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 SUMMER HOUSE
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 By Lee Lyons
The Appalachian Trail (AT) 

is off  my bucket list. Three days 
and two nights showed me I 
don’t need to walk 2,168.1 miles 
all the way to the top of  Mount 
Katahdin in Maine. I suppose it 
was the call of  the wild to get 
back to nature along with the 
adventures of  two friends who 
hiked the whole thing, the movie 
Wild, and my 21- year-old neph-

Our ‘Walk in the Woods’
From left: Lee Lyons, Gay Haylay, Andrew Cannell, Anne Lyons, and Anne 
Brissey, at Springer Mountain.

ew and my aunt who hates for 
me to tell her age. 

My nephew Andrew, my 
aunt Ann and I were sitting in 
my kitchen talking about hiking. 
I wanted to hike the El Camino 
in Spain. It is my understanding 
that you stop in a village every 
night, drink wine, eat bread, and 
sleep in a bed. Now, that is my 
kind of  hiking but my aunt said 

An inpatient hospice facility 
that will serve our western North 
Carolina region becomes closer 
to reality through the generous 
philanthropic support of  patrons 
attending a charity dining event 

Charity dining event at 
Paoletti’s Restaurant raises 

$175,000 for Hospice House

Pictured in front of Paoletti’s Restaurant on Main Street are Hospice House 
Foundation WNC board members, campaign committee members, patrons 
and owners of Paoletti’s Arthur and Meg Paoletti, center. Also pictured are:  
Tania Duncombe, Dr. Ron Fisher, Michele Alderson, Kathy Marchman,  Vijay 
Shastri, Evie Byrnes, Phyllis Racine, and Elise Boren.

hosted by Paoletti’s Restaurant.
Owners Kevin and Ar-

thur Paoletti and Meg Littleton 
Paoletti opened their hearts and 
restaurant, in support of  Hospice 

Last June, Macon County so-
cial worker Marci Holland present-
ed school board members with a 
report that showed that last school 
year, there were 31 cases of  stu-
dents exhibiting suicidal ideations 
within the school district. 

Because of  the alarming num-
bers presented by Holland sur-
rounding suicidal ideations, which 
refers to cases where students 
could be having suicidal thoughts, 
making a plan for suicide, or at-
tempting suicide, Superintendent 
Dr. Chris Baldwin directed dis-
trict social workers Holland and 
Annie Wishon to devise a plan 
to make educational materials 
and helpful resources available to 
both students and families. Hol-
land and Wishon then developed 
the ‘We CARE – which stands for 
C-ompassionate/A-ccepting/R-
espectful/E-nvironment button.

At the September School 

MC Schools 
launches 

‘We CARE’ 
campaign

Entegra (Macon Bank) has 
agreed to donate the amphithe-
ater portion of  its property to 
the town to become permanently 
part of  K-H Founders Park. 

Though the amphitheater 
portion of  the K-H Park is an 

integral part of  the park proper, 
it wasn’t owned by the town – but 
all that has changed.

At the Oct. 15 Town Board 
meeting, representatives from 
Entegra (Macon Bank) will of-
fer the part of  the park on their 

property to the town for free.
“This park is a great asset 

to the community of  Highlands. 
It has been a true community ef-
fort and we are pleased to be part 
of  the project by making a dona-
tion of  property to the park,” said 

Roger Plemens, director, presi-
dent of  Entegra Financial Corp. 
and director, president & CEO of  
Entegra Bank, Inc. “For years, the 
town leased that portion from the 
bank and developed the park with 

Macon Bank to donate park property to town
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Guy Eugene Holland

Ok, the fracking rigs are 
not headed for High-
lands, not just yet. But, 

let me share with you what hap-
pened on the last day of  this 
legislative session. Always watch 
that last day, it can become a full 
agenda of  tricky “hoodo.” Little 
“flea flicka” bills can get through 
scrutiny.

In May of  2014 the NC 
House, and Senate fast tracked 
legislation to permit fracking in North 
Carolina. The governor signed it into law in 
early June of  2014. The rules for fracking 
were to go into effect at the beginning of  
2015. They are now well in place.

When all this fracking legislation took 
place I tried to be objective and balanced 
in approaching the issue. I didn’t ask the 
board to pass a resolution against fracking, 
like many towns did, but rather requested I 
be allowed to send a letter of  concerns to 
the board that was developing the rules and 
procedures for fracking.

I did just that and stressed the need for 
rules that protected critical drinking water 
supplies for counties and towns. I also stat-
ed that local zoning and land use policies 
should be recognized. I pointed out that 
Highlands has an almost fifty year record of  

zoning and land use policies that 
should be honored by the state 
when it came to issuing fracking 
permits.

Since the initial legislation, 
several counties and towns in 
the state have passed ordinances, 
or strengthened existing ones, in 
an effort to manage and control 
fracking in their communities. 
Apparently, “Big Gas” and many 
of  our representatives have not 

been happy with these home rule efforts.
So on the last day of  this session SB 

199 popped up for consideration. Zack Pot-
ter of  the Stanford Herald put it this way, 
“A bill declaring local ordinances regulating 
oil and gas exploration, development and 
production activities invalid, sounded the 
death knell for local governments’ efforts to 
impact hydraulic fracturing after passing by 
a vote of  61-22 in the N.C. House of  Rep-
resentatives Wednesday morning.”

Don’t get me wrong, I am not totally 
against fracking. On the other hand, I am 
troubled by how local government has now 
been completely removed from the decision 
making process.

Maybe voters should ask the 61 legis-
lators voting for the bill a simple question. 
Who are you representing?

So there you have it. If  the fracking rigs 
show up on Cullasaja, or anywhere in Macon 
County, the town nor county can do nothing 
to stop it. Heck, the fracking rigs might just 
show up on hole 13! Well, probably not.

My proposed State of  West Carolina is 
sounding better and better all the time. Let’s 
hear it for home rule, even though the death 
knell has again been sounded by the legisla-
ture operating in Raleigh. 

•thank you•
Highlands has so many interesting activities available to members of  the community.  

Just wanted to say a special “Thank You” to the staff  members at Yoga Highlands who 
volunteered their time (Diane, Ashby, Kristin, and Thomas, as well as guest instructor 
Bobby), for a great summer of  free “Yoga in the Park” at Kelsey Hutchinson Park.  It’s 
opportunities like this to enjoy a healthy community activity in these beautiful surround-
ings which make Highlands special.

John May
Highlands 

The Highlands Historical Society wants to thank the Highlands community and the 
surrounding areas for their amazing support of  the Dazzling Dahlia Festival. A Patron Park, 
chaired by Judy Taylor, kicked off  the festival. It was a smashing hit to a sell-out crowd.

Two days later the Dahlia Flower Show, orchestrated by 70 volunteers, opened at 
the Highlands Rec Park. Close to 400 people came to be wowed by hundreds of  colorful 
dahlias of  all shapes and sizes. We are appreciated all the growers, volunteers, merchants, 
business leaders and benevolent friends who supported the festival. This is the Highlands 
Historical Society’s major fundraiser.

We owe particular gratitude to Joyce Franklin. Five years ago Joyce had the foresight 
to connect the importance of  dahlia growing in our community, its relevance to our history 
and thus to the Highlands Historical Society.

Kitty Moore
Festival Chairman

Sign of the times.           Submitted by Jayne Wode

...DONATE continued from page 1
it an integral part.”

Nick Bazan, president of  the coalition 
now known as the Friends of  Founders 
Park, has long been concerned about that 

portion of  land that isn’t technically legally 
bound to the park.

“We were concerned that with banks 
now downsizing their physical structures, 

Macon Bank might sell that property and 
the next owner might not be as community 
oriented and might want to do something 
else with it which means we would lose the 
amphitheater,” he said.

Bazan said the coalition has been 
working with Macon Bank to bring that 
portion into the park permanently for 
about two years.

“The hold up centered around the 
state’s watershed built-upon requirements. 
If  the property ceased to become part of  
the Macon Bank complex, we didn’t want 
the park to be the reason for any violation 

The latest on fracking
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Stay and Spa 

Enjoy One 50-Minute Spa Treatment Per Person 
and a Complimentary Bottle of Champagne 

Call 828-787-2625 | Or Visit 200Main.com

*Rate varies depending on rooms and dates booked. Does not include tax or gratuity.  
Package available: Sunday - Thursday Nights. Based on Double Occupancy. 

From $420 Per Night for Two People*

A 200 Main Midweek Spa Getaway Package
with The Spa at Old Edwards Inn

• obituaries•
Carole Ann Simmons (nee Kovacs) died peacefully at her Atlanta residence on 

Monday, September 28, 2015. She was preceded in death by her loving husband, Walter 
B. Simmons, and her adoring parents, Andrew and Helen Kovacs of  Newark, New Jersey. 
Carole attended high school and secretarial college in New Jersey before moving to New 
York City where she was employed by Merrill Lynch Investments. Here, Carole met and 
married her husband Walter in 1979. 

Carole and Walter relocated to Atlanta in the early 1980s where Carole spent much 
of  her time volunteering at the Atlanta History Center. She was a longtime donor to the 
arts in both Atlanta and Highlands, NC. Carole loved good food and socializing, enjoyed 
going to the movies and art openings with friends, and had a wonderful smile that could 
light up a room. She will be dearly missed by all of  her friends. 

A funeral mass and reception for family and friends was held at 10:30 am on Friday, 
October 2, at The Cathedral of  Christ the King, 2699 Peachtree Road, Atlanta. Interment 
followed at Arlington Memorial Park, Sandy Springs, GA.

Carole Ann Simmons

Guy Eugene Holland, 81, of  Highlands, died Sunday, October 4, 2015 in Asheville. 
Mr. Holland was born November 29, 1933 in Macon County to the late Harley and Selma 
Estes Holland. Guy was married to the late Louise “Toots” Holland who preceded him 
in in death in 2007. 

He was a builder and owner and operator of  Holland Construction. Guy loved to 
fish, hunt and work in the garden, but most of  all he loved the outdoors. Mr. Holland 
proudly served his country in the U.S. Navy.

Survivors include his daughters, Patricia Watts (Tommy) of  Clayton, GA, and Shelia 
Thompson of  Cookeville, TN; three grandchildren, Chris Ammons (Mandy), Nathan 
Justus (Carrie), and Kevin Watts (Ellie); six great-grandchildren, Dallas Ammons, Alyssa 
Ammons, Bella Ammons, Emmitt Ammons, Gaige Justus, and Samson Watts and two 
brothers, Joe Holland (Dixie) and John Holland(Ruth) both of  Franklin.

A funeral service was held Tuesday, October 6, 2015 at the Bryant-Grant Funeral 
Home Chapel in Franklin with the Rev. Oliver Rice officiating. Burial took place in the 
Highlands Memorial Park. Pallbearers were Gary Ammons, Nathan Justus, Kevin Watts, 
Chris Ammons, Gabe Bolick, and Jimmy Lowe.

Bryant-Grant Funeral Home handled the arrangements. Online condolences may be 
made at bryantgrantfuneralhome.com.

Guy Eugene Holland

Board meeting held in Highlands, IT Direc-
tor Tim Burrell explained the “We CARE” 
portal.

A ‘We CARE’ button, or link, is locat-
ed on the Macon County Schools website 
as well as the webpages for each individual 
schools. 

“Anywhere you see it [the button], you 
can click the button and it will take you to a 
page with resources for students who may 
be in trouble or maybe want to report a sus-
picious act,” said Burrell. “CARE concerns 
is a link that will take you to an anonymous 
reporting page where students can report 
any concerns or whatever they have that’s 
going on in their school.”

The We CARE button provide stu-
dents and parents with information on 
how and where to report concerns about 
school safety via the Student Crime Stop-
pers hotline. The hotline permits a caller to 
report any illegal or suspicious activity on 

at a school campus anonymously. School 
Social Workers will then follow up on any 
concerns and information

The button also connects students and 
their parents with educational resources on 
depression, anxiety, and suicide. Individuals 
will be able to access information on how 
to contact the National Suicide Prevention 
Lifeline, which is able to connect callers 
with a live mental health clinician who can 
help talk through the immediate crisis and 
then link the individual to a provider in the 
area for follow up.

The We CARE addition is just one of  
the changes to the school district’s website. 
Burrell informed members of  the board of  
education that the entire district resource 
was being updated and improved for easier 
use. 

Dr. Baldwin noted that the We CARE 
button is one way the district’s new website 
will act as a resource to the community. 
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• Highlands Area Dining •

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round.
Gourmet Foods, Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Serving Lunch Daily  
11a to 4p

Serving Dinner from 
5:30p 

7 days a week

Lunch weekdays 11a-4p
Dinner: 7 nights a week 5-9p

For reservations call: 526-4429
Main Street • Highlands

Cyprus International 
Cuisine

Open Year Round 6 days/wk

We Cater!
151 Helen’s Barn Ave., Highlands

Asia House
Japanese • Asian• Thai • Hibachi Cuisine

Open Daily • Closed Tuesdays

21st

100% 
Mexican 

Food!

Open Mon.-Sun. • 11a to 10p
526-0608 • 30 Dillard Road • Highlands

Mon, Tues, Thurs. 11a to 10p
Fri., & Sat., 11a to 11p

Sun., noon to 10p
CLOSED WEDNESDAYS

828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900

Lunch Buffet 
Listed in ‘100 Top Chinese Restaurants in USA’

In-town delivery w/$15 order
Highlands Plaza • 526-5525

Golden China

ONLY

BUFFET 

IN TOWN!

