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The first day of school for Highlands School is Monday, Aug. 24. New to the halls are from left: 5th grade 
teacher Kate Messer, 3rd grade teacher Margie Potts, 3rd-8th PE/Health teacher Crystal Gustin and high 
school English teacher David Parrish. Potts and Parrish both attended Highlands School K-12.
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Highlands School welcomes four new teachers

Parker Meadows economic impact  
expected to be huge for Macon County

Macon County officials have 
opposed vouchers since the very 
beginning and without a state 
budget for the 2015-’16 school 
year they have no indication of  
how the most recent voucher rul-
ing will impact the district.

At the Monday, Aug. 17 
school board meeting, Finance 
Director Angie Cook gave a brief  
update saying that right now the 
state is looking at its second bud-
get resolution which is required to 
meet the August 31, 2015 dead-
line. 

“If  they do not have a budget 
by then, there has been some talk 
to extend budget negotiations un-
til June 31, 2016,” she said.

Superintendent Dr. Chris 
Baldwin said if  a compromise isn’t 
reached and school systems have 
to operate on a continuing resolu-

Voucher  
allocations 
could effect 

MC Schools’ 
bottom line

Three years after county 
commissioners began a journey to 
develop a new recreation complex 
for the citizens of  Macon County, 

the park is finally ready for the first 
pitch.

Macon County officials invite 
the public out for the first time on 

Tuesday, August 25th beginning at 
6 p.m.

“With the grass mowed, the 

Macon County taxpayers are 
getting a slight break this year in 
the amount of  money they pay 
to service homes located outside 
of  the county. Jackson County 
has approved a fire tax that would 
generate about $55,000 in annual 
revenue for the Highlands Fire 
Department. 

MC Commissioner Jim Tate 
told commissioners that the new 
fire tax will significantly help al-
leviate some of  the costs associ-
ated with homes located along the 
county’s border but it won’t solve 
the problem, and work still needs 
to be done. 

“It is my understanding that 
Jackson County decided not to 
add any funds to help reimburse 
our county for the other services 
we provide such as trash, recre-
ation, emergency services, and the 

Jackson and 
Macon  
border  

negotiations 
continue

Teachers and administrators 
are busy preparing for the first day 
of  school on Monday, Aug. 24.

So far there are 355 students 
registered to return on Monday, 
but that figure is a moving target 
until about 10 days after school 

starts.
By grade the student count 

is: K-23 and 1st-25 and those two 
classes will be combined to make 
up the K-1 Great Beginnings class-
es.

There are a total of  29 2nd 

graders so there are two second 
grade classes and 35 3rd graders so 
there are also two 3rd grade classes.

There is one 4th grade class 
with 14, two 5th grade classes to 
accommodate their 28 students. 
There are 36 students in 6th grade, 

23 7th graders, 32 8th graders, 32 
9th graders, 32 10th graders, 30 
11th graders and 26 12th-graders.

Teachers this year are: K-1: 
Jaime Dooley and Andrea Chalker; 
2nd: Emilee Deforest and Cynthia 
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Dear Editor,
We are fortunate to live in a dog friendly community. One local business, the Park 

on Main, has taken the extraordinary step of  initiating a foster dog program at the hotel 
in cooperation with the Cashiers Highlands Humane Society. The first hotel “host” dog, 
Clyde, has found a new home with guests visiting the Park on Main. A new “host,” Bella 
has taken up residence and awaits the perfect guests to go home with. The proprietors of  
the Park on Main are to be commended on their efforts to make our dog friendly com-
munity even more special. The CHHS is sponsoring a barbecue September 1st at the Old 
Edwards Inn Farm featuring Atlanta’s favorite entertainers Banks & Shane. Proceeds go 
to furthering the Humane Society’s mission at the shelter.

Jack Tarver
Highlands/Atlanta

•thanks•

Thanks you for all the love and prayers toward all of  us and Oscar during his illness 
and passing. Special thanks to Elizabeth McConnell, Tim Gibson, Ellis Cleaveland, Gene 
Ramy and Al and Renee Bolt. To the First Baptist Church – our heartfelt love. Words can’t 
express our thanks for all you have done for Kathy and Oscar. 

The Crane and Buchanan Families

For the love of dogs

Crane family says Thanks!

Dear Editor,
Guess we should have known that we would eventually lost Josh Ward.  He has been 

a good leader of  the Planning Board—always fair and willing to listen to everyone.  He 
will be missed by all of  us.  

I am proud of  him for moving upward in his profession.  Being the head of  the 
town board of  Bryson City will keep him busy and make the most of  his many talents 
in planning and zoning.

Lucky Bryson City and Sad Highlands.
Wish us luck, Josh, in finding a replacement with as much experience and general 

knowledge as you have.  As we all know “A good man is hard to find.”
WELL WISHES TO YOU, JOSH. VIA CON DIOS.

Glenda Bell
Highlands

Farewell to a good man

I just returned from a fish-
ing trip out West. The town 
where I stayed was very 

small, but surrounded by spec-
tacular mountains, with a beau-
tiful river flowing next to the 
main thoroughfare. Like High-
lands, this little community has 
attractive, cool summer days.

I had difficulty in contact-
ing folks back at Town Hall 
while on vacation. There was 
no cell phone service, whatsoever, in this 
isolated mountain community. High 
speed Internet was spotty and could be 
accessed, like TV, only by satellite. Many 
folks who were forced to use land line 
modems had limited internet.

One night I was dining on fine bar-
becue at a local restaurant with several 
couples who were either contemplating, 
or in the process of  selling their rather 
expensive houses located in this bucolic 
community. All expressed concern that 
the lack of  strong, reliable connectivity 
might impact the sale of  their homes. 
Their consensus was that the old alibi of  
not needing connectivity because one is 
“away from it all” and communing with 
nature may not resonate with many buy-

ers
Back in Highlands, I went 

to the PAC to the Controlled 
Chaos Film Festival that was 
presented by the film students 
at Western Carolina University. 
During my vacation, I had been 
listening to political discourse 
about how our country is in 
trouble and falling apart. For us 
aging boomers that may be the 
widely held perception.

Maybe that’s not the case. I found the 
work of  the young, energetic and creative 
film students of  Western to be “life affirm-
ing.” Their film introductions were replete 
with vision, ideas and dedication. It was 
evident that these youngsters see life 
through a different creative prism where 
the new technologies of  video, computer 
graphics and unlimited bandwidth are 
their new paints and palettes. Like it or 
not, this dynamic and expansive medium 
of  expression is the future not only for 
the arts, but for advancements in science, 
business, communication and almost all 
aspects of  society.

I really enjoyed the student films 
emanating from our flagship university 
of  West Carolina. The experience recon-
firmed my belief  that connectivity and 
bandwidth are essential to the future de-
velopment of  the region. Our young peo-
ple, like those on the PAC stage, have the 
creativity and drive, but they must have 
full access to 21st century technology.

Where am I going with my mus-
ings of  my vacation and the film festival? 
Both stories underscore the need to build 
a first-rate network for Highlands. Our 
young people will need it, after all they will 
be our future, creative professionals. The 
town needs this comprehensive network 
to insure a steady stream of  visitors and to 
attract people willing to invest in our com-
munity.

This fall the town will send a staff  
team to a conference for communities 
that are engaged in developing this kind 
of  network. Our folks will study all aspects 
of  the process from engineering networks 
to financial and delivery strategies. Stay 
tuned. 

The Town Board Meeting is tonight 
at 7 pm at the Conference Center. The 
meeting agenda is light. 

On, Tues., Sept. 22, Paoletti’s on Main Street in Highlands is having a charity dinner 
for the Hospice House Foundation of  WNC from 5-7 p.m. Cocktails and Casual Grazing 
- $150/person ($100 is tax deductible). A come-as-you-are social cocktail reception with 
hors’dourves and select wines. At 7:30 p.m. it’s Dining for Dignity - $250/person ($150 if  
tax deductible) This will be a relaxed dining experience where patrons choose from a deca-
dent 4-course menu especially selected for the evening. This dining venue is limited – early 
reservations are strongly recommended. Please call 828-526-4906.

Charity dinner and silent auction for  
Hospice House WNC at Paoletti’s on Sept. 22

Connectivity will secure our future
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Stay and Spa 

Enjoy One 50-Minute Spa Treatment Per Person 
and a Complimentary Bottle of Champagne 

Call 828-787-2625 | Or Visit 200Main.com

*Rate varies depending on rooms and dates booked. Does not include tax or gratuity.  
Package available: Sunday - Thursday Nights. Based on Double Occupancy. 

From $420 Per Night for Two People*

A 200 Main Midweek Spa Getaway Package
with The Spa at Old Edwards Inn

...BORDER continued from page 1

• obituary•
William Lee Keener, age 93, of  Highlands, NC, passed away Sunday, August 16, 2015. 

He was born in Fannin Co., GA, the son of  the late William Leander and Nettie Jane Ray 
Keener. He was a general mechanic for DuPont for 25 years, and was a US Navy Vet-
eran of  World War II. He was a loving husband, father, grandfather, great-grandfather. and 
great-great-grandfather. Mr. Keener liked gardening, making furniture, building houses, and 
fishing. He was a member of  Selica United Methodist Church in Transylvania County and 
attended Goldmine Baptist Church. In addition to his parents, he was preceded in death by 
a brother, Len Keener.

He is survived by his wife of  67 years, Allie Price Keener, his six children, Kathryn 
Lee Reece of  Waterloo, SC, Gary Price Keener of  Pisgah Forest, NC, Keith Allan Keener 
of  Hendersonville, NC, Michael Dennis Keener of  Cedar Mountain, NC, Susan Jane Hol-
land of  Brevard, NC and William Wade Keener of  Highlands, NC; three sisters, Ella Mae 
Zoellner and Roberta Dendy both of  Highlands, NC and Betty Dills of  Colorado; twelve 
grandchildren, nine great-grandchildren and one great-great grandchild. 

Memorial services will be held Thursday, August 20, 2015 at 2 pm in the Chapel of  
Bryant-Grant Funeral Home, with Rev. Alton Dendy officiating. The family will receive 
friends from 1-2 p.m., one hour prior to the service at the funeral home.

Online condolences may be made at www.bryantgrantfuneralhome.com. ; Bryant-Grant 
Funeral Home is in charge of  arrangements.

William Lee Keener

Sheriff ’s Department,” Tate told the board 
last month. “Services that everyone in Ma-
con County has to pay for, but we provide 
those services to Jackson County for noth-
ing right now.” 

An agreement isn’t off  the table and 
according to Jackson County Manager 
Chuck Wooten. 

“I think that topic [911/EMS & Solid 
Waste] is something the commissioners are 
willing to continue discussing,” said Woo-
ten. “Obviously, they were interested in 
how the Macon funding for SCC was re-
solved so hopefully we will receive an up-
date from Dr. Tomas in the near future.” 

Earlier this year, Jackson County Com-
missioners said they were upset over Ma-
con County’s decision to decrease funding 
to Southwestern Community College, and 
because of  that, didn’t want to provide Ma-
con with addition funds for services such as 
trash collection and EMS, etc. 

“I know the commissioners were dis-
appointed with the $200,000 reduction in 
support by Macon County for SCC,” said 
Wooten in April. 

Macon County estimates that it spend 
about $200,000 a year providing services 
to homes in Jackson County. Because the 
homes are landlocked by forest service 
lands or by Macon County, it is quicker 
and more sensible for Macon County to re-
spond in the case of  an emergency, some-
thing Macon County officials believe is the 
right thing to do. But it is costing Macon 
County taxpayers money and leaders want 
fair compensation from their neighbors in 
Jackson County. 

Wooten said that he has been talking 
to Macon County Manager Derek Roland, 
and if  an agreement is possible, Wooten 

wants to see a different formula used to cal-
culate what the border issue actually costs. 

“I have continued to have conversa-
tions with Derek Roland and did advise him 
that if  we provided funds for these services 
then the methodology for the allocation 
would be focused on how we fund those 
services in our budget without regard to the 
tax values in the area of  discussion,” said 
Wooten. “Our funding is based upon the re-
sources necessary to perform the service at 
a level satisfactory to our citizens. The only 
time we would use tax values is if  a special 
tax was being levied for a specific service, as 
we have for fire protection.” 

It isn’t just about garbage pickup and 
EMS and law enforcement services. The 
Highlands/Cashiers border is causing con-
fusion regarding taxes – as in who residents 
should pay taxes to. 

Recently, Highlands Commissioner 
Eric Pierson said he got a bill from both 
Macon and Jackson County and wasn’t sure 
who he should pay. Pierson’s property is split 
between the two counties, but he doesn’t 
know where the line is and what county gets 
what portion of  his annual taxes. 

According to Macon County Tax Col-
lector Richard Lightner, the counties send 
bills to border homes based on what per-
centage of  property falls in which county. 
So if  10 percent of  the property is in Macon 
County and the rest is in Jackson, then the 
tax bills for each county should reflect that, 
he said. 

But without a clear understanding 
of  the county line, and since a significant 
amount of  taxes are involved in the pricey 
homes located along the border, Macon and 
Jackson do not always agree on where the 
border line should be drawn. 
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• Highlands Area Dining •

Serving Lunch and Dinner Year-Round.
Gourmet Foods, Full Service Bar
Town Square at 343-D Main St. • Highlands

828-526-4035

Serving Lunch Daily  
11a to 4p

Serving Dinner from 
5:30p 

7 days a week

Coffee • Espresso Drinks
Smoothies • Hot Soup
Paninis • Baked Goods

On Main Street • Highlands
7 days a week • 7a to 6p • 526-0020

Lunch weekdays 11a-4p
Dinner: 7 nights a week 5-9p

For reservations call: 526-4429
Main Street • Highlands

Cyprus International 
Cuisine

Open Year Round 6 days/wk

We Cater!
151 Helen’s Barn Ave., Highlands

Asia House
Japanese • Asian• Thai • Hibachi Cuisine

Open Daily • Closed Tuesdays

21st

100% Mexican Food!
Open 

Monday-Sunday
11a to 10p

526-0608 • 30 Dillard Road • Highlands

Mon, Tues, Thurs. 11a to 10p
Fri., & Sat., 11a to 11p

Sun., noon to 10p
CLOSED WEDNESDAYS

828-787-1680 or 828-787-1900

at The Main Street Inn
270 Main Street (828) 526-2590

7 days for both lunch & dinner
Dinner reservations appreciated

Norma Jean on the guitar in the garden 
Saturday and Sunday

WWW.PAOLETTIS.COM

‘Our 31st Year’
526 • 4906

DINNER
&

BAR 
FROM 
5:00  

EVERY 
EVENING

Paoletti
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Lunch Buffet 
Listed in ‘100 Top Chinese Restaurants in USA’

In-town delivery w/$15 order
Highlands Plaza • 526-5525

Golden China

ONLY

BUFFET 

IN TOWN!

LUNCH: 
11-2:30, M-TH $7.95

Friday: Seafood Buffet $8.95

Wine & Beer • No MSG

Open Monday-Saturday
11a to 9:30p

Menu available, too

828-526-2338

...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah
www.ontheverandah.com

Open for 
Dinner nightly 

at 5:30p.
 Also

Sunday Brunch

US 64 west • Highlands

NOW OPEN 
11am - 9pm 

828-526-5000
595 Franklin Road • Highlands, NC 

Courtyard Cafe & Catering

Fun, Casual Fare
Burgers of all kinds • Salads • Wraps

Smoothies • Hot & Cold Soups 
Sweet or Savory Pastry Hand Pies • Desserts

Open 6 days a week
Mon.-Fri.: 10:30a to 5:30 • Sat.: 9a to 8p 

Get your “Music in the Park Picnic” fare HERE!

