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114 N. 4th Street • Highlands 
NC • 828-526-4104 www.highlandssothebysrealty.com

Dedicated to the extraordinary. 
The exceptional. The unique. 

Our affiliation with the Sotheby’s 
brand opens limitless resources 

for our clients

Fun for the whole family!

828-526-8773
highlandscanopytour.com

The Mountain Area Medical Airlift (MAMA) helicopter is once again flying across the mountains 
of  western North Carolina directly to Highlands-Cashiers Hospital. The new helipad, adjacent to the 
hospital Emergency Department, reduces overall patient transport times by at least 20 minutes, and 
will keep local ambulance providers in service. During construction of  the new helipad, EMS was be-
ing used to shuttle patients to Zachary Field on Buck Creek for airlift.

“We ushered in our new helipad with a very special blessing,” said Jackie Medland, chief  executive 
officer and chief  nursing officer of  Highlands-Cashiers Hospital. “It’s truly humbling to think of  all 
the lives that will be so positively impacted by efficient air transport. I’m also forever grateful for all of  
our team members who serve so tirelessly in the field, in the air and in our hospital.”

MAMA is back at H-C Hospital

Highlands is a mecca for 
fundraisers and each benefits a 
worthy cause. But when fundrais-
ers are off  the mountain, they 
can go unnoticed. This Saturday 
there is a critical fundraiser taking 
place at Cartoogechaye Elemen-
tary School which will benefit all 
students in the Macon County 
School System.

Saturday, April 6 is the 32nd 
annual Academic Auction & Raf-
fle that is sponsored by the Ma-
con County Academic Founda-
tion (MCAF) of  which Highlands 
own high school math teacher 
Brian Aulisio is president. The 
foundation grants funds directly 
to Macon County public school 
teachers – those who the founda-
tion believes know what works 

The MCAF 
auction & 

raffle is this 
Saturday

Macon County students 
are the lucky recipients of 

money raised

•See MCAF page 16

By Brittney Lofthouse
Seasonal spa and country 

club employers in Highlands and 
elsewhere are struggling to fill 
workforce requirements due to a 
change in the H-2B Visa Policy. 

The H-2B visas allow foreign 
workers to come temporarily to 
the U.S. for non-agricultural ser-
vices on a seasonal basis. 

Created in the late 1980s, the 
program is designed to allow a 
certain number of  foreign work-
ers to come to the U.S. for tempo-
rary seasonal work each year when 
American workers are unavailable.

The Philippines accounted 
for 767 H-2B visas in fiscal year 
2017, the most in Asia but less 
than 1 percent of  the total given 
out worldwide, according to the 
State Department. However, the 
Trump administration issued a 

H-2B visa 
changes 

cause labor 
shortage in 
Highlands

Each year it’s called a retreat 
but like the mayor said, it’s really 
a precursor to establishing the up-
coming fiscal year’s budget.

Last Thursday, the Town 
Board and town department 

heads gathered in Coleman Hall at 
First Presbyterian Church to hear 
wish lists from department heads 
for FY 2019-‘20 as well as the 
mid-year financial update from the 
town manager and treasurer.

No surprise … Highlands is in 
good shape, in fact better than this 
time last year. 

As of  February 2019, prop-
erty tax collections have increased 

Wishes and ‘needs’ discussed at Retreat
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Highlands Mayor
Patrick Taylor

•Letters•

Dear Editor 
As many of  you know, the Macon County Academic Foundation holds an annual 

live auction and raffle event every spring to raise funds for classroom projects and edu-
cational experiences in our public schools. The 32nd Academic Auction will take place at 
Cartoogechaye Elementary School in Franklin on Saturday, April 6th, at 3:30 p.m.

Live auction and raffle helps MC students

•See LETTER page 11

This is the time of  the year 
where I attend numerous 
meetings concerning bud-

get initiatives and projects im-
pacting the town. Here are some 
meeting highlights.

Two weeks ago, I traveled to 
Cherokee to attend the a regional 
transportation advisory commit-
tee meeting. On the agenda was 
the presentation of  a new STIP 
priority list for road projects in 
the seven-county region of  Western Caro-
lina.

Last year NC 106 improvements from 
the Georgia State line to Main Street was 
high on this list. Public input coming from 
two meetings revealing the scope of  the 
project made DOT decide not to proceed 
with the project. I thought the proposed 
design was over developed and should be 
cutback. Nevertheless, I publicly stated I 
would make sure the project as presented 
would be removed from the list. After at-
tending this last TAC meeting, I can report 
it is officially and completely off  the new 
priority list, aka, gone away.

I can also state that there are not other 
road improvement projects for the High-

lands Plateau. Other than repav-
ing of  existing roads, I don’t see 
any changes coming to the pla-
teau highways for the foreseeable 
future. It takes about a decade for 
a project to make the priority list 
and go through the funding pro-
cess. Macon County has two proj-
ects on the list, but none on the 
Highlands Plateau.

I will meet in Highlands with 
the NCDOT Division Engineer 

and the NCDOT Traffic Engineer next 
week about tractor trailer trucks on the 
Gorge Road. A plan to address this grow-
ing problem is under development. Cur-
tailing tractor trailer trucks from the Gorge 
Road is possible. Will this plan eliminate all 
tractor trailer trucks on the Gorge Road? 
No, there will always be a few who think 
laws don’t apply to them.

Last Thursday the Town Board held 
the annual Town Retreat at the Presbyte-
rian Church Coleman Hall. We always ap-
preciate the opportunity to meet in such a 
great location. At the opening, I observed 
we really don’t retreat. I suggested we actu-
ally do an all-day budget workshop. Our big 
retreat expenses were coffee and pastries in 
the morning followed by box lunches.

The town board will hold a series of  
afternoon budget development meetings in 
April and May. Also, town board commit-
tees will be meeting concerning developing 
plans for a new fire station and for chang-
ing garbage pickup policies to enhance 
worker safety and to address the bear issue. 
Both initiatives have direct impact on the 
forthcoming budget.

Tomorrow I travel to Black Moun-
tain to attend a regional mayor’s meeting. 
The big topic will be impending legisla-
tion impacting towns and cities. In May the 
Town Manager and I will attend the NC 
League of  Municipalities annual meeting in 
Hickory. A major tropic will be municipal 
broadband networks. With Highlands only 
months away from constructing our fiber 
optic network, the town is on the leading 
edge of  this movement. Many towns are 
four to five years away from getting to the 
point where we are now. 

Budget initiatives and upcoming projects
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MeadowsMountainRealty.com  |  828.526.1717

At Highlands Falls CC 
2334 CASHIERS ROAD

Downtown Highlands
488 MAIN STREET

New Office in Cashiers 
132 HIGHWAY 107 SOUTH

MIRRORMONT This mountain contemporary home has been remodeled and 
offers a wonderful open feel with cathedral ceiling and pecky cypress walls. The kitch-en 
is brand new with stainless steel KitchenAid appliances, new cabinetry and granite 
countertops. The living room has the feel of living in a tree house with lots of glass and it 
opens to a private screened porch. The main level has a large den with a second fire-
place plus the master suite which has access to two spacious bathrooms.

MLS# 89638  |  Offered for $575,000

CULLASAJA CLUB With an open floor plan, gleaming hardwood floors, 
skylights, and vaulted ceilings, this single level cottage lives large. The kitchen boasts 
stainless steel appliances, granite countertops, desk space, and a large island. The 
vaulted living room has an bar, built-in bookcases, skylights, and opens to a covered 
front porch and a screened-in back deck. The large master bedroom suite also opens to 
the back porch and boasts his and her closets, dual vanities and a walk-in shower.

MLS# 90115  |  Offered for $625,000

HIGHLANDS FALLS CC  This great villa is in pristine condition. 
The beautiful stone walkway and steps lead to an open floor plan with vaulted 
ceilings in the great room and kitchen. The kitchen has been updated as well as both 
bath-rooms. The great room opens to a covered deck. The master bedroom has a 
vaulted ceiling, a large walk-in closet and opens to the deck. Off the foyer are two 
guest bed-rooms with a shared bath.

MLS# 89625  |  Offered for $550,000

APPLE MOUNTAIN  Wonderful living space with a large, open kitchen, 
spa-cious halls, open deck, as well as a screened porch make this home great for entertain-
ing. The roomy master suite includes two large walk-in closets and the guest rooms are 
generously sized. The house sits across from a park and is located in a private and quiet 
neighborhood. Also included is a second garage which could be used as a workshop or 
studio. Offered fully furnished and includes a full house generator and two water heaters.

MLS# 90450  |  Offered for $595,000



• Highlands Area Dining •

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round.
Gourmet Foods, Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Serving Lunch 
11a to 4p

Serving Dinner 
from 5:30p 

Closed Wednesdays
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Now hiring all 
positions

Open Year Round • 6 days

Asia House
Japanese • Asian• Thai Cuisine

Mon. thru Thurs., 11a to 10p
Fri., & Sat., 11a to 11 p

Sun., noon to 10p
828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900

We Cater!
151 Helen’s Barn Avenue

Please call for reservations

Closed Wednesdays AND Closed daily 3 to 4:30p 

828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah
www.ontheverandah.com

US 64 west • Highlands

Open in 
April

Tuesday 
thru 

Saturday

 (828) 526-4906
‘Our 35th Year’Paoletti

Join us for Dinner Beginning April 11 at 5 p.m.
www.paolettis.com

474 Main Street | 828.526.3807 | wolfgangs.net

Open Wednesday - Sunday
Bistro Opens at 4pm | Dining Room at 5:30pm

Cel ebra t i ng  25 Year s
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Coffee • Espresso Drinks
Smoothies • Hot Soup
Paninis • Baked Goods

On Main Street • Highlands
7 days a week • 7a to 6p • 526-0020

In Wright Square
137 Main Street

Dine In or Take Out
828-487-4633

Open Mon.-Sat. 7a to 4p • Sun. 8a to 3p
All Day Craft Breakfast, Lunch

and Pastries Galore
Vegan & Vegetarian Options

Eggs Your Way • Omelets 
Corn Beef  Hash • Eggs Benedict 

3 Chef-Crafted Soups Daily 
Salads

Hot Sandwiches Daily
Hand-made in-House Burgers

Panni Sandwiches • Cubans • Ruebens 
and much more!
Come See Us!

Book a private cooking class with Rachel 
at the Spice & Tea Exchange shop.

Get a group together and come ready 
for fun, good food and laughs!

$30/person

828-482-1609 • 330 Main Street, Highlands

Keep the spring in your step!

Fri. & Sat. 1, 4, and 7 p.m.; 
Sunday 1 and 4 p.m; 

NO MOVIES MONDAY; 
Tues., Wed., & Thurs. 1, 4, 7 p.m.

 $10 / $2 off on Tuesdays.

•obituaries•

Douglas Stacey Keener, 70, of  Franklin, NC, passed 
away Tuesday, March 26, 2019.  He was the son of  Virgie 
Leo Keener of  Highlands, NC and the late Henry Brown-
low Keener.  Mr. Keener was a US Army Veteran, serving 
two tours in Vietnam.  He was a builder in the construc-
tion business.  He loved the outdoors,  fishing, gardening, 
wood working, and he liked to restore cars. Mr. Keener 
was of  the Baptist faith.

In addition to his mother, he is survived by his wife, 
Beverly Keener, of  Franklin, NC; daughter, Judy Keen-
er (Dominic) of  Franklin, NC; sons, Douglas Stacey 
Keener, Jr. (Lisa) of  Franklin, NC and Jason Johnson of  
Highlands, NC; five granddaughters, four great-grand-
children;  two sisters, Caroline Winn (Terry) of  Georgia 
and Marylee Simmons (Randal) of  Highlands, NC; half  
sisters, Melba Egan of  Wilmington, Delaware and Olive 
Todd of  High Point, NC; and a brother, Grady Keener 
(Bev) of  Arizona.

A Celebration of  Life Service will be held later in 
the spring.

In lieu of  flowers donations may be made to Four 
Seasons Hospice, 571 South Allen Road, Flat Rock, NC  

28731 or to Hospice House Foundation of  WNC, 272 Ma-
ple Street, Franklin, NC  28734.

Bryant-Grant Funeral Home and Crematory is serving 
the Keener family.  Online condolences may be made at 
www.bryantgrantfuneralhome.com.

Douglas Stacey Keener

Mrs. Marguerite Lea 
Pierce Hooper, 96, passed 
away Friday, March 29, 
2019. Mrs. Hooper was 
born August 11, 1922 in 
Kingsport, Tenn. to the 
late William Pierce and Ida 
Mae Peevler Pierce. She 
was a loving wife, mother, 
grandmother, and great-
grandmother. Mrs. Hooper 
was very involved in the 
community of  Cashiers and 
always loved to cook and 
feed any one that came to 
her home. She attended Cashiers Church of  God.

Survivors include her children, Geraldine McCall 
(Jimmy), John Henry Hooper (Ruth), Willa Mae Ammons, 
Louise Davis (Charlie), and Rachel Griffith (David) all of  
Cashiers, NC; 15 grandchildren; 36 great-grandchildren, 
and 59 great-great grandchildren; and a sister, Norma Mae 
Gaulden of  Rock Hill, S.C. 

