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Highlands School graduate Class
of 1999 now BLET

certified Highlands police officer

On May 6 area voters will
head to the the Highlands Civic
Center or the Scaly Mountain
Church of God to cast their vote
in the primary. The polls open at
6:30 a.m. and close at 7:30 p.m.

One-Stop Early Voting con-
tinues through Saturday, May 3 at
the county courthouse. New
North Carolina legislation now al-
lows unregistered voters to regis-
ter during the one-stop voting pe-

riod and vote the same day.
Voters who have registered to

vote before Friday, April 11, can
vote in the Primary Election at
their assigned polling location.

NC’s Primary Election Day is May 6
Local candidates are Leatherman, Goodman and Armor

On-going
• Step Aerobics at the Rec Park, 4-5

p.m., Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays.
$5 per class.

• At Health Tracks at Highlands-Cash-
iers Hospital, various exercise classes. Call
526-1FIT.

Mondays
• Recreational Bridge 1 p.m. at the

Rec Park. $3 per person.
Wednesdays
• Men’s interdenominational Bible

Study at 8:30 a.m.at First Baptist Church.
Thursdays
• Live Music with Brad Vroon at Fire-

side Restaurant in Wright Square from 6-9
p.m. with Tapas Menu.

Friday & Saturday
• Live music at The Rib Shack every

Friday and Saturday night from 7-10 p.m.
Sundays
• Live Music with Brad Vroon at Fire-

side Restaurant in Wright Square, noon-3
p.m.

Thursday, May 1
• “Take a Bite Out of Literacy” Eat at

the Brick Oven, Buck’s Coffee Cafe, Cafe
460, Cyprus, Don Leon’s Cafe, Fireside Inn,
Fressers Eatery, Lakeside Restaurant, Log
Cabin, Oak Street Cafe, ...on the Veran-
dah, Pescado’s, the Pizza Place, The
Sports Page, SweeTreats, Wild Thyme
Gourmet, Let Holly Do The Cooking and
Wolfgangs and a percentage of your bill will
be donated to the Literacy Council.

• Open House &  20-Year Celebra-
tion at Wayah Insurance Company on
Carolina Way from 4-6 p.m.

• CBC National Day of Prayer from
noon to 1 p.m. The service in the Family
Life Bldg.

• Rotary SuperBingo at the Highlands
Community Building (next to the ballpark)
from 6:30 to 8:30 pm.

Friday, May 2
• Kid’s Night Out from 5-9 p.m. for

ages K-5th grade in the old gym at High-
lands School. Food will be served from 5-
6:30 p.m. $15 per child.

Saturday, May 3
• MC Rabies Clinics at the Highlands

Community Bldg 1-2:30 p.m. and the Scaly
Mt. Post Office from 3-4 p.m. with Dr. Amy
Patterson. $5 per pet. Cash only, no checks.

• Dr. Paul Farmer will speak at the
Episcopal Church at 5:30 p.m.

• Zorki on acoustical guitar and Bill
Coward on sax at Cyprus Restaurant at
8:45.

Sunday, May 4
• Old-fashioned hymn sing at First

Presbyterian Church at 4 p.m. on Sunday.
• The Paul Elwood Bluegrass Trio

concert at CBC at 2:30. Love offerings will
be given to the Literacy Council.

Tuesday, May 6
• Highlands School Kindergarten reg-

istration at 10 a.m. Call 526-2147.

•See FIBER page 7

Erika Olvera attended Southwestern Community College
(SCC) and Western Carolina University before employment
at the Highlands Police Department in 2006. From Oct.
2007 through March 2008 she earned her Basic Law
Enforcement Training (BLET) certification. NC BLET is a state
accredited program designed to prepare individuals with
the cognitive and physical skills to become certified police
officers and deputy sheriffs. The course is comprised of 35
separate blocks of instruction. Upon completion, the Law
Enforcement Commission mandated course enables the
graduate to be certified to work as a sworn law
enforcement officer in the State of North Carolina.

Photo by Kim Lewicki

By Sally Hanson
Reporter

April’s Board of Education
meeting Monday night attracted
concerned community members,
and the Board discussed and ap-
proved several issues and ideas
that were both new and ongoing.

Before public comment,
Health Educator Yvonne Robin-
son gave a brief update on the new
reproductive health education
program. This program targets 9th

grade students all over Macon
County, and Robinson said she
had visited students at Nantahala
School, Union Academy and
Highlands School. She is sched-
uled to meet with students at Fran-
klin High later this week, and she
will finish with students at the
Early College High School at the
end of May.

“I’ve had lots of encourage-
ment. Student feedback has been
very positive, and we’ve only had
one child opt out,” Robinson said.
A program for parents is planned
for the end of May.

At least 20 members of the
community turned out to inform
the board that they were not hap-
py with the proposed involuntary
transfers of several physical edu-
cation teachers between schools
within the county.

Board member Tommy Cabe
said that he had received anony-
mous letters regarding this situa-
tion and others in the past. “When
I got elected I put my name and

School Board
addresses
community
concerns Citing geology and geogra-

phy, the Highlands Plateau was
initially left out of Balsam West’s
Phase I of the WNC-EdNET fiber-
optic pipeline loop; but no more.

At Wednesday’s Public Works
Committee meeting, Town Ad-
ministrator Richard Betz reported
that representatives from Balsam
West would be addressing the
Town Board at the May 7 meeting
to request “passage” through
Highlands bound for Highlands
School.

“They’ve got permission from
Duke Power to hook onto their
poles from Cashiers to Highlands
along U.S. 64,” said Betz. “They
want to come into town, cross
over to Fifth Street and move on
to the school.”

Balsam will need to attach to
74 town poles, 11 which are cur-
rently out of compliance, but will
put two that are in compliance out
once they hook on.

Town Engineer Lamar Nix
suggested the town change out the
11 poles already out of compliance
as part of the town’s change-out
policy and request that Balsam
change-out the other two its at-
tachments will put out of compli-

Highlands to
join WNC
fiber loop

Constructing a pedestrian
walkway with trees and benches
down the middle of Main Street
is considered a political hot pota-
to and consequently off the com-
missioners’ table, but greening up

the street is not.
At the Wednesday morning

Public Works Committee meet-
ing, Commissioner Hank Ross
suggested a way to put trees down

Greening up Main St. discussed
at PW committee meeting
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• THE PLATEAU’S POSITION •
• LETTERS •

Dear Editor,
Thank you for printing the most bril-

liant of all letters to you. Alice Nelson is
my hero. Her letter makes me wonder
why more people don’t SPEAK UP when
they/ we see something unfair or just
plain dumb happening in Highlands.

Thank you Alice for pointing out the
pointlessness of forcing restaurants to
provide a parking lot when there are a
thousand spaces in town. There are as
many spaces in front of Wild Thyme and
Don Leon’s as there are in front of Pa-
oletti’s and Wolfgang’s and Madison’s
and all the other restaurants. Everybody
shares.

Who do we call to complain about
the “butchery” of our lovely roadside
greenery? Ask at Town Hall and the an-
swer is “THE STATE” does that every year,
not the town. Well, how does one get in
touch with “THE STATE” to complain and
see that next year the whackers don’t re-
turn and cut off the buds on our plants?

My other hero Fred, and Alice both,
made convincing arguments against put-
ting the Chamber of Commerce at Town
Hall. One would think this is a no-brain-
er, but maybe not.

The paving projects in Highlands are
done because of the threat of erosion and
siltation. However, every paving project
in town has left the roadsides barren, the
ditches clogged with dirt and leaves and
the pavement undermined by backwash.
In other words, I have never seen a pav-
ing project prevent siltation. The only
way to prevent it is to allow root systems
of plants to hold the dirt in place.

Alice Nelson has been in Highlands
a lot longer than most everyone here. She
has seen it change for the better and for
the worse. She would be the perfect con-
sultant to ask for advice before proceed-
ing with the next big change. Her wis-
dom is obvious. She fought against Bow-
ery Road. The lovely shaded road, so
charming and so like a true mountain
road is now open and wide and really
not beautiful at all. It is now a great en-
couragement to all who would want to
drive really fast.

Thank God for Alice and for others
who try to keep Highlands North Caroli-
na special.

Glenda Bell
Highlands

It’s time more
people point out

the obvious
Dear Editor:

This is about producing alcohol from corn and mixing it with gasoline to
supposedly reduce our dependency on foreign oil and to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions, ie. carbon dioxide.

Our government is actually paying off farmers with our taxes to grow corn for
this purpose. On a purely engineering basis, it makes no sense. Here’s why. When
farming corn, petroleum fuels are used for soil prep, seeding and harvest. Corn
harvested is only a fraction of the weight of stalks and roots, and the kernels are an
even smaller fraction. The non-kernel portion rots in the field giving off CO

2
 and

methane, both greenhouse gases. The kernels, only 45% sugar and starch, are
fermented with yeast, producing equal weights of CO

2
 (as in bread) and alcohol in

diluted form.
More petroleum products are burned to produce the energy to distill and

pump the alcohol product then mix it with gasoline.. After the alcohol is finally
burned as auto fuel, it has given off as much CO

2
 and water (in total) as a typical

hydrocarbon gasoline fuel, propane or diesel.
Growing corn is a waste of time, money and energy, causing increased crop

prices and reduces crop land useable for people or livestock food. It does
NOTHING to reduce greenhouse gas (the copious water vapor produced during
burning is also a greenhouse gas!) CORN SHOULD BE GROWN EXCLUSIVELY AS
A FOOD (or beverage!) CROP! And the same goes for soy beans and peanuts
yielding oil. FOOD CROPS ONLY!

Yours for more practical energy alternatives,
Pete Sarjeant
Bedford, VA

Science dictates that food crops should
be used for food, not fuel

Dear Editor,
This is in response to Fred

Wooldridge’s column ‘Chamber of
Horrors’ in the April 24 issue. We read
it each week on the web.

I just wanted to tell you how much
we enjoy his column each week --
particularly last week with regard to the
Chamber -- that was GREAT!
Don Leon’s was a Chamber member
only the first two of our eight
years...and that made us the only
restaurant in town without Chamber
membership. When a member, we were
never included in the seasonal
supplements nor on the website. They
never knew who we were...where we
were...so what were we paying for?

In addition, no Chamber staff
member, nor board member EVER ate
in Don Leon’s. So I decided it wasn’t
worth the membership fee. I developed
a long standing policy – we only did
business with people/charities who did
business with me. And we were always
extremely generous to our patrons. I
have had plenty of other merchants
agree with me but they never had the
guts to stand up and say so.
This is why I love Fred’s column. He has
guts and we admire his spunk! Keep up
the good work....keep shaking things up
and maybe small-minded people will
open their eyes!

Leon and Susan
On the road

Thank heavens for
columnists with

guts

On May 31, the Highlands Police De-
partment and the Highlands Fire & Res-
cue Department will present “Child Safety
Day” at Highlands School.

Activities will include a bicycle rodeo,
carseat inspections, fingerprinting and the
Fire Safety Trailer.

During the event and after, the de-
partments will be accepting new and gen-
tly used bicycle helmets and child booster
seats.

‘Child Safety Day’ is
at Highlands School

May 31
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• MILESTONES •

• BIRTH •
Ivy Elizabeth

Fielding

Eric and Brittany Fielding are
proud to announce the birth of
their child, Ivy, April 23, 2008 at
3:03 p.m. Ivy weighed 7 lbs. 2
oz. and was 20 ½ inches long.

Dr. Stanley R. Aeschleman, provost
executive vice chancellor at

Appalachian State University
presented students named Aca-

demic Honor Students plaques at a
ceremony  and reception on

Friday, April 25. Academic honor
student designation at ASU is
awarded to currently enrolled

sophomore, junior and senior
studenst who have a cumulative

3.9 or higher GPA.
Megan Hyatt Lewicki and Callie
Rawlins, both Highlands School

graduates Class of 2006, were
recognized at the ceremony.

Honor students recognized

Porter earns Modern Woodmen of
America scholarship

Gregory A. Porter, Highlands School
Class of 2008, was awarded a $500 educa-
tional award in a national competition with
other students who are members of Mod-
ern Woodmen of America. Modern
Woodmen, a fraternal benefit society of-
fering financial services, has local represen-

tatives and is based in Rock Island, Ill.
Porter, son of Joel and Anne Porter of

Highlands, plans to use the grant to attend
Gardner-Webb University, Boiling Springs,
NC. Porter is one of 100 grant winners cho-
sen this year.

Katherine Elizabeth Rice is graduating from
Appalachian State University with a B.S. in
Biology Summa Cum Laude with a minor
in Chemistry and Spanish. She has been
accepted for graduate study in the PhD pro-
gram in microbiology and immunology at
the Wake Forest University Graduate School
of Arts & Sciences Biomedical Sciences,
Bowman Gray campus for fall 2008.
Katherine is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
William T. Rice, Jr., of Raleigh, NC and the
granddaughter of Mr. and Mrs. William P.
Watkins of Highlands.Katherine Elizabeth Rice

Rice to graduate
from ASU

at 66 Highlands Plaza has declared MAY

Do you have lots of undeveloped rolls of film?
Bring them to us and we will:

Transfer them to CD for $2.50 per roll
plus $4.95 for each CD

(You can put about 4 rolls on each CD)
(Prints not included)

THIS SPECIAL WILL EXPIRE MAY 31, 2008



Page 4 - Highlands’ Newspaper - Thursday, May 1, 2008

• LOOKING AT LIFE •

Fred Wooldridge
•

Feedback
is encouraged!

email:
askfredanything@aol.com

Have something to sell under $1,000?
List it in our CLASSIFIEDS for FREE!

828-743-5451 Village Square in Sapphire

HomePlace Blinds & Design Of Sapphire Valley
Custom Window Coverings – Heritance® hardwood shutters
 Duette® honeycomb shades, Country Woods® Collection™

Custom Closet Systems , Unique Home Accessories

• OUTDOOR - INDOOR REMODEL-RENEW •

If it goes on the floor,
we’ll bring it to your door!

Carpet – Vinyl – Hardwood – Ceramic

Specializing in Commercial and Residential

Daniel & Brenda
Hamilton Call: (828) 349-9009 or 342-1740

Dan, Dan, The Carpet Man

Don’s Hardwood Flooring
WHOLESALE PRICING

Selling DIRECT to Builders, Contractors and Installers
• Solid Wood & Pre-engineered  • All Species

828-226-0886

WILHITES of Walhalla
Drapery, Upholstery, Fashion & Quilting Fabric

Waverly • Braemore • P Kaufman
Swavelle • Richloom • Barrow

Open Mon.-Fri. • 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sat. • 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
851 Highlands Highway, Walhalla, SC

864-638-8498 or toll-free: 800-444-5743

Open Mon – Saturday • 10am to 5pm
450 Main Street   Highlands, NC    828-526-5226

• Gift Cards
• Accessories
• Gourmet Kitchenware
• Dinner Settings

Keep in mind I am a
man who was once
nicknamed “Mad

Dog” because of my
criminal/predator mind,
developed long ago by
some of the best teachers
this country had to offer.
Mind you, I am not a
criminal or a predator but I
can think like they think.
Most all criminal predators
think alike.

Don’t be alarmed
about knowing a person
with a criminal/predator
mind or having one as
your neighbor. I am a
harmless old retired cop, living on a one
lane dirt road in Highlands, isolated from
the world. What gives my views validity is
that, although my memory is fading, my
criminal/predator mind is still clear and
sharp. I can’t remember what I had for
breakfast but I can remember exactly
what the predator was doing and what he
looked like just before he tried to gun me
down 30 years ago. I have never lost my
predator mentality and will probably take
it to my grave.

The al-Qaida network is an extremely
wealthy, fully developed organization of
predators whose main objective is to
destroy the United States’ way of life. This
is not said to scare people; it is a fact. Just
look at how much al-Qaida has changed
our way of life in the last seven years with
just one strike on the United States.
There’s more to come.

Like all predators, al-Qaida is
cunning, patient, and relentless. They are
an international alliance of Islamic
radical militants, founded in 1988 by
Azzam and later led by Osama bin Laden.
With their predator mentality, they have
found a way to destroy the United States
and it’s currently going well for them.
Occasional setbacks only tend to make
them stronger.

Many Americans are naïve of how a
real predator works. To get an idea,
consider the African lion. It stalks its prey,
remaining as hidden as possible for as
long as possible. Patience is its main
attribute. Even though it is hungry, it is
disciplined to wait until the time is right.
The lion is mission oriented and focuses
only on the kill. It hunts for the weakest
and makes that its target. The victim is
always unsuspecting. When the moment
is right, it attacks, surprising its prey. It’s
over in a moment. Then, when things get
quiet, the process repeats itself.

That’s exactly how it
happened on September
11th of 2001. Since then,
our country’s mainland
has not been attacked by
the al-Qaida network.
Many Americans believe
we are now winning the
war on terrorism and our
Homeland Security has
actually prevented
another attack. I believe
we have not been attacked
because things are going
so well for the al-Qaida
predators, there is no
need for them to
strike...for now.

We should take off our rose colored
glasses.

The Iraq/Afghanistan wars are
bleeding our economy dry and al-Qaida
knows that Americans have become
financially, mentally and emotionally
weary of war. Whether we stay or pull out
of Iraq matters little to them. Either way,
it will be a huge victory for al-Qaida.
With two presidential candidates thinking
we should abandon Iraq, Al-Qaida sits
and waits, like the predator lion, to make
its kill. If we choose to stay, al-Qaida will
continue to financially bleed us...and kill
us. Our military will grow weaker and
wearier. Iran, who also has a criminal/
predator mentality, waits like the lion for
the best moment to strike and possibly
finish us off. We are trapped.

Our economy gets worse by the day.
Outsourcing has sent our jobs and much
of our industry abroad. We borrow and
borrow, then borrow some more. Worse,
we are borrowing from a country we
aren’t even sure is our friend. We have
become a service-oriented nation with
little made here anymore. We are
becoming an upscale third world country.
What more could al-Qaida want?

Since 2001, they haven’t had to fire a
shot or blow up anything. Our country
has chosen not to surround the wagons
to protect itself from al-Qaida; something
I believe will prove to be our final
mistake. Instead, we argue over stupid
stuff like whether “water boarding”
should be permitted. That’s like shining
the rails on the Titanic as she goes under.
How they must be laughing at us.

I believe radical Islamic terrorists
have been flowing into the U.S. through
our porous Mexican border. Why would
the terrorists ever pass up such a great
opportunity? I believe al-Qaida has

Is it almost time?
(Pray I am wrong)

See WOOLDRIDGE page 17
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Dr. Henry Salzarulo
•

Feedback is
encouraged.

email:
hsalzarulo@aol.com

Signature Hair Designs for  Men &  Women

Barbara, Gale & Van • 526-0349 • Open  Mon - Sat

 Razor Cuts • Color • Perms
Off the Alley Behind Wolfgang’s

Oak & Fifth Streets

(828) 526-4192
460 Dillard Road Village • Highlands Creek Village

OPEN: Tues. - Sat. • Monday by appt.

Patricia Barnes • Master Cosmetologist
Caprita Barnes • Master Cosmetologist

Sharon Taylor • Massage Therapist
Justin Taylor • Ace Certified Personal Trainer

NC LMBT #1429

• SALONS & SPAS •

at 526-3939
549 E. Main St.

– Upper L
evel 

–
The Falls on Main

Tracy, Joe, Lacy Jane, Heather, Stephanie, Pat and Whitney

Creative Concepts Salon

Hours:Tues-Fri: 9-5, Mon & Sat: 9-5

Specializing in Designer and
Contemporary Cuts and
European Hair Color.

Parking on Church Street and Valet Parking
available at Old Edwards Inn.

(828) 526-9887
4th and Church Street Highlands, NC

We proudly offer Aveda hair care
products.

NOW OPEN
Topline Tire & Auto

ASE Certified
Domestic & foreign vehicles

“The friendliest, cleanest, most professional shop you’ll
find for all your automotive repair and service needs.”

“We fix it right the first time!”

526-5552 2851 Cashiers Road, Highlands

Have something to sell under $1,000?
List it in our CLASSIFIEDS for FREE!