LUNCH: 
11-2:30, M-TH $7.95

Friday: Seafood Buffet $8.95

Wine & Beer • No MSG

Open Monday-Saturday
11a to 9:30p

Menu available, too

WWW.PAOLETTIS.COM

‘Our 31st Year’
526 • 4906

DINNER
&

BAR 
FROM 
5:00 

EVERY 
EVENING

Paoletti

at The Main Street Inn
270 Main Street (828) 526-2590

Serving lunch from 11:30 daily. 
Dinner from 5, Sun., Mon., Tues, Fri. & Sat.

Dinner reservations appreciated.
Norma Jean on the guitar in the garden 

Saturday and Sunday

Every 
Wed. and 
Thursday

FREE 
SOUP
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828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah
www.ontheverandah.com

Open for 
Dinner nightly 

at 5:30p.
 Also

Sunday Brunch

US 64 west • Highlands

NOW OPEN 
11am - 9pm 

828-526-5000
595 Franklin Road • Highlands, NC 

Courtyard Cafe & Catering

Fun, Casual Fare
Burgers of all kinds • Salads • Wraps

Smoothies • Hot & Cold Soups 
Desserts

Open 6 days a week

828-526-4188 • 470 Oak Street

Wine & Beer

Serving Dinner from 5:30p • Tuesday - Sunday 
Sunday Brunch 11a to 2p

531 Smallwood Ave – on Harris Lake
www.lakesiderestaurant.info • 828-526-9419

A unique fine dining experience on Harris 
Lake in Highlands featuring fresh seafood, 
an extensive wine list and excellent service.

Tender Lobster,
Steamed Snow Crab,

Shrimp Scampi,
Jumbo Fried Shrimp,

Fries or 
Sauteed Veggies with 

Bread and Salad
Reservations necessary for this platter • 828-526-9822

Full Dinner Menu also available
451 N. 4th St., 

Mountain Brook 
Center

Highlands

470 Skyline Lodge Road 
828-526-2121

Reservations appreciated but not 
required

Altitudes 
Restaurant

at Skyline Lodge
Fine Dining with a View!

Full Bar, wine & beer

Open for 
Dinner Wed. thru Sat., 

Brunch Sunday and 
Breakfast Sat. & Sun.

Prepared to order by Chef Kirtis

Wednesday & Thursday  
Early Bird Specials 5-7p!

All you can eat  
Soup & Salad • $16.95

Chicken pesto w/tomato and 
linguine • $17.95

Broiled Mountain Trout • $18.95
Shrimp marinara/pasta • $19.95

Pork schnitzel w/creamy dill 
sauce • $20.95

• 12 oz. Black Angus Ribeye 
$21.95

Appetizer Specials:
Butternut squash ravioli w/sage 

brown butter • $12
Lobster mac n’ cheese • $21

Entree Specials:
Surf n’ Turf filet and scallops • $45

Pork Tenderloin 
w/apple brandy glaze  • $25

Seafood Fridays at Creekside
Only 3 Seafood Fridays left!

Call About Our Catering Services!

We are very sad to announce that 
Creekside Restaurant and 

Sweetreats Ice Cream 
at the Mountain Brook Center 

will be CLOSING. 
Last meals served at Creekside will 

be Sunday, October 25. 
From Oct. 26-31, 

everything will be sold. 
Pub tables and chairs, antique buf-
fets, stained glass, dishes, ice cream

tables and chairs, etc.
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• Highlands Area Dining •

Open for 
Breakfast and Lunch EVERYDAY • 9a to 3p

Dinner, Thurs., Fri. & Sat. • 5:30p until
Sunday 9a to 2:30p

(Closed Wednesdays)
Homemade Desserts • Gluten Free Pizza 

& Desserts Available • Catering, Too!

20 Old Mud Creek Rd, Scaly Mtn.

828-526-0803

Open 7 days a week from 11 a.m.
365 Main Street • Highlands • 526-5660

Specialty Sandwiches, Hot Dogs & Salads, 
Domestic & Imported Beers

6”•10”•14”•16”•20”pies

Hand-tossed - thick, thin, pan
Gluten-free & Whole Wheat, too

Sports Page 
Sandwich Shoppe

Monday:Saturday
Breakfast: 7:30:10:30am 

Lunch: Until 2:30pm

Serving Breakfast & Lunch.

Full cooked-to-order breakfast &
Daily Lunch Specials.

314 main Street, Highlands
(828) 526-3555

• See WALK page 10

Coffee • Espresso Drinks
Smoothies • Hot Soup
Paninis • Baked Goods

On Main Street • Highlands
7 days a week • 7a to 6p • 526-0020

“A curious mind knows no bounds” 
U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S

Like us on FACEBOOK!

CLE is going to Mexico
November 12 - 20, 2016

Members and Friends have the first opportunity 
to reserve their space

Escape on an exciting and delicious tour of 
Mexico. The Center for Life Enrichment is proud 
to present a program that uncovers the rich cul-
ture and natural history of Mexico with a special 
focus on its culinary legacy and the role of choco-
late within that legacy

This program is designed to introduce us to 
Mexico’s traditions and vast cultural heritage that 
often intersect in the form of cuisine.  We will ex-
amine the ancient and modern Mexican culture 
in Mexico City, Puebla, and especially Oaxaca, and 
the influence of climate, elevation, flora and fauna 
on agriculture, art, architecture and ways of life. 

Leading this trip is Dr. Jim Costa, Executive 
Director of the Highlands Biological Station and 
Professor of Biology at Western Carolina Univer-
sity. 

Limit: 20 travelers
Price: $4595 per person, double occupancy  

(single supplement $1075) 
Airfare: Additional

Reservations: $500 deposit per person payable to 
Center for Life Enrichment, P.O. box 2046, High-
lands, NC 28741 

For more information, call 828-526-8811

...WALK continued from page 1
hiking on the Appalachian Trail had always been a dream 
of  hers and my nephew said the same thing. He had been 
an Eagle Scout so he liked camping. 

Most people’s dreams are so grandiose that I hardly 
listen to them but this was a doable dream, a dream I 
could make happen and so the wheels started turning.

First, I sent out an e-mail to friends, family, adventur-
ers and fools asking who wanted to hike the first part of  
the AT starting at Springer Mountain, GA. in six weeks? 
The first fool to respond was my sister in a text from 
Greece, “I’m in.” 

Now my sister and I had a “come apart” about five 
years ago over daddy’s estate but that is another story. 
The fact is we had hardly spoken to each other in all that 
time. I had heard that she had been running five or six 
miles a day for the past few years and dropped over three 
sizes so she was already in shape. That right there made 
me not want to be around her. Who likes a smarter, skin-
nier sister with a perfect husband and children who runs 

six miles a day?
My next e-mail said, “I have four, do I hear five?” 

My brother and his wife who live in Wisconsin threw in 
their hats and the next email picture I got from him was 
standing in his yard wearing a full backpack. 

There were others who checked their schedules and 
thought about it, even an Episcopal priest but he decided 
that while Jesus walked in the wilderness for 40 days, He 
had not walked with six people in the Lyons clan and he 
found a pressing reason not to come.

As for the next six weeks, we sent e-mails about our 
equipment, our shoes, our food, bear attacks, snake-bites, 
bee stings, maps and on and on it went. This is what I call 
hiking foreplay. 

I went to the Highlands Hiker and maxed out my 
credit card -- a $200 tent for starters and added a sleeping 
bag, air mattress, head light, water bottles, walking sticks, 
clothes that supposedly wick the moisture away from 
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•the freDster•

Fred Wooldridge

• See DONATE page 22

...DONATE continued from page 2

Many of  our readers are unaware my wife, 
Maddy, and I owned a rappelling school in 
Highlands for 13 years. This column is a partial 
reprint based on one of  the most exciting days 
of  the13 years I was in this thrilling business.

Sooooo, what do rappelling instructors do 
on their day off? What else? They go rap-
pelling. The year was 2004; I was much 

younger and stronger. Maddy decided to sleep 
in so I headed out with my daughter and as-
sistant instructor. Of  all the memories I have 
stored in my pee brain, this is one of  the top 
adventures of  my lifetime. My weakness is I 
am unable to explain the excitement of  this day.

With our packs full beyond their capacity, the three of  
us headed out into the cool, drizzly morning. The oversized 
ponchos draped over our bodies made us look like char-
acters from a “Star Wars” movie as we trekked though the 
foggy, rain soaked forest, compass in hand, unable to iden-
tify the mountain ridge which we needed to find our way. 

Following our instincts, we reached the cliff ’s edge just 
as the rain stopped and the sun began to burn away the fog. 
Soaked from perspiration, we dropped our packs and sat, 
staring at one another, gulping in air. After what seemed 
like an eternity of  silence, Cindy spoke. “Dad, why are we 
doing this?” No one answered.  

My assistant instructor was the first to stand. He un-
zipped his pack and pulled the rope slings from their dry 
environment without a word. “Why is everyone so quiet?” 
I thought, wiping perspiration from my brow. 

Instinctively, the four of  us got busy rigging the site 
for what was to become the most wild and crazy thing we 
had ever attempted. We would rappel the south wall of  the 
Cullasaja River Gorge.

I had been staring at the cliffs since I arrived here in 
1968. Big, bold and dangerous, they beckoned me. Every 
trip to Franklin and return, I would look at them across the 
vast gorge. Now, here I was, lifting 600 feet of  rope on my 
back to begin the descent. 

“See ya at the bottom” was all I could think to say 
which wasn’t very original for a bold moment such as this. I 
began hacking my way through the 10 feet of  undergrowth 
near the cliff ’s edge which proved to be more strenuous 
than I had anticipated. By the time I reached the bald gran-
ite, my breathing was labored and my heart was pounding 
from excitement and fear. 

Once in the clear, I turned to drink in the view. It was 

Like a walk on the moon (In The Cullasaja River Gorge)
one of  the most beautiful sights I had ever wit-
nessed. Off  my right shoulder, the vast gorge 
widened before me toward Franklin and to my 
left, the threatening gorge deepened and nar-
rowed. Turning in my harness I looked behind 
me and saw our video guy, tiny as an ant, sitting 
on the highway’s guardrail, video camera in hand. 
I took a deep breath and looked down between 
my legs. Far below, the tops of  70-foot pine trees 
seemed to point their limbs toward me. I could 
not see the bottom of  my journey as it was just 
too far away.

I pulled rope from the oversized pack and 
slowly started my descent. A cool breeze blew 

across my face and seemed to calm me and give me confi-
dence. It was remarkably quiet out on the face of  the cliff. 
The only sounds were my feet crushing the sun dried lichen 
that had, long ago, attached itself  to the sheer rock. I slowly 
descended, drinking it all in. There, in a small crack in the 
rock, green growth and a tiny white flower. I am the first 
human to see this flower. Why am I so impressed?

Midway, I became overwhelmed with the vastness of  
this giant piece of  vertical granite rock. I felt so isolated, like 
a walk on the moon. Had any other human ever gone this 
way? So much barren, vertical rock, everywhere I looked. I 
felt so small, so insignificant. “Get a grip,” I whispered softly 
to myself  and continued my descent.

When I reached the tops of  the trees, I turned to wave 
goodbye to the camera man and lowered myself  out of  his 
sight. Seventy feet below, the terrain was hostile. I couldn’t 
find a suitable landing spot. I moved horizontal across the 
face of  the rock and suddenly, as if  God were guiding me, I 
spotted a tiny, flat opening in the forest and headed straight 
for it. I stopped just two feet from the forest floor, not want-
ing it to end. All alone, I stepped to the ground. There was 
only 12 feet of  rope left in my pack.

I am almost too embarrassed to tell you the childish an-
tics I went through at the bottom. First there was the danc-
ing, then a couple of  high fives against the granite, all the 
time talking and singing out loud. Then, in a moment of  
solitude, I leaned forward and kissed the rock. “I beat you, 
you SOB.”

Watching my daughter and assistant instructor descend 
the rock was fun for me. There were hugs, high fives and 
hand shakes at the bottom. I never told them I kissed the 
rock, and then cursed it. 

Our trip out of  the gorge was just as challenging and 
adventurous as our trip in but that’s another column. 

Now, when I take trips to Franklin, I glance at the cliff  
and mutter, “Been there, done that.”

NOTE: For a copy of  his book, “I’m Moving Back 
to Mars,” stop by his house at 515 Many Road. Bring $5. 
He is leaving for FL soon. For “Deceived” go to the Ama-
zon Book Store or download it for $9.95 to your Kindle or 
other electronic device.

of  built-upon requirements on the bank’s part,” he said. 
However, according to Bazan, the surveyor who did 

Macon Bank’s original survey has reviewed it and deter-
mined the bank can donate the property without affecting 
Macon Bank’s built-upon.

“So we are really excited and pleased about this. We 
didn’t want to do all this work and put all this money into 
the park and not have that portion as our own,” said Ba-
zan. “Even though it’s a small piece of  property, it’s pretty 
important in terms of  the physical layout of  the park … it 

makes the park look a lot bigger.” 
When the park was first bought, the biggest com-

plaint was it’s too small to be a decent park.
“But with the street pavers now level with the grass 

areas and with the addition of  the Sossomon property, 
we’ve got a great park,” said Bazan.

Acquiring the amphitheater property means there is 
only one thing left to do.

“When we started the Founders Park Coalition we 
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...HOSPICE continued from page 1

COREY JAMES GALLERY
Objects d’art and 

Estate Consignments
Open Everyday!