828-526-4188 • 470 Oak Street

Wine & Beer

Serving Dinner from 5:30p • Tuesday - Sunday 
Sunday Brunch 11a to 2p

531 Smallwood Ave – on Harris Lake
www.lakesiderestaurant.info • 828-526-9419

A unique fine dining experience on Harris 
Lake in Highlands featuring fresh seafood, 
an extensive wine list and excellent service.

Seafood Fridays at Creekside
Introducing our Seafood Extravaganza

Tender Lobster,
Steamed Snow Crab,

Shrimp Scampi,
Jumbo Fried Shrimp,

Fries or 
Sauteed Veggies with 

Bread and Salad
Reservations necessary for this platter • 828-526-9822

Full Dinner Menu also available
451 N. 4th St., 

Mountain Brook 
Center

Highlands

470 Skyline Lodge Drive 
828-526-2121

Reservations appreciated but not 
required

Altitudes 
Restaurant

at Skyline Lodge
Fine Dining with a View!

Full Bar, wine & beer

Open for Dinner
Wed. thru Sat.  

& Brunch Sunday

Prepared to order by Chef Kirtis

Wednesday & Thursday  
Early Bird Specials 5-7p!

All you can eat  
Soup & Salad • $16.95

Chicken in coconut/curry sauce  
• $17.95

Skewered Shrimp scampi on 
buttered linguine • $18.95

Pan seared Cajun Trout • $19.95
Maple Dijon Glazed Pork  

Tenderloin • $20.95
• 12 oz. Ribeye • $21.95

Appetizer Specials:
Shrimp & scallop endive salad

• $17
Lobster mac & cheese • $17

Entree Specials:
Crab crusted grouper • $30
Pan fired snapper w/sherry 

beurre blanc • $30
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• Highlands Area Dining •

Open for 
Breakfast and Lunch EVERYDAY • 9a to 3p

Dinner, Thurs., Fri. & Sat. • 5:30p until
Sunday 9a to 2:30p

(Closed Wednesdays)
Homemade Desserts • Gluten Free Pizza 

& Desserts Available • Catering, Too!

20 Old Mud Creek Rd, Scaly Mtn.

828-526-0803

Open
Mon, Thurs, Fri, Sat: 11a to 7p

Tues, Wed: 11a to 3p
Closed Sunday

Open 7 days a week from 11 a.m.
365 Main Street • Highlands • 526-5660

Specialty Sandwiches, Hot Dogs & Salads, 
Domestic & Imported Beers

6”•10”•14”•16”•20”pies

Hand-tossed - thick, thin, pan
Gluten-free & Whole Wheat, too

Sports Page 
Sandwich Shoppe

Monday:Saturday
Breakfast: 7:30:10:30am 

Lunch: Until 2:30pm

Serving Breakfast & Lunch.

Full cooked-to-order breakfast &
Daily Lunch Specials.

314 main Street, Highlands
(828) 526-3555

When in Franklin think ....

All You Can Eat
Lunch Buffet • $7.99 Dinner Buffet • $10.99

Sunday All Day Buffet • $10.99
To-Go Buffet

Lunch $4.29/lb. • Dinner $4.99/lb.
Dine-In & Carry-out Menu Selections

828-349-9800

109 Commons Dr., Franklin 
(next to the Super Walmart)

Open 7 days 
11a to 9:30-10p
asian-king-franklin-nc.com

$1 OFF 
per Adult 
Lunch or 

Dinner 
Buffet w/
coupon. 

Dine In Only

“A curious mind knows no bounds” 
U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S

*The cost for all lectures is $25 members/$35 non-
members For more about classes at The Center for Life 
Enrichment stop by our office in the lower level of the 
Peggy Crosby Center at 348 S. 5th Street, call 828-526-
8811 or visit www.clehighlands.com

• WHO ARE WE? THE BIRTH AND 
MIGRATION OF HOMO SAPIENS: Friday, 
Aug. 21 Time: 10-12 For decades theories about 
human evolution proliferated in the absence of hard 
evidence, but now human genetic data banks are 
large enough to put assumptions to the test. Robert 
Anemone head of the Anthropology Department at 
UNC Greensboro will look at the latest evidence of 
the origin and development of our species. 

 • APPLE IWORKS: OFFICE SUITE FOR 
IPAD, IPHONE, AND MAC PRODUCTS: 
Friday, Aug. 21 Time 10:30-3:30 Cost $70/$80 Nigel 
Sixsmith will teach you how to use Pages and how 
to word process on your Mac and Apple product.

• WHAT ARE OLD PEOPLE FOR? TO 
CHANGE THE WORLD! :Tuesday, Aug. 25 Time: 
10-12 How does the world view the swelling ranks 
of the elderly? In our society aging is viewed as far 
from flattering but Nell Martin is going to share the 
positives of aging as well as how to create an inspired 
life filled with meaning as you age.

• THE RISE OF THE INDIVIDUAL AND 
THE QUEST FOR MEANING: Wed., Aug. 26 
Time: 2-4 This lecture will reflect on the teachings 
of some of history’s greatest thinkers and their 
impact ethically, culturally, spiritually, economically on 
individuals and society. Presenter Michelle Sorensen 
is an Assistant Professor in the Department of 
Philosophy and Religion at WCU

• WHAT IS VISIONARY ART?: Thur. Aug. 
27 Time: 4-5 Cost $10 Independent curator and 
author Tom Patterson will look at the full spectrum 
of visionary artists and examine the driving force and 
source of their art: their unconventionally intense 
imaginations. This program is offered in conjunction 
with the Bascom’s exhibition Lands Beyond: Other 
Worldly Landscapes and Visionary Topographies curated 
by Patterson.

• HISTORY OF THE FOLK MUSIC 
REVIVAL: Friday, Aug. 28 Time: 1-3 Looking for 
an enjoyable and entertaining way to spend the 
afternoon? Join folklorist David A. Brose as he takes 
you on a  fun journey through the history of folk 
music through lecture/demonstration with samplings 
of folk favorites  from The Kingston Trio, Peter, Paul 
and Mary and more. Brose has been the folklorist at 
John C. Campbell Folk School since 1991.
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•the FreDster•

Fred Wooldridge

Do you remember the over-the-top tacky 
column I wrote recently about the 
smell of  sexually aroused camel slob-

ber being a sensual fragrance? I know, I know, 
you’re trying to forget it. Well I wanna go on 
record to inform my readers I made the whole 
thing up. Are you stunned? 

That’s what we satire writers do! We stretch 
the truth. But this column is for real….kind 
of….well, most of  it….it has nothing to do with 
camel froth, currently sold by the bottle in Abu 
Dhabi. See me if  you want some. This column 
will be about as close as I ever get to the truth.

Just when I thought I had seen and heard 
it all, I went to a bridge game recently and was informed 
by one of  the head gurus that the wearing of  perfume or 
cologne is prohibited. Oh no, I thought, I’ll not be able to 
wear my sexually aroused camel slobber to the games? It’s 
OK because I don’t think it was working anyway.

Evidently, bridge leaders are allowed to control the 
wearing of  fragrances at the games. So don’t ya love it? Just 
when I thought there was nothing left for me to make fun 
of, the ACBL gives me ammo by controlling the wearing of  
fragrances. Was it Hitler or Stalin who had a similar rule? 
I’m telling you, ya gotta love the ACBL as they’ll take over 
the world if  ISIS doesn’t blow us all up first. Fun, fun, fun!

And what makes it all sooooo much fun is that ACBL 
leaders take all of  this stuff  serious while I could care less if  
the sun comes up tomorrow….or not. But what usually ini-
tiates such a rule is that someone complains and the bridge 
leaders must comply and make an announcement.

What may have started this entire hubbub is that this 
very nice little gal recently showed up for a bridge game 
smelling of  gasoline. Could I make this up? I was not of-
fended by the smell as I love the smell of  gasoline. 

She apologized immediately for the smell and ex-
plained she was filling her gas tank just before the game 
and thought she heard the auto-fill switch kick off. When 
she snatched the gas nozzle from her tank she realized it 
hadn’t and it spewed gasoline all over her car, her clothes 
and skin. She raced home, took a shower, changed clothes 
and headed for the game. But she still stunk of  gasoline. 

WOW, did she have gas! ... Could I make this up?
Now we lovingly call her “Esso.” 

And for those bridge players concerned 
this might happen to them, do the following. 
Buy a large container of  Quaker Oats and a 
swimming snorkel. If  you ever get soaked with 
gas, race home, fill your bathtub with water and 
dump the entire container of  oats into the wa-
ter. Get naked, stick the snorkel in your mouth, 
take a selfie and enter the tub. An infected soak-
er must remain totally under water for at least 
five minutes for the oats to take effect. Maybe 
the ABCL should distribute a handout on this. 
Wadayathink?

And to solve this fragrance problem during 
bridge games, specially appointed bridge “sniffers” should 
be posted at every entrance to the bridge room. After pay-
ing the designated fee (it changes each game) the player ap-
proaches the entrance to the bridge room and is met by a 
designated ACBL “sniffer,” a person specially trained and 
appointed by the bridge guru to smell each player. 

WARNING: Do not confuse these sniffers with the 
pencil police. Pencil police do not have the authority to 
sniff  you and should they try they should be reported to the 
ACBL immediately.

Here’s another thing to keep in mind. If  a pencil po-
liceman is groping you in search of  pencils and during the 
course of  that groping, smells a fragrance on a player, he 
must immediately report this offense to an official sniffer. 
Are you writing this down? 

And finally, the ACBL may be considering a political 
move I totally approve of. They may ban the derogatory 
term “NO TRUMP” from their vocabulary and replace it 
with “OUTDO.” Using this example, the bid will be “ONE 
OUTDO” instead of  “ONE NO TRUMP.” Kudos should 
go out to the ACBL for considering this important political 
move. 

Now if  we can only get the “spade” word, a definite 
racial slur, changed to “shovel,” we will have arrived….to 
where I’m not sure. 

NOTE: Fred is running around Highlands with a few 
copies of  his insane book, “I’m Moving Back to Mars.” Stop 
him and ask him about it.

Macon County Schools Social Workers Annie Breedlove 
Wishon and Marci Holland have taken on a new project for 
this school year. Their goal is to start a clothing closet for all 
students of  Macon County Schools.

Some schools already have a small clothing closet for 
their individual schools, however, often times more items or 
different sizes may be needed throughout the year.

There are many, many students in the district who are in 
need of  various clothing items – socks, shoes, book bags, etc. 

Keep in mind, Macon County Schools serves preschool 
through 12th grade. Therefore, all size – new or used will 
be accepted.

To make a donation, drop items off  at any Macon 
County Schools campus. Annie or Marci will pick up the items 
and make distributions to students as necessary. 

To contact Annie or Marci directly, email them at an-
nie.wishon@macon.k12.nc.us or marci.holland@macon.
k12.nc.us

New ‘Clothes Closet’ is set to 
help clothe and accessorize 

needy students

 At 2pm on Wednesday, August 26, the Interlude 
Concert Series which is sponsored by First Presbyterian 
Church and the Episcopal Church of  the Incarnation will 
feature Trio Carolina with Dr. Oral Moses, bass-baritone. 
The concert will take place at First Presbyterian Church 
Members of  Trio Carolina are Tacy Edwards, flutist; Kelly 
O’Dell, oboist; and Dr. Rosylyn Floyd, pianist.

There is no admission charge for the Interlude con-
certs, which constitute a ministry in music to the commu-
nity. Dress is casual – come as you are. First Presbyterian 
Church is located at the corner of  Main and Fifth Streets. 
Handicapped accessible entrances are located on Church 
Street and on Fifth Street.

August 26 Interlude is at First Presbyterian Church

Studio 1 block east of Main St. on Carolina Way

Member International Association of Yoga Therapy

Upcoming
AUG 23rd • FLOW FEST:

YOGA AND RIVER AWARENESS
with musical guests from Atlanta

Blue Spirit Wheel
An Afternoon Benefit  

for the Chattooga Conservancy
1 to 6pm, Concert at 4pm
Tickets on-sale now for music

828-526-8880

Learn yoga to help specific structural 
imbalances.  

Schedule a Private Yoga Therapy  
Session to improve ease, grace, and  

self-confidence. 
Learn more at www.YogaHighlands.com



$9.99
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tion through June 30, 2016, the 
district will need to hire a number 
of  interim or temporary TAs to 
cover some of  the lower grades. 

“These would be paid for out 
of  local funds along with any oth-
er critical needs that might arise as 
a result of  the year-long continu-
ing resolution. Obviously, this sce-
nario will further deplete our fund 
balance,” he said. 

Since voucher allocations de-
plete the state’s funding pool, Ma-
con County was one of  the many 
counties in the state who joined a 
law suit again the state’s voucher 
program, pleading with the state 
to fully fund public education in-
stead. 

Highlands School principal 
Brian Jetter agrees.

“My opinion on vouchers 
is that public money should not 
go to schools that can ‘screen 
out’ students, operate to produce 
a profit, operate to proselytize, 
or that do not have transparent 
finances, as required by public 
schools,” he said. 

In 2013, state legislatures de-
veloped the Opportunity Schol-
arship Program, which provides 
scholarships of  up to $4,200 a 
year for low-income families to 
send their children to the school 
of  their choice. 

Quickly after the new legis-
lation become official, the legal 
challenges on the issue began. 

The fate of  the program was 
up to the state’s Supreme Court, 
which ruled earlier this month 
that the vouchers were constitu-
tional despite conflicting court 
opinions. 

The state’s Supreme Court 
pulled the voucher case from the 
state’s court of  appeals, and al-
though it was slated to be heard 
there first, the highest law in the 
state went ahead and voted 4-3 in 
favor of  the program. 

“Our review is limited to a 
determination of  whether plain-
tiffs have demonstrated that the 
program legislation plainly and 
clearly violates our constitution,” 
Chief  Justice Mark Martin wrote 
for the majority. “Plaintiffs have 
made no such showing in this 
case. Accordingly, the trial court 
erred in declaring the Opportu-
nity Scholarship Program uncon-
stitutional.”

In August 2014, State Superi-

or Judge Robert Hobgood deemed 
the program as unconstitutional. 
“The General Assembly fails the 
children of  North Carolina when 
they are sent with public taxpayer 
money to private schools that have 
no legal obligation to teach them 
anything,” Hobgood said last year.

Reversing Hobgood’s ruling, 
the Supreme Court voted that ac-
cording to the North Carolina 
constitution, the state “specifically 
envisions that children in our state 
may be educated by means outside 
of  the public school system.”

Now that the program is 
the law of  the land, the number 
of  vouchers being allocated have 
nearly doubled. 

With a little more than $10 
million spent on the program last 
year, more funds are likely to make 
expansion possible in the coming 
year. 

State officials have already 
awarded 2,642 scholarships for 
the 2015–‘16 school year, com-
pared to 1,216 during the 2014–‘15 
school year. There is a waiting list 
for those who haven’t heard yet, 
which could mean an additional 
1,700 vouchers awarded once the 
state releases its fiscal year budget. 