828-526-8832

MASSAGE THERAPY – NCLMBT
FACIALS • MICRODERMABRASION
CUSTOM PEELS • REIKI • WAXING

GIFTS

Images Unlimited
Salon

Hair care, nail care & tanning

225 Spring Street • Highlands
828-526-9477

Last Friday morning, a
group of swimmers
entered the Pacific

Ocean near San Diego,
California. They were tri-
athletes, finely conditioned
athletes who compete
in races which include
swimming, cycling, and
running. The classic “Iron
Man” distance is a 2.4 mile
swim, followed by a 112 mile
bike ride, topped off with a
full marathon, of 26.2 miles.
The record for this grueling
event is just over eight hours
and four minutes. Among
the swimmers was a 66-year retired
veterinarian who trained with athletes 30
or 40 years younger than himself. A great
white shark rose form the depths, struck
the vet, and tossed him into the air.
During the sudden attack, the swimmer
suffered a fatal injury. His training
partners gathered around and towed him
to the beach where he bled to death
despite their best efforts to save him.

Shark attacks are rare, fatalities
resulting from them, rarer yet. A single
death resulted from an unprovoked
attack in the entire world in 2007. The
average number of deaths from
unprovoked attacks between 2000 and
2007 is five per year. Despite the
infrequency of attacks, we fear sharks,
and cannot approach the water without
the theme from “Jaws” playing in our
heads. That’s why I found an interview
with a friend of the recent victim
amazing. The friend and training partner
praised his friend’s swimming ability, his
passion for competition, and dedication
to physical fitness. He was doing what he
loved, living life to the fullest. He died
doing what he loved, ”all in all, not a bad
way to go.” Huh!

I was right there with him until the
end, and maybe the guy loved swimming
and the rest, but I’m all but certain that
he did not cherish the idea of becoming a
chew toy for a great white in his final
moments of life. I think life should be
lived to the fullest, within reasonable
limits which don’t include becoming
chum. My guess is that he didn’t mean it,
that like a pitcher who just threw a
hanging curve ball that ended up in the
center field bleacher, he’d love to have it
back. He got caught up in the moment.
In an attempt to make sense of a senseless
event, to lionize his friend, to create a
theatrical eulogy, he left a hanging curve
over the plate. If it had been theater, the
director might have interrupted, “People.
Let’s try, ‘all in all, a pretty horrendous

way to go,’ or ‘all in all, a pretty
tragic way to go,’ because,
people, we’re talking about
being tossed into the air like a
rag doll, and feeling the force
of ragged teeth in guillotine-
like jaws damned near cutting
you in two, and feeling your
last drop of blood drain from
your body before your friends,
including the stupid one who
gives interviews, could pull
you from the water. All in all, I
think the line is all wrong.”

I don’t know anyone who
would list “shark attack” as
his preferred way to die. At

least none of my friends will admit it.
There must be widespread agreement in
the San Diego area, because the beaches
have been closed since the attack and no
one has complained. I haven’t heard
of one tri-athlete whine that his training
schedule has been disrupted. They have
been more likely to skip swimming this
week and concentrate on running or
cycling. Still, there is this guy in the
interview who seemed to envy
his deceased buddy. Not me. When I
think of dying doing something I love, it
doesn’t include falling from a cliff or
being eaten by anything. I don’t think,
“I’d love to die skiing. I could run into a
large tree and open my skull. Better yet, I
could go over a cliff and savor a few
seconds of anticipation.” No. I’m more
likely to think about dying in my sleep.
Even if sleeping weren’t a favorite pastime
before, it is now. I’m having a hard time
thinking of a better way to go. All in all, I
think dying in one’s sleep is a pretty good
way to go. I’d eliminate anything painful
and I’d rather not know what was
happening.

The idea of being surrounded by
loved ones and sharing my wisdom with
them is pretty appealing, but I don’t see
why I should have to die to enjoy that
experience. Of course, It’s hard to get love
ones to get together without a pretty good
reason. I like to eat, but the idea of
aspirating a chunk of steak and being
unable to tell a Good Samaritan that’s
he’s doing the Heimlich all wrong stinks.
I told Lizzie that I would like to die saving
someone else’s life, and I think that I
believed it at the time. After reading the
shark story, I’m not so sure. Shakespeare,
who said a lot of smart things, wrote, ”A
coward dies a thousand deaths — a
soldier dies but once.” Maybe I could lie
about my age and enlist. I have no desire
to join the SEALs as long as those sharks,
the ones who almost never attack
humans, are still out there.

Are there ‘good’ ways to die?
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The girls played an incredible and
very physical game at home

against Murphy Monday, April 28.
Highlands won 5-3. There will

possibly be one more game -
against Swain (club team) before

the beginning of the State
Playoffs next Wednesday at

home. Since we beat Murphy
three out of four games - they will

not be making up the game
missed for bad weather. Above,
Carolyn Hornsby strongly blocks
the ball and later scored a sweet

goal.

Photo by Noel Atherton

Girls Soccer approach State Playoffs

... SCHOOL BOARD continued from page 1
phone number out there, and anybody
who wants to contact me has every right to
do it. Anything anonymous will go in the
trash,” he said. “I can’t read anything or lis-
ten to anything without a name; I don’t
know who to respond to.”

“Any concern you have, if it’s for the
children, I am for it,” Board member Rob-
erta Swank said. “Please come to me: I’m
not going to hold it against you.”

Tommy Baldwin echoed the senti-
ments of the others, saying “If you want to
call me or come by and see me or write me
a letter, I’ll do my very best to get back with
you in any way that I can. If I don’t have a
way I’ll get out and find it.”

The Board approved Paula Ledford’s
recommendation to establish a contract
with child psychiatrist Dr. Jeff Carter at the
Pisgah Institute. “The wait time in Macon

County to be evaluated by a psychiatrist is
three to five months,” Ledford said. “On
occasion we have students in crisis and we
can’t wait three to five months.”

A brief update was given on the
progress of East Franklin Elementary reno-
vations which are still in progress.

The preliminary school system 2008-
2009 budget was approved and will be sent
to the MC Commission for review.

Capital Outlay expenditures for the
upcoming year are $1,767,743 with reve-
nues to match including a county appro-
priation of $1,747,743 and a fund balance
appropriation of $20,000.

Current expenses/revenue for 2008-
2009 balance out at $10,340,514.

For stakeholder survey results see story
on page 6.

By Sally Hanson
Reporter

At Monday night’s school board
meeting, Tim Burrell, information
specialist, released the results of the BOE’s
annual “Stakeholder Survey” which was
conducted mostly online.

Among the 26 respondents from the
community, the top five areas for
celebration were the quality of teachers in
the school system, the fact that student
discipline was handled fairly and
consistently, that the schools have qualified
instructional staff, that the schools and the
district provided announcements in a
timely manner, and that the schools
effectively addressed student academic
needs in reading.

These community members felt that
improvement could be made in having
sufficient space for future growth and
enrollment, as well as having sufficient
space for current enrollment in the schools.
Number three was the concern that the
school system was receiving adequate
funding and resources, while the fourth and
fifth concern had to do with whether the
schools were free of tobacco and drugs,
respectively.

A parent survey was also conducted,
and 222 parents responded. The top five
positive answers received were:

• I respect my child’s teacher.
• My child’s school prepares students

to use computers/other technology.
• My child’s school has qualified

instructional staff.
• My child’s school effectively addresses

student academic needs in the area of social
studies.

• My child’s school effectively addresses
student academic needs in the area of math.

Parents were concerned about:
• Sufficient space is available for future

student growth at my child’s school.
• The school system receives adequate

funding and resources.
• The school system’s employees receive

competitive salaries.
• I feel comfortable offering

suggestions and sharing concerns with
district-level leadership.

• My child’s school is free of tobacco.
A total of 314 staff members responded

to the survey, and their top five positive
feedback were that my school has qualified
instructional staff; my school has high
expectations for student performance; I
respect my school’s teachers; my school
effectively addresses student academic
needs in areas of reading, and my school
provides adequate instructional resources
to students.

Staff members were concerned about
sufficient space for future growth, whether
system employees receive competitive
salaries, whether there is sufficient space for
current enrollment, whether the school
system receives adequate financial
resources, and whether the school’s lunch
program promotes healthy diets.

The surveys sent to students garnered
888 respondents. Their top five positive
answers were:

• My teachers are knowledgeable about

Community, parents, teachers and
students weigh in with survey

•See SURVEY page 17
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• REFLECTIONS FROM TURTLE POND •

Katie Brugger
k-brugger@hotmail.com

... FIBER continued from
page 1

Last weekend I drove to Florida for a
funeral. When my husband and I
were driving through Atlanta I had

the sudden thought that in modern
America we seem to confuse freedom
with “license,” that is, we seem to think
that freedom means doing whatever we
want. I looked up “license” and found
the meanings “lack of due restraint, ex-
cessive freedom,” and this quote: “When
liberty becomes license, dictatorship is
near,” Will Durant (co-author with his
wife Ariel of the 11-volume The Story of
Civilization).

Maybe what provoked this thought
was the sight of all the cars speeding
down the interstate at $3.59 a gallon. We
want the freedom to drive our cars until
the world runs out of gas.

We want the freedom to eat as much
as we want, so give us sugar- and fat-free
double chocolate brownies.

We want the freedom to own a gun
and shoot anyone who threatens us and
ours.

We want complete freedom to do
whatever we want with our property —
don’t impose any zoning rules or tell me
what I can and can’t do with my land.

But it seems to me that the most im-
portant freedom of all — freedom of
thought — is often undervalued.

Soren Kierkegaard (Danish philoso-
pher, 1813-1855) has a famous quote
about this: “People demand freedom of
speech as a compensation for the free-
dom of thought which they seldom use.”

Mark Twain reportedly said, “It is by
the goodness of God that in our country
we have those three unspeakably pre-
cious things: freedom of speech, freedom
of conscience, and the prudence never to
practice either of them.”

We hear all the time about how the
educational system in other countries is
superior to ours and how far behind
American children are in reading and
math skills. But have you ever wondered
why, if that is true and has been true for
decades, our universities are the best in
the world and our scientists have been on
the forefront of research?

Most countries around the world
teach through rote learning, where the
students parrot what the teachers say.
There is no emphasis at all on learning to
think for yourself. A couple of years ago I
interviewed an exchange student from
Croatia, and she was amazed at the fact
that students and teachers actually inter-
acted in this country.

Lately it is common to hear dire
warnings about the rise of China as a
world power, but I just read something
very interesting in the May 2008 Vanity
Fair about what the lack of intellectual
freedom means to that country’s future.
“The great Chinese dichotomy is between
the freedoms allowed to business and the

restrictions placed on people’s minds.
Much is made of Beijing’s rising arts scene
and the existence of an unofficial counter-
culture here — as if such departures from
uniformity amount to significant open-
ings for personal expression and creativity.
It’s nonsense. The arts are impotent by
definition, the counterculture is pretend,
and creativity is allowed to flourish only
in measure of its irrelevance to power. Ul-
timately this will prove to be a huge prob-
lem for China — larger than pollution or
quarrels with Taiwan. As it is today, no
one turns to China to learn about any-
thing but China itself. This is an ominous
reality for a would-be world leader, and is
one reason we will likely never see the
‘China century’ we’ve been told to
expect…I am a casual visitor to China,
with no great interest in forecasts, but this
much seems clear: as wages and produc-
tion costs rise, and China loses its special
appeal to manufacturers, the lack of in-
vention is going to sideline this country.
The paradox facing China’s leaders is they
cannot encourage the fix without as a re-
sult being removed from power.”
[“Beijing’s Olympic Makeover,” by Will-
iam Langewiesche]

The most dangerous threat to a dicta-
torship is people thinking for themselves.
The most dangerous threat to a democra-
cy is people not thinking for themselves;
confusing license with liberty (see Durant
quote).

A recent article in the New York Times
gave some welcome news about a trend in
this country towards appreciation of the
power of free thinking: an increase in the
study of philosophy by college students.
Many universities are reporting a dou-
bling in the number of students who are
declaring philosophy as their major.
“Other students said that studying philos-
ophy, with its emphasis on the big ques-
tions and alternative points of view, pro-
vided good training for looking at larger
societal questions, like globalization and
technology…Many students have double-
majored in philosophy and, say, psychol-
ogy or economics, in recent years, and go
on to become doctors, lawyers, writers, in-

Freedom to Think

ance.
Over the last three years, the town has

put aside $100,000 a year to foot the cost
of changing out poles – it costs $1,000 per
pole. Work on pole change-outs stopped
when the town entered into a contract with
McGavran Engineering – a relationship that
has since soured. At the last Town Board
meeting, commissioners requested Town
Attorney Bill Coward to end the contract
with McGavran Engineering.

Meanwhile, commissioners agreed to
let town crews continue with the pole au-
dit and change-outs as money is budgeted.
There are about 2,600 utility poles in the
town’s plant – about 10% need to be
changed because they are too short to ac-
commodate attachees properly. About 100
poles have been changed so far.

“The poles Balsam needs would have
been changed by now if we had continued
with our original plan,” said Town Engi-
neer Lamar Nix. “We’re about three years
behind now.”

In 1999, SCC began its quest to bring
21st Century resources to the region. Armed
with more than $1.5 million in funding
won by SCC, the college launched the Ap-
palachian Access Initiative – seeking a way
to lower the cost and increase the quality
and availability of telecommunications in-
frastructure in rural western North Caroli-
na.

The scope of the effort ended in the
development of a strategy to deploy an al-
ternative middle mile infrastructure in west-
ern North Carolina.

The strategy was adopted by the Edu-
cation and Research Consortium of the
Western Carolinas, the Western North
Carolina Knowledge Coalition, Advan-

tageWest and the founders of BalsamWest
FiberNET — the Eastern Band of Cherokee
Nation and Drake Enterprises.

Installation began in 2003 providing a
high-speed, fiber-optic loop linking west-
ern North Carolina with the rest of the state.

The pipeline originates in Sylva and
serves 45 school sites in the counties of Clay,
Cherokee, Graham, Jackson, Macon and
Swain, and the Qualla Boundary, Eastern
Band of the Cherokee.

The approximately 300-mile ultra-
high-speed fiber optic network delivers
bandwidth of one gigabyte per second –
equivalent to nearly 13,000 simultaneous
phone calls.

Phase I connectivity of the WNC-Ed-
NET brings voice, video, data and distance
communications to more than 70 school
sites in the isolated Appalachian region
where 130,000 residents live in the six-
county region with 165,000 being serviced.

Serving as BalsamWest’s Community
Interest Partner, SCC has helped the area
bridge the technological gap with the rest
of the world — ensuring that the region
could participate fully in a global econo-
my by providing open and affordable ac-
cess to this infrastructure.

 Southwestern Community College
hosts a 13-site interactive television system
– which includes four SCC locations and
seven area high schools – and a North Caro-
lina Information Highway connection
which provides a valuable videoconferenc-

•See FIBER page 9

vestment bankers and even commodities
traders.”

My husband Arthur thinks that the
teaching of philosophy should begin in
kindergarten; that is, teaching children to
think critically and independently about
issues.

And this column is turning out to be
a fitting eulogy for the friend whose me-
morial service I attended this weekend.
He was one of the freest thinkers I have
ever known, and someone who could
look at issues from all sides dispassion-
ately. This quote from an article honor-
ing my friend says it well: “He had the
unusual ability to eloquently argue a
point, never raising his voice…He would
then take a thoughtful swig of beer and
say ‘on the other hand,’ before arguing
the opposite point of view just as elo-
quently.”

Here’s wishing we could all be more
like him.



SPECIALTY FOODS

Highlands’ premier
gift basket company

gourmet foods – coffees & teas
fresh-baked pastries – gifts

entertainware

294 S. 4th Street • “on the hill”
526-5026

b
basketcase

Call for our 2008 Media Pack. Spend your advertising dollar where it will
do the most good...in Highlands’  Newspaper!

526-3901
800-526-3902

210 N. 5th Street • in Village Square

Wholesale Down
Comforters & More!

Monday-Saturdays
10 a.m.-4 p.m.

• 400-800
thread count
sheet sets
• Down
alternative
comforters
• Pillows and
MORE!!

Next to Farmers Market  on the Main Street side

526-4905
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Open Late!
Monday-Saturday

11 a.m. until 9 p.m.
Closed Sunday

Chocolates * Fudge * Ice
Cream

370 Main Street
Highlands, NC
(828) 526-3788

•See HIS & HERS page 17

• HIS & HERS •

Michelle Mead & John Armor
michiemead@aol.com
John_Armor@yale.edu

DUSTY’s
RHODES SUPERETTE

“A Grocery & MORE!”

Hours
Tues.-Sat, 8-5:30

493 Dillard Rd. •526-2762

All Year long!
It’s Dusty’s....

Let our “Heat & Serve” items
make your life easier.

Pick up your goodies now!

Maman said
there’ll be days
like this. What

Maman failed to
impress upon me was
that sometimes it would
stretch out for a whole
week. Or two.

I had two “ouches”
recently. The first came
after watching a news
report stating that many
folks would be getting a
nasty surprise when
they got their 1st
quarter 401(k) statements. According to
the news program I watched, the average
person would see slightly more than a
10% drop in the value of his 401(k)
account. I watched the mailbox, waiting
for the dire news. Well, it wasn’t as bad as
it could have been, but it was pretty bad,
nonetheless. My 401(k) lost 8.8% of its
value. It’s a shocker to wake up one
morning several thousand dollars poorer,
at least on paper. Yes, I know that you
have to be in these things for the long
run, and since I’m still eight years away
from 65, I’ll just have to be patient and
keep my fingers crossed.

Just as a well-needed laugh, I include
my favorite Jeff Foxworthy joke. “If you
think that 401(k) is your mother-in-law’s
bra size, you just might be a redneck.”

The second “ouch” was my health
insurance running out, or rather, my
COBRA came to an end. For 18 months, I
didn’t have to worry about health
insurance or scramble for alternative
coverage. I just plunked my monthly
check in the mail to the Personnel
Department of my old job, and it was
taken care of. Suddenly, I was faced with
the problem which faces many
Americans. Where could I get decent,
affordable health coverage? I am luckier
than most. A good friend of ours is a
broker, but it’s still a daunting prospect. I
went on-line and filled out all the forms.
Question #2 gave me a chuckle: Are you
or is anyone else in your household
pregnant? At 65 and 57, John and I are
safe on that one. Oh, and the cats are
fixed, too.

There’s a lot of talk about health
insurance in this country. John and I
don’t agree on it. I spent 19 years in
Australia and France, so I have the
experience of socialized medicine to
compare to how things are done here. No
system is perfect. All I can tell you is that
I’ve never lived in any other country
when there are donation boxes at the
checkout counters of supermarkets
because people can’t afford medical care

for themselves or a
loved one. Big money
is involved in medical
care, and where you
have big money, you
have abuse. Before you
think I’m saying things
are perfect elsewhere,
let me give you an
example to prove
otherwise. While I had
wonderful health care
in France, the
reimbursement on a
pair of eyeglasses was

40 francs – at that time around US$8 -
(this was in the late 1980s – early 1990s,
before the Euro). That figure was
unchanged since 1943.

With the election coming up, John
and I have been on the road a lot. Twelve
hours of car, getting home at 3 a.m.
hasn’t been out of the ordinary. We are
getting to know the menus of Wendy’s,
Arby’s, and Dairy Queen by heart. If
we’re splurging, we go to the Cracker
Barrel or Red Lobster. If we’re near
Brevard, we hit the awesome buffet at
Twin Dragons. Most of the time, though,
it’s not about food. It’s about hours and
hours of road travel – John doing the
driving, and me trying to decipher the
latest Google map. We have audio books
to break the monotony, and the local
countryside, which is beautiful in every
season. The truth is, however, that you
don’t generally make good time on many
of the roads we have to take. Just as
you’re tootling along, minding your own
business, some nutcase behind you
decides that you should both be doing
60 mph, no matter what the speed limit
sign says. It reminds me of that quote
about World War I – long periods of
intense boredom punctuated by short
periods of intense fear.

One of the saddest things about
these road trips may seem trivial to many
people. Maybe it’s a function of having
lived in big cities for so many years, but I
never get used to road kill. There is so
much of it around here! I read about a
college student in Illinois last year who
was going around dressing up road kill
in baby clothes, pet outfits, or even
painting them. She said she was doing
this because these deaths were so banal
that no one noticed them. While I think
her idea was totally wacko, I do agree
that it’s easy to become desensitized to
the plight of all these poor creatures that
have the misfortune of wandering into
traffic. How I wish I could see these
animals, and not become deeply upset

The Roadkill Rodeo



• HIGHLANDS EATERIES •
Buck’s Coffee Cafe

Open 7 days a week
7 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Coffee, tea, wine,
pastries, sandwiches

384 Main Street

Pescado’s Burritos
In the middle of 4th St.