On the  
corner of  

3rd & 
Spring 

(828)
526-4818526-5999

Corner of Foreman Road & Hwy 64 east
Mon-Sat 10a to 5:30p

Carrying a wide variety of natural  
products for your Mind, Body & Home.

Organic Fresh Juices & Smoothies  
and Salads To Go!

HS Cross Country team digs deep at Hayesville
By Andrea Gabbard

The Highlands Cross Country team traveled to Chatuge Dam to run their September 
30th meet. 

The Chatuge Dam meet is generally known as the toughest as the track is laid out with 
a gradual rise along the Chatuge Dam which is an earth-and-rock dam 144 feet high and 
2,850 feet long. 

The Varsity Cross Country team participated in the grueling 87-degree heat where 
Blakely Moore finished 3rd overall in the girls competition; the boys had a strong showing 
finishing in the middle of  the pack. 

“I’m proud of  our team, they really pulled deep to finish this course in such hot weath-
er. We are only a few weeks away from the Regional competition where we plan on ranking 
high enough to go to State” said coach Kean. 

Varsity: Cole Drummonds, David Rogers, Carter Potts, Kyle Gabbard, Jack-
son Hall and Blakely Moore. Middle School: Julia Egler, Sydney Sanborne

House Foundation of  WNC.  Meg and 
Arthur, along with an event committee 
dedicated to the cause, worked tirelessly 
organizing and promoting a very success-
ful fundraiser.  

Roughly 60 dining patrons participat-
ed in the event held at Paoletti’s Restaurant 
on September 30, 2015, netting roughly 
$175,000!  

The evening included a silent auction 
of  attractive items generously donated by 
local merchants and hospice friends, mu-
sic graciously provided by Ron Schott, a 
decadent 4-course menu with wine pairing 
especially selected for the evening, and a 
passionate plea for support.

Event committee members included:  
Tania Duncombe, Karen Grierson, Kathy 
Marchman, Cynthia Rosen, Vijay Shastri, 

and Vanessa Steele.
The mission of  Hospice House Foun-

dation of  WNC is to bring a hospice in-
patient facility to western North Carolina.  
The hospice house will serve hospice pa-
tients and their families in Macon County, 
as well as in surrounding North Carolina 
counties of  Jackson, Swain, Graham, Clay, 
and Cherokee, as well as Qualla Boundry 
and North Georgia.  

For information about Hospice House 
Foundation of  WNC or to make a dona-
tion, contact the Foundation’s President, 
Michele Alderson, at 828-524-6375.  Make 
checks payable to: Hospice House Foun-
dation of  WNC, P.O. Box 815, Franklin, 
NC 28744.  Hospice House Foundation of  
WNC, Inc. is a not for profit, 501(c)3; dona-
tions are entirely tax deductible.

The Hospice House is at 272 Maple Street in Franklin.
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...WALK continued from page 6

• See WALK page 11

World Tour Menues Weekly
Dog Friendly Sundeck

Open 7 days a week for Dinner
Lunch Served Weekends 11a to 4p

your skin and dry quickly and put togeth-
er a first aid kit, bug spray, an air horn 
and whistle for bears as well as cooking 
utensils, water purifier, and food. My pack 
was the lightest at 25 pounds.

We all started our training programs. 
My sister-in-law and brother lost at least 
15 pounds each walking in Wisconsin. My 
sister kept up her running and my aunt -- 
in between dating -- said she was walking. 

They all lost weight but I managed to 
gain two pounds. My cousin, Lucy Lyons, 
and friend, J Jay Johanides got me out 

hiking with my pack -- without them, I 
do not think I would have made the 18 
miles. I know 18 miles sounds so short, 
doesn’t it?

Finally, the much anticipated family 
adventure began. We drove to a hostel 
near Dahlonega, GA. I did have a pri-
vate bedroom and bath downstairs with 
six male bicyclists in training. They stood 
around with short tight pants and no 
shirts and I tried not to stare, tried to 
act like I see half-naked men outside my 

Lee Lyons, Andrew Cannell, Anne Brissey, Marty Lyons, Annie Lyons and Gay Hayley as they 
are about to embark on their 18-mile trek on the AT. 
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bedroom everyday, tried to act interested 
in their bicycles.

All of  us checked, packed and re-
packed our backpacks several times. It 
was obvious my brother had over packed 
but he’s as stubborn as an ox. He paid for 
it the next day with his old football knees. 

Since it was pouring rain the night 
before we left, we got out our rain gear. 
My aunt put on her green poncho and 
started clogging so right off  we gave her 
the name Clogging Frog. Getting our trail 
names was one of  the best parts. You 
don’t name yourself. The trail will name 
you. 

I became Ragmuffin because I quick-
ly cut up my shirt that was supposed to 
wick the moisture away and dry quickly. I 
looked like I had been mauled by a bear. 
My sister–in–law became Go Girl be-
cause she bought a contraption with that 
name had a tube connected to a bag that 
meant you could pee in it in your tent. I 
am sure a male designed it because it did 
not work. 

My nephew was named Pack Man 
because he loved Bat Man as a kid and 
how can you refuse a sweet aunt when 
she says, “My tent is heavy. I can’t carry 
this water.” 

My sister, who I hadn’t spoken to, 
was called Mapster. She managed the 
logistics for getting from A to B where 
there was water, a shelter and a privy. 
But really no one wanted to go near that 
privy. I suppose it was no worse than a 
port-o-let at a college football game but 
using the ladies room out in the woods 
was much preferred. 

After drinking water all day, it took a 
lot of  energy to crawl in and out of  the 
tent at all hours of  the night. I looked 
out my tent once and it looked like aliens 
walking around because everyone had a 
headlight on their forehead. 

One person would have to go and 
then two others would say, “Well I might 
as well go, too” so we wouldn’t have to 
go outside by ourselves. I felt like I was 
walking on urine soaked red Georgia clay. 
The tent my sister and I shared smelled 
like a run down nursing home. I guess 
you don’t talk about this in polite society 
but we stunk. 

The morning we started we had a 
good breakfast at the hostel and then 
loaded up in a van to the Springer Moun-
tain trailhead. We took pictures of  our-
selves looking perky and smiling with 
backpacks and walking poles and it went 
down hill from there, literally. 

It really did start off  walking in the 
woods, a fairly easy trail but that was de-
ceiving. Eventually, what goes down must 

go up and we started climbing. There 
wasn’t a lot of  talking because we had to 
breathe. We made it 9.1 miles the first day 
and got to the Hawk Mountain Shelter 
not long before dark. We averaged about 
a mile an hour. Now, you don’t want to 
sleep in the shelter unless it is a torren-
tial rain. They say the rats will chew right 
into your tents so you camp in the vicin-
ity. I am not talking about a nice campsite 
with moss on the ground or a view. No, it 
was a ugly, rocky spot but when you are 
tired, you really don’t care. So first you 
drop your pack and get your empty water 
bottles and walk another half  mile down 
to the creek and start purifying your water 
for the next day. Then you set up the tent, 
find something to eat, forget a nice camp-
fire. I had a power bar of  straight caffeine 
that got me wired for the entire night. You 
hang everything else on the bear ropes 
away from your tent and pretend the rocks 
are doing acupuncture on your back and 
listen to the bull frogs that make so much 
noise you could go crazy unless they stop 
and then you wonder why. Perhaps it was 
all the flax seed and nuts but other noises 
besides the bullfrogs had us laughing all 
night. 

My aunt tripped over a tent stake and 
really hit her knee hard. After all that hik-
ing on rocks and roots, a stake tripped 
her up! She started feeling anxious. How 
would she get out of  there if  anything else 
happened? To calm her down, my sister, 
a psychologist, got her to come into my 
$200 tent that I carried and I slept in her 
$7.99 child’s tent from Wal-Mart.

We did meet two other campers, two 
girls with freeze dried food and home-
made everything. Army girl had just re-
tired from the army after 21 years and 
three tours in the Middle East and had a 
50-pound pack. She was quite entertain-
ing but that night I felt like she was doing 
reconnaissance work and maybe having 
flashbacks. My mind started conjuring up 
things out in the dark.

The next morning, we struggled out 
of  our tents and into a standing position 
and checked how we were feeling. We 
could tell right away that Annie, my sister-
in–law, and Ann, my aunt, were having 
second thoughts about the hike ahead, es-
pecially since going up Sassafras Will Kick 
Your Ass Mountain. 

We hiked a couple of  miles down the 
road where a decision could be made to 
call the shuttle. We had always said the 
goal was to start and if  at this point any-
one wanted or needed to stop, this was 
the place to do it. After debating this for 
about an hour with my aunt saying, “I’ll 

...WALK continued from page 10

• See WALK page 23
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•highlanDs area events •
Ongoing
• Highlands Hurricanes Swim Team is 

open to all levels of swimmers ages 6-18.  
To sign up contact Coach Steve Hott at 
828-421-2121.

• Anyone interested in taking Adult, 
Child and Infant First Aid/CPR/AED cer-
tification class needs to contact the High-
lands Recreation Department and get on 
the list for the class. You will learn how to 
respond to first aid, cardiac and breath-
ing emergencies.  Upon completion at-
tendees receive certification from the 
American Red Cross.  Please pre register 
we need a minimum of 6 for the class 
and a maximum class size of 16. Once we 
have enough signed up for a class we will 
schedule the class.

Mon.-Sat.
• Nantahala Tennis Club meets at 

9a.m to noon each day. All visitors wel-
come.

Mon. Thurs.,Fri., Sat., Sun.
• Movies at the Playhouse: 2, 5 & 8 

p.m. Call 526-2685 for weekly movie. 
Mondays
• Shortoff Baptist Church hosts a 

non-denominational Men’s Meeting the 
first Monday night of each month at 7 pm 
and all men are invited to attend. 

• The Humanist Discussion Group 
meets every Monday morning from 9:30 
to 10:30 in the Meeting Room in the back 
of Hudson Library, Interested persons are 
invited to participate. 

Mon. & Wed.
• Zumba with Mary K. Barbour at the 

Rec Park from noon to 1p. For more in-
formation, call 828.342.2498. 

• Donation Based Family Fitness 
Class at The Nature Center every Mon-
day at noon and Wednesday at 7pm for 
Teens and Adults,

Mon., Wed., Fri.
• Heart Healthy Exercise Class 

8:30am-9:30am at the Rec Park.
• Aerobics with Tina Rogers 8-9a.\
First Tuesdays
• The monthly family support group 

for those with family members, friends,or 
loved ones living with the challenge of 
mental illness meets the first Tuesday of 
each month, 7p.m. at Memorial United 
Methodist Church, 4668 Old Murphy 
Road, Franklin. This group is sponsored 
by the local affiliate of NAMI (National 
Alliance on Mental Illness).For more in-
formation: Ann 828 369-7385 

Tuesdays
• Growing Stronger Together - A 

support and learning group for women 
who have physical or mental difficulties 
including depression or high stress. $5 
per session. Meets weekly on Tuesdays 
through August 4 at the Peggy Crosby 
Center, Rm. 203. Led by Bonnie Gramlich, 
LPC and sponsored by HUMC and the 
Counseling and Psychotherapy Center of 
Highlands. Call 828.342.0546 to register 
or for more info.

• FREE Community Table Dinner at 
the Community Bldg. at 6p. 

2nd and 4th Tuesdays
• OccupyWNC meets at the Jackson 

County Justice Center. For more infor-
mation, visit www.occupywnc.org or call 
828.331.1524 

Tuesday and Thursdays
• Zumba with Connie at the Rec 

Park 8a. $5.
• Pickle ball is played from 9:30-11a 

in the gym at the Rec Park.
1st Wednesdays
• Family Movies at the Hudson Li-

brary at 3:15pm. Call 828-526-3031 for 
titles.

2nd Wednesdays
• General Audience Movies at Hud-

son Library at 2pm. Call 828-526-3031 
for titles.

Wednesdays
• Children’s Book of the Month Club 

and Story Hour with Nonnie (Diane 
McPhail) at Shakespeare & Company in 
Village Square at 11 a.m.

• Live music at Satulah Mountain 
Brewing Company with Jimandi, a local 
duo, 7:30-10:30p.

Thursdays
• Storytimes with Miss Deanna at 

Hudson Library 10:40 am. Open to the 
public. 

• Weight Watchers support group 
meets every Thursday at 6pm at the Ca-
shiers Community Center. Questions? 
Call Lisa 828-506-3555.

• NAMI Support Group for individu-
als dealing with mental illness: depression, 
bipolar, schizophrenia, etc. and the family 
members of individuals dealing with these 
challenges from 7 – 8:15 pm. Call Donita 
for more info (828) 526-9510.

2nd Thursdays
• Sapphire Valley Needlepoint Guild 

meets at the Highlands Rec Park at 10 
a.m. 

3rd Thursdays
• Kidney Smart Classes in Franklin: 

Every 3rd Thursday of month, 4:30pm-
6pm, Angel Medical Center, Video Con-
ference Room, 3rd Floor, 120 Riverview 

Street, Contact Majestic 828-369-9474
• Kidney Smart Classes in Sylva: 

Every 3rd Thursday of month, 7:30am-
9am, DaVita Sylva Dialysis Center, 655 
Asheville Highway, Contact Sue 828-
631-0430

Fridays
• 99ers Bridge at the Rec Park 9a 

to noon.
Last Fri. of each month
• Community Coffee with Mayor 

Pat Taylor from 11a to noon at The Hud-
son Library.

