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Pilot found dead in plane wreckage 
near Whiteside Mountain

By Brian O’Shea
Plateau Daily News

Rescue crews made their way 
through rugged terrain on Friday 

and located the wreckage of  a sin-
gle-engine private plane at approx. 
12:45 p.m. in southern Jackson 
County near Whiteside Mountain. 

The aircraft’s sole occupant was the 
pilot, Gary Huttleston of  Aiken, 
S.C., who was flying from Knox-

By Brittney Lofthouse
Each year schools across Ma-

con County submit funding re-
quests to the Board of  Education 
to address capital outlay needs 
within the district. Requests range 
in severity as well as financial need 
but are all made with the best in-
terest of  students in mind. 

This year’s complete capital 
outlay request submitted to the 
board exceeded three million dol-
lars – and even the prioritized list 
topped $2 million. 

While the needs remain to be 
great year after year, the funding to 
address the infrastructure needs in 
the district just don’t exist. 

Macon County Commission-
ers regularly allocate a half  a mil-
lion dollars for capital expenses, 

Funding 
needed for 

NC schools’ 
capital 

upgrades
Legislators suggest a $2  

billion K12 Bond referendum

Upgrades 
coming 
to K-H 

Founders 
Park

By Brian O’Shea
Plateau Daily News

Those looking to take a load 
off  at the chess tables while catch-
ing a live concert at Saturdays on 
Pine or just relaxing having a fam-
ily picnic, will find the stoned patio 
at Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders 
Park expanded to accommodate 
the popular lounging area.

“Founders of  Founders Park 
(FoFP) is expanding the chess 
table/picnic area for these rea-
sons; area gets considerable picnic 
use and foot traffic, area is heav-
ily shaded making it difficult to 
maintain grass turf, and it requires 
improved drainage,” said FoFP 
President Hank Ross. “After con-
struction, park patrons will have a 
clean, dry, and expanded space for 
picnicking.”

Portion of the Greenway leading from town to Mirror Lake.          – Photo by Brian O’Shea

Lack of sidewalk; pedestrian safety 
reason for Greenway extension

By Brian O’Shea
Last week, the Highlands 

Recreation Committee approved 
a request at its regular monthly 
meeting to extend the Highlands 

Plateau Greenway trail system from 
Oak Street across from the First 
Baptist Church, down the embank-
ment to the Greenway switchback 
on the Sled Run Trail.

“The proposed trail exten-
sion goes over town property 
(Rec Park), that’s why it needs 
town approval,” said Recreation 
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Dear Editor,
I am writing in regards to the Word Matter column in the March 7 edition, 

“Tax and borrow or tax and spend. Pick one.”
Mr. Katz presents a false choice between taxing and borrowing, and taxing 

and spending. Conspicuously absent is the alternative of  government living 
within its means. 

Both of  his choices are “taxing and spending,” which discourages efficiency 
and does not correlate with better government. If  it did, Venezuela would be in 
great shape financially. So would California, New York an Illinois.

What increased taxing and spending lead to is even more taxing and spending.
Rick Fenton

Highlands Cove

...on taxing, spending and borrowing

The March Highlands Town 
Board meeting is tonight 
at 7pm at the Highlands 

Community Center next to the 
ball field. The agenda has four 
major items.

First on the agenda are two 
letters that I have written to our 
legislative delegation. There are 
two joint senate and house bills 
under consideration in Raleigh 
that are not good for communi-
ties like Highlands.

The first letter requests Senator Davis 
and Representative Corbin to vote against, 
or at least modify, SB 87 and HB 91. Both 
bills call for the merger of  municipal ABC 
boards into single county ABC boards.  I, 
along with our local ABC Board, think this 
is not a good idea for Highlands.  Currently, 
all ABC profits are distributed through the 
Highlands ABC board to town depart-
ments like recreation, the general fund 
and law enforcement.  Funds also go to 
nonprofit organizations, especially those 
dealing with addiction and recovery initia-
tives. Highlands plateau folks should over-
see our ABC operation and can determine 
best how funds are managed.  The counter 
argument is that some large counties have 

too many ABC boards.  With just 
two, Franklin and Highlands, that 
is not Macon County’s situation. I 
would have no problem with the 
legislation if  it were modified to 
make merger into a single county 
board a local option initiative rath-
er than a state mandate.

Speaking of  mandates, the 
second letter expresses opposition 
to HB287 and SB179.  This legis-
lation is an unfunded mandate for 

a special separation payout upon retirement 
for firefighters and EMC workers.  

The separation allowance would go 
beyond the current employee retirement 
benefits. Law enforcement retirees already 
receive this compensation and the new leg-
islation extends it to first-responders. Volun-
teer firefighters are excluded.  The issue is 
that the legislation is another unfunded state 
mandate that towns and cities will have to 
fund.  Over the last few years municipali-
ties have increased their contributions to the 
municipal employees’ retirement fund to in-
sure future solvency. This mandate will addi-
tional pressure on towns like Highlands.  On 
the other hand, I support the state improv-
ing the retirement for volunteer firefighters 
and shoring up the teachers and state em-
ployees’ retirement system.

I will be asking the Town Board to en-
dorse these letters addressing these matters. 
As I have said before, what happens in Ra-
leigh doesn’t stay in Raleigh, it impacts us 
here in Highlands.

The board will also be reviewing a 
proposal drafted by me to extend the lease 
law to residential neighborhoods. Last year 
a pit bull running loose attacked a man at 
this home. The man had to go to the hospi-
tal.  The proposal allows folks to keep their 
dogs in their yards off  leash as long as the 
dog is under control. The owner can even 
walk their dog in residential areas off  leash 
so long as the owner maintains visual site of  
their dog and has voice control over the ani-
mal.  What the proposal does do is prohibit 
dogs from running loose in town.  It will 
protect both people and dogs.

Also, tonight the board will do a final 
review of  the contract to build the fiber op-
tic network.  Last week the loan was closed 
with BB & T, so construction can begin in 
the coming months.

See you tonight.

Saying ‘no’ to unfunded state mandates
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MeadowsMountainRealty.com  |  828.526.1717

At Highlands Falls CC 
2334 CASHIERS ROAD

Downtown Highlands
488 MAIN STREET

New Office in Cashiers 
132 HIGHWAY 107 SOUTH

SCALY MOUNTAIN Amazing views from this contemporary home in King 
Mountain located on the Atlanta side of Highlands about six miles from Main Street. 
The home was designed by Jim Fox; the focal point in a sunken fireplace niche with 
comfortable seating to enjoy a relaxing evening with friends in front of a blazing fire. 
The master level is upstairs and includes an office with lots of windows. The lower 
level boasts a family room with glass all around plus two sweet sleeping areas.

MLS# 89729  |  Offered for $895,000

HIGHLANDS FALLS CC With handsome wood floors throughout the 
common areas, a stone fireplace and vaulted ceilings, the home has a terrific floor-
plan that makes entertaining a breeze. A new kitchen features an oversized island, 
granite countertops and stainless steel appliances. The large master suite opens to 
the covered deck and features lots of windows. The lower level boasts three bed-
rooms plus a family room with wet bar. Level fenced back yard - perfect for pets!

MLS# 89562  |  Offered for $995,000

HIGHLANDS IN-TOWN  This one level living home is only steps away 
from the Performing Art Center/Play House. Offers a large back deck for 
entertain-ing, detached-oversized two car garage, which could be turned into a 
guest cottage. Incredible private flat back yard with its own art studio. Landscaped yard is 
beautiful and perfect for pets and kids. This would also make a great vacation rental. 
Conve-niently located in town; walk to Main Street restaurants, shops & venues!

MLS# 88180  |  Offered for $799,900

COLD SPRINGS  This contemporary 4BR/5.5BA lake retreat was designed 
to take advantage of the lake front property. Upon entering, to your right is the din-
ing area and kitchen with vaulted ceilings with large semi-circular and picture win-
dows over the sink. Separating the kitchen from the living room is a fabulous floor-to-
ceiling native stone fireplace. The master bedroom opens onto the deck and boasts a 
free-standing bed wall which separates the master bath and closet from the bedroom.

MLS# 89307  |  Offered for $898,000



• Highlands Area Dining •

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round.
Gourmet Foods, Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Serving Lunch 
11a to 4p

Serving Dinner 
from 5:30p 

Closed Wednesdays
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Open Year Round • 6 days

Asia House
Japanese • Asian• Thai Cuisine

Mon. thru Thurs., 11a to 10p
Fri., & Sat., 11a to 11 p

Sun., noon to 10p
828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900

We Cater!
151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

Please call for reservations

Closed Wednesdays AND Closed daily 3 to 4:30p 

Coffee • Espresso Drinks
Smoothies • Hot Soup
Paninis • Baked Goods

On Main Street • Highlands
7 days a week • 7a to 6p • 526-0020

In Wright Square
137 Main Street

Dine In or Take Out
828-487-4633

Open Mon.-Sat. 7a to 4p • Sun. 8a to 3p
All Day Craft Breakfast, Lunch

and Pastries Galore
Vegan & Vegetarian Options

Eggs Your Way • Omelets 
Corn Beef  Hash • Eggs Benedict 

3 Chef-Crafted Soups Daily 
Salads

Hot Sandwiches Daily
Hand-made in-House Burgers

Panni Sandwiches • Cubans • Ruebens 
and much more!
Come See Us!

474 Main Street | 828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

Open Wednesday - Saturday
Bistro Opens at 4pm | Dining Room at 5:30pm

Celebrating 25 Years!

828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah
www.ontheverandah.com

US 64 west • Highlands

Open in 
March
Friday 

& 
Saturday

The LOG CABIN
CASUAL DINING

Just off Main Street in a historic 
1924 Joe Webb log cabin

828-526-5777
www.LogCabinHighlands.com

Now Open! Come Join Us!
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Book a private cooking class with Rachel 
at the Spice & Tea Exchange shop.

Get a group together and come ready 
for fun, good food and laughs!

$30/person

828-482-1609 • 330 Main Street, Highlands

We are fighting the Winter Blues!

Fri. & Sat. 1, 4, and 7 p.m.; 
Sunday 1 and 4 p.m; 

NO MOVIES MONDAY; 
Tues., Wed., & Thurs. 1, 4, 7 p.m.

 $10 / $2 off on Tuesdays.

•obituaries•

William “Bill” Claude 
Houston, 65, of  Highlands 
passed away Thursday, March 
14, 2019.

Born in Macon County, 
Bill was the son of  the late 
Frank and Lois Houston of  
Highlands. In addition to his 
parents, he was preceded in 
death by his wife, Sarah Hous-
ton and brother, Jim Houston. 
Bill was a rock mason and loved 
to fish, hunt, and travel.

Bill is survived by two sons, Chris Houston (Mandy) 
of  Highlands and Charlie Houston (Kristen) of  Doug-
lasville, GA; four grandchildren, Sarah, Grace, Charlotte, 
and Christian; two brothers, Tommy Houston and Larry 
Houston (Faith) both of  Highlands; and sister, Sandy Mc-
Cormick (David) of  GA.

A Memorial Service will be held at 1 pm, Saturday, 
March 23 at Buck Creek Baptist Church. Rev. Jamie Pass-
more will officiate. Burial will be in Buck Creek Baptist 
Church Cemetery.

In lieu of  flowers, memorial donations can be made to 
Buck Creek Baptist Church Cemetery Fund, c/o Geneva 
Vaughn, 133 Embers Drive, Highlands, NC 28741.

Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements

Joyce Arlene Rice Speed, age 50, of  Clarkesville, Ga., 
went home to be with her Lord and Savior with her loving 
family by her side on March 11, 2019 and now has sweet 
wonderful peace. She was born June 1, 1968 the daughter 
of  Rev. Oliver Rice and the late Mary Green Rice.

Along with her father and step mother, Barbara Reed 
Rice she is survived by her loving husband Jerry Speed of  
Clarkesville, Ga., one son Phillip Speed of  Clarkesville, Ga., 
one daughter Arizona Speed of  Clarkesville, Ga., two sis-
ters Lynn Lovell (Doug) of  Clarkesville, Ga., Peggy Brewer 
(Kenneth) of  Franklin, NC., one step sister Vickie Owens 
(Clay) of  Clayton, Ga. one step brother James Reed of  
Clayton, Ga. also a number of  nieces and nephews also 
survive.

She was a devoted member of  New Birth Baptist 
Church where she loved singing and serving her Lord. She 
was a loving wife, mother daughter and sister; she enjoyed 
taking pictures, making crafts, jewelry, going hunting and 
fishing.

Funeral services were at the New Birth Baptist Church 
200 Hollywood Hills Rd, Clarkesville, Ga.30523. with Rev. 
Johnny Truelove and Rev. Mike Wilson officiating. Grave-
side services followed at Blue Valley Baptist Church Cem-
etery with Rev. Johnny Loudermilk officiating.

In lieu of  flower’s donations may be made to Beck 
Funeral Home 898 Hwy 441 South Clayton Ga., 30525 to 
help with funeral expenses.

Beck Funeral Home, in Clayton, Georgia, wa in charge 
of  the arrangements. If  there are any questions, please call 
706-782-9599. An online Memorial Register Book is avail-
able at www.beckfuneralhome.com.

Joyce Arlene Rice Speed

William ‘Bill’ Claude Houston

Condolences can be made to the family at www.macon-
funeralhome.com

More than 100 
people attended the 
remembrance memo-
rial service for Roberta 
(Mrs. Fletcher Wolfe) 
on Saturday March 16 at 
St. Matthias Episcopal 
Church in Toccoa, GA. 

Mrs. Wolfe, born 
in 1931, passed away 
Tuesday, March 12, 
2019 at Northeast Geor-
gia Medical Center in 
Gainesville, GA. She 
had resided recently at 
the Chestnut Hill As-
sisted Living Center in 
Highlands.

The service, con-
ducted by Rev. Doris 
Graf-Smith, was assisted 
by several past High-
lands Episcopal Church 
of  the Incarnation staff  
members who served 
when Mr. Wolfe was Music Director there for many years. 