Mrs. Hooper was preceded in death by her husband, 
Henry Richard Hooper; two children, Geneva Talley, and 
Charlie Hooper; two grandchildren; three sisters, Mary 
Pressley, Martha Pierce, and Nina Pierce; and two brothers, 
John Pierce and Charlie Pierce. 

A Celebration of  Life Service was held Sunday, March 
31, 2019 at the Cashiers Church of  God with the Rev. Da-
vid Hall and Rev. Tim Pressley officiating. 

 In lieu of  flowers donations can be made to the Dou-
ble Springs Cemetery Fund, 8335 Cullowhee Mountain Rd. 
Cullowhee, NC 28723.

 Online condolences can be left at www.bryantgrantfu-
neralhome.com. Bryant-Grant Funeral Home and Crema-
tory served the Hooper family.

Marguerite Lea Pierce Hooper
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April Sales Extravaganza!
2 Days Only

Fri. & Sat., April 12 & 13 • 10a-4p
at Mountain Findings Thrift Shop

(432 Spruce St, Highlands • 526-9929)
Items have been coming in daily throughout the month.

Wide array of furniture and home accessories, lamps,
bedroom furnishings, exercise equipment, game & dining tables

& so much more. China, crystal, cookware, baskets. . . . . .

(cash or check only)

Area middle schools hold first track meet of season at Rabun Gap-Nacoochee
By Brian O’Shea
Plateau Daily News

Four middle schools com-
peted at a track meet on a cold 
and rainy Wednesday last week 
hosted by Tallulah Falls at Rabun 
Gap-Nacoochee School. 

Highlands, Summit Charter, 
Rabun Gap, and Tallulah Falls 
boys and girls middle school 
teams hit the track, discus, shot 
put, high jump and more to a 
large crowd of  supporters cheer-
ing on the athletes at the first 
meet of  the season.

Highlands Head Coach Jake 
Page said it was the team’s first 
meet and it was a learning experi-
ence.

“I thought all of  our ath-
letes did really well,” said Page. 
“First meet for a lot of  the kids, 
so a lot are still learning, but I 
was very proud of  the way our 
athletes competed. They really 
gave it their all.”

He added that Highlands 
had some top three finishes, in-
cluding Connor Thorske who 
placed first in the high jump, 
with 5-00, a possible personal re-
cord, and Highlands relay teams 
all placed in the top 3.

Moving forward, Page said 
they’re going to need to work on 

exchanges to try and shave off  
some time in the relay depart-
ment.

Summit Head Coach Gretch-
en Kapity said the athletes ex-
ceeded expectations, especially 
being the first meet of  the season.

“I am pleased with how my 
kids did,” said Kapity. “It was 
cold and rainy and miserable, but 
most persevered and did all of  
their races. We had a lot of  kids 
get new PR’s, which is great. I am 
especially proud of  my hurdlers 
and jumpers who haven’t gotten 
much practice. My two high jump 
girls haven’t practiced since last 
year since we don’t have a mat and 
they both got PR’s and placed 2nd 
and 3rd.”

She added she is proud of  
Summit’s 6th graders who are 
new to the team this year and are 
working hard and putting in the 
effort to improve.

“The first conference meet 
is always a challenge because a 
lot of  the kids haven’t been on 
a real track and there is a learn-
ing curve,” said Kapity. “Plus, the 
weather was not great. It is still 
sickness season, so we had a few 
athletes out as well.”

Highlands Olivia Cole made 

her rounds on both track and field 
competing in shot put, discus, and 
the 4×100 M relay. She earned a 
PR in discus with 50 ft. 7 in.

Summit Anna Nichols com-
peted in the shot put, discus, and 
400 M race, and also scored a PR 
in discus with 50 ft. 2 in.

“I think I did pretty good in 
the scheme of  things,” said Nich-
ols. “I definitely did better than I 
thought I was going to do.”

Summit Catelynn Couch said 
she had a couple first-time events 
on Wednesday and thinks she did 
well. After a strategy session with 
Cole, confidence was high min-
utes before Couch ran the 400 M.

“It’s all good, I know I’m go-
ing to kill it,” said Couch.

Highlands Finneaus Garner 
competed in hurdles, long jump, 
400 M, and 100 M. He said hur-
dles were a little tricky, but said if  
you maintain your balance when 
you clip a hurdle, you’re not nec-
essarily going to fall.

“I thought I did really good,” 
said Garner. “I didn’t knock down 
every hurdle so I’m pretty happy 
about that.”

The next middle school track 
meet is at 4 p.m. on April 9 at 
Rabun Gap.

Highlands James Earp competed in the high jump on Wednesday at Rabun 
Gap-Nacoochee School.

Highlands, Summit Charter, Rabun Gap, and Tallulah Falls boys and girls middle 
school teams hit the track for first meet of the season.

Highlands Conor Thorske competed in the long jump on Wednesday.
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� MOUNTAIN FRESH GROCERY 
EVER¥ FRIDAY AND SATURDAY NIGHT 
BEER, WINE, AND P.REMIUM COCKTAILS AVAILABLE 

FRIDAY NIGHT IS STEAKHOUSE NIGHT 
FROM 5:30PM TO 7:30PM (DINE-IN ONLY) 

18.99 
18.99 
23.99 
24.99 

ORDER FRON THE 6RILL 
GRILLED WILD-CAUGHT SALMON 
12-OUNCE NY STRIP
12-OUNCE RIBEYE
8-OUNCE FILET
TWO 5-OUNCE LOBSTER TAILS 24.99 

THEN HELP YOURSELF TO THE PREMIUM HOT AND 
COLD BAR WITH STEAKHOUSE SPECIALTIES SUCH AS: 

FRENCH ONION SOUP, SPINACH GRATIN, 
BAKED POTATOES, STEAK FRIES, MAC 'N CHEESE, 

SHERRI ED MUSHROOMS, POTATOES AU GRATIN, FRENCH 
GREEN BEANS, AND DESSERT. 

SATURDAY NIGHT IS BARBEQUE NIGHT 
FROM 5:30PM TO 7:30PM (DINE-IN ONLY) 

Adults $13.99 I 10 and under $7.99 
CONTINUOUSLY SERVED FRESH FROM THE HOT BAR! 

Rotating BBQ selections such as: 
PULLED PORK 

SMOKED CHICKEN 
SMOKED RIBS 
BEEF BRISKET 
FLANK STEAK 

SIDES MAY INCLUDE: 
CORNBREAD, COLLARD GREENS, COLESLAW, 

BAKED BEANS, AND HUSHPUPPIES. 

VISIT MFGRO.COM FOR DETAILS 

COOKING FOR HIG HLANDS 
MON-SAT OPEN AT 7AM AND SUNDAYS AT 8AM 

CORNER OF FIFTH & MAIN, HIGHLANDS NC • 828.526.2400 • MFGRO.COM 

•WorD Matter•

Bud Katz

On carnage in God’s houses

In the aftermath of  the hor-
rific killing of  fifty souls last 
month in two mosques in 

New Zealand, I found myself  
wondering anew why people 
who are driven to commit mass 
murder of  others seem to do so 
based, at least in part, on how 
and where they choose to wor-
ship God. The irony doesn’t 
escape me that the mosques 
where these incidents occurred were locat-
ed in a city named Christchurch. 

Somehow, I don’t think my God, the 
“Thou shalt not kill” God, the one wor-
shipped by Christians, Muslims and Jews, is 
at all good with this, no matter where the 
carnage happens. And it seems capable of  
happening everywhere.

In October 2018, a self-professed anti-
Semite walked into a synagogue in Pitts-
burgh, Pennsylvania and murdered eleven 
Jews during a worship service. A gunman 
entered a Baptist Church in Sutherland 
Springs, Texas in 2017 and killed twenty-
six parishioners. Yet another murderer, in 
2015, entered a predominantly black church 
in Charleston, South Carolina, and slaugh-
tered nine worshipers. In that case, race was 
believed to be the catalyst, but still, the gun-
man chose an historic church in which to 
do his killing. Six people were gunned down 
in a Sikh Temple in Oak Creek, Wisconsin 
in 2012. Two more were shot-gunned to 
death in a Unitarian Church in Knoxville, 
Tennessee in 2008. Three were murdered 
at two Jewish Centers near Kansas City, 
Kansas in 2014. Six were slaughtered at an 
Islamic Center in Quebec City in 2017. 

There’s more, but you get the idea. 
Not that any place is appropriate for mass 
murder, but houses of  worship have be-
come a preferred venue for these cowards 
to do their twisted business.

What is there about religion, or houses 
of  worship, and the people who attend 
services and activities involving them, that 
drives others to commit murder in the 
name of  one or the other? Are they simply 
convenient? Or, is there something more 
going on?

I know these musings could easily de-
volve into a conversation about the ready 
availability of  guns, but that issue has been 
and continues to be argued ad infinitum. 
My concern is that people exercising their 
First Amendment right to worship as and 

where they choose, appear to 
have targets on their backs 
precisely because of  how and 
where they worship. 

It’s interesting to consider 
that in America the rights of  
individuals to keep and bear 
arms, codified through the 2nd 
Amendment to the U.S. Consti-
tution, is now often found to be 
in direct conflict with the rights 

of  individuals to freely worship, as is guar-
anteed under the 1st Amendment of  that 
same marvelous document. 

Religion is both a delicate matter to 
discuss and a powerful force in the lives of  
the faithful. . People of  faith, at least those 
I know, are overwhelmingly mortified by 
behavior such as has happened in places 
specifically designed and built to bring souls 
together for the single purpose of  worship-
ping God. It’s frustrating for me when some 
actually assign to God a kind of  responsibil-
ity for whatever happens. 

“It’s God’s will,” they say. 
Sorry, but I can’t agree with the senti-

ment.
No benevolent, loving, forgiving God 

decides to put a weapon in the hands of  an 
angry, twisted individual for the sole pur-
pose of  slaughtering the very people who 
have assembled to worship him. To me, that 
notion is a dismissive and insulting paradox. 

I must confess, though, that I’ve heard, 
with my own ears, people allegedly of  faith 
who decry the belief  system of  others as 
something that should be eliminated. I’ve 
both heard and read of  people who mini-
mize the carnage of  a mass shooting in a 
place of  worship catering to the beliefs of  
those who don’t necessarily share their own 
faith. This applies to race and national origin 
as well, but it’s somehow more disconcert-
ing to me when it’s focused on religion. 

I don’t see an end to either gun violence 
in our society or religion-based acrimony 
and separatism. It seems both are part of  
who many of  us are as Americans, and both 
contribute to how we’re either conditioned 
or taught to believe and, in some cases, to 
behave. All we can do as individuals is fol-
low that faith-based concept of  treating 
others as we’d like to be treated. 

And that might mean that if  your reli-
gion in any way encourages you to hate or 
do harm to others, you might want to con-
sider getting a new one. 
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Dr. Joseph H. Wilbanks, D.D.S.

706-886-9439 • 800-884-9439

278 East Doyle St. • Toccoa, GA

COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF.

You are only 50 miles away from 30 years experience in top-
notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch. 

• Dental Implants • Root Canal 
Therapy

• SINGLE VISIT CROWNS! 
• Orthodontics including Invisalign  

• Wisdom Teeth Extractions 
and of course Fillings and Cleanings.

(IV Sedation, too)

www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com

•See H-B2 VISA page 10

...H-2B VISA continued from page 1
ban on Filipino workers effective 
this year, drastically reducing the 
number of  applicants seasonal 
employers can use. 

from the Philippines who were 
originally issued H-2B visas and 
the potential that continued H-2B 
visa issuance may encourage or 
serve as an avenue for future hu-
man trafficking,” it said. 

The same ban was also im-
posed on Ethiopia and the Do-
minican Republic.

The H-2B visa program is a 
lottery/time-date system. 

Companies must apply for 
the visas 120 days in advance. 
Richard Delany, President and 
Managing Director of  Old Ed-
wards Inn and Spa said they ap-
plied on time to the second, but 
due to policy changes, were not 
approved for the visas. 

Delany said OEI applied for 
30 applicants from Jamaica,Costa 
Rica and the Philippines at the 
earliest possible moment – Janu-
ary 1st just past midnight. He said 
he heard there were over 200,000 
applications that day alone.

“It is killing us and many 
other hotels and golf  clubs in 
North Carolina,” said Delany. “All 
the top clubs in the area rely on 
these amazing workers for the 
season. With basically a negative 
unemployment rate right now we 
have nobody to fill the positions. 
Literally, nobody. Biltmore did not 
get theirs [visas] and neither did 
Grove Park Inn or Harrah’s.”

Under the H-2B program, it 
is mandated that employers must 
first try to hire American workers, 
or legal immigrants, at reason-
able wages for their openings. If  
they aren’t able to hire qualified 
U.S. workers, then employers can 
ask the Labor Department for 
permission to hire foreign guest 
workers.

Some minimum qualifica-
tions required of  U.S. workers in-
clude training or the ability to be 
trained for the position they are 
applying; the ability to get to work 
and the ability to pass a drug test.

The number of  available 
H-2B visas are capped each year – 
as much as 180,000 in the past but 
capped at 66,000 this year – bro-
ken into 33,000 allotments twice 
this fiscal year. 

