in Highlands as long as 
Alice. Her parents brought her up here as a child and she was raised 
by her family to give back to the community. Alice Monroe Nelson’s 
generosity is legendary. As a long-time member of  the Highlands com-
munity she has seen a lot more changes than I have — and actually 
most of  us have. Her reminder of  what has happened to our beautiful 
town is a wake-up call.

Not everything is bad of  
course, In every situation the 
good and bad have to be weighed 
against each other. There are a lot 
more jobs now than there used to 
be. There are tree protection laws 
that were non existent decades 
ago. People are more mindful of  
safe habitats for our native crea-
tures; and our town has had good 
leadership which has brought us 
warmth, improved communica-
tion and comfort. 

The downside to all the im-
provements to me is the “Erase 
It” mentality. 

That that beautiful area of  
native Oak trees, erase the oaks, 
plant some fast growing bush, 
then name the area Oak Forest.

Take what serves traffic as 
a two lane road, shave off  the 
shoulders, widen it, pave it and 
call it Laurel Path. 

Draw up plans for a develop-
ment, make the drawings full of  
those beautiful green circles to 

represent trees (circles of  hope). 
The developer’s plans look so at-
tractive that all the planning board 
members agree—this isn’t bad at 
all. It will look so lovely. 

What does the finished proj-
ect look like? Where are all those 
trees? Why didn’t the miles of  as-
phalt parking lot and roads show 
on all those drawings? Why does 
the finished project look like a 
skinned chicken?

I am one of  the signers of  
the petition to keep the mammoth 
multiuse development out of  Ca-
shiers. I know it will bring jobs 
— mostly temporary — but is it 
worth it to trade peace for chaos? 

I cannot even imagine where 
all the residents’ and shoppers’ 
cars are going to be day after day. 
Probably all the curves on 64 will 
have to be straightened, Those 
who have houses sitting back off  
the road will now be looking at 
traffic of  all kinds 24/7.

And another thought — the 

To keep this letter-to-the-
editor of  Highlands Newspaper 
short, I will submit a second letter 
suggesting some ways we might 
better help the poor.

Mr. Ready’s column “Who 
speaks for the poor?” is a good 
call to all of  us. I thank him for 
writing it.

David Sweatt
Highlands

developer—what is his history? 
Can we look at some of  his pre-
vious projects to see his track 
record? Maybe I am not giving 
this project the credit it deserves. 
What are the upsides of  a fin-
ished multiuse project? I really 
want to know how something of  
that magnitude fits into our pla-
teau community, 

I know change is inevita-
ble. People like to move, like to 
change their locations and design 
places to fit their personalities. 

Just one thought about that.
When you move to the 

mountains you move here be-
cause it is cooler, quieter, more 
private and more peaceful than 
city life, Why on earth would 
you want to erase it? Why would 
anyone want to make the moun-
tains more like the city they aban-
doned? It does not make sense. 
Why pave paradise?

Glenda Bell
Highlands

Let’s not ‘erase’ what brought us 
here in the first place

Dear Editor
Free paper map, Myrtle 

Beach and Gatlinburg
I have two suggestions to 

offer concerning the future of  
Highlands.

First suggestion is expansion 
of  zoning control.

I don’t want the govern-
ment telling me what to do with 
my property. However, I sure as 
heck do want government to tell 
my neighbors not to build an ugly 
chain store or an asphalt plant!

Zoning seems very impor-
tant in exerting some control 
over the future growth of  the 
Highlands area. We can’t wait For 
Macon County to implement zon-
ing restrictions. I recall that when 
zoning was last put to the vote in 
Macon County it was rejected by a 
large margin.

I propose that our Mayor 
and Town Board reconsider the 
extension of  Highlands zoning 
one mile beyond the city limits 
as permitted by our state. It once 
had been adopted until a person 
got on the board long enough to 
“protect” one piece of  property. 

At least we could keep the bar-
barians a little further out of  our 
gates. 

This may not appeal to some 
but should be a benefit for the 
majority of  Highlands’ citizens 
and visitors. The impending near-
by construction of  a Dollar Store 
may influence this topic.

Second suggestion, (rather 
lengthier) don’t mess with Main!

Two current topics about the 
future of  Highlands are trying 
to plan and control the eminent 
growth and the paving of  Main 
Street (if  the money doesn’t dis-
appear again).

If  dear reader has gotten this 
far, she or he may be wondering 
what this has to do with the free 
map, etc. aforementioned.

Those of  you as old as I may 
well remember when you pulled 
into a filling station to get leaded 
gas, a swarm of  men would sur-
round your vehicle, ask how many 
gallons, check the engine oil lev-
el, check tire pressure, clean the 
windshield and take your payment 
of  about 50 cents for each gallon. 
One would even get you a free pa-

per road map if  asked.
These tightly folded paper 

maps (way pre-GPS) were the 
bane of  your navigator riding 
shotgun. I suspect harsh words 
were exchanged when it came 
to getting to and correctly read-
ing (top side up) the right part 
of  these maps which were about 
six-foot square and impossible to 
refold to the original configura-
tion.

If  you had one of  these 
maps now that included Myrtle 
Beach, SC and Gatlinburg, TN 
and drew a line between these 
two “interesting” towns, that line 
would come very close to our 
wonderful Highlands. 

Now, both Myrtle Beach 
and Gatlinburg appeal to many 
fine people, but I don’t care to 
have Highlands look like either.

Still with me? 
My point is that the current 

downtown Highlands is unique 
and should not be changed to 
look like any other city or town 
- no matter how cute that city or 
town may be with bunches of  

Future issues to consider
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I’m baaaaaack!
With the same menu, low prices, FREE coffee and an older more mellow attitude!

Come by for a visit and enjoy those Appalachian Fries and a fresh Gyro! 
We’re so grateful to be back HOME in Highlands!”

Salads • Pitas • Burgers • Philly Cheese Steak • Shrimp Pita • Susan’s Rueben • Italian Sausage Chicken Wings 
•Appalachian Fries • Onion Rings Fried Shrimp • Fish n’ Chips • Chicken Fingers and more!

Dine in or Call in your Order for Pickup! • 828-200-0388
At the High Dive 476 Carolina Way • Highlands

Lunch
Thurs. - Mon.

11a to 3p

Advertising in Highlands Newspaper and on line at 
www.highlandsinfo.com

WORKS!
Call or email to secure your spot 2021.

828-200-1371 or highlandseditor@aol.com

Shop Old Edwards 
FOR THE PERFECT LAST-MINUTE GIFT 

Gift cards make it easy to give an experience of Comfort and Joy. 
Purchase online at OldEdwardsInn.com/GiftCards

trees and cement barriers in the middle of  
the main street. 

Our drive-through parking spaces 
are good for the shopper who may like 
to spend money in the shops on both the 
north and south sides of  Main.

Another advantage of  the current 
Main Street parking configuration is the 
very small number of  parallel parking 
spaces. Also, especially when traffic on 
Main is less speedy than a driver wants, the 
drive-through space offers an expedient 
way to go in the opposite direction.

Please, if  the repaving actually hap-
pens, just do the paving, repaint the lines as 
they are now, and make no other changes 
if  not required by the state.

More trees on Main, how many, where 
located, and who decides? That was a 
topic, finally tabled after the paving funds 
evaporated last year. 

Now, I did a little research since then. 
Not surprisingly, I discovered as many 

readers of  this wonderful free newspaper 
may have, that there are five paved ways 
to get to Highlands from the nearby flat-
lands. NC 28 from Walhalla, 1603 from 
Salem via 107/130, US 64 from Cashiers, 
NC 106 from Dillard, and NC 28/64 from 
Franklin. 

I noticed that on each of  these roads 
that one had the opportunity to see quite 
a few trees.

How many trees one could see be-
fore arriving at Main Street is unknown (at 
least to me). The so-called Gorge Road aka 
Highway 64, I travel frequently. 