Assisting Rev. Smith was Father Brian Sullivan, Verger, 
Helen Moore and organist Robert Henry. Molly McKim 
Sang “O Divine Redeemer.” 

Also participating in the remembrances was, Chaplain, 
Rev. Neil Cardwell and Atlanta Attorney, Russell Waldon. 
Both of  these remembered Mrs. Wolfe with a loving recol-
lection of  their youth spent in the Atlanta Boy Choir where 
she mentored them with such affection and care.

Many of  those attending the ceremony traveled from 
other states to honor this lady who touched so many lives. 
Highlanders attending were, Angie Jenkins, Stell Huie, Mary 
Bean, the McKim family, Joanna Rainey, Harriet Lawrence, 
E.J. Tarbox and Jodie Zhaner.

A graduate of  Georgetown College as an art major, 
Mrs. Wolfe attended Southern Baptist Seminary with a ma-
jor in Theology and Religious Education. Further graduate 
studies in art took her to Cortona, Italy, where she was rec-
ognized by the University of  Georgia for her outstanding 
bronze sculptures. Postgraduate studies in art were also pur-
sued at Georgia State University and Oglethorpe University. 

As a high school art teacher for over 40 years, her career 
included teaching in Manhattan, NY, Montclair, NJ, Louis-
ville, KY, Athens, GA and the Fulton County School Sys-
tem. She was on the faculty of  the High Museum of  Art 
School and was costume and set designer for Atlanta’s opera 
and ballet companies. 

Mrs. Wolfe was awarded the prestigious Jeanne d’Arc 
Gold Medal by the city of  Orleans for her promotion of  
the arts in France. She helped found The Georgia Festival 
of  the Arts in Italy and received several honors for this ac-
complishment. 

She counts as one of  her most important achievements 

Roberta ‘Bobbe’ Wolfe

as being one of  the founding artists of  Atlanta’s Piedmont 
Arts Festival. She has served the Atlanta Boy Choir for 
many years as its artistic designer and tour coordinator. 

She is survived by her husband of  64 years, Fletcher 
Wolfe of  Sky Valley, GA.
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Courtney Scarborough, Production Coordinator 

Thursday-Saturday, March 21, 22, 23 and March 28, 29, 30 
Doors open at 6:30 p.m. Shows begin at 7:00 p.m. 

Y 0ur Nut11ber is Up 
Written by Betty Prisendorf 

Directed by Donna Cochran 

O T�llellb�ut11 
Written by Mark Harvey Levine 

Directed by Todd Lipphardt 

Life with J�t11ie 
Written by Lauren Yee 

Directed by Jamie Thomas 

L�t W0rds 
Written by Philip Kaplan 

Directed by Lynleigh McLain 

Highlands Performing Arts Center, 507 Chestnut Street 
Tickets: 828-526-8084 or highlandscashiersplayers.org 

Here is to public shaming of the uninformed
Dear Editor:

I write to respond to Brian L. Buckley’s 
letter published in your March 7 edition en-
titled “‘Last week was very busy for me.’’. 
What he expresses is seriously misinformed 
and gratuitously disrespectful. 

The Mayor and Town Board spend 
many hours on town business and, IMHO, 
are worth at least 10 times what they are 
paid. I will address their hard work, but first 
want to point out that the Mayor is not a 
voting member of  the Town Board. I also 
want to point out that the town owns and 
maintains the electric distribution system, 
and that is why it is impossible for the town 
to just “pass through” Duke’s wholesale 
rate charges. As for “no value added,” there 
are of  course the costs of  maintaining and, 
when necessary, replacing that system. Who 
does Brian Buckley think does that work? 
Furthermore, if  the town charged rates 
reflecting the replacement cost of  the sys-
tem assets, our electric rates would be much 
higher.

The Mayor and the members of  the 
Town Board spent many hours last year 
studying the terms of  the Mission sale of  
our hospital, and courageously passed a res-
olution imploring the Attorney General of  
the State to improve those terms. These im-
provements were achieved and were widely 

reported in the local papers. I spent many 
hours (pro bono) with the Mayor working 
on strategy, and he developed other citi-
zen group contacts across Western North 
Carolina in order to form a coalition broad 
enough to influence the Attorney General. 
We made many trips together to Asheville 
to meet with other coalition members. We 
made a trip to Raleigh, starting at 7 a.m. and 
returning at 1 a.m., to meet with the Attor-
ney General. All of  these were at our own 
expense.

The Mayor got contributions from civ-
ic-minded residents to help pay the former 
Attorney General and Governor of  Mis-
souri to assist our efforts, based on his suc-
cessful prior experience with similar sales of  
local hospitals to profit entities in Missouri 
and Kansas. None of  this involved any 
expense to the town. I also know that the 
Mayor has worked hard to bring broadband 
to Highlands. All of  these things — and 
more — are what the Mayor, Town Board 
and town employees do. All are necessary to 
the continued vibrance of  the town.

In conclusion, we can only hope there 
could be public shaming of  uninformed 
and disrespectful comments about our pub-
lic life. 

Barrett K. Hawks
Highlands

above and beyond their $6 million contri-
bution to general operating costs of  the 
school system, but with aging buildings and 
a growing student population, it rarely even 
puts a dent in the district’s needs. 

The top request from Highlands 
school followed a national trend of  ad-
dressing school security by requesting fenc-
ing to enclose the campus which sits just 
off  the roadside. The Highlands fencing re-
quest was paired with a request from South 
Macon Elementary for the same, with early 
estimates of  the joint project falling just un-
der $60,000. Members of  the board found 
fencing to be a priority, but whether or not 
the project will make the final cut remains 
to be seen. 

Like Franklin High School, Highlands 
School also requested funding to cover 
walkways throughout the school’s campus 
so students aren’t walking from building to 
building in the rain. The total request for 
both Franklin High School and Highlands 
School was estimated to cost $145,000 with 
board members prioritizing $100,000 to be-
gin the project in phases.

For the last several years Highlands 
School has requested funds to install stage 
lighting on the stage in the gym. The project 
is estimated to cost $30,000 and is needed 
for both functionality to properly utilize the 
space for students as well as safety for when 
the stage is being used. However, as in years 
past, the project was not deemed a priority 
and has already been nixed from this year’s 
consideration list. 

Macon County’s struggle to balance the 
needs of  school infrastructure against avail-
able funding options isn’t unique. In fact, 
the North Carolina General Assembly has 
been grappling with the issue for years, most 
recently proposing a $2 billion K12 Bond 
referendum to address capital outlay needs 
across the state. 

House Speaker Tim Moore originally 
proposed the $1.9 billion bond, which im-
mediately garnered support from Macon 
County House Rep. Kevin Corbin. Moore’s 
idea is backed by Governor Roy Cooper, 
who readdressed the idea during his State of  
the State address at the end of  last month.  

“Right now, four in 10 public schools 

in our state are at least 50 years old,” Coo-
per said. “That means they’re still using the 
schools you and I went to.”

Other Republicans in the General As-
sembly have countered Moore’s bond pro-
posal to address school construction needs 
without increasing the state’s debt load. 

The legislation proposed by Republi-
cans is a starting point to address the crisis 
unfolding across the state. House Bill 241 
(which would issue bonds to fund school 
capital needs) and Senate Bill 5 (which 
earmarks General Fund revenue to public 
school capital) – differ in how they would 
pay for increased school construction but 
share two common features:

Both plans would reduce funding for 
state needs other than school construction. 
Neither plan raises additional revenue, so 
paying for school construction necessarily 
means reductions in other areas of  the bud-
get, including funding for K-12 education.

While potentially making an important 
contribution, neither option will meet all of  
the needs facing the state’s public schools 
nor address school building needs beyond 
the next decade.

The bonds proposed by Moore’s H.B. 
241 would likely provide public schools with 

the greatest benefit, but neither of  the cur-
rent proposals would raise additional rev-
enue to pay for school construction needs 
and therefore ensure an ongoing solution 
to the challenge of  financing capital needs. 

Without raising additional revenues, 
servicing the debt on a school bond or 
increasing General Fund earmarks for 
school building appropriations will force 
more cuts in other areas, including educa-
tion.

“If  I didn’t believe that this was a fis-
cally responsible approach; that this was a 
way that actually is a fiscally conservative 
approach for taxpayers, you wouldn’t see 
me standing before you advocating for 
this,” Moore said.

In the past, school districts have 
mostly relied on money raised locally in 
the county. It’s been 20 years since the state 
has stepped in with major funding for cap-
ital outlay needs. 

If  Moore’s bill passes, it will be placed 
in the primary ballot for 2020 for state vot-
ers to address the need. In the meantime, 
Macon County will have to continue to 
lean on county commissioners to provide 
funding to place temporary Band-aids on a 
growing problem. 
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� MOUNTAIN FRESH GROCERY 
EVER¥ FRIDAY AND SATURDAY NIGHT 
BEER, WINE, AND P.REMIUM COCKTAILS AVAILABLE 

FRIDAY NIGHT IS STEAKHOUSE NIGHT 
FROM 5:30PM TO 7:30PM (DINE-IN ONLY) 

18.99 
18.99 
23.99 
24.99 

ORDER FRON THE 6RILL 
GRILLED WILD-CAUGHT SALMON 
12-OUNCE NY STRIP
12-OUNCE RIBEYE
8-OUNCE FILET
TWO 5-OUNCE LOBSTER TAILS 24.99 

THEN HELP YOURSELF TO THE PREMIUM HOT AND 
COLD BAR WITH STEAKHOUSE SPECIALTIES SUCH AS: 

FRENCH ONION SOUP, SPINACH GRATIN, 
BAKED POTATOES, STEAK FRIES, MAC 'N CHEESE, 

SHERRI ED MUSHROOMS, POTATOES AU GRATIN, FRENCH 
GREEN BEANS, AND DESSERT. 

SATURDAY NIGHT IS BARBEQUE NIGHT 
FROM 5:30PM TO 7:30PM (DINE-IN ONLY) 

Adults $13.99 I 10 and under $7.99 
CONTINUOUSLY SERVED FRESH FROM THE HOT BAR! 

Rotating BBQ selections such as: 
PULLED PORK 

SMOKED CHICKEN 
SMOKED RIBS 
BEEF BRISKET 
FLANK STEAK 

SIDES MAY INCLUDE: 
CORNBREAD, COLLARD GREENS, COLESLAW, 

BAKED BEANS, AND HUSHPUPPIES. 

VISIT MFGRO.COM FOR DETAILS 

COOKING FOR HIG HLANDS 
MON-SAT OPEN AT 7AM AND SUNDAYS AT 8AM 

CORNER OF FIFTH & MAIN, HIGHLANDS NC • 828.526.2400 • MFGRO.COM 

•WorD Matter•

Bud Katz

Watch out, our town is changing … again

I had a brief  conversation 
recently with someone I’ve 
known since the missus 

and I moved to Highlands full-
time eight years ago. He was la-
menting some coming changes 
on our local landscape. Life in 
the face of  change, even rela-
tively minor change, even what 
might appear to be change for 
the better, is often a daunting 
proposition. I believe that in some way, 
the manner in which people view and 
react to change is one of  the things that 
indicates how we see the world, and our 
lives, and whether we do so in positive or 
negative terms.

One of  the changes underway here 
in Highlands involves the clearing of  a 
relatively small parcel of  land across from 
the Highlands Community Center build-
ing. My understanding of  this project is 
that the property is to become home to 
several residences, which will be few in 
number and upscale in nature. Still, at 
least one person I know views this proj-
ect on 4th Street, which is happening 
under the auspices of  the people at Old 
Edwards Inn, with concern. Trepidation 
seems mostly to focus on the fate of  
some possibly historic buildings adjacent 
to the construction site. Since OEI itself  
is housed in an historic building I have 
to believe they’ll be sensitive to the sur-
rounding property.

Another sizable project, already 
underway on Chestnut Street, involves 
significant renovation and addition to 
the Martin-Lipscomb Performing Arts 
Center. The PAC is home base for the 
Highlands-Cashiers Players and will, 
upon completion, house the lineup cur-
rently presenting at the Highlands Play-
house, including its schedule of  feature 
films. When this happens the fate of  the 
current Highlands Playhouse building on 
Oak Street will come into question. There 
has been rampant speculation regarding 
the future of  the historic building, which 
sits between the Highlands Police De-
partment and the Highlands Volunteer 
Fire Department facilities. 

There is justifiable concern regarding 
the fate of  the nearly 90-year-old, town-
owned structure, which once housed the 
auditorium for the Highlands School. I 
believe it’s fair to say there will be pas-
sionate opposition to even any mention 
of  tearing down the Highlands Playhouse 
building. Based on more than a few brief  

conversations about this I be-
lieve the building is going to 
survive.

Some people are comfort-
able with change. Others can 
be profoundly disturbed by it. 
I’m sure there are psychologi-
cal matters at play with regard 
to how people view change, 
and perhaps these matters are 
magnified when the change 

under discussion is either taking place right 
in front of  us or has the potential for di-
rectly affecting us. 

If  we think about it, and I do, a lot, 
change is something most of  us have to 
deal with all the time whether we like it or 
not. And the longer we live, and the more 
comfortable we wish we could feel, even 
what may appear as insignificant change 
can be both upsetting and unsettling. 

A walk down Main Street or up the 
hill on 4th Street with someone who has 
a specific picture in her or his mind from 
a year, or two years, or five years ago can 
result in some surreal, head-shaking con-
fusion.

“Wait! Where’s Scudder’s? It used to 
be right there.” Sorry, but they’re gone, af-
ter maybe 43 years. Next year at this time 
the Stone Lantern near the corner of  Main 
and 4th streets will have closed.

“Well, let’s go to Jolie’s.” Sorry, gone, 
after 29 years.