...on the hill
Open for lunch Mon-Sat
Open for dinner Mon-Fri

526-9313

SportsPage

Sandwich Shoppe

314 Main Street • 526-3555

Mon.-Sat.
11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Soups • Salads • Sandwiches
Desserts • Loaded Baked

Potatoes

High Country Cafe

526-0572
Cashiers Road next to the
Community Bible Church

Breakfast & Lunch
6:30 a.m. to 2 p.m

Sunday through Friday

Down
home

favorites
everyday!
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Serving Lunch
Wednesday-Sunday

11am—3pm

Now delivering in town and to
the hospitalal

Don Leon’s Cafe

30 Dillard Road, 526-1600

Great Food – any time of day
Soup, Salad, Sandwich
Evening Hot Meals

• Coffee Cappuccinos, Lattes
• Wine and Beer
• Delectable Desserts
• Incredible Ice Cream & Yogurt
• Wireless Hotspot

Open 9am - 4 pm
Thurs, Fr, Sat, ‘till 8 pm

Closed Wednesday
Mountain Brook Center

(828) 526-9822

Stop in for slow-cooked BBQ, Ribs,
Fried Chicken, Hot Wings and other
Southern favorites that’ll have you

asking for more!

461 Spring Street • 526-2626

LUNCH
&

DINNER
CATERING

NEW! Live Music every Friday &
Saturday night from 7-10 p.m.!

“We offer quick service,
not fast food”

Burgers • BBQ • Hotdogs •
Reubens • Onion Rings • Fries
Ice cream • and much more!

“Great food at the best
prices in town! Courteous,

friendly and fast”

Corner of 4th & Spring streets
Open Year Round

New fitness equipment, renovated
workout rooms, ready for use at Rec Park

The recent truckers’ strike delayed its arrival a few
weeks, but last week 12 pieces of fitness equipment were
set up in the refurbished workout rooms on the lower
floors of the Rec Park.

Including the new equipment, rugs, fresh paint reno-
vations cost about $50,000.

The new fitness machine lineup includes: an Ellipti-
cal, Chest Press, Shoulder Press, Rear Delt., Seated Row,
Arm Curl, Tricep Extension, Prone Leg Curl, two Hip Ab-
ductors, Abdominal, Back Extension and a 5-stack Multi-
Station.

Fitness Center membership fees and charges offer a
variety of programs for individuals and families.

For one person its $125 for a year, $75 for six months,
$45 for three months, $20 for one month, $10 for one
week and $5 for one day.

For families it’s $220 for a year, $145 for six months,
$90 for three months, $40 for one month, $15 for one
week, and $10 for a day.

Also offered are swimming pool memberships for
individuals and familes. An individual season pass (May-
August) is $40 and a family pass is $65. The adult daily fee
is $2 and the children daily fee is $1.

The Rec Park is open from 9 a.m. to 10 p.m. Monday

through Friday, 10 a.m. to 10 p.m., and 1 p.m. to 6 p.m.
on Sundays.

For more information about Rec Park activities call
526-3556.

ing linkage.
About a year ago March, Drake Software, BalsamWest

FiberNet, the Eastern Band of the Cherokee Indians and
SCC, hosted an event celebrating the collaborated project.
“The North Carolina line no longer ends in Asheville,”
said officials.

Representative Phil Haire and Senator John Snow have
said they are committed to getting the money needed to
connect every school in Western Carolina to the Balsam
West Fibernet.

Technology Director for Macon County Schools Tim
Burrell said the increased bandwidth provides a number
of advantages such as improving their ability to deliver
applications and content between schools and the school
system and saving them $7,000-$8,000 a month in trans-
port costs.

Burrell added that it would also allow them to con-
solidate servers from 68 down to 10 and would offer ad-
vantages such as distance learning and staff development
programs.

Balsam West will pay the Town of Highlands an at-
tachment fee per pole like Northland and Verizon. Cur-
rently it’s $10 per attachment but commissioners said that
could change.

– Kim Lewicki

... FIBER continued from page 7



• CONSERVATIVE POV •

Don Swanson
Feedback is

encouraged. Email
swandonson@dnet.net
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Manley’s
Auto Service

1597 S. Fourth Street
828-526-9805

Complete Auto Care
Towing Service Available

• ASE Certified

James “Popcorn” Manley
Owner/Operator

• 24 Hour Service
• Local & Long Distance Hauls

Manley’s Towing Service
526-9805 or 342-0583

OPEN HOUSE

Steve, Lori, Janice, Judy, Lila, Pam, Leesa
and Jarrett

AUTO • BUSINESS • HOME • LIFE • HEALTH
472 Carolina Way • Highlands, N.C.
828-526-3713 • 800-333-5188

WAYAH INSURANCE GROUP

Wayah Insurance Group cordially
invites you to join us in celebrating 20

years in Highlands!
Where?

472 Carolina Way
When?

Thursday, May 1
4-6:30 p.m.

We Hope To See You There!

Customers, Friends!
Come help us celebrate offering

you more than 80 years of
insurance experience!

“Heart of the
High Country”

Everyday at 8 a.m., noon, 5 p.m.,
7 p.m., 10 p.m., & midnight.’

The Visitor Information Program
airs at 7 am, 9 am, 4 pm, 6 pm,

9 pm, and 11 pm.

Highlands’ Own
TV Show...on Northland

Cable Channel 14.

It’s all about
Highlands

and its people!

7 Days A
Week 24
Hours

A Day...Even
Holidays

Roto-Rooter Plumbing &
Drain Cleaning of High-

lands and Cashiers

Based in Highlands • Call
526-8313 • Free Estimates

“We will locate, excavate
and pump it!”

Travel has many benefits.
I prefer driving
whenever practical

because it relaxes me.
Strangely enough, I can
spend the day going at
speeds roughly my age (I’m
old), just several inches away
from other vehicles, going
more or less as fast, driven by
people who may be
contemplating homicide or
suicide or God knows what,
and end up with blood
pressure that is closer to too
low rather than too high, high being my
norm. Maybe no access to the computer,
minimal phone calls, just the beautiful
countryside and racetrack conditions
contribute to my

placid condition. I can’t explain it.
Another thing that long-distance

driving enables is listening to talk radio
relatively undistracted. With all the
political activity going on for many
months, there was no end of entertaining
conversation. Driving back from Florida
the other day, however, a morning talk-
guy, Glen Beck, departed from the
political realm and delved into areas not
so relaxing. Now while Beck, who calls
his listeners “sick twisted freaks,” is just a
hair off the reservation, he does do
extensive research on serious subjects and
occasionally comes up with some
thought provoking ideas.

He brought up the fact that Saudi
Arabia is opening its last oil field, and
while its reserves are significant, it will
just off-set dwindling production, and the
oil it contains is hugely expensive to
produce and they need the current price
per barrel to cover the cost. Does this
indicate that “peak oil” (when the
maximum rate of global petroleum
production is reached) is upon us? Some
experts believe it is.

With China, India and other rapidly
developing countries increasing the
global demand, if you think the price of
gas is a problem now, “you ain’t seen
nuttin’ yet.”

Something that has bugged me for
years is the refusal of our government to
allow drilling in ANWR, off the
continental shelf and in the gulf.
Certainly what is now underway could
not have been a surprise to the powers
that be. Could they be so in the pocket of
special interests that they would let their
constituents suffer with ever-increasing
gas prices? Have the greenies got so much
power that they can dictate their dooms-
day agenda? I don’t know. I just don’t
understand it.

Beck went on to discuss
the food inflation that is now
rampant throughout much of
the world and the impending
shortage of rice and wheat
among other foodstuffs.
Much, if not most, of the
food inflation issue must be
laid at the feet of our ethanol
policy. Certainly, the
upgrading of the protein
demanded by huge
populations contributes to
the problem, but I think the
rush to ethanol has a

significant effect.
It’s pretty simple. Federal and State

mandate percentages of ethanol to be
used in the near future. Farmers, being no
dummies, convert much of their land to
corn production. The tremendous non-
food demand raises the price of corn
futures and ultimately corn itself. Corn is
used in many food products and cattle
feed, escalating their prices. When farmers
go more and more to corn, they go less
and less to wheat, beans and other crops.
This raises the price of these items and
creates shortages that didn’t exist before
(the US now imports wheat for the first
time ever). Corn production uses
considerably more fertilizer than most
other crops, so its price has gone up
accordingly, which adds additional cost
increases to all other agricultural goods.

With the sudden increase in demand
for farm products one wonders why the
farm bill going through Congress contains
huge farm subsidies, much of which goes
to corporate giants and to others to not
farm their land.

Beck went on to mention other
significant problems facing the county, the
plunging dollar among them. Talk is
rumbling around world financial circles
that perhaps the dollar should no longer
be the instrument used in international
trade.

This is not good. It can be argued that
foreign governments buying most of our
debt is OK because it offsets our trade
imbalance, but when the music stops,
there will be big problems.

Note nothing has been said about
Iraq, Iran, Syria, Afghanistan, etc., or the
war on terrorism in general. The problems
facing this country are mostly either
created or exacerbated by our government.
Unexpected consequences are rampant. I
don’t burden you with this gloomy
scenario for no good reason. If you
haven’t already voted, it is crucial that you
vote and do it wisely. This is no time for
amateurs in the highest offices of the state
and the country. It’s up to you.

Stop the World – I Wanna get off !
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Eastern Star donates to school

As a token of appreciation, Mr. Brian Jetter, Highlands School Princi-
pal, was presented a check from the Highlands Chapter of Eastern
Star for the Family and Consumer Science Department (FCSD). Pic-
tured with Jetter are Linda Shearon and Sabrina Cashion, members of
the chapeter. Ms. Cashion is also the teacher for the FCSD. A donation
by the chapter was also made to the Community Care Clinic with pro-
ceeds from its annual Pumpkin Roll sales.

Few people realize the important con-
tributions of the auxiliary toward the
growth, maintenance, and purchases of
necessary equipment to make our hospital
a vital part of the community.

Previous to Aug ’96, $24,000 was giv-
en. In 1997 the auxiliary paid for mammo-
grams, BP clinics, children’s clinic and land-
scaping supplies.

From ‘97 to March ‘08, the total
amount given was $126, 746, which includ-
ed such things as physical therapy equip-
ment, wheelchairs,3 ventilators,and an ul-

trasound table.
Scholarships , an ongoing program,

totaled $8,471. Prior to this report, the
auxiliary gave $120,000 for the kitchen.

The auxiliary meets the first Monday
of every month where they are informed
of recent developments and hear progress
reports in order to determine their place
in the growth and well being of the hos-
pital.

New members are always welcomed
and encouraged to join.

Importance of H-C Hospital Auxiliary

If you have an open heart and would
like to help people who are dealing with a
serious illness, Highlands-Cashiers Hospice
would like you as a volunteer.

 Compassion, commitment and caring
are all words that describe a hospice
volunteer. You don’t need any special
training before coming to us; hospice will
provide the training and support. In fact,
Highlands-Cashiers Hospice will hold a
two-day orientation program for volunteers
next month. The class will be Wednesday,
May 7 and Wednesday, May 14.

If you are interested in becoming a
volunteer with Highlands-Cashiers Hospice
please call (828) 526-1402.

• Complete line of office
supplies

• Laminating • Fax Service
• Greeting Cards

• Laser paper
• Ink Cartridges

87 Highlands Plaza
526-3379

FAX: 526-3309

“It’s good to do business in Highlands”

Hospice seeking
new volunteers
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Laboratory services at Highlands-Cash-
iers Hospital meet the standards established
by the leading national organization accred-
iting hospitals and other health care pro-
viders, according to the results of a recent
survey.

The Joint Commission recently award-
ed full two-year accreditation to the hospi-
tal’s laboratory and its related services, fol-
lowing a bi-an-
nual survey con-
ducted back in
February. Accred-
itation is “the
Gold Seal of Ap-
proval for health
care quality and
safety,” accord-
ing the letter an-
nouncing the re-
sults of the sur-
vey process. The
hospital received
official notifica-
tion of the survey
results earlier
this month.

Reaccredita-
tion by the com-
mission also
means the hos-
pital’s lab has
met the require-
ments of the
Clinical Labora-
tory Improve-
ment Act (CLIA),
a designation re-
quired by the
Center for Medi-
care and Medic-
aid Services in
order for a hos-
pital to continue to receive reimbursement
for lab services provided to those covered
by those programs.

“We are very pleased that our labora-
tory services have once again been reviewed
and been given reaccreditation by The Joint
Commission,” said hospital President and
CEO Ken Shull. “We were very confident
of the quality of our laboratory department,
but it is also wonderful when an indepen-
dent organization with the reputation of
The Joint Commission confirms that.”

As part of the unannounced two-year
review of the laboratory itself, commission
surveyors also review other departments
that perform lab tests in their areas, such as
glucose finger sticks and simple urine tests
in the case of the emergency department
and the Fidelia Eckerd Living Center, and
more complex testing of blood gases in the

From left, Rita Garland, RT and Ann Green-
lee, MT, proudly display certificates from The
Joint Commission granting full two-year re-
accreditation to laboratory services at High-
lands-Cashiers Hospital. Greenlee manages
the hospital laboratory, while Garland man-
ages the hospital’s cardio-pulmonary servic-
es department. Lab testing in both depart-
ments, along with the testing capabilities of
the emergency room and Fidelia Eckerd Liv-
ing Center, were recently scrutinized by sur-
veyors as part of a bi-annual review for qual-
ity and patient care standards.

H-C Hospital lab services win
two-year reaccreditation

case of the hospital’s Cardio-pulmonary
Services department.

“Ann Greenlee, MT, (manager of the
laboratory) and her staff, Rita Garland, RT,
(manager of cardio-pulmonary services and
her staff, and our folks in the other depart-
ments that were included in this survey
should be very proud of the job they are
doing,” Shull said.

To earn and
maintain The
Joint Commis-
sion’s Gold Seal
of Approval lab-
oratories must
undergo an on-
site survey by a
Joint Commis-
sion survey team
at least every two
years. Unlike
laboratories, en-
tire hospitals
which elect to be
accredited by
Joint Commis-
sion are sur-
veyed every three
years. High-
lands-Cashiers
Hospital is due
for that reaccred-
itation survey
sometime this
calendar year,
said Shull.

While labo-
ratory services
will also be in-
cluded in that
overall survey,
they won’t draw
the same level of

scrutiny as they did during the February
visit, says Greenlee. “This was a very inten-
sive review, and we are glad to have done
so well.”

Joint Commission standards address
the organization’s level of performance in
key functional areas, such as patient rights,
patient treatment, and infection control.
The standards focus not only on an orga-
nization’s ability to provide safe, high qual-
ity care, but on its actual performance as
well.

Founded in 1910 as an independent,
not-for-profit organization, the Joint Com-
mission is the nation’s predominant stan-
dards-setting and accrediting body in health
care. It evaluates and accredits more than
15,000 health care organizations and pro-
grams in the United States.



• COACH’S CORNER •

Ryan Potts
tryanpotts@hotmail.com

381 Main Street • 526-0667

Mon-Sat 11-5

• ART GALLERIES •
Mill Creek Gallery &

Framing
Located in Highlands Village

Square • Oak Street at 5th

(behind Wolfgang’s)

Custom Picture Framing
(including laminating service)

Open Saturdays
(828) 787-2021 cypicturelady@aol.com

Art and crafts by local artisans

Bryant Art Glass

Open Monday-Saturday
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

New location at
216 S. 4th St. Highlands

526-4095
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Old Fashioned Hymn Sing
First Presbyterian Church to host a hymn sing on

Sunday, May 4 at 4 p.m.

Stell Huie
Song Leader

Angie Jenkins
Piano

Those attending may choose a hymn from the
1938 Cokesbury Hymnal

Make plans to attend for an enjoyable hour of
singing and Christian Fellowship

471 Main Street

Ladies and Gentle-
men,

we are living in a
unique day and time.

Our current society
thrives in a world of in-
stant gratification — we
want what we want when
we want it. (Try saying
that three times fast).
With24 hour news,
sports, entertainment, the
blogosphere, etc., our
brains are assaulted with
a constant stream of information when-
ever we so desire it. With so many op-
tions for information at our fingertips,
it is amazing the amount of control we
have. Which brings me to my thought
for today which is about the incredible
power of Youtube and the benefits it
can provide to sports fans young and
old alike.

For those of you who are unfamil-
iar with the website Youtube, here is a
brief explanation. Youtube is a gigantic
library of flash videos that people have
uploaded onto the internet. The benefit
of this is that, as the user, you have an
incredible video clip library at your fin-
gertips. This library is relatively family
friendly, as videos with R-Rated content
are blocked and inappropriate videos
are removed from the website. The only
downside to Youtube is the fact that any
idiot can upload a video, so in addition
to fantastic older video clips, rare sports
highlights, and the latest from televi-
sion and movies, you can also watch
Billy Bob get nailed in the acorns any-
time you want. (It’s a quality stress re-
liever).

Youtube is terrific for reliving classic
sports moments, as with a simple
search you can watch old NBA videos,
great college basketball games, famous
World Series moments and all sorts of
controversial plays. There is also a
plethora of video montages set to music
that provide highlights of specific teams
and/or superstars. Another benefit to
having this kind of information at your
beck and call is that you can watch re-
cent events again and again, without
having to set your TIVO. (Another in-
vention that is a necessity in the tool
belt of the true sports fan). Just last
night I managed to watch highlights of
the NBA playoffs, a few old music vid-
eos, a professional wrestling match,
some of the top 50 comedy sketches of
all time, and part of the Obama-Clin-
ton debate all in the span of an hour or
so and all at the same website.

As you settle in tonight for some
quality computer time, I recommend

taking Youtube for a spin.
I’m sure that most of you
already have some good
sports memories that you
would like to re-live, but
just in case you need
some suggestions, here
are five great sports clips
to check out.

5. Larry Bird High-
lights. Just type in “Larry
Bird Highlights” and you
will be treated to a great
NBA films video of Larry

Legend, set to the croons of John Mel-
lencamp. (Apparently, he dropped the
“cougar” likely because he didn’t want
to be associated with liking younger
men…insert Michael Jackson joke
here).

4. Vince Carter dunk. Search for
“Vince Carter dunk” and you will expe-
rience Carter dunking over 7-foot
Frenchman Frederic Weis at the Olym-
pics several years ago.

3. “New Polo.” Right Side of the
Tree is a group of kids from Atlanta that
do rap parodies, and this one is proba-
bly the best of them all. Funny stuff.

2. Jim Valvano: Never Give Up.
Amazing speech given by Valvano at the
ESPY’s. Simply heartbreaking, yet in-
credibly inspirational.

1. Nolan Ryan and Robin Ventura.
Do a search for these two names at the
same time, and be prepared to watch a
beatdown of epic proportions. Note to
self, Robin…never charge the mound of
a middle-aged man from Texas.

A call for Youtube

On Thursday, May 1 at 6 p.m. in
Board Room at Courthouse there
will be a Work Session for review
and direction on:

• Occupancy tax system
• Animal control ordinance/

operations
• Siler Road extension
• Duke re-licensing intervention
• FROGS Memorandum of

Understanding
• Budget development update
• Personnel
No decisions will be finalized or

votes taken.

Fun & Functional Arts & Crafts

1990 Dillard Road 
(Hwy 106)
Highlands, NC

828.526.3900

Open Mon-Sat
9:00 am - 5:30 pm

Sun. 1-4 p.m.

MC COMMISSION
AGENDA
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Members of the Highlands Plateau Audubon Soci-
ety returned last weekend from a visit to Dauphin Is-
land, Alabama, where they welcomed the arrival of
many of our Spring migrants.

Among the most spectacular of the species travel-
ing northward were the brilliantly red Scarlet Tanagers
(which some refer to as the “Black-winged Redbird”)
and glowing blue Indigo Buntings. Like many of their
fellow migrants, these birds fly non-stop across the
Gulf of Mexico, arriving after their exhausting trip at
barrier islands such as Dauphin to briefly rest and re-
fuel for their onward journey to more northerly
breeding grounds.

Ideally their arrival in our mountains is timed to
the Springtime pulse of emerging insects which will
feed both them and their offspring as they nest and
raise their broods before heading home to Central
and South America and the Caribbean later in the
summer.

Greatly facilitated by the generosity of Audubon
Society member John Stowers, the group of eight cou-
ples recorded a total of 127 species in just 3 ½ days
on the island.

Dauphin Island Bird Sanctuaries, along with the
Audubon Society and the National Fish and Wildlife
Service, protects and maintains several areas of wood-
lands, wetlands and swamp which provide essential
food and shelter for migratory birds.