In addition to expanding the 
number of  vouchers allocated, 
program supporters are now ral-
lying to alter the income eligibility 
guidelines so more families can 
apply for the funds, not just low 
income families. 

Previously, program eligibility 
was based on income guidelines 
for the free and reduced school 
lunch program. For example, a 
family of  four was eligible this past 
school year if  their income was no 
more than $43,568.

For the 2015-’16 school year, 
the income eligibility has already 

been raised to 33 percent above 
the limit for receiving a reduced-
price school lunch. For a family of  
five, that equates to an income of  
up to $69,903.

The North Carolina State 
Education Assistance Authority 
reports that Macon County has 
seen an increase in the number of  
voucher applicants this year. 

Last year, no Macon County 
students received a voucher, yet so 
far this year, 33 applicants have ap-
plied. 

Across the state, last year 
there were 333 non-public schools 
eligible to receive voucher stu-
dents, and that number has also 
grown for this year, reaching 350. 

Macon County has one 

school eligible to receive voucher 
students – Trimont Christian 
Academy. The State Education 
Assistance Authority reports that 
Trimont has received 29 appli-
cants for the vouchers for 2015-
‘16. 

Like Trimont, the majority 
of  the private schools that will be 
receiving state funded vouchers 
in the coming year are religious 
schools, something opponents 
raised during the legislative battle 
that played out over the last two 
years. 

In the coming year, the top 
27 schools receiving the most 
number of  voucher applicants are 
all religious school and include 
Christian and Islamic schools. 
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• See DEATH PENALTY page 11

World Tour Menues Weekly
Dog Friendly Sundeck

Open 7 days a week for Dinner
Lunch Served Weekends 11a to 4p

One year after Charles Andrew Co-
chran escaped from the Macon County 
Detention Center and began a crime spree 
that resulted in the murder of  71-year-old 
Day Williamson, in court Tuesday, Aug. 18, 
District Attorney Ashley Welch informed 
the court that the state would be seeking the 
death penalty in the case. 

Tuesday afternoon, Cochran appeared 
before Superior Court Judge Bill Coward. 
Welch told the court if  Cochran pleaded 
guilty to 1st degree murder, the state would 
offer a sentence of  life in prison rather than 
the death penalty. After Cochran and his 
lawyer David Belser deliberated in private, 
Belser said Cochran was not ready to plead 
guilty. 

Charges against Cochran include 1st 
degree murder, 1st degree arson, assault by 
strangulation, felony larceny, larceny of  a 
firearm, and possession of  a firearm by a 
felon.

Attorney Belser requested Judge Cow-
ard to delay the hearing a month so he could 
work with Cochran in hopes of  reaching a 
resolution. 

Welch said since the case is a year old, 
and the Williamson’s family had sat in court 
all day, they deserved a resolution. 

Welch’s intentions were clear.
“I want to tell Cochran publicly here in 

the courtroom that if  he walks out of  here 
after 2:30 p.m. and wants to plead guilty, it 
will be too late,” said Welch. “The deal will 
be off  the table.”

Judge Coward allowed Cochran and 
Belser to meet privately again at 2:11 p.m. 
to discuss the option After a short recess, 
they returned to the courtroom at 2:25 p.m. 
and informed Judge Coward that no resolu-
tion has been reached. 

Attorney Belser motioned for the 
judge to give the case another month, while 
Welch petitioned for a Rule 24 hearing to 
be conducted immediately. 

A Rule 24 hearing is a hearing before a 
judge in first-degree murder cases. The pur-
pose is to determine whether the State will 
seek the death penalty in the case.

Coward denied the motion to continue 
the case and moved forward with Rule 24 
proceedings. 

“The state has found more than one 
aggravating circumstance in this case based 
on the evidence we have been presented 
and because of  that, we will be seeking the 
death penalty,” declared DA Welch.

State is seeking the death penalty for 
Cochran in murder case
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field perfected, and everything finally in 
place, we couldn’t think of  a better way to 
say thank you than to give our citizens the 
opportunity to have the “first look,” said 
Derek Roland, Macon County Manager. 
“Without the support of  the Macon Coun-
ty community, this project would not have 
been possible. This is their facility and Ma-
con County is honored to be able to show it 
to them for the first time.”

The Parker Meadows Recreation 
Complex is a world-class recreation facility 
located on 48 acres in Franklin. The $3.6 
million public park features an 8-field, dou-
ble-cloverleaf  baseball/softball complex 
with a walking track, multi-use field and 
playground.

Just a couple weeks following the un-
veiling the new park to the community, the 
Macon County Parks and Recreation staff  
will host the park’s first ball tournament 
on September 12 when Macon County will 
play host to the United States Fastpitch As-
sociation’s Girls Softball Tournament. 

After the first tournament and with 
the exception of  one weekend, the Parker 
Meadows Recreation Complex is booked 
every weekend through the end of  Octo-
ber with softball and baseball tournaments 
expected to bring hundreds of  teams from 
across the southeast to  Franklin.

According to MC Economic Develop-
ment Director Tommy Jenkins, the com-
plex will be directly responsible for injecting 
thousands of  dollars into Macon County. 

Hosting a two-day, 24-team tourna-
ment could mean a local economic impact 
of  $259,500; a two-day 48-team tourna-
ment could mean a total local economic 
impact of  $519,000.

 “In the planning stages of  this project 
engineers who were working with us told us 
there was no way we could bring this facility 

The Parker Meadows Recreation Complex is located on 48 acres in Franklin. The $3.6 million 
public park features an 8-field, double-cloverleaf baseball/softball complex with a walking track, 
multi-use field and playground.

for less than $6 million dollars,’’ said Roland. 
“Even though we encountered obstacles 
along the way; we were still able to come in 
well below preliminary estimates. This could 
not have happened without the hard work 
and dedication of  Macon County staff, con-
tractors and design professionals working 
on this project. At the end of  the day, each 
of  these groups had one goal in mind: Build 
the best recreation park in our region, at the 
lowest price possible. On August 25, 2015 
we will be delighted to show you that we 
have done exactly that.”

The public is invited out to the park 
on August 25 for “Parker Meadows Under 
the Lights” for self-guided park tours, a free 
hotdog dinner, ribbon cutting, and live en-
tertainment from Josh Beasly.

Since the state is seeking the death pen-
alty, Cochran will now be appointed a second 
counsel moving forward. 

His next court appearance is on the No-
vember court calendar. Although Cochran is 
expected to appear in court in November, to 
give his new counsel adequate time to review 
the case, it is unlikely that anything will be 
decided then. 

While on trash detail at the detention 
center on Thursday, July 30, 2014, Cochran, 
21, of  Franklin, was able to escape custody 
after running into a deeply wooded area next 
to the detention center and disappear. He 
remained on the run for five days before be-
ing captured. While evading police, Cochran 
was charged with the strangulation of  Wil-
liamson. He also burned down her home in 
Burningtown. 

...DEATH PENALTY 
from page 10
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•highLanDs area events •

Renovation SALE
Open everyday until sundown

828-526-4818 • 228 S. 3rd Street
(Corner of 3rd and Spring behind the Methodist Church)

COREY JAMES GALLERY

25% to 75% OFF!
Bronzes, fountains, paintings,antiques and all kinds of collectibles!

Mon.-Sat.
• Nantahala Tennis Club meets at 9a.m 

to noon each day. All visitors welcome.
Sun. - Tues.
• Movies at the Playhouse: 2, 5 & 8 

p.m. Call 526-2685 for weekly movie. 
Mondays
• Shortoff Baptist Church hosts a 

non-denominational Men’s Meeting the 
first Monday night of each month at 7 pm 
and all men are invited to attend. 

Mon. & Wed.
• Zumba with Mary K. Barbour at the 

Rec Park from noon to 1p. For more infor-
mation, call 828.342.2498. 

• Donation Based Family Fitness Class 
at The Nature Center every Monday at 
noon and Wednesday at 7pm for Teens 
and Adults,

Mon., Wed., Fri.
• Heart Healthy Exercise Class Mon-

day, Wednesday and Friday 8:30am-9:30am
• Aerobics with Tina Rogers 8-9a.
First Tuesdays
• The monthly family support group 

for those with family members, friends,or 
loved ones living with the challenge of 
mental illness meets the first Tuesday of 
each month, 7p.m. at Memorial United 
Methodist Church, 4668 Old Murphy 
Road, Franklin. This group is sponsored by 
the local affiliate of NAMI (National Alli-
ance on Mental Illness).For more informa-
tion: Ann 828 369-7385 

Tuesdays
• Growing Stronger Together - A sup-

port and learning group for women who 
have physical or mental difficulties includ-
ing depression or high stress. $5 per ses-
sion. Meets weekly on Tuesdays through 
August 4 at the Peggy Crosby Center, 
Rm.203. Led by Bonnie Gramlich, LPC and 

sponsored by HUMC and the Counseling 
and Psychotherapy Center of Highlands. 
Call 828.342.0546 to register or for more 
info.

• FREE Community Table Dinner at the 
Community Bldg. at 6p. 

• FREE Yoga in the K-H Founders Park 
Tuesdays from 6-7 p.m. Bring the whole fam-
ily (along with a towel and a bottle of water) 
for a gentle, community stretch! 

2nd and 4th Tuesdays
• OccupyWNC meets at the Jackson 

County Justice Center. For more infor-
mation, visit www.occupywnc.org or call 
828.331.1524 

Tuesday and Thursdays
• Zumba with Connie at the Rec Park 

will resume Tuesday, Sept. 15. at 8a. $5.
• Pickle ball is played from 9:30-11a in 

the gym at the Rec Park.
1st Wednesdays
• Family Movies at the Hudson Library 

at 3:15pm. Call 828-526-3031 for titles.
2nd Wednesdays
• General Audience Movies at Hudson 

Library at 2pm. Call 828-526-3031 for titles.
Wednesdays
• Children’s Book of the Month Club 

and Story Hour with Nonnie (Diane 
McPhail) at Shakespeare & Company in Vil-
lage Square at 11 a.m.

• Live music at Satulah Mountain Brew-
ing Company with Jimandi, a local duo, 7:30-
10:30p.

Thursdays
• Storytimes with Miss Deanna at Hud-

son Library 10:40 am. Open to the public. 
• Weight Watchers support group 

meets every Thursday at 6pm at the Ca-
shiers Community Center. Questions? Call 
Lisa 828-506-3555.

• NAMI Support Group for individu-

als dealing with mental illness: depression, 
bipolar, schizophrenia, etc. and the family 
members of individuals dealing with these 
challenges from 7 – 8:15 pm. Call Donita for 
more info (828) 526-9510.

• Free lectures at the Highlands Nature 
Center, 930 Horse Cove Road in Highlands 
at 6:30 p.m. For more information, call (828) 
526-2221.

2nd Thursdays
• Sapphire Valley Needlepoint Guild 

meets at the Highlands Rec Park at 10 a.m. 
3rd Thursdays
• Kidney Smart Classes in Franklin: Ev-

ery 3rd Thursday of month, 4:30pm-6pm, 
Angel Medical Center, Video Conference 
Room, 3rd Floor, 120 Riverview Street, 
Contact Majestic 828-369-9474

• Kidney Smart Classes in Sylva: Every 
3rd Thursday of month, 7:30am-9am, DaVita 
Sylva Dialysis Center, 655 Asheville Highway, 
Contact Sue 828-631-0430

Last Fri. of each month
• Community Coffee with Mayor Pat 

Taylor from 11a to noon at The Hudson 
Library.

Fridays and Saturdays: 
• The Highlands Historical Museum is 

open every Friday and Saturday from 9 a.m. 
– 4 p.m.. On display is a Botanical History 
of the Highlands Plateau, a gallery of local 
photographs by George Masa, and presenta-
tions of Mary Lapham’s TB Sanatorium, the 
Moccasin War of 1885, Abraham Lincoln’s 
alleged origins, Joe Webb’s tools, and books 
and DVDs about Highlands history. For 
more information, email highlandshistory@
nctv.com. 

Fridays
• Live music in Town Square from 6-8p.
Saturdays
• Highlands Marketplace in K-H Found-

ers Park on Pine Street from 9a to 2p.
• Children’s Story Hour with Nonnie 

(Diane McPhail) at Shakespeare & Com-
pany in Village Square at 11 a.m.

• At MountainTop Wine Shoppe on 
Main Street, free wine tasting from 1-3 p.m.

• Music in the K-H Founders Park 
from 6-8p. Bring a picnic. 

Through Aug. 22
• At the Highlands Playhouse, First 

Date. Wed.-Sat., at 8 p.m. and Sat. & Sun. at 
2 p.m. for Tickets call 828-526-2695. 

Thurs.-Sun, Aug. 13-16
• Bascom in Bloom. Thurs: Horticul-

ture Lecture Series and Demonstrations. 
FREE. Open all day. Fri. & Sat., Aug. 14-15, 
Bascom in Bloom Flower Show. Demon-
straton and Champagne Luncheon. Tickets 
are $85 per person. Sun., Aug. 16, Benefac-
tor Party: Music by The Tams and dinner by 
award winning Avalon Catering. For more 
information, call 828-4526-4949. 

Thurs., Aug. 20
• Highlands School orientation from 

4-6p. Open House for ALL students.
• The Zahner Conservation Lecture 

Series at 6:30 in the Nature Center of the 
Highlands Biological Station. Please join us 
for a talk by Dr. Cheryl Waters-Tormey, 
Associate Professor, Western Carolina 
University entitled: “Energy Literacy and 
How “Fracking” (High Volume Slickwater 
Hydraulic Fracturing) Fits In, North Caro-
lina and Beyond.”

Friday, August 21
• Eco Tour: “Serpentine Barrens,” 

Join Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust as we 
explore a unique ecosystem within the 
Nantahala National Forest and learn more 
about its inhabitants from your herpetolo-
gist and botanist guides. $35 new friends 
includes the guided hike, lunch on the trail 
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•highLanDs events •
and a year membership to Highlands-
Cashiers Land Trust! HCLT members: 
$10. Reservations required: Julie.hitrust@
earthlink.net, 526-1111. 

Fri., Aug. 21
• The High Mountain Squares will 

host their “All Gospel Music Dance,” this 
Friday night at the Macon County Com-
munity Building, GA Road (441 South), 
Franklin NC from 6:30 to 9 PM. Dr. Jim 
Duncan from Otto, NC will be the caller. 
We dance Western Style Square Danc-
ing, main/stream and plus levels. Everyone 
is welcome. Classes will start September 
14th. 

Sat., Aug. 22
• The Highlands Plateau Greenway 

will conduct its monthly work day from 9a 
– noon this Saturday. If you are interested 
in participating, please email Ran Shaffner 
at highlandsgreenway@nctv.com or leave 
a message at 828-526-5622. We’ll meet at 
the large upper parking lot (near the pool 
entrance) in the Recreation Park at 9:00 
AM for a brief orientation session, and you 
will be furnished with the necessary tools 
and safety equipment. 

• The Laurel Garden Club kitchen 
tour from 9a to 3p. Tickets go on sale May 
1 at The Dry Sink, 450 Main Street in High-
lands, and online at www.laurelgardenclub-
highlands.com. Tickets are $65 each.