As is, I suspect, the case with many 
friends and neighbors, when we happened 
upon Highlands back in 2006, and then 
when we decided to buy property here lat-
er that same year, and then again, when we 
cut any other cords and made it our full-
time home, I wished on some level I could 
snap my fingers and preserve it exactly as 
I had first experienced it. Unfortunately, 
that’s not the way things work. 

Like it or not, places you and I have 
cherished have gone out of  business or 
the operators retired and closed up shop. 
I can’t begin to recall all the goings and 
comings and moves that have happened in 
town since we located here. 

It’s the nature of  existence. Things 
change. Stuff  happens. Life intervenes.

Some friends who used to visit High-
lands regularly recently lamented to me 
that they don’t know if  or when they’ll 
be coming back because, “It’s just not the 
same as it used to be.” 

Indeed, it’s not. Please tell me, what 
is?
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Dr. Joseph H. Wilbanks, D.D.S.

706-886-9439 • 800-884-9439

278 East Doyle St. • Toccoa, GA

COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF.

You are only 50 miles away from 30 years experience in top-
notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch. 

• Dental Implants • Root Canal 
Therapy

• SINGLE VISIT CROWNS! 
• Orthodontics including Invisalign  

• Wisdom Teeth Extractions 
and of course Fillings and Cleanings.

(IV Sedation, too)

www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com

...PLANE continued from page 1
ville, Tenn., to Aiken, but crashed 
approx. 40 minutes into the flight 
and did not survive.

At approx. 6:30 p.m. on 
March 14, the Air Force Rescue 
Coordination Center (AFRCC) 
contacted the Jackson County 911 
Communication Center reporting 
a plane was in distress in southern 
Jackson County. 

Further information from the 
AFRCC and the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) indicated 
that the plane was last seen on 
radar at 6:14 p.m., said Glenville-
Cashiers Rescue Squad (GCRS) 
Public Information Officer Nat 
Turner. 

The missing aircraft was lo-
cated after a private plane flew 
overhead and called Macon Coun-
ty 911 to report it, said Jackson 
County Emergency Management 
Director Todd Dillard. By using 
a drone from N.C. Emergency 
Management, search teams were 
able to locate the wreckage.

Once the plane was found, 
crews made their way through 
difficult terrain to reach the crash 
site. GCRS Chief  Jeff  Stewart said 
it was slow going reaching the ob-
jective area.

“It wasn’t that far in, but 
it was really awful terrain,” said 
Stewart. “You’re down on your 
knees crawling, you aren’t walk-
ing, and everything was steep and 
slick. The weather clearing up is 
what really helped us.” 

The initial search for the air-
craft began on Thursday evening 
in both Macon and Jackson coun-
ties and rescue crews had to deal 
with heavy rains and dense fog. 
Highlands Fire & Rescue (HFR) 
Chief  Ryan Gearhart said he had 
about a dozen people following 
up on leads searching along Horse 
Cove Road in the Rich Gap and 
Walking Stick areas.

“It was very limited, obvi-
ously,” said Gearhart regarding 
Thursday’s operation. “I told 
Robbie (HFR Asst. Chief  Robbie 
Forrester) if  it’s on the side or just 
off  the road we might see it, but 
if  it’s in the woods, you couldn’t 
see at all. The terrain was chal-
lenging enough, then the weather, 
the time of  day, it all compounds 
things and makes it difficult.”

The search had to be called 

off  because of  dangerous weather 
conditions, which Gearhart said is 
a tough call to make but safety is 
the top priority.

“I’ve got to look out for 
about a dozen guys out there,” he 
said. “We had to weigh our op-
tions. It was unknown terrain, you 
could just be walking in the dark 
and walk off  a cliff. It’s really a 
hard call to make not knowing if  
the person in trouble is still alive, 
but you hope and pray for the 
best.”

As information was coming 
in throughout Thursday evening, 
HFR and GCRS crews were fol-
lowing all leads and searching pos-
sible coordinates the plane may 
have went down. The call to post-
pone the search was made after all 
the leads had been exhausted.

“We went to every lead we 
had, it was all we could do,” said 
Gearhart. “Once you do that, it’s 
just a needle in a haystack. Safety is 
of  the utmost importance and you 
have to look out for your team.”

Gearhart said his team went 
out again on Friday to assist 
GCRS. By that point it was con-
firmed the plane had gone down 
in Jackson County and GCRS 
was leading the operation. Gear-
hart said he has been involved in 
dozens of  search and rescue op-
erations in the past and was im-
pressed with GCRS’ management 
of  the operation.

“HFR is fire rescue, we do 
some search, some swift water res-
cue, some rock rescue, but that’s 
all these guys (GCRS) do,” said 
Gearhart. “I’ll say one thing, that 
was one of  the most coordinated 
and top-notch operations I’ve ever 
been a part of.”

Recovery operations are un-
derway, and Dillard said National 
Transportation Safety Board and 
FAA investigators are assessing 
the cause of  the incident.

“The investigators at NTSB 
and FAA are very good at what 
they do and they’re going out to 
the crash site to conduct a thor-
ough investigation to determine 
what happened,” he said. 

He added there is no firm 
timeline set for the investigation. 
Gearhart said reaching the wreck-
age is challenging, crews must 
take an ATV, then ride in a canoe 

across a lake, and then hike up to 
the crash site.

Multiple local, state, and 
federal agencies assisted with the 
search and rescue operations in-
cluding the Glenville-Cashiers 
Rescue Squad, Jackson County 
Rescue Squad, US Forest Service, 
NC Wildlife Resources, Jackson 
County Sheriff ’s Office, Jackson 
County Emergency Manage-
ment, Swain County Emergency 
Management, N.C. Forest Ser-
vice, N.C. Emergency Manage-
ment, and the Civil Air Patrol.

Stewart said it’s common 
for multiple agencies in the area 
to respond to incidents like a 
downed aircraft.

“You divide and conquer, 
you share information and get 
information from these guys and 
you go check out a lead,” said 
Stewart. “Then hopefully some-
thing there points you in the right 
direction. Then you can build on 
that and end up with a positive 
result. It’s a hunt.”

Dillard said Emergency 
Management is there to support 
incident commanders with the 
logistics of  coordinating resourc-
es from multiple agencies.

“We’re facilitators and en-
ablers,” said Dillard. “We take 
a load off  of  the commanders 
and get them what they need and 
bring a lot of  resources to bear.”

The wreckage was found down the 
cove in Jackson County
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•inVesting at 4,118 Ft. •

Pat Allen, BIC 
Pat Allen Realty Group

Cell: 828-200-9179 
pat@patallenrealtygroup.com 

828-526-8784

***************** 
MACON COUNTY 
DEMOCRATIC CONVENTION 

wm � b "n � n,-
: Saturday, March 23 • 1 OAM : • • 
: Robert C. Carpenter Community Building · • 
: • •
: 

Hwy 441 South • Franklin 

Guest Speaker: . 
: State Senator Terry Van Duyn 
• • . • • . • • . • • • 

Candidate for Lt. Governor in 2020 

Light refreshments will be served 

All registered Democrats and 
Unaffliated voters are welcome 

and encouraged to attend. 
Macon County Democratic Party 

***************** 

Living in a small town 
has many advantages 
and a few disadvan-

tages. Being a real estate bro-
ker allows me to experience 
many things others don’t. 
One has to do with fur-
nished versus non-furnished 
home sales. And I have ex-
perienced it all! 

One recent controversy 
had to do with café curtains 
in the kitchen with roosters 
on them. The sellers refused 
to leave them and our buy-
ers said: “no deal!” I was 
able to work through it but 
with a lot of  time and ef-
fort!

When I list someone’s 
home in our area, typically 
it is a second or third home. It has there-
fore been furnished, either with new fur-
niture, or pieces from former homes, with 
care given to create a mountain look. So 
upon listing, most sellers are willing to in-
clude the furniture or negotiate it into the 
sale. Sound easy enough? That usually is 

Furnished or not furnished
not the case!

Sellers will tell me, “I will 
leave the furniture with a few 
exclusions.” This is where the 
complications begin. 

Upon listing I ask for 
the exclusion list and am told 
they will send it. Meanwhile, 
potential buyers look at the 
home and want to know ex-
clusions. I contact the seller, 
still waiting on the list. The 
potential buyer has seen the 
home and wants all the fur-
niture. I get the list and it is 
long, excluding many more 
items than a “few personal 
things!” 

The buyer feels we 
have not been forthcoming 
and gets miffed. This should 

not happen. 
To avoid this, the best advice is to re-

move any items that you want to keep be-
fore listing. You are selling the home and 
property it sits upon but furniture can 
create havoc. I have experienced this over 
a bowl, a picture, or a coffee table. It be-

comes a struggle for all – including brokers. 
We don’t want to get in the middle of  fur-
niture inclusions or exclusions. Several times 
we have the exclusion list and the seller real-
izes at the last minute they forgot something 
that was in the family. This can cause a deal 
to fall through. 

So, my advice for an easy sale and clos-
ing…please be thorough when making your 
list. Staged homes sell quicker than empty 
homes. It is worth the time to walk room 
by room and make a thorough list of  exclu-
sions. But even better, remove what will not 
stay. 

I’m so delighted Spring is just around 
the corner! 

TIP: Remember even though we 
have more sunlight now with longer days 
DON’T plant flowers until Mother’s Day! 
They will freeze…I know from experience!

• Pat Allen is BIC/owner of  Pat Allen Re-
alty Group and is a Certified Luxury Home Mar-
keting Specialist and a Certified Second Home and 
Resort specialist. The office is located at 295 Dil-
lard Road in Highlands. Contact Pat at 828-526-
8784 or 828 -200- 9179. Email her at pat@
patallenrealtygroup.com and check out her website 
at PatAllenRealtyGroup.com 

Archibald “Archie” 
Lyman Picklesimer, 95, 
passed away Friday, March 
15, 2019 in Keystone 
Heights, FL. Mr. Pick-
lesimer was born February 
22, 1924 in Macon County 
to the late Lyman E. Pick-
lesimer and Pearl Maybelle 
Talley Picklesimer. He was 
married 64 years to the 
late Lena Mae Davis Pick-
lesimer who preceded him.  
Mr. Archie retired as a su-
pervisor at a plastic manu-
facturing company; was a former member 
of  the VFW; a WWII Navy veteran; and a 
member of  the Blue Valley Baptist Church.

Archie was born and raised in High-
lands, NC.  After serving in the Navy he 
made his home in Sanford, ME for 44 
years before retiring to the mountains of  
NC which he loved. 

Survivors include his son, Glenn R. 
Picklesimer (Cindy) of  Keystone Heights, 
FL; three grandchildren, Aaron Picklesimer 
(Sarah), Kelly Hubbard (Michael), and 2nd 

Lt. US Army Adam Pick-
lesimer; two brothers, Rad-
ford Picklesimer and Brandon 
Picklesimer both of  High-
lands, NC.

Mr. Picklesimer was pre-
ceded in death by brothers 
Warren, Thornton, and Clark 
Picklesimer, and sisters An-
gile Picklesimer and Dorylas 
Early.

A funeral service will be 
held 11 a.m. Saturday, March 
23, 2019 at the Blue Valley 
Baptist Church with the Rev. 

Oliver Rice officiating. Burial will follow in 
the church cemetery. The family will receive 
friends from 10-11 a.m. prior to the service 
at the church. 

In lieu of  flowers donations may be 
made at the International Mission Board 
(IMB) online at give.imb.org

Online condolences can be left at www.
bryantgrantfuneralhome.com. Bryant-Grant 
Funeral home and Crematory is serving the 
Picklesimer family.

Archibald ‘Archie’ Lyman Picklesimer
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330 Dillard 
Road

Above
Highlands 
Decorating 

Center

Taylor Barnes Spa
• Therapeutic Massage
• Age Defying Facials

• Euphoric Feet & 
Reflexology

• Tuscan Wine Body 
Polish

• Personal Training
Taylor Barnes Salon

• Color, Cuts, 
• Make-up
• Up-Dos

• Hair Extensions
• Manicures
• Pedicures

828-526-4192

(® LE CREUSET•

50 °/Q Qffl 
¼( CALDREA 
)¼ 

In Stock only, while supplies last 
The Dry Sink Main Street Highlands, NC 

...UPGRADES continued from page 1

Put Your 
Best Face 
Forward

Center for Plastic Surgery
828-526-3783

209 Hospital Dr., Ste 202, Highlands

Call to find How

In the last two years, Ross 
said FoFP has redirected its efforts 
from major park construction to 
projects geared to enhance and 
maintain the park.

In addition to the patio expan-
sion, which is expected to be com-
pleted by next week, at last week’s 
Recreation Committee meeting, 
FoFP asked to use the town’s 
bucket truck to trim some Arbor-
vitae and other trees throughout 
the park growing in tight locations 
which makes handsaws difficult 
to operate. Highlands Recreation 
Director Lester Norris said it’s not 
certain if  the truck will be needed, 
but is always an option if  deemed 
necessary.

“This is still in the planning 
stages, so when the time is right, 
and it is decided who is going to 
do the trimming, then the plans 
for the truck if  needed will be de-
cided,” said Norris. 

He said it always helps 
streamline the process to get the 
issue before a committee before it 
is presented to the Board of  Com-
missioners.

“The Town Manager can ap-
prove this because it is town prop-
erty,” said Norris. “If  we know in 
advance, we try to get it before 
at least a committee of  the com-
missioners and if  they (Rec Com-
mittee) don’t have a problem, we 
move forward with it.”

The Rec Committee ap-
proved the use of  the town’s buck-
et truck if  necessary.

This is not the first time the 
town has collaborated with FoFP. 

The town has made several im-
provements in the past like those 
made last fall for the upcoming 
season including three new street 
lights, three new street trees, re-
movable bollards that mount in 
the street to replace temporary 
police barricades, the new Christ-
mas tree, etc., said Ross.

“We work hand-in-hand in 
partnership with the Town of  
Highlands and its park mainte-
nance efforts,” said Ross. “All ef-
forts are discussed and approved 
by the town.”