Fridays and Saturdays: 
• The Highlands Historical Muse-

um is open every Friday and Saturday 
from 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.. On display is a 
Botanical History of the Highlands Pla-
teau, a gallery of local photographs by 
George Masa, and presentations of Mary 
Lapham’s TB Sanatorium, the Moccasin 
War of 1885, Abraham Lincoln’s alleged 
origins, Joe Webb’s tools, and books 
and DVDs about Highlands history. For 
more information, email highlandshis-
tory@nctv.com. 

Fridays
• Live music in Town Square from 

6-8p. (Through Oct. 23, weather permit-
ting)

Saturdays
• Highlands Marketplace in K-H 

Founders Park on Pine Street from 9a 
to 2p.

• Children’s Story Hour with Non-
nie (Diane McPhail) at Shakespeare & 
Company in Village Square at 11 a.m.

• At the Rec Park, MMA Fitness 
Class is being offered Saturdays at 
1:30pm with Moses Machida.  NHB 
Pankration, Muay Thai, Boxing and BJJ 
combined into an hour long fast paced 
interactive class.  The class combines 
plyometric, strength training, MMA tech-
niques, explosive cardio and self-defense 
into one class.• At MountainTop Wine 
Shoppe on Main Street, free wine tasting 
from 1-3 p.m.

Wed., Oct. 7 
• Kayak Roll Clinic at the Rec Park 

pool from 6-7: Bring a friend and kayak 
if you have one and enjoy the clinic.  A 
couple of kids boats will be available.

Thurs., Oct. 8
• The Franklin Appalachian Trail 

Community Council (FATCC) will be 
meeting Tuesday at 5:30 p.m. in the Lazy 
Hiker Brewery’s Event Room. 

• The October meeting of the West-
ern North Carolina Woodturners Club, 
Inc. will be on Thursday at 6PM at the 
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•highlanDs area events •

OCTOBER
 SALE

All 
Wood Furniture 

25%OFF
At the Store on Main St. and  

at the Warehouse 
( Above Brick Oven Pizza )

Blue Ridge School in Glenville, NC. The 
School is located at 95 Bobcat Drive, 
Cashers NC. Drive to the back of the 
school to the woodworking shop. Visi-
tors are always welcome. The club meets 
in Glenville the second Thursday of ev-
ery month March through November.

Sat.-Sun., Oct. 9-11
• At TJ Bailey’s for Men, a Rodd 

& Gunn Trunk Show. Drinks, hors 
d’ouerves and a change to win a $250 
gift certificate. 

Sat., Oct. 10
• The Christmas Tree “on Main” 

welcomes artist/designer Lisa Kelechava 
of Joy to the World for a signing of her 
collectible designs including The Christ-
mas Tree’s sixth in a series of Highlands 
inspired ornaments. Hours 1PM to 4PM. 
Pre-orders are welcome. For informa-
tion call (828) 526-3687.

• Highlands Own Arts & Craft Show 
at the Rec Park from 9a to 4p.

• Highlands Home Town Day in K-H 
Founders Park from 11a to 3p. 

• Highlands Chapter #284 OES will 
be holding its annual BBQ fundraiser on 
Saturday beginning with sausage biscuits 
at 8 a.m. and then serving BBQ plates 
beginning at 11 a.m. at the Highlands Rec 
Park.  Cost for sausage biscuits will be 
$2 and the BBQ plate to include BBQ 
sandwich, cole slaw, baked beans, chips, 
and drink for $8.  Proceeds from this fun-
draiser will be given to Highlands Rotary 
Club Scholarship and Town of Highlands 
Scholarship funds.  Please come and en-
joy a sausage biscuit and a BBQ plate!

Sun., Oct. 11
• Blessing of the animals 2-3:30 p.m. 

in K-H Founders Park on Pine Street.
• The Highlands Performing Arts 

Center presents the Live in HD open-
ing performance of the 2015-16 Bolshoi 
Ballet season.  Giselle will be presented 
Live in HD via satellite from Moscow on 
Sunday at 12:55pm.  Tickets are available 
online: highlandspac.org or by calling 
828.526.9047. 

Mon., Oct. 12
• The Highlands Bolivian Mission is 

announcing its All Male Beauty Pageant 
to be held at the Highlands Playhouse 
on Monday at 8PM. Complimentary 
wine bar beginning at 7PM sponsored by 
Bryson’s Food Store. Tickets are available 
at Wilson’s Gas, Dr. Baker’s office at the 
Woodruff Building, second floor and by 
calling 526-3605. Order early as the Play-
house holds only 220 seats. 

• The Battle of Sugartown Chapter 

of the North Carolina Society, Daughters 
of the American Revolution (DAR), will 
hold its monthly meeting at 11:30 a.m. on 
Monday in the Boiler Room Restaurant at 
1024 Georgia Road in Franklin.  All DAR 
members and prospective members are 
welcome.  For further information, please 
call 828-524-2673.

Thurs-Sun., Oct. 15-18
• HCP presents “Over the River and 

through the Woods” evenings at 7:30p 
and Sunday Matinees at 2:30p. For tickets 
call 828-526-8084. 

Sat. & Sun., Oct. 17-18
• Fall Colors Fine Art Show by the 

Art League of Highlands-Cashiers. 10a to 
5p, at the Highlands Rec Park on N. 4th 
Street. 

Sat., Oct. 17
• Fall Fest at Sky Valley, GA, from 

10a to 4p. Cruise-In of antique vehicle, 
hot rods and classics begins at 10a; Live 
music on two main stages, arts, crafts 
and food vendors, hay rides and waterfall 
tours, children’s area with pumpkin paint-
ing, games, inflatables and more. Hay Bale 
Trail and Scarecrow Row. For more infor-
mation call 706-746-2204 or visit www.
skyvalleyga.com. Free admission.

Sun., Oct. 25
• Life Chain demonstration at First 

Baptist Church from 2-3 p.m. 
Tues., Oct. 27
• At PAC, the movie “My Fair Lady,” 

on the big screen. For information, call  
526-9047.

Thurs., Oct 29
• Highlands-Cashiers Hospital will be 

sponsoring a community health screening 
for the residents of the Cashiers, Glenville, 
and Sapphire communities on Thursday at 
the Albert Carlton-Cashiers Community 
Library located at 249 Frank Allen Road. 
Men requesting a PSA check will need to 
bring a physician’s order for this screen-
ing. Complimentary flu shots will be avail-
able at the screening. Appointments are 
limited so please call Sheraldean Norris 
at (828) 526-1498 for your appointment.

Sat., Oct. 31
• Highlands annual trick-or treating 

celebration downtown from 6-8 p.m.
Tues., Nov. 3
• At The Highlands Playhouse, the 

movie “Oklahoma” at 7 p.m. $10 for 
adults and children are free. For tickets 
call 828-526-2695.

Nov. 5-8
• Highlands 9th Annual Culinary 

Weekend at local restaurants, shops and 
inns.

Tues., Nov. 10
• At The Highlands Playhouse, the 

movie “Fantasia” at 7 p.m. $10 for adults 
and children are free. For tickets call 
828-526-2695.

Fri. & Sat., Nov. 13-14
• Women of Faith: Loved, the Fare-

well Tour, at the Community Bible 
Church. A joy filled worship event for 
Women 18 years or older. Fro., 7-10 
p.m., Satu. 9a to 4:30 p.m. Doors open 
one hour prior to the first session each 
day. To register, vgo to cbchighlands.com/
women-of-faith.html

All in stock upholstery is 10% off 
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“The Coolest Golf Course in Georgia”

• High Elevations with Cool Summer Temperatures and Incredible Views
• Par 72 Championship Course stretching 6,900 yards of Peaks and Valleys

• Open Daily, Year-Round with Attractive Golf Rates.
• Golf Club Rentals Available. 

• 20 Minutes from Highlands, NC

For Tee Times call 706-746-5302 
Or Book Online at 

www.skyvalleycountryclub.com

The Highlands Bolivian Mis-
sion is holding their famous “All 
Male Beauty Pageant” which is 
set for Monday, Oct. 12 at the 
Highlands Playhouse, to raise 
money to keep the foster home 
running in Montero, Bolivia. 

In addition to the normal 
costs of  food and shelter, this 
year the board of  directors de-
cided that the time had come to 
replace the old Mitsubishi truck 
that was old when the home 
opened in 2003.

The government passed a 
law prohibiting the sale of  parts 

All Male Beauty Pageant coming Oct. 12
for cars and trucks past a certain 
age to get old and unsafe, pollut-
ing cars of  the roads. Unfortu-
nately our truck is one of  those, 
although it is still good for run-
ning short errands, like picking 
up groceries. Personally, I will not 
drive over 30 MPH in the truck 
because the steering starts to 
wobble over that speed. 

The show is the laugh sensa-
tion of  the year. We have the auc-
tion on even years and the pag-
eant on odd numbered years. 

It starts at 8 p.m., right after 
the movie on Monday night and 

there is a free wine bar at 7 p.m. 
at the playhouse. 

We have 12-15 well known 
people from the Highlands area 
who are willing to be on stage to 
help us pay for the new van. 

The tickets are a donation 
of  $100 and we do guarantee you 
will laugh for over an hour, but 
you get nothing of  value so your 
donation is totally tax deductible.

Call 526-3605 for tickets or 
go by Wilson’s Gas or Dr. Baker’s 
office to get tickets. Tickets will 
be offered at the door, but there 
are limited seats.

With less than two weeks to 
go, the Town of  Highlands has 
been working hard to gather craft-
ers from near and far to join the 
33rd annual Highlands Own Arts 
& Crafts Show and to make the 
3rd annual HomeTown Day an-
other success. On Saturday, Oc-
tober 10th, 2015, the Town hopes 
residents and visitors alike will 
come out to support both events. 

The Highlands Own Arts 
& Crafts Show will be held at 
the Highlands Civic Center, 600 
North 4th Street, from 9am un-
til 4pm. With closet and profes-

Highlands Own Arts & Crafts Show and  
HomeTown Day this Saturday!

sional crafters showcasing a variety 
of  merchandise from jams, jellies, 
bread, to paintings, jewelry and 
crochet or knitted items. There is 
sure to be something that appeals 
to all. The Highlands Chapter 
#284 Order of  the Eastern Star 
will be serving breakfast and lunch 
featuring Dennis “Doc” Wilson’s 
famous barbeque. 

HomeTown Day activities will 
be hosted at Kelsey Hutchinson 
Founders Park, 441 Pine Street. 
Activities will include craft and 
farmers’ market vendors, food, 

music, clogging and activities 
for the whole family. This year’s 
performers will be the Boys from 
Tuckasegee and Highway 74, also 
featured at this year’s Mountain 
Heritage Day at WCU. 

Information can be found at 
www.highlandsnc.org or by con-
tacting Rebecca Shuler at Town 
Hall by phone (828)526.2118, 
by email rebecca.shuler@high-
landsnc.org, or mail PO Box 460, 
Highlands, NC 28741. All pro-
ceeds and donations will benefit 
the Highlands Scholarship Fund.

On Sun., Oct. 11, the Highlands Performing Arts Center pres-
ents the Live in HD opening performance of the 2015-16 Bolshoi 
Ballet season.  Giselle will be presented Live in HD via satellite from 
Moscow on Sunday at 12:55pm.  Tickets are available online: high-
landspac.org or by calling 828.526.9047. 

Giselle at PAC this Sunday
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New Fall Arrivals 
in Highlands & Cashiers!

In Highlands: On Main St. in Town Square behind Kilwins
In Cashiers: #545 107 south

828-526-9122 • www.corrico.com

Beautiful 
FALL
Shoes 
and 

Boots

355 Main Street  
(in The Galax Theatre)

526-4660

• Free People  
• BB Dakota

• Michael Stars 
Tees  

• CP Shades• 
THML

Jeans by:
• Joes

• 7 for All Man-
kind

• Citizens• AG  
• Hudson
• Mother

Shoes & Sales Room Upstairs:
• Bedstu • Free People & More!

Flirting with 
FALL!

1152 n. 4th street, highlands

828.526.0101

... a gathering  
of unconventional objects

The Christmas 
Tree

357 Main Street
(Next to AnnaWear)

828-526-3687

Sat., Oct. 10, artist Lisa  
Kelechava of Joy to the World is 
signing her collectible designs 

from 1- 4pm. 

Now carrying jewelry lines
Made in the USA

Jolie’s
Highlands  

Fun Place to Shop!
446 Main Street

828-526-3963

Designs feature vintage 
French medallions 

from the 1960s

Energetic & Helpful Employees + 
Wall-to-Wall Toys + 

Complimentary Gift Wrapping = 
A HEAD START ON YOUR 

HOLIDAY SHOPPING!
Enjoy family more and stress less!

All at The Toy Store on 
Main Street!

365 Main Street • 828-526-9415
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338 Main St.
526-4777

Shop & Leaf Look through Highlands

Made in the USA

326 Main St.
828-482-4375

Order online at www.
facebook.com/LuluBleuNC

Cozy 
Cords 

Made in the USA

All the comfortable stylish brands you love!
the boutique

233 North 4th Street
Highlands, NC 28741

828.526.2083
ckswan.com
Just down from

Old Edwards Inn & Spa

ANT IQUES and FURNITURE

BOOKS   ART   JEWELRY
GARDEN    G IFTS    K IDS

SWAN
K

A Highlands tradition since 1940
Our 75th season on Main Street

Monday-Saturday • 10-5
828-526-3160

Come Shop Our 
Luxurious Fall 
Collection!