• Relay for Life 5K and Kids Glo Fun 
Run at 6 p.m. First 50 People to register 
will receive an event shirt. Race day reg-
istration begins at 5:30 PM. Kid’s Glo Fun 
Run will start at 6 p.m. Relay For Life 5k 
Glo Run will start at 7:15 p.m. $20 Adult 
Registration if done by August 14th. $10 
Kids Glo Fun Run Pre-registration by Au-
gust 14th. Tassee Shelter on the Greenway 

Sunday, Aug. 23
• The Highlands Plateau Green-

way will conduct its monthly work 
day from 9a – noon this Saturday, 
August 22nd. If you are interested in 
participating, please email Ran Shaff-
ner at highlandsgreenway@nctv.
com or leave a message at 828-526-
5622. We’ll meet at the large upper 
parking lot (near the pool entrance) 
in the Recreation Park at 9a for a 
brief orientation session, and you 
will be furnished with the necessary 
tools and safety equipment. 

• At K-H Founders Park and Yoga 
Highlands, FLOW: Yoga and River festival 
to benefit the Chattooga Conservancy 
from 1-6 p.m. Meditation classes, river up-
date, healing arts silent auction. Collabora-
tion with Cashiers Valley Fusion, Highland 
Hiker and Yoga Highlands. Special Concert 
with Blue Spirit Wheel! $10 online tickets. 

www.bluespiritwheel.com/events/. Dona-
tions for mini-classes and silent auction sup-
port Chattooga Conservancy.

• Art for the love of Hospice at Carpe 
Diem Farms, 4-7 p.m..Casual Attire suggest-
ed. Ticets are $50. Call 828-524-8261.

Mon., Aug. 24
• Noted photographers and videogra-

phers Ed and Cindy Boos will present “Wild 
Critter Adventures” in photos and commen-
tary at the Hudson Library in Highlands. This 
group of photos was taken in Bosque del 
Apache in New Mexico, Bear River in Utah, 
Yellowstone and Kenya as well as Highlands. 
The program begins at 7:30 p.m. with light 
refreshments at 7 p.m. Please enter through 
the rear door.

• The Jackson County Republican party 
will meet on Monday, at 6:30 PM at Ryan’s in 
Sylva, Come earlier to eat. The guest speaker 
is Deon Dunn, who will speak for Senator 
Ted Cruz, Republicans, unaffiliated voters 
and others interested are invited to at-
tend For Jackson County GOP information, 
please call Ralph Slaughter @ 828 743-6491 
or email: jacksonctygop@yahoo.com. Like 
us on Facebook at Jackson County Repub-
lican Party.

Tuesday, August 25
• Free Interlude Concert Series at the 

Presbyterian Church at 2 p.m. Trio Carolina 
with Oral Moses, bass-baritone.

• Village Nature Series: “Bug Apetit!” – 
a “tasteful” presentation about insects with 
Zack Lemann. Zack Lemann, Chief Entomol-
ogist at The Audubon Insectarium in New 
Orleans. No reservations are necessary, ev-
eryone is welcome, rain or shine. Programs 
begin at 5:30 PM and usually last about an 
hour. All programs are family friendly.

• The 2015 Ladies Night Out Program, 
the topic will be General Health. We will 
have a speaker discussing general health 
topics and concerns. If you bring donations 
for Kids Place you will receive an extra door 
prize ticket. Please bring shelf stable foods/
drink and paper goods such as paper towels, 
napkins, plates and cups. This program will be 
held in the cafeteria at AMC two times this 
date. One will be at 4 p.m. and one will be 
at 6:30 p.m., so you can choose which one 
you want to attend. The same presentation 
will be given at both meetings. All women 
are invited to attend one of these meetings 
and are asked to encourage all the women 
in their life, who are over the age of 13 years, 
to attend with them.

Aug. 27 – Sept. 6
• At the Highlands Playhouse, “End of 

the Rainbow.” For tickets, call 828-526-2695.
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“The Coolest Golf Course in Georgia”

• High Elevations with Cool Summer Temperatures and Incredible Views
• Par 72 Championship Course stretching 6,900 yards of Peaks and Valleys

• Open Daily, Year-Round with Attractive Golf Rates.
• Golf Club Rentals Available. 

• 20 Minutes from Highlands, NC

For Tee Times call 706-746-5302 
Or Book Online at 

www.skyvalleycountryclub.com

•highLanDs area events •
• HCP presents Vanya & Sonia & Ma-

sha & Spike at the Performing Arts Center. 
For ticket information call 828-526-8084.

Sat., Aug. 29
• Jackson County Parks and Recre-

ation and Chinquapin to host 3rd Annual 
Cashiers Trail Mix trail run and team ad-
venture mud run -- a 5 mile competitive 
trail run over diverse terrain or a 3.1762 
mile team adventure run including ob-
stacles, mud, and much more! The athlete 
may sign up for one or both events and 
must have a team of four for the adven-
ture run. For more information visit http://
www.cashierstrailmix.com or call Jackson 
County Parks and Recreation Department 
at 828.631.2020. 

Sat.-Sun., Aug. 29 & 30
• Highlands Village Square Art & Craft 

Show. Regional artisans, music, food. 10 - 5 
in Kelsey-Hutchinson Park on Pine Street, 
downtown Highlands. Admission free. 
Sponsored by Macon County Art Assn. 
Call (828) 787-2021 for info.

Sat & Sun., Sept. 5-6
• Fall Arts & Crafts Show at the Vil-

lage Green in Cashiers. 10am - 5pm (Rain 
or Shine. More than 70 exhibiting artisans 
and good food. Admission is free but dona-
tions will be accepted to benefit area non-
profits. Sponsored by the Rotary Club of 
Cashiers Valley. 

Sat., Sept. 6
• At Cliffside Lake, Live Birds of Prey 

with Michael Skinnner with the Balsam 
Mountain Trust at 11 a.m. Program on the 
patio at Cliffside Lake. No pets allowed. 

Please arrive 15 minutes prior to program. 
Free by $4/vehicle admission to recreation 
area.

Thursday, Sept. 10 
• Dahlia Festival Patron Party. 6:30 p.m. 

at the Hudson House, Highlands Country 
Club. Mexican Fiesta with Live Mariachi 
Band. Tickets $125. For more details, go to 
www.highlandshistory.com or call the High-
lands Historical Society at (828) 787-1050. 
Proceeds raised by the Festival underwrite 
the upkeep of the Prince House, the oldest 
home within the town of Highlands.

Sat., Sept. 12
• Highlands’ 5th Annual Dahlia Festival. 

1- 5 p.m. at the Highlands Rec Park & Civic 
Center. All dahlia enthusiasts are urged to 
join in the competition. Prizes will be pre-
sented in multiple categories. It is to cel-
ebrate the beauty and enjoyment of these 
gorgeous flowers that grow so well in our 
beautiful mountains. Come and bring your 
blooms to share with other dahlia lovers. 
Public admission $5 at the door.. Exhibi-
tor fee $10. Live Music (Dulcimer players 
2 – 3:30 p.m.) Refreshments and Actors in 
Period Costumes at the Highland Historical 
Museum

Sun., Sept. 13
• The 23rd Annual Bel Canto Recital 

will again present a quartet of renowned 
singers from the world of opera – Jennifer 
Black, Audrey Babcock, mezzo-soprano, Jon-
athan Burton, tenor, and Mark Walters, bari-
tone. Don’t miss this year’s performance! If 
you have any questions, please call us at 828 
526 5213 or email at highlandsbelcanto@

gmail.com.
Thursday, Sept. 17
• Eco Tour: “Bald Rock.” Join High-

lands-Cashiers Land Trust on this special 
access hike to the summit of “Old Bald” 
through Camp Merrie-Woode. You’ll have 
the chance to see and learn about a number 
of rare plants from your botanist guide and 
be rewarded with a grand view from above. 
$35 new friends includes the guided hike, 
lunch on the trail and a year membership 
to Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust! HCLT 
members: $10. Reservations required: Julie.
hitrust@earthlink.net, 526-1111. Together 
we are saving mountains: www.hicashlt.org.

Sept. 18-20
• At the Highlands Playhouse, 2015 

Highlands Playhouse Classic Film Festi-
val celebrating 1939 -- Cinema’s Greatest 
Movie Year. For more information, call 828-
526-2695

Tues., Sept. 22
• Paoletti’s Reataurant is having a char-

ity dinner for the Hospice House Founda-
tion of WNC from 5-7 p.m. Cocktails and 
Casual Grazing - $150/person ($100 is tax 
deductible). A come-as-you-are social cock-
tail reception with hors’dourves and select 
wines. At 7:30 p.m. it’s Dining for Dignity 
- $250/person ($150 if tax deductible) This 
will be a relaxed dining experience where 
patrons choose from a decadent 4-course 
menu especially selected for the evening. 
This dining venue is limited – early reser-
vations are strongly recommended. Please 
call 828-526-4906. 

Wed., Sept. 23

• Eco Tour: “HCLT’s Annual Elk Excur-
sion”. Join Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust 
on this enchanting journey that has become 
an annual tradition. We will travel to Cata-
loochee Valley at the peak of the rut. As 
the autumn leaves are donning their colors 
you will begin with a hands on orientation 
by one of the Bugle Corp specialists then 
have a chance to witness the intriguing be-
haviors of these magnificent creatures in 
their own habitat. $35 new friends includes 
the guided hike, lunch on the trail and a 
year membership to Highlands-Cashiers 
Land Trust! HCLT members: $10. Reserva-
tions required: Julie.hitrust@earthlink.net, 
526-1111. Together we are saving moun-
tains: www.hicashlt.org.

Tuesday, Sept.29
• Village Nature Series: “Sheepnoses & 

Timbertwigs” – all about heritage apples 
with Dana Holden. Dana has a passion for 
finding and preserving apples that are part 
of Appalachian agricultural heritage. She 
shares her avocation and knowledge of 
heritage apples, their uses and their unique 
stories with a variety of groups. The Vil-
lage Nature Series (VNS) is a free speaker 
series at The Village Green Commons in 
Cashiers co-hosted by Highlands-Cashiers 
Land Trust and The Village Green. VNS 
brings experts in their field of natural or 
cultural heritage to Cashiers one evening 
a month throughout the summer. No res-
ervations are necessary, everyone is wel-
come, rain or shine. Programs begin at 5:30 
PM and usually last about an hour.  
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The Zahner 
Conservation Lec-
ture Series continues 
on Thursday, August 
27th at 6:30 in the 
Nature Center of  the 
Highlands Biological 
Station. 

This series is 
designed to help 
educate and inspire 
the public through a 
series of  talks from 
well-known regional 
scientists, conserva-
tionists, artists, and 
writers. 

Please join us 
for a talk by Dr. Ed-
ward Pivorun, retired 
Professor if  Biology 
at Clemson Universi-
ty, entitled: “Though 
Small, We Pack Quite 
a Wallop: The Saga 
of  Small Mammals 
and the Environ-
ment.”

Although most 
people consider “rats” and “mice” vermin 
and have never seen or heard of  a wild 
shrew, the small mammal faunas in the 
forests, fields, wetlands and even deserts 
play an important and even an essential 
role in maintaining robust and stabile eco-
systems. Voles, not moles, aid in the distri-
bution and maintenance of  fungal spores 
that produce underground fungi that are 
essential for the well being of  many herba-
ceous and woody plants. Small mammals 
aid in the dispersal of  seeds or can deplete 
the seed bank of  species and inhibit the 
regrowth of  seedlings. Shrews and moles 
impact the soil invertebrate populations, 
being voracious consumers of  various in-
sect larvae. 

Small mammals also serve as models 
regarding physiological adaptations. The 
woodland jumping mouse enters hiber-
nation and the deer mouse displays daily 
torpor. Desert rodents are able to live 
their whole lives without drinking water 
because of  their efficient kidney systems 
and a highly efficient nasal countercurrent 
water recovery system. 

Without these small mammals, preda-
tors such as fox, coyote, owls and hawks 

would starve and 
their production of  
young would be se-
verely limited. The 
field-dwelling cotton 
rat has one of  the 
highest reproductive 
rates and is extremely 
important as a food 
resource. 

As important 
as small mammals 
are in natural eco-
systems, the effects 
of  small mammals 
on human disease 
spread cannot be un-
derestimated. As hu-
mans housing devel-
opment encroaches 
deeper into wooded 
ecosystems, there is 
a greater probability 
of  disease spread – 
such as Lyme disease 
and Hantavirus Pul-
monary Syndrome 
- from the wild mam-
mal populations to 

humans. 
Dr Ed Pivorun, a retired professor 

of  Biological Sciences at Clemson Uni-
versity, has taught courses in comparative 
physiology, mammalogy and tropical biol-
ogy. Currently he has been teaching the 
mammal course during the summer at the 
Highlands Biological Station. He was the 
primary researcher in Great Smoky Moun-
tains National Park surveying mammal 
populations for the All Taxa Biological In-
ventory (ATBI) program. He is the primary 
author of  the book Mammals of  the Great 
Smoky Mountains and Southern Appala-
chian Mountains (iTunes store). He is now 
involved with the Emmy award-winning SC 
ETV show Expeditions with Patrick Mc-
Millan, where he serves as a photographer, 
videographer and advisor. He has worked 
in locations from Barrow Alaska south to 
Patagonia, Chile, and from California east 
to the rice plantations and bird rookeries of  
South Carolina. 

The public is invited to participate in 
this free lecture, sponsored by Vevie and 
Lawrence Dimmitt. For a full schedule of  
lectures, as well as information on other 
programs, please visit www.highlandsbio-

Red Squirrel

Golden Mouse

The importance of small mammals to the 
ecosystem – Aug. 27 at the Nature Center

Tonight, Aug. 20 at the Zahner Conservation Lecture Series at 6:30 in the Nature Center 
Dr. Cheryl Waters-Tormey, Associate Professor, Western Carolina University entitled: “Energy 
Literacy and How “Fracking” (High Volume Slickwater Hydraulic Fracturing) Fits In, North 
Carolina and Beyond.”



Shop the Last Days of Summer!

At
Carolina Way

Lighting
Lamp Shades

• Pottery
• Rugs

• Pillows
&

Meridith’s Custom
Painting

828-526-2665
442 Carolina Way

488 E. Main Street
787-2473

Available in assorted 
schools, colors and styles
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End of Season Sale! Up to  
50% Off in Highlands & in Cashiers!

In Highlands: On Main St. in Town Square behind Kilwins
In Cashiers: #545 107 south

828-526-9122 • www.corrico.com

End of 
Season
SALE!

355 Main Street  
(in The Galax Theatre)

526-4660

• Free People  
• BB Dakota

• Michael Stars 
Tees  

• CP Shades• 
THML

Jeans by:
• Joes

• 7 for All Man-
kind

• Citizens• AG  
• Hudson
• Mother

Fun Summer 
Days!

Shoes & Sales Room Upstairs:
• Bedstu • Miz Mooz •Matisse

Inside the Hen House 
on Main!

New Shipment! New Colors!
Nancy’s

for Men
 The Exchange

Fancys 
&

322 Main Street & Oak Street
828-526-5029 or 828-526-1029

Reversible Jackets/Coats
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338 Main St.
526-4777

Open Daily
10a to 5p

526-3909

Come see 
our 

new arrivals 
in

home decor, 
jewelry, gifts 

and art 

BAGS 
on 

MAIN
Next to The Toy Store

Main Street
828-526-9415

A Highlands tradition since 1940
Our 75th season on Main Street

Monday-Saturday
828-526-3160

Fabulous Fall 
has arrived!