Species observed just arriving in Alabama and
soon to be seen on the Highlands Plateau include the
Chestnut-sided, Northern Parula and Black-throated
Green Warblers, Wood Thrush, and Ruby-throated
Hummingbird (already present here with later arrivals
still occurring on Dauphin Island).

The Audubon Society group also enjoyed a spec-
tacular display of breeding herons, egrets and ibis on

Audubon Society field trip previews Spring migrants in Alabama
a tiny island in Mobile Bay, as well as shorebirds and
waders seen in sheltered pools and ponds on Dau-
phin Island itself. Clapper Rail, American Avocet, Red-
dish Egrets and Mottled Ducks were among the many
species seen in these locales which are not found in
our area, and which were a special treat in addition to
the migrating birds.

Without the sanctuaries to be found on Dauphin
Island, many of the migrating species would be absent
from our forests. The May 10 dedication of the High-
lands Plateau Important Bird Area will provide recog-
nition of the essential role played by our mountain
habitats in the life cycle of our migratory birds.

The Highlands area is the northern end of their
migration, the breeding and nesting grounds for
many species that were seen in Alabama, such as Black
and White and Chestnut-sided Warblers and Rose-
breasted Grosbeaks.

The Highlands Plateau Audubon Society invites
all who are interested to attend the dedication at the
Highlands Nature Center, Saturday, May 10, 8:30 to
11:30 AM, with optional bird walks beginning at 7:00
AM (call 787-1230 if you wish to participate in the
walks). There will be informative talks, presentation
of conservation awards, and refreshments will be
served.

Many half-day field trips are offered by the High-
lands Plateau Audubon Society within the area. Watch
the paper for up-coming trips and join the group for a
fun outing to get to know some of our beautiful birds.
Trips are free, though membership in the Audubon
Society is certainly encouraged, as the group seeks to
promote education about birds and their preservation
as well as their habitat. Those with all levels of interest
are welcomed. Please call Brock Hutchins at 787-
1387 for additional information.

Clapper Rail

Eastern Bluebird

Below: Highlands
Plateau Audubon

members scanning
for birds on Dauphin
Island. From left: Pat

Davis, Doug
Landwehr, Romney
Bathurst, Bev and

Hillrie Quin, Edwin
Poole.

Watching egrets & herons on Mobile Bay island. From left: Bill Bathurst, Romney
Bathurst, Mike Kaiser, John Stowers
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• ANTIQUES & FURNITURE •

April Hours: Fri.-Sun. noon to 5 p.m. Corner of Spring & 3rd streets

Featuring a large selection of antique
Chintz china, antiques &

home accessories Chintz &
CompanyNew this season, our CONSIGNMENT

SHOP on the 2nd floor.
Call 526-5984 or 526-4222 for details!

215 S. 4th Street• “On the Hill”
828-526-2080

Fine China, Glass, and
Furniture

Sterling Silver Pattern
Matching

Beautiful Jewelry, too!

Advertise in the weekly
publication that the buying public reads!

Call 526-0782 or email
highlandseditor@aol.com

              Visit our new Sale Room, where you’ll
discover irresistible bargains!

Open Year-round

Meg Dansereau is a lucky woman,
though she is the kind of plucky New En-
glander who makes her own luck. She is in
great shape, she loves her work, she has a
terrific family, and she has a future carved
in wood, which, for her, is better than stone.

When she was in her forties, she took
what she thought was a simple office job,
helping run the business of Arnold Graton,
world-renowned vintage bridge restorer.
She did bookkeeping and managed daily
operations. One day Graton needed help
unloading timber, and he casually asked
Dansereau to help him. She was thrilled at
the chance to work outside but a bit appre-
hensive, not knowing exactly what was in-
volved. She said unloading timber wasn’t
something she did. What would happen if
she dropped a vintage beam, for example?
Or worse yet, cracked it – or cracked her-
self trying to lift it?

Graton, in his usual calm, unassum-
ing style reassured her there was no dan-
ger. “Just give it a try,” he said.

So she did, and to her surprise and
Graton’s gratitude, she did fine. That was
the beginning of a brand new career. Pretty
soon, she started wearing jeans and tees –
just in case she was called on to do some
heavy lifting. The next thing she knew, she
was on site, hauling timber and pounding
trunnels, long hand-turned wooden pegs,
into the trellis sides of covered bridges.

The hardest part of the transition from
pencil to sledgehammer was training her
petite body to keep up with the hulk and
bulk of power-lifter men. She would get up
at four in the morning and pump iron,
pushing herself to peak performance. She
didn’t mind that she could carry only one
heavy timber to her male counterpart’s two.
She just wanted to match him step for step,
hour for hour, task for task.

Aside from the personal physical chal-
lenge, she wanted to be part of Graton’s
passion for resurrecting old bridges and
buildings.

“I want to pass things on that make

Female bridge restorer helping to
preserve history in Bascom’s

covered bridge
my heart feel good,” she said. “I want to
continue to do things the old-fashioned
way: patiently, slowly and romantically. I
want to work with the sound of creaking
wood and timber, not the screech of loud,
irritating machinery.”

She is pleased that she is passing her
reverence for venerable “art-itecture” on to
others, but most grateful that her son, Tim-
othy, shares her enthusiasm. When he is
not immersed in studies, he is shoulder-to-
shoulder with Graton and his mom, learn-
ing the fine art of restoration.

“It’s not something you can learn from
a book,” she said. “It must be acquired by
watching and doing.”

When asked what she holds most dear
about her experience with Graton and vin-
tage restoration, she said, “I am a better
person for it. I have confidence now. I
walked through my fears.

“If you don’t try, you’ll never master
your fears.”

Her life motto could be summed up
in two words: go slow.

“Arnold and I are turtles,” she said. “It’s
good to slow down in this day and age and
do a thing right – slowly. Hey, the hare
didn’t win the race, did he?”

Dansereau and Graton are two tena-
cious turtles. Since they met six years ago,
they have restored an impressive number
of vintage structures, and the pace remains
slow and steady. They are tireless and de-
voted to each other and their cause.

The reward for their labors is multi-
fold. Each day of steady progress is a day to
celebrate. Larger accomplishments – such
as raising The Bascom’s bridge sides and
eventually pulling the bridge onto its moor-
ings on May 24 – are greater cause for re-
joicing.

But the greatest joy of all is knowing
that in 200 years people will still be using
and marveling at their monumental tri-
umph – restoring a piece of Americana
which, without them, could well have been
lost.

Bridge restorer Meg Dansereau, who is working at The Bascom’s
site, trained for a long time to be able to match her male counterparts’
performance.

At Ck Swan and Harllee Gallery, you will find 18th
to 21st century decorative furnishings, accessories

and eccentricities, along with original arts and
crafts by regional and national artists.

 828-526-2083
At the corner of Hwy. 64 east & Pine Street, Highlands
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Children’s Theatre Classes return this
summer and are filling up fast .Don’t let
your children miss out on a minute of fun
offered July 7 running Monday through Fri-
day until July 19. Hours are 9 a.m. to noon
for ages 6-10 and 1-4 p.m. for ages 11-16.
Please contact the Playhouse for the cost of
this two week session.

Lakeside Restaurant has graciously of-
fered to donate to the Playhouse a portion
of its revenue on Wednesday, July 16 when
the Playhouse is mentioned. Please make
your reservations for this evening and en-

joy a lovely meal while supporting the Play-
house!

Commemorative Bricks are once again
being sold at the Playhouse. Call the box
office with your order and your brick will
be in place this season.

Oak Street Café has also graciously of-
fered to donate to the Playhouse a portion
of their revenue on any meals purchased
prior to show time. Park your car, have a
lovely meal, then walk across the street to
your Playhouse production!

Local restaurants to donate portion
of revenue to Playhouse

Absentee ballots must be returned by
mail or in person to the MC Elections of-
fice in the MC Courthouse in Franklin by 5
p.m. Monday May 5.

On the Democratic Ballot:
• For President it’s Hillary Clinton,

Mike Gravel and Barack Obama.
• For U.S. Senate voters may choose

Kay Hagan, Duskin C. Lassiter, Jim Neal,
Howard Staley or Marcus W. Williams.

• For Governor, the choices are Rich-
ard H. Moore, Dennis Nielsen or Bev Per-
due.

• For Lt. Governor it’s Walter H. Dal-
ton, Hampton Dellinger, Pat Smathers, or
Dan Besse.

• For Auditor it’s between Beth A. Wood
and Fred Aikens.

• For Commissioner of Insurance it’s
between Wayne Goodwin and David C.
Smith.

• For Commissioner of Labor Mary
Fant Donnan, Ty Richardson, Robin Ander-
son and John C. Brooks are running.

• For Superintendent of Public Instruc-
tion it’s between Eddie Davis and June St.
Clair Atkinson.

• For Treasurer Janet Cowell, Michael

Weisel and David Young are running.
On the Republic Ballot:
• For President it’s Mike Huckabee,

Alan Keyes, John McCain, or Ron Paul.
• For U.S. Senate it’s Pete Di Lauro or

Elizabeth Dole.
• For U.S. Congress District 11 Spence

Campbell, Carl Mumpower and John C.
Armor are running.

• For Governor, Bill Graham, Pat Mc-
Crory, Robert F. (Bob) Orr, E. Powers, and
Fred Smith are running.

• For Lt. Governor, Timothy Cook,
Greg Dority, Robert Pittenger and Jim Sny-
der are running.

• For Superintendent of Public Instruc-
tion it’s between Joe Johnson, Richard
Morgan and Eric H. Smith.

• For Macon County Commissioner-
District III it’s between incumbent Charlie
Leatherman and Jimmy Goodman.

On the Nonpartisan Ballot:
There are two races for Court of Ap-

peals Judge – one between Jewel Ann Far-
low, Dean R. Poirier and James A. (Jim)
Wynn, and another where Sam J. Ervin, IV,
Janet Pueschel, Kristin Ruth and John M.
Tyson are running.

... PRIMARY continued from page 1

MC Commission Candidate Q & A

Jimmy GoodmanCharlie Leatherman

1. Why should voters consider you
for a seat on the MC Board of Commis-
sion?

To bring new ideas to the commission.
I got involved in local government 10 years
ago with the idea to get more citizen in-
volvement in local government. I want to
work to unite Macon County so we can
move into the future together. I have con-
cern for where we are going and want be
your next commissioner. It’s time for new
ideas.

2. When running for election, it’s
easy to use the current board’s policies
and actions as a tool against them. Do
you really think you would have and will
do things differently if elected to the

1. As a two-term commissioner,
what advice would you give a newly
elected commissioner?

Give the time necessary to learn what
a county commissioner actually can and
can not do. Learn the law that controls what
counties can and can not do. Put the poli-
tics that were used to get you into office
aside and serve the population through
your role in government.

2. Explain to voters why you stand
behind the vote of the commission con-
cerning countywide school expansion,
county/town infrastructure upgrading
and expansion, service facilities expan-
sions and other long-term goals for the
county.

•See GOODMAN page 26•See LEATHERMAN page 18

There are two openings on the MC Commission Board, but only the
District III seat is being contested on the Republican ticket.
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Phone: 8 2 8 .7 4 3 . 6 0 1 0
Cell: 828.269.9046 randsoellner@earthlink.net  NC Lic.9266 FL Lic.AR9264

RANDRANDRANDRANDRAND
SOELLNERSOELLNERSOELLNERSOELLNERSOELLNER
ARCHITECT

website: randarch.com

Mountain Architecture & Interiors

Steve Abranyi
828-787-2297
828-342-3234

Ask about
“Green Building

Options!”

Corner of 2nd and Spring streets
Highlands, NC 28741

(828) 526-4929

Visit us at www.WarthConstruction.com

Whether your property is on top of a cliff or
lakeside, we have the experience to make

your home a reality.

Construction, Inc.

• BUILDERS & ARCHITECTS •

Call today for information.

Highlands – 828-526-2412
Lake Toxaway – 828-883-8004

or visit our website at:
www.schmittbuilders.com

“Building Dreams
Since 1965”

From Country Clubs to
Mountainside Lots,

We Can Help Turn Your Highlands
Dream Into a New Home Reality

828-526-2240
Toll Free: 888-303-2240

www.cimbuild.com

Summit Design Group

828-482-0110
Highlands, NC

Design/Build Specialists

BRIGHTWATER
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

Custom FCustom FCustom FCustom FCustom Fine Homebuilding / Rine Homebuilding / Rine Homebuilding / Rine Homebuilding / Rine Homebuilding / Renovationsenovationsenovationsenovationsenovations
in the Cashiers, Sapphire and Highlands communitiesin the Cashiers, Sapphire and Highlands communitiesin the Cashiers, Sapphire and Highlands communitiesin the Cashiers, Sapphire and Highlands communitiesin the Cashiers, Sapphire and Highlands communities

NC UNLIMITED LICENSE

Call us at 828-743-2800 / 828-526-8350Call us at 828-743-2800 / 828-526-8350Call us at 828-743-2800 / 828-526-8350Call us at 828-743-2800 / 828-526-8350Call us at 828-743-2800 / 828-526-8350
or visit us at:or visit us at:or visit us at:or visit us at:or visit us at:     wwwwwwwwwwwwwww.brightwaterconstruction.com.brightwaterconstruction.com.brightwaterconstruction.com.brightwaterconstruction.com.brightwaterconstruction.com

Jim NeilJim NeilJim NeilJim NeilJim Neil
828-371-0645828-371-0645828-371-0645828-371-0645828-371-0645

Mason NeilMason NeilMason NeilMason NeilMason Neil
828-200-0807828-200-0807828-200-0807828-200-0807828-200-0807

learned, from past experiences, how to
remain hidden while waiting for word to
strike. They have the money to keep their
cell members hidden. We can’t find bin
Laden and we can’t find their sleeper
cells.

It is also my view that just before the
November election, our economy will be
at an all time low. America will be in a
deep recession with some financial
pundits suggesting the worse is yet to
come. It is the perfect time for al-Qaida,
the predator, not to attack. Always wait
until the prey is at its weakest.

Then, right after the November
election but before our new president’s
inauguration in January, a time when our
nation will be most vulnerable, possibly
during our Christmas holidays, I believe
al-Qaida will release their mission-
oriented sleeper cell members. This will
bring a final end to our economy. Our
nation, with the mightiest military in the
world, will be helpless to retaliate. There
will be wide-spread panic. al-Qaida will
have bankrupted us and destroyed much
of our soft-target infrastructure. The
American dollar will be next to worthless
on the world market.

You may have noticed by now I have
not offered a solution. That’s because
there is none. We are well past the time

when we should have acted. Short of
throwing out our Constitution and
forming a fascist government, there is
little that can be done at this point to
stop Islamic terrorism.

Some of the best predators in our
history were our own militia fighting the
British. Our patriots were farmers,
craftsmen, journeymen, and everyday
citizens who would stalk, strike, kill and
retreat. Then do it again and again until
the mighty British military was defeated.
The difference between a predator and a
patriot depends on which side of the fight
you’re on. We have, since then, lost our
predator mentality and it is the reason we
are losing everywhere in the world.

You have every right to disagree with
me. If you do, I pray you are right. I will
be shocked if al-Qaida doesn’t take
advantage of our weaknesses. What better
time than when it’s prey is so vulnerable?

Why am I so certain? It is what my
criminal/predator mind would do if I
were running al-Qaida But what do I
know? I am just an old retired cop living
on an isolated one-lane dirt road in
Highlands.

• Read Fred online at
www.highlandsinfo.com, scroll down,

click on News.

... HIS & HERS continued from page 8
by them! Two of my dear cats – Smokie
and Ben – ended their days struck by cars.
While the death of wild animals bothers
me, the sight of dead cats and dogs
reduces me to tears. I imagine a family,
waiting in vain for a beloved pet to return
home – never knowing their ultimate
fate. Our latest trip yielded the usual body
count of dead rabbits, squirrels, possum,
groundhogs, raccoons – but added to this
was a poor white cat with dark spots, and
a dead deer with a hind leg pointing
skyward. Who knows if their animal
families also puzzled over and waited for
the return of a father, mother, or child
who never returned?

I realize that we are in a war situation
right now, and the lives of wild animals
and domestic pets must seem very low
down the scale of daily tragedies. Still, we
sing and pray every Sunday for the well-
being of all of God’s creatures, and surely
these animals count among them. As we
drive down these winding country roads,
we give a thought to what may be around
the next corner. I always tell people that if
I had to choose between hitting an
animal and wrecking my car, I’d take out
Bambi and save the Jeep. In my early
twenties, I was in a Triumph sports car
that hit a deer, rolled over three times,
and wound up upside down in a
reservoir. That tends to focus the mind a
lot. Still, the other day, we were headed
down the road and a bird flew straight at
us. John was at the wheel, and did a

magnificent job of avoiding that robin
with a death wish. It may have been
foolish, but it sure felt good.

About the Author: Michelle A. Mead
is a writer and translator who grew up in
Waynesboro, Virginia, before wasting her
youth and good looks in Baltimore,
Sydney, Paris, and New York. She lives on
top of a mountain near Highlands.
Michelle is a member of the Highlands
Writers Group. She cries during Hallmark
card commercials and over dead animals.

... SURVEY continued
from page 6

the classes they teach.
• I respect my teachers.
• My school effectively addresses my

needs in areas of reading.
• I respect my school’s principal.
• My school has an environment where

I can learn.
Students’ top five concerns were:
• My school’s lunches are healthy.
• My school’ students show respect for

other students.
• My school bus is clean and in good

working order.
• I feel comfortable offering

suggestions and concerns to district
leadership.

• My school is a better place than it
was one year ago.
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Think “Fressers” for Lunch & Dinner!

Music with Cy Timmons Fri.-Sat at 6 p.m.
 Open for lunch 11-3 Mon-Sat

Open for dinner Mon-Sat (Closed Wed & Sun)

Gourmet meals • Fabulous Desserts
Wine • Brown-bagging permitted
Special EARLY menu 5-6:30 p.m.

• HIGHLANDS FINE DINING •

Open Everyday for Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner!

Breakfast
served

7-10:30 a.m.
Lunch served

11:30 a.m.-2 p.m.
Dinner served

5:30-9 p.m.

“Elevated
Southern

Cuisine at its
Finest”

Please call for reservations: 828-526-5477
445 Main Street • Highlands, NC, 28741

On Log Cabin Road behind Hampton Inn off N.C. 106 • 526-3380

Open for Dinner
5:30 until
Wed.-Sun.

(Closed Mon. & Tues.)
Reservations appreciated

The Log Cabin Restaurant

N.C. 106 in Dillard Road Shopping Center • 526-4429

Live Music Saturdays

International Cuisine
Cyprus (now serving mixed drinks & beer)

Dinner: 5-9 nightly

Call for reservations • 526-4188

Lunch Mon-Sat 11 a.m to 2:30 p.m.
Dinner Mon-Sat. from 5:30 p.m. 108 Main Street • 526-2706

Call ahead for Mother’s Day reservations!

Fireside Restaurant
Mon, Tues, Thurs: 10am–Brunch; 11am–Lunch; 4:30–Dinner

Saturday: 9am–Brunch; 11am–Lunch; 4:30–Dinner
Sunday: 9am–Brunch; 11am-3pm, Lunch

Live Music with Brad Vroon: Thurs 6-9pm with Tapas Menu
Live Music with Brad Vroon: Sunday noon-3pm

Closed Wednesday • 526-3636Wright Square Main Street

474 Main Street • 526-3807 • Wine Spectator Best of Award of Excellence

The Bistro is open
at 4 p.m. featuring  wine

and small plates

Featured in Southern Living, Southern Accents, WNC Magazine,
Our State and Outside Magazine

Dinner from at 5:30 p.m
Wednesday-Sunday

Reservations suggested

“Fabulous Food in a Casual Atmosphere”

Two Entrances – Main and Oak streets – 787-2200

Serving Lunch:
11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Serving Dinner:
from 5 p.m. until

Thurs-Mon.

... LEATHERMAN continued from page 16

Dinner begDinner begDinner begDinner begDinner begins at 5:30ins at 5:30ins at 5:30ins at 5:30ins at 5:30
RRRRReseresereseresereservations suggested.vations suggested.vations suggested.vations suggested.vations suggested.