Norris said the relationship 
between the town and FoFP is 
beneficial to the community and 
appreciates all that they do.

“We work closely with the 
Friends of  Founders Park to keep 
the park up and make improve-
ments as we can,” said Norris. 
“This park property was bought, 

and the park was developed by 
funds raised by the Friends of  
Founders Park Coalition and they 
continue to raise funds to put into 
the park.”

Ross said there are other aes-
thetic improvements in the works 
at Founders.

“This year we will be restor-
ing the shrub and screening land-
scape near the corner of  Pine 
Street and Pine Alley, installing 
a new sign structure for the sign 
on the corner of  Pine Street and 
Pine Alley; and will provide an-
nual and perennial color with new 
plantings for the plaza and other 
border areas,” he said.

FoFP improvement projects 
are paid for by donors, and pro-
ceeds from tickets and sponsors 
from the Low Country Shrimp 
Boil fundraiser.

The picnic/patio area in the park is being expanded.

Director Lester Norris.
The proposed trail extension 

does not need Board of  Commis-
sioner approval, but Hillrie Quinn 
and John Akridge from the Green-
way made their presentation to the 
committee as to why this should 
be done; in case it did have to get 
Town Board approval.

Akridge said the trailhead 
near near enough to Maple Street 
will have high visibility to attract 
walkers. By connecting to the exist-
ing Oak Street Trail, it will provide 
a direct route to the Mirror Lake 
area. It will also provide an alter-
native to walking along high traf-

fic Oak Street with a walk-through 
nature and the landscaped trail-
head that will be an improvement 
over the overgrown unkempt area.

The Oak Street embankment 
is typically strewn with litter and 
has numerous downed trees. 

Highlands-Cashiers Land 
Trust Steward Kyle Pursel said the 
non-sidewalk parts of  the Green-
way are also pathways that do not 
contribute to impervious surfaces, 
which means better drainage dur-
ing heavy rains and less baking 
from the sun when it’s sunny.

“The new proposed connec-
tor will get people off  the sidewalk 

sooner, while still being close to 
the main roads, which could make 
the Rec Park part of  the Green-
way more accessible,” said Pursel.

Norris said the proposed trail 
extension also gives pedestrians a 
safer option to travel by getting 
them off  the side of  Oak Street 
that doesn’t have a sidewalk.

“There is a sidewalk that runs 
along Oak Street but it ends be-
fore it gets to the Greenway ga-
zebo at the start of  Sled Run Trail 
at First Street. When the sidewalk 
ends, people have to walk either 
on the road or through the grass.”

Oak Street has become a way 
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GAME CHANGER.

Total orthopedic care,
close to home

ORTHOPEDICS

209 Hospital Drive
Highlands, NC 28741

828-526-4346
missionhealth.org/orthopedics
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...GREENWAY continued from page 10

On March 1 Vince Malcer officially be-
came the Director of  Operations at Moun-
tain Fresh Grocery.

Owners Steve and Jennifer Snead-
Smith expect Malcer to take Mountain 
Fresh to new heights.

“Don and JT knew it all from their 
own experience. For us it was new. Yes, we 
learned a lot and we didn’t let it go haywire, 
but getting someone with this kind of  expe-
rience who can help us take Mountain Fresh 
to another level is helpful,” said Steve. “We 
didn’t want to come here and keep every-
thing the same, but the first year we didn’t 
want to stray too, far. But now that we have 
moved through the season, we see what 
needs improving and want to make some 
changes.”

Most recently Malcer comes from the 
Bradenton Country Club in Bradenton, FL 
where he was the executive chef, but he in 
regards to food he has seen and done it 
all along the way. He spent a decade with 
Whole Foods, almost a decade with the 
Cheesecake Factory as well as restaurants 
ranging from fine dining to sports clubs.

“I experienced each of  those places 
through trials and errors and I understand 
the structure and systems that are necessary 
to make it all work. So now, when I go into 
a place that doesn’t have the structures and 
systems that can make it all it can be, I want 
to bring all my best practices and really put 
them into place,” said Malcer.

Jennifer said with all that background, 
Malcer is a perfect fit for Mountain Fresh.

Structures and steps to making all the 
systems under the Mountain Fresh roof  
work involve the financials of  staffing, 
structural changes like opening up the line 

of  sight throughout the store; making it 
easier for customers to know where to go to 
get what they want and ways to alleviate the 
wait time and lines at the grill and pizza area.

 “We now have a third wheel to collabo-
rate with,” said Steve. “He has actually taken 
some of  our own visions and executed them 
and he has ideas he’s adding. He knows how 
to make it all happen which is good because 
we don’t have time for mistakes.” 

Changes coming down the pike include 
new fresh items in the deli section includ-
ing more vegetable options, more options 
on the Dinners to Go menu including more 
fish and desserts, on-line pizza ordering so 
people can pick up the pizza they have or-
dered and paid for online without waiting, 
artisanal breads and more.

Malcer’s wife grew up in Highlands and 
has been bringing her family to back for va-
cation for years. 

“My wife has been ‘taking me home’ 
on vacations for last eight years. I have been 
a patron and consumer here at Mountain 
Fresh and have seen its evolution. We always 
said eventually we wanted to make High-
lands home,” he said.

His family moved to Highlands the first 
of  the year, he followed a month later. Their 
children 11 and 16 started at Highlands 
School and everything fell into place. 

“It wasn’t forced … we were looking 
for the right person and we came together 
easily; the timing was right,” said Jennifer. 
“The same with us when we got Mountain 
Fresh a year ago. It all just fell into place. 
And we feel like Vince can now take us to 
another level.”

Malcer said he is excited about the po-
tential.

“I’m excited about enhancing every-
thing from a foodie’s standpoint. Bringing in 
an elevated look and feel and enhancing the 

foods we have here that will embrace the 
culture that is here with more of  a mezzo 
americano feel to certain offerings.” 

There’s a new face at Mountain Fresh Grocery

Owners of Mountain Fresh Grocery, Steve and Jennifer Snead-Smiths with Director of  
Operations Vince Malcer.

to bypass Main Street and is heavily used by 
motorists.

Norris added that the Greenway cur-
rently conducts a monthly work-day the 
third Saturday of  each month from 9 a.m. 
to noon. Most of  the labor for this project 
will be done by Greenway volunteers – a 
crew dedicated to preserving and improv-
ing the Greenway in town.

“The Greenway is always working on 
the trail system and looking for ways to en-
hance and improve the trails, and especially 
accessibility to different locations by way of  
trails,” said Norris. “We have such a natural 
landscape that is not always seen from the 
road. The Greenway gives people the op-
portunity to get out and enjoy the natural 
beauty of  Highlands.” Bridge spanning Mill Creek leading to the Rec 

Park trail.
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NOTE
• Sign up now for summer camps at the 

Highlands Nature Center. Call 828-526-2602 
or go online at highlandsbiological.org. Schol-
arships available.

• Sign up for the Highlands Historical 
Society’s free Kelsey Kids summer day camp 
for children ages 8-11 set for Mon. - Fri., June 
24-28. www.highlandshistory.com.

• Now taking teams for Spring League 
Softball through Friday, April 19th. If you are 
interested contact Lester Norris at 828-526-
3556 or email at lester.norris@highlandsnc.
org . Ongoing

• Movies at the Playhouse – NEW 
SCHEDULE – Fri. & Sat. 1, 4, and 7 p.m.; Sun-
day 1 and 4 p.m; NO MOVIES MONDAY; 
Tues., Wed., and Thurs. 1, 4, 7 p.m. Tickets are 
$10 / $2 off on Tuesdays.

• The Bascom is open Friday - Monday 
10am -5pm (Sundays 12pm - 5pm). The Bas-
com galleries and shops will be closed Tues-
days - Thursdays. Admin offices and The Dave 
Drake Studio Barn are open normal business 
hours. Visitors are welcome to enjoy the 
newly updated Story Walk Trail throughout 
the week.

Monday - Saturday 
• At the Bascom, 10am - 5pm, Sunday 

12pm - 5pm: Open Studio in The Dave Drake 

tact Majestic 828-369-9474
Fourth Thursday
• At the Hudson Library, Kids Zone 

LEGO Club. Intended primarily for kids in 
grades 1-5, LEGO Club allows creativity and 
STEM skills to develop together as kids enjoy 
making LEGO creations. 

First Fridays
• The Bascom at Sotheby’s series features 

different artists each month with a reception 
the first Friday of every month at Highlands 
Sotheby’s International Realty from 4-5:30p 
at the corner of Main Street and Highway 64 
across from The Old Edwards Inn. The public 
is invited to come meet the artist, view the 
exhibit and have some wine.

• At the Rec Park Pool. Movie Night - all 
ages First Friday night of every month. Pool 
opens at 6:30p and movie starts at 7 p.m. Call 
for movie title and prices. For any other infor-
mation call 828-526-1595.

Fourth Friday
• Community Coffee with Mayor Pat 

Taylor at the Hudson Library in the Meeting 
Room from 11a until noon. 

Friday - Monday 
• At the Bascom, 10am - 5pm (Sundays 

12pm - 5pm): Free Admission to exhibition 
spaces and SmArt Space for children. For 
more information call 828-526-4949.

Saturdays
• At The Bascom, Pottery Sale in the barn 

from 10a to 5p.
• The Bascom Knitters on the Terrace at 

The Bascom from 10 am until noon or down-
stairs in The Bascom Library room.

Sundays
• Live Music in OEI’s Hummingbird 

Lounge 8 p.m. to close with Paul Jones.
Thurs., Fri., Sat., March 21-23
• Highlands Community Players pres-

ent its dinner theatre with four one-act plays. 
Doors open at 6:30p, the first play starts at 
7p. Tickets are $37.50. Call 526-8084 for res-
ervations.

Sat., March 23
• MC Democratic Party Convention at 

10 a.m. in the Carpenter Building on Hwy, 
441.• The Nantahala Hiking Club will take a 
moderate 4-mile hike with elevation change 
of 100 ft. to view Lower Whitewater Falls on 
the Whitewater River, 2 miles down from the 
upper Whitewater Falls. The hike has great 
views of Lake Jocasee in South Carolina. Meet 
at Cashiers Rec. Park at 10 am, drive: 22 miles 
round trip. Call leaders Mike and Sue Kettles, 
743-1079, for reservations. Visitors welcome. 

•The Nantahala Hiking Club will take a 
moderate-to-strenuous 7-mile hike, elevation 
change 1300 ft., on the Bradley Fork/Smoke-
mont Loop in the Smoky Mtns. Nat’l. Park. 
Hike along the pretty creek, then up Chas-
teen Creek to a beautiful cascade, and down 
and around Smokemont Loop. Wildflowers 
should be coming out. Meet at Oconaluftee 
Visitor Center in Cherokee NC at 9 am, drive: 

Nature Center opens Sat., March 30

The Highlands Nature Center is opening its doors for the spring season! Stop by on opening 
day, Saturday, March 30th, to celebrate. Meet the resident animals in the Creature Features 
programs at 11:30 AM and 2:30 PM and take a stroll to see what may be blooming in the 
Botanical Garden. The Highlands Nature Center will be open every Friday and Saturday from 
10 AM to 4 PM until late May when summer hours begin. For more information regarding 
our summer camps and programs at the Nature Center, visit www.highlandsbiological.org or 
give us a call at (828) 526-2623.

Studio Barn. For more information call 828-
526-4949. 

• At the Bascom, Art By Appointment pri-
vate ceramic classes in The Dave Drake Studio 
Barn. For more information call 828-526-4949.

Monday - Friday 
• At the Bascom, You Too Can Raku by 

appointment class in The Dave Drake Studio 
Barn. For more information call 828-526-4949.

First Mondays
• Shortoff Baptist Church non-denomina-

tional Men’s Mtg at 7p.
Mondays
• At the Bascom, 10am - 1pm: Studio Alive 

drawing group, For more information call 828-
526-4949.

• At the Rec Park, Dance2Fit classes 
with Tori Schmitt at 5:30pm.

Mon. & Thurs.
• The Joy Program at HUMC 11:30a to 

1:30p. Includes a free lunch and a variety of pro-
grams and games. All seniors are welcome. For 
more info, call Tricia Smith at 828-338-8167. 

Mon.-Wed.
• Hip Hop classes with Tori Schmitt 5:30-

6:30. 
Mon., Wed., Fri.
• Heart Healthy Exercise Class Monday, 

Wednesday and Friday 8:30am-9:30am. 
• Aerobics with Tina Rogers 8-9a.

• Gentle Yoga at the Rec park at 9:15-
10:30 a.m.. All levels welcome. 

Mon., Wed., Thurs.
• Pickle Ball at the Recreation Department 

Gym 10:30am -1pm
Tuesdays
• FREE Community Table Dinner at the 

Community Bldg. at 6p. 
• At the Bascom, 3pm - 5pm: Writers 

group. For more information call 828-526-4949.
• The Humanist Discussion Group meets 

from 10:30-11:30 am in the Meeting Room at 
the back of the Hudson Library. 

2nd and 4th Tuesdays
• OccupyWNC meets at the 7pm in the 

Sneak E. Squirrel Community Room (1314 
Main St., Sylva. Visit www.occupywnc.org or call 
828.331.1524

Third Tuesday
• The Macon County Poultry club meets 

to discuss topics related to raising backyard 
chickens. For more information please call 828-
349-2046 or 828-369-3916.

• Highlands Area Indivisible Group meets 
at 5 pm in the Meeting Room at the back of the 
Hudson Library.

Tuesday and Thursdays
• At the Rec Park, Dance2Fit with Tori 

Schmitt at 7:30am.
• Exercise Class with Michelle Lane at 5:30. 

A combination class with many different styles 
of exercise at Rec Park.