Summer 
Clearance up to 

60% off!

338 Main St.
526-4777

468 Carolina Way
(Between N. 4th & N. 5th St.)

Shop the Last Days of Summer!

233 North 4th Street
Highlands, NC 28741

828.526.2083
ckswan.com
Just down from

Old Edwards Inn & Spa

ANT IQUES and FURNITURE

BOOKS   ART   JEWELRY
GARDEN    G IFTS    K IDS

Luxurious Travel
Made in the USA
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Tucker & Jeannie Chambers
Chambers Realty & Vacation Rentals

828-526-3717
www.chambersagency.net

$499,000 
4BR/2.5 baths 
MLS #79371 

Partially Fenced Yard, 
Work Shop 

Beautiful Wood  
Finishes Throughout  

HUGE REDUCTION!
$249,000 
3BR/2 bath  
MLS #78074

Elevation over 4000’
Garage 

Nice yard and  
Mountain Ridge View

$535,000 
3BR/3 bath  
MLS #79672
Cold Springs 

Adjoins USFS Land, 
10’ Ceilings, Screened 

Porch, Garage  

V i s i t  No r th  C a r o l i n a 
announced today that domestic 
visitors to and within Macon 
County spent $148.78 million in 
2014, an increase of  5.63% from 
2013.

Chamber of  Commerce 

Executive Director Bob Kieltyka 
stated: “Continued growth of  the 
travel and tourism Industry clearly 
demonstrates its importance as an 
economic force in Macon County,” 
said Bob Kieltyka, executive 
director of  the Highlands Chamber 

of  Commerce. “The latest report 
on the impact of  domestic visitor 
spending in the county continues 
a string of  successive years of  
growth in this sector of  the local 
economy.”

Tourism impact highlights 

for 2014:
•	 The travel and tourism 

industry directly employs more 
than 1,220 in Macon County.

•	 Total payroll generated 
by the tourism industry in Macon 
County was $25,260,000.

•	 S t a t e  t a x  r e ve n u e 
generated in Macon County 
totaled $6,450,000 through state 
sales and excise taxes, and taxes 
on personal and corporate income. 
Approximately $11,680,000 in 
local taxes were generated from 
sales and property tax revenue 
from travel generated and travel 
supported businesses.

Governor Pat McCrory 
announced in May that visitors 

to North Carolina spent a record 
$21.3 billion in 2014, an increase 
of  5.5 percent from 2013.

These statistics are from the 
“2014 Economic impact of  Travel 
on North Carolina Counties.” 
The study was prepared for Visit 
North Carolina by the U.S. Travel 
Association.

“All eight regions of  the state 
had spending growth of  4 percent 
or more and 90 percent of  the 
state’s counties saw direct tourism 
employment growth from 2013 to 
2014,” said Wit Tuttell, executive 
director of  Visit North Carolina. 
“As the sixth most visited state in 
the country, tourism continues to 

2014 visitor impact for Macon County
County Spending by Domestic Visitors increases by 5.63 percent to $148.78 million

• See VISITOR page 19
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• investing at 4,118 Ft. •

• reaL estate snapshots •

Pat Allen 
Broker-in-charge

Cell: 828-200-9179 
Office: 828-526-8784

www.patallenrealtygroup.com 
Julie Osborn

Broker 
Cell: 828-200-6165

Office: 828-526-8784

828-526-8784

 

Upscale Living in  
Downtown Highlands!

Located off Hickory Street 
Old Edwards Club Membership Included

• Old Edwards Club Membership
• 3 BD/3.5 BA or 4BA/3.5BA
 (with optional Lower Level)
• One Car Garage with Every Home
• Master on Main Floor
• Native Stone and Wood Eterior
• Covered Outdoor Deck (Rear)

• Screened Porch with Stone Fireplace (Front)
• Vaulted Ceilings with Exposed Beams
• Granite, Travertine or Natural Stone
• On-Site Finished Hardwood Floors
• Elevator Option in Every Home
• Built by Schmitt Construction
• Low HOA Fees

Offered By:

295 Dillard Road, Highlands

Offered By:

MODEL 
OPEN
DAILY

Only 2
 Rem

aining
!

Pat Allen 
Broker-in-charge

Cell: 828-200-9179 
Office: 828-526-8784

Wow…what a 
great selling 
season we 

are having! It has been 
years since we have 
seen this flurry of  ac-
tivity with buyers. We 
are putting homes and 
lots under contract 
each week and some 
are secured with back-
up offers! We are even 
getting multiple offers 
and one just paid more 
than asking price! 

If  you have been 
thinking of  selling, do 
it now. What has made the differ-
ence, you might ask, so I will give 
you my opinion. 

With over 300 weddings in 
Highlands each year, the expo-
sure to our lovely town –from 
many who have never visited be-
fore - fall in love with us, as I did 
21 years ago. What’s not to love? 
Mountains that surround and 
beckon you, waterfalls that depict 
nature’s best, cool temps in the 
summer, gentle snows in the win-
ter, restaurants that rival the best 
anywhere in the country, divine 
shopping, playhouses and per-
forming art centers that entertain 
to your heart’s content, and a fine 
arts center that allows beginners 
to grow at their own pace.

As I previously wrote back in 
the spring, if  your home is priced 
right, well-maintained, and has 
great curb appeal, it will sell now. 
A full-time broker, who is aware 

Good News…and No Bad News!
of  true market value, 
and lives and breathes 
real estate on a daily 
basis, can help you 
accomplish your goal. 
We still have stagnant 
inventory that was 
priced wrong from 
the beginning and has 
increased overall days 
on the market for our 
MLS listings statistics. 
That helps no one. 

Zillow’s zesti-
mates confuses buy-
ers with no regard 
for location and pos-

sible inaccurate data. We, as good 
brokers, have to explain that 
Highlands and the surrounding 
area’s locations, whether moun-
tain views or on water, add to the 
value and are priced accordingly. 
Many tax appraisals are still inflat-
ed and should not be an indicator 
of  the selling price of  your home. 

So you see, a full-time bro-
ker who sells throughout our area 
can determine the value of  your 
home and get it sold.

There’s no better time to sell 
than now. Call any of  our profes-
sional brokers if  you want to buy 
or sell. It’s still not too late to get 
a great value and our brokers can 
guide you in the right direction. 
I always think resale when work-
ing with buyers and take that into 
account when showing homes 
or land to secure their piece of  
mind. Buying or selling can be 
stressful and we always strive for 

a win-win situation.
Pat Allen is owner and 

broker-in-charge of  Pat Allen 

Realty Group. Visit its webpage 
at www.patallenrealtygroup.com 

or call Pat’s cell at 828-200-9179 
or the office at 828-526-8784.

be a major driver of  economic development across North Carolina.”
Statewide:
•	 State tax receipts as a result of  visitor spending neared the $1.1 

billion mark in 2014 representing a 4% growth over 2013.
•	 Visitors spend more than $58 million per day in North 

Carolina. That spending adds more than $4.6 million per day to state 
and local tax revenues (about $2.9 million in state taxes and $1.7 million 
in local taxes).

•	 The travel and tourism industry directly employs more than 
200,000 North Carolinians.

...VISITOR continued from page 18
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Laurel Garden Club
Kitchen Tour

SATURDAY
August 22

9 am ~ 3 pm
Highlands

INCLUDES 6 SPECIAL 
KITCHENS

Timed tickets are limited.

SPONSORED BY
Inman Park Marble and Granite

Alex Smith Garden Designs
Norman Davenport Askins, PC, Architect

Lucas Patton Designs, Country Club Properties
The Summer House 

Artist, Katherine Bell McClure
Calvin and Baylee Eustis

Wind River Construction, Macon Bank, 
Atlanta Social Season, Media Sponsor

$65 per person
Tickets are available at 

The Dry Sink 
450 Main Street or

laurelgardenclubhighlands.com 

Henderson; 3rd: Jamye Christy and Margie 
Potts; 4th: Melanie Miller; 5th: Angela San-
chez and Kate Messer; 6th: Joy Archer; 7th 
and 8th: Michele Lane, Valery Bates, Steph-
anie Smathers and Sarah Hibbits; 9th - 12th: 
Math: Gina Billingsley and Brian Aulisio; 
English: Cathy Mac-Ross and David Par-
rish; Science: Tyler Holmes; Social Studies: 
Chris Green and Ryan Kean.

There are four new teachers: David 
Parrish who is teaching high school Eng-
lish; Margie Potts who is teaching 3rd grade; 
Kate Messer who is teaching 5th grade; and 
Crystal Guston who is teaching 3rd through 
8th grade PE and Health.

Both Margie Potts and David Parrish 
attended Highlands School kindergarten 
through twelfth grade and they are both 
psyched about being back where it all began 
for them.

“I feel so fortunate to come back to the 
school that shaped my education from Kin-
dergarten through 12th grade as a teacher,” 
said Potts about her first teaching assign-
ment. “I’m so excited to get started!”

As to what she hopes to accomplish 
Potts said she just wants to serve her school 
the best she can, and help her students be 
successful learners. “I’m also really looking 
forward to learning from all the other teach-
ers, too.”

Parrish who has taught high school in 
Asheboro, NC, was a bit more philosophi-

cal.
“It’s a nostalgic feeling coming home. I 

loved my Asheboro community and tenure, 
but there’s nothing more humbling then 
walking the halls of  your youth,” he said. 
“I’m excited and feel I know where our stu-
dents are coming from. After roaming the 
streets of  Highlands all my life, I believe I 
can relate to what they are bringing to the 
table every day. I hope to dive into the com-
munity head first and see what drives these 
students.”

He acknowledges a difference between 
Asheboro and Highlands.

“I believe that this experience will dif-
fer from my Asheboro tenure in that I have 
a very serious stake and obligation to our 
community. With all the warm welcomes 
and love, I feel a sense of  ownership in my 
work and community and am eager to give 
back to my motherland.”   

Kate Messer said she is excited to be 
back in the classroom after spending sev-
eral years managing Half  Mile Farm. 

“I am looking forward to getting to 
know my 5th grade students and their fami-
lies and working with a great team at High-
lands School creating life long learners,” she 
said.  

Back in June a new calendar was ac-
cepted for both Highlands and Nantahala, 

...SCHOOL continued from page 1

• See SCHOOL page 21

Falling Waters... is a newer 
well maintained 52 acre community 
just 2.8 miles from Main St. Highlands.
Secluded but not remote, no road 
noise, no thru traffic...peaceful, quiet 
and private.

Welcome...Come Visit.
GPS Address:  

78 Black Bear Trace  
Highlands, NC 28741

From Main St. take NC 106 toward 
Dillard. 1.8 miles turn R on Mt. Laurel 
Dr., 3 tenths mile, turn L on Moonlight. 

Entrance is on the R

Falling Waters

The land is well forested and gentle, 
easy building sites and a pleasant place 
to walk. Two waterfalls and several 
creeks add charm and interest to many 
home sites. Paved roads, Underground 
utilities & Gated.

Would love to build BUT......
Neil & Paula Van Hoogen (the develop-
ers) can help. We are knowledgable, ex-
perienced and love the building process. 
We can assist with the many decisions, 
choices and options. In your absence, 
we will be your eyes and ears watching 
out for your best interest. Let’s explore 
the possibilities!

828-508-9952
www.highlandsnchomesites.com

Like us on FaceBook at  
Falling Waters Highlands
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“Invest in Highlands, NC Real Estate ... and Invest in Your Life.”TM 

Susie deVille 
Broker-in-Charge

(828) 371-2079

(828) 526-8118 • 125 South 4th Street

WhiteOakRG.com

Rustic Elegance with Lush Landscaping 

Escape to rustic elegance & supreme craftsmanship, 
on one of the most stellar sites in the mountains! This 
gorgeous log cabin features stunning stone work; T&G 
ceiling w/hand-hewn beams; 2 custom, stone fireplaces; 
oak flooring w/Brazilian Cherry inlay; formal dining 
room; butler’s pantry w/wine cooler; master bath w/
steam shower; wormy chestnut kitchen cabinets; & 
cozy sunroom w/views of the lush landscaping, ponds 
& mountains. Property adjoins USFS to complete this 
private enclave. 

Offered at $449,000. MLS # 81351. 
Contact Susie deVille (828) 371-2079. 

The Kitchen CarryAway & Catering, a well-established 
enterprise with tremendous good will, is a turn-key 
business opportunity for the savvy entrepreneur. All 
recipes, recipe books, equipment, customer database, 
catering/event historical data, and 4 weeks of training 
included! Visit TheKitchenofHighlands.com. 

Offered at $150,000 and MLS # 82438. 
Contact Susie deVille (828) 371-2079. 

Close to Town, Elegant & Cozy Designer’s Home

Fantastic, in-town lot. This is the dreamiest building 
site with easy access! And, with some trimming, you 
would have great views of the Fishawk Mountains! May 
improve the lot up to 12% with impervious surface 
(approximately 1,300 s/f). Plans/ideas for building are 
available per request. Perfect site for a spec home or 
mountain getaway! 2BR expired septic permit.

Offered at $55,000. MLS # 81566. 
Contact Susie deVille (828) 371-2079. 

In the close-to-town Designer’s Alley neighborhood 
of Mirrormont, this interior designer’s own home is 
replete w/fine finishes & wonderful design elements. 
Rocking chair front porch & treehouse screened 
porch off living room. Chef’s kitchen w/honed, 
black granite counter tops w/a custom, soapstone  
farmhouse sink & Calcutta subway marble tiles. 
Oversized master bedroom w/a walkout sleeping 
porch. Master bath w/his/hers sinks & custom vanity  
w/granite top. Stone, wood-burning FP in LR. 

Offered at $498,000. MLS #81239. 
 Contact Susie deVille (828) 371-2079. 

• reaL estate snapshots •
In-Town, Flat & in a Great Neighborhood Well-Established Enterprise/Business Only!

Tucker & Jeannie Chambers
Chambers Realty & Vacation Rentals

828-526-3717
www.chambersagency.net

$349,000 4BR/3 bath  
MLS #77394

Close to town, great garden space, 
small stream, multiple decks 

$249,000. 3BR/2 bath  
MLS #78074

Elevation over 4000’, garage 
Nice yard and mountain ridge view

$499,000 4BR/2.5 baths 
MLS #79371 

Partially fenced yard, work shop 
Beautiful wood finishes  

$535,000 3BR/3 bath  
MLS #79672

Cold Springs, adjoins USFS land, 
10’ ceilings, screened porch, garage  

$131,000. MLS #80357 
A little less than half an acre. 

CLOSE to town. 
2BR mobile home on site 

Great for seasonal employees. 
CHEAPER THAN RENT 

$295,000 MLS #79479 
2BR/2 BA, Walk to town; Old 
Highlands charm across from 

Lindenwood Lake and Botanical 
Gardens. Close to hiking trails. 
This is Highlands Sweet Spot!

$207,000 MLS #78732 
Over 7.5 acres underground utili-
ties, 20 GPM well, Septic installed. 
Waterfalls and mountain streams 
Great home or family compound

• re snapshots •

SOLD!

the two schools in the county that 
have traditionally struggled with 
the state-mandated calendar due 
to inclement weather and sched-
uling online classes students take 
through Southwestern Commu-
nity College.