On one trip on US 64 east, I tried to 
count all the trees from the Buck Creek in-
tersection to the very attractive Highlands 
town limit sign. I discovered two things. 
I was unable to count all the trees I saw 
and that there are many different sounding 
horns on other vehicles on that road.

Maybe, if  I try the count again, I 
should do it when I am not the driver.

Anyway, why should we obstruct the 
very restricted and limited store signage on 
Main with more trees since all can see so 
many trees just getting to Highlands?

If  someone(s) wants more trees on 
Main, I propose a method that may answer 
questions raised last year.

Who decides if  more trees should be 
planted and where located? I believe the 
people with the most vested interest are the 
businesses fronting directly on Main and 
the citizens who have lived in Highlands 
the longest. 

I suggest 10 votes for each busi-
ness whose main entrance fronts directly 
on Main. Monetary value of  the business 
should not be a consideration. Each live 
citizen who was born in Highlands will be 
awarded 25 votes. Each citizen who has 
lived here year-round for over 25 years gets 
15 votes. Any of  the above citizens more 
than 85 years old will have an extra 10 votes 
but must bring their mother (in person) for 
verification.

The votes will be cast to answer two 
questions -- More trees planted on Main – 
yes or no? Between 1 and 10 more trees, 
pick a number. If  the majority vote is yes, 
more trees. 

The location of  the trees will be de-
termined as follows: All the names of  the 
businesses voting in favor will put in a hat. 
If  the number of  trees is six, then six busi-
ness names will be picked from the hat and 
trees will be planted in the sidewalk directly 
in front of  the entrance of  each of  the six 
lucky businesses.

This seems pretty democratic (small 
“d”) and fair to me.

Larry Brannan
Highlands

...LETTERS continued from page 6
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~ Home Decor 
~ Gifts 

~ Jewelry

468 Carolina Way 
Highlands

(Between N. 4th & N. 5th)
828-526-3909

Yard Art Open 
for outside pickup & delivery

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

Upstairs and Across the Walkway at 
“Falls on Main” Highlands

Open at 9a Tues.-Sat. • 828-526-3939

Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Villardo
Stylists: Heahter Escandon

Maggie Barden, Bri Field, Desiray Schmitt 
and Cali Smolarsky

Nail Tech: Jenna Schmitt
Massage Therapist: Brenda Lopez

Hair • Nails • Waxing • Tanning • Facials
Massages • Eyelash Extensions 

Walk-ins Welcome!

Whiteside Mountain Road View - MLS #93175  Offered for $1,950,000 
3 bedrooms (w/add'l sleeping areas), 4.5 baths, partially furnished 

622 Whiteside Mountain Road
 Andrea Gabbard
c 828.200.6742  o 828.526.8300 
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

Andrea is  top 12% 
Real Estate Brokers in 2019. 

Highlands Sotheby’s International Realty is 
the top selling firm in Highlands  

since 2013  as per HCMLS Navica.   

Kathy Manos Penn

•ink Penn•
All About Books

A hodgepodge of books

I’ve begun posting book reviews to 
BookBub and suddenly thought, “Why 
not share them with my Highlands read-

ers?” That said, here’s a selection of  books 
I’ve read and reviewed. If  I couldn’t give it 
a five-star review, I didn’t rate a book. I was 
afraid I might invite the slings and arrows of  
angry authors vis a vis my books and didn’t 
want to take that chance.

Writers and Lovers (Lily King)
As a writer, I was, of  course, attracted 

to the title and the description about the tra-
vails of  a struggling author. The story has 
humor and sad moments mixed together, 

much like real life. Casey, the 
main character, is witty and quick 
with a comeback and doesn’t 
have all the answers, though 
she’s trying to find them--trying 
to make good choices and stay 
afloat while enduring tremen-
dous amounts of  stress. You’ll 
find yourself  rooting for her.

A Divided Loyalty 
(Charles Todd)

The mother-son authors 
never disappoint. In this latest 
installment in the Inspector Rutledge se-
ries, the main character’s integrity and per-
sistence once again pay off  as he pursues 
a killer even at the risk of  his reputation at 
Scotland Yard. 

Set in post-WWI England, this series 
reflects not only on the trauma of  those 
who served and survived the war but also 
the struggle to cope with its after-effects. 
The mystery of  two dead women found in 
two different villages depicts village life in 
ways that stay with the reader. 

Rutledge must first find out the iden-
tities of  the women and then unmask the 
killer or is it killers? I highly recommend this 
book.

The Seven Husbands of  Evelyn 
Hugo (Taylor Jenkins Reid)

I couldn’t put this book down and 
stayed up way too late several nights want-
ing to know how Evelyn’s tale would end. 
Yes, it’s a fictional Hollywood Tell-All, but 
more than that, it’s the story of  what one 
woman does to get ahead--from her escape 
from Hell’s Kitchen to starting out in Hol-
lywood in the 50s. Is she simply cold-heart-
ed and calculating? Does she have a heart? 
Does she make sacrifices? Does she use 
people and get used too? 

It may be the story of  a star, but it has 

some parallels for what woman 
endure no matter the industry. 
No, I didn’t witness quite this 
drama in my corporate career, 
but I certainly witnessed some 
women throwing others under 
the bus!!

The Monogram Mur-
ders (Sophie Hannah)

The author does an excel-
lent job of  extending the Her-
cule Poirot narrative. She nailed 
his demeanor and his dialogue. 

It makes me want to go back and read 
more Agatha Christie, and I will look for 
the author’s other Hercule Poirot books. 
Suffice it to say I had a difficult time turn-
ing out my bedside lamp each night while 
engrossed in this book.

The Guest Book (Sarah Blake)
Though I’m a British mystery addict, 

I do read other genres from time to time. 
This was one of  my forays into a family 
saga. I could not put it down. 

The more I read the more I learned 
about the consequences of  poor decisions 
made by well-intentioned people--perhaps 
it would be better to say decisions they 
thought were well-intentioned. 

In so many ways, we are products of  
our upbringing, and shaking off  old preju-
dices is a challenge--never more so than in 
the lives of  the characters portrayed in this 
book. This is a book that stayed with me--I 
thought about it for weeks. I highly recom-
mend it.

Perhaps one or more of  these will 
resonate with you. Happy reading!

• Award-winning author Kathy Manos 
Penn is a Georgia resident. Find her cozy myster-
ies locally at Books Unlimited in Franklin and 
on Amazon. Contact her at inkpenn119@gmail.
com, and follow her on Facebook, www.facebook.

On Friday, Dec. 18 from 6:30-7:30 p.m., folks are invited to gather at the 
“original” town Christmas Tree behind Town Hall to reminise, enjoy fellowship, 
drink coffee, sing carols and remember how the Christmas season used to be 
rolled out.

Let’s remember what used to be! 
Let’s not lose the essence of  our community. 
Let’s bring local customs back to Highlands – turkey shoots, donkey ball, 

taffy pulls, quilting bees, music on the porch and even clogging.
Please join us!

Remember when?
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“He has achieved success who 
has lived well, laughed often and 
loved much; who has enjoyed the 
trust of  pure women, the respect of  
intelligent men and the love of  little 
children; who has filled his niche 
and accomplished his task; who has 
left the world better than he found 
it, whether by an improved poppy, a 
perfect poem or a rescued soul; who 
has never lacked appreciation for 
Earth’s beauty or failed to express it; 
who has always looked for the best 
in others and given them the best he 
had; whose life was an inspiration; 
whose memory was a benediction.”

My Great Grandmother’s 
definition of  success

My great grandmother, Aman-
da Kirby, was born in 1870 in a one-
room cabin in Jasper, GA. The cabin 
is now in historic downtown Jasper 
maintained by Pickens County. 

At age 16 she married John 
Kennemur, who was 20 years her 
senior. Even though I spent a lot of  
my youth with my great grandmoth-
er, I never knew my great grandfa-
ther. He died before I was born. My 
great grandmother always referred 
to him as Mr. Kennemur. I could tell 
she loved and admired him dearly. I 
don’t know much about him but I do 
know he fought in the Civil War for 
the North.