Changes to the policy under 
the Trump administration, paired 
with banning specific countries, 
has made it increasingly difficult 
for seasonal employers to find 

help. 
“The great thing about the 

H-2B program is it is seasonal 
(six months) so you do not have 
to carry their payroll in the winter 
when you are not as busy,” said 
Delany. “The workers also take 
nothing from the welfare system 
as they do not have benefits in the 
U.S. or at work. Many are profes-
sionals who have no work in their 
home-country and they send all 
the money home. The great thing 
about the visa is they usually come 
back year after year to the same 
place, so you do not have to re-
train them. In addition, they have 
to work hard and perform well or 
they cannot come back. So, it is 
sort of  self-policing.”

He said this program is per-
fect for communities that have 
seasonality of  some kind like the 
beach, mountains, ski resorts, etc. 

The largest change in the 
policy involves how workers who 
have previously been approved for 
visas are counted toward the cap. 

In prior years, workers could 
return to the U.S. and not be 
counted toward that year’s cap. 
However, the Trump Administra-
tion has changed that, and now 
even returning workers, are count-
ed in the overall number of  visas 
allotted annually, which drastically 
decreases the workforce. 

Jason Macaulay, General 
Manager of  the Highlands Falls 
Country Club, said that the ban on 
visas for workers from the Phil-
ippines has significantly hurt the 
club. 

“We typically have about 12 
workers who come year after year 
and because of  the ban this year, 
we weren’t able to have those indi-
viduals back,” he said.

Macaulay said his staff  grows 
from 20-25 in the winter to around 
75 in the summer. He relies on 
visa workers to help staff  the food 
and beverage needs at the club, 
which usually require about 20-25 
people, 12 of  which are typically 
on visas. While he plans to reapply 
for three of  the visa spots he was 
not granted, even if  he gets them, 
he will still be short. 

Those against the H-2B pro-
gram say without the program to 
fall back on, seasonal employers 
would have to raise the wages on 
seasonal jobs to entice Ameri-

The Department of  Home-
land Security and Department of  
State “are concerned about the 
high volume of  trafficking victims 

cans to take them and that H-2B 
guest workers depress the wages 
of  low-skilled and low-educated 
Americans – those who need a 
job the most. 

But according to Macaulay, 
the visa program isn’t about find-
ing cheap labor or taking jobs 
away from Americans. 

“I pay the visa workers the 
same as I would pay anyone be-
cause I am a firm believer in pay-
ing someone what they are worth,” 
he said. “For the first two years I 
worked at the club I tried to only 
hire locally, but I just wasn’t able 
to fill my staff, so I was forced to 
turn to the visa program.” 

Though the H-2B program is 
a great source of  temporary labor, 
Brian Stiehler, golf  course super-
intendent of  Highlands Country 
Club said he is officially done rely-
ing on any part of  the H-2B pro-
gram in the future.

“I only ever relied on six 
H-2B staff  members and I never 
let myself  get too reliant on the 
program because every year it’s a 
political issue. We all knew there 
was a chance of  this happening at 
any time.” 

Stiehler said luckily, he has 
been able to hire local and was 
able to create a few more full-time 
jobs to replace those filled with 
the H-2B program.

Delany said he and other 
such institutions still rely on J1 
Visa interns which are on an an-
nual basis. OEI recruits those 
interns from hotel schools in the 
United Kingdom but also recruits 
heavily from Florida State, Uni-
versity of  Central Florida, Appala-
chian State University and Auburn 
for the summer months. 

“But the U.S. interns can only 
work about three months; four 
months top,” he said. “In addi-
tion, the J1 interns are prohibited 
from being housekeepers or dish-
washers whereas the H-2B visa is 
more of  a manual labor visa so 
candidates can do anything,” said 
Delany.

So, due to time limitations 
and work type, the J1 program 
can’t offer a complete solution.

The number of  H-2B visas 
allowed this year was 33,000 for 
the entire U.S. per 6-month pe-
riod. 
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E V E RY T H I N G  F O R  YOU R  B E D  &  B AT H

White Glove Delivery Throughout The Southeast & Beyond

Bed & Bath

2089 Dillard Road, Highlands  |  2 miles from Main Street  |  828-526-5577  |  www.summerhousehighlands.com

515922

MONDAY –  SATURDAY
9 AM –  5 PM

Peacock Alley  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 
Dash & Albert  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 
Downtown  .   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
Pine Cone Hill  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 
Pigeon & Poodle  .  .  .  .  . 
Kassatex  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
Caro Home  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  
Antica Farmacista  .  .  .  .  . . .  
Le Blanc  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . . . . .  
Barefoot Dreams  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . . . .  
Lollia  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

. . .  . Bedding
...... .Rugs

.... . . . Bedding 
.........Bedding

Bath Accessories 
.......Towels
......Towels

 . . Bath & Body
Linen Wash 

 .Pajamas
.......Bed & Bath

• Full Service Automobile Detailing
• Purveyor and Consignor of Luxury, Exotic 

and Vintage Motorcars
• Financing Available
• White Glove Transport Specialist
• We Pay Top Dollar for High Quality Vehicles

$75 OFF 
Any Complete Detail Service 

Through April 20th

518 Dillard Road • Highlands, NC
828-526-1900 • www.thecarbutlernc.com

...RETREAT continued from page 1
$41,370.21 compared to February 2018. 
Sales tax revenue has increased $34,276.30; 
Franchise Tax revenue is $1,587.53 and 
the  amount  of   General  Fund  reve-
nues  collected  as  of   February  2019, is 
$325,231.43  more  compared  to  General 
Fund revenues collected as of  February 
2018.

Mayor Pat Taylor said healthy rev-
enues are good since things “pop up like 
the water tank on Satulah, the water filter at 
the plant and damage from snow storms.”

As of  Feb. 2019, budgeted revenue 
for all utility funds (the town’s enterprise 
funds) are at the required 66.6% – water 
is at 68%; sewer is at 67%; sanitation is at 
66% and electric is at 74%. “We anticipate 
meeting our budgeted revenue for all util-
ity funds,” said Treasurer Rebecca Shuler, 
“and all the expenditures in those depart-
ments are below the 66.6%.”

Town Manager Josh Ward said after 
the reval, property values rose 6% in the 
town limits, 6.25% in the township – which 
means 46% of  county tax proceeds comes 
from Highlands and Highlands Township. 

Bear resistant toters were high on the 
agenda. 

“We have to upgrade the way we col-
lect garbage considering the problem we 
have with bears and what we expect our 

sanitation workers to do,” said Mayor Tay-
lor.

Two bear-resistant toters were pre-
sented – a 96-gallon commercial toter and 
a 64-gallon residential toter.

The suggestion is that by ordinance, 
commercial toters will be required of  all 
businesses. Commercial toters will do away 
with shared dumpsters which are also ille-
gally “shared” by citizens driving by who 
often leave trash on top or fail to latch after 
they throw trash inside.

This behavior entices bad behavior 
from the bears which currently have run of  
the town.

The town is proposing buying 350 
commercial bear-resistent toters for about 
$122,000. They will be available for pur-
chase ($349) or for lease. The details are yet 
to be worked out. The proposal was sent to 
the Public Works Committee. 

The idea is to get rid of  all dumpsters 
currently on the public right-of-way. “These 
are the dumpsters that are the problem,” 
said the mayor, “particularly on Oak Street.”

Residential bear-resistent toters were 
also discussed but buying 2,500 toters 
would cost the town $800,000 at $339 for 
a 64-gallon toter. Talk revolved around re-
quiring residential toters as in the commer-

• See RETREAT page 19
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330 Dillard 
Road

Above
Highlands 
Decorating 

Center

Taylor Barnes Spa
• Therapeutic Massage
• Age Defying Facials

• Euphoric Feet & 
Reflexology

• Tuscan Wine Body 
Polish

• Personal Training
Taylor Barnes Salon

• Color, Cuts, 
• Make-up
• Up-Dos

• Hair Extensions
• Manicures
• Pedicures

828-526-4192

•inVesting at 4,118 ft.•

let's leave the 
AGING 
to the wine & 

cheese 

Center for Plastic Surgery 
Robert T. Buchanan, MD 

Board Certified Plastic Surgeon 
209 Hospital Dr., Suite 202, Highlands, N.C. 28741

526-3783 • Toll Free: 877-526-3784
www.PlasticSurgeryToday.com

Every March I have a 
check-up meeting with 
my financial planner to 

make sure my investments are 
performing as intended and to 
determine if  any maintenance 
needs to occur. Real estate is 
sometimes our largest invest-
ment, or at least a substantial part 
of  our overall portfolio. Since 
real estate is a physical asset, it 
should be inspected regularly. 

As a Realtor showing prop-
erties or looking at potential list-
ings, it amazes me how many 
times these assets are neglected, 
and serious devaluation occurs 
because of  the neglect. Most 
times, paying small amounts to 
maintain a property are much 
cheaper than the large bills to 
repair the damage caused by the 
neglect. Think again, if  you plan 
to pass the burden of  repair on 
to a future buyer. It will probably 
cost you even more than having 
the repairs made before selling. 
Sellers will eventually lower the 
price to a point a buyer is will-
ing to take on the repairs; or will 
issue the buyer a credit for the 
amount to have the repairs made 
after closing.

Home inspections are a very 
important part of  the purchase 
and sale process. The North 
Carolina Real Estate Commis-
sion has a pamphlet “Questions 
and Answers on Home Inspec-
tions.” In addition, the Listing 
Agreement has a section which 
addresses inspections and states: 
“Seller is advised to obtain a 
home inspection for the purpose 

of  evaluating the condition of  the 
Property in order to enhance its 
marketability and to help reduce 
concerns of  prospective buy-
ers.” The seller must either agree 
or not to obtain and pay for an 
inspection by a licensed NC 
Home Inspector. Most brokers I 
work with and know encourage 
the seller to have a property pre-
inspected, but this seldom occurs 
because the seller doesn’t want to 
spend $500 to determine what is-
sues are present and need to be 
corrected. However, once the 
property is under contract and in-
spected, the issues will be known 
and far too many times, the deal 
will fall through.

It is rare, but I have encoun-
tered homeowners who have 
their property inspected every 
3-5 years, even though they are 
not planning to sell. They see the 
small expense worthwhile to keep 
their investment in the best con-
dition possible. Also, by spread-
ing out the different maintenance 

items, when it is time to sell, they 
are not faced with an enormous 
expense to ready their property 
to be marketed.

If  you don’t want to spend 
the money to have your home 
inspected, I urge you to at least 
take the time to do a thorough 
inspection yourself. Look in the 
attic, basement and crawl space. 
Is there evidence of  water intru-
sion, leaks or moisture problems? 
Examine the roof, gutters and 
water run-off. Is the roof  in good 
condition or is there more moss 
than in the garden? Look under 
sinks for signs of  plumbing leaks. 
Do your appliances operate prop-
erly? Do the decks or terraces 
need to be pressure washed; sid-
ing re-painted or stained? Has the 
HVAC system been serviced and 
filters changed? Is there evidence 
of  rodents in the house? Has the 
chimney ever been cleaned? Does 
the house smell musty? And fi-
nally, those fogged windows that 
have been bugging you for years 
– have them replaced, or be ready 
to pay your buyer to have it done. 
These are just some of  the items 
to check on. 

Maybe it is worth the small 
expense to have a licensed in-
spector take a look and correct 
the issues before they cause fur-
ther damage.

• Carl Romberg is a full-time 
Highlands resident and the Broker in 
Charge of  Landmark Realty Group’s 
Highlands Office located at 225 Main 
Street. Feel free to stop by and visit with 
him, or reach him at 678-936-9309 
or carl@LandmarkRG.com 

Property Maintenance

Carl Romberg
BIC Landmark Realty Group

“That is 660 per state to 
show you how inane this is,” said 
Delany. “I heard Biltmore and the 
Grove Park Inn asked for 100 each 
to give you an idea of  what a drop 
in the bucket 33,000 is. And then 
you have to throw in all the hotels 
and resorts and grocery stores on 
the coast that use the H-2B work-
ers during the summer.”

According to Breitbart, last 
week Republican leaders included 
the expansion of  the H-2B visa 
worker program in their spend-
ing bill, allowing the Department 
of  Homeland Security (DHS) 
to increase the number of  im-
ported foreign workers to roughly 
100,000, so it’s possible some com-

panies could reapply.
Meanwhile, according to the 

NewsMax, President Trump won 
approval to hire 64 foreign work-
ers through the federal govern-
ment’s H-2B visa program for his 
Mar-a-Lago Club in Palm Beach, 
Fla. He hired 69 workers through 
the same program last year.

...H-B2 VISA continued from page 8
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•See LETTERS page 16

...LETTERS continued from page 2

To get the savings, tell us where you saw this ad.

Start the Spring out right with a 
package of 3 massages for $255! 

(Regularly $285). 