This year school starts at 8 
a.m. and dismisses at 3:10 p.m. 
rather than 2:50 p.m., which adds 
20 minutes to each day.

This change will enable stu-
dents to get the required 1,025 
hours or 180 days of  instruction 

while, getting end of  semester test-
ing completed before the Christ-
mas break which keeps them in 
line with the SCC and still enables 
inclement weather days in the 
schedule without losing instruc-
tion time.

Highlands School is consid-
ered one big family and this year 
camaraderie will be put to the test 
with renovations in the high school 
wing expected to be completed in 
December.

Consequently, classrooms in 

the elementary wing will be dual 
purposed.

“We gave the high school wing 
and front office area over to the 
contractors when they started on 
July 15th and it is now completed,” 
said Principal Brian Jetter. “The 
high school rooms are supposed to 
be finished by December.”

Until then, high school teach-
ers will meet their classes in the 

upper portion of  the elementary 
wing, classrooms that have been 
used for that purpose in the past. 

“We have the ITV lab meet-
ing in the computer lab room. 
We have another class meeting in 
a portion of  the Media Center. 
Hopefully, the construction will 
meet schedule and the teachers 
can be back in their rooms in the 
high school wing by December,” 

said Jetter.
The construction consists of  

doing the same things that were 
done to the elementary class-
rooms two years ago: new floors, 
ceilings, windows, HVAC, paint, 
and electrical – all funded with 
QZAB monies – a zero percent 
interest loan from the federal gov-
ernment.

– Kim Lewicki

...SCHOOL continued from page 20
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To kick off  its 21nd season, the Highlands 
Cashiers Players are presenting the recent 
Broadway comedy by Christopher Durang, 
“Vanya and Sonia and Masha and Spike,” 
2013 Tony winner for Best Play and recipient 
of  the prestigious Drama Critics Circle 
Award.

The characters of  the play, siblings 
Vanya, Masha, and Sonia, were from plays of  
Russian playwright Anton Chekov.  Vanya and 
Sonia are still living in the family home when 
sister Masha, a glamorous successful middle-
aged actress, returns home accompanied by 
her “companion” Spike, a much younger 
sexy guy. When Masha announces plans to 
sell the house, the conflict begins, aided and 
abetted by Cassandra, the strange volatile 
housemaid who predicts a future of  doom 
and goes to hilarious extremes to prevent 

HCP Box Office open for Season Subscribers

Right, Chris Hess, plays Spike and Raina Trent plays Nina. in HCP’s 
production of “Vanya and Sonia and Masha and Spike.” The show is running 
from Aug. 27 through Sept. 6 at PAC. For tickets call 828-526-8084.

the sale.  In the midst of  the controversy, 
the family is invited to a costume party 
by the next door neighbor’s lovely young 
daughter, Nina, who immediately catches 
Spike’s wandering eye.  The ridiculous 
costumes that Masha insists everyone wear 
to the party create even more dissension 
among the characters and more laughs for 
the audience.  But of  course, it’s a comedy 
and the ending satisfies all.

The box office, 828-526-8084, will 
be open for season subscribers today 
and tomorrow and for others beginning 
Saturday, August 22.   The play runs August 
27 through August 30 and September 3 
through 6 at the Highlands Performing 
Arts Center, 507 Chestnut Street.  Evening 
performances begins at 7:30, Sunday 
matinees at 2:30.

Art for the Love of the Hospice House
On Sunday, Aug. 23, Carpe Diem Farms presents Art for the Love of the Hospice House from 
4-7 p.m. Tickets are $50 for an evening of fun, appetizers, spirts, music and a silent auction of 
original art from the Public Children’s Art Studio in Minsk, Belarus. Each piece will have a “buy 
now” price.  All proceeds will benefit the Hospice House Foundation of WNC. For more infor-
mation, visit hhfwnc.org or call 828-524-8261.
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Dr. Joseph H. Wilbanks, D.D.S.

706-886-9439 • 800-884-9439

278 East Doyle St. • Toccoa, GA

COMPLETE DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF.

You are only 50 miles away from 30 years experience in top-
notch, high-tech, one-stop dentistry known for its gentle touch. 

• Dental Implants • Root Canal 
Therapy

• SINGLE VISIT CROWNS! 
• Orthodontics including Invisalign  

• Wisdom Teeth Extractions 
and of course Fillings and Cleanings.

(IV Sedation, too)

www.WilbanksSmileCenter.com

• business/organization news•

Pictured from left are Charlie Sheehan, Chairman of HCH Board 
of Directors, Sam Paisley, Roberta Dawson, Barbara Cusachs and 
HCH president and CNO Jackie Ring.

Highlands-Cashiers Hospital 
honors its volunteers

Highlands-Cashiers Hos-
pital (HCH) recently celebrated 
the many contributions their 
dedicated volunteers provide to 

the hospital during a banquet at 
Wildcat Cliffs Country Club. Sev-
eral volunteers were recognized 
for their years of  service. These 

include Sam Paisley and Roberta 
Dawson who have volunteered 
for 10 years and Barbara Cusachs 
who has volunteered for 20 years 
at the hospital.

“Our volunteers contribute 
in many departments around the 
hospital,” said Jackie Ring, Presi-
dent and CNO for Highlands-
Cashiers Hospital. “From the 
pharmacy and gift shop to Health-
Tracks, their countless hours of  
service are an integral part of  our 
mission to provide quality health-
care to our communities.”

According to Ring, HCH’s 
volunteers are also an invaluable 
asset when it comes to provid-
ing special funding to the hospital 
and staff. The volunteers provide 
scholarships to staff  in the nurs-
ing field and recently awarded 
$500 to a nurse. Funding for this 
type of  project comes from sales 
in the gift shop located in the hos-
pital lobby.

“Highlands-Cashiers Hos-
pital had approximately 90 ac-

tive volunteers during 2014-15, 
and they have donated well over 
7,500 hours during the past year,” 
said Ring. “This represents an 
economic benefit in excess of  
$150,000 to the hospital and the 
communities we serve.” 

“All of  these things demon-

strate how the volunteers are an 
essential part of  the hospital and 
their dedication and compassion 
is unmatched,” said Ring.

If  you are interested in vol-
unteering at Highlands-Cashiers 
Hospital, please contact Eliza-
beth Latimer at (828) 526-1345.

The board of  advisors of  
the Macon County Community 
Foundation is currently accept-
ing grant requests for commu-
nity projects funded from its 
community fund, according to 
Regina Lupoli, board president.

Funds are available for non-
profit organizations that serve 
general charitable needs in Ma-
con County.

Applications are available 
online only beginning July 10. 
Visit nccommunityfoundation.
org for information about ap-
plying online. The deadline for 
submitting applications is noon 
Aug. 25.

The Macon County Com-
munity Foundation is an affiliate 
of  the North Carolina Commu-
nity Foundation. The commu-
nity fund was established to help 
support local charitable needs 
through annual grants. 

In addition to Lupoli, board 
members are: Mandy Lail (vice-
president), Granville Younce 
(secretary), Pam Collins, Sean 
Gibson, Louise Henry, Michele 

Macon County Community Foundation accepting grant 
applications – Deadline is Aug. 25

Hubbs, Kim Lloyd, Bryan Rob-
inson, Tina Rogers, Derek Row-
land, Nicole Sloop and Karen M. 
Stiwinter.

All the information that 

any non-profit helping Macon 
County residents might needs can 
be found at http://www.nccom-
munityfoundation.org/macon/

• See GRANT page 25
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• spirituaLLy speaking • Proverbs 3:5 • pLaces to worship •
BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965

Sundays: School:10 a.m., Worship:11 
Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7 

Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting:7 p.m.
BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

828-269-3546 • Rev. Jamie Passmore, Pastor
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 

CHAPEL OF SKY VALLEY
Sky Valley, GA • 706-746-2999 

Sundays: 10 a.m.:Worship 
Holy Communion 1st Sunday of the month 

Wednesdays: 9 a.m. Healing and Prayer w/Holy 
Communion 

CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 
Rector: Jim Murphy, 252-671-4011 

464 US Hwy 64 east, Cashiers 
Sun.; 8:30a Traditional (Quiet) 1928 Prayer Book Service; 

9:30a Sunday School; 10:30a Family Service w/ Music 
Mon.: Bible Study & Supper at homes - 6 p.m. 

CHRIST CHURCH OF THE VALLEY, CASHIERS
Pastor Steve Kerhoulas • 743-5470

Sun.10:45am, S.S 9:30am. Wed. 6pm supper and teaching.
Tues. Guys study 8am, Gals 10am.

CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jim Kinard

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11a.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday night Service: 7.p.m.

Wednesdays –Supper at 6 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685
3645 Cashiers Rd, Highlands, NC

Senior Pastor Gary Hewins  
Sun.: 9:30am: Sunday School

10:30am: Middle & High School; 10:45am: Child. Program,
10: 45am: Worship Service

Wed.: 5pm Dinner ($7 adult, $2 child), 6pm CBC 
University

EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION
Rev. Bruce Walker • 526-2968

Sundays: Holy Eucharist (chapel) at 8 a.m.
Education and choir rehearsal, 9 am, 

Holy Eucharist Rite II, (sanctuary),10:30 
Wednesday: 10 a.m., Morning Prayer

Thursdays: Holy Eucharist, (chapel), 10 am
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HIGHLANDS

828-526-4153 • www.fbchighlands.org
Dr. Mark Ford, Pastor

220 Main Street, Highlands NC 28741
Sun.:Worship 10:45 am; Sun.: Bible Study 9:30 am

Wed.: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am; Prayer Mtg 6:15 pm; 
Choir 5 pm

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Curtis Fussell & Emily Wilmarth, pastors 

526-3175 • fpchighlands.org
Sun.: Worship: 8:30a and 11 a.m.; School: 9:30

Mondays: 8 a.m.:Men’s Prayer Group & Breakfast
Wednesdays:Choir:5:30p

GOLDMINE BAPTIST CHURCH
(Off Franklin/Highlands Rd) • Rev. Carson Gibson

Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am
Bible Study:6 pm

GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CASHIERS
Non-Denominational-Contemporary Worship

242 Hwy 107N, 1/4 miles from Crossroads in Cashiers
www.gracecashiers.com • Pastor Steve Doerter: 743-

9814
Services: Sundays 10am - Wed. - 7pm; Dinner - Wed. 6pm 

HAMBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy 107N. • Glenville, Nc • 743-2729

Pastor Nathan Johnson
Sunday: School 9:45a, Worship 11a & 7p, Bible Study 6p

Wed. Kidsquest 6p.; Worship 7p.
HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Randy Reed, Pastor828-421-9172 • 165 S. Sixth Street 
Sundays: Worship:11 

HIGHLANDS CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dan Robinson

670 N. 4th Street (next to the Highlands Civic Center)
Sun.: Morning Worship 10:45 a., Evening Worship, 6:30 p. 

Wednesday: Prayer Service, 6:30 p.
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Pastor Paul Christy 526-3376
Sun: School 9:45a.; Worship 9:09,10:50.; Youth 5:30 p.

Wed: Supper: 5:15; youth, & adults activities: 6; Handbell 
rehearsal, 6:15; Choir Rehearsal 7. (nursery provided ); 

7pm Intercessory Prayer Ministry 
HOLY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH:ELCA
Chaplain Margaret Howell • 2152 Dillard Road • 526-

9741
Sun: School and Adult discussion group 9:30 a.m.;  

Worship/Communion:10:30 
HEALING SERVICE on the 5th Sunday of the month.

MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah

Pastor Troy Nicholson, (828) 526-8425
Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11, Choir:6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg.:7 p.m.
MOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUE

at St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin
828-524-9463

MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH 
743-2583 • Independent Bible Church 

Sun:10:30 a.m. at Big Ridge Baptist Church,  
4224 Big Ridge Road (4.5 miles from NC 107) 

Weds: Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Youth Group 6 p.m. 
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS CATHOLIC 

CHURCH
 Parish office (Father Francis): 526-2418

Mass: Sun: 11 a.m.; Sat. at 4p
SCALY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev. Marty Kilby
Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7 

Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg.:7 p.m.
SCALY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GOD

290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Jerry David Hall • 526-3212
Sun.: School:10 a.m.; Worship:10:45 a.m.; Worship: 6 p.m.

SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Rev. Andy Cloer 

Sundays: School:10 a.m.; Worship:11 
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study:7 

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1448 Highway 107 South, Office: 743-2359

Rev. Douglas E. Remer
Oct-May: Sunday Services: Rite I, 8a Rite II, 10:30 

June-Sept: Sunday Services: Rite I, 8a, Rite II, 9:15 & 11a
Nursery available for Rite II services

Sept 6-Oct 25-Informal Evening Eucharist-5:30 p.m. 
Thursday: Noon Healing Service with Eucharist.
LITTLE CHURCH IN THE WILDWOOD

Beginning Memorial Day weekend
Horse Cove - Kay Ward 743-5009

Old-Fashion hymn-sing Sunday 7-8p. 
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 

85 Sierra Drive • 828-524-6777  
Sunday Worship - 11 a.m. 

WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Sam Forrester/Cashiers

Sunday School:10 am, Worship Service:11 am

John 3:16

I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just 
as I have loved you, you also should love one another. John 13:34 
(NRSV)

Love is _______. 

By Rev. Bruce Walker
Episcopal Church of  the Incarnation

Given all that is happening in the world today, some 
are asking the question, where is the love? From 
the shootings in Charleston, SC to the continuing 

arguments over social and political issues, often love is left 
on the outside looking in. 

Even so, we have glimpses of  what love is. In the af-
termath of  the horrific actions of  a deranged young man, 
many of  the people most affected rose up to offer forgive-
ness. Recently, some of  us witnessed love made real when 
two people came together to have their relationship blessed 
in the context of  marriage after 38 years of  faithful togeth-
erness. Love is all around us and can be found, if  you are 
looking for it.

Many years ago, one of  my last stops on the road to 
ordination was a meeting with the board of  the examining 
chaplains in Columbia, SC. The questions covered a wide 
range of  territory. I was even asked to sing part of  our lit-
urgy. But what I remember most was a “fill in the blank” 
response: God is ________. 

There are many ways to answer, but I knew that what 
they were looking for was LOVE! Aren’t we all? 

Going back a bit further, I remember what one of  my 
favorite soul singers, Al Green, had to say about love. Not-
ing the great power of  love, he sang, “Love will make you do 
right, love will make you do wrong – make you come home 
early, make you stay out all night long.” Love has great pow-
er. He also sang that “love will make you want to dance!” It 
will make you laugh and sing a bit too!

So what does our faith say about love? At many wed-
dings we read from Paul’s writings about love. He says that, 
“Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful 
or arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is 
not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, 
but rejoices in the truth. It bears all things, believes all things, 
hopes all things, and endures all things. Love never ends.” 
Paul makes it clear that love is the greatest gift we can hope 
for. 

While saying that “God is love” is about the best way 
to speak of  God in one word, the converse is not as helpful, 
for love is not God. God is God and always will be. In the 
end, what we can say as Christians is that true love is living 
the life we find in Christ Jesus. Moreover, what we can all 
say with some assurance is that God is present where love is 
found. Love is the connecting medium of  the universe and 
so is found everywhere. Take a look around this fine world 
today and resolve to live your life dancing and singing about 
this great power and wonder. It is the way forward!