While at the University of  
Georgia in 1962 a few months be-
fore she died, I was interviewing her 
for a paper I was writing for a psy-
chology course. She had a very inter-
esting history. One question I asked 
was what did she think was a “life 
of  success.” She looked at me and 
thought a few seconds and then said, 
“I think when you look back on your 
memories and they make you smile.”

I know when I look back on 
my memories of  my times in High-
lands, NC, I not only smile, I also feel 
blessed indeed.

Life on 
the 

Sunny 
Side

Ann Landers’ 
definition of 

success

with Kenny Youmans
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In Village Square ...
next to the skating rink and park.

Open Everyday
(except Dec. 25)
828-526-3777 

Shakespeare & Company Booksellers
www.shakespeareandcompanyhighlands.com

The Rhodes Superette, also known as Dusty’s, on NC 
106 is selling locally crafted, beaded Christmas ornaments. 
All proceeds will benefit the Highlands Food Pantry. 

Join us in a small but important way to help make 
those in need have a Christmas devoid of hunger. 

The suggested price for each ornament is $10 but any 
contribution is welcome. 

The Rhodes Superette has volunteered to match do-
nations up to $1,500. 

Fundraiser Sale at Rhodes Superette
through Dec 24

Go Without Wrinkles for the Holidays

Call 828-526-3783
Center for Plastic Surgery
209 Hospital Dr, Ste 202, Highlands

PlasticSurgeryToday.com

sive plan for Highlands together. The project 
entails incorporating plans already in place 
as well as eliciting input from stakeholders in 
the community as well as citizens.

For several weeks now, everyone has 
been encouraged to fill out the Highlands 
Community Plan survey at www.survey-
monkey.com/r/HighlandsCommunityPlan.

“The plan is not meant to be regula-
tory; it is a policy document so it doesn’t 
change zoning, or ordinances, or laws, but it 
can inform regulatory changes,” said Stew-
art’s Project Manager Jake Petrosky. “In the 
end, we might make recommendations to 
the town and suggest looking at some ordi-
nances or zoning regulations; perhaps make 
some adjustments to be more in line with 
the overall vision.”

That vision is coming directly from sur-
vey results as well as discussions with stake-
holders and citizens.

As of  Dec. 11, there have been 849 re-
sponses to the Highlands Community Plan 
survey, which according to Town Manager 
Josh Ward “is a pretty good response.”

Surveys will be accepted through early 
January. 

Petrosky said he and his staff  are pro-
cessing survey results received thus far, but 
there are some themes that will likely re-
main even if  quite a few more surveys are 
received.  

“Some of  those themes and key find-
ings that people value about Highlands are 
the importance of  a sense of  community, 
small town character, and natural beauty; 
but environmental preservation is a leading 
concern of  respondents by a good margin,” 
he said. “Additional concerns include infra-
structure (water, sewer, internet), maintain-
ing a vibrant downtown, controlling short-
term rentals and historic preservation.”

The survey includes a number of  ques-
tions about development and housing pref-
erences, downtown priorities, transportation 
issues and recreation needs, but Petrosky 
said they are still analyzing those results.

The makeup of  the respondents to the 
survey thus far span the spectrum. 

So far, there is an even amount of  
year-round residents and part-time residents 
(45% and 46% respectively). There is also a 
good amount of  respondents who work in 
town (12%) and others that own property or 
are frequent or long-term tourists. 

“The majority of  responses are from 
folks over 55,” he said. “If  there was one 
demographic we needed to hear more from 
it’s folks under age 44 who live or work in 
Highlands.”

Once the survey process is over, the 
results will be summarized and analyzed by 
the Stewart staff  and the consultant team.  
Findings from the survey will be presented 
to the Highlands Community Plan Steer-
ing Committee at its meeting scheduled for 
January 13th. 

“The results will directly impact the 
content of  the Community Plan,” said 
Petrosky. “The answers to the open-ended 
questions will help to shape the vision and 
goals in the plan. The more specific feedback 
related to land use preferences, downtown 
priorities and transportation and recreation 
needs will influence the content of  the poli-
cies and recommendations in the plan. It is 
likely that the plan will spend more time on 
topics that are a big concern for folks based 
on survey results.”

The next step will be to develop op-
tions on how the town can address some of  
the big concerns, priorities and preferences 
from the survey.  There will be more oppor-
tunity for public review and comment on 
draft recommendations in the spring.   

Though as of  July 2019 comprehen-
sive plans are required by law for munici-
palities to have zoning regulations, it’s not 
something that has to be enacted, though 
the hope is it will be and according to Town 
Manager Josh Ward the development of  the 
Highlands Community Plan is very impor-
tant for the future of  Highlands.  

“The comprehensive plan will serve as 
the guide for all future decisions pertaining 
to each aspect of  the Town of  Highlands 
for the next 10 to 20 years. The preservation 
of  the character of  Highlands as well as the 
direction of  growth, redevelopment and ser-
vices provided will be described within the 
document” he said.  

Petrosky said this comprehensive plan 
exercise is a whole lot more involved than 
just checking a box required by the state.

“Ideally the comprehensive plan, or the 
Highlands Community Plan as we are call-
ing it, can be a strategic plan for the town,” 
he said. “It can document a community 
conversation starting this year and provide 
recommendations and short-term and long-
term things that the town and its public and 
private sector partners can do to address the 
most pressing needs and improve the quality 
of  life for town residents and other stake-
holders.”

To fill out the relatively short, easy to 
navigate survey go www.surveymonkey.
com/r/HighlandsCommunityPlan

– Kim Lewicki

...SURVEY continued from page 1
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S. 4th street 
526-4473

Storewide
End of 
Season 
SALE!

Be Merry and Shop Local for the Holidays!

(828)421-3546
361 Main St • Highlands

(Next to Annawear)

(Across from Town Hall)
(828) 526-8390 

207 N 4th St, Highland

Shop 
The Molly Grace! 

for a Holiday Gift for 
everyone on your list!

• 
Full Service Jeweler • Repairs • Restorations • Appraisals 

152 S. 2nd Street I Highlands, NC I 828-526-5858 I www.JannieBeanDesigns.com 

338 Main St.
526-4777

For the 
Holidays this 

year!

Contact us for details.
828-526-8773

highlandsaerialpark.com

9625 Dillard Road • Scaly Mountain, NC 28775
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A Highlands tradition since 1940
Our 79th season on Main Street

Monday-Saturday
828-526-3160

HOLIDAYHOLIDAY
SALESALE

Estate Jewelers 
of Highlands 

828-526-1960
ejofhighlands@gmail.com
360 Main St, Highlands

Holiday 
SALE!

Up to 50% OFF!

All the sumptuous stylish brands you love!
the boutique

326 Main St.
828-482-4375

Order online at www.
facebook.com/LuluBleuNC

Old Favorites 
&

New Arrivals!

Masks by

355 Main Street  
(in The Galax Theatre)

526-4660

Storewide
Holiday Sale!

• Free People • 
THML • Michael 
Stars •Z Supply

 Jeans by:
 • Joes
 •AG 
 • Citizens  
 • Hudson
  • Mother
   Shoes by:
•   •Matisse 

 • Diba
Visit our Upstairs 

Shoe Boutique

Be Merry and Shop Local for the Holidays!

Save up to 
40% on 

Fall Fall 
Collections Collections 
and 30% on 
Cashmere Cashmere 
Sweaters!Sweaters!

Potpourri & 
Potpourri 2

... on Main St. & in 
Town Square ...

Storewide Storewide 
SaleSale

25% - 50% 25% - 50% 
OFFOFF

& Selected 
sunglasses 

brands 
20%-40% OFF20%-40% OFF

Contact us for details.
828-526-8773

highlandsaerialpark.com

9625 Dillard Road • Scaly Mountain, NC 28775

T�[ DRY SINI< 
IS �[R[ rnR YOUR Gin 

GIVING PHASUR[ ! 