Upstairs and Across the Walkway at 
“Falls on Main” Highlands

Open at 9a Tues.-Sat. • 828-526-3939

•catspeak•
Princess Puddin’

Princess Puddin’

Lil’ Miss Mess With

Is that any 
name for a 
Princess?  I 

realize that Dad 
has nicknames 
for the Royal 
Pooch, and 
sometimes Lord 
Banjo refers to 
me as Jelly Belly 
… but Lil’ Miss 
Mess With?  Dad 
says this moniker stems from my 
habit of, well, “messing with” 
things. I say I’m tidying up. In 
fact, I may be the Marie Kondo 
of  cats.  She believes in the “mag-
ic of  tidying up,” and I practice 
the “magic of  messing with.”

I see it as my mission to re-
move unnecessary items from 
tabletops. One of  my favorite 
positions for doing this is hang-
ing over the arm of  Dad’s reclin-
er and extending my pretty white 
paw towards his end table. From 
there, I can swipe coasters into 
the basket next to the chair.  I can 
also knock the remote controls, 
envelopes, pens, and pencils into 
the basket. Honestly, if  I didn’t 
periodically clear off  his table, it 
would be piled to the ceiling with 
“stuff.”

Mum’s downfall is her desk. 
It’s seriously cluttered. Just imag-
ine this: the keyboard on a shelf  
beneath the desktop; above it on 
the desk and to the left are note-
pads, a calculator, and a laptop; 
stacks of  books and more paper 
are piled to the right; two pencil 
holders, a tape dispenser, sticky 
notepads, and paperweights lie 
beyond the desk calendar around 
the big monitor.  And, that’s not 
all.  There are scraps of  paper 
tucked all around with notes on 
them, a dish for my treats, a glass 
of  water, a box of  Kleenex, a 
lamp, a photo of  one of  her pre-
vious cats … get the picture?   It’s 
a mess and needs “messing with.”

I’m partial to the left side of  
the desk and like to knock off  the 
notepads, any loose pens or pen-
cils, occasionally the calculator, 
and who knows what else.  Some-
times I do all this while Mum is 

sitting there; 
other times I 
do it at night so 
she can see my 
handiwork in the 
morning. The 
right side is best 
for perching on 
top of  books but 
I don’t “mess” 
with them. 

Nibbling the 
corners of  papers is another of  
my favorite pastimes, and Mum 
thoughtfully keeps loose papers 
lying between the laptop and the 
monitor, so I have corners avail-
able. She claims the papers are 
there so she can easily put her 
hands on them, not for my chew-
ing pleasure.  Mostly I stretch out 
on top of  the papers, but every 
once in a while, the chewing urge 
strikes. The sure sign I’ve been 
hard at work nibbling is the con-
fetti scattered beneath the desk. 

Now, I don’t often get to the 
bulletin board, but it too needs ti-
dying up.  I jump to the credenza 
and then to the top of  the printer, 
and I stand up to reach the board. 
I knock the whiteboard markers 
and erasers to the floor and pull 
down the push-pinned notes. If  I 
can’t pull the note all the way off, 
I nibble the corners instead. Can 
you tell I have a thing about cor-
ners?

I wonder whether Marie 
Kondo’s book, “The Life-Chang-
ing Magic of  Tidying Up,” has a 
section on decluttering bulletin 
boards or whether she appreciates 
the art of  corner chewing.  Since 
Mum bought the book years ago 
and didn’t follow the directions 
for “tidying up,” I guess she’ll 
have to rely on Lil’ Miss Mess 
With to keep things straight.

• Princess Puddin’ Penn resides 
in Georgia with her dad, her mom 
Kathy Manos Penn, and her canine 
brother Lord Banjo. Please send com-
ments, compliments, and questions to 
inkpenn119@gmail.com. She appears 
in “Lord Banjo the Royal Pooch,” a 
book that can be found on Amazon, at 
Books Unlimited in Franklin, and at 
Mountain Paws.

 The foundation grants funds directly to our public school teachers, whom we believe know what works 
best to educate their students. Year after year, businesses in and around Macon County generously donate 
goods and services to raise funds for these requests. 

In 2018, a total of  $10,108 was granted by MCAF for 37 classroom projects and field trip experiences. 
Some notable requests include the following: $400 towards student admission fees to Mt. Vernon Museum as 
part of  a Highlands class field trip to Washington, D.C.; $363 towards new science lab equipment at Macon 
Middle School; and $261 towards the purchase of  a butterfly observation kit for South Macon Elementary 
science classes.

On behalf  of  all public school teachers and students in Macon County, thank you for your continued sup-
port over the years, and we hope to see you on April 6th!

Brian Aulisio, MCAF President  
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Storefront • Plate Glass • Mirrors
Custom Shower Doors • Insulated Glass 
Custom Mirrors • Tabletops • Sun Rooms  

Replacement of Fogged Glass 
Insulated Units

(828) 349-0088
www.glassshoppe.com

David Lewis, owner
3145 Old Murphy Road

Franklin, NC

April Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8a to 5p
(Across from the Post Office)

135 Franklin Road
828-526-3956

2019 - Spring Home Improvement

HIGH PRESSURE WASHING IS OUT! 
LOW PRESSURE SOFT WASH IS IN! 

Did you know there's a safe alternative from the 
traditional high pressure washing? 

Which many times causes extreme damage and 
destruction to a home. 

Did you know a homeowner's policy could be cancelled? 
Due to deferred maintenance of their roof? 

Did you know there is a solution to remove the algae, 
moss, lichens and mildew growing on a 

roof and/or siding? 

Is your home on the market or soon to be? 
Increasing your curb appeal is the single most important step in 

listing a home. It's truly the buyer's first impression. 

We specialize in removing all the dirt, grime, mildew and mold, 
giving your home a welcoming fresh, clean look. 

PATRIOT 
ROOF CLEANING & RESTORATION 
offers a proprietary low pressure soft wash system that safely cleans 
Cedar, Asphalt, Metal, Slate roofs, most exterior siding, exterior decks, 

interior decks, retaining walls, rock walkways, and driveways. 

------------ * ------------

GIVE US A CALL! 828-200-2437
We'll help bring your home back to life! 

511726 

Spring 
Flooring 

Sale!

Tastinger’s 
Floor Covering

“The ONE store ... 
for your perfect floor”

276 W. Palmer St.|Franklin, NC. 
828-524-8641

Save BIG 
•Carpets 

•Vinyl Plank & Tile 
(The hottest trend in flooring today!)
•Hardwood Floors 

•Ceramic Tile 
•Area Rugs 

Professional Installation
  Free Estimates • Free Shop at Home!

Upgrading your floors? Five popular flooring choices
By Teresa Mears 

When it comes time 
to renovate your home, 

one of  the biggest decisions 
you’ll have to make is what 
type of  flooring to use.

And for most home-
owners it’s not an easy deci-
sion.

You need to consider 
not just looks, but also 
practicality. How will the 

floor feel on your feet, and 
how will you clean it? Will 
it stand up to pets, kids 
and spilled red wine? And 
what’s your budget anyway?

“It’s kind of  a balanc-
ing act,” says Olga Adler, an 
interior designer who oper-
ates Olga Adler Interiors in 
Westport, Connecticut, and 
Delray Beach, Florida. Tile, 
for example, is practical and 
durable, but “it’s not very 
comfortable to walk on,” 
she says, and it can be cold.

Hardwood flooring 
is very popular now, but 
it can be damaged by too 
much moisture and eas-
ily scratched by pets’ nails. 
Engineered hardwood pro-
vides a similar look at a 
lower cost but can’t be re-
finished as often.

Carpet and laminate 
are another less expensive 
option.

 “A lot has to do with 
the climate,” says Frederick 
Wilson, partner at Morgan-

te-Wilson Architects in sub-
urban Chicago. Tile, since 
it’s cold, is popular in warm 
climates such as Florida, 
Texas and Arizona. Carpet, 
which is warmer and softer, 
is often favored for bed-
rooms in colder climates.

A popular design trend 
is to use the same floor-
ing throughout the entire 
house, or at least through-
out the public areas. That 
makes the rooms look 
bigger and provides a uni-
fied look. But you wouldn’t 
want to use hardwood or 
carpet in a bathroom or 
mudroom, where tile, vinyl 
or linoleum would be a bet-
ter choice.

You also need to con-
sider comfort. Carpet, 
laminate and cork are more 
comfortable to stand on 
than tile, for example, and 
they’re also more comfort-
able to fall on – a potential 
concern for elderly people 
or families with toddlers. 
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IANBERRY 
INSURAN CE 

'I. 1 _:, 

141 Main Street, 
Highlands 

828-526-8939

. \$7SrANBERRY-INS.COM 

Trusted Protection from Unpredictable Threats. 
Power outages can occur anywhere and at any time. With intense weather and acts of cyberterrorism constantly threatening a deteriorating and overloaded infrastructure, our 
nation’s power grid is more susceptible to frequent and prolonged power outages than ever before. Generac works hard every day to design and manufacture affordable 
home standby generators that provide power to your home until utility service is restored.

Call today for a FREE in-home assessment. Allan Dearth and Sons

11259 Buck Creek Road, Highlands, NC 28741

Sales (828) 526-9325 
Service (828) 526-9325 
Website adsemergencypower.com

507901

AUTOMATIC STANDBY GENERATORS

Your One-Stop Garden Shop!

2460 Cashiers Road • Highlands • 828-526-2395
highlandslawnandgarden.com

New Stock Arriving Weekly
Select Pottery 50% - 70% off

Trees • Shrubs • New Perennials
Mulch • Pine Straw • Evergreens

Open 
Mon.-Sat. • 8a to 5p

2019 - Spring Home Improvement
Hardwood falls in the mid-
dle on the comfort scale.

Tile will last forever 
under normal conditions, 
but carpet and laminate 
may need replacement in 
10 years or less. Hardwood, 
properly maintained, can 
last for decades, but it may 
require more maintenance 
than other flooring op-
tions.

While most people 
choose hardwood, engi-
neered hardwood, carpet, 
tile or laminate flooring for 
their homes, some home-
owners opt for bamboo, li-
noleum, vinyl or concrete.

Hardwood
Pros: Hardwood is 

durable and attractive. 
If  it’s scratched it can be 
re-sanded and refinished 
many times. It will last the 
lifetime of  the house if  it 
doesn’t get too wet.

Cons: Hardwood re-
quires regular maintenance 
and can warp with mois-
ture. It needs to be refin-
ished periodically. It also 
needs a subfloor installed.
Engineered Hardwood

Pros: Less expensive 
than hardwood, engineered 
hardwood comes prefin-
ished and is easier to install. 
It works better with heated 
floors and is less suscep-
tible to moisture damage. 
Doesn’t require a subfloor.

Cons: Can only be re-
finished a few times.

Carpet
Pros: Softer and 

warmer to walk on than 
most other materials. It’s 
often less expensive than 
other flooring.

Cons: Can be easily 
stained by spills and wears 
out more quickly than other 

• See FLOORS page 16
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NOTE
• Sign up now for summer camps at 

the Highlands Nature Center. Call 828-
526-2602 or go online at highlandsbio-
logical.org. Scholarships available.

• Sign up for the Highlands Histori-
cal Society’s free Kelsey Kids summer 
day camp for children ages 8-11 set for 
Mon. - Fri., June 24-28. www.highlandsh-
istory.com.

• Now taking teams for Spring 
League Softball through Friday, April 
19th. If you are interested contact Les-
ter Norris at 828-526-3556 or email at 
lester.norris@highlandsnc.org . Ongoing

• Movies at the Playhouse – NEW 
SCHEDULE – Fri. & Sat. 1, 4, and 7 p.m.; 
Sunday 1 and 4 p.m; NO MOVIES MON-
DAY; Tues., Wed., and Thurs. 1, 4, 7 p.m. 
Tickets are $10 / $2 off on Tuesdays.

• The Bascom is open Friday - Mon-
day 10am -5pm (Sundays 12pm - 5pm). 
The Bascom galleries and shops will be 
closed Tuesdays - Thursdays. Admin of-
fices and The Dave Drake Studio Barn 
are open normal business hours. Visitors 
are welcome to enjoy the newly updated 
Story Walk Trail throughout the week.

Monday - Saturday 
• At the Bascom, 10am - 5pm, Sun-

day 12pm - 5pm: Open Studio in The 
Dave Drake Studio Barn. For more in-
formation call 828-526-4949. 

• At the Bascom, Art By Appoint-
ment private ceramic classes in The 
Dave Drake Studio Barn. For more in-
formation call 828-526-4949.

Monday - Friday 

a.m. 
3rd Thursdays
• Kidney Smart Classes in Franklin: 

from 4:30-6pm, Angel Medical Center, 
Video Conference Room, 3rd Floor, 120 
Riverview St. Contact Majestic 828-369-
9474

Fourth Thursday
• At the Hudson Library, Kids Zone 

LEGO Club. Intended primarily for kids 
in grades 1-5, LEGO Club allows creativ-
ity and STEM skills to develop together 
as kids enjoy making LEGO creations. 

First Fridays
• The Bascom at Sotheby’s series 

features different artists each month 
with a reception the first Friday of every 
month at Highlands Sotheby’s Interna-
tional Realty from 4-5:30p at the corner 
of Main Street and Highway 64 across 
from The Old Edwards Inn. The public 
is invited to come meet the artist, view 
the exhibit and have some wine.

• At the Rec Park Pool. Movie Float-
in Night - all ages First Friday night of 
every month. Pool opens at 6:30p and 
movie starts at 7 p.m. Call for movie ti-
tle and prices. For any other information 
call 828-526-1595.