Open Daily
10a to 5p

526-3909

Come see 
our 

new arrivals 
in

home decor, 
jewelry, gifts 

and art 

468 Carolina Way
(Between N. 4th & N. 5th St.)
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COUNTRY CLUB PROPERTIES
Wright Sq. 828-526-2520 | www.ccphighlandsnc.com | ccp4info@frontier.com

Main Street Mt. Fresh

Updated home. 3BD, den and a mul-
tipurpose room in the main house 
plus guest room and full bath above 
the 2 car garage. Large deck, covered 
porch. View of distant mountains. Of-
fered at $875,000. mls #73201 

2BD/2BA. Old Highlands charm in 
town. Log cabin built in 1947. Old 
wood floors and walls. Upgraded 
kitchen and new large covered 
screened porch with ridgeline view. 
Walk to Mirror Lake and town. Of-
fered at $369,000. MLS#76874 

Great log cabin with rock fireplace. 
Open great room, dining room, 
kitchen, hardwood floors and split 
floor plan. Large open back deck with 
winter view of Rabun Bald Mountain 
and front covered deck. Wheel chair 
accessible. One car garage. 17-acre 
community lake Osage. MLS# 67737, 
Offered at $299,000. 

In Shelby Place, this spacious home 
has quality finishes throughout and 
easy living plan expands for guests/
family comfort. Huge screened 
porch and 2-car garage. Offered at 
$595,000. mls #74675

12.06 ACRES on the top of a flat 
knoll, several acres cleared. 1960 
brick Ranch is a blank canvas ready 
for a major renovation for today’s 
standards. Views of Little Yellow and 
Whiteside Mountain. Offered at 
$995,000. mls #72885

Close to town. Main level master 
suite with great storage and 2-car 
garage, guest bedroom and bath. 
Massive living room, large screened 
porch. Guest level has family room 
with 2 bedrooms, and workshop. Of-
fered at $699,000 MLS# 71641

2,700 SF+- Commercial building 
on US 64 east near Highlands Falls 
Country Club. Great exposure and 
wonderful setting overlooks a bold 
creek and room for dwelling or ad-
dition. Offered at $575,000.00. mls 
#74556

Great open plan with passive solar 
heating, large stone fireplace and na-
tive landscaping. Kitchen and master 
suite totally renovated in 1999. 3 
BR/2.5 BA with wrap around deck. 
Garage & workshop. Walking to 
fishing lake and tennis courts. Of-
fered at $349,000. mls #74035

1BD/2BA Historic Real Log Cabin 
with barn on almost 3.5 acres, Ex-
udes charm. Real Stone fireplace, 
wood floors, tile bath, laundry hook 
up. Offered at $325,000. MLS #75551

3BD/1 1/2 BA. Great starter home 
or quiet getaway. Needs some TLC. 
Offered at $199,000. mls #74462

Located at the end of the road in 
desirable Webbmont. this adorable 
2BD/2BA cottage has new upgrades 
throughout. A private, cozy moun-
tain charmer! Offered at $269,900. 
mls #82712

8BD/8 1/2 BA family retreat. Blue 
Valley view in back and Whiteside 
Mountain view in front. Game room 
and exercise room. Formal sitting 
room, keeping room, formal dining, 
kitchen, master bedroom with fire-
place and an office. Also, an attached 
guest house at ground level. Beauti-
ful grounds. Membership at High-
lands Country Club available subject 
to approval. Offered at $3,900,000. 
MLS# 65882

Preside over your own 15-acre 
kingdom with log home, barn, pond, 
meadow, views of Shortoff and more. 
Backs up to USFS lands. The 3BD/1 
1/2 BA cabin has had a recent reno-
vation of the kitchen. RV hookup and 
a balcony fit Offered at $1,200,000. 
MLS #65910

Over 4 acres on the southern ex-
posure of Satulah Mountain; private 
but inside Highlands’ Town limits. 
Amazing views of Blue Valley and the 
lakes of SC. Beautiful mountain log 
cabin with 2BR/2.5 BA. Aso septic 
permits for 4 homes. Property ad-
joins Highlands Conservancy land. 
Offered at $599,000. mls #68828

Renovated cabin loaded with fea-
tures: cathedral ceiling, fireplace, 
screened porch, mountain view, cus-
tom kitchen New hardwood floors, 
heat and air system and generator. 
Great master suite with 2 guest 
areas. Offered at $425,000. mls 
#66120

Close to town, in the woods, charm-
ing and comfortable three bedrooms 
with fireplace in the master bed-
room. Owner wants to sell. MLS# 
63260, Offered at $399,000.

Great farmhouse design on a large 
1.54 acre lot. Garage with finished 
upper story office, or guest quarters, 
main house with efficiency apart-
ment. 3BD/3 1/2 BA. Town water, 
walk to Mirrormont Pond and Mir-
ror Lake. Shown by appointment 
only. Offered at $399,000. MLS 
#70122

Great in town location. Walk to 
town, Bascom, Mirror Lake. Split 
floor plan excellent for two family 
vacations. All new flex plumbing. New 
kitchen appliances. All hardwood 
flooring. Granite. Stainless. Stack-
stone fireplace. Outdoor campfire 
pit. $349,000. mls #69499

Within Wildcat Cliffs Country Club, 
The Birches features this lovely 
3BD/3BA condo with covered 
porch, cathedral ceilings, custom 
kitchen. Membership requirements. 
Offered at $524,500. mls #79242

Gentleman’s estate features main 
house, party shed, guesthouse, 
pasture, pond, and waterfall! Main 
house has living room w/fireplace, 
covered porch, Master bedroom 
and bath, loft, kitchen, dining, great-
room and porch. Lower level fea-
tures 2 BR, den and bath. Guest 
house has 1BD/1BA, greatroom Of-
fered at $549,000. mls #73087
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“Invest in Highlands, NC Real Estate ... and Invest in Your Life.”TM 

(828) 526-8118 • 125 South 4th Street

WhiteOakRG.com

Stunning Views for Miles

Located in close proximity to Highlands’ most beautiful 
country clubs, yet private and quiet, this 1.20 +/- acre 
lot will take your breath away. Features include easy 
access from East Over Drive, privacy gate, a stately ap-
proach to the building site, cleared building site, as well 
as septic and water in place. See for miles across layers 
of mountain vistas while you are nestled in serenity 
amongst lush, native flora. 

Offered at $360,000. MLS #81926.
Contact Susie deVille (828) 371-2079.

Amazing price for a view lot! In picturesque Horse 
Cove, this 1 +/- acre lot is in a gated community and is 
an easy building site with a stunning view of Black Rock 
Mountain. Perfect for the nature lover – near water-
falls, swimming holes, as well as some of the area’s best 
fishing, hiking and picnic spots. If downtown Highlands 
is your destination, take a 10-minute drive to Main 
Street and enjoy all the shopping, dining, cultural activi-
ties, and fun of our vibrant, mountain town. 

Offered at $38,000. MLS #81920.
Contact Susie deVille (828) 371-2079.

Perfect Investment Property

An easy walk to Highlands’ Main Street from this neat-
as-a-pin, 5BR/3.5BA quality home. 2 separate living sys-
tems give you options galore (rent both, rent one & 
enjoy one, or enjoy both)! Gorgeous kitchen w/break-
fast bar on main level & a second complete kitchen on 
the lower level. Enjoy the sound of Mill Creek from the 
decks or screened porch. Natural yard w/native plants 
& shrubs. 

Offered at $599,000. MLS #80815.
Contact Susie deVille (828) 371-2079.

Unique Property with 3 Options to BuyView Lot Under $50K

• real estate snaPshots •

PRICED TO SELL! This adorable cottage was reno-
vated in 2006 and features wood floors; pine paneling; 
granite counter tops, new appliances, and new cabinets 
in the kitchen; tile baths; new siding; and metal roof. 
Take in the view of the rushing water of Mill Creek 
from the covered deck and enjoy the convenience of 
walking to town. Excellent rental history!

Offered at $338,000. MLS #82583.
Contact Susie deVille (828) 371-2079.

Just like the leaves ...
The price keeps falling ...

Your dream of living in Highlands can come true!
Now only $249,000, fully furnished. On 1.55 +/- acres.

Home inspection report available. 
Located on Shortoff Road. Quiet and private. 

2 bedrooms/2 baths, wood-burning fireplace, covered deck, 
mountain stream, native rhododendrons, nature trails. 

Bonus: Studio/playhouse.
Owner is motivated • Bring ALL offers!

Contact Martha & Richard Betz
Country Club Properties

MLS#78133
828-526-2520 (office) or 828-200-1411 (cell)

Cozy Mountain Cabin
Well-insulated, 2/2, furnished, one acre

$169,500
12 Hawks Nest Lane • Cole Mountain Circle

Off  scenic Buck Creek Road
Country Club Properties

You’re invited!
Open House

Friday, October 9 • 1-4 p.m.

Susie deVille 
Broker-in-Charge

(828) 371-2079

The home loan industry has new 
mortgage guidelines that will im-
pact qualification requirements 

and the types of  mortgages that bor-
rowers are able to receive. The regula-
tions were drawn up in 2013 by the Con-
sumer Financial Protection Bureau and 
are now in effect. 

Lenders will be required to guaran-
tee that borrowers have the capability 
to repay their mortgages and in return, 
lenders will be protected from lawsuits as 

• See INVESTING page 21

New mortgage guidelines now in effect

Wanda Klodosky
Landmark Realty • 828-526-9520
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41 Church Street &  
2334 Cashiers Road 
Highlands NC 28741  
(828) 526-1717 
(828) 526-4101

www.MeadowsMtnRealty.com

Highlands Falls Country Club. 
This lovely 3br, 3ba home lives 
large all on one level with tall ce 
lings, lots of glass and an expan-
sive deck to enjoy the gardens 
with water feature. $497.000 
MLS#82682

Amazing waterfalls and bold streams 
with 700 feet on Buck Creek, with 
another 700 feet on other side of 
the creek and bordering USFS. Im-
maculate, exceptionally built home 
on 5.48 acres with all the bells and 
whistles, including a full house gen-
erator. $995,000 MLS #82444

Highlands Mountain Club with great 
mountain view. Spacious 3br/2ba, 
condo. Enjoy the pool, tennis, and 
clubhouse. It comes furnished, with 
dishes and linens, so just move in. 
$249,000 MLS #82270

Little Bearpen in Highlands City 
limits. Long mountain views from 
two covered decks, 2br/2ba main 
level, lower level guest suite w/ 
family room, 2nd kitchen and hob-
by room (could be separate living 
area). $695,000. MLS# 81446

Highlands Falls Country Club 
condo with 3br/3ba and great 
golf course view, sunroom, stone 
fireplace, vaulted ceiling. Just re-
duced to an amazing $295,000! 
MLS# 73808

Holt Knob. Just what everyone 
wants! Walk to town with a great 
mountain view. 3br/2.5 furnished 
with a large deck. $515,000. 
MLS# 76583

Rocky Knob...a gated lake com-
munity. Exceptional mountain view, 
3br/2ba with fireplace, vaulted ceil-
ings, covered and open decks and 
meticulously maintained. $385,000. 
MLS #81329

Highlands Falls Country Club beau-
ty! Exceptional 3br/3.5ba with 3-car 
garage, listen to the waterfall on the 
15th hole, golf course view, wrap-
around porches. $777,000. MLS# 
81880

Highlands Falls Country Club. In-
credible value for a 3br/2ba free-
standing, furnished Golf Villa. Lake 
& #10 green view w/ tree trim-
ming. Stone fireplace, solid surface 
countertops and vaulted ceilings. 
$249,000. MLS# 78712

Highlands Falls Country Club 
home with 2br/2ba plus a den on 
main level, wood floors in main 
living area, vaulted ceilings, eat-
in kitchen plus dining room, tile 
baths. Lower level has a family 
room with fireplace, fullkitchen 
plus a bedroom and a bonus room 
(could be separate living area). 
$695,000 MLS#80446

Located in Highgate with a great 
mountain view, this home is the 
epitome of a mountain home. 
Beautifully landscaped, large 
covered deck w/fireplace. 5/5 ½ in 
main house. There is also an amazing 
guest cabin with 2 bedrooms, 1 ½. 
$2,175,000. MLS#77222.