Call 828-526-9Call 828-526-9Call 828-526-9Call 828-526-9Call 828-526-9419419419419419

531 Smallwood A531 Smallwood A531 Smallwood A531 Smallwood A531 Smallwood Ave.ve.ve.ve.ve.
on Harris Lakeon Harris Lakeon Harris Lakeon Harris Lakeon Harris Lake

wwwwwwwwwwwwwww.lakesiderest.lakesiderest.lakesiderest.lakesiderest.lakesiderestaurant.infoaurant.infoaurant.infoaurant.infoaurant.info Ristorante PaolettiRistorante PaolettiRistorante PaolettiRistorante PaolettiRistorante Paoletti
Uptown Italian Dining Since 1953
Downtown Highlands Since 1984

Dinner Nightly from 5:30 Reservations: 526.4906

Planning is essential for survival of any
undertaking. Planning allows goals to be
established and be used for gauging
progress, or the lack thereof, when projects
are undertaken. Improvements in the
school system, to include facilities and ser-
vices, are one of the very most basic of build-
ing blocks for our society. Commissioners
are responsible for insuring adequate facil-
ities are provided for students to have a safe
and hospitable environment in which to
attend school. Service facility expansions are
necessary to provide the services to the peo-
ple who live here. Sometimes the facility
may be sufficient, but the personnel neces-

sary to serve a growing population are what
is needed. It should be obvious that the
equipment and personnel necessary to serve
the public 30 years ago would not enough,
or adequate, to provide for the population
our county has today, and will continue to
increase in the future.

3. Why should voters stick with the
board that currently represents them?

The currently sitting board has handled
in a progressive and yet conservative man-
ner issues and improvements that have been
ignored for too long. While individual dif-
ferences may be evident during discussions
and working on the development of

projects; once a board decision is made the
commission members have supported the
decision. That kind of working relationship
is vitally important to see projects and pro-
grams are supported to see the objective is
achieve.

4. Why should the voters elect you
to a third term as county commission-
er?

Basically for the same reasons that I was
elected to two previous terms. I am still the
same person I have been for the last seven
years. I have the same convictions, same
concerns and same passion for Macon
County and its people that I have always

had. I know that during seven years of ser-
vice as a county commissioner I have dis-
appointed some by the stands I have taken
on some issues. While that may be true, I
have always tried to remove individual
thinking from my decision making process
and have tried to make my decisions based
on what is best for the most people today,
and as best I can figure, for the future to
come. I have been tested and tried and think
my record shows good judgments in most
of the decisions I have made. Have I made
mistakes? Yes, sure, but I have tried to learn
from them and avoid making the same
mistake more than once.
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• PLACES OF WORSHIP •
BLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCHBLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCHBLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCHBLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCHBLUE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev. Oliver Rice, Pastor (706) 782-3965
Sundays: School – 10 a.m., Worship – 11

Sunday night services every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7
Wednesdays: Mid-week prayer meeting – 7 p.m.

BUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHBUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHBUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHBUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHBUCK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11

First Saturday: Singing at 7:30 p.m.
CHAPEL OF SKY VCHAPEL OF SKY VCHAPEL OF SKY VCHAPEL OF SKY VCHAPEL OF SKY VALLEYALLEYALLEYALLEYALLEY

Sky Valley, Georgia
The Right Rev. Dr. John S. Erbelding, Pastor

Church: 706-746-2999
Pastor’s residence: 706-746-5770

Sundays: 10 a.m. – Worship
Holy Communion 1st Sunday of the month

Wednesdays: 9 a.m. Healing and Prayer with Holy
Communion each service

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LACHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LACHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LACHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LACHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER DATTER DATTER DATTER DATTER DAYYYYY
SAINTSSAINTSSAINTSSAINTSSAINTS

NC 28 N. and Pine Ridge Rd., (828) 369-8329
Rai Cammack, Branch President, (828) 369-1627

CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCHCHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCHCHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCHCHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCHCHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH
Rev. Cass Daly • Office – 526-2320

Sunday: Holy Communion -- 11 a.m.
(Highlands Community Center on. U.S. 64 next to

the ballfield in Highlands
Monday: Evening Bible Study at 6 p.m.
Wednesday: Men’s Bible study at 8 a.m.

at First Baptist Church
Pot Luck Lunch last Sunday of each month.

CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHCLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHCLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHCLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCHCLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Everett Brewer

Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11
Prayer – 6:30 p.m.

Evening Service – 1st & 3rd Sunday -- 7 p.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCHCOMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCHCOMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCHCOMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCHCOMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH

www.cbchighlands.com • 526-4685
3645 U.S. 64 east, Highlands

Sundays: 9:30 a.m. Sunday School; 1O:45 Worship;
6:30 p.m. High School Group

Wednesdays: Dinner 5 p.m.-6 p.m.; 6 p.m.
programs for all students; 6:15 p.m., Adult Bible

Study
Thursdays: Women’s Bible Study 10 a.m.

EPISCOPEPISCOPEPISCOPEPISCOPEPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNAAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNAAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNAAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNAAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATIONTIONTIONTIONTION
The Rev. Brian Sullivan –  Rector: 526-2968
Sunday: Breakfast; 9 A.M. - Sunday School

10:30 A.M. Holy Eucharist (Rite II)
Sunday Service on Channel 14 at 10:30 A.M.

Monday: 4 P.M. Women’s Cursillo Group
Tuesday: 8 A.M. Men’s Cursillo Group

4:30 P.M. Education for Ministry
Wednesday: 6:30 P.M. Choir Practice

Thursday: 10 A.M. Holy Eucharist (Chapel)
10:30 A.M. Daughters of the King

• Sunday Service on Channel 14 Sun. at 10:30 a.m.
FIRST ALLIANCE CHURCH OF FRANKLINFIRST ALLIANCE CHURCH OF FRANKLINFIRST ALLIANCE CHURCH OF FRANKLINFIRST ALLIANCE CHURCH OF FRANKLINFIRST ALLIANCE CHURCH OF FRANKLIN
Rev. Mitch Schultz, Pastor • 828-369-7977
Sun. Worship 8:30 & 10:45 a.m.;  6: p.m.

(nursery provided)
Sun. school for all ages 9:45 a.m.

Wed: dinner  5 p.m. followed by children’s
Pioneer Club 6 p.m.; Jr & Sr Youth Group 6:30 p.m.;

Adult Bible Study & Prayer Meeting 7 p.m.
Small groups available throughout the week.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCHFIRST BAPTIST CHURCHFIRST BAPTIST CHURCHFIRST BAPTIST CHURCHFIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
Dr. Daniel D. Robinson, 526--4153

Sun.: Worship 10:45 a.m., 6:30 p.m.; School – 9:30
a.m.; Youth – 6:30 p.m.; Choir – 7:15

Wednesdays: Dinner – 5:30 p.m.; Team Kids – 6
p.m.; Prayer – 6:15 p.m., Choir – 7:30 p.m.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHFIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHFIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHFIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHFIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Mark Kayser, Interim Pastor

Dr. Don Mullen, Parish Associate 526-3175
Sun.: Worship – 11 a.m.; Sun.School – 9:30 & 9:45.

Mondays: 8 a.m. – Men’s Bible Discussion &
Breakfast

Tuesdays: 10 a.m. – Seekers
Choir – 7

HIGHLANDS ASSEMBLHIGHLANDS ASSEMBLHIGHLANDS ASSEMBLHIGHLANDS ASSEMBLHIGHLANDS ASSEMBLY OF GODY OF GODY OF GODY OF GODY OF GOD
Sixth Street

Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study – 7

HIGHLANDS 7TH-DAHIGHLANDS 7TH-DAHIGHLANDS 7TH-DAHIGHLANDS 7TH-DAHIGHLANDS 7TH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCHY ADVENTIST CHURCHY ADVENTIST CHURCHY ADVENTIST CHURCHY ADVENTIST CHURCH
Wednesday evening prayer & Bible Study

Call Lloyd Kidder at 526-9474
HIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCHHIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCHHIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCHHIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCHHIGHLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Senior Pastor Todd Struble; Asst. Pastor Mike Harris
526-3376

Sun.: school 9:45 a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.;
5 p.m. Youth Group

Wed: Supper; 6; 6:15 – children, youth, & adults
studies; 6:15 – Adult choir

 (nursery provided for Wed. p.m. activities)
Thurs:12:30 – Women’s Bible Study (nursery)
HOLHOLHOLHOLHOLY FAMILY FAMILY FAMILY FAMILY FAMILY LUTHERAN CHURCH – ELCAY LUTHERAN CHURCH – ELCAY LUTHERAN CHURCH – ELCAY LUTHERAN CHURCH – ELCAY LUTHERAN CHURCH – ELCA

Chaplain Margaret Howell
2152 Dillard Road – 526-9741

Sundays: Sunday School 9:30 a.m; Adult discussion
group 9:30 a.m.; Worship/Communion – 10:30

HEALING SERVICE on the 5th sunday of the month.
LITTLE CHURCH OF THE WILDWOODLITTLE CHURCH OF THE WILDWOODLITTLE CHURCH OF THE WILDWOODLITTLE CHURCH OF THE WILDWOODLITTLE CHURCH OF THE WILDWOOD
Services at the Church in the Wildwood in

Horse Cove. Memorial Day through Labor Day
Call Kay Ward at 743-5009

Sundays at 7 p.m. through Labor Day. Dress is
casual. Old fashioned hymn-sing.
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCHMACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCHMACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCHMACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCHMACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH

8 miles south of Highlands on N.C. 28 S in Satolah
Pastor Jamie Passmore, (706) 782-8130

Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11
Choir – 6 p.m.

Wed: Bible Study and Youth Mtg. – 7 p.m.
MOUNTMOUNTMOUNTMOUNTMOUNTAIN SYNAGOGUEAIN SYNAGOGUEAIN SYNAGOGUEAIN SYNAGOGUEAIN SYNAGOGUE

St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, Franklin 369-6871
Friday: Sabbath Eve Services at 7 p.m.

For more information, call (706)-745-1842.
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTOUR LADY OF THE MOUNTOUR LADY OF THE MOUNTOUR LADY OF THE MOUNTOUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS CAAINS CAAINS CAAINS CAAINS CATHOLICTHOLICTHOLICTHOLICTHOLIC

CHURCHCHURCHCHURCHCHURCHCHURCH
Rev. Tien, Priest

Parish office, 526-2418
Sundays: Mass – 11 a.m.
Saturday Mass: 4 p.m.

(through last Saturday of October)
SCALSCALSCALSCALSCALY MOUNTY MOUNTY MOUNTY MOUNTY MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCHAIN BAPTIST CHURCHAIN BAPTIST CHURCHAIN BAPTIST CHURCHAIN BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev. Clifford Willis
Sundays: School –10 a.m.; Worship –11 a.m. & 7

Wednesdays: Prayer Mtg. – 7 p.m.
SCALSCALSCALSCALSCALY MOUNTY MOUNTY MOUNTY MOUNTY MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF GODAIN CHURCH OF GODAIN CHURCH OF GODAIN CHURCH OF GODAIN CHURCH OF GOD

290 Buck Knob Road; Pastor Alfred Sizemore
Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 10:45 a.m.;

Evening Worship – 6 p.m.
Wed: Adult Bible Study & Youth – 7 p.m.

 For more information call 526-3212.
SHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCHSHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCHSHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCHSHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCHSHORTOFF BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Rev. Wayne Price
Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11

Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study – 7
UNITUNITUNITUNITUNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIPARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIPARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIPARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIPARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP

828-369-3633
Lay Led Sunday School 10:15 a.m.

Sundays: Worship – 11 a.m.
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHWHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHWHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHWHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHWHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Cashiers, Rev. Sam Forrester, 743-2122

Sundays: School – 10 a.m.; Worship – 11
•See SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING page 26

• SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING •

Rev. Sam Forrester
Whiteside Presbyterian Church

Motherhood no longer holds the place of
honor it once did in our country. Divorce has
produced too many single-parent homes. The

sexual revolution and women’s lib have made
conceiving children an inconvenience instead of a
blessing. Abortion has made motherhood into an
unblessed aberration a side effect of sexual freedom.

No longer are mothers, and even fathers, given
the respect they once were. The values of our society
have relegated both to a back seat in the raising of
children. The focus of our world has changed over the
last few years from the older and wiser of our society
to centering on the young. Movies show children as
the smart and savvy ones with the wisdom to handle
the hard issues of life while adults are portrayed as
dumb and unable to cope. Parents are no longer seen
as being capable of directing their children but seen as
needing direction from their children. Many of the
institutions that should be supporting the parents in
raising children are working hard to destroy all
parental authority. I am afraid that includes many
modern churches. Parents look for a church based on
what that church can do for their children as opposed
to a church that will teach them as parents the truth
and give them a foundation for raising their children.

There is no way that motherhood can win this
uphill battle for the respect it deserves without a
change in our understanding of its importance. Unless
society returns to a proper view of women and their
sexuality there is little chance of motherhood being
saved. Mothers can direct the path of this world when
they properly understand the power they have as the
builders of lives.

There was a mother who played a big part in the
development of the Christian theology that has
shaped this world. Her name was Monica. She prayed
with great earnest for her son. That son, even with his
mother’s prayers, was caught up into a religious cult.
He was led into all types of inappropriate sexual
activities. For 32 years this mother prayed and in the
early years taught her son the truth of God’s Word.
She continued to pray for him, refusing to give up on
him. This young man was searching in all of these
terrible activities he was involved in for something
solid upon which to hang his philosophical hat. One
day his attention was drawn to an open book. In that
book, he read something that changed his life. The
book was the Bible, the passage was Romans 13:13,
“Let us behave decently, as in the daytime, not in
orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and
debauchery, not in dissension and jealousy.” As he

The blessedness of
motherhood
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• Leaf Cleanup
• Property
  Maintenance
• Rock Work

• Water Features
• Erosion Control
• Land Clearing

• SERVICE DIRECTORY•
Runaround

Sue
Pet Sitting

• Healthy Homemade Treats
• Birthday Parties
• Pet Photos
• Hand-crocheted Dog Clothing

Sue Laferty
P.O. Box 1991

Highlands, NC 28741
(828) 526-0844

slaferty@aol.com526-4946 • 342-9312

Don’t Scream...
Get the help you

need with
TempStaffers!

Quality help for a day, a week, a season.

Climate Controlled
Self Storage

• Units Available •
Highlands Storage Village

828-526-4555

Phone: 526-2251
Toll Free: 888-526-2251

Fax: 828-526-8764
Email: JJlawn1663@verizon.net

J&J Lawn and Landscaping

John Shearl, Owner
1663 S. 4th St. Highlands

Allan Dearth & Sons
Generator

Sales & Service, Inc.

828-526-9325
Cell: 828-200-1139

email: allandearth@msn.com

Nature Dried
Fire wood

Call:  526-2251

Mountain Rayz

616 Pierson Drive • Highlands
828-526-8266 or 828-526-TANN

Tanning & Nail Salon
Nails by Jenna Schmitt & Heather Dalton

    Walk-ins Welcome

Edwards
Electrical Service

of Highlands
Call: 526-5147

Christ Anglican Church of Highlands/Cashiers and
Community Bible Church are presenting a series of concerts
both for enjoyment and to help raise awareness and funds
for a number of local, charitable agencies.

The first concert is The Paul Elwood Bluegrass Trio on
Sunday May 4 at 2:30 p.m. at Community Bible Church,
3645 Cashiers Rd, Hwy 64. Members of the Trio are Paul
Elwood on 5-string banjo and vocals, Cary Fridley on bass
and vocals, and Steve Trismen on fiddle and vocals. This
concert will benefit the Literacy Council of Highlands.

Paul Elwood has created a variety of presentations with
some of the most talented bluegrass and old-time
musicians in Western North Carolina. Elwood’s credits
include a solo appearance on MTV Europe, presenting his
own work for banjo and orchestra with the Charleston
Symphony. Paul currently is associate professor of theory
and composition at Brevard College.

Cary Fridley performed on banjo, voice, and bass with
the legendary Freight Hoppers including work on several
records, an appearance on Prairie Home Companion, and
performances all across the nation. Her first solo album,
the Appalachian-focused “Neighbor Girl,” met with high
critical acclaim and she currently is performing in Western
NC with her own blues band project and in a band with
fiddler Trismen that features classic country of the ’40s,
’50s, and ’60s. Her music is heard regularly on area station
WNCW.

Steve Trismen has had a long tenure with North
Carolina’s Southern rock band Jupiter Coyote, whose
collaborative and performing credits include appearances
with Hootie and the Blowfish and the Allman Brothers.
Steve’s own past credits include performing on NPR’s E-
Town and with Colorado’s, now mythical, Leftover Salmon.
Steve currently plays with One Leg Up, an acoustic swing

band that reproduces the stylings of Django Reinhardt’s
French gypsy jazz in Asheville, North Carolina. He also
freelances in bluegrass and country ensembles and recently
did a stint in a Broadway-style presentation of the music
of Hank Williams in Roanoke, Virginia.

There is no admission charge for the concerts but a
love-offering will be made to support the individual charity.
Upcoming concerts are: May 4: The Paul Elwood Bluegrass
Trio – for the Literacy Council; June 1: Gregory Broughton
– a concert of Spirituals & Gospel music benefiting The
Emergency Council; Sept. 7: The Mountain Chamber
Players – chamber music involving a variety of instruments
and voices – benefiting The Community Care Clinic; and
Oct. 5: Brevard College Showcase – talented young artists
performing a variety of repertoire on a variety of
instruments – Charitable Agency, yet to be named

All concerts will be held at CBC at 2:30 p.m.

Anglican Church & CBC Concert Series to benefit local agencies
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• UPCOMING EVENTS •
On-going
• Oak Street Café is donating a portion of its

revenues to the Playhouse from meals purchased
prior to show time. Park your car, have a meal,
then walk across the street to the Playhouse pro-
duction!

• Book Sale at the Jackson County Library.
Bargains galore can be found at the Friends of the
Library Used Bookstore which is located at 536
West Main Street in downtown Sylva. All bargain
books have been priced at 2 for 50 cents and 2 for
25 cents. The pricing is effective immediately. All
the profits from the Friends of the Library Book-
store go to support the Jackson County Public Li-
brary.

• The Highlands Playhouse is taking reserva-
tions for “Always Patsy Cline,” Thurs.-Sun., June
19-July 6; “On Golden Pond,” Thurs.-Sun., July 10-
20; “70th Anniversary Diamond Review,” Thurs.-
Sun., July 24-Aug. 10; and ”Inherit the Wind” Thurs.-
Sun., Aug. 14-31. Please call 828-526-2695 or write
or PO Box 896, Highlands, NC 28741.

• Highlands Playhouse is taking reservations
for its annual Children’s Theatre Mond-Fri., July 7-
18, taught by instructors with extensive experience
in theatre education 9 a.m. to noon for ages 6-10,
and 1-4 p.m. for ages 11-16. Please call 828-526-
2695 or write or PO Box 896, Highlands, NC 28741.

• Registration is now open for the 2008 sum-
mer nature day camps at the Highlands Nature
Center. Five different camps are offered: “WOW! –
a World of Wonder” (ages 4-6), “Amazing Animals”
(ages 7-10), “NatureWorks” (ages 7-11), “Mountain
Explorers” (ages 10-14), and “Junior Ecologists”
(ages 11-15). Some camps are offered more than
once during the summer. Sessions run from Tues-
day to Friday each week. For complete schedules,
costs, and other information, please call 828-526-
2623 or visit www.wcu.edu/hbs.

• Yoga at the Rec Park, 7:30 a.m Monday and
Wednesdays.Call 526-4340 for information.

• Yoga in the bottom floor of Jane Woodruff
Building. 10:30 a.m. Thursdays. Call 526-4340.

• NA open meeting every Saturday at 7:30
p.m. of the ACC Satelite Group at the Graves Com-
munity Church, 242 Hwy 107 N. in Cashiers. Call
888-764-0365 or go to the website:
www.ncmana.org.

• Step Aerobics at the Rec Park, 4-5 p.m.,
Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays. $5 per class.

• At Health Tracks at Highlands-Cashiers Hos-
pital, various exercise classes. Call Jeanette Fish-
er at 828-526-1FIT.

• “The Circle of Life” support group continues
at the Highlands-Cashiers Hospital at the Jane
Woodward room 201, 10 a.m. until noon. Call Bar-
bara Buchanan at 526-1402 or Florence Flanagan
at 743-2567.

First Mondays
• Participate in your hospital by joining the Aux-

iliary of the Highlands-Cashiers Hospital. Auxiliary
meetings are held the first Monday of each month
at 10 a.m. at the hospital.

Mondays
• Recreational Bridge 1 p.m. at the Rec Park.