Fourth Friday
• Community Coffee with Mayor 

Pat Taylor at the Hudson Library in the 
Meeting Room from 11a until noon. 

Friday - Monday 
• At the Bascom, 10am - 5pm (Sun-

days 12pm - 5pm): Free Admission to 
exhibition spaces and SmArt Space for 
children. For more information call 828-
526-4949.

Saturdays
• At The Bascom, Pottery Sale in the 

barn from 10a to 5p.
• The Bascom Knitters on the Ter-

race at The Bascom from 10 am until 
noon or downstairs in The Bascom Li-
brary room.

Sundays
• Live Music in OEI’s Hummingbird 

Lounge 8 p.m. to close with Paul Jones.
Fri., April 5
• The Highlands Performing Arts 

Center and The Bascom, Center for the 
Visual Arts present Great Art on Screen 
featuring Caravaggio on Friday, April 5 at 
5:30pm at the Performing Arts Center. 
Join your friends for an optional Dinner 
Discussion at 4118 Kitchen & Bar after-
wards. Please call 4118 for reservations 
and please mention Great Art on Screen: 
828.526.5002. Tickets ($16) are available 

• At the Bascom, You Too Can Raku 
by appointment class in The Dave Drake 
Studio Barn. For more information call 
828-526-4949.

First Mondays
• Shortoff Baptist Church non-de-

nominational Men’s Mtg at 7p.
Mondays
• At the Bascom, 10am - 1pm: Studio 

Alive drawing group, For more informa-
tion call 828-526-4949.

• At the Rec Park, Dance2Fit classes 
with Tori Schmitt at 5:30pm.

Mon. & Thurs.
• The Joy Program at HUMC 11:30a 

to 1:30p. Includes a free lunch and a va-
riety of programs and games. All seniors 
are welcome. For more info, call Tricia 
Smith at 828-338-8167. 

Mon.-Wed.
• Hip Hop classes with Tori Schmitt 

5:30-6:30. 
Mon., Wed., Fri.
• Heart Healthy Exercise Class 

Monday, Wednesday and Friday 8:30am-
9:30am. 

• Step Aerobics with Tina Rogers 
8-9a.

• Gentle Yoga at the Rec park at 
9:15-10:30 a.m.. All levels welcome. 

Mon., Wed., Thurs.
• Pickle Ball at the Recreation De-

partment Gym 10:30am -1pm
Tuesdays
• FREE Community Table Dinner at 

the Community Bldg. at 6p. 
• At the Bascom, 3pm - 5pm: Writ-

ers group. For more information call 828-

526-4949.
• The Humanist Discussion Group 

meets from 10:30-11:30 am in the Meet-
ing Room at the back of the Hudson Li-
brary. 

2nd and 4th Tuesdays
• OccupyWNC meets at the 7pm in 

the Sneak E. Squirrel Community Room 
(1314 Main St., Sylva. Visit www.occupy-
wnc.org or call 828.331.1524

Third Tuesday
• The Macon County Poultry club 

meets to discuss topics related to raising 
backyard chickens. For more information 
please call 828-349-2046 or 828-369-
3916.

• Highlands Area Indivisible Group 
meets at 5 pm in the Meeting Room at 
the back of the Hudson Library.

Tuesday and Thursdays
• At the Rec Park, Dance2Fit with 

Tori Schmitt at 7:30am.
• Exercise Class with Michelle Lane 

at 5:30. A combination class with many 
different styles of exercise at Rec Park.

Wednesdays
• Power Flow Yoga with Nalicia Allio 

a certified Yoga Instructor 12-1pm and 
6:30-7:30pm. 

First Wednesdays
• Family Movies at the Hudson Li-

brary at 3:30pm. Call 828-526-3031 for 
titles.

3rd Wednesdays
• Recently released movies at Hud-

son Library at 2pm. Call 828-526-3031 
for titles.

Wed. & Fri.
• Duplicate Bridge 12-4pm at Rec 

Park.
 Thursdays
• Storytime at Hudson Library, 10:40 

am. Open to the public
• Kids Zone at Hudson Library, 3:30- 

5 pm. A different STEAM Program each 
week, with LEGO Club on the 4th Thurs-
day. 

• NAMI Support Group for individu-
als dealing with mental illness and the 
family members of individuals dealing with 
these challenges from 7 – 8:15pm at First 
United Methodist Church Out Reach 
Center on West Main Street in Franklin 
Call Donita for more info (828) 526-9510.

• Hip Hop classes with Tori Schmitt 
at 6:30-7:30 at the Rec Park.

2nd Thursdays
• Sapphire Valley Needlepoint Guild 

meets at the Highlands Rec Park at 10 

The Highlands Performing Arts Center and The Bascom, Center for the Visual 
Arts present Great Art on Screen featuring Caravaggio on Friday, April 5 at 5:30pm 
at the Performing Arts Center. 

Take an immersive journey through the life, works and struggles of  the Ital-
ian master Michelangelo Merisi di Caravaggio. Roberto Longhi, a Caravaggio expert, 
explores in the artist’s masterpieces the echo of  personal experiences and the expres-
sion of  the human state, both physical and emotional. 

These evocative moments – thanks to the use of  light and cinematic techniques 
– allow viewers to go deep inside the mind and soul of  Caravaggio, empathizing with 
his impulses and fears. 

Join your friends for an optional Dinner Discussion at 4118 Kitchen & Bar af-
terwards. Please call 4118 for reservations and please mention Great Art on Screen: 
828.526.5002. Tickets ($16) are available online: www.highlandspac.org or at the 
door. Highlands Performing Arts Center, 507 Chestnut Street, Highlands NC

Explore the inner workings of master 
Michelangelo at PAC/Bascom 
collaboration Friday, April 5
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online: www.highlandspac.org or at the 
door. Highlands Performing Arts Center, 
507 Chestnut Street, Highlands NC

• At the Rec Park, Float-in Movie 
Night at 7 p.m. 

• The High Mountain Squares will 
host their “Traveling Through the USA 
Dance,” Friday night at the First Pres-
byterian Church, East Church St, High-
lands NC from 6:15-8:45 p.m. It will be 
in Coleman Hall. Mr Stan Russell from 
Greer, SC will be the caller. We dance 
Western Style Square Dancing, main/
stream and plus levels. Everyone is wel-
come.For information call:  828-787-
2324, 828-332-0001, 706-746-5426 or 
check us out on Facebook.

Sat., April 6
• Academic Auction, this Saturday 

at Cartoogechaye Elementary School. 
Don’t miss it! For more information, 
please contact Brian Aulisio at brian.au-
lisio@macon.k12.nc.us

Sun., April 7
• The Nantahala Hiking Club will 

take a moderate 3.5-mile hike, eleva-
tion change 800 ft., to Tellico Valley via a 
trail on land acquired by the Mainspring 
Conservation Trust. Meet at Westgate 
Plaza in Franklin at 2 pm, drive 38 miles 
round trip. Call leader Jean Hunnicutt, 
534-5234, for reservations. Visitors wel-
come.

Sat., April 13
• The April 2019 meeting of the 

Western North Carolina Woodturners 
Club Inc. will be on Saturday starting at 
10 a.m. at the Bascom in Highlands, NC. 
The Bascom is located at 323 Franklin 
Rd, Highlands, NC, Just north of Down-
town Highlands, NC (heading toward 
Franklin). Drive across the covered 
bridge into the parking lot, and come 
into the main entrance near the covered 
patio. There will be directions on how to 
get to the wood turning studio. Visitors 
are always welcome. The club meets in 
Highlands the second Saturday of every 
month between March and November. 
This months presenter will be John Van 
Camp from the Brasstown Woodturn-
ers Guild.

• The Nantahala Hiking Club will 
take a moderate 5.5-mile hike, eleva-
tion change 600 ft., Rock Gap to Glass-
mine Gap on the Appalachian Trail, hik-
ing south to Glassmine and down Long 
Branch to the Back Country parking 
area, perhaps seeing wildflowers along 

the way. Meet at Westgate Plaza in Frank-
lin at 9 am, drive 40 miles round trip. Call 
leader Gail Lehman, 524-5298 for reser-
vations. Visitors welcome. 

Sun., April 14
• The Nantahala Hiking Club take 

an easy 2-mile walk on the mostly level 
trails in the Highlands Botanical Gardens 
where the rare Oconee Belles may be in 
bloom and as well as other interesting 
plants on a walk around the lake. Meet 
at Bi-Lo in Franklin at 2 pm, drive 35 
miles round trip, or call leader if coming 
from the Highlands or Cashiers area for 
meeting place. Leader is Mary Stone, 369-
7352. Visitors are welcome. 

Fri., April 19
• At the Rec Park, the last Senior 

Lunch of the season at noon.
Sat., April 20 
• The town’s annual Easter Egg Hunt 

will be Saturday at 11am at the Res Dept. 
For ages 0-9 years old.

• The Highlands Chamber of Com-
merce is hosting its annual Plateau Pickup 
on Saturday. Volunteers are needed to 
help clean litter on the highways and roads 
leading to and around Highlands. Cleanup 
supplies and a “thank-you” tee-shirt will 
be provided for all volunteers. The event 
will start and end at Kelsey Hutchinson 
Park. Breakfast will be served at 8:30 
a.m. and the pickup will begin at 9 a.m. 
Following the pickup, volunteers will be 
treated to a cook-out provided by Fress-
er’s Courtyard Café. If you’re interested 
in helping, please contact the Highlands 
Chamber at 828-526-2112 or visitor@
highlandschamber.org<mailto:visitor@
highlandschamber.org>

• Nantahala Hiking Club members 
and others celebrate Easter on the trail 
by bringing hard boiled eggs, fruit and 
goodies to hand out to the hikers on the 
Appalachian Trail. Meet at the Nantaha-
la Clubhouse to pack the items before 
taking them out on the trail. Call Elena 
March, 369-8915, if you’d like to partici-
pate in this enjoyable (and appreciated) 
activity. 

• The Nantahala Hiking Club will take 
a moderate 4.5-mile hike to High Falls 
and Rough Run Falls, elevation change 
600 ft. This hike is about 3 miles north 
of Glenville and takes you into a box 
canyon with vertical walls 200’ high and 
with an awesome view of the magnificent 
falls directly in front of you. This fall is on 
the West Fork of the Tuckaseegee River. 
Rough Run falls is on a side creek coming 

Rachel B Kelley,
ARNP, PMHNP-BC

Nationally Board Certified

Now Accepting New Patients
Please Call 828-526-3241 to 
Schedule Your Appointment

“I am available to take care of 
your mental health needs and 

prescription medications.” 

Psychiatric Mental Health 
and Positive Wellness and
Medication Management

Diagnosing and Treating 
the Following:
• Depression

• Anxiety Disorders
• Bipolar Disorders
• Mood Disorders

• Eating Discorders
• Grief & Loss

• Personality Disorders
• OCD

• Social Phobia
• ADHD/ADD

• Recovery Support
• Insomnia

Rachelbkelleyllc@gmail.com
828-526-3241

209 N. 4th Street
(Corner of N. 4th and Oak streets upstairs 

across from Town Hall. Enter from the rear.)

into the Tuckaseegee. Meet at Cashiers 
Rec Park at 10 am, drive 22 miles round 
trip. Call leaders: Mike and Sue Kettles, 
743-1079, Visitors welcome. 

Fri.-Tues., April 26-30 
• The Rec Park gym will be closed 

for gym floor screening and refinishing.
Fri.-Sun., April 26-28
• PAC Youth Theatre Spring play “ 

Great Scenes from Shakespeare’s Plays 
(with Combat) at the Performing Arts 
Center on Chestnut street at 7 p.m. 
and 3 p.m. on Sunday. For information 
about the play and the PAC Youth The-
ater Program, call Ms. Greenlee-Potts at 
(828) 526-9047 or emailPACYouth.high-
lands@gmail.com.

Sat., April 27
• The Nantahala Hiking Club will 

take a moderate-to-strenuous 8-mile 
hike, elevation change 1300 ft., on a new 
section of the NC Bartram Trail, starting 
from Hickory Knoll Road. Great views 
of Albert Mountain and the Little Ten-
nessee River Valley can be seen hiking 
and returning from to the old bus on 
Double Top. Meet at Westgate Plaza in 
Franklin at 9 am, drive 15 miles round 
trip. Call leaders Bill and Sharon Van 
Horn, 369-1983, for reservations. Able 
visitors welcome.

• The Nantahala Hiking Club will 
take a moderate-to-strenuous 7.5 mile 
hike on the Sweat Heifer/Kephart Prong 
in Smoky Mtns. Nat’l. Park,s starting at 
Newfound Gap on the Appalachian Trail 
and descending on Sweat Heifer trail 
to return. Meet at Oconaluftee Visitor 
Center at 9 am, drive 30 miles round 
trip. Call leadee: Keith Patton, 456-8895. 
Hike is limited to 15 people. 

Wed., May 1
Tickets for the 2019 Author’s Tea 

on June 15 will go on sale Wednesday at 
the Highlands United Methodist Church. 
The Tea will feature local author Diane 
McPhail and her new book, “The Abo-
litionist’s Daughter.” The book will be 
available and also on sale May 1. The 
tickets will be $25 and the book will be 
$26. 