A reflection  
on love
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828-743-0900

Larry Rogers 
Construction Company, Inc.

Excavating • Grading • Trucking Trackhoe 
Backhoe • Blasting • Utilities 

(828) 526-2874

The Highlands Police log entries 
from July 31. Only the names of per-
sons arrested, issued a Class-3 mis-
demeanor or public officials have 
been used. 

July 31
• At 7 p.m., officers responded to a 

call about a larceny from a vehicle on S. 
3rd Street where a windows was broken 
and a gun was removed from a computer 
bag.

Aug. 5
• At 8 p.m., officers responded to a 

2-vehicle hit and run accident on NC 28.
Aug. 6
• At 1:30 p.m., officers responded to 

a 2-vehicle accident on Main Street.
Aug. 7
• At 8 p.m., officers responded to a 

call about a larceny at 200 Main  where 
clothes were taken from a suitcase.

Aug. 9
• At 9:38 p.m., officers responded to 

a call of damage to property at Fibber Ma-
gee’s Closet on Laurel Street where a ve-
hicle hit a stone pillar and knocked it over.

• A little past midnight, officers re-
sponded to a call about a vehicle being 
stolen while the victim was in The Ugly 
Dog.

The Highlands Fire & Rescue 
Dept. log from July 3

Aug. 5
• At 11:09 a.m., the dept. stood by 

at the H-C Hospital for the MAMA he-
licopter.

Aug. 6
• A little past midnight, the dept. 

provided mutual aid to the Cashiers Fire 
Department.

• At 9:54 a.m., the dept. responded 

to a fire alarm at the Highlands Cashiers 
Hospital.

• At 10:02 a.m., the dept. provided 
mutual aid to the Scaly Fire Department.

Aug. 7
• At 2:16 a.m., the dept. responded 

to a fire alarm at a residence on Hickory 
Knutt Gap Road.

• At 9:34 p.m., the dept. was first-re-
sponders to a residence on Holly Berry 
Road.

Aug. 8
• At 8:51 a.m., the dept. was first-

responders to a residence on Ring Road.
• At 9:46 a.m., the dept. was first-

responders to a residence on Cullasaja 
Drive.

Aug. 9
• At 3:47 p.m., the dept. responded 

to a fire alarm at a residence on Satulah 
Falls Road.

Aug. 10
• At 1:36 p.m. the dept. stood by at 

the H-C Hospital for the MAMA helicop-
ter.

• At 3:03 p.m., the dept. responded to 
a fire alarm at a building on Main Street.

Aug. 11
• At 11:29 a.m., the dept. was first-re-

sponders to a residence on Apple Moun-
tain road.

• At 12:42 p.m., the dept. stood by 
at the H-C Hospital for the MAMA he-
licopter

Aug. 13
• At 5:04 a.m., the dept. was first-

responders to a residence on Dogwood 
Lane.

• At 5:12 a.m., the dept. was first-re-
sponders to a residence on Spruce Lane.

Aug. 14

• At 1:47 p.m., the dept. was first-
responders to a residence on Country 
Club Drive.

• At 6:16 p.m., the dept. responded 
to a fire alarm at a residence on Upper 
Brushy Face Road.

Aug. 15
• At 3:26 a.m., the dept. responded to 

a motor vehicle accident on NC 106.

Aug. 16
• At 5:37 a.m., the dept. gave public 

assistance at a residence on Hicks Road.
• At 8:19 a.m., the dept. was first-re-

sponders to a residence on Oak Street.
Aug. 18
• At 6:42 a.m., the dept. was first-

responders to a residence on Turtle 
Pond Road.

applying-for-grants 
For further information, contact any 

board member; the NCCF Regional As-
sociate Sue LeLievre at 800-201-9532 or 
visit the NCCF website at www.nccom-
munityfoundation.org.

About the North Carolina Commu-
nity Foundation

The NCCF is the single statewide 
community foundation serving North 
Carolina and has made $89 million in 
grants since its inception in 1988. With 
more than $191 million in assets, NCCF 
sustains 1,200 endowments established 

to provide long-term support of  a broad 
range of  community needs, nonprofit or-
ganizations, institutions and scholarships. 
The NCCF partners with 60 affiliate foun-
dations to provide local resource allocation 
and community assistance in 67 counties 
across the state. An important component 
of

 NCCF’s mission is to ensure that rural 
philanthropy has a voice at local, regional 
and national levels.

For more information, visit nccommu-
nityfoundation.org and Facebook or follow 
on LinkedIn and Twitter @NCCF.

...GRANT continued from page 23
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• business/organization news•
Enjoying the newly-completed infant 

outdoor activity area at the Child Devel-
opment Center, made possible through a 
grant from Cullasaja Women’s Outreach. 

Thanks to a grant from Cullasaja 
Women’s Outreach, the Child Develop-
ment Center has a new outdoor activity 
area that’s just for infants. The Center’s 
infants are enjoying the colors, textures, 
sounds and smells of  the outdoors, all of  
which stimulate their senses and initiate 
creative play. 

The CWO grant also helped defray the 
costs of  updating the Center’s 2015 curricu-
lum and purchase classroom supplies and 
learning materials. 

“We appreciate the generosity of  Cul-
lasaja Women’s Outreach and look forward 
to continuing our partnership with them 
and other community funding sources to 
provide new opportunities for our children 
and families,” said Pat Hedden, Executive 
Director. 

The Highlands Community Child De-

Cullasaja Women’s Outreach grant funds playground and more at HCCDC

Morris Williams, Vice President of  
the Highlands Roadrunners Club, recently 
presented a $500 scholarship to former 
Highlands student-athlete Hayden Bates.  

Hayden is entering her junior year at 
Davidson College where she continues to 
excel in both academics and athletics.  

“She has made excellent progress in 
both areas,” Williams said, “and this year 

Bates receives scholarship from  
Highlands Roadrunners Club

velopment Center is a 501(c)(3) corpora-
tion whose mission is to provide afford-
able, high-quality preschool child care and 
early childhood education to promote op-
timal cognitive, physical, emotional, and 
social development in a safe and loving 
environment to young children and their 
families regardless of  race, color, national 
origin, gender, age, disability, religion, or 
financial status.   

she will be a leader on the cross country 
and track teams.”  

Over the last 15 years, the Highlands 
Roadrunners Club has awarded a total of  
$11,500 to 20 different Highlands students 
who continued athletics in college.  The 
Club has also provided over $3,500 for 
other health and fitness activities in the 
Highlands area.

Native Joe Pye weed and other blooms welcome students back to Highlands School, thanks 
to the Mountain Garden Club’s butterfly garden which has brightened the campus for almost 
20 years.

Highlands School Butterfly Garden is thriving 
thanks to the Mountain Garden Club
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•cLassiFieDs•

• See CLASSIFIEDS page 29

Because Maturity is a State of Mind Not a Skin Condition We Offer 3 Procedures:
MicroPhototherapy • MicroCurrent • Celluma

Celluma’s 
deeply  

penetrating 
wavelenghts 

kill the bacteria 
that causes 
breakouts, 

while reducing 
the  

inflammation, 
pimples and 
redness as-

sociated with 
acne. A  

reduction in  
lesions and 

overall  
improvement 

in skin  
appearance 

is often seen 
in a matter of 

weeks. 

Celluma’s phototherapy device, uses wavelengths of light 
produced by light emitting diodes (LEDs) to treat multiple 
conditions – acne & anti-aging. 

MicroPhototherapy
With the healing power of light and heat ener-

gy this treatment works deep beneath the surface 
of the skin to give a younger healthier looking ap-
pearance. Soothing pulses of heat work with light 
to lessen sun spots, even out skin tone and smooth 
the texture of your skin with virtually no down time 
or discomfort.

MicroCurrent
Microcurrent aids in reducing the signs of aging 

by utilizing a low level of electricity that mimics our 
own body’s biological current. 

These tiny microcurrent impulses trigger chemi-
cal reactions at a cellular level to enhance the pro-
duction of natural collagen and elastin, provide cir-
culatory benefits, and work directly on the nerves 
and muscle fibers. The result is visible firming and 
smoothing of the skin. It also helps tone facial  
muscles. 

Although you will notice the treatment’s tight-
ening effects immediately, the more significant  
improvement will occur gradually over a period of 
several weeks as the new collagen forms.

 What do 
 you need 
 to do?

Make a 
4-week commitment 
(2 sessions per week)

Your skin will LOVE it!
OR schedule a MicroCurrent 
session to get you ready for 

that “special” event!

NC
LMBT
#1429

Call for a FREE consultation today!
Sharon Taylor • 828-526-4192

Taylor Barnes Spa & Salon
Located behind Highlands Decorating Center 

on NC 106 (the Dillard Road)

Ask about our
“After 5p”Appointments!

Service Directory Ads:
$17/week Black and White

$22/week color
Classified Ads:

$6 for 10 words; 20 cents for each  
additional word.

Yellow/Cyan Highlight $2/week extra/week
Color Photo $5/week extra/week

Email verbiage and photo by 5p Mondays to: 
highlandseditor@aol.com

Ask about our
“After 5p”Appointments!

Bates receives scholarship from  
Highlands Roadrunners Club YARD SALE

WED. & THURS., AUG. 
26-27,  8A.M.—3P.M. Mis-
cellaneous household ttems 
(no kitchen items) books, ga-
rage items. 150 Zermatt Circle, 
Highlands. Holt Knob Com-
munity across from PNC Bank 
on Franklin Rd. Drive  up Holt 
Knob Road (bearing right ) to 
Lucerne Drive.  Make left on 
Lucerne , 1 block to Zermatt.  

Bear left on Zermatt. It’s the 6th 
house on the left.

MOVING SALE -- Cherry 
Dining Room Table, 60 inches 
round with 20-inch extension 
leaf (pads included). One armed 
chair and 7 side chairs. Cherry 
China Cabinet. Natural finish Ar-
moir for clothes storage. Cherry 
Computer Desk. 828-526-3048. 
(st. 8/20)

HELP WANTED

SALES POSITIONS FOR 
BARDO, A RETAIL FUR-
NITURE & home accessory 
store. Full & part time positions 
are available. Send resume to 
Bardo49nc@gmail.com or apply 
in person 460 Main Street High-
lands NC. MUST be able to work 
weekends. & or Friday & Saturday 
nights. Also able to lift over 50 lb. 
(st. 7/23)

BOX OFFICE STAFF 
NEEDED.The Highlands Play-
house is looking for part time box 
office staff to assist with movies. 
Must be personable, mathemati-
cally inclined and have reliable 
transportation. Must be able to 

work nights and weekends. Stop 
in the box office to pick up an ap-
plication. Call 828-526-2695 with 
any questions. (st. 8/20)

HORSE HELP NEEDED 
2-3 days per week in Blue Valley 
area for 2 horses. Must have prior 
horse experience. 526-2296. (st. 
8/20)

ALTITUDES AT SKY-
LINE looking for Waitstaff. Call 
Eric at 828-526-2121. (st. 8/20)

ALL LEVELS OF CAR-
PENTERS NEEDED. Looking 
for long-term employment. Labor 
to trim carpentry. Must have reli-
able transportation and tools. Pay 
based upon experience. Benefits 
offered. Transients need not apply. 
References will be checked. Call 
828-526-4929. (8/20) 

PERSONAL ASSISTANT 
WANTED for full-time in fast 
paced office. Duties include but 
not limited to: answering phones, 
dog walking, bookkeeping and 
cleaning up literal and figurative 
messes. Qualifications:  Computer 

literate and looking for long-
term employment. Requirements:  
Highly motivated, high tolerance 
level for bs and sense of humor 
Benefits offered, will train, pay 
based on experience. Background 
checks will be performed on all 
applicants. 828-526-4929. (8/20)

 YEAR-ROUND, FULL-
TIME RETAIL POSITION 
AT TJ BAILEY STORE FOR 
MEN in Highlands and Cashiers. 
Must have own transportation, 
flexible hours and excellent peo-
ple skills. Sales experience is a 
plus. Call 828-526-2262 or email 
resume to store@TJBmen.com. 
(8/13)

RANCH HAND AT 
BLUE STAR RANCH IN 
CASHIERS. Duties include daily 
care of animals and barn, cleaning. 
Full time and part-time positions 
available. Previous horce experi-
ence preferred. Email resume to 
ali@bluestarranch.com or call 
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Allan Dearth & Sons
Generator 

Sales & Service, Inc.

828-526-9325
Cell: 828-200-1139

email: allandearth@msn.com

Larry Houston
Rock Work

Walls • Fireplaces • Patios • Piers 
All Rock Work • Stucco

(828) 526-4138 or (828) 200-3551

Loma Linda
Farm

NC License # 10978

Dog Boarding • Day Care 
Pastoral Parks

In Home and Leash-free 
Lodging in the lap of luxury.

(828) 421-7922
Highlands, NC

LomaLindaFarm@frontier.com
www.lomalindafarm.com

• Residential or 
Commercial 

• Over 40 Years  
Experience 
• Fast and  

Dependable
• FREE Estimates

• FREE Pick-up and 
Delivery

American 
Upholstery & Fabric 

Outlet

(864) 638-9661 cell: (864) 710-9106
(Owners: Morris & Rachel Bible)

102 S. College Street • Walhalla, SC

You know us as RUNNERS, 
but don’t forget we are also 

NC REAL ESTATE BROKERS. 
You can count on us every 

step of the way to get you to 
the finish line. We train hard 
for races, and we will work 

equally hard for you.

Whiteside 
Cove  

Cottages
5 new log cabins 

nestled in the 
hemlocks on 25 acres at 

the base of Whiteside 
Mountain.

800-805-3558 • 828-526-2222

J&M Towing  
Service

Local and Long Distance Hauls
526-0374 • 342-0583

Owner-Operator 
Jeff Miller

Richard Betz 828-526-5213
Martha Betz 828-200-1411

Country Club Properties
betzrealtor@gmail.com

24-Hour 

Towing

chestnut storage

Look for our sign!
10890 Buck Creek Rd. - 1/2 mile off Cashiers Rd near the hospital 

Storage Units Available
Secure 24 Hour Access

Easy In - Easy Out
Great Rates - Great Terms

Call today to find out why we’re
“Highland’s Premier Facility”

828-482-1045

828-369-0436 OR 828-421-0067

Highlands Storage Village
526-4555 • Cashiers Rd. 

• Units Available • 

Deluxe, Indoor 
Climate Controlled Self Storage
With covered loading zone

Tile • Stone Installation
Cleaning/Sealing Grout & Stone

Kitchen & Bathroom 
Remodeling

Serving Macon & Jackson counties
Excellent References

Robert Wakefield
828-200-5961

1wakefieldstone@gmail.com

Wakefield Stone
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828-526-0008 155 Main Street • Wright Sq.

Highlands Automotive

Service
&

Repair

NC
Inspection

Station

2851 Cashiers Road • highlandsautomotive.com
828-787-2360

‘Let me help you with your next remodeling project!’

828-342-3500 
kpick64@yahoo.com
43 Holt Road, Highlands

Like me on FaceBook • Kevin Pickett LLC

Open 7 days a week 
Mon. - Fri. 9a to 7p • Sat. & Sun. 9a to 5p

Reasonable Self-Pay Prices

828-526-0008 155 Main Street • Wright Sq.