This great home is in like-new 
condition. Two master suites on the 
main floor, plus two guest suites 
upstairs with a bonus loft area. The 
large covered deck overlooks a 
rushing stream. Lower family room 
plus an additional guest area and great 
storage. $797,000 MLS#81520

Great in town location on nearly 
2 acres. All the new upgrades in 
kitchens and baths. Vaulted ceilings. 
3/ 3 with 2 half baths plus an office. 
$697,000 MLS #66051

MountainTop Golf Club – Designed 
by Keith Summerour on 1.8 acres 
adjacent to a conservation easement 
of 6 acres. 5/4.5 with 3 fireplaces. 
MLS# 68782 $2,295,000

 Highlands Falls CC – located at the 
end of a cul de sac with National 
Forest on two sides. 3/3 with 
beautiful, easy care landscaping. 
MLS#67817 $725,000Golf Villa at HFCC overlooking the 

10th green and the lakes around 
the clubhouse. Easy living, on one 
floor with a large kitchen, open 
greatroom and spacious covered 
deck MLS #78264 $400,000

Sweet Mirror Lake area cottage in 
a nice quiet neighborhood close 
to town. Keep a canoe in your 
backyard & enjoy Mirror Lake. 
3/3 plus a family room w/fireplace. 
$349,000 MLS # 77220

Great value in Highlands Falls on the 
golf course. 3/3 Two bedrooms open 
to decks, plus there is a screened 
porch off of the greatroom. The ter-
race level boasts the third bedroom 
and a large family room. MLS # 79180 
$437,000

Rare Find. Walk to town with a 
Great Mountain View! 3/2/1 beauti-
fully updated kitchen, keeping room, 
two fireplaces, large backyard, de-
tached 2 car carport with full guest 
house.  MLS # 79238 $649,000

Watch the golfers tee off on #5 at 
Highlands Falls and follow their prog-
ress all the way to the green. This 3/3 
features a greatroom with pine walls 
and vaulted, beamed ceilings. The 
screened porch is the perfect place 
to entertain. MLS # 77704 $444,000
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...INVESTING continued from page 19

Tucker & Jeannie Chambers
Chambers Realty & Vacation Rentals

828-526-3717
www.chambersagency.net

$499,000 • MLS #79371 
4BR/2.5 baths 

Partially Fenced Yard, Work Shop 
Beautiful Wood Finishes throughout 

HUGE REDUCTION!
$249,000 • MLS #78074

3BR/2 bath, Elevation over 4000’
Garage, Nice Yard, Mtn Ridge View

$535,000 
MLS #79672
3BR/3 bath  

Cold Springs Saddle & 
Tennis Club. Adjoins 
USFS Land, Custom-

built with easy access. 
Screened porch, 2-car 
garage, access to lake, 

tennis and stables. 

$395,000 • MLS #77394
4BR/3 bath, Close to town, great garden 

space, small stream, multiple decks 

$1,499,000 • MLS #82660 
6BR/2 Baths. Outstanding Mountain 

Views. Over 6.5 acres and walk to town!

• real estate snaPshots •

Wildwood Mountain 
never looked so good . . .

Offered at $349,000 – MLS#74035

Contact Martha & Richard Betz
828-526-2520 (Office) or 828-200-1411 (Cell)

Country Club Properties

Searching for something different? 
This Arts & Crafts owner-built home  

may be just the thing!

Open plan with lots of natural light
Large native stone fireplace 

Wrap-around deck
3 bedrooms / 2.5 baths

Updated kitchen / Master Suite on main level
1.38 +/- acres / Garden shed / Perennials

Shown by appointment only

long as they issue safe mortgages 
that follow the new procedures. 
These safe mortgages are called 
‘qualified mortgages’. 

The new ability to repay 
rule means that it will be nearly 
impossible for a borrower to get 
a mortgage without documenta-
tion of  income. Self-employed 
borrowers will have to make 
sure they can prove at least two 
years’ worth of  sufficient in-
come to get a mortgage. Plan in 
advance and make sure you can 
provide adequate information to 
your lender before applying for 
a loan.

In addition to the stricter 

guidelines that most lenders have 
been following for the past sev-
eral years, loans applied for after 
October 3, 2015 will take longer 
to proceed from under contract 
to close due to the new guide-
lines lenders and closing attorneys 
must follow.

The new procedures that 
are now in place with the Truth-
In-Lending Act (TILA) hold the 
lender to very strict standards 
and time frames for processing 
your loan. In fact, the lender will 
now be producing the Borrower’s 
Closing Disclosure (formerly the 
Settlement Statement or HUD-
1). If  you are a Buyer applying 

for a loan under TILA, plan on 
at least 15 days longer between 
going under contract and clos-
ing a residential purchase. A good 
conservative time frame before 
was approximately 45 days from 

contract to close. With a loan ap-
plied for after October 3rd, that 
time frame is now 60 days. The 
largest timing questions are re-
lated to the fact that there must 
now be 3 Business Days between 

the Buyer’s Receipt of  the Clos-
ing Disclosure and the Closing. 
This time will be increased if  any 
changes need to be made to the 
Closing Disclosure.

• See INVESTING page 22
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...DONATE continued from page 7

The above only scratches the surface 
of  the new rules and lending procedures. 
It’s more important than ever for buyers to 
have a seasoned professional realtor to work 
with them every step of  the way to navigate 
and coordinate their real estate purchase.

• Wanda Klodosky is the Broker in 
Charge of  Landmark Realty Group’s High-

...INVESTING continued from page 21
lands’ office. Landmark Realty has offices 
at 225 Main St Highlands, Cashiers (Cross-
roads & Frank Allen Rd) and Burlingame. 
Landmark’s Brokers are committed to the 
highest level of  professional real estate 
service and welcome everyone to visit our 
website at www.landmarkrg.com to learn 
more about our company and the High-
lands-Cashiers Plateau.

had four goals: to get the park approved 
and built; to try to find a way to acquire the 
Sossomon property to double the size of  
the park and to acquire the Macon Bank 
property so it can be permanently used as 
an amphitheater,” he said.

The fourth goal is yet to be eliminated 
from the list – funding the final phase of  
Phase 2 – about $350,000 is still lacking.

“We will have the Town Square por-
tion completed in time for the ice rink to 
get up and running in November, and will 
have the grading and pathways completed,” 
said Bazan. “We still need money to do the 

fountain and the  monuments we are go-
ing to be putting in the second part of  the 
second  phase.” 

With fundraising for Phase 2 just 
started, Bazan is confident money will 
come in and the second phase will be 
completed by May 31, 2016 – exactly one 
year after the first phase was done.

To make a donation or to request 
more information about donations as-
sociated with plaques, Call Bazan at 828-
371-2653 or email him at Nicholas.Ba-
zan@gmail.com

– Kim Lewicki
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Dr. Joseph H. Wilbanks, D.D.S.

706-886-9439 • 800-884-9439

278 East Doyle St. • Toccoa, GA

COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF.

You are only 50 miles away from 30 years experience in top-
notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch. 

• Dental Implants • Root Canal 
Therapy

• SINGLE VISIT CROWNS! 
• Orthodontics including Invisalign  

• Wisdom Teeth Extractions 
and of course Fillings and Cleanings.

(IV Sedation, too)

www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com

Friday, Oct. 9        10a to 4p

Great Year-round Mountain Getaway
3/3, 1.5 story, mostly furnished, water feature,  

fire pit, great rental history

$449,000
1518 Cullasaja Drive

Travel 64E to Cullasaja Dr.; .6 mile to CCP sign on right.
Country Club Properties

You’re invited!
Open House

Friday, October 9 • 1-4 p.m.

go but I think I’ll come out in a 
casket,” my brother said he felt 
daddy’s hand on his shoulder, 
“Son.”

To the relief  of  his wife 
and my aunt, he decided they 
would stop. 

My sister, who I hadn’t 
spoken to, and my nephew and 
I unloaded about half  our packs 
and we trudged on the eight 
miles to the Gooch Mountain 
Shelter in the pouring rain. This 
trail was much harder and ev-
ery time we stopped to sip our 
water, I said, ”Thank God they 
stopped. They could not have 
made it.”

Again, we stumbled ex-
hausted into the shelter area be-
fore dark and pitched our tent 
on the rocky red Georgia clay. 
There were more campers here, 
about six other tents. Two guys 
who had grown up together in 
Wyoming hiked into camp. One 
was a coffee junkie and pulled 
from his pack a coffee grinder 
and made a huge production of  
making this fabulous gourmet 
coffee. Starbucks on the Ap-
palachian Trail. My sister and 
I were both getting headaches 

without caffeine and I was prac-
tically salivating. Since we had 
dumped our stove and all ex-
tras, we pulled out our meager 
little bars and ate dinner. The 
only place for our tents was on a 
slope and all night my sister and 
I would slide down to the bot-
tom, pull ourselves back up and 
slide down again. That night I 
kept repeating, “I am not here. I 
really am not here.” 

Knowing that we would 
meet the shuttle the last morn-
ing, I got up at the first light of  
day and began taking down the 
tent in record time. The gour-
met coffee maker gave my sister 
and me a cup of  coffee. Oh, it 
was the best damn coffee I have 
ever tasted and it really did perk 
me up. My nephew got a good 
picture of  my sister and I who 
hadn’t spoken laughing like fools. 

Because half  of  our group 
had gone to a motel, we decid-
ed to cut our hike short as well 
and rather than hiking to Woody 
Gap for the planned 21 miles, we 
called the shuttle at 19 miles so 
the others wouldn’t have to wait. 
Plus, my nephew was checking 
back into college. I could have 

finished the hike but a third night 
on the trail would have been 
tough. I was glad to see the shut-
tle and head home to a shower. 
Somehow I managed to gain two 
more pounds out on the trail.

A few things learned
1. You definitely need to 

start walking with a loaded pack 
several weeks before you go. I 
was not in shape but I did up my 
game as far as walking. Hopefully, 
I will keep it up.

2. Pack light. Get a good 
tent, air mattress, sleeping bag, 
water purifier, walking sticks, 
head flashlight, a comfortable 
pair of  shoes. I walked in sketch-
er tennis shoes with Dr. Shoal in-
serts.

3. By spending the night at 
the hostel, you have a drop off, 
pick up and don’t have to worry 
about parking cars in different 
places. It was well worth it at $50 
for the night.

4. It did make me appreci-
ate all the comforts of  home. I 
thought about prisoners of  war 
who are made to feel like animals. 
I know I was only out there for 
two nights but civilization quickly 
gets stripped away.

5. I did think of  the im-
portance of  water and how many 
people in the world have no clean 
water. A good portion of  their 
day is spent getting and hauling 
water. Once, we could drink right 
out of  our streams but not any-

more.
6. There are some really 

good people who keep sections 
of  the trail in order. We found 
bottles of  water left by a trail an-
gel in one strenuous part of  the 
trail. 

7. I am for the govern-
ment spending money on parks 
and national forests. We are so 
lucky to have these parks in our 
own back yard.

8. I am thankful, very 
thankful, that I could even do 
this physically. Several years ago, 
most in my family were too over 
weight or drank too much to 

make this trip, besides being in 
an all-out war. If  we are lucky 
enough to keep living, we may 
get it right. I think there are 
easier ways to start speaking to 
a sister but that was one positive 
result.

9. I wished. Oh how I 
wished I had done this with my 
son but I was glad I could do it 
with my nephew.

10. Would I do it again? 
After getting all the equipment, 
it is something I am thinking 
about but I definitely don’t need 
to go all the way to Mount Ka-
tahdin.

...WALK continued from page 11
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• sPiritually sPeaking •

• See SPIRITUALLY page 25

Proverbs 3:5 • Places to WorshiP •
BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965

Sundays: School:10 a.m., Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting:7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore, Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CHAPEL OF SKY VALLEY
Sky Valley, GA • 706-746-2999 

Sundays: 10 a.m.:Worship 
Holy Communion 1st Sunday of the month 

Wednesdays: 9 a.m. Healing and Prayer w/Holy 
Communion 

CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 
Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-4011 

464 US Hwy 64 east, Cashiers 
Sun.; 8:30a Traditional (Quiet) 1928 Prayer Book Service; 

9:30a Sunday School; 10:30a Family Service w/ Music 
Mon.: Bible Study & Supper at homes - 6 p.m. 

CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY, CASHIERS
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas • 743-5470

Sun.10:45am, S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
Tues. Guys study 8am, Gals 10am.

CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC

Senior Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sun.: 9:30am: Sunday School

10:30am: Middle & High School; 10:45am: Child. Program,
10: 45am: Worship Service

Wed.: 5pm Dinner ($7 adult, $2 child), 6pm CBC 
University

EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev. Bruce Walker • 526-2968

Sundays: Holy Eucharist (chapel) at 8 a.m.
Education and choir rehearsal, 9 am, 

Holy Eucharist Rite II, (sanctuary),10:30 
Wednesday: 10 a.m., Morning Prayer

Thursdays: Holy Eucharist, (chapel), 10 am
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS

828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor

220 Main Street, Highlands NC 28741
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Prayer Mtg 6:15 pm; 
Choir 5 pm

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors 

526-3175 • fpchighlands.org
Sun.: Worship: 8:30a and 11 a.m.; School: 9:30

Mondays: 8 a.m.:Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast
Wednesdays:Choir:5:30p

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) • Rev. Carson Gibson

Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am
Bible Study:6 pm

GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship

242 Hwy 107N, 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter: 743-9814

Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 
HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville, Nc • 743-2729

Pastor Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a, Worship 11a & 7p, Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed, Pastor828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street 
Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson

670 N. 4th Street (next to the Highlands Civic Center)
Sun.: Morning Worship 10:45 a., Evening Worship, 6p. 

Wednesday: Bible Study, 6:30p; Prayer Mtg., 7:30p.
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Pastor Paul Christy 526-3376
Sun: School 9:45a.; Worship 9:09,10:50.; Youth 5:30 p.

Wed: Supper: 5:15; youth, & adults activities: 6; Handbell 
rehearsal, 6:15; Choir Rehearsal 7. (nursery provided ); 

7pm Intercessory Prayer Ministry 
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH: ELCA

Chaplain Margaret Howell • 2152 Dillard Road • 526-9741
Sun: School and Adult discussion group 9:30 a.m.;  

Worship/Communion:10:30 
HEALING SERVICE on the 5th Sunday of the month.

MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah

Pastor Troy Nicholson, (828) 526-8425
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11, Choir:6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE

at St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin
828-524-9463

MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 
743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 

Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church,  
4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 

Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS CATHOLIC 

CHURCH
 Parish office (Father Francis): 526-2418

Mass: Sun: 11 a.m.; Sat. at 4p
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 

Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD

290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Jerry David Hall • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:7 

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 South, Office: 743-2359

Rev. Douglas E. Remer
Oct-May: Sunday Services: Rite I, 8a Rite II, 10:30 

June-Sept: Sunday Services: Rite I, 8a, Rite II, 9:15 & 11a
Nursery available for Rite II services

Sept 6-Oct 25-Informal Evening Eucharist-5:30 p.m. 
Thursday: Noon Healing Service with Eucharist.

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 
85 Sierra Drive • 828-524-6777  

Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers
Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am

John 3:16

By Mark Ford
First Baptist Church of  Highlands

Pilate asked Jesus, “What is truth?” (John 18:38). The 
concept of  truth is challenged today at every turn, 
whether it be in the media, our universities, govern-

ment, and even our local coffee shops. Our culture’s ram-
pant political correctness and secularism forbids expres-
sions of  truth or even the search for truth, as relativism and 
individualism declares truth a private domain and nothing 
more. Sadly, even in the church, the idea of  absolute truth 
is being challenged as the Word of  God is being eroded by 
doubt and pseudo biblical and textual criticism of  varied 
stripes. 

But we were warned in 1978 by Aleksandr Solzhenit-
syn at an address he gave at Harvard University that our na-
tion was in the beginning throes of  an anemic loss of  truth. 
He made many uncomfortable and even received “boos” 
from the assembled intelligentsia. Solzhenitsyn had already 
stared down a brutal communist regime and survived their 
infamous Gulags. He would win the Nobel Prize in litera-
ture, and be celebrated for his stand against communism. 
But in this speech, he condemns both communism and the 
West, and then has the gall to speak about truth – a subject 
already reviled by the elites of  that day. At the start he says, 
“Truth eludes us if  we do not concentrate our attention 
totally on its pursuit…truth is seldom pleasant; it is almost 
invariably bitter.” As he continues, he incisively analyses our 
prevailing worldview of  the past and present, declaring that 
the West has exchanged belief  in unchanging truth for a re-
lentless legalism that challenges all truth claims. Add to this 
the absence of  “civil courage” where there are individuals 
willing to live and die for the truth at all costs.

He offers three proofs for the demise of  the West. 
First, we suffer in the West from a “destructive and irre-
sponsible freedom that’s been granted boundless space.” 
Simply, we promote a poorly defined freedom that is absent 
of  virtue. Christians believe that virtue can only be substan-
tiated by truth – God’s truth which limits freedom. Second, 
Solzhenitsyn pointed out our lack of  great statesmen and 
the decadence of  art. Any casual observation will notice the 
dearth of  principled leadership in national and international 
affairs, and moral voices that command respect in our day. 
When we think of  the arts and even our need for heroes, 
the West is defining greatness down by promoting the ex-
ceptions to truth and standards of  refinement and beauty, 
and demoting the exceptional because it overshadows the 
pedestrian and prurient desires of  the masses. Or more to 
the point, our heroes no longer make history and our arts 
are no longer classical. Our heroes make touchdowns and 
CD’s, and our leaders depend on image more than mes-
sage. Third, Solzhenitsyn noted the loss of  a truly civil so-
ciety, the “thin, smooth surface of  our social system being 
quite unstable and unhealthy.” Simply, it doesn’t take much 
to disturb our calm, and when the inevitable crisis comes, 
we seem intent on self-preservation over communal good. 

Solzhenitsyn concluded, “Is it true that man is above 
everything? Is there no Superior Spirit above him?” As 
Christians, our response to this anemia of  truth is simple 
and set forth by excellent examples. In times like these we 
need to imitate Spirit led individuals like William Wilber-

What Is Truth?
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...SPIRITUALLY 
from page 24The Highlands Police 

log entries from Sept. 21. 
Only the names of persons 
arrested, issued a Class-3 
misdemeanor or public of-
ficials have been used. 

Sept. 21
• At 11:40 a.m., officers re-

sponded to a call about some-
one who was drunk and disor-
derly entering a hotel room that 
wasn’t his at the Old Edwards 
Inn.

• At 4:14 p.m., officers re-
ceived a call about someone 
picking a pocket at Bags on Main 
where a wallet with money was 
taken from a purse.

• At 8:30 p.m., officers re-
sponded to a call about an em-
ployee pocketing $60 at the 
Highlands Playhouse.

Sept. 24
• At 7:02 p.m., officers re-

sponded to a one vehicle acci-
dent on Mirror Lake Road.

Sept. 28
• At 2:20 p.m., officers re-

sponded to a call about a bear 
entering the garage and house 

of a home on Sagee Drive.
Sept. 29
• At 9:20 a.m., officers re-

sponded to a call about a bear in 
a tree near behind Asia House on 
Helens Barn Ave.

The Highlands Fire & 
Rescue Dept. log from Sept. 
30

Sept. 30
• At 3:47 p.m., the dept. re-

sponded to an oven fire at a resi-
dence on N. 4th Street.

Oct. 1
• A little past midnight, the 

dept. responded to a Co alarm 
at a residence on Old Edwards 
Lane.

Oct. 2
• At 9:48 a.m., the dept. was 

first-responders to a residence 
on N. 5th Street.

• At 10:06 a.m., the dept. 
providing public assistance where 
a tree had fallen down on the Ca-
shiers Road. 

• At 11 a.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a fire alarm at a resi-
dence on Split Rail Row.

• At 11:25 a.m., the dept. 

Cozy Mountain Cabin
Well-insulated, 2/2, furnished,  

one acre
$169,500

12 Hawks Nest Lane • Cole Mountain Circle
Off  scenic Buck Creek Road

Country Club Properties

You’re invited!
Open House

Friday, October 9 • 1-4 p.m.

provided public assistance at a 
residence on Spring Street to in-
vestigate an odor.

Oct. 3
• At 8:30 a.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a transformer fire on 
North Drive.

• At 4:24 p.m., the dept. pro-
vided mutual aid for a water res-
cue in Franklin but the call was 
cancelled en route.

• At 9:23 p.m., the dept. re-
sponded to a downed power line 
on Deer Run.

Oct. 4
•At 5:03 a.m., the dept. pro-

vided mutual assistance to the 

force and Dietrich Bonhoeffer. 
Not certain of  the outcomes, 
they remained steadfast in their 
stand against slavery and an op-
pressive anti-God regime respec-
tively. We don’t know the future 
of  our culture and nation, but 
that is not up to us. What we 
must do is courageously commit 
ourselves to the Truth, love God 
and our neighbor, and reach 
out to the growing victims of  
our “truth-less society.” Truth 
will win out one day, but in the 
meantime, stand for the Truth of  
God’s Word.  

Cashiers FD on a structure fire.
• At 8:44 a.m., the dept. re-

sponded to a downed power line 
on Rocky Ridge Road.

• At 2:48 p.m., the dept. res-
cued a woman who had slipped 
on rocks near the edge of Bust 
Your Butt Falls who needed to be 
carried out.. 

Oct. 5
•At 10:53 a.m., the dept. was 

first-responders to a residence 
on Country Club Drive.

• At 11:11 a.m., the dept. was 
first-responders to a residence 
on Chestnut Lane.
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• business/organization neWs•

828-743-0900

Larry Rogers 
Construction Company, Inc.

Excavating • Grading • Trucking Trackhoe 
Backhoe • Blasting • Utilities 

(828) 526-2874

Donnie Shuey and Mary Shuey, owners 
of  Signal Ridge Marina in Glenville, handed 
the key of  their former boat rental building 
to the Glenville Areas Historical Society for 
use as the group’s historical museum. 

The Shuey family, after having moved 
their marina operation to larger and more 
modern quarters, decided to make a lasting 
contribution to the community. The 
Glenville Area Historical Society turned 

Glenville Area Historical Society Museum to open in summer 2016
out to be the lucky recipient of  the generous 
donation for the use of  the building.

The building, renovated and updated 
by the Shueys, is now ready for the GAHS 
move in. The group plans to have permanent 
historical exhibits as well as a schedule of  
temporary shows throughout May to October 
beginning in 2016. Permanent exhibits will 
make use of  the extensive materials, from 
interviews, research, document and photo 

collections and donated artifacts that GAHS 
has gathered since their founding in 2009. 
Expect to see displays about Old Glenville 
before the lake, historic families, cabins, 
homes and buildings and plenty of  photos, 
documents and stories about how Glenville 
area residents lived and worked through 
the years.

GAHS plans to open the museum 

doors in early summer 2016 with a Grand 
Opening planned for July. Volunteers are 
welcome and needed for exhibit installations 
as well as for manning the museum during 
open hours.

To contribute, join, volunteer and 
to request a membership brochure email 
historicalsocietyglenillearea@yahoo.com or 
call 828 743.1658.
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Allan Dearth & Sons
Generator 

Sales & Service, Inc.

828-526-9325
Cell: 828-200-1139

email: allandearth@msn.com

Larry Houston
Rock Work

Walls • Fireplaces • Patios • Piers 
All Rock Work • Stucco

(828) 526-4138 or (828) 200-3551

Loma Linda
Farm

NC License # 10978

Dog Boarding • Day Care 
Pastoral Parks

In Home and Leash-free 
Lodging in the lap of luxury.

(828) 421-7922
Highlands, NC

LomaLindaFarm@frontier.com
www.lomalindafarm.com

• Residential or 
Commercial 

• Over 40 Years  
Experience 
• Fast and  

Dependable
• FREE Estimates

• FREE Pick-up and 
Delivery

American 
Upholstery & Fabric 

Outlet

(864) 638-9661 cell: (864) 710-9106
(Owners: Morris & Rachel Bible)

102 S. College Street • Walhalla, SC

Whiteside 
Cove  

Cottages
5 new log cabins 

nestled in the 
hemlocks on 25 acres at 

the base of Whiteside 
Mountain.

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

J&M Towing  
Service

Local and Long Distance Hauls
526-0374 • 342-0583

Owner-Operator 
Jeff Miller

24-Hour 

Towing

chestnut storage

Look for our sign!
10890 Buck Creek Rd. - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Rd near the hospital 

Storage Units Available
Secure 24 Hour Access

Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms

Call today to find out why we’re
“Highland’s Premier Facility”

828-482-1045

828-369-0436 OR 828-421-0067

Highlands Storage Village
526-4555 • Cashiers Rd. 

• Units Available • 

Deluxe, Indoor 
Climate Controlled Self Storage
With covered loading zone

Tile • Stone Installation
Cleaning/Sealing Grout & Stone

Kitchen & Bathroom 
Remodeling

Serving Macon & Jackson counties
Excellent References

Robert Wakefield
828-200-5961

1wakefieldstone@gmail.com

Wakefield Stone

Since 1950 Ranked Among the Top Luxury 
Resorts in the Caribbean

1-800-837-4608 • 876-974-2514
www.jamaicainn.com

email: reservations@jamaicainn.com
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828-526-0008

155 Main Street • Wright Sq.

Highlands Automotive

Service
&

Repair

NC
Inspection

Station

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

‘Let me help you with your next remodeling project!’

828-342-3500 
kpick64@yahoo.com
43 Holt Road, Highlands

Like me on FaceBook • Kevin Pickett LLC

828-526-0008

155 Main Street • Wright Sq.

Open 7 days a week 
Mon. - Fri. 9a to 7p • Sat. & Sun. 9a to 5p

Reasonable Self-Pay Prices
Accept most insurances including Medicaid and Medicare

4Seniors, LLC
Medical Liaison Services

An advocate to guide you through the 
complex medical labyrinth of services 

and treatments.
We will help you and your family ...

• Understand your medical condition
• Understand your treatment options

• Decipher your medical bills w/Medicare and Ins.
Contact Patricia Smith • Registered Nurse Practitioner

828-482-1821

4seniors.hc@gmail.com

• classifieDs •

• See CLASSIFIEDS page 30

U Call We Haul Junk Removal 
& Property Cleanout Service

Total House Clean-out Services, 
Attics,Basements, Garages, Yard Debris, etc. We’ll 
take your Trash & Save you some Cash. Cheaper 

than a Dumpster & we do all the work.

We also Specialize in  
Small Demolition ... 

and Removal of Mobile Homes, Barns, Sheds,  
Above Ground Swimming Pools, etc.

We also do Minor Landscaping,  
Mowing, weedwacking, pruning, small tree & 
brush removal and all types of yard debris  

including metal, wood, leaves, etc.  
We also pressure wash.

If You Need it Gone,
Call Today 

for a 
Cleaner Tomorrow.

(828) 200-5268 • or (828) 349-3433

NauralTherapies.MD
Bioidentical Hormone 
Replacement Therapy 

102 S. Main Street, Clayton, GA 30525

Beverly E. Gerard, M.D.
Board Certified Gynecologist

706-782-1300

naturaltherapies.md@gmail.com
www.naturaltherapies.md.com

Balancing Hormones  
& Health

Around the Mountain Signs

Quality Wooden Signs • Numbers • Lettering
Hand-routed • Sand Blasted

828-526-1891
aroundthemountainsigns@yahoo.com

All Wood...All the Time.