\��; 
[ ,,., ,' 

The Dry Sink Main St. Highlands, NC
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•inVesting at 4,118 Ft.•

Pat Allen 
Broker-in-charge

Cell: 828-200-9179 
Pat Allen Realty Group

The situation the world is 
in simply doesn’t seem 
real.  The pandemic that 

made for good movie watching 
in years past suddenly stepped 
out of  the big screen and into 
our lives. Some are still in dis-
belief  and we wake up every 
day wondering if  we will be safe 
until tomorrow comes. For over 
300,000 people in the United 
States alone tomorrow didn’t 
come. I think we all have known 
friends or relatives who lost 
someone to Covid-19 and life 
will never be the same. 

When the virus started its quest to in-
fect us in March, real estate brokers were 
stunned and felt that buyers would go dor-
mant. Nothing could have prepared us for 
the buying frenzy we have encountered. 
People feel safer in a small town with lower 
density and now that men and women have 
been required to work from home they real-
ize that their home office can be anywhere. 
Our home sales are up 68.87% from last 
year through November with more to come 
in December! Lots and lands have almost 
doubled! 

As a result of  a buying “frenzy,” it is all 
we can do to keep up! Home inspectors are 
difficult to get in a timely manner, surveyors 
are almost impossible to find, appraisers are 
in overload, and attorneys are inundated and 
have never seen anything like this! 

Almost 80% of  our buyers previously 
paid cash which eliminated mounds of  pa-
perwork and having to deal with a bank 
appointed appraiser (who may or may not 
know our area). 

With interest rates so low now, 80-90% 
want to get a loan. The mortgage lenders 
are working from home and there is such 
a disconnect trying to get information in a 
timely manner. Closings are getting delayed 
because you can’t close without an appraisal 
and then you still have underwriting to deal 
with. We desperately need more appraisers 
in this area so if  you have children or grand-
children there is a job waiting!  

Now that we are in a sellers’ market, 
with many homes going under contract the 
day of  listing and multiple offers forcing 
the prices up, I’m not sure how appraisers 
can adjust their numbers when a home that 
should sell for market value of  $300-$350 a 
square foot are at $500 plus which some are 
paying. 

The Year of Discontent
I’m reminded of  2008 

when the market readjusted 
and those who bought before 
2008 overpaid and lost money 
when trying to sell. This could 
possibly happen again with the 
frenzy going on now. Make 
sure to use a good broker when 
buying who will help you nego-
tiate to protect your investment 
and advise you accordingly. 

As Christmas nears, we all 
will experience it differently this 
year. No large gatherings with 
family and friends, restricted 
travel, and a true sense of  loss. 

There are families who can’t afford to buy 
food or Christmas presents for their chil-
dren through no fault of  their own. Jobs 
are lost, small businesses shut down, and 
non-profits are taking a hit as well. 

I encourage all of  us who are able to 
over-tip if  you’re fortunate enough to go 
out for a meal, donate to the food banks 
near you, donate coats and boots to the 
emergency council on Poplar Street, send 
cards to shut-ins, donate to our non-prof-
its including the Humane Society. Pay for 
someone’s food in the grocery check-out 
line, get names from churches who know 
people who are really suffering financially, 
buy a heater and blankets for someone 
living in a cold house, or give a tree to 
someone who can’t afford one this year so 
children can decorate with smiles. Any act 
of  kindness is appreciated now more than 
ever. 

Christmas is love and Covid-19 can’t 
take that from us. Praying that next Christ-
mas will be filled with comfort and joy. 
Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays 
from me to you. 

We will all be home for Christmas…if  
only in our dreams.

• Pat Allen is owner of  Pat Allen Realty 
Group and a Certified Luxury Home Market-
ing Specialist and is certified in Resort and Sec-
ond home properties.  She chooses to remain an 
independent firm which was recently selected as a 
Leading Real Estate Company of  the World.  She 
is consistently a top producer and award-winning 
broker on the plateau. Visit her on the web at Pat 
Allen Realty Group.com, call 828-526-8784, or 
828-200-9179. The office is conveniently located 
at 295 Dillard Road with a second location at 
5121 Cashiers Road at the entrance to Wildcat 
Cliffs Country Club with Julie Osborn as broker-
in-charge. 
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HOME FURNISHINGS 

BED & BATH 

HANDCRAFTED CUSTOM 
FURNITURE 

INTERIOR DESIGN SERVICES 

MONDAY - SATURDAY: 
9AM-5PM 

�SUMMER HOUSE 
Complete Home Furnishings 

White Glove Delivery Throughout The Southeast & Beyond 
2089 Dillard Road, Highlands I 2 miles from Main Street I 828�526�5577 I www.summerhousehighlands.com 

ceiving 2,925 doses to allocate across the 
system. As you can imagine there are many 
moving parts,” she said.

There are lots of  questions yet unan-
swered though it’s believed that front line 
workers, healthcare workers and residents in 
skilled nursing centers like Highlands’ Eck-
erd Living Center will receive the vaccine 
first.

The question is once the Eckerd Living 

Center residents get the vaccine, will their 
families be able to “physically” see them? 
Visit, touch?

Will they be allowed out of  the facility 
for home visits, etc.?

Lindell said she will have concrete an-
swers to questions soon.

“Once I have the particulars, I will let 
you know,” she said.

– Kim Lewicki

...VACCINE continued from page 1

...POOL continued from page 1
exposed; it was just the afternoon/evening 
lifeguard staff  associated with Highlands 
Hurricanes swim team.

He said now sanitized, he believes the 
facility is safe but is erring on the side of  

caution for afternoon and weekend public 
swimming.

He believes the pool will reopen to all –  
morning and afternoon swimmers Monday, 
Dec. 21.

Please follow parking and wreath 
placement directions by our docents.  Some 
items to be aware of  before you arrive:

1) Please do not arrive at the cemetery 
before 12:30pm.  Please consider arriving 
closer to 1pm to allow for staggering of  
volunteer vehicles parked at the cemetery.

2) Please wear a mask at all times.

3) Please wear some type of  gloves 
(work gloves are best) to handle wreaths.

Any changes due to weather will be an-
nounced on our Facebook page.

For more information, please contact 
Phil Potts at ppotts63@frontier.com or 828-
200-9753.

– submitted

...WREATHS continued from page 1



Firewood Delivered, Stacked & Ready to Burn!

828.200.3050 

Ready for the Holidays?
Seasoned Firewood

The Firewood Company
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(l'oJ,, (l'aw,'1 (l'J, Sr •• • • 
... 828-526-9581 ••• 

411 N. 4TH STREET, HIGHLANDS, NC 28741 
OPEN YEAR ROUND TUESDAY-SATURDAY 9-5 

Sala 
15°/o off of all dog 

supplies through the 
end of the year!!! 

Posh Paws has a wide variety of NutriSource and 
Pure Vita dog food as well as plenty of toys and treats to 

suit every dog's preference. We also carry skin & coat, hip 
& joint, general wellness, and dental health supplies. 

bobhenritze@gmail.com • www.firewoodcompany.net

A would-be lawyer found 
herself  in handcuffs and headed to 
prison Thursday after pleading guilty 
in Jackson County Superior Court 
to pocketing money earmarked 
for St. Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital.

Assistant District Attorney 
Christina Matheson said Cheryl 
Moss, 41, a former Coward, Hicks 
and Siler employee in Cashiers, 
pleaded guilty to five felony counts 
of  embezzlement.

Moss bypassed multiple law-
firm safeguards and siphoned off  
$41,465 from a $2.9 million trust, 
said Matheson, a prosecutor for 
District Attorney Ashley Hornsby 
Welch, who oversees the 43rd 
Prosecutorial District.

Matheson told Superior Court 
Judge Steve Warren that Moss 
used the money to buy a Harley-
Davidson motorcycle and a 2016 
BMW sport utility vehicle. Moss 
also paid credit-card debt with her 
ill-gotten gains.