$3 per person.
Tuesdays
• Highlands Rotary Club meets at noon at the

Highlands Conference Center.
• Weight Watchers meets at the Highlands

Civic Center. Weigh-in is at 5:30. The meeting starts
at 6 p.m.

• Open Studio Night Figure Drawing: Informal
instruction available for beginners. Bring your sketch
pad or paint box for a leisurely session of figure
drawing/painting. Cost is $12, $10 for “Friends” of
the Gallery.

Wednesdays
• Highlands MountainTop Rotary Club meets

at the Highlands Conference Center at 7:30 a.m.
• Men’s interdenominational Bible Study at

8:30 a.m.at First Baptist Church.
Every Third Wednesday
• Study sessions at the Universal Unitarian

Fellowship Hall in Franklin. A $5 soup-supper will
be served at 5:30 p.m. Study sessions will begin at
6:30 p.m. For more information call 828-524-6777
or 706-746-9964.

•See EVENTS page 22

390 Main Street • 526-5488
Upcoming Book Signings

May 10
2-4 p.m.

Jennifer Lowe AnkerJennifer Lowe AnkerJennifer Lowe AnkerJennifer Lowe AnkerJennifer Lowe Anker  
Forget Me Not

May 18
1-3 pm

Joshilyn Jackson Joshilyn Jackson Joshilyn Jackson Joshilyn Jackson Joshilyn Jackson  
The Girl Who Stopped Swimming

May 31
11 a.m.-1 pm  

Roland Mesnier Roland Mesnier Roland Mesnier Roland Mesnier Roland Mesnier  
All the Presidents’ Pastries

May 31
3-5 pm

Melanie BowlesMelanie BowlesMelanie BowlesMelanie BowlesMelanie Bowles 
Hoof Prints
June 19 

3-5 pm
Sandra MackeySandra MackeySandra MackeySandra MackeySandra Mackey

Mirror of the Arab World
June 28
1-3 pm  

David BajoDavid BajoDavid BajoDavid BajoDavid Bajo  
The 351 Books of Irma Acuri

July 26
1-3 pm

Charles MartinCharles MartinCharles MartinCharles MartinCharles Martin
author of

Chasing Fireflies,
When Crickets Cry, May

August 9
1-3 pm

Charles F. Price  Charles F. Price  Charles F. Price  Charles F. Price  Charles F. Price  
Nor the Battle to the Stron

If you love old Southern furniture,
the kind with character and stories to
tell, you will adore The Bascom’s next
exhibition, “Dovetail and Nail.”

“Dovetail and Nail: Southern Fur-
niture” runs from May 10 to June 12,
with an opening for Bascom members
only on May 10 from 5 to 7 p.m.

Furniture from all over the region,
including Habersham and Glynn Coun-
ties in Georgia and Macon County in
North Carolina, will be on display. This
presentation is in conjunction with the
Furniture Symposium to be held May
30 and 31. The Western Carolina Uni-

Southern furniture exhibition slated
for month of May at The Bascom

versity Museum, the Mountain Heritage
Center, the Zachary-Tolbert House in
Cashiers, The Bascom, and other estab-
lishments will participate in this event,
which will include guest speakers, tours,
special exhibitions and more.

Art center hours are Tuesday through
Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission is
free. The Bascomis located inside the Hud-
son Library in Highlands (554 Main
Street).

For more information or to become
a member and attend the members-only
opening, call The Bascom at (828) 526-
4949.

This is one of many old Southern pieces on display in The Bascom’s next
exhibition, “Dovetail and Nail.”

1st & 3rd Thursdays
• The local affiliate of NAMI NC (National Alli-

ance on Mental Illness), NAMI Appalachian South,
meets from 7- 9 p.m. at the Family Restoration Cen-
ter, 1095 Wiley Brown Road, Franklin. NAMI offers
peer support, education, and advocacy for individ-
uals suffering from serious mental illness and their
families and loved ones. Contact Ann Nandrea 369-
7385, Carole Light 524-9769 or Mary Ann Widen-
house 524-1355 for more information.

Thursdays
• Live Music with Brad Vroon at Fireside Res-

taurant in Wright Square from 6-9 p.m. with Tapas
Menu.

Friday & Saturday
• Live music at The Rib Shack every Friday

and Saturday night from 7-10 p.m.
Fridays
• The Girls’ Clubhouse meets in the school

cafeteria 3-4:30 p.m. All 6-8 grade girls are wel-
come. Come have fun while serving others. For
more information, call Kim Lewicki 526-0782.

Saturdays
• Live music at Cyprus Restaurant in the Dil-

lard Village Shopping Center at 9:30 p.m. $10 cov-
er.

• Children’s classes ongoing at Bascom-Lou-
ise Gallery – cost is $5 per student.

Sundays
• Live Music with Brad Vroon at Fireside Res-

taurant in Wright Square, noon-3 p.m.
Wednesdays, through May 7
• Sick and Tired of being sick and tired? The

Macon County Cooperative Extension Service is
offering a 6-week chronic disease self-management
program to help you improve your health one step
at a time. Wednesday mornings at the cooperative
extension office 9:30 a.m. to noon. To register call
Sherrie Peeler at 828-349-2046 or Mary Barker at
828-586-1962.

Wednesdays through May 14
• A series of seven classes covering the Prin-

ciples and Elements of Design meets every
Wednesday at the Highlands Rec Park from 1 to 4
p.m. Each class will include a brief informative in-
troduction to an element or principle, a fun and quick
exercise, and an art project using a variety of mate-
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rials. Classes include instruction on a variety of paint-
ing and drawing materials, as well as Balance,
Emphasis, Contrast, Proportion, Repetition, Rhythm
and Harmony. Call Donna Rhodes at 828.526.4949,
4#.

Thursday, May 1
• “Take a Bite Out of Literacy” Enjoy a meal at

the Brick Oven, Buck’s Coffee Cafe, Cafe 460, Cy-
prus, Don Leon’s Cafe, Fireside Inn, Fressers Eat-
ery, Lakeside Restaurant, Log Cabin, Oak Street
Cafe, ...on the Verandah, Pescado’s, the Pizza
Place, The Sports Page, SweeTreats, Wild Thyme
Gourmet, Let Holly Do The Cooking and Wolfgangs
a a percentage of your bill will be donated to the
Literacy Council of Highlands.

• Open House &  20-Year Celebration at Wayah
Insurance Company on Carolina Way from 4-6 p.m.

• Community Bible Church will be hosting a
time of prayer during the National Day of Prayer,
Thursday from noon to 1 p.m. The service will be
held in the Family Life Bldg. Feel free to bring your
lunch. 828-526-4685.

• Rotary SuperBingo will be Thursday at the
Highlands Community Building (next to the ballpark)
from 6:30 to 8:30 pm. SuperBingo features a final
SuperBingo game prize of $500 for a full card Bin-
go in 55 number calls or less - $250 if more than 55

tion.
Thursday-Sunday, May 8-May 11
• HCP’s The Last Night of Ballyhoo at PAC.

7:30 p.m. and 2:30 Sunday matinee. Call 526-8084
for tickets.

Thursday, May 8
• The League of Women Voters of Macon

County will host a presentation on the Mountain
Landscapes Initiative program on at noon at Tartan
Hall of the First Presbyterian Church in downtown
Franklin. Stacy Guffey, Macon County Planner and
participant in the development of the project, will
explain this regional program to help guide Western
North Carolina toward healthy growth. He will screen
a documentary video featuring citizens from across
the region sharing their concerns and visions for
healthy growth. Citizens will learn how they can
participate in the process by attending sessions of
the upcoming week-long public workshop that will
be held at Western Carolina University in mid-May,
to create a “Tool Box” of planning and development
guidelines for the seven western counties. For
additional information, see
www.mountainlandscapesnc.org. Lunch is available
at noon, by reservation. Call 524-5192. The program
will begin at 12:15 and the public is invited.

• The Plateau Fly Fishing Club will kick off its
seventh season on May 8 at the Cashiers library.
The meeting begins at 7 p.m. and features guides
Rod and Matt Champion who will discuss fishing
the Holston and Watauga rivers, both listed in Trout
Unlimited’s top 100 trout streams. The Club is
planning an overnight trip to these rivers and
attendees will learn the secrets of catching large
browns and rainbows which heavily populate both
rivers. Following the presentation a raffle will be held

Ruby Cinemas
Hwy. 441, Franklin • 524-2076

Showing May 2-8

• UPCOMING EVENTS •

Having a
beautiful garden
begins with select-
ing plants suited
for where you
want to plant
them. In High-
lands and Cash-
iers that can mean
anything from
wet areas to dry
rocky ridges, full
sun to deep shade.

The Moun-
tain Garden Club
plant sale on May
24 will feature
plants for a wide variety of growing con-
ditions.

“We have many types of plants,”
said Mozelle Edwards, who is co-chair-
ing the event with Candy Field. “We
have plants for bogs or wet areas,
drought-tolerant plants, and butterfly-
attractive plants, to name a few,” said
Edwards, who has been gardening in
Highlands for more than 40 years.

All perennials and shrubs sold at the
Mountain Garden Club sale are moun-
tain hardy, capable of surviving winter
temperatures that go as low as -10 or -
20 degrees Fahrenheit.

And if night-time temperatures in
June drop down into the 40s or 50s, you
won’t have to worry about the chill
harming plants you bought at the
Mountain Garden Club plant sale.

“Our plants
are seasoned,” Ed-
wards explained,
“because we have
dug them from our
gardens and the
gardens of friends
where the plants
have been growing
for years.”

This year’s
plant sale will be
the 26th annual sale
held by the Moun-
tain Garden Club.

Each year
brings improve-

ments. “This year we’ve upgraded our
potting mix,” said Candy Field. “Using
this mix along with the slow-release fer-
tilizer we add to every pot helps promote
root development.”

The Mountain Garden Club plant
sale will be held Saturday, May 24, from
9 a.m. to 1 p.m., at the baseball park on
the corner of Highway 64 East (North 4th

Street) and Hickory Street, in Highlands.
Purchases can be made by cash or checks.
Rain date is Sunday, May 25, from 1-4
p.m.

The sale is always a lively social event.
“You will see old friends and make new
ones,” said Edwards. “Whether you have
a green thumb, a brown thumb, or are
all thumbs, it doesn’t matter. We will have
plants that will grow well for you. Make
your garden come alive!”

Wide variety of hardy plants at
garden club’s May 24 sale

calls – get lucky with fives!
Friday, May 2
• Kid’s Night Out from 5-9 p.m. for ages Kin-

dergarten through 5th grade in the old gym at High-
lands School. The Highlands Middle School Ath-
letes will provide a fun night out for kids while par-
ents spend time on their own. HMS girl athletes
and their families, coaches and their husbands will
entertain the youngsters in style with a night of af-
fordable fund. There will be entertainment, open
gym, games, crafts, ball games, relay races, BIN-
GO, snacks and more. Food will be served from 5-
6:30 p.m. $15 per child.

• Join friends of the Highlands-Cashiers Land
Trust for “Wildflowers at Whitewater Falls”. This
strenuous hike will include amazing views and lunch
on the trail. Contact HCLT by May 1 to sign up & for
info: 526.1111, Julie.hitrust@earthlink.net.

Saturday, May 3
• The Nantahala Hiking Club will take a 3-mile

moderate hike up Rabun Bald with an elevation
change of 1000 feet. Rabun Bald, at 4,696 feet, is
the second highest mountain in Georgia with rich
wildflower terrain on the way up. Meet at the Scaly
Mtn. post office on Hwy. 106 at 10 a.m. Drive 7
miles round trip. Bring water, lunch, and wear sturdy,
comfortable shoes. Hikes are limited to 20 people.

Call leader Virginia Talbot, 526-4904, for
reservations or more information. Visitors are
welcome, but no pets please.

• Macon County Rabies Clinics at the High-
lands Conference Center 1-2:30 p.m. and the Scaly
Mountain Post Office from 3-4 p.m. with Dr. Amy
Patterson. Only $5 per pet. Cash only, no checks.

• The Highlands Plateau Audubon Society will
have a birding field trip to the Franklin Greenway
on Saturday.  Meet at the public parking area next
to the Highlands Town Hall at 7:30 a.m. if you want
to car pool to Franklin.  For those in Franklin meet
at the Main Street Shelter at 8:15 a.m.  Call leader
Brock Hutchins at 787-1387 for additional informa-
tion.

• Registration for the REACH of Macon Coun-
ty’s Motorcycle Poker Run is 8:30-10 a.m.. at Fran-
klin Ford, on U.S. 441 N. The route will be in Ma-
con and Jackson counties along scenic and curvy
back roads. Registration fee is $25 which includes
one hand with riders being able to buy up to five
hands for $10 each. For additional information and
advanced registration, call 828-369-0854. REACH
of Macon County, is a private, community based
non-profit agency serving victims of family violence
and sexual assault.

• The Nantahala Hiking Club will take a 3-mile
moderate hike up Rabun Bald with an elevation
change of 1000 feet. Rabun Bald, at 4,696 feet, is
the second highest mountain in Georgia with rich
wildflower terrain on the way up. Meet at the Scaly
Mtn. post office on Hwy. 106 at 10 a.m. Drive 7
miles round trip. Bring water, lunch, and wear stur-
dy, comfortable shoes. Hikes are limited to 20 peo-
ple. Call leader Virginia Talbot, 526-4904, for reser-
vations.

Sunday, May 4
• The Nantahala Hiking Club will take a mod-

erate 2.5-mile hike on the Clifftop Vista trail and
Cliffside Lake loop trail. Franklin hikers meet at BiLo
parking lot at 2 p.m. to carpool. Drive 30 miles round
trip. Highlands/Cashiers hikers meet at information
booth at the entry to Cliffside Lake State Park, 4.4
miles south of Highlands off US 64 E. Parking fee
of $2 per vehicle. Bring a drink, a snack if you wish,
and wear sturdy comfortable shoes. Hikes are lim-
ited to 20 people. Call leader Kay Coriell, 369-6820,
for reservations.

• Old-fashioned hymn sing at First Presbyteri-
an Church at 4 p.m. on Sunday. Songs  can be
chosen from the 1938 Cokesbury Hymnal. The
songleader is Stell Huie and Angie Jenkins will play
the piano.

• Nantahala Hiking Club will take a moderate
2.5-mile hike on the Clifftop Vista trail and Cliffside
Lake loop trail. Franklin hikers meet at BiLo park-
ing lot at 2 p.m. to carpool. Drive 30 miles round
trip. Highlands/Cashiers hikers meet at information
booth at the entry to Cliffside Lake State Park, 4.4
miles south of Highlands off US 64 E. Parking fee
of $2 per vehicle. Bring a drink, a snack if you wish,
and wear sturdy comfortable shoes. Hikes are lim-
ited to 20 people. Call leader Kay Coriell, 369-6820,
for reservations or more information. Visitors are
welcome, but no pets please.

• Christ Anglican Church of Highlands/Cashiers
and Community Bible Church series of concerts,
Sundays at CBC at 2:30. Love offerings will be given
to noted agencies. The Paul Elwood Bluegrass Trio
– for the Literacy Council.

Tuesday, May 6
• Highlands School Kindergarten registration

begins at 10 a.m. Call 526-2147 for more informa-

IRON MAN
rated PG-13

Mon - Fri: (4:20), 7, 9:20
Sat & Sun: (2), (4:20), 7, 9:20

PROM NIGHT
rated PG-13

Mon - Fri: (4:10), 7:10, 9:10
Sat & Sun: (2:10), (4:10), 7:10, 9:10

THE FORBIDDEN KINGDOM
rated PG-13

Mon - Fri: (4:15), 7:05, 9:15
Sat & Sun: (2:05), (4:15), 7:05, 9:15

THE BANK JOB
rated R

Mon - Fri: 7
Sat & Sun: 7

88 MINUTES
rated R

Mon - Fri: 9:05
Sat & Sun: 9:05

NIM’S ISLAND
rated PG

Mon - Fri: (4:05)
Sat & Sun: (2:15), (4:05)

Candy Field and Mozelle Edwards
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• UPCOMING EVENTS •
with a surprise grand prize! Guests are always
welcome. Call 743-2078 for more information. Rod
and Matt Champion operate Champion Outfitters,
a full service fly shop, located on the Holston River
and provide guide trips on both rivers to anglers
both new and experienced.

Saturday, May 10-Thursday, June 12
• Old Southern furniture, the kind with character

and stories to tell, on display at The Bascom’s next
exhibition, “Dovetail and Nail.”

Saturday, May 10
• The Highlands Plateau Audubon Society and

Audubon North Carolina dedication of the Highlands
Plateau Important Bird Area (IBA) at a ceremony
and program Saturdayfrom 8:30-11:30 a.m. at the
Highlands Nature Center. The public is welcome.
The event will be held rain or shine.

• The Nantahala Hiking Club will take a medi-
um to strenuous hike 2.5 mile to Rough Run Falls
(Thurston Hatcher Falls) and High Falls which drops
150 feet in two cascades in a box canyon about 3.4
mile below the Lake Glenville overflow. There is a
steep descent down to the trail and back up and
the end, but the rest of the trail is relatively level
with some scrambling over rocks at the approach
to High Falls. Meet at the Cashier Wachovia Bank
(in back) at 10 a.m. Drive 15 miles round trip. Bring
a drink, a lunch, and wear sturdy, comfortable shoes.
Hikes are limited to 20; reservations are required.
Call leaders Mike and Susan Kettles, 743-1079, for
reservations. Visitors are welcome, but no pets

please.
Monday, May 12
• Highlands Mountaintop Rotary Charity Golf

Challenge. If interested call Bill Zoellner at 787-2323
or visit http://65.210.102.104/rotarygolf.html.

Tuesday, May 13
• Join the Highlands Biological Station for a

day-long foray that will focus on the Hellbender, the
Southeast’s largest salamander species, which can
be found in the Davidson River near Brevard. Par-
ticipants will meet at 9 am at the Nature Center for
a short introductory lecture and then drive toward
Brevard, returning to Highlands by 5pm. $25 per
person includes equipment and lunch. To register
call 828-526-2602 or email ahinkle@email.wcu.edu.

• Free Take Charge of Your Health Lecture
Series at Cashiers Chiropractic at Laurel Terrace.
“Blood Tests: What do they mean?” from 6-7 p.m.
Please call to register: in Cashiers at 828-743-9070
or in Highlands at 828-526-3709.

Friday-Sunday, May 15-May 18
• HCP’s The Last Night of Ballyhoo at PAC.

7:30 p.m. and 2:30 Sunday matinee. Call 526-8084
for tickets.

Friday & Saturday, May 16-17
• At Highlands Wine & Cheese Shop at Falls

on Main, an art show by local artist Tom Roddy
from 10 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.

Friday, May 16
• Join friends of Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust

for a tour of the beautiful “Smith Gardens.” A lei-

surely stroll through Barbara and Richard Smith’s
beautiful gardens. Contact HCLT by May 15th to sign
up & for info: 526.1111, Julie.hitrust@earthlink.net.

Saturday, May 17
• Highlands-Cashiers free health screenings,

for residents of Cashiers, Glenville, and Sapphire
at Blue Ridge School.

• The Highlands Plateau Audubon Society will
have a birding field trip to the Lonesome Valley de-
velopment in Cashiers on May 17.  Meet at the
public parking area next to the Highlands Town Hall
at 7:30 a.m. if you want to car pool to Cashiers.
For those in Cashiers, meet at Lonesome Valley at
8 a.m.  Call Edwin Pool at 526-2775 or Romney
Bathurst at 526-1939 for additional information.

• The Summit Charter School will be sponsor-
ing a 1 Mile Fun Run and 5-K Race Saturday.

Sunday, May 18
• The Nantahala Hiking Club will take an easy

2.5-mile hike to Little Rock Branch near Rock Gap
at Standing Indian Campground. Drive 28 miles
round trip. Meet at the Westgate parking lot in
Franklin, opposite Burger King, at 2 p.m. Bring a
drink, a snack if you wish, and wear sturdy
comfortable shoes. Hikes are limited to 20 people.
Call leader Kay Coriell, 369-6820, for reservations
or more information. Visitors are welcome, but no
pets please.

Monday-Saturday, May 19-31
• Summer Courses offered at the Highlands

Biological Station. Biology of Plethodontid Sala-
manders. For program descriptions and informa-
tion about costs, academic credit, instructors, and
prerequisites for our summer courses and work-
shops visit http://www.wcu.edu/hbs/
currentyrcourses.htm or call the Highlands Biologi-
cal Station at (828) 526-2602.