Wednesdays
• Power Flow Yoga with Nalicia Allio a cer-

tified Yoga Instructor 12-1pm and 6:30-7:30pm. 
First Wednesdays
• Family Movies at the Hudson Library at 

3:30pm. Call 828-526-3031 for titles.
3rd Wednesdays
• Recently released movies at Hudson Li-

brary at 2pm. Call 828-526-3031 for titles.
Wed. & Fri.
• Duplicate Bridge 12-4pm at Rec Park.
 Thursdays
• Storytime at Hudson Library, 10:40 am. 

Open to the public
• Kids Zone at Hudson Library, 3:30- 5 pm. 

A different STEAM Program each week, with 
LEGO Club on the 4th Thursday. 

• NAMI Support Group for individu-
als dealing with mental illness and the family 
members of individuals dealing with these chal-
lenges from 7 – 8:15pm at First United Meth-
odist Church Out Reach Center on West Main 
Street in Franklin Call Donita for more info 
(828) 526-9510.

• Hip Hop classes with Tori Schmitt at 
6:30-7:30 at the Rec Park.

2nd Thursdays
• Sapphire Valley Needlepoint Guild meets 

at the Highlands Rec Park at 10 a.m. 
3rd Thursdays
• Kidney Smart Classes in Franklin: from 

4:30-6pm, Angel Medical Center, Video Confer-
ence Room, 3rd Floor, 120 Riverview St. Con-
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8 miles round trip. Call leader Keith Patton, 
456-8895, for reservations. Hike limited to 15 
people. 

• OEI’s Chefs in the House, a dinner se-
ries at half-mile farm. Call 828-787-2620 or 
828-787-2635 for reservations. 

• At 7 p.m., Macon County youth will 
take the stage in the annual Student Talent 
Showcase, a non-competitive talent show for 
third to twelfth graders. Held in the Frank-
lin High School Fine Arts Building, admission 
is $5 adult, $2 youth age 16 and under, and 
$15 family (two adults and their children). 
Proceeds support the Arts Council’s Artists-
in-the-Schools Program, an Arts Council/Ma-
con County Board of Education partnership 
that brings diverse interactive, instructive arts 
programs to our public schools. Franklin High 
School is on Panther Drive, off Business 441 
in Franklin. 

Sun., March 24
• The Nantahala Hiking Club will take an 

easy 1.2-mile hike on Lakeside Dr. Trail, start-
ing at the Health Dept. in Franklin for a nice 
winter hike with mild ups and downs, passing 
through the Environmental Resource Center. 
Meet at the Sheriffs Dept. Call leader Mary 
Stone, 369-7352, for reservations and direc-
tions if needed. 

Thurs., Fri., Sat., March 28-30
• Highlands Community Players pres-

ent its dinner theatre with four one-act plays. 
Doors open at 6:30p, the first play starts at 
7p. Tickets are $37.50. Call 526-8084 for res-
ervations.

Fri. March 29
• Community Coffee at the Hudson Li-

brary with Mayor Pat Taylor 11a-noon. Topic: 
the Highlands Town Retreat. Refreshments 
provided by the International Friendship Cen-
ter. 

• Jackson County Republican Con-
vention and Precinct Meetings All Jackson 
County voters registered as Republicans by 
January 31st 2019 are invited to attend the 
Jackson County Republican Convention on 
Friday at the Jackson County Senior Center 
in Sylva. Registration for the Convention will 
be open at 5 PM. The Precinct Meetings begin 
at 5:30; the Convention at 6:30 PM. A buffet 
dinner will be served. For dinner reservations 
(requested) and for additional information 
call Jackson County Republican Chair Ralph 
Slaughter at 828 743-6491. 

Sat., March 30
• The Nantahala Hiking Club will take a 

moderate 4-mile hike, elevation change 1050 
ft., up Scaly Mountain on the Bartram Trail, 
starting at Osage Overlook on Hwy. 106, up a 
steep trail to an old road bed that levels out, 
then gradually ascends to the rocky top of 
Scaly Mountain with good views into the Tes-
sentee Valley and south to Rabun Bald. Meet 
at Westgate Plaza at 9 am. Drive 35 miles 
round trip. Call leader Gail Lehman, 524-5298, 
for reservations. Visitors welcome.

• At PAC, Wagner’s Die Walküre at 12 
noon. Live via Satellite featuring the Metropoli-
tan Opera (NYC) with a pre-opera discussion 
30 minutes prior. Tickets are available online: 
www.highlandspac.org, at the door or by call-
ing: 828.526.9047. 

Sun., March 31
• At Blue Valley Baptist Church, 5th Sun-

day Singing at 10 a.m. A Love Offering will be 
taken that day to benefit the family of Arlene 
(Rice) Speed. 11 Mack Wilson Road. Highlands.

Fri., April 5
• At the Rec Park, Float in Movie Night at 

7 p.m. Sun., April 7
• The Nantahala Hiking Club will take a 

moderate 3.5-mile hike, elevation change 800 
ft., to Tellico Valley via a trail on land acquired 
by the Mainspring Conservation Trust. Meet at 
Westgate Plaza in Franklin at 2 pm, drive 38 
miles round trip. Call leader Jean Hunnicutt, 
534-5234, for reservations. Visitors welcome.

Sat., April 13
• The Nantahala Hiking Club will take a 

moderate 5.5-mile hike, elevation change 600 
ft., Rock Gap to Glassmine Gap on the Appala-
chian Trail, hiking south to Glassmine and down 
Long Branch to the Back Country parking area, 
perhaps seeing wildflowers along the way. Meet 
at Westgate Plaza in Franklin at 9 am, drive 40 
miles round trip. Call leader Gail Lehman, 524-
5298 for reservations. Visitors welcome. 

Sun., April 14
• The Nantahala Hiking Club take an easy 

2-mile walk on the mostly level trails in the 
Highlands Botanical Gardens where the rare 
Oconee Belles may be in bloom and as well as 
other interesting plants on a walk around the 
lake. Meet at Bi-Lo in Franklin at 2 pm, drive 35 
miles round trip, or call leader if coming from 
the Highlands or Cashiers area for meeting 
place. Leader is Mary Stone, 369-7352. Visitors 
are welcome. 

Fri., April 19
• At the Rec Park, the last Senior Lunch of 

the season at noon.
Sat., April 20 
• Nantahala Hiking Club members and 

others celebrate Easter on the trail by bring-
ing hard boiled eggs, fruit and goodies to hand 
out to the hikers on the Appalachian Trail. Meet 
at the Nantahala Clubhouse to pack the items 
before taking them out on the trail. Call Elena 
March, 369-8915, if you’d like to participate in 
this enjoyable (and appreciated) activity. 

• The Nantahala Hiking Club will take a 
moderate 4.5-mile hike to High Falls and Rough 
Run Falls, elevation change 600 ft. This hike is 
about 3 miles north of Glenville and takes you 
into a box canyon with vertical walls 200’ high 
and with an awesome view of the magnificent 
falls directly in front of you. This fall is on the 
West Fork of the Tuckaseegee River. Rough 
Run falls is on a side creek coming into the 
Tuckaseegee. Meet at Cashiers Rec Park at 10 
am, drive 22 miles round trip. Call leaders: Mike 
and Sue Kettles, 743-1079, Visitors welcome. 

Fri.-Tues., April 26-30 
• The Rec Park gym will be closed for gym 

floor screening and refinishing.
Fri.-Sun., April 26-28
• PAC Youth Theatre Spring play “ Great 

Scenes from Shakespeare’s Plays (with Com-
bat) at the Performing Arts Center on Chest-
nut street at 7 p.m. and 3 p.m. on Sunday. For 
information about the play and the PAC Youth 
Theater Program, call Ms. Greenlee-Potts at 
(828) 526-9047 or emailPACYouth.highlands@
gmail.com.

Sat., April 27
• The Nantahala Hiking Club will take a 

moderate-to-strenuous 8-mile hike, elevation 
change 1300 ft., on a new section of the NC 
Bartram Trail, starting from Hickory Knoll 

Road. Great views of Albert Mountain and 
the Little Tennessee River Valley can be seen 
hiking and returning from to the old bus on 
Double Top. Meet at Westgate Plaza in Frank-
lin at 9 am, drive 15 miles round trip. Call lead-
ers Bill and Sharon Van Horn, 369-1983, for 
reservations. Able visitors welcome.

• The Nantahala Hiking Club will take a 
moderate-to-strenuous 7.5 mile hike on the 
Sweat Heifer/Kephart Prong in Smoky Mtns. 
Nat’l. Park,s starting at Newfound Gap on the 
Appalachian Trail and descending on Sweat 
Heifer trail to return. Meet at Oconaluftee 
Visitor Center at 9 am, drive 30 miles round 
trip. Call leader: Keith Patton, 456-8895. Hike 
is limited to 15 people. 

Carol Lucas Dining Room Manager and Ken Knight, Food Consultant for the Highlands 
Cashiers Dinner Theater:  Four humorous one-act plays and a four-course dinner March 
23, 24, 25, 28, 29, 30 at Highlands Performing Arts Center.  HCP Box Office: 828-526-8084, 
highlandscashiersplayers.org

Lots of laughs….four course dinner….four new one-act plays….new venue….new 
actors….new directors, plus favorite actors and directors HPC’s past productions.

All this at takes place at the Highlands Cashiers Players popular Dinner Theater at 
Highlands Performing Arts Center Thursday, Friday, and Saturday, March 21-23 and Thursday, 
Friday, and Saturday, March 28-30. Doors will open at 6:30, show starts at 7p. No Sunday 
matinees.

The event will be held in a much more spacious area than in the past—upstairs in the 
PAC auditorium—with plays presented on the main stage between the four courses of a 
delicious catered dinner. Audience will be seated at round tables with places for eight. Be sure 
to mention if you would like to be seated with friends or family when you arrange for tickets.

The HCP box office at PAC, 507 Chestnut Street, will be open through the run of the 
production, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. weekdays and Saturdays. Stop by or call 828-526-8084, for 
tickets. Tickets may also be available on line.

Tickets for dinner and show are $37.50. For HCP season subscribers, there is no 
charge, it’s part of the subscription package. Check our website for more information: 
highlandscashiersplayers.org. 

HCP dinner theatre opens Thursday
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E V E RY T H I N G  F O R  YOU R  B E D  &  B AT H

White Glove Delivery Throughout The Southeast & Beyond

Bed & Bath

2089 Dillard Road, Highlands  |  2 miles from Main Street  |  828-526-5577  |  www.summerhousehighlands.com

515922

MONDAY –  SATURDAY
9 AM –  5 PM

Peacock Alley  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 
Dash & Albert  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 
Downtown  .   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
Pine Cone Hill  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 
Pigeon & Poodle  .  .  .  .  . 
Kassatex  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
Caro Home  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  
Antica Farmacista  .  .  .  .  . . .  
Le Blanc  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . . . . .  
Barefoot Dreams  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . . . .  
Lollia  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

. . .  . Bedding
...... .Rugs

.... . . . Bedding 
.........Bedding

Bath Accessories 
.......Towels
......Towels

 . . Bath & Body
Linen Wash 

 .Pajamas
.......Bed & Bath

• Full Service Automobile Detailing
• Purveyor and Consignor of Luxury, Exotic 

and Vintage Motorcars
• Financing Available
• White Glove Transport Specialist
• We Pay Top Dollar for High Quality Vehicles

$75 OFF 
Any Complete Detail Service 

Through April 20th

518 Dillard Road • Highlands, NC
828-526-1900 • www.thecarbutlernc.com

On Thursday, March14, the Rotary Club of Highlands partnered with the Highlands School PTO 
to sponsor Bingo. All net proceeds will benefit our local PTO. Pictured is Rotary member and 
Bingo caller Brian McClellan, Rotary member Cynthia Dendy and Nancy Gooch on the back row 
and Cynthia’s son Blaine and Nancy’s grandson Francisco in the front row. Blaine and Francisco 
were joint winners of the final Super Bingo game and took home cash.

Rotary bingo benefits Highlands School
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OPEN 7 DAYS 
Mon-Thurs: • 11a to 5p • Fri-Sat: 10:30a to 5:30p • Sun: 12-5p

828-482-1609 • 330 Main St. Highlands

Kathy Manos Penn

•the ink Penn•
All About Books

3 Variations of Avocado Toast 

An evening with Louise Penny

Whenever I write 
about my favorite 
mystery authors, I 

mention Louise Penny so when 
I heard she was going to speak 
in Hickory, NC in March, I im-
mediately got tickets to see her. 
This was a chance to see a best-
selling author whose books I 
treasure. It was well worth the 
drive and overnight stay, and I’d 
do it again in a heartbeat.

The auditorium at Lenoir 
Rhyne University was packed, 
and Penny was onstage for 90 minutes, 
presenting and fielding questions.   I was 
struck by how funny she is, given that her 
novels are serious character-driven mys-
teries. Her comedic timing and openness 
made for an engaging evening.  An exam-
ple? She and her husband took the advance 
for her first book and went to lunch—at 
McDonald’s.

She described herself  as a fearful child 
who liked to be in her room, alone, reading.  
As you might expect, she was afraid of  spi-
ders, but what you wouldn’t expect is that 
it was while reading Charlotte’s Web that 
she realized she wanted to be a writer.  She 
was enjoying the story so much, she didn’t 
immediately realize that Charlotte was a 
spider, and was inspired by the power of  
writing, the power of  words, to lift her fear.

Still, she had a fear of  writing and for 
twenty years was a journalist with the Ca-
nadian Broadcasting Corporation before 
she made the leap to writing fulltime.  She 
laughingly said she endured five years of  
writer’s block before completing her first 
novel, “Still Life,” book one in the Inspec-
tor Gamache series. That was in 2008, and 
she’ll publish book fifteen, “A Better Man,” 
this August. 

She credits her move from Montreal 
to a small village, much like the fictional vil-
lage of  Three Pines in her books, to help-
ing her overcome her writer’s block. We 
all laughed when she told us she’d joined 
a ladies’ group called Les Girls who met 
weekly in the town’s bistro over café au lait 
and croissants.  To anyone who has read 
her books, that scene will be familiar.