She borrowed money from 

Cheryl Moss apologizes Thursday in 
Jackson County Superior Court to 
her former law-firm colleagues.

family members to repay the law 
firm, according to court testimony.

The trust funds are now with 
St. Jude’s. The nonprofit hospital is 
located in Memphis, TN, treating 
serious, life-threatening children’s 
diseases, particularly leukemia and 
other cancers. Families are not billed 
for their children’s care.

Judg e  War r en  o rde r ed 
Moss serve 120 days in the N.C. 

Department of  Corrections, 
overriding her attorney’s request 
she be spared active time.

Attorney Christopher Fialko 
of  Charlotte then requested 
the judge delay activating Moss’ 
sentence until May or June, 
minimizing her possible exposure 
to COVID-19 while in prison.

Matheson responded that 
Moss should be treated like every 
other person sentenced in Jackson 
County’s courts. The judge agreed, 
saying, “That’s what we are going 
to do.”

In addition to active time, 
Judge Warren consolidated for 
sentencing the five criminal 
counts into two judgements. He 
handed down two, six- to seven-
month sentences, to be served 
consecutively, suspended.

Moss will be on 24 months 
supervised probation once released 
from prison. She also must perform 
100 hours of  community service.

In court, Moss told her 
former boss and two co-workers 
she regrets stealing the money.

“I embarrassed myself, my 
family and ruined my reputation,” 
she said.

Moss started working for 
Coward, Hicks and Siler in 
November 2015 after failing to 
pass the bar exam, a fundamental 
requirement to receiving a law 
license. 

She  rece ived  persona l 
mentoring from Kim Coward and 
a promise of  financial help to pay 
for a bar-review course.

Coward told the judge she had 
hopes Moss would pass the bar, 
obtain her license and perhaps, one 
day, join the law firm.

M o s s  l a u n c h e d  h e r 
embezz l emen t  s cheme  in 
February 2018, altering a wire 
transfer of  the trust funds. She 
then forged Coward’s signature 
on checks and changed other legal 
documents and ledger entries. 
The scheme unraveled when Moss 
failed in May 2019 to delete an 
entry, and a co-worker noticed a 
discrepancy in the bank balance.

C o w a r d  s a i d  M o s s 
“methodically and systematically” 
abused the trust placed in her at 
Coward, Hicks and Siler.

Moss sentenced for embezzlement
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will be the first in-person day.
“The calendar change means the 

school population will be 11 days away 
from New Year’s Eve gatherings and 17 
days from Christmas gatherings,” said Jetter. 
“I think it is prudent to keep students and 
teachers (adults) separated long enough to 
get through the family gathering ‘potential’ 
quarantined days, especially after what seems 
to be happening with the Thanksgiving 
surge in the USA right now according to 
the CDC.”

On Monday, Jan 11, the plan is to 
resume the present schedule of  Monday 
through Thursday in-person, and Friday 
remote.

“I’m trying to distance in-person 
learning from the predicted (by the CDC) 
surge from Christmas family gatherings 
and New Year’s gatherings to protect both 
employees and students,” said Jetter.

Meanwhile, on Tuesday, Highlands 
School’s 9th COVID case was reported. 

With COVID19 cases on the rise in 
Macon County, COVID was discussed 
at length at the Monday night’s Board of  
Education meeting.

According to MCS Superintendent Dr. 
Chris Baldwin, just on Monday, the Macon 
County School system had a total of  10 
students who tested positive for COVID19. 

Seven of  the two were Franklin High 
School students, one at Highlands School, 
and two at Macon Middle School. In 
addition to the 10 students who tested 
positive, another 85 students are currently 
quarantined due to possible exposure. Since 
November 16, a total of  30 students have 
tested positive for COVID19 and a total of  
206 have needed to quarantine. 

There are currently seven staff  
members positive for the virus; three 
at Cartoogechaye, one at East Franklin 
Elementary, one at Franklin High School, 
and two at Macon Middle School. There are 
a total of  19 staff  quarantined throughout 
the district. Since November 16, there have 
been a total of  23 staff  members who have 
tested positive and 53 who have had to 
quarantine. 

Those totals include Tuesday’s count 
whern  MC Schools was notified that 
positive cases of  COVID-19 have been 
confirmed at Franklin High School-2, 
Macon Middle School-1, South Macon 
Elementary School-1, and Highlands 
School-2.

Dr. Baldwin noted that whi le 
COVID19 cases within the school system 

have improved since the board met last week, 
the total number of  cases for Macon County 
increased considerably over the weekend. 

From Friday at 4 p.m. to Monday at 4 
p.m., Macon County Schools reported 45 
new COVID19 cases, bringing the total active 
number of  positive cases to 123. HCA Public 
Relations Director Nancy Lindell reported 
that as of  Tuesday morning, Angel Medical 
Center has four individuals hospitalized due 
to COVID19. 

“We are seeing an uptick in positive 
cases throughout the community and I 
have expressed some concerns with school 
being in session face-to-face right now,” 
Macon County Public Health Director 
Kathy McGaha said Monday night during 
the Board of  Education meeting. “Though 
most of  the transmissions we are seeing in 
the community is not in the schools, we are 
seeing an increase in the positivity rate. We 

...VIRTUAL continued from page 1

COVID-19 Vaccinations: 
Those most at risk get it first. 

NC DEPARTMENT OF 
HEALTH AND 
HUMAN SERVICES 

A tested, safe and effective vaccine will be available to all who want it, but supplies will be limited at first. Independent state and 
federal public health advisory committees have determined that the best way to fight COVID-19 is to start first with vaccinations 
for those most at risk, reaching more people as the vaccine supply increases from January to June. Keep practicing the 3W's
wear a mask, wait six feet apart, wash your hands-until everyone has a chance to vaccinate. 

Every health care worker 
at high risk for exposure to 
COVI D-19-doctors, nurses, 
and all who interact and care 
for patients with COVID-19, 
including those who clean 
areas used by patients, and 
those giving vaccines to 
these workers. 

Long-Term Care staff and 
residents-people in skilled 
nursing facilities and in adult, 
family and group homes. 

DECEMBER 8, 2020 

Adults with two or more 
chronic conditions that put 
them at risk of severe illness 
as defined by the CDC, 
including conditions like 
cancer, COPD, serious heart 
conditions, sickle cell disease 
and Type 2 diabetes, among 
others. 

Adults at high risk of 
exposure including essential 
frontline workers (police, food 
processing, teachers), health 
care workers, and those living 
in prisons, homeless shelters, 
migrant and fishery housing 
with 2+ chronic conditions. 

Those working in prisons, 
jails and homeless shelters 
(no chronic conditions 
requirement). 

Essential frontline workers, 
health care workers, and 
those living in prisons, 
homeless shelters or migrant 
and fishery housing. 

Adults 65+ 

Adults under 65 with one 
chronic condition that puts 
them at risk of severe illness 
as defined by the CDC. 

College and university 
students. 

K-12 students when there is 
an approved vaccine for 
children.

Those employed in jobs that 
are critical to society and at 
lower risk of exposure. 

have come to the conclusion that we are going 
to take this on a day-by-day basis to see if  we 
need to go virtual.”

On December 7, Dr. Baldwin said that 
he did not anticipate any changes for students 
for the Spring semester other than changes 
to virtual learning at Franklin High School 
and the Highlands School request, however, 
due to concerns about rapidly increasing 
case numbers, Dr. Baldwin said the board 
may need to consider beginning the next 
semester with virtual learning. Any changes 
will be announced.

McGaha noted that with 45 new cases 
on Monday, that is the largest single-day 
increase the health department has seen. “I 
have some serious concerns and so does the 
county’s medical director Dr. Dewhurst who 
is here with me.”

Macon Middle School spent half  of  last 
week in virtual learning due to a lack of  staff  

and exposure at the school and this week, 
Cartoogechaye Elementary is virtual for the 
same reason. 