Tuesday, May 20
• Join the Highlands Biological Station for a

day-long foray entitled “Ancient Landscapes Drift
Trip.” Participants will canoe a short, non-technical
section of the Little Tennessee River near Franklin,
through what were the Middle Towns of the Chero-
kee. Author Tom Hatley and environmental histori-
an Brent Martin will help interpret a fascinating pre-
European landscape that includes fish weirs, use-
ful plants, and past settlement sites in the Little
Tennessee Valley and around the Cowee Mound.
The group meets at 9 am at the Great Smoky Moun-
tain Fish Camp, 81 Bennett Rd., about four miles
north of Franklin, which intersects Highway 28 (Bry-
son City Rd.) just before the bridge over the Little
Tennessee River (www.fishcamp.biz). Cost is $75
per person and includes equipment, lunch and shut-
tle service, which will bring participants back to their
vehicles before 5 p.m. To register for or to get more
information about these unique offerings, call 828-
526-2602 or email ahinkle@email.wcu.edu.

• Free Take Charge of Your Health Lecture
Series at Cashiers Chiropractic at The Hudson Li-
brary in Highlands. “Vitamins: Why do we take
them?” From 6-7 p.m. Please call to register: in
Cashiers at 828-743-9070 or in Highlands at 828-
526-3709.

Saturday, May 24
• Mountain Garden Club Plant Sale Saturday,

from 9 a.m. until 1 p.m., at the Baseball Park on the
corner of Highway 64 East (North 4th Street) and
Hickory Street, in Highlands. The rain date is Sun-
day, May 25, from 1 p.m. until 4 p.m. Come early
for the best pick at this once a year sale!

Week of May 26
• The Town has designated the weekas Spring

Cleanup Week this year. Residents may arrange
for the collection of white goods, such as old wash-
ing machines or refrigerators, during that week by
calling the Town Office at 526-2118 during business
hours, 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday.

Medical anthropologist and physi-
cian Paul Farmer is a founding director
of Partners In Health, an international
charity organization that provides direct
health care servic-
es and undertakes
research and ad-
vocacy activities
on behalf of those
who are sick and
living in poverty.
Dr. Farmer is the
Maude and Lil-
lian Presley Pro-
fessor of Medical
Anthropology in
the Department
of Social Medi-
cine at Harvard
Medical School.

Dr. Farmer
has pioneered
novel, community-based treatment strat-
egies for AIDS and tuberculosis (includ-
ing multidrug-resistant tuberculosis) in
Haiti, Peru, Russia, Rwanda, Lesotho, and

Dr. Paul Farmer to speak
in Highlands Saturday, May 3

Malawi and has successfully challenged the
policymakers and critics who claim that
quality health care is impossible to deliv-
er in resource-poor settings.

He is the sub-
ject of Pulitzer
Prizewinner Tracy
Kidder’s Mountains
Beyond Mountains:
The Quest of Dr.
Paul Farmer, a Man
Who Would Cure
the World (Random
House, 2003),
available at Cyra-
no’s or pih.org.

Dr. Farmer will
be speaking at the
Episcopal Church
of the Incarnation,
5th and Main
streets. in High-

lands on Saturday, May 3rd at 5:30 p.m. A
light reception will follow. Admission is
free, but donations are welcomed and ap-
preciated.

Katie Cochran, in the role of Sunny Freitag, and Colin Long, who plays
Joe Farkas, rehearse a scene in which love triumphs in spite of major
obstacles in the Highlands Community Players production of “The Last
Night of Ballyhoo.” The play opens May 8 and runs through May 18.
Reservations for season subscribers will be taken at the Performing Art
Center box office on Thursday and Friday, May 1 and 2, 10 a.m. till 4
p.m. General tickets may be purchased or reserved beginning Saturday,
May 3, and continuing through the run of the comedy-drama.

Box office opening this weekend for
HCP’s ‘Last Night of Ballyhoo’ set for

May 8
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• CLASSIFIEDS •
Free Classified Ads for items
FOR SALE less than $1,000.

All other terms:
20 words for $5; $2 for
each 10-word increment.

Email copy to:
highlandseditor@aol.com

or FAX to 1-866-212-8913
Send check to:

Highlands’ Newspaper
P.O. Box 2703

Highlands, NC 28741
828-526-0782

HELP WANTED

HIGHLANDS INN – Now Hiring Breakfast and
Lunch servers. Call 526-9380 for Interview.

HIGHLANDS INN – Front Desk Postions
available. Call 526-9380 For Interview.

PARTTIME PERSONAL ASSISTANT/
BOOKKEEPER POSITION.– Call Sabrina at 526-
5899 or 526-9380.

HIGHLANDS FALLS COUNTRY CLUB Now
hiring seasonal part-time/full-time positions Golf
Shop sales associate & cart attendant positions.
Call for Appointment Allen 526-2189  5/1

PART-TIME RECEPTIONIST/SECRETARY –
The Episcopal Church of the Incarnation is looking
for a part-time receptionist (Monday, Wednesday,
Friday 9 am-1 pm). If you are interested, please
submit resumes to PO Box 729 Highlands, NC
28741.

RN NEEDED for upscale retirement commu-
nity. Oversee health care needs of 26 assisted liv-
ing residents, including supervising CNAs and med
techs. Good public relations and customer service
skills needed. Apply in person at chestnut Hill, 64
Clubhouse Trail, Highlands, NC. Or email your re-
sume to admin@chestnuthillslc.com. Drug screen-
ing and background check. EOE. 4/17

LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE FOREMAN
for a Highlands area company. Duties include over-
seeing yard maintenance for high-end properties.
Chance to grow with company including bonuses
and retirement. Call 828-526-8953.

WHY KNOT KNIT HIGHLANDS is seeking a
manager for its knitting retail shop. Must be courte-
ous, dependabe and know how to knit. For more
info, contact: Beki at #404-542-2904.

COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH is accepting
resumes for an Office Assistant. Computer skills,
people skills and creative abilities are required. 828-
526-4685 or office@cbchighlands.com

THE INTERNATIONAL FRIENDSHIP CEN-
TER OF HIGHLANDS, NC is seeking part time ad-
ministrative assistant starting May 1, 2008. Appli-
cant must have both written and oral Spanish knowl-
edge, must be motivated and work well with oth-
ers. Basic computer skills are necessary. Addition-
al training will be given once applicant begins. For
more information please call Jill at 828-526-9938 x
290.

SERVERS AND COUNTER HELP NEEDED
at SweeTreats, Highlands. Call 526-9822.

COOK AND DIETARY AIDE at Highlands-
Cashiers Hospital.  Various shifts and days avail-
able.  Must be able to work weekends and be able

to read and speak English.  Salary depends on ex-
perience.  Full benefits, or the option to opt out of
benefits for an increase in pay, available after 30
days of full-time employment.  Pre-employment
screening required.  Call Mandy Talley at 828-526-
1301 or apply online at www.hchospital.org.

EARN WHILE YOU LEARN! Are you inter-
ested in a new career? Become a Certified Nursing
Assistant for Highlands-Cashiers Hospital and Fi-
delia Eckerd Living Center. C.N.A. classes will start
on Tuesday, May 27, 2008. Students will be paid
while in class Mondays through Fridays for 6 hours
a day. Upon graduation and successful completion
of the exam, students will become a Certified Nurs-
ing Assistant and will receive a substantial increase
in pay. Excellent benefit package after 30 days. Pre-
employment substance screening. If interested in
joining a dynamic healthcare team, call Robbin
Houston at 828-526-1317, or apply online through
our website at www.hchospital.org.

PLANT OPERATIONS MANAGER is need
at Highlands-Cashiers Hospital. There will be an
overall responsibility for the physical and equipment
maintenance operation for all facilities owned and
operated by HCH. Four years experience in hospital
maintenance with a working knowledge of methods
and techniques used in electrical, mechanical, and
building maintenance. A minimum of two years in
hospital safety management with a working
knowledge of current JCAHO standards. C-Well
Certification is preferred. Effective leadership and
management skills are important. Full-Time,
Monday through Friday position. Must be able to
take call. Full benefits, or the option to opt out of
benefits for an increase in pay, available after 30
days of full-time employment. We are now offering
part-time employees, working at least 24 hours a
week, medical insurance. Pre-employment
screening required. Call Human Resources at 828-
526-1301 or apply online at www.hchospital.org.

RNS at Highlands-Cashiers Hospital and Fi-
delia Eckerd Living Center. Full, Part-time and PRN
positions available for 12 hour day and night shifts.
Excellent wage scale, with shift and weekend dif-
ferentials. Full benefits, or the option to opt out of
benefits for an increase in pay, available after 30
days of full-time employment. We are now offering
part- time employees, working at least 24 hours a
week, medical insurance. Pre-employment screen-
ing required. Call Human Resources at 828-526-
1301 or apply online at www.hchospital.org.

DIRECTOR OF NURSING is needed in the
beautiful mountains of Western North Carolina. Ex-
perienced nurse leader for a 24-bed Critical Access
Hospital, responsible for managing a budget, qual-
ity of patient care, customer satisfaction, and the
oversight of management for the Acute Care Unit
(Med/Surg), ER, OR, PACU and GI Lab, Hospice,
and Cardio-Pulmonary. Must be able to provide lead-
ership for managers and staff, and conduct recruit-
ment and retention activities. Masters degree with
a background in nursing leadership required. This
position reports directly to the CEO/President of
Highlands-Cashiers Hospital, working closely with
the QA Nurse Manager and the VP of Operations.
Full benefits, or the option to opt out of benefits for
an increase in pay, available after 30 days of full-
time employment. Pre-employment screening re-
quired. Call Human Resources at 828-526-1301 or
apply online at www.hchospital.org.

CNA OR CNA II at Fidelia Eckerd Living Cen-
ter. Full-time, positions for night shifts. Our wage
scale is $11.00 to $14.40 per hour, and you also

receive shift and weekend differentials. Full bene-
fits, or the option to opt out of benefits for an in-
crease in pay, available after 30 days of employ-
ment. Pre-employment substance screening. Call
Human Resources, 828-526-1301 or apply online
at www.hchospital.org.

LOST & FOUND

CANOE FOUND IN MIRROR LAKE. Call
828-506-0308 for details

YARD SALES

MULT-FAMILY YARD SALE Sat. May 3 from
9 to 4 at Highlands Village Square on Oak St.
(behind Wolfgang’s). Furniture, household goods,
art, picture frames, printer/copier, books, dollhouse
furn., lots of good stuff. 526-9227          5/1

SATURDAY, MAY 10 – 292 Rolling Acres
Drive. Turn on Rolling Acres at old Alexandra’s on
U.S. 64 east (Cashiers Road.) Call 941-228-7714
with questions.

WHOLE HOUSE MULTI-FAMILY SALE May
15, 16, 17 at Sequoyah Point Way off U.S. 64 west,
across from Webbmont. Furniture, fixtures,
accessories, tools, clothes, linens, dishes, paintings,
and much more. EVERYTHING MUST GO! Call
526-2302        5/15

SAT, MAY 17, FROM 9 AM-?. 30 Lullwater
Rd. Franklin (just off Highlands Rd, between
Cullasaja Exxon and Walnut Creek). Lots of stuff:
household, furniture, office furniture, equipment and
supplies, etc.

WORK WANTED

MALE HOME HEALTH AIDE – Available for
days or night shift. 11 years experience. Call Des-
mond. 828-421-3714. 5/22

LOOKING FOR YARD WORK -- Experienced
and dependable. CAll 828-200-1038.

HOME DUTY SITTER available for elderly,
caring, experienced with references. Please call for
hours available and specifics. Denise - 369-3813

EXPERIENCED FINISH CARPENTER: Call
Alfredo at 828-349-1590. You can also call the In-
ternational Friendship Center to see how we can
help! 828-526-9938 x 290

CLEANING OR RESTAURANT WORK
WANTED:Contact Gloria at 828-371-5806. You can
also call the International Friendship Center to see
how we can help! 828-526-9938 x 290.

LOOKING FOR A HOUSEKEEPER?Call
Dora at 828-200-1038. Call Janet at 828-399-9693
or 828-526-9709. Luz Maria at 349-2735. Cira at
349-1838. Erica at 864-886-9986. You can also call
the International Friendship Center to see how we
can help! 828-526-9938 x 290

EXPERIENCED TRUCK DRIVER SEEKS
FULL-TIME EMPLOYMENT: Call Mike at 828-524-
4052. You can also call the International Friendship
Center to see how we can help! 828-526-9938 x
290.

RETAIL SPACE FOR  RENT

UNIQUE COMMERCIAL OPPORTUNITY on
Main St Highlands. 800 sq ft retail/office space just
in time for the season. Space includes bath &
kitchen. Call for details 526-3363.

PRIME OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT — 800
sq. ft., air-conditioned, heated, plenty of parking.
Call 526-5673.

IN-TOWN COMMERCIAL SPACE WITH
0PTIONAL LIVING SPACE FOR RENT. Charm-
ing and supremely convenient commercial building
In high traffic district. One block off main, Walking
distance to Main Street shopping at Old Edwards
Inn. Loft apartment above commercial space. Com-
mercial space $1,700/month. Loft $850/month. Call
today to schedule a showing! 828-526-2769.Ask for
Ralph.

UNIQUE COMMERCIAL OPPORTUNITY
ON MAIN ST HIGHLANDS. 800 sq ft retail/office
space just in time for the season. Space includes
bath & kitchen. Call for details 526-3363.

RETAIL SPACE FOR LEASE, Hearthstone
Center on busy Hwy 64 beside the old Hardee’s,
2,052 sq ft, High visibility, Plenty of parking, Great
retail location ready to be occupied, central heat &
air, carpet, excellent condition, Busy shopping cen-
ter, Call 828-243-2939 or 828-743-9454 for more
information.

RETAIL/OFFICE SPACE - 800 - 3,000 Sq Ft.
Located in Highlands Plaza. Entrances on Hwy. 28
& 106. Great Visibility. High Traffic. Abundant Park-
ing. Reasonable Terms. Best location in town. Call
864-630-0808 for info.

RESIDENTIAL SPACE FOR  RENT

IN TOWN 2/2 FULLY FURNISHED CONDO.
LR, DR, sun room, w/d. Rent in line with length of
lease. Call 828-421-2144.

NEW 3 BED PLUS LOFT/3.5 BATH Log
home in Cashiers with view from decks, main level
incl. master furnished.$1,900/month. Call  813-972-
2111 5/15

2 BEDROOM, 2 BATH, Heat, AC, great loca-
tion just off the Highlands Road in Franklin. $750
per month. Call Sandy 342-6806 or 524-7350.

CONVENIENT IN-TOWN LOCATION  –
Charming Loft Living on Spring Street. Fully Fur-
nished Apartment 1 block off of Main Street. 1 Bed-
room, Large Bath with Jacuzzi Tub, Stocked Kitch-
enette, $850./month, no pets. Please call  526-2769.
5/1

DOWNSTAIRS APARTMENT one bedroom,
living room, bathroom. Close to Town. $700/mth,
utilities included. Call 828-342-0157.

ONE BR/ONE BATH FURNISHED APART-
MENT close to town including all utilities except
phone. $750. Contact Tucker or Jeannie Chambers,
The Chambers Agency, REALTORS. 828-526-
3717.

1BED/1BATH 900sq.ft. $825/month includes
utilities.$300 deposit. Unfurnished.Non-smoker per-
ferred. Walking distance to town. (828)526-9494

ON MIRROR LAKE – Charming 3 bed, 2 bath.
Huge sunroom, stone fireplace, 3 decks, canoe,
furnished. Available Nov-May. $1500 a month plus
utilities. Call 770-435-0678.

COTTAGE FOR RENT – 1BR, 1BA in town
@ Chestnut Cottages. Private, screen porch, Heat/
AC, FP, extra sleeping loft, furnished or unfurnished.
6 month lease - $750. monthly plus utilities. Call
526-1684.

VACATION RENTAL

HIGHLANDS COUNTRY CLUB –  Sorry, golf
and club priviledges not available. $2,495 a week.
Call 912-230-7202.

THE LODGE ON MIRROR LAKE – Fish or
canoe from deck. Available weekly, monthly, 3-day
min. Call 828-342-2302.

ON LAKE SEQUOYAH – Three master suites



with jetted tubs and showers, sleeping nook with
private bath, 4 fireplaces, 2 living areas, newly ren-
ovated. Private dock with canoe and firepit. Call
828-342-2302.

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

1,600 SQ.FT. HANDICAPPED ACCESS.
house on 2 acres. 3br/2 large bath w/roll under sinks;
elevator, finished basement w/workshop area, 2 car
carport; new metal roof; native stone fireplace &
landscaping; new hardwood floors. Bordered by
USFS. creek and Buck Creek Road. Access to fish
pond.$329,000. Call 524-6038. 5/15

BEST DEAL IN SCALY – 1+/- acres on Buck
Knob. Septic and water systems installed. House
site leveled and ready. Views and waterfall sounds.
Approx 3,400-3,500 elevation. No modulars or trail-
ers. $49,999 MLS 64785. Ann James. Cabe Realty
526-2475 www.caberealty.com  5/1

HOUSE FOR SALE IN WEST PALM
BEACH, FLORIDA. 3 bedroom, 2 ½ bath in ador-
able, quiet neighborhood 2 miles from ocean and
Palm Beach Island and 5 miles from downtown.
$450,000. Call 561-379-9151.  7/31

MOTOR COACH SITE – DOWNTOWN
HIGHLANDS. With Cedar shake Coach House.
Gated. Private. Overlooks active stream. Short walk
to shopping and dining. Located at the cor. of Fifth
and Chestnut Sts. For all info. visit at your leisure:
www.JTIMMS.com/HIDDENCREEK or contact
owner directly at 828-526-5333.

LOTS FOR SALE – .85 AC lot off Turtle Pond.
Backs to USFS. Views. $30K; .90 AC lot, drive cut
in. $30k. 2-bed septic approved. Ready to build.
New shared well for both. Call Ty at 828-577-9261.

UPPER CLEAR CREEK ROAD AT CORNET
LANE 1.20+ acres less than 4 miles to Main Street.
Paved Access. Some winter views 3 sided corner
lot has old logging road as your driveway. $62,500
Call 526-9021 or 787-2307.

HOUSE FOR SALE (ISLAMORADA, FLOR-
IDA) – Two bedroom, one and ½ bath conch house
for sale at Mile Marker 86, near Founders Park on
Oceanside. House sits on a 8,520 square foot lot in
a great subdivision with a public boat ramp on the
next street over. Founders Park, which is across
the street, has a park with a boat ramp, marina,
pool, beach, tennis courts, etc. Great deal — own-
er moving out of state. $475,000. Call 305-852-4369
for more info.

OCEAN FRONT – Beautiful home in Surf City,
N.C. zoned residential/commercial. Walk to pier and
town. 7-bed, 4 full baths. Separate apartment. Good
rental income. Call 919-340-2280.

HOUSE FOR SALE – HFCC 2 story split, 3/
2, large lot, lake, golf course, mountain views, mem-
bership available but optional. $795,000. Call 526-
4154.

LAND BY OWNER – 3/4 acre lot. Close to
Town. Very, very, level building lot. Community wa-
ter available. $79,000. Call Ginger at 828-526-4959.

OCEANFRONT LOT KEY LARGO, FLORI-
DA – Cleared, buildable with all services. Last un-
improved lot in Silver Shores subdivision. $599,900.
For information and photos call Frank (954) 964-
7649 or email ft442@bellsouth.net.

ITEMS FOR SALE

SACRIFICE. BEAUTIFUL DIAMOND RING
– Center stone. VS1, 3.24kt, .60kt baget side
diamonds in 14kt. gold. Call 828-526-5684. Leave
message. 5/15

COUNTRY DINING TABLE - 4 board pine
$325. 526-2671

FREE DINING ROOM TABLE, Glass Top, 6
chairs. White. Call 526-5910

DUMP TRAILER — 12 ft. hydralic. $1,200.
Call 526-5910.

STONE CARVING – Reproduction piece 15"
high, from the Olmec Era (1,200 years old). $40.
Call Alex  (828) 332-0138

ANTIQUE FURNITURE: Medallion Back
Sofa, Louis XV substyle. $300. Matching Lady’s
and Gentleman’s Chairs, $400 set.  Rocking Chair,
Lincoln Type, upholstered. $175. Sold separately
or all for $750. Call Sandy at 524-7350 or 369-6263.