Service Directory Ads:
$17/week BW • $22/week color

Classified Ads:
$6 for 10 words; 20 cents each extra 

word.
Yellow/Cyan Highlight $2/week 

Color Photo $5/week 
Email verbiage and photo by 5p Mondays 

to: 
highlandseditor@aol.com

HELP WANTED
WOLFGANG’S RESTAURANT – now hiring 

Experienced Bartender and Server. Call 828-526-3807 
(st. 10/8)

TOWN OF HIGHLANDS – ADMINISTRA-
TION DEPARTMENT – UTILITIES BILLING 
AND COLLECTIONS TECHNICIAN,  Performs 
difficult detailed administrative and clerical work 
performing the utilities billing, collections, customer 
service functions and related work as required. Work 
is performed under the regular supervision of the Town 
Clerk. This is a full time position with benefits package. 
A full job description and requirements are available 
at the Town Hall or on our website. Applications and 
questionnaires are available at Town Hall or on-line 
at  http://www.highlandsnc.org. Criminal background 
checks and pre-employment drug screenings are 
required. Deadline for application and questionnaire 
is Friday, October 23, 2015 at 4:30PM. The Town of 
Highlands is an Equal Opportunity Employer (10/15)

BUSY RETAIL SHOP, SPECIALIZING IN 
PRINTING, SHIPPING, and other business ser-
vices needs energetic, self starter who is good with 
people and has a good working knowledge of comput-
ers and software.  Email your resume and/or inquiries 
to:  colleenk959@gmail.com (st. 10/1)

DIRECTOR, NON-PROFIT that provides 
year-round support to the international and national 
population of Highlands and the surrounding Western 
NC area to nurture community and citizenship integra-
tion and self-sufficiency. The organization also operates 
a Food Pantry and coordinates with other service 
agencies. Duties include interacting with resources to 

Viva Wellness
Stimulating Natural Healing

828-526-1566
Dr. Kit Barker, PhD, Cellular Biology

5 Cottage Row • U.S. 64 East

• Whole Body Vibration
• Hydro-Massage Spa Capsule
• Far Infrared Sauna Capsule

• Healthy CBD Hemp Oil
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help meet client needs; working inde-
pendently and as a team member with 
the Board, other organizations, volun-
teers and Food Pantry Director; fund 
raising; grant proposals; marketing; me-
dia relations; website and social media 
development; budgeting; financial record 
keeping; database maintenance; public-
ity and informational materials; general 
office needs. Personal characteristics 
required are to understand and focus 
on client needs, demonstrate creative 
leadership abilities and engage in coop-
erative relationships. Experience in the 
non-profit sector plus Spanish/English 
conversational fluency is required. Profi-
ciency in Windows OS, Quickbooks and 
database maintenance required. Flexible 
weekday 25-40 hrs is expected, with the 
ability to work occasional special events. 
Salary commensurate with experience. 
Benefits include paid holidays and vaca-
tion. Please apply by cover letter with 
interest statement and resume to the 
International Friendship Center, c/o Fav-
iola Olvera via email centrodeamigos@
nctv.com, fax 828.526.0066 or USPS at 
International Friendship Center, 348 S. 
5th St, Highlands, NC 28741. General 
inquiries and resumes are welcome to 
Ms. Olvera via email through December 
15. (10/1)

YEAR-ROUND, FULL-TIME 
RETAIL POSITION AT TJ BAILEY 
STORE FOR MEN in Highlands and 
Cashiers. Must have own transporta-
tion, flexible hours and excellent people 
skills. Sales experience is a plus. Call 828-
526-2262 or email resume to store@
TJBmen.com. (st. 8/13)

PART-TIME CLERK/BOOK-
KEEPER POSITION needed at the 
Highlands ABC Store. Applications are 
available at the store in Highlands Plaza. 
828-526-5470. (st. 7/23) 

THE HIGHLANDS BBQ CO. 
Is seeking Servers, Hosts, Bartenders 
and Line Cooks. If Interested, Please 
call 828-200-1500 or Send a Resume 
to HighlandsBBQCompany@Gmail.
com (st. 7/2)

HIGHLANDS UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH now hir-
ing at part-time organist/pianist. Send 
resume to HUMC, PO Box 1959, 
Highlands, NC 28741 or email to 
49PMAM@gmail.com

SALES ASSOCIATE FOR 

HIGH END CLOTHING STORE 
IN HIGHLANDS, NC full time “with 
benefits.” part time and seasonal. Must 
be available to work weekends. Retail 
clothing sales experience preferred. 
Please call 828-200-0928 (st. 4/30) 

MOUNTAIN FRESH GRO-
CERY in Highlands is hiring full-time 
for: 

• Baristas, 
• Cashiers, 
• Grill, 
• Deli, and 
• Pizza departments. 
Applicants should apply in person 

or email resume to jobs828@gmail.
com

BUSINESS FOR SALE
RESTAURANT FOR SALE in 

Highlands Plaza. Call for more informa-
tion. 470-272-3800.

COMMERCIAL FOR RENT
RETAIL OR OFFICE – Ap-

proximately 1,500 sq. ft. with parking 
and storage. Corner of Foremen Road 
and Hwy 64 east. Next to Whole Life 
Market. 526-2729. (st. 5/28)

VAC/SHORT-TERM RENTALS
6 MONTH SKY VALLEY fur-

nished 2/2 rental available! $1100/
month includes wifi, phone and cable. 
561-281-8578  bande100@windstream.
net.  (10/8)

HIGHLANDS VACATION 
RENTAL DOWNTOWN. 2/2 updat-
ed in 2014 with luxury master bath, king 
bed, marble & SS kitchen. Second floor 
condo two blocks off Main. Renovated 
like an Old Edwards Suite! W/D in unit, 
flat screen T.V., gas fireplace, off street 
parking. Available weekly $1,000 plus 
utilities. Call 828-352-8519. (st. 12/25) 

LOTS/LAND FOR SALE

VIEW LOT ONLY $15,000! 
Andrea Gabbard Highlands Mountain 
Realty. 828-200-6742 (st. 6/18)

20-ACRE FARM FOR LEASE 
Fenced pastureland $950/month. Con-
tact Andrea Gabbard - Broker 828-200-
6742. (st. 10/1) 

FALLING WATERS – Just two 
miles from Main St. Well maintained, easy 
build sites, paved, underground utilities, 
gated, waterfalls and creeks. Home sites 
from $139,000, 828-508-9952 www.
highlandsnchomesites.com - Face Book 
Falling Waters Highlands From Main St. 
Take Hwy. 106 W 1.8 miles to Mt. Laurel 
Dr. turn R, 3/10 mile L on Moonlight, 
Entrance on R. REALTORS 7% (st. 9/3) 

LOT. 10 MINUTES FROM 
DOWNTOWN HIGHLANDS. 2.01 
acres with Mountain Ridge and Meadow 
Views between Bridal Veil Falls, Dry Falls 
& Cullasaja Falls, Gorge. Lot cleared, 
driveway and new septic system. Tax 
Value is $89,410., Quick Sale at $49,900. 
Firm. 828-200-0949. (st. 9/3) 

WOODED LOT W/ STREAM 
FOR SALE – MIRRORMONT 
AREA, Berit Ln., 1.45 acres, 4-BR septic 
permit, walk-to-town, Priced to sell. 770-
861-4249. (st. 7/23)

ACRE LOT HIGHLANDS, NC 
Corner Lot Highlands Glen, level with 
some gentle slopes excavation and foun-
dation expenses would be reasonable, 
underground power installed. Stream 
runs year round could be configured to 
make a small pond, good water sources 
for well. Space for outbuildings or RV, 
boat storage. 6 Miles to downtown. 
$27,000 possible owner financing 828-
507-2066 (st. 7/2) 

RESIDENTIAL FOR SALE
CABINS FOR SALE/RENT. 

Located on Sawmill Road in Clear 
Creek. 4.63 acres. Call 828-526-2720. 
Price Negotiable. (9/24)

2BED/2BATH 1.20 AC. Fantastic 
views & Privacy $88,999. Call 482.2050 
706.782.9728. Cypresslanesale@face-
book. (st. 8/7) 

ITEMS FOR SALE
‘65 SUNBEAM TIGER V8 – 

restored. with hard top, AC, less than 
3,000 miles on rebuilt balanced engine. 
4 wheel discs. Call for details. 404-966-
0283. (st. 10/1)

ANTIQUE SLANT TOP 
DUTCH 19TH CENTURY DESK. 
Floral marquetry inlaid wood top, front 
and sides. 3 drawer bombe form base, 
ogee feet, 8 drawer/1 center door inside. 
36”x20x40” high $750. Call 828 787 
1515 for info or emailed pics. (9/24) 

A 2009 LEXUS RX 350 under 
65,000 miles excellent condition dealer 

maintained. $18,500 phone 678-522-
7859. (st. 9/3)

ANTIQUES FOR SALE. Solid 
cherry twin beds, chest,dresser and 
mirror; 2 Victorian chairs, end tables, 
Royal Daltons, Hummels and more. Call 
828-526-3258 (st. 8/20)

HARDEN DINING ROOM 
SET: Cherry, drop-leaf table opens to 
102”, six chairs, hutch. $750. Will send 
photos. Call 828-526-06121. (st. 8/6)

SERVICES
MALE HOME HEALTHCARE 

PROVIDER. 20 years experience. Very 
reliable. Have worked for many high 
profile clients. Excellent references. 
Contact Desmond Grooms at 828-
342-9015. (9/24) 

ROSY’S HOUSEKEEPING 
– “We make sure it’s spotless!” 
Commercial and residential. Free 
Estimates. Fully insured. Call 706-949-
1684 or 828-200-5397. (11/12)

CARETAKER POSITION. 
Single, 68-year old non-smoker, 
male, with excellent references and 
past experience with house sitting. 
Bondable,with excellent credit score. 
Call Charles Benore at 828.482.2181. 
(st. 9/10) 

HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS 
HANDYMAN: Repairs, remodeling, 
painting, pressure washing, minor 
plumbing and electric, decks and 
additions. Free Estimates. Insured. Call 
421-4667. (9/17) 

HANDI-MAN – Electrical, 
plumbing, painting, carpentry, yard 
work. Call Al at 828-332-7271 or 828-
369-6245. (st. 4/2) 

ALL AROUND OFFICE SO-
LUTIONS – Bookkeeping Ser-
vices, Payroll Prep, Payroll Tax Prep, 
Billing Services, Virtual Assistant, Data 
Base Management, Administrative Ser-
vices, Research Assistance, Quickbooks 
Set-up and Training. Call Mary James 
at 828-421-0002 or email mjames@
allaroundofficesolutions.com (st. 1/15)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/
KEVIN VINSON: scanning photos, 
slides & negatives to CD or DVD for 
easier viewing. Video transfer to DVD. 
Everything done in house. Leave mes-
sage at 828-526-5208. (st. 7/2)

MOLD AND MUSTY SMELL 
IN YOUR HOME? Call for free in-
spection. 828-743-0900.
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Main Street Inn & Bistro 
828-526-2590 • mainstreet-inn.com

“Ace is the Place.”

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

3

19

www.chambersagency.net

Chambers Realty 
& Vacation Rentals

Homes and Land For Sale
Vacation Homes for Rent

526-3717 OR 888-526-3717
401 N 5th St, Highlands

11

1

Main St, Oak Square,  
Mon-Sat, 10-5 

Sun. 12-4

Oriental Rug 
Gallery

526-5759

Andrea 
Gabbard 

Broker/Owner
828-200-6742

Country Club Properties
“Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals.”
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2

10

Highlands Mountain Realty

42

Celebrating our 21st Season!

Bistro Service Starts at 4p
Dining Room Starts at 5:30p

474 Main Street • 828-526-3807
www.wolfgangs.net • Find us on FaceBook

highlandsmountainrealty.net

Santa

BRIAN RENFRO
828-226-0118
brianrenfro@gmail.com
www.brianrenfro.com

Available at 
Jackson Hole Gem Mine
9770 Highlands Rd, Highlands

828-524-5850

526-1796
479 South St., Ste. 5 • Highlands NC

21

Great Prices!



www.firemt.com • (800) 775-4446

Cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

MCCULLEY’S

“Top of the Hill”
242 S. 4th St.

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

828-526-2338

30 ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

Open Year-Round.
343-D

Main Street.
526-4035

www.wildthymegourmet.com

pat.f.allen@gmail. com 

#1 
Broker 

Highlands/Cashiers 
2010-2014 per  

HCMLS

Jody Lovell
33

www.ontheverandah.com

Open for
 Dinner nightly 

at 5:30p.
Sunday brunch, 

too

Open for 
Lunch & 

Dinner daily

Pat Allen 
Broker-in-charge

Cell: 828-200-9179 
Office: 828-526-8784

www.patallenrealtygroup.com 

828-526-4104
highlandssir.com

828-526-8784
295 Dillard Road

Paoletti

Please call for reservations
526-4906

Join us for our 31st year
Serving Dinner Daily

from 5 p.m.

“Invest in Highlands, NC Real Estate ... and Invest in Your Life.”TM 

(828) 526-8118 • 125 South 4th Street

40

WhiteOakRG.com

Susie deVille 
Broker-in-Charge

(828) 371-2079

Leslie Cook
Broker

(828) 421-5113

Wick Ashburn 
Broker

(828) 421-0500

Tara Ray
Executive Assistant

(828) 371-1622

Emily Chastain 
Operations Manager

(828) 200-6277

9770 Highlands Rd., Highlands
828-524-5850

www.jacksonholegemmine.com

Open
7 Days a Week

10a to 4p

BROKERS:
Mary Newhart 

828.506.5663 
Julie Osborn
828-200-6165

Sherman Pope 
828-342-4277
Cy Timmons 
828-200-9762

Sheryl Wilson 
828-337-0706