“We will not hesitate to close one or 
more schools depending on the number of  
cases at any of  our school locations,” said Dr. 
Baldwin. “In additional to Highlands being 
approved to conduct remote instruction 
the first week of  school after the Christmas 
break, we will stay in contact with the health 
department and should we see an increase 
in cases over Christmas break, I hope that 
parents will understand that we may open 
schools on January 5 as a district in remote 
instruction.”

Dr. Baldwin said school districts across 
the state are considering the same option due 
to a rise in cases following the Thanksgiving 
holiday, which is anticipated to only worsen 
after Christmas. 

With COVID on the rise, but the vaccine in sight, the MC Board of Ed sent out this graphic.
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•sPiritually sPeaking • Proverbs 3:5
• Places to worsHiP •

BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965

Sundays: School:10 a.m., Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting:7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore, Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CASHIERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Wes Sharpe, Pastor 828-743-5298
Sundays: School at 9:30 Worship 10:30

Wednesday night Dinner and Service 5:30 
CHAPEL OF THE SKY

Sky Valley, GA • 706-746-2999 
Sundays: 10 a.m.:Worship 

Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-4011 
464 US Hwy 64 east, Cashiers 

9:30am Sunday School; 11:30am Worship Service; 6pm Mon.
CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY, CASHIERS

Pastor Brent Metcalf • 743-5470
Sun.10:45am, S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.

Tues. Guys study 8am, Gals 10am.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Jim Kinard
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC 

Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sundays: 9:30am - Adult Sunday School; 9:45am (masks 

required) Early Worship Service;11:15am (masks optional) 
Worship Service; Sundays 10:45am-Children’s Program,

Sunday Youth-4:30pm – 6:30pm Dinner 
providedCOMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY 

VALLEY
706.746.3144• 696 Sky Valley Way #447, 

Pastor Gary Hewins
Worship: Sun. 9 a.m., with Holy Communion the 1st & 3rd 
Sun.; Tues: Community Supper 5:30 followed by Bible Study. 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION

Rev. W. Bentley Manning • 526-2968
Sunday Services Live-Stream at 10:30 a.m.,

Morning Prayer Weekdays on Facebook live at 8:30 a.m.
Holy Eucharist at noon in the garden on Mon and Wed

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS
828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org

Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor• 220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Choir 5p; Prayer Mtg 6:15p 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors 

526-3175 • fpchighlands.org
Sun.: Worship 8:30a Adult Ed.: 9:30a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.

Mondays: Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast 8 a.m. 
Wed: Choir:6p

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 

Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS

Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N, 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers

www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter: 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville, NC • 743-2729 • Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a, Worship 11a & 7p, Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed, Pastor 828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  
Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson

670 N. 4th Street (next to the Highlands Civic Center)
Sun.: Morning Worship 10:45a., Evening Worship, 6p. 

Wednesday: Prayer Service, 6:30 p.
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Pastor Randy Lucas 526-3376
In-Person Indoor Worship with limited seating, and an allowable 
capacity up to 30% pending appropriate social distancing. 9:09 

and 10:50 worshipservices.
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA

2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
Worship/Communion:10:30 

All are welcome.
We wear masks and social distance.

MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah

Pastor Zane Talley
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11, Choir:6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE

at St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin • 828-524-9463
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 

743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 
Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church,  

4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 
Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 

OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Rev. Fr. Jason K. Barone – 526-2418
Mass: Thurs. 12:10; Fri. 9am; Sun: 11 a.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Marty Kilby

Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 
Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.

SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD
290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 
ST. JUDE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Mass: Thurs. 9am, Fri., 11am; Sun. 9am 

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 S., Office: 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood
June-Sept: Sunday Services: Rite I, 8a, Rite II, 9:15 & 11a

Nursery available for Rite II services
Sept 6-Oct 25-Informal Evening Eucharist-5:30 p.m. 

Thursday: Noon Healing Service with Eucharist.
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 

85 Sierra Drive, Franklin • uufranklin.org  
Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 

WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers

Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am

John 3:16

•See SPIRITUALLY page 19

The REAL 
night before 
Christmas

Written by:
Archbishop 
John Erbelding

‘Twas the night before Christmas
and as Bethlehem sleeps
we shepherds on hillsides
were tending our sheep.

Our staffs on tree branches
were hung there with care
in hopes that in darkness
no wolves would be there.

Our sons were nestled
all snug in hay beds

while visions of  festivals
danced in their heads.

Saul in his tunic
and I in my wrap
had just settled in

for a much needed nap.

When out of  the heavens
there rose such a noise
we ran to the hilltop

awaking the boys.

The moon on the crest
of  wind-driven sand

cast eerie, long shadows
on this sleepy band.

When what to our wondering
eyes should appear

but a sky full of  angels
all singing good cheer.

More rapid than eagles
the angels they came

with singing and praising
and I heard them by name:

There was Michael and Gabriel,
Thomas and Paul,
Peter and Philip,
Andrew and Saul.
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Highlands Police entries from 
Dec. 3. Only the names of persons 
arrested, issued a Class-3 misde-
meanor or public officials have been 
used. 

Dec. 3
• At 11:40 a.m., officers responded to 

a 2-vehicle accident on US 64 east and 
Carolina Way.

Dec. 5
• At 2:30 p.m., Robert Newman Baty, 

33, of Highlands, was arrested for Failure 
to Appear. He was issued a $250 secured 
bond. His trial date is Jan. 7, 2021.

Dec. 6
• At 3 p.m., officers responded to a 

report of shoplifting of a par of $200 sun-
glasses from Potpourri Eyewear on Main 
Street.

Dec. 7
• At 7:51 p.m., officers responded to 

a 2-vehicle accident on NC 106 and But-
termilk Lane.

Dec. 11
• At noon, officers responded to a 

call of theft of jewelry valued at $2,250 
from a residence on Cobb Road.

• At 2:50 p.m., Clarence James Mc-
Call, 27, of Highlands, was arrested for 
larceny from a construction site. He was 

•Police & Fire rePorts•
issued a $2,000 unsecured bond. His trial 
date is Feb. 11, 2021

The Highlands Fire & Rescue 
log from Dec. 11

Dec. 11 
• At 9:15 a.m., the dept. was first-

responders to a residence on Ridge Lane.
• At 10:44 a.m., the dept. was first-re-

sponders to a location on N. $th. Street.
• At 2:57 p.m., the dept.  responded 

to a fire alarm at a location on Church 
Street.

• At 6:51 p.m., the dept. responded 
to a fire alarm at a residence on Worley 
Road.

Dec. 12
• At 11:29 p.m., the dept. responded 

to a motor vehicle accident on NC 28 
south.

Dec. 13
• At 5:18 a.m., the dept. provided 

mutual aid to the Cashiers FD.
• At 11:53  a.m., the dept. responded 

to a Co2 alarm at a residence on Split 
Rail Road.

• At 12:56 p.m., the dept. was called 
on a rescue mission on Jones Knob. 
where a hiker with an injured leg had to 
be carried off the trail.

...SPIRITUALLY continued from page 18
To the top of  the rock,
to the top of  the wall,

we all heard their singing,
we all heard their call.

As dry leaves that before
a wild sandstorm fly

when met with a fig tree
would mount to the sky.

So up to the heavens
the angels they flew

singing of  Jesus,
how His birthday was due.

“Go into the town,
seek a small manger stall.”
They gave us this message

for men, one and all.

As I lowered my head 
and was turning around, 

down to the stable,
run, and a baby found.

He was dressed all in cloths
from His head to His toes,

and laid in a manger,
where cattle feed goes.

A bundle of  joy,
this most lovely thing.
He looked like a baby,

but one day a king.

His eyes, how they twinkled,
His smile, oh how merry,

the stable was cold.
His nose looked like a berry.

There were horses and cattle,
and a mule with big teeth.
They encircled the stable.
It looked like a wreath.

There stood tired Joseph,
to keep eyes open was hard,
but he stood beside Jesus.

He stood like a guard.