Accept most insurances including Medicaid and Medicare

Healthy Home Services
Radon & Mold Testing & Removal
Dry Crawl Spaces & Basements

Workers Comp • Licensed • Certified

www.HealthyHomeServices.info
828-489-4248 828-200-0949

4Seniors, LLC
Medical Liaison Services

An advocate to guide you through the 
complex medical labyrinth of services 

and treatments.
We will help you and your family ...

• Understand your medical condition
• Understand your treatment options

• Decipher your medical bills w/Medicare and Ins.
Contact Patricia Smith • Registered Nurse Practitioner

828-482-1821

4seniors.hc@gmail.com

• cLassiFieDs •

• See CLASSIFIEDS page 30

Viva Wellness
Stimulating Natural Healing

• Whole Body Vibration
• Hydro-Massage Spa Capsule
• Far Infrared Sauna Capsule

828-526-1566
Dr. Kit Barker, PhD, Cellular Biology

5 Cottage Row • U.S. 64 East

U Call We Haul Junk Removal 
& Property Cleanout Service

Total House Clean-out Services, 
Attics,Basements, Garages, Yard Debris, etc. We’ll 
take your Trash & Save you some Cash. Cheaper 

than a Dumpster & we do all the work.

We also Specialize in  
Small Demolition ... 

and Removal of Mobile Homes, Barns, Sheds,  
Above Ground Swimming Pools, etc.

We also do Minor Landscaping,  
Mowing, weedwacking, pruning, small tree & 
brush removal and all types of yard debris  

including metal, wood, leaves, etc.  
We also pressure wash.

If You Need it Gone,
Call Today 

for a 
Cleaner Tomorrow.

(828) 200-5268

KITCHEN/BATH CABINETS  
REFACED OR REFINISHED 

Can Help Avoid Costly Outlays & Save $$$$

HOME COLORS
770-594-0750

www.paintcabinets.net
Email: chucklayman@bellsouth.net
Facebook: Home Colors Atlanta

NauralTherapies.MD
Bioidentical Hormone 
Replacement Therapy 

102 S. Main Street, Clayton, GA 30525

Beverly E. Gerard, M.D.
Board Certified Gynecologist

706-782-1300

naturaltherapies.md@gmail.com
www.naturaltherapies.md.com

Balancing Hormones  
& Health

Around the Mountain Signs

Quality Wooden Signs • Numbers • Lettering
Hand-routed • Sand Blasted

828-526-1891
aroundthemountainssigns@yahoo.com

All Wood...All the Time.

828-482-2402 to set up an interview. (st. 8/13)
NOW HIRING 2 housekeepers, Waitstaff, Cook, 

C.N.A. and Med Aide.  Please apply at Chestnut Hill in 
Highlands NC, (828)526-5251. (8/27)

FRESSERS COURTYARD CAFE now hiring re-
sponsible people person. Must be able to work Saturdays. 
Call 828-526-8847 before 11a or after 2p.

PART-TIME CLERK/BOOKKEEPER POSI-
TION with Quickbooks experience needed at the High-
lands ABC Store. Applications are available at the store in 
Highlands Plaza. 828-526-5470. (st. 7/23) 

THE HIGHLANDS BBQ CO. Is seeking Serv-
ers, Hosts, Bartenders and Line Cooks for their Grand 
Opening. If Interested, Please call 828-200-1500 or Send 
a Resume to HighlandsBBQCompany@Gmail.com (st. 
7/2)

HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH now hiring at part-time organist/pianist. 
Send resume to HUMC, PO Box 1959, Highlands, NC 
28741 or email to 49PMAM@gmail.com

SKYLINE LODGE needs a housekeeper. Drop by 
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or call Janet at 828-526-2121 (st. 8/13.)
THE DRY SINK on Main is hiring 

for a sales floor position through end of 
year. Positive, energetic, customer ser-
vice oriented person needed to work in 
busy retail environment. Full time includ-
ing weekends needed. Apply in person or 
email: contact_us@thedrysink.com 

BREAKFAST & LUNCH LINE 
COOK NEEDED IN HIGHLANDS. 
Must have experience. Good hours, good 
pay. Call 828-384-1260. (st. 6/25)

SALES ASSOCIATE FOR HIGH 
END CLOTHING STORE IN HIGH-
LANDS, NC full time “with benefits.” part 
time and seasonal. Must be available to 
work weekends. Retail clothing sales ex-
perience preferred. Please call 828-200-
0928 (st. 4/30) 

MAIN STREET INN AND BIS-
TRO now hiring servers, hostess, buss-
ers and line cooks, experience required. 
Please call Robbie @ 828-526-2590. (st. 
4/30) 

MOUNTAIN FRESH GROCERY 
in Highlands is hiring full-time for: 

• Baristas, • Cashiers, 
• Grill, 
• Deli, and 
• Pizza departments. 
Applicants should apply in person or 

email resume to jobs828@gmail.com
WOLFGANG’S RESTAURANT 

now hiring experienced waitstaff and line 
cook. Please call Jacque at 828.526.3807 
(st. 2/29) 

WANTED
COUPLE SEEKING 3 BED-

ROOM housing close to town. Pet and 
smoke free. Call (727) 459-2472. (8/20)

COMMERCIAL FOR RENT
RETAIL OR OFFICE – Approxi-

mately 1,500 sq. ft. with parking and stor-
age. Corner of Foremen Road and Hwy 64 
east. Next to Whole Life Market. 526-2729. 
(st. 5/28)

COMMERCIAL SPACE, approxi-
mately 1500 SF Space can be subdivided 
into 500 & 1000 sf units. Located on Hwy 
64 East (Highlands) on high traffic road 
with excellent visibility and easy in and out 
parking. 828-526-4889.(st. 4/2)

VAC/SEASONAL RENTAL
HIGHLANDS VACATION 

RENTAL DOWNTOWN. 2/2 updated 
in 2014 with luxury master bath, king bed, 
marble & SS kitchen. Second floor condo 
two blocks off Main. Renovated like an Old 
Edwards Suite! W/D in unit, flat screen T.V., 
gas fireplace, off street parking. Available 

weekly $1,000 plus utilities. Call 828-352-
8519. (st. 12/25) 

LOTS/LAND FOR SALE

VIEW LOT ONLY $15,000! Andrea 
Gabbard Highlands Mountain Realty. 828-
200-6742 (st. 6/18)

WOODED LOT W/ STREAM 
FOR SALE – MIRRORMONT AREA, 
Berit Ln., 1.45 acres, 4-BR septic permit, 
walk-to-town, Priced to sell. 770-861-4249. 
(st. 7/23)

ACRE LOT HIGHLANDS, NC 
Corner Lot Highlands Glen, level with some 
gentle slopes excavation and foundation ex-
penses would be reasonable, underground 
power installed. Stream runs year round 
could be configured to make a small pond, 
good water sources for well. Space for 
outbuildings or RV, boat storage. 6 Miles to 
downtown. $27,000 possible owner financ-
ing 828-507-2066 (st. 7/2) 

HIGH RIDGE PROPERTY FAC-
ING SCALY MOUNTAIN. 14.91 acres. 
Will break into 2 or 3 parcels. Off Buck 
Knob road, past the Christmas trees. 
Winter view, partial summer view. Call 
813-264-6358 or email Mknowles38@
msn.com. (8/6) 

LAND FOR SALE IN CLEAR 
CREEK: 2.18 acre parcel has road frontage 
on Mack Wilson Rd. $15,900. Any reason-
able offers will be considered. Call 828-526-
2874. (st. 4/23) 

RESIDENTIAL FOR RENT
HOUSE FOR RENT IN SCALY 

MTN at corner of Dillard and Hale 

Ridge Roads. Large 4 bedroom, 2 Bath, 
central H & A, fireplace, beautiful deck 
overlooking big yard and pond.  $1250 
a month w/yearly lease.  Call (828) 526-
3752. (st. 8/20)

RESIDENTIAL FOR SALE
HIGHLANDS MOUNTAIN 

HOME for sale. Approx 3,000 sq ft. rustic 
country style 20 min from town. $359K 
Call 813-253-2899.  (8/13)

 CABINS FOR SALE/RENT. Lo-
cated on Sawmill Road in Clear Creek. 
4.63 acres. Call 828-526-2720. Price Ne-
gotiable. (7/27)

LAKE HOUSE IN HEATHER-
STONE. Seven miles from Highlands. 5 
bedroom, 3 bath. Large Rec Room plus 
Bonus Room. Health Forces Sale.$199,000. 
By Owner. Call 706-746-3046. 

2BED/2BATH 1.20 AC. Fantastic 
views & Privacy $88,999. Call 482.2050 
706.782.9728. Cypresslanesale@facebook. 
(st. 8/7) 

ITEMS FOR SALE
PLAN FOR WINTER Go where 

you want with this 36” Rexhall Aerbus 
motorhome.  Gas, V10,2 slides, Banks intake 
& exhaust. Non smoker, Loaded, low miles, 
new tires & battery. Excellent condition 
many other extras $35,000. 526-1786, C. 
200-1305. (st. 8/20) 

ANTIQUES FOR SALE. Solid 
cherry twin beds, chest,dresser and mirror; 
2 Victorian chairs, end tables, Royal Daltons, 
Hummels and more. Call 828-526-3258 
(st. 8/20)

DINING ROOM SET, Cherry, drop-
leaf table opens to 102”, six chairs, hutch. 
$800. Will send photos. Call 803-646-1672. 
(st. 8/6)

SERVICES
BABYSITTING AT MY HOME 

ON MAIN STREET, next to First Baptist 
Church. Any day, any time. Please call or Text 
828-200-5338. (9/3) 

PART-TIME babysitter with flexible 
hours for newborn. (727) 459-2472 (8/20)

ROSY’S HOUSEKEEPING “We 
make sure it’s Spotless!” -- Commercial and 
Residential. Free Estimates. Fully insured. 
Call 706-949-1684 or 828-200-5397. (8/27) 

CONCIERGE SERVICES – Detail 
oriented, home/estate management, event 

planning, catering. Highlands. Stella St. Pierre 
828-526-4249. (7/30)

H I G H L A N D S - C A S H I E R S 
HANDYMAN: Repairs, remodeling, 
painting, pressure washing, minor plumbing 
and electric, decks and additions. Free 
Estimates. Insured. Call 421-4667. (9/17) 

FIGHT PAIN AND FUNCTION 
YOUNGER: 

A therapeutic stretching program 
combined with Americanized Thai massage 
techniques. Trigger Point Treatment on a 
heated massage table can prevent pain and 
change painful restrictive muscle patterns. 
A compatible exercise program can be 
your route to getting pain free, stronger 
and healthier. Free consultation. Private 
studio minutes from Highlands. Hank Miller, 
15-year certified personal trainer/NC Lic. 
Massage Therapist 06820. 828-305-9713.
(8/6)

HANDI-MAN – Electrical, plumbing, 
painting, carpentry, yard work. Call Al at 
828-332-7271 or 828-369-6245. (st. 4/2) 

ZEN SPA BY ANGEL JOY. A 
NEW DAY SPA IN HIGHLANDS OFF 
HYW 64 (NEXT TO HIGHLANDS FALLS 
COUNTRY CLUB) Open Mon - Sat 8am - 
7pm. Deep Tissue, Hot Stones, Reflexology 
and more. Visit us online for options. www.
zenspabyangeljoy.com. Mention ad get 10% 
OFF ph. 919-413-7411 (9/24)

ALL AROUND OFFICE SOLU-
TIONS – Bookkeeping Services, Pay-
roll Prep, Payroll Tax Prep, Billing Services, 
Virtual Assistant, Data Base Management, 
Administrative Services, Research As-
sistance, Quickbooks Set-up and Training. 
Call Mary James at 828-421-0002 or email 
mjames@allaroundofficesolutions.com 
(st. 1/15)

HIGH COUNTRY PHOTO/KEV-
IN VINSON: scanning photos, slides & 
negatives to CD or DVD for easier viewing. 
Video transfer to DVD. Everything done 
in house. Leave message at 828-526-5208. 
(st. 4/23)

MOLD AND MUSTY SMELL IN 
YOUR HOME? Call for free inspection. 
828-743-0900.
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Main Street Inn & Bistro 
828-526-2590 • mainstreet-inn.com

“Ace is the Place.”

At Main & 3rd streets
Highlands 526-2157

Hardware
Reeves

3

19

www.chambersagency.net

Chambers Realty 
& Vacation Rentals

Homes and Land For Sale
Vacation Homes for Rent

526-3717 OR 888-526-3717
401 N 5th St, Highlands

11

1

Main St, Oak Square,  
Mon-Sat, 10-5 

Sun. 12-4

Oriental Rug 
Gallery

526-5759

Andrea 
Gabbard 

Broker/Owner
828-200-6742

Country Club Properties
“Your local hometown 

Real Estate professionals.”
3 Offices 828-526-2520

www.CCPHighlandsNC.com

2

10

Highlands Mountain Realty

42

Celebrating our 21st Season!

Bistro Service Starts at 4p
Dining Room Starts at 5:30p

474 Main Street • 828-526-3807
www.wolfgangs.net • Find us on FaceBook

highlandsmountainrealty.net

Santa

BRIAN RENFRO
828-226-0118
brianrenfro@gmail.com
www.brianrenfro.com

Available at 
Jackson Hole Gem Mine
9770 Highlands Rd, Highlands

828-524-5850

526-1796
479 South St., Ste. 5 • Highlands NC

21

Great Prices!



www.firemt.com • (800) 775-4446

Cashmere
Scotland’s Best Knitwear

MCCULLEY’S

“Top of the Hill”
242 S. 4th St.

Open 7 days a week
526-4407

828-526-2338

30 ...on the Verandah 
Restaurant

on Lake Sequoyah

Open Year-Round.
343-D

Main Street.
526-4035

www.wildthymegourmet.com

pat.f.allen@gmail. com 

#1 
Broker 

Highlands/Cashiers 
2010-2014 per  

HCMLS

Jody Lovell
33

www.ontheverandah.com

Open for
 Dinner nightly 

at 5:30p.
Sunday brunch, 

too

Open for 
Lunch & 

Dinner daily

Pat Allen 
Broker-in-charge

Cell: 828-200-9179 
Office: 828-526-8784

www.patallenrealtygroup.com 

828-526-4104
highlandssir.com

828-526-8784
295 Dillard Road

Paoletti

Please call for reservations
526-4906

Join us for our 31st year
Serving Dinner Daily

from 5 p.m.

“Invest in Highlands, NC Real Estate ... and Invest in Your Life.”TM 

(828) 526-8118 • 125 South 4th Street

40

WhiteOakRG.com

Susie deVille 
Broker-in-Charge

(828) 371-2079

Leslie Cook
Broker

(828) 421-5113

Wick Ashburn 
Broker

(828) 421-0500

Tara Ray
Executive Assistant

(828) 371-1622

Emily Chastain 
Operations Manager

(828) 200-6277

9770 Highlands Rd., Highlands
828-524-5850

www.jacksonholegemmine.com

Open
7 Days a Week

10a to 4p

BROKERS:
Mary Newhart 

828.506.5663 
Julie Osborn
828-200-6165

Angie Mallette
828.200.2702

Sherman Pope 
828-342-4277
Cy Timmons 
828-200-9762

Sheryl Wilson 
828-337-0706