FRENCH HORN Recently overhauled Conn
6-D double, excellent condition $1,500. 828-526-
2905 leave message

GREEN PRINT VELOUR SWIVEL ROCK-
ER, new, $250; blue stripe club chair w/ottoman,
like new, $175; large pine armoire, like new,
$200;.Simms X-large waders w/attached boots,
bought at Highland Hiker, used 3 times, $250. Call
Beatrice or Dennis at 743-5600.

OFFICE DESK FOR SALE. 30x60, dark oak
finish, 6 drawers. $150. Call Sandy at 369-6263 or
524-7350.

JEEP RIMS – 17-inch aluminum factory rims
off 2005 Jeep Liberty 4x4. Brand new! Complete
set of 4 $800. Valued at $265 each. Call 706-982-
2254.

PAIR OF DESIGNER WING BACK CHAIRS
– Fabric with velvet trim. Neutral colors in Brown,
cream/gold muted $375. Coordinating area carpet
roughly 8 x 10 (can be cut to size) 526-4340 8-5

BARELY USED 30GB ZUNE VIDEO MP3
PLAYER. Comes with leather case. $150 or best
offer. Call Davis at 828-526-9152 for more informa-
tion.

BALDWIN ACROSONIC PIANO Excellent
condition. $300. Call 743-5151.

TWO SIT-ON TOP KAYAKS. Orange. Pad-
dles included. $500 for both. Call Lisa at 770-842-
3784.

THREE “HOUSE OF DENMARK” BOOK-
CASES  – walnut, 3’ x 6’, containing TV, tape play-
er, turn table, radio/CD. Sold as an entertainment
unit including 2 Advent speakers. $550. Call 526-
9273.

MISC. ITEMS – Play Station 2 $75; Old Walt
Disney movies (never opened); Indoor plants; Girls’
bicycle; Collectible Basketball Cards (never
opened). Call 526-9123.

SNOW TIRES For Ford Expedition 03-05 fac-
tory rims. Complete set of 4 only $400. Size 17 x
75 J. Call Wolfgang at 526-8396.

POOL TABLE – Peter Vitalie 8’ x 50" pool
table, burl wood rails, upgrades leather pockets,
new upgraded felt – oak in color – $3,400.Table
located in Cashiers, Call 770-313-0899.

BARBOUR COAT Burghley Duster. $350.
Call 526-9027.

MASSEY FERGUSON DIESEL DELUXE 35
WITH POWER STEERING. Completely  rebuilt,
repainted, new tires. Includes scrape blade, and
an 8,000 lbs. tandem axle trailer. Sharp Package!
$7,500. Call (828)526-1684 and leave message.

SEll  BUNK BED SET – Very Nice Desk; One
11X15  rug, Lt. in color, very good condition; Moun-
tain Bike w/car carrier, helmet. Call  828-526-4064.

ANTIQUE ORNATE WALNUT Victorian gold
velvet sofa and blue chair. Call 369-0498 and leave
message.

BEAMS, FLOORING AND ENTIRE
STRUCTERS:  HAND HEWN BEAMS.  Beautiful

• CLASSIFIEDS •
material, large faces, $3.50-$4.50 per board foot.
Wormy white oak flooring (milled w/ a t&g), 6-12"
widths, $8.00 per ft. Original, reclaimed white and
yellow pine flooring, random wide widths (6-16") $6/
board ft. Wide barn siding, $3/ft. Also historic log
cabins and barns ready to reassemble. 215-529-
7637.Delivery available.

DINING ROOM TABLE & 8 CHAIRS – (7 w/
o leaves) Great forMountain Home. Nearly New.
Good Condition. Leather & Upholstered chairs.
$1,000. Call Linda at 526-1517.

KING-SIZE HEADBOARD,$40; new glass
fireplace screen, (still in box,) polished brass finish,
fits fireplace opening Height 24 3/4 “- 29 3/4”. Width
30" to 37 l/2,” $125. Call 828-371-2999

ANTIQUE CHERRY DINING TABLE from Es-
tate Sale.Double drop-leaf. Rope carved legs. Seats
4-10 people Extends to 4x10 ft $1,500 obo  828-
787-1515

DOG KENNEL. 10' x 10' x 6', heavy gauge
chainlink.  Like New. $175, was $270. call
828.389.2722 Hayesville, NC

DELUXE VENTED GAS heater high btu,
slightly used, $100. 524-6038.

CUSTOM DECK SET – Painted aluminum
Love seat & club chair with laminated waverly cush-
ions. $125. Call 526-1078.

ANTIQUE BEAMS, FLOORING AND
STRUCTURES: Hand hewn beams in oak and yel-
low pine. Beautiful material, large faces, $3.50-$4
per board foot. Original, reclaimed white and yel-
low pine flooring, random wide widths (6-16") $6/
board ft. Also selling entire log and timber frame
structures. 215-529-7637 (www.jcwoodworking.info)

BEAUTIFUL FLOORING: Wormy white oak
flooring, resawn, milled and ready to lay w/ t&g, 6-
12" widths, $8/sq. ft. 215-529-7637

LOG CABIN KIT – 32 x 24 8 1/2 inch yellow
Pine logs. Walls only. $9,999. Call 526-0241.

HILTI TE 805 DEMOLITION HAMMER. New.
Case & 4 bits. $500. 828-526-2700 or 828-421-7886

SLEEPER SOFA – Neutral Plaid. Like New.
$145. Call 864-972-8525.

SOLID DARK OAK DINETTE CABINET.
19"x64"x84".3 glass windows on top. 3 drawers on
bottom. 2 bottom doors with keys. Imported from
Belgium. Excellent condition. $1,500. Call 369-3250.

VEHICLES FOR SALE

CHEVROLET TAHOE LS 4X4 1999 135K
miles, black, grey interior, luggage rack, great for
hauling or towing, $6,400 828.526.5210

2002 CHEVROLET TAHOE – 4-dr, 63,500
miles. Green with tan leather.Excellent condition.
$14,000. Call 828-743-6946.

EUROPEAN CAR OWNERS – Most Euro-
pean manufacturers require synthetic oils and flu-
ids in their vehicles. AMSOIL has a complete line
of oil products to improve mileage and maintenance
intervals. Synthetics last longer, reducing environ-
mental waste. AMSOIL is proven #1 and does not
void your warranty. Available at Hayman’s Automo-
tive on Highlands Road. Call Clay (828) 342-1603
or 828-369-9812.  5/15

1992 TOYOTA CELICA ST – White, AT,
164k,in good shape. Call 828-200-0465.

2002 TOYOTA LANDCRUISER, Blk/tan
leather, NAV, wood-grain, 6 CD,80,400 miles w/ ext.
warranty to 116k miles. $25,000. 770-965-6551

2003 VOLKSWAGON JETTA GLS SEDAN
– 4-door, 5-speed, AC, Power Everything. Cruise,
Premium Sound System, Moon Roof, Leather
Seats, 85,000 miles. $10,500. Call 526-3606.
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2002 TOYOTA TACOMA TRUCK – Good
Condition. 67,000 miles, new battery, wipers, tires.
$7,000. 828-526-2416.

2006 SUZUKI DR 200SE MOTORCYCLE –
29 miles, only, perfect condition, 1-cylinder, 4-stoke,
199cc. $3,000. Call 828-342-6789 or home at 828-
526-5507.

SERVICES

DOES YOUR LOVED ONE NEED HELP
NIGHTS? 15 years experience. CPR trained. Call
Jean at 828-342-1603 or 828-369-9812.         5/15

WE BUY / SELL SWISS MADE OR COLLE-
TABLE WATCHES - Rolex, Patek, GP, Vacheron,
Hamilton, antiques others, call Watch Highlands at
828.200.9726.

CLOCK REPAIR – Antique or modern. Com-
plicated antiques are my specialty. Experienced and
dependable with house calls available. Call 706-
704-9631 or visit  my website at
www.oldclockrepair.com. Joseph McGahee, clock-
makder.

MILT’S LAWN SERVICE – Lawn mowing,
weed eating, yard cleaning & light hauling. Call Bill
at 828-524-8659 or Milton at 828-421-7919 or 828-
369-3569.  5/8

FIREWOOD “Nature Dried” Call 526-2251.
CUTTING EDGE TREE SERVICE - “Let us

go out on a Limb for You.” We specialize in tree
removal, trimming, Lot/View clearing, under brush-
ing and stump grinding. Quality work and Fully in-
sured. For Free Estimate call 524-1309 or 421-2905.

 TREE SERVICE – From view clearing to the
most complicated tree removal, under brushing,
stump removal/grinding/brush chipping/hauling and
storm clean-up. For good quality, dependable ser-
vices, fully insured, give us a call at 828-526-2251.

HIGHLY SUCCESSFUL HEMLOCK WOOL-
LY ADELGID TREATMENT & FERTILIZATION –
Great Results by J&J Lawn and Landscaping ser-
vices. NC Licensed Applicator, Highlands, NC 828-
526-2251.

J&J  LAWN AND LANDSCAPING SERVIC-
ES – complete lawn and landscaping service, spring
cleanup, gutter cleaning, under-brushing, tree re-
moval, lot clearing, storm cleanup, rockwork, re-
taining walls, flowerbeds, firewood. 828-526-2251.

SHIPPING SERVICES - STORK’S WRAP,
PACK & SHIP UPS Ground & Next Day Air servic-
es and large  furniture shipping available. Packing
services and/or supplies. Gift wrapping and fax ser-
vices. 323 Hwy 107 N., Cashiers, NC (1/2 mile from
crossroads) (828) 743-3222.

HIGHLANDS SHUTTLE SERVICE – Atlanta
Airport Shuttle. Drive - Away •  Auto Delivery. All
Out-of-Town Trips Driving Services. Call 526-8078.

BUSINESSES  FOR SALE

HIGHLANDS RADIO SHACK! Own a suc-
cessful year-round business on Main Street. Ask-
ing $399,000. Call Thea or Chuck at 526-3350.

LOST

LOST DOG IN BUCK CREEK/SHORTOFF
RD AREA. Australian Shepherd. Blue Merle. Fe-
male. No tale. No Collar. Needs seizure medicine.
Reward. Call 704-560-2911 or 704-365-9614.

LOST DOG “SALTY” – Black and white fe-
male Lab mix. Medium-size. Missing from around
Owl Gap Road on N.C. 106. Please call 828-526-
4575.
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AUTO
INSURANCE

WAYAH
INSURANCE

ONE AND THE SAME

Call Wayah at
526-3713

or stop by the office
on Carolina Way

... SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING continued from page 19
read these words, the Holy Spirit
worked in his heart, he remembered the
love of his mother and her instruction,
and he became a changed man.

That man’s name was Augustine. He
went on to become one of the greatest
theologians since the apostle Paul. He
was set on this path by his mother’s
instructions and prayers. Augustine
called his mother blessed.

The Scripture talks about women

and how their noble character is
appreciated by their children. Proverbs
31:28, “Her children arise and call her
blessed.” This does not apply to those
women who kill their children in the
womb. It does not apply to those
mothers who let their children make all
the decisions. It only applies to those
who direct their children, teaching
them from God’s Word the lessons of
life that build godliness and respect.

• MIRROR LAKE REFLECTIONS •

Maybe spring is
winning the battle
with the weather!

Have you seen
Thorn Park lately?
It’s a pleasure to
drive by or stop, re-
lax and enjoy the
beauty. Thanks,
David Meshberger
for your interest and
hard work.

Attention Ca-
noe Owners! Be-
cause of the upcom-
ing paving of
Cullasaja Drive, the
canoes stored at the
Mirror Lake bridge
must be relocated
by June. 1. They
may be re-secured
behind a line that would extend from the
“Transverse Station” stake. If this is not an
option for you, your canoe must be re-
moved. Please make your arrangements
promptly. Also, please advise any friends
or family members who may not be awre
of the situation.

We have had several questions concern-
ing the carp in the lake. These grass-eating,
sterile carp were introduced into the lake
several years ago to help control the grass
growing in certain areas that were becom-
ing quite shallowed due to the silt accumu-

lation.
Our carp are now quite mature – as in

old – and you may have noticed that some
are now gold in color. However, the Fish
and Wildlife Commission doesn’t want us
to stock additional carp at this time. We’ll
keep you up to date on future plans. In the
meantime, enjoy our growing “gold fish”
population.

Our next meeting is Monday, May 29,
7:30 p.m. at the Civic Center. Come join
us!

– Elaine Johnson

Thorn Park, gold fish and canoes

MC Board of Commission?
Yes. I will immediately start to work

on policies to get the citizens more in-
formed about county policy. I will fight for
a Web broadcast of all commission meet-
ings; informal email list for all citizens that
would like to receive the meeting agenda;
E-voting on major issues via the Macon
county web sight; a new open attitude to-
wards Highlands.

3. If elected to the board, what pol-
icies and stances do you think should
be perpetuated?

I think the new school plan currently
in place needs to be revisited. I favor the

... GOODMAN continued from page 16
community school over the Mega School.
I would support upgrading the existing
small schools. Rather than building a new
mega school. I would respect the opinion
of the citizens.

4. Concerning the commission
meeting format, what do you think
should change?

I would like to see respect given to all
citizens that take the time to come and ad-
dress the county commissioners. Also a lit-
tle more give and take between the public
and the commission. It’s time for new
ideas!

... GREENING continued from page 1

Motorist slams into tree Wednesday morning

Around 9 a.m. April 30, a motorist careened into a tree in front of a home
off U.S. 64 across from RBC Centura Bank. Highlands Fire & Rescue re-
sponded and the driver was taken to the hospital with minor injuries.
Rescue workers assisted in removing the car from the property.

Photo by Kim Lewicki

the middle of Main Street without taking
away any parking spots.

To eliminate the “parking lot” look of
Main Street, a tree could be planted at the
end of alternating center parking spaces –
which are extra long compared to others in
town.

“This would not eliminate parking
spaces just the ability to pull through a spot
and turn onto the other side of the street,
which isn’t exactly safe anyhow,” said Ross.

He suggested planting trees bred for

streetscapes – those with vase-shaped
growth so they grow up offering a canopy
without obscuring views.

One area in need of stormwater con-
trol according to McGill Associates’ Storm-
water Master Plan is Main Street.

McGill suggested a 10-foot wide land-
scape median planted with oaks, maples
and walnut trees to intercept the rainfall
and provide shade with angled on-street
parking stalls on both sides of the median
adjacent to12 ½-foot asphalted travel lanes.

Included in the scenario were large
underground cisterns to collect and store
rain water from small events and for future
irrigation of the planted medians, street
cleaning or other non-potable uses.

They said the proposed scenario could
potentially reduce the amount of runoff by
25%.

Though Commissioner Ross said his
scenario wouldn’t significantly help storm-
water runoff, it would be a way to get rid of
some of the hard surface and a way to get
trees down the center of Main Street with-
out causing a political uproar. “It would
help with appearance and cool down the
area,” he said.

Mayor Don Mullen said it was a great
idea, especially since “no parking would
be taken away whatsoever.”

The idea will be discussed at the May
7 Town Board meeting. If the rest of the
board agrees, the town will have to get per-
mission from NC DOT to put trees in the
travel way of a state highway. Since permis-
sion was given for the planters at the ends
of Main Street at Third, Fourth and Fifth
streets, denial isn’t expected.

In preparation for work on the 2008-
2009 budget, other upcoming Public Works
projects were discussed including side-
walks, paving, potholes, and stop signs.

In attendance were Commissioner
Hank Ross, Mayor Don Mullen, Town Ad-
ministrator Richard Betz, Town Engineer
Lamar Nix and GIS Technician Matt Shul-
er.  – Kim Lewicki
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• FUN & GAMES •
PseudoCube©

THE SETUP:
The cube has 27 consecutive numbers in it, arranged in

three layers with 9 numbers each. These numbers are ar-
ranged in a special pattern: For each layer, the sum of the
three numbers in each row, column or diagonal, is 3 times
its center number. Eight diagonals connect all 3 layers by
running through the center number of the middle layer. Each
diagonal contains 3 numbers equalling the total of the three
center numbers. One of the diagonals is shown with circles.

THE CHALLENGE:
Start with the three center numbers for each layer and

the other numbers given. Now pour a cup of coffee, pick up
a pencil and eraser and try to figure out where the other
numbers belong. Good Luck!

Email: pseudocube8@aol.com.
Feedback encouraged!

Solution to #BZ4D in April 24 issue

Object: Assign 9 different letters to each cell of 9
columns and 9 rows. In addition, nine 3 x 3 cells in the
layout have the same nine different letters (this is similar
to Sudoku but uses nine letters instead of nine numbers).
A ‘mystery word or phrase’ using all nine different letters
is designated by circled squares (other short words appear
when solving, for which a list of meanings is provided).
Every puzzle has a different ‘mystery word or phrase’ (no
spaces).

How to Solve: Determine the nine different letters
among those given. Try to solve the mystery word using
the clue given and write it in. Other small words will appear
in the puzzle. As in conventional crossword puzzles, a
list of meanings for these ACROSS/ DOWN words is
given and number positions shown. Doing them will speed
up your solution to the puzzle. Using your powers of
induction, inference and insight, place missing letters in
all blank squares according to the rules noted above.
Focus attention where the least number of letters are
needed to complete a line, column or 3 x 3 cell. Email:
pseudocube8@aol.com. Feedback encouraged!

N-Cryptoku©

Solution to April 24 puzzle

POLICE, FIRE, & SHERIFF DEPT. LOGS

Mystery Word
“Give essential form to”

Across
1. Personal pronoun (2)
2. Male sheep (3)
3. Flightless bird (3)
4. Purpose (3)
5. Delayed (4)

Down
6. Thomas (abbr.) (3)
7. Word (Fr.) (3)
8. Sneaky rodent (3)
9. “The” (Fr. masc.) (2)
10. Allan (abbr.) (2)

The following is the Highlands Police Dept. log entries
for April 24-27. Only the names of persons arrested, issued a
Class-3 misdemeanor, or public officials have been used.

April 24
• At 2 p.m., officers were called to Bryson’s Food Store to

investigate someone communicating threats to an employee.
April 25

• At 8:40 a.m., a motorist at Arnold Road and N.C. 106 was
cited for driving without a license.

• At 9:05 a.m., a motorist at Arnold Road and N.C. 106 was
cited for speeding 52 mph in a 35 zone.

• At 11:45 a.m., a motorist at N. 5th Street and Carolina Way
was cited for driving with an expired registration.

• At 12:10 p.m., officers responded to a two-vehicle accident
at Mirror Lake Road and U.S. 64 west.

• At 3:26 p.m., a motorist on Bowery Road was cited for
speeding 38 mph in a 20 zone.

• At 4:40 p.m., a motorist on Main Street was cited for driv-
ing with a revoked license and no insurance.

April 26
• A motorist on N.C. 106 and U.S. 64 west was cited for

driving with no tail lights.

DN1E – Level of Difficulty – Moderate

• At 9:40 p.m., officers responded to a two-vehicle accident
on N.C. 28.

• At 11:30 p.m., Maria Elena Cuevas-Lopez, 36, of Scaly
Mountain, was arrested for driving without a license.

April 27
• At 10:54 a.m., officers responded to a two-vehicle accident

at First Street and U.S. 64 west.
• During the week officers issued 6 warning ticket.
The following is the Highlands Fire & Rescue Dept. log

entries for the week of April 23-30.
April 23

• The dept. responded to an alarm at a residence on Cullasa-
ja Drive. It was false.

• The dept. was first responders to assist EMS with a medi-
cal call at a residence on Honeysuckle Lane. The victim was trans-
ported to the hospital.

April 24
• The dept. was first-responders to assist EMS with a medi-

cal call at a residence on Ralph Thomas Road. The victim was
transported to the hospital.

• The dept. was first-responders to assist EMS with a medi-

cal call at a residence on Smallwood Road. The victim was trans-
ported to the hospital.

April 25
• The dept. responded to an vehicle accident on N.C. 106.

The victim was taken to the hospital.
April 26

• The dept. was first-responders to assist EMS with a medi-
cal call at Pine Brook Condominiums. The victim was transported
to the hospital.

April 27
• The dept. was first-responders to assist EMS with a medi-

cal call at a residence on N.C. 106. The victim was transported to
the hospital.

April 30
• The dept. responded to an accident on U.S. 64 west where

a driver hit a tree. The victim was taken to the hospital.
The following is the Macon County Sheriff Dept. log en-

tries for the Highlands Township for the week of April 21.
April 24

• At 9:54 a.m., officers responded to an alarm at a residence
on Gold Mine Road. It was false.
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