There also was Mary,
a crown of  light round her head,

and with love in her eyes,
I had nothing to dread.

They spoke not a word
but went quick to their tasks.

Strangers were coming,
and questions they’d ask.

The angels stood round,
the Messiah they knew,
but on a beam of  a star,

back to Heaven they flew.

But we heard them exclaim,
as they went from our sight,

“Rejoice and be glad
for God’s Son came this night.”

Chief  Justice Cheri Beasley an-
nounced Friday that only essential, in-per-
son court proceedings would take place for 
30 days, beginning Monday.

The decision comes as the number of  
confirmed positive COVID-19 cases in the 
Judicial Branch hits 291 statewide; addi-
tionally, 11 counties in the state (including 
Graham and Swain) were forced last week 
to close after coronavirus exposure.

District Attorney Ashley Hornsby 
Welch said COVID-19 continues to be a 
serious concern though there are safety 
measures in place, such as requiring face 
masks and practicing social distancing.

Welch and her 42 staff  members work 
across the state’s seven westernmost coun-
ties, Haywood, Jackson, Macon, Cherokee, 
Clay, Graham and Swain. 

“A few of  employees in the 43rd 
Prosecutorial District have contracted CO-

VID-19, though not necessarily through the 
court system,” she said. “Others have expe-
rienced firsthand exposure.”

Beasley halted jury trials in March. It re-
sumed on a limited basis in October, in five 
of  the 43rd Prosecutorial District’s counties: 
Haywood, Jackson, Macon, Cherokee and 
Clay. 

Swain and Graham are scheduled to re-
sume jury trials in the new year, the weeks of  
Jan. 11 and March 1, respectively.

Beasley made her decision, she said, 
“out of  concern for the safety of  court per-
sonnel and the public.

“Throughout the pandemic, we have 
moved an unprecedented amount of  court 
work online, including hearings. Those ef-
forts will allow us to limit in-person pro-
ceedings for the next few weeks while mak-
ing sure our courts stay available to serve the 

COVID concerns cause court proceedings 
to be decreased

•See CASES page 22

Chestnut Hill, 
a residential retirement community on a quiet 
mountain top in Highlands, NC, has spacious 
Independent and Assisted Living Apartments.

It is a full-service, Medicaid Certified community. 

For further information call Linda Tiffany at 
828-526-5251 or 904-514-4896
www.chestnuthillofhighlands.com
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209 N. 4th Street
(Corner of N. 4th and Oak streets 

upstairs across from Town Hall. 

Phone: 828-526-3241
Fax: 828-482-9019
Email: rachelbkelleyllc@gmail.com

Rachel B. Kelley, PMHNP-BCRachel B. Kelley, PMHNP-BC
ARNP ARNP --  Board CertifiedBoard Certified
Psychiatric • Mental HealthPsychiatric • Mental Health
Medication ManagementMedication Management
Positive WellnessPositive Wellness

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 new log cabins 
nestled in the hemlocks 
on 25 acres at the base 

of Whiteside 
Mountain.

,:. 
VIVA WELLNESS 
526-1566

CBD � HEALS 
• 50 mg CBD 30 Pressed Tabs

• 50 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps
• I 00 mg CBD 30 Gel Caps

• CBD cream and balm
Also Available: 

Far Infrared Sauna Capsule 
Massage Spa Capsule 

5 Cotta e Row • U.S. 64 East 
Whole Body Vibration

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing

• House Maintenance
• Drywall Repair

• Deck Repair
Quality Work • Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com

828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

Mendoza 
Tree Expert
Quality Tree Care 

& Removal •16+ years

828-200-9217
Fully Insured 

estimates@mendozatree.com
www.mendozatree.com

FIREWOOD FOR SALEFIREWOOD FOR SALE

We accept al l  credit cards

Bill Barber 
Homes

billbarber22@gmail.com
billbarberhomes.com

(828)
226-9696

We have a special knack for 
keeping your taxes on track

Brophy & Associates
Consulting, LLC

Robbin Brophy
Enrolled Agent
(828) 558-4300

• Tax return preparation for small 
 businesses and individuals
• QuickBooks training and 
 bookkeeping services
• IRS/State representation

367 Dellwood Rd., Bldg. E, Ste. 3
Waynesville, NC 28786

(828) 558-4300 office • (833) 234-4881 fax
brophytax.com

robbin@brophytax.com

Billingsley Billingsley 
Turf Management Turf Management 
and Landscaping and Landscaping 

For all of your For all of your 
turf and landscaping projects, turf and landscaping projects, 

Call 828-526-2258Call 828-526-2258

Weekly Biz Card Ad Rates

Call 828-200-1371 or email 
highlandseditor@aol.com

$17 for Black/White
$22 for Color



GARY GARREN
Cell: (828) 482-2370

gsgarren@gmail.com

 Downtown Office
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC

Highlandssothebysrealty.com
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Let us aean Your Home! 

828-200-2437 �

��I!!EQ! � 
offers a proprietary low pressure soft wa!h system that !nfely cleans 

Cedar; Asphalt, Metal, Slate roofs , most exterior siding, exterior 
decks, interior decks, retaining walls, rock walkways, and driveways. 

GIVE US A CALL! 
We'll help bring your home back to life! 

Ryan M. Bears
Broker

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784

Ryan@patallenrealtygroup.com

MORALESPAINTINGANDSERVICES@GMAIL.COM

706.982.9768
828-226.5347

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING • LAWN MAINTENANCE
HOUSE MAINTENANCE • QUALITY WORK

FULLY INSURED

Highlands Automotive

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

NC
Inspection

Station

Service
&

Repair

• Residential or  
Commercial 

• Over 40 Years  
Experience 

• Fast and Dependable
• FREE Estimates

• FREE Pick-up and 
Delivery

American American 
Upholstery Upholstery 

Same Phone Numbers:
(864) 638-9661 cell: (864) 710-9106

WE HAVE MOVED TO
105 Ashley Drive • Walhalla, SC 29691
(Same Owners: Morris & Rachel Bible)

HIGH PRESSURE WASHING IS OUT!
LOW PRESSURE SOFT WASH IS IN!

JUNK
WE HAUL IT AWAY

House / Garage / Yard
Call for free estimate

 828 - 421 - 5188

Chestnut storage
• Secure 24-Hour Access

•Easy in - Easy out
• Great Rates - Great Terms

10890 Buck Creek Rd. 
\1/2 mile off  Cashiers Rd. near the hospital.

Storage Units Available

Call today to find out why we’re 
“Highlands Premier Facility”

828-482-1045

CASSIE ROSS
Cell: (828) 989-5996

cassie.ross@sothebysrealty.com

 Downtown Office
114 N. 4th Street, Highlands, NC

Highlandssothebysrealty.com

(828) 482-9374
(772) 532-0706

The Highlands Barbershop

Open Mon.-Sat.
10a to 5p

446 Oak Street 
across from the park.

Enter from Oak Street
OR 446 Main Street

dnwoods2010@yahoo.com
(828)200-0069

DEAN'S
EQUIPMENT
RENTAL, LLC
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•classiFieDs•
WANTED 
WE BUY GOLD, SILVER, AND 

ESTATE JEWELRY. Estate Jewelry of 
Highlands. 828-526-1960, EJOFHighlands@
gmail.com. 360 Main St, Highlands. (st. 8/20)

FULL HOUSE GALLERY in High-
lands Plaza is accepting CONSIGNMENT 
FURNITURE. Please call or text Susan at 
828-526-6004. (st. 3/19)

HELP WANTED
GEORGIA WHOLESALE SPORTS 

– Wholesale distributor of fishing & Hun-
gting supplies is looked for Sales Reps. Very 
aattractive commission program. If you love 
the outdoors and would like to sell fishing 
& hunging products we would like to hearf 
from you. No Phone Calls. Send resume to: 
Georgia Wholesale Sports, Box 298, Man-
chester, GA 31816. (st. 11/19)

OLD EDWARDS INN & SPA, 
HIGHLANDS NC – Housekeeping and 
Dishwashing starting at $13 per hour Now 
recruiting for Housekeepers, Houseman, 
2nd Shift Laundry, Turndown Attendants, 
Dishwashers, Experienced Baker, Assistant 
Farm Manager, Servers, Bussers, Host/Host-
ess, Old Edwards Inn Rooms Manager, Front 
Desk, Bellman, Night Audit, Fitness Manager, 
Accounting Administrative Assistant. Ben-
efits Package for full-time employees. Apply 
online: www.oldedwardsinn.com/careers 
or call Sydneye Trudics at 828-787-2631.