In that group of  creative ladies—
painters, writers, sculptors—she learned 
that the creative process can involve start-

ing, going back, going forward 
again, honing and shaping.  It 
was during that time that she 
had the aha to “write a book I 
would read.” As a writer and an 
avid reader, I was happy to hear 
her say, “Reading is as creative as 
writing; you must be a reader to 
be a good writer.” 

Again, we all chuckled when 
she said that the first three places 
she put on the map of  Three 
Pines were the book store, the 
bistro, and the bakery. She fielded 

questions about who inspired her various 
characters and shared the poignant fact that 
her husband whom she lost in 2016 was the 
inspiration for Inspector Gamache.

I found it both astounding and inspira-
tional that she didn’t publish her first book 
until she was in her 40s. Her process? Once 
she sits down to write a book, she doesn’t 
stop until it’s done—no days off.  She sets 
herself  a daily word count goal and writes 
until she reaches it. The next day, she pol-
ishes what’s she’s written and moves for-
ward. Before she starts typing on day one, 
she’s already spent about a year jotting down 
ideas and has some sense of  who did it and 
why—who committed the crime and why 
they did it.

The two of  us who made the trip es-
pecially enjoyed meeting other fans in the 
auditorium and at our hotel.  One gentle-
man said he’d read the books four times.  
Four times is a bridge too far for me, as 
I’m always thinking, “So many books, so 
little time,”  but still, I’m considering read-
ing them all one more time. If  you haven’t 
yet read Lousie Penny, be sure to start with 
book one and be prepared to be hooked. 

PS. I bought “Still Life” at Books Un-
limited in Franklin, and I’m sure Suzanne 
will order you a copy if  she doesn’t have one 
in stock.

• Kathy is a Georgia resident. Find her books 
“The Ink Penn: Celebrating the Magic in the Ev-
eryday” and “Lord Banjo the Royal Pooch” at 
Books Unlimited in Franklin and on Amazon. 
“Lord Banjo the Royal Pooch” is also available at 
Highlands Mountain Paws. Contact her at ink-
penn119@gmail.com, and follow her on Facebook, 
www.facebook.com/KathyManosPennAuthor/. 

Avocado toast is a great breakfast, snack or lunch option. Its filling, easy to make, 
healthy and you can add whatever you want to it. Here are three of  our favorites! 

Southwest Avocado Toast:
TSTE Southwest Spice Blend, to taste
TSTE Bacon Smoked Sea Salt to taste 

2 slices of  multi-grain bread
1 avocado

Optional Garnishes: Red onion, grape tomatoes, black beans, whole kernel corn,  
and cilantro.

Greek Avocado Toast:
TSTE Greek Seasoning,to taste
TSTE Olive Sea Salt, to taste
2 slices of  multi-grain bread

1 avocado
Optional Garnishes: Red onion, grape tomatoes, cucumber, feta cheese,  

and Kalamata olives.

Everything Bagel Avocado Toast: 
TSTE Everything Bagel Spice Blend, to taste
TSTE Roasted Black Garlic Sea Salt, to taste

2 slices of  multi-grain bread
1 avocado

Optional Garnishes: Cream cheese, smoked salmon, radish, and microgreens.
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526-5999
Located at 680 N. 4th. St., Highlands

Carrying a wide variety of  
natural products for your  

Mind, Body & Home.
Open Mon.-Sat. 9a to 5:30p

Organic Fresh Juices & Smoothies  
and Salads “On the Go!”
Open Mon.-Sat. 9a to 5p

Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Villardo
Stylists: Heahter Escandon

Maggie Barden, Bri Field, Desiray Schmitt 
and Cali Smolarsky

Nail Tech: Jenna Schmitt
Massage Therapist: Brenda Lopez

Hair • Nails • Waxing 
Tanning • Facials

Massages
Eyelash Extensions 

Upstairs and Across the Walkway at 
“Falls on Main” Highlands

Open at 9a Tues.-Sat. • 828-526-3939

Open Everyday!

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

Owner/Stylist: Lisa L. Shearon
Stylist: Jane B. Earp
Stylist: Kristi Stockton
Stylist/Nail Tech: Kassie Vinson

Book your 
Appointment 

Today!

New iPads at Highlands School; teacher tested, student approved
By Brian O’Shea
Plateau Daily News

Teachers at Highlands School said el-
ementary students are making the most out 
of  the new iPads purchased by The Literacy 
Council for grades Kindergarten through 4th. 
Students and teachers have had a week with the 
new technology at their fingers tips and said 
there are many practical benefits to having an 
individual iPad programmed for each student.

Fourth-grade Teacher Kristin Huneycutt 
said she appreciates having a 1:1, iPad to stu-
dent ratio and one of  the biggest advantages is 
during groupwork.

“What I really like is when they’re discuss-
ing things with the class during group work 
and they’re able to go back to their iPad for 
reference,” said Huneycutt. “But when I write 
it and ask them to explain it at the board, they 
can’t go back, so it’s much easier for them to 
discuss a topic having their own iPad.”

She added that using iPads streamlines 
the assignment process and makes it more ef-
ficient.

“I used to have to print the assignments 
out for everyone,” said Huneycutt. “Now I just 
send it to them, and they can complete them 
and send it right back. It saves paper and time.”

TLC Executive Director Bonnie Potts 
orchestrated the purchase of  106 iPads for el-
ementary students for Highlands School and 
over 30 more iPads for students who attend 
TLC’s afterschool programs. This allows tutors 
at the TLC to use the same applications stu-

dents are familiar with in school enabling them 
to communicate with teachers about any issues 
a student may have. Purchasing the iPads was 
made possible by a gift from Art and Angela 
Williams, owners of  Old Edwards Inn and 
Spa.

3rd-grade Teacher Cindy Henderson 
said they have so many applications that make 
learning subjects such as science, reading, so-
cial studies, technology, engineering, and math 
more engaging and interactive for the students.

“They’re more excited about an iPad than 
written work,” said Henderson. “When I told 
them they were a gift, they were so happy they 
asked me who they should thank, so they are 
absolutely appreciative. I’m looking forward to 
some staff  development so we can fully em-
brace the capabilities of  this technology.”

Macon County Schools LAN Tech Colby 
Anderson said training sessions for teachers 
are in the works. 

Third-grader Rowen Carnes said before 
the arrival of  the new iPads, the old ones 
were wheeled into classrooms on a cart with 
limited charging stations. The new iPads came 
with Tech Hubs, charging stations for multiple 
iPads at once located in each classroom.

He added that having iPads programmed 
for individual students resolves other issues, in-
cluding forgetting to log out before passing on 
an iPad to the next user.

“Other people would forget to log out 
and we would accidentally take a test or an as-
signment on their account,” said Carnes. 

Third-grader Cane Smolarsky fell victim 
to another student who forgot to log out when 
he scored 100 percent on a test so had to retake 
it because the iPad was signed into the previ-
ous user’s account.

“The part that’s really awesome is you can 
just get your own iPad to take a test and every-
one else has their own and won’t ask you for 
yours while you’re taking a it,” said Smolarsky. 
“After I took the test, I saw her name (another 
student) and thought ‘why didn’t it show me 
where to log in?’ So, I took the test on her ac-

count by accident. They made me retake it, but 
I still got 100.”

Several programs available on the iPad 
do not let the student proceed until they have 
answered the given question. Carnes said he 
enjoys this challenge because it’s like a game 
and makes him want to learn the material even 
more.

“If  you get something wrong in the pro-
gram, it returns you to the beginning and won’t 
let you go on without learning it,” he said. “So, 
if  you want to finish the game, you got to learn 
it. I like that.”

Fourth-grader Alejandra Valerio said an 
iPad is a valuable learning tool and enjoys the 
responsibility of  taking care of  her own.

“It’s fun because you get your own,” said 
Valerio. “Before, if  they (iPads) had too many 
things open or too much written in it, it would 
get slower. I like taking care of  my own and 
never letting that happen.”

She added that having an iPad at your 
desk during group work or while watching vid-
eos is a huge plus.

“I think it’s good that we have our own,” 
she said. “If  the person in front of  you is tall, 
you can’t see anything. Now that I have my 
own, I can see what I need to.”

Fourth-grader Sadie Green said the new 
iPads run much smoother than what was pre-
viously available to students. 

“The computers here are really old and 
they glitch,” said Green. “It’s amazing now be-
cause people used to only take the iPads that 
work, but now, they all work.”

Members of  the Advanced Highlands 
Education Committee (AHEC) heard about 
TLC’s project to purchase iPads for the el-
ementary students and secured a $5,000 dona-
tion from the Swift Family Foundation to buy 
protective covers.

AHEC is made up of  members of  the 
community who have come together with the 
goal of  raising private capital to improve the 
infrastructure at Highlands School. 

Teachers say 
the 1:1 iPad-to- 

student ratio 
is one of the 

biggest advan-
tages during 
groupwork..
Plus, subject 
applications 

make learning 
engaging and 

interactive.
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Club living at its best. Lock and leave. Near clubhouse and an incredible 
long distance view. Completely updated. Move in ready. 4 BED. $850,000

Andrea Gabbard
c 828.200.6742  o 828.526.8300
andrea.gabbard@sothbysrealty.com

LIVE PICTURESQUE

Andrea is one of the top 25 
Real Estate Brokers in 2018. 

Highlands Sotheby’s International 
Realty is the top selling firm in 
Highlands  since 2013  as per 

HCMLS Navica.   

Highlands High School track team has several top finishers in Hayesville
Brian O’Shea
Plateau Daily News

Highlands High School track team 
travelled to Hayesville on Wednesday and 
despite a limited amount of  practice time, 
managed to walk away with several top 
scores. 

The final team results have not been 
released (tabulated) and Plateau Daily News 
will keep you posted when that information 
is available.

Highlands top finishers:
Jesus Damian - shot put
Bailey Schmitt - triple jump and 300 

hurdles
Julia Schmitt- 300 hurdles
Lawson Shuler- 300 hurdles
Madi Drummonds- High jump and 

triple jump. 
“It has been tough with weather and 

winter sports going longer in the playoffs 
to get quality practices in,” said Highlands 
Head Coach Brett Lamb. “Some of  our 
kids are trying events to find what they are 
good at. Some returning players know al-
ready.”

The day was not without its sacrifice, 
Abby Olvera strained her hamstring and 
Patrick Woods chipped a tooth and was 
bruised up.

“It happened so quickly,” said Ol-
vera. “One second I was fine, and then I 
felt something in my leg and went down. It 
hurts just sitting here.”

Olvera added that Athletic Trainer Will 
Mathiowdis said he believed it was a strain 
and nothing is torn and she’s hoping to be 
running the 800 M in a week or two. She 
took her fall while running the 400 M.

Jeslyn Head plays both soccer and 
track and said the commitment can be a 
challenge.

“It’s just a lot with soccer, track, and 
school,” said Head. “I’m pretty much men-
tally and physically dead all of  the time.”

However, exhaustion didn’t stop Head 
from competing in the 400 M, discus, and 
shot put.

“Overall, I think I did better than I 
thought,” said Head. “We haven’t had much 
time to practice on technique. It feels good 
to get it over with.”

Hannah Holt ran in the 4x100 M relay 
and had was a little anxious before the start-
ing gun. 

“When I was up there waiting, I 
thought, ‘Don’t mess up, don’t get DQ’d,’” 
said Holt. “Then it was just running. But I 
felt pretty good. We practiced a little before 
the race and once or twice yesterday.”

Lane Tingen cleared over 5 feet in the 
high jump and said he thought the day went 
well, but they could use some work.

“It went alright, but a little more prac-
tice will do me some good,” said Tingen.

Baily Schmitt and Julia Schmitt took 
first and second places respectively in 300 
M hurdles.

“It wasn’t the best, but it was alright,” 
said Bailey. “I’ve been doing them (hurdles) 
since I was a freshman. Coach put me in 
and I got stuck with them.”

Highlands Jeffrey Olvera ran the 200 
M, 400 M, and 4x100 M relay testing the 
waters trying different events.

“I had some first times today,” said Jef-
frey. “It was a trial run for me, and I didn’t 
think I’d do that well.”

Highlands Connor Briggs participated 
in several events and joined the track team 
to help strengthen his wrist after it was re-
cently broken. Two of  the events he com-
peted in are discus and shot put.

“I did decent today,” said Briggs. “The 
hardest thing about discus is the release. It’s 
really difficult to keep it level.”

Lamb said the team did well and he’s 

optimistic about the season.
“I thought we did well and have a lot 

of  promising athletes that will just get bet-
ter as we go,” he said.

Highlands High School track next 
competes at 3:30 p.m. in Cherokee. 

Editor’s Note: In conference track 
meets, the top 8 teams are scored, so the 
1st place finisher would get 8 points. Scor-
ing depends on the number of  teams that 
compete in the meet, and the number of  
athletes competing in each event, and there 
are several events. It’s not as cut and dry 
as winning or losing a basketball or soc-
cer game. While this system does not favor 
smaller schools, track is a sport where play-
ers can still make Regionals based on indi-
vidual merit.

Highlands High School track team traveled to Hayesville to compete on March 14 earning several 
top scores in the track and field competition. Pictured above are Highlands Bailey Schmitt running 
the 300 M hurdles followed closely behind by Julia May Schmitt.

Highlands Julia May Schmitt (on right) passes the baton to Hannah Holt in the 4x100 M relay in 
Hayesville on Wednesday.
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Proverbs 3:5 • PLaces to WorshiP •
BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965

Sundays: School:10 a.m., Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting:7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore, Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley, GA • 706-746-2999 

Sundays: 10 a.m.:Worship 
Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-4011 
464 US Hwy 64 east, Cashiers 

9:30a Sunday School; 10:30a Worship Service.  
Mon. 6p Bible Study & Supper in homes

CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY, CASHIERS
Pastor Brent Metcalf • 743-5470

Sun.10:45am, S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
Tues. Guys study 8am, Gals 10am.

CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685

3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC • Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sun.: 9:30am: Sunday School10:30am: Middle & High School; 

10:45am: Child. Program,10: 45am: Worship Service
Wed.: 5pm Dinner ($7 adult, $2 child), 6pm CBC U.

EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev. W. Bentley Manning • 526-2968

Monday-Friday: Morning Prayer at 8:15a. Sundays: 8 am 
Holy Eucharist Rite I; 9 am Sunday School; 10:30 am Holy 

Eucharist Rite II. Childcare available at 10:30
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS

828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor

220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Prayer Mtg 6:15 pm; 
Choir 5p

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors 

526-3175 • fpchighlands.org
Sun.: Adult Ed.: 9:30a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.

Mondays: Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast 8 a.m. 
Wed.:Choir:6p

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 

Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS

Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N, 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers

www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter: 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville, NC • 743-2729 • Pr. Nathan 

Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a, Worship 11a & 7p, Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.

HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Randy Reed, Pastor828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  

Sundays: Worship:11 
HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Dan Robinson
670 N. 4th Street (next to the Highlands Civic Center)
Sun.: Bible Study 10a; Morning Worship 10:45a., Evening 

Worship, 6p. Wednesday: Prayer Service, 6:30 p.
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Pastor Randy Lucas 526-3376
Sun: School 9:45a.; Worship 9:09,10:50.; Youth 5:30 p.

Wed: Supper: 5:15; youth, & adults activities: 6; Handbell 
rehearsal, 6:15; Choir Rehearsal 7. (nursery provided ); 7pm 

Intercessory Prayer Ministry 
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA

Chaplain Margaret Howell • 2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
LutheranChurchoftheHolyFamily.yolasite.com

Sun: School and Adult discussion group 9:30 a.m.;  
Worship/Communion:10:30 

HEALING SERVICE on the 5th Sunday of the month.
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH

8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11, Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.

MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
at St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin • 828-524-9463

MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 
743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 

Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church,  
4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 

Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  

CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Father Casmir – 526-2418

Mass: Sun: 11 a.m.; Sat. at 4p
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 

Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD

290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 

COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY
706.746.3144• 696 Sky Valley Way #447, Pastor Gary Hewins
Worship: Sun. 9 a.m., with Holy Communion the 1st & 3rd 
Sun.; Tues: Community Supper 5:30 followed by Bible Study. 

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 South, Office: 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood

June-Sept: Sunday Services: Rite I, 8a, Rite II, 9:15 & 11a
Nursery available for Rite II services

Sept 6-Oct 25-Informal Evening Eucharist-5:30 p.m. 
Thursday: Noon Healing Service with Eucharist.

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 
85 Sierra Drive, Franklin • uufranklin.org  

Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am

John 3:16•sPirituaLLy sPeaking •

• See SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING page 19

First Baptist Church 
Highlands
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor

Whatever 
happened 
to kindness?

I see a problem today in our world – or should I say 
I’m experiencing a problem. Kindness appears to 
be a rare commodity. Pragmatism and power usurp 

kindness and compassion in terms of  the geopolitical in 
our world and among nations. In our nation the political 
divide is driven by angry words, tit-for-tat, and unyield-
ing ideologies that make no room for compromise and 
benevolent, considerate, and gentle behavior. 

This same spirit of  contrariness appears to be at 
work in various ways in our communities and even what 
should be the bastions of  kindness – our churches and 
the pews. You can feel it and witness it on our roads, our 
schools and places of  business from people who claim 
the title “Christian.” 

But don’t get me wrong. I understand that as Chris-
tians we are to be a people of  principles and values. We 
are to be unyielding in our stands for righteousness, 
truth and equity. We must balance our kindness with 
firmness – to make clear our stand on the inerrancy of  
the Word of  God and what it teaches. We need to be 
uncompromising in our convictions given to us from 
that Word as it regards issues like protecting the unborn 
and advocating for purity and opposition to sexual im-
morality. Reams of  paper could be inked on what true 
Christians rightly stand for and stand against. But my 
subject matter is kindness. How does kindness fit into 
our agenda to be “Christ-like?” 

We are taught in the Scriptures that kindness in an 
attribute of  God. It is a quality desirable but not consis-
tently found in humans. It is found in some listings of  
Christian virtues (I Cor. 13:4; Col. 3:12). 

We find kindness linked with goodness, mercy, love, 
grace, compassion, gentleness, tenderness and so forth. 
For some reason, kindness along with gentleness, and 
tenderness is not often distinguished in our vocabulary 
or behavior. It is submerged under those other virtues 
because it requires us to lay aside our own pride and 
sense of  indignation. Scriptures command us to be kind, 
gentle, compassionate and tender toward others in par-
ticular ways that we can’t generalize like love, grace or 
mercy. You hear people say, “I love everybody!” but find 
it hard to be kind and gentle toward even co-workers, 
their own family or church family! 

God’s kindness is extended to all – even the un-
grateful and wicked (Lk. 6:35). We call this “common 
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Culinary Stars &
Whispering Angel Dinner

The Farm at Old Edwards
Friday, April 5, 2019 | 6:30 pm

Sarah Steffan 

 The Dogwood 
Blackberry Farm

Whitney Otawka
The Greyfield Inn 

Cumberland Island

Jessica Gamble
KR Steakbar 

Atlanta 

828-787-2635 • 828-787-2620
 OldEdwardsInn.com/RoseWineDinner

Three Favorite 
Southern Female 

Chefs Join 
Executive Chef 

Chris Huerta 

...SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING  from page 18

Advertising in Highlands Newspaper and online at 
www.highlandsinfo.com WORKS. 

For information, call 828-200-1371 or email: 
highlandseditor@aol.com

NAMI Appalachian South, the local 
affiliate of  National Alliance on Mental Ill-
ness, is offering the nationally recognized 
and applauded Peer-to-Peer education 
course on recovery and wellness for adults 
challenged with a mental illness. This is a 
8-week series offering a holistic approach 
to recovery through a combination of  lec-
ture, discussion, interactive exercises and 
stress-management techniques in a safe, 
confidential environment of  sincere, un-
critical acceptance so that each individual 
can explore their own experiences and 
make choices concerning their own op-
tions. 

Recovery education course offered for adults with mental illness
 Living with a mental illness, such as 

Bipolar Disorder, PTSD, Depression, Sub-
stance Use Disorder, OCD and others, is a 
traumatic, challenging experience that can 
affect all aspects of  life, including work, rela-
tionships, family and self-care. 

This course is an opportunity to share 
experiences with others, who are also work-
ing toward recovery, and to gain insight, 
knowledge, learn coping techniques, and 
how to identify signs of  possible relapse. 

While recovery is a unique experience 
for each individual, sharing experiences can 
provide support, offer hope, and the reassur-
ance that you are not alone. 

Participants will create a personalized 
wellness plan, learn how to interact with 
health care providers and how to access 
practical resources on maintaining the jour-
ney toward recovery. 

The course is taught by trained NAMI 
peer mentors who themselves are in recov-
ery from mental illness and can share their 

unique coping strategies with others.
The class will meet in Franklin on 

Saturday’s beginning in April 2019. Don’t 
Delay! Class size is limited. To register or 
for more information, contact Perry (828) 
200-3000 or Donita (828) 507-8789 or hap-
pydonita3@gmail.com .        

grace.” But this same kindness is intended 
to lead to repentance, not rejection of  
Him (Rom. 2:4). Think about this the next 
time your kindness is rejected. As Chris-
tians, we celebrate God’s kindness for not 
only His daily grace extended to all, but 
His deliverance of  His people in terms of  
our salvation. Beyond this we continue to 
praise Him for His kindness in our daily 
lives in delivering us from afflictions, fear 
and troubles. We even praise Him for His 
kindness in showing us grace in the midst 
of  afflictions and troubles. We should 
know all about kindness, for we experi-
ence it daily by our great example! 

The Scriptures make it clear that di-
vine kindness is to be reflected in human 
experience and our very salvation is de-
rived from God’s kindness (Eph. 2:7-8; 

Rom. 11:22). I would say that kindness is 
more important than any ritual practices of  
our faith (Hosea 6:6; Mt. 9:13; 12:7). We are 
even told to “love kindness” (Micah 6:8). 
Maybe this is because God is kind! But to 
be explicit, we are commanded to be kind 
(Eph. 4:32). It should be said that the imita-
tion of  God’s kindness does not come natu-
rally. It only comes as a fruit of  the Spirit at 
work in us. 

But I still want to know. Where is kind-
ness given the number of  people who claim 
to be the people of  God and possess His 
Spirit in their lives? Kindness allows for 
truth to be unwaveringly declared and de-
fended. But kindness forbids being rude, 
ugly, indignant and self-righteous. If  you 
are not kind, are you truly one of  His kind? 

Kedra McCall

hs sPorts •
This week 

high school girls 
soccer played 
East Henderson 
and Franklin. 
They lost both 
but fought hard 
without giving 
up. They lost 
to East 8-1 and 
Franklin 4-0. 
Their first home 
game of  the sea-
son will be tonight, Thursday March 21st. 

High school boys golf  also had their 
first two matches. They finished 2nd at 
Hayesville and at Cherokee. 

High school tracker start their season 
at Hayesville in their first meet. Several 
competitors had high place finishes.

April 27th is Safe Kids 
Macon County’s Safety 

Town Day
Safe Kids Macon County and Frank-

lin Daybreak Rotary will be teaming up for 
the third annual Safety Town on April 27 
from 10- 2 p.m. at the Robert C. Carpenter 
Community building. The event will feature 
all things kids and all things safety! Car seat 
checking station, K9 demonstration, bike 
rodeo, emergency vehicle car show, and 
much more! 

Operation Medicine Drop from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m at the Robert C. Carpenter 
Community Building in Franklin.

FREE Buckle Up, Baby car seat check 
scheduled for 10 a.m.-1 p.m. at the Robert 
C. Carpenter Community Building.

Free bicycle rodeo scheduled from 
11 a.m.-1 p.m. at the Robert C. Carpenter 
Community Building
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Loma Linda
Farm

Dog Boarding • Day Care
Pastoral Park

in Home and Leash Free
Lodging in the lap of luxury

(828) 421-7922
Highlands Nc

lomalindafarm@gmail.com
www.lomalindafarm.com NC License #10978

Larry Houston
Rock Work

Walls • Fireplaces • Patios • Piers 
All Rock Work • Stucco

(828) 526-4138 or (828) 200-3551

JUST TALK TO ME 
I am 73. I am Pain-Free. Are You? 

CBD� HEALS 
�-�(-)i"---11111111111. 

VIVA WELLNESS 
526-1566
FAR INFRARED 8AUNA�eAPSULE 
HYDRO MASSAGE 8PA�C,APSULE 
WHOLE BODY 

VIBRATION 
5 Cottage Row • U.S. 64 East 

110 mins./ $25

• Interior
• Exterior

• Pressure Washing
• Drywall Repair

• Window Cleaning
• Gutter Cleaning

• Deck Repair
riospainting0864@gmail.com 

Find us on FaceBook
Owner Elias Rios

Fully Insured • 706-982-0864

Business Card Ads:
$17 per week BW

$22 per week Color
Classified Ads:

$6 for 10 words
20 cents each additional word

$2 for color highlight; $5 for graphic

Plateau Cleaning Service

Serving Highlands, Cashiers 
and surrounding areas.

Off i c e,Res id en t ia l ,Ren ta l s

Tanya Sullivan: 803-634-4955 • Will Highnote: 803-341-4512
Email: Tsull512@yahoo.com

Highlands Police entries from March 9. Only the names 
of persons arrested, issued a Class-3 misdemeanor or public 
officials have been used. 

March 9
• At 11:39 a.m., officers responded to a two vehicle ac-

cident on NC 28 near Brooks Road.
March 13

• At 7:39 a.m., officers were called to Bake My Day in 
Wright Square about a simple assault where a male was 
slapped on the back of the head.

March 14
• At 4 p.m., officers were called about theft from a build-

ing on Horse Cove Road where musical instruments valued at 
$1,000 were taken.

March 15
• At 3:42 p.m., officers responded to a call for service at 

a residence on Wilson Road concerning a verbal argument 
between a father and son.

• At 11 p.m., William Jonathan Carpenter, 36, of Dillard, 
GA, was arrested on a Extradition/fugitive from other state 
FTA Release Order. He was Issued a $15,000 secured bond. 
His trial date is April 4.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue log from March 11
March 11
• At 7:29 p.m., the dept. provided public assistance at a 

residence on Blue Valley Road.
March 12
• At 4:19 p.m., the dept. responded to a motor vehicle 

accident on US 64 west.
March 14-15
• At 7:10 p.m., the dept. began searching and assisting in 

locating a downed plane in Whiteside Cove.
March 14
• At 4:23 p.m., the dept. provided mutual aid to the Scaly 

Fire & Rescue Dept.
• At 6:40 p.m., the dept. was first-responders to a resi-

dence on Zermatt Circle.
• At 8:16 p.m., the dept. was first-responders to a loca-

tion on N. 5th Street.
March 17
• At 1:31 p.m., the dept. was first-responders to a loca-

tion on N. 5th Street.
• At 3:40 p.m., the dept. was first-responders to a resi-

dence on Old Orchard Road.
March 18
• At 12:02 p.m., the dept. was first-responders to a resi-

dence on Old Orchard Road.
• At 4:35 p.m. ,the dept. responded to a Co2 alarm at 

Old Edwards Inn.
• At 7:39 p.m. the dept. investigated smoke on US 64 

east. It was from a controlled burn.

 828-526-0031 • barb@dornbushdesign.com
www.dornbushdesign.com

Ideal for DIYers: Bring in a
“Designer for a Day”

Save money & time & avoid mistakes

•PoLice & Fire rePorts•
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chestnut storage

Look for our sign!
10890 Buck Creek Rd. - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Rd near the hospital 

Storage Units Available
Secure 24 Hour Access

Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms

Call today to find out why we’re
“Highland’s Premier Facility”

828-482-1045

Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 new log cabins 
nestled in the hemlocks 
on 25 acres at the base 

of Whiteside 
Mountain.