Mon., May 6
• At the Rec Park, the Highlands 

School highschool Athletic Banquet at 
6 p.m.

Tues., May 7
At the Rec Park, the Highlands 

School middle school Athletic Banquet 
at 6 p.m. 
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526-5999
Located at 680 N. 4th. St., Highlands

Carrying a wide variety of  
natural products for your  

Mind, Body & Home.
Open Mon.-Sat. 9a to 5:30p

Organic Fresh Juices & Smoothies  
and Salads “On the Go!”
Open Mon.-Sat. 9a to 5p

Owner/Stylist: Lacy Jane Villardo
Stylists: Heahter Escandon

Maggie Barden, Bri Field, Desiray Schmitt 
and Cali Smolarsky

Nail Tech: Jenna Schmitt
Massage Therapist: Brenda Lopez

Hair • Nails • Waxing 
Tanning • Facials

Massages
Eyelash Extensions 

Upstairs and Across the Walkway at 
“Falls on Main” Highlands

Open at 9a Tues.-Sat. • 828-526-3939

...LETTERS continued 
from page 11

Open Everyday!

COREY JAMES GALLERY
& Estate Consignments

(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

Owner/Stylist: Lisa L. Shearon
Stylist: Jane B. Earp
Stylist: Kristi Stockton
Stylist/Nail Tech: Kassie Vinson

Book your 
Appointment 

Today!

Sing a song for sorrow
Sing a song of  grief
Nothing’s left tomorrow
We gave it to the thief.

We gave him all he wanted
He wanted all the trees
Long will we be haunted
We gave them with such ease.

We gave them up in silence
We even turned our eyes
We bargained with his violence
And counted ourselves wise.

With little more to gain here
The thief  will move along
But we who will remain here
Can sing our sorry song.

The thief, in fact, who is he?
The one who cut the trees?
Or we who were too busy 
And willing to appease?

Alice Nelson
Highlands

A Lament

flooring. Can be a problem for people with 
allergies.

Tips: Looped pile is more durable 
than cut pile, Adler says, and a wool or 
wool-blend carpet will last much longer 
than synthetic materials.

Tile
Pros: Extremely durable, will last lon-

ger than the house, easy to clean, comes in a 
huge variety of  styles, sizes and colors. You 
can even buy porcelain tile that looks like 
wood.

Cons: Grout is not easy to clean, sur-

...FLOORS continued from page 13
face is hard to stand on for long periods, 
and anything dropped on tile breaks. Tile 
usually requires expert installation.

Tips: Darker tile shows less dirt, and 
minimizing grout lines cuts maintenance. 

Laminate
Pros: Inexpensive, can be installed 

over existing floors, comes prefinished. It’s 
softer on feet than tile if  it is installed with 
proper backing.

Cons: Can’t be refinished, can be de-
stroyed by flooding or damaged by mois-
ture.

best for their students. Grant monies are 
typically used to augment classroom and 
curriculum experiences.

In 2018, $10,108 was granted by 
MCAF for 37 classroom projects and field 
trip experiences for Macon County students 
and that’s up from the previous school year. 

Some notable requests included $400 
towards student admission fees to Mt. Ver-
non Museum as part of  a Highlands class 
field trip to Washington, D.C.; $363 toward 
new science lab equipment at Macon Mid-
dle School; and $261 toward the purchase 
of  a butterfly observation kit for South Ma-
con Elementary science classes.

The foundation considers grants sub-
mitted by teachers in all 11 schools in the 
Macon County School System. 

During the 2017-’18 school year 
$9,387.56 was allocated to nine schools in 
various amounts depending on the amount 
requested. Some schools didn’t submit 
grants requests.

Cartoogechaye got $199 to spiff  up 
birdfeeders which for the last eight years 
have been erected around the building. The 
entire student body was able to watch birds 
and teachers used those moments for teach-
ing standards related to the K-4 curriculum. 
Approximately 375 students were impacted.

South Macon Elementary received 
$447 to purchase STEM (Science, Technol-
ogy, Engineering and Math) activity bins 
impacting 22 students. The students have a 
block each Monday devoted to the STEM 
bins. 

Also at South Macon Elementary, 102 

students made good use of  the $261 grant-
ed for studying animal, insect and plant life 
cycles in a hands-on environment.

Teachers at Iotla Valley Elementary 
used $354 to impact 65-80 students. They 
used the money to buy trade books associ-
ated with their Rooted in Reading program 
which are aligned with reading, writing, 
grammar and comprehensive lessons. They 
believe online resources are great but that 
hard copy pages of  a book expose students 
to quality literature. 

Monies ($714) last year were also grant-
ed for a county-wide student art exhibition 
at the public libraries. The program was 
aimed at strengthening creative and critical 
thinking skills while engaging in visual art 
strategies and art-making techniques. 

Franklin HS used $315 to impact 25 
students in an Adult Life Preparation Class 
specifically in the restaurant and hospitality 
sector by visiting different kinds of  restau-
rants.

Year after year, businesses in and 
around Macon County donate goods and 
services which are auctioned or raffled off  
to raise funds for the MCAF grant process. 
The more money raised, the better off  the 
students of  Macon County will be.

The 32nd Academic Auction will take 
place at Cartoogechaye Elementary School 
in Franklin on Saturday, April 6th, at 3:30 
p.m.

For more information, email  brian.au-
lisio@macon.k12.nc.us

– Kim Lewicki 

...MCAF continued from page 1

On Saturday, April 20, the Highlands Chamber of  Commerce is hosting its annual Plateau 
Pickup on Saturday. Volunteers are needed to help clean litter on the highways and roads leading to 
and around Highlands. Cleanup supplies and a “thank-you” tee-shirt will be provided for all volun-
teers. The event will start and end at Kelsey Hutchinson Park. Breakfast will be served at 8:30 a.m. 
and the pickup will begin at 9 a.m. Following the pickup, volunteers will be treated to a cook-out 
provided by Fresser’s Courtyard Café. For more information, contact the Highlands Chamber at 
828-526-2112 or visitor@highlandschamber.org<mailto:visitor@highlandschamber.org.

Annual ‘Litter Pick-up’ is Sat. April 20
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OPEN 7 DAYS 
Mon-Thurs: • 11a to 5p • Fri-Sat: 10:30a to 5:30p • Sun: 12-5p

828-482-1609 • 330 Main St. Highlands

Chipotle Pork Street Tacos 

Preparation for Pork: 
• Combine tomato paste, Chipotle Pepper Powder, Mexican Mole Spice Blend, 

and 1 TBS of  Chile Lime Sea Salt.
• Place sliced onion in bottom of  slower cooker with beef  stock.
• Coat pork with tomato mixture and place in slow-cooker on top of  onions.
• Cover and cook on low for 10-12 hours (or high for 7-8 hours)
•Transfer pork, onions and any liquid to a large bowl. Cover with aluminum foil 

and let rest for 15 minutes.
• Shred pork with two large forks and mix to incorporate with onions.

Preparation for Salsa:
• Preheat broiler on highest setting
• Place tomatillos, cut side down, 1/2 intact onion, jalapeno, and garlic on a bak-

ing sheet lined with aluminum foil and place under broiler. Roast until charred, 4-6 
minutes. Remove from broiler and allow to fully cool. 

• Combine charred vegetables with 1/2 cup cilantro, lime zest, lime juice and 1 
tsp of  Chile Lime Sea Salt in a food processor or blender and puree until somewhat 
smooth. Pour into a serving bowl.

Prepare taco: 
• Fill each tortilla with shredded pork. followed by sour cream, salsa, and garnish 

with cilantro. 

Yum!

From The Spice & Tea 
Exchange

• 1 TBS Chipotle Pepper Pow-
der
• 3 TBS Mexican Mole Spice 
Blend
• 1 TBS + 1 tsp Chile Lime Sea 
Salt

From the Grocer:
• 1/2 cup tomato paste
• 1 large white onion, sliced
• 1/2 cup beef  stock
• 4 lbs Boston Butt pork roast 
or shoulder
• 6 tomatillos, husked, rinsed, 
dried and halved
• 1 jalapeno pepper, stemmed 
and halved
• 2 garlic cloves

• 1/2 cup chopped cilantro + extra garnish
• Zest and juice from 1 lime
• Small flour tortillas, warmed
•Sour cream for garnish

Highlands Mayor Taylor speaks at Annual 
Vietnam Veterans Day celebration

Mayor and Vietnam Veteran Patrick Taylor was one of several government officials to speak at the 
large crowd gathered Saturday at the Smoky Mountain Center for the Macon County Vietnam 
Veterans of America (VVA) Chapter 994 annual Vietnam Veterans Day celebration. Mayor Taylor 
spoke of embracing a sense of duty while serving in the military and today as “Mayor on Duty.” 
Taylor stated that the sense of duty veterans adopts as they served in the military stays with them 
as they come home and become great citizens serving their community. Since 2009, the local 
chapter has had an annual event to recognize Vietnam Veterans for their service to our country. 
This year’s event included a special recognition to Macon County’s four prisoners of war Nat 
Henry (in memory) and Keith Hall, Tom Pyle and Dr. Thomas McNish (in honor). McNish was 
also the featured speaker. Following the ceremony at the section of Wayah Road was dedicated 
to McNish.

At Saturday’s Vietnam Veteran’s celebration, a small table was set up in honor of POW/MIA’s. It 
is set for one, one prisoner alone with a white tablecloth symbolizing purity of their intention to 
respond to their country’s call to arms. On the table is a single red rose representing the family 
and friends who keep the faith while awaiting the return of the missing service members and a 
lit candle symbolizing a light of hope that lives in hearts to illuminate the way home for those 
missing. The table includes a bread plate with a slice of lemon representing the bitter fate they 
endured and salt to represent the family tears that were shed. A glass is inverted on the table to 
let us know that they cannot toast with us today. A Bible is also on the table to represent strength 
gained through faith to sustain the loss from our country founded as one nation under God. At 
the table is one empty chair to represent their absence. They are not here, they are not forsaken.
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Proverbs 3:5 • pLaces to Worship •
BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965

Sundays: School:10 a.m., Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting:7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore, Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CHAPEL OF THE SKY
Sky Valley, GA • 706-746-2999 

Sundays: 10 a.m.:Worship 
Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays 
CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-4011 
464 US Hwy 64 east, Cashiers 

9:30a Sunday School; 10:30a Worship Service.  
Mon. 6p Bible Study & Supper in homes

CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY, CASHIERS
Pastor Brent Metcalf • 743-5470

Sun.10:45am, S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
Tues. Guys study 8am, Gals 10am.

CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685

3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC • Sr. Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sun.: 9:30am: Sunday School10:30am: Middle & High School; 

10:45am: Child. Program,10: 45am: Worship Service
Wed.: 5pm Dinner ($7 adult, $2 child), 6pm CBC U.

EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev. W. Bentley Manning • 526-2968

Monday-Friday: Morning Prayer at 8:15a. Sundays: 8 am 
Holy Eucharist Rite I; 9 am Sunday School; 10:30 am Holy 

Eucharist Rite II. Childcare available at 10:30
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS

828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor

220 Main Street, Highlands 
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Prayer Mtg 6:15 pm; 
Choir 5p

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors 

526-3175 • fpchighlands.org
Sun.: Adult Ed.: 9:30a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.

Mondays: Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast 8 a.m. 
Wed.:Choir:6p

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) 

Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS

Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship
242 Hwy 107N, 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers

www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter: 743-9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville, NC • 743-2729 • Pr. Nathan 

Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a, Worship 11a & 7p, Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.

HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Randy Reed, Pastor828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street  

Sundays: Worship:11 
HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Dan Robinson
670 N. 4th Street (next to the Highlands Civic Center)
Sun.: Bible Study 10a; Morning Worship 10:45a., Evening 

Worship, 6p. Wednesday: Prayer Service, 6:30 p.
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Pastor Randy Lucas 526-3376
Sun: School 9:45a.; Worship 9:09,10:50.; Youth 5:30 p.

Wed: Supper: 5:15; youth, & adults activities: 6; Handbell 
rehearsal, 6:15; Choir Rehearsal 7. (nursery provided ); 7pm 

Intercessory Prayer Ministry 
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA

Chaplain Margaret Howell • 2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
LutheranChurchoftheHolyFamily.yolasite.com

Sun: School and Adult discussion group 9:30 a.m.;  
Worship/Communion:10:30 

HEALING SERVICE on the 5th Sunday of the month.
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH

8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
Pastor Zane Talley

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11, Choir:6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.

MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE
at St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin • 828-524-9463

MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 
743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 

Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church,  
4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 

Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS  

CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Father Casmir – 526-2418

Mass: Sun: 11 a.m.; Sat. at 4p
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 

Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD

290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Donald G. Bates • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 a.m. 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:6 p.m. 

COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH OF SKY VALLEY
706.746.3144• 696 Sky Valley Way #447, Pastor Gary Hewins
Worship: Sun. 9 a.m., with Holy Communion the 1st & 3rd 
Sun.; Tues: Community Supper 5:30 followed by Bible Study. 