CHESTNUT HILL IS AN UP-
SCALE ASSISTED LIVING COMMU-
NITY in search of a CNAs, and Med Techs. 
Send resume to Lindabtiff@aol.com or call 
828-526-5251. (st. 2/13) 

SALES ASSOCIATE HIGH END 
RETAIL CLOTHING STORE IN 
HIGHLANDS AND CASHIERS, NC. 
Full time, part time and seasonal. Inquire to 
828-200-0928. (st. 3/38) 

SERVICES 
HOME RENOVATION & LAWN 

MAINTENANCE – Have you started 

a home renovation project during CO-
VID-19 and became overwhelmed with 
finding the right workers for the proj-
ect?  Our crew is here to help!  Contact 
us @ 828-482-2554 or email @ scaly-
housedesign@gmail.com. (st. 12/17) 

DON AND RON MAINTENANCE 
– We pressure wash, handle electrical, 
plumbing issues, fix anything. Property moni-
toring, hauling. Free quotes. 252-933-0499 & 
828-349-4703. (st. 12/10)

EXPERIENCED CAREGIVER – 
CNA trained. Cook, Clean, Errands, Personal 
care. Dog Walker. Excellent references. Co-
vid immune. Computer literate. Call 828-
200-4965. (st. 11/24)

I INSTALL TILE! Eco-Friendly & Non-
Toxic. Specializing in Shower/Bathroom, 
Kitchen/ Backsplash, Entrance Ways/Patios/
Flooring. 25yrs experience. Also offer grout 
cleaning. Licensed & Insured. Mike Bertone/
Owner of Bertone Tile Design & Flooring 
LLC. Home: 828-526-4943 or Text: 321-303-
7560. (12/10) 

GUTTER CLEANING, METAL 
ROOF & FABRICATON roof repairs, 
chimney flashing, debris removal, pressure 
washing. Call 371-1103. (st. 9/17/20)

HIGHLANDS HANDI-MAN – Can 
fix anything inside or out. Carpentry, Interior 
and exterior painting, pressure washing, lawn 
care, hauling. and will monitor house during 
winter. Free Estimates. References. Call Tony. 
828-200-5770 or 828-482-0159. (st. 3/26) 

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/KEVIN 
VINSON: scanning photos, slides & nega-
tives to CD or DVD for easier viewing. Video 
transfer to DVD. Everything done in house. 
Leave message at 828-526-5208. (st. 6/4) 

BUSINESS FOR SALE
CASHIERS RESTAURANT. Owner 

is retiring from Randevu Restaurant. Turn 
Key Operation in the center of town. Con-
tact Michael Moore for details. Call 603-

520-0523. Randevucashiers@gmail.com 
(st. 11/19)

REAL ESTATE/BIZ FOR SALE
HIGHLANDS CONDO – 1 bed 

plus bonus room with 2 bathrooms, activ-
ity room, one-car garage. 239-597-2959. 
(st. 7/16)

LOTS. 3.22 ACRES. Borders NSFS. 
VIEWS. Well, septics, utilities, roads installed. 
PRIVATE. Multiple exit/entry. 2/2 residence. 
asking $186,000 Call 828.482.2050. 

SIX ACRES ON BUCK CREEK 
ROAD behind Highlands-Cashiers Hos-
pital. Sign on property. 843-460-8015. (st. 
5/30) 

2/2 CLAYTON HOME IN LOWER 
CLEAR CREEK. 1+acre,Private. View. 
$118,000. Call 706.782.9728 (st. 9/5) 

REAL ESTATE FOR RENT
CUTE 2 BEDROOM, 2 BATH 

COTTAGE and bonus room. Terrific 
large porch and wood burning fireplace 8 
mins from town. $1500/month. Furnished 
or unfurnished. Minimum one year rental. 
Available later this fall. Mrpaulkrk@yahoo.
com (st. 9/3)

...CASES continued from page 19

Weekly 
Classified Ad Rates

$6 for 10 words;
20 cents for each additional word;

$2 for color block;
$5 for graphic;

Call 828-200-1371 or email 
highlandseditor@aol.com

public.”
Some traffic tickets and other infractions or citations 

can be handled online, as can some court filings, at online 
services.nccourts.org. Only North Carolina residents, not 
out-of-state residents, can use the service at this time.

Though operations will scale back, essential judicial 
functions continue, including emergency hearings to ensure 
protections for victims of  domestic violence and certain 
hearings for in-jail defendants.



“Ace is the Place.”

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

www.highlandsiscalling.com
828-526-3717 

11

Country Club Properties
“Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals.”
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2 “Highlands is calling  
and I must go.”

6

Suzanne McDavid
Broker

cell: (678) 276-6133 • Off: (828) 526-8300

401 N 5th St., Highlands

SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery
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Mitzi Rauers, Broker 
404-218-9123 

mitzi@meadowsmtnrealty.com
meadowsmountainrealty.com

13

K-H Park

Martin-Lipscomb 
Performing Arts Center 

(PAC)

Top 12% 
of 

Brokers 
in 2019

Sotheby’s
is the top

firm in
Highlands 
since 2013 

Andrea Gabbard

c 828.200.6742

o 828.526.8300
AndreaGabbard@gmail.com

“Local Expertise. Global Connections.”
114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706

Sheryl Wilson

Licensed in NC and GA
Doug Helms
828.226.2999

Clif Gottwals
303.887.7479

P H ALMER    OUSE
PROPERTIES

ELEVATED

•classiFieDs• 3
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Highlander 
Mountain 

House 
& 

The Ruffed 
Grouse 
Tavern

highlandermountainhouse.com



cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

242 S. 4th St. & Pop up 
on Main Street

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

828-526-2338

30  ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

Open Year-Round • 6 days a week
343-D Main Street. • 526-4035

Open 
Inside 

&
Outside
11a-4p

5:30-til?

8

9

www.wildthymegourmet.com

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

6

Investing in Life – On a Whole New LevelInvesting in Life – On a Whole New Level

Susie deVille
Broker Associate

828-371-2079

Pat Gleeson
Owner, BIC

828-782-0472

Bee Gleeson 
Broker Associate

404-307-1415

125 South 4th Street, Highlands • (828) 526-8118 
www.WhiteOakRG.com

Christal Green 
Broker Assoc./Office Admin.

828-200-9699

Tom Bean
Broker Associate

828-526-6383

474 Main Street
828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

Closed Dec. 18-25
Reopening Dec. 26-31

Now taking New Year’s Eve 
reservations

Open for dinner
4-8p

Everyday
Dec. 26-31

Main Street Highlands • Reservations: 526-4906

Closed Wednesday for dinner

Taste the difference. Always fresh.

Serving 6 days a week
(Closed Tuesdays)Jody Lovell • 828.226.6303

• #1 Broker Highlands/
Cashiers MLS 2001-2019

• #1 Broker North Carolina 
2016/2017

• Top 2 Broker North Carolina 
2018 per Real Trends

Pat Allen 
Broker-in-charge

Cell: 828-200-9179 
pat@patallenrealtygroup.com 

Office: 828-526-8784
295 Dillard Road

Highlands, NC 28741

 5

Not the Biggest ... Just the Best!
www.patallenrealtygroup.com 

Top Producers for 15 Years

Open Dec. 17-Jan. 2
Dinner every night from 5p
Please call for reservations!