Allan Dearth & Sons
Generator 

Sales & Service, Inc.

828-526-9325
Cell: 828-200-1139

email: allandearth@msn.com

• Residential or  
Commercial 

• Over 40 Years  
Experience 

• Fast and Dependable
• FREE Estimates

• FREE Pick-up and 
Delivery

American 
Upholstery 

Same Phone Numbers:
(864) 638-9661 cell: (864) 710-9106

105 Ashley Drive • Walhalla, SC 29691
(Same Owners: Morris & Rachel Bible)

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing

• House Maintenance
• Drywall Repair

• Deck Repair
Quality Work • Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com

828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

WE HAVE MOVED TO

Sample Books Available

l l l li t 1 l 
HIGHLANDER 1 
ROOFING SERVICES INC 

New & Re-Roofing Applications Including: 
Asphalt • Cedar • Metal & Synthetic Materials 

Showroom Location 
1511 Highlands Rd 
Franklin, NC 28734 

Office (828) 524-7773 
Cell (828) 526-6421 

luke@highlandernc.com 
www.highlandernc.com 

Mendoza Tree Expert
Quality Tree Care & Removal •14+ years

Juventino Mendoza
828-200-9217

Fully Insured 
• References Available

estimate@mendozatree.com
www.mendozatree.com

FIREWOOD FOR SALE

We now accept all credit cards

26 Highlands Plaza
Highlands, NC 28741

Phone: 828-526-3241
Fax: 828-482-9019
Email: rachelbkelleyllc@gmail.com

Rachel B. Kelley, PMHNP-BC
ARNP - Board Certified

Psychiatric • Mental Health
Medication Management
Positive Wellness

Highlands Automotive

Service
&

Repair

NC
Inspection

Station

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

Ryan M. Bears
Broker

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784

Ryan@patallenrealtygroup.com

MORALESPAINTINGSERVICES@GMAIL.COM

706.982.9768
828-226.5347

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING • LAWN MAINTENANCE
HOUSE MAINTENANCE • QUALITY WORK

FULLY INSURED
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HELP WANTED
KILWINS CHOCO-

LATES, FUDGE & ICE 
CREAM is looking for part-
time team members! In short, 
your job is to help our guests 
in any way you can and to 
have fun at work. Flexible 
schedule. Email ashley@kil-
wins.com (4/18)

ALLISON DIANE 
CLOTHING – looking for 
A partime sales associate. 
Call 828-526-5404 or come 
by Bryson’s Corner at Main 
and 4th streets. (st. 3/21) 

H I G H L A N D S 
COUNTRY CLUB is look-
ing for energetic team players 
to fill positions on the Green-
keeping staff and Driving 
Range Staff. If you want to 
join a fun team with good pay 
and benefits, this is for you! 
Call Brian at (828) 787-2778. 
(3/28)

THE UGLY DOG 
PUB wants you to be a 
part of our team. We need 
managers, full-time servers, 
bartenders, and support staff 
with a positive attitude, abil-
ity to multitask, and a will-
ingness to work as a team. 
Experience preferred but not 
required. Working nights and 
weekends is required. 828-
526-8364 theuglydogstaff@
gmail.com. (st. 3/21)

WOLFGANG’S RES-
TAURANT is looking for 
experienced waitstaff, host-
esses and bussers. Please call 
Jacque at 526-3807. (st. 2/14) 

HELP WANTED UP-
SCALE WOMENS BOU-
TIQUE – Fun, friendly and 
fast paced environment. Re-
tail experience preferred. 
Part or full time needed. 
Saturdays are a requirement. 
Please call 828-371-2582. (st. 
2/7) 

MOUNTAIN FRESH 
GROCERY has full- and 
part-time positions available. 
Competitive wages for all 
positions, 18+ only. Apply in 

person at 521 East Main Street 
in Highlands or call 828-526-
2400.

• Food Server, Cashier, 
and Barista (includes tips)

• Dishwasher
• Pizza
• Bakery
• Grill line
P/T CLEANER NEED 

TO CLEAN A OFFICE 
BUILDING IN CASHIERS 
daytime position pays 16.00 An 
hour,must pass background 
check and D/S contact Bob at 
RNLUNDYGVPM@GMAIL.
COM (st. 11/15)

H O U S E K E E P I N G 
PROFESSIONALS a t 
Highlands-Cashiers Hospital. 
Generous shift differentials, 
paid time off, health insurance, 
and retirement benefits for 
full time roles. Apply today: 
missionhealth.org/careers. (st. 
9/13)

ITEMS FOR SALE
TWIN BEDS - com-

plete set of 2, vintage look 
wooden headboards, and 
linens-$400. Beautiful an-
tique, tall 6 drawer mahogany 
dresser-$350. Call (828) 482-
2380. (st. 11/29)

ATTENTION AN-
TIQUE LOVERS. used fine 
furniture, some from England. 
Pub table with chairs, formal 
sofa, his and her parlor chairs, 
Henredon bedroom set, ac-
cent tables and collectibles. 
Please call or text Faye 828-
421-7197 or 828-421-3785. 
(st. 8/30) 

JACUZZI, WHIRL-
POOL BATH, 23 Jets, 72” x 
60”, 3 years old, cost $6,500; 
sell for $1,800 404-358-3076. 
(st. 7/19) 

SERVICES 
MURPHY’S PAINT-

ING CO. Interior & Exte-
rior Painting, Sheetrock Re-
pair, Wallpaper Removal, Log 
Homes, Decks. Insured. Free 
Estimates. 828-524-1391 or 
828-332-0525. 

AL HANDIMAN SER-

•cLassiFieDs•
VICES – Plumbing, electrical, 
painting, carpentry. Local ref-
erences. Call 828-332-7271 or 
828-369-6245. (3/28)

HIGH COUNTRY 
PHOTO/KEVIN VINSON: 
scanning photos, slides & 
negatives to CD or DVD for 
easier viewing. Video transfer 
to DVD. Everything done in 
house. Leave message at 828-
526-5208. (st. 11/22)

WNC PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE LLC. 
828-347-1822 – Year-round 
property maintenance and 
monitoring for vacation 
homes/rentals/residential; 
pressure washing-deck re-
pairs-carpentry-small plumb-
ing & electrical repairs/paint-
ing/etc.; lawn care & mowing; 
by the job or yearly contract; 
call for FREE estimate; In-
sured.

NEW CREATIONS 
LANDSCAPING LLC. 
For all your landscaping de-
sign & installation needs! 
Spring cleanup, lot clear-
ing, driveway repair, grounds 
maintenance, firewood, re-
taining walls, crossties, we do 
it all! Insured Free estimates 
(828)524-6959.(3/21) 

G R E E N T H U M B 
LAWNCARE & MAINTE-
NANCE – Spring is almost 
here! Need that cleanup? 
Lawn care, house mainte-
nance, handyman and much 
more. Reliable, experienced 
and reasonably priced. High-
lands clients for 15 years with 
references.Call 828-421-8847. 
(3/21) 

HIGHLANDS-CA-
SHIERS HANDI-MAN – 
Can fix anything inside or out. 
Carpentry, painting, pressure 
washing, lawn care, hauling. 
and will monitor house during 
winter. Free Estimates. Refer-
ences. Call Tony. 828-200-
5770 or 828-482-0159. (9/20)

GUTTER CLEANING, 
METAL FABRICATON 
roof repairs, debris removal. 

Call 371-1103. (st. 4/26)
REAL ESTATE FOR 

SALE
S P E C TA C U L A R  

MOUNTAIN VIEWS. 
Ranch 3 bed/2bath and work-
shop. 1.3 acres. Tessentee 
Road, Otto. $229,000. 828-
349-6145. (3/28)

FLAT MOUNTAIN/ 
BRUSH CREEEK ACRE-
AGE FOR SALE BY 
OWNER. 13.2 total acres, 
old mountain homestead. 
Beautiful views, several great 
building sites, old livable farm 
house, small studio size cabin, 
rental income possible, some 
pasture and some woods, par-
tial fenced, well water, three 
different roads to enter prop-
erty, sub-dividable, amazing 
potential on this tract of land. 
Please call 706-400-2596 or 
email vhchambers60@yahoo.
comfor more info. $800,000 
OBO (12/20)

3.20 ACRES UNRE-
STRICTED. Power under-
ground, borders National 
forest, 190 degree view. 10 
min to Main Street. 3 septic 
fields, 1 well 7 g p.m. 2 house 
foundations established and 
approved by county inspec-
tors. 2Bed/2Bath Clayton 
home livable while building. 
Spring rights and more land 
available. For beautiful sunsets 
contact gracefamilia@yahoo.
com. (st. 9/21)

1 .21  ACRES FOR 
SALE BY OWNER - 
OTTO, NC - $28,000. Lot 
12 Quail Haven Road. Otto, 
NC. Price not firm...open for 
negotiation. Please email if in-
terested to ddmarsh15@aol.
com or call/text to 239-980-
0531. Please leave a message. 
(st. 7/20) 

C O M M E R C I A L 
SPACE RENTALS

LOCATION IS EV-
ERYTHING! Prime retail 
space available on Main Street 
in Highlands: 3,000 prime re-

tail space available for rent 
starting March 1, 2019 Con-
tact Jody or Wood Lovell. 
Highlands Sotheby’s Interna-
tional Realty. 828.526.4104. 
(st. 1/10) 

SOUTHERN BELLS 
RESTAURANT on Ca-
shiers Road for lease. Expe-
rienced restaurateurs only. 
Call 706-782-6252. (st. 5/3)

FALLS ON MAIN -– 
Up and Down units available. 
Call 706-782-6252. (st. 5/3). 

R E S I D E N T I A L 
RENTALS

NEED HOUSING 
FOR YOUR 6-MONTHS 
EMPLOYEES?  3/3 older 
furnished home, walk to 
town.  Details 828-526-5558. 
(st. 3/21)

L A R G E  M A I N 
STREET APARTMENT 
– 3BR / 2BA, furnished or 
unfurnished, washer/dryer, 
1-year lease, available April 
1, no smoking, $1,600/mo, 
email glenn@atlantel.net 
(st. 3/14)

N E W L Y 
G O R G E O U S L Y 
R E N O V A T E D  3 
BEDROOM 2 BATH 
in Highland Falls Country 
Club. 24-hr gated security, 
Meticulously maintained 
grounds. Nantahala Forest 
and severa l  water fa l l s 
within the country club. 2 
miles to Highlands’ Main 
Street’s boutique shopping 
and gourmet restaurants. 
Top of the line appliances, 
gas stove, quartz counter 
tops. Mountain chic at its 
finest. 6-month rental for 
December-May. $3,000/mth. 
678-360-2296. (st. 11/1) 
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Main Street Inn & Bistro 
828-526-2590 • mainstreet-inn.com

“Ace is the Place.”

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

3

www.highlandsiscalling.com
828-526-3717 

11

Country Club Properties
“Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals.”
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2 “Highlands is calling  
and I must go.”

Pam Nellis 
BROKER 

828-787-1895
pamela.nellis@yahoo.com 

� 
LANDMARK 
REAL ESTATE SALES 8: VACATION RENTALS 

A�u.o:-,n, 

www.LandmarkRG.com I 828-526-4663 I 225 Main St.

6

Suzanne McDavid
Broker

cell: (678) 276-6133 • Off: (828) 526-8300

401 N 5th St., Highlands

SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery

The Log Cabin
Casual Dining in 1924 Joe Webb log cabin

Nightly at 5 p.m. • 828-526-5777

33
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Mitzi Rauers, Broker 
404-218-9123 

mitzi@meadowsmtnrealty.com
meadowsmountainrealty.com

13

K-H Park

Martin-Lipscomb 
Performing Arts Center 

(PAC)

5

 “Let me introduce you to our charming  
corner of the world.”

114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706

Sheryl Wilson

Top 25
Broker
2018 HCBOR

Sotheby’s
is the top

firm in
Highlands 
since 2013 

Andrea Gabbard

c 828.200.6742

o 828.526.8300

andrea.gabbard
@sothbysrealty.com

474 Main Street 
828.526.3807 
wolfgangs.net

Celebrating 25 Years!

Open Wed. - Sat.
Bistro Opens at 4pm 

Dining Room at 5:30pm

Now Open! 
Come Join Us!



www.firemt.com • (800) 775-4446

cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

McCULLEY’S

“Top of the Hill”

242 S. 4th St.

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

33

828-526-2338

30...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

Open Year-Round
343-D Main Street. • 526-4035

Lunch 
11a-4p
Dinner 
5:30p

Closed
Wednesdays

Paoletti

#1 Broker 
Highlands/Cashiers  

2001-2018 per  
Highlands-Cashiers MLS

7

8

9

6

 5 5

Jody Lovell • 828-526-4104
highlandssothebysrealty.com

www.wildthymegourmet.com

Invest In An Extraordinary Experience
125 South 4th Street, Highlands • (828) 526-8118 • www.WhiteOakRG.com

Susie deVille, Broker Associate
828-371-2079

Bee Gleeson, Broker Associate
404-307-1415

Pat Gleeson, Owner, BIC
828-782-0472

 5

Pat Allen 
Broker-in-charge

Cell: 828-200-9179 
pat@patallenrealtygroup.com 

Office: 828-526-8784
295 Dillard Road

Highlands, NC 28741

 5

Not the Biggest ... Just the Best!

www.patallenrealtygroup.com 

Kurt Barbee
828-545-7272
Ryan Bears

803-271-5426
Christy Harris
404-229-8737 

Rick Harrison
404-906-5113 
Julie Osborn

BROKERS:
828-200-6165

Sherman Pope 
828-342-4277
Cy Timmons 
828-200-9762

Steve Sheppard
404-219-1349
Sheila Welch
828-342-0695

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

Top Producers for 14 Years

Thank you 
for a great Season! 

We will re-open 
Thursday, April 11th, 2019

Open in 
March

Friday & 
Saturday