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 South, Office: 743-2359 • Rev. Rob Wood

June-Sept: Sunday Services: Rite I, 8a, Rite II, 9:15 & 11a
Nursery available for Rite II services

Sept 6-Oct 25-Informal Evening Eucharist-5:30 p.m. 
Thursday: Noon Healing Service with Eucharist.

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 
85 Sierra Drive, Franklin • uufranklin.org  

Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am

John 3:16•spirituaLLy speaking •

Curtis Fussell 
Co-Pastor
First Presbyterian Church

The blooming of  springtime has arrived! What a 
wondrous sight to see the flowering trees and 
daffodils. Even weeds are blooming - just to get 

a head start on making life difficult for us in the garden. 
The world is, as it were, coming to life again. The cold 
of  winter passes away and the warmth of  summer’s life 
rebounds.

As the beauty of  the world comes back in force, 
with green leaves and colors replacing the gray of  win-
ter, it affects us. We feel invigorated. We have dreams 
of  going places for fun. We make plans that will take 
us outdoors. In this season we sense an opportunity for 
renewal.

Easter comes in springtime. If  Easter came at an-
other time of  the year, it would seem out of  place. How 
appropriate that Easter happens at spring time when life 
returns after the cold, dreary days of  winter.

Spring time speaks of  life coming out of  death. Eas-
ter speaks the same words. Still, it’s strange to think that 
to get to this new life at Easter, the new life we proclaim 
with the resurrection of  Jesus, death comes first. How 
strange this truth of  faith: the joy of  Easter, the joy of  
Jesus’ resurrection, can only come because of  the sad 
despair of  Jesus’ death.

It points to a great mystery. In the beauty and joy of  
spring time, we can remember that life has its dark side. 
A shadow side resides in all things. But there resides also 
this: the presence of  God to give us new life.

Even in spring time when all around us life is re-
newed and grows, with all its delights; there are problems 
to deal with. Sorrows we grieve and bear. Difficulties we 
must endure.

Yet, a promise of  new life lifts us up beyond all 
those problems, sorrows, difficulties, and shadows: this 
promise that God is with us to give us new life. We have 
a life to live that is more than just to gravel over prob-
lems, sorrows and difficulties. God creates life and gives 
us life, refreshing us daily; if  only we will take hold of  the 
assurance that God stands with us in all things, leading 
us to new life.

A time 
for 
renewal
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Culinary Stars &
Whispering Angel Dinner

The Farm at Old Edwards
Friday, April 5, 2019 | 6:30 pm

Sarah Steffan 

 The Dogwood 
Blackberry Farm

Whitney Otawka
The Greyfield Inn 

Cumberland Island

Jessica Gamble
KR Steakbar 

Atlanta 

828-787-2635 • 828-787-2620
 OldEdwardsInn.com/RoseWineDinner

Three Favorite 
Southern Female 

Chefs Join 
Executive Chef 

Chris Huerta 

Club living at its best. Lock and leave. Near clubhouse and an incredible 
long distance view. Completely updated. Move in ready. 4 BED. $850,000

Andrea Gabbard
c 828.200.6742  o 828.526.8300
andrea.gabbard@sothbysrealty.com

LIVE PICTURESQUE

Andrea is one of the top 25 
Real Estate Brokers in 2018. 

Highlands Sotheby’s International 
Realty is the top selling firm in 
Highlands  since 2013  as per 

HCMLS Navica.   

cial district and perhaps finding a smaller 
version for residents. 

The toters in the residential district 
would take care of  the bear problem in 
neighborhoods and would also save the 
backs of  sanitation workers who make 
1,250 stops each day they pick up an array 
of  cans.

A uniformed bear-resistant can that 
could be rolled out and picked up by a 
mechanism on the garbage truck could al-
leviate the bear problem and decrease back 
injuries in the sanitation department.

Ordinances and uniformity in garbage 
receptacles is part of  being a BearWise 
community.  Meanwhile, the town’s 40 bear-
proof  cans have been ordered and will be 
installed on sidewalks and in other public 
areas in about five weeks. 

“We are advanced when it comes to 
dealing with bears,” said the mayor, “but 
this has to be a comprehensive effort. We 
can set the standard for other communities. 
But there is no magic bullet. This will cost 
money.”

The Public Works Committee was 
tasked with developing protocols and an 
ordinance to address bear/toter concerns 
in the business district. The residential issue 
will be addressed later. 

A possible increase in the fire tax will 
likely help fund the renovations to the fire 
department building. Highlands has the 
lowest fire tax in the county. Residential 
units in the new building will be included 
for potential full-time, paid firefighters.

Fire Chief  Ryan Gearhart said it’s time 
the town move to full-time, 24-hour cover-
age using full-and part-time personnel as 
well as its volunteers.

“We are behind in staffing compared 
to Franklin and even Cashiers,” he said. “I 
would like six people to cover a 24-hour 

shift.”
Franklin has six full-time and 5-6 part-

time paid employees. 
The department has been putting aside 

money for the past six years with the new 
building in mind. Thursday, the commission-
ers allocated that $80,000 to get the engineer-
ing plans started.

It will cost $2.5-$3 million to build the 
new complex. The town will borrow the 
money and pay it back with the fire tax over 
an extended period of  time.

Gearhart said cancer is a big deal in the 
firefighter world due to the chemicals used 
and breathing in the exhaust from the trucks. 
The new building will be properly vented for 
each bay. 

The possibility of  erecting radar signs 
around town was discussed but didn’t go 
over very well. Various programmable flash-
ing speed limit signs were discussed but no 
one liked the idea of  them being planted 
around town.

“I don’t like them period,” said Com-
missioner Donnie Calloway. 

“I’d be OK with one or two, but don’t 
like the idea of  them being all around town,” 
said Commissioner Brian Stiehler. 

“Talk about intrusive government… 
this is it,” said Commissioner Amy Patterson.

In the end, they agreed to perhaps install 
one or two at highly used and dangerous in-
tersections like Little Bear Pen. The idea was 
sent to the Public Safety Committee. 

Money to fix the underdrain water filter 
at the water plant was allocated – $160,000 
– and then replacing the same part in the sec-
ond filter for $200,000 was considered be-
fore it, too, breaks. It is the filter being used 
while the other is being fixed. And finally, the 
installation of  a third filter at the cost of  $1.5 
million was discussed. 

Public Works Director Lamar Nix also 

laid out his paving plan for Satulah/Worley, 
Cullasaja Drive, Oak Lane and Hickory Hill. 
The total would be about $600,000.

He also explained the costs of  the Split 
Rail Water improvement project – $876,000; 
and electric department capital needs.

MIS/GIS Director Matt Shuler request-
ed $124,000 for various additions including 
a vehicle, a ground penetrating radar system, 
and replacement components in the SCADA 
system at the sewer plant.

The Police Dept. requested a replace-
ment vehicle, cruiser equipment and sound 
meters for $82,000.

The Rec Dept.  wants to replace/resur-
face the tennis courts, purchase two workout 
machines and replace the pool slide for a total 
of  about $150,000.

The only monies allocated Thurs-
day were those to repair the underdrain 
filter at the water plant and to begin the 
engineering plans for the fire department 
building.

Everything else will be the discussed 
during upcoming budget meetings. The 
first one is April 11.

“We have strong reserve funds and 
we have some real needs,” said the mayor. 
“We clearly have some pressing items so 
if  we need to cut into our reserves we will 
do it.”

The town has $4 million in the Gen-
eral Fund Reserve and $4 million in the 
Enterprise Fund Reserve.

– Kim Lewicki

...RETREAT continued from page 9



Whiteside Cove  
Cottages

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

5 new log cabins 
nestled in the hemlocks 
on 25 acres at the base 

of Whiteside 
Mountain.
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Loma Linda
Farm

Dog Boarding • Day Care
Pastoral Park

in Home and Leash Free
Lodging in the lap of luxury

(828) 421-7922
Highlands Nc

lomalindafarm@gmail.com
www.lomalindafarm.com NC License #10978

Larry Houston
Rock Work

Walls • Fireplaces • Patios • Piers 
All Rock Work • Stucco

(828) 526-4138 or (828) 200-3551

JUST TALK TO ME 
I am 73. I am Pain-Free. Are You? 

CBD� HEALS 
�-������

VIVA WELLNESS 
526-1566
FAR INFRARED 8AUNA�eAPSULE 
HYDRO MASSAGE 8PA�C,APSULE 
WHOLE BODY 

VIBRATION 
5 Cottage Row • U.S. 64 East 

110 mins./ $25

• Interior
• Exterior

• Pressure Washing
• Drywall Repair

• Window Cleaning
• Gutter Cleaning

• Deck Repair
riospainting0864@gmail.com 

Find us on FaceBook
Owner Elias Rios

Fully Insured • 706-982-0864

Plateau Cleaning Service

Serving Highlands, Cashiers 
and surrounding areas.

Off i c e,Res id en t ia l ,Ren ta l s

Tanya Sullivan: 803-634-4955 • Will Highnote: 803-341-4512
Email: Tsull512@yahoo.com

Highlands Police entries from March 22. Only 
the names of persons arrested, issued a Class-3 mis-
demeanor or public officials have been used. 

March 22
• At 11:06 a.m., officers responded to a one-vehicle ac-

cident on US 64 near Mirror Lake Road.

• At 1 p.m., officers responded to a two-vehicle accident 
in the Post Office parking lot.

March 23
• At 12:45 p.m., officers were called about person being 

verbally aggressive at Cosper’s Flowers in Highlands Plaza.

 The Highlands Fire & Rescue log from March 24

March 24
• At 6:49 p.m. ,the dept. responded to a medical alarm 

at a residence on Hudson Road.
March 27
• At 12:40 p.m., the dept. responded to a fire alarm at 

a resident on Morewood Circle.
• At 7:55 p.m., the dept. responded to a CO2 alarm at 

a residence on Whiteside Mountain Road.
• At 8:59 p.m., the dept. provided public assistance to a 

resident on Azalea Drive.
• At 9:21 p.m., the dept. responded to a fire alarm at a 

residence on Falls Drive West.
March 28
• At 10:10 a.m., the dept. responded to a fire alarm at 

a residence on Myrtle Speed Road.
March 29
• At 2:41 p.m., the dept. responded to a fire alarm at a 

residence on Bowery Road.
• At 1:47 p.m., the dept. was first-responders to a resi-

dence on Lake Sequoyah and it stood by at the town ball-
field for the MAMA helicopter.

 828-526-0031 • barb@dornbushdesign.com
www.dornbushdesign.com

Ideal for DIYers: Bring in a
“Designer for a Day”

Save money & time & avoid mistakes

•poLice & fire reports•

WOODS
TREE SERVICE
& Outdoor Lighting 

Installation 
828-482-0801

Storm Damage Clean Up
24-hour service

Serving Highlands and Cashiers
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chestnut storage

Look for our sign!
10890 Buck Creek Rd. - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Rd near the hospital 

Storage Units Available
Secure 24 Hour Access

Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms

Call today to find out why we’re
“Highland’s Premier Facility”

828-482-1045

Allan Dearth & Sons
Generator 

Sales & Service, Inc.

828-526-9325
Cell: 828-200-1139

email: allandearth@msn.com

• Residential or  
Commercial 

• Over 40 Years  
Experience 

• Fast and Dependable
• FREE Estimates

• FREE Pick-up and 
Delivery

American 
Upholstery 

Same Phone Numbers:
(864) 638-9661 cell: (864) 710-9106

105 Ashley Drive • Walhalla, SC 29691
(Same Owners: Morris & Rachel Bible)

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing

• House Maintenance
• Drywall Repair

• Deck Repair
Quality Work • Fully Insured

Lupe Gonzales
avpintura@gmail.com

828-332-1539 or 678-873-2927

• Grading
• Excavating
• Driveways
• Build sites

• Hauling
• Septic Systems 

Edwin Wilson
Cell (828) 421-3643 

Office/fax (828) 526-4758
wilsongrading@yahoo.com 

WE HAVE MOVED TO

Sample Books Available

l l l li t 1 l 
HIGHLANDER 1 
ROOFING SERVICES INC 

New & Re-Roofing Applications Including: 
Asphalt • Cedar • Metal & Synthetic Materials 

Showroom Location 
1511 Highlands Rd 
Franklin, NC 28734 

Office (828) 524-7773 
Cell (828) 526-6421 

luke@highlandernc.com 
www.highlandernc.com 

209 N. 4th Street
(Corner of N. 4th and Oak streets 

upstairs across from Town Hall. 

Phone: 828-526-3241
Fax: 828-482-9019
Email: rachelbkelleyllc@gmail.com

Rachel B. Kelley, PMHNP-BC
ARNP - Board Certified
Psychiatric • Mental Health
Medication Management
Positive Wellness

Highlands Automotive

Service
&

Repair

NC
Inspection

Station

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

Ryan M. Bears
Broker

Pat Allen, Broker in Charge

Cell: 803-271-5426
Office: 828-526-8784

Ryan@patallenrealtygroup.com

MORALESPAINTINGANDSERVICES@GMAIL.COM

706.982.9768
828-226.5347

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING • LAWN MAINTENANCE
HOUSE MAINTENANCE • QUALITY WORK

FULLY INSURED

Mendoza Tree Expert
Quality Tree Care & Removal •14+ years

Juventino Mendoza
828-200-9217

Fully Insured 
References Available

estimate@mendozatree.com
www.mendozatree.com

FIREWOOD FOR SALE

We now accept 
al l  credit cards
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HELP WANTED
OLD EDWARDS INN 

& SPA are looking for the fol-
lowing employees: Head chef, 
pastry cook, baker, assistant inn 
manager, bellmen, housekeep-
ing supervisors, spa attendant 
and housekeepers, servers/
bussers and Reservationist 
– F/T. Please apply online at 
www.oldedwardsinn.com or 
call: Pat Turnbull at 828-787-
2697. (3/7) 

POTPOURRI BOU-
TIQUE STORES IN HIGH-
LANDS looking for full time 
and part time sales persons. 
Retail sales experience with 
women’s clothing and acces-
sories preferred, eyewear ex-
perience a plus. Must be able to 
work weekends and holidays, 
except Easter Sunday, Thanks-
giving day and Christmas day. 
Fun, lively, fast paced environ-
ment. Please stop by the store 
for application or email resume 
to potpourrihighlands@yahoo.
com (st. 4/4)

YEAR-ROUND, FULL-
TIME OR PART TIME RE-
TAIL POSITION IS AVAIL-
ABLE at T.J.Bailey’s store in 
Highlands and Cashiers. Call 
8285262262 or email resume 
to store@tjbaileys.com. (4/11)

S A L E S  A S S O C I -
ATE HIGH END RETAIL 
CLOTHING STORE IN 
HIGHLANDS AND CA-
SHIERS, NC.  Full time, part 
time and seasonal. Inquire to 
828-200-0928. (st. 3/38) 

SKYLINE LODGE – 
Hiring Property Maintenance 
workers . Download , Drop by 
or Call 828-526-2121 for an 
application.Background checks 
done. (

KILWINS CHOCO-
LATES, FUDGE & ICE 
CREAM is looking for part-
time team members! In short, 
your job is to help our guests 
in any way you can and to have 
fun at work. Flexible schedule. 
Email ashley@kilwins.com 
(4/18)

A L L I S O N  D I A N E 
CLOTHING – looking for 

A partime sales associate. Call 
828-526-5404 or come by 
Bryson’s Corner at Main and 
4th streets. (st. 3/21) 

HIGHLANDS COUN-
TRY CLUB is looking for 
energetic team players to fill 
positions on the Greenkeeping 
staff and Driving Range Staff. 
If you want to join a fun team 
with good pay and benefits, this 
is for you! Call Brian at (828) 
787-2778. (3/28)

THE UGLY DOG PUB 
wants you to be a part of our 
team. We need managers, full-
time servers, bartenders, and 
support staff with a positive 
attitude, ability to multitask, and 
a willingness to work as a team. 
Experience preferred but not 
required. Working nights and 
weekends is required. 828-526-
8364 theuglydogstaff@gmail.
com. (st. 3/21)

WOLFGANG’S RES-
TAURANT is looking for 
experienced waitstaff, hostesses 
and bussers. Please call Jacque at 
526-3807. (st. 2/14) 

HELP WANTED UP-
SCALE WOMENS BOU-
TIQUE – Fun, friendly and 
fast paced environment. Retail 
experience preferred. Part or 
full time needed. Saturdays are 
a requirement. Please call 828-
371-2582. (st. 2/7) 

MOUNTAIN FRESH 
GROCERY has full- and part-
time positions available. Com-
petitive wages for all positions, 
18+ only. Apply in person at 521 
East Main Street in Highlands or 
call 828-526-2400.

• Food Server, Cashier, and 
Barista (includes tips)

• Dishwasher
• Pizza
• Bakery
• Grill line
P/T CLEANER NEED 

TO CLEAN A OFFICE 
BUILDING IN CASHIERS 
daytime position pays 16.00 
An hour,must pass background 
check and D/S contact Bob at 
RNLUNDYGVPM@GMAIL.
COM (st. 11/15)

•cLassifieDs•
H O U S E K E E P I N G 
P RO F E S S I O N A L S  a t 
Highlands-Cashiers Hospital. 
Generous shift differentials, 
paid time off, health insurance, 
and retirement benefits for 
full time roles. Apply today: 
missionhealth.org/careers. (st. 
9/13)

ITEMS FOR SALE

N A P I E R  F U L L - S I Z E 
CREW CAB PICKUP 
TRUCK TENT.  Fits bed 5.5’-
5 8’. Never used. Still in original 
box. Bought for $150. Asking 
$125. Call 828-200-1371

SUBZERO BAR RE-
FRIGERATOR with icemaker, 
wood front. $250. Call 526-
4306. (st. 4/4)

SERVICES 
MURPHY’S PAINTING 

CO. Interior & Exterior Paint-
ing, Sheetrock Repair, Wall-
paper Removal, Log Homes, 
Decks. Insured. Free Estimates. 
828-524-1391 or 828-332-
0525. 

HIGHLANDS HANDI-
MAN – Can fix anything inside 
or out. Carpentry, painting, 
pressure washing, lawn care, 
hauling. and will monitor house 
during winter. Free Estimates. 
References. Call Tony. 828-200-
5770 or 828-482-0159. (9/20)

H I G H  C O U N T RY 
PHOTO/KEVIN VINSON: 
scanning photos, slides & nega-
tives to CD or DVD for easier 
viewing. Video transfer to DVD. 
Everything done in house. Leave 
message at 828-526-5208. (st. 
11/22)

W N C  P RO P E RT Y 
MAINTENANCE LLC. 
828-347-1822 – Year-round 
property maintenance and 
monitoring for vacation homes/
rentals/residential; pressure 
washing-deck repairs-carpen-
try-small plumbing & electrical 
repairs/painting/etc.; lawn care 

& mowing; by the job or yearly 
contract; call for FREE esti-
mate; Insured.

GUTTER CLEANING, 
METAL FABRICATON roof 
repairs, debris removal. Call 
371-1103. (st. 4/26)

REAL ESTATE FOR 
SALE

ROOMY ONE LEVEL 3 
BR/2 1/2 BA - light and bright 
Mirror Lake Highlands-In-Town 
Ranch style with basement 
storage; Double .6 Acre lot for 
privacy and stunning Mountain 
views; Renovated and updated; 
Oversized 2 Car Garage with 
paved access Large screened-in 
Porch with grilling deck; Gas 
Fireplace in LR; Bamboo hard-
wood floors and pine wood 
vaulted ceilings throughout; 
Cambria countertops; lots 
of storage; Cullasaja Gorge 
waterfall sounds; Photos and 
Flyer available; call/text 904 
868-2486. View by appointment 
only $495,000 (4/4) 

S P E C T A C U L A R 
MOUNTAIN VIEWS. Ranch 
2 bed/2bath and workshop. 1.3 
acres. Tessentee Road, Otto. 
$229,000. 828-349-6145. (4/11)

FLAT MOUNTAIN/ 
BRUSH CREEEK ACRE-
AGE FOR SALE BY OWN-
ER. 13.2 total acres, old moun-
tain homestead. Beautiful views, 
several great building sites, old 
livable farm house, small studio 
size cabin, rental income pos-
sible, some pasture and some 
woods, partial fenced, well 
water, three different roads 
to enter property, sub-divid-
able, amazing potential on this 
tract of land. Please call 706-
400-2596 or email vhcham-
bers60@yahoo.comfor more 
info. $800,000 OBO (12/20)

3.20 ACRES UNRE-
STRICTED. Power under-
ground, borders National for-
est, 190 degree view. 10 min 
to Main Street. 3 septic fields, 
1 well 7 g p.m. 2 house foun-
dations established and ap-
proved by county inspectors. 
2Bed/2Bath Clayton home 
livable while building. Spring 

rights and more land available. 
For beautiful sunsets contact 
gracefamilia@yahoo.com. (st. 
9/21)

1 .21  ACRES FOR 
SALE BY OWNER - 
OTTO, NC - $28,000. Lot 
12 Quail Haven Road. Otto, 
NC. Price not firm...open for 
negotiation. Please email if in-
terested to ddmarsh15@aol.
com or call/text to 239-980-
0531. Please leave a message. 
(st. 7/20) 

C O M M E R C I A L 
SPACE RENTALS

LOCATION IS EV-
ERYTHING! Prime retail 
space available on Main Street 
in Highlands: 3,000 prime 
retail space available for rent 
starting March 1, 2019 Con-
tact Jody or Wood Lovell. 
Highlands Sotheby’s Interna-
tional Realty. 828.526.4104. 
(st. 1/10) 

SOUTHERN BELLS 
RESTAURANT on Cashiers 
Road for lease. Experienced 
restaurateurs only. Call 706-
782-6252. (st. 5/3)

FALLS ON MAIN -– 
Up and Down units available. 
Call 706-782-6252. (st. 5/3). 

RESIDENTIAL RENT-
ALS

3 BED, 2 BATH LOG 
HOME – five minutes from 
downtown Highlands on 
private road. Wood burning 
stove, well insulated, propane 
heat, air conditioned, de-
tached carport, no pets. $1400 
monthly. Call House in Order: 
828-484-1571. (st. 3/28) 

NEED HOUSING 
FOR YOUR 6-MONTHS 
EMPLOYEES? 3/3 older 
furnished home, walk to town. 
Details 828-526-5558. (st. 
3/21)

L A R G E  M A I N 
STREET APARTMENT 
– 3BR / 2BA, furnished or 
unfurnished, washer/dryer, 
1-year lease, available April 1, 
no smoking, $1,600/mo, email 
glenn@atlantel.net (st. 3/14)
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Main Street Inn & Bistro 
828-526-2590 • mainstreet-inn.com

“Ace is the Place.”

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

3

www.highlandsiscalling.com
828-526-3717 

11

Country Club Properties
“Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals.”
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2 “Highlands is calling  
and I must go.”

Pam Nellis 
BROKER 

828-787-1895
pamela.nellis@yahoo.com 

� 
LANDMARK 
REAL ESTATE SALES 8: VACATION RENTALS 

A�u.o:-,n, 

www.LandmarkRG.com I 828-526-4663 I 225 Main St.

6

Suzanne McDavid
Broker

cell: (678) 276-6133 • Off: (828) 526-8300

401 N 5th St., Highlands

SILVER EAGLE 

349 Main Street, Highlands, NC
828.526.5190 silvereaglegallery.com

Native American Jewelry
  Crystal & Gem Gallery

The Log Cabin
Casual Dining in 1924 Joe Webb log cabin

Nightly at 5 p.m. • 828-526-5777

33
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Mitzi Rauers, Broker 
404-218-9123 

mitzi@meadowsmtnrealty.com
meadowsmountainrealty.com

13

K-H Park

Martin-Lipscomb 
Performing Arts Center 

(PAC)

5

 “Let me introduce you to our charming  
corner of the world.”

114 N. 4th Street • Highlands, NC

sheryl.wilson@sothebysrealty.com • highlandssir.com
office: 828.526.8300 • cell: 828.337.0706

Sheryl Wilson

Top 25
Broker
2018 HCBOR

Sotheby’s
is the top

firm in
Highlands 
since 2013 

Andrea Gabbard

c 828.200.6742

o 828.526.8300

andrea.gabbard
@sothbysrealty.com

474 Main Street 
828.526.3807 
wolfgangs.net

Celebrating 25 Years!

Open Wed. - Sat.
Bistro Opens at 4pm 

Dining Room at 5:30pm

Now Open! 
Come Join Us!



www.firemt.com • (800) 775-4446

Cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

MCCULLEY’S

“Top of the Hill”

242 S. 4th St.

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

33

828-526-2338

30...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

www.ontheverandah.com

Open Year-Round
343-D Main Street. • 526-4035

Lunch 
11a-4p
Dinner 
5:30p

Closed
Wednesdays

Paoletti

#1 Broker 
Highlands/Cashiers  

2001-2018 per  
Highlands-Cashiers MLS

7

8

9

 5 5

Jody Lovell • 828-526-4104
highlandssothebysrealty.com

www.wildthymegourmet.com

Invest In An Extraordinary Experience
125 South 4th Street, Highlands • (828) 526-8118 • www.WhiteOakRG.com

Susie deVille, Broker Associate
828-371-2079

Bee Gleeson, Broker Associate
404-307-1415

Pat Gleeson, Owner, BIC
828-782-0472

 5

Pat Allen 
Broker-in-charge

Cell: 828-200-9179 
pat@patallenrealtygroup.com 

Office: 828-526-8784
295 Dillard Road

Highlands, NC 28741

 5

Not the Biggest ... Just the Best!

www.patallenrealtygroup.com 

Kurt Barbee
828-545-7272
Ryan Bears

803-271-5426
Christy Harris
404-229-8737 

Rick Harrison
404-906-5113 
Julie Osborn

BROKERS:
828-200-6165

Sherman Pope 
828-342-4277
Cy Timmons 
828-200-9762

Steve Sheppard
404-219-1349
Sheila Welch
828-342-0695

DAV ID 
BOCK 
BUILDERS 

www.BockBuilders.com 828-526-2240 

Top Producers for 14 Years

Thank you 
for a great Season! 

We will re-open 
Thursday, April 11th, 2019

Open in 
April

Tues.-Sat.

6